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Preface 


By 2050, it is estimated that fifty percent of the world’s population will have some 
competence in English. Many of these people will regard themselves as improvers 
rather than learners and will have only occasional need to quickly check the mean¬ 
ing of a word in a dictionary. 

This dictionary is a portable, easy-to-use quick reference tool for a large number of 
words and phrases, rather than a substitute for the detailed guidance of a grammar 
or course book. It includes commonly heard terms, with an indication of their rele¬ 
vant frequency, and many more terms from the worlds of work and communication 
and of modem society generally. 

Each word is individually defined, and no words, not even adverbs, are listed 
without a definition. Examples and collocations are given for words that are likely 
to be used in practice, in order to provide patterns for the user’s own production of 
English sentences. Less frequently encountered words, which only need to be re¬ 
cognised and understood, are given definitions only. 

Each word, including compound words and phrasal verbs, has its own easy-to-find 
main entry in bold type. Each word has a pronunciation in the International 
Phonetic Alphabet. Typical phrases and idioms associated with the main term are 
shown in bold type and separately defined within the entry. 

The meaning of the main senses of each word is given clearly and simply, using a 
limited and easily understood vocabulary. Meanings are grouped together by their 
part of speech. 

Extra help is offered in Notes at the end of some entries. These include unusual 
inflected forms and warnings about words which sound the same but have different 
spellings and can be confused with each other. The major differences in US and 
British spelling are also noted. Synonyms and antonyms (opposites) are given for 
many words. 



Parts of speech 


abbr 

(abbreviation) 
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(adjective) 
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Symbols 

The numbers ®, ®, ® indicate words which are commonly used, from ® = the 
most basic and essential, @ = frequent and useful to know, to ® = starting to 
develop a wider vocabulary. 

■ before a new part of speech 

• before examples 

□ before a phrase or collocation 

O before an idiom 

i> an explanation of the word will be found at the place indicated 

t extra information will be found at the place indicated 

Pronunciation 

The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main 
words in the dictionary. 

Stress has been indicated by a main stress mark ( ' ) and a secondary stress 
mark ( , ). Note that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes 
according to its position in the sentence. 
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A 


a /ei/, A noun the first letter of the alphabet, 
followed by B O Do you mean ‘pendant’ 
spelt with an ‘a ’ or with an ‘e ’? □ from A to 
Z completely, all the way through 
a h, ei/, an /on, sen/ article 1. one o an 
enormous hole O a useful guidebook O She’s 
bought a new car. O I want a cup of tea. O 
We had to wait an hour for the bus. 2 . for 
each or to each O Apples cost 50p a kilo. O 
The car was travelling at 50 kilometres an 
hour, o He earns £100 a day. (NOTE: an is 
used before words beginning with a, e, i, o, 
u and with h if the h is not pronounced: an 
apple or an hour, a is used before words 
beginning with all other letters and also be¬ 
fore u where u is pronounced /jui/: a useful 
guidebook) 

A&E abbr accident and emergency 
aback /s'bcek/ adv □ taken aback sur¬ 
prised and shocked by something unpleasant 
O She was somewhat taken aback when he 
told her there was no train that evening. 
abacus /'aebokos/ noun an object used for 
counting, consisting of a frame with balls 
which can be moved on bars 
<S> abandon /o'baendon/ verb 1. to leave 
someone or something without help O The 
crew abandoned the sinking boat. Synonym 
desert 2. to give up or stop doing something 
O The company has decided to abandon the 
project. O We abandoned the idea of setting 
up a London office. 

abandoned /a'baendand/ adj no longer 
used or lived in 

abandonment /o'basndonmont/ noun 1. 
the act or process of giving someone or 
something up 2. the act or process of leaving 
someone or something without help. Syn¬ 
onym desertion 

abashed /s'baejt/ adj ashamed or 
embarrassed 

abate /a'beit/ verb to become less strong or 
forceful (formal). Synonym decrease 
abattoir /'aebstwa:/ noun a place where 
animals are killed for meat. Synonym 

slaughterhouse 

abbey /'aebi/ noun 1. a place where a com¬ 
munity of Christian monks or nuns live 2 . a 
large church O Westminister Abbey 


abbreviate /a'briivieit/ verb 1. to shorten 
a word by leaving out some of the letters 2. to 
shorten a piece of writing by leaving out part 
of it. Synonym cut 

abbreviated /a'briivieitid/ adj shortened 
by having something left out 
abbreviation /o.brkvi'eiJXojn/ noun a 
shortened form of a word. Compare 

acronym 

ABC /,ei bi: 'si:/ noun the alphabet (NOTE: 
The name comes from the first letters of the 
Roman alphabet.) □ it’s as easy as ABC it’s 
very easy 

abdicate /'sbdikeit/ verb to give up the 
position as king or queen of a country 
abdication /,aebdi'keij(3)n/ noun the act 
of giving up the position of king or queen of 
a country 

abdomen /'aebdomon/ noun the space in 
the front part of your body, containing the 
stomach and other organs 
abdominal /aeb'dDmin(3)l/ acfy referring to 
the abdomen 

abduct /ceb'dAkt/ verb to take someone 
away, usually by force. Synonym kidnap 
abduction /aeb'dAkJ'sn/ noun the act of 
taking someone away, usually by force. Syn¬ 
onym kidnap 

aberrant /ae'bersnt/ adj not usual or as ex¬ 
pected (formal). Synonym abnormal. Ant¬ 
onym normal 

aberration /,aeb3'reij(3)n/ noun an action 
or thing which is not usual or expected. Syn¬ 
onym abnormality 

abet /o'bet/ verb to encourage or help 
someone to do something wrong or illegal 
( formal ) 0 aid (NOTE: abetting - abetted) 
abhorrence /sb'hDrsns/ noun a feeling of 
hatred or horror (formal) 
abhorrent /sb'hrirsnt/ adj horrible or dis¬ 
gusting (formal) 

abide /s'baid/ verb □ to abide by to follow 
rules or customs O You must abide by the 
rules of the game. O We have to abide by the 
decision of the referee. □ to abide by a 
promise to keep a promise 
abiding /a'baidir)/ adj lasting a long time 
(formal). Synonym enduring. Antonym 
transient 


ability 2 

® ability /s'biliti/ noun 1. the force or ca¬ 
pacity to do something O She has many abili¬ 
ties but singing isn’t one of them. (NOTE: The 
plural in this meaning is abilities.) □ I’ll do 
it to the best of my ability I’ll do it as well 
as I can 2. the fact of being clever O a person 
of great or outstanding ability 
abject /' 2 ebd 3 ekt/ adj (formal) 1. very bad 
O abject poverty 2. making you feel ashamed 
O an abject apology O abject terror 
ablaze /s'bleiz/ adv 1. on fire O Thirty 
hectares of trees were ablaze. 2. shining 
brightly O At midnight the house was still 
ablaze with lights. 

® able /'eib(o)l/ adj 1. (note: In this sense, 
able is only used with to and a verb.) □ to 
be able to do something to be capable of 
something or have the chance to do some¬ 
thing O They weren’t able to find the house. 

□ will you be able to come to the meeting? 
can you come to the meeting? 2 . being strong 
enough or clever enough to do something O 
He’s a very able general. 
able-bodied /,eib(9)l 'bodid/ adj fit and 
healthy 

ably /'eibli/ adv in a very competent or effi¬ 
cient way. Synonym capably 
abnormal /2eb'nD:m(9)l/ adj not normal. 
Synonym irregular. Antonym normal 
abnormality /.asbnofmasliti/ noun 1. the 
state of being abnormal 2 . something which 
is abnormal (NOTE: The plural is abnormali¬ 
ties.) 

abnormally /asb'noimali/ adv in a way 
which is different from normal 
aboard /o'boid/ adv, prep on a ship or ve¬ 
hicle O The passengers went aboard the 
‘Queen Elizabeth’ at 10 p.m. O When the 
ship docked, customs officers came aboard to 
inspect the cargo. □ all aboard! everyone 
get on, please! 

abode /o'boud/ noun the place where 
someone lives ( literary ) Synonym home □ of 
no fixed abode with no permanent address 
( formal ) 

abolish /o'bDliJ/ verb to get rid of some¬ 
thing such as a law or right 
abolition ^aebo'liJXoJn/ noun the act of 
abolishing something such as a law or right. 
Synonym elimination 

abominable /3'bDmin9b(o)l/ adj very 
bad. Synonym dreadful 
abominably /o'bDminobli/ adv in a horri¬ 
ble way 

Aboriginal / l £ebo , rid33n(3)l/ adj referring 
to Aborigines ■ noun same as Aborigine 
Aborigine /ceb3'rid3ini/ noun an Austra¬ 
lian who is a member of the peoples who 
lived in Australia before Europeans arrived. 
Also called Aboriginal 


abrasive 

abort /o'boit/ verb 1 . to stop something tak¬ 
ing place 2. to perform an abortion on a foe¬ 
tus 3. (of a woman) to have an abortion or 
miscarriage 

abortion /3'boiJ(o)n/ noun the ending of a 
woman’s pregnancy before a live infant can 
be bom 

abortive /a'boitiv/ adj attempted without 
success. Synonym unsuccessful. Antonym 
successful 

abound /o'baund/ verb □ to abound in or 
with to be full of something ( formal ) o The 
forests abound in game. 

(D about /o'baut/ prep 1. referring to some¬ 
thing O He told me all about his operation. O 
What do you want to speak to the doctor 
about? 2. □ to be about to do something to 
be going to do something very soon O We 
were about to go home when you arrived. 3. 
approximately O I’ve been waiting for about 
four hours. O She’s only about fifteen years 
old. □ how about, what about what do you 
think about ( informal ) o We can’t find a new 
chairperson for the club - what about Sarah? 
□ how about a cup of tea? would you like a 
cup of tea? □ while you’re about it at the 
same time as the thing you are doing O While 
you 're about it, can you post this letter? ■ 
adv in various places O There were papers 
lying about on the floor. O There is a lot of 
flu about during the winter months. 
about-turn /9baut't3:n/, about-face 
/abaut'feis/ noun 1. an order to soldiers to 
turn to face in the opposite direction 2. an act 
of changing your plans or policy to the oppo¬ 
site of what you did before. Synonym U-turn 
(J) above /9'bAv/ prep 1. higher than o The 
plane was flying above the clouds. O The 
temperature in the street was above 30 de¬ 
grees. O At prices above £2.00, nobody will 
buy it. 2. older than O If you are above 18, 
you have to pay the full fare. 3. louder than O 
I couldn’t hear the telephone above the noise 
of the drills. 4. □ they’re living above their 
means they’re living more extravagantly 
than they can afford ■ adv earlier on in a 
book or higher up on a page O See the section 
on computers on page 25 above. ■ noun □ 
the above the people mentioned earlier in a 
text o All the above have passed the test. 
above board /9,bAv 'boid/ adj openly 
honest and legal 

abrasion /9'brei3(9)n/ noun 1 . the action 
of mbbing off the surface of something 2. an 
area of skin damaged by mbbing against 
something hard O There were cuts and abra¬ 
sions all over her legs. 

abrasive /o'breisiv/ adj 1 . rude and impa¬ 
tient in dealing with people 2. which mbs 
away a surface ■ noun a substance which 
mbs away a surface O Avoid using abrasives 
to clean this surface. 


abreast 

abreast /o'brest/ adv 1 . side by side 2. □ 
to keep abreast of something to keep up to 
date with something O She wants to keep 
abreast of the latest developments in cancer 
therapy. 

abridge /o'brid 3 / verb to shorten a text 
such as a book or play 

abridged /o'brid 3 d/ adj shortened by re¬ 
moving parts of a text 

abridgement /o'br^mont/ noun a short¬ 
ened form of a text such as a book or play 
<D abroad /o'broid/ adv in or to another 
country O They've gone abroad on holiday. 
O Holidays abroad are more and more popu¬ 
lar. Synonym overseas 
abrupt /o'brApt/ adj 1. sudden 2. using few 
words and not being very polite 
abruptly /o'brAptli/ adv 1. suddenly, with¬ 
out giving any warning 2. briefly and 
impolitely 

abruptness /o'brAptnos/ noun 1. the fact 
of happening suddenly 2 . the fact of using 
few words and not being very polite 
abscess /'cebses/ noun a collection of pus 
in the body. Synonym boil (NOTE: The plural 
is abscesses.) 

abscond /ob'skond/ verb 1 . to leave 
somewhere suddenly and secretly ( formal ) 2. 
to escape from prison ( formal ) 
abseil /'asbseil/ verb to come down a cliff 
or wall using a fixed rope wound around your 
body 

d> absence /'aebsons/ noun 1 . the fact of 
being away from a place O She did not ex¬ 
plain her absence from the meeting. O The 
former president was sentenced in his ab¬ 
sence. □ in the absence of because someone 
is not there O In the absence of the chairman, 
his deputy took the chair. 2. because of a lack 
of something O In the absence of any town 
maps we had to ask our way. 

(D absent adj /'aebsont/ not there ■ verb 
/aeb'sent/ □ to absent yourself from to stay 
away from a class or meeting deliberately 
( formal) 

absentee /.aebson'ti:/ noun a person who 
is not there 

absenteeism / l aebs( 9 )n'ti:iz( 9 )m/ noun 
the act or fact of deliberately staying away 
from work 

absentee landlord /,aebs(»nti: 'laendfoid/ 
noun an owner of a property who lives a long 
way away and uses other people to deal with 
those who live in or use it 
absent-minded /,aebs( 3 )nt 'maindid/ adj 
often forgetting things. Synonym forgetful 
<D absolute /'asbsoluit/ adj complete or 
total 

(D absolutely /'asbsoluitli/ adv 1 . com¬ 
pletely or totally O I am absolutely sure I left 


absurdity 

the keys in my coat pocket. 2. yes, of course 
O Did you build it yourself? - Absolutely! 

absolute majority /.aebsoluit mo- 
'd 3 Driti/ noun a majority over all the others 
counted together 

absolve /ob'zDlv/ verb to remove blame 
for a sin from someone. Synonym pardon 
<D absorb verb /ob'zotb/1. to take in some¬ 
thing such as a liquid O The water should be 
absorbed by the paper. O Salt absorbs mois¬ 
ture from the air. 2. to make something part 
of something larger O When we took over the 
company we absorbed most of their staff. 3. 
to learn or accept something new O When I 
started my new job there was a lot of infor¬ 
mation to absorb. 4. to reduce a shock O The 
car’s springs are supposed to absorb any 
shock from the road surface. ■ adj □ ab¬ 
sorbed in totally interested in o He was so 
absorbed in his newspaper that he didn’t no¬ 
tice that the toast had burnt. 
absorbent /ob'zoibont/ adj which can ab¬ 
sorb something such as a liquid. Synonym 
porous 

absorbing /ob'zoibir)/ adj very interest¬ 
ing. Synonym fascinating. Antonym 
boring 

absorption /ob'zoipjon/ noun 1. the act 
of absorbing something or of being absorbed 
2. the fact of being very interested in 
something 

abstain /ob'stein/ verb 1. deliberately not 
to do something (NOTE: You abstain from 
doing something.) 2. not to vote on a matter 
abstemious /ob'stiimios/ adj not drinking 
or eating too much. Antonym self-indulgent 
abstention /ob'stenjon/ noun 1. a person 
who deliberately does not vote on a matter 2. 
the act or fact of deliberately not voting on a 
matter 

abstinence /'aebstinons/ noun the act or 
fact of deliberately not doing something, es¬ 
pecially not drinking alcohol 
abstract /'aebstraekt/ adj 1. which exists 
only in the mind rather then in the physical 
world 2. (of art) which does not copy things 
exactly as they appear ■ noun 1. something 
which exists in the mind only □ in the ab¬ 
stract in a general way 2. an abstract paint¬ 
ing O He started by painting abstracts and 
then turned to portraits. 3. a short form of a 
report or document O to make an abstract of 
a report 

abstract noun /.asbstraskt 'naun/ noun a 
noun that refers to an idea or quality, e.g. 
‘truth’ 

abstruse /asb'struis/ adj difficult to under¬ 
stand. Synonym obscure 
absurd /ob's3:d/ adj ridiculous 
absurdity /3b's3:diti/ noun the fact of be¬ 
ing absurd 


3 


abundance 


4 


abundance /o'bAndons/ noun a large 
quantity. Synonym profusion. Antonym 
scarcity □ in abundance in large quantities 
( formal ) o The fridge was full, so we had 
food and drink in abundance. 
abundant /o'bAndont/ adj existing in large 
quantities. Synonym plentiful. Antonym 
scarce 

abundantly /9 l bAndont(3)li/ adv 1. to a 
very large degree 2. in large or more than 
large enough quantities 
© abuse /o'bju:s/; /o'bjuiz/ noun 1. a bad 
use O The minister’s action is an abuse of 
power. 2. rude words O The people being ar¬ 
rested shouted abuse at the police. 3. very 
bad treatment O sexual abuse of children O 
She suffered physical abuse in prison. (NOTE: 
[all noun senses] no plural) ■ verb 1. to 
make the wrong use of something O He 
abused his position as finance director. □ he 
abused my confidence he took advantage of 
my trust in him 2. to treat someone very 
badly, usually sexually O As a child, she was 
abused by her uncle. 3. to say rude things 
about someone O The crowd sang songs 
abusing the president’s wife. 
abusive /o'bjuisiv/ adj 1. rude and insult¬ 
ing O an abusive letter O He had too much to 
drink and became abusive. 2. treating some¬ 
one in a violent or cruel way, or referring to a 
violent and cruel situation O an abusive fa¬ 
ther O an abusive relationship 
abysmal /9'bizm(3)l/ adj extremely bad. 
Synonym terrible. Antonym superb 
abysmally /o'bizmoli J adv extremely 
badly 

abyss /o'bis/ noun 1. a deep hole (NOTE: 
The plural is abysses.) 2. a horrible or 
frightening situation (NOTE: no plural) 

AC abbr alternating current 
(D academic /.aeko'demik/ adj 1. referring 
to study at a university O Members of the ac¬ 
ademic staff received a letter from the princi¬ 
pal. 2. only in theory, not in practice O It is 
only of academic interest. ■ noun a univer¬ 
sity teacher O All her friends are academics. 
academically ^seko'demikli/ ac/vwith re¬ 
gard to study in general, or to teaching at a 
university 

academic year ^aekodemik 'jio/ noun a 
period which starts in September and finishes 
in August 

academy /o'kaedomi/ noun 1. a college 
where specialised subjects are taught 2. a 
secondary school in Scotland that chooses its 
pupils on academic ability 3. a private soci¬ 
ety for the study of art or science 
accelerate /ok'seloreit/ verb 1. to go 
faster 2. to make something go faster. Ant¬ 
onym decelerate 


accessory 

acceleration /ok.selo'reiJXojn/ noun 1. 
the ability to go at a faster speed 2. the action 
of going at a faster speed 
(D accelerator /ok'seloreito/ noun a pedal 
which makes a car go faster 
accent /'aeksont/ noun 1. a particular way 
of pronouncing O He speaks with an Ameri¬ 
can accent. 2. stress in speaking O In the 
word ‘haberdashery ’ the accent is on the first 
syllable. 3. a mark over a letter indicating a 
particular way of pronouncing it O ‘Resume ’ 
has two accents. 4. emphasis O The accent is 
on youth unemployment. 
accentuate /ask 1 sentJueit/ verb to put 
emphasis on something. Synonym 
emphasise. Antonym play down 
® accept /ok'sept/ verb 1 . to take and keep 
a present O We hope you will accept this little 
gift. 2. to say ‘yes’ or to agree to something O 
She accepted the offer of a job in Australia. O 
I invited her to come with us and she ac¬ 
cepted. 3. to agree to handle something O 
‘All major credit cards accepted. ’ O Do you 
accept traveller’s cheques? (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with except.) 

(D acceptable /ok'septob(o)l/ adj easily 
accepted O A small gift of flowers would be 
vety acceptable. O The offer is not accept¬ 
able to the vendor. 

(D acceptance /ok'septons/ noun 1. the 
act of taking something which is offered 2. 
the act or fact of agreeing to do something 
(D accepted /ok'septid/ adj which is taken 
as correct by most people. Synonym con¬ 
ventional. Antonym unconventional 
(J) access /'askses/ noun 1. a way of getting 
to a place O The concert hall has access for 
wheelchairs. O At present there is no access 
to the site. 2 . □ to have (easy) access to to be 
able to get to a place or obtain something O 
The company has access to substantial funds. 
■ verb to get information from a computer o 
She tried to access the address list. Synonym 
get into 

access course /'aekses kois/ noun a 
course of study designed to qualify someone 
for higher education 

accessible /9k'sesib(o)l/ adj 1. easily 
reached O They live on a farm which is not 
accessible by car. 2 . easy to read or under¬ 
stand O Her style of writing is quite accessi¬ 
ble. 3. suitable for disabled people O 
accessible toilets O accessible holidays 
accession /ok'seJXojn/ noun □ accession 
to the throne the act of becoming king or 
queen O On his accession to the throne, he 
took the title Alexander III. 

(D accessory /ok'sesori/ noun 1 . a useful 
piece of equipment, added to others 2. small 
items of clothing □ had a brown silk dress 
with yellow accessories had a dress worn 
with items such as a yellow belt, handbag, 


accident 

gloves, and shoes 3. a person who helps 
someone commit a crime (NOTE: The plural 
is accessories.) 

(D accident /'aeksid(o)nt/ noun 1. an un¬ 
pleasant thing which happens and causes 
damage or injury O He missed his flight, be¬ 
cause his bus had an accident. O She was in¬ 
volved in a car accident and had to go to 
hospital. 2. something that happens unex¬ 
pectedly □ by accident without being 
planned or expected O He found the missing 
papers by accident. Synonym accidentally 
accidental /,2eksi'dent(9)l/ adj which 
happens by chance O an accidental meeting 
O accidental damage O His death was not 
accidental. Synonym unintentional ■ noun 
(in music) an additional sharp, flat or natural 
accidentally / l aeksi'dent(o)li/ adv by 
chance 

acclaim /o'kleim/ noun great praise. Syn¬ 
onym approval. Antonym disapproval ■ 

verb to praise someone or something pub¬ 
licly O She was acclaimed as the best novel¬ 
ist of the decade. Antonym criticise 
acclaimed /o'kleimd/ adj much praised, 
especially publicly 

acclimatise /o'klaimotaiz/, acclimatize 

verb (NOTE: The US term is acclimate.) □ 
to become acclimatised to to become used 
to something O Gradually, the animals be¬ 
came acclimatised to their new habitat. O 
Did you ever become acclimatised to living 
in Hong Kong? 

accolade /'askoleid/ noun a thing given to 
someone as a sign of praise. Synonym 

tribute 

d> accommodate /o'kDmodeit/ verb to 
provide someone with a place to live 
accommodating /o komodeitir)/ adj tak¬ 
ing trouble to help people. Synonym helpful. 
Antonym uncooperative 
(D accommodation /o.kDmo'deiJXojn/ 
noun 1. a place to live O All the available ac¬ 
commodation in the town has been taken by 
journalists. O Visitors have difficulty in find¬ 
ing hotel accommodation during the summer. 
2. an agreement in which both sides change 
their demands ( formal) o He reached an ac¬ 
commodation with his creditors. 
accompaniment /o'kAmptojnimont/ 
noun 1. a thing which accompanies some¬ 
thing O They served cranberry sauce as an 
accompaniment to the turkey. 2. music 
played to accompany someone singing or 
playing an instrument O a piece for violin 
with piano accompaniment □ to the accom¬ 
paniment of while being accompanied by O 
He sang a rude song to the accompaniment 
of loud whistles from the audience. 

<g> accompany /o'kAmp(3)ni/ verb 1. to go 
with someone or something 2. to play a musi¬ 
cal instrument when someone else plays or 


5 account 

sings (NOTE: accompanied by someone or 
something) 

accomplice /o'kAmplis/ noun a person 
who helps another person to commit a crime 
accomplish /o'kAmpliJV verb to do some¬ 
thing successfully. Synonym achieve 
accomplished /o'kAmpliJt/ adj talented 
or skilled 

accomplishment /o'kAmpliJmont/ noun 
the successful finishing of something after a 
lot of work 

accord /o'koid/ noun 1. an agreement □ 
with one accord with the agreement of ev¬ 
eryone 2. □ of your own accord without be¬ 
ing ordered or forced by anyone O Of his own 
accord he decided to sell the business and re¬ 
tire to a Greek island. ■ verb 1. to give 
something to someone as an honour 2. □ to 
accord with to agree with ( formal ) o His 
way of behaving does not accord with his 
principles. 

<D accordance /o'koidns/ noun □ in ac¬ 
cordance with in agreement with or follow¬ 
ing O In accordance with your instructions 
we have sold the house. 
accordingly /o'koidirjli/ adv as a result of 
something just mentioned 
® according to /o'koidir) tu:/ prep as 
someone says or writes O The washing ma¬ 
chine was installed according to the manu¬ 
facturer’s instructions. O According to the 
witness, the car was going too fast. ■ adv in 
relation to O The teachers have separated the 
children into classes according to their ages. 
accost /o'kost/ verb to approach or stop 
someone in an aggressive or suggestive way 
(D account /o'kaunt/ noun 1. same as 
bank account 2. (in a shop) an arrangement 
which a customer makes with a shop to buy 
goods and pay for them later O Put it on my 
account or Charge it to my account. 3. □ on 
account as part of a total bill □ to pay 
money on account to pay part of a bill 4. □ I 
was worried on her account I was afraid 
something might happen to her □ on no ac¬ 
count not under any circumstances 5. □ to 
take something into account, to take ac¬ 
count of something to consider something o 
We have to take the weather into account. 6. 
a story of how something happened O They 
listened to his account of the journey. □ by 
all accounts as everyone says o By all ac¬ 
counts, she is a very attractive woman. 7. □ 
the accounts of a business, a company’s 
accounts detailed records of the money a 
company receives and pays out □ to keep the 
accounts to write a record of money received 
or paid out in a book for that purpose ■ verb 
(formal) □ to account for to explain some¬ 
thing that has happened O He was asked to 
account for all his expenditure. 


accountability 6 

accountability /o.kaunto'biliti/ noun the 
fact of being accountable for something 
accountable /o'kaunt3b(o)l/ adj having 
to explain what you have done, especially 
how you have spent or received money 
(NOTE: You are accountable to someone 
for something.) 

accountancy /o'kauntonsi/ noun the 
study or the work of being an accountant 
(NOTE: The US term is accounting in this 
meaning.) 

(D accountant /o'kauntont/ noun a person 
who deals with financial accounts. Synonym 

bookkeeper 

accounting /o'kauntir)/ noun the work of 
recording money paid, received, borrowed or 
owed 

accredit /o'kredit/ verb to make someone 
an official representative. Synonym 

recognise 

accredited /o'kreditid/ adj given official 
approval 

accrue /o'kru:/ verb to accumulate. Ant¬ 
onym dwindle 

® accumulate /o'kjuimjuleit/ verb to 
grow larger by addition. Synonym build up, 
accrue 

accumulation /o.kjuimju'leiJXojn/ noun 
1. the action of accumulating something 2. an 
amount of something built up over time 
accuracy /'aekjurosi/ noun the fact of be¬ 
ing correct in every detail 
© accurate /'aekjurot/ adj correct in all de¬ 
tails O Are the figures accurate? O We asked 
them to make an accurate copy of the plan. 
Synonym precise. Antonym inaccurate 
accurately /'aekjurotli/ adv correctly 
accusation /,cekju'zeij(3)n/ noun a state¬ 
ment that someone has done wrong. Syn¬ 
onym allegation 

accusative /o'kjuizotiv/ noun the gram¬ 
matical case which shows the object of a verb 
■ adj in the accusative 

® accuse /o'kjuiz/ verb to say that some¬ 
one has done something wrong O The police 
accused her of stealing the money. ("NOTE: 
You accuse someone of a crime or of doing 
something.) 

accusing /o'kjuizir)/ adj a in an accusing 
tone as if you are accusing someone of 
something 

accusingly /o'kjuizirjli/ adv as if you are 
accusing someone of something wrong 
accustom /o'kAStom/ verb □ to accustom 
yourself to something to gradually accept 
that something is normal or usual O They had 
to accustom themselves to working in 
Swedish. 

accustomed /o'kAStomd/ adj normal or 
usual □ accustomed to used to O She was ac¬ 
customed to walking her dog in the park ev- 


acoustics 

ery morning. O It took him some time to be¬ 
come accustomed to driving on the right- 
hand side of the road. 

ace /eis/ noun 1. a playing card with one 
spot 2. someone who is excellent at doing 
something 3. a service in tennis which the 
opponent cannot return 
(D ache /eik/ noun a pain that lasts for a 
while, t toothache, headache. Synonym 
pain ■ verb 1. to hurt or feel pain that lasts 
for a while ( formal) 2. to feel a painful de¬ 
sire. Synonym long 

® achieve /o'tjiiv/ verb to succeed in do¬ 
ing something O What do you hope to 
achieve by writing to your MP? O He 
achieved all his objectives. Synonym attain 
@ achievement /o'tjiivmont/ noun a 
thing which has been done successfully o 
Coming sixth was a great achievement, since 
he had never raced before. O She is exces¬ 
sively modest about her achievements. Syn¬ 
onym attainment 

Achilles’ heel /a,kiliiz 'hi:l/ noun a weak 
spot where you can be hurt 
Achilles’ tendon /3,kili:z 'tendon/ noun 
the tendon at the back of the ankle 
(D acid /'aesid/ noun a chemical substance 
containing hydrogen that forms a salt when 
combined with an alkali, and turns litmus pa¬ 
per red. Antonym alkali ■ adj sour o the 
acid taste of lemons. Synonym acidic 
acidic /a'sidik/ adj which has a sour taste. 
Synonym acid 

acidity /o'siditi/ noun 1. the percentage of 
acid in something 2. bitter taste 
acid rain /.assid 'rein/ noun polluted rain 
which kills trees 

acid test /.assid 'test/ noun a test which 
will show the true value of something 
(D acknowledge /ok'nDlid 3 / verb 1 . to say 
that something has been received 2. to accept 
that something is true. Synonym admit 
acknowledgement /oknolid^mont/ 
noun 1. a reply to say that something has 
been received 2. an admission that something 
is true 

acme /'aekmi/ noun the highest point. Syn¬ 
onym peak. Antonym nadir 
acne /'aekni/ noun spots on the skin, usually 
on the face, neck and shoulders 
acolyte /'aekolait/ noun 1. a person who 
helps a priest during religious ceremonies 2. 
a person who supports someone else, often 
without criticising their behaviour or 
opinions 

acorn /'eikoin/ noun the fruit of an oak tree 
acoustic /o'kuistik/ adj referring to sound 
acoustics /o'kuistiks/ plural noun the 
ability to cany sound without changing its 
quality O The acoustics in the concert hall 
are good. 


acquaint 7 

acquaint /a'kweint/ verb 1. □ to be ac¬ 
quainted with someone or something have 
some knowledge of someone or something 
(formal) o Is he acquainted with the details 
of the case? O She is acquainted with my fa¬ 
ther. 2. to inform someone 
acquaintance /o'kweintons/ noun 1. 
knowledge of someone O My first acquain¬ 
tance with him was in Hong Kong in 1997. □ 
to make the acquaintance of to get to know 
someone for the first time O I made her ac¬ 
quaintance when we were at college to¬ 
gether. 2. a person you know slightly O She 
has many acquaintances in the publishing in¬ 
dustry but no real friends. 
acquiesce /.zekwi'es/ verb to agree to 
something without protesting about it (for¬ 
mal). Synonym accept. Antonym resist 
acquiescence /,aekwi'es(3)ns/ noun 
agreement without protest. Synonym 
acceptance 

(D acquire /a'kwais/ verb to obtain or to 
get something 

(D acquisition /,aekwi'zij(3)n/ noun 1 . the 
act of acquiring something 2. a thing which 
has been acquired 

acquisitive /a'kwizitiv/ adj always want¬ 
ing to acquire new things. Synonym greedy 
acquit /s'kwit/ verb 1 . to state formally 
that someone is not guilty 2. □ to acquit 
yourself well to do well when trying some¬ 
thing difficult or for the first time O She said 
she had never played tennis before, but in the 
event she acquitted herself very well. 
acquittal /9'kwit(9)l/ noun a decision by a 
court that someone is not guilty 
acre /'eiks/ noun a measure of land, 4840 
square yards or 0.4047 hectares (NOTE: The 
plural is used with figures, except before a 
noun: a farm of 250 acres or a 250-acre 
farm) 

acrid /'seknd/ adj with a bitter smell 
acrimonious ^gekri'maunias/ adj angry 
and bitter. Synonym hostile. Antonym 
amicable 

acrobat /'aekrabart / noun a person who 
performs difficult and exciting physical 
movements for the public 
acrobatic /.aekrs'baetik/ adj 1 . moving in 
a difficult and exciting way, like an acrobat. 
Synonym gymnastic 2. lively and energetic. 
Synonym agile 

acrobatics /.sekra'baetiks/ plural noun 1. 
acrobatic movements 2. skills used in doing 
something difficult O We enjoyed the verbal 
acrobatics as they tried to explain their 
actions. 

acronym /'askranim/ noun a word made 
from the first letters of the name of some¬ 
thing O NATO and AIDS are both acronyms. 

Compare abbreviation 


action 

® across /a'kms/ prep 1. from one side to 
the other O Don’t run across the road with¬ 
out looking to see if there is any traffic com¬ 
ing. 2. on the other side of O He called to her 
from across the street. □ their house is 
across the street from ours it is opposite our 
house ■ adv from one side to the other o The 
river is only twenty feet across. O The stream 
is very narrow -you can easily jump across. 
across-the-board /s.krDs da 'bo:d/ adj, 
adv having the same effect on everyone or 
everything 

acrylic /s'krilik/ noun a synthetic sub¬ 
stance used to make many products, includ¬ 
ing fibres ■ adj made from acrylic 
acrylic paint /o'krilik peint/ noun a paint 
used by artists, made from acrylic 
(D act /aekt/ noun 1 . a thing which is done o 
the many acts of kindness she had shown him 
over the years □ we caught him or her in 
the act we caught him or her as he or she was 
doing it 2. a distinct part of a play or show O 
Act II of the play takes place in the garden. O 
The circus has acts by clowns and wild ani¬ 
mals. □ to get your act together to organise 
yourself properly ( informal ) o If they don 7 
get their act together, they ’ll miss their train. 
3. a law passed by Parliament O an act to ban 
the sale of weapons ■ verb 1 . to take part in a 
performance such as a film or play O She’s 
acted on TV many times. O He acted the part 
of Hamlet in the film. 2. to do something O 
You will have to act quickly if you want to 
stop the fire. O She acted in a very responsi¬ 
ble way. □ to act on behalf of to do some¬ 
thing official for someone or represent 
someone O The lawyer is acting on behalf of 
the old lady’s family. □ to act as to do the 
work of O The thick curtain acts as a screen 
to cut out noise from the street. 3. to behave 
O acting very strangely 4. to take effect O 
How long will the drug take to act? 
acting /'asktirj/ adj taking the place of 
someone who is absent. Synonym tempo¬ 
rary. Antonym permanent ■ noun the pro¬ 
fession of an actor 

(D action /'aekj’an/ noun 1. something done, 
or the doing of something O What action are 
you going to take to prevent accidents? □ out 
of action not working O The car has been out 
of action for a week. O The goalkeeper broke 
his leg and will be out of action for some 
time. 2. what happens in a performance such 
as a play or film O The action of the play 
takes place in a flat in London. 3. an instruc¬ 
tion to start recording a film O Camera, 
lights, action! 4. a case in a law court where 
someone tries to get money from someone 
else O to bring an action for damages against 
someone O an action for libel or a libel ac¬ 
tion □ to take legal action against someone 


action-packed 8 

to take someone to court to try to get money 
from him or her 

action-packed /'aekjon paekt/ adj with a 
large number of exciting events 
action replay /, ask Jon 'riiplei/ noun a 
section of a sporting event which is shown 
again on TV at a slower speed, so that the ac¬ 
tion can be examined carefully 
d> activate /'asktiveit/ verb 1. to make 
something start to work 2. to start a chemical 
reaction 

(D active /'asktiv/ adj 1. energetic or posi¬ 
tive O He didn’t play an active part in the at¬ 
tack on the police station. O My grandmother 
is still very active at the age of 88. 2. (of a 
volcano) which is erupting or liable to erupt 
O Scientists think the volcano is no longer 
active. 3. □ on active service, on active duty 
US serving in the armed services in time of 
war O He was killed on active service. 4. the 
form of a verb which shows that the subject 
is doing something (NOTE: If you say ‘the car 
hit him’ the verb is active, but in ‘he was hit 
by the car’ it is passive.) 

(D actively /'aektivli/ adv in an active way. 
Synonym vigorously 

(D activist /'aektivist/ noun a person who 
vigorously supports a political party. Syn¬ 
onym campaigner 

(D activity /aek'tiviti/ noun 1. the act or fact 
of being active O There is a possibility of vol¬ 
canic activity. 2. something that someone 
does to occupy or pass time pleasantly O 
Children are offered various holiday activi¬ 
ties - sailing, windsurfing and water-skiing. 
(NOTE: The plural in this meaning is activi¬ 
ties.) 

activity holiday /aek'tiviti ,hDlidei/ 

noun a holiday taken to do a leisure activity 

such as painting or rock-climbing 

Act of Parliament /,aekt ov 'pailomont/ 

noun a law which has been passed by 

parliament 

actor /'aekto/, actress /'aektros/ noun a 
person who acts in the theatre, in films, on 
TV (NOTE: The plural of actress is ac¬ 
tresses.) 

(D actual /'aekt Juol/ adj real o It looks quite 
small but the actual height is 5 metres. O Her 
actual words were much stronger. Antonym 
imaginary □ in actual fact really O In spite 
of what the newspapers said, in actual fact he 
did win first prize. 

® actually /'aektjuoli/ adv really o It looks 
quite small, but actually it is over 5 metres 
high. O He said he was ill, but actually he 
wanted to go to the football match. 
actuary /'aektjuori/ noun a person who 
calculates insurance rates 


adaptation 

acumen /'askjumon/ noun the ability to 
make clever and successful decisions. Syn¬ 
onym insight 

acupuncture /'askjupAgktJo/ noun a 
medical treatment that comes from China, in 
which needles are stuck through the skin into 
nerve centres in order to reduce or remove 
pain or to treat an illness, etc. 
acupuncturist /'askju.pAnktJorist/ noun 
a person who practises acupuncture 
acute /o'kjuit/ adj 1. (of serious illness or 
pain) which starts suddenly and lasts for a 
short time O a child with acute bronchitis O 
The pain was very acute. Compare chronic 
2. able to notice something easily o Dogs 
have an acute sense of smell. 
acute accent /o,kju:t 'aeksont/ noun a 
mark sloping forwards over a vowel, indicat¬ 
ing a change of sound 

acute angle /o.kjuit 'aerjgol/ noun an an¬ 
gle which is less than 90° 
acutely /o'kjuitli/ adv to a high degree. 
Synonym very. Antonym slightly 
(D ad /aed/ noun an advertisement (informal) 
O If you want to sell your car quickly, put an 
ad in the paper. 

AD abbr Anno Domini (used in dates) o 
Claudius invaded Britain in 43 AD. (NOTE: 
Latin for ‘in the year of our Lord’. For dates 
before the birth of Christ, use BC.) 
adage /'asdid 3 / noun a traditional statement 
about an aspect of everyday life O According 
to the old adage, ’time is a great healer’. 
Synonym saying 

adagio /o'da:d33u/ noun a slow piece of 
music (NOTE: The plural is adagios.) 

Adam /'aedom/ noun □ I don’t know him 
or her from Adam I have no idea who he or 
she is (informal) 

adamant /'aedomont/ adj with firm opin¬ 
ions. Synonym obstinate. Antonym 
amenable 

Adam’s apple /,aedomz 'aep(3)l/ noun a 
piece of cartilage that makes a lump in the 
front of the throat, which can sometimes be 
seen in men 

(D adapt /o'daept/ verb 1. to change some¬ 
thing to be suitable for a new situation O She 
adapted the story for TV. O The car has been 
adapted for disabled drivers. 2. to change 
your behaviour to fit into a new situation O 
We’U all have to learn to adapt to the new 
system. 

adaptability /o.daepto'biliti/ noun being 
able to change or be changed easily to new 
situations or uses. Synonym flexibility 
adaptable /o'daeptob(o)l/ adj able to 
change or be changed easily to deal with new 
situations or uses. Synonym flexible 
(D adaptation /.aedaep'teiJCojn/ noun 1. a 
change which fits new situations or uses 2. 


add 


9 


something such as a film or play which has 
been developed from another 
CD add /aed/ verb 1 . to make a total of num¬ 
bers O If you add all these numbers together 
it should make fifty. (NOTE: Adding is usu¬ 
ally shown by the sign + : 10 + 4 = 14.) 2. to 
join to something else O Interest is added to 
the account monthly. O Add two cupfuls of 
sugar. O Put a teabag into the pot and add 
boiling water. O By building the annexe, they 
have added thirty rooms to the hotel. 3. to 
say or to write something more O I have 
nothing to add to what I put in my letter. O 
She added that we still owed her some money 
for work she did last month. 
added /'aedid/ adj included as well as what 
there is already. Synonym extra 
adder /'aeda/ noun a type of poisonous Eu¬ 
ropean snake. Also called viper 
addict /'aedikt/ noun a person who cannot 
stop doing something 

addicted /o'diktid/ adj unable to stop do¬ 
ing something 

addiction /o'dikjon/ noun the fact or state 
of being unable to stop doing something. 
Synonym habit 

addictive /o'diktiv/ adj 1. which people 
can become addicted to 2. which you can get 
used to doing 

<D addition /o'diJ(o)n/ noun 1. the action 
of adding figures to make a total O You don’t 
need a calculator to do a simple addition. 2. 
a thing or person added O the latest addition 
to the family O He showed us the additions to 
his collection of paintings. 3. □ in addition 
as well □ in addition to as well as o There 
are twelve registered letters to be sent in ad¬ 
dition to this parcel. 

(D additional /s'diJXsjnal/ adj included as 
well as what there is already. Synonym extra 
<D additionally /a'diJXajnsli/ adv as well 
as what there is already 
additive /'aeditiv/ noun a substance which 
is added to something, especially to food to 
preserve it or alter the taste or colour 
<D address /o'dres/ noun 1 . a set of details 
of the number of a house, the name of a street 
and the town where someone lives or works 
O What is the doctor’s address? O Our ad¬ 
dress is: 1 Cambridge Road, Teddington, 
Middlesex. 2. a formal speech O He made an 
address to the Parliament. (NOTE: The plural 
is addresses.) ■ verb 1. to write details 
such as someone’s name, street and town on 
a letter or parcel O That letter is addressed to 
me - don’t open it! 2. to speak or write to 
someone O Please address your inquiries to 
the information office. O Teachers are not 
normally addressed as ‘Sir’ in the USA. 3. to 
make a formal speech to a group O The 
chairman addressed the meeting. 4. to exam¬ 
ine a problem O This is an important issue 


adjoin 

which must be addressed at the next meeting. 
O The committee failed to address the ques¬ 
tion of sexual harassment. 
address book /a'dres buk/ noun a spe¬ 
cial book with columns printed in such a way 
that names, addresses and phone numbers 
can be entered 

address list /o'dres list/ noun a list of 
names and addresses of people and 
companies 

add up /,aed Ap/ verb 1. to put several fig¬ 
ures together to make a total □ the figures do 
not add up the total given is not correct 2. □ 
it doesn’t add up it doesn’t make sense, it is 
confusing O The story she told the police 
simply did not add up. 

add up to /,aed Ap tu/ verb to make a total 
of something. Synonym come to 
adenoids /'aedinoidz/ plural noun small 
masses of tissue in the back of the throat 
adept /o'dept/ adj skilful at doing some¬ 
thing O She’s adept at avoiding paying her 
bills. Antonym inept ■ noun a person who is 
skilful at doing something ( formal ) 

<D adequate /'aedikwat/ adj enough to ful¬ 
fil a purpose O We don’t have adequate sup¬ 
plies for the whole journey. O His salary is 
barely adequate to support his family. 
adhere /ad'hia tui/ verb to attach physi¬ 
cally to something. Synonym stick □ to ad¬ 
here to something to keep to a rule, 
agreement or promise 

adherent /od'hioront/ noun a person who 
supports a policy or a religion. Synonym 

supporter 

adhesion /od'hi^ojn/ noun the ability of 
something to stick to something else 
adhesive /ad'hiisiv/ adj which sticks ■ 
noun a substance which sticks things to¬ 
gether. Synonym glue 

ad hoc adj /aed 'hDk/ arranged for a spe¬ 
cific case O an ad hoc decision O We order 
the books on an ad hoc basis. ■ adv as neces¬ 
sary, without planning in advance O I did it 
ad hoc. 

ad infinitum /aed infi'naitom/ adv for 
ever. Synonym endlessly 
adj, adj. abbr 1. adjective 2. adjunct 
adjacent /o'd3eis(3)nt/ adj very close to or 
almost touching something □ adjacent to 
very near to O The house is adjacent to the 
garden centre. 

adjectival / l aed3ik'taiv(3)l/ adj used like 
an adjective 

(D adjective /'aed 3 iktiv/ noun a word 
which describes a noun O In the phrase ‘a 
big black cloud’, ‘big’ and ‘black’ are both 
adjectives. 

adjoin / 3 'd 30 in/ verb to be close to or 
touching something □ adjoining rooms 


adjourn 

rooms which are next to each other O They 
asked to be put in adjoining rooms. 
adjourn /o'd33:n/ verb to stop something 
such as a meeting or court proceedings in or¬ 
der to continue at a later time or date □ let’s 
adjourn to the bar let’s go on talking over a 
drink in the bar 

adjournment /o^sinmont/ noun the act 
of stopping a meeting or court proceeedings 
in order to continue at a later time or date 
adjudicate /3'd3u:dikeit/ verb 1 . to give 
an official decision in a legal matter or a dis¬ 
agreement 2. to act as a judge in a 
competition 

adjudication /o.dsuidi'keiJXajn/ noun 1 . 
an official decision in a legal matter or a dis¬ 
agreement 2. the judging of a competition 
adjudicator /o'dsuidikeito/ noun 1 . a 
person who gives an official decision in a le¬ 
gal matter or a disagreement 2. a person who 
judges a competition 

adjunct /' 2 ed 3 Agkt/ noun something which 
is joined to something else 
(D adjust /o'd 3 ASt/ verb 1 . to make a slight 
change to something 2. □ to adjust to to 
change and adapt to something O How are 
you adjusting to living in a tropical climate? 
adjustable /3'd3ASt3b(o)l/ adj which can 
be adjusted. Synonym adaptable 
(D adjustment /o^Astmont/ noun a 
slight change to make something work well. 
Synonym modification 
ad-lib /,aed 'lib/ adj, adv spoken without us¬ 
ing a prepared set of words O a few ad-lib re¬ 
marks ■ verb to speak without a prepared set 
of words. Synonym improvise (NOTE: 
ad-libbing - ad-libs - ad-libbed) 
admin /'aedmin/ noun 1. the work of ad¬ 
ministration 2. staff dealing with administra¬ 
tion (NOTE: singular or plural verb) 
administer /od'mimsto/ verb 1 . to man¬ 
age or organise something 2. to give some¬ 
one a drug or treatment 3. □ to administer 
an oath to someone to make someone swear 
an oath ( formal ) 

(D administration /od.mmi'streiJXojn/ 
noun 1. the act of organising something such 
as a company or office O Hospital adminis¬ 
tration must be improved. O Who’s in charge 
of administration here? 2. a particular gov¬ 
ernment O the Bush Administration 3. □ the 
administration of justice providing justice 
© administrative /od'ministrotrv/ ac/y re¬ 
ferring to administration 
(D administrator /od'mimstreito/ noun 1 . 
a ruler or governor 2. a person who runs an 
organisation 

admirable /'aedm(3)r3b(9)l/ adj which 
must be approved of and praised. Synonym 

praiseworthy 


adolescent 

admirably /'aedm(9)r3bli/ adv to a remark¬ 
able or excellent degree 
admiral /'aedm^jrol/ noun a high ranking 
officer in a country’s navy 
admiration /.asdmo'reiJXojn/ noun respect 
for someone or something. Synonym regard. 
Antonym disapproval 
(D admire /od'maio/ verb 1 . to consider 
someone or something with approval O a 
much-admired chief minister O He was ad¬ 
mired for his skill as a violinist. Synonym re¬ 
spect 2. to look at someone or something 
you find attractive O We admired their gar¬ 
den. O She admired and envied their slim 
figures. 

admirer /ad'maisra/ noun a person who 
loves someone or is attracted by someone. 
Synonym fan 

admiring /od'maiorir)/ adj showing that 
you admire someone or something. Synonym 

appreciative 

admiringly /od'maiorirjli/ adv in an ad¬ 
miring way 

(D admission /od'miJXojn/ noun 1. the act 
or fact of being allowed to go in □ no admis¬ 
sion no one can enter 2. a statement saying 
that something is true 

admission fee /od'miJXojn fi:/ noun a fee 
paid to go into a place such as a museum or a 
sports stadium 

® admit /od'mit/ verb 1. to allow someone 
to go in O Children are admitted free, but 
adults have to pay. O This ticket admits three 
persons. 2. to say that something is true O 
They admitted stealing the car. O She admit¬ 
ted she had taken the wrong road. 3. to ac¬ 
cept evidence in court (NOTE: admitting - 
admits - admitted) 

admittance /od'mitns/ noun the allowing 
of someone to go into a place. Synonym 

admission 

admittedly /od'mitidli/ adv admitting that 
this is true 

admonish /od'mDmJV verb to criticise or 
warn someone. Synonym reprove. Antonym 
praise 

admonishment /od'mDniJmont/ noun a 
warning given to someone (formal). Syn¬ 
onym reprimand. Antonym approval 
ad nauseam /asd 'noiziasm/ adv until ev¬ 
eryone is sick of it 

ado /o'du:/ noun □ without any more ado 

without any more delay 
adolescence /^do'lesCojns/ noun a pe¬ 
riod between childhood and adulthood, be¬ 
tween the ages of 12 and 18. Synonym teens 
adolescent /.aedo'lesCojnt/ adj referring 
to the period between childhood and adult¬ 
hood O She teaches a class of adolescent 
boys. ■ noun a young person between 12 and 
18. Synonym teenager 
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adopt 

(D adopt /o'dopt/ verb 1. to take someone 
legally as a son or daughter O They have 
adopted a little boy. 2. to take and use some¬ 
thing O adopted an air of superiority O The 
opposition parties have adopted a different 
line of argument. 3. to tell all students to use 
something O The book has been adopted for 
use in all English classes. 4. (of a political 
party) to choose a candidate o James Black 
was adopted as the candidate for our 
constituency. 

adopted /o'doptid/ adj taken legally as 
someone’s son or daughter 
(D adoption /o'dopjon/ noun 1. the legal 
taking of someone as a son or daughter □ to 
put someone up for adoption to offer a 
child to be adopted 2. the act of choosing an 
official candidate 

adoptive /o'dDptiv/ adj who has or have 
adopted a child as a son or daughter □ adop¬ 
tive parents or mother or father Synonym 
legal. Antonym natural 
adorable /3'do:r3b(9)l/ adj attractive and 
appealing. Synonym lovable 
adoration /.asdo'reiJXojn/ noun admira¬ 
tion or love 

adore /o'do:/ verb to like someone or some¬ 
thing very much. Synonym love. Antonym 
hate 

adoring /o'doirir)/ adj who or which 
adores. Synonym affectionate 
adorn /o'doin/ verb to decorate something 
with ornaments ( formal ) 
adrenalin /o'drenolin/ noun a hormone 
produced by glands in the body when a per¬ 
son or animal is experiencing surprise, shock, 
fear or excitement. It speeds up the heartbeat 
and raises the blood pressure. □ to get the 
adrenalin going, flowing to make someone 
excited and energetic O The preparation for 
the great race got the adrenalin going. 
adrift /o'dnft/ adv 1. floating on the water 
but not being guided by anyone □ to cast a 
boat adrift to let a boat float without control 
2. not connected O It won ’t work because the 
wire has come adrift from the plug. 3. away 
from the correct figure O I think, we are about 
£250 adrift in our calculations. 
adroit /o'droit/ adj clever, especially in ne¬ 
gotiating. Synonym skilful. Antonym 
clumsy 

adroitly /o'droitli/ adv skilfully 

ADSL abbr asymmetrical digital subscriber 

line 

adulation /.asdju'leiJXajn/ noun excessive 
praise. Synonym adoration. Antonym dis¬ 
paragement 

d) adult /'aedAlt/ adj 1. fully grown o an 
adult tiger 2. referring to mature people O 
adult fiction ■ noun a mature person, or a 


advantage 

mature animal or plant. Synonym grown-up. 
Antonym child 

adult education /.asdAlt edju'keiJ(o)n/ 
noun the teaching of people over the age of 
20 

adulterate /o'dAltoreit/ verb 1. to add wa¬ 
ter to milk or wine 2. to make something less 
pure by adding an inferior substance to it 
adulteration /o.dAlto'reiJXojn/ noun the 
act of making something less pure. Synonym 
contamination. Antonym purification 
adulterer /o'dAltoro/, adulteress /o- 
'dAlt(9)ros/ noun a person who commits 
adultery 

adultery /o'dAlt(3)ri/ noun sexual inter¬ 
course with someone who is not your hus¬ 
band or wife 

adulthood /'aedAlthud/ noun the period 
when someone is adult. Synonym maturity. 
Antonym childhood 
adv, adv. abbr 1 . adverb 2. adverbial 
(D advance /od'vains/ noun 1. a move¬ 
ment forwards 2. □ in advance earlier than 
something happens O If you want to get good 
seats for the play, you need to book three 
weeks in advance. O You must phone well in 
advance to make an appointment. 3. money 
paid as a loan or as a part of a payment to be 
made later ■ verb 1 . to go forward 2. to pay 
money as a loan or as part of a later payment 
3. to change a date or time for something to 
an earlier one 4. to move a clock to a later 
time. Synonym put forward ■ adj done be¬ 
fore something happens 
© advanced /od'vainst/ adj 1. which is 
studied after studying for several years O tak¬ 
ing advanced mathematics O studying for an 
advanced degree 2. which has moved for¬ 
ward O in an advanced state of decay □ the 
season is well advanced the season is com¬ 
ing to an end 

advancement /od'vainsmont/ noun 1. 
the act of moving something forwards 2. a 
promotion in a job or organisation 
advances /od'vainsiz/ plural noun at¬ 
tempts to be friendly with someone 
(D advantage /od'va:ntid 3 / noun some¬ 
thing which will help you to be successful o 
Being able to drive a car is an advantage. O 
Knowledge of two foreign languages is an 
advantage in this job. O She has several ad¬ 
vantages over the other candidates for the 
job. Synonym benefit. Antonym disadvan¬ 
tage □ to take advantage of to profit from 
something O They took advantage of the 
cheap fares on offer. □ to take advantage of 
someone to cheat someone O He took advan¬ 
tage of the old lady. □ to advantage in a way 
that makes someone look perfect O Her dress 
shows off her figure to advantage. □ to use 
something to great advantage to use some¬ 
thing in a way which helps you win 
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advantageous 

advantageous /.aedvon'teidsos/ adj 
likely to help or make something successful. 
Synonym beneficial. Antonym disadvan¬ 
tageous 

advent /'asdvent/ noun the introduction or 
appearance of something new 
Advent /'sedvent/ noun the period just be¬ 
fore Christmas 

adventure /od 1 vent Jo/ noun a new, excit¬ 
ing and dangerous experience O I must tell 
you about our adventures in the Gobi desert. 

Synonym escapade 

adventure playground /od.ventjo 
'pleigraund/ noun a children’s playground 
with objects such as climbing frames, slides 
and wooden houses 

adventurous /od'ventJ(o)ros/ adj 1. 
happy to do something risky 2. exciting and 
full of adventure 

(D adverb /'£edv3ib/ noun a word which ap¬ 
plies to a verb, an adjective, another adverb 
or a whole sentence O In the phrase ‘He 
walked slowly, because the snow was very 
thick. ’ ‘slowly ’ and ‘very ’ are both adverbs. 
adverbial /aed'v3:biol/ adj used as an 
adverb 

adversary /'£edvos(o)ri/ noun the person 
you are fighting or opposed to. Synonym 
opponent. Antonym supporter (NOTE: The 
plural is adversaries.) 
adverse /'aedv3is/ adj 1. (of a wind) which 
blows against you 2. ( conditions ) which do 
not help or which go against you □ adverse 
balance of trade a situation where a country 
imports more than it exports 
adversely /'aedv3isli/ adv in a bad or dam¬ 
aging way 

adversity /od'v3:siti/ noun difficult times, 
when you have to face all sorts of problems. 
Synonym hardship. Antonym privilege 
(D advert /'£edv3it/ noun GB same as ad¬ 
vertisement ( informal ) 
advertise /'aedvotaiz/ verb to make sure 
that people know that something is for sale, 
that something is going to happen or that a 
show is on O I sent away for a watch which I 
saw advertised in the paper. O The company 
is advertising for secretaries. O Did you see 
that the restaurant is advertising cheap 
meals on Sundays? □ there’s no need to ad¬ 
vertise the fact there’s no need to tell every¬ 
one something which would be better kept 
secret 

d> advertisement /od'v3:tismont/ noun 
an announcement which tries to make sure 
that people know that something is for sale, 
that something is going to happen or that a 
show is on 

advertiser /'aedvotaizo/ noun a person 
who advertises something 


aerodynamics 

® advertising /'aedvotaizir)/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of making sure that people know that 
something is for sale, that something is going 
to happen or that a show is on O They spent 
millions on the advertising campaign. O The 
company has increased the amount of money 
it spends on advertising. Synonym publicity 
advertising agency /'asdvotaizir) 
,eid 3 onsi/ noun an agency which organises 
advertisements for other companies 
(S) advice /od'vais/ noun the saying of what 
should be done O She took or followed the 
doctor’s advice. O He went to the bank man¬ 
ager for advice on how to pay his debts. O 
They would not listen to the doctor’s advice. 
O My grandfather gave me a very useful 
piece of advice. O His mother’s advice was to 
stay in bed. (NOTE: no plural: some advice; 
for one item say a piece of advice) 
advisable /od'vaizob(o)l/ adj which is rec¬ 
ommended. Synonym sensible. Antonym 
unwise 

® advise /od'vaiz/ verb 1. to suggest to 
someone what should be done O He advised 
her to put all her money into a deposit ac¬ 
count. 2. to tell someone officially that some¬ 
thing has happened ( formal ) o They advised 
us that the sale of the house had been 
completed. 

(D adviser /od'vaizo/, advisor noun 1 . a 
person who gives advice 2. a person who ad¬ 
vises students on their courses and other aca¬ 
demic matters 3. a teacher who advises 
school heads and teachers on the teaching of 
a specialist subject 

advisory /od'vaiz(o)ri/ adj giving advice 
advocacy /'aedvokosi/ noun strong sup¬ 
port for a cause or policy 
advocate noun /'aedvokot/ 1 . a lawyer in a 
Scottish court 2. a person who strongly 
supports a cause 3. a person who says that 
something is a good thing ■ verb 
/'aedvokeit/ to say that something is a good 
thing. Synonym support. Antonym oppose 
aerial /'eoriol/ adj referring to the air ■ 
noun a device for receiving radio or TV sig¬ 
nals (NOTE: The US term is antenna.) 
aerobic /eo'roubik/ adj using or needing 
oxygen. Antonym anaerobic 
aerobics /eo'roubiks/ noun active exer¬ 
cises which aim to increase the amount of 
oxygen taken into the body (NOTE: takes a 
singular verb) 

aerodrome /'eorodroum/ noun a small 
airport. Synonym airfield 
aerodynamic /.eoroudai'naemik/ adj re¬ 
ferring to the movement of objects through 
the air 

aerodynamics /.eoroudai'naemiks/ noun 
1. the science of the movement of objects 
through the air (NOTE: takes a singular verb) 
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aeronautical 


2. the way in which a machine moves 
through the air (NOTE: takes a plural verb) 
aeronautical ^eoro'noitikfe)]/ adj refer¬ 
ring to the flying of aircraft 
(D aeroplane /'earaplein/ noun a machine 
which flies in the air, carrying passengers or 
cargo. Synonym aircraft, plane (NOTE: The 
US term is airplane.) 

aerosol /'earssol/ noun 1. a can which 
sprays a liquid such as an insecticide or med¬ 
icine in the form of tiny drops 2. tiny parti¬ 
cles of a chemical in the air 
aerospace /'esrsuspeis/ noun Earth’s at¬ 
mosphere and space beyond it 
aerospace industry /'earauspeis 
.indastri/ noun the industry involved in 
making and flying aeroplanes 
aesthetic /i:s'0etik/ adj pleasant, from an 
artistic point of view (NOTE: The usual US 
spelling is esthetic.) 

aesthetically /iis'Getikli/ adv from an ar¬ 
tistic point of view (NOTE: The usual US 
spelling is esthetically.) 
aesthetics /i:'s0etiks/ noun the science of 
and study of beauty, especially in art (NOTE: 
takes a singular verb. The usual US spelling 
is esthetics.) 

afar /s'fa:/ adv □ from afar from a long 
way away ( formal) O Travellers came from 
afar to the great market at Samarkand. 
affability /.asfa'biliti/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing pleasant and easy to talk to 
affable / l cef3b(3)l/ adj pleasant and easy to 
talk to. Synonym genial. Antonym 
unfriendly 

affably /'asfabli/ adv in a pleasant or 
friendly way 

CD affair /s'fes/ noun 1. something which is 
relevant to one person or a group of people 
only O That’s his affair - it’s nothing to do 
with me. O It’s an affair for the police. O 
She’s always sticking her nose into other 
people’s affairs. O His business affairs were 
very complicated. 2. a sexual relationship 
with someone who is not the person’s hus¬ 
band or wife O He’s having an affair with his 
boss’s wife. 3. □ state of affairs general situ¬ 
ation O the present state of affairs 
(D affect /s'fekt/ verb 1. to have an influ¬ 
ence on or change someone or something O 
The new regulations have affected our busi¬ 
ness. O Train services have been seriously af¬ 
fected by the strike. 2. to pretend O He 
affected not to notice. 

affectation /,aefek'teij(3)n/ noun some¬ 
thing which someone pretends but which is 
not sincere 

affected /s'fektid/ adj pretended and not 
sincere. Synonym pretentious 
affection /s'fekjsn/ noun a feeling of lik¬ 
ing or love 


afford 

affectionate /a'fekjanst/ adj showing 
love. Synonym loving 

affectionately /s'fekj’snatli/ adv in a lov¬ 
ing way 

affidavit /.cefi'deivit/ noun a written state¬ 
ment which is signed and sworn before a so¬ 
licitor and which can then be used as 
evidence in court 

affiliatenoun /s'filist/ a company formally 
associated with another one O We have affili¬ 
ates in several European countries. Synonym 
associate ■ verb /a'filieit/ to connect 
something or someone to a larger group. 
Synonym link 

affiliated /s'filieitid/ adj connected to or 
with another as an affiliate 
affiliation /s.fili'eij^n/ noun the act or 
fact of being affiliated. Synonym 

association 

affinity /s'finiti/ noun the fact of being 
similar in character □ to feel an affinity for 
to feel a special link with someone or some¬ 
thing O She feels an affinity for homeless 
people. 

affirm /a'fsim/ verb 1. to state publicly that 
something is true 2. to make a statement in 
court that you will tell the truth, though this 
is not sworn on oath 

affirmation /.aefs'meiJXs)!!/ noun 1. a 
statement that something is true 2. a state¬ 
ment in court that you will tell the truth, 
though this is not sworn on oath 
affirmative /a'fsimativ/ adj meaning 
‘yes’. Antonym negative ■ noun a word or 
statement meaning ‘yes’ □ the answer is in 
the affirmative the answer is ‘yes’ 
affix verb /s'fiks/ to fix something in place 
(formal ) o He affixed the seal to the contract. 
O There is no need to affix a stamp on a pre¬ 
paid envelope. Synonym attach. Antonym 
remove ■ noun /'asfiks/ a group of letters 
added to the beginning or end of a word to 
make a new word 

afflict /s'flikt/ verb (of a serious problem 
or illness) to make someone suffer ( formal ) 
affliction /s'flikjan/ noun (formal ) 1. an 
illness affecting someone physically or men¬ 
tally 2. something that causes distress 
affluence /'asfluans/ noun wealth. Syn¬ 
onym prosperity. Antonym poverty 
affluent /'asflusnt/ adj very rich. Synonym 
wealthy 

(D afford /a'fold/ verb to have enough 
money, time or other resources to do some¬ 
thing O We can’t afford to run a large car 
these days. O He couldn’t afford the time to 
take a holiday. (NOTE: only used after can, 
cannot, could, could not, able to, unable 
to) 


affordable 

affordable /9'f9:d9b(9)l/ adj which can be 
afforded. Synonym reasonable. Antonym 
expensive 

affront /o'frAnt/ noun an action which in¬ 
sults someone ■ verb to insult someone ► 
Synonym (all senses) insult. Antonym 
compliment 

afield /o'fiild/ adv □ far afield a long way 
away O People come from far afield to visit 
the grave. 

afloat /o'flout/ adv 1. floating, not sinking 
O She kept afloat by holding on to a piece of 
wood. O Our boat was driven onto the beach 
by the storm, but we managed to get it afloat 
again. 2. (of a company) not in financial dif¬ 
ficulties O I wonder how they manage to stay 
afloat when the market is so difficult. 
afoot /o'fut/ adv in the process of being 
planned 

aforementioned /o'foimenjond/ (for¬ 
mal) adj mentioned earlier ■ noun someone 
or something mentioned earlier 
3) afraid /o'freid/ adj 1. frightened of some¬ 
thing O I am afraid of snakes. O He is too 
afraid to climb the ladder. 2. □ to be afraid 
(that) to be sorry to say O I'm afraid that all 
the cakes have been sold. O You can’t see the 
boss - I’m afraid he’s ill. O Have you got a 
pocket calculator? — No, I’m afraid not. 
afresh /o'frej/ adv again. Synonym anew 
(i) African /'aefrikon/ adj referring to Africa 
■ noun a person from Africa 
African American /.aefrikon o'merikon/ 
noun an American whose ancestors came 
from Africa 

African Caribbean /.aefrikon kseri- 
'biion/ noun someone from the Caribbean 
whose ancestors came from Africa 
Afro- /asf rou/ prefix African, or between Af¬ 
rica and another country 
Afro-Caribbean /.aefrou kasri'biion/ 
noun same as African Caribbean 
aft /a:ft/ adv in the back of a ship or plane. 
Antonym forward 

3) after /'aifto/ prep 1. following or next in 
order to O If today is Tuesday, the day after 
tomorrow is Thursday. O They spoke one af¬ 
ter the other. O What’s the letter after Q in 
the alphabet? □ after you you go first □ af¬ 
ter you with the milk pass me the milk when 
you have finished with it (informal) 2. later 
than O We arrived after six o’clock. O We 
don’t let the children go out alone after dark. 
3. □ what’s she after? what does she want? 
(informal) u conj later than a time o After the 
snow fell, the motorways were blocked. O 
Phone me after you get home. (NOTE: after is 
used with many verbs: to look after, to 
take after, etc.) O after all 1. in spite of ev¬ 
erything 2. the fact is O to be after some¬ 
one (informal) 1. to be looking for someone 


against 

O The police are after him. 2. to be angry 
with someone O If you leave mud all over the 
kitchen floor, your mother will be after you. 
aftercare /'a:f takes/ noun the care of a pa¬ 
tient after an operation 
after-effects /,a:fta I'fekts/ plural noun 
effects which follow after something O The 
after-effects of the bomb lasted for years. O 
The operation can have some unpleasant 
after-effects. 

afterlife /'aiftalaif/ noun 1. life believed to 
go on after death 2. a stage of life that fol¬ 
lows a period or event 

aftermath /'a:ftama:0/ noun the period 
immediately after a bad event when its ef¬ 
fects are seen. Synonym consequence 
3) afternoon /,a:ft9'nu:n/ noun the time 
between lunchtime and the evening O He al¬ 
ways has a little sleep in the afternoon. O 
There is an afternoon flight to Paris. O I’m 
playing tennis tomorrow afternoon. O Can 
we meet tomorrow afternoon? 
afternoon tea /,a:ftanu:n 'ti:/ noun a 
meal eaten in the afternoon, usually with 
small sandwiches, cakes and tea 
afters /'aiftaz/ noun GB a sweet course of 
a meal (informal). Synonym dessert 
after-sales service / ( a:fta seilz 's3:vis/ 
noun the maintaining of a machine by the 
seller for the buyer 

aftershave /'aiftojeiv/, aftershave lo¬ 
tion /'aiftojeiv , 190 /( 3 ) 11 / noun a lotion for 
soothing a man’s face after he has shaved 
aftershock /'aifto/Dk/ noun a light earth 
tremor felt after a major earthquake 
aftertaste /'a:ft9teist/ noun 1. a taste that 
continues after something has been eaten or 
drunk 2. an unpleasant feeling after some¬ 
thing has happened 

afterthought /'a:ft90:>:t/ noun a thing 
which you only think of or do later □ as an 
afterthought showing that you have just 
thought of something new O He signed the 
letter and as an afterthought added a row of 
kisses. 

3) afterwards /'aiftowodz/ adv later o 
We ’ll have lunch first and go shopping after¬ 
wards. (NOTE: The US term is afterward.) 

3) again /9 1 gen/ adv 1 . another time or once 
more O We ’d love to come to see you again. 
O He had to take his driving test again. □ 
again and again several times O The police 
officer asked the same question again and 
again. □ now and again sometimes O Now 
and again I get a pain in my right elbow. 2. 
back as you were before O Although I like 
going on holiday, I’m always glad to be 
home again. 

3) against /9'genst/ prep 1. so as to touch 
O He was leaning against the wall. O She hit 
her head against the low doorway. 2. not as 
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age 

someone proposes □ it’s against the rules, 
against the law it’s not as the rules say or the 
law says O It’s against the law to drive in the 
dark without lights. O You mustn’t hold the 
football in your hands - it’s against the rules. 
□ what do you have against the plan? why 
don’t you agree with the plan? O She was 
against the idea of going to the cinema. 3. in 
opposition to O England is playing against 
South Africa tomorrow. O It’s hard cycling 
uphill against the wind. 4. as part of O Can I 
have an advance against next month’s 
salary? 

CS) age /eid 3 / noun 1. the number of years 
which you have lived O She is thirty years of 
age. O He looks younger than his age. □ un¬ 
der age younger than the legal age to do 
something O under-age drinkers 2. □ ages a 
very long time O I've been waiting here for 
ages, o It took us ages to get served. 3. a pe¬ 
riod in history O They found remains dating 
back to the Stone Age. O The Victorian age 
covered most of the nineteenth century. ■ 
verb to look older o He has aged a lot since I 
last saw him. 

<D aged adj 1. /eid 3 <d/ with the age of o a 
girl aged nine O She died last year, aged 83. 
2. /'eid3id/ very old O an aged man 
age group /'eid 3 gruip/ noun all the peo¬ 
ple of a particular age. Synonym generation 
ageing /'eid 3 ir)/ adj which is becoming 
older (NOTE: The US spelling is aging.) 
age limit /'eid 3 .limit/ noun the youngest 
or oldest age at which you are allowed to do 
something 

<D agency /'eid 3 onsi/ noun an office which 
represents another firm O an advertising 
agency O We have the agency for Ford cars. 
(D agenda /agendo/ noun a list of points 
for discussion □ what’s on the agenda? 
what are we going to discuss? 

(D agent /'eid 3 ont/ noun 1. a person who 
works for or represents someone else O Our 
head office is in London but we have an 
agent in Paris. 2. a person or thing that 
causes something o War is an agent of mass 
destruction. 

age of consent /.eid 3 ov kon'sent/ noun 
the age at which someone can legally agree 
to have sex 

age-old adj, adv which has existed for a 
long time 

aggravate /'aegroveit/ verb 1. to make 
something worse 2. to annoy someone 
aggravating /'aegroveitir)/ adj who or 
which annoys someone (informal). Synonym 
annoying. Antonym pleasing 
aggregate /'aegrigot/ noun 1 . a total of ev¬ 
erything added together □ on aggregate, in 
the aggregate as a final total o Liverpool 


agony 

won 7 -2 on aggregate. 2. a mixture of sand 
and gravel used to make roads 
(D aggression /o'greJ(3)n/ noun a feeling 
of anger against someone that is expressed, 
especially in physical force □ an act of ag¬ 
gression an attack on someone 
(D aggressive /o'gresiv/ adj ready to at¬ 
tack someone 

aggressively /o'gresivli/ adv as if want¬ 
ing to attack someone 

aggressiveness /o'gresivnos/ noun the 
state of being aggressive towards someone 
aggressor /o'greso/ noun a person or 
country that attacks another. Synonym 

attacker 

aggrieved /o'griivd/ adj annoyed because 
you have been badly treated 
aggro /'aegrou/ noun violent quarrelling or 
disagreement 

aghast /o'gaist/ adj filled with horror and 
amazement. Synonym horrified. Antonym 
unaffected 

agile /'aed 3 ail/ adj that can move easily 
agility /o'd 3 iliti/ noun the fact of being ag¬ 
ile. Antonym clumsiness 
agitate /'aed 3 iteit/ verb 1. to stir up public 
opinion for or against something 2. to shake a 
container such as a bottle ( formal) 
agitated /'aed 3 iteitid/ adj very nervous, 
worried or upset and often not able to keep 
still. Synonym restless. Antonym calm 
agitation / l aed 3 i'teiJ(o)n/ noun 1. nervous 
worry 2. struggle for change, especially po¬ 
litical change 

agitator /'aed3iteit9/ noun a person who 
stirs up political unrest. Synonym cam¬ 
paigner 

AGM abbr annual general meeting 
agnostic /aeg'nDStik/ adj believing that no 
one can know if God exists ■ noun a person 
who believes that no one can know if God 
exists. Compare atheist. Antonym believer 
agnosticism /aeg'nDstisiz(o)m/ noun a 
belief that no one can know if God exists. 
Synonym doubt 

(D ago /o'gou/ adv in the past o He phoned 
a few minutes ago. O This all happened a 
long time ago. Synonym before. Antonym 
ahead (NOTE: ago always follows a word 
meaning time.) 

agog /o'gDg/ adj □ all agog very eager o 
They were all agog to hear her story. 
agonise /'aegonaiz/, agonize verb to 
spend a lot of time worrying about something 
□ to agonize over a decision to worry about 
a decision 

agonising /'aegonaizirj/, agonizing adj 1. 

(of pain) very sharp 2. very painful and 
difficult 

(D agony /'asgoni/ noun extreme pain 
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agony aunt 

agony aunt /'aegoni a:nt/ noun a person 
who writes an agony column 
agony column /'aegoni .kolam/ noun a 
newspaper column giving advice on personal 
problems 

(2) agree /a'gri:/ verb 1 . to say yes O Most of 
the group agreed with her suggestion. O Af¬ 
ter some discussion he agreed to our plan. 
(NOTE: You agree to or on a plan.) 2. □ to 
agree with someone to think the same way 
as someone O I agree with you that most peo¬ 
ple drive too fast. 

agreeable /a'gri:ab(a)l/ adj 1. pleasant 2. 
□ to be agreeable to to be in agreement with 
(formal ) o Are they all agreeable to the 
plan? 

agreeably /a'griiabli/ adv pleasantly 
agreed /a'grind/ adj which has been ac¬ 
cepted. Synonym decided 
(2) agreement /a'griimant/ noun 1. the act 
or fact of thinking the same O to reach an 
agreement or to come to an agreement on 
salaries O Agreement between the two sides 
is still a long way off. □ they are in agree¬ 
ment with our plan they agree with our plan 
O We discussed the plan with them and they 
are in agreement. 2. a contract O to draw up 
or to draft an agreement O We signed an 
agreement with the Italian company. 

(D agricultural /.aegri'kAltJ^rol/ adj re¬ 
ferring to agriculture 

agricultural labourer /.aegrikAltJaral 
'leib(a)ra/ noun a person who does heavy 
work on a farm 

© agriculture /'aegrikAltJo/ noun the 
practice of growing crops or raising animals 
on farms. Synonym cultivation 
aground /o'graund/ adv stuck on sand or 
rocks, not afloat □ the ship ran aground, 
went aground the ship hit sand or rocks 
(D ah /a:/ interj showing surprise ■ noun an 
act of saying ‘ah!’ O The audience let out 
‘oohs’ and ‘ahs’ as they watched the lion 
tamers. ■ verb Oum 

aha /a:'ha:/ interj showing that something 
has been discovered, especially expressing 
satisfaction or excitement 
(2) ahead /o'hed/ adv in front o Our team 
was losing, but now we are ahead again. O 
Run on ahead and find some seats for us. O 
You need to go straight ahead, and then turn 
left. □ full steam ahead! go forwards as fast 
as possible □ to draw ahead to become the 
leader in a race 

ahoy /o'hoi/ interj used by sailors to call an¬ 
other ship 

Al abbr 1. artificial insemination 2. artificial 
intelligence 

(D aid /eid/ noun 1. help O aid to Third 
World countries O aid worker 2. □ in aid of 
to help O We give money in aid of the Red 


aircraft 

Cross. O They are collecting money in aid of 
refugees. □ what’s all this in aid of? what’s 
all the fuss about? ( informal ) 3. a device 
which helps O He wears a hearing aid. O 
Food processors are useful aids in the 
kitchen. □ to help someone or a process. Ant¬ 
onym thwart □ to aid and abet someone to 
help someone to commit a crime 
aide /eid/ noun a person employed to assist 
someone important. Synonym assistant 
AIDS /eidz/ noun a viral infection which 
breaks down the body’s immune system O a 
clinic for people with AIDS Full form ac¬ 
quired immune deficiency syndrome 
ailing /'eilig/ adj 1. sick 2. in financial 
difficulties 

ailment /'eilmont/ noun an illness, though 
not generally a very serious one 
(D aim /eim/ noun what you are trying to do 
O His aim is to do well at school and then go 
to university. O One of our aims is to in¬ 
crease the speed of service. Synonym goal ■ 
verb 1 . to plan to do something o We aim to 
go on holiday in June. 2. to point a weapon at 
something O He was not aiming at the target. 
aimless /'eimlos/ adj without any particu¬ 
lar plan. Antonym purposeful 
aimlessly /'eimlosli/ adv without any par¬ 
ticular plan 

ain’t /eint/ contraction is not, has not, have 
not ( informal ) o It ain’t fair, o He ain ’t fin¬ 
ished yet. 

(2) air /eo/ noun 1. a mixture of gases, mainly 
oxygen and nitrogen, which cannot be seen, 
but which is all around us and which every 
animal breathes O His breath was like steam 
in the cold air. O He threw the ball up into 
the air. 2. a method of travelling or sending 
goods using aircraft 3. a little tune O She 
played an air by Bach. 4. an appearance or 
feeling O There was an air of gloom over the 
meeting. ■ verb to freshen a room or clothes 
by giving them more air O Let’s open the 
windows to air the room. 
air bag /'eo baeg/ noun a bag in a car which 
inflates when there is an accident and pro¬ 
tects the driver or passenger 
airbase /'eobeis/ noun a military airfield 
airborne /'eoboin/ adj 1. carried in the air 
2. earned by an aircraft 
air-conditioned /'eo k3n,dij(3)nd/ adj 
having the temperature controlled by an 
air-conditioner 

air-conditioner /'eo kon.dij^no/ noun a 
device which filters and cools the air in a 
room 

air-conditioning /'eo kon.dij^mr)/ 
noun a system of controlling the temperature 
in a place such as a room or a train 
(D aircraft /'eokraift/ noun a machine 
which flies in the air O The passengers got 
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into the aircraft. O The airline has a fleet of 
ten aircraft. Synonym aeroplane (NOTE: 
The plural is aircraft: one aircraft, six air¬ 
craft.) 

aircraft carrier /'cnkruif't ,kaeria/ noun a 
large ship in a navy, which has a large flat 
deck where aircraft can land and take off 
airfare /'eafea/ noun what it costs for a 
journey in an aircraft 

airfield /'eafi:ld/ noun a small, usually mil¬ 
itary, airport. Synonym airstrip 
air force /'ea fa:s/ noun a country’s mili¬ 
tary air organisation 

air freshener /'eo Jreflojno/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which makes the air in a room smell 
fresh and clean 

air hostess /'eo ,haustas/ noun a woman 
flight attendant (dated) 
airing cupboard /’earn) ,kAbad/ noun a 
warm cupboard where clothes can be aired 
airless /'ealas/ adj without any air. Syn¬ 
onym stuffy 

air letter /'eo ,leto/ noun a special sheet of 
thin blue paper which when folded can be 
sent by ainnail without an envelope 
airlift /'eolift/ noun an emergency trans¬ 
porting of something by air ■ verb to trans¬ 
port someone or something by air in an 
emergency O The climbers were airlifted to 
safety. Synonym fly 

<D airline /'eolain/ noun a company which 
runs air services O He’s an airline pilot. O 
The airline has been voted the most popular 
with business travellers. 
airliner /'eolaino/ noun a large aircraft that 
carries passengers 

(D airmail /'eomeil/ noun a way of sending 
letters or parcels by air ■ verb to send letters 
or parcels by air O We airmailed the docu¬ 
ments to New York. 

airman /'eomon/ noun a man who serves in 
an air force (NOTE: The plural is airmen.) 
airplane /'eorplein/ noun US an aeroplane 
(D airport /'eoport/ noun a place where air¬ 
craft land and take off O You can take the un¬ 
derground to the airport. O We are due to 
arrive at Heathrow Airport at midday. 
airport tax /'eopoit tasks/ noun a tax 
added to the price of an air ticket to cover the 
cost of running an airport 
air raid /'eo reid/ noun an attack by mili¬ 
tary aircraft 

airship /'eoj’ip/ noun a large balloon driven 
by an engine 

airsickness /'eosiknos/ noun the feeling 
of being sick while in an aircraft. Synonym 

travel sickness 

airspace /'eospeis/ noun the air above a 
country 

airstream /'eostriim/ noun a flow of air in 
a particular direction 


airstrip /'eostrip/ noun a small runway 
airtight /'eotait/ adj which does not allow 
air to get in or out 

air time /'eo taim/ noun 1. the amount of 
time that is given to a programme or subject 
in radio or TV broadcasting 2. the time at 
which a programme or item is to be broadcast 
air traffic controller /eo 'traefik kon- 
,troulo/ noun a person on land who gives in¬ 
structions for the movements of aircraft as 
they land or take off 

airwaves /'eoweivz/ plural noun 1. □ on 
the airwaves on the radio (old) o His was a 
familiar voice on the airwaves in the 1950s. 
2. the way in which radio signals move 
through the air 

airway /'eowei / noun 1. a name given to an 
airline 2. a passage for air 
airworthiness /'eo.waidinos/ noun the 
safety of an aircraft for use 
airy /'eori/ adj 1 . full of fresh air 2. vague 
and not likely to be put into practice (NOTE: 
airier - airiest) 

airy-fairy /,eori 'feori/ adj not possible to 
put into practice ( informal ) Synonym vague 
aisle /ail/ noun 1. a gangway between seats 
in something such as a plane, theatre or 
church 2. a gangway between shelves in a su¬ 
permarket 3. a side part of a church (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with isle.) 
aisle seat /'ail silt/ noun a seat which is 
next to an aisle 

ajar /o'd 3 a:/ adj slightly open 

aka abbr also known as 

akin /o'kin/ adj □ akin to similar to o She 

experienced a sensation akin to burning on 

her skin. 

a la carte /,ae lae 'ka:t/ adv, adj made of 
several dishes ordered separately from a 
menu 

alacrity /o'laekriti/ noun speed □ with 
alacrity fast 

(D alarm /a'laim/ noun 1 . a loud warning o 
An alarm will sound if someone touches the 
wire. □ to raise the alarm to warn everyone 
of danger □ it was a false alarm it was a 
wrong warning 2. the fact or feeling of being 
afraid O The expression on his face increased 
her alarm. O There’s no cause for alarm, the 
injection won’t hurt at all. ■ verb to frighten 
someone O I don’t want to alarm you, but the 
police say a dangerous criminal has been 
seen in the village. Synonym worry. Ant¬ 
onym calm 

alarm bells /o'laim belz/ plural noun an 
indication that something unpleasant or dan¬ 
gerous will happen 

d) alarm clock /o'laim kick/ noun a clock 
which rings a bell to wake you up 
alarmed /o'laimd/ adj worried and fright¬ 
ened. Synonym worried 


alarming 

alarming /a'laimig/ adj frightening. Syn¬ 
onym disturbing. Antonym soothing 
alarmist /o'la:mist/ noun someone who 
makes people feel frightened or worried 
when they do not need to ■ adj which makes 
people feel frightened or worried when they 
do not need to O an alarmist report 
alas /o'laes/ interj showing sadness o He 
died in the war, alas. O Alas, there is no time 
left to continue the discussion. 
albatross /'aelbatros/ noun a very large 
white sea bird which flies for long distances 
(NOTE: The plural is albatrosses.) 

(D albeit /oil'bint/ conj although 
albino /ael'biinau/ noun an animal or per¬ 
son bom with pale skin, white hair, and pink 
eyes (NOTE: The plural is albinos.) 

(D album /'aglbom/ noun 1 . a large book 2. a 
collection of songs on a CD, cassette or 
record 

<D alcohol /'selkohol/ noun a substance in 
drinks such as beer or wine, that can make 
people dmnk O They will not serve alcohol to 
anyone under the age of 18. 
alcoholic /.aelks'holik/ adj referring to al¬ 
cohol. Synonym intoxicating ■ noun a per¬ 
son who depends on alcohol as a drug 
alcoholism /'aslk9hDliz(o)m/ noun the 
condition of depending on drinking alcohol 
regularly 

alcove /'aslksuv/ noun a part of the wall of 
a room which is set back. Synonym recess 
@ ale /eil/ noun a type of British beer, espe¬ 
cially bitter beer, but not lager 
alert /9'l3it/ adj 1. able to think clearly 2. 
watching carefully ■ noun news that some¬ 
thing dangerous is happening or going to 
happen o a flood alert. Synonym warning □ 
to be on the alert to watch out for something 
■ verb □ to alert someone to to warn some¬ 
one of something O She was alerted to the 
dangers of smoking. 

(D A Level /'ei lev(9)l/ noun an examina¬ 
tion taken by pupils aged 17 or 18 O If you 
pass your A Levels, you can go on to higher 
education. Full form advanced level 
alfresco /ael'freskau/ adj in the open air. 
Synonym outdoor. Antonym indoor (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with fresco.) 
algae /'eeld 3 i:/ noun very small plants liv¬ 
ing in water or in wet conditions which have 
no stems or roots or leaves 
algebra /'£eld3ibr9/ noun a type of mathe¬ 
matics where letters are used to represent 
quantities 

algebraic ^aek^i'brenk/ adj referring to 
algebra 

algorithm /'celg9rid(9)m/ noun a plan for 
working out a complicated calculation 
alias /'eiliss/ adv also known as o John 
Smith, alias ‘The Bulldog' ■ noun a different 


all 

name that is not the person’s own. Synonym 

assumed name (NOTE: The plural is 
aliases.) 

alibi /'aelibai/ noun a claim that a person 
charged with a crime was somewhere else 
when the crime was committed 
alien /'eilian/ adj foreign, from another 
country. Synonym unfamiliar ■ noun a per¬ 
son who is from a foreign country 
alienate /'eilianeit/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
one feel unfriendly 2. to make someone not 
want to support you 

alienated /'eilianeitid/ adj not feeling in¬ 
cluded or welcome, especially in society at 
large 

alight /a'lait/ verb to get off a vehicle (for¬ 
mal) a adj on fire 

align /s'lain/ verb 1. to arrange in line with 
2. □ to align yourself with to decide on a 
similar policy to another country O The three 
neighbouring states aligned themselves with 
France. 

alignment /s'lainmant/ noun 1. a row □ 
out of alignment not parallel O I think the 
front wheels are out of alignment. 2. an 
agreement between people on the same side 
of an argument, t realignment 
alike /s'laik/ adj very similar. Antonym dif¬ 
ferent ■ adv in a similar way O My sister 
and I just don’t think alike. O The change will 
affect rich and poor alike. 
alimentary canal /aeli,ment(3)ri ka'nael/ 
noun the tube by which food goes into the 
stomach, and passes through the body 
alimony /'aelimani/ noun money paid regu¬ 
larly by someone to a wife or husband they 
are no longer married to 
® alive /a'laiv/ adj 1. not dead o He was 
still alive when he was rescued, even though 
he had been in the sea for hours. O When my 
grandfather was alive, there were no super¬ 
markets. (NOTE: not used in front of a noun: 
the fish is alive but a live fish.) 2. □ alive 
to knowing and understanding □ alive with 
full of 3. lively O The fishing village is rather 
dead during the day time, but really comes 
alive at night. 

alkali /'aslkalai/ noun a substance which re¬ 
acts with an acid to form a salt and water 
(NOTE: The British English plural is alkalis, 
but American English is alkalies.) 
alkaline /'aslkslain/ adj containing more al¬ 
kali than acid 

(D all /oil/ adj, pron 1. everything or every¬ 
one O They all or All of them like coffee. O 
All trains stop at Clapham Junction. O Did 
you pick all (of) the tomatoes? O Where are 
all the children? □ let’s sing the song all to¬ 
gether everyone should sing at the same 
time 2. □ fifteen all (in tennis) fifteen points 
each ■ adv 1 . completely O The ground was 
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all white after the snow fell. O I forgot all 
about her birthday. 2. □ all by yourself all 
alone O You can’t do it all by yourself. 
O I’m all by myself this evening - my girl¬ 
friend’s gone out. O He drove the lorry all by 
himself. O all along right from the beginning 
O all but almost O all in ( informal )1. tired 
out 2. including everything O all over 1. ev¬ 
erywhere over something 2. finished 3. 
everywhere 

Allah /'aelo/ noun the Muslim name for God 
allay /o'lei/ verb to calm something. Syn¬ 
onym dispel. Antonym stimulate 
all day /oil 'dei/ adv for the whole day o 
It’s been raining hard all day. 
allegation /.aslo'geiJXojn/ noun the sug¬ 
gestion that someone has possibly done 
something wrong 

allege /o'led 3 / verb to suggest that some¬ 
one may have done something wrong. Syn¬ 
onym claim 

alleged /o'led 3 d/ adj suggested. Antonym 

confirmed 

allegedly /o'led 3 idli/ adv as has been sug¬ 
gested, but not proved 

allegiance /9'li:d3(3)ns/ noun the fact of 
being loyal. Synonym loyalty. Antonym 
disloyalty 

allegorical /,£eli'gr)rik(s)l/ adj referring to 
allegory. Synonym metaphorical. Antonym 
literal 

allegory /'aelogfojri/ noun a painting or 
story where the characters represent ideas or 
are symbols of something else. Synonym 

parable 

allegro /o'legrou/ adv, adj (in music) 
played fast 

allergen /'aelodson/ noun a substance 
which produces an allergic reaction 
allergic /3'l3id3ik/ adj suffering from or 
referring to an allergy O to be allergic to 1. 
to react badly to a substance O Many people 
are allergic to grass pollen. O She is allergic 
to cats. 2. to dislike something or someone 
very much ( informal ) o He is allergic to jazz. 
O She is allergic to men with beards. 
allergy /'aelsd 3 i/ noun a bad reaction to a 
substance 

alleviate /o'lhvieit/ verb to make less pain¬ 
ful. Synonym ease 

© alley /'aeli/ noun a narrow little street 
© alliance /o'laions/ noun a formal agree¬ 
ment between two or more groups or 
countries 

(D allied /'selaid/ adj 1. joined in an alliance 
2. □ allied to combined with O His poor 
health allied to his age means that he will not 
be able to run the marathon. 
alligator /'asligeito/ noun a large reptile 
like a crocodile, found in the southern parts 
of the United States 


all right 

all-important /oil im'poitont/ adj very 
important or necessary 
all-inclusive /oil in'kluisiv/ adj that in¬ 
cludes everything. Synonym comprehen¬ 
sive 

all-in rate /.oil in 'reit/, all-in price /,o:l 
in 'prais/ noun a price which covers 
everything 

alliteration /o.lito'reiJXojn/ noun the prac¬ 
tice of using words which begin with the 
same sound to make special effects in poetry 
all-night /'oil nait/ adj lasting, open or 
available throughout the night, or throughout 
a specific night 

© allocate /'aslokeit/ verb to give some¬ 
thing out to various people 
© allocation /.celo'keiJXsjn/ noun the pro¬ 
cess of giving something as a share 
allot /o'lot/ verb to give something to some¬ 
one as a share of something (NOTE: allotting 
- allotted) 

allotment /a'lotmont/ noun 1. the process 

of giving out money 2. a piece of land which 

belongs to a local council and which can be 

rented for growing vegetables 

all-OUt /,o:l 'aut/ adj total, involving a lot of 

work. Synonym maximum. Antonym 

half-hearted 

(D allow /a'lau/ verb 1. to let someone do 
something O She allowed me to borrow her 
book. O Smoking is not allowed in the restau¬ 
rant. O You are allowed to take two pieces of 
hand luggage onto the plane. 2. to give O We 
will allow you a discount. 3. to agree or to ac¬ 
cept legally O to allow a claim for damages □ 
to allow for something to provide a certain 
amount of time or money for something O to 
allow 10% extra for postage and packing O 
Allow 28 days for delivery. 
allowable /o'lauob(3)l/ adj which can be 
allowed. Synonym permissible. Antonym 
unacceptable □ allowable expenses ex¬ 
penses which are allowed against tax 
® allowance /o'lauons/ noun 1. money 
paid regularly 2. something which is allowed 
3. an amount of money which you are al¬ 
lowed to earn without paying tax 4. □ to 
make allowances for to take something into 
account O You must make allowances for his 
age. 

alloy /'astai/ noun a mixture of metals ■ 
verb to mix metals o You alloy copper and 
zinc to get brass. 

all-purpose /oil 'p3:pos/ adj which can be 
used in many different situations. Antonym 

specialised 

© all right /oil 'rait/ adj well o She was ill 
yesterday but is all right now. ■ interj mean¬ 
ing ‘yes’ (NOTE: OK and no problem are 
often used in this meaning.) 
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all-round adj able to do many things well, 
or useful in a number of different ways, not 
specialised ■ adv 1. considering everything 
2. for, from or involving everyone 
all-rounder /oil 'rauncta/ noun a person 
who is good at anything 
all-star /'oilsta:/ adj with many stars or ce¬ 
lebrities. Antonym unknown 
all-time /'oiltaim/ adj biggest, best, worst, 
etc. ever ( informal ) Antonym insignificant 
allude /o'luid/ verb □ to allude to some¬ 
thing to refer to something in an indirect way 
O He alluded to it in his speech, without giv¬ 
ing any details. 

allure /o'luo, o'ljuo/ noun a mysteriously 
attractive quality. Synonym attraction ■ 
verb to attract someone O Allured by the high 
salary offered, he answered the 
advertisement. 

alluring /o'luoriij, o'ljuorir)/ adj very at¬ 
tractive. Synonym appealing. Antonym 
repulsive 

allusion /3'lu:3(o)n/ noun referring indi¬ 
rectly to something. Synonym reference 
alluvial /a'luivial/ adj left behind by rivers 
® ally noun I' aelai/ a person or country 
which is on the same side. Synonym friend 
(NOTE: The plural is allies.) ■ verb /o'lai/ □ 
to ally yourself with or to someone to join 
forces with someone O The unions have al¬ 
lied themselves with the opposition. 
almighty /oil'maiti/ adj very powerful, 
very loud ■ noun □ the Almighty God o We 
pray to the Almighty every day that they find 
our daughter alive. 

almond /'aimond/ noun 1. a type of nut 2. 
same as almond tree 

almond tree /'aimand tri:/ noun a tree 

which produces almonds 

(D almost /'oilmoust/ adv nearly o London 

is almost as far from here as Paris. O She’s 

almost as tall as I am. O She ’ll eat almost 

anything. O Hurry up, it’s almost time for the 

train to leave. Synonym nearly 

aloft /o'loft/ adv high in the air. Antonym 

below 

(D alone /o'loun/ adj with no one else o She 
lives alone with her cats. O He was all alone 
in the shop. O We don’t let the children go 
out alone after dark. □ I want to talk to you 
alone I want the two of us to talk in private ■ 
adv □ to leave someone alone not to disturb 
someone O Leave that cat alone and come 
and have your tea. 

® along /o'Idq/ prep 1. by the side of o He 
has planted fruit trees along both sides of the 
garden path. O The river runs along one side 
of the castle. 2. from one end to the other O 
She ran along the pavement. O Walk along 
the street until you come to the post office . ■ 
adv □ to get along with someone to agree 


with or to work well with someone O She 
doesn’t get along very well with her new 
boss. 

(D alongside /olorj'said/ prep at the side of 
O The ship was tied up alongside the quay. ■ 
adv so as to be beside or level with 
something O We had stopped at a red light 
when a police car pulled up alongside. Syn¬ 
onym abreast 

aloof /o'luif/ adj quiet, private and un¬ 
friendly to other people ■ adv □ to keep 
yourself aloof, to stand aloof from to keep 
separate from, not to get involved with other 
people O They kept themselves aloof from the 
rest of the crowd. 

aloud /o'laud/ adv in a voice which can be 
heard 

alpha /'selfo/ noun the first letter of the 
Greek alphabet, or a mark showing the best 
results. Symbol a 

alphabet /'self abet/ noun a series of letters 
in order, e.g. A, B, C, etc. O G comes before 
H in the alphabet. O If you ’re going to 
Greece on holiday, you ought to learn the 
Greek alphabet. 

alphabetical /,2elf3'betik(3)l/ adj refer¬ 
ring to the alphabet □ in alphabetical order 
in order of the first letter of each word O The 
words in the dictionary are in alphabetical 
order. O Sort out the address cards into al¬ 
phabetical order of their names. 
alphabetically /.celfs'betikli/ adv in al¬ 
phabetical order 

alphabetise /'aelfabetaiz/, alphabetize 

verb to put words into alphabetical order, es¬ 
pecially automatically 

alpine /'celpain/ adj referring to high moun¬ 
tains, especially the Alps. Synonym moun¬ 
tainous ■ noun a plant which grows on or 
originally comes from high mountains 
(S) already /oil'redi/ adv 1. before now or 
before the time mentioned O I’ve already 
done my shopping. O It was already past ten 
o ’clock when he arrived. □ I have seen that 
film already I have seen that film before 2. 
sooner than expected O Have you finished 
your work already? 

alright /oil'rait/ adj, adv another spelling 

of all right 

Alsatian /ael'seij(3)n/ noun a type of large 
dog, often used as a guard dog. Also called 

German shepherd 

(D also /'o:ls3u/ adv too, in addition o She 
sings well and can also play the violin. O 
They came to visit us, and their children also 
came. 

altar /'oilta/ noun a table for important ob¬ 
jects in religious ceremonies, especially in a 
church □ to lead someone to the altar to 
marry someone, especially a woman O 


alter 
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Grandfather led his wife to the altar when he 
was only 22 years old. 

@ alter /'oilto/ verb to become or make 
something different. Synonym change 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with altar.) 

@ alteration /jOilta'reiJXaJn/ noun an act 
of becoming different or of making some¬ 
thing different. Synonym change, modifi¬ 
cation 

altercation /,o:lt3'keiJ(9)n/ noun a verbal 
disagreement. Synonym argument 
alternate adj /o:l't3in3t/ every other one ■ 
verb /'oiltoneit/ to keep changing from one 
particular position or state to another 
alternately /oil'tsinotli/ adv with one first 
and then the other. Antonym consecutively 
alternating current /'oiltoneitir) 
'kAront/ noun an electric current which 
changes direction all the time, as opposed to 
direct current which flows in one direction. 
Abbr AC. Compare direct current 
<D alternative /o:l't3:n9tiv/ adj 1. in place 
of something else O If the plane is full, we 
will put you on an alternative flight. 2. fol¬ 
lowing a different way from usual ■ noun 
something which takes the place of some¬ 
thing else O Now that she’s got measles, do 
we have any alternative to calling the holiday 
off? □ there is no alternative there is noth¬ 
ing else we can do 

alternative energy /o:l,t3:n3tiv 

'enodji/ noun energy produced by the sun, 
the sea or the wind 

alternatively /oil'tsinstivli/ adv on the 
other hand 

alternative medicine /oil.tsinotiv 

'med(3)sin/ noun the treating of diseases by 
means such as herbal medicines which are 
not usually used by doctors 
alternator /'oiltoneito/ noun a device 
which produces alternating current 
<D although /oil'dau/ conj in spite of the 
fact that O Although it was freezing, she 
didn ’t put a coat on. O I’ve never been into 
that shop although I’ve often walked past it. 
altimeter /'asltimiita/ noun an instrument 
for measuring height above sea level 
(D altitude /'aeltitjuid/ noun height above 
sea level 

altitude sickness /'eeltitjuid .siknos/ 
noun a condition caused by lack of oxygen 
because of being at a high altitude, as when 
you are on a mountain 

alto /'aeltou/ noun 1 . a high singing voice of 
a man or boy 2. a man or boy with a high 
voice (NOTE: The plural is altos.) 

® altogether /.oilto'gedo/ adv 1. taking 
everything together O The food was £10 and 
the drinks £5, so that makes £15 altogether. 
O The staff of the three shops come to 200 al¬ 
together. 2. completely O He’s altogether a 


happier man since he got married. O Their 
situation is altogether different from ours. 
altruistic /.aeltru'istik/ adj not selfish. 
Synonym unselfish. Antonym selfish 
aluminium /.aelo'miniom/ noun a sil¬ 
ver-coloured metal which is extremely light 
(NOTE: The US spelling is aluminum.) 
alumnus /a'Lunnas/ noun US a male stu¬ 
dent who used to attend a university or col¬ 
lege or high school. Synonym graduate 
(NOTE: The plural is alumni /o'lAmnai/.) 

(D always /'oilweiz/ adv 1. every time o 
She is always late for work. O Why does it al¬ 
ways rain when we want to go for a walk? 2. 
all the time O It’s always hot in tropical 
countries. 3. frequently, especially when 
someone finds it annoying O She’s always 
asking me to lend her money. 

Alzheimer’s disease /'aeltshaimoz di- 
,zi:z/ noun a disease of the brain that leads to 
memory loss that gets worse and worse 
(D am /am, asm/ p be 

(D a.m. /'ei 'em/ adv before midday o I have 
to catch the 7 a.m. train to work every day. O 
Telephone calls made before 6 a.m. are 
charged at the cheap rate. (NOTE: a.m. is 
usually used to show the exact hour and the 
word o’clock is left out. The US spelling is 
A.M.) 

amalgam /a'maelgam/ noun a mixture, es¬ 
pecially the mixture used by dentists to fill 
holes in teeth 

amalgamate /a'maslgsmeit/ verb to com¬ 
bine together. Synonym merge 
amalgamation /o.maelgo'meiJXo)!!/ noun 
the act of combining together 
amass /o'mass/ verb to collect a lot of 
money, information or things. Synonym 
accumulate 

amateur /'asmoto, 'asmotjuo/ noun 1. a 
person who is not paid to play his or her sport 
2. a person who does something because he 
or she likes doing it ■ adj 1. not paid 2. the 
practice of doing something for enjoyment 
rather than to earn money 
amateurish /'aematarij/ adj not done well 
or in a professional way 
amaze /s'meiz/ verb to surprise someone 
very much. Synonym astonish 
amazed /s'meizd/ adj very surprised. Syn¬ 
onym astonished 

amazement /a'meizmsnt/ noun great sur¬ 
prise. Synonym astonishment 
<D amazing /o'meizig/ adj 1. very surpris¬ 
ing O It was amazing that she never sus¬ 
pected anything. 2. extremely interesting and 
unusual O It was an amazing experience, 
sailing down the Nile. 

ambassador /aem'basssda/ noun a person 
who is regarded as a representative or a sym¬ 
bol of something 


amber 
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amber /'asmbs/ adj yellow-orange coloured 
■ noun 1. a yellow to dark brown substance, 
which can be used for making jewellery 2. an 
orange traffic light 

ambidextrous /.asmbi'dekstrss/ adj able 
to use either the right or left hand equally 
well 

ambience /'sembians/ noun the character 
and general feeling of a place. Synonym 

atmosphere 

ambient /'aembiont/ adj which surrounds. 
Synonym surrounding 
@ ambiguity /.aembi'gjunti/ noun the fact 
of having two meanings. Antonym clarity 
(NOTE: The plural is ambiguities.) 
ambiguous /aem'bigjuss/ adj having two 
meanings and therefore not being clear. Syn¬ 
onym vague 

ambition /sem'bij(3)n/ noun a wish to be¬ 
come great, rich or famous, or to do some¬ 
thing special O His great ambition is to ride 
on an elephant. 

ambitious /asm'bijas/ adj with high aims 
ambivalence /aem'brvalans/ noun the 
state of not being sure about something. Syn¬ 
onym uncertainty 

ambivalent /asm'bi volant/ adj not sure or 
decided. Synonym unsure 
amble /'£emb(3)l/ verb to walk in a relaxed 
way without hurrying. Synonym stroll. Ant¬ 
onym dash 

(D ambulance /'asmbjulans/ noun a van 
which carries sick or injured people O When 
she fell down the stairs, her husband called 
an ambulance. 

ambush /'asmbuJV noun a surprise attack 
by people who have been hiding O The en¬ 
emy lay in ambush beside the path. (NOTE: 
The plural is ambushes.) ■ verb to wait 
hidden and attack someone by surprise ► 
Synonym (all senses) trap 
ameba /a'mkbs/ noun another spelling of 
amoeba 

amelioration /a.miilio'reiJXajn/ noun the 
process of becoming better. Synonym im¬ 
provement. Antonym deterioration 
amen /ai'men, ei'men/ interj meaning ‘let 
this be so’ used at the end of Christian 
prayers □ I say amen to that I agree with 
that 

amenable /3'mi:n3b(3)l/ adj easy-going, 
not difficult. Synonym agreeable □ amena¬ 
ble to new ideas willing to accept new ideas 
(D amend /s'mend/ verb to change for the 
better. Synonym alter 

d> amendment /a'mendmant/ noun 1. a 
change intended to make something better 2. 
a change to a law or proposal 
amends /a'mendz/ noun □ to make 
amends for something to compensate, e.g. 
for an injury 


amenity /o'miiniti/ noun a feature that 
makes a place attractive, enjoyable or com¬ 
fortable to be in 

(J) American /a'merikan/ adj referring to 
the United States ■ noun a person from the 
United States 

American football /s.meriksn 'futboil/ 
noun a type of football played in the United 
States (NOTE: The US term is simply foot¬ 
ball; soccer is used in US English to refer 
to what is simply football in British English.) 
American Indian /a.menkan 'indian/ 
noun (dated) a Native American ■ adj refer¬ 
ring to Native Americans 
Americanise /a'menkonaiz/, American¬ 
ize verb to take on or give someone or some¬ 
thing qualities which are associated with the 
United States 

American War of Independence /a- 

.merikan wo: ov .indi'pendons/ noun a 
war from 1775 to 1786 between the Ameri¬ 
can colonies and Britain, by which the colo¬ 
nies became independent and formed the 
United States 

amethyst /'cemaOist/ noun a purple stone 
from which jewellery can be made 
amiable /'eimiob(o)l/ adj friendly and 
pleasant 

amicable /' 2 emikob(o)l/ adj done in a 
friendly way. Synonym friendly 
amicably /'asmikabli/ adv in a friendly 
way 

amid /o'mid/ prep in the middle of 
amidships /o'midjips/ adv in the middle 
of a ship 

amidst /o'midst/ prep in the middle of 
amino acid /o.mimou 'aesid/ noun one of 
the chemicals that combine to make protein. 
Humans are only able to produce some 
amino acids in their bodies, so others have to 
be absorbed from food, 
amiss /a'mis/ adv, adj □ something is 
amiss something is wrong, there is a problem 
O They checked the engine, but nothing 
seemed to be amiss. □ don’t take it amiss 
don’t be annoyed 

ammonia /a'maunis/ noun a strong poi¬ 
sonous gas or liquid used in cleaning 
products 

ammunition /.aemju'ni^sjn/ noun ob¬ 
jects such as bombs and bullets, which can be 
fired from weapons (NOTE: no plural) 
amnesia /aem'nhzio/ noun a medical state 
when you forget everything 
amnesty /'semnssti/ noun a period during 
which criminals will not be punished 
amniotic fluid /.aemniDtik 'flund/ noun 
the liquid surrounding a baby before it is 
bom 

amoeba /a'miiba/, ameba /o'miiba/ noun 
a living thing which consists of a single cell 


amoebic 

(NOTE: The plural is amoebas or amoebae 
/o'miibii/.) 

amoebic /o'mitbik/ adj caused by an 
amoeba 

amok /o'mDky adv □ to run amok to be¬ 
have in a frighteningly uncontrolled way 
among /o'mAr)/ prep in addition to other 
people or things 

amoral /ei'mDrel/ adj not caring about 
right and wrong. Synonym unprincipled 
amorous /'aemoros/ adj showing sexual 
love. Synonym ardent. Antonym dis¬ 
passionate 

amorphous /o'moifas/ adj with no partic¬ 
ular shape 

® amount /o'maunt/ noun a quantity of 
something such as money O The amount in 
my bank account has reached £1,000. O This 
make of car uses by far the least amount of 
petrol. □ a certain amount some o The 
storm did a certain amount of damage. 

® amount to /o'maunt tu:/ verb 1. to 
make a total of 2. □ to amount to the same 
thing to mean the same, to be the same O 
Whether he took cash or free holidays, it all 
amounts to the same thing. 
amp /aemp/ noun a piece of equipment 
which can make sounds louder 
ampersand /'temposaend/ noun a printing 
sign (&) meaning ‘and’ 
amphetamine /aem'fetomitn/ noun a 
drug which is supposed to increase the user’s 
energy levels 

amphibian /aem'fibion/ noun an animal 
that lives both in water and on land 
amphibious /aem'fibios/ adj living both in 
water and on land 

amphitheatre /'aemfiGioto/ noun 1. a cir¬ 
cular Greek or Roman theatre 2. a 
semi-circular lecture hall (NOTE: [all senses] 
The US spelling is amphitheater.) 
ample /'aempol/ adj large enough. Syn¬ 
onym enough, sufficient. Antonym 
insufficient 

amplification /,£emplifTkeiJ(3)n/ noun 
1 . the process of making a sound louder 2. a 
more detailed explanation 
amplifier /'aemplifaio/ noun a piece of 
equipment which makes sound louder 
amplify /'aemplifai/ verb 1 . to make a 
sound louder 2. to explain something in more 
detail 

amputate /'rempjuteit/ verb to cut off an 
arm, leg, finger or toe 

amputation /,aempju'teij(3)n/ noun cut¬ 
ting off an arm, leg, finger or toe 
amuse /o'mjutz/ verb 1 . to make someone 
laugh 2. to make the time pass pleasantly □ 
to amuse yourself to play or get pleasure 
from what you are doing O The children 


analogous 

amused themselves quietly while their par¬ 
ents talked. 

amused /o'mjutzd/ adj thinking that some¬ 
thing is funny. Antonym annoyed □ to keep 
someone amused to keep someone inter¬ 
ested and happy O This jigsaw will keep the 
children amused for hours. 
amusement /n'm juizmont/ noun 1. plea¬ 
sure 2. □ to someone’s amusement making 
someone laugh O Much to her amusement, 
the band played ‘Happy Birthday to you!' 
amusement arcade /o'mjutzmont a:- 
,keid/ noun a place with machines for play¬ 
ing games 

amusement park /o'mjuizmont paik/ 
noun an open-air park with various types of 
entertainment. Synonym funfair 
amusing /o'mjutzir)/ adj funny. Synonym 

entertaining 

® an /on, aen/ 1 > a 

anachronism /a'nsekremz(a)m/ noun a 
thing which is out of date and does not be¬ 
long to the present time. Synonym relic 
anachronistic /a.naekra'mstik/ adj not 
fitting the period when a play or film is 
supposed to take place. Antonym con¬ 
temporary 

anaconda /.aeno'kDnda/ noun a large 
snake from South America, which winds it¬ 
self round its food before eating it 
anaemia /a'nitmia/ noun a condition 
where the level of red blood cells is less than 
nonnal (NOTE: The US spelling is anemia.) 
anaemic /a'niimik/ adj 1. having anaemia 
2. looking weak and pale (NOTE: [all senses] 
The US spelling is anemic.) 
anaerobic ^aena'raubik/ adj not needing 
oxygen to exist. Antonym aerobic 
anaesthesia /amos'Oiizin/ noun the loss 
of feeling after being given an anaesthetic 
(NOTE: The US spelling is anesthesia.) 
anaesthetic /aenas'Getik/ noun a sub¬ 
stance given to a patient to remove feeling, 
so that he or she can have an operation with¬ 
out feeling pain (NOTE: The US spelling is 
anesthetic.) 

anaesthetise /a'nitsGataiz/, anaesthe¬ 
tize verb to give a patient an anaesthetic 
(NOTE: The US spelling is anesthetize.) 
anaesthetist /o'nksOotist/ noun a person 
whose job is to give patients anaesthetics 
(NOTE: The US term is anesthesiologist.) 
anagram /'cenogrrem/ noun a word or 
phrase containing the letters of another word 
or phrase in a different order, e.g. ‘Cathy’ is 
an anagram of ‘yacht’ 
anal /'ein(3)l/ adj referring to the anus 
analgesic /,aenrd 3 i:zik/ adj killing pain ■ 
noun a painkilling drug. Synonym painkiller 
analogous /o'narlogos/ adj similar. Ant¬ 
onym different 
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(D analogy /s'naetac^i/ noun a similarity 
between two things. Antonym contrast □ to 
draw an analogy between to show how two 
things are similar O He drew an analogy be¬ 
tween raising children and growing plants. 
analyse /'aenolaiz/, analyze verb to exam¬ 
ine closely and scientifically 
® analysis /o'naetasis/ noun a close exam¬ 
ination of the parts or elements of something 
O job analysis O to make an analysis of the 
sales or a sales analysis O to cany out an 
analysis of the market potential (NOTE: The 
plural is analyses /o'naslisiiz/.) 
analyst /'aenolist/ noun 1 . a person who 
carries out analyses 2. a doctor who is trained 
in psychoanalysis 

analytical /,aen9'litik(3)l/ adj examining 
something in detail 

anarchic /o'naikik/, anarchical /o- 

'naikikl/ adj without any law or order 
anarchist /'aenokist/ noun a person who 
tries to destroy a government by violent 
means, without planning to replace it in any 
way. Synonym revolutionary 
anarchy /'asnoki/ noun a lack of law and 
order, because the government has lost con¬ 
trol or because there is no government 
(NOTE: no plural) 

anathema /o'naeBomo/ noun a thing which 
you dislike very much □ it’s anathema to 
her she dislikes it very much o His way of 
teaching is anathema to the older teachers. 
anatomical /.aeno'tDmikb)!/ adj referring 
to the structure of the body 
anatomy /o'naetomi/ noun 1. the structure 
of the body or of part of the body 2. a de¬ 
tailed examination (NOTE: plural in sense 1 
and 2 is anatomies) 3. the study of the 
structure of the body 4. your own body 
ancestor /'aensesto/ noun a member of a 
family who has been dead for a long time 
ancestral /aen'sestrol/ adj referring to a 
family over many generations 
ancestry /'asnsestri/ noun your family go¬ 
ing back over a long period. Synonym lin¬ 
eage □ she is of French ancestry originally 
her family came from France 
anchor /'aerjko/ noun a large metal hook 
which holds a ship in place □ to drop anchor 
to let an anchor fall to the bottom of the sea 
to hold a ship steady O The ship dropped an¬ 
chor in the bay. ■ verb 1. (of a ship) to drop 
an anchor to stay in the same place 2. to hold 
something firmly in position 
anchorman /'aerjkomaen/ noun the main 
presenter on a TV news show. Synonym 
newsreader 

anchovy /'aentjovi, aen'tjouvi/ noun a 
small, very salty fish (NOTE: The plural is 

anchovies.) 


Anglican 

(D ancient /'einjont/ adj very old o She’s 
studying ancient history. O He was riding an 
ancient bicycle. 

ancillary workers /aen'sibri ,w3:koz/ 
plural noun staff such as cleaners or class¬ 
room helpers who work with professional 
people in hospitals or schools 
(J) and /on, and, asnd/ conj used to join two 
words or phrases O All my uncles and aunts 
live in the country. O The children were run¬ 
ning about and singing. O Come and sit down 
next to me. (NOTE: and is used to say num¬ 
bers after 100: seven hundred and two 
(702).) 

andante /aen'daenti/ adv, adj (in music) 
played fairly slowly 

anecdotal /,aemk l dout(o)l/ adj coming 
from stories of individual people. Synonym 
subjective. Antonym objective 
anecdotal evidence /.aenikdoutCojl 
'evid(o)ns/ noun evidence which comes in 
the form of stories told by individual people 
anecdote /'aenikdout/ noun a usually hu¬ 
morous story based on something which has 
taken place 

anemone /o'nemoni/ noun a small flower 
anew /o'nju:/ adv again (formal) 
angel /'eind33l/ noun 1. a heavenly being 
2. a sweet, kind person 3. a person who pro¬ 
vides money for a theatre production 
angelic /aen'd 3 elik/ adj 1 . very beautiful 2. 
appearing to be kind and good. Synonym an¬ 
gelic. Antonym wicked 
(D anger /'aer)g3/ noun the feeling of being 
very annoyed O I felt no anger, only great 
disappointment. Synonym annoyance. Ant¬ 
onym calmness ■ verb to make someone 
annoyed O Her lateness angered him. Syn¬ 
onym annoy. Antonym pacify 
angina /aen'd3ain9/ noun severe pains in 
the centre of the chest, caused by not enough 
blood being supplied to the heart muscles 
(D angle /'asrjgol/ noun 1. a comer between 
two lines O She planted the tree in the angle 
of the two walls. □ at an angle to not straight 
or upright in relation to O The bookcase is at 
an angle to the wall. 2. a point of view O 
What’s the government’s angle on the story? 
angle bracket /.aerjgol 'braekit/ noun a 
printed symbol < or >, used around text, es¬ 
pecially in instmctions for a computer 
angle for /'aeggol foil verb to try to get 
something □ he was just angling for com¬ 
pliments he was trying to get someone to say 
nice things about him 

angler /'aeggb/ noun a person who goes 
fishing for pleasure 

Anglican /'aegglikon/ adj referring to the 
Anglican Church ■ noun a member of the 
Anglican Church 
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Anglican Church 

Anglican Church /'asgglikon tJ*3itJV 
noun the Protestant church which is the offi¬ 
cial religion of England, with the Queen as 
its head, and other similar churches in other 
countries. Also called Church of England 
angling /'aegglig/ noun the sport of catch¬ 
ing fish with a rod 

Anglo- /asrjglou/ prefix English, between 
England and another country 
angrily /'aeggrili/ adv in an angry way 
(D angry /'aeggri/ adj upset and annoyed, 
and sometimes wanting to harm someone O 
When the cashier still hadn ’t arrived at mid¬ 
day the boss got angrier. O The shopkeeper is 
angry with the children because they broke 
his window. O He gets angry if the post is 
late. O I am angry that the government is do¬ 
ing nothing to prevent crime. Synonym an¬ 
noyed. Antonym calm (NOTE: angrier - 
angriest) 

angst /aerjst/ noun great worry about life. 
Synonym anguish. Antonym happiness 
anguish /‘aeggwij/ noun great mental suf¬ 
fering. Synonym suffering. Antonym con¬ 
tentment (NOTE: no plural) 
anguished /'aerjgwijt/ adj showing or 
feeling great suffering. Antonym content 
angular /'aeggjulo/ adj 1. with sharp cor¬ 
ners 2. with sharp-looking bones 
<D animal /'£emm(o)l/ noun a living thing 
that moves independently O I love animals 
about the house — we have two dogs and 
three cats as pets. O The football crowd be¬ 
haved like animals. (NOTE: animal may in¬ 
clude humans in scientific contexts.) ■ adj 
referring to animals O the fans ’ animal 
behaviour 

animated /'aemmeitid/ adj full of life and 
energy. Synonym energetic 
animation /,a2nTmeiJ(9)n/ noun 1. being 
lively 2. the process of making animated 
films 

animosity /.aem'niDsiti/ noun a strong 
feeling of dislike towards someone 
ankle /'asgkol/ noun the part of the body 
where your leg joins your foot 
ankle sock /'asrjkol sDk/ noun one of a 
pair of short socks 

annex /o'neks/ verb to take possession of 
land which belongs to another state. Ant¬ 
onym cede 

annexation /.aenek'seiJXojn/ noun attach¬ 
ing one country to another 
annexe /'aeneks/ noun 1. a less important 
building attached to another building 2. a 
document attached to another document 
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is an¬ 
nex.) 

annihilate /o'naioleit/ verb to destroy 
something completely 


annul 

annihilation /a.naio'leiJXsjn/ noun total 
destruction. Antonym protection 
(D anniversary ^asm'vsisCojri/ noun the 
same date as an important event that hap¬ 
pened in the past 

annotate /'aenoteit/ verb to add notes to a 
text. Synonym gloss 

annotation /.asno'teiJXojn/ noun 1 . the ac¬ 
tion of adding notes to a text 2. a note added 
to a text 

(D announce /o'nauns/ verb to say offi¬ 
cially or in public O He announced his resig¬ 
nation. O She announced that she would be 
standing for parliament. Synonym proclaim 
® announcement /o'naunsmont/ noun a 
statement made in public O The managing di¬ 
rector made an announcement to the staff. O 
There were several loudspeaker announce¬ 
ments concerning flight changes. 
announcer /o'naunso/ noun a person who 
reads the news or announces programmes on 
radio or TV. Synonym presenter 
(D annoy /o'noi/ verb to make someone feel 
angry or impatient. Synonym irritate. Ant¬ 
onym please 

annoyance /o'noions/ noun a feeling of 
being annoyed. Synonym irritation. Ant¬ 
onym pleasure □ to someone’s annoyance 

so that someone is annoyed O I took both sets 
of keys home with me, much to his 
annoyance. 

(D annoyed /o'noid/ adj slightly angry or 
impatient O He was annoyed with his neigh¬ 
bour who had cut down one of his trees. O I 
was annoyed to find someone had stolen my 
mobile phone. O We came back from holiday 
to find some very annoyed letters from the 
gas company. Antonym pleased 
(D annoying /o'nong/ adj making you an¬ 
gry O I find it very annoying that the post 
doesn’t come before 10 o’clock. O How an¬ 
noying! I’ve got to go back to the shop be¬ 
cause I forgot to buy some milk. O The baby 
has an annoying cough which won’t go 
away. Synonym maddening. Antonym 
pleasing 

(D annual /'aenjuol/ adj happening once a 
year O The village fair is an annual event. O I 
get annual interest of 6% on my savings ac¬ 
count. Synonym yearly ■ noun 1. a plant 
which grows from a seed and produces its 
flowers and dies, all in the same year o We 
will put tall plants at the back of the flower¬ 
bed and annuals in front. 2. a book which is 
published each year O the Beano annual 
annually /'senjuoli/ adv every year 
annuity /o'njunti/ noun an amount of 
money paid to someone each year. Synonym 
pension (NOTE: The plural is annuities.) 
annul /o'nAl/ verb 1. to stop something hav¬ 
ing a legal effect 2. to end a marriage by stat- 
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annulment 

ing that it is not legal (NOTE: annulling - 
annulled) 

annulment /o'nAlmont/ noun the ending 
of a marriage or a contract by stating that it 
does not exist 

anode /'aenoud/ noun a positive terminal 
on a piece of electrical equipment 
anoint /o'noint/ verb to put oil onto a per¬ 
son as part of a religious ceremony 
anomaly /o'nomoli/ noun an unusual 
thing. Synonym irregularity (NOTE: The 
plural is anomalies.) 
anon /o'non/ abbr anonymous 
anonymity /.aeno'mmiti/ noun the hiding 
of your real name 

anonymous /o'nDmmos/ adj without stat¬ 
ing a name 

anorak /'aenoraek/ noun 1. a warm water¬ 
proof jacket, sometimes with a hood (NOTE: 
The US term is windbreaker or parka.) 2. 
someone who is too interested in a particular 
subject, especially one that seems unfashion¬ 
able or dull to other people ( informal ) 
anorexia /.aeno'reksio/ noun a condition 
caused by an extreme fear of becoming fat 
and marked by ill health as a result of not eat¬ 
ing enough 

anorexic /.aeno'reksik/ adj referring to or 
affected by anorexia 

3) another adj, pron 1. one more O I’d like 
another one of those cakes, please. O Would 
you like another drink? 2. a different one O 
He's bought another car. O She tried on one 
dress after another, but couldn’t find any¬ 
thing she liked, t each other, one another 
® answer /'amso/ noun a reply, letter or 
conversation after someone has written or 
spoken to you, asking you a question O I 
phoned his office but there was no answer. O 
Have you had an answer to your letter yet? □ 
in answer to as a reply to O I am writing in 
answer to your letter of October 6th. ■ verb 
1. to reply, to speak or write words to some¬ 
one who has spoken to you or asked you a 
question O He never answers my letters. O 
When he asked us if we had enjoyed the meal 
we all answered 'yes’. 2 . □ to answer the 
phone to speak and listen to a telephone 
caller O When I called, it was his secretary 
who answered the phone. □ to answer the 
door to open the door when someone knocks 
or rings O He jumped out of the shower and 
answered the door dripping wet with a towel 
round his waist. 

answerable /'a:ns(9)rob(9)l/ adj □ to be 
answerable to someone for something to be 

responsible to someone for your actions O 
The manager is answerable to the directors 
for the smooth running of the office. 
answer back /.amso 'baek/ verb to speak 
to someone in a rude way. Synonym retort 


anthropologist 

® answerphone /'amsofoun/ noun a ma¬ 
chine which answers the telephone automati¬ 
cally when someone is not in the office or at 
home, and allows messages to be recorded 
ant /aent/ noun a small insect that lives in 
large groups 

antagonise /aen'taegonaiz/, antagonize 

verb to make someone feel angry or impa¬ 
tient. Synonym provoke. Antonym mollify 
antagonism /aen'taeg3mz(3)m/ noun a 
strong feeling of dislike towards someone 
antagonistic /aen.tasgo'mstik/ adj dislik¬ 
ing someone very much. Synonym aggres¬ 
sive. Antonym friendly □ antagonistic to or 
towards something very much against 
something O The demonstrations against 
fox-hunting just show how antagonistic these 
people are to the idea. O You would never be¬ 
lieve how antagonistic she was towards my 
plan. 

antarctic /aen'ta:ktik/ adj referring to the 
area round the South Pole ■ noun □ the 
Antarctic the area round the South Pole 
ante- /aenti/ prefix before 
antecedent / l aenti l si:d(o)nt/ noun some¬ 
thing that existed earlier but is similar to 
what exists now 

antedate /.aenti'deit/ verb 1 . to put an ear¬ 
lier date on a cheque 2. to happen or exist 
earlier than something else 
antelope /'aentiloup/ noun an African deer 
which can run very fast (NOTE: usually no 
plural: a herd of antelope) 
antenatal /,aenti'neit(9)l/ adj before birth 
antenna /aen'teno/ noun 1 . a tube on the 
head of an insect, used to feel things (NOTE: 
The plural is antennae /aen'teni:/.) 2. a per¬ 
son’s ability to know something without be¬ 
ing told (NOTE: The plural is antennae 
/aen'teni:/.) 3. a piece of equipment for re¬ 
ceiving radio or TV signals (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is antennae /aen'teni:/. Note that British 
English also uses aerial.) 
anthem /'aenBom/ noun a song for a group 
of singers 

anther /'aenBo/ noun the part of a flower 
that carries pollen 

anthology /aen'0Dlod3i/ noun a collection 
of stories or poems (NOTE: The plural is an¬ 
thologies.) 

anthrax /'aenBraeks/ noun a serious disease 
of cows and sheep, which can be caught by 
people 

anthropoid /'aenBropoid/ noun an ape 
which is like a human ■ adj similar to a 
human 

anthropological /.aenBropo'lndsik^)!/ 
adj referring to the study of people and their 
cultures 

anthropologist / l aen0r9'pDlod3ist/ noun 
a scientist who studies people and culture 
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anthropology 

anthropology /.cenGro'polodsi/ noun the 
study of people and culture (NOTE: no plural) 
anti- /asnti/ prefix against 
antibiotic /.aentibai'otik/ adj killing bac¬ 
teria O She’s taking a new antibiotic drug. ■ 
noun a substance which kills bacteria 
<S> antibody /'asntibodi/ noun a natural 
substance produced by the body to fight dis¬ 
ease (NOTE: The plural is antibodies.) 

<S> anticipate /aen'tisipeit/ verb 1. to act 
because you see something is about to hap¬ 
pen 2. to expect something to happen 
<S> anticipation /aen.tisi'peiJXojn/ noun 1. 
excitement because you expect that some¬ 
thing will happen 2. □ in anticipation of be¬ 
cause you expect something to happen O We 
closed our shop in anticipation of riots after 
the football match. 

anticlimax /.amti'klaimaeks/ noun a feel¬ 
ing of disappointment when something does 
not turn out as expected. Synonym letdown. 
Antonym climax (NOTE: The plural is anti¬ 
climaxes.) 

anticlockwise /.aenti'klokwaiz/ adv, adj 
in the opposite direction to the hands of a 
clock O an anticlockwise movement O He 
was driving anticlockwise round the ring 
road when the accident took place. (NOTE: 
The US term is counterclockwise. The op¬ 
posite is clockwise.) 

antics /'asntiks/ plural noun funny or silly 
behaviour O the antics of the clowns in the 
circus O The students ’ antics cost them their 
places at university. 

anticyclone /.amti'saikloun/ noun an 
area of high pressure usually associated with 
fine dry weather in summer and fog in win¬ 
ter. Compare cyclone 

antidepressant /,aentidi'pres(3)nt/ noun 
a drug that is used to treat a person suffering 
from depression 

antidote /'aentidout/ noun 1 . a substance 
which balances the effect of a poison 2. 
something which balances a bad influence 
antifreeze /'asntifriiz/ noun a liquid put in 
the engine of a car to prevent it from freezing 
in cold weather 

antigen /'aentid39n/ noun a substance 
which produces antibodies 
antihistamine /.aenti'histomiin/ noun a 
drug which controls the effects of an allergy 
antipathy /asn'tipoGi/ noun strong dislike 
(NOTE: no plural) 

antipodean /asn.tipo'diion/ adj referring 
to or coming from Australia or New Zealand 
antiquated /'aentikweitid/ adj very old 
and out-of-date. Antonym modern 
antique /cen'tiik/ adj old and valuable O an 
antique Chinese vase ■ noun a valuable old 
object 


any 

antiquities /aen'tikwitiiz/ plural noun old 
objects from ancient times 
antiquity /aen'tikwiti/ noun ancient times 
□ lost in the mists of antiquity very, very 
old O The source of the drama is lost in the 
mists of antiquity. 

anti-Semitic /,aenti so'mitik/ adj showing 
hate towards Jewish people 
<D antiseptic /, sent i'sept ik/ adj preventing 
infection from bacteria O an antiseptic dress¬ 
ing O She gargled with an antiseptic mouth¬ 
wash. ■ noun a substance which prevents 
infections from developing or spreading 
antisocial /.aenti'souJXojl/ adj unfriendly, 
not wanting to meet other people □ antiso¬ 
cial hours work outside the normal hours of 
work O In this job, you may have to work an¬ 
tisocial hours. 

antisocial behaviour /.aentisouJXojl bi- 
'heivjo/ noun bad or unpleasant behaviour in 
public 

antithesis /aen'tiGosis/ noun the exact op¬ 
posite of something. Antonym epitome 
(NOTE: The plural is antitheses /asn- 
'tiGosiiz/.) 

antlers /'asntloz/ plural noun the horns of a 
deer o Deer grow new antlers each summer 
and then shed them in the winter. 
antonym /'aentomm/ noun a word which 
means the opposite of another word. Ant¬ 
onym synonym 

anus /'einos/ noun the opening at the end 
of the rectum, through which solid waste 
matter passes from the body (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is anuses.) 

anvil /'asnvil/ noun 1. a block on which 
pieces of hot metal can be placed to shape 
them 2. one of the three little bones in the 
middle ear 

(D anxiety /aerj'zaioti/ noun 1. nervous 
worry about something 2. the state of being 
keen to do something 

@ anxious /'aerjkjos/ adj 1. nervous and 
very worried about something O She’s anx¬ 
ious about the baby. 2. keen to do something 
O The shopkeeper is always anxious to 
please his customers. 

(D anxiously /'aerjkjosli/ adv in a nervous 
worried way 

(D any /'eni/ adj, pron 1. it doesn’t matter 
which O I’m free any day next week except 
Tuesday. O I don’t like any of the paintings in 
the exhibition. 2. a quantity O Have you any 
money left? O Is there any food for me? O 
Would you like any more to eat? O Will any 
of your friends be there? 3. □ not...any none 
O There isn’t any food left - they’ve eaten it 
all. O Can you lend me some money? - sorry, 
I haven't got any. ■ adv □ not...any not 
even a little more ( used to emphasise com¬ 
paratives) O He can’t cycle any faster. O 
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anybody 

She’s been in hospital for two weeks and isn ’t 
any better. O Can’t you sing any louder? 

3) anybody /'enibDdi/ pron same as 

anyone 

(D anyhow /'enihau/ adv 1. in a careless 
way 2. same as anyway 
® any more /em'mo:/, anymore adv □ 

not ... any more no longer o We don’t go 
there any more. 

anyone /'eniwAn/ pron any person at all □ 
anyone else any other person O Is there any¬ 
one else who can’t see the screen? □ we did¬ 
n’t meet anyone we knew we met no one we 
knew □ hardly anyone came to the meeting 
very few people came to the meeting 
d> anyplace /'enipleis/ adv US same as 
anywhere ( informal) 

(D anything /'eniGig/ pron 1. it does not 
matter what O You can eat anything you 
want. O Our dog will bite anything that 
moves. 2. (in questions, negatives) some¬ 
thing O Did you do anything interesting at 
the weekend? O Did you hear anything make 
a noise during the night? O Has anything 
happened to their plans for a long holiday? O 
Do you want anything more to drink? □ he 
didn’t eat anything he ate nothing 3. a 
particular thing □ hardly anything almost 
nothing O Hardly anything was saved from 
the wreck. 4. □ like anything very strongly □ 
it’s raining like anything it’s pouring down 
with rain □ anything else any other thing O 
Do you want anything else to drink? O Is 
there anything else you would like to know 
about? O She must have a doll which closes 
its eyes — anything else won’t do. 

(D anyway /'eniwei/ adv in any case o I’m 
not supposed to drink during the daytime, but 
I’ll have a beer anyway. O I think it’s time to 
leave - anyway, the last bus is at 11.40. Syn¬ 
onym anyhow 

(D anywhere /'eniwes/ adv 1. it does not 
matter where O put the chair anywhere 2. (in 
questions, negatives) somewhere o I can’t 
see your wallet anywhere. O Did you go any¬ 
where at the weekend? O Is there anywhere 
where I can sit down? (NOTE: Another US 
term is anyplace.) 

aorta /ei'oito/ noun the large artery which 
takes blood away from the left side of the 
heart and carries it to other arteries 
(2) apart /a'pait/ adv 1 . separated o The two 
churches are about six miles apart. 2. not to¬ 
gether O They were married but now they ’re 
living apart. 3. in separate pieces O He took 
the watch apart. □ the watch came apart the 
watch opened into pieces 4. □ to tell some¬ 
thing, someone apart to realise how two 
things or people are different O The twins are 
very alike - can you tell them apart? 


apostrophe 

apartheid /a'paitheit/ noun a policy in the 
past in South Africa of separating black peo¬ 
ple from the white population 
® apartment /s'paitmsnt/ noun a sepa¬ 
rate set of rooms for living in O She has an 
apartment in downtown New York. 
apathetic /.aspo'Getik/ adj not caring 
about anything, not interested in anything. 
Synonym indifferent. Antonym enthu¬ 
siastic 

apathy /'sepaGi/ noun not having any inter¬ 
est in anything. Synonym indifference 
(NOTE: no plural) 

ape /eip/ noun a large monkey ■ verb to 
copy someone else’s behaviour O The youn¬ 
ger children often ape the behaviour of their 
older brothers and sisters. Synonym imitate 
aperture /'aepstja/ noun 1. a little hole 2. 
the opening in front of a camera lens, which 
can be made larger or smaller 
apex /'eipeks/ noun the top or highest part 
of a pointed shape. Synonym top (NOTE: The 
plural is apexes.) 

aphid /'eifid/, aphis /'eifis, 'gefis/ noun a 
small insect which sucks liquids from plants 
and can multiply very quickly 
aphorism /'2eforiz(3)m/ noun a short say¬ 
ing which is full of truth. Synonym saying 
aphrodisiac /.asfrs'diziask/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which makes people want to have sex 
■ adj making people want to have sex 
apiece /a'piis/ adv each 
aplomb /o'plom/ noun a calm and 
self-confident attitude. Synonym assurance 
Apocalypse /s'pokalips/ noun 1 . the last 
book of the New Testament 2. the end of the 
world 

apocalyptic /s.pDks'hptik/ adj warning 
about the end of the world 
apocryphal /o'pDkr9f(3)l/ adj famous, but 
probably not true. Synonym mythical 
apologetic /a.pola'dsetik/ adj showing 
that you are sorry for something. Synonym 
sorry. Antonym unrepentant 
apologetically /o.polo'dsetikli/ adv in an 
apologetic way 

® apologise /s'potadsaiz/, apologize 
verb to say you are sorry o He shouted at her 
and then apologised. O She apologised for 
being late. O Did you apologise to your 
mother for what you said? 

® apology /9'pDl3d3i/ noun an act of say¬ 
ing ‘sorry’ (NOTE: The plural is apologies.) 
apostrophe /a'postrsfi/ noun a printing 
sign (’), either showing that a letter has been 
left out or to show possession 
COMMENT: An apostrophe either shows that 
a letter has been left out (weren’t) or is used 
with ‘s’ to show possession: before an ‘s’ 
with singular words, after the ‘s’ with plural 
words (a boy’s coat, the girls’ team). 
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appal 

appal /o'poil/ verb , to shock or offend 
someone very much (NOTE: The US spelling 

is appall.) 

appalled /o'poild/ adj very shocked. Syn¬ 
onym horrified. Antonym delighted 
appalling /o'poilip/ adj horrible, shocking 
apparatus /.aspo'reitos/ noun scientific or 
medical equipment 

apparel /o'pasrol/ noun clothes (literary). 
Synonym clothing 

<D apparent /o'paeront/ adj obvious, seem¬ 
ing to be O It was apparent to everyone that 
there had been an accident. O There is an ap¬ 
parent mistake in the accounts. 

<D apparently /o'paerontli/ adv as it seems 
O Apparently she took the last train home 
and then disappeared. O He didn 't come to 
work today - apparently he’s got a cold. 
apparition /,aep3'rij(3)n/ noun something 
which you think you see. Synonym ghost 
(D appeal /o'piil/ noun 1. an act of asking 
for help O The police have made an appeal 
for witnesses. O The hospital is launching an 
appeal to raise £50,000. 2. a legal request to 
look at a decision again to see if it was cor¬ 
rect O His appeal was rejected. O The verdict 
was overturned on appeal. 3. an attractive 
quality O the appeal of Greece as a holiday 
destination □ sex appeal being sexually at¬ 
tractive ■ verb □ to appeal for to ask for o 
They appealed for money to continue their 
work. 

Appeal Court /o'piil ko:t/ noun a court to 
which a person may go to ask for a decision 
or a sentence to be changed 
appealing /o'piilir)/ adj attractive. Ant¬ 
onym repulsive 

(D appear /o'pio/ verb 1. to start to be seen 
O A ship appeared through the fog. 2. to 
seem O There appears to be a mistake. O He 
appears to have forgotten the time. O She ap¬ 
peared rather cross. 3. to come to a law court 
O Mr Wilson appeared for the defence. O He 
appeared in court, charged with murder. 

<D appearance /o'piorons/ noun 1. look o 
You could tell from his appearance that he 
had been sleeping rough. 2. the state of being 
present O This is her second appearance in a 
film. □ to put in an appearance to come to a 
place where other people are 
<D appearances /o'piioronsiz/ plural 
noun looks □ to keep up appearances to try 
to show that you are still as rich or important 
as you were before 

appease /o'piiz/ verb 1. to try to improve 
something bad or uncomfortable 2. to give in 
to another country in the hope that they will 
not start a war 

appeasement /o'piizmont/ noun a policy 
of avoiding war by giving in to another coun¬ 


applied science 

try’s wishes. Synonym conciliation. 
Antonym provocation 
appellant /o'pelont/ noun a person who 
makes a legal appeal 

appendage /o'pendid 3 / noun a thing that 
is attached 

appendicitis /o.pendi'saitis/ noun an ill¬ 
ness that affects the appendix 
<D appendix /o'pendiks/ noun 1 . a small 
part inside the body which has no real 
purpose but can become infected, causing 
appendicitis (NOTE: The plural is appen¬ 
dixes.) 2. a section at the back of a book, 
containing additional infonnation (NOTE: 
The plural is appendices /o'pendisiiz/.) 
appetiser /'aepitaizo/ noun a small 
amount of food before a main meal 
appetising /'aepitaizirj/, appetizing adj 
looking or smelling good and making you 
want to eat. Antonym unappetising 
appetite /'aepitait/ noun 1. a need or wish 
to eat O Going for a long walk has given me 
an appetite. O He’s not feeling well and has 
lost his appetite. □ a good appetite an inter¬ 
est in eating food O The baby has a good ap¬ 
petite. □ poor appetite a lack of interest in 
eating food 2. a strong wish to do something 
O She has an appetite for hard work. 
applaud /o'ploid/ verb to clap to show that 
you like something 

applause /o'ploiz/ noun the act of 
clapping 

CD apple /'asp(o)l/ noun 1. a common hard 
round sweet fruit, growing on a tree O Don’t 
eat apples that are not ripe - they’ll make 
you ill. 2. same as apple tree 
apple pie /,£ep(9)l 'pai/ noun a pie made 
with apples and sugar 

apple tree /'aep(o)l tri:/ noun a tree which 
apples grow on 

appliance /o'plaions/ noun 1. a machine 
such as a washing machine or cooker used in 
the home 2. a fire engine 
applicable /o'plik3b(3)l/ adj able to be 
applied in particular cases. Synonym 
appropriate 

applicant /'aeplikont/ noun a person who 
applies for something. Synonym candidate 
(D application /.gepli'keiJXojn/ noun 1. the 
process of putting medicine on O Several ap¬ 
plications of the cream will be necessary. □ 
for external application only to be used on 
the skin only 2. the process or act of applying 
for a job O He wrote a letter of application. O 
We've received dozens of applications for the 
job of barman. 3. hard work 
d> application form /aepli'keij(9)n form/ 
noun a form which has to be filled in to apply 
for something 

applied science /o.plaid 'saions/ noun a 
science which is put to practical use 
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apply 

3) apply /a'plai / verb 1. □ to apply for a 

job to ask for a job O S/ie applied for a job in 
the supermarket. O He’s applying for a job as 
a teacher. 2. to put on O Wait until the first 
coat of paint is dry before you apply the sec¬ 
ond. 3. □ to apply to to affect or to be rele¬ 
vant to O This rule only applies to people 
coming from outside the EU. 

3) appoint /o'point/ verb to give someone a 
job O He was appointed (as) manager or to 
the post of manager. O We want to appoint 
someone to manage our sales department. 
(NOTE: You appoint a person to a job.) 

3) appointment /o'pointmont/ noun 1. 
the process of being given a job □ on her ap¬ 
pointment as manager when she was made 
manager O She had a rise on her appoint¬ 
ment as manager. 2. an agreed time for a 
meeting O I want to make an appointment to 
see the doctor. O She was late for her ap¬ 
pointment. O I have an appointment with the 
manager. 

apposite /'aspozit/ adj fitting or suitable. 
Synonym appropriate. Antonym 
inappropriate 

apposition /,aepo'ziJXojn/ noun the prac¬ 
tice of putting a word next to another □ in 
apposition (of a noun) used as an adjective 
to describe another noun 
® appraisal /9'preiz(3)l/ noun a report on 
the value of someone or something. Syn¬ 
onym assessment 

appraise /o'preiz/ verb to judge how well 
someone or something is working. Synonym 

assess 

appreciable /9 l pri:J'ob(3)l/ adj able to be 
felt or noticed. Synonym considerable. 
Antonym insignificant 
appreciably /o'priij’obli/ adv in a way 
which can be felt or noticed 
3) appreciate /9'pri:Ji,eit/ verb 1. to re¬ 
cognise the value of O Shoppers always ap¬ 
preciate a bargain. O Customers don’t 
appreciate having to wait to be served. 2. to 
increase in value O The pound appreciated 
against the euro. 

appreciation /o.priiJTeiJXojn/ noun 1. 
showing that you recognise the value of 
something 2. an increase in value 
appreciative /o'priijotiv/ adj 1. being 
very grateful 2. showing enjoyment 
apprehend /.cepri'hend/ verb to arrest a 
criminal (formal). Synonym catch. Antonym 
release 

apprehension /.aepri'henfon/ noun 1. a 
worry about what is going to happen. Com¬ 
pare misapprehension 2. the act of arrest¬ 
ing someone 

apprehensive /.sepri'hensiv/ adj worried 
about the future. Synonym uneasy. Ant¬ 
onym confident 


approximate 

apprentice /o'prentis/ noun a young per¬ 
son who works under contract with a skilled 
person to learn from them. Synonym trainee 
■ verb □ to be apprenticed to someone to 
have a contract to work with and learn from a 
skilled worker O He has been apprenticed to 
one of the best printers in the country. 
apprenticeship /o'prentisjip/ noun 1. 
the contract of an apprentice 2. time spent as 
an apprentice 

(D approach /o'proutj/ noun 1. the act of 
coming nearer O With the approach of winter 
we need to get the central heating serviced. 
2 . a way which leads to O The approaches to 
the city were crowded with coaches. 3. a way 
of dealing with a situation O His approach to 
the question was different from hers. 4. a pro¬ 
posal O He made approaches to her to leave 
her job and come to work for him. (NOTE: 
The plural is approaches.) ■ verb 1. to 
come near O The plane was approaching 
London airport when the lights went out. 2 . 
to deal with a problem O She approached the 
question in an entirely new way. 3. to make a 
proposal O Our company was approached 
with a takeover bid. O He approached his 
bank with a request for a loan. 
approachable /3'pr3utJ‘9b(9)l/ adj easy 
to talk to 

approaching /o'proutjhr)/ adj coming 
nearer. Synonym imminent 
approach road /o'proutj roud/ noun a 
road leading to a main road 
3) appropriate adj Id 'proupriot/ suitable o 
That short skirt is not really appropriate for 
gardening. O We leave it to you to take ap¬ 
propriate action. Antonym inappropriate ■ 
verb /o'prouprieit/ 1. to take property 2. to 
keep an amount of money for a special pur¬ 
pose O They appropriated £100,000 to the 
reserve fund. 

3) approval /9'pru:v(9)l/ noun 1. the act of 
agreeing O The committee gave their ap¬ 
proval to the scheme. O Does the choice of 
colour have your approval or meet with your 
approval? 2. □ on approval taken by a cus¬ 
tomer to use and see if he or she likes it o 
The shop let us have the photocopier for two 
weeks on approval. 

3) approve /o'pruiv/ verb 1. □ to approve 
of to think something is good O He doesn’t 
approve of loud music. 2. to agree to some¬ 
thing officially O The committee approved 
the scheme. 

approving /o'pruivir)/ adj showing 
agreement 

approvingly /o'pruivigli/ adv showing 
agreement 

approximate adj /o'proksimot/ more or 
less correct. Antonym exact ■ verb h- 
'proksimeit/ to be nearly correct o The cost 
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approximately 

of the sports stadium will approximate to two 
million pounds. 

<D approximately /o'prDksimotli/ adv 
nearly, but not exactly O It takes approxi¬ 
mately 35 minutes to get to central London 
from here. 

approximation /o.prDksi'meiJXojn/ noun 
a calculation which is not exact. Synonym 

estimate 

apricot /'eipnkDt/ noun a fruit with yellow 
flesh and a hard stone 

® April /'eiprol/ noun the fourth month of 
the year, the month after March and before 
May O Her birthday is in April. O We went 
on holiday last April. O Today is April 5th. 

(NOTE: April 5th or April 5: say ‘the fifth of 
April’ or ‘April the fifth’ or in US English 
‘April fifth’.) 

April fool /.eiprol 'fu:l/ noun a person who 
is tricked on April 1 st 

<D April Fools’ Day /.eiprol 'fuilz dei/ 
noun April 1 st, a day when you play tricks on 
people 

apron /'eipron/ noun 1 . a cloth worn over 
your clothes when cooking 2. (at an airport) 
a piece of ground on which planes can be 
parked 

apt /cept/ adj 1 . fitting well 2. □ apt to tend¬ 
ing to O Our old car was apt to break down 
on motorways. 

aptitude /'aepti.tjuid/ noun a natural abil¬ 
ity for doing something □ aptitude test test 
of someone’s ability O Twenty young people 
will take the aptitude test this month. 
aqualung /'askwolAi)/ noun equipment for 
holding oxygen, which a person carries when 
swimming under water 
aquamarine /.askwomo'rim/ adj dark 
blue-green ■ noun a semi-precious blue 
stone 

aquarium /o'kweoriom/ noun 1 . a tank for 
keeping tropical fish 2. a building with an ex¬ 
hibition of fish 

Aquarius /o'kweorios/ noun one of the 
signs of the Zodiac, shaped like a person car¬ 
rying water, covering the period 20th January 
to 18th February 

aquatic /o'kwaetik/ adj 1. living in water, 
not on land (NOTE: Animals and plants that 
live on land are terrestrial.) 2. taking place 
in water 

aqueduct /'cekwidAkt/ noun a high bridge 
carrying water over a valley 
aquifer /'aekwifo/ noun a layer of rock in 
which water gathers 

Arab /'aerob/ adj referring to the countries 
of the Middle East where Arabic is the lan¬ 
guage O Foreign Ministers of the Arab coun¬ 
tries have met in Jordan. ■ noun a person 
who speaks Arabic and who comes from one 
of the countries in the Middle East 


archetypal 

Arabic /'aerobik/ noun the language spoken 
by Arabs 

Arabic numeral /.asrobik 'njuimorol/ 
noun one of the set of written symbols such 
as 2, 3 or 6 used to represent numbers. Com¬ 
pare Roman numeral 

arable /'£erob(9)l/ adj referring to the grow¬ 
ing of crops 

arachnid /o'raskmd/ noun a type of animal 
with eight legs, e.g. a spider 
arbiter /'dibit o/ noun a person who decides 
what is fashionable 

arbitrarily /'aibitrorili, .aibi'treorili/ adv 
not according to a plan or system 
arbitrary /'aibitrori/ adj done without any 
reason. Synonym random. Antonym 
systematic 

arbitrate /'aibitreit/ verb □ to arbitrate in 
a dispute to act as an official judge in an ar¬ 
gument O He has been asked to arbitrate in 
the dispute between the company and the 
union. 

arbitration /.aibi'treiJXojn/ noun the set¬ 
tling of an argument by an official judge, ac¬ 
cepted by both sides 

(D arc /a:k/ noun 1. a curve, like part of a 
circle 2. a bright electric spark between two 
points, t arc-lamp (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with ark.) 

<D arcade /ai'keid/ noun a covered area for 
walking around a square or an area of shops 
arcane /ai'kein/ adj mysterious and secret 
(§> arch /aitJ/ noun 1. a round structure 
forming a roof or doorway □ Norman arch 
an arch in the shape of a half-circle 2. the 
rounded part under the foot (NOTE: [all 
senses] The plural is arches.) ■ verb to 
make something round like an arch. Syn¬ 
onym curve. Antonym straighten 
archaeological /,a:kio'lDd3ik(3)l/ adj re¬ 
ferring to archaeology 

d> archaeologist /.aiki'Dlodsist/ noun a 
person who studies or is a specialist in 
archaeology 

<D archaeology /.aiki'Dladji/ noun the 
digging up of buried remains of buildings to 
study ancient civilisations 
archaic /ai'kenk/ adj 1. dating from an¬ 
cient times 2. old-fashioned 
archangel /'a:keind33l/ noun the highest 
rank of angel in heaven 
archbishop /aitj'bijop/ noun a bishop 
holding the highest rank 
arched /aitjt/ adj made with an arch. Syn¬ 
onym curved 

archer /'ait Jo/ noun a person who shoots 
with a bow and arrows 
archery /'aitjori/ noun the sport of shoot¬ 
ing arrows at targets 

archetypal /,aiki'taip(3)l/ adj very typical 


31 


archetype 

archetype /'aikitaip/ noun a typical ex¬ 
ample of something 

archipelago /.atki'pelogou/ noun a group 
of islands (NOTE: The plural is archipela¬ 
gos) 

® architect /'aikitekt/ noun a person who 
designs buildings 

architectural /.aiki'tektJXsjrsl/ adj refer¬ 
ring to architecture 

® architecture /'aikitektjo/ noun the de¬ 
sign of buildings 

archive /'aikaiv/ noun 1. an organised col¬ 
lection of documents 2. a place where ar¬ 
chives are kept 3. a copy of computer files 
stored on tape or disk 4. a computer file con¬ 
taining other files 5. a directory of files that 
Internet users can access ■ verb 1. to put a 
document in an archive 2. to transfer com¬ 
puter data from a hard disk to an external 
storage medium 3. to combine computer files 
for storage 

archives /'aikaivz/ plural noun a collec¬ 
tion of documents 

archway /'aitjwei/ noun a passage which 
goes under an arch 

arc-lamp /'aiklasmp/, arc-light /'aiklait/ 
noun a very bright light caused by an electric 
spark between two points 
arctic /'aiktik/ adj 1. referring to the area 
round the North Pole 2. extremely cold ■ 
noun □ the Arctic the area round the North 
Pole O The Arctic is home to polar bears. 
ardent /'aidnt/ adj very keen. Synonym 
passionate. Antonym dispassionate 
ardently /'aidntli/ adj very strongly or 
passionately 

ardour /'aids/ noun violent feelings of love 
or enthusiasm (NOTE: The US spelling is ar¬ 
dor.) 

arduous /'aidjuss/ adj needing a lot of ef¬ 
fort or work. Synonym difficult. Antonym 
easy 

(D are /o, a:/i> be 

(D area /'eorio/ noun 1 . a space O The whole 
area round the town hall is going to be re¬ 
built. O We always sit in the ‘no smoking’ 
area. 2. a measurement of the space taken up 
by something, calculated by multiplying the 
length by the width O The area of the room is 
four square metres. O We are looking for a 
shop with a sales area of about 100 square 
metres. 3. a subject O It’s a problem area for 
the government. O He’s an expert in the area 
of crowd control. 4. a district, part of a town 
or country O Our house is near the commer¬ 
cial area of the town. O The factory is in a 
very good area for getting to the motorways 
and airports. □ the London area the part of 
England around London O Houses in the 
London area are more expensive than else¬ 
where in the country. 


arm 

(D area code /'eorio koud/ noun a special 
telephone number which is given to a partic¬ 
ular area 

arena /o'riino/ noun 1. a building with 
seats for people to sit and watch events like 
sports or fights 2. a field of activity where 
something happens 
® aren’t /a:nt/i> be 

argon /'a:gDn/ noun an inert gas which is 

found in small quantities in air, and which is 

used in electric light bulbs 

arguable /'a:gju9b(9)l/ adj possibly not 

true. Synonym debatable 

arguably /'aigjuabli/ adv quite possibly 

true 

( I ) argue /'aigju:/ verb to discuss without 
agreeing O They argued over the prices. O 
She argued with the waiter about the bill. O / 
could hear them arguing in the next room. 

(NOTE: You argue with someone about or 
over something.) 

(J) argument /'aigjumsnt/ noun a quarrel 
O Nobody would back her up in her argu¬ 
ment with the boss. O The argument took 
place in the restaurant. □ to get into an ar¬ 
gument with someone to start to argue with 
someone O He got into an argument with the 
customs officials. 

argumentative /.aigju'mentgtrv/ adj lik¬ 
ing to argue. Synonym quarrelsome. Ant¬ 
onym peaceable 

aria /'airm/ noun a song for a singer in an 
opera 

arid /'aerid/ adj extremely dry; where there 
is very little rain 

Aries /'esriiz/ noun one of the signs of the 
Zodiac, shaped like a ram, covering the pe¬ 
riod 21st March to 19th April 
(D arise /9'raiz/ verb 1 . to start, to appear 2. 
□ to arise from to result from, to happen be¬ 
cause of O The misunderstanding arose from 
a mistake in her instructions. 
aristocracy /.asri'stDkrasi/ noun the peo¬ 
ple of the highest class in society, usually 
with titles such as Lord or Duke. Synonym 
nobility. Antonym lower class 
aristocrat /'aenst9kra2t/ noun a member 
of the aristocracy. Synonym noble 
aristocratic /.asrists'kraetik/ adj referring 
to the aristocracy 

(D arithmetic /s'riOmatik/ noun calcula¬ 
tions with numbers, such as addition, sub¬ 
traction and division 

arithmetical ^aeriG'metik^)!/ adj refer¬ 
ring to arithmetic 

ark /a:k/ noun 1. a large ship (literary) 2. a 
small building for pigs (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with arc.) 

(D arm /aim/ noun 1. the part of your body 
which goes from your shoulder to your hand 
O He held the parcel under his arm. O She 
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tripped over the pavement and broke her arm. 
□ arm in arm (of two people) with their 
arms folded together O They walked down 
the street arm in arm. □ to welcome some¬ 
one with open arms to welcome someone in 
a very friendly way O The villagers wel¬ 
comed the UN soldiers with open arms. ) 
cost 2. the sleeve of a piece of clothing such 
as a coat or shirt O There was a hole under 
the arm of her favourite T-shirt. 3. the part of 
a chair which you can rest your arms on O He 
put his coffee cup on the arm of his chair. 4. a 
narrow stretch of sea running inland 5. a part 
of the armed forces of a country ■ verb to 
give weapons to O The farm workers have all 
been armed because of possible attacks. O 
The soldiers were armed with guns. Ant¬ 
onym disarm 

armada /ai'maido/ noun 1. a large number 
of warships 2. a large group of any ships 
armadillo /.aimo'dilou/ noun a small 
South American animal covered with a shell 
Armageddon /.aimo'gedn/ noun in the 
Bible, a battle between good and evil that 
will destroy the world 

armaments /'aimomonts/ plural noun 
heavy weapons O an important armaments 
manufacturer O Britain has been supplying 
armaments to the Middle Eastern countries. 
Synonym arms 

armband /'aimbasnd/ noun a band of cloth 
which goes round your arm 
armchair /'aimtjes/ noun a chair with 
arms 

© armed /a:md/ adj (of a person) carrying 
weapons O Most British policemen are not 
armed. O Armed police guarded the house. 
Antonym unarmed □ armed to the teeth 
carrying lots of weapons (informal) o The 
robbers were armed to the teeth. 
armed forces /a:md foiss/, armed ser¬ 
vices /a:md 's3ivisiz/ plural noun the army, 
navy and air force of a country 
armful /'aimful/ noun an amount of things 
you can carry in your anus 
armhole /'aimhoul/ noun a hole in a piece 
of clothing through which you put your arm 
armistice /'aimistis/ noun an agreement 
to stop fighting. Synonym truce 
Armistice Day /'aimistis dei/ noun No¬ 
vember 11th, or the nearest Sunday, celebrat¬ 
ing the end of the First World War and 
remembering the dead of both World Wars. 
Also called Poppy Day, Remembrance 
Day 

armour /'aims/ noun 1. metal clothing 
which soldiers wore in the past, to protect 
their bodies 2. sheets of thick metal covering 
on military ships or vehicles, to protect them 
against attack (NOTE: [all senses] The US 
spelling is armor.) 


armoured /'aimod/ adj protected by ar¬ 
mour (NOTE: The US spelling is armored.) 
armpit /'aimpit/ noun the part of your 
body under each arm where it joins the body 
armrest /'aimrest/ noun the part of a chair 
which you rest your arm on 
(D arms /a:mz/ plural noun weapons such as 
guns or bombs O He’s a well-known arms 
dealer. O They were selling arms to various 
countries. ■ noun □ up in arms about very 
annoyed about O They are up in arms about 
the new bus timetable. 

arms race /'aimz reis/ noun competition 
between countries to have the largest number 
of weapons or the most powerful weapons 
(D army /'a:mi/ noun 1 . all the soldiers of a 
country, trained for fighting on land O He left 
school at 16 and joined the army. O An army 
spokesman held a news conference. 2. a large 
number of people O An army of volunteers 
helped put out the forest fire. (NOTE: The 
plural is armies.) 

aroma /o'roumo/ noun a pleasant smell of 
something you can eat or drink 
aromatherapy /o.roumo'Beropi/ noun a 
treatment with pleasant-smelling oils 
aromatic /.aero 1 mastik/ adj with a strong 
pleasant smell 

aromatic herb /.aeromaetik 'h3ib/ noun a 
plant which has a pleasant smell and which 
can be used as flavouring for food or in sub¬ 
stances which you use to clean your hair or 
skin 

(D around /o'raund/ prep 1. going all round 
something O She had a gold chain around 
her neck. O The flood water was all around 
the village. 2. close to or in a place or area O 
Is there a bus stop around here? O It’s the 
only swimming pool for miles around. 3. in 
various places O We have lots of computers 
around the office. 4. more or less O It will 
cost around £200. O Around sixty people 
came to the meeting. ■ adv 1. in various 
places O Papers were lying around all over 
the floor. O The restaurants were all full, so 
we walked around for some time. 2. sur¬ 
rounding something O a castle with water all 
around 3. close to, nearby O The children 
stood around waiting for the bus. 4. in exis¬ 
tence O She’s one of the best eye surgeons 
around. O The new coins have been around 
for some weeks now. 

arousal /o'rauz(o)l/ noun a feeling of sex¬ 
ual excitement 

arouse /o'rauz/ verb 1. to make someone 
feel a particular emotion □ someone is easily 
aroused it is easy to make someone angry 2. 
to make someone behave in a particular way, 
e.g. become excited about something 3. to 
make someone feel sexually excited. Com¬ 
pare rouse 


arpeggio 

arpeggio /ai'ped 3 iou/ noun a set of musi¬ 
cal notes where the notes are played one after 
the other and not all together (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is arpeggios.) 

© arrange /o'reindj/ verb 1. to put in order 
O The chairs are arranged in rows. O The 
books are arranged in alphabetical order. O 
The ground floor is arranged as an 
open-plan area with a little kitchen at the 
side. 2. to organise O Let’s arrange to meet 
somewhere before we go to the theatre. O 
The tour has been arranged by the travel 
agent. O She arranged for a taxi to meet him 
at the airport. O I’ve arranged with my 
mother that she will feed the cat while we ’re 
away. 3. to change a piece of music in order 
to make it suitable for playing on different in¬ 
struments O The piece was written for the pi¬ 
ano, but it has been arranged for full 
orchestra. (NOTE: You arrange for someone 
to do something; you arrange for something 
to be done; or you arrange to do some¬ 
thing.) 

d> arrangement /o'reindsmont/ noun 1. 
the process of putting things into an order O 
the arrangement of the pictures in a book 2. a 
thing which has been arranged 3. the process 
of organising an event O All the arrange¬ 
ments for the wedding were left to the bride’s 
mother. 4. a general agreement O We have an 
arrangement by which we meet for lunch ev¬ 
ery Tuesday. 

<S> array /o'rei/ noun a display 
arrears /o'rioz/ plural noun an amount of 
money which should have been paid earlier O 
She arranged to pay the arrears of rent in 
monthly instalments. O He let the payments 
fall into arrears. ■ noun □ to be in arrears 
to owe money which should have been paid 
earlier O He is six weeks in arrears with his 
rent. 

(D arrest /o'rest/ noun the act of holding 
someone for breaking the law O The police 
made several arrests at the demonstration. □ 
under arrest held by the police o After the 
demonstration, three people were under ar¬ 
rest. ■ verb to hold someone for breaking the 
law O The police arrested two men and took 
them to the police station. O He ended up get¬ 
ting arrested as he tried to leave the country. 
O She was arrested for stealing, but the judge 
let her off with a fine. 

® arrival /o'raivfojl/ noun 1. the act of 
reaching a place O We announce the arrival 
of flight AB 987from Tangiers. O We apolo¬ 
gise for the late arrival of the 14.25 express 
from Edinburgh. O The time of arrival is 5 
p.m. □ on arrival when you arrive O On ar¬ 
rival at the hotel, members of the party will 
be allocated rooms. 2. a person who has ar¬ 
rived O He’s a new arrival on our staff. 3. the 


art gallery 

birth of a baby O The arrival of their daugh¬ 
ter was announced in the newspapers. 
arrivals /3'raiv(o)lz/ noun the part of an 
airport that deals with passengers who are ar¬ 
riving. Compare departures 
(D arrive /o'raiv/ verb to reach a place o 
They arrived home tired out. O The train 
from Paris arrives in London at 5 p.m. 
(NOTE: You arrive in a town or in a country 
but at a place.) 

<D arrogance /'aerogons/ noun a feeling of 
being very proud of yourself, and thinking 
that you are much better than others. Syn¬ 
onym conceit. Antonym humility 
arrogant /'aerogont/ adj very proud in an 
unpleasant way. Synonym conceited 
arrogantly /'aerogontli/ adv too proudly 
arrow /'aerou/ noun 1. a a weapon made of 
a piece of wood with a sharp point, which 
you shoot from a bow 2. a printed sign (^) 
which points to something 
arrowhead /'asrouhed/ noun a sharp metal 
head attached to the end of an arrow 
arse /a:s/ noun the part of your body that 
you sit on ( offensive) 

arsenal /'aisn(o)l/ noun 1 . a store of weap¬ 
ons 2. a collection of things which can be 
used 

arsenic /'aismk/ noun a very poisonous 
substance 

arson /'ais(o)n/ noun the crime of setting 
fire to something such as a building or some 
property 

arson attack /'ais(o)n o.taek/ noun an act 
of setting fire to something such as a house 
arsonist /'ais(o)nist/ noun a person who 
sets fire to buildings or property on purpose 
(J) art /ait/ noun 1. the practice of creating 
objects, e.g. by painting, drawing or sculp¬ 
ture, or the objects that are created in this 
way O She is taking art lessons. O When 
you ’re in Washington, don’t miss the Mu¬ 
seum of Modern Art. 2. the practice of play¬ 
ing music or singing O a musician who lives 
for her art t arts 3. a particular skill or abil¬ 
ity at doing something O He has mastered the 
art of not answering reporters ’ questions. 

(D artefact /'aitifaekt/ noun an object such 
as a tool or a dish that was made by a person 
in the past 

arterial /ai'tioriol/ adj referring to arteries 
artery /'aitori/ noun a tube carrying blood 
from the heart around the body. Compare 
vein (NOTE: The plural is arteries.) 
artful /'a:tf(9)l/ adj clever, good at tricking 
people. Synonym crafty 
artfully /'aitf(9)li/ adv cleverly, in a way 
which tricks people 

art gallery /'ait .gaeteri/ noun a building 
which has paintings and other art for people 
to go and see 
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arthritic 

arthritic /a:'Gritik7 adj affected by arthritis 
■ noun a person with arthritis 
arthritis /a:'0raitis/ noun a painful medi¬ 
cal condition affecting a joint, where two 
bones meet 

artichoke /'aititjouk/ noun 0 Jerusalem 
artichoke 

® article /'aitik(o)l/ noun 1. a report in a 
newspaper O Did you read the article on ski¬ 
ing in yesterday's paper? 2. a section of a le¬ 
gal agreement O See article 8 of the treaty. 3. 
an object or thing O Several articles of cloth¬ 
ing were found near the road. 4. a word used 
before a noun to show whether you are refer¬ 
ring to a particular or general example of 
something. The definite article is ‘the’ and 
the indefinite article is ‘a’ or ‘an’, 
articulate verb/ai'tikjuleit/ to speak in a 
clear and careful way ■ adj I ai'tikjulot/ de¬ 
scribes someone who expresses thoughts 
clearly 

articulated lorry /ai.tikjuleitid 'lori/ 
noun a large truck with two or more parts 
which are connected so that they can move in 
different directions at the same time, e.g. 
when going around a comer 
artifact /'aitifaekt/ another spelling of 
artefact 

<S> artificial /,a:ti'fij(3)l/ adj not real o She 
was wearing artificial pearls. Synonym imi¬ 
tation. Antonym real 

artificial insemination /,a:tifij(9)l in- 
,semi'neiJ(o)n/ noun a medical treatment in 
which cells from a man’s sex organs are put 
into a woman’s womb (the part of her body 
where a baby can grow) to make her preg¬ 
nant. Abbr Al 

artificial intelligence /,aitifij(9)l in- 
'telid 3 ons/ noun the use of computer pro¬ 
grams to make machines do things which 
people can do. Abbr AI 
artificially /,aitTfiJ(9)li/ adv in a way that 
is false 

artificial respiration /,a:tifij(s)l .respi- 
'reiJ(o)n/ noun a treatment for helping 
someone who is almost dead by blowing air 
into their lungs so that they will start breath¬ 
ing again 

artillery /ai'tilsri/ noun the large guns that 
an army has 

artisan /.aiti'zaen/ noun a skilled worker 
who makes things with his or her hands 
<§> artist /'aitist/ noun a person who is 
skilled in making things such as paintings O 
She collects paintings by 19th-century artists. 
artiste /ai'tiist/ noun a professional per¬ 
former such as a singer or dancer 
artistic /ai'tistik/ adj 1. (of a person) 
showing skill or interest in art 2. arranged or 
done in a way that shows skill and looks 
beautiful 


ascetic 

artistically /ai'tistikli/ adv in an artistic 
way 

artistry /'aitistri/ noun skill in a particular 
art 

(§> arts /aits/ plural noun 1. all work con¬ 
nected with art 2. a subject of study which is 
not a science, e.g. history or literature 
art school /'ait skuil/ noun a college 
where students study subjects such as draw¬ 
ing and painting 

artwork /'aitw3ik/ noun things such as 

pictures or designs which are printed in a 

book or used in advertising 

arty /'aiti/, arty-crafty /,aiti 'kraifti/ adj 

pretending to be artistic; making artistic 

things 

(D as /oz, aez/ conj 1. because O As you can’t 
drive, you ’ll have to go by bus. O As it's cold, 
you should wear an overcoat. 2. at the same 
time that something else happens O As he 
was getting into the bath, the telephone rang. 
O The little girl ran into the road as the fire 
engine was turning the corner. 3. in the same 
way O Leave everything as it is. O You 
should take a holiday as the doctor told you. 
■ prep 1. in a particular job O She had a job 
as a bus driver. 2. because of being a particu¬ 
lar type of person O As a doctor, he has to 
know the symptoms of all the common dis¬ 
eases. 3. in a particular way O She was 
dressed as a nurse. O They treated him as a 
friend of the family. □ as...as used in com¬ 
parisons O as black as coal O She is as tall as 
I am. O I can’t run as fast as you. □ as well in 
addition O She came to have tea and brought 
her sister as well. O We visited the castle and 
swam in the pool as well. □ as well as in ad¬ 
dition to or together with O He has a cottage 
in the country as well as a flat in town. O As 
well as being a maths teacher, he is a 
part-time policeman. O as for concerning or 
referring to a particular person or thing O as 
from from a particular time O as from next 
Friday O as if, as though in the same way 
as 

asbestos /ass'bestas/ noun a substance 
which does not bum, formerly used in build¬ 
ings to protect against fire 
(D ascend /o'send/ verb 1. to go up 2. □ to 
ascend the throne to become king or queen 
O Henry VIII ascended the throne in 1509. 
ascendancy /s'sendonsi/ noun the influ¬ 
ence or power that one person or group has 
over another 

<D ascent /o'sent/ noun the action of climb¬ 
ing up (NOTE: Do not confuse with assent.) 
(D ascertain /.aeso'tein/ verb to check facts 
to see if they are tme ( formal ) Synonym 

determine 

ascetic /a'setik/ adj living in a simple way, 
without personal pleasures. Synonym aus¬ 
tere ■ noun a person who lives in a simple 
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ascorbic acid 

way without personal pleasures, usually for 
religious reasons. Antonym hedonist 
ascorbic acid /o.skoibik 'cesid/ noun vi¬ 
tamin C, a natural food substance which is 
contained in many fruits and vegetables 
ascribe /o'skraib/ verb □ to ascribe some¬ 
thing to something or someone to say that 
something is caused by something or some¬ 
one O He ascribed his business failures to 
bad luck. 

asexual /efsekjuol/ adj with no sexual or¬ 
gans or without having sex 
ash /aef/ noun 1 . a grey dust left after some¬ 
thing has burned (NOTE: no plural in this 
meaning, but see also ashes) 2. a type of 
tree that grows in the northern part of Europe 
@ ashamed /o'Jeimd/ adj a feeling of be¬ 
ing embarrassed and sorry for something that 
you have done or not done 
ashen /'aej(3)n/ adj looking very pale and 
ill. Synonym pallid 

ashes /'asjiz/ plural noun the grey dust that 
remains when the body of a dead person has 
been cremated 

ashore /o'Jo:/ adv to or onto land, e.g. from 
the sea or from a ship, t shore 
® ashtray /'aejtrei/ noun a little dish for 
cigarette ash 

Ash Wednesday /aej 'wenzdei/ noun the 
first day of Lent, the day after Shrove 
Tuesday 

(D Asian /'ei 3 (o)n/ adj referring to Asia ■ 
noun a person coming from one of the coun¬ 
tries of Asia, especially the Indian subconti¬ 
nent O More than half the children in the 
class are Asians. 

Asiatic /,eiji'£etik/ adj referring to things 
from Asia 

® aside /o'said/ adv 1. to one side O He 
took me aside and whispered in my ear. □ to 
put aside, to set aside to save money O He is 
putting £50 aside each week to pay for his 
car. 2. □ aside from apart from O Aside from 
a minor infection, his health has been re¬ 
markably good. ■ noun words that a charac¬ 
ter in a play speaks but which the other 
characters do not seem hear 
(D ask /a:sk/ verb 1. to put a question to get 
information O She asked a policeman the 
way to the hospital. O Joe went to the railway 
station to ask about cheap tickets. O Ask 
Mum how much her shoes cost. □ to ask af¬ 
ter someone to ask for news about someone, 
especially about his or her health O Several 
of your colleagues were asking after you. 2. 
to put a question to get someone to do some¬ 
thing O Ask your father to teach you how to 
drive. O Can I ask you not to make so much 
noise? 3. to invite O We asked them round 
for dinner. □ to ask someone out to ask 
someone to go out with you, e.g. to a restau¬ 


aspirational 

rant or to a film O Don’t ask her out - she al¬ 
ways orders the most expensive things on the 
menu! 

askance /o'skaens/ adv □ to look at some¬ 
thing or someone askance to look at some¬ 
thing or someone in a way that shows you do 
not trust them 

askew /o'skju:/ adv not straight o That 
picture’s askew. Synonym crooked 
(J) ask for /'a:sk fo:/ verb to say that you 
want something □ ask for something back 
to ask someone to give back something 
which you had lent to him or her 
asking /'aiskig/ noun □ it’s yours for the 
asking you only have to ask for it and you 
will get it 

asking price /'aiskip prais/ noun the 
price which someone wants to charge for 
something which he or she is selling 
(£) asleep /o'sliip/ adj sleeping o He was 
asleep and didn’t hear the fire alarm. O They 
were lying asleep on the ground. □ to fall 
asleep to begin to sleep 
asp /assp/ noun a small poisonous snake 
asparagus /o'spaerogos/ noun a green 
vegetable that has long thin stems and 
pointed tips and which you cook before 
eating 

(D aspect /‘sespekt/ noun 1. a way of con¬ 
sidering something such as a situation or a 
problem O I will examine several aspects of 
the problem. 2. the direction in which a 
house faces O The living room has a south¬ 
erly aspect. 

aspersions /3'sp3:J(o)nz/ plural noun □ 
to cast aspersions on someone to make bad 
comments about someone O He cast asper¬ 
sions on my honour. 

asphalt /'aesfaelt/ noun a mixture of tar, 
small stones and sand, used for making road 
surfaces ■ verb to cover a road with asphalt 
O The path will be asphalted during the 
summer. 

asphyxia /aes'fiksio/ noun a situation in 
which someone is prevented from breathing 
and therefore cannot take air into the lungs. 
Synonym suffocation 
asphyxiate /ses'fiksieit/ verb to stop 
someone breathing, or to die because of be¬ 
ing unable to breathe. Synonym suffocate 
asphyxiation /os.fiksi'eij^n/ noun 
death caused by being unable to breathe. 
Synonym suffocation 

aspirate /'asspirot/ noun a speech sound 
made by breathing out, e.g. the ‘IT in ‘horse’ 
(D aspiration /.zespf reiJ(o)n/ noun some¬ 
thing which you want to achieve or to be suc¬ 
cessful at. Synonym ambition 
aspirational adj typical of people who 
want to become more successful and be able 
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to afford a more expensive home and way of 
life 

d> aspire /o'spaio/ verb □ to aspire to 
something to want to achieve something O 
He aspires to great success as an actor. 

® aspirin /'assprin/ noun 1. a common 
drug, used in the treatment of slight illnesses 
to reduce pain 2. a pill that contains aspirin 
aspiring /o'spaiorig/ adj hoping to get 
something 

(D ass /ass/ noun 1. US the part of your body 
that you sit on ( offensive) 2. a stupid person 
( informal) 3. a donkey (old) (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is asses.) 

assail /o'sell/ verb to attack someone or 
something ( formal) 

assailant /o'seilont/ noun a person who 
attacks someone. Synonym attacker 
assassin /o'saesin/ noun a person who 
kills someone famous, especially for political 
reasons 

assassinate /o'saesineit/ verb to kill a fa¬ 
mous person, especially for political reasons 
d> assassination /o.sassi'neiJXojn/ noun 
the act of killing a famous person for political 
reasons 

(D assault /o'soilt/ noun an attack ■ verb to 
attack 

assemble /3'semb(3)l/ verb 1. to come to¬ 
gether 2. to put something together 
<D assembly /o'sembli/ noun 1. a meeting 
2. the process of putting something together 
assembly line /o'sembli lain/ noun a 
moving line in a factory, where the product 
moves slowly past workers who add pieces to 
it as it goes past 

assent /o'sent/ noun the approval of or 
agreement with something such as a sugges¬ 
tion. Synonym approval ■ verb □ to assent 
to something to agree to something o The 
committee assented to the suggestion. 

@ assert /o's3:t/ verb to state something 
firmly □ to assert yourself to state your 
opinions strongly 

(D assertion /3's3:J‘(3)n/ noun a statement 
of something which you believe to be true 
but of which you have no proof. Synonym 

claim 

assertive /o's3itiv/ adj confident and stat¬ 
ing your opinions in a strong way. Synonym 
self-confident. Antonym shy 
<§> assess /o'ses/ verb 1. to calculate an 
amount to be paid 2. to consider something 
such as someone’s achievement or progress 
in order to decide if it is satisfactory 
<D assessment /o'sesmont/ noun 1. a cal¬ 
culation of an amount to be paid 2. the pro¬ 
cess of assessing someone or something 
assessor /o'seso/ noun a person who cal¬ 
culates the results of people who have taken 
an examination 


(D asset /'aeset/ noun a valuable quality 
assets /'aesets/ plural noun the valuable 
things which people own O They will have to 
sell some of their assets to repay the debt. 
assiduity /,aesi'djuiiti/ noun the practice 
of working in a careful and regular way. Syn¬ 
onym diligence. Antonym carelessness 
assiduous /o'sidjuos/ adj careful and reg¬ 
ular. Synonym diligent. Antonym careless 
assign /o'sain/ verb □ to assign someone 
to something to give someone the job of do¬ 
ing something O She was assigned to the 
booking office. O We are assigning you to 
work in the accounts department. 

(D assignment /o'sainmont/ noun 1 . the 
act of giving someone a job to do 2. a job of 
work 3. a piece of written work which a stu¬ 
dent has to do 

assimilate /o'simileit/ verb 1 . to learn and 
understand 2. (of the body) to change the 
food that you have just eaten into substances 
can be used 3. □ to assimilate into a group, 
to be assimilated into a group to become 
part of a group O She assimilated into the 
teaching community very easily. 
assimilation /o.simi'leiJXojn/ noun the 
action of assimilating something or someone 
<D assist /o'sist/ verb to help someone o He 
assists me with my income tax forms. O I will 
be assisted in my work by Miss Smith. (NOTE: 
You assist someone in doing something or 
with something.) 

® assistance /o'sistOjns/ noun help o 
He was trying to change the wheel, when a 
truck drew up and the driver offered his as¬ 
sistance. O He asked if he could be of any as¬ 
sistance. O She will need assistance with her 
luggage. 

(D assistant /o'sist(o)nt/ noun a person 
who helps or is second in command to some¬ 
one O His assistant works in the office next 
door. Synonym helper 
® associate verb/o'sousieit/ □ to associ¬ 
ate with to have contact with or be connected 
with someone or something O I don 7 want 
you to associate with that family - they’ve all 
been in trouble with the police. O The gov¬ 
ernment is closely associated with the pro¬ 
ject. ■ noun /o'sousiot/ a person who works 
in the same business as you 
CD associated /o'sousieitid/ adj connected 
with 

(D association /o.sousi'eiJXojn/ noun 1. 
an official group of people or a group of 
companies in the same trade O an association 
offering support to victims of street violence 
O the Association of British Travel Agents 2. 
a connection between things O For some 
people, a black cat has an association with 
luck. O Manchester has strong family associ¬ 
ations for him. 3. □ in association with to- 


assorted 

gether with O The guidebook is published in 
association with the local tourist board. O 
This programme is brought to you in associa¬ 
tion with British Airways. 
assorted /o'soitid/ adj various, mixed 
assortment /o'soitmont/ noun a mixture 
of a lot of things that have some differences, 
e.g., in shape or colour 
assuage /o'sweid 3 / verb to make an un¬ 
pleasant feeling or experience feel less pain¬ 
ful ( formal) 

® assume /o'sjuim/ verb 1. to imagine or 
believe that something is true O Let’s assume 
that he is innocent. O I assume you have 
enough money to pay for the meal? 2. to take 
on something such as a responsibility O 
When she was twenty-one, she assumed com¬ 
plete control of the family business. O He has 
assumed responsibility for fire safety. 
assumed name /o.sjuimd 'neim/ noun a 
false name. Synonym alias 
© assuming /o'sjuimir)/ conj believing 
something to be true 

© assumption /o'sAmpJon/ noun a belief 
that something is true 

assurance /o'Juorons/ noun 1 . an attitude 
of confidence in your own abilities O He 
didn’t have the assurance to face a press 
conference Synonym self-confidence 2. 
the fact of being sure that something will 
happen 3. a promise O He gave her an assur¬ 
ance that he would not do it again. 

© assure /o'Juo/ verb 1. to state something 
definitely 2. to make sure that something will 
happen 3. to provide someone with insurance 
assured /o'Ju^d/ adj very certain and 
confident 

asterisk /'asstorisk/ noun a printing sign 
like a star, used to draw attention to 
something 

astern /o'st3:n/ adv 1 . behind a ship 2. □ to 
go astern to make a ship go backwards O 
The ferry had to go full speed astern so as not 
to hit the barge. 

asteroid /'aestoroid/ noun a mass of rock 
that travels in a path round the sun 
asthma /'aesmo/ noun a medical condition 
in which someone suffers breathing diffi¬ 
culty, often because a particular substance 
has a bad effect on his or her body 
asthmatic /ass'maetik/ adj referring to or 
affected by asthma O He has an asthmatic at¬ 
tack every spring. O Their little girl is asth¬ 
matic. ■ noun a person who has asthma 
© astonish /o'stem// verb to surprise 
someone very much. Synonym amaze 
astonished /o'stDm/t/ adj very surprised. 
Synonym amazed 

astonishing /o'stomjii]/ adj very surpris¬ 
ing. Synonym amazing 


asylum seeker 

astonishingly /o'stonijipli/ adv very 
surprisingly 

astonishment /o'stDmJmont/ noun great 
surprise. Synonym amazement 
© astound /o'staund/ verb to surprise 
someone completely. Synonym astonish 
astounded /o'staundid/ adj very sur¬ 
prised. Synonym astonished 
astounding /o'staundir)/ adj very surpris¬ 
ing. Synonym astonishing 
astray /o'strei/ adv □ to go astray to get 
lost O Yet another spoon seems to have gone 
astray; we can’t find it anywhere. □ to lead 
someone astray to encourage someone to 
bad habits O It appears that the boy was led 
astray by some of the older boys at school. 
astride /o'straid/ adv, prep with your legs 
on either side of something O He was sitting 
astride his bicycle, with both feet on the 
ground. O Sit astride and hold tight. 
astringent /3'strind39nt/ adj 1. severe or 
extremely unkind 2. describes a substance 
which you put on your skin, e.g. as a beauty 
treatment or to stop the flow of blood from a 
cut ■ noun an astringent substance 
astrologer /o'strolodso/ noun a person 
who claims to be able to tell what will hap¬ 
pen in the future, by looking at the positions 
of the planets and stars 
astrological /,a2Str9'lDd3ik(3)l/ adj refer¬ 
ring to astrology 

astrology /o'strolodsi/ noun the practice 
of saying what the future will be by looking 
at the position of the planets and the stars 
(NOTE: no plural) 

© astronaut /'asstronoit/ noun a person 
who travels into space 

astronomer /o'strDnomo/ noun a person 
who studies astronomy 
astronomical /.aestro'nDmikto)!/ adj 1. 
referring to astronomy 2. (of a price or 
amount) very large ( informal) 

© astronomy /o'strDnomi/ noun the sci¬ 
entific study of the stars, sun and planets 
(NOTE: no plural) 

astrophysics /.aestrou'fiziks/ noun the 
study of the physics of the universe (NOTE: 
no plural) 

astute /o'stjuit/ adj clever at understanding 
things quickly. Synonym shrewd 
astutely /o'stjuitli/ adv cleverly 
astuteness /o'stjuitnos/ noun the quality 
of being astute 

© asylum /o'sailom/ noun 1. the right to 
stay in another country if you have been 
treated badly in your own country O to seek 
asylum O to grant someone asylum O to ask 
for political asylum 2. a hospital for people 
who have mental illnesses (old) 
asylum seeker /o'sailom .siiko/ noun a 
person who asks for permission to stay in an- 
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asymmetrical 

other country because the political situation 
in his or her own country is not safe for him 
or her to stay there 

asymmetrical /,eisi'metrik(3)l/ adj 
which does not have the same shape or size 
on both sides 

<D at /ot, get/ prep 1 . showing time o We ’ll 
meet at eleven o ’clock. O You must put your 
lights on when you drive at night. O At the 
weekend, we went to see my mother. O We 
went to Paris at Easter. 2. showing place O 
Meet us at the post office. O She’s got a job 
at the supermarket. O He’s not at home, he’s 
at work. 3. showing speed O The train was 
travelling at 200 kilometres an hour. 4. 
showing direction O They threw rotten eggs 
at the speaker. (NOTE: at is often used after 
verbs, e.g. to look at, to point at.) 5. show¬ 
ing cause O She laughed at my old coat. 

® ate /et, eit/ i> eat 

atheist /'eiGiist/ noun a person who be¬ 
lieves there is no god. Compare agnostic. 
Synonym unbeliever. Antonym believer 
athlete /'aeGliit/ noun a person who com¬ 
petes in sports such as running 
athlete’s foot /.aeGliits 'fut/ noun a skin 
infection on the feet, especially between the 
toes 

athletic /eeG'letik/ adj referring to athletics 
athletics /geG'letiks/ noun organised sports 
such as mnning or long jump (NOTE: no 
plural) 

Atlantic Ocean /ot.laentik 'oufon/ noun 
the ocean between the Americas and Europe 
and Africa 

atlas /'aetlos/ noun a book of maps (NOTE: 
The plural is atlases.) 

ATM abbr automated teller machine 
<D atmosphere /'aetmosfio/ noun 1. the air 
around the Earth O The atmosphere sur¬ 
rounds the Earth to a height of several hun¬ 
dred kilometres. 2. a general feeling O The 
atmosphere in the office was tense. O I like 
the friendly atmosphere at our college. 
atmospheric /.aetmos'ferik/ adj 1. refer¬ 
ring to the atmosphere 2. mysterious, 
beautiful 

atoll /'aetDl/ noun a ring-shaped island made 
of coral 

<S> atom /'setam/ noun 1. a very small basic 
piece of matter 2. a very small thing 
atom bomb /'getom bom/ noun a bomb 
using nuclear energy 

® atomic /o'tDmik/ adj referring to atoms 
atomic bomb /o'tomik bom/ noun same 

as atom bomb 

atomic energy /o.tomik 'enod 3 i/ adj en¬ 
ergy created during a nuclear reaction 
atomic number /o.tDmik 'nAmbo/ noun 
the number of protons in one atom of a chem¬ 
ical element 


attainment 

atomic weight /o.tomik 'weit/ noun the 
ratio of the mass of an atom of an element to 
the mass of carbon 12 

atomiser /'aetomaizo/ noun an object 
which you use to send out a lot of small drops 
of liquid, e.g. into the air or onto your skin 
atone /o'toun/ verb to do something which 
shows that you are sorry for doing something 
wrong ( formal) 

atonement /o'tounmont/ noun the act of 
atoning for doing something wrong 
A to Z / ,ei to 'zed/ noun a street map for a 
town, especially one for London 
atrium /'eitriom/ noun 1 . a very large open 
space in a building, often with a glass roof 
and arrangements of indoor plants, which 
acts as a central meeting point 2. one of two 
parts inside the heart (NOTE: The plural is 
atria.) 

atrocious /o'troujos/ adj 1 . very bad 2. 
extremely evil 

atrocity /o'trositi/ noun an extremely evil 
act (NOTE: The plural is atrocities.) 
atrophy /'getrofi/ noun a process in which 
an organ or other part of the body wastes 
away ■ verb to waste away or become 
smaller 

(D attach /o'tgetj/ verb 1. to fasten some¬ 
thing to something O The gate is attached to 
the post. O I am attaching a copy of my previ¬ 
ous letter. 2. to consider that something has a 
particular quality O She attaches great im¬ 
portance to hygiene. 

attached /o'tgetj’t/ adj having a strong lik¬ 
ing for someone or something ( informal ) 
attachment /o'tgetjmont/ noun 1. some¬ 
thing which can be attached to something 
else 2. a liking for someone or something 3. a 
document attached to an email 
(D attack /o'tgek/ noun 1 . the act of trying to 
hurt someone or something O They made an 
attack on the town. □ under attack the situa¬ 
tion of being attacked O The town is under 
attack from rebel guerrillas. 2. a criticism O 
He launched an attack on the government. 3. 
a sudden illness O She had an attack of ma¬ 
laria. ■ verb 1 . to try to hurt someone or to 
hit someone O Three men attacked her and 
stole her watch. O The old lady was attacked 
by muggers. 2. to try to destroy something O 
They attacked the enemy camp. 
d> attacker /o'tasks/ noun a person who at¬ 
tacks someone or something. Synonym 
assailant 

d> attain /o'tein/ verb to reach a particular 
status or rank or to be successful in 
something 

attainment /o'teinmont/ noun success in 
achieving something or reaching a particular 
goal 
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attempt 

® attempt /a'tempt/ noun an act of trying 
to do something O He failed in his attempt to 
climb Mount Everest. O All his attempts to 
get a job have failed. O We closed down one 
shop in an attempt to cut costs. O She passed 
her driving test at the second attempt. □ an 
attempt on someone’s life the action of try¬ 
ing to kill someone ■ verb to try to do some¬ 
thing O She attempted to commit suicide. 
attempted /a'temptid/ adj describes 
something which someone has tried to do 
@ attend /o'tend/ verb to be present at an 
event O She attended the wedding. O They 
organised a protest meeting, but only one or 
two people attended. 

attendance /a'tendans/ noun 1. the fact 
of being present at an event □ in attendance 
being with someone in order to help them O 
The Queen unveiled the memorial, with Ma¬ 
jor Jones in attendance. 2. the number of 
people present at an event (NOTE: no plural) 
attendant /o'tendont/ noun 1. a person on 
duty in a place 2. a person who helps some¬ 
one during a ceremony 
attend to /o'tend tu:/ verb 1. to give care¬ 
ful thought to something and deal with it 2. □ 
to attend to someone, to someone’s needs 
to look after someone such as a customer or 
patient O Wait here, please, someone will at¬ 
tend to you in a moment. 

® attention /o' ten Jon/ noun 1. the act of 
concentrating on what you are doing O 
Don’t distract the driver’s attention. □ for 
the attention of words written on a letter 
to show that it is intended for a particular 
person to deal with it O Mark your letter for 
the attention of the Managing Director’. 
Abbr FAO □ to pay attention to to concen¬ 
trate on something and think about it care¬ 
fully O Pay attention to the instructions in 
the leaflet. O Don’t pay any attention to what 
she says! □ to turn your attention to some¬ 
thing to start to think about something care¬ 
fully 2. careful treatment O Your shoulder 
needs some attention. O His brakes could do 
with some attention. 3. the position of a sol¬ 
dier, standing straight, with heels together 
and looking straight ahead O The guards 
stood to attention at the entrance of the 
palace. 

attention span /o'tenfon spaen/ noun the 
length of time that someone can concentrate 
effectively on a particular job or activity 
attentive /o'tentiv/ adj 1. listening care¬ 
fully 2. being careful when dealing with 
someone 

attentively /o'tentivli/ adv in an attentive 
way 

attest /o'test/ verb □ to attest to some¬ 
thing to state officially that something is true 
(formal ) o Many people attested to his 
honesty. 


attributive 

attic /'aetik/ noun a room or space at the top 
of a house under the roof. Synonym loft. 
Antonym cellar 

attire /o'taio/ noun clothing ( formal ) 
(NOTE: no plural) 

(J) attitude /'aetitju:d/ noun 1. the position 
of your body, e.g. standing or sitting O His 
portrait shows him in a thoughtful attitude. 2. 
a way of thinking O What is the govern¬ 
ment’s attitude to the problem? 

® attorney /o't3:ni/ noun US a lawyer 
Attorney-General /3,t3:ni 'd3en(o)r3l/ 
noun 1. one of the law officers in the UK 
government 2. the head of legal matters in 
the US federal government, in charge of the 
Department of Justice 

(D attract /a'traekt/ verb to make someone 
want to come to a place or want to become 
involved in something such as a business O 
The shops are lowering their prices to attract 
more customers. O The exhibition attracted 
hundreds of visitors. O We must see if we can 
attract more candidates for the job. □ to be 
attracted to someone to feel a sexual inter¬ 
est in someone O I can’t understand why 
she’s attracted to him. 

(D attraction /a'traekjan/ noun 1. the abil¬ 
ity to attract 2. something which attracts peo¬ 
ple O The Tower of London is a great tourist 
attraction. 3. the ability of a substance or ob¬ 
ject to make something move towards it. 
Antonym repulsion 

(D attractive /s'trasktiv/ adj 1. pleas- 
ant-looking O They found the Lake District 
very attractive. O She’s an attractive young 
girl. 2. which attracts people O There are 
some attractive bargains in the sale. O The 
rival firm made him a very attractive offer. 
attributable /3'tribjut3b(3)l/ adj probably 
the cause of something 
(D attribute /'aetribjuit/ noun a quality that 
someone has O to attribute something to 
1. to say that something was caused by some¬ 
thing O The accident was attributed to faulty 
brakes. 2. to say that something was said or 
written by someone O The remark was attrib¬ 
uted to his father. 

attribution /.astn'bjuiJXsjn/ noun O attri¬ 
bution to 1. the fact of saying that some¬ 
thing was caused by something O They 
confirmed the inspectors’ attribution of the 
accident to faulty brakes. 2. the fact of saying 
that something was said or written by some¬ 
one O I disagree with his attribution of the 
poem to Shakespeare. 

attributive /s'tribjutrv/ adj {of an adjec¬ 
tive) which comes before a noun and de¬ 
scribes it 

COMMENT: In ‘the cold weather’ the word 
‘cold’ is attributive (as opposed to ‘the 
weather is cold’, where it is predicative). 
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atypical 

atypical /ei'tipik(o)l/ adj not typical. Ant¬ 
onym typical 

aubergine /'oub^iin/ noun a dark purple 
shiny fruit of a small plant, used as a vegeta¬ 
ble (NOTE: The US term is eggplant.) 
auburn /'o:bon/ adj of a dark red¬ 
dish-brown colour 

auction /'oikjon/ noun a public sale in 
which an object is sold to the person who of¬ 
fers to pay the highest amount of money for it 
□ to put something up for auction to offer 
something for sale at an auction ■ verb to 
sell something at an auction 
auctioneer /.oikj’o'mo/ noun a person 
who runs an auction 

audacious /oi'deijos/ adj very brave or 
involving great risk 

audaciously /oi'deijosli/ adv in an auda¬ 
cious way 

audacity /oi'daesiti/ noun audacious 
behaviour 

audible /'o:dib(o)l/ adj which can be heard. 
Synonym perceptible. Antonym inaudible 
audibly /'oidibli/ adv in an audible way 
(D audience /'oidions/ noun 1. the people 
watching a performance, e.g. at a theatre or 
cinema or on television, or listening to a ra¬ 
dio programme O Members of the audience 
cheered. O There was a huge audience on the 
first night of the play. 2. a formal situation in 
which you can speak privately to an impor¬ 
tant person O The ambassador had an audi¬ 
ence with the President. 
audio- /oidiou/ prefix referring to sound O 
audio tape 

audiovisual /.oidiou'viguol/ adj referring 
to sound and pictures that have been recorded 
together ■ noun an audiovisual recording 
audit /'o:dit/ noun 1. an official check of a 
company’s accounts 2. a careful examination 
of an organisation or a set of procedures to 
see how good they are. Synonym review ■ 
verb 1. to check accounts officially o The ac¬ 
counts have not yet been audited. 2. to exam¬ 
ine something carefully to see how good it is. 
Synonym review 

(3) audition /o:'diJ(9)n/ noun a test for per¬ 
formers such as actors, singers or dancers, to 
see if they will be given a part in a play or 
film ■ verb 1. to hold an audition for a per¬ 
former 2. to do an audition for a part O Two 
hundred children auditioned for the part of 
the Artful Dodger. 

auditor /'oidito/ noun someone whose job 
is to check a company’s accounts officially 
auditorium /.oidi'toiriom/ noun a large 
hall used for events such as concerts (NOTE: 
The plural is auditoriums or auditoria.) 
augment /oig'ment/ verb to increase an 
amount of something ( formal) 


authenticate 

augmentation /.oigmen'teiJXojn/ noun 
an increase ( formal ) 

augur /'o:go/ verb to be a sign for the fu¬ 
ture. Synonym foretell □ it doesn’t augur 
well it is not a good sign 
(D August /'oigost/ noun the eighth month 
of the year, the month after July and before 
September O August 15 O My birthday is in 
August. O I left my job last August. O Today 
is August 15th. (NOTE: August 15th or Au¬ 
gust 15: say ‘August the fifteenth’ or ‘the fif¬ 
teenth of Auqusf or in US Enqlish ‘August 
fifteenth’.) 

(D aunt /a:nt/ noun the sister of your mother 
or father, or the wife of an uncle O Say good¬ 
bye to Aunt Anne. O She lives next door to my 
aunt. 

auntie /'ainti/, aunty noun an aunt ( infor¬ 
mal) 

au pair /ou 'pea/ noun a person, usually a 
young woman, who lives with a family in an¬ 
other country to learn the language while 
looking after children and helping to keep the 
house clean (NOTE: The plural is au pairs.) 
aura /'o:ro/ noun a general feeling or qual¬ 
ity in a particular situation. Synonym air 
aural /'oirol/ adj referring to hearing (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with oral.) 
auspices /'oispisiz/ noun □ under the 
auspices of organised by or supported with 
money from ( formal) o The concert is being 
held under the auspices of the local Chamber 
of Commerce. 

auspicious /oi'spijos/ adj likely to be 
successful. Antonym inauspicious 
Aussie /'Dzi/ ( informal) adj Australian ■ 
noun an Australian o There was a group of 
Aussies in the restaurant. (NOTE: The plural 
is Aussies.) 

austere /oi'stio/ adj 1 . with a plain and 
simple appearance 2. with only the basic 
things you need to live 

austerity /oi'steriti/ noun 1 . the quality of 
being austere 2. poor living conditions be¬ 
cause people do not have much money 
Australasian / l DStro l lei3(9)n/ adj refer¬ 
ring to Australasia, the part of the southern 
half of the world which includes Australia, 
New Zealand, and the Pacific Islands 
Australian Rules football /D.streilion 
ru:lz 'futboil/ noun a sport played by two 
teams of eighteen players on an oval field 
with an oval ball with the intention of scoring 
points by kicking the ball over the oppo¬ 
nents’ goal line (NOTE: In Australia the 
game is often called Footie.) 
authentic /oi'Bentik/ adj original, not false 
or artificial 

authenticate /oi'Bentikeit/ verb to prove 
that something is authentic 
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authentication 

authentication /oi.Genti'keiJXa)!!/ noun 
the act of proving that something is authentic 
authenticity /,o:0en'tisiti/ noun the fact 
of being authentic 

(D author /'o:09/ noun a writer o The books 
are written under a pseudonym and no one 
knows who the author is. O She is the author 
of a popular series of children's books. 

authorisation /^iGorai'zeiJXo)!!/, autho¬ 
rization noun official permission. Synonym 

approval 

authorise /'oiGaraiz/, authorize verb to 
give permission for something to be done. 
Synonym approve. Antonym forbid 
authoritarian /oi.BDri'teorion/ adj con¬ 
trolling people strictly. Synonym strict 
authoritative /oi'Goritatrv/ adj 1. in a 
powerful way, so that people will obey 2. re¬ 
cognised as expert 

authoritatively /o:'0Drit3tivli/ adv in an 
authoritative way 

authorities /o:'0Dritiz/ plural noun the 
government 

(D authority /o:'0Driti/ noun 1. a power to 
do something O He has no authority to act on 
our behalf. 2. pennission to do something O 
He signed without having my authority to do 
so. 3. where information is from O What is 
his authority for the story? 4. a ruling organi¬ 
sation O The education authority pays teach¬ 
ers’ salaries. (NOTE: The plural in this 
meaning is authorities.) 5. an expert o He’s 
an authority on Greek literature. (NOTE: The 
plural in this meaning is authorities.) 
autism /'o:tiz(3)m/ noun a mental condi¬ 
tion which makes people who have it unable 
to react to other people in the usual way 
autistic /oi'tistik/ adj having autism 
(D auto /'oitou/ noun a car ( informal) 
autobiographical /.oitsubam- 

'graefik(o)l/ adj referring to the writer’s life 
autobiography /.oitsubai'Dgrsfi/ noun a 
story of the life of a person written by him¬ 
self or herself. Synonym memoirs 
autocrat /'oitskraet/ noun a person who 
governs or manages with total power over the 
people in a country or organisation 
autocratic /oito'krsetik/ adj ruling like an 
autocrat 

Autocue /'oitoukju:/ trademark a screen 
which helps someone speaking on television 
by showing them the words of their speech 
autograph /'oitagraif/ noun a famous 
person’s name written in their own writing 
for someone to keep ■ verb □ to autograph 
something for someone to write your name 
in something such as a book O I asked the 
goalkeeper to autograph the programme for 
me. 


auxiliary verb 

autograph hunter /'oitograif ,hAnto/ 
noun a person who tries to meet famous peo¬ 
ple to get their autographs 
automate /'oitameit/ verb to use machines 
to do work which previously was done by 
people 

automated /'oitameitid/ adj using ma¬ 
chines in place of people. Synonym 

automatic 

automated teller machine /.oitsmeitid 
'tela mo,Jim/ noun US a machine outside a 
bank from which money can be obtained 
when a card is inserted. Abbr ATM (NOTE: 

The British term is cashpoint machine.) 

(D automatic adj /.oits'maetik/ which 
works by itself O There is an automatic de¬ 
vice which cuts off the electric current. ■ 
noun 1. a gun which continues firing as long 
as the trigger is being pulled O The robbers 
opened fire with automatics. 2. a car which 
has automatic gear change O I prefer driving 
automatics to manual models. 

(D automatically /oits'maetikli/ adv 1. 
without thinking about what is being done 2. 
without people being involved 
automation /,o:t3'meiJ(3)n/ noun the 
practice of using machines instead of people 
to carry out work. Synonym mechanisation 
automobile /'oitamabiil/ noun especially 
US a car 

automotive /.oits'msutiv/ adj referring to 
motor vehicles 

autonomous /oftonamas/ adj self- 
governing 

<D autonomy /oi'tDnsmi/ noun 1. self- 
government 2. the fact of being able to de¬ 
cide what to do by yourself, without asking 
anyone else 

autopilot /'oitsupaitat/ noun a machine 
which can fly a plane, allowing the pilot to 
rest 

autopsy /'oitDpsi/ noun the examination 
of the body of a dead person to find the cause 
of death (NOTE: The plural is autopsies.) 

(J) autumn /'oitam/ noun the season of the 
year between summer and winter ( formal) o 
In autumn, the leaves turn brown. O We went 
on a walking holiday last autumn. O They say 
the building will be finished next autumn. O 
I’ll be starting my new job in the autumn. 
(NOTE: The US term is fall.) 
autumnal /o:'tAmn(9)l/ adj referring to 
autumn 

auxiliary /oig'zilisri/ adj which gives help 
■ noun 1. a person who helps other workers 
2. an auxiliary verb (NOTE: [all senses] The 
plural is auxiliaries.) 

auxiliary verb /oig'ziliari V3ib/ noun a 
verb that is used with another verb to show 
person, number, mood, tense, or aspect 
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award 


COMMENT: The auxiliary verbs in English 
are be, do and have. 

avail /s'veil/ verb □ to avail yourself of 
something to make use of something ■ noun 

□ be of no avail to be no use □ to no avail 

without success O They tried pushing the car, 
but all to no avail. 

(D availability /o.veilo'biliti/ noun the fact 
of being available □ subject to availability if 
available O The goods will be supplied sub¬ 
ject to availability. 

<D available /o'veil3b(3)l/ adj 1. able to be 
obtained O The tablets are available from 
most chemists. 2. □ to make yourself avail¬ 
able to arrange to be free to do something O / 
can make myself available to meet you next 
week. 

avalanche /'aevolaintJV noun a fall of 
masses of snow down the side of a mountain 

□ avalanche season late spring, when in¬ 
creasing temperatures make the snow be¬ 
come soft on high mountains, and cause 
avalanches 

avant-garde /.aevog 'ga:d/ adj describes 
things such as forms of art or ways of think¬ 
ing that are new, original and not traditional 
avarice /'cevoris/ noun a strong feeling of 
wanting to have and keep a lot of money. 
Synonym greed 

avaricious ^aevo'rijos/ adj wanting to 
have a lot of money and not spend it. Syn¬ 
onym greedy 
Ave abbr avenue 

avenge /o'vend 3 / verb to hurt or punish 
someone because they have done wrong to 
you or to someone close to you □ to avenge 
yourself on to make someone suffer for 
something wrong that they have done to you 
O She wanted to avenge herself on her rival. 
Compare revenge 

(D avenue /'asvonju:/ noun 1. a wide street 
in a town, often with trees along the side 2. 
two parallel rows of trees 3. a way of dealing 
with a matter 

<D average /'£ev(o)rid 3 / noun 1. a total cal¬ 
culated by adding several numbers together 
and dividing by the amount of numbers 
added O The temperature has been above the 
average for the time of year. O the average 
for the last three months or the last three 
months ’ average 2. □ on average as a rule O 
On average, £15 worth of goods are stolen 
every day. 3. a sharing of the costs of an in¬ 
surance ■ adj 1 . ordinary o It was an aver¬ 
age working day at the office. O Their 
daughter is of above average intelligence. 2 . 
calculated by dividing the total by the num¬ 
ber of quantities O His average speed was 30 
miles per hour. ■ verb to work out as an av¬ 
erage O Price increases have averaged 10% 
per annum. 


averse /o'v3:s / adj (formal ) □ to be averse 
to to dislike O I’m averse to people smoking 
in pubs. □ not to be averse to to like O She is 
not averse to hard work. O He is not averse 
to the odd glass of wine with his meals. 
aversion /o'v3:J(o)n/ noun □ an aversion 
to or towards a dislike of O She has a great 
aversion to people who look away while talk¬ 
ing to her. O You can’t ask them together be¬ 
cause of their mutual aversion towards each 
other. 

avert /o'v3:t/ verb 1. to prevent something 
happening 2. □ to avert your eyes to look 
away ( formal ) o On the sight of blood she 
averted her eyes. 

aviation /,ervi'eij(3)n/ noun the action of 
flying aircraft 

avid /'sevid/ adj extremely keen 
avidly /'aevidli/ adv keenly 
avocado /.cevo'kaidou/ noun 1. a fruit 
which has a thick green or black skin and 
pale green flesh with a large seed inside 2. a 
tree that avocados grow on 3. a pale green 
colour 

(D avoid /o'void/ verb 1. to keep away from 
O Travel early to avoid the traffic jams. O 
Aircraft fly high to avoid storms. 2. to try not 
to do something O He’s always trying to 
avoid taking a decision. O You must avoid 
travelling on Friday evenings. (NOTE: You 
avoid something or avoid doing some¬ 
thing.) 

avoidable /9 l voidob(9)l/ adj which could 
have been avoided 

avowed /o'vaud/ adj publicly stated (for¬ 
mal) 

await /o'weit/ verb to wait for something 
(D awake /o'weik/ verb 1. to wake someone 
up O He was awoken by the sound of the tele¬ 
phone. 2. to wake up O He awoke when he 
heard them knocking on the door. O They 
awoke to find a fox in their tent. (NOTE: 
awaking - awoke /o'wouk/ - has awoken) 
■ adj not asleep o I can’t get to sleep - it’s 2 
o’clock and I’m still awake. Antonym 
asleep (NOTE: awake cannot be used in 
front of a noun) 

awaken /o'weikon/ verb 1. to wake up 2. 
to wake someone up □ to awaken someone 
to a danger to warn someone of a danger O 
The president was finally awakened to the 
possibility of war. 

awakening /s'weikfejmij/ noun a waking 
up 

(D award /o'woid/ noun 1. a prize o The 
coffee maker has won a design award. O The 
school has been nominated for an award. 2. a 
decision which settles a disagreement O The 
latest pay award has been announced. ■ 
verb to give something such as a prize, a de¬ 
gree or diploma, or other reward to someone 


award-winning 

O He was awarded first prize. O She was 
awarded damages. Synonym confer 
award-winning /o'woid .winirj/ adj hav¬ 
ing won an award or awards 
® aware /o'weo/ adj knowing something o 
I am not aware of any problem. O Is he 
aware that we have to decide quickly? □ not 
that I am aware of not as far as I know O 
Has there ever been an accident here before? 
- Not that I am aware of. 

® awareness /o'weonos/ noun a state of 
being aware 

awash /s'wdJV adj O awash with 1. cov¬ 
ered with something, especially a liquid 2. 
possessing a lot of something o Just at the 
moment the company is awash with cash. 

3) away /a'wei/ adv 1. at a particular dis¬ 
tance or time O The nearest shop is three 
kilometres away. 2. moving or leading fur¬ 
ther from a person, place or object O We all 
waved as the bus moved away. O The track 
led away towards the sea. 3. (as emphasis, 
after verbs) without stopping o The birds 
were singing away in the garden. □ right 
away immediately O She ate the mince pie 
and right away asked for another one. 4. not 
here, somewhere else O The managing direc¬ 
tor is away on business. O My assistant is 
away sick. 5. (in sports) at your opponents’ 
sports ground O Our team is playing away 
next Saturday. 

away game /o'wei geim/ noun game 
played at your opponents’ sports ground 
® awe hi/ noun great fear or respect of 
someone □ to be in awe of someone to be 
frightened of someone O She is in awe of her 
father. 

® awful /'o:f(o)l/ adj very bad or unpleasant 
O She felt awful about missing the party. O 
He's got an awful cold. O Turn off the televi¬ 
sion - that programme’s awful! Synonym 

dreadful 

(D awfully /'o:f(3)li/ adv very ( informal) 


azure 

awhile h' wail/ adv for a short time 
(literary) 

CD awkward /'oikwod/ adj 1. embarrassing 
or difficult to deal with 2. difficult to use or 
deal with because of its shape, size or posi¬ 
tion O The handle’s a very awkward shape. 
3. not convenient 4. (of a person) not relaxed 
or confident on social occasions 5. (of a per¬ 
son) clumsy and unattractive in appearance 
or movement 

awkwardly /'oikwodli/ adv 1. in an awk¬ 
ward way 2. not conveniently 
awkwardness /'oikwodnos/ noun 1. a 
feeling of being embarrassed 2. difficulty 
awning /'oimij/ noun a roof made of strong 
cloth, used to keep the sun or rain off 
awoke, awoken /o'wouk, o'woukon/ i> 
awake 

awry /o'rai/ adj 1. not straight 2. wrong 
axe /aeks/ noun 1. a tool with a heavy sharp 
metal head, used for cutting through some¬ 
thing 2. □ to get the axe to be stopped o The 
project got the axe. □ to have an axe to 
grind to have a personal reason for doing 
something, or a personal point of view which 
you keep repeating O You can ask him what 
he thinks as he doesn’t have any particular 
axe to grind on this issue. ■ verb to get rid of 
□ to axe staff to tell people that they have to 
leave their job O Two hundred jobs are going 
to be axed. (NOTE: [all senses] The US spell¬ 
ing is ax.) 

axiomatic /.aeksio'maetik/ adj which ev¬ 
eryone knows is true 

axis /'asksis/ noun an imaginary line 
through the centre of a round object such as a 
ball (NOTE: The plural is axes /'asksiiz/.) 
axle /'asksol/ noun a straight bar, usually 
made of metal, which connects the wheels in 
a vehicle 

aye /ai/ noun a yes vote □ the ayes have it 
the yes votes have won ■ interj □ aye aye 
sir! (in the navy) yes, sir! 
azure /'as 3 o/ adj bright blue (literary) 
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B 


b Ibv.l, B noun the second letter of the alpha¬ 
bet, between A and C 

BA abbr bachelor of arts o She has a BA in 
Italian and music. (NOTE: written after the 
name: Jane Bushel I BA) 
baa /ha:/ verb to make the sound that a 
sheep makes with its voice ■ noun the sound 
that a sheep makes with its voice 
babble /'b£eb(o)l/ noun 1. a little sound 
made by water as it flows O the babble of the 
stream 2. the sound of people talking to¬ 
gether O a babble of voices in the next room 
■ verb 1 . (of water) to make a sound as it 
flows O We sat on the grass by a babbling 
brook. 2. to speak in a confused way O She 
babbled a few words and collapsed. O 
What’s he babbling on about? 
babe /beib/ noun 1. a baby 2. an attractive 
young man or woman O She’s a real babe! 3. 
a girl ( informal, sometimes offensive) o 
Come on, babe, let’s hit the town. 
baboon /bo'buin/ noun a type of large Af¬ 
rican monkey 

® baby /'beibi/ noun 1. a very young child 
O Most babies start to walk when they are 
about a year old. O I’ve known him since he 
was a baby. □ to have a baby to give birth to 
a baby O She’s going into hospital to have 
her baby. □ the baby of the family the youn¬ 
gest child in a family 2. a very young animal 
O a baby rabbit (NOTE: The plural is babies. 
If you do not know if a baby is a boy or a 
girl, you can refer to it as it: The baby was 
sucking its thumb.) 

baby carrier /'beibi .kaerio/ noun an ob¬ 
ject like a large flat bag with handles, for car¬ 
rying a baby 

babyish /'beibiiJV adj like a baby. Syn¬ 
onym childish 

® baby-sit /'beibi sit/ verb to look after a 
child or children in a house, while their par¬ 
ents are out (NOTE: baby-sitting - 
baby-sat) 

® baby-sitter /'beibi ,sito/ noun a person 
who baby-sits 

baby talk /'beibi to:k/ noun a way of 
speaking like a baby 

bachelor /'bast Job/ noun 1. a man who is 
not married O He’s still a bachelor and I’m 
beginning to wonder if he ’ll ever get mar¬ 


ried. 2. a person with a first degree from a 
university O a bachelor of arts O He left uni¬ 
versity in 1988 with a Bachelor of Science 
degree. 

bachelor’s degree /'bastjobz di.gri:/ 
noun a first degree from a university 
(D back /bask/ noun 1 . the part of your body 
which is not in front O She went to sleep ly¬ 
ing on her back. O He carried his son on his 
back. O Don’t lift that heavy box, you may 
hurt your back. □ do something behind 
someone’s back do something without tell¬ 
ing the person who it affects □ to turn your 
back on someone to turn round so that your 
back is towards someone, as a sign that you 
are amioyed □ glad to see the back of some¬ 
one pleased that someone has left □ to put 
someone’s back up to annoy someone □ 
have broken the back of the work have 
done most of the work 2. the opposite part to 
the front O He wrote his address on the back 
of the envelope. O She sat in the back of the 
bus and went to sleep. O The dining room is 
at the back of the house. □ to know a place 
like the back of your hand to know a place 
extremely well □ to put trousers on back to 
front to put trousers on the wrong way round 
3. one of the players in a sports team who 
tries to prevent the other team from getting a 
point O The backs should stay back to defend 
the goal. ■ adj 1 . on the opposite side to the 
front O He knocked at the back door of the 
house. O The back tyre of my bicycle is flat. 
2. referring to the past O back pay ■ adv 1 . 
towards the back O He stepped back from the 
edge of the platform. O She leant back in her 
armchair. O Can you please sit back, I can’t 
see the screen. 2. in the state that something 
was previously O Put the telephone back on 
the table. O She watched him drive away and 
then went back into the house. O She gave me 
back the money she had borrowed. O I’ll 
phone you when I am back in the office. 3. in 
the past O Back in the 1950s, life was much 
less complicated than it is today. ■ verb 1 . to 
go backwards, to make something go back¬ 
wards O He backed or backed his car down 
the drive. □ to back away from to go back¬ 
wards from something frightening O The lit¬ 
tle girl backed away from the dog. 2. to 


backache 

support with money O She is backing her 
son’s restaurant. 3. to strongly support a par¬ 
ticular person, opinion, etc. O We ’re backing 
the Prime Minister to win the election. 

(NOTE: Back is often used after verbs: to 
give back, to go back, to pay back, etc.) 
backache /'baskeik/ noun a pain in the 
back 

back benches /'baek .bentjiz/ plural 
noun in the British Parliament, the seats 
where ordinary members of parliament sit 
(D backbone /'baekboun/ noun 1. the se¬ 
ries of bones which connect together down 
the back of a person or an animal O If you ’re 
careful, you ought to be able to lift the back¬ 
bone off the fish before eating it. 2. strength 
of character O It takes someone with back¬ 
bone to stand up to the government. 
backdate /bask'deit/ verb to put an earlier 
date on something 

(D back door /back 'do:/ noun a door at the 
back of a house 

backer /'basks/ noun 1. a person who sup¬ 
ports a project with money O One of the com¬ 
pany’s backers has withdrawn. 2. a person 
who risks money by saying which horse, 
team, etc. will win a particular race or com¬ 
petition O Several backers lost thousands 
when the favourite fell at the last fence. 
backfire /.baek'fais/ verb 1. (of a car) to 
make a loud noise in the engine O The motor¬ 
bike backfired several times when I started it 
this morning. 2. (of a plan) to go wrong, to 
turn out exactly the opposite to what was ex¬ 
pected O He was sure that everything would 
go according to plan and had never even 
thought it could backfire. O All their holiday 
plans backfired when their children got 
chickenpox. 

backgammon /'bask.gaemsn/ noun a 
board game for two people, in which they 
move their playing pieces after throwing two 
dice 

d> background /'baekgraund/ noun 1. a 
part of a picture which seems further away O 
The photograph is of a house with mountains 
in the background. O His white shirt stands 
out against the dark background. Compare 
foreground 2. past life or experience o He 
comes from a working class background. O 
Her background is in the restaurant busi¬ 
ness. 3. past details O He explained the back¬ 
ground of the claim for damages. 
background music /'baskgraund 
,mju:zik/ noun music played quietly as part 
of a film or in a place such as a restaurant 
backhand /'baekhasnd/ adj referring to a 
way of hitting the ball in sports such as tennis 
in which the back of the player’s hand moves 
towards the ball ■ noun a backhand shot. 
Antonym forehand 


backstage 

backhanded /.bask'haendid/ adj which 
could be taken also as an insult 
(D backing /'baekirj/ noun 1. financial sup¬ 
port O He has the backing of a French bank. 
2. the action of going backwards O Backing 
your car round corners is always difficult. 3. 
music played for a singer O She sings with an 
Irish backing group. 

backlash /'baeklaeJV noun a reaction 
against something 

backlog /'baeklog/ noun a lot of work 
which someone has not had time to do yet 
back out /.bask 'aut/ verb 1. to make a car 
go backwards out of a place O He backed 
(the car) out of the garage into the main 
road. 2. to decide not to support a project O 
We had to cancel the project when the bank 
backed out. 

(D backpack /'baskpask/ noun a bag earned 
on your back. Synonym rucksack 
(D backpacker /'baskpaeks/ noun a person 
who goes walking for pleasure, carrying a 
backpack 

(D backpacking /'baekpaskir)/ noun the 
activity of going on a long distance walk, 
carrying a backpack 

back pay /'baek pei/ noun a part of a salary 
which has not been paid 
backpedal /'bask,ped(s)l/ verb 1. (on a bi¬ 
cycle) to move the pedals backwards 2. to 
change your point of view and do the oppo¬ 
site of what you had promised O The govern¬ 
ment is starting to backpedal over its pledge 
to cut taxes. O The minister had to backpedal 
rapidly when the papers found out about his 
speech. 

back room /,baek 'rum/ noun a room at 
the back of an office, where secret work is 
done 

back-room boys /'baek ru:m ,boiz/ plu¬ 
ral noun people, especially scientists, who do 
important work that the public do not know 
about 

back seat /,baek 'silt/ noun 1. a seat in the 
back of a vehicle 2. a less important or active 
position in an organisation 
back seat driver /.baek si:t 'draivs/ 
noun a passenger in a car who offers the 
driver advice 

backside /'baeksaid/ noun the part of the 
body you sit on (informal) 
backslash /'baekslaejv noun a keyboard 
character (\) in the form of a line that slopes 
to the left 

backspace /'baekspeis/ noun the key that 
you press on a keyboard in order to move one 
space back on a computer screen 
backstage /bask'steid3/ adv 1. off the 
stage in a theatre O The actors gathered 
backstage to wait for the audience to settle 
down. 2. hidden from view O She did a lot of 
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back street 

work backstage to help the party win the 
election. ■ adj hidden from view o The foot¬ 
ball club has several backstage supporters 
who keep it afloat. O He did a lot of back- 
stage work to help the poor people of the 
town. 

back street /'baek striit/ noun a street 
away from the main streets O He grew up in 
the back streets of the city. ■ adj referring to 
an activity that is done secretly or illegally 
backstroke /'baekstrouk/ noun a swim¬ 
ming style where you lie on your back and 
move your arms backwards 
back-to-back /,baek to 'baek/ adj, adv 1. 
with the back of one person or thing against 
the back of another O Stand back-to-back to 
see who is the tallest. O They put the chairs 
back-to-back. 2. happening one after the 
other O back-to-back meetings 
backtrack /'baektraek/ verb 1. to go back 
2. to say that you no longer agree with some¬ 
thing that you did or said previously 
(D back up /,baek 'Ap/ verb 1. to help or 
support someone O Nobody would back her 
up when she complained about the service. O 
Will you back me up in the vote? 2. to make a 
copy of a computer file O Don’t forget to 
back up your work before you go home in the 
evening. 3. to make a car go backwards O 
Can you back up, please -1 want to get out of 
the parking lot. 

backup /'baekAp/ adj supporting, helping o 
We offer a free backup service to customers. 
■ noun helper support 

backup copy /'baekAp ,kopi/ noun a copy 
of a computer disk to be kept in case the orig¬ 
inal disk is damaged or lost 
backward /'baekwod/ adj 1. not as ad¬ 
vanced as normal O The little boy seems 
backward for his age. 2. with no advanced 
industry O Some countries are still relatively 
backward. 3. towards the back, behind you O 
He gave her a backward look and waved 
goodbye. ■ adv US same as backwards 
(D backwards /'baekwodz/ adv from the 
front towards the back O Don’t step back¬ 
wards. O ‘Tab’ is ‘bat’ spelt backwards. O 
She looked backwards at the next person in 
the queue. □ backwards and forwards in 
one direction, then in the opposite direction O 
The policeman was walking backwards and 
forwards in front of the bank. □ to bend over 
backwards, to lean over backwards to do 
something to do everything you can to be 
helpful ( informal ) o We bent over backwards 
to get her a mortgage, and then she decided 
not to buy the house. O The social services 
leant over backwards to help the family. 
backwater /'baekworto/ noun a quiet 
country place, away from the capital city 
backyard /baek'jcud/ noun 1. an enclosed 
area behind a house, with a hard surface O 


bad language 

We keep our bikes in the backyard. 2. the 
area in which you live O They have no idea of 
what’s going on in their own backyard. 3. US 
a piece of land behind a house (NOTE: The 
British term is garden.) 

(D bacon /'beikon/ noun meat from a pig 
which has been treated with salt or smoke, 
usually cut into thin pieces □ bacon and eggs 
a breakfast meal of bacon and eggs that have 
been cooked in a pan on top of a cooker □ to 
save someone’s bacon to get someone out of 
a difficult situation ( informal ) 
bacteria /baek'tiorio/ plural noun very 
small living things, which can cause disease 
(NOTE: The singular is bacterium /baek- 
'tioriom/.) 

bacterial /baek'tioriol/, bacteriological 

/b2ekti9rio l lDd3ik(9)l/ adj referring to 
bacteria 

bacterial warfare /baek.tioriol woifeo/ 
noun war where bacteria are used to kill the 
enemy 

Bactrian camel /.baektrion 'kaem(o)l/ 
noun an Asian camel which has two humps 
(D bad /baed/ adj 1 . not good o Eating too 
much fat is bad for you. O I think it would be 
a bad idea to go on holiday in November. 2. 
of poor quality O He’s a bad driver. O She’s 
good at singing but bad at playing the piano. 
3. unpleasant O He’s got a bad cold. O She’s 
in a bad temper. O I’ve got some bad news 
for you. O The weather was bad when we 
were on holiday in August. 4. serious O He 
had a bad accident on the motorway. 5. (of 
food) which is not fresh and has started to de¬ 
cay O I think the pie is bad, so we had better 
not eat it. O The meat we bought yesterday 
has started to go bad. (NOTE: bad - worse 
/w3is/ - worst /w3:st/) 
bad debt /baed 'det/ noun an amount of 
money owed to a person or to a company, 
which will never be paid 
baddy /'baedi/ noun an evil character, e.g. 
in a novel or a film. Antonym goody (NOTE: 
The plural is baddies.) 
badge /baed 3 / noun a small sign attached to 
someone’s clothes to show something, e.g. 
who he or she is or what company he or she 
belongs to 

badger /'baed 3 o/ noun a wild animal, with 
short legs and a black and white mark on the 
front of its head, which lives in holes in the 
ground O Farmers say that cows can catch 
TB from badgers. ■ verb □ to badger some¬ 
one into doing something to keep on asking 
someone so often that in the end they do what 
you want O She badgered me into giving her 
the key. 

bad guy /'baed gai/ noun an evil character 
in a story or film ( informal) 
bad language /baed 'laer)gwid 3 / noun 
swearing and rude words 
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badly 

® badly /'baedli/ adv 1. not well O She did 
badly in her driving test. 2. seriously O He 
was badly injured in the motorway accident. 
3. very much O His hair badly needs cutting. 

(NOTE: badly - worse - worst) 
badly-off /.baedli 'Df/ adj not having very 
much money (NOTE: badly-off - worse-off 
- worst-off) 

badminton /'baedmintan/ noun a game 
for two or four people, similar to tennis, in 
which the players use rackets to hit a shuttle¬ 
cock over a net 

badmouth /'baedmauG/ verb to criticise 
someone in a rude or unpleasant way (infor¬ 
mal) 

bad-tempered /.baed 'tempod/ adj feel¬ 
ing angry 

baffle /'baef(3)l/ noun an object which re¬ 
duces the effects or movement of noise or air 
O They built baffles between the airport run¬ 
way and the road. ■ verb to be unable to un¬ 
derstand something O I’m baffled as to why 
the car won’t start. O The cause of the com¬ 
mon cold has baffled scientists for years. 
Synonym confuse 

® bag /baeg/ noun 1. a container made of a 
substance such as paper or plastic, and used 
for carrying things O He put the apples in a 
paper bag. □ to let the cat out of the bag to 
tell a secret by accident ( informal) o Her 
husband let the cat out of the bag and it was 
all over the newspapers the following morn¬ 
ing. □ it’s in the bag the deal has been 
agreed 2. an amount that can be contained in 
a bag O a bag of potatoes O a small bag of 
flour □ bags of a large amount of ( informal) 
O Let him pay the bill if he wants to - he’s 
got bags of money. 3. same as handbag o 
My keys are in my bag. 4. a suitcase or large 
bag used when travelling O I always pack my 
bags at the last minute. □ to tell someone to 
pack their bags to tell someone to leave or 
to tell someone they have to leave their job 
( informal ) o When he got home, she told him 
to pack his bags. ■ verb 1 . to catch, kill or 
destroy O We bagged a brace of pheasants. O 
He bagged three enemy planes. 2. □ bags I 
go first let me go first, I claim the right to go 
first ( informal ) 

bagel /'beig(o)l/ noun a small hard bread 
roll, shaped like a ring 

baggage /'baegid 3 / noun cases and bags 
which you take with you when travelling. 
Synonym luggage 

baggage check /'ba 2 gid 3 tjek/ noun the 
examination of passengers’ bags to see if 
they contain bombs or other dangerous 
objects 

baggage handler /'bsegid^ .haendls/ 
noun a person who works at an airport taking 
passengers’ bags on or off planes 


baked potato 

baggy /'baegi/ adj {of clothes) appearing 
too big for the person who is wearing them 
(NOTE: baggier - baggiest) 
bagpipes /'basgpaips/ plural noun a musi¬ 
cal instrument used especially in Scotland, 
Ireland and Brittany, which is played by 
blowing air into a bag and then pumping it 
through pipes 

baguette /bse'get/ noun 1. a stick-shaped 
loaf of bread 2. a valuable stone such as a di¬ 
amond which is cut in a long narrow shape 
bail /bed/ noun money which an arrested 
person, or someone else, pays to a court as a 
promise that the person will return to court 
for their trial. If they do not return the court 
keeps the money. O She was released on bail 
of £5000. □ to jump bail not to appear in 
court after being allowed bail O The police 
are afraid he will jump bail. ■ verb to use 
something to remove water from a boat O 
We ’re filling up with water - start bailing! 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with bale.) 
bailiff /'beilif/ noun 1 . a court official who 
is responsible for making sure that court or¬ 
ders are obeyed O The court ordered the bai¬ 
liff to seize his property because he had not 
paid his debt. O We were having breakfast 
when the bailiffs arrived and seized our car. 
2. someone whose job is to manage a farm 
for the person who owns it O We are looking 
for a bailifffor one of our farms. 
bail out /,beil 'aut/ verb 1. to help some¬ 
one in difficulty O When he couldn’t pay his 
rent, he asked his father to bail him out. 2. to 
pay money to a court to have a prisoner set 
free O He phoned his lawyer to see if some¬ 
one could bail him out. 3. to remove water 
from a boat O I’ll try to plug the hole, if you 
start to bail out. 

bails /beilz/ plural noun two pieces of wood 
on top of the stumps in cricket 
bait /beit/ noun something used to attract 
fish or animals so that you can catch them O 
We must put down some more bait to try to 
get rid of the mice. Synonym lure □ to rise 
to the bait, to take the bait to allow yourself 
to get caught by an attractive offer ■ verb to 
attach bait to a hook O He baited his line with 
a worm. 

<D bake /beik/ verb to cook food in an oven 
O Mum’s baking a cake for my birthday. O 
Bake the pizza for 35 minutes. 

(D baked beans /.beikt 'biinz/ plural 
noun dried white beans cooked in tomato 
sauce O We had baked beans on toast for 
supper. O Can you go to the grocer’s and get 
me a tin of baked beans? 
baked potato /.beikt po'teitou/ noun a 
potato which you bake in the oven, often cut 
open when it is cooked and fdled with an¬ 
other food such as cheese or beans 
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<S> baker /'beiko/ noun a person whose job 
is to make bread and cakes 
baker’s dozen /,beikoz 'dAz(o)n/ noun 
thirteen 

bakery /'beikori/ noun a place where bread 
and cakes are made for selling to the public 
(NOTE: The plural is bakeries.) 
baking /'beikir)/ noun the action of cook¬ 
ing in an oven, especially bread and cakes O 
There was a wonderful smell of baking com- 
ing from the kitchen. ■ adj very hot O It’s 
baking (hot) in here - can you open the win¬ 
dow? Synonym sweltering. Antonym 
freezing 

baking powder /'beikig ,paudo/ noun 
powder which when added to a cake mix 
helps it to rise 

baking soda /'beikirj ,soudo/ noun so¬ 
dium bicarbonate, used in baking to make 
cakes rise 

(D balance /'baslons/ noun 1. the quality of 
staying steady O The cat needs a good sense 
of balance to walk along the top of a fence. □ 
to keep your balance not to fall over □ to 
lose your balance to fall down o As he was 
crossing the river on the tightrope he lost his 
balance and fell. 2. money left in an account 
O I have a balance of £25 in my bank ac¬ 
count. 3. money left to be paid O You can pay 
£100 down and the balance in three instal¬ 
ments. O The balance outstanding is now 
£5000. 4. a machine which weighs things □ 
the result is hanging in the balance you 
cannot tell which way the result will turn out 
■ verb 1. to stand without falling o The cat 
balanced on the top of the fence. 2. to make 
something stand without falling O The waiter 
balanced a pile of dirty plates on his arm. 3. 
□ to make accounts balance, to balance the 
accounts to make income and the amount 
spent equal in accounts 
balanced /'baelonst/ adj 1. not extreme, 
having equal quantities O a balanced diet 2. 
not in profit or loss O a balanced budget 3. 
sensible O to express a balanced opinion 
balance of payments /.baelons ov 
■peimonts/ noun the difference in value be¬ 
tween what a country buys from other coun¬ 
tries and what it sells to them 
balance of power /.baelsns ov 'pauo/ 
noun 1 . a situation where two powerful states 
are almost equal in power O The rise of the 
military government has threatened the bal¬ 
ance of power in the region. 2. □ to hold the 
balance of power to be in a situation where 
no large group has a majority and so hold 
power by being able to decide which group to 
support O Although the Liberal Democrats 
only have two seats on the council, they hold 
the balance of power because the other two 
parties have twenty seats each. 


ball-bearing 

balance sheet /'ballons Jiit/ noun a state¬ 
ment of a company’s financial position at the 
end of a period of time 
balancing act /'baelonsirj askt/ noun a 
skilful attempt to deal with opposing groups 
or opinions, or with a large variety of jobs 
balcony /'bcelkoni/ noun 1. a small flat 
area that sticks out from the upper level of a 
building O The flat has a balcony overlook¬ 
ing the harbour. O Breakfast is served on the 
balcony. 2. the upper rows of seats in a thea¬ 
tre or cinema O We booked seats at the front 
of the balcony. (NOTE: The plural is balco¬ 
nies.) 

bald /boild/ adj 1. having no hair on the 
head O His grandfather is quite bald. O He is 
beginning to go bald. Compare hairless 2. 
giving plain facts without any explanation O 
After the fire, the police issued a bald 
statement. 

balding /'boildig/ adj going bald 
baldly /'boildli/ adv done or said in a plain 
and simple way 

bald tyre /boild 'taio/ noun a tyre which 
has been worn smooth 

bale /beil/ noun a large block of a substance 
such as wool, paper or cotton O a bale of cot¬ 
ton O They used bales of straw to make walls 
alongside the racetrack. ■ verb □ to bale out 
to jump out of a plane with a parachute O As 
the plane exploded, the pilot managed to bale 
out. (NOTE: Do not confuse with bail.) 

® ball /boil/ noun 1. a round object used in 
playing games, for throwing, kicking or hit¬ 
ting O They played in the garden with an old 
tennis ball. O He kicked the ball into the 
goal. O He threw the ball and I caught it. □ 
to keep the ball rolling to keep everything 
moving, especially a conversation O John 
kept the ball rolling by telling a long story 
about his trip to Egypt. □ to start the ball 
rolling to start things going □ to be on the 
ball to have a lot of skill or knowledge of 
something O I’ll ask Mary to do it - she’s 
been here a long time and is really on the 
ball. □ won’t play ball won’t cooperate 2. 
any round object O a ball of wool O He crum¬ 
pled the paper up into a ball. 3. a formal 
dance O Cinderella lost her shoe at the ball. 
□ to have a ball to enjoy yourself very much 
(informal) O The children don’t want to go 
home - they ’re having a ball. 
ballad /'basbd/ noun a simple romantic 
song 

ballast /'ballast/ noun 1. material earned in 
a ship to give it extra weight, so that it will 
keep steady even if it is not carrying any 
goods 2. small stones that form a base for a 
railway track 

ball-bearing /boil 'beorir)/ noun 1. a 
small steel ball O I tried to mend my bicycle 
wheel and lost one of the ball-bearings. 2. a 


ball boy 

ring of small steel balls which allows a metal 
bar to turn easily O The ball-bearings in the 
bicycle wheel had to be replaced. 
ball boy /'boil boi/ noun a boy who picks 
up the balls during tennis games 
ballerina /.baslo'riino/ noun a woman bal¬ 
let dancer 

ballet /'baelei/ noun 1. a type of dance, 
given as a public entertainment, where danc¬ 
ers perform a story to music 2. a performance 
of this type of dance O We went to the ballet 
last night. 

ballet dancer /'bcelei .dainso/ noun a 
person who dances in ballet 
ball game /'boil geim/ noun 1. a game 
played with a ball O football, tennis and 
other ball games 2. US a game of baseball 3. 
the general way in which things are managed 
□ a whole new ball game a completely new 
situation O It’s opened up a whole new ball 
game. 

ball girl /'boil g3il/ noun a girl who picks 
up the balls during tennis games 
ballistic /bo'listik/ adj referring to 
ballistics 

ballistics /bo'listiks/ noun the study of 
things which are shot through the air, such as 
bullets (NOTE: takes a singular verb) 

(D balloon /bo'luin/ noun a large ball which 
is blown up with air or gas ■ verb to increase 
in size or amount 

ballot /'baslot/ noun a way of voting in 
which voters mark papers with a cross ■ verb 

1 . to get people to vote on something o The 
union is balloting its members on the strike. 

2. to vote by marking papers with a cross O 
They balloted for the place on the committee. 
ballot box /'ballot boks/ noun a box for 
putting voting papers into 

ballot paper /'ballot .peipo/ noi/r? a paper 
on which the voter marks a vote 
ballpark /'boilpaik/ noun US a place for 
playing baseball O The team’s gone to the 
ballpark. 

ballpark figure /'boilpaik ,figo/ noun a 
general figure which can be used as the basis 
for discussion 

ballpoint /'ballpoint/, ballpoint pen 

/.ballpoint 'pen/ noun a pen which has a 
small ball at the tip over which ink flows as 
you write O Don’t write in ballpoint, use a 
pencil. 

ballroom /'boilruim/ noun a large room 
for formal dances 

ballroom dancing /.boilruim 'dainsirj/ 
noun formal dancing 

ballyhoo /.baeli'hu:/ noun excited and en¬ 
ergetic publicity (informal). Synonym 

uproar 

balm /bairn/ noun a soothing ointment 
balmy /'baimi/ adj pleasantly mild 


bandage 

baloney /bo'louni/ noun US nonsense (in¬ 
formal). Synonym drivel 
balsa /'boilso/ noun a very light wood used 
for making models 

Baltic /'boiltik/ noun the sea south of Swe¬ 
den and Finland, and north of Poland O We 
spent the summer cruising along the Baltic 
coast. 

balustrade /.basis'streid/ noun a series of 
small pillars with a bar across the top, form¬ 
ing a wall around a balcony or formal garden 
bamboo /basm'bui/ noun a tall tropical 
plant whose stems are used as supports or in 
making furniture 

bamboo shoots /.baem'bui Juits/ plural 
noun young shoots of bamboo, eaten espe¬ 
cially in Chinese cooking 
(D ban /basn/ noun an order which forbids 
something O The government has introduced 
a ban on smoking in cinemas. Synonym pro¬ 
hibition ■ verb to forbid o She was banned 
from driving for three years. (NOTE: ban¬ 
ning - banned) 

banal /bo'nail/ adj quite ordinary and unin¬ 
teresting. Synonym commonplace 
banality /bo'naeliti/ noun being ordinary o 
The banality of that sitcom drives me mad. 
banana /bo'naino/ noun 1. a long yellow, 
slightly curved fruit which grows in hot 
countries O She was peeling a banana. O Can 
I have a banana milk shake? 2. □ to go ba¬ 
nanas to get very annoyed (informal) o 
When he saw what they had done to his car, 
he went bananas. 

banana republic /bo.naino ri'pAblik/ 
noun a corrupt Central American state 
(disapproving) 

banana split /bo,naino 'split/ noun a des¬ 
sert made of banana with ice cream, cream 
and chocolate sauce, usually served in a long 
dish 

(D band /baend/ noun 1 . a group of peo¬ 
ple O Bands of drunken football fans 
wandered around the streets. 2. a group 
of people who play music together o The 
soldiers marched down the street, following 
the band. O The dance band played all night. 

3. a range of things taken together O He’s in 
the £50 - 60,000 salary band. O We ’re look¬ 
ing for something in the £10 - £15 price 
band. ■ verb □ to band together to form a 
group O They banded together to form a 
pressure group. 

(D bandage /'b£endid 3 / noun a cloth for 
putting around a wound or an injured part of 
the body O The nurse put a bandage round 
his knee. O His head was covered in ban¬ 
dages. ■ verb to put a cloth around a wound 
or an injured part of the body O The nurse 
bandaged his knee. 
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BandAid 

<S> BandAid /'basndeid/ trademark US a 
small strip of cloth with gauze in the middle, 
which can be stuck to the skin to cover a 
wound O Let me put a BandAid on your 
finger. 

B & B abbr bed and breakfast 

bandit /'baendit/ noun a robber. Synonym 

outlaw 

bandwagon /'basndwaegan/ noun □ to 
jump on the bandwagon to do what every¬ 
one else is doing O Once the prince had 
praised the ecological movement, everyone 
wanted to jump on the bandwagon. 
bandwidth /'basndwidO/ noun 1 . a range 
of radio wavelengths 2. the amount of elec¬ 
tronic data that can be sent through an 
Internet connection or other communication 
channel 3. the time someone has available to 
finish jobs they have been given to do 
bandy /'baendi/ adj □ he has bandy legs 
when he stands with his feet together, his 
knees do not touch 

bandy about /.baendi o'baut/ verb to 
speak or write certain words. Synonym 

exchange 

bane /bein/ noun □ it’s the bane of my life 

it’s very annoying O The neighbour’s dog is 
the bane of our lives. 

@ bang /basr)/ noun a sudden noise like that 
made by a gun O The car started with a se¬ 
ries of loud bangs. O There was a bang and 
the tyre went flat. ■ verb to hit hard, so as to 
make a loud noise O He banged (on) the ta¬ 
ble with his hand. O Can ’t you stop the door 
banging? ■ adv, interj showing the some¬ 
thing makes a sudden noise ( informal ) o A 
firework suddenly went bang. □ bang in the 
middle right in the middle O Bang in the 
middle of her speech, someone’s mobile 
phone started to ring. 

banger /'baerp/ noun 1 . a type of firework 
which makes a bang O Keep the dog indoors 
on November 5th - she doesn’t like bangers. 
2. an old car O I’m surprised his old banger 
is still on the road. 3. a sausage □ bangers 
and mash fried sausages and mashed 
potatoes 

bangle /'basrjgol/ noun a metal bracelet 
worn round the wrist or ankle 
(D banish /'baemj/ verb 1. to send someone 
to live a long distance away (usually out of 
the country, or in a distant part of the coun¬ 
try) as a punishment O She was banished to a 
small island for ten years. O He was ban¬ 
ished to Siberia. Synonym exile 2. to send 
someone away from a particular place O She 
was banished from the front desk to a little 
office on the fifth floor. 3. to get rid of O The 
aim is to banish poverty by the year 2010. 
banishment /'basmjmant/ noun the act of 
banishing or state of being banished. Syn¬ 
onym expulsion (NOTE: no plural) 


bankrupt 

banisters /'baemstaz/ noun a handrail on 
top of a series of poles along the side of stairs 
banjo /'baend33u/ noun a stringed instru¬ 
ment with a round body and a long neck 
(NOTE: The plural is banjos.) 

(D bank /baeqk/ noun 1. a business which 
holds money for its clients, which lends 
money at interest and trades generally in 
money O I must go to the bank to get some 
money. O She took all her money out of the 
bank to buy a car. O How much money do 
you have in the bank? 2. land along the side 
of a river O He sat on the river bank all day, 
trying to catch fish. O There is a path along 
the bank of the canal. 3. a long heap of earth, 
sand, snow, etc. O The road was blocked by 
banks of snow blown by the wind. ■ verb 1 . 
to put money away into a bank O I banked 
the cheque as soon as it arrived. O Have you 
banked the money yet? 2. to pile up in a long 
mound O The snow was banked up along 
both sides of the road. 

(D bank account /'basrjk a.kaunt/ noun 
an arrangement which you make with a bank 
to keep your money safely, and in which you 
can deposit and withdraw money as you want 
□ to open a bank account to start keeping 
money in a bank O He opened a bank ac¬ 
count when he started his first job. □ to close 
a bank account to stop having an account 
with a bank 

bank balance /'baepk .baelsns/ noun the 
amount of money someone has in a bank 
account 

bank card /'basrjk ka:d/ noun a plastic card 
you use with a cheque to make a payment 
banker /'baeqka/ noun a person who has a 
senior post in a bank 

(D bank holiday /basrjk 'holidei/ noun a 
special day when most people do not go to 
work and the banks are closed 
(D banking /’baerjkir)/ noun 1. the profes¬ 
sion of working in a bank O He is planning a 
career in banking. 2. the work that banks do 
O Some supermarkets now offer banking 
services. 

bank manager /'basrjk ,masnid33/ noun 
the person in charge of a branch of a bank 
banknote /'basqknsut/ noun a piece of pa¬ 
per money (NOTE: The US term is bill.) 
bank on /'basrjk on/ verb to be sure that 
something will happen. Synonym count on 
bankroll /'baepkrsul/ verb to pay for a pro¬ 
ject (informal). Synonym finance 
(D bankrupt /'baeqkrApt/ adj not able to 
pay your debts O He has been declared bank¬ 
rupt. ■ noun a person who cannot pay his or 
her debts O A bankrupt cannot be a member 
ofparliament. 
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bankruptcy /'baegkrAptsi/ noun being 
bankrupt (NOTE: The plural is bankrupt¬ 
cies.) 

COMMENT: ‘Bankruptcy’ and ‘bankrupt’ are 
applied to people, and ‘insolvency’ and ‘in¬ 
solvent’ are usually applied to companies, 
bank statement /'baerjk .steitmont/ 
noun a written document from a bank show¬ 
ing the balance of an account 
banner /'baeno/ noun 1 . a long flag o They 
hung banners from the tops of buildings for 
the festival. 2. a large piece of cloth with a 
slogan on it O The demonstrators carried 
banners with the words ‘Power to the 
People ’. 

banner headline /.baeno 'hedlain/ noun 
a newspaper headline printed in very large 
letters 

banquet /'baerjkwit/ noun a formal dimier 
for important guests 

bantam /'baentom/ noun a small breed of 
chicken, most kinds being about half the size 
and weight of an ordinary chicken 
bantamweight /'baentomweit/ noun a 
weight of boxer between flyweight and 
featherweight 

banter /'baento/ noun talk with joking 
comments 

banyan /'baenjon/ noun a tropical tree with 
roots which come down from the branches 
bap /baep/ noun a soft flat white bread roll 
baptise /baep'taiz/, baptize verb 1. to re¬ 
ceive someone into the Christian religion in a 
ceremony involving sprinkling or covering 
with water 2. to give a baby a name when it is 
baptised. Synonym christen 
baptism /'baeptiz(o)m/ noun 1. a religious 
ceremony where someone, usually a baby, is 
welcomed into the Christian church and 
given a Christian name after being sprinkled 
with holy water O All the family came to¬ 
gether for the baptism. Synonym christen¬ 
ing 2. □ baptism of fire the first time 
someone has faced a difficult situation O 
Giving a speech to the sales conference was 
her baptism of fire as sales manager. 

(D bar /ba:/ noun 1. a long piece of some¬ 
thing hard O The yard was full of planks and 
metal bars. 2. a solid rectangular piece of 
material O Put a new bar of soap by the bath. 

O She was munching a bar of chocolate. 3. a 
long piece of wood or metal which closes a 
door or window □ behind bars in prison o 
He was put behind bars for several years. 4. 
the long metal or plastic key on a computer 
keyboard 5. a place in a hotel or pub where 
you can buy and drink alcohol O Let’s meet 
in the bar before dinner. O The reps met in 
the bar of the hotel. 6. a small shop where 
you can buy food 7. an obstacle, something 
which prevents something else happening O 


bare 

Not having the right qualifications could be a 
bar to your promotion. 8. the profession of a 
barrister □ to be called to the bar to become 
a barrister 9. a division within a piece of mu¬ 
sic O Let’s play the first few bars again. ■ 
prep except o All of the suppliers replied bar 
one. O All bar two of the players in the team 
are British. ■ verb 1. to block o The road 
was barred by the police. O The path is 
barred to cyclists. 2. □ to bar someone from 
doing something to prevent someone doing 
something O She was barred from entering 
the USA. 

barb /ba:b/ noun a small tooth on a 
fish-hook or arrow 

barbarian /bai'beorion/ noun a wild and 
uncivilised person 

barbaric /bai'baerik/ adj cruel and 
uncivilised 

barbarous /'baiboros/ adj very cruel 
( formal) 

<D barbecue /'baibikju:/ noun 1. a metal 
grill for cooking out of doors O Light the bar¬ 
becue at least half an hour before you start 
cooking. 2. a meal or party where food is 
cooked out of doors O We had a barbecue for 
twenty guests. O They were invited to a bar¬ 
becue. ■ verb to cook on a barbecue o Bar¬ 
becued spare ribs are on the menu. O She 
was barbecuing sausages for lunch when it 
started to rain. 

barbed /baibd/ adj 1 . with sharp hooks o It 
was impossible to remove the barbed hook 
from her hand without cutting into the flesh. 
2. (of a remark) sharply critical o He made 
some barbed comments about her singing. 

<D barbed wire /baibd 'waio/ noun a type 
of wire with sharp spikes, used to make 
fences 

barbell /'baibel/ noun a long metal bar 
with a weight at each end which is used in 
weightlifting 

barber /'baibo/ noun a person who cuts 
men’s hair 

barbiturate /ba:'bitJ’urot/ noun a drug 
which sends you to sleep 
bar chart /'ba: tjait/ noun a diagram 
where quantities are shown as thick columns 
of different heights. Also called bar graph 
bar code /'ba: koud/ noun printed lines 
which can be read by a computer 
bard /ba:d/ noun a poet ( literary or humor¬ 
ous) □ the Bard (of Avon) a literary name 
for William Shakespeare 
(D bare /beo/ adj 1. with no clothes on o He 
walked on the beach in his bare feet. 2. with 
no leaves on, no covering, or with no furnish¬ 
ings in O In winter, the branches are all bare. 
O They slept on the bare floorboards. O They 
saw the bare bones of dead animals in the 
desert. 3. □ a bare living just enough to live 


bareback 
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on O He makes a bare living selling T-shirts 
to tourists. □ bare minimum the smallest 
amount needed O The flat is furnished with 
the bare minimum of furniture. ■ verb to 
make part of the body bare by removing 
clothes O Men should bare their heads on en¬ 
tering the church. Synonym expose (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with bear.) 
bareback /'beobask/ adj, adv without a 
saddle 

barefaced lie /.beo'feist/ noun a crude or 
cynical lie 

barefoot /'beofut/ adj, adv without shoes 
O The children were barefoot. O She walked 
barefoot in the grass. 

bareheaded /beo'hedid/ adj, adv not 
wearing a hat 

barelegged /beo'legd/ adj, adv not wear¬ 
ing clothes on your legs 
(D barely /'beoli/ adv scarcely, almost not 
enough O She barely had enough money to 
pay for her ticket. O He barely had time to 
get dressed before the police arrived. O The 
noise in the iron foundry is barely tolerable. 
Synonym hardly 

(D bargain /'baigin/ noun 1 . an agreed deal 
□ to strike a bargain to agree terms O We 
shook hands and the bargain was struck. □ 
he drives a hard bargain he is a tough nego¬ 
tiator 2. □ into the bargain as well as other 
things O The plane was late and they lost my 
suitcase into the bargain. 3. something 
bought more cheaply than usual O The car 
was a real bargain at £500. ■ verb 1 . to ne¬ 
gotiate terms O After bargaining with the 
doorman, we managed to get into the club. 2. 
to haggle, to discuss a price O If you bargain 
with the man in the antique shop, you’ll 
probably get something knocked off the price. 
3. □ to bargain for something to expect 
something to happen O I hadn ’t bargained 
for him being away and leaving me to do all 
the work. □ I got more than I bargained for 
the situation had unpleasant results which I 
did not expect 

bargain basement /,ba:gin 'beismont/ 
noun a department, sometimes in the base¬ 
ment of a shop, where you can buy things at 
cheap prices 

bargain counter /'baigin .kaunto/ noun 
a counter in a shop where things are sold 
particularly cheaply 

bargain hunting /'baigin .hAntirj/ noun 
the activity of looking for bargains in a shop 
bargaining /'baiginirj/ noun the discuss¬ 
ing of prices or terms 

bargain offer /.baigin 'Dfo/ noun goods 
which are put on sale at a reduced price 
barge /ba:d 3 / noun a cargo boat on a river 
or canal O We watched the barges go past 
along the Rhine. 


barge in /,ba:d 3 'in/ verb to arrive or inter¬ 
vene in an unwelcome way. Synonym rush 
barge pole /'ba:d 3 poul/ noun □ I 
wouldn’t touch it with a barge pole I would 
advise you not to get involved in that (infor¬ 
mal) 

bar graph /'ba: graif/ noun same as bar 

chart 

barista /bo'nsto/ noun someone who 
makes coffee in a coffee bar 
baritone /'bseritoun/ noun a singer with a 
voice which is higher than a bass and lower 
than a tenor O The baritone sang a duet with 
the soprano. ■ adj higher than a bass and 
lower than a tenor O He has a rich baritone 
voice. 

barium /'beoriom/ noun a chemical ele¬ 
ment which is a white metal 
bark /baik/ noun 1 . the hard outer layer of a 
tree O the rough bark of a pine tree O The 
bark of silver birch trees comes off in strips. 
2. the call of a dog O The dog gave a bark of 
greeting as we came into the house. □ his 
bark is worse than his bite he is not as 
frightening as he seems O Don't be afraid of 
Aunt Bessie - her bark is much worse than 
her bite. ■ verb 1 . to scrape your skin o He 
barked his shin climbing over the wall. 2. to 
make a call like a dog O The dog barks every 
time he hears the postman. □ to bark up the 
wrong tree to be mistaken o They don’t 
know what the problem is - they 're barking 
up the wrong tree. 

barley /'baili/ noun a common cereal crop 
grown in temperate areas 
barmaid /'baimeid/ noun a woman who 
serves drinks in a bar (dated) 
barman /'baimon/ noun a man who serves 
drinks in a bar (NOTE: The plural is bar¬ 
men.) 

bar mitzvah /ba: 'mitsvo/ noun a cere¬ 
mony where a Jewish boy is made a full 
member of his community at the age of 13 
barmy /'baimi/ adj mad (informal). Syn¬ 
onym irrational. Antonym rational (NOTE: 
barmy - barmier - barmiest) 
barn /bain/ noun a large farm building used 
for storing produce, and also used in the USA 
for keeping animals 

barnacle /'ba:nok(3)l/ noun a small shell¬ 
fish which clings to things in the sea such as 
the bottoms of ships and wooden posts 
barnstorming /'bainstoimir)/ adj full of 
wild political oratory 

barnyard /'bainjaid/ noun the space 
round bams and other farm buildings. Syn¬ 
onym farmyard 

barometer /bo 1 remit o/ noun an instru¬ 
ment which measures changes in atmo¬ 
spheric pressure and can be used to forecast 
the weather 


barometric pressure 

barometric pressure /.baerometrik 
'prejo/ noun atmospheric pressure shown by 
a barometer 

baron /'basron/ noun 1. a nobleman, of a 
low rank in the UK 2. the title given to a life 
peer in the UK 3. a powerful person (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with barren.) 

COMMENT: Life peers and peeresses are 
barons and baronesses; barons are ad¬ 
dressed as ‘Lord’ followed by their family 
name, and baronesses as ‘Lady’. In some 
European countries, the word is used as a 
form of address: so, Baron Smith is ad¬ 
dressed as ‘Lord Smith’, but Baron Schmidt 
is addressed as ‘Baron’. 

baroness /'basronos/ noun 1. the wife of a 
baron 2. the title given to a female life peer 
baronet /'basronot/ noun a a member of 
one of the lowest ranks of the aristocracy, of 
lower status than a baron 
COMMENT: Baronets are addressed as ‘Sir’, 
followed by their Christian name and family 
name; their wives are addressed as ‘Lady’ 
followed by the family name (hence Sir John 
Smith’s wife is addressed as ‘Lady Smith’). 
The title passes to the heir but does not au¬ 
tomatically qualify the holder for a seat in the 
House of Lords; baronets can be Members 
of Parliament. 

baroque /bo'rDk/ adj highly decorated Eu¬ 
ropean artistic, architectural and musical 
style of the late 17th and 18th centuries 
barracks /'baeroks/ noun 1. a building 
where soldiers are housed O The soldiers 
marched into their barracks. 2. a big cold 
building O The school was housed in a bar¬ 
racks of a building. (NOTE: Barracks takes 
a singular or a plural verb.) 
barrage /'baera^/ noun 1. heavy gunfire, 
mass of things thrown O The enemy started 
an artillery barrage. O The police were met 
by a barrage of stones and bottles. O He 
faced a barrage of questions from reporters 
when he arrived at the airport. 2. a dam 
made of a wall of soil or stones which blocks 
a river O They built a barrage to help control 
the water level in the river. 

(D barrel /'baerol/ noun 1. a round wooden 
container for liquid O a barrel of beer O We 
sell wine by the barrel. □ he’s got me over a 
barrel he has put me in very awkward situa¬ 
tion 2. an amount contained in a barrel O The 
price of oil has reached $30 a barrel. O The 
oil well produces thousands of barrels of oil 
per day. 3. the firing tube of a gun O You 
need to clean the barrel of your rifle very 
carefully. 

barren /'baeron/ adj 1. {of land) which is 
not fertile and camiot grow crops O Barren 
land stretches for miles around the reactor 
site. 2. which cannot bear young O a barren 


base 

cow 3. which does not produce fruit O One 
pear tree on its own will be barren - you 
need two trees to produce fruit. (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with baron.) 
barricade /.baen'keid/ noun a pile of 
something such as stones or burnt cars which 
is used to block a street O Protesters built 
barricades across several of the main streets. 
Synonym blockade ■ verb to build a barri¬ 
cade O Protesters barricaded the streets. □ 
to barricade yourself inside to block a door 
with furniture, etc., so that no one else can 
get inside O He barricaded himself inside the 
flat. 

® barrier /'baeria/ noun 1. a bar which 
blocks a passage O He lifted the barrier and 
we drove across the border. 2. something 
which stops something from progressing or 
happening, such as the spread of a disease or 
the import of goods 

barrier reef /,baeri3 'ri:f/ noun a coral reef 
enclosing a lagoon 

barring /'bairir)/ prep unless something is 
the case 

barrister /'baeristo/ noun a lawyer who 
can present cases in court. } bar. Also called 

counsel (NOTE: The word barrister is not 
used in the USA.) 

COMMENT: Barristers are members of one 
of the Inns of Court. They are instructed by 
solicitors, and never by the client whom they 
are representing. Important barristers are 
nominated to become QCs. 
barrow /'baerou/ noun 1. a wheeled hand¬ 
cart for selling fruit and vegetables 2. a 
mound of earth over the tomb of a prehistoric 
leader O Archaeologists are excavating an 
old barrow. 

bartender /'baitendo/ noun a person who 
serves behind a bar 

barter /'baito/ noun a system where goods 
are exchanged for other goods and not sold 
for money O The company has agreed a bar¬ 
ter deal with Bulgaria. ■ verb □ to barter 
something for something to exchange goods 
for other goods, and not buy them for money 
O They agreed a deal to barter tractors for 
barrels of wine. 

basalt /'baesoilt/ noun a black rock pro¬ 
duced by volcanoes 

(D base /beis/ noun 1. the bottom part o 
The table lamp has a flat base. 2. a place 
where you work from O He lives in London 
but uses Paris as his base when travelling in 
France. 3. one of the marked spots in base¬ 
ball where a player is safe O Players have to 
run from base to base. □ to touch base with 
someone to get in touch with someone again 
(informal ) o Fm calling because I wanted to 
touch base with you. ■ verb to use as a base 
O The company is based in Paris, it is not 
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London-based as you might expect. O The 
theory is based on research done in Russia. O 
He based his article on work done at Har¬ 
vard University. 

<D baseball /'beisboil/ noun 1. an 
American game for two teams of nine 
players, in which a player hits a ball with 
a bat and players from the other team try 
to catch it O We went to the baseball game 
last Saturday. 2. the hard ball used in playing 
baseball O We lost yet another baseball in the 
river. 

baseball cap /'beisboil kaep/ noun a soft 
cotton cap with a large peak 
baseline /'beislain/ noun the line at the 
back of a tennis court, etc. 
basement /'beismont/ noun a floor in a 
building below ground level. Synonym cel¬ 
lar. Antonym attic 

base rate /'beis reit/ noun a basic rate of 
interest set by a central bank on which other 
banks calculate the actual rate of interest on 
money they lend (NOTE: The US term is 

prime rate.) 

bash /baeJV noun 1. a knock o I see your 
car has had a bash. 2. □ have a bash 
try to do something ( informal ) o Waterskiing 
looks fun — do you think I could have a 
bash at it? 3. a party O Are you going to 
Jane’s bash tomorrow? (NOTE: The plural is 
bashes.) ■ verb to hit hard o He bashed her 
over the head with a stick. O When she fell 
down she bashed her head on the chair. O 
She was bashing stakes into the ground with 
a mallet. 

bashful /'basJf(o)l/ adj shy and embar¬ 
rassed. Synonym shy 

<D basic /'beisik/ adj very simple, or at the 
first level O Being able to swim is a basic re¬ 
quirement if you are going canoeing. O 
Knowledge of basic Spanish will be enough 
for the job. 

G) basically /'beisikli/ adv at the simplest 
level ( used when stating the simplest fact) o 
Basically, he’s fed up with his job. 
basic pay /.beisik 'pei/ noun a normal 
salary without extra payments 
basics /'beisiks/ plural noun basic facts. 
Synonym fundamentals □ to get back to 
basics to concentrate on the main points 
again O All these new theories are very inter¬ 
esting, but we need to get back to basics 
again. 

basil /'basz(o)l/ noun a herb with strongly 
scented leaves which is used especially in 
Italian cooking 

basilica /bo'ziliko/ noun 1 . an early form 
of Christian church, built as a long rectangle 
2. an important Catholic church O St Peter’s 
Basilica is the most important church in 
Rome. 


basin /'beis(o)n/ noun a large bowl □ wash 
basin a large bowl in the bathroom, used for 
washing your hands and face 
(D basis /'beisis/ noun 1. the general facts 
on which something is based O What is the 
basis for these proposals? □ on the basis of 
based on O The calculations are done on the 
basis of an exchange rate of 1.6 dollars to the 
pound. 2. the general terms of an agreement 
O She is working for us on a freelance basis. 
O Many of the helpers at the hospice work on 
a voluntary basis. (NOTE: The plural is 
bases /'beisiiz/.) 

bask /baisk/ verb to lie happily in warm 
sunshine or in a pleasant atmosphere 
d> basket /'baiskit/ noun a container made 
of thin pieces of wood, wire or grass woven 
together 

® basketball /'baiskitboil/ noun 1. a 
game played by two teams of five players 
who try to throw the ball through an open net 
hung high up at each end of the playing area 
2. the ball used when playing basketball 
bass 1 /beis/ adj referring to a low-pitched 
voice or music O He has a pleasant bass 
voice. Synonym deep ■ noun 1. a singer 
with a deep voice O the famous Russian bass 
2. same as double bass 
bass 2 /bees/ noun a type of edible freshwa¬ 
ter fish 

bass clef /beis 'kief/ noun a sign showing 
that the notes are in a low range 
bass guitar /,beis gi'ta:/ noun a guitar 
which plays a lower range of notes 
bassoon /bo'suin/ noun a long wooden 
wind instrument, with a low tone 
<D bastard /'bcustod/ noun 1 . a person 
whose parents are not married O Technically 
speaking, many children are born bastards 
nowadays. 2. a nasty person or nasty thing 
(generally offensive) o The bastard walked 
out of the restaurant without paying. O The 
written driving test is a real bastard. ■ adj 
with parents who are not married O the 
bastard son of the last duke 
bastion /'basstion/ noun 1 . a part of a cas¬ 
tle wall which sticks out from the face of the 
wall O The gate was protected by bastions at 
each corner. 2. a place which protects some 
particular way of living □ the country is a 
bastion of democracy the country is firmly 
democratic O Rome is famous as the bastion 
of Catholicism. 

<D bat /bast/ noun 1. a piece of wood used 
for hitting a ball O a baseball bat O a cricket 
bat □ he did it off his own bat he decided to 
do it himself, without asking anyone (infor¬ 
mal) 2. a little animal, similar to a mouse, 
which can fly O Bats hang upside down. ■ 
verb 1 . to be one of the two batsmen or to be 
the team which is batting in a cricket match O 
England batted all day. O Vaughan is bat- 
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ting. 2. to be the batter in a baseball match O 
I watched him batting on TV this afternoon. 

3. □ never batted an eyelid showed no sur¬ 
prise at all 

batch /baetj/ noun a number of things made 
at one time 

bated /'beitid/ adj □ with bated breath in 

anxious or excited anticipation O She waited 
with bated breath to see if she had passed the 
exam. 

© bath /ba:0/ noun 1. a large container in 
which you can sit and wash your whole body 
O There’s a wash basin and a bath in the 
bathroom. (NOTE: The US term is bathtub 
or tub.) 2. the process of washing your whole 
body O My father has a cold bath every 
morning. □ to throw the baby out with the 
bath water to get rid of something good and 
useful at the same time as you are getting rid 
of something useless ( informal) 3. □ swim¬ 
ming baths a large building with a swim¬ 
ming pool ■ verb to wash all over o She’s 
bathing the baby. Synonym wash (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with bathe. Note also baths 
/ba:0s/ - bathing /'ba:0ir)/ - bathed 
/ba:0t/.) 

bathe /beid/ verb 1. to go into water o 
Thousands of pilgrims come to bathe in 
the Ganges. 2. to wash a wound carefully 
O The nurse bathed his wound before apply¬ 
ing a dressing. 3. US to have a bath O I 
just have enough time to bathe before my 
dinner guests arrive. ■ noun the act of 
swimming in a pool, a river, or the sea 
(dated) O We all went for an early-morning 
bathe before breakfast. (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with bath. Note also bathes /beidz/ - 
bathing /'beidip/- bathed /beidd/.) 
bather /'beido/ noun a person who is 
swimming. Synonym swimmer 
bathing /'beidir)/ noun swimming or going 
into the sea, a river or a lake 
bathing costume /'beidir) .kostjuim/, 
bathing suit /'beidir) suit/ noun a piece of 
clothing worn when swimming (dated) 
bathrobe /'baiOroub/ noun a loose coat of 
towelling, worn when you get out of a bath O 
She came out of the bathroom dressed in a 
pink bathrobe. 

© bathroom /'ba:0ruim/ noun 1. a room 
in a house with a bath, a wash basin and usu¬ 
ally a toilet O The house has two bathrooms. 
2. a toilet (said instead of) o Where’s the 
bathroom? O Can I use your bathroom, 
please? 

bath salts /'ba:0 soilts/ plural noun 
scented crystals to put in a bath 
bathtowel /'ba:0tau3l/ noun a very large 
towel 

bathtub /'ba:0tAb/ noun US the container 
in which you sit and wash your body (NOTE: 
The British term is bath.) 


baton /'bast on/ noun 1. a large stick used to 
hit with O The crowd was stopped by a row 
of policemen carrying batons. 2. a thin white 
stick used to conduct an orchestra 3. a stick 
which is passed from runner to runner in a re¬ 
lay race <C> to pass the baton 1. to hand the 
stick on to the next runner O As he passed the 
baton the other runner dropped it. 2. to pass 
control of something to your successor 
baton charge /'baeton tja:d 3 / noun a 
charge by police using batons against a mob 
batsman /'bastsmon/ noun the player who 
is batting in a cricket match (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is batsmen.) 

battalion /bo'tceljon/ noun a section of the 
army, usually commanded by a lieutenant- 
colonel 

batten /'baet(o)n/ noun a thin strip of wood 
O Nail some battens onto the wall, and hang 
the pictures on them. ■ verb O to batten 
down the hatches 1. to close down the 
hatch covers on a ship before a storm 2. to 
prepare yourself for a difficult situation 
batter /'baeto/ noun 1. a liquid mixture of 
flour, milk and usually eggs O fish coated in 
batter and fried 2. (in baseball) the player 
who has the bat and hits the ball ■ verb to hit 
often O He was accused of battering the baby 
to death. 

battered /'bastod/ adj 1. ill-treated by be¬ 
ing often hit O battered babies O battered 
wives 2. old and in a bad condition O a bat¬ 
tered old car. Synonym beat-up. Antonym 
pristine 3. covered with batter and cooked o 
battered prawns 

battering ram /'bastorir) raem/ noun a 
long beam used to break down gates 
© battery /'b 2 et(o)ri/ noun 1. a device for 
storing electric energy O My calculator needs 
a new battery. O The battery has given out so 
I can’t use my radio. O My mobile phone has 
a rechargeable battery. 2. a group of artillery 
guns O They set two mortar batteries on the 
hills above the town. 3. a series of small 
cages in which thousands of chickens are 
kept (NOTE: [all senses] The plural is batter¬ 
ies.) 

battery hen /'baet(9)ri hen/, battery 
chicken /.baet^ri 'tjikin/ noun a chicken 
which spends its life confined in a small cage 
© battle /'baet(3)l/ noun 1. an important 
fight between armed forces O Many of the 
soldiers died in battle. O Napoleon was 
beaten at the Battle of Waterloo. 2. a fight 
against something O the government’s con¬ 
stant battle against inflation O He lost his 
battle against cancer. ■ verb □ to battle 
against to fight against O She had to battle 
against the other members of the board. O 
His last years were spent battling against 
cancer. 


battleaxe 


57 


bead 


battleaxe /'baet(3)l,aeks/ noun a large dif¬ 
ficult woman ( dated offensive) 
battlefield /'b$t(3)lfi:ld/, battleground 

/'baet(3)lgraund/ noun a site of a battle 
battlements /'baet(o)lm3nts/ plural noun 
the top part of a castle wall, with places 
where soldiers could shoot at attackers O Sol¬ 
diers were firing from the battlements. Syn¬ 
onym ramparts 

battleship /'baet(3)ljip/ noun the largest 
type of warship, with big guns 
batty /'baeti/ adj eccentric ( informal ) (NOTE: 
batty - battier - battiest) 
baulk /bo:k/ verb □ to baulk at something 
to refuse to do something which is dangerous 
or unpleasant O He did all sorts of work in 
the office, but baulked at having to clean the 
toilets. O She baulked at the cost of the air 
fare to New Zealand. 

bauxite /'boiksait/ noun a mineral from 
which aluminium is produced 
bawl /boil/ verb to shout loudly 
bawl out /,bo:l 'aut/ verb (informal ) □ to 
bawl someone out US to criticise someone 
sharply O She bawled him out for having left 
the house in a mess. 

d) bay /bei/ noun 1. a large inwards curve in 
a coast O the Bay of Biscay 2. □ to keep 
someone at bay to stop someone attacking or 
doing something unpleasant O He tried to 
keep the bank manager at bay by promising 
to repay the loan in ten days ’ time. 3. a shrub 
with leaves used in cooking 4. a light brown 
horse 

bay leaf /'bei li:f/ noun an aromatic leaf of 
a bay tree which is used in cooking (NOTE: 
The plural isbay leaves.) 
bayonet /'beiomt/ noun a sharp blade fit¬ 
ted at the end of a rifle O The soldiers were 
ordered to fix bayonets. 
bayonet fitting /.beionit 'fitirj/ noun a 
light bulb fitting with two pins, which you 
push into a socket and turn, as opposed to a 
screw fitting 

bay window /bei 'windou/ noun a win¬ 
dow which sticks out from a flat wall 
bazaar /bo'za:/ noun a market in South 
Asia, the Middle East or North Africa O We 
visited the busy bazaar to try to buy spices. 
BBC abbr British Broadcasting Corporation 
O We were listening to the BBC news or to 
the news on the BBC. O The BBC broadcasts 
to many countries in the world. O A BBC re¬ 
porter wanted to interview her. 

BBQ abbr barbecue 

BC abbr before Christ ( used in dates) o Jul¬ 
ius Caesar died in 44 BC. (NOTE: For dates 
after the birth of Christ, use AD.) 

(D be verb /bi, bi:/1. describing a person or 
thing O Our house is older than yours. O She 
is bigger than her brother. O Lemons are yel¬ 


low. O The soup is hot. O Put on your coat - 
it is cold outside. O I’m cold after standing 
waiting for the bus. O Are you tired after 
your long walk? 2. showing age or time O 
He’s twenty years old. O She will be two next 
month. O It is nearly ten o ’clock. O It is time 
to get up. O September is the beginning 
of autumn. 3. showing price O Onions are 
80p a kilo. O The cakes are 50p each. O My 
car was worth £10,000 when it was new. 
4. showing a job O His father is a bus driver. 
O She wants to be a teacher. 5. showing size, 
weight, height, etc. O He’s 1.70m tall. O The 
room is three metres square. O Our house is 
ten miles from the nearest station. 6. to add 
up to O Two and two are four. 7. showing 
that something exists O There was a crowd of 
people waiting for the shop to open. O 
There were only two people left on the 
bus. O Where are we? O There’s your hat! 8. 
meaning to go or visit O The police have 
been into every room. O We have been to see 
the film three times. O Have you ever been to 
Spain? 9. forming a verb in a continuous 
tense O Don’t make a noise when he’s 
watching the football on TV. O I’m waiting 
for the bank to open. O We are hoping to go 
on holiday in June. 10. making part of a 
verb, or making a future tense o He was 
singing in the bath. O We were walking to¬ 
wards the post office when we met her. 

11 . forming a passive O He was killed by a 
train. O The children were sent home by 
the teacher. (NOTE: I am; you are; he/she/it 
is; we/you/they are/ a:/; being; l/he/she/it 
was/ woz/; we/you/they were/ W3i/; has 
been; negative: is not usually isn’t 
/'izn(o)t/; are not usually aren’t /cunt/; was 
not usually wasn’t /'wDz(o)nt/; were not 
usually weren’t /w3int/.) 

(D beach /biitjv noun an area of sand or 
pebbles by the edge of the sea o Let’s go to 
the beach this afternoon. O Many of the 
beaches were covered with oil from the 
tanker. O We walked along the beach and 
looked for shells. Synonym seashore ■ 
verb to bring something onto a beach o They 
beached the boat near the harbour. O At high 
tide we will try to return the beached whale 
to the sea. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
beech.) 

beachhead /'biit/hed/ noun a small area 
occupied by troops at the beginning of an in¬ 
vasion from the sea 

beacon /'biikon/ noun a light which warns, 
especially ships or aircraft 
bead /bird/ noun 1 . a little piece of wood, 
plastic or glass, with a hole in it, which is 
used to make a necklace or other decoration 
O She was wearing a string of red beads. O 
Beads are back in fashion again. 2. a small 
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drop of liquid O Beads of sweat formed on 
his brow. 

beady /'biidi/ adj 1. small and round like 
beads O Her eyes were bright and beady. 2. 
(of eyes) watchful and suspicious O The su¬ 
pervisor kept a beady eye on them all, watch¬ 
ing for any mistakes. 

beagle /'bi:g(o)l/ noun a breed of dog used 
for hunting 

(D beak /bilk/ noun the hard part of a bird’s 
mouth. Synonym bill 

beaker /'biiko/ noun 1. a drinking cup with 
or without a handle, sometimes with a lid and 
spout if intended for very small children O 
We ’ll use these glasses and the children can 
have the plastic beakers. O She’s just started 
to drink from a beaker. 2. a glass jar used in 
chemical experiments O You need a beaker 
and a Bunsen burner for this experiment. 
beam /bi:m/ noun 1. a long block of wood 
or metal which supports a structure, espe¬ 
cially a roof O You can see the old beams in 
the ceiling. 2. a ray of light O Beams of sun¬ 
light came through the stained glass win¬ 
dows. O The beam from the car’s headlights 
shone into the barn. 3. the width of a ship □ 
broad in the beam rather fat ( informal) u 
verb to give a wide smile O The little girl 
beamed at him. 

® bean /bi:n/ noun a long thin green vege¬ 
table, of which you eat the pod or seeds o We 
had veal with French beans or green beans. 
□ full of beans full of energy ( informal) o 
She’s full of beans today. □ I haven’t got a 
bean I have no money at all ( informal ) 
bean bag /'bi:n basg/ noun 1. a large bag 
full of small soft plastic balls, used as a chair 
2. a little bag with beans inside, used to 
throw, or to form the body of a toy O She was 
playing with her bean bag frog. 
bean curd /'bi:n k3id/ noun a soft white 
paste made from soya beans. Also called 
tofu 

bean sprouts /'bi:n sprauts/ plural noun 
a small sprouts of various types of beans, 
used as food 

3) bear /beo/ noun 1. a large wild animal 
covered with fur O They say that bears like 
honey. O There are bears near the campsite 
in the mountains. □ like a bear with a sore 
head in a very bad temper ( informal ) O 
What’s the matter with him, he’s like a bear 
with a sore head this morning. 2. a person 
who believes that share prices will fall. Com¬ 
pare bull ■ verb 1. to cany or produce some¬ 
thing O This apple tree has borne fruit every 
year for the last twenty years. O The letter 
bore a London postmark. O a bond which 
bears interest at 5% 2. to accept something 
bad or unpleasant in a calm way O She bore 
the bad news bravely. □ cannot bear some¬ 
one or something to strongly dislike some¬ 


one or something O I can’t bear the smell of 
cooking fish. 3. to turn slightly O Bear right 
at the crossroads. 4. to support O Will this 
branch bear my weight? 5. to aim O The en¬ 
emy brought their guns to bear on our ship. 
(NOTE: bearing - bore /bo:/ - has borne 
/bo:n/) 

bearable /'be3r3b(o)l/ adj which you can 
accept even though it is unpleasant. Synonym 
manageable. Antonym unbearable 

(D beard /biod/ noun 1 . the hair growing on 
a man’s chin O Father Christmas has a long 
white beard. 2. whiskers on a mussel or other 
shellfish 

bearded /'biodid/ adj with a beard. Ant¬ 
onym clean-shaven 

bearer /'beoro/ noun 1 . a person who car¬ 
ries something O He said he was the bearer 
of bad news. O Flag bearers walked in front 
of the groups of soldiers. 2. a person who 
owns a legal document such as a cheque O 
This card entitles the bearer to a discount. □ 
the cheque is payable to bearer the cheque 
can be paid only to the person who holds it, 
not to any other named person 
(D bearing /'beoriq/ noun 1 . one of a set of 
little balls inside which an axle turns O The 
bearings in the bicycle wheel had to be re¬ 
placed. 2. a calculation to show where you 
are O You need a compass to take a bearing. 
□ to get your bearings to find out where you 
are O Give me a few moments to get my bear¬ 
ings. □ to lose your bearings to get lost o 
Fm sorry Fm late, but I didn't have a map 
and lost my bearings. 3. □ bearing on some¬ 
thing connection to something O The letter 
had no bearing on the result of the trial. 4. 
the way a person carries his or her body 
bear market /'beo ,ma:kit/ noun a period 
when prices on the stock market fall as share¬ 
holders sell shares, because they think share 
prices will fall further. Compare bull market 
bear out /.bear 'aut/ verb to confirm. Ant¬ 
onym contradict 

bear up /.bear '\p/ verb to survive 
cheerfully 

bear with /'beo WI6/ verb to wait patiently 
for someone to do something 
(D beast /biist/ noun 1. a wild animal 2. a 
nasty person O The beast! He left nothing for 
anyone else. 

beastly /'biistli/ adj nasty ( dated informal) 
Synonym horrid. Antonym lovely 
beast of burden /,bi:st ov 'bsidCojn/ 
noun an animal which carries heavy loads 
(literary) 

(D beat /bi:t/ noun 1 . a regular sound O The 
patient’s heart has a regular beat. } heart¬ 
beat 2. a regular sound of a piece of music O 
They danced to the beat of the steel band. 3. 
an area patrolled by a police officer on foot O 
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Here policemen on the beat have to go 
around in pairs. ■ verb 1. to make a regular 
sound O His heart was still beating when the 
ambulance arrived. O Her heart beat faster 
as she went into the interview. 2. to hit hard 
O He was beaten by a gang of youths. O She 
hung the carpet on the line and beat it with a 
stick to remove the dust. □ the burglars beat 
a hasty retreat the burglars went away very 
quickly □ don’t beat about the bush get to 
the point quickly 3. to do better than some¬ 
one else or than another team in a game O 
They beat their rivals into second place. O 
Our football team beat France 2-0. O They 
beat us by 10 goals to 2. O We beat the Aus¬ 
tralians at cricket last year. 4. to stir eggs or 
another food vigorously O Beat the yolks of 
three eggs with a little cream. 5. □ beat it! go 
away! ( informal) (NOTE: beating - beat - 
has beaten) 

beat down /,biit 'daun/ verb 1. to make 
someone reduce a price O I beat down his 
price or I beat him down. 2. to fall hard on O 
The sun was beating down so we looked for 
some shade. O The rain beat down on the 
marchers. 

(3) beaten /'biit(o)n/ adj 1. defeated o The 
beaten team was very disappointed. 2. □ off 
the beaten track away from main roads O 
Luckily, our village is off the beaten track 
and so is very quiet. 

(D beating /'biitir)/ noun the act of hitting 
or defeating 

<D beat up /,bi:t '\pl verb 1. to whip cream, 
eggs or another food o Beat up the mixture in 
a big bowl. 2. to attack someone O Three 
muggers beat him up and stole his wallet. 
beat-up /'biit AP/ adj wrecked and useless 
(informal). Synonym battered. Antonym 
pristine 

Beaujolais /'bou39lei/ noun a light French 
red wine from Burgundy 
beautician /bjui'tiJ(o)n/ noun a person 
who works in a beauty parlour 
<D beautiful /'bjuitif(o)l/ adj very nice, es¬ 
pecially to look at O the beautiful colours of 
the autumn leaves O Mr Smith and his three 
beautiful daughters O They have a beautiful 
house in the country. O What beautiful 
weather! 

beautifully /'bjuitif(o)li/ adv in a very 
pleasing way 

beautify /'bjuitifai/ verb to make someone 
or something beautiful 

(D beauty /'bjuiti/ noun 1. the quality of 
being beautiful O Her beauty was legendary. 
O the beauty of the maples against the back¬ 
ground of the blue lake 2. a beautiful woman; 
a beautiful thing O At 18 she was a real 
beauty. O His motorbike is a beauty -1 must 
buy one like it. O Look at these apples, 
they ’re real beauties. 


beauty contest /'bjuiti .kontest/ noun a 
competition to see which person is most 
beautiful 

beauty parlour /'bjuiti ,paib/, beauty 
salon /'bjuiti 'sa^km/, beauty shop 
/'bjuiti 'Jop/ noun a place which offers 
treatments for hair, nails, skin, etc., to help 
women look more beautiful 
beauty spot /'bjuiti spot/ noun 1 . a fa¬ 
mous beautiful place 2. a dark spot, usually 
on your face 

beaver /'biivo/ noun an American animal 
with soft brown fur, sharp teeth and a broad 
flat tail, which lives in water O Beavers cut 
down young trees to build their homes. ■ 
verb (informal) □ to beaver away at some¬ 
thing to work hard at something O They were 
beavering away at building the wall. 

(D because /bi'kDz/ conj for this reason o / 
was late because I missed the train. O The 
dog’s wet because he’s been in the river. O 
Just because I’m lending you my car this 
time, it doesn 't mean you can borrow it when 
you like. □ because of for the reason that O 
The plane was delayed because of bad 
weather. 

beck /bek/ noun □ he is always at her beck 
and call he always does exactly what she 
wants him to do 

beckon /'bekon/ verb □ to beckon to 
someone to make a sign with your hand tell¬ 
ing someone to come O The nurse beckoned 
to her to come into the room. 

(D become /bl'kAm/ verb 1. to change to 
something different O The sky became dark 
and the wind became stronger. O They be¬ 
came good friends. O As she got older she be¬ 
came rather deaf. O It soon became obvious 
that he didn’t understand a word of what I 
was saying. 2. to start to work as O He wants 
to become a doctor. 3. □ to become of to 
happen to someone or something O I never 
saw her brother again - I wonder what be¬ 
came of him. 4. to suit someone ( formal) o 
Such behaviour hardly becomes a young per¬ 
son. (NOTE: becoming - became /bi'keim/ 
- has become) 

becoming /bi'kAmir)/ adj which looks 
good (dated) □ her dress is very becoming 
her dress suits her 

(D bed /bed/ noun 1 . a piece of furniture for 
sleeping on O Lie down on my bed if you ’re 
tired. □ to go to bed to get into your bed for 
the night O She always goes to bed at 9 
o ’clock. □ to be in bed to be sitting or lying 
in bed O She’s in bed with a cold. O He was 
sitting up in bed drinking a cup of coffee. □ 
to make a bed to make a bed tidy or change 
the bedclothes after someone has slept in it O 
You can’t go into your hotel room because 
the beds haven’t been made. O Have you 
made your bed? 2. a piece of ground spe- 


bed and breakfast 


60 


before 


daily for plants O a strawberry bed O a bed 
of roses □ her life isn’t a bed of roses she 
leads a life full of difficulties 3. the ground at 
the bottom of water O the sandy bed of a 
river 

® bed and breakfast /.bed on 'brekfost/ 
noun a guesthouse offering accommodation 
and breakfast O We got a list of bed and 
breakfasts from the tourist office. Abbr b&b, 
B&B 

bedclothes /'bedkbudz/ plural noun 
sheets and blankets which cover a bed o She 
wo/ce up when all her bedclothes fell off 
bedcover /'bedkAVo/ noun a decorated 
cloth put over a bed 

bedding /'bedig/ noun 1 . sheets, blankets 
and other items for a bed; bedclothes o When 
you rent a cottage the bedding is usually pro¬ 
vided. 2. a soft material such as hay for an 
animal to sleep on 

bed linen /'bed .linin/ noun sheets and pil¬ 
lowcases used on a bed 
bedraggled /bi'draeg(o)ld/ adj dirty, un¬ 
tidy and wet. Synonym unkempt 
bedridden /'bed.ridn/ adj forced to stay in 
bed because of illness 

bedrock /'bedrok/ noun 1. the bottom 
layer of rock under the earth 2. basic princi¬ 
ples O Socialism is the bedrock of the party’s 
manifesto. 

(D bedroom /'bedruim/ noun a room 
where you sleep O My bedroom is on the first 
floor. O The hotel has twenty-five bedrooms. 
O Shut your bedroom door if you want to be 
quiet. 

bedside /'bedsaid/ noun the side of a bed 
bedside manner /.bedsaid 'masno/ noun 
the way in which a doctor behaves towards a 
patient, especially a patient who is in bed 
bed-sitting room /bed'sitig ru:m/, 
bed-sitter /'bedsits/, bedsit /'bedsit/ noun 
a combined bedroom and living room which 
is rented 

bedsore /'bedso:/ noun a inflammed patch 
of skin which you get from lying in bed 
bedspread /'bedspred/ noun a decorated 
cloth put over a bed 

(D bedtime /'bedtaim/ noun the time when 
you go to bed □ it’s past your bedtime it’s 
later than the time when you normally go to 
bed 

bee /bi:/ noun an insect which makes 
honey, and can sting you if it is annoyed 
COMMENT: In a bee colony, the main female 
bee is the queen; the other females are the 
workers, and the males are the drones, 
beech /biitJV noun 1. same as beech tree 
2. wood from this tree O a beech table O The 
floor is made of beech. (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with beach.) 


beech tree /'biitj tri:/ noun a common 
hardwood tree O Beech trees are common on 
the chalk hills in the south of England. 
beef /bi:f/ noun 1 . meat from a cow o a 
plate of roast beef and Yorkshire pudding 2. 
a grumble ( informal) o It’s one of her regu¬ 
lar beefs. ■ verb ( informal) □ to beef about 
to grumble about something O What’s he 
beefing on about, tell him to shut up! □ to 
beef up to make something bigger or stron¬ 
ger O We will have to beef up our advertising 
budget. 

beefburger /'bi:fb3:go/ noun a cake of 
grilled minced beef, usually served in a roll 
beefy /'biifi/ adj 1 . big and muscular o a 
strong, beefy looking man. Synonym brawny 
2. powerful O The novel is a good, beefy 
read. (NOTE: beefy - beefier - beefiest) 
beehive /'biihaiv/ noun a box for bees to 
make a nest in 

beekeeper /'biikiipo/ noun a person who 
keeps bees for their honey 
beeline /'biilain/ noun a straight line □ to 
make a beeline for to go straight towards o 
He made a beeline for the prettiest girl in the 
room. O She made a beeline for the chocolate 
cakes. 

(D been /bi:n/ b be 

beep /bi:p/ noun an audible warning sound 
O The printer will make a beep when it runs 
out of paper. Synonym peep ■ verb to make 
a beep O The computer beeped when I hit the 
wrong key. t bleep. Synonym peep 
beeper /'biipo/ noun same as bleeper 
(D beer /bio/ noun 1. an alcoholic drink 
made from grain and water O British beer is 
flavoured with hops. O Can I have a glass of 
beer? (NOTE: no plural) 2. a glass or bottle of 
beer o Three beers, please. 
beet /bi:t/ noun same as sugar beet 
beetle /'bi:t(o)l/ noun an insect with hard 
covers on its wings 

beetroot /'biitruit/ noun a vegetable with 
a dark red root, eaten cooked, usually in a 
salad □ as red as a beetroot very red in the 
face O He went as red as a beetroot when we 
asked him about his girlfriend. 
befall /bi'foil/ verb to happen to ( archaic or 
literary) (NOTE: befalling - befell - has 
befallen) 

befit /bi'fit/ verb to suit (NOTE: befitting - 
befitted) 

(2) before /bi'fo:/ adv earlier o I didn ’t see 
him last week, I saw him the week before. O 
Why didn’t you tell me before? ■ prep earlier 
than O They should have arrived before now. 
O You must be home before 9 o ’clock. O G 
comes before H in the alphabet. □ before 
that earlier than that O He only came into 
work at ten, so what did he do before that? ■ 
conj earlier than o The police got there be- 


beforehand 


61 


belch 


fore I did. O Think carefully before you start 
to answer the exam questions. O Wash your 
hands before you have your dinner. O Before 
you sit down, can you switch on the light? 

(§> beforehand /bi'foihaend/ adv in ad¬ 
vance. Antonym afterwards 
befriend /bi'frend/ verb to become 
friendly with someone and help them. Ant¬ 
onym shun 

beg /beg/ verb 1. to ask for things like 
money or food O She sat begging on the steps 
of the station. O Children were begging for 
food. 2. to ask someone in an emotional way 
to do something or give something O His 
mother begged him not to go. O He begged 
for more time to find the money. □ to beg a 
favour of someone to ask someone to do 
something for you 3. □ I beg your pardon! 
excuse me, forgive me O I beg your pardon, I 
didn ’t hear what you said. O I do beg your 
pardon -1 didn’t know you were busy. 

(D began /bi'gasn/ 1 > begin 
beggar /'bego/ noun 1. a person who lives 
by asking for money O There are lots of beg¬ 
gars outside the railway stations. 2 . □ lucky 
beggar! lucky person (informal dated) o He 
just won the lottery - lucky beggar! 
begging /'begirj/ noun the act of asking for 
food or money □ it’s going begging no one 
wants it O This last sandwich is going 
begging. 

® begin /bi'gin/ verb to start o The chil- 
dren began to cry. O She has begun to knit a 
red pullover for her father. O The house is 
beginning to warm up. O His surname begins 
with an S. O The meeting is due to begin at 
ten o ’clock sharp. □ to begin again to start a 
second time O He forgot to save his file and 
had to begin keyboarding all over again. 
(NOTE: beginning - began /bi'gasn/ - has 
begun /bi'gAn/) 

@ beginner /bi'gino/ noun a person who is 
starting. Synonym novice 
(S) beginning /bi'gmig/ noun the first part 
O The beginning of the film is rather boring. 
Synonym start 

begin with /bi'gin wid/ verb □ to begin 

with at first O To begin with, I travelled by 
train but now I cycle every day. 
begrudge /bi'grAd3/ verb to feel resent¬ 
ment because of something someone has or 
does. Synonym resent 
(D begun /bi'gAn/ i> begin 
behalf /bi'haif/ noun □ on behalf of acting 
for someone O She is speaking on behalf of 
the trade association. O He was chosen to 
speak on behalf of the other workers on the 
shop floor. 

(S> behave /bi'heiv/ verb to act in a certain 
way with someone O He behaved very pleas¬ 
antly towards his staff. O She was behaving 


in a funny way. □ to behave (yourself) to be 
good O If you don't behave yourselves, chil¬ 
dren, you won’t have any ice cream. 
-behaved /biheivd/ suffix referring to be¬ 
haviour O a well-behaved child 
(D behaviour /bi'heivjo/ noun a way of 
doing things O His behaviour was quite natu¬ 
ral. O Local people complained about the be¬ 
haviour of the football fans. (NOTE: The US 
spelling is behavior.) 

behavioural /bi'heivjorol/ adj referring to 
human behaviour (NOTE: The US spelling is 

behavioral.) 

behead /bi'hed/ verb to cut off someone’s 
head. Synonym decapitate 
(D behind /bi'haind/ prep 1. at the back of 
O They hid behind the door. O I dropped my 
pen behind the sofa. O He was second, only 
three metres behind the winner. □ she’s be¬ 
hind the rest of class she is not as advanced 
as the others, t time 2. responsible for o The 
police believe they know who is behind the 
bombing campaign. 3. supporting O All his 
colleagues were behind his decision. O We ’re 
behind you! ■ adv 1. at the back O He was 
first, and the rest of the runners were a long 
way behind. □ he left his wallet behind he 
forgot to take his wallet with him □ when the 
others went out, he stayed behind to watch 
TV he stayed at home when the others went 
out 2. later than you should be O / am behind 
with my correspondence. O The company has 
fallen behind with its deliveries. ■ noun the 
part of the body which you sit on O There 
was some water on the chair and my behind’s 
all wet. O I’ll kick his behind if he doesn ’t get 
a move on. O He’s so lazy! - he needs a good 
kick up the behind. 

behold /bi'hould/ verb 1 . to see {old) o 
The happiness on the little children’s faces 
was marvellous to behold. 2 . □ lo and be¬ 
hold! used to introduce something you think 
is surprising O We had been waiting for 
hours for a bus when, lo and behold, three 
came together. 

beige /bei 3 / adj, noun very pale brown o 
He was wearing a beige pullover. 

(D being /'bing/ adj □ for the time being 
temporarily, for now O We will leave the fur¬ 
niture as it is for the time being. ■ noun an 
existence O The association came into being 
in 1946. t human. Synonym existence 
belated /bi'leitid/ adj coming or happen¬ 
ing later than it should. Synonym late. Ant¬ 
onym timely 

belch /belt// noun allowing air in the stom¬ 
ach to come up through the mouth O He fin¬ 
ished his meal and let out a loud belch. 
Synonym burp (NOTE: The plural is 
belches.) ■ verb 1 . to make air in the stom¬ 
ach come up through the mouth O He wiped 
his mouth and belched. 2. to pour out of O 
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Dark smoke belched from the power station. 
3. □ to belch out to send out large amounts 
of smoke, fumes or flames O The power sta¬ 
tion was belching out dark smoke. 
beleaguered /bi'liigod/ adj surrounded by 
difficulties or by enemies 
belfry /'belfri/ noun a church tower where 
bells are (NOTE: The plural is belfries.) 

© Belgian /'bek^on/ adj referring to Bel¬ 
gium O Belgian chocolates are very popular 
in England. O All Belgian motorways are lit 
up at night. ■ noun a person from Belgium O 
There were ten people at the meeting, and 
two of them were Belgians. 
belie /bi'lai/ verb 1. to hide o His brusque 
manner belies his gentle nature. 2. to show 
that something is false O His exam results be¬ 
lied his teachers ’ reports. 

© belief /bi'liif/ noun feeling sure that 
something is true O His firm belief in the 
power of law. O Her strong belief in God. □ 
it is my belief I believe O It's my belief that 
the problems have been grossly exaggerated. 
□ to the best of my belief as far as I know o 
To the best of my belief no one else has seen 
this letter. □ beyond belief incredible O That 
she did not know that there were drugs in the 
parcel is quite beyond belief. 
believable /bi'li:vob(3)l/ adj which can be 
believed. Synonym credible. Antonym 
unbelievable 

© believe /bi'liiv/ verb 1. to be sure that 
something is true, although you can’t prove it 
O People used to believe that the earth was 
flat. O Don’t believe anything he tells you. 2. 
not to be absolutely sure O I don’t believe I 
have ever met your father. O I believe I have 
been here before. 3. □ to believe in to be sure 
that something exists o Some people believe 
in miracles. O Do you believe in flying 
saucers? 

believer /bi'liivo/ noun a person who be¬ 
lieves in a particular religion or idea. Syn¬ 
onym supporter 

Belisha beacon /bo.liijo 'biikon/ noun a 
flashing light at a zebra crossing 
belittle /bi'litl/ verb to make something 
seem unimportant. Synonym disparage. 
Antonym praise 

© bell /bel/ noun 1. a metal object shaped 
like a cup, which makes a ringing noise when 
hito They rang the church bells at the wed¬ 
ding. 2. any object designed to make a ring¬ 
ing noise, especially an electric device O The 
alarm bell rings if you touch the door. O The 
postman rang the door bell. O You ought to 
have a bell on your bicycle. □ that rings a 
bell that reminds me of something O Does 
the name Forsyth ring a bell? 3. □ to give 
someone a bell to phone someone ( informal) 
O I’ll give you a bell when we’ve sorted out 
the details. 


belligerent /bo'lidsoront/ adj 1. wanting 
to go to war, or being at war O The country 
has turned increasingly belligerent towards 
its neighbours. 2. aggressive, wanting to ar¬ 
gue with other people O Ask the manager 
about it tomorrow, he's in a belligerent mood 
at the moment. Antonym compliant ■ noun 
a country that is at war O The belligerents re¬ 
fused to accept the ruling of the international 
mediators. 

bellow /'belou/ noun a loud deep cry o The 
deer raised its head and gave a loud bellow. 
Synonym roar. Antonym whisper ■ verb 1. 
to make a loud cry O He bellowed with pain. 
O The bull was bellowing in the farmyard. 2. 
to shout O He bellowed to the swimmers to 
come back to the beach. 
bellows /'belouz/ plural noun a device 
used to blow air onto a fire (NOTE: no singu¬ 
lar: to show one item, say ‘a pair of 
bellows’.) 

© belly /'beli/ noun 1. the stomach and in¬ 
testines 2. the front part of the body below 
the chest ( informal ) (NOTE: The plural is bel¬ 
lies.) 

bellyache /'belieik/ ( informal) noun a pain 
in the abdomen or stomach O She had a bel¬ 
lyache after eating green apples. ■ verb □ to 
bellyache about something to complain 
about something O Nothing seems to make 
her happy - she’s always bellyaching about 
something. 

belly button /'beli ,bAt(o)n/ noun same as 
navel ( informal ) 

© belong /bi'loi]/ verb 1 . to be in the usual 
or expected place O That book belongs on the 
top shelf. 2. to be happy to be somewhere or 
with a group of people O Within a week in my 
new job I felt I belonged. □ to belong to 
someone to be the property of someone o 
Does the car really belong to you? O to be¬ 
long to something 1. to be a member of an 
organisation O They still belong to the tennis 
club. 2. to be part of or connected to some¬ 
thing O French belongs to the family of lan¬ 
guages that developed from Latin. 
belongings /bi'lorjigz/ plural noun 
personal property O Her belongings were 
scattered all over the room. O Please be 
sure to take all your personal belongings 
with you when you leave the aircraft. Syn¬ 
onym possessions 

beloved /bi'Lwid/ adj which is loved o 
She doesn’t want to leave her beloved 
childhood home. O He was very upset at the 
death of his beloved grandfather. Synonym 
much-ioved ■ noun the person you love 
most ( formal ) o He was reunited with his 
beloved. 

© below /bi'lou/ adv lower down o Stand¬ 
ing on the bridge we looked at the river be¬ 
low. O These toys are for children of two 
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years and below. ■ prep lower down than o 
The temperature was below freezing. O In 
Singapore, the temperature never goes below 
25°C. O Do not write anything below this 
line. O These tablets should not be given to 
children below the age of twelve. O Can you 
see below the surface of the water? 

<t> belt /belt/ noun 1. a strap which goes 
round your waist to hold up a skirt or trousers 
O She wore a bright red belt. O This silver 
belt comes from Thailand. 2. a person who 
wears a particular coloured belt worn when 
playing judo, karate, etc. O He’s a black belt. 
3. a zone around something ■ verb 1. to 
travel fast O The car was belting along the 
motorway at over 100 miles an hour. 2. □ to 
belt out to sing very loudly O The fans were 
belting out football songs. 
belt up /.belt 'Ap/ verb ( informal ) 1. to stop 
talking □ belt up! be quiet! 2. to attach your 
seat belt O Make sure everyone in the car 
belts up. 

bemoan /bi'moun/ verb to complain about 
something. Synonym lament. Antonym 
applaud 

bemused /bi'mjuizd/ adj puzzled and 
confused. Synonym confused 
<D bench /bentj’/ noun 1. a long wooden 
seat O We sat down on one of the park 
benches. □ (work) bench table in a work¬ 
shop at which someone works O The carpen¬ 
ter was standing at his bench. 2. □ the bench 
magistrates sitting in court O He was up be¬ 
fore the bench for speeding. 3. (in Parlia¬ 
ment) the long seats in the House of Com¬ 
mons. b back benches, front bench 
benchmark /'bentjmaik/ noun a standard 
for testing against 

(D bend /bend/ noun 1. a curve, especially 
in a road, line, etc. O Don’t drive too fast, 
there’s a sudden bend in the road. O The pipe 
under the sink has an awkward S-bend. 2. □ 
round the bend insane, amioyed or upset ( in¬ 
formal ) O He’s completely round the bend. O 
She’ll go round the bend when she hears 
that. O That music is driving me round the 
bend. ■ verb 1. to make something curve o 
You will have to bend the pipe to fit round the 
corner. 2. to move a jointed part of your 
body O to bend your knees slightly O Bend 
your arm to see if the coat fits. 3. to curve O 
The road bends sharply after the bridge. 
(NOTE: bending - bent /bent/) 
d> bend down /'bend 'daun/, bend over 
/'ouvo/ verb to stoop, so that your head is 
lower than your waist, t backwards 
bendy /'bendi/ adj 1. easily bent o a bendy 
toy. Synonym flexible. Antonym rigid 2. 
having many bends O a bendy road. Ant¬ 
onym straight (NOTE: bendy - bendier 
-bendiest) 


(D beneath /bi'ni:0/ adv underneath 
( formal ) o From the bridge we watched 
the river flowing beneath. Synonym un¬ 
derneath. Antonym above ■ prep 1. under 
O There are dangerous rocks beneath the 
surface of the lake. O The river flows very 
fast beneath the bridge. 2. not suitable, not 
important enough O He thinks it is beneath 
him to make the coffee himself. 
benefactor /'benifaekto/, benefactress 
/'bemfasktros/ noun a person who gives 
money to an organisation such as a charity. 
Synonym patron 

beneficent /bo'nefisont/ adj helping or 
showing kindness to others (literary) 
beneficial /.beni'fij(3)l/ adj which helps. 
Synonym helpful. Antonym detrimental 
(D beneficiary /.bem'fijori/ noun 1. a per¬ 
son who inherits something in a will O The 
main beneficiaries were his three children. 2 . 
someone, or a group, who is helped by some¬ 
thing O Who will be the main beneficiaries of 
this new law? (NOTE: The plural is benefi¬ 
ciaries.) 

(D benefit /'benifit/ noun 1. an advantage 
O What benefit would I get from joining the 
club? □ for someone’s benefit specially for 
someone O You are not doing it just for my 
benefit, are you? 2. payment by the state O 
unemployment benefit O maternity benefit ■ 
verb 1. to be useful to someone o The book 
will benefit anyone who is planning to do 
some house repairs. 2. □ to benefit from, by 
something to get an advantage from O Brit¬ 
ish tourists will benefit from the strong 
pound. O Pensioners can benefit from free 
bus passes. 

Benelux /'bemlAks/ noun Belgium, the 
Netherlands and Luxembourg together as a 
group 

benevolence /bi'nevolons/ noun being 
good and kind. Antonym malevolence 
benevolent /bo'nev(9)l9nt/ adj good and 
kind. Antonym malevolent 
benign /bo'nain/ adj 1. kind and pleasant 
2. □ a benign growth a harmless or 
non-cancerous growth O At first they thought 
the growth was benign, but in fact it was 
malignant. 

® bent /bent/ adj 1. curved o These nails 
are bent so we can’t use them. 2 . □ to be 
bent on to be very keen on doing something 
O He is bent on buying the car even if he 
can’t afford it. 3. dishonest O a bent police 
officer ■ noun a natural ability for doing a 
particular activity O a scientific bent O She 
discovered a bent for nursing. Synonym 
aptitude 

bent /bent/ p bend 

benzene /'benziin/ noun a simple liquid 
hydrocarbon used in making plastic and 
petrol 


bequeath 

bequeath /bi'kwiid/ verb □ to bequeath 
something to someone to leave property to 
someone in a will O He bequeathed his 
shares to his son. Synonym leave. Antonym 
inherit 

bequest /bi'kwest/ noun the giving of 
property or money to someone in a will. Syn¬ 
onym inheritance 

berate /bi'reit/ verb to criticise in an angry 
tone (literary). Synonym rebuke. Antonym 
praise 

bereaved /bi'riivd/ adj who has a close 
relative or friend who has died O We sent our 
condolences to the bereaved families. Syn¬ 
onym mourning ■ noun □ the bereaved the 
family and friends of a person who has died 
O The priest was trying to console the be¬ 
reaved after the funeral. 
bereavement /bi'riivmont/ noun the loss 
of a friend or relative through death 
bereft /bi'reft/ adj □ bereft of without (for¬ 
mal) O He was left bereft of all income when 
his business collapsed. O The children were 
bereft of medical care. □ bereft of hope 
without any hope for the future 
beret /'berei/ noun a round cap without a 
peak, worn by men or women 
berry /'beri/ noun a small fruit (NOTE: The 
plural is berries. Do not confuse with bury.) 
berserk /bo'z3:k/ adj □ to go berserk to 
get angry and out of control O When he heard 
that she had sold his collection of stamps he 
went berserk. 

berth /b3:0/ noun 1. a place where a ship 
stays in a harbour O There are no berths free 
- the ferry will have to wait at anchor outside 
the harbour for a while. 2. □ to give some¬ 
one or something a wide berth to avoid 
someone or something O Dad is in a bad 
mood - I’d give him a wide berth if I were 
you. 3. a bunk bed on a ship or train O Do 
you want the upper or lower berth? ■ verb 
(of a ship) to stay in a harbour o The ship 
won’t berth until late this evening. 
beseech /bi'siitJV verb (literary) □ to be¬ 
seech someone to do something to ask 
someone earnestly to do something (formal) 
O She beseeched them to think again. O Do 
not do this, I beseech you. 
beset /bi'set/ adj □ beset with surrounded 
with difficulties or problems O The move to 
new offices was beset with problems. 

(D beside /bi'said/ prep 1. at the side of 
someone or something O Come and sit down 
beside me. O The office is just beside the rail¬ 
way station. □ it’s beside the point it’s got 
nothing to do with the main subject O 
Whether or not the coat matches your hat is 
beside the point - it’s simply too big for you. 
2. □ to be beside yourself with to be in a 
very agitated or excited state because of 
something O The parents were beside them¬ 


best man 

selves with worry when their daughter did 
not come home from school. O She was be¬ 
side herself with grief. 

@ besides /bi'saidz/ prep as well as o 
They have two other cars besides the big 
Ford. O Besides the football team, our town 
also has a hockey team. O Besides managing 
the shop, he also teaches in the evening. ■ 
adv 1. as well O He paints, plays chess and 
has lots of other interests besides. 2. in any 
case O I don’t want to go for a picnic - be¬ 
sides, it’s starting to rain. 
besiege /bi'si:d 3 / verb to surround a build¬ 
ing, or a town or city □ to be besieged with 
something to receive many demands, enqui¬ 
ries, letters, etc. O The bookshop was be¬ 
sieged with enquiries about the new 
dictionary. 

besotted /bi'sDtid/ adj □ besotted with 
someone madly in love with someone o / 
don’t see what he sees in her, but he’s com¬ 
pletely besotted, o She’s besotted with her 
new baby. 

(D best /best/ adj 1. very good, better than 
anything else O She’s my best friend. O He 
put on his best suit to go to the interview. O 
What is the best way of getting to London 
from here? □ best regards, best wishes a 
greeting sent to someone O Give my best 
wishes to your father. 2 . □ for the best part 
of for most of O She’s been in bed for the 
best part of a week. ■ noun 1. the thing 
which is better than anything else O The pic¬ 
ture shows her at her best. □ to do your best 
to do as well as you can O She did her best, 
but didn’t win. □ all the best best wishes for 
the future O We wished them all the best in 
their marriage. 2 . □ to make the best of 
something to take any advantage you can 
from something O They say it will rain this 
afternoon, so we’d better make the best of the 
sunshine while it’s here. □ to make the best 
of a bad job to do something in spite of terri¬ 
ble conditions O It was raining when we 
stopped for a picnic, so we made the best of a 
bad job and had our sandwiches in the car. □ 
the best of it is that the most interesting or 
funniest part of the story is that O The best of 
it was that she didn’t recognise him in his 
Father Christmas outfit. □ to the best of my 
knowledge as far as I know 3. best clothes o 
The children were all in their Sunday best. ■ 
adv in the best way O The engine works best 
when it’s warm. O Oranges grow best in hot 
countries. O Which of you knows London 
best? □ as best you can in the best way you 
can, even though this may not be perfect O 
He repaired the dent in the car door as best 
he could. 

(J) best man /best 'masn/ noun the man 
who helps the bridegroom at a wedding 
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bestow 

bestow /bi'stou/ verb to give (formal). 
Synonym confer 

bestseller /best'selo/ noun an item, espe¬ 
cially a book, which sells very well 
bestselling /best'selirj/ adj 1. which sells 
in very large numbers O These computer 
disks are our bestselling line. O This is the 
bestselling car in the range. 2. whose books 
sell very well O Our bestselling author left us 
for another publishing house. ► Synonym 
successful 

(D bet /bet/ noun a sum of money which is 
risked by trying to say which horse will come 
first in a race or which side will win a compe¬ 
tition, etc. O He placed a bet on his friend’s 
horse but lost his bet when the horse came 
last. O I’ve got a bet on England to win the 
next World Cup. □ it is a safe bet it is very 
likely to happen O It’s a safe bet that if we 
decide to go camping it will rain. ■ verb 1 . to 
risk money by saying which horse you think 
will come first in a race or which team will 
win, etc. O He bet me £10 the Prime Minister 
would lose the election. 2. to be sure of 
something O I bet you she’s going to be late. 
□ you bet! of course ( informal) o Do you 
want to go to the pub? - You bet! 
beta /'biito/ noun the second letter of the 
Greek alphabet, or a mark showing a second 
level in a series. Symbol p 
beta blocker /'biito .blDko/ noun a drug 
which reduces the heart’s activity 
betray /bi'trei/ verb 1 . to harm someone by 
telling their secrets O He was betrayed by his 
best friend. O The scientist was accused of 
betraying secrets to the enemy. 2. to show a 
feeling which you want to keep hidden O The 
tears in her eyes betrayed her emotion. 
betrayal /bi'treiol/ noun the act of giving 
someone’s secrets to an enemy, or of not do¬ 
ing what you had promised to do. Synonym 
disloyalty. Antonym loyalty 
betrothed /bi'troudd/ noun a person you 
are engaged to marry ( formal or humorous) 

(D better /'beta/ adj 1. good when compared 
to something else O The weather is better to¬ 
day than it was yesterday. O His latest book 
is better than the first one he wrote. O She’s 
better at maths than English. O Brown bread 
is better for you than white. O We will shop 
around to see if we can get a better price. 2. 
healthy again O I had a cold last week but 
I’m better now. O I hope your sister will be 
better soon. ■ adv more successfully than 
something else O She sings better than her 
sister. O My old knife cuts better than the new 
one. □ to think better of something to de¬ 
cide that something is not a good idea O He 
was going to drive to London, but thought 
better of it when he heard the traffic report 
on the news. ■ noun 1 . a person who bets o 
One or two lucky betters won thousands of 


beyond 

pounds on the race. 2. □ to get the better of 
someone to beat someone O No one can get 
the better of him at poker. □ for the better 
which makes the situation better O He’s 
earning more money now, and his financial 
situation has changed for the better. □ he 
took a turn for the better his health began 
to improve ■ verb □ to better yourself to 
improve your social position O He studied 
hard because he wanted to better himself. 

better off /,betor 'oil adj in a better 
position 

<D betting /'betir)/ noun the placing of bets 
(D between /bi'twiin/ prep 1. placed with 
things on both sides O There’s only a thin 
wall between his office and mine, so I hear 
everything he says. O Don’t sit between him 
and his girlfriend. 2 . connecting two places 
O The bus goes between Oxford and London. 
3. in the interval separating two times O I’m 
have a meeting between 10 o ’clock and 12. O 
Can you come to see me between now and 
next Monday? 4. in the space separating two 
amounts O The parcel weighs between four 
and five kilos. O Cherries cost between £2 
and £3 per kilo. □ in between in the middle, 
with things on both sides 5. showing a differ¬ 
ence O She’s colour-blind - she can’t tell the 
difference between red and green. 6. sharing 
O We only had £10 between the three of us. 
7. among O She could choose between 
courses in German, Chinese or Russian. 8. □ 
between you and me speaking privately O 
Between you and me, I don’t think he’s very 
good at his job. 

beverage /'bev(o)rid 3 / noun drink ( formal) 
bewail /bi'weil/ verb to complain about 
something (formal). Synonym lament. Ant¬ 
onym applaud 

beware /bi'weo/ verb to watch out for 
bewilder /bi'wildo/ verb to puzzle some¬ 
one. Synonym confuse 
bewildered /bi'wildod/ adj confused or 
puzzled 

bewildering /bi'wild(3)rig/ adj confusing 
or puzzling 

bewilderment /bi'wildomont/ noun a 
state of confusion or of being puzzled. Ant¬ 
onym clarity 

bewitch /bi'witJV verb 1. to charm some¬ 
one 2. to cast a spell on someone 
(D beyond /bi'jond/ prep 1. further away 
than O The post office is beyond the bank. □ 
it is beyond my means it is too expensive for 
me to buy it O I’d love to buy a sports car, 
but I think it would be beyond my means. 2. 
later than O The party went on till beyond 
midnight. ■ adv further away, on the other 
side O She stared through the window at the 
fields beyond. 
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bhangra 

bhangra /'bAijgra/ noun a style of dance 
music which mixes Punjabi folk music with 
western pop music 

biannual /bai'asnjuol/ adj which happens 
twice a year (NOTE: Do not confuse with bi¬ 
ennial.) 

bias /'bams/ noun a fixed opinion in one di¬ 
rection only 

biased /'baiast/ adj prejudiced. Antonym 

unbiased 

bib /bib/ noun 1. a little piece of cloth which 
is tied round a baby’s neck, under its chin O 
Don’t forget to put his bib on when he’s eat¬ 
ing spinach. 2. the top part of an apron or 
dungarees, covering your chest 
(D Bible /'baib(a)l/ noun 1. a Christian and 
Jewish book of scriptures o He reads from 
the Bible every evening. 2. an important and 
useful reference book O She keeps an old 
French cookery book in the kitchen - it’s her 
bible. 

COMMENT: The Christian Bible is made up 
of the Old Testament (the Jewish scriptures) 
and the New Testament, which are the writ¬ 
ings concerned with the life and works of 
Christ and the early Christian Church, 
biblical /'biblik(a)l/ adj referring to the 
Bible 

bibliography /.bibli'Dgrafi/ noun a list of 
publications about a special subject (NOTE: 
The plural is bibliographies.) 
bicarbonate of soda /bai'kaibanat av 
'sauda/ noun a chemical used as a medicine 
for stomach pains or as an ingredient in cakes 
and bread 

bicentenary /.baisen'tiinari/ noun an an¬ 
niversary of 200 years (NOTE: The plural is 

bicentenaries.) 

bicentennial /.baisen'tenial/ adj referring 
to a bicentenary 

biceps /'baiseps/ noun a muscle formed of 
two parts, especially the muscle in the front 
of the upper arm (NOTE: The plural is bi¬ 
ceps.) 

bicker /'bika/ verb to quarrel about some¬ 
thing. Synonym argue. Antonym agree 
<D bicycle /'baisik(a)l/ noun a vehicle with 
two wheels which is ridden by one person 
who makes it go by pushing on the pedals 
and steers with the handlebars o He goes to 
school by bicycle every day. O She’s going to 
do the shopping on her bicycle. O He’s learn¬ 
ing to ride a bicycle. Synonym bike ■ verb 
to ride on a bicycle O We bicycled all over 
the Netherlands. (NOTE: The person who 
rides a bicycle is a cyclist. To show the dif¬ 
ference from a motorcycle, a bicycle is 
sometimes called a push bike.) 

@ bid /bid/ noun 1. an offer to buy at an 
auction O His bid for the painting was too 
low. 2. an attempt to do something □ she 


big business 

made a bid for power she tried to seize 
power ■ verb 1 . to make an offer to buy 
something at an auction O He bid £500 for 
the car. (NOTE: bidding - bid) 2. to wish o 
He bade me farewell. (NOTE: bid or bade 
/baed/ - has bidden) 

bidder /'bids/ noun a person who makes an 
offer to buy something, especially at an auc¬ 
tion. Synonym buyer □ to sell something to 
the highest bidder to sell something to the 
person who makes the best offer o The lot 
was sold to the highest bidder. 
bidding /'bidir)/ noun 1. a command □ I 
did it at his bidding I did it because he told 
me to do it 2. offers made at an auction O The 
bidding started at £200 and rose quickly. 
bide /baid/ verb 1 . to wait for a good oppor¬ 
tunity to do something O If I were you I 
wouldn’t do anything quickly, I’d bide my 
time. 2. ( archaic) to stay, or wait 
bidet /'biidei/ noun a small low bath for 
washing your bottom 

biennial /bai'enial/ adj 1. (of a plant) 
which flowers in its second year of growth 
and then dies 2. (of an event) which happens 
every two years O The athletics competition 
is a biennial event. (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with biannual.) ■ noun a plant which flow¬ 
ers in its second year of growth and then dies 
O We plant biennials at the back of the 
flowerbed and annuals in front. 
bifocal /bai'fauk(a)l/ adj, noun □ bifocal 
spectacles, bifocals spectacles with two 
types of lens in each frame, one for reading 
and one for seeing longer distances 
bifurcate /'baifakeit/ verb to split in two 
® big /big/ adj of a large size o I don’t want 
a small car - I want a big one. O His father 
has the biggest restaurant in town. O I’m not 
afraid of him — I’m bigger than he is. O We 
had a big order from Germany. ■ adv □ to 
talk big to pretend to be important (NOTE: 
bigger-biggest) 

bigamist /'bigamist/ noun a person who is 
illegally married to two people at the same 
time 

bigamy /'bigami/ noun the crime of some¬ 
one going through a ceremony of marriage to 
someone when they are already married to 
someone else 

Big Bang /big 'baer)/ noun a large explo¬ 
sion which some scientists think was the be¬ 
ginning of the universe 
(D Big Ben /big 'ben/ noun a clock and bell 
at the top of St Stephen’s tower by the 
Houses of Parliament in London 
Big Brother /big 'brAda/ noun an author¬ 
ity which controls and watches other people 
big business /big 'biznis/ noun very 
large commercial companies, seen as a group 
(NOTE: no plural) 
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big cheese 

big cheese /big 'tjiiz/ noun an important 
person, (informal) Antonym nobody 
(!) big deal /big 'dill/ noun 1. an important 
business transaction O It's one of the biggest 
deals we have ever signed. 2. □ big deal! 
that’s not a very good deal ( used sarcasti¬ 
cally O He offered me £20 for the car - big 
deal! 

big game /big 'geim/ noun large animals 
such as lions and tigers which are hunted for 
sport (NOTE: no plural) 
bigheaded /big'hedid/ adj too proud of 
yourself (informal). Synonym conceited 
big money /big 'mAni/ noun a lot of 
money (informal) 

big name /big 'neim/ noun an important 
person (informal). Antonym unknown 
bigot /'bigot/ noun a person with a nar¬ 
row-minded attitude to religion or politics 
bigoted /'bigntid/ adj with very strong and 
unreasonable ideas about something. Syn¬ 
onym prejudiced. Antonym open-minded 
bigotry /'bigstri/ noun an attitude where 
you dislike something strongly for no partic¬ 
ular reason. Synonym prejudice 
big Shot /'big J'Dt/ noun an important per¬ 
son (informal). Antonym nobody 
big time /'big taim/ noun being at the top 
level in show business (slang) o He toured 
the country doing conjuring tricks, and then 
suddenly hit the big time with a TV show. 
big toe /big 'tsu/ noun the largest of the 
five toes 

bigwig /'bigwig/ noun an important person 
(informal) 

® bike /baik/ noun a bicycle (informal) o 
He goes to school by bike. O She was 
knocked off her bike by a car. O Although he 
is over eighty he still rides a bike or goes for 
a bike ride every day. 

biker /'baika/ noun a person who rides a 
motorcycle. Synonym motorcyclist 
bikini /bi'kiini/ noun a woman’s small 
two-piece swimsuit 

bilateral /bai'laet(3)r3l/ adj involving two 
sides. Antonym unilateral 
® bile /bail/ noun 1 . a thick bitter 
brownish-yellow fluid produced by the 
liver, which helps to digest fatty substances 
2. angry or bitter feelings (literary). Synonym 
bitterness 

bilge /bild 3 / noun 1. dirty water in the bot¬ 
tom of a ship 2. nonsense O He’s just talking 
bilge! 

bilingual /bai'lirjgwol/ adj using two lan¬ 
guages □ a bilingual dictionary a dictionary 
which gives translations from one language 
into another O He carries a bilingual Ger- 
man-Spanish glossary with him. □ she is bi¬ 
lingual in French and Spanish she can 
speak French and Spanish equally well 


(D bill /bil/ noun 1. a piece of paper showing 
the amount of money you have to pay for 
something O The total bill came to more than 
£200. O Ask the waiter for the bill. O Don’t 
forget to pay the gas bill. O Does the bill in¬ 
clude VAT ? (NOTE: The US term in a res¬ 
taurant is check.) 2. the hard part of a bird’s 
mouth O The bird was picking up food with 
its bill. Synonym beak 3. US a piece of pa¬ 
per money o a 10-dollar bill (NOTE: The 
British term is note: a 10-pound note) 4. a 
proposed act of parliament which, if passed 
by parliament, becomes law O Parliament 
will consider two bills this week. O He has 
drafted a bill to ban the sale of guns. 5. □ to 
fit the bill to be suitable O Thanks - that will 
fit the bill perfectly. 

billboard /'bilboid/ noun especially US a 
large outdoor panel for posters (NOTE: The 
British term is hoarding.) 
billfold /'bilfould/ noun US a small flat 
leather case for credit cards and banknotes, 
earned in your pocket (NOTE: The British 
term is wallet.) 

billiards /'biliodz/ noun a game played on 
a table, where two players with long cues hit 
their own white ball against a red ball or the 
opponent’s ball, scoring points. Compare 
snooker (NOTE: billiards loses the ‘s’ when 
it is used before another noun: a billiard ta¬ 
ble.) 

billing /'bilir)/ noun 1 . the position a per¬ 
former has on an entertainment programme 
or advertisement 2. the advertising or pro¬ 
moting of a performance, event or product 3. 
the preparing and sending out of bills to 
customers 

billion /'biljon/ noun 1 . one thousand mil¬ 
lion O The government raises billions in 
taxes each year. 2. one million million 
(dated) 3. a great many O Billions of Christ¬ 
mas cards are sent every year. (NOTE: In 
American English billion has always meant 
one thousand million, but in British English 
it formerly meant one million million, and it 
is still sometimes used with this meaning. 
With figures it is usually written bn: $5bn 
say ‘five billion dollars’.) 
billionaire /.biljo'neo/ noun a person who 
is worth one billion pounds or dollars 
Bill of Rights /,bil ov 'raits/ noun the first 
ten amendments to the constitution of the 
United States, which refer to the rights and 
privileges of individual citizens 
billow /'bitau/ noun 1 . a very large wave 2. 
a mass of moving smoke O We could see bil¬ 
lows of smoke rising from the volcano. ■ 
verb 1. to become full of air o The sails of 
the yachts billowed in the breeze. 2. to move 
in large waves O Smoke billowed out of the 
building. 
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billy goat 

billy goat /'bili gout/ noun a male goat 
(NOTE: A female goat is a nanny goat.) 
biltong /'biltorj/ noun dried beef, eaten in 
South Africa 

bimbo /'bimbou/ noun an attractive but 
rather stupid girl ( informal, offensive) 
bimonthly /bai'mAn01i/ adj every two 
months; twice a month ■ noun a magazine 
appearing every two weeks 
© bin /bin/ noun 1 . a metal box for keeping 
things in 2. a container for putting rubbish in 
O Don’t throw your litter on the floor - pick 
it up and put it in the bin. ■ verb to throw 
something away into a rubbish bin O He just 
binned the demand for payment. Synonym 
throw away (NOTE: binning - binned) 
binary /'bainori/ adj arranged in groups of 
two 

binary system /'bainori .sistom/ noun a 
system for representing information which 
only uses the numbers 1 and 0 
© bind /baind/ verb 1. to tie O They bound 
her to the tree with ropes. 2. to force some¬ 
one to do something O The contract binds 
him to make regular payments. 3. to put a 
cover on a book O The book is bound in blue 
leather. 4. □ to bind someone over to make 
someone promise to obey the law for a period 
of time O He was bound over to keep the 
peace for two months, t bound (NOTE: 
binding - bound) 

binder /'baindo/ noun 1. a person, a ma¬ 
chine or a company that puts the parts of a 
book together O The book has been printed 
and is now at the binder’s. 2. a stiff cover for 
papers O Write to the publisher to get a free 
binder for your magazines. 
binding /'baindig/ adj (of a contract) that 
you must obey by law o This contract is 
binding on both parties. Synonym compul¬ 
sory ■ noun the cover of a book o The book 
has a leather binding. 

binge Ibmd^l noun a time when someone 
drinks too much alcohol, eats too much or 
does something else too much o After last 
night’s binge he had to stay in bed. O She 
went on a chocolate binge which lasted the 
whole summer. O Shopping binges are not 
uncommon during sales time. Synonym 
spree ■ verb □ to binge on something to 
eat or drink too much of something O I felt 
sick after bingeing on chocolate. 
bingo noun /'birjgou/ a game of chance, 
where each player has a card with numbers 
on it. Numbers are called out, and when you 
have marked off a whole row of numbers, 
you win. O She goes to play bingo every Fri¬ 
day night. O He won quite a lot at bingo. ■ 
interj showing surprise o He opened the en¬ 
velope and bingo! A key fell out. 
bin liner /'bin ,laino/ noun a plastic bag for 
putting inside a rubbish bin 


© binoculars /bi'nokjuloz/ plural noun 
powerful glasses for looking at things which 
are too far away to see clearly. Synonym 
field glasses (NOTE: binoculars has no 
singular. If you want to indicate one item, 
say ‘a pair of binoculars’.) 
binocular vision /bi.nDkjulo 'vi 3 (o)n/ 
noun the use of both eyes to see things, and 
therefore to judge distance 
binomial /bai'noumiol/ adj having two 
parts separated by a + or a - sign 
binomial classification /bai.noumiol 
,klaesifi'keij(9)n/ noun a way of classifying 
plants and animals, using two names 
biochemical /.baiou'kemik^)!/ adj refer¬ 
ring to the chemistry of living things 
biochemist ^baiou'kemist/ noun a scien¬ 
tist who studies the chemistry of living things 
biochemistry /.baiou'kemistri/ noun the 
science and study of the chemistry of living 
things 

biodegradable /.baioudi'greidob^)!/ 
adj which can easily be broken down by bac¬ 
teria, the sun or sea water 
biodiversity /,baioudai'v3:siti/ noun the 
number of species in a certain area 
bioengineering /.baiouem^i'niorig/ 
noun the use of biochemical processes in in¬ 
dustry to produce things such as drugs and 
food 

biographer /bai'ogrofo/ noun a person 
who writes the story of someone’s life 
biographical /.baio'graefik^jl/ adj refer¬ 
ring to the story of someone’s life. Synonym 

factual 

biography /bai'ogrofi/ noun the story of 
someone’s life (NOTE: The plural is 

biographies.) 

biological /,baio'lDd 3 ik(o)l/ adj 1 . refer¬ 
ring to living things O the biological balance 
in the North Sea 2. using harmful bacteria O 
biological warfare 

biological mother /,baiolDd 3 ik(o)l 
'mAdo/ noun the woman who gave birth to a 
child 

biologist /bai'Dlod3ist/ noun a scientist 
who does research in biology 
© biology /bai'Dlod 3 i/ noun the study of 
living things 

biopsy /'bampsi/ noun an operation to re¬ 
move a small piece from someone’s body for 
examination (NOTE: The plural is biopsies.) 
biosphere /'baiousfio/ noun the part of 
the earth and its atmosphere where living 
things exist 

biotechnology /.baioutek'nolodsi/ noun 
technology which uses different living mate¬ 
rials such as cells for science or industry 
bioterrorism /'baiou.teroriz^jm/ noun 
terrorism that uses biological or chemical 
weapons 


bipartisan 

bipartisan /.baipaiti'zaen/ adj accepted 
by the Opposition as well as by the 
Government 

bipartite /bai'paitait/ adj with two sides 
taking part 

birch /b3:tj/ noun a northern tree with 
small leaves and a white outer layer which 
comes off in strips O the birch forests of Rus¬ 
sia (NOTE: The plural is birches.) ■ verb 
(dated) to beat someone with thin sticks 
from a tree as a punishment O He was sen¬ 
tenced to be birched. 

<D bird /b3:d/ noun 1. an animal with wings 
and feathers O Most birds can fly, but pen¬ 
guins can’t. O She keeps a little bird in a 
cage. □ a little bird told me someone told 
me the secret, but I can’t tell you who it was 

□ a bird in the hand is worth two in the 
bush be satisfied with what you have, rather 
than hoping for something better which may 
never come. ) early 2. a person, especially a 
woman ( informal ) o She’s a funny old bird. 
3. a girl ( offensive ) o Who's that new bird in 
the accounts department? O Did you see the 
bird he was with last night? 

birdie /'b3idi/ noun 1. a child’s way of re¬ 
ferring to a bird O Look at the little birdies on 
the lawn! 2. (in golf) using one less than the 
usual number of hits to get the ball into a hole 
O He got a birdie at the fifth hole. 
bird of prey /,b3:d ov 'prei/ noun a bird 
which kills animals and other birds for food 
(NOTE: The plural is birds of prey.) 
bird’s-eye view /,b3idz ai 'vju:/ noun a 
view from high up looking down 
birdwatching /'bsidwotjir)/ noun look¬ 
ing at birds for pleasure, or for scientific 
purposes 

Biro /'bairou/ trademark a ballpoint pen 
(NOTE: The plural is Biros.) 

<D birth /b3:0/ noun the act of being bom o 
He was a big baby at birth. □ to give birth to 
to have a baby O She gave birth to a boy last 
week. □ he or she is French by birth he or 
she is French because his or her parents are 
French 

birth certificate /'b3:0 so.tifikot/ noun 
an official paper showing the date on which 
someone was bom, together with details of 
the parents 

birth control /'b3:0 kon.troul/ noun the 
practice of trying to avoid becoming 
pregnant 

(D birthday /'b3:0dei/ noun the date on 
which you were bom O April 23rd is Shake¬ 
speare ’s birthday. O My birthday is on 25th 
June. O What do you want for your birthday? 

□ I’ll be 10 years old next birthday on my 

next birthday I will be 10 years old □ in your 
birthday suit with no clothes on 


bit 

birthday cake /'b3:0dei keik/ noun a 
cake made specially for a birthday, usually 
decorated with icing and candles 
birthday card /'b3:0dei ka:d/ noun a 
card which you send someone to wish them a 
happy birthday 

birthday party /'b3:0dei ,pa:ti/ noun a 
party held for a birthday 
birthday present /'b3:0dei .prezont/ 
noun a present given to someone for their 
birthday 

birthmark /'b3:0ma:k/ noun a mark on the 
skin which a baby has from birth, and which 
usually cannot be removed 
birthplace /'b3:0pleis/ noun 1. the place 
where someone was bom O They visited 
Shakespeare’s birthplace in Stratford. 2. the 
place where something was invented O 
China was the birthplace of gunpowder. 
birth rate /'b3:0 reit/ noun the number of 
children bom per thousand of the population 
(D biscuit /'biskit/ noun a small, flat, usu¬ 
ally sweet, hard cake (NOTE: The US term is 
cookie.) 

bisect /bai'sekt/ verb to cut into two equal 
parts 

bisexual adj /bai'sekjuol/ sexually at¬ 
tracted to both men and women ■ noun a bi¬ 
sexual person 

<D bishop /'bijop/ noun 1. a Christian 
church leader O the Bishop of London 2. in 
chess, a piece which moves diagonally O She 
took both his bishops in three moves. 
bison /'bais(9)n/ noun a large wild animal 
with long hair, which used to be common in 
Europe and North America (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is bison. An North American bison is 
also called a buffalo.) 
bistro /'biistrou/ noun a small restaurant 
(NOTE: The plural is bistros.) 

® bit /bit/ noun 1. a little piece o He tied the 
bundle of sticks together with a bit of string. 
O Would you like another bit of cake? □ to 
come to bits to fall apart O The chair has 
come to bits. □ to take something to bits to 
take something apart in order to repair it O 
He’s taking my old clock to bits. □ thrilled to 
bits very pleased □ to love someone to bits 
to love someone very much 2. □ a bit a little 
O The painting is a bit too dark. O She al¬ 
ways plays that tune a bit too fast. O Let him 
sleep a little bit longer. O Can you wait a bit, 
I’m not ready yet. O Have you got a piece of 
wood a bit bigger than this one? □ a bit 
much not fair O Being told it was my fault 
when I wasn ’t even there is a bit much. □ bit 
by bit not all at the same time, little by little 
O He paid back the money he owed, bit by 
bit. O He inched forward, bit by bit, towards 
the edge of the cliff. □ not the slightest bit 
not at all O She didn’t sound the slightest bit 
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worried. □ he or she is a bit of a nuisance he 
or she is rather a nuisance □ not a bit of use 
of no use at all □ for a bit for a short period 
of time O Can you stop for a bit, I’m getting 
tired? 3. the smallest unit in a binary system, 
which has the value of 0 or 1. Compare byte 
4. the smallest unit of information that a sys¬ 
tem can handle 5. a tool which fits into a 
drill, used for making holes 6. a piece of 
metal which is put in a horse’s mouth, in or¬ 
der to control it. t champ ■ verb i> bite 
bitch /bit// noun 1. a female animal, espe¬ 
cially a female dog O They have two dogs - a 
male and a bitch. O The bitch has given birth 
to five puppies. 2. an unpleasant woman ( of¬ 
fensive slang) O That bitch is going round 
spreading rumours about me. (NOTE: [all 
senses] The plural is bitches.) ■ verb to 
complain (slang) o What’s she bitching 
about now? 

bitchy /'bitJi/ adj making unpleasant re¬ 
marks about someone (slang). Synonym 
catty. Antonym kind (NOTE: bitchy - 
bitchier-bitchiest) 

(D bite /bait/ noun 1. a small amount of food 
that you eat O All I had for lunch was a bite 
of bread and cheese. O She took a big bite 
out of the sandwich. 2. a place where some¬ 
one has been bitten (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with byte.) ■ verb 1. to cut someone or 
something with your teeth O The dog tried to 
bite the postman. O She bit a piece out of the 
pie. 2. (of an insect) to sting a person or ani¬ 
mal O She’s been bitten by a mosquito. 
(NOTE: biting - bit /bit/ - has bitten 
/'bit(o)n/) 

bite-sized /'bait saizd/ adj small enough 
to put in your mouth 

biting /'baitir)/ adj 1. very cold o A biting 
wind blew across the valley. 2. (of a criti¬ 
cism) very severe o He ended his review with 
some biting remarks about the costumes. 

® bitten /'bit(o)n/ 1 > bite 
(D bitter /'bit o/ adj 1. not sweet o This black 
coffee is too bitter. 2. angry because some¬ 
thing is not fair O She was very bitter about 
the way the company treated her. □ to the 
bitter end to the very end o They resisted the 
changes to the bitter end. 3. very cold O a 
bitter December night O bitter weather com- 
ing from the Arctic ■ noun ordinary pale 
British beer which is not sweet O A pint of 
bitter, please. (NOTE: usually no plural; bit¬ 
ters means glasses of bitter: Two bitters 
and a packet of crisps, please.) 
bitterly /'bitoli/ adv 1. strongly O He bit¬ 
terly regrets what he said. 2. □ bitterly cold 
very cold O It was bitterly cold in the tent. 
bitterness /'bitonos/ noun 1. bitter taste o 
Add some more sugar if you want to hide the 
bitterness of the lemons. 2. angry feelings O 


black box 

His bitterness at being left out of the England 
team was very obvious. 
bitter-sweet /'bito swiit/ adj 1. smelling 
or tasting both bitter and sweet 2. causing 
feelings of both happiness and sadness 
bitty /'biti/ adj made up of unconnected 
parts (NOTE: bitty - bittier - bittiest) 
bitumen /'bitjumon/ noun a black sub¬ 
stance which comes from petrol 
bivouac /'bivuaek/ noun a simple shelter 
made from branches and leaves ■ verb to 
camp out in the open without a tent (NOTE: 
bivouacking - bivouacked) 
bizarre /bi'za:/ adj very strange. Synonym 
peculiar. Antonym ordinary 
blab /blaeb/ verb to tell someone a secret 
(informal) (NOTE: blabbing - blabbed) 

® black /blaek/ adj 1. having a very dark 
colour, the opposite to white O a black and 
white photograph O He was wearing a black 
suit. □ I’m in his or her black books he or 
she is annoyed with me 2. having 
dark-coloured skin, especially because of be¬ 
longing to a race whose families are African 
in origin ■ noun 1 . the colour of black o She 
likes to wear black. □ in the black not owing 
anything; in profit O The company went into 
the black last year. O My bank account is still 
in the black. 2. a person whose skin is dark 
coloured, especially someone who belongs to 
a family who came, at one time, from Africa 
■ verb to prevent from doing business in cer¬ 
tain goods or with certain people O Three 
firms were blacked by the government. 
black-and-white /.blaek on 'wait/ adj 1. 
(of an image) not in colour 2. clear-cut and 
simple 

blackball /'blaekboil/ verb to vote against 
someone who wants to join a club 
black belt /'blaek belt/ noun a person who 
has achieved the highest level of skill in an 
activity such as judo, or the belt which repre¬ 
sents this achievement 

<D blackberry /'blaekb(o)ri/ noun 1. a 
small black fruit that grows on a bush O For 
dessert we’re having blackberry and apple 
pie. 2. the bush this fruit grows on O We had 
to struggle through blackberry bushes which 
had grown over the path. (NOTE: A wild 
blackberry is also called a bramble. The 
plural is blackberries.) 

<D blackbird /'blaekb3:d/ noun a common 
garden bird with black feathers and a yellow 
beak 

<D blackboard /'blaekboid/ noun a dark 
board which you can write on with chalk, es¬ 
pecially on the wall of a classroom 
black box /blaek 'bnks/ noun a piece of 
equipment carried in an aircraft which re¬ 
cords what happens during a flight, including 
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conversations between pilots and the control 
tower 

black cab /bkek 'kasb/ noun a London taxi 
<S> blackcurrant /bkek'kAront/ noun 1. a 
small black fruit which is usually eaten 
cooked O a jar of blackcurrant jam O The 
blackcurrants need more sugar - they’re 
very sour. 2. the small bush this fruit grows 
on O I planted six blackcurrants in the 
garden. 

black economy /blaek I'konomi/ noun 
the illegal buying and selling of goods and 
services which allows people to avoid paying 
taxes 

blacken /'blaekon/ verb to make black □ to 
blacken someone’s reputation to say things 
which harm someone’s reputation O In order 
to blacken his reputation, the newspapers 
said that he was having an affair with his 
secretary. 

black eye /blaek 'ai/ noun bruising and 
swelling around an eye, caused by a blow 
blackhead /'blaekhed/ noun a blocked 
area which shows up as a very small black 
dot on the skin 

black hole /blaek 'haul/ noun an area in 
space which pulls light into it 
black ice /blaek 'ais/ noun a dangerous 
layer of thin ice on a road 
blackleg /'blaekleg/ noun an employee 
who goes on working when there is a strike 
blacklist /'blacklist/ noun a list of things or 
people that are not approved of O His name is 
on the blacklist. ■ verb to put someone or 
something on a blacklist O The company has 
been blacklisted by the government. 
black magic /blaek 'maed3ik/ noun magic 
used for evil purposes 

blackmail /'blaekmeil/ verb 1. to threaten 
to do something harmful to someone unless 
they do what you want O They tried to black¬ 
mail the government into releasing prisoners 
of war. 2. to make someone give you money 
by threatening to tell people a secret that they 
have O Her former cook tried to blackmail 
her. ■ noun the act of blackmailing o The 
government will not give in to terrorist black¬ 
mail. Synonym extortion 
blackmailer /'blaekmeilo/ noun a person 
who blackmails someone 
black mark /blaek 'ma:k/ noun a bad 
report 

black market /blaek 'maikit/ noun buy¬ 
ing and selling goods in a way which is not 
allowed by law 

black marketeer /blaek maiko'tiio/ noun 
a person who sells things on the black market 
blackness /'blaeknos/ noun the state of 
being completely black or dark 
black out /.blaek 'aut/ verb 1. to become 
unconscious O I suddenly blacked out and I 


can’t remember anything more. 2. to make 
all the lights switch off over a large area O 
The storm blacked out half the town. 
blackout /'blaekaut/ noun 1. an occasion 
on which you become unconscious O He 
must have had a blackout while driving. 2. a 
period when there is no electricity, or when 
there are no lights O The snowstorm caused a 
blackout. 

black pepper /blaek 'pepo/ noun pepper 
from whole dried pepper seeds (NOTE: Pep¬ 
per from berries which have had the outer 
layer removed is white pepper.) 
black sheep /blaek 'Ji:p/ noun □ the 
black sheep of the family the member of the 
family who behaves badly O Everyone 
turned up for the funeral except Eugene, the 
black sheep of the family. 
blacksmith /'blaeksmiB/ noun 1. a person 
who works with red-hot iron, making it into 
different shapes with a hammer O She asked 
the blacksmith to make her a new garden 
gate. 2. a person who repairs and fits horse¬ 
shoes O The blacksmith was shoeing a horse. 
black spot /'blaek spot/ noun a place on a 
road where accidents often happen 
black tie /blaek 'tai/ noun a formal style of 
dress for men that includes a smart black 
jacket and a black bow tie 
bladder /'blaedo/ noun 1. the bag-shaped 
organ inside the body where urine collects 
before being passed out of the body o She is 
taking antibiotics for a bladder infection. 2. 
any bag-shaped organ inside the body 3. a 
light bag full of air inside a football O The 
nail went right through the football and 
pierced the bladder. 

<D blade /bleid/ noun 1. a sharp cutting part 
O the blades of a pair of scissors O Be care¬ 
ful - that knife has a very sharp blade. 2. a 
thin leaf of grass O She sat in the shade of an 
apple tree, chewing a blade of grass. 3. the 
flat part at the end of a long piece of wood, 
used for pushing a boat along 4. one arm of a 
propeller O His arm was severed by a propel¬ 
ler blade. 

blah /bla:/ noun boring talk or writing (in¬ 
formal) 

® blame /bleim/ noun criticism for having 
done something wrong O I’m not going to 
take the blame for something I didn ’t do. □ to 
get the blame for to be accused of o Who 
got the blame for breaking the window? - 
Me, of course! ■ verb □ to blame someone 
for something, to blame something on 
someone to say that someone is responsible 
for something O Blame my sister for the aw¬ 
ful food, not me. O He blamed the accident 
on the bad weather. □ I don’t blame you I 
think you’re right to do that O I don’t blame 
you for being annoyed, when everyone else 
got a present and you didn’t. □ you have 
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only yourself to blame no one else is respon¬ 
sible for what happened O You have only 
yourself to blame if you missed the chance of 
a free ticket. □ to be to blame for to be re¬ 
sponsible for something O The manager is to 
blame for the bad service. 
blameless /'bleimlos/ adj not guilty. Syn¬ 
onym innocent 

blameworthy /'bleimw3idi/ adj deserving 
to be blamed for something. Synonym 

responsible 

blanch /blaintJV verb 1. to cook for a short 
time in boiling water O Blanch the asparagus 
for two minutes. 2. to put fruit or vegetables 
in boiling water to remove the skin O Blanch 
the tomatoes first. O Almonds should be 
blanched before being roasted and salted. 3. 
to cover growing plants so that they become 
white O Celery needs to be blanched by cov¬ 
ering it with earth to get really white stems. 
4. to turn white with shock or worry o She 
blanched at the news. 

bland /blaend/ adj 1 . dull and boring; and 
often not giving any information O He gave a 
bland reply. 2. without much flavour O Some 
people don’t like avocados because they find 
them too bland. O The sauce needs more 
herbs - it’s far too bland. 
blandishments /'bkendijmonts/ plural 
noun nice things that people say to you to try 
and make you do what they want 
(D blank /blaeqk/ adj 1. (of papei) with no 
writing on it O She took a blank piece of pa¬ 
per and drew a map. 2. □ he looked blank 
he didn’t seem to Imow anything about it O 
When she mentioned the money he owed, he 
just looked blank. □ blank cassette or tape a 
cassette or tape which has nothing recorded 
on it ■ noun 1. an empty space on a piece of 
paper O Just fill in the blanks on the form. 2. 
□ my mind is a blank I can’t remember any¬ 
thing about it □ to draw a blank to get no re¬ 
sult O When she tried to trace her father, she 
drew a blank. 3. same as blank cartridge o 
The police fired blanks into the crowd ofpro¬ 
testers. t point-blank 

blank cartridge /blaegk 'ka:trid 3 / noun a 
cartridge from a gun which does not have a 
bullet in it 

blank cheque /bkeqk 'tjek/ noun 1. a 
cheque which has not been filled in O a book 
of blank cheques 2. a cheque which has been 
signed, but without any details O Her father 
gave her a blank cheque for her birthday and 
told her to fill in any amount she liked. 3. to¬ 
tal freedom to do anything O The planners 
have been given a blank cheque to do what 
they like with the town centre. 

(D blanket /'blaeqkit/ noun 1. a thick cover 
which you put over you to keep warm O He 
woke up when the blankets fell off the bed. O 
She wrapped the children up in blankets to 


keep them warm. 2. a thick layer O A blanket 
of snow covered the fields. O The motorway 
was covered in a blanket of fog. ■ verb to 
cover with something O The whole area was 
blanketed with snow. 

blanket refusal /.blasrjkit ri'fjuiz(9)l/ 
noun a general refusal to accept various 
things 

blankly /'blasqkli/ adv not showing any 
reaction 

blank out /.bkeqk 'aut/ verb to cover up 
something which has been written or drawn 
blank verse /blaerjk 'v3is/ noun poetry 
which does not rhyme 

blare /bleo/ noun a loud unpleasant noise o 
The blare of car horns in the street outside 
our hotel. ■ verb to make a loud unpleasant 
noise O The night club has music blaring 
away in the middle of the night. O He drives 
around with his radio blaring. 
blase /'blaizei/ adj with an attitude sug¬ 
gesting that you do not care. Synonym non¬ 
chalant. Antonym concerned 
blasphemy /'blaesfomi/ noun being rude 
about God, religion or established principles 
blast /blaist/ noun 1. an explosion o Sev¬ 
eral windows were shattered by the blast. 2. 
a strong current of wind O an icy blast from 
the north 3. a sharp loud sound from a signal 
or whistle O Three blasts of the alarm means 
that passengers should go on deck. 4. □ go¬ 
ing full blast going at full power O They kept 
the heating going full blast even in summer. 
■ verb 1. to destroy with a bomb or bullets o 
The burglars blasted their way into the safe. 
O They blasted their way out of the police 
trap. 2. to spoil O The accident blasted his 
hopes of a sporting career. 
blasted /'blaistid/ adj used to express an¬ 
noyance (dated) 

blast furnace /'blaist ,f3ims/ noun a 
large oven where hot air is blown onto rock 
containing iron until the iron melts and flows 
out 

blast off /.blaist 'of/ verb (of a spacecraft) 
to leave the ground O The rocket blasted off 
from Cape Canaveral yesterday morning. 
blast-off /'bla ist Df/ noun the time when a 
spacecraft takes off 

blatant /'bleit(3)nt/ adj obviously bad 
blatantly /'bleit(3)ntli/ adv in an obvi¬ 
ously bad way 

blaze /bleiz/ noun 1. a large bright fire o 
Five fire engines were called to the blaze. □ a 
blaze of colour a mass of very bright colours 
O The garden is a blaze of colour. 2. □ to 
work like blazes to work very hard (dated) 
3. a white mark made by cutting away the 
outer layer of a tree 4. a white mark on the 
forehead of an animal ■ verb 1. to bum 
fiercely O The camp fire was blazing and ev- 
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eryone sang songs. 2. □ to blaze a trail to 
mark a path by cutting the bark on trees; to be 
the first to do something 
blaze away /bleiz o'wei/ verb to shoot at 
someone continuously for a period of time 
blazer /'bleizo/ noun a jacket, often with a 
badge to show that the person wearing it be¬ 
longs to a particular school or club 
blazing /'bleizirj/ adj 1 . burning strongly o 
They sat around the blazing bonfire. 2. □ a 
blazing row a big argument O I walked into 
the middle of a blazing row between the MD 
and John. 

bleach /bliitjv noun a chemical substance 
which cleans things and kills harmful bacte¬ 
ria O She poured bleach into the toilet. O 
Even a sm all drop of bleach will remove col¬ 
our. O Do not use bleach on this material. ■ 
verb to remove colour from something o 
He’s bleached his hair. O Her hair was 
bleached by the sun. 

bleak /blfik/ adj 1 . cold and unpleasant o 
The path led across bleak mountains. 2. 
showing no sign of hope O She gave him a 
bleak stare. O With no qualifications, his job 
prospects are bleak. 

bleary-eyed /.bliri 'aid/ arty with eyes half 
closed from lack of sleep 
bleat /blfit/ noun a sound made by a sheep 
or goat O We heard a faint bleat from the 
corner of the field and found an injured 
lamb. ■ verb 1 . to make the sound that sheep 
and goats make O The lambs were bleating in 
the snow. 2. to complain in a annoying voice 
O What’s he bleating on about? 
bled /bled/ C> bleed 

bleed /bifid/ verb to lose blood o His chin 
bled after he cut himself while shaving. O 
He was bleeding heavily from his wound. 

(NOTE: bleeding - bled /bled/) ■ noun i> 

nosebleed 

bleeding /'blfidirj/ noun loss of blood from 
the body O The first thing was to try to stop 
the bleeding. ■ arty awful ( informal) o Stop 
that bleeding noise! 

bleep /blfip/ noun a short high electronic 
sound made by a computer, radio, etc. O The 
computer made a bleep and the screen went 
blank. O The printer will make a bleep when 
it runs out of paper. Synonym beep ■ verb 
1 . (of a machine) to make a short high elec¬ 
tronic sound O Excuse me a moment, my 
pager has just bleeped. 2. to call someone on 
a mobile phone or bleeper O Doctor Jenkins 
has just been bleeped. } beep 
bleeper /'blfipo/ noun a piece of equipment 
which makes a bleep to warn you of some¬ 
thing. Synonym pager 
blemish /'blemiJV noun an unwanted mark 
on something O There were no blemishes on 
her skin. O The fine for speeding is a blemish 
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on his otherwise clean driving licence. ■ 
verb to spoil something ( formal) o Being ar¬ 
rested for theft blemished his reputation. 
Synonym damage 

blend /blend/ noun a mixture o different 
blends of coffee ■ verb 1 . to mix o Blend the 
eggs, milk and flour together. 2. (of colours) 
to go well together o The grey curtains blend 
with the pale wallpaper. 
blender /'blendo/ noun a piece of kitchen 
equipment for mixing different foods to¬ 
gether thoroughly. Synonym mixer 
(D bless /bles/ verb 1. to make holy by 
prayers, etc. O The church was blessed by the 
bishop. 2. to bring happiness or good things 
to someone or something O Their marriage 
was blessed with two fine sons. □ bless you 
said when someone sneezes o Bless you! 3. 

□ I’m blessed. I’ll be blessed showing sur¬ 
prise (dated) (NOTE: [all senses] blessing - 
blessed /blest/) 

blessed /'blesid/ arty 1. protected by God 
O the church of the Blessed Virgin Mary 2. 
annoying O The blessed engine won’t start! 

<D blessing /'blesir)/ noun 1. a prayer 
which blesses people or things o The priest 
gave his blessing to the congregation. 2. □ to 
give your blessing to something to approve 
something officially O The chairman gave 
his blessing to the new design. 3. something 
which brings happiness O She enjoyed the 
blessings of good health and a happy family. 

□ it was a blessing in disguise it was a good 
thing, even if at first it seemed bad O 
Breaking his leg was a blessing in disguise - 
it meant he could spend more time studying. 

□ it’s a mixed blessing it has both advan¬ 
tages and disadvantages O Automation can 
be a mixed blessing - machines usually tend 
to be out of order when you need them most. 

® blew /blu:/ 1 > blow 

blight /blait/ noun a disease that attacks 
plants O You will need to spray your trees 
against apple blight. ■ verb to spoil o 
Knowing that she would have to go into hos¬ 
pital when she got back blighted her holiday. 
Synonym ruin 

® blind /blaind/ arty 1 . not able to see o He 
went blind in his early forties. (NOTE: Some 
people avoid this word as it can cause of¬ 
fence and prefer terms such as visually im¬ 
paired or partially sighted.) □ to turn a 
blind eye to something not to pay any atten¬ 
tion to something bad, even if you know it 
exists O We turn a blind eye to minor cases of 
theft in the office. 2. none at all O He didn’t 
pay a blind bit of notice to the regulations. O 
It didn’t make a blind bit of difference. ■ 
noun 1 . a covering over a window that can be 
pulled up and down O They must still be 
asleep - their blinds are closed. O He pulled 
down the blind to keep out the sun. 2. □ the 
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blind people who cannot see o The town hall 
has excellent facilities for the blind. ■ verb 
to make someone unable to see O She was 
blinded by the bright lights of the oncoming 
cars. ■ adv □ flying blind flying an aircraft, 
using the instruments only 
blind alley /blaind 'asli/ noun 1. a path 
which is closed off at one end 2. a job or po¬ 
sition with no opportunity for progress 
blind date /blaind 'deit/ noun a social 
meeting arranged with someone you do not 
know 

blindfold /'blaindfould/ noun a cloth put 
over someone’s eyes to prevent them from 
seeing O Her kidnappers did not let her take 
off the blindfold. ■ verb to put a blindfold 
over someone’s eyes to prevent them from 
seeing O He was blindfolded and bundled 
into the back of a car. ■ adv wearing a blind¬ 
fold O I could find my way round London 
blindfold. 

blinding /'blaindip/ adj so bright or strong 
as to stop you seeing properly 
blindly /'blaindli/ adv without being able 
to see 

blind man’s buff /.blaind maenz 'blAf/ 
noun a children’s game, where one person 
wears a blindfold and tries to catch the others 
blindness /'blaindnos/ noun the state of 
not being able to see O The disease can cause 
blindness. (NOTE: Some people avoid this 
term as it can cause offence and prefer vi¬ 
sual impairment.) 

blind spot /'blainspot/ noun an area at the 
side of a vehicle which the driver cannot see 
in the mirrors 

® blink /blipk/ noun 1. the action of 
quickly shutting and opening your eyes O He 
heard the news without a blink. 2. □ on the 
blink not working, out of action ( informal) o 
The telephone’s on the blink. ■ verb 1. to 
close your eyes very quickly o He blinked 
when the light was switched on. O She 
watched the bull come towards her without 
blinking. 2. (of lights) to go on and off O The 
alarm light is blinking. 
blinkered /'blirjkod/ adj 1 . not interested 
in unusual things or ideas 2. with blinkers on 
blinkers /'blipkoz/ plural noun shades 
which cover the sides of a horse’s eyes, to 
prevent it looking sideways o Our horse 
seems less nervous if it has blinkers. (NOTE: 
The US term is blinders.) 
blip /blip/ noun 1 . a small flashing dot on a 
computer screen O A blip appeared on the 
radar screen. 2. a temporary bad result O We 
hope that this month’s bad export figures are 
only a blip. 

bliss /blis/ noun great happiness. Synonym 
ecstasy. Antonym despair (NOTE: no 
plural) 


blockbuster 

blissful /'blisf(o)l/ adj very pleasant or 
happy 

blister /'blisto/ noun a swelling on the skin 
containing liquid, caused by rubbing or burn¬ 
ing, or by a disease such as chickenpox O / 
can’t run - I’ve got a blister on my heel. ■ 
verb to make a swelling on a surface o The 
heat had blistered the paint. O His hands 
were blistered in the fire. 
blistering /'blist(9)rir)/ adj 1 . very hot o 
Walking in the blistering desert is impossi¬ 
ble. 2. very fast O The defence could not keep 
up with blistering pace of the winger. 3. (of 
criticism) very strong o His blistering attack 
on his host bewildered everyone present. 
blithe /blaid/ adj not worrying about 
anything 

blithely /'blaidli/ adv without worrying 
about anything 

blitz /blits/ noun 1 . bombing by planes o 
She was born during the London Blitz. 2. □ 
to have a blitz on something to make a sud¬ 
den effort to do something (informal) o We ’ll 
have to have a blitz on this pile of orders. ■ 
verb to bomb something o The factories 
were blitzed by the enemy bombers. 
blizzard /'blizod/ noun a snowstorm with 
strong wind 

bloated /'bloutid/ adj 1. fatter or fuller 
than usual O After the Indian meal she felt 
bloated. 2. swollen with air O Bloated 
corpses lay in the streets. 
blob /blob/ noun a small spot of sticky stuff 
or thick liquid 

bloc /blok/ noun a political group of states. 
Synonym alliance 

(D block /blok/ noun 1. a large building o 
They live in a block of flats. 2. US a section 
of buildings surrounded by streets O He lives 
two blocks away. 3. a large piece O Blocks of 
ice were floating in the river. 4. a group of 
things together O They booked a block of 
seats in the middle of the plane. ■ verb to 
prevent something passing along something 
O The pipe is blocked with dead leaves, o 
The crash blocked the road for hours. O 
What can I take for my blocked nose? Syn¬ 
onym obstruct 

blockade /blD'keid/ noun preventing sup¬ 
plies arriving O The fishermen decided that a 
blockade of their harbour would help them in 
their fight with the EU. ■ verb to prevent 
supplies coming in O The fleet blockaded the 
port for several months. 
blockage /'blokid 3 / noun something 
which blocks; the state of being blocked. 
Synonym obstruction 
blockbuster /'blokbASto/ noun a very 
successful big book or film 


block capitals 75 

block capitals /,blok 'kaepit(3)lz/ plural 
noun capital letters, e.g. letters written as A, 

B, C, or D rather than a, b, c or d 
block up /,bk>k 'Ap/ verb to close a hole 
with something. Synonym stop up 
©bloke /bbuk/ noun a man ( informal ) 

© blond /blond/ adj fair, or with fair hair. 
Synonym fair-haired 

© blonde /blond/ adj fair, or with fair hair 
O She has lovely long blonde hair. ■ noun a 
woman with fair hair O He came to the party 
with a gorgeous blonde. 

<D blood /blAd/ noun the red liquid in the 
body, formed of red and white cells 
blood bank /'blAd basrjk/ noun a place 
where blood is stored until it is needed by 
hospitals 

bloodbath /'blAdba:0/ noun an attack that 
leads to a lot of deaths and injuries. Synonym 

massacre 

blood clot /'blAd klot/ noun a soft mass of 
thick blood in a vein or an artery 
bloodcurdling /'blAdk3:dlir)/ adj very 
frightening. Synonym terrifying. Antonym 
comforting 

blood donor /'blAd ,douno/ noun a per¬ 
son who gives his or her blood so that it can 
be used in medical operations 
blood group /'blAd gru:p/ noun one of 
the types into which all blood falls 
COMMENT: Blood is classified in various 
ways. The most common classifications are 
by factors in the red blood corpuscles (fac¬ 
tors A and B) and by the Rhesus factor. 
Blood can therefore have either factor 
(Group A and Group B), or both factors 
(Group AB) or neither factor (Group O), and 
each of these groups can be Rhesus nega¬ 
tive or positive. 

bloodhound /'blAdhaund/ noun a large 
dog which can follow a trail by its sense of 
smell 

bloodless /'bLvdlos/ adj 1. without vio¬ 
lence 2. pale and unhealthy-looking 3. lack¬ 
ing in human emotion 

blood poisoning /'bUd ,pDiz(o)nir)/ 
noun a condition caused by bacteria in the 
blood. Also called septicaemia, toxaemia 
© blood pressure /'bUd .prejo/ noun 
the pressure at which someone’s heart pumps 
blood 

bloodshed /'bUdJed/ noun a situation 
which involves killing people. Synonym car¬ 
nage (NOTE: no plural) 
bloodshot /'blAdJ'ot/ adj (of the eyes) red 
bloodsports /'bLvdspoits/ plural noun 
sports which involve killing animals 
bloodstain /'blAdstein/ noun a red mark 
of blood on a surface 

bloodstained /'blAdsteind/ adj covered 
with bloodstains 


blossom 

bloodstream /'blAdstriim/ noun the flow 
of blood round the body 
bloodsucker /'bLvdsAko/ noun 1. an ani¬ 
mal such as a leech which sucks blood O Af¬ 
ter walking through the jungle she found 
several bloodsuckers on her legs. 2. a person 
who tries to make you spend a lot of money 
O These banks are just bloodsuckers. 
blood test /'blAd test/ noun a laboratory 
test of a small amount of blood to see what it 
contains 

bloodthirsty /'blAd03:sti/ adj 1. cruel 2. 
full of details about people killing or injuring 
each other. Synonym cruel 
blood transfusion /'bUd traens- 
,fju:3(3)n/ noun an act of putting blood 
which has been given by another person into 
a patient’s body 

blood type /'blAd taip / noun the grouping 
of blood into a certain type 
blood vessel /'blAd ,ves(o)l/ noun 1. any 
tube, artery or vein, which carries blood 
round the body O The wound is bleeding pro¬ 
fusely because a blood vessel has been cut. 2. 
□ to burst a blood vessel to get violently an¬ 
gry O The boss will burst a blood vessel when 
he hears the news. 

© bloody /'bUdi/ adj 1 . with much blood o 
a bloody battle 2. covered with blood O After 
the fight his face was all bloody. ■ adj, adv 
used as a mild swear word to express anger 
and anoyance ( informal) o Stop that bloody 
noise! 

bloody-minded /.bLvdi 'maindid/ adj de¬ 
liberately unhelpful (informal). Synonym 

uncooperative 

bloom /bluim/ noun 1. a flower □ the ap¬ 
ple trees are in full bloom the apple trees 
are covered in flowers 2. the soft, smooth 
skin of a peach, or the dust on the skin of a 
grape 3. □ the bloom of youth the healthy 
appearance of a young person O She is not 
exactly in the first bloom of youth. 4. a layer 
of algae covering the surface of water ■ verb 
1. to produce flowers 2. to be very healthy O 
The country’s economy is blooming. 
bloomer /'blu:mo/ noun a mistake 
bloomers /'bluimoz/ plural noun 
old-fashioned wide knickers 
blooming /'bluimig/ adj 1. full of bright¬ 
ness and life O She’s positively blooming. 2. 
awful (informal) o It’s a blooming shame 
that his mother won’t let him come out to 
play football! 

blossom /'blDs(3)m/ noun the mass of 
flowers on trees O The hedges are covered 
with hawthorn blossom. O The trees are in 
full blossom. Synonym flower ■ verb 1. to 
flower O The roses were blossoming round 
the cottage door. 2. to be very healthy or 


blot 
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happy o She’s blossomed since she got 
married. 

blot /blDt/ noun a drop of ink o The boy 
with blots of ink on his shirt is my kid 
brother. O The painting he sent to the art 
show was just a series of coloured blots. ■ 
verb 1 . to apply blotting paper to wet ink to 
dry it 2. □ he blotted his copybook he ru¬ 
ined his reputation O He blotted his copybook 
when he was found kissing the chairman’s 
wife. (NOTE: blotting - blotted) 
blotch /blotjy noun a large area of colour. 
Synonym blot 

blotchy /'blDtJi/ adj {of the face) covered 
with red marks (NOTE: blotchy - blotchier 
- blotchiest) 

blot out /,blDt 'aut/ verb to hide something 
completely 

(D blouse /blauz/ noun a woman’s shirt 
® blow /blou/ noun 1. a knock or punch o 
He received a blow to the head in the fight. 2. 
a shock, which comes from bad news O The 
election result was a blow to the government. 
■ verb 1. to make air move o The wind had 
been blowing hard all day. O Blow on your 
soup if it’s too hot. □ to blow your nose to 
clear a blocked nose by blowing down it into 
a handkerchief O She has a cold and keeps 
having to blow her nose. 2. □ to blow a fuse 
to bum out a fuse by making too much elec¬ 
tricity flow through it (NOTE: blowing - 
blew /blu:/ - has blown /bloun/) 

3) blow away /.blou o'wei/ verb 1. to go 
away by blowing O His hat blew away. 2. to 
make something go away by blowing O The 
wind will blow the fog away. 
blow-by-blow /,btau bai 'blou/ adj de¬ 
scribing an event in great detail 
3) blow down /.blou 'daun/ verb 1. to 
make something fall down by blowing O Six 
trees were blown down in the storm. 2. to fall 
down by blowing O The school fence has 
blown down. 

blow-dry /,btau 'drai/ verb to dry some¬ 
one’s hair with a hair drier (NOTE: 
blow-dried) ■ noun the act of drying hair 
with a hair drier O I went to have a shampoo 
and blow-dry. 

blowlamp /'bloulaemp/ noun a piece of 
equipment with a strong gas flame for re¬ 
moving old paint 
(D blown /bbun/ 0 blow 
® blow off /,bbu 'Df/ verb to make some¬ 
thing go away by blowing 
® blow out /,bbu 'aut/ verb to make 
something go out by blowing O She blew out 
the candles on her birthday cake. Synonym 
extinguish 

blowout /'bbuaut/ noun 1. a very large 
meal ( informal ) 2. the bursting of a tyre 
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blow over /,bbu buvo/ verb 1. {of a 
storm or an argument) to end o We hope the 
quarrel will soon blow over. 2. to knock 
something down by blowing O The gale blew 
over several trees. 

blowtorch /'bbutoitj/ noun same as 

blowlamp 

® blow up /,bbu 'Ap/ verb 1. to make 
something get bigger by blowing into it O He 
blew up balloons for the party. O Your front 
tyre needs blowing up. 2. to destroy some¬ 
thing with explosives O The soldiers blew up 
the railway bridge. 3. to make a photograph 
bigger O The article was illustrated with a 
blown-up picture of the little girl and her 
stepfather. 4. to make something seem more 
important than it really is O The story has 
been blown up by the papers. 

BLT abbr a bacon, lettuce and tomato 
sandwich 

blubber /'bLvbo/ noun the fat of a whale or 
seal O Whales were killed and their blubber 
melted down. ■ verb to cry noisily O Stop 
blubbering, it’s only a little scratch. 
bludgeon /'bLu^on/ noun a heavy stick 
for hitting O Bands of rioters carrying blud¬ 
geons and axes roamed the streets. ■ verb 1 . 
to beat with a heavy stick O The young stu¬ 
dent was bludgeoned and left for dead. O The 
rioters bludgeoned him to the ground. 2. □ to 
bludgeon someone into doing something to 
force someone to do something o He was 
bludgeoned into agreeing with the proposal. 
(J) blue /blu:/ adj 1. coloured like the colour 
of the sky O He wore a pale blue shirt. O 
They live in the house with the dark blue 
door. O All their children have got blue eyes. 
2. sad O When you ’re feeling blue just sing a 
song and you ’ll feel better. ■ noun 1 . the col¬ 
our of the sky O She was dressed all in blue. 
O Have you a cloth of a darker blue than 
this? □ the boys in blue the police {informal) 
2. □ out of the blue suddenly o Out of the 
blue came an offer of a job in Australia. | 
bolt 

bluebell /'bluibel/ noun a wild plant with 
blue flowers like a series of little bells 
blueberry /'blu:b(o)ri/ noun a wild fruit, 
which is dark blue when ripe, eaten raw with 
sugar and cream, or cooked in pies and jams 
(NOTE: The plural is blueberries.) 
blue-blooded /,blu: 'bUdid/ adj from a 
royal or upper-class family 
bluebottle /'blu:,bDtl/ noun a large buzz¬ 
ing fly with a shiny dark blue body 
blue cheese /blu: 'tji:z/ noun a cheese 
with blue mould in it 

blue chip shares /'blu: tjhp 'Jeoz/, blue 
chips /'blu: tjips/ plural noun low-risk 
shares in good companies 


blue-eyed boy 

blue-eyed boy /,blu: aid 'boi/ noun a 
person whom someone likes more than any¬ 
one else ( informal) 

blue jeans /'blu: d 3 i:nz/ plural noun pop¬ 
ular blue trousers made of denim, a type of 
strong cotton (NOTE: usually called jeans) 
blue moon /blu: 'mu:n/ noun □ once in a 

blue moon very rarely O I only see them 
once in a blue moon. 

blueprint /'bluiprint/ noun 1. a photo¬ 
graphic print of a plan which consists of blue 
lines on a white background or white lines on 
a blue background O Here's the blueprint of 
the new engine. 2. a plan for doing something 
O The deal will act as a blueprint for future 
cooperation. 

(D blues /bluiz/ plural noun sad songs from 
the southern US O Bessie Smith, the great 
blues singer. Synonym sadness. Antonym 
happiness 

blue whale /blu: 'well/ noun a very large 
whale, the largest mammal that exists 
bluff /bUf/ noun 1 . a threat to do something 
which you know you will not carry out O 
Don’t believe what he says, it ’s all just bluff. 
□ to call someone’s bluff to show that some¬ 
one is lying o He said he would blow up the 
building but the police called his bluff. 2. a 
steep hill made of rock O The soldiers 
climbed the bluff and found the enemy wait¬ 
ing for them on top. ■ adj direct, and not very 
sensitive o He’s a bluff individual, but you 
can trust what he says. ■ verb to do some¬ 
thing by tricking someone O He said he was 
a naval officer, but he was just bluffing. Syn¬ 
onym trick □ to bluff your way to get some¬ 
where by pretending to be someone O He 
bluffed his way into the first-class cabin. 
bluish /'blunJV adj of a colour that is close 
to blue 

blunder /'bLvndo/ noun a careless or 
embarrassing mistake O A dreadful blunder 
by the goalkeeper allowed their opponents to 
equalise. O What a blunder, to ask her to din¬ 
ner at the same time as her ex-husband! Syn¬ 
onym mistake ■ verb to make a careless or 
embarrassing mistake O He blundered badly 
when he made the deal with the Chinese 
company. 

blundering / l blAnd(o)rip/ adj clumsy 
blunt /bLvnt/ adj 1. not sharp o He tried to 
cut the meat with a blunt knife. 2 . almost rude 
O His blunt manner made people think he 
was being rude. ■ verb to make something 
blunt O Using the knife to open tins has 
blunted it. 

bluntly /'bUnth/ adv in a direct way that 
may upset people. Synonym frankly. Ant¬ 
onym indirectly □ to put it bluntly to say 

something clearly O To put it bluntly, you ’re 
just no good at your job. 


board game 

blur /bbi/ noun an unclear image o He was 
hit on the head, and everything became a 
blur. O You must have moved - the photo¬ 
graph is just a blur. ■ verb to become un¬ 
clear, to make unclear O His vision became 
blurred. (NOTE: blurring - blurred) 
blurb /bl3:b/ noun a short piece of text on 
something which is for sale, encouraging to 
you buy it 

blurred /bl3:d/ adj not clear 
blurt out /,bl3:t 'aut/ verb to give away a 
secret suddenly, without intending to 
blush /blAj*/ noun 1. a red colour of the skin 
O the blush of a peach O A blush tinged her 
cheeks pink. 2. □ at first blush at first sight 
O At first blush, the deal looks a good one. ■ 
verb to go red in the face because you are 
ashamed or embarrassed O She blushed when 
he spoke to her. 

blusher /'blAjo/ noun pink or red colouring 
applied to the cheeks 

bluster /'bLvsto/ noun 1. loud violent talk 
O His threat of legal action is just bluster. 2. 
a sudden strong wind ■ verb 1. to speak 
loudly and angrily O He went blustering on 
about taking us to court. 2. (of wind) to blow 
hard 

blustery /'blAst(o)ri/ adj (of wind) blowing 
strongly. Synonym windy 
BO abbr body odour 

boa constrictor /'bouo kon.strikto/ 
noun a large snake found in South America, 
which kills animals by wrapping itself round 
them and squeezing them 
boar /bo:/ noun a male pig O We have a 
boar and two sows. (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with bore.) 

(D board /bo:d/ noun 1. a long flat piece of 
something such as wood O The floor of the 
bedroom was just bare boards. 2. a black¬ 
board O The teacher wrote on the board. 3. 
food O The price includes board and lodging. 
4. a group of directors O She was asked to 
join the board. O The board meets every 
month. 5. □ to go on board to go on to a 
form of transport such as a ship, train or 
plane O We went on board at 9.30 and the 
ship sailed at 12.00. ■ verb to go on to a 
form of transport such as a ship, train or 
plane O Six passengers boarded at Belgrade. 
O Customs officials boarded the ship in the 
harbour. O The 16.50 train to Paris is now 
ready for boarding at platform 5. 
board and lodging /,bo:d on 'lr>d 3 ir)/ 
noun meals and a place to sleep 
boarder /'bo:do/ noun a pupil who lives at 
his or her school. (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with border.) 

board game /'bo:d geim/ noun any game 
in which players move pieces on a board 
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boarding card /'boidir) 'ka:d/ noun a 
card which allows you to go on board a plane 
boarding house /'boidig haus/ noun a 
house where you pay to live 
boarding pass /'boidig pa:s/ noun same 
as boarding card 

boarding school /’boidir) skuil/ noun a 
school where the children live during term 
time 

boardroom /'boidruim/ noun a room 
where directors meet 

board up /,bo:d 'Ap/ verb to cover things 
such as windows and doors with boards 
boast /boust/ noun the act of talking about 
things that you are proud of O Their proudest 
boast is that they never surrendered. ■ verb 
1. to say how good or successful you are. 
Synonym brag 2. to have something good o 
The house boasts a conservatory and patio. O 
The town boasts an 18-hole golf course. 
boastful /'b3ustf(9)l/ adj saying how good 
or successful you are. Synonym arrogant 
® boat /bout/ noun a small vehicle that peo¬ 
ple use for moving on water O They sailed 
their boat across the lake. O They went to 
Spain by boat. O When is the next boat to 
Calais? □ we’re all in the same boat we’re 
all in the same situation ( informal) O It’s a 
shame about the redundancies, but if the firm 
goes bust we ’ll all be in the same boat. 
boater /'bouto/ noun a flat straw hat 
boating /'boutir)/ noun the activity of go¬ 
ing in small boats for pleasure 
bob /bob/ noun a woman’s or girl’s hair 
style, where the hair is cut fairly short so that 
it is the same length all round O She had her 
hair in a bob. ■ verb to move up and down O 
Pieces of wood were bobbing about on the 
water. (NOTE: bobbing - bobbed) 
bobby /'bobi/ noun a male police officer 
(dated informal) (NOTE: The plural is bob¬ 
bies.) 

bobsleigh /'bDbslei/ noun a vehicle de¬ 
signed for travelling on snow, and used for 
racing down a special track (NOTE: The US 

term is bobsled.) 

bode /baud/ verb □ to bode ill or well to be 
a bad or good sign ( formal) O It bodes ill for 
their project if the local council has refused 
them a grant. 

bodice /'bDdis/ noun the top part of a dress 
bodily /'bodili/ adj referring to the body o 
The main bodily functions are those of im¬ 
portant organs such as the heart, the lungs, 
etc. Synonym physical □ to cause someone 
grievous bodily harm to attack someone, 
causing serious injury ■ adv moving the 
whole of someone’s body at the same time □ 
they carried him out bodily they lifted him 
up and carried him out 


boggle 

® body /'bDdi/ noun 1 . the whole of a per- 
son or of an animal O He had pains all over 
his body. O The dead man’s body was found 
in the river. O Bodies of infected cows were 
burnt in the fields. (NOTE: the plural is bod¬ 
ies.) 2. the main part of an animal or person, 
but not the head and arms and legs O She was 
beaten on the arms and the upper part of her 
body. (NOTE: The plural is bodies.) 3. the 
main part of anything O The car has an all 
aluminium body. O The body of the text is 
printed in black. (NOTE: The plural is bod¬ 
ies.) 4. a group of people O She is a member 
of several environmental bodies. (NOTE: The 
plural is bodies.) 5. strength of flavour o 
The wine has a good body. (NOTE: no plural) 
6. a healthy appearance O The conditioner 
will give your hair body. (NOTE: no plural) 
body blow /'bodi blou/ noun 1. a serious 
disappointment 2. a punch that falls between 
the neck and the waist 

body building /'bDdi ,bildir)/ noun the 
practice of developing the muscles of the 
body through lifting heavy weights and eat¬ 
ing particular foods 

(D bodyguard /'bodigaid/ noun 1. a per¬ 
son who guards someone O The attacker was 
overpowered by the president’s bodyguards. 
2. a group of people who guard someone O 
He has a bodyguard of six people or a 
six-man bodyguard. 

body language /'bodi ,keggwid 3 / noun 
movements of the body which show what 
someone is thinking 

bodywork /'bodiw3:k/ noun the metal 
outer covering of a car 
boffin /'bofin/ noun a scientist or inventor 
( informal ) 

bog /bog/ noun a marshland. Synonym 

swamp 

bog down /,bDg 'daun/ verb (informal) □ 
to get bogged down to get stuck O The nego¬ 
tiations are getting bogged down over the 
question of salaries. 

bogey /'bougi/ noun 1. same as bogey¬ 
man 2. (in golf) using one more stroke than 
the usual number to get the ball into a hole O 
He had a bogey at the fifth hole. 
bogeyman /'bougi.maen/ noun an imagi¬ 
nary creature that frightens children. Also 
called bogey (NOTE: The plural is bogey¬ 
men.) 

boggle /'bDg(o)l/ verb (informal) □ to bog¬ 
gle at something to be unsure about being 
able to do something O He boggled at the 
idea of crossing the Atlantic in such a small 
boat. □ the mind simply boggles I can’t 
imagine how this can be done O When I think 
how much work we have left to do by next 
Friday, my mind simply boggles or it makes 
the mind boggle, t mind-boggling 


bog standard 

bog standard /bog 'staendod/ adj ordi¬ 
nary, or lacking special features 
bogus /'bougos/ adj pretending to be real. 
Synonym false. Antonym genuine 
bohemian /bou'hiimion/ adj referring to a 
relaxed way of life, often considered typical 
of artists O He led a very bohemian existence 
in Paris as a young man. O She brought 
along some of her bohemian friends. Syn¬ 
onym unconventional. Antonym conform¬ 
ist ■ noun a person who lives a very relaxed 
way of life, often thought typical of artists O 
He’s a bohemian at heart, but he has to do a 
proper office job to feed his family. 

(D boil /boil/ verb 1. (of water or other liq¬ 
uid) to form bubbles and change into steam 
or gas because of being heated O Put the egg 
in when you see that the water’s boiling. O 
Don’t let the milk boil. □ bring the water to 
the boil to heat the water until it boils 2. to 
heat a liquid until it changes into steam O 
Can you boil some water so we can make 
tea? 3. to cook food such as vegetables or 
eggs in boiling water O Boil the potatoes in a 
large pan. ■ noun 1. an infected swelling O 
He has a boil on the back of his neck. 2. 
when water is boiling O on the boil 1. con¬ 
tinuing to boil O The kettle’s on the boil. 2. 
being considered actively O The papers kept 
the story ; on the boil for several weeks before 
losing interest. 

boil down /,boil 'daun/ verb 1. to be re¬ 
duced through boiling O Let the sauce boil 
down until it is quite thick. 2. to be reduced to 
O It all boils down to whether he will accept 
the deal now or not. 

(D boiler /'boils/ noun a piece of equipment 
for heating water for a building’s central 
heating system 

boiler suit /'boilo suit/ noun a one-piece 
item of clothing, often worn over other 
clothes. Also called overalls 
(D boiling /'boilirj/ adj 1. which has started 
to boil (i.e. for water, at 100°C) O Put the po¬ 
tatoes in a pan of boiling water. 2. very hot O 
It is boiling in this room. ■ adv same as boil¬ 
ing hot 

@ boiling hot/.boilir) 'hot/ ac/wery hot o 
It was a boiling hot day. 
boiling point /'boilig point/ noun 1. the 
temperature at which a liquid boils, i.e. when 
it turns into steam or gas O 100°C is the boil¬ 
ing point of water. 2. a point at which a situa¬ 
tion becomes very serious o The UN must do 
something quickly because the situation has 
reached boiling point. 

<S> boil over /.boil 'ouvo/ verb (of liquid) to 
rise up when boiling and run over the side of 
the pan 

boisterous /'boist(o)ros/ adj energetic 
and noisy 


bomb 

bold /bould/ adj 1. strong in colour or de¬ 
sign O She likes bold colours. O The wallpa¬ 
per is a bold design of dark green leaves. 2. 
brave O She was bold enough to say ‘no ’ to 
the Prime Minister. O May I be so bold as to 
ask if you are free for dinner this evening? ■ 
noun a printing type with thick black letters 
O The main words in this dictionary are set 
in bold. 

boldly /'bouldli/ adv in a brave way 
boldness /'bouldnos/ noun daring or 
bravery 

bollard /'bolcud/ noun 1. a low post for a 
ship’s rope to be tied to, or one in the road to 
indicate where traffic should go O The police 
have put bollards across the road. 2. a low 
post in the road showing where traffic should 
go 

Bollywood /'boliwud/ noun the Indian 
film industry (informal) 
bolster /'boulsto/ noun a long round pillow 
O You often find bolsters in French hotels. ■ 
verb to make something better or stronger o 
The money from the village fete has bolstered 
the church funds. O Learning that he will be 
out of hospital next week has bolstered his 
spirits. Synonym boost. Antonym 
undermine 

bolt /boult/ noun 1. a long piece of metal 
with a screw, fastened with a nut O The legs 
of the table are secured to the top with bolts. 
2. a long piece of metal which is pushed into 
a hole to bar a door O She peered through the 
window and after a long pause pulled back 
the bolts. 3. a flash of lightning O He had 
taken shelter under a tree that was hit by a 
bolt of lightning. □ it came as a bolt from 
the blue it was a complete surprise 4. □ to 
make a bolt for to rush towards something o 
At the end of the show everyone made a bolt 
for the door. □ to make a bolt for it to run 
away O When the guards weren ’t looking two 
prisoners tried to make a bolt for it. ■ verb 1 . 
to run fast; to escape O the horse bolted 2. to 
fasten something with a bolt O He bolted the 
door when he went to bed. O The tables are 
bolted to the floor. 3. to eat quickly O Don 7 
bolt your food. 

bolt upright /.boult 'Aprait/ adv sitting 
with your back very straight 
(D bomb /bDm/ noun 1. an explosive 
weapon, dropped from an aircraft or placed 
by hand O The bomb was left in a suitcase in 
the middle of the station. O They phoned to 
say that a bomb had been planted in the main 
street. O Enemy aircraft dropped bombs on 
the army base. 2. □ it went like a bomb it 
was very successful (informal) □ it costs a 
bomb it costs a lot of money ■ verb 1. to 
drop bombs on something O Enemy aircraft 
bombed the power station. 2. to go very fast 
O We bombed down the motorway to Bristol. 
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bombard /bom'baid/ verb 1 . to attack 
again and again with heavy guns or bombs O 
The town was bombarded for ten days before 
surrendering. 2. to send again and again O 
He was bombarded with offers of jobs. O She 
was bombarded with letters from the 
solicitors. 

bombardment /bmn'baidmont/ noun an 
attack by heavy guns or bombs 
bomber /'bomo/ noun 1 . a person who puts 
bombs in places in order to blow them up O 
The bombers managed to escape after plant¬ 
ing the bomb. 2. an aircraft for dropping 
bombs O The bombers were out during the 
night, attacking enemy targets. 
bomb scare /'bom skeo/ noun a frighten¬ 
ing announcement that there might be a hid¬ 
den bomb somewhere 

bombshell /'bornfel/ noun a very unpleas¬ 
ant surprise (informal). Synonym shock 
bona fide /.bouno 'faidi/ adj real or true; 
not deceiving. Synonym genuine. Antonym 
bogus 

bona tides /.bouno 'faidiiz/ plural noun 
proof that someone is who they say they are 
bonanza /bo'naenzo/ noun a situation 
where you can make a lot of money 
@ bond /bond/ noun 1. a document show¬ 
ing an investment in which someone lends 
money to the government O Government 
bonds are a very safe form of investment. 2. a 
link between two people O There is a close 
bond between her and her sister. 3. a contract 
o His word is his bond. ■ verb 1. □ to bond 
with someone (of two people) to make a 
psychological link O Some mothers find it 
difficult to bond with their babies. 2. to stick 
together tightly O Cover the two surfaces 
with glue and hold them tightly until they 
bond. 

bondage /'bond^/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing a slave. Synonym slavery 
bonded warehouse /.bondid 'weohaus/ 
noun a place where goods are stored until 
duty is paid 

(D bone /boun/ noun one of the solid pieces 
in the body, which make up the skeleton O 
The bone in the thigh is called the femur. O 
Be careful when you’re eating fish - they 
have lots of little bones. O The two dogs were 
fighting over a bone. □ I’ve got a bone to 
pick with you I want to complain about 
something you have done ■ verb to remove 
bones from meat O a boned leg of lamb 
(NOTE: When taking the bones out of fish, it 
is more usual to say fillet.) 
bone dry /,boun 'drai/ noun extremely dry 
bone idle /,boun 'aid(o)l/ noun com¬ 
pletely lazy 

bone marrow /'boon .maerou/ noun the 
soft substance inside a bone 


booby prize 

bonfire /'bonfaio/ noun an outdoor fire 
Bonfire Night /'bDnfaio nait/ noun 5th 
November, when the attempt by Guy Fawkes 
to blow up the Houses of Parliament in 1605 
is remembered in Britain with fireworks 
bonkers /'borjkoz/ adj (informal) appear¬ 
ing to be crazy or strange. Synonym irratio¬ 
nal. Antonym rational □ to go bonkers to 
go crazy O They sold their big house and 
bought a little caravan - has the family gone 
bonkers? 

(D bonnet /'bonit/ noun 1. a metal cover 
for the front part of a car, covering the engine 
O He lifted up the bonnet and looked at the 
steam pouring out of the engine. (NOTE: The 
US term is hood.) 2. a close-fitting warm hat 
for a baby O Tie her bonnet under her chin. 
3. a close-fitting hat for a woman O Old 
women in black bonnets and shawls sat knit¬ 
ting outside their houses. 
bonny /'boni/ adj good-looking and healthy 
(mainly Scottish) (NOTE: bonnier - 
bonniest) 

bonsai /'bonsai/ noun 1 . the art of growing 
trees in small pots so that they do not grow 
very large 2. a tree grown in this way O We 
have a little bonsai oak that is forty years 
old. 

(D bonus /'bounos/ noun 1. extra money o 
Salesmen earn a bonus if they sell more than 
their quota. 2. an advantage O It was an 
added bonus that the plane arrived early, as 
we were able to catch an earlier bus home. 
(NOTE: The plural is bonuses.) 
bony /'bouni/ adj 1 . thin, with bones which 
you can see easily O She was riding a bony 
horse. O He grabbed her arm with his bony 
hand. 2. with many bones O I don’t like kip¬ 
pers, they’re usually too bony. (NOTE: bon¬ 
ier - boniest) 

boo interj showing that you do not like 
someone such as an actor, singer or politician 
O Everyone shouted ‘boo ’ when he an¬ 
nounced that taxes would have to go up. ■ 
noun an instance of making the sound ‘boo’ 
O The wicked pirate’s appearance was 
greeted with boos and hisses. ■ verb /bu:/ to 
make a ‘boo’ sound to show that you do not 
like someone such as an actor, singer or poli¬ 
tician O The crowd booed the referee. Syn¬ 
onym jeer. Antonym applaud □ she was 
booed off the stage the audience shouted 
‘boo’ so loudly that she had to leave the stage 
boob /buib/ noun 1. a silly mistake O What 
a boob! O He’s made yet another boob! 
(NOTE: The US term is boo-boo.) 2. a 
woman’s breast (informal) o She doesn ’t like 
having big boobs. ■ verb to make a silly mis¬ 
take (informal) o We boobed badly when we 
said we didn’t want to do business with them. 
booby prize /'buibi praiz/ noun a silly 
prize given to the last person in a competition 
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boobytrap /'buibitrasp/ noun a hidden 
bomb 

boobytrapped /'buibitraspt/ adj full of 
boobytraps 

boogie /'buigi/ verb to dance to disco 
music 

CS) book /buk/ noun 1. sheets of printed pa¬ 
per attached together, usually with a stiff 
cover O I’m reading a book on the history of 
London. O He wrote a book about butterflies. 

2. sheets of paper attached together □ a book 
of stamps several stamps attached inside a 
small paper cover □ a book of matches a set 
of cardboard matches attached together in a 
paper cover O He collects books of matches. 

□ book of tickets several tickets fastened to¬ 
gether and sold as a unit O It is cheaper if you 
buy a book of ten tickets. 3. □ I’m in his bad 
books he is annoyed with me ( informal ) o 
Try not to get into the teacher's bad books. ■ 
verb 1. to reserve a place, a seat, a table in a 
restaurant or a room in a hotel, or a holiday O 
We have booked a table for tomorrow eve¬ 
ning at the Thai restaurant. O I want to book 
two seats for Friday evening. O I’m afraid 
the dentist is fully booked until the end of 
next week. O I’m sorry, the concert is sold 
out - all the seats have been booked. □ to 
book someone on or onto a flight to order a 
plane ticket for someone else O I’ve booked 
you on the 10 o’clock flight to New York. 2. 
to charge someone with an offence O The po¬ 
lice officer booked him for speeding. 

@ bookcase /'bukkeis/ noun a cupboard 
with shelves for keeping books 
book club /'buk kLvb/ noun 1. a company 
which sells books by post, often at reduced 
prices 2. a group of people who meet to dis¬ 
cuss books and related subjects 
booked up /,bukt 'Ap/ adj with all rooms 
or seats reserved 

bookie /'buki/ noun same as bookmaker 
( informal ) 

(D booking /'bukir)/ noun an arrangement 
to reserve something such as a seat, hotel 
room or table □ to make a booking to re¬ 
serve something such as a seat, hotel room or 
table O We tried to make a booking for the 
week beginning May 1st, but the hotel was 
full. 

<D booking office /'bukirj ,Dfis/ noun an 
office in a place such as a cinema or a thea¬ 
tre, where you can buy tickets 
book into /,buk 'intu:/ verb to reserve a 
room in a hotel □ to book someone into a 
hotel to reserve a hotel room for someone 
else 

bookkeeper /'bukkiipo/ noun a person 
who keeps the accounts of a company 
bookkeeping /'bukkiipirj/ noun the activ¬ 
ity or job of keeping a company’s accounts 


boost 

(D booklet /'buklot/ noun a book of infor¬ 
mation with only a few pages. Synonym 

brochure 

bookmaker /'bukmeiko/ noun a person 
who takes money from people who want to 
bet on the result of races (NOTE: also often 
called a bookie; the official term is turf 
accountant.) 

bookmark /'bukmaik/ noun 1 . something 
that you put in a book to show the place 
where you stopped reading 2. the address of a 
website or web page, stored for easy access ■ 
verb to list the address of a website or web 
page 

bookseller /'bukselo/ noun a person who 
sells books, or who runs a bookshop 
<D bookshelf /'bukjelf/ noun a shelf for 
keeping books (NOTE: The plural is book¬ 
shelves.) 

(D bookshop /'bukjbp/ noun a shop where 
you can buy books (NOTE: The US term is 

bookstore.) 

book token /'buk toukon/ noun a card 
with an amount of money written on it, 
which can only be used to buy books of that 
value 

bookworm /'bukw3:m/ noun 1. someone 
who enjoys reading books, and reads a lot 2. 
an insect the larvae of which eat books 
© boom /bu:m/ noun 1. an increase in 
wealth O The economy is improving and 
everyone is forecasting a boom for next year. 
2. a loud deep noise, like a bang O There was 
such a loud boom that everyone jumped. 3. a 
long stick for holding a microphone over the 
heads of speakers ■ verb 1 . to become richer; 
to increase O Sales to Europe are booming. 
2. to make a loud deep noise O His voice 
boomed across the square. 
boomerang /'buimorasg/ noun a curved 
piece of wood, invented in Australia, which 
twists as it flies and returns to you when you 
throw it in a special way ■ verb (of a plan) to 
go wrong or turn out exactly the opposite to 
what was expected O The plan boomeranged, 
and he ended up being sued for damages. 
Synonym rebound 

boon /bu:n/ noun a very useful thing o 
The car has been a real boon to her 
since the bus company stopped the service 
to their village. Synonym advantage. Ant¬ 
onym disadvantage 

boor /buo/ noun a rude and badly-behaved 
man (dated). Synonym lout 
boorish /'buoriJV adj rude and badly 
behaved 

boost /buist/ noun help or increase o It 
gave a boost to our sales. ■ verb to help to 
increase something or make something better 
O The TV commercial should boost our sales. 
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booster /'buists/ noun 1. a thing which 
gives extra help or support O Winning the 
competition was a much needed morale 
booster for her. 2. same as booster 
injection 

booster injection /'buistar in- 
,d3ekf(3)n/ noun an extra injection of vac¬ 
cine given some time after the first one so as 
to make sure it is still effective 
booster rocket /'butsts .rokit/ noun a 
powerful engine which gives extra power to a 
spacecraft 

@ boot /bu:t/ noun 1. a strong shoe which 
covers your foot and your ankle O The po¬ 
licemen were wearing long black boots. O 
Put on your boots if you ’re going to dig the 
garden. O Bring walking boots with you as 
we will be climbing in the hills. □ ski boots 
boots to wear when skiing, t wellingtons □ 
the boot is on the other foot the situation is 
just the opposite O He used to terrorise the 
younger staff but now he’s been demoted, 
the boot’s on the other foot. 2. □ to give 
someone the boot to make someone leave 
their job O If he carries on like that he’ll be 
given the boot. 3. the space at the back of a 
car where you can put luggage O Put the 
cases in the boot. O This packing case won’t 
fit into the boot. (NOTE: The US term is 
trunk.) ■ verb 1. □ to boot someone out to 
make someone leave ( informal ) o He was 
booted out of the police force for taking 
bribes. 2. same as boot up 
(D booth /bu:6/ noun 1. a small room or en¬ 
closed space for one person to stand or sit in 
□ ticket booth a place outdoors where a per¬ 
son sells tickets 2. US a section of a business 
fair where a company shows its products or 
services O The American publisher wants us 
to meet him at his booth. (NOTE: The British 
term is stand.) 3. US an enclosed area in a 
restaurant with a table in it O We sat in a 
booth by the bar and listened to the jazz. 
bootleg /'buitleg/ adj sold illegally. Syn¬ 
onym illegal 

bootlegger /'buitlego/ noun a person who 
makes or sells goods illegally 
boot up /,bu:t 'Ap/ verb to make a com¬ 
puter start working 

booty /'buiti/ noun treasure taken by sol¬ 
diers, sailors, etc., during fighting (NOTE: no 
plural) 

booze /buizl ( informal) noun an alcoholic 
drink O He’s too fond of (the) booze to work 
well. (NOTE: no plural) ■ verb to drink alco¬ 
hol O He was out all night boozing with his 
friends. 

bop /bop/ verb 1 . to hit with your hand or 
with something held in your hand 2. to dance 
to popular music O Some of the partygoers 
were still bopping at three o’clock in the 
morning. (NOTE: bopping - bopped) 


Bordeaux /boi'dau/ noun wine from the 
Bordeaux region in the west of France O 
Some Bordeaux would be excellent with the 
venison. O I’ve ordered a bottle of Bordeaux. 

(NOTE: There are both red and white Bor¬ 
deaux wines. Red Bordeaux wine is also 
called claret.) 

(D border /'boida/ noun 1. an imaginary 
line between countries or regions O They 
managed to cross the border into Switzer¬ 
land. O The enemy shelled several border 
towns. O He was questioned by the border 
guards. 2. a pattern around the edge of some¬ 
thing O I don't like the pink border on the 
scarf. ■ verb to be along the edge of some¬ 
thing O The path is bordered with rose 
bushes. 

borderline noun /'boidslain/ a line be¬ 
tween two things. Synonym frontier ■ adj 
just below or just above a limit O a border¬ 
line case 

borderline candidate /.boida.lain 
.kasndi'deit/ noun a person who may have 
only just passed an exam 
borderline case /'boidalain keis/ noun a 
person or thing that is on the dividing line be¬ 
tween two things 

border on /'boidsr on/ verb to be almost 
bore /bo:/ noun 1. a person or thing that 
makes you bored O He went on talking 
non-stop and in the end it became a bit of a 
bore. □ what a bore! what a nuisance 2. a 
dull person who is not very interesting O / 
don’t want to sit next to him, he’s such a 
bore. 3. a measurement of the inside of a pipe 
or gun O a small-bore shotgun (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with boar.) ■ verb 1. to make a 
round hole in something O Bore three holes 
two centimetres apart. 2. to make someone 
bored by what you are saying or doing O I 
won’t bore you with the details of my opera¬ 
tion. 3. > bear 

(D bored /bold/ adj not interested in what is 
happening O You get very bored having to do 
the same work every day. O I’m bored - let’s 
go out to the club. Synonym uninterested. 
Antonym fascinated □ bored with fed up 
with something or someone O I’m bored with 
this programme, can’t we change to another 
channel? 

® boredom /'boidom/ noun the state of 
being bored. Synonym tedium 
borehole /'boihoul/ noun a hole dug in the 
ground to see if there are any minerals or oil. 
Synonym well 

(D boring /'boirig/ adj dull, not interesting 
O I don’t want to watch that boring TV 
programme. Antonym exciting 
(J) born /bo:n/ verb □ to be born to begin to 
live O He’s American-born but was brought 
up in the UK. O He was born in Scotland. O 
She was born in 1956. O The baby was born 
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last week. □ she’s a born comedian she has 
always been very good at telling jokes □ I 
wasn’t born yesterday I’m not as stupid as 
you think ( informal ) t birth 
born-again Christian /,bo:n o.gen 
'knstj’on/ noun a person who has been con¬ 
verted to Christianity, after not having been 
very religious before 
d> borne Iboinl 1 > bear 
<D borough /'bAro/ noun a large town or 
district that is run by an elected council 
(D borrow /'bDrou/ verb 1. to take some¬ 
thing for a short time, usually with the per¬ 
mission of the owner O She borrowed three 
books from the school libraty. O He wants to 
borrow one of my CDs. O Can I borrow your 
car to go to the shops? 2. to take money for a 
time, usually paying interest O He borrowed 
£10 from me and never paid it back. O Com¬ 
panies borrow from banks to finance their 
business. O She borrowed £100,000from the 
bank to buy a flat. Compare lend 
borrower /'bDrouo/ noun a person who 
boiTows something, especially money 
borrowings /'borouirjz/ plural noun 
money which is borrowed O The company 
has borrowings of over £200,000. 
bosom /'buz(3)m/ noun 1. a woman’s 
breasts 2. □ in the bosom of among O He re¬ 
tired to live in the bosom of his family. 
bosom companion /,buz(o)m kam- 
'paenjan/, bosom friend /'buz(a)m frend/ 
noun a great friend 

(D boss /bos/ noun the person in charge or 
the owner of a business O If you want a day 
off ask the boss. O I left because I didn’t get 
on with my boss. Antonym subordinate 
(NOTE: The plural is bosses.) ■ verb □ to 
boss someone about, around to tell some¬ 
one what to do all the time O She’s always 
bossing her little brother about. O Stop boss¬ 
ing me around! 

bossy /'bosi/ adj always telling people 
what to do. Synonym domineering. Ant¬ 
onym meek (NOTE: bossier - bossiest) 
bosun /'baus(a)n/ noun (at sea) a person 
in charge of boats and sails (NOTE: more cor¬ 
rectly spelled boatswain) 
botanical /ba't£enik(a)l/ adj referring to 
plants 

botanical gardens /bo.taemkfo)! 
'ga:dnz/ plural noun gardens which are set 
up for the scientific study and display of 
plants 

botanical name /bo'taemkto)! neim/ 
noun the scientific Latin name of a plant 
botanist /'bDt(o)mst/ noun a scientist who 
studies plants 

botany /'bDt(o)ni/ noun the science and 
study of plants 


bottom 

botch /botjy verb to do or make something 
badly ( informal) 

(D both /bouG/ adj, pron 1. two people or 
things together O Hold on to the handle with 
both hands. O Both my shoes have holes in 
them. O Both her brothers are very tall. O 
She has two brothers, both of them in Can¬ 
ada. O She and her brother both go to the 
same school. O I’m talking to both of you. 2. 
for emphasis O She is both clever and 
modest. 

(D bother /'bodo/ noun trouble or worry o 
We found the shop without any bother. O It 
was such a bother getting packed that we 
nearly didn’t go on holiday. ■ verb 1. to an¬ 
noy or to cause trouble O Stop bothering me, 
I’m trying to read. □ to be hot and bothered 
to be annoyed and nervous about something 
2. □ to bother to do something to take the 
time or trouble to do something O Don’t 
bother to come with me to the station -1 can 
find my way easily. ■ interj used to show that 
you are annoyed O Bother! I’ve left my um¬ 
brella on the train. 

Botox /'boutoks/ trademark botulinum 
toxin type A, a substance that is injected un¬ 
der the skin to remove wrinkles from the face 
(D bottle /'bDt(o)l/ noun 1. a tall plastic or 
glass container for liquids O He opened two 
bottles of red wine. O She drank the water 
straight out of the bottle. O He bought his 
wife a bottle of perfume on the plane. 2. □ 
hot water bottle a rubber bottle filled with 
hot water, for wanning the bed 3. courage 
( informal ) o He hasn ’t got the bottle to do it. 
■ verb 1. to put in bottles o The wine is bot¬ 
tled in Germany. O Only bottled water is safe 
to drink. O She perfected a process for speed¬ 
ing up the bottling system. 2. □ to bottle out 
to decide not to do something because you 
are afraid ( informal) o He was ready to jump 
but bottled out at the last minute. 
d> bottle bank /'bDt(9)l bserjk/ noun a 
place where you can throw away empty bot¬ 
tles for recycling 

bottleneck /'botfajlnek/ noun 1. a narrow 
part of a road where traffic often gets stuck O 
The roadworks have created a bottleneck and 
caused jams all through the town. 2. a place 
where things such as production or supplies 
are held up O There’s a bottleneck in the in¬ 
voicing department and this holds up our 
deliveries. 

bottle opener /'bDt(3)l ,9up(9)no/ noun a 
tool for taking the tops off bottles 
(D bottom /'botom/ noun 1. the lowest 
point O The ship sank to the bottom of the 
sea. O Turn left at the bottom of the hill. O Is 
there any honey left in the bottom of the jar? 
□ he’s bottom of his class he gets the worst 
marks □ to get to the bottom of a problem 
to find the real cause of a problem □ prices 


bottom gear 

have touched rock bottom prices are at their 
lowest point ever 2. the far end O Go down to 
the bottom of the street and you will see the 
post office on your left. O The greenhouse is 
at the bottom of the garden. 3. the part of the 
body on which you sit O Does my bottom 
look big in these trousers? ) behind 4. the 
lower part of two-piece clothing o He was 
wearing just his track suit bottom. O I can’t 
find my bikini bottom. 5. □ from the bottom 
of my heart deeply and sincerely O I want to 
thank you all from the bottom of my heart. ■ 
adj lowest O The jam is on the bottom shelf. 
O He was standing on the bottom rung of the 
ladder. 

bottom gear /.botom 'gio/ noun the low¬ 
est gear of a vehicle, used when going 
slowly, or when climbing hills 
bottomless /'botomlos/ adj without any 
limit. Synonym unlimited. Antonym 
restricted 

bottom line /,bDt9m 'lain/ noun 1. the last 
line on a profit-and-loss account indicating 
the total profit or loss O The boss is inter¬ 
ested only in the bottom line. 2. a fact which 
must be accepted O The bottom line is that 
we will have to sell our flat. 
botulism /'bDtjJ‘uliz(9)m/ noun a type of 
food poisoning caused by bacteria in 
badly-preserved food 

boudoir /'buidwa:/ noun a small private 
room for a lady 

bouffant /'buiforj/ adj (of hair) brushed up 
and away from the head 
bough /bau/ noun a branch of a tree (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with bow.) 
a) bought /boit/ i> buy 
bought ledger /'bo:t ,led 3 o/ noun an ac¬ 
count book in which purchases are recorded. 
Also called purchase ledger 
boulder /'bouldo/ noun a large rock 
boulevard /'builovaid/ noun a wide road 
in a town, usually with trees along it 
(D bounce /bauns/ noun 1. a movement up 
and down O He hit the ball on the second 
bounce. 2. energy O She’s always full of 
bounce. ■ verb 1 . to spring up and down or 
off a surface O The ball bounced down the 
stairs. O He kicked the ball but it bounced off 
the post. O In this game you bounce the ball 
against the wall. 2. □ the cheque bounced 
there was not enough money in an account to 
pay the sum on the cheque ( informal ) 
bouncer /'baunso/ noun 1. (in cricket) a 
fast ball which bounces very high O He was 
hit on the head by a bouncer. 2. a person 
whose job is to stop unwanted people getting 
in to a public place, or to make them leave O 
The bouncers wouldn’t let her in because 
she’d caused trouble before. 


bout 

bouncing /'baunsir)/ adj 1. which bounces 
2. (of a baby) healthy 

bouncy /'baunsi/ adj 1 . which bounces O a 
big bouncy red ball 2. full of energy O It’s 
quite tiring working with her because she’s 
so bouncy. (NOTE: bouncy - bouncier - 
bounciest.) 

@ bound /baund/ noun a big jump □ in 
leaps and bounds very fast o The project is 
going forward in leaps and bounds. ■ adj 1 . 
□ bound for on the way to O a ship bound 
for the Gulf 2. tied up O The boy was left 
bound to a tree. O The burglars left him 
bound hand and foot. O a bundle of old let¬ 
ters bound in pink ribbon 3. obliged O He felt 
bound to help her. O He is bound by the con¬ 
tract he signed last year. 4. very likely O 
They are bound to be late. 5. unable to move 
■ verb to leap, or move fast o She bounded 
into the room. O He bounded out of his chair. 
O The dog bounded into the bushes. 
bound /baund/ i> bind 
(D boundary /'baund(o)ri/ noun an imagi¬ 
nary line between two things O The white 
fence marks the boundary between our farm 
and his. □ the boundaries of knowledge, of 
science the furthest point in human knowl¬ 
edge O Scientists are trying to push back the 
boundaries of human knowledge. □ to hit a 
boundary (in cricket) to hit the ball beyond 
the edge of the playing field and score four or 
six runs. Synonym border 
boundless /'baundlos/ adj which seems to 
have no limit 

bounds /baundz/ plural noun limits □ out 
of bounds where people are not allowed to 
go O The bar is out of bounds to soldiers on 
duty. 

bountiful /'bauntif(o)l/ adj (of an 
amount) very large (formal) 
bounty /'baunti/ noun money given as a 
reward (NOTE: The plural is bounties.) 
bouquet /bui'kei/ noun 1. a beautifully ar¬ 
ranged bunch of flowers O He bought a bou¬ 
quet of white roses. O A little girl presented 
the princess with a bouquet. 2. the particular 
smell of a wine O a wine with a delicate 
bouquet 

bourbon /'bsibon/ noun US a type of 
American whisky, or a glass of this drink 
bourgeois /'buo 3 wa:/ adj referring to the 
less pleasant aspects of middle-class people 
O They want to go on living their bourgeois 
existence. O He accuses his parents of being 
terribly bourgeois and swears he won’t be 
like them. ■ noun a middle-class person o 
The bourgeois refused to see their living 
standards fall. (NOTE: The plural is bour¬ 
geois.) 

bout /baut/ noun 1 . a sporting fight or con¬ 
test O Lewis won that bout. 2. an attack of ill¬ 
ness O She had a bout of flu. 
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boutique 

boutique /bui'tiik/ noun 1. a small shop, 
especially for up-to-date fashionable clothes 
O a jeans boutique O a ski boutique 2. a sec¬ 
tion of a department store selling up-to-date 
clothes O You may find what you ’re looking 
for in our dress boutique on the next floor. 
bovine /'bouvain/ adj 1. referring to cows 
2. slow and stupid □ to have a bovine look 
to look stupid 

bovine spongiform encephalopathy 

/'bouvain 'spAnd 3 ifoim enkefo'lopoBi/ 
noun a brain disease that kills cows. Abbr 

BSE 

bow 1 /bau/ noun 1. bending your body for¬ 
ward as a sign of respect O He made a deep 
bow to the audience. □ to take a bow to 
stand on a stage and bend forwards to thank 
the audience O The actors took their bows 
one after the other. 2. the front part of a ship 
O The captain posted a lookout in the bow or 
bows. 3. a rower who sits nearest to the bow 
of a boat O He rowed bow for Cambridge. 
Compare stroke (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
bough.) ■ verb to bend forward as a greet¬ 
ing O He bowed to the queen. O The congre¬ 
gation bowed to the altar. 

® bow 2 /bou/ noun 1. a weapon used for 
shooting arrows O The archers drew their 
bows and shot arrows into the air. 2. a long 
piece of wood, used for playing a stringed in¬ 
strument O He slowly drew the bow across 
the strings of his violin. 3. a ribbon knotted in 
a shape like a butterfly O The parcel was tied 
up with red bows. 

bowel movement /'bauol .muivmont/ 
noun the action of getting rid of solid waste 
from the body 

bower /'bauo/ noun a shelter made by 
plants and trees 

(D bowl /boul/ noun 1. a wide container for 
something such as food or water O Put the 
egg whites in a bowl and whisk them. 2. the 
food or liquid contained in a bowl O He was 
eating a bowl of rice. O Give the dog a bowl 
of water. O A bowl of hot thick soup is just 
what you need in this cold weather. 3. a large 
heavy ball used for rolling along the ground 
in certain games O She picked up the bowl 
and stepped up to take her turn. ■ verb 1. 
( especially in cricket) to throw a ball to a 
batsman □ to bowl someone (out) to throw 
the ball to someone and hit his or her wicket 
2. (in a game of bowls) to roll a bowl along 
the ground to try to get close to the target 
bow-legged /,bou 'legid/ adj with legs 
which bend out at the knee 
bowler /'boulo/ noun 1 . a person who plays 
bowls 2. ( especially in cricket) a person who 
throws the ball to the batsman O a fast 
bowler 3. same as bowler hat 
bowler hat /'boulo hast/ noun a hat with a 
rounded top 


box number 

bowling /'boulir)/ noun the game of bowls, 
or the indoor game of knocking down skittles 
with a large ball 

bowling alley /'boulig ,asli/ noun a large 
room for bowling, t ten-pin bowling 

bowling green /'boulig griin/ noun a 
level area of closely-cut grass on which 
games of bowls are played 
bowl over /,boul 'ouvo/ verb 1. to knock 
someone down 2. to surprise someone o He 
was completely bowled over by the news. 

(D bowls /boulz/ noun a game where teams 
of players roll large balls towards a small ball 
(a jack), trying to get as close to it as possi¬ 
ble (NOTE: takes a singular verb) 
bow tie /bou 'tai/ noun a tie which is tied 
in the shape of a butterfly 
bow window /bou 'windou/ noun a 
curved window which sticks out from a wall 
® box /boks/ noun 1 . a container with a lid, 
made of wood, plastic, cardboard or metal O 
The baker put the cakes into a box. 2. a con¬ 
tainer and its contents O He took a box of 
matches from his pocket. O He gave her a 
box of chocolates for her birthday. 3. a line 
round a section of text or an illustration in a 
book 4. a small separate section in a theatre O 
They took a box for the performance of the 
‘Magic Flute’. 5. a tree with very small 
leaves, used to make hedges O The beds of 
flowers are edged with box. (NOTE: no plural 
in this meaning) ■ verb 1. to fight with your 
fists O He learnt to box at a gym in the East 
End. 2. □ to box someone’s ears to strike 
someone on the ears 

boxed /bokst/ adj 1 . packed in a box, sold 
in a box O a boxed set of knives, forks and 
spoons for four people 2. □ boxed in tightly 
enclosed, not able to move O We feel boxed 
in, with all the office blocks round our little 
shop. 

boxer /'bokso/ noun 1. a person who fights 
with his fists O The two boxers came together 
in the ring. 2. a type of large dog with short 
hair 

boxer shorts /'bokso Jbits/ plural noun 
men’s underwear shaped like shorts 
boxing /'boksig/ noun a sport in which two 
opponents fight each other in a ring with spe¬ 
cial gloves on □ boxing gloves thick gloves, 
tied at the wrist, worn for boxing 
d> Boxing Day /'boksig dei/ noun 26th 
December, the day after Christmas Day 
boxing ring /'boksig rig/ noun a square 
raised area, surrounded by a rope fence, in 
which boxing matches take place 
box number /'boks .nAmbo/ noun a refer¬ 
ence number used when asking for mail to be 
sent to a post office or to a newspaper’s 
offices 
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box office /'boks ,Dfis/ noun an office 
where you buy tickets in a theatre 
(2) boy /boi/ noun 1 . a male child o A boy 
from our school won the tennis match. O / 
knew him when he was a boy. 2. a son O Her 
three boys are all at university. 
boy band /'boi baend/ noun an all-male 
pop group aimed at a teenage audience 
boycott /'boikot/ noun the act of refusing 
to deal with someone O The boycott of the 
company lasted three months. ■ verb to re¬ 
fuse to deal with someone O We are boycott¬ 
ing all food imports from that country. 

@ boyfriend /'boifrend/ noun a man or 
boy that someone is having a romantic rela¬ 
tionship with O She’s got a new boyfriend. O 
She brought her boyfriend to the party. Ant¬ 
onym girlfriend 

boyhood /'boihud/ noun the time of life 
when someone is, or was, a boy. Synonym 

childhood 

boyish /'bonJV adj looking or acting like a 
boy. Synonym youthful 
Boy Scout /boi 'skaut/ noun 1. in the US, 
a member of the Boy Scouts of America, an 
organisation aiming to develop good charac¬ 
ter and physical fitness, often through com¬ 
munity and outdoor activities 2. a man who is 
considered to be naive 

bra /bra:/ noun a brassiere; women’s under¬ 
wear covering and supporting the breasts 
brace /breis/ noun 1 . a support which helps 
your teeth to grow straight O She wears a 
brace on her teeth. 2. a support for part of the 
body which has been injured, for example 3. 
□ a brace of two, a pair of O a brace of 
grouse O We bought a brace of pheasants. ■ 
verb □ to brace yourself for to prepare your¬ 
self for something unpleasant O When the 
phone rang, she braced herself for the shock 
of hearing his voice again. O The pilot told 
us to brace ourselves for a crash landing. 
bracelet /'breislot/ noun a piece of jewel¬ 
lery worn round your wrist or arm 
braces /'breisiz/ plural noun 1. straps over 
your shoulders to hold up your trousers O He 
wore bright red braces with his jeans. (NOTE: 
The US term is suspenders.) 2. a brace for 
the teeth 

bracing /'breisir)/ adj cool and making you 
feel healthy. Synonym invigorating 
bracken /'braskon/ noun a plant with large 
wide leaves that grows in forests (NOTE: no 
plural) 

(D bracket /'braekit/ noun 1. a piece of 
metal or wood which is attached to a wall to 
support a shelf O The shelf is held up by two 
solid brackets. 2. a printing sign usually used 
in pairs, [],(),<>, or {}, used to show that 
a piece of text is separated from the rest o 
The words in brackets can be deleted. O The 


four words underlined should be put in 
brackets. 3. a group of things or people con¬ 
sidered together for administrative purposes 

□ people in the middle-income bracket 
people with average incomes, not high or low 

□ someone in the top tax bracket someone 
pays the highest level of tax ■ verb 1 . to put 
brackets round something O Bracket the 
whole sentence. 2. to link together or treat 
several items together in the same way O His 
name has been bracketed with that of one of 
the local gang leaders. O In the sales report, 
all European countries are bracketed 
together. 

bract /braekt/ noun a part of a plant which 
is shaped like a leaf but is often coloured like 
a flower 

brag /brasg/ verb to boast about something 
(NOTE: bragging - bragged) 

Brahmin /'braimin/ noun the highest rank 
according to the Hindu caste system 
braid /breid/ noun 1. a decoration made of 
twisted fibres O Admirals have gold braid on 
their caps. 2. plaited hair O This is a picture 
of her when she was ten and still had her hair 
in braids. ■ verb to plait, e.g. hair or ribbon 
O She braided her hair before going 
swimming. 

<D Braille /breil/ noun a system of writing 
using raised dots on paper to represent let¬ 
ters, which allows a blind person to read by 
passing his or her fingers over the page 
<D brain /brein/ noun 1. the nerve centre in 
the head, which controls all the body O The 
brain is the most important part of the body. 
2. intelligence □ use your brain think hard □ 
she’s got brains, she’s got a good brain 
she’s intelligent 

brainchild /'breintjaild/ noun an original 
plan that someone has thought of (informal). 
Synonym idea 

brainless /'breinlos/ adj completely stupid 
(disapproving). Synonym foolish. Antonym 
sensible 

brain scan /'brein skasn/ noun examining 
the inside of the brain by passing X-rays 
through the head 

brainstorm /'breinstoim/ noun a sudden 
mad idea. Synonym aberration 
brainstorming /'brein,stoimir)/ noun an 
intensive group discussion,, with no time al¬ 
lowed for thinking, in order to produce ideas 
or help solve problems 
brainwash /'breinwoj/ verb to make 
someone believe something is true by repeat¬ 
ing it and forcing them to believe it. Syn¬ 
onym persuade 

brainwashing /'breinwo/ii)/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of making people believe something 
brainwave /'breinweiv/ noun a sudden 
very good idea 


brainy 

brainy /'breini/ adj very intelligent (infor¬ 
mal) (NOTE: brainier - brainiest) 
braise /breiz/ verb to cook food in a pot 
with very little liquid 

<S> brake /breik/ noun a device for stopping 
a vehicle or making it go slower O Put the 
brake on when you go down a hill. O The 
brakes aren’t working! Synonym restraint. 
Antonym incentive ■ verb to slow down by 
pressing a vehicle’s brakes O The driver of 
the little white van braked, but too late to 
avoid the dog. Synonym decelerate 
brake lights /'breik laits/ plural noun red 
lights at the back of a car which light up 
when you put the brakes on 
braking distance /'breikig ,distons/ 
noun the distance a car travels after the 
driver puts on the brakes, before it stops 
completely (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
break.) 

bramble /'brambol/ noun a wild black¬ 
berry bush 

bran /braen/ noun the outside part of wheat 
seeds (NOTE: no plural) 

® branch /braintJV noun 1. a thick part of 
a tree, growing out of the trunk O He hit his 
head against a low branch. 2. a local office 
of an organisation O He’s the manager of our 
local branch of Lloyds Bank. O The store has 
branches in most towns in the south of the 
country. 3. a section of river leading away 
from the main part O The town is built on a 
branch of the Nile. ■ verb to divide into two 
or more parts 

branch off /.braintj 'Df/ verb to come off 
a main road 

branch out /,bra:nt J 'aut/ verb to start to 
do something different, as well as what you 
normally do 

brand /brand/ noun 1. a product with a 
name O a well-known brand of soap 2. a 
mark burnt with a hot iron on an animal to 
show who owns it ■ verb 1. to describe 
someone or something publicly as bad O He 
was branded as a thief. O The minister was 
publicly branded a liar in the newspaper. 2. 
to mark an animal with a hot iron O The cat¬ 
tle were corralled before being branded. 
branded /'brandid/ adj sold with a com¬ 
pany name or trademark, usually considered 
a mark of quality 

brandish /'brandij/ verb to wave some¬ 
thing about 

(D brand name /'brand neim/ noun the 
name of a product 

@ brand-new /,brand 'nju:/ adj com¬ 
pletely new 

<S> brandy /'brandi/ noun 1. an alcoholic 
drink made from wine O I was given a bottle 
of excellent brandy. 2. a glass of this drink O 
He ordered three brandies. 


breach 

brash /braj/ adj confident and loud (tech¬ 
nical) 

brass /brais/ noun 1. a mixture of copper 
and zinc O The doctor has a brass name plate 
on his door. □ to get down to brass tacks to 
discuss the basic problem 2. a medieval 
metal plate set in the floor of a church, show¬ 
ing where someone is buried 
brass band /brais 'baend/ noun a band of 
people playing brass instruments 
brassiere /'brazio/ noun a woman’s un¬ 
dergarment covering the breasts (NOTE: usu¬ 
ally called a bra) 

brat /brat/ noun a badly-behaved child 
bravado /bro'vaidou/ noun confident ac¬ 
tions to show how brave you are. Synonym 
audacity. Antonym cowardice (NOTE: no 
plural) 

® brave /breiv/ adj full of courage o It was 
very brave of him to dive into the river to try 
to rescue the little girl. Synonym coura¬ 
geous. Antonym cowardly (NOTE: braver 
- bravest) ■ verb to be brave enough to do 
something dangerous O The ambulance 
braved the snowstorm to answer the 999 call. 
Synonym defy ■ noun a male Native Ameri¬ 
can fighter (dated) 

bravely /'breivli/ adv with courage, in a 
brave way 

bravery /'breivori/ noun being brave when 
in a dangerous situation. Synonym courage. 
Antonym cowardice (NOTE: no plural) 
bravo /brai'vou/ interj showing approval 
bravura /bro'vjuoro/ noun showing great 
skill and confidence in performing. Synonym 
boldness. Antonym timidity 
brawl /broil/ noun a wild fight o Coming 
out of the pub, he got into a brawl with some 
soldiers. Synonym scuffle ■ verb to fight 
wildly O After the match ended spectators 
were brawling on the terraces. Synonym 
fight 

brawny /'broini/ adj heavy and having very 
strong muscles. Synonym muscular 
bray /brei/ verb to make a loud noise like a 
donkey 

brazen /'breiz(o)n/ adj 1 . made of brass 
(old) 2. with no shame O What you say is a 
brazen lie. ■ verb □ to brazen it out to get 
through a difficult situation by seeming to be 
sure of yourself O In spite of what the papers 
said, he managed to brazen it out. 
brazil nut /bro'zil nAt/ noun a large sweet 
nut from a tropical tree 
<D breach /briit JV noun the act of breaking 
the law or a promise O This is a breach of the 
undertaking they made last year. □ in breach 
of without respecting O In breach of their 
agreement, they started negotiating with our 
rivals behind our backs. ■ verb 1. to go 
against rules O The pay settlement has 
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breached the government’s guidelines. O He 
was arrested for breaching the peace. 2. to 
make a hole O The enemy guns breached the 
town's defences. O The flood waters have 
breached the dyke. 

breach of contract /.briitj ov 
'kontraekt/ noun the breaking of the condi¬ 
tions of a contract □ the company is in 
breach of contract the company has failed 
to do what was agreed in the contract 
breach of the peace /,bri:tj ov do 'pits/ 
noun an offence involving uncontrolled be¬ 
haviour in public 

(2) bread /bred/ noun food made from flour 
and water baked in an oven O Can you get a 
loaf of bread from the baker’s? O She cut 
thin slices of bread for sandwiches. 
bread and butter / ( bred on bAto/ noun 
slices of bread covered with butter ( informal ) 
bread bin /'bred bin/ noun a metal box for 
keeping bread in 

breadcrumbs /'bredkrAmz/ plural noun 
little pieces of dried bread O The fish is cov¬ 
ered in breadcrumbs and then fried. 
breaded /'bredid/ adj covered with 
breadcrumbs 

breadline /'bredlain/ noun a very low 
standard of living 

breadth /bred0/ noun 1 . a measurement of 
how wide something is O The breadth of the 
vacant plot of land is over 300m. O We 
walked the length and breadth of the field 
and found no wild strawberries. 2. fullness or 
completeness O His answers show the 
breadth of his knowledge of the subject. 
breadwinner /'bredwino/ noun a person 
who earns money to feed the family. Ant¬ 
onym dependant 

(2) break /breik/ noun 1. a space o You can 
see blue sky through a break in the clouds. 2. 
a short pause or rest O There will be a 
15-minute break in the middle of the meeting. 
□ they worked for three hours without a 
break they worked without stopping for 
three hours □ to take a break to have a short 
rest O We’ll take a break now, and start 
again in fifteen minutes. 3. morning break, 
afternoon break (in schools) a short period 
for rest and play in the middle of the morning 
or afternoon O We couldn ’t go out during the 
morning break because it was raining. 4. a 
short holiday 5. a move away from someone 
or something O I thought they were in love, 
so the break came as a surprise. O It’s not al¬ 
ways easy to make a break with the past. 6. a 
crack in a hard substance such as bone O The 
break is clean so it should heal quite quickly. 
7. a stop in something regular O There’s a 
break in the pattern which shouldn’t be 
there. □ a break in the weather a change in 
the weather 8. □ he had a lucky break his 
bad luck changed 9. a series of shots in 


snooker o He had a break of 102. ■ verb 1 . 
to make something come apart in pieces O 
He dropped the plate on the floor and broke 
it. O She broke her leg when she was skiing. 
2. to come apart in pieces O The clock fell on 
the floor and broke. 3. to fail to obey a rule or 
law □ to break a record to do better than 
anyone has before O He broke the record for 
the 2000 metres. 4. □ to break your journey 
to stop for a while before going on O We’ll 
break our journey in Edinburgh. 5. to fail to 
carry out the duties of a contract O The com¬ 
pany has broken its agreement. □ to break a 
promise not to do what you had promised to 
do O He broke his promise and wrote to her 
again. □ to break a contract to fail to re¬ 
spect a contract 6. to start O We woke up as 
day was breaking. □ the storm broke at 
noon the storm suddenly started at noon 7. □ 
to break it or to break the news to someone 
to tell someone bad news O We will have to 
break it to her as gently as possible. 8. (of a 
boy’s voice) to become deeper as the boy 
grows older (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
brake. Note also breaking - broke /brouk/ 
- has broken /'broukon/.) □ to break even 
not to make a loss or a profit O We are just 
about breaking even. O The business broke 
even in the first year. 

breakable /'breikob(3)l/ adj that can break 
easily. Synonym fragile. Antonym robust 
breakaway /'breikowei/ adj which has be¬ 
come separated from a larger group. Ant¬ 
onym mainstream 

(2) break down /.breik 'daun/ verb ~\.(of a 
machine) to stop working o The lift has bro¬ 
ken down again. O The car broke down and 
we had to push it. 2. to show all the items in a 
total list O Can you break down this invoice 
into travel costs and extras? 

® breakdown /'breikdaun/ noun 1. a fail¬ 
ure of a system to work properly O There has 
been a breakdown in communications be¬ 
tween them. 2. a physical collapse 3. (of a 
machine) a failure to continue working o We 
had a breakdown on the motorway. O A 
breakdown truck came to tow us to the ga¬ 
rage. 4. a list showing details item by item O 
Give me a breakdown of the travel costs. 
breaker /'breiko/ noun a person who buys 
old cars for their separate parts O The car 
was badly damaged and had to be sold to a 
breaker. O We went to a breaker’s yard to try 
to find some cheap spare parts. 

® breakfast /'brekfost/ noun the first 
meal of the day O I had a boiled egg for 
breakfast. O She didn’t have any breakfast 
because she was in a hurry. O The hotel 
serves breakfast from 7.30 to 9.30 every day. 
■ verb to eat your first meal of the day o We 
breakfasted on dried fruit and cheese. 


breakfast TV 

breakfast TV /.brekfost ti: 'vii/ noun 
television shown at breakfast time 
<D break in /.breik 'in/ verb □ to break 
someone or an animal in to train someone 
or an animal O He rode a mustang which 
he 'd broken in himself. 
break-in /'breik in/ noun a burglary 
breaking and entering /.breikir) and 
'entorir)/ noun the crime of going into some¬ 
one’s property to steal 

breaking point /'breikir) point/ noun the 
point at which a situation reaches a crisis 
breakneck /'breiknek/ adj □ at break¬ 
neck speed extremely fast 
break off /.breik 'Df/ verb 1. to make 
something come off by breaking; to come off 
O He broke a piece off his pie and gave it to 
his dog. O The handle broke off the cup in the 
dishwasher. O Several branches broke off in 
the wind. 2. to stop something suddenly O He 
broke off in the middle of his story. O They 
broke off the discussions. O They were going 
to get married, but she broke it off. 
break out /.breik 'aut/ verb 1. to start o 
War broke out between the countries in the 
area. □ to break out into a rash to have a 
rash which starts suddenly 2. to escape O 
Three prisoners broke out of jail. 
breakout /'breikaut/ noun an escape from 
a prison 

breakthrough /'breik0ru:/ noun a sudden 
success 

<D break up /.breik 'Ap/ verb 1. to come to 
pieces O The oil tanker was breaking up on 
the rocks. 2. to stop being together O We 
broke up last year. O Their marriage broke 
up after 25 years. 3. to stop being in a group 
O The meeting broke up at 3 p.m. O The 
group broke up when the lead singer started 
singing solo. 4. □ school breaks up next 
week the school holidays start next week 
breakup /'breikAp/ noun the process of 
coming to pieces or separating 
breakwater /'breikwoito/ noun a wall that 
is built into the sea as a protection against the 
action of strong waves 

(3) breast /brest/ noun 1. one of two parts 
on a woman’s chest which produce milk 2. 
the chest or front part of the top of the body 
3. meat from the chest part of a bird O Do 
you want a wing or a slice of breast? O We 
bought some chicken breasts to make a 
stir-fry. 

breastbone /'brestboun/ noun the bone 
which is in the centre of the front of the chest 
and to which most of the ribs are attached. 
Also called sternum 

breast cancer /'brest .kasnso/ noun a 
disease that causes dangerous lumps to grow 
in the breast 


breathing 

breastfeed /'brestfiid/ verb to give a baby 
milk from the breast (NOTE: breastfeeding 
- breastfed) 

breastfeeding /'brestfiidirj/ noun the 
practice of giving milk from the breast to a 
baby, as opposed to giving milk from a bottle 
breast pocket /brest 'pokit/ noun a 
pocket on the inside of a jacket 
breast stroke /'brest strouk/ noun a style 
of swimming where the swimmer is face 
downwards, pushing the arms out in front 
and bringing them back to the sides while the 
feet are kicking 

(D breath /bre0/ noun 1 . air which goes into 
and out of the body through the nose or 
mouth O You should smell his breath — he 
must have eaten garlic last night. □ out of 
breath, gasping for breath having difficulty 
in breathing O He ran all the way to the sta¬ 
tion, got there out of breath, and then saw the 
train leaving. □ to get your breath back to 
breathe normally again, after exercise O First 
get your breath back, then tell me all about it. 
□ to hold your breath to keep air in your 
lungs to go under water, as a test or because 
you are afraid that something will happen O 
She held her breath under water for a min¬ 
ute. □ we’re all holding our breath to see if 
he wins we’re all waiting anxiously to see if 
he wins □ to take a deep breath to breathe 
in as much air as you can O Take a deep 
breath for the X-ray. □ to take someone’s 
breath away to surprise someone very much 
O The huge size of the ruins took my breath 
away. □ under your breath quietly O He 
cursed under his breath. 2. □ a breath of 
wind a slight movement of air O There was- 
n’t a breath of wind all day. O a breath of 
fresh air 1 . fresh air after being enclosed in a 
room O I’m going out for a walk, I need a 
breath of fresh air. 2. something new and ex¬ 
citing O The new director is a welcome 
breath of fresh air. 

breathalyser /'bre09laizo/ trademark a 
device which tests how much alcohol is in a 
driver’s blood 

® breathe /briid/ verb to take air into the 
lungs or let it out O I want to listen to your 
chest, so breathe in and then out when I tell 
you to. O Do you know how fish breathe? □ 
breathe deeply to take in a lot of air □ he’s 
breathing down my neck all the time he’s 
always watching how I’m working □ to 
breathe a sigh of relief to breathe deeply be¬ 
cause danger has passed O She breathed a 
sigh of relief when the police car drove away. 
breather /'briido/ noun a time when you 
can rest (informal). Synonym rest 
® breathing /,bri:dig/ noun the process of 
taking air in and out of the lungs. Synonym 
inhalation 
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breathing apparatus /'briidir) aepo- 
.reitas/ noun equipment such as a mask and 
oxygen cylinder which can help a person to 
breathe 

breathing space /'briidir) speis/ noun a 
period when you can rest between activities. 
Synonym respite 

breathless /'breGlos/ adj out of breath; 
finding it difficult to breathe 
breathtaking /'breGteikig/ adj very im¬ 
pressive. Antonym banal 
breath test /'bre0 test/ noun a test for a 
driver to see if he has been drinking alcohol 
(D bred /bred/ b breed (note: Do not con¬ 
fuse with bread.) 

breech birth /'briitj ,b3:0/, breech de¬ 
livery /'briitj di,liv(9)ri/ noun a birth where 
the baby’s bottom appears first 
breeches /'britjiz / plural noun 

knee-length trousers which fasten just below 
the knee O Have you got a pair of riding 
breeches to lend me? 

(D breed /briid/ noun a type of animal or 
plant O Alsatians and other large breeds of 
dog. ■ verb 1. to produce young animals o 
Rabbits breed very rapidly. 2. to keep ani¬ 
mals which produce young ones O They 
breed sheep for the meat and the wool. 3. □ I 
was born and bred in the country I was 
bom and grew up in the country 4. to raise 
new plants O They are breeding new strains 
of wheat. (NOTE: breeding - bred /bred/) 
breeder /'briido/ noun a person who 
breeds animals or plants 
® breeding /'briidir)/ noun 1. the practice 
of raising animals or plants O Because of the 
smell, pig breeding is strictly controlled. O 
You can’t shoot pheasants during the breed¬ 
ing season. 2. good education, background 
and behaviour O It was obvious that his sec¬ 
retary was a girl of good breeding. 
breeding ground /'briidir) graund/ noun 
1. a place where an animal breeds O The area 
is the breeding ground of several rare birds. 
O Stagnant water is a breeding ground for 
mosquitoes. 2. a place where something un¬ 
pleasant develops O That amusement arcade 
is a breeding ground for drugs. 
breeze /briiz/ noun a slight wind o A cool 
breeze is welcome on a hot day like this. □ a 
stiff breeze a strong wind O There was a stiff 
breeze blowing from the south. ■ verb to 
walk around looking very pleased with your¬ 
self O He breezed into the meeting carrying a 
cup of coffee. 

breeze block /' bri:z blDk/ noun a con- 
Crete building block, much larger than a brick 
breezy /'briizi/ adj 1. windy O It is very 
hot, but slightly breezy which makes it more 
comfortable. O It’s a little breezy in here, 
let’s shut the French windows. 2. 


bridge 

happy-go-lucky O A breezy youth looking as 
if he didn ’t have a care in the world. 
brethren /'bredron/ plural noun the mem¬ 
bers of a group, or only the male members of 
a group, especially a religious group (dated) 
brevity /'breviti/ noun (of time) the quality 
of being very short 

brew /bru:/ verb 1. to make beer o They’ve 
been brewing beer in this town for over two 
hundred years. 2. to make tea or coffee O 
Let’s brew some tea before we sit down and 
talk. 3. □ there’s a storm brewing a storm is 
coming □ there’s trouble brewing there will 
soon be trouble O The police moved in when 
they sensed trouble brewing in the crowd. ■ 
noun a cup of tea o He makes a good strong 
brew. O Do you fancy a brew? 
brewer /'brum/ noun a person or company 
that makes beer 

brewery /'bruiori/ noun a factory where 
beer is made (NOTE: The plural is brewer¬ 
ies.) 

briar /'braio/ noun a wild rose bush 
bribe /braib/ noun an illegal payment to 
someone to get something done o He offered 
the witness a bribe to say nothing. Synonym 
inducement ■ verb to give an illegal pay¬ 
ment to someone O She planned to bribe cus¬ 
toms officials to get her case through 
customs. 

<D bribery /'braib(o)ri/ noun the act of 
bribing 

bric-a-brac /'brik o brask/ noun attractive 
little objects which are not very valuable 
(D brick /brik/ noun 1. a hard block of 
baked clay used for building O You ’ll need 
more than eighty bricks to build a wall. 2. □ 
to drop a brick to say something embarrass¬ 
ing 3. a good dependable person (old) o He’s 
been a real brick over the whole business. 
bricklayer /'brikleio/ noun a person who 
builds walls with bricks 
brick up /,brik '\pl verb to fill a hole with 
bricks 

bridal /'braid(9)l/ adj referring to a wed¬ 
ding (NOTE: Do not confuse with bridle.) 
bride /braid/ noun a woman who is getting 
married or has just got married. Synonym 

wife 

bridegroom /'braidgruim/ noun a man 
who is getting married or has just got mar¬ 
ried. Synonym husband (NOTE: often just 
called the groom) 

bridesmaid /'braidzmeid/ noun a girl 
who is one of the bride’s attendants at a 
wedding 

(D bridge /brid 3 / noun 1. a road or path 
built over a road or river so that you can walk 
or drive from one side to the other O There 
are a dozen bridges across the River Thames 
in London. 2. the part of a ship where the 
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captain can keep control O The captain was 
on the bridge when the accident occurred. 3. 
a card game for four people O They played 
bridge until midnight. 4. the top of your nose 
O Your spectacles are supposed to rest on the 
bridge of your nose. 5. (in a violin) a support 
for the strings ■ verb to put a bridge across a 
space such as a river or a road o This was the 
first time the estuary had been bridged. Syn¬ 
onym link 

bridgehead /'brid 3 hed/ noun the first po¬ 
sition held by an attacking force who have 
crossed a stretch of water 
bridging loan /'brid 3 ig ,laun/ noun a 
large amount of money lent to someone to 
pay for a new house when his old house has 
not yet been sold (NOTE: The US term is 
bridge loan.) 

bridle /'braid(a)l/ noun straps put round a 
horse’s head O She had some difficulty in 
putting the bridle on the horse. ■ verb □ to 
bridle your emotions to control your emo¬ 
tions (NOTE: Do not confuse with bridal.) 
bridle at /'braid(a)l aet/ verb to take of¬ 
fence at something 

bridlepath /'braid(3)lpa:0/, bridleway 
/braid(a)lwei/ noun a path for horseriders 
© brief /briif/ adj short o He wrote a brief 
note of thanks. O The meeting was very brief 
O Tell me what happened, but be brief as we 
don’t have much time. □ in brief in a few 
words O We have food for only a few days, in 
brief, the situation is very serious. ■ noun in¬ 
structions given to a professional person O 
His brief was to overhaul the accounts sys¬ 
tem. ■ verb 1. to give information or instruc¬ 
tions to someone O He briefed the staff on the 
latest stage in the negotiations. O She was 
briefed to look for new office premises. 2. to 
give a case to a lawyer and explain the details 
O My solicitor will brief the barrister tomor¬ 
row morning. 

briefcase /'briifkeis/ noun a thin case for 
carrying papers or documents 
briefing /'briifig/ noun a meeting where 
information is given 
© briefly /'briifli/ adv for a short time 
briefs /briifs/ plural noun short underwear 
for men or women O Before the medical, the 
doctor asked him to strip down to his briefs. 
(NOTE: plural; for one item say a pair of 
briefs) 

© brigade /bri'geid/ noun a section of an 
army O The general sent an infantry brigade 
to the region. 

brigadier /.briga'dia/ noun an army offi¬ 
cer in charge of a brigade 
© bright /brait/ adj 1. shining strongly o 
bright sunshine 2. with a very strong colour 
O They have painted their front door bright 
orange. 3. intelligent O He’s a bright little 
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boy. O Both their children are very bright. O 
She’s the brightest of the class. 4. clear and 
sunny O There will be bright periods during 
the afternoon. 5. cheerful O She gave me a 
bright smile. □ to look on the bright side of 
things to be optimistic O However bad the 
situation is, she always tries to look on the 
bright side of things. 

brighten /'brait(a)n/ verb to make some¬ 
thing bright, or to become bright 
brighten up /,brait(a)n 'ap/ verb 1. (of a 
person) to become more cheerful O She 
brightened up when she saw him. 2. (of 
weather) to become sunnier o The weather 
is brightening up. 

brightly /'braitli/ adv 1. in a bright 
way O A children’s book with brightly 
painted pictures. O The streets were brightly 
lit for Christmas. 2. cheerfully O She smiled 
brightly as she went into the hospital. 
brill /bril/ noun a type of flat white sea fish 
which can be eaten (NOTE: The plural is 
brill.) ■ adj very good (informal) o It was an 
absolutely brill evening. O Listen to this brill 
idea! 

brilliance /'bnljans/ noun the fact of being 
very clever 

© brilliant /'briljant/ adj 1. extremely 
clever O He’s the most brilliant student of his 
year. O She had a brilliant idea. 2. very good 
O The graphics on this website are brilliant. 
3. shining brightly O She stepped out into the 
brilliant sunshine. 

brilliantly /'briljantli/ adv in a brilliant 
way 

brim /brim/ noun 1. the edge O The glass 
was filled to the brim. 2. the flat part around a 
hat O A hat with a wide brim. 
brim over /brim 'auva/ verb to overflow 
(NOTE: brimming - brimmed) 

(D bring /brig/ verb to come with someone 
or something to this place O She brought the 
books to school with her. O He brought his 
girlfriend home for tea. O Are you bringing 
any friends to the party? (NOTE: bringing - 
brought /brait/) 

bring about /brig a'baut/ verb to make 
something happen. Synonym generate. Ant¬ 
onym prevent 

bring along /brig a'log/ verb to bring 
someone or something with you 
bring-and-buy /.brig and 'bail, 
bring-and-buy sale /.bng and 'bai sell/ 
noun a type of market where people bring or 
buy homemade or secondhand goods 
bring back /brig 'bask/ verb to carry 
something back 

bring down /.brig 'daun/ verb 1. to carry 
something down to here O Can you bring 
down the television from the bedroom? 2. to 
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make something less O We ’ve brought down 
all our prices. 

bring forward /.brirj 'foiwod/ verb to ar¬ 
range something to be done at an earlier date 
than had been planned 

bring off /brig 'of/ verb to succeed in do¬ 
ing something □ we finally brought it off we 
did it successfully in the end 
bring on /brig 'on/ verb to produce some¬ 
thing. Synonym cause □ you brought it on 
yourself you have yourself to blame for what 
happened to you 

bring out /.brig 'out/ verb to make some¬ 
thing come out □ to bring out the colour to 
make the colour more noticeable O The white 
background brought out the main colours in 
the painting. 

bring up /.brig 'Ap/ verb 1. to look after 
and educate a child O He was born in the 
USA but brought up in England. O He was 
brought up by his uncle in Scotland. 2. to 
mention a problem O He brought up the 
question of the noise. 3. to vomit something 
O She’s got a stomach upset and brought up 
all her breakfast. 

brink /brirjk/ noun the edge □ on the brink 

of very close to O The company is on the 
brink of collapse. O She was on the brink of a 
nervous breakdown. 

brisk /brisk/ adj fairly fast (NOTE: brisker 
- briskest) 

brisket /'briskit/ noun a piece of beef 
which comes from the breast of the animal 
briskly /'briskli/ adv fairly fast and 
brightly 

bristle /'bris(9)l/ noun 1. one of the short 
stiff hairs on plants, or some animals such as 
pigs O You could see the bristles on the back 
of the sow’s neck. 2. □ bristles short stiff 
hairs on a brush O The bristles of my tooth¬ 
brush are coming off -1 must get a new one. 
■ verb □ to bristle at to take offence at 
something O She bristled at the suggestion. 
bristly /'brisli/ adj covered with short stiff 
hairs. Synonym spiky 

Brit /brit/ noun a person from the United 
Kingdom (informal) 

® Britain /'brit(o)n/ noun same as Great 
Britain 

® British /'britiJV adj referring to the 
United Kingdom O a British citizen O the 
British army O The British press reported a 
plane crash in Africa. O The ship was flying 
a British flag. □ the British government the 
government of the United Kingdom ■ plural 
noun □ the British the people of the United 
Kingdom 

Briton /'brit(3)n/ noun a person from the 
United Kingdom 

brittle /'brit(o)l/ adj hard and breaking eas¬ 
ily into pieces 


broccoli 

broach /broutJV verb to start talking about 
a problem 

(D broad /broid/ adj 1. very wide o a broad 
river 2. (of a person’s accent) not standard 
and very noticeable O spoke with a broad 
northern accent 

broadband /'broidbasnd/ adj able to man¬ 
age large amounts of data quickly O a broad¬ 
band connection 

(D broadcast /'broidkcnst/ noun a radio or 
TV programme O The broadcast came live 
from outside Buckingham Palace. Synonym 
transmission ■ verb 1. to send out a 
programme or message on radio or TV O The 
programme will be broadcast on Monday at 
8 p.m. O The police broadcast an appeal for 
information. 2. to tell everyone □ don’t 
broadcast the fact keep the information se¬ 
cret ■ adj sent by radio or television o They 
were listening to enemy broadcast messages. 
broadcaster /'broidkaisto/ noun a person 
who works on radio or TV but is not an actor. 
Synonym presenter 

broadcasting /'broidkaistir)/ noun the 
process of sending out programmes or mes¬ 
sages on radio or TV 

broad daylight /broid 'deilait/ noun (as 
an emphasis) a time during the day when 
people can be seen clearly 
(D broaden /'broidn/ verb 1. to make 
something wider; or to become wider O Part 
of their plan is to broaden the road. O The 
river broadens to form a small lake. 2. □ to 
broaden the mind to increase knowledge o 
Travel broadens the mind. 
broadly /'broidli/ adv widely. Synonym 
approximately □ broadly speaking in gen¬ 
eral, without going into specific details O 
Broadly speaking, boys are taller than girls 
at that age. 

broad-minded /,bro:d 'maindid/ adj not 
shocked by other people’s behaviour or 
words. Synonym tolerant. Antonym 
narrow-minded 

broadsheet /'broidjiit/ noun a newspaper 
with large pages (NOTE: Small format news¬ 
papers are called tabloids.) 
broadside noun /'broidsaid/ a strong spo¬ 
ken or written attack ■ adv 1. with one side 
facing towards something 2 . generally 
Broadway /'broidwei/ noun a street in 
New York, where the major theatres are lo¬ 
cated O The play was a big hit on Broadway 
but flopped in London. □ off Broadway at 
smaller New York theatres 
brocade /bro'keid/ noun a thick cloth with 
a raised pattern 

broccoli /'brokoli/ noun a vegetable of 
which the green, purple or white flower buds 
are eaten (NOTE: no plural) 
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brochure /'broujo/ noun a small thin 

book. Synonym booklet 

brogue /broug/ noun a heavy shoe with a 

patterned leather top O He bought himself a 

pair of heavy brogues to wear in the country. 

broil /broil/ verb to grill food 

broiler /'broilo/ noun a chicken sold for 

roasting 

©broke /brouk/ adj with no money (in¬ 
formal). Synonym bankrupt. Antonym 

wealthy □ to be flat broke to have no 
money at all. 0 break 

© broken /'broukon/ adj 1. in pieces o She 
tried to mend the broken vase. 2. not working 
O They came to mend the broken TV. O We 
can’t use the lift because it’s broken. 3. not 
complete □ broken home a family where the 
parents have separated 4. (of a foreign lan¬ 
guage) with hesitations and mistakes, and of¬ 
ten in a foreign accent O He only spoke 
broken English when he arrived, but was 
soon speaking fluently. 5. with no confidence 
O He was pardoned, but came out of prison a 
broken man. i) break 

broken-down /.broukon 'daun/ adj not 
working 

broken-hearted /.broukon'haitid/ adj 
very sad. Antonym overjoyed 
broker /'brouko/ noun a dealer in shares or 
insurance. Synonym trader □ to play the 
honest broker to try to solve other people’s 
problems 

brokerage /'broukorid 3 /, broker’s com¬ 
mission /.broukoz ko'mij(o)n/ noun pay¬ 
ment to a broker for a deal carried out 
brolly /'broli/ noun an umbrella (informal) 
(NOTE: The plural is brollies.) 
bronchial /'bropkiol/ adj referring to the 
tubes which take air in and out of the lungs 
bronchitis /brorj'kaitis/ noun an illness 
caused by infection in the bronchial tubes 
bronzed /bronzd/ adj tanned from being in 
the sun 

bronze medal /bronz 'medl/ noun a 
medal given to someone who finishes third in 
a race or competition 

brooch /broutJV noun a piece of women’s 
jewellery fastened to clothes with a pin 
(NOTE: The plural is brooches.) 
brood /bruid/ noun a family of young birds 
or small children O Some birds raise only one 
brood of chicks a year. O Simon and his 
brood came for lunch yesterday. ■ verb to 
think anxiously about something a lot O He’s 
in the garden, brooding as usual. O She’s 
brooding over the possibility that she might 
lose her job. 

brooding /'bruiduy adj threatening (liter¬ 
ary). Synonym ominous 
brook /bruk/ noun a small river o They 
jumped over the brook and walked on up the 


hill. Synonym stream ■ verb □ to brook no 
interference not to allow anyone to interfere 
(formal) 

© broom /bruim/ noun 1. a brush with a 
long handle, used to clean floors O She swept 
the kitchen with a broom. 2. a bush with yel¬ 
low flowers, found in sandy places and 
grown in gardens O Broom flowers early in 
the summer. 

broomstick /'bruimstik/ noun the long 

handle of a broom 

bros abbr brothers 

broth /bro0/ noun a light meat soup 

brothel /'brD0(o)l/ noun a house where 

prostitutes work 

© brother /'brAdo/ noun 1. a boy or man 
who has the same mother and father as some¬ 
one else O My brother John is three years 
older than me. O She came with her three 
brothers. 2. a man belonging to an order of 
monks O Brother John looks after the monas¬ 
tery garden. 

brotherhood /'biAdohud/ noun links be¬ 
tween people 

brother-in-law /'brAdor in b:/ noun a 
brother of your husband or wife, a husband 
of your sister, or a husband of a husband’s or 
wife’s sister (NOTE: The plural is broth- 
ers-in-law.) 

brotherly /'brAdoli/ adj kind or protective 
like a brother O She was expecting some 
brotherly advice, instead of which her 
brother told her she was a fool. 

© brought /broit/i> bring 
brow /brau/ noun 1. the forehead O She 
wrinkled or knit her brow as she tried to un¬ 
derstand the guidebook. □ by the sweat of 
your brow with a lot of hard work O He be¬ 
came a millionaire by the sweat of his brow. 
2. an eyebrow, the line of hair above the eye 
O He’s instantly recognisable with those 
dark bushy brows. 3. the top of a hill O Hav¬ 
ing reached the brow of the hill they stopped 
to look at the view. 

browbeat /'braubiit/ verb to bully some¬ 
one. Synonym intimidate (NOTE: browbeat 
- has browbeaten) 

© brown /braun/ adj with a colour like the 
earth or wood O She has brown hair and blue 
eyes. O It’s autumn and the leaves are turn¬ 
ing brown. O He’s very brown - he must have 
been sitting in the sun. Synonym tanned 
(NOTE: browner - brownest) ■ noun the 
colour brown O I’d prefer a darker brown 
than this. ■ verb to cook food until it is 
brown O Brown the onions in a little butter. 
Synonym fry 

brown bear /braun 'beo/ noun a large 
wild animal found in mountain areas 
brown bread /braun 'bred/ noun bread 
made from brown flour 


brownfield 


94 


bubble 


brownfield /'braunfiild/ adj referring to 
land that previously had industrial building 
on it but is now available for housing 
brownie /'brauni/ noun a small chocolate 
cake usually with nuts 

Brownie /'brauni/ noun a member of the 
branch of the Guides for younger girls 
brownie points /'brauni points/ plural 
noun an imaginary sign of approval for 
something good you have done ( informal ) 
brown rice /braun 'rais/ noun rice which 
still has its outer covering 
brown sugar /braun 'Jugo/ noun a type 
of sugar which has been processed so that it 
remains pale brown in colour 
® browse /brauz/ verb 1 . (of animals) to 
eat grass O The snow has gone, and the cows 
are browsing in the fields again. 2. (of a per¬ 
son) to wander around looking at things for 
sale O Do you need any help? - No, I’m just 
browsing. 3. to look through a book, newspa¬ 
per or magazine, without reading it properly 
O I browsed through several magazines at 
the doctor’s surgery. □ to browse on the 
Internet to go to various websites without 
looking for anything in particular 
browser /'brauzo/ noun computer soft¬ 
ware which allows you to browse on the 
Internet 

bruise /bruiz/ noun a dark, painful area on 
the skin, following a blow O She had bruises 
all over her arms. ■ verb 1. to make a bruise 
O She bruised her knee on the corner of the 
table. 2. □ to bruise easily to get bruises eas¬ 
ily because your skin is delicate O She 
bruises easily, even a little blow gives her a 
bruise. O Peaches are delicate fruit - they 
bruise easily. 

bruising /'bruizir)/ noun an area of bruises 
O The baby has bruising on the back and 
legs. ■ adj painful or unpleasant o A bruising 
encounter with the police. 
brunch /brAntJV noun a meal taken from 
about 10 a.m., a combination of breakfast 
and lunch 

brunette /brui'net/ noun a person, usually 

a woman, with dark brown hair 

brunt /brAnt/ noun □ to bear the brunt of 

to suffer most effects of O The west coast 
bore the brunt of the storm. O She bore the 
brunt of the criticism. 

@ brush /brAj/ noun 1. a tool made of a 
handle and hairs or wire, used for jobs such 
as cleaning or painting O You need a stiff 
brush to get the mud off your shoes. O She 
used a very fine brush to paint the details. O 
He was painting the front of the house with a 
large brush. (NOTE: The plural is brushes.) 
2. the act of cleaning with a brush O She gave 
the coat a good brush. 3. land covered with 
bushes or low trees O They walked through 


the brush for several miles. 4. a near miss, 
when something nearly happens to harm you 
O They had a brush with death on the motor¬ 
way. 5. a short argument or fight with some¬ 
one O He’s had several brushes with the 
police recently. 6. the tail of a fox ■ verb 1. 
to clean with a brush O He brushed his shoes 
before going to the office. O Always remem¬ 
ber to brush your teeth before you go to bed. 
2. to go past something touching it gently O 
She brushed against me as she came into the 
cafe. 

brush off /,brAj 'Df/ verb 1. to clean some- 
thing off with a brush O He brushed the mud 
off his boots. 2. to ignore something because 
it is not very important O So far he has man¬ 
aged to brush off all the complaints about his 
work. 

brush up /,brAj 'Ap/ verb to make your 
knowledge better 

brushwood /'bi'Ajwud/ noun a mass of 
small bushes and broken wood. Synonym 

firewood 

brusque /brusk/ adj using very few words 
and not being very polite. Synonym abrupt. 
Antonym friendly 

brusquely /'bruskli/ adv rudely, using few 
words 

Brussels /'brAs(o)lz/ noun the capital of 
Belgium 

Brussels sprout /,brAs(3)lz 'spraut/ 
noun 1. a green vegetable like a very small 
cabbage 2. the plant that Brussels sprouts 
grow on 

brutal /'bruit(o)l/ adj cruel and violent 
brutality /bru:'teeliti/ noun violent actions. 
Synonym cruelty (NOTE: usually no plural; 
to indicate a plural you can say acts of 
brutality) 

brutally /'bru:t(o)li/ adv in a cruel and vio¬ 
lent way 

brute /bruit/ noun 1. a violent person o 
Her husband’s such a brute, sometimes Ifear 
for her safety. 2. a man who does not worry 
about upsetting people The brute didn ’t even 
ring me up to let me know he was getting 
married. O You brute! You could have given 
me a lift. 3. a large animal O Three bears 
came near our camp and one big brute tried 
to get into my tent. 

brutish /'bruitij/ adj rude, dirty and 
violent 

BSc abbr bachelor of science O She has a 
BSc in Chemistry. (NOTE: written after the 
name: Jane Bushell BSc) 

BSE abbr bovine spongiform encephalo¬ 
pathy O The public has lost confidence in 
beef as a result of BSE. 

BTW abbr by the way 
® bubble /'bAb(o)l/ noun air or gas con¬ 
tained in a liquid O Bubbles of gas rose to the 


bubble gum 

surface of the lake. O He blew bubbles in his 
drink. ■ verb to make bubbles, to have bub¬ 
bles inside O The porridge was bubbling in 
the pan. Synonym fizz 

bubble gum /'bAb(o)l gAm/ noun 1. a 
type of chewing gum that can be blown from 
the mouth into large bubbles 2. pop music 
aimed at the younger teenage market and 
usually considered to be lacking in 
originality 

bubble up /,bAb(o)l 'Ap/ verb to come to 
the surface as bubbles 

bubbly /'bAbli/ adj 1 . with bubbles o For a 
really bubbly bath, pour the soap in under 
running hot water. 2. □ she has a bubbly 
personality she’s a lively person ■ noun 
champagne ( informal ) O Come and have a 
glass of bubbly to celebrate the birth of our 
son. (NOTE: no plural) 

@ buck /bAk/ noun 1. a male of certain ani¬ 
mals such as the hare, rabbit, deer or goat O a 
buck rabbit (NOTE: The females are called 
does.) 2. US a dollar o It’ll cost you ten 
bucks. O You couldn’t lend me 100 bucks, 
could you? □ to make a quick buck to get 
rich quickly O All he wants is to make a quick 
buck. 3. □ to pass the buck to pass responsi¬ 
bility to someone else ( informal) o The man¬ 
ager is a very weak character, he’s always 
passing the buck. □ the buck stops here I am 
the person who is responsible ■ verb 1. □ to 
buck the trend to behave in a surprisingly 
different way O Sales of health books have 
bucked the trend and risen sharply. 2. (of 
horses) to jump in the air o The horses 
bucked at the sound of gunfire. 

<D bucket /'bAkit/ noun 1. a round con¬ 
tainer with a handle but no lid, used mainly 
for liquids O Throw the water on the fire and 
pass the empty bucket back to me. □ to kick 
the bucket to die ( informal) O Don’t worry - 
I don’t intend to kick the bucket just yet! □ to 
come down in buckets to pour with rain O 
You should have seen the rain - it was com¬ 
ing down in buckets ! 2. the contents of a 
bucket O He brought a bucket of water from 
the river. O They threw buckets of water on 
the fire. ■ verb to pour with rain ( informal ) o 
It’s bucketing down outside. 
bucketful /'bAkitful/ noun an amount con¬ 
tained in a bucket □ by the bucketful in 
large quantities ( informal ) o They were 
drinking beer by the bucketful. 
buckle /'bAk(o)l/ noun a metal or plastic 
fastener for a strap O She wore a black 
leather belt with a big gold buckle. O These 
shoes are fastened with buckles. ■ verb 1. to 
attach with a buckle O He buckled on his seat 
belt. O The little girl can buckle her sandals 
all by herself. 2. to bend and collapse O The 
whole bridge buckled under the weight of the 
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traffic. 3. to become bent O The front wheel 

of my bicycle has buckled. 

buckle down /,bAk(a)l 'daun/ verb to 

start to work hard ( informal) 

buck up /,bAk 'Ap/ verb 1. to hurry up o 

Buck up, or we ’ll miss the train. 2. □ to buck 

someone up to make someone more lively o 

A hot drink will soon buck you up. O If you 

don’t buck your ideas up, you ’ll be joining 

the dole queue! 

buckwheat /'bAkwiit/ noun a dark grain, 
which makes a brown flour used in pancakes 
bucolic /bjui'kolik/ adj referring to the 
countryside. Synonym rural 
bud lb\dl noun a place where a new shoot 
or flower comes on a plant O It was spring 
and the buds on the trees were beginning to 
open. □ in bud flower which has not yet 
opened O The roses are in bud. □ to nip 
something in the bud to stop something be¬ 
fore it develops any further O We must try to 
nip the staff protests in the bud. ■ verb (of a 
shoot) to make buds O The trees are budding 
very early this year. 

Buddhism /'budiz(9)m/ noun a religion 
based on the teaching of the Indian philoso¬ 
pher known as Buddha 
Buddhist /'budist/ adj referring to Bud¬ 
dhism or the teaching of Buddha O a Bud¬ 
dhist temple O a Buddhist monk ■ noun a 
person who follows the teaching of Buddha 
O Life in Nepal suits him so much that he’s 
become a Buddhist. 

budding /'bAdir)/ adj studying to be, hop¬ 
ing to be 

buddy /'bAdi/ noun mainly US a friend (in¬ 
formal) (NOTE: The plural is buddies.) 
budge verb to move 

budgerigar /'bAd33riga:/ noun a small 
colourful tropical bird often kept as a pet 
(NOTE: often called a budgie) 

® budget /'bAd3it/ noun 1. an amount 
of money that can be spent on something O 
There isn’t enough money in the household 
budget to pay for a new carpet. □ publicity 
budget money allowed for spending on 
publicity O We’ve increased the publicity 
budget by 50%. 2. □ the Budget the 
government’s plans for spending and tax ■ 
adj costing less than usual. Synonym 
cheap. Antonym expensive ■ verb to plan 
how you will spend money in the future 
O It would be helpful if you learnt to budget. 
O They are having to budget carefully before 
going on holiday in Greece. □ to budget for 
to plan to spend money on something O 
We’re budgeting for a 10% increase in elec¬ 
tricity prices. 

budgetary /'bAd3it(3)ri/ adj referring to a 
budget. Synonym financial 
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budget travel /.bAdjit 'traev(a)]/ noun 
cheap travel 

budgie /'bAdji/ noun same as budgerigar 
( informal) 

buff /bAf/ ad] of a pale brown colour O The 
document you’re looking for is in a buff 
folder. ■ noun 1. a pale brown colour o This 
type of envelope comes in blue, green and 
buff only. 2. an enthusiast O This is the best 
dictionary for crossword buffs. 3. □ in the 
buff naked ( informal) o Give me time to 
dress, I’m in the buff just now. O They all 
stripped to the buff and plunged into the lake. 

■ verb to make something shine O Young re¬ 
cruits have to spend hours buffing their 
boots. Synonym polish 
buffalo /'bAfobu/ noun 1. same as water 
buffalo O The old man was walking behind a 
plough pulled by a pair of buffaloes. 2. a 
large wild animal with long hair, like a large 
bull, which used to be common in North 
America but is reduced in numbers. Also 
called bison (NOTE: The plural is buffaloes 
or buffalo; for a qroup, you say a herd of 
buffalo.) 

® buffer /'bAfo/ noun 1. a shock-absorbing 
pad O The cushion acts as a buffer between 
the two pieces of machinery. O The train 
failed to stop and crashed into the buffers. 2. 
something placed between two powerful 
forces, which prevents problems occurring 
between them O The UN tried to establish a 
buffer zone between the two factions. 
buffer state /'bAfs steit/ noun a small 
country between two large opposing states 
buffet /'bAfit/ noun /'bufei/ 1. a meal 
where the food is in dishes on a table, and 
each person helps himself O The hotel serves 
a buffet breakfast. 2. a sideboard ■ verb to 
push someone or something around in an un¬ 
controlled way O She stood on the deck, buf¬ 
feted by the wind. 

buffet car /'bufei ka:/ noun the part of a 
train where you can buy drinks and snacks. 
Compare restaurant car 
buffoon /ba'fuin/ noun someone who acts 
in a funny or stupid way (dated). Synonym 
clown 

(D bug /bAg/ noun 1. an insect o What are 
these bugs on the roses? 2. a germ O She got 
a stomach bug on holiday. 3. an error in a 
computer program O You need a special pro¬ 
gram to remove the bugs in the system. ■ 
verb 1. to plant a hidden microphone O They 
met in Hyde Park because he was afraid his 
flat had been bugged. 2. to annoy someone O 
What’s bugging him? (NOTE: bugging - 
bugged) 

bugbear /'bAgbes/ noun something that 
upsets or annoys someone. Synonym 

problem 
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bugging device /'bAgig di.vais/ noun a 
hidden microphone 

buggy /'bAgi/ noun 1 . a little electric car 
for one or two people O Beach buggies have 
vety large tyres so that they can drive on 
sand. O Some people hire buggies when they 
play golf. 2. a light folding chair with wheels 
for pushing a baby in O She pushed the buggy 
across the busy road. 

bugle /'bju:g(3)l/ noun a brass musical in¬ 
strument similar to a trumpet, mainly used in 
the army 

(D build /bild/ noun the shape of the body o 
She’s a girl of slender build. O He has the 
same build as his father. Synonym shape ■ 
verb to make something by putting things to¬ 
gether O The house was only built last year. 
O They are planning to build a motorway 
across the field. O The children built sand 
castles on the beach. O He built his business 
from scratch. (NOTE: building - built /bilt/) 
(D builder /'bilda/ noun a person who 
builds buildings 

(D building /'bildir)/ noun 1 . something 
which has been built, such as a house, rail¬ 
way station or factory O The flood washed 
away several buildings. O His office is on the 
top floor of the building. 2. used in names of 
large office blocks O the Shell Building 3. the 
action of constructing something O The 
building of the pyramids must have taken 
many years. 

building blocks /'bildig blDks/ plural 
noun 1. small pieces of wood, used by chil¬ 
dren to build structures such as castles o 
Most children like to play with building 
blocks. 2. one of the parts which form a 
whole O Printed books are the essential 
building blocks of a national library. 
building site /'bildig sait/ noun a piece of 
land where a large building is being built 
@ building society /'bildirj ss.saisti/ 
noun an organisation which pays interest on 
people’s savings and lends money to people 
buying houses or flats 

build up /,bild 'Ap/ verb to increase o The 
pressure is building up on him to resign. O 
Gas built up rapidly in the boiler until it 
exploded. 

build-up /'bild Ap/ noun 1 . the prepara¬ 
tions for something 2. a gradual increase in 
something O a build-up of traffic 3. a flatter¬ 
ing description of someone or something O 
We ’d expected someone funnier after all the 
build-up. 

-built /bilt/ suffix made or constructed 
built-in /'bilt in/ adj made as part of a room 
or machine 

built-up area /,bilt ap 'esria/ noun area 
of a town where there are many buildings 


bulb 
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® bulb /bAlb/ noun 1. a fat underground 
part of some plants, from which leaves and 
flowers grow O She planted daffodil bulbs all 
round the house. 2. a glass ball which gives 
electric light O You’ll need a ladder to 
change the bulb. 

bulbous /'bAlbos/ adj fat and round. Syn¬ 
onym rounded 

bulge lb\\d^l noun a swelling o There’s a 
little bulge in the carpet - I guess we ’ll find 
the missing toy underneath. Synonym protu¬ 
berance ■ verb □ to bulge with to be fat 
with O Her pockets were bulging with bun¬ 
dles of notes. O Father’s briefcase bulged not 
with important papers but with toys for his 
children. 

bulging /'bAld 3 ig/ adj sticking out 
bulimia /bjui'limio/ noun a psychological 
condition where the patient eats too much 
and is incapable of controlling their eating 
bulk /bAlk/ noun a large amount □ in bulk 
in large quantities O It is cheaper to buy sta¬ 
tionery for the school in bulk. □ the bulk of 
most of O The bulk of our sales are in Eu¬ 
rope. O She finished the bulk of the work be¬ 
fore lunch. 

bulkhead /'bAlkhed/ noun a wall inside a 
ship or aircraft 

bulky /'bAlki/ adj awkwardly large (NOTE: 

bulkier - bulkiest) 

bull /bul/ noun 1. a male of the cow family 
O Be careful when you cross the field - 
there’s a bull in it. □ to take the bull by the 
horns to try to deal with a difficult problem 
(informal ) o He decided to take the bull by 
the horns and tell his father that he was leav¬ 
ing the family firm. 2. a male animal O a bull 
walrus O a bull elephant 3. a person who be¬ 
lieves that stock market prices will rise 
bulldog /'buldog/ noun a short strong dog 
with a flat face 

bulldoze /'buldouz/ verb 1. to knock down 
or to clear using a bulldozer O They bull¬ 
dozed the old farm buildings. 2. to force □ he 

bulldozed his proposal through the com¬ 
mittee he forced the committee to agree to 
his proposal 

bulldozer /'buldouzo/ noun a large power¬ 
ful tractor with a curved plate in front for 
pushing or moving earth 
bullet /'bulit/ noun a piece of metal fired 
from a hand gun O He loaded his gun with 
bullets. O Two bullets had been fired. 
bulletin /'bulotin/ noun information on a 
situation 

bulletin board /'bulitin bo:d/ noun 1 . US 
a board on which notices can be placed 
(NOTE: The British term is noticeboard.) 2. 
(on the Internet ) a system of sending mes¬ 
sages or advertising events O She advertised 
the concert on the bulletin board. 


bump 

bullet point /'built point/ noun a printed 
symbol before a word or other item in a list 
bullet-proof /'bulitpruif/ adj made so that 
bullets cannot go through 
bullfight /'bulfait/ noun an entertainment 
in Spain, where a man fights a bull 
bullfighter /'bulfaita/ noun a man who 
fights bulls 

bullfinch /'bulfintj/ noun a small finch 
with red breast 

bullfrog /'bulfrog/ noun a large frog 
bullion /'bulion/ noun gold or silver bars 
bullish /'bulij/ adj feeling that the stock 
market is likely to rise 

bull market /'bul ,maikit/ noun a period 
when prices on the stock market rise as peo¬ 
ple buy shares because they think share 
prices will rise still further. Antonym bear 
market 

bullock /'bulok/ noun a young castrated 
bull 

bull’s eye /'bulz ai/ noun 1. the centre of 
the target which you try to hit in sports such 
as archery, darts or rifle shooting O This tar¬ 
get is not easy, the bull’s eye is very small. 2. 
a direct hit in the centre of a target O No one 
scored a bull’s eye. 3. a large striped pepper¬ 
mint sweet O He bought a packet of bull’s 
eyes. 

bully /'buli/ noun a person who hurts or is 
unkind to weaker people (dated) o He’s a 
bully and is always trying to frighten smaller 
children. Synonym tormentor (NOTE: The 
plural is bullies.) ■ verb to be unkind to 
someone who is weaker O She was bullied by 
the other children in school. Synonym intim¬ 
idate (NOTE: bullying - bullied) 
bum /bAm/ (informal) noun 1. a person’s 
bottom O He just sits on his bum all day, do¬ 
ing nothing. 2. US a person who sits around 
doing nothing O Can’t you bums find some¬ 
thing to do? 3. a person who is very keen on 
something o a ski bum ■ verb □ to bum 
something off someone to ask someone for 
something O He always trying to bum ciga¬ 
rettes off his friends. O Can I bum a 
cigarette? 

bum bag /'bAm baeg/ noun a small bag at¬ 
tached to a belt for keeping valuables in 
bumblebee /'bAmb(o)lbi:/ noun a large 
brown furry bee 

bumbling /'bAmblig/ adj confused and in¬ 
efficient (informal) 

bumf /bAmf/ noun paper, usually useless 
documents O What’s all this pile of bumf on 
my desk? 

<D bump /bAmp/ noun 1. a slight knock o 
The boat hit the landing stage with a bump. 
2. a raised place O Drive slowly, the road is 
full of bumps. 3. a raised place on your body, 
where something has hit it O He has a bump 
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on the back of his head. ■ verb to hit some¬ 
thing or a part of the body O He's crying be¬ 
cause he bumped his head on the door. 
bumper /'bAmpo/ adj very large O a 
bumper crop of corn O We’re publishing a 
bumper edition of children’s stories. O Last 
year was a bumper year for sales of mobile 
phones. Synonym plentiful ■ noun a protec¬ 
tive bar on the front and back of a car O He 
backed into a lamppost and dented the rear 
bumper. O There was a mile-long traffic jam 
with cars standing bumper-to-bumper. 
bump into /,bAmp 'intu:/ verb 1. to hit 
slightly O Be careful not to bump into the 
wall when you’re reversing. 2. □ to bump 
into someone to meet someone by chance o 
I bumped into him at the station. 
bump off /,bAmp 'Df/ verb to murder 
someone (slang). Synonym kill 
bump start /'bAmp start/ verb to start a 
car engine when the battery is flat by 
putting it into gear and then pushing it O 
We bump started the car and drove to town to 
get a new battery. ■ noun the process of 
starting a car engine when the battery is 
flat by putting it into gear and then pushing it 
O Two passers-by gave me a bump start. 
Compare jump start 

bumpy /'bAmpi/ adj not smooth (NOTE: 
bumpier - bumpiest) 

@ bun /bAn/ noun 1. a little round bread or 
cake O Hamburgers are made of minced beef 
fried and served in a bun. O The icing on 
these buns is too sweet. 2. hair tied up in a 
knot O She wears her hair in a bun. 

® bunch /bAntJ/ noun 1. a group of things 
taken together o He carries a bunch of keys 
attached to his belt. O He brought her a 
bunch of flowers. O I work with a nice bunch 
of people. 2. several small fruits on the same 
stem O a bunch of grapes O a bunch of ba¬ 
nanas □ the pick of the bunch the best out 
of the group 3. a group of people taken to¬ 
gether O They ’re a nice bunch of people. O 
Bunches of people were waiting on street 
corners. O A bunch of racing cyclists came 
round the corner. (NOTE: The plural is 
bunches.) ■ verb to form a group o There 
were three candidates with excellent results, 
with the rest bunched together at the 50% 
mark. 

bundle /'bAnd(o)l/ noun a parcel of things 
wrapped up or tied up together o A bundle of 
clothes was all she possessed, o He produced 
a bundle of papers tied up with green string. 
O She left her clothes in a bundle on the 
floor. □ bundle of nerves a very nervous 
person ( informal ) ■ verb 1. to put things 
somewhere quickly without being careful O 
He bundled the papers into a drawer. O She 
bundled the children off to school. O The po¬ 
lice bundled him into the back of their van. 2. 
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to sell a software programme at the same 
time as you sell hardware, both sold together 
at a special price O The word-processing 
package is bundled with the computer. 
bung /bAg/ noun something which is used 
to block a hole, as in a wine cask ■ verb to 
throw ( informal) o Don’t keep that paper - 
just bung it in the wastepaper basket. 

(D bungalow /'bAggolou/ noun a house 
with only a ground floor 
bungee-jumping /'bAnd 3 i: ,d 3 Ampig/ 
noun a sport which consists of jumping from 
a high point such as a bridge when attached 
by your ankles to a long elastic cable, so that 
instead of hitting the ground, you bounce up 
into the air 

bungle /'bAgg(o)l/ verb to do something 
badly ( informal ) 

bungler /'bAgglo/ noun a person who has 
done a job badly ( informal ) 
bunion /'bAnjon/ noun a swelling of the 
first joint of the big toe 
bunk /bAgk/ noun 1. a bed attached to a 
wall, especially in a ship O He climbed up 
into his bunk and fell asleep. O Do you want 
the top bunk or the bottom one? 2. □ to do a 
bunk to run away ( informal ) o As soon as 
they saw the police van, they did a bunk 
across some waste land. 
bunk beds /'bAgk bedz/ plural noun two 
beds one on top of the other, with a ladder to 
climb to the top one O We put the children in 
bunk beds because they take up less space. 
bunker /'bAgko/ noun 1 . a room with espe¬ 
cially strong walls, often underground O The 
soldiers defended the bunker for several 
days. O As the enemy approached, the minis¬ 
ters hid in a bunker under the presidential 
palace. 2. an open pit filled with sand placed 
on a golf course to trap balls and make diffi¬ 
culties for the players 

(D bunny /'bAni/ noun a child’s name for a 
rabbit ( informal ) (NOTE: The plural is bun¬ 
nies.) 

Bunsen burner /.bAnson 'b3:no/ noun a 
piece of equipment with a small gas flame, 
used in laboratories 

bunting /'bAntig/ noun 1. a type of small 
singing bird (NOTE: The plural is buntings.) 
2. strings of small flags O They draped bunt¬ 
ing across the front of the building. (NOTE: 
no plural in this meaning) 
buoy /boi/ noun a floating marker in the 
sea, or in a lake or river O Light buoys 
show the harbour’s entrance at night. O The 
canoes will race around the buoys at the 
end of the lake. ■ verb □ to buoy someone 
up to cheer someone up O A win in the 
quarter-finals kept the fans buoyed up. 
buoyancy /'boionsi/ noun the quality of 
being able to float 
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buoyant /'boiont/ adj 1. which can float 
easily, which helps something float easily O 
The raft became waterlogged and was no 
longer buoyant. O Salt water is more buoyant 
than fresh water. 2. full of confidence O She 
left the meeting in a very buoyant mood. 
burble /'b3:b(o)l/ noun a low continuous 
sound O The burble of little children playing 
in the garden. ■ verb to make a low continu¬ 
ous sound O The brook burbled softly outside 
the window. 

<S> burden /'b3:dn/ noun 1. a heavy load o 
He relieved her of her burden. 2. something 
hard to bear O I think he finds running the of¬ 
fice at his age something of a burden. □ to 
make someone’s life a burden to make 
someone’s life difficult 
bureau /'bjuorou/ noun 1. an office O He 
filed the report from the New York bureau. 2. 
an antique desk 3. US a chest of drawers O 
My socks are in the bureau in the bedroom. 
4. US a section of a government department 
(NOTE: The plural is bureaux /'bjuorouz/.) 
bureaucracy /bjuo'rokrosi/ noun 1. a 
group of officials working for central or local 
government, or for an international body O 
The investigation of complaints is in the 
hands of the local bureaucracy. 2. a compli¬ 
cated official system O Red tape and bureau¬ 
cracy slow down charitable work. O I’m fed 
up with all this bureaucracy, just to get an 
export licence. 

bureaucrat /'bjuorokraet/ noun a person 
who runs an office or government depart¬ 
ment. Synonym official 
bureaucratic ^bjuoro'krastik/ adj refer¬ 
ring to official systems and processes 
bureau de change /.bjuorou do 'Jbn 3 / 
noun an office where you can change foreign 
money (NOTE: The plural is bureaux de 
change.) 

burgeoning /'b3:d3onir)/ adj growing fast 
burgh /'bAro/ noun same as borough 
( Scotland) 

® burglar /'b3iglo/ noun a person who tries 
to get into a building to steal. Synonym thief 
burglar alarm /'b3:gbr o.lcum/ noun a 
piece of equipment which makes a loud noise 
if someone enters a building illegally 
burglary /'b3:glori/ noun a robbery by a 
burglar. Synonym break-in 
burgle /'b3:g(o)l/ verb to enter a building 
and steal things from it. Synonym rob 
burgundy /'b3:gondi/ noun 1. red and 
white wine from Burgundy in the central part 
of France O Would you prefer a white or a 
red burgundy with your quails? 2. a dark red 
colour O Burgundy is not a colour I would 
choose for a car. ■ adj dark red O Is this bur¬ 
gundy sports car yours? 
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® burial /'beriol/ noun a ceremony of bury¬ 
ing a dead person 

burial ground /'beriol graund/ noun a 
piece of land where people are buried when 
they are dead. Synonym cemetery 
burly /'b3ili/ adj (of a person) strong and 
solid. Synonym brawny (NOTE: burlier - 
burliest) 

(D burn /b3in/ noun 1. a burnt area of the 
skin or a surface O She had burns on her face 
and hands. O There’s a burn on the edge of 
the table where he left his cigarette. 2. (in 
Scotland) a small river ■ verb 1 . to damage 
or destroy by fire or by heat O All our clothes 
were burnt in the hotel fire. O She burnt her 
finger on the hot frying pan. O The hotel was 
burnt to the ground last year. O The sun and 
wind burnt his face. □ look, you’ve burnt 
the bacon you’ve cooked the bacon so much 
that it is black □ to burn the candle at both 
ends to work much too hard (informal) o He 
gets up early to go to the office, and comes 
home late - he’s burning the candle at both 
ends. □ to have or get your lingers burnt to 
suffer a loss O He got his fingers burnt in the 
American legal case. □ he’s burnt his boats 
or his bridges he can’t go back now 2. to be 
on fire O The firemen were called to the 
burning school. 3. to use as a fuel O The 
cooker burns gas. 

burn down /,b3in 'daun/ verb 1. to de¬ 
stroy something completely by fire O They 
were playing with matches and burnt the 
house down. 2. to be destroyed completely 
by fire O The building had burnt down before 
the firemen arrived. 

burner /'b3:no/ noun a piece of equipment 
with a flame for heating something □ to put 
something on the back burner to delay 
dealing with something O All decisions about 
the project have been put on the back burner. 
burning /'b3:mr)/ adj 1. very hot o The 
baby must have a temperature - his face is 
burning. O Careful, the pan is burning hot. 2. 
painful, as though being touched by some¬ 
thing hot O She had a burning pain in her left 
eye. 3. very keen O He had a burning desire 
to go to Egypt. 4. □ burning question an im¬ 
portant matter, which is likely to cause a lot 
of argument O Who will be the new mayor, 
that is the burning question at the moment. 
burn out /,b3in 'aut/ verb 1. to destroy the 
inside completely by fire O The restaurant 
was completely burnt out. 2 . □ to burn your¬ 
self out to work so hard that you cannot work 
any more O She burnt herself out setting up 
her own business. 

d> burnt /b3int/ adj black with fire 
burnt-out /,b3int 'aut/ adj completely 
tired physically or emotionally through too 
much hard work, stress, or fast living 
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burp /b3:p/ noun the noise when bringing 
up air from the stomach O When the baby 
stops drinking, pat him gently on the back 
until he makes a burp. ■ verb 1. to make a 
burp O There is nothing like a fizzy drink to 
make you burp. 2. □ to burp a baby to make 
a baby burp by gently patting on the back O 
Have you burped the baby yet? 
burrow /'bArou/ noun a rabbit hole o The 
rabbits all popped down into their burrow 
when we came near. ■ verb to dig under¬ 
ground O Moles have burrowed under the 
lawn. 

bursar /'b3iso/ noun a person in charge of 
the finances of a school or college 
bursary /'b3:s(o)ri/ noun money given to 
some students to help them pay for their 
studies 

3) burst /b3ist/ noun 1. a sudden loud 
sound O There was a burst of gunfire and 
then silence. O Bursts of laughter came from 
the office. 2. a sudden effort or activity O He 
put on a burst of speed. O In one of her peri¬ 
odical bursts of efficiency she sorted out the 
old stock. ■ verb to explode suddenly o A 
water main burst in the High Street. O When 
she picked up the balloon it burst. □ the 
river burst its banks the river flooded □ to 
be bursting at the seams to be very full, not 
to have any more space O The schools are 
bursting at the seams. 

bursting /'b3istip/ adj 1. eager to say 
something O He was bursting to tell everyone 
the news. 2. full of an emotion O She was 
bursting with pride at her children’s success. 
burst into /'b3ist intu:/ verb 1. to enter 
unexpectedly, in a rush O She burst into the 
meeting waving a bundle of papers. 2. to start 
to do something suddenly O She opened the 
letter and burst into tears. O The building 
burst into flames. 

burst out /,b3:st 'aut/ verb 1. to suddenly 
start O She burst out laughing. 2. to say 
something loudly O He burst out into a string 
of insults. 3. to leave quickly O She burst out 
of the shop, and started running down the 
street. 

bury /'beri/ verb to put into the ground o 
He was buried in the local cemetery. O Squir¬ 
rels often bury nuts in the autumn. □ to bury 
your face in your hands to hide your face in 
your hands, because you are embarrassed or 
sad □ to bury your head in the sand to pre¬ 
tend that a danger or problem does not exist 
(informal) □ to bury the hatchet to make 
peace with someone after an argument 
(D bus IbAsl noun a large motor vehicle 
which carries passengers O He goes to work 
by bus. O She takes the 8 o’clock bus to 
school every morning. O We missed the last 
bus and had to walk home. O The number 6 
bus goes to Oxford Street. 


busboy /'bAsboi/ noun US a boy or young 
man who helps a waiter in a restaurant by 
clearing dishes, bringing water, etc. 

(D bush /buj/ noun 1 . a small tree O An ani¬ 
mal was moving in the bushes. O A holly bush 
with red berries. (NOTE: The plural is 
bushes.) 2. □ the bush (in Africa, India, 
etc.) land covered with bushes or low trees o 
They walked through the bush for several 
days before finding a village. 
bushel /'buJ(o)l/ noun a measure of dry 
goods, such as grain (equal to 56 pounds) 
bush telegraph /buj 'teligraif/ noun in¬ 
formation which is passed by people talking 
to each other, usually on the phone ( informal ) 
bushy /'bufi/ adj (of hair) growing thickly. 
Synonym luxuriant. Antonym sparse 
(NOTE: bushier - bushiest) 
busily /'bizili/ adv in a busy way. Synonym 
actively. Antonym lazily 
® business /'bizms/ noun 1. an occupa¬ 
tion or trade, the work of buying or selling 
things O She works in the electricity business. 
O They do a lot of business with France. □ on 
business working O The sales director is in 
Holland on business. 2. a company O She 
runs a photography business. O He runs a 
secondhand car business. (NOTE: The plural 
is businesses.) 3. an affair or concern □ it’s 
none of your business it’s nothing to do with 
you 

business card /'bizms ka:d/ noun a card 
showing a businessman’s name and the name 
and address of the company he works for 
business class /'bizms klais/ noun 
travel which is less expensive than first class 
business hours /'bizms auoz/ plural 
noun the time when a business is open, usu¬ 
ally 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. (NOTE: The plural in 
this meaning is businesses) 
businesslike /'bizmslaik/ adj practical 
and efficient 

businessman /'bizmsmaen/ noun a man 
who is engaged in business, or who runs a 
business (NOTE: The plural is business¬ 
men.) 

business park /'bizms pa:k/ noun a 
group of small offices or small industrial 
buildings built together 
businessperson /'bizn9s ( p3:s(3)n/ 
noun a person who works in business, or who 
runs a business 

business plan /'bizms plaen/ noun a plan 
of the future development of a business 
business woman /'bizms .wumon/ 
noun a woman who is engaged in business, 
or who runs a business (NOTE: The plural is 
businesswomen.) 

busk /bAsk/ verb to entertain people in the 
street 


busker 
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busker /'bAsko/ noun a person who sings 
or plays a musical instrument, to entertain 
people in the street 

busking /'bAskir)/ noun the practice of 
singing or playing a musical instrument to 
entertain people in the street 
bus lane /'bAS lein/ noun a part of a road 
where only buses may go 
busman’s holiday /.bAsmonz 'holidei/ 
noun spare time which is spent doing some¬ 
thing similar to your normal job ( informal ) 
bus pass /'bAS pais/ noun a special ticket 
allowing you to use a bus at a cheaper rate, or 
without paying at all 

bus shelter /'bAS Jelto/ noun a construc¬ 
tion with a roof where you can wait for a bus 
bus station /bAS 'steij(3)n/, coach sta¬ 
tion /koutj 'steiJ(o)n/ noun a place where 
coaches or buses begin or end their journeys 
<D bus Stop /'bAS stop/ noun a place where 
a bus stops and passengers can get on or off 
bust /bASt/ noun 1. a sculpture of the head 
and shoulders O Have you seen the bust of 
the Prime Minister ? 2. a woman’s breasts ■ 
adj ( informal) 1 . broken o The washing ma¬ 
chine’s bust. 2. □ to go bust to fail, to be 
bankrupt O Thousands of people lost their 
savings when the bank went bust. ■ verb to 
break ( informal ) o She’s bust my precious 
vase! O He hit the ball hard and it bust a win¬ 
dow. (NOTE: busting - busted or bust) 
bustle /'bAs(o)l/ noun 1. a situation where 
people are hurrying around O It’s nice to sit 
quietly at home after the bustle of the office. 
2. a pad at the back of a Victorian dress ■ 
verb to hurry around doing things o She bus¬ 
tled around the kitchen getting dinner ready. 
bustling /'bAs(o)lir)/ adj very busy 
bust-up /,bAst 'ap/ noun ( informal ) 1. the 
breaking up of something such as a relation¬ 
ship or an organisation 2. a fight or bad 
argument 

<D busy /'bizi/ adj working on something, 
doing something O He was busy mending the 
dishwasher. O I was too busy to phone my 
aunt. O The busiest time for shops is the week 
before Christmas. □ the line’s busy at the 
moment someone is using the phone line □ 
the street is busy a street is full of pedestri¬ 
ans and traffic ■ verb □ to busy yourself 
with something to occupy yourself, to keep 
yourself busy doing something O My sister 
likes to busy herself with the garden now 
she’s retired. 

busybody /'bizibodi/ noun a person who 
is too interested in what other people do (in¬ 
formal) (NOTE: The plural is busybodies.) 

<D but /bot, bAt/ conj coming before a con¬ 
trast O He is very tall, but his wife is quite 
short. O We would like to come to your party, 
but we ’re doing something else that evening. 


butterfly stroke 

O I’m sorry, but there are no seats left. ■ 
prep except O Everyone but me is allowed to 
go to the cinema. O They had eaten nothing 
but apples. ■ adv only o This is but one of 
his mistakes. O We can but try. 
butane /'bjuitein/ noun a gas made from 
petroleum, used for heating and cooking and 
sold in special containers 
butch /but// adj (of a woman) not appear¬ 
ing to be very feminine 
(D butcher /'butJo/ noun a man who pre¬ 
pares and sells meat O Ask the butcher to pre¬ 
pare the pheasants for you. ■ verb to kill 
violently O The soldiers set fire to the village 
and butchered the inhabitants. 
butler /'bAtlo/ noun the most important 
male servant in a house, who serves at table, 
especially dealing with wine 
butt /bAt/ noun 1. a large container for wa¬ 
ter or wine O It has rained a lot lately and the 
rainwater butt is overflowing. 2. the end of a 
cigarette which has been smoked O He 
picked up old butts from the pavement. 3. the 
end of the handle of a gun which presses 
against the shoulder of the person firing it O 
The prisoners were beaten with rifle butts. 4. 
a person whom other people laugh at O He 
will always be the butt of their criticism if he 
doesn ’t dress any better. 5. a push with the 
head O The goat came up behind him and 
gave him a butt with its head. 6. US buttocks 
O to give someone a kick in the butt ■ verb to 
push with the head O The goat lowered its 
head and butted him. 

(D butter /'bAto/ noun a yellow fat made 
from cream, used on bread or for cooking O 
Could you pass the butter, please? O Don’t 
spread the butter so thick. O Fry the mush¬ 
rooms in butter. (NOTE: no plural: some but¬ 
ter; a knob of butter) ■ verb 1. to spread 
butter on something O She was busy butter¬ 
ing slices of bread for the sandwiches. 2. □ to 
butter someone up to flatter someone, to 
praise someone without really believing it to 
be true (informal) o Just butter up the boss a 
bit - tell him how good his golf is. 
buttercup /'bAtokAp/ noun a common yel¬ 
low flower found in fields 
butter-fingers /'bAto .fipgoz/ noun a per¬ 
son who often drops things (informal) 

<D butterfly /'bAtoflai/ noun 1. an insect 
with large brightly-coloured wings which co¬ 
mes out in daylight O Butterflies come out in 
the sunshine. 2 . □ to have butterflies in the 
stomach to feel very nervous (informal) o 
She had butterflies in the stomach before the 
interview. 

butterfly stroke /'bAtoflai strouk/ noun 
a style of swimming where the two arms are 
lifted forwards at the same time and pushed 
down into the water while kicking the legs 
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buttermilk /'bAtsmilk/ noun the thin milk 
left after butter has been made from cream 
butterscotch /'bAtosknlJ/ noun a sweet 
made from butter and sugar 
butt in /,bAt 'in/ verb to interrupt 
buttock /'bAtok/ noun one of the sides of 
someone’s buttocks 

buttocks /'bAtoks/ plural noun the part of 
the body on which you sit 
® button /'bAt(9)n/ noun 1. a little round 
disc for fastening clothes that you push 
through a buttonhole O The wind is cold - do 
up the buttons on your coat. O A button’s 
come off my shirt. 2. a little round disc which 
you push to operate something such as a bell 
O Press the ‘up ’ button to call the lift. O Push 
the red button to set off the alarm. ■ verb to 
fasten with buttons O He buttoned (up) his 
coat because it was cold. 
button-down collar /,bAt(3)n daun 
'kola/ noun a shirt collar held down with a 
button at each point 

buttonhole /'bAt(o)nhoul/ noun 1. a hole 
through which a button goes when it is fas¬ 
tened O You’ve put the button in the wrong 
buttonhole. 2. a flower worn in a little but¬ 
tonhole on a collar O He wore a buttonhole to 
the office every day. ■ verb to stop someone 
and start talking to him ( informal) 
button mushroom /'bAt(o)n .mAjruim/ 
noun a small round white mushroom 
buttress /'bAtros/ noun a wall or strong 
pillar built against another wall to support it 
O There are three buttresses on the side wall 
of the church. (NOTE: The plural is but¬ 
tresses.) ■ verb to support o You’ll need 
more evidence than that to buttress your ar¬ 
gument. Synonym strengthen 
buxom /'bAksom/ adj (of a woman) plump 
and attractive ( humorous) (NOTE: only used 
of women) 

® buy /bai/ verb to get something by paying 
money O I bought a newspaper on my way to 
the station. O She’s buying a flat. O She 
bought herself a pair of ski boots. O What did 
you buy your mother for her birthday? 
(NOTE: buying - bought /bo:t/) ■ noun 
something bought. Synonym purchase □ a 
good buy something which you have bought 
which is worth the money spent O That cam¬ 
era you bought was a very good buy. 

® buyer /'baio/ noun a person who buys. 
Synonym purchaser 

buyer’s market /'baioz ,ma:kit/ noun a 
market where products are sold cheaply be¬ 
cause there are more sellers than buyers. 
Compare seller’s market 
buy off /,bai 'of/ verb □ to buy someone 
off to pay someone not to do something O 
They were going to print the story in the local 
newspaper but we managed to buy them off. 


bye 

buy out /,bai 'aut/ verb □ to buy someone 
out to buy a partner’s share in a business O 
The co-founder of the firm bought out the 
other shareholders. 

buyout /'baiaut/ noun same as takeover 
buy up /,bai 'Ap/ verb to buy a large quan¬ 
tity of something 

buzz /bAz/ noun 1. a noise like the noise 
made by a bee O I can hear a buzz but I can’t 
see the bee. O The buzz of an electric saw in 
the garden next door. 2. a feeling of excite¬ 
ment O She gets a buzz from skiing fast 
downhill. 3. a telephone call O Give me a 
buzz tomorrow. (NOTE: The plural is 
buzzes.) ■ verb 1. to make a noise like a bee 
O Wasps were buzzing round the jam. 2. (of 
aircraft) to fly close to another aircraft to 
force it to go away O The plane was buzzed 
by enemy fighters and forced to land. 
buzzard /'bAZod/ noun a large bird of prey 
buzzer /'bAza/ noun a piece of equipment 
which buzzes as a signal of something 
buzz off /,bAZ 'Df/ verb to go away (infor¬ 
mal) 

buzzword /'bAZW3id/ noun a word which 
is frequently used (informal). Synonym 

slogan 

(D by /bai / prep 1. near o The house is just 
by the bus stop. O Sit down here by me. 2. be¬ 
fore, not later than O They should have ar¬ 
rived by now. O You must be home by eleven 
o ’clock. O It must be finished by Friday. 3. 
showing means or way O Send the parcel by 
airmail. O Get in touch with the office by 
phone. O They came by car. O She caught a 
cold by standing in the rain. O You make 
buck’s fizz by adding champagne to orange 
juice. O She paid by cheque, not by credit 
card. 4. showing the person or thing that did 
something O a painting by Van Gogh O 
‘Hamlet ’ is a play by Shakespeare. O A CD 
recorded by our local group. O The postman 
was bitten by the dog. O She was knocked 
down by a car. 5. □ by yourself alone O 
Don’t sit at home all by yourself. O She made 
the hat all by herself. O Can you find your 
way to the station by yourself? 6. showing 
how much O We sell tomatoes by the kilo. O 
Eggs are sold by the dozen. O Prices have 
been increased by 5%. O They won by 4 
goals to 2. 7. showing the size of something 
O The table is 60cm long by 25 wide. ■ adv 
1 . past O She drove by without seeing us. 2. □ 
by and large in general O By and large, the 
trains run on time. □ by far very much O A 
bike is by far the cheapest way to travel 
round London. O Of all small cars, this one 
uses by far the least amount of petrol. Syn¬ 
onym considerably 

bye 1 /bai/ noun (in cricket) a run scored 
without the batsman having hit the ball □ to 
have a bye (in sport) to pass to the next 


bye 

round of a competition without having to 
play 

® bye 2 /bai/, bye-bye /bai 'bai/ interj 
goodbye 

byelaw /'baibi/, by-law noun 1. a rule or 
law made by a local authority or public body 
but not by central government O A local 
byelaw says that this path is a public right of 
way. O Byelaws must be made by bodies 
which have been authorised by Parliament. 
2. one of a set of rules for running a club O 
According to the byelaws, the president is 
elected for three years only. 
by-election /'bai i.lekjon/ noun an elec¬ 
tion for Parliament when an MP has died or 
retired. Antonym general 
bygone /'baigon/ adj belonging to the past 
O A painting of a bygone age. Synonym 
past. Antonym future ■ noun □ to let by¬ 
gones be bygones to ignore something un¬ 
pleasant that happened in the past O After ten 
years of not speaking to each other they fi¬ 
nally decided to let bygones be bygones. 


byword 

by-line /'bai lain / noun the line at the be¬ 
ginning or end of an article in a newspaper, 
giving the name of the journalist who wrote it 
bypass /'baipais/ noun a road round a 
town O Take the bypass if you want to avoid 
congestion in the town centre. ■ verb to go 
round a town, avoiding the centre O It would 
be better if you could bypass the town centre 
on market day. O The main road bypasses the 
town centre. 

by-product /'bai .prodAkt/ noun a prod¬ 
uct made as a result of manufacturing a main 
product. Synonym side effect 
bystander /'baistasndo/ noun a person 
near where something is happening. Syn¬ 
onym onlooker. Antonym participant 
byte /bait/ noun a group of eight bits which 
a computer operates on as a single unit 
(NOTE: usually used in compounds kilo¬ 
byte, megabyte, etc. Do not confuse with 
bite.) 

byway /'baiwei/ noun an unimportant road 
byword /'baiW3id/ noun 1. somebody or 
something well-known for representing a 
particular quality 2. a word or phrase which 
is in common use 


103 


c 


C /si:/, C noun the third letter of the alphabet, 
between B and D 
C symbol carbon ■ abbr Celsius 
cab /kaeb/ noun 1 . a taxi, a car which takes 
people from one place to another for money 
O He took a cab to the airport. O She whis¬ 
tled for a cab. O Can you phone for a cab, 
please? O The office is only a short cab ride 
from the railway station. O Cab fares are 
very high in New York. 2. a separate part of a 
large vehicle for a driver O The truck driver 
climbed into his cab and started the engine. 
cabaret /'kaeborei/ noun entertainment 
given in a restaurant or club, with dancing 
and singing 

cabbage /'kaebid 3 / noun a vegetable with 
large pale green or red leaves which you eat 
cab driver /'kaeb ,draivo/, cabbie /'kaebi/ 
noun the driver of a taxi 
cabin /'kaebin/ noun 1. a small room on a 
ship O We booked a first-class cabin on the 
cruise. O She felt sick and went to lie down in 
her cabin. 2. a small hut O He has a cabin by 
a lake where he goes fishing. 3. the inside of 
an aircraft O The aircraft is divided into three 
separate cabins. O The first-class cabin is in 
the front of the plane. 

cabin crew /'kaebin kru:/ plural noun the 
people who look after the passengers on a 
plane 

(D cabinet /'kaebinot/ noun 1. a piece of 
furniture with shelves O a china cabinet 2. a 
committee formed of the most important 
members of a government O The cabinet met 
at 10 o ’clock this morning. O There’s a cabi¬ 
net meeting every Tuesday morning. 
cabinetmaker /'kaebinot.meiko/ noun a 
woodworker who makes fine furniture 
cabinet minister /'kaebinot ^inisto/ 
noun a minister who is also a member of the 
cabinet, t Prime Minister (NOTE: In the UK 
and USA, Ministers are also called secre¬ 
taries: the Foreign Secretary, Secretary for 
Commerce.) 

® cable /'keib(o)l/ noun 1. a wire for carry¬ 
ing electricity O He ran a cable out into the 
garden so that he could use his lawnmower. 
2. a thick rope or wire O The ship was at¬ 
tached to the quay by cables. 3. a wire for 
sending messages underground or under the 


sea O They’ve been digging up the pavements 
to lay cables. 4. a telegram O He sent a cable 
to his office asking for more money. ■ verb 
to send a telegram O He cabled his office to 
ask them to send more money. 

® cable car /'keib(o)l ka:/ noun 1. a vehi¬ 
cle which goes up a mountain, hanging from 
a wire O Ten people were killed when the ca¬ 
ble car fell to the floor of the valley. 2. US (in 
San Francisco) a type of tram which is 
pulled by a metal cable set in a channel in the 
road O We took the cable car down to Fisher¬ 
man ’s Wharf. 

cable television /,keib(o)l teli'vi3(3)n/, 
cable TV /,keib(o)l ti:'vi:/ noun a television 
system where the signals are sent along un¬ 
derground cables 

cacao /ko'kau/ noun a tropical tree, whose 
seeds are used to make cocoa and chocolate 
cache /kaeJV noun a hidden store o The po¬ 
lice found a cache of explosives in the shed. 
■ verb to file or store something O This pro¬ 
gram can cache any size of font. (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with cash.) 
cackle /'kaek(9)l/ noun 1. the noise made 
by hens □ to cut the cackle to stop talking 
(slang) o Let’s cut the cackle and get down 
to business. 2. a little high-pitched laugh ■ 
verb 1. to chatter 2. to make a little 
high-pitched laugh 

cacophony /ko'kofoni/ noun an unpleas¬ 
ant mixture of loud sounds. Synonym 

discord 

cactus /'kcektos/ noun a plant which grows 
in the desert (NOTE: The plural is cactuses 
or cacti /'kaektai/.) 

CAD /kaed/ abbr computer-aided design 
cadaverous /ko'daev^ros/ adj looking 
like a dead body 

caddie /'kaedi/ noun a person who carries 
the clubs for a golfer O Some of the best golf 
professionals started as caddies. Synonym 
assistant ■ verb □ to caddie for someone 
to carry a golfer’s clubs O My nephew is go¬ 
ing to caddie for me this weekend. 
caddy /'kaedi/ noun 1. a little box for keep¬ 
ing loose tea 2. same as caddie (NOTE: The 
plural is caddies.) 


cadenza 


105 


cadenza /ko'denzo/ noun a complicated 
section for an instrument in the middle of 
concerto or symphony 

cadet /ko'det/ noun a young person train¬ 
ing for the armed services or the police force. 
Synonym trainee 

cadge /k 2 ed 3 / verb to try to get something 
without having to pay for it ( informal ) 
cadmium /'kaedmiom/ noun a grey metal 
which can be poisonous to humans 
caesarean /si'zeorion/, caesarean sec¬ 
tion /si'zeorion ,sekJon/ noun an operation 
to deliver a baby by cutting through the ab¬ 
dominal wall into the uterus 
cafe /'kaefei/ noun a small restaurant selling 
light meals O We had a snack in the station 
cafe. 

cafeteria /.kaefa'tisria/ noun a self-service 
restaurant 

cafetiere /.kaefo'tjeo/ noun a coffee pot 
where you push down a filter to make the 
coffee 

caffeine /'kaefiin/ noun an alkaloid found 
in coffee, chocolate and tea which acts as a 
stimulant, t decaffeinated 
(D cage /keid 3 / noun a box made of wire or 
with metal bars for keeping birds or animals 
so they camiot get out O The rabbit got out of 
its cage. ■ verb to keep in a cage O He’s pac¬ 
ing about like a caged lion. 
caged /keid 3 d/ adj kept in a cage or prison 
cagey /'keid 3 i/ adj not wanting to share a 
secret (informal). Synonym wary. Antonym 
reckless (NOTE: cagier - cagiest) 
cagoule /ko'guil/ noun a lightweight wa¬ 
terproof anorak with a hood 
cahoots /ko'huits/ noun (informal) □ to 
be in cahoots with someone to work with 
someone against another person O I think 
she’s in cahoots with the drugs gang. 
cairn /keon/ noun a pile of stones to mark 
an important spot 

cajole /ko'd33ul/ verb □ to cajole someone 
into doing something to persuade someone 
to do something O It is unbelievable - she 
managed to cajole him into paying for her 
trip to Bermuda. 

<t> cake /keik/ noun 1. food made by mixing 
flour, eggs and sugar, and baking it O a piece 
of cherry cake O She had six candles on her 
birthday cake. O Have another slice of 
Christmas cake. O Would you like some 
chocolate cake ? □ it’s a piece of cake it’s 
very easy (slang) o The exam was a piece of 
cake - I finished it in half-an-hour! □ you 
can’t have your cake and eat it you can’t 
benefit from two opposing things 2. a small 
piece of something O a cake of soap 3. food 
made by mixing ingredients together into 
small round pieces which are then fried O A 


calf 

meal of fishcakes and chips. ■ verb to dry 
and form a hard crust on something 
caked /keikt/ adj covered with something 
that has become dry and hard O His boots 
were caked with mud. 

cake mix /'keik miks/ noun the main in¬ 
gredients for a cake which are bought ready 
mixed in a packet 

calamity /ko'laemiti/ noun a disaster 
(NOTE: The plural is calamities.) 
calcify /'kaelsifai/ verb to turn something 
into calcium or lime 

(D calcium /'kaelsiom/ noun a chemical ele¬ 
ment which is found in different forms, e.g. 
in chalk rocks, shells, bones and teeth, water, 
milk and some plants, and is an important 
part of a balanced diet O Their diet has a cal¬ 
cium deficiency or is deficient in calcium. 

(D calculate /'kaelkju.leit/ verb to find the 
answer to a problem using numbers O The 
bank clerk calculated the rate of exchange 
for the dollar. O I calculate that we have 
enough money left for a meal. O He calcu¬ 
lated that it would take us six hours to get to 
Madrid. Synonym work out 
calculated /'kaelkjuleitid/ adj deliberate. 
Synonym intended. Antonym spontane¬ 
ous □ a calculated insult an insult which 
was made on purpose 

calculated risk /.kaslkjuleitid 'risk/ 
noun a risk which you think you can take 
calculating /'kaelkjuleitir)/ adj who 
makes clever plans in a careful way and 
thinks about all the possible results 
d> calculation /.kaslkju'leiJXo)!!/ noun the 
act of calculating O According to my calcula¬ 
tions, we have enough fuel left to do only 
twenty kilometres. □ rough calculation a 
quick calculation which may not give an ex¬ 
actly correct answer to a problem using num¬ 
bers O I made some rough calculations on 
the back of an envelope. 

<D calculator /'kaelkjuleito/ noun a ma¬ 
chine for doing calculations 
calculus /'kaelkjulos/ noun 1. a part of 
mathematics which is the way of calculating 
varying rates O Calculus is now taught in 
sixth forms. 2. a hard mass like a little piece 
of stone, which forms inside the body 
calendar /'kaelindo/ noun a paper showing 
the days and months of the year 
calendar month /'kaelindo mAn0/ noun a 
month from the first day to the last 
calendar year /'kaslindo jio/ noun the 
twelve months from January 1st to December 
31st 

(D calf /ka:f/ noun 1 . a young cow or bull o 
The cow stood in a corner of the field with 
her two calves. 2. the young of some animals 
such as elephants or seals O The beach was 
covered with young seal calves. 3. (of a per- 
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son) the back part of the leg between the an¬ 
kle and the knee (NOTE: The plural is calves 
/kaivz/. The meat from a calf is veal.) 
calibrate /'kaelibreit/ verb to mark the de¬ 
grees or measurements on a scale. Synonym 
standardise 

calibre /'kaslibo/ noun 1. the measurement 
across the inside of a gun barrel O The two 
bullets come from same calibre guns. 2. a 
quality or ability which something or some¬ 
one has, particularly when it is of a high stan¬ 
dard O It’s work which he thinks is beneath a 
person of his calibre. (NOTE: [all senses] 
The US spelling is caliber.) 

(D call /ko:l/ noun 1. a telephone conversa¬ 
tion, or an attempt to get in touch with some¬ 
one by telephone O Were there any calls for 
me while I was out? □ to make a call to dial 
and speak to someone on the telephone O She 
wants to make a (phone) call to Australia. □ 
to take a call to answer the telephone 2. a 
telephone call or shout to wake someone o 
He asked for an early morning call. □ I want 
a call at 7 o’clock I want someone to wake 
me at 7 o’clock 3. a visit O The doctor made 
three calls on patients this morning. □ on 
call available for duty 4. the song of a bird O 
That’s the call of the nightingale. 5. need O 
There’s no call for anyone to be alarmed. ■ 
verb 1. to say something loudly to someone 
who is some distance away, to tell someone 
to come O Call the children when it’s time 
for tea. □ call me at 7 o’clock wake me up at 
7 □ to call a taxi to shout to a taxi to come 2. 
to give someone or something a name O Our 
cat’s called Felix. O They ’re going to call the 
baby Sam. O His name is John but everyone 
calls him Jack. O What do you call this com¬ 
puter programme? 3. to telephone O If he co¬ 
mes back, tell him I’ll call him when I’m in 
the office. O Mr Smith is out - shall I ask him 
to call you back? O Call the police - the shop 
has been burgled! O Can you call me a cab, 
please? 4. to visit O The doctor called at the 
house, but there was no one there. O The 
whole family called round to see if she was 
better. 

@ cal I box /'koilboks/ noun a public tele¬ 
phone box (NOTE: The plural is callboxes.) 
call centre /'ko:l 'sento/ noun a business 
that deals with all the telephone calls that 
people make to a large organisation, e.g. a 
bank 

caller /'koilo/ noun 1. a person who comes 
to visit O She can’t see any callers today. 2. a 
person who telephones O I picked up the 
phone and the caller asked for my father. 

® call for /'ko:l f oil verb 1. □ to call for 
someone to go to someone’s house to meet 
them and then go somewhere together O He 
called for me to take me to the theatre. 2. to 
need a particular skill or ability O Rescuing 


calm 

people with a helicopter calls for particular 
flying skills. 

calligraphy /ko'ligrofi/ noun the art of 
beautiful handwriting, using a special pen 
call in /,ko:l 'in/ verb 1. to ask somebody to 
come and give advice or help 2. to telephone 
a place of work in order to collect or leave a 
message 3. to ask for a sum of money to be 
paid back 4. to arrange for or request that 
something be returned, e.g. goods that are not 
suitable for sale 5. to make a short visit to 
somebody, especially without making an ar¬ 
rangement first 

calling /'koilig/ noun a job which someone 
does because they have a strong feeling that 
they should do it, especially because it will 
help other people. Synonym vocation 
(D call off /,ko:l 'of/ verb to decide not to do 
something which had been planned. Syn¬ 
onym cancel 

(D call on /'koil Dn/ verb 1. to visit someone 
O She called on her mother to see how she 
was. 2. to ask someone to do something O 
The police have called on everyone to watch 
out for the escaped prisoner. 
callous /'kaslos/ adj hard, unfeeling. Syn¬ 
onym heartless. Antonym warm-hearted 
call out /,ko:l 'aut/ verb 1. to ask a person 
or an organisation to give help 2. to tell 
workers to stop work to show they have an 
official disagreement with the management 
of the business 3. to challenge somebody to a 
duel or fight 4. to ask somebody, e.g. a doc¬ 
tor or someone whose job is to repair things, 
to come to your house and deal with an 
emergency 

callow /'kaelou/ adj young and with not 
much experience of life. Synonym 

inexperienced 

call sign /'ko:l sain/ noun letters or words 
which identify a radio station 
(D call up /,ko:l Ap/ verb to tell someone to 
join the army, navy or air force O Thousands 
of men were called up at the beginning of the 
war. 

call-up /'ko:l Ap/ noun an order to join the 
army. Synonym conscription 
callus /'kaslos/ noun a hard area of skin on 
your body (NOTE: The plural is calluses.) 
call waiting /,koil 'weitig/ noun a service 
offered by a telephone company that allows 
somebody to answer an additional call from 
someone without losing their connection to 
the current call 

(D calm /ka:m/ adj quiet, not rough or ex¬ 
cited O The sea was perfectly calm and no 
one was seasick. O Keep calm, everything 
will be all right. Synonym tranquil. Ant¬ 
onym agitated (NOTE: calmer - calmest) ■ 
noun a period of quiet o The calm of the 
Sunday afternoon was broken by the sound of 


can 


107 


calmly 

jazz from the house next door. ■ verb to 
make someone, or a situation, more peaceful 
□ to calm down to make someone quieter; to 
become quieter and less annoyed O She 
stroked his hand to try to calm him down. O 
After shouting for some minutes he finally 
calmed down. 

calmly /'kaimli/ adv quietly, in a way that 
is not excited 

calmness /'kaimnos/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing quiet and calm. Synonym serenity. Ant¬ 
onym restlessness 

calorie /'kaelori/ noun 1 . a unit of measure¬ 
ment of energy in food O She’s counting cal¬ 
ories to try to lose weight. O There are 250 
calories in a pint of beer. 2. same as joule 
calorific /.kaelo'rifik/ adj 1. of heat 2. con¬ 
taining many calories, and so likely to make 
you fat 

calyx /'keiliks/ noun the outer green cover¬ 
ing of a flower, shaped like a cup, the part 
which covers a flower bud (NOTE: The plural 
is calyces or calyxes.) 
cam /kaem/ noun a moving part on a cam¬ 
shaft, which makes the pistons move up and 
down 

camber /'kaembo/ noun a slope towards the 
side of a road or railway track ( technical) 
camcorder /'kaemkoido/ noun a small 
portable camera for taking video pictures 
with sound 

G) came /keim/ p come 
camel /'kaem(9)l/ noun a desert animal with 
long legs and one or two humps 
camellia /ko'miilio/ noun an evergreen 
bush with large pink or white flowers 
cameo /'kaemiou/ noun 1. a small stone 
with a design of a head which stands out 
against a darker background O For her birth¬ 
day, she was given a pair of cameo earrings 
and a matching brooch. 2. a small but impor¬ 
tant part in a play or film O The film is worth 
seeing if only for the cameo role played by 
Gielgud. 

( 2 ) camera /'kaem(3)r3/ noun 1. a machine 
for taking photographs O He took a picture of 
the garden with his new camera. O They went 
on holiday and forgot to take their camera. O 
Did you remember to put a film in your cam¬ 
era? 2. □ in camera in private {legal) o The 
court heard the evidence in camera. 
cameraman /'kaem(3)romaen/ noun the 
main film camera operator who is in charge 
of the lighting and filming of a shot (NOTE: 
The plural is cameramen.) 
camomile /'kaemomail/ noun a 
sweet-smelling plant, of which the white and 
yellow flowers are used for making hot 
drinks 

camouflage /'kaem3fla:3/ noun 1. a 
method of using coloured shapes or things 


such as branches or grass to hide something 
O We used camouflage to hide the guns. 2. 
the colours or patterns which some animals 
have on their skin and which makes them 
look similar to the area around them O A 
leopard’s spots are a form of camouflage 
which makes the animal less easy to see in 
long grass. ■ verb to hide the shape of some¬ 
thing by using colours or patterns O The sol¬ 
diers camouflaged the gun position with 
branches of trees. 

® camp /kaemp/ noun a place where people 
live in tents or small buildings in the open air 
O We set up camp halfway up the mountain. 
■ verb to spend a holiday or a period of time 
in a tent O We go camping in Sweden every 
summer. O They had camped by the side of 
the lake. 

(D campaign /kaem'pein/ noun 1 . an or¬ 
ganised military attack O Napoleon’s Rus¬ 
sian campaign of 1812 2. an organised 
attempt to achieve something O A publicity 
campaign or an advertising campaign. O 
He’s organising a campaign against the new 
motorway. O The government’s anti-smoking 
campaign isn’t working. ■ verb 1. to take 
part in a war O The ladies stayed at home 
while the knights were away campaigning 
against the French. 2. to work in an organ¬ 
ised way to achieve something O cam¬ 
paigning for the banning of landmines O to 
campaign against nuclear reactors 
campaigner /kaem'peino/ noun a person 
who campaigns. Synonym activist 
camp bed /kaemp 'bed/ noun a light fold¬ 
ing bed (NOTE: The US term is cot.) 
camper /'kaempo/ noun a person who goes 
camping 

camper van /'kaempo vaen/, camper 
/'kaempo/ noun a motor vehicle which you 
can live in on holidays, smaller than a motor 
caravan 

camp fire /'kaemp faio/ noun a small out¬ 
door fire at a camp 

(D camping /'kaempig/ noun the activity of 
going on holiday with a tent or caravan 
campsite /'kaempsait/ noun an area for 
camping, often including buildings with toi¬ 
lets and showers 

campus /'kaempos/ noun land on which a 
university or college is built, and the build¬ 
ings on it. Synonym grounds □ to live on 
campus to live in a students’ residence o All 
students live on campus during their first 
year at university. 

camshaft /'kaemjcuft/ noun a metal bar 
with several cams on it, which lift pistons 
one by one 

(D can /kaen/ noun 1 . a round metal con¬ 
tainer for food or drink O He opened a can of 
lemonade. O Empty beer cans were all over 
the pavement. O Can you open a can of 
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cane 


beans? (NOTE: British English also uses tin 
to mean a container of food, but not of 
drink.) 2. □ to carry the can for something 

to take responsibility or blame for something 
(informal) o They all ran away and left me to 
carry the can. ■ modal verb 1. to be able to 
do something O He can swim well but he 
can’t ride a bike. O She can’t run as fast as I 
can. O Can you remember what the doctor 
told us to do? O I can’t bear to watch any 
longer. 2. to be allowed to do something O 
Children under 18 can’t drive cars. O He 
says we can go in. O The policeman says we 
can’t park here. 3. to ask politely O Can we 
come in, please? O Can you shut the door, 
please? (NOTE: The negative is cannot, 
usually can’t. The past tense is could, 
could not, usually couldn’t. Can and 
could are only used with other verbs, and 
are not followed by the word to.) ■ verb to 
put food in cans O The town has a factory 
where they can sardines. (NOTE: canning - 
canned) 

® Canadian /ko'neidion/ adj referring to 
Canada O His mother is Canadian and so is 
he. O She is a Canadian citizen. O The ticket 
costs 250 Canadian dollars. ■ noun a person 
from Canada O How many Canadians are 
there living in London? 
canal /ko'neel/ noun 1. an artificial river 
made to allow boats to go from one place to 
another O You can take a boat trip round the 
canals of Amsterdam. 2. a tube in the body O 
He is studying the alimentary canal. 
canape /'kasnopei/ noun a small piece of 
food such as bread with cheese or meat on 
top, often served with drinks 
canary /ko'neori/ noun a small yellow 
singing bird 

(D cancel /'kaensol/ verb 1. to stop some¬ 
thing which has been planned O The singer 
was ill, so the show had to be cancelled. O 
There is no refund if you cancel less than 
three weeks before the date of departure. O 
The trip was cancelled because the weather 
was too bad. 2. to mark a postage stamp with 
a rubber stamp to show that it has been used 
(NOTE: cancelling - cancelled but the US 
spelling is canceling - canceled) 
cancellation /.kaenso'leiJXojn/ noun 1. 
the act of cancelling something O Cancella¬ 
tions will be accepted until a week before de¬ 
parture. o A cancellation fee of £50 will be 
charged. 2. a seat, ticket or appointment 
which is available again because the person 
who bought it cannot use it O If we have a 
cancellation for next week I’ll call and let 
you know. 

(D cancer /'kaenso/ noun a serious disease 
in which cells grow in a way which is not 
normal 


Cancer /'kaenso/ noun one of the signs of 
the Zodiac, shaped like a crab, covering the 
period 22nd June to 22nd July 
cancerous /'kaensoros/ adj referring to 
cancer 

candid /'kaendid/ adj (of a person) direct 
or open, saying exactly what you think or 
feel. Synonym frank. Antonym guarded □ 
to be candid about something to be open 
about something O He’s quite candid about 
his ambition to be president. □ to be candid 
to say exactly what you think or feel O To be 
candid, I don’t like his novels at all. 
candidacy /'kaendidosi/ noun the state of 
being a candidate 

(D candidate /'kaendideit/ noun 1. a per¬ 
son who applies for a job O There are six 
candidates for the post of assistant manager. 
O We have asked three candidates to come 
for an interview. 2. a person who is standing 
for election O She accompanied the candi¬ 
date round the constituency. 3. a person who 
has entered for an examination O All candi¬ 
dates should answer three questions. O Can¬ 
didates are given three hours to complete the 
exam. 

candidature /'kaendidotjo/ noun the act 
of standing as a candidate 
candidly /'kasndidli/ adv in a candid way 
(D candle /'k£end(o)l/ noun a stick of wax 
with a wick in the centre, which you light to 
make a flame. Synonym taper □ to burn the 
candle at both ends to work hard during the 
day and enjoy yourself late into the night 
candlelight /'kaendl.lait/ noun the light 
given by candles 

candlelit /'kaend(o)l,lit/ adj lit by candles 
candlestick /'kaend(3)l,stik/ noun a 
holder for a candle 

can-do /'kaen du:/ adj keen to take on a job 
or challenge and confident of success 
candour /'kaendo/ noun the personal qual¬ 
ity of being open and honest in your behav¬ 
iour towards other people (NOTE: The US 
spelling is candor.) 

(D candy /'kaendi/ noun US 1. a sweet food, 
made with sugar O a box of candies O Eating 
candy is bad for your teeth. (NOTE: no plural 
in this meaning) 2. one piece of this food o 
She bought a box of candies. (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral in this meaning is candies. The British 
term is sweets.) 

candyfloss /'kaendiflDs/ noun thin pieces 
of cooked sugar which are spun in a drum 
and sold as a mass attached to a stick (NOTE: 
The US term is cotton candy. No plural.) 
cane /kein/ noun 1. a strong stem of a 
plant, especially of tall thin plants like bam¬ 
boo O a field of sugar cane 2. a walking stick 
cut from the stem of a plant O She was lean¬ 
ing heavily on a cane as she walked up the 


canine 

path. 3. an occasion when someone is beaten 
with a stick O He often had the cane when he 
was at school. ■ verb to beat someone with a 
stick as a punishment O He was often caned 
when he was at school. 

canine /'keinain/ adj referring to dogs O 
Dogs should be vaccinated against various 
canine illnesses. ■ noun a dog ( humorous) 
canine tooth /'kei.nain tu:0/, canine 
/'keinain/ noun one of the round pointed 
teeth at the front of the mouth 
canister /'kaemsto/ noun a round metal 
container for gas, etc. 

canker /'kaepko/ noun a disease which eats 
into the wood of trees 

cannabis /'kaenobis/ noun 1. a plant from 
whose leaves or flowers an addictive drug is 
produced O Someone told the police that he 
was growing cannabis plants on his balcony. 
t hemp 2. marijuana, an addictive drug 
made from the dried leaves or flowers of this 
plant O In some countries, the sale of canna¬ 
bis has been legalised. 

canned /kasnd/ adj preserved in a tin or can 
canned music /kaend 'mjuizik/ noun re¬ 
corded music 

cannelloni /.kaeno'louni/ noun a type of 
pasta with a meat or vegetable filling 
cannibal /'kaenib(o)l/ noun a person who 
eats people 

cannibalise /'kaembolaiz/, cannibalize 

verb to take pieces of old machines to repair 
another machine 

cannon /'kaenon/ noun 1. a large gun o 
The sailors hauled a huge cannon across the 
ship’s deck. 2. a gun in an aircraft O The old 
Spitfire had eight cannon in its wings. (NOTE: 
The plural is cannon or sometimes can¬ 
nons.) ■ verb □ to cannon into someone or 
something to knock against someone or 
something O The little boy rushed out of the 
sweet shop and cannoned straight into a 
policeman. 

(i) cannot /'kaenot/ 1 > can 
® canoe /ko'nu:/ noun a boat with two 
pointed ends, which is moved forward by one 
or more people using long pieces of wood O 
She paddled her canoe across the lake. ■ 
verb to travel in a canoe O They canoed down 
the river. 

canoeing /ko'nunr)/ noun the sport of go¬ 
ing in a canoe 

canon /'kaenon/ noun 1 . a religious rule or 
instructions 2. a priest who works in a cathe¬ 
dral O What are the special duties of a 
canon? 

canonisation /.kaenonai'zeiJXojn/, can¬ 
onization noun the act of officially stating 
that someone is a holy person 


canyon 

(D can opener /'kaen l 9up(o)no/ noun a 
tool for opening cans (NOTE: The British 
term is tin opener.) 

canopy /'kaenopi/ noun 1 . a cloth cover or 
light roof over a small area such as a door, 
window or bed O The porch is covered with a 
glass canopy. O The Queen’s bedroom is fur¬ 
nished with a 1 7th century canopy bed. 2. the 
top parts of a group of trees when considered 
as a single mass O The trees join to form a 
canopy over the terrace of the restaurant. 
(NOTE: The plural is canopies.) 
cant /kaent/ noun insincere language, espe¬ 
cially about religion 
® can’t /kaint/ 1 > can 

cantaloupe /'kaentoluip/ noun a type of 
melon with pink flesh 

cantankerous /kaen'taer)k(3)ros/ adj be¬ 
having in a way which is extremely un¬ 
friendly and unpleasant. Synonym grumpy 
cantata /kaen'tcnto/ noun a musical piece 
for several singers and orchestra, usually on a 
religious subject 

® canteen /kaen'tiin/ noun 1. a 
self-service restaurant for the people who 
work in a building such as an office block or 
factory O The food in the office canteen is 
awful, I prefer to bring my own sandwiches. 
2. a box containing knives, forks and spoons 
O As a wedding present they were given a 
canteen of silver. 3. a bottle for carrying wa¬ 
ter O This is the canteen used by my grandfa¬ 
ther during World War I. 
canter /'kaent o/ noun the movement of a 
horse when it runs fairly fast O The horses 
were going through the park at a canter. 
Synonym trot □ to win at a canter to win 
easily ( informal ) ■ verb to move at a canter 
O My horse doesn’t like cantering, it prefers 
to gallop. 

cantilever /'kaentiliivo/ noun a support 
which holds up a structure such as a bridge or 
balcony 

canto /'kaentou/ noun one section of a long 
poem. Synonym stanza (NOTE: The plural is 

cantos.) 

canvas /'kaenvos/ noun 1 . a thick cloth for 
making things such as tents or sails O He was 
wearing a pair of old canvas shoes. 2. a 
painting O three canvases by Picasso (NOTE: 
The plural is canvases. Do not confuse 
with canvass.) 

canvass /'kaenvos/ verb to visit people to 
ask them to buy goods or to vote or to say 
what they think (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

canvas.) 

canvasser /'kaenvoso/ noun a person who 
canvasses 

canyon /'kaenjon/ noun a deep valley with 
steep sides usually in North America. Syn¬ 
onym ravine 
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cap 

(D cap /kaep/ noun 1. a flat hat with a flat 
hard piece in front O The bus driver was 
wearing an old black cap. O An officer’s cap 
with a gold badge. □ England cap a cap 
worn by a sports player who has played for 
England in an international match 2. a top 
which covers something o Screw the cap 
back on the medicine bottle. O A red pen with 
a black cap. 3. an upper limit on the amount 
of money that can be spent or asked for ■ 
verb 1 . to place an upper limit on something 
O to cap a local authority’s budget 2. to 
name someone to play for his country in an 
international match O He has been capped 
five times for Wales. 3. to put a cap on top of 
something; to fix a cover on something O 
They tried to cap the broken pipe. (NOTE: 
capping - capped) 

© capability /.keips'biliti/ noun being 
able to do something. Synonym ability □ be¬ 
yond your capabilities too difficult for you 

to do O I'm afraid this job is way beyond my 
capabilities. 

© capable /'keip9b(9)l/ adj able to work 
well and to deal with problems o She’s an 
extremely capable secretary. □ capable of 
able to do something O The car is capable of 
very high speeds. O She isn’t capable of run¬ 
ning the department on her own. 
capably /'keipsbli/ adv in a capable way 
capacious /ka'peijas/ adj very large, 
which can hold a lot 

capacitor /ka'pzesita/ noun the part of a 
piece of electronic equipment which stores 
an electrical charge 

© capacity /ks'paesiti/ noun 1. an amount 
which something can hold O This barrel has 
a larger capacity than that one. O The cin¬ 
ema was filled to capacity. □ capacity audi¬ 
ence, capacity crowd an audience which 
fills a building such as a cinema or theatre □ 
to work at full capacity to do as much work 
as possible 2. □ engine capacity the output 
of an engine or electric motor 3. an ability to 
do something easily O He has a capacity for 
making friends with anyone he meets. 4. a 
position □ acting in his capacity as man¬ 
ager acting as a manager □ speaking in an 
official capacity speaking officially 
cape /keip/ noun 1 . a long loose piece of 
clothing like a coat but without sleeves O She 
wrapped her cape more tightly around her. 
2. a piece of high land which sticks out into 
the sea O We rounded the cape on June 21st 
at 8 a.m. 

caper /'keipo/ noun a small green seed 
used in cooking O Cook the fish with butter 
and capers. ■ verb □ to caper about to jump 
about O The children capered about all over 
the stage. 


capsule 

capillary /ka'pitari/ noun one of the very 
small tubes in the body which carry blood 
and other substances around the body 
capitalise /'kaepit(9)laiz/, capitalize verb 
1. to write or print in capital letters or with a 
capital letter at the beginning of a word 2. to 
provide the money needed to operate a 
business 

capitalise on /'kaepit(9)laiz on/ verb to 
take advantage of something 
capitalism /'kaepit(9)liz(9)m/ noun an 
economic system in which industries and 
businesses are owned by people or compa¬ 
nies and not by the state 
capitalist /'kaepit(o)list/ noun 1. a person 
who supports the theory of capitalism O Cap¬ 
italists are in favour of free enterprise. 2. a 
businessman who invests money in a busi¬ 
ness O He’s a young capitalist who is only 
twenty-one, but on the way to becoming a 
millionaire. ■ adj working according to the 
principles of capitalism O a capitalist econ¬ 
omy O the capitalist system. 
capital outlay /,kaepit(3)l 'autlei/ noun 
money spent on fixed assets such as property 
or furniture 

capital punishment /.ksepitCojl 
'pAniJmont/ noun the act of killing someone 
as a punishment for a crime 
Capitol /'kaepit(o)l/ noun a building in 
Washington where the US Senate and House 
of Representatives meet (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with capital.) 

Capitol Hill /,kcepit(3)l 'hil/ noun the hill 
on which the Capitol stands, used to mean 
the US Legislature ( informal) 
capitulate /ka'pitjuleit/ verb to say that 
you have lost in a situation such as a compe¬ 
tition or a war. Synonym surrender 
capitulation /k3,pitju'leij'(3)n/ noun the 
act of capitulating. Synonym surrender 
capping, capped /’kaepir), kaept/ 1 > cap 
cappucino /.kaepu'tjiinau/ noun an Ital¬ 
ian coffee, with hot whipped milk and choco¬ 
late on top 

capricious /ka'prijas/ adj not fixed or 
certain, likely to change. Synonym unpre¬ 
dictable. Antonym predictable 
Capricorn /'kaeprikotn/ noun one of the 
signs of the Zodiac, shaped like a goat, cov¬ 
ering the period 22nd December to 19th 
January 

capsize /kaep'saiz/ verb (of boats) to over¬ 
turn. Antonym right 

capstan /'kaepstan/ noun a machine, usu¬ 
ally on a ship, which turns to pull in a rope or 
anchor 

capsule /'kcepsjutl/ noun a small tube 
made from a substance that can be eaten and 
containing a medicine O She swallowed three 
capsules of painkiller. 
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Capt. 

Capt. abbr captain (NOTE: used before a 
surname: Capt. Smith) 

@ captain /'kasptin/ noun 1. a person in 
charge of a team O the England captain O 
The two captains shook hands at the begin¬ 
ning of the match. 2. a person in charge of a 
ship or of an aircraft O Go and see the cap¬ 
tain if you want to use the radio phone. O 
Captain Smith is flying the plane. 3. a rank in 
the army above a lieutenant and below a ma¬ 
jor O A lieutenant has to report to his cap¬ 
tain. (NOTE: also used as a title before a 
surname; often shortened to Capt.) ■ verb 
to be the captain of a team O He has cap¬ 
tained England three times. 
captaincy /'kaeptinsi/ noun 1. the position 
of being captain of a sports team O Because 
of the scandal, I don’t think he will get the 
England captaincy. 2. the rank of captain in 
the army or navy O Although he had twenty 
years of service, he never got his captaincy. 
caption /'kaepjon/ noun a phrase printed 
under a picture 

captivate /'kaeptrveit/ verb to attract 
someone’s interest and attention 
captivating /'kseptiveitir)/ adj attracting 
and holding somebody’s attention 
captive /'kasptiv/ noun a prisoner o The 
two captives were kept iti total darkness for 
hours. ■ adj □ held captive held as a pris¬ 
oner □ to take someone captive to take 
someone prisoner O They were held captive 
by the rebels for three months. 
captive audience /.kasptiv 'oidions/ 
noun a group of people who have to listen to 
what someone is saying because they cannot 
leave 

captivity /kaep'tiviti/ noun the situation of 
being kept in a place and not allowed to leave 
(NOTE: no plural) 

captor /'kzepto/ noun a person who cap¬ 
tures someone 

(D capture /'kseptjo/ noun being captured 
O We must do everything to avoid capture. 
Synonym imprisonment ■ verb 1. to take 
someone or something as a prisoner O Four 
soldiers were captured in the attack, o They 
captured the enemy capital very quickly. 2. to 
take a share of sales from another company O 
They have captured 10% of the market. 3. to 
record something on film O The arrival of the 
train was captured on film. 

<D car /ka:/ noun 1. a small private motor 
vehicle for carrying people O She's bought a 
new car. O My car was stolen while I was 
shopping. O He drove his car into the ga¬ 
rage. O He goes to his office every morning 
by car. 2. US a carnage of a railway train O 
Is there a restaurant car on the train? 
carafe /ko'rcef/ noun a glass container, for 
serving wine or water 


caramel /'kasromol/ noun 1 . a sweet made 
with sugar and butter O I’m a dentist, and I 
don’t like seeing children eating caramel. 2. 
burnt sugar O You can make caramel by heat¬ 
ing sugar until it melts and burns. 
carat /'kaerot/ noun 1 . a measure of the 
quality of gold. Pure gold is 24 carats. O a 
22-carat gold ring 2. a measure of the weight 
of precious stones O a 5-carat diamond 
(NOTE: Another US spelling is karat.) 
caravan /'kasrovaen/ noun 1. a vehicle 
which you can live in, e.g. on holiday, and 
which can be attached to a car and pulled 
along O We got stuck behind a caravan on a 
narrow mountain road. O We rent a caravan 
in a caravan park. (NOTE: The US term is 
trailer or mobile home.) 2. a group of ani¬ 
mals or vehicles travelling together, one be¬ 
hind the other O A caravan of camels 
crossing the desert. O We joined a caravan of 
lorries going to Romania. 
d) carbohydrate /.kaibou'haidreit/ noun 
a chemical substance containing carbon, hy¬ 
drogen and oxygen, found in particular in 
sugar, potatoes and bread; it provides the 
body with energy 

carbon /'kaibon/ noun a substance found 
in charcoal, soot or diamonds 
carbonated /'kaiboneitid/ adv (of a 
drink) containing small bubbles of air 
carbon copy /,ka:bon 'kopi/ noun 1. 
someone or something that is very similar to 
another person or thing 2. a copy made with 
carbon paper 

carbon emissions /,ka:bon i'mij(9)nz/ 
plural noun the carbon dioxide and carbon 
monoxide produced by motor vehicles and 
industrial processes 

carbon paper /'kaibon ,peipo/ noun pa¬ 
per with a black substance on one side, used 
for making copies 

car boot sale /'ka: 'but 'seil/ noun an 
event organised in a large car park or sports 
field, where people bring things to sell in 
their cars 

carburettor /kaibo'reto/ noun a part in a 
car engine which mixes fuel with air before it 
is put into the engine (NOTE: The US spelling 

is carburetor.) 

carcinogen /kai'sinodson/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which produces cancer 
carcinogenic /.kaisino'dsemk/ adj 
which produces cancer 
(D card /ka:d/ noun 1 . a flat piece of stiff 
paper with a picture on one side, which you 
can send with a message O They sent us a 
card from Italy. O How much does it cost to 
send a card to Australia? t postcard 2. a 
piece of stiff paper, folded so that a message 
can be written inside 3. a piece of stiff paper 
with a picture or pattern on it, used to play 
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games □ to put your cards on the table to 

reveal what you intend to do □ to play your 
cards close to your chest not to reveal what 
you intend to do □ on the cards fairly likely 
to happen 4. a piece of stiff paper with your 
name and address printed on it O He gave me 
his business card. 5. a piece of stiff plastic 
used for payment O Do you want to pay cash 
or with a card? □ credit card a plastic card 
which allows you to buy goods without pay¬ 
ing for them immediately O He paid for the 
hotel with his credit card. 
cardboard /'ka:dbo:d/ noun thick card 
(NOTE: no plural: some cardboard, a piece 
of cardboard) 

cardiac /'kaidisek/ adj referring to the 
heart 

cardiac arrest /.kaidiaek o'rest/ noun a 
serious medical condition in which the heart 
muscle stops working 

cardigan /'kaidigon/ noun a woollen 
jacket which buttons at the front 
cardinal /'kaidinl/ adj very important o 
Her attendance at the meeting is of cardinal 
importance. ■ noun 1 . one of the most im¬ 
portant priests in the Catholic church, after 
the Pope O The cardinals meet in Rome to 
elect the Pope. O Cardinal Lamont has writ¬ 
ten an article in today’s paper. (NOTE: also 
used as a title before a surname: Cardinal 
Wolsey) 2. a bright red bird, which comes 
from the southern USA 
card index /'ka:d .indeks/ noun a series 
of cards with information written on them, 
kept in a special order so that the information 
can be found easily □ card-index file infor¬ 
mation kept on cards ■ verb to put informa¬ 
tion onto a card index 

cardiology /.kaidi'olodsi/ noun the study 
of the heart and its diseases 
cardiovascular ^kaidiou'vaeskjub/ adj 
referring to the heart and the movement of 
blood around the body □ the cardiovascular 
system the heart and the blood system □ car¬ 
diovascular disease a disease which affects 
the heart and the blood system O a cardio¬ 
vascular disease such as hypertension 
card table /'ka:d ,teib(9)l/ noun a usually 
square, folding table used to play cards 
(2) care /keo/ noun 1. serious attention o He 
handled the glass with great care. □ to take 
care to be very careful O Take care when you 
cross the road. O He took great care with the 
box of glasses. O Take care not to be late. 2. 
□ care of (on a letter) words to show that the 
person is living at the address, but only as a 
visitor □ Mr Brown, care of Mrs Green to 
Mr Brown at the address of Mrs Green 3. 
looking after someone O the care of the el¬ 
derly □ to take care of someone to look after 
someone O Will you take care of mother 
while I’m away? ■ verb to be worried O / 


cargo pants 

don’t care if my car is dirty. O She cares a lot 
about the environment. □ he couldn’t care 
less does not worry at all about something 
(D career /ko'rio/ noun a life of professional 
work O She is starting her career as a librar¬ 
ian. O He gave up his career as a civil ser¬ 
vant and bought a farm. ■ verb to move 
forward very fast and out of control O The 
car careered off the road into a ditch. 
career woman /ko'rio ,wumon/, career 
girl /ko'rio g3il/ noun a woman who is 
working and does not plan to stop working to 
look after the house or children 
(2) care for /'keo foil verb 1. to like o 
Would you care for another cup of coffee? O 
I don’t care for this music very much. 2. to 
look after O Nurses cared for the injured 
people after the accident. O People who have 
to care for their elderly relatives should get a 
grant from the state. 

carefree /'keofri:/ adj without any worries 
(2) careful /'keof(3)l/ adj taking care o Be 
careful not to make any noise, the baby is 
asleep. O Be careful when you’re packing 
those glasses, they ’re very valuable! O She is 
very careful about what she eats. O The pro¬ 
ject needs very careful planning. 

(2) carefully /'ke9f(o)li/ adv with great care 
@ careless /'keolos/ adj without taking 
care O He is careless about his work. O He 
made several careless mistakes when he took 
his driving test. 

carelessly /'keolosli/ adv without taking 
care 

carelessness /'keolosnos/ noun the fact 
of being careless, not being careful 
carer /'keoro/ noun someone who looks af¬ 
ter an old or sick person or children 
caress /ko'res/ noun a gentle touch o The 
child touched my cheek in a gentle caress. 
(NOTE: The plural is caresses.) ■ verb to 
touch gently O She gently caressed the 
baby’s head. Synonym stroke 
caretaker /'keoteiko/ noun a person who 
looks after a building O Go and ask the care¬ 
taker to put a new light bulb on the staircase. 
(NOTE: The US term is janitor.) 
caretaker government /.keoteiko 
'gAv(o)nm9nt/ noun a government which 
runs a country temporarily until another one 
is elected 

car ferry /'ka: ,feri/ noun a boat which car¬ 
ries vehicles and passengers from one place 
to another 

cargo /'kaigou/ noun goods carried, espe¬ 
cially on a ship □ cargo boat, cargo ship, 
cargo plane a ship or plane which carries 
only cargo and not passengers 
cargo pants /'kaigou paents/ plural noun 
trousers with large pockets on the sides of the 
legs 
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caricature /'kcerikatjira/ noun a funny 
drawing or description which exaggerates a 
person’s appearance O He drew a caricature 
of the Prime Minister. O Her description of 
the office is nothing less than a caricature of 
the system. ■ verb to draw a caricature of 
someone O The Prime Minister is easy to 
caricature. 

caries /'keariiz/ noun a decayed place in a 
tooth or other bone (NOTE: The plural is car¬ 
ies.) 

® caring /'keorip/ adj loving and helping. 
Synonym kind 

carjacking /'kaid 3 tekirj/ noun the crime 
of attacking the driver of a car and stealing 
the car 

carnage /'ka:md 3 / noun a situation in 
which many people are killed. Synonym kill¬ 
ing (NOTE: no plural) 

carnal /'ka:n(3)l/ ad/referring to the body 
(formal). Synonym physical. Antonym 
spiritual 

carnation /ka:'neij'(3)n/ noun a red, pink 
or white flower with a strong pleasant smell 
carnival /'ka:mv(3)l/ noun a festival, often 
with music, dancing and eating in the open 
air 

carnivore /'kamivo:/ noun an animal 
which eats meat 

carnivorous /ka:'mv(3)ras/ adj meat-eating 
carol /'kaerol/ noun a traditional song, espe¬ 
cially one sung at Christmas ■ verb to sing 
Christmas carols O In the week before Christ¬ 
mas we go carolling round the villages. 
(NOTE: carolling - carolled but the US 
spelling is caroling - caroled) 
carouse /ko'rauz/ verb to enjoy yourself 
drinking alcohol (literary) 
carousel ^kaero'sel/ noun 1. a circular ma¬ 
chine from which passengers collect their 
bags at an airport O Baggage from flight AC 1 
is on carousel number three. 2. US a round¬ 
about (NOTE: The British term is 
merry-go-round.) 

carp /ka:p/ noun a type of fish which you 
can eat O You can catch carp in this lake. 
(NOTE: The plural is carp.) ■ verb to keep 
on finding fault with things O My brother’s 
always carping about the office. O Stop carp¬ 
ing and get on with your work! Synonym 
complain 

® car park /'ka: pa:k/ noun a special pub¬ 
lic place where you can leave a car when you 
are not using it (NOTE: The US term is park¬ 
ing lot.) 

carpenter /'kaipints/ noun a person who 
works with wood, especially in building 
(NOTE: Informally, a carpenter is called a 

chippy.) 
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carpentry /'kaipintri/ noun the art of 
working with wood. Synonym joinery 
(NOTE: no plural) 

<D carpet /'kaipit/ noun a thick material for 
covering the floor O He spilt his coffee on 
our new white dining-room carpet. ■ verb 1. 
to cover with a carpet O a thickly carpeted 
hotel room 2. to cover with something as if 
with a carpet O The path through the woods 
is carpeted with wild flowers. O We woke up 
to find the street carpeted with snow. 
carpetbagger /'kaipit .basgo/ noun 1. a 
person who opens an account with a building 
society, hoping that it will change to a public 
company and so give him money or shares 2 . 
a politician who tries to get elected in a part 
of the country which is not his home 
carpet-bomb /'kaipit bom/ verb to de¬ 
stroy an area by dropping very many bombs 
on it 

carpeted /'kaipitid/ adj covered with a 
carpet 

carpeting /'kaipitir)/ noun 1. covering 
with a carpet O We have been quoted £2000 
for the carpeting of the office. 2. a wide piece 
of carpet O We bought a length of carpeting 
to cover the bedroom floor. 
car pool /'ka: pu:l/ noun an arrangement 
where several people share cars 
carport /'kaipoit/ noun a shelter for a car, 
built next to a house 

d> carriage /'kaerid 3 / noun 1. the cost of 
carrying goods, or the action of carrying 
goods O Carriage is 15% of the total cost. O 
How much do they charge for carriage? 2. a 
way of walking 

carriageway /'kaerid 3 wei/ noun the sur¬ 
face of the road on which traffic moves 
carried /'kaerid/, carries /'kasriz/ 1 > carry 
carrier /'kaerio/ noun 1. a thing or person 
that carries O A procession of water carriers 
with jars on their heads. 2. a person who car¬ 
ries the germ of a disease without showing 
any signs of it, and who can infect others 
with it O a hepatitis carrier O Hepatitis A is 
transmitted by a carrier through food or 
drink. 

carrier bag /'kaerio basg/ noun a large pa¬ 
per or plastic bag with handles, for carrying 
shopping, often given by a shop, with the 
shop’s name on it 

carrion /'kaerion/ noun the decaying flesh 
of dead animals (NOTE: no plural) 
carrot /'kaerot/ noun a vegetable with a 
long orange root which can be eaten 
(D carry /'kaeri/ verb 1. to take something 
and move it to another place O There was no 
lift, so they had to carry the beds up the 
stairs. O The plane was carrying 120 passen¬ 
gers. O That suitcase is too heavy for me to 
carry. 2. to vote to approve □ the motion 
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was carried the proposal was accepted after 
a vote O Her proposal was not carried. 3. to 
have available for customers to buy O A su¬ 
permarket will carry about 5,000 different 
lines of goods. 4. (of sound) to be heard at a 
distance O The sound of the bells carries for 
miles. 

carry away /,kasri o'wei/ verb 1. to take 
away O The flood carried away whole 
houses. 2. □ to get carried away become ex¬ 
tremely emotional or excited 
carrycot /'kaerikot/ noun a small bed with 
handles for carrying a baby in 
carry forward /.kaeri 'foiwod/ verb (in 
book-keeping) to take an amount or total on 
to the next page or column 
@ carry on /, kaeri 'on/ verb 1. to go on do¬ 
ing something O When the policeman came 
into the restaurant, they all carried on talk¬ 
ing as if nothing had happened. O They car¬ 
ried on with their work even though the office 
was on fire. 2. to be very angry O He carried 
on like anything when he saw his car had 
been towed away. 

carry out /,kaeri 'aut/ verb to do something 
which has been planned. Synonym 

accomplish 

carsick /'kaisik/ ad] feeling sick because 
of the movement of a motor vehicle 
carsickness /'kaisiknos/ noun sickness 
caused by the movement of a motor vehicle 
@ cart /ka:t/ noun a vehicle pulled by a 
horse O A horse-drawn cart piled high with 
furniture. □ to put the cart before the horse 
to deal with things the wrong way round ■ 
verb to carry a bulky or heavy thing ( infor¬ 
mal) O Why do we have to cart this folding 
bed around with us? O The police came and 
carted him off to jail. 

carte blanche /,ka:t 'blaintj/ noun per¬ 
mission given to someone to do whatever he 
wants O We gave the architect carte blanche 
to design the bridge. O He has carte blanche 
to act on behalf of the government. 
cartel /ka:'tel/ noun a group of companies 
which try to fix the price of something 
cartilage /'ka:tilid 3 / noun the thick sub¬ 
stance which lines the joints in your body or 
which forms part of the structure of an organ 
cartographer /kai'togrofo/ noun a per¬ 
son who draws maps 

cartography /kai'tDgrofi/ noun the art of 
drawing maps 

carton /'ka:t(o)n/ noun a container made 
of cardboard. Synonym box 
d> cartoon /kai'tuin/ noun 1. a funny, of¬ 
ten political, drawing in a newspaper O He 
draws a cartoon for the ‘Evening Standard’. 
2. a film made of moving drawings O I like 
watching Tom and Jerry cartoons. 
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cartoonist /kai'tuimst/ noun a person 
who draws cartoons. Synonym artist 
cartridge /'ka:trid 3 / noun 1. a tube 
packed with gunpowder and a bullet for fir¬ 
ing from a gun O The ground was littered 
with empty cartridges. 2. a flat box contain¬ 
ing a disk or tape O The handheld computer 
has no disk drive but instead uses a ROM 
cartridge. 3. the part of a record player which 
holds the stylus O Anew cartridge for this re¬ 
cord player will be quite expensive. 4. a tube 
of ink which fits into a pen O Most pens are 
now made to use ink cartridges. 
cartridge paper /'ka:trid 3 ,peipo/ noun 
good quality paper for drawing or printing 
cartwheel /'kaitwiil/ noun 1. a wheel of a 
cart O There are deep ruts in the mud left by 
cartwheels. 2. □ to turn cartwheels to turn 
over and over sideways, putting your hands 
on the ground and moving your legs through 
the air until your feet touch the ground 
carve /ka:v/ verb 1. to cut up a large piece 
of meat at a meal O Who’s going to carve? O 
Father sat at the end of the table, carving a 
chicken. 2. to cut stone or wood to make a 
shape O He carved a bird out of wood. O 
Chips of stone flew all over the studio as he 
was carving the statue. 
carving /'kaivirj/ noun 1. the act of cutting 
up cooked meat 2. the art of cutting stone or 
wood into shapes O Stone carving is an op¬ 
tion at art school. 3. an object which has 
been made by carving O He gave me a wood 
carving for my birthday. O The stone carv¬ 
ings in the old church date from the 15th 
century. 

carving knife /'kaivig naif/ noun a large 
sharp knife, used for carving meat 
car wash /'ka: wdJ/ noun a place where 
cars are washed automatically 
cascade /kae'skeid/ noun a waterfall o 
There are plants and trees and even a cas¬ 
cade in the atrium of the hotel. ■ verb to fall 
in large quantities O Pale pink roses cascad¬ 
ing down the brick wall. 

(D case /keis/ noun 1. a suitcase, a box with 
a handle, for carrying things such as your 
clothes when travelling O She was still pack¬ 
ing her case when the taxi came. O The cus¬ 
toms made him open his case. 2. a special 
box for something O Put the gun back in its 
case. O I’ve lost my red spectacle case. 3. a 
large wooden box for goods O He bought a 
case of wine. 4. a situation, or a way in which 
something happens O Your case is very simi¬ 
lar to mine. O It was a case of first come, first 
served. □ in case because something might 
happen O It’s still sunny, but I’ll take my um¬ 
brella just in case. □ in any case anyway, 
whatever may happen □ in case of fire, 
break the glass if there is a fire, break the 
glass □ in that case if that happens or if that 
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is the situation O There is a strike on the un¬ 
derground - in that case, you ’ll have to take 
a bus. 5. □ court case a legal action or trial □ 
the case is being heard next week the case 
is coming to court next week 
casement /'keismont/ noun a window 
that opens on hinges 

case study /'keis ,stAdi/ noun the study 
of a certain group or institution or person 
over a long period of time 
(D cash /kseJV noun money in coins and 
notes, not in cheques O We don’t keep much 
cash in the house. O I’d prefer to use up my 
spare cash, rather than pay with a credit 
card. ■ verb □ to cash a cheque to change a 
cheque into cash O He tried to cash a cheque 
for seven hundred pounds. 
cash and carry /,kasj on 'kaeri/ noun a 
discount warehouse, selling items to the gen¬ 
eral public 

cashback /'kaejbaek/ noun money from 
your bank account which you can get from a 
shop when you use your bank card to pay for 
goods 

cash card /'kasj ka:d/ noun a plastic card 
used to obtain money from a cash dispenser 
cash crop /'kasj krop/ noun a crop grown 
for sale 

@ cash desk /'kaej desk/ noun a place in a 
store where you pay for the goods you are 
buying 

cash dispenser /'kaej di.spenso/ noun a 
machine which gives out money when a spe¬ 
cial card is put in and instructions given 
cashew /'kaeju:/ noun a type of nut which 
you can eat 

(D cash flow /'kaej flou/ noun the rate at 
which money comes into and is paid out of a 
business □ the company is suffering from 
cash flow problems cash income is not com¬ 
ing in fast enough to pay the cash expendi¬ 
ture going out 

cashier /kae'Jio/ noun a person who deals 
with money , e.g. in a bank or supermarket O 
Please pay the cashier. O Ask the cashier if 
she can give you change. ■ verb to force an 
officer to leave the armed forces O He was 
cashiered after he was found to have stolen 
money from other officers. 
cash in on /,kaej 'in Dn/ verb to profit 
from 

cash machine /'kaej mojiin/ noun same 

as cash dispenser 

cashmere /'kaejmio/ noun a soft wool that 
comes from goats O Cashmere is soft, light 
and very warm. ■ adj made of cashmere 
wool O The price of cashmere jumpers has 
soared. 

cash on delivery /,kaej on di'liv(3)ri/ 
noun payment in cash when goods are deliv¬ 
ered. Abbr COD 


cashpoint /'kaej.point/ noun a place 
where there are cash dispensers (NOTE: The 

US term is automated teller machine or 
ATM.) 

cash register /'kaej .recasts/ n0 un a 
machine which shows and adds the prices of 
things bought in a shop, with a drawer for 
keeping the money received 
casing /'keisig/ noun a hard covering 
which protects something 
casino /ko'siinou/ noun a building where 
you can gamble (NOTE: The plural is casi¬ 
nos.) 

cask /kaisk/ noun a large round container 
for storing liquid. Synonym barrel 
@ casket /'kaiskit/ noun 1 . a box for keep¬ 
ing jewels in O The thief stole a casket from 
beside her bed. 2. mainly US a long wooden 
box in which a dead person is buried or cre¬ 
mated (NOTE: The British term is coffin.) 
cassava /ko'saivo/ noun a tropical plant, 
grown for its roots which are made into 
tapioca 

casserole /'kaesoroul/ noun 1. a covered 
dish used for cooking food in the oven 2. 
food cooked in a covered dish in the oven O 
chicken casserole O casserole of lamb ■ verb 
to cook in a casserole O casseroled hare Syn¬ 
onym braise 

cassette /ko'set/ noun 1. a magnetic tape 
in a plastic case which can fit directly into a 
playing or recording machine O Do you want 
it on cassette or CD? O He bought a cassette 
of folk songs. 2. a film in a plastic case 
which fits directly into a camera O She 
quickly put a new cassette into her camera. } 
videocassette 

cassette player /ko'set ,pleio/ noun a 
machine which plays cassettes 

cassette recorder /ko'set ri.koido/ 
noun a machine which records and plays 
back cassettes 

cassock /'kaesok/ noun a long loose piece 
of clothing usually black, e.g. worn by priests 
or choirboys 

<D cast /ka:st/ noun all the actors in a play 
or film O The film has an all-star cast. O Af¬ 
ter the first night the cast went to celebrate in 
a restaurant. ■ verb 1. to make a metal or 
plaster object from a shaped container O He 
cast the statue in bronze. 2. to choose actors 
for a play or film O He was cast as a soldier 
in ‘Henry V’. 3. □ to cast a vote to vote O 
The process of counting all the votes cast in 
the election has just begun. 4. to throw O He 
has cast aside all his old acquaintances. □ to 
cast about for to look for O They hurriedly 
cast about for an excuse. □ to cast doubts on 
to be unsure about O He cast doubts on the 
whole proposal. □ to cast light on some¬ 
thing to make something easier to under- 
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stand O The papers cast some light on how 
the minister reached his decision. 
castaway /'kaistowei/ noun a person who 
has been shipwrecked 

caste /kaist/ noun (in Hindu society) a 
group of people who are bom with the same 
social status. Synonym class 
caster sugar /'kaisto Jugs/ noun a white 
sugar which is used in making cakes 
castigate /'kaestigeit/ verb to punish, to 
criticise someone strongly (formal). Syn¬ 
onym criticise. Antonym praise 
casting vote /.kaistig 'vout/ noun a vote 
used by the person in charge of a meeting in a 
case where the votes for and against a pro¬ 
posal are equal 

cast iron /,ka:st 'aion/ noun 1. iron which 
is shaped in a mould, not bent, and so breaks 
easily O The pipes are made from cast iron, 
and are very solid. O Don’t let the cast-iron 
pan soak in water as it will rust. Compare 
wrought iron 2. □ cast-iron excuse a very 
good excuse, one that cannot be turned down 
O He has a cast-iron excuse and won't get 
into trouble with the authorities. 

(D castle /'ka:s(o)l/ noun 1. a large building 
with strong walls O The Queen is spending 
the week at Windsor Castle. O The soldiers 
shut the castle gate, t sand castle 2. one of 
two pieces used in chess, shaped like a little 
castle tower O She took my last castle. Also 
called rook 

cast off /,ka:st 'of/ verb 1. to untie the 
ropes holding a boat O The boat is ready to 
cast off. 2. (in knitting) to remove the stitches 
from the needles so that your work is finished 
O The scarf is long enough, all you have to 
do is to cast off 

castor /'kaisto/ noun a wheel screwed on 
to the bottom of a piece of furniture so that it 
can be moved easily 

castor oil /.kaistor 'oil/ noun the oil from 
a palm tree, which is sometimes used in 
medicines 

castor sugar /'kaisto Jugs/ £> caster 
sugar 

castrate /kae'streit/ verb to remove the 
testicles from a male animal. Synonym 

neuter 

castration /kas'streiJXojn/ noun the act of 
castrating 

casual /'kae3U9l/ adj not formal 
casual labour /.ka^ual 'leibo/ noun tem¬ 
porary workers 

casually /'kae 3 Uoli/ adv in an informal way 
casualty /'kae3Uolti/ noun 1. a person in¬ 
jured or killed in a battle or in an accident O 
Casualties were taken to hospital by ambu¬ 
lance and helicopter. O The radio reported 
that there had been heavy casualties. 2. the 
Accident and Emergency department in a 
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hospital O The accident victim was rushed 
into casualty. 

casual work /'kce3uol w3ik/ noun work 
for which people are employed just for a 
short period 

(D cat /kaet/ noun an animal with soft fur and 
a long tail, kept as a pet O She asked her 
neighbours to feed her cat when she went on 
holiday. O Don’t forget to get some tins of cat 
food. □ to let the cat out of the bag to tell a 
secret (informal) 

cataclysm /'kastokliz^jm/ noun a sudden 
event which causes a lot of damage or vio¬ 
lence. Synonym catastrophe 
cataclysmic ^kceto'klizmik/ adj sud¬ 
denly causing a lot of damage or difficulty. 
Synonym catastrophic 
<D catalogue /'kaet(o)lDg/ noun a list of 
things for sale or in a library or museum O an 
office equipment catalogue O Look up the ti¬ 
tle in the library catalogue. ■ verb to make a 
list of things that exist somewhere O She 
spent months cataloguing the novelist’s cor¬ 
respondence. (NOTE: [all senses] The US 
spelling is catalog.) 

catalyst /'kaetolist/ noun 1. a substance 
which produces or helps a chemical process 
without itself changing O An enzyme that 
acts as a catalyst in the digestive process. 2. 
anything which helps something to take place 
O She wasn’t responsible for the decision 
herself, but she reckons she acted as a 
catalyst. 

catalytic converter /.kastolitik kon- 
'v3:to/ noun an object put on the exhaust 
pipe of a motor vehicle to reduce the amount 
of carbon monoxide that comes out 
catamaran /.kastomo'ra znl noun a boat 
with two parallel hulls 

catapult /'kaet op Alt/ noun a weapon con¬ 
sisting of a piece of strong material which 
can stretch attached to a stick shaped like the 
letter ‘Y’ , used for sending stones through 
the air O He tried to kill birds with his cata¬ 
pult. ■ verb 1 . to send someone or something 
into the air suddenly and with a lot of force O 
The cyclist was hit by a bus and catapulted to 
the other side of the road. 2. to put someone 
into a new position quickly O Their team was 
catapulted to the top of the tennis league. 
cataract /'kaetoraskt/ noun 1. a waterfall 
on a river O the cataracts on the Nile 2. a 
medical condition where the lens of the eye 
gradually becomes covered with a white 
layer and you lose the ability to see O He has 
developed a cataract in his right eye. O The 
operation to remove the cataract went 
smoothly. 

catarrh /ko'ta:/ noun a medical condition 
which affects the inside of the nose and 
throat, producing a thick liquid substance. 
Synonym mucus 
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catastrophe 

@ catastrophe /ko'tasstrofi/ noun a sud¬ 
den violent or harmful event. Synonym 

disaster 

catastrophic /.kaeto'strofik/ adj disas¬ 
trous. Antonym fortunate 
<D catch /kaetJV noun 1. an amount of fish 
which has been taken at one time O The boat 
brought back a huge catch of fish. 2. the ac¬ 
tion of taking and holding a ball as it moves 
through the air O He made a marvellous 
catch. O The wicket-keeper dropped an easy 
catch. 3. a hidden disadvantage O It seems 
such a good deal, there must be a catch in it 
somewhere. 4. a little hook which is part of 
the fastening on a door (NOTE: The plural is 
catches.) ■ verb 1. to take hold of some¬ 
thing moving in the air O Can you catch a 
ball with your left hand? O When he knocked 
a glass off the table he managed to catch it 
before it hit the floor. 2. to take hold of some¬ 
thing O She caught him by the sleeve as he 
turned away. O As he slipped, he caught the 
handrail to stop himself falling. □ to catch 
someone’s eye to look at someone who is 
looking at you O She caught his eye and nod¬ 
ded towards the door. 3. to get hold of an an¬ 
imal, especially to kill it O He sat by the river 
all day but didn't catch anything. O Our cat 
is no good at catching mice: she’s too lazy. 4. 
to get on a vehicle such as a bus, plane or 
train before it leaves O You will have to run if 
you want to catch the last bus. O He caught 
the 10 o ’clock train to Paris. 5. to get an ill¬ 
ness O He caught a cold from standing 
watching the rugby match. O The baby has 
caught measles. 6. to find someone doing 
something wrong O She caught the boys 
stealing in her shop. O The police caught the 
burglar as he was climbing out of the win¬ 
dow. 7. to arrest someone O After months of 
searching, the police finally caught the gang. 
t red-handed 8. to hear o I didn’t quite 
catch what you said. (NOTE: catching - 
caught /koit/ - has caught) 
catch 22 /,kaet J .twenti 'tu:/ noun a circle 
of events which you cannot escape from 
catch-all /'kaetj oil/ noun something that 
covers a wide range of possibilities, mean¬ 
ings, ideas or situations 
catching /'kast/ir)/ adj (of an illness or an 
emotion such as fear) which can spread 
from another person. Synonym contagious 
catchment area /'kaetjmsnt .eorio/ 
noun 1. land from which a river gets its water 
2. an area round a school from which all stu¬ 
dents must come O We are moving to be in 
the catchment area of a good school. 
catch on /.kaetj 'on/ verb 1. to understand 
O She caught on very quickly. 2. to become 
fashionable O I don’t see silver hair catching 
on here. 


catch phrase /'kaetJ freiz/ noun a popu¬ 
lar phrase, usually connected with an enter¬ 
tainer or advertisement 
catch up /.kaetj Ap/ verb to move to the 
same level as someone who is in front of you. 
Antonym fall behind 

catchy /'kaetJi/ adj □ catchy tune a tune 
which is easy to remember O The ad has a 
catchy tune that everyone is humming. 
catechism / l kaetokiz(3)m/ noun a book of 
religious instruction 

categoric /.kaeto'gonk/, categorical 

^kaeto'gDrik^jl/ adj direct or definite 
categorically /.kaeto'gDnkli/ adv 
definitely 

categorise /'kaetigoraiz/, categorize 

verb to put into classes or categories. Syn¬ 
onym classify 

d> category /'kaetig(o)ri/ noun a group into 
which things or people can be divided on the 
basis of similarities (NOTE: The plural is cat¬ 
egories.) 

caterer /'keitoro/ noun a person who sup¬ 
plies food and drink, e.g. at an event 
cater for /'keito fo:/ verb 1 . to supply food 
and drink at an event such as a party or for a 
particular amount of people O Our firm ca¬ 
ters for receptions of up to 250 guests. 2. to 
provide for O The college caters mainly for 
older students. O We cater for private indi¬ 
viduals as well as for groups. 

<D catering /'keitorig/ noun the act or prac¬ 
tice of supplying of food and drink 
<D caterpillar /'kaetopilo/ noun a small 
long insect with many legs, which develops 
into a moth or butterfly O Caterpillars have 
eaten most of the leaves on our trees. 
caterpillar track /'kaetopib traek/ trade¬ 
mark a continuous metal belt around the 
wheels of a large vehicle such as a tank 
catfish /'kaetfiJV noun a fish with long 
hairs around its mouth (NOTE: The plural is 
catfish.) 

catharsis /ko'Gaisis/ noun a situation or 
occasion in which you get rid of strong emo¬ 
tional feelings, e.g. through a particular 
experience 

<D cathedral /ko'Giidrol/ noun a large 
church which is the seat of a bishop 
catheter /'kaeGito/ noun a very thin tube 
which can be put into the body to remove 
fluid such as blood or urine 
cathode /'kaeGoud/ noun a negative elec¬ 
tric pole through which electricity leaves a 
piece of electric equipment 
cathode ray tube /.kaeGoud 'rei tjuib/ 
noun a TV tube in which a cathode produces 
the image on the screen. Compare anode 
(D catholic /'kaeG(o)lik/ adj having an inter¬ 
est in or liking for many different things O 
His interests have always been quite catholic. 
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Catholic /'kae0(3)lik/ adj referring to the 
Roman Catholic Church ■ noun a member of 
the Roman Catholic Church 
Catholicism /ko'0Dlisiz(9)m/ noun the 
religion of the Roman Catholic Church 
catkin /'kaetkin/ noun a long flower head 
which hangs down from the branches of cer¬ 
tain types of tree, such as hazel and birch 
cattle /'kaetl/ plural noun animals such as 
cows and bulls which farmers keep for milk 
or meat 

cattle grid /'kaetl grid/ noun bars in a road 
which cattle cannot cross, but which people 
or vehicles can 

catty /'kaeti/ adj making unpleasant remarks 
about someone. Synonym spiteful. Antonym 
kind 

catwalk /'kaetwoik/ noun 1 . a long raised 
area down which models walk to show off 
clothes O The model on the catwalk gave a 
twirl of her skirt. O Fashion editors stared at 
the models on the catwalk. 2. an open metal 
structure for people to walk on, built along 
the outside of a ship or tall building O He 
stepped confidently onto the catwalk. 
Caucasian adj describes people whose 
skin is white ■ noun somebody who has 
white skin or who is of European origin 
caucus /'koikos/ noun a group of people in 
a political party who are strong enough to in¬ 
fluence policy (NOTE: The plural is cau¬ 
cuses.) 

(I) caught /ko:t/ £> catch 

cauldron /'koildron/ noun a large deep 

pan for cooking (NOTE: The US spelling is 

caldron.) 

cauliflower /'koli.flauo/ noun a vegetable 
with hard white flowers, which are eaten 
cooked (NOTE: no plural when referring to 
the food: some cauliflower, They served 
cauliflower with the meat.) 
causal /'koiz(o)l/ adj referring to a cause 
(D cause /ko:z/ noun 1. a thing which 
makes something happen O What is the chief 
cause of traffic accidents? O The police tried 
to find the cause of the fire. □ died from nat¬ 
ural causes having died from old age or ill¬ 
ness, and not killed in an accident or crime 2. 
an organisation which people support O She 
is fighting for the cause of working mothers. 
■ verb to make something happen O The ac¬ 
cident caused a traffic jam on the motorway. 
O The sudden noise caused her to drop the 
cup she was carrying. Antonym impede 
causeway /'koizwei/ noun a road or path 
built up on a bank above wet ground or wa¬ 
ter. Synonym walkway 
caustic /'koistik/ adj 1 . of a substance 
which can bum O This liquid is caustic and 
you should wear gloves when using it. 2. 
sharp or unkind remarks or jokes O His caus¬ 


cavity 

tic remarks didn’t go down well with his 
employees. 

caustic soda /.koistik 'soudo/ noun so¬ 
dium hydroxide, a compound of sodium and 
water used to make soap and to clear blocked 
drains 

caution /'ko:J”(9)n/ noun 1. care O The 
steps are very slippery - please proceed with 
great caution. (NOTE: no plural in this mean¬ 
ing) 2. a warning not to do something again O 
The magistrate let him off with a caution. ■ 
verb to warn o He was cautioned by the po¬ 
lice. O The doctor cautioned him against 
working too hard. 

cautionary /'ko:JX3)n(3)ri/ adj which 
warns. Synonym warning 
cautionary tale /.koiJXojnCojri 'teil/ 
noun 1 . a story written as a warning o It’s a 
cautionary tale specially written to warn 
children not to talk to strangers. 2. some¬ 
thing which provides a good example O The 
whole sequence of events is a cautionary tale 
about what not to do when letting your 
house. 

cautious /'koijos/ adj careful, not taking 
risks. Antonym reckless 
cautiously /'koijosli/ adv in a cautious 
way 

cavalcade /,kaev(9)rkeid/ noun a long 
line of people riding on horses. Synonym 

procession 

cavalier ^kasvo'lio/ adj with no respect for 
other people or customs O She showed a cav¬ 
alier attitude to employment law. 

Cavalier /.kaevo'lio/ noun a member of the 
King’s party during the English Civil War 
(NOTE: The opposing party, the supporters 
of Parliament, were called Roundheads.) 
cavalry /'kaev(o)lri/ noun soldiers riding on 
horses (NOTE: can be followed by either a 
singular or plural verb) 
cave /keiv/ noun a large underground hole 
in rock or earth O When the tide went out we 
could explore the cave. Synonym cavern ■ 
verb □ to cave in to fall down completely 
into the inside of something such as a build¬ 
ing or cave O The beam cracked and the roof 
caved in. 

caveat /'kaeviaet/ noun a warning, espe¬ 
cially against doing something 
caveman /'keivmasn/ noun one of the peo¬ 
ple who lived thousands of years ago in caves 
(NOTE: The plural is cavemen.) 
cavern /'kaevon/ noun a very large cave 
cavernous /'kaevonos/ adj with a very 
large inside space, like a cavern 
cavity /'kaeviti/ noun 1 . a hole, space o The 
jewellery was discovered hidden in a cavity 
in the wall. 2. a hole in a tooth O There is a 
cavity in one of your back teeth which needs 
filling. 
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cayenne pepper 

cayenne pepper /.keien 'pepa/ noun a 
type of hot red pepper, made from chillis 
CBI abbr Confederation of British Industry 
CC abbr cubic centimetre(s) 

CCTV / abbr closed-circuit television 
CD abbr compact disc o I don’t like his new 
CD - do you? O You can get it on CD or 
cassette. 

CD burner /,si: 'di: ,b3:no/ noun alterna¬ 
tive for CD writer 

CD player /,sii 'di: ,pleio/ noun a machine 
which plays CDs. Synonym stereo 
(D CD-ROM /,si: di: 'rom/ noun a small 
plastic disc used as a high capacity ROM 
storage device which can store 650Mb of 
data. Full form compact disc read only 
memory 

CD-RW abbr compact disc rewritable 
CD writer /,si: 'di: ,raito/ noun a piece of 
equipment used to record data permanently 
onto a compact disc 

(D cease /si:s/ verb to stop (formal). Ant¬ 
onym start □ to cease to exist to stop being 
in existence O The pub on the corner ceased 
to exist some time ago. 

ceasefire /‘si:sfaio/ noun an agreement to 
stop shooting in a war. Synonym truce 
ceaseless /'si:sbs/ adj without stopping. 
Synonym unending. Antonym sporadic 
ceaselessly /'si:sbsli/ adv without 
stopping 

cedar /'si:do/ noun 1 . a large tree whose 
leaves do not fall off in winter O There is a 
large cedar in front of the house. 2. wood 
from this tree O a cedar chest O Cedar wood 
has a pleasant smell. 

cede /si:d/ verb to give up something, espe¬ 
cially power or land, to someone else (for¬ 
mal) 

<D ceiling /'sidig/ noun 1 . an inside roof 
over a room O He’s so tall, he can easily 
touch the ceiling. O Flies can walk on the 
ceiling. O He painted the kitchen ceiling. O 
Watch out when you go into the bedroom - it 
has a very low ceiling. 2. the highest point 
that something or someone reaches or is al¬ 
lowed to reach O Output has reached its ceil¬ 
ing. O There is a ceiling of £20,000 on the 
amount you can hold in premium bonds. O 
They set a ceiling of £1000 on the price of 
their washing machines. 
celeb /so'leb/ noun a celebrity 
® celebrate /'selibreit/ verb 1. to have a 
party or do special things because something 
good has taken place, or because of some¬ 
thing that happened in the past O Our team 
won, so we ’re all going out to celebrate. O 
They celebrated their wedding anniversary 
quietly at home with their children. 2. to per¬ 
form a religious ceremony O The priest was 
celebrating Mass. 


celebrated /'selibreitid/ adj very famous. 
Synonym famous. Antonym unknown 
® celebration /.seli'breiJXo)!!/ noun a 
party or festival O We had my birthday cele¬ 
bration in the local pub. O After our team 
won, the celebrations went on late into the 
night. 

(D celebrity /si'lebroti/ noun a famous per¬ 
son O The theatre was packed with celebri¬ 
ties from the acting world. O We hope the 
new supermarket is going to be opened by a 
TV celebrity. (NOTE: The plural is celebri¬ 
ties.) 

celery /'sebri/ noun a plant with a white or 
green stem, eaten as a vegetable or raw as a 
salad □ a stick of celery a piece of the stem 
of the celery plant, often served raw with 
cheese 

celestial /so'lestbl/ adj referring to the sky 
celestial body /so.lestbl 'bodi/ noun a 
star, planet, moon or other natural body in the 
sky. Also called heavenly body 
celibacy /'selibosi/ noun the state of being 
celibate 

celibate /'sebbot/ adj not having sex, e.g. 
for religious reasons 

(D cell /sel/ noun 1. a small room in a build¬ 
ing such as a prison or monastery O He was 
arrested in the centre of town and spent the 
night in the police cells. 2. the basic unit of a 
living creature or plant O You can see the 
cancer cells under a microscope. 3. a small 
political group O She formed part of a cell of 
activists. 4. a part of an electric battery 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with sell.) 

(D cellar /'seb/ noun an underground room 
or rooms under a house (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with seller.) 

cellist /'tjelist/ noun a person who plays 
the cello 

cello /'t Jebu/ noun a large stringed musical 
instrument smaller than a double bass (NOTE: 
The plural is cellos.) 

cellophane /'sebfein/ trademark a trans¬ 
parent film used for wrapping or covering 
things 

cellphone /'selfoun/ same as cellular 
phone 

cellular /'seljub/ adj 1 . made up of many 
small cells O Cellular tissue is connective tis¬ 
sue with large spaces. 2. made of a type of 
cloth with open holes in it O Cellular blan¬ 
kets are light and warm - they look as if 
they’ve been knitted with very big needles. 
cellular phone /.seljub 'foun/ noun a 
mobile phone that works from a series of ra¬ 
dio stations all over the country 
cellulite /'seljulait/ noun deposits of fat 
under the skin, especially in the thighs and 
buttocks 
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celluloid /'seljubid/ noun the thin plastic 
film which was used in the past for making 
films 

cellulose /'seljubus/ noun a chemical 
substance found in plants, used for making 
paper and paint 

® Celsius /'selsios/ adj, noun a scale of 
temperature where the freezing point of wa¬ 
ter is 0° and the boiling point is 100° O The 
temperature outside is only 6°C (say 'six de¬ 
grees Celsius ’). O What is 75 0 Fahrenheit in 
Celsius? (NOTE: used in many countries, but 
not in the USA, where the Fahrenheit sys¬ 
tem is still preferred. It is usually written as 
a C after the degree sign: 32° C (say: 
‘thirty-two degrees Celsius’). It was formerly 
called centigrade.) 

Celt /kelt/ noun one of an ancient people 
who lived in parts of Western Europe, e.g. in 
Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and Brittany 
Celtic /'keltik/ adj referring to ancient or 
modem Celts 

cement /si'ment/ noun 1. powder made 
from lime and clay, which is mixed with wa¬ 
ter and dries hard O He was mixing cement to 
make a path round the house. 2. a strong glue 
O She used china cement to stick the handle 
back on the cup. ■ verb to attach strongly o 
He cemented some stones on the top of the 
wall. O The two halves should be cemented 
together. 

cement mixer /si'ment ,mikso/ noun a 
machine for mixing cement 
(D cemetery /'semot(3)ri/ noun an area of 
ground where the bodies of dead people are 
buried. Synonym graveyard (NOTE: The 
plural is cemeteries.) 

Cenotaph /'senotaif/ noun a war memo¬ 
rial in Whitehall in London 
censor /'senso/ noun a person who reads 
documents or looks at films to see if they are 
fit to be published or shown O The censor 
has refused permission for the film to be 
shown. O During wartime, military censors 
read all letters from soldiers to their families. 
■ verb to read books or plays, to watch films, 
videos or TV programmes to see if they are 
fit to be published or shown, or to change 
them, or to say that they cannot be shown or 
published o The film was censored before 
being shown on TV. O He was accused of 
censoring the article. 

censorship /'sensojip/ noun the action to 
prevent books or newspapers from being 
published or remove parts of them. Synonym 

restriction 

censure /'senj’o/ noun criticism o There 
was widespread public censure of the gov¬ 
ernment. Antonym approval ■ verb to criti¬ 
cise O The Opposition put forward a motion 
to censure the Government. O The borough 


centre 

architect was censured for failing to consult 
the engineers. Antonym praise 
census /'sensos/ noun an official count of 
a country’s population (NOTE: The plural is 

censuses.) 

® cent /sent/ noun 1. a small coin, 
one-hundredth part of a dollar O The stores 
are only a 25-cent bus ride away. O They sell 
oranges at 99 cents each. (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with sent, scent. Cent is usually writ¬ 
ten c in prices: 25c, but not when a dollar 
price is mentioned: $1.25.) 
centenarian ^senti'neorion/ noun a per¬ 
son who is 100 years old or more 
centenary /sen'tiinori/ noun a hundredth 
anniversary 

centennial /sen'teniol/ adj referring to a 
centenary O Our college is getting ready for 
the centennial celebrations next month. 
center /'sento/ 1 > centre 
(D centigrade /'sentigreid/ noun a scale 
of temperature where the freezing point of 
water is 0° and the boiling point is 100° 
(dated) ) See note at Celsius 
centilitre /'sentiliito/ noun a unit of vol¬ 
ume equal to one hundredth of a litre (NOTE: 
The US spelling is centiliter.) 

(D centimetre /'sentimiito/ noun a mea¬ 
sure of length, one hundredth part of a metre 
(NOTE: The US spelling is centimeter.) 
centipede /'sentipiid/ noun an insect with 
a large number of legs 

® central /'sentrol/ adj in the centre o The 
hall has one central pillar. O His offices are 
very central. 

<D Central America /,sentrol o'meriko/ 
noun the part of the American continent be¬ 
tween North and South America, including 
the countries of Mexico and Costa Rica 
central government /.sentrol 
'gAv(3)nm3nt/ noun the main government 
of a country, as opposed to local government 
central heating /,sentrol 'hiitir)/ noun a 
system of providing heating for a whole 
house from one main heater and radiators in 
the various rooms 

centralise /'sentrolaiz/, centralize verb 
to organise from a central point. Synonym 
unify. Antonym decentralise 

centrally /'sentroli/ adv in the centre, from 
the centre 

central nervous system /.sentrol 
'nsivos .sistom/ noun the brain and the spi¬ 
nal cord which link together all the nerves 
central reservation /.sentrol rezo- 
'veij(3)n/ noun a section of road or plants 
such as grass and bushes between the two 
main parts of a major road 
(D centre /'sento/ noun 1 . the middle of 
something O chocolates with coffee cream 
centres O They planted a rose bush in the 
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centre of the lawn. O The town centre is very 
old. 2. a large building containing several 
different sections O an army training centre 
3. an important town O Nottingham is the 
centre for the shoe industry. 4. a group or po¬ 
litical party between the left and right O The 
centre combined with the right to defeat the 
proposal. O The cabinet is formed of 
right-of-centre supporters of the Prime Min¬ 
ister. 5. a player in a sports team who plays 
in the middle of the field ■ verb 1. to put 
something in the middle O Make sure you 
centre the block of wood on the lathe. 2. to 
concentrate on O The opposition's attack was 
centred on the government’s reorganisation 
of the social services. O Our report centres 
on some aspects of the sales team. (NOTE: [all 
senses] The US spelling is center.) 
centred /'sentod/ adj 1. in the middle o 
Make sure the picture is centred in the frame. 
2. based in O The shoe industry is centred on 
Nottingham. (NOTE: [all senses] The US 
spelling is centered.) 

centre forward /.sento 'foiwod/ noun (in 
football) a player in the centre of the forward 
line 

centre lane /'sento lein/, middle lane 

/'mid(o)l lein/ noun the track in the centre of 

a three-lane carriageway 

centre of gravity /.sentor ov 'graeviti J 

noun the point in an object at which it will 

balance 

centre party /.sento 'paiti/ noun a politi¬ 
cal party in the centre, neither right nor left 
centrepiece /'sento.piis/ noun 1. the 
main part of a decoration on a table O A bowl 
of fruit will be fine as a centrepiece on the 
dining table. 2. the main part of a policy O 
The project is the centrepiece of the govern¬ 
ment’s policy on pensions. (NOTE: [all 
senses] The US spelling is centerpiece.) 
centre stage /'sento 'steid3/ adv in the 
middle of the stage, in the middle of some ac¬ 
tion O She moved centre stage and started to 
sing. O The UN Secretary General has moved 
centre stage to try to defuse the crisis. 
centrifugal / l sentri l fju:g(o)l, sen- 
'trifjug(3)l/ adj which tends to go away 
from the centre 

centripetal /.sentri'piitl, sen'tripitl/ adj 
which tends to go towards the centre 
centrist /'sentrist/ adj in favour of the cen¬ 
tre in politics O The group advocates a return 
to centrist politics. O They elected a centrist 
government. Synonym middle-of-the-road 
■ noun a person who is in favour of the cen¬ 
tre in politics O The centrists formed a coali¬ 
tion to influence government policy on 
education. 

(D century /'sentjori/ noun 1. one hundred 
years □ the seventeenth century the period 
from 1600 to 1699 O a 17th-century church 


ceremoniously 

O The church dates from the 17th century. 2. 
a score of 100, especially in cricket O He’s a 
powerful hitter and rapidly scored a century. 
O He scored a century, including four fours 
and two sixes. (NOTE: The plural is centu¬ 
ries. The number of a century is always one 
more than the date number, so the period 
from 1900 to 1999 is the 20th century, and 
the period starting in the year 2000 is the 
21st century.) 

CEO abbr chief executive officer 
ceramic /so'raemik/ adj made from clay 
which has been baked at a high temperature. 
Synonym earthenware 
ceramics noun /so'raemiks/ the art of 
making objects such as cups or plates from 
clay O She is taking a course in ceramics at 
the local art college. (NOTE: not plural in this 
meaning) ■ plural noun ceramic objects o 
Our next exhibition will be of ceramics by 
two local potters. 

d> cereal /'sioriol/ noun 1 . a grain crop such 
as wheat, barley or maize O The plains of 
North America are the main cereal-producing 
areas. 2. a food made from cereal and eaten 
with milk for breakfast O Would you like 
some cereal for breakfast? (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with serial.) 

cerebellum /.sero'belom/ noun the back 
part of the brain, which controls the ability to 
balance 

cerebral /'serobrol/ adj 1 . referring to the 
cerebrum or to the brain in general O A cere¬ 
bral haemorrhage means bleeding inside the 
brain. 2. intellectual, rather than emotional O 
I need to take some exercise after all this ce¬ 
rebral work. 

cerebral hemisphere /.serobrol .hemi- 
1 sf io/ noun one of the two halves of the brain 
cerebral palsy /.serobrol 'poilzi/ noun a 
medical condition of the brain that makes it 
difficult to control speech and movements of 
the body 

cerebrum /so'riibrom/ noun the main part 
of the brain, which contains the main mental 
processes including memory 
ceremonial /.sen'mouniol/ adj referring 
to a ceremony O A guard of naval officers 
carrying their ceremonial swords. O The cer¬ 
emonial coach is used in the Lord Mayor’s 
Parade. Synonym ritual ■ noun a way of 
performing a ceremony O The ceremonial for 
the burial of the dead is laid out in the prayer 
book. Synonym rite 

ceremonially /.seri'mounioli/ adv with 
ceremony 

ceremonious /.seri'mounios/ adj with a 
lot of ceremony 

ceremoniously /.seri'mouniosli/ adv 
with a lot of ceremony 
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ceremony 

ceremony /'serimani/ noun an important 
official occasion when something special is 
done in public O They held a ceremony to re¬ 
member the victims of the train crash. Syn¬ 
onym rite □ to stand on ceremony to be 
formal and not relaxed O Don’t stand on 
ceremony. 

cerise /ss'riis/ noun a bright pink colour 
(D certain /'s3:t(9)n/ adj 1. having no 
doubts about something O Are you certain 
that you locked the door? O I’m not certain 
where she lives. □ to make certain that to 
do something in order that something else 
will definitely happen O He put the money in 
his safe to make certain that no one could 
steal it. 2 . without any doubt O Our team is 
certain to win the prize. 3. □ a certain quan¬ 
tity, a certain amount some o The fire did a 
certain amount of damage. O Rebuilding the 
house took a certain amount of time. O You 
need to add a certain quantity of water to the 
paint. 4. which you do not know or are not 
definite about O The manager is a certain Mr 
Arbuthnot. O Certain fungi can make you ill 
if you eat them. 

® certainly /'s3:t(o)nli/ adv 1. of course 
( after a question or order) o Can you give 
me a lift to the station? - Certainly. O Tell 
him to write to me immediately. - Certainly, 
sir. O Give me a kiss. - Certainly not! 2. defi¬ 
nitely O She certainly impressed the judges. 
O He certainly knows how to score goals. 

<D certainty /'s3it(3)nti/ noun 1. being cer¬ 
tain O I can’t tell who won with any certainty 
- it was a photo-finish. O There is no cer¬ 
tainty that the weather will stay fine for the 
whole of next week. 2. a sure or certain thing 
O Fine weather in November is not an abso¬ 
lute certainty. (NOTE: The plural is certain¬ 
ties.) 

@ certificate /so'tifikot/ noun an official 
document which proves or shows something 
O She has been awarded a certificate for 
swimming. O He has a certificate of aptitude 
in English. 

certify /'s3itifai/ verb 1 . to make an offi¬ 
cial statement in writing O The document is 
certified as a true copy. O He was certified 
dead on arrival at hospital. 2 . to send a pa¬ 
tient to a mental hospital (old) o His parents 
had him certified. 

certitude /'S3:titju:d/ noun certainty. Syn¬ 
onym conviction. Antonym uncertainty 

cervical /'s3:vik(9)l/ adj 1. referring to the 
neck O The bones in the neck are the seven 
cervical vertebrae. 2 . referring to the cervix 
of the womb O What can be done to prevent 
cervical cancer? O In your case, you should 
have a cervical smear test every year. 
cervix /'s3iviks/ noun 1 . any narrow neck 
of an organ 2. the neck of the womb, the nar¬ 
row lower part of the uterus leading into the 


vagina O Cancer of the cervix may not show 
any symptoms for a very long time. (NOTE: 

The plural is cervixes.) 

cessation /se'seij(3)n/ noun the process 
of stopping. Synonym end (NOTE: no plural) 
cession /'sej(9)n/ noun the action of giv¬ 
ing up possession of something, especially an 
area of land, t cede (NOTE: no plural. Do not 
confuse with session.) 
cesspit /'sespit/, cesspool /'sespuil/ 
noun an underground container for collecting 
household sewage 

cf. abbr used to refer to a footnote or to an¬ 
other part of the text 

CFC abbr chlorofluorocarbon, compound of 
fluorine and chlorine O CFCs contribute to 
the destruction of the ozone layer. O When 
CFCs are released into the atmosphere, they 
rise slowly taking about seven years to reach 
the stratosphere. 

chafe /tjeif/ verb to rub something and 
make it sore 

chaff /tjaif, tjaef/ noun the dried stems of 
plants such as wheat which are left after the 
grain is collected 

chagrin /'Jzegrin/ noun a feeling of being 
annoyed or sad 

(D chain /tjein/ noun 1. a series of metal 
rings joined together O She wore a gold 
chain round her neck. O He stopped when the 
chain came off his bike. 2. a series of busi¬ 
nesses such as stores, restaurants or hotels 
which belong to the same company O a chain 
of hotels or a hotel chain O She runs a chain 
of shoe shops. 3. a group of large mountains 
O The Rockies are a chain of mountains run¬ 
ning down from Canada through the western 
states. 4. a series of people, each buying an¬ 
other’s house O There is a chain of six fami¬ 
lies involved, so the sale will take some time. 
■ verb to attach with a chain o I chained my 
bike to the lamppost. 

chain reaction /tjein ri'aekjan/ noun a 
series of reactions which follow on from an 
event 

chainsaw /'tjeinso:/ noun a saw where 
the teeth are set in a continuous chain driven 
by a motor 

chain-smoke /'tjein smsuk/ verb to 
smoke cigarettes one after the other 
chain Store /'tjein sto:/ noun one of a se¬ 
ries of shops owned by the same company 
(T) chair /tjes/ noun 1. a piece of furniture 
which you can sit on, with a back O He 
pulled up a chair and started to write. O 
These dining-room chairs are very hard. 2 . 
the person who is in charge of a meeting O 
Please address all your comments to the 
chair. □ in the chair the position of being in 
charge of a meeting O Mrs Smith was in the 
chair. □ Mr Jones took the chair Mr Jones 
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was in charge of the meeting 3. the position 
of professor at a university O He has been 
appointed to the chair of English. ■ verb to 
take charge of a meeting O The meeting was 
chaired by Mrs Smith. 

chairlift /'tjeolift/ noun a line of moving 
chairs which take people to the top of a 
mountain slope, especially people who are 
skiing 

(D chairman /'tjeomon/ noun 1. a person 
who is in charge of a meeting O Mrs Jones 
was the chairman at the meeting. 2. a person 
who presides over a board of directors O the 
chairman of the bank (NOTE: The plural is 
chairmen.) 

chairmanship /'tjeomonjip/ noun the 
position of being a chairman 
chairperson /'tJe3p3:s(o)n/ noun a per¬ 
son who is in charge of a meeting 
chairwoman /'tjeowumon/ noun a 
woman who is in charge of a meeting (NOTE: 
The plural is chairwomen.) 
chaise longue /Jeiz 'log/ noun a com¬ 
fortable chair with a long seat, similar to a 
sofa with an arm at only one end 
chalet /'Jaelei/ noun a small house, usually 
made of wood, often one where people stay 
for a holiday 

chalice /'tjaslis/ noun a metal cup in which 
wine is offered at a communion service 
chalk /tJo :k J noun 1. a type of soft white 
rock made of calcium O The white cliffs of 
Dover are formed of chalk. □ as different as 
chalk and cheese completely different (infor¬ 
mal) 2. a stick of a white or coloured used for 
writing on a blackboard, e.g. in a classroom 
O He wrote the dates on the board in col¬ 
oured chalk. ■ verb to mark or write with 
chalk O She chalked the menu for the day on 
the blackboard. 

chalk up /,tJo:k 'Ap/ verb to achieve a 
score or a victory 

chalky /'t Jo: ki/ adj 1. full of chalk o chalky 
soil 2. white like chalk O a chalky liquid 3. 
feeling powdery like crushed chalk o This 
bread has a chalky feel to it. 

<D challenge /'tJaelind 3 / noun 1. a difficult 
test of someone’s skill or strength etc. o The 
action by the union is another challenge to 
the authority of the government. □ to pose a 
challenge to someone to be extremely diffi¬ 
cult to do O Getting the piano up the stairs 
will pose a challenge to the removal men. 2. 
an invitation to something such as a fight or 
competition O Our team accepted the chal¬ 
lenge to play another game. □ to take up a 
challenge to agree to fight ■ verb 1. to ask 
someone to prove that he is right O When 
challenged, he admitted that he had seen her 
get into a car. O The committee’s conclusions 
have been challenged by other experts. 2. □ 


chance 

to challenge someone to a tight to ask 

someone to fight you 

challenging /'tjaelind 3 ig/ adj difficult, 
which is a challenge 

<D chamber /'tjeimbo/ noun 1. an official 
room 2. an empty space inside the heart O 
Blood collects inside the chambers of the 
heart and is then pumped out. 3. a space in a 
piece of a machine, especially one of the 
spaces for bullets in a gun 
chambermaid /'tjeimbomeid/ noun a 
woman who cleans bedrooms in a hotel 
chamber music /'tjeimbo .mjuizik/ 
noun music for a few instruments which can 
be played in a small room 
Chamber of Commerce /.tjeimbor ov 
'kDm3is/ noun a group of local business peo¬ 
ple who meet to discuss problems which they 
have and to encourage business in their town 
chamber orchestra /'tjeimbor 
,o:kistro/ noun a small orchestra which 
plays chamber music 

chambers /'tjeimboz/ plural noun the of¬ 
fice of a judge or a lawyer 
chameleon /ko'midion/ noun a type of 
lizard which changes its colour to match 
what is around it 

champ /tjaemp/ noun the winner of a com¬ 
petition, especially in sport ( informal ) o He's 
the champ! Synonym champion ■ verb to 
chew hard and noisily □ to champ at the bit 
to be impatient to do something O The sales 
staff are champing at the bit because the 
product is still not ready. 
champagne /Jaem'pein/ noun sparkling 
white wine from the north-east of France 
champers /'Jaempoz/ noun same as 
champagne ( informal ) 

<D champion /'tjeempion/ noun the best 
one in a particular competition O She was 
champion two years running. O He’s the 
world champion in the 100 metres. ■ verb □ 
to champion a cause to support a cause 
strongly O They are championing the cause 
of women's rights. 

(D championship /'tjasmpionjip/ noun 1 . 
a contest to find who is the champion O The 
schools’ tennis championship was won by a 
boy from Leeds. 2. support for a cause O Her 
constant championship of the homeless. 

<D chance /tJains/ noun 1. a possibility, 
likelihood O There is no chance of rain in 
August. O What are their chances of survival 
in this weather? 2. opportunity O I’ve been 
waiting for a chance to speak to the Prime 
Minister. O I wish I had the chance to visit 
South Africa. 3. luck O It was pure chance or 
it was quite by chance that we were travel¬ 
ling on the same bus. (NOTE: the meanings: 
chance of + ing = possibility of doing 
something; chance to = opportunity to do 
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something) ■ verb 1. to do something by 
chance O She chanced to look round as she 
came up to her. O The car in front of us 
chanced to turn right. 2. □ to chance it to try 
to do something which is risky O The sky 
looks grey, but I think I’ll chance it without 
an umbrella. 

chancel /'tjamsol/ noun a part of a church 
where a choir usually sits 
(D chancellor /'tja:ns(9)b/ noun 1 . an im¬ 
portant official O He became chancellor of 
the university last year. 2. the head of the 
government, equivalent to Prime Minister) 
(in Germany or Austria) 

(D Chancellor of the Exchequer 
/'tjamsobr ov di: iks'tjeko/, Chancellor 
noun the chief finance minister in the British 
government (NOTE: In most countries, this is 
called the Minister of Finance; the Ameri¬ 
can equivalent is the Secretary of the 
Treasury.) 

chancy /'tjainsi/ adj risky, not very sure. 
Synonym risky (NOTE: chancier - 
chanciest) 

chandelier /.Jaemb'lio/ noun a light fit¬ 
ting which hangs from the ceiling, with sev¬ 
eral branches for holding electric bulbs 
® change /tJTeind 3 / noun 1. the act of 
changing or being changed O There was a 
last-minute change of plan. O We’ve seen a 
lot of changes over the years. □ it’s a change 
for the better it has made things better than 
they were 2. something different O We usu¬ 
ally go on holiday in summer, but this year 
we ’re taking a winter holiday for a change. O 
A cup of tea is a nice change after all those 
glasses of orange juice. O A change of scen¬ 
ery will do you good. □ she took a change of 
clothes with her she took a set of clean 
clothes with her 3. money in coins or notes O 
I need some change for the parking meter. O 
Have you got change for a £5 note? 4. money 
which you get back when you have given 
more than the correct price O The book is 
£3.50, so if you give me £5, you should get 
£1.50 change. O The shopkeeper gave me the 
wrong change. □ keep the change keep the 
change as a tip (said to people such as wait¬ 
ers) 5. □ to ring the changes to try various 
things to see which is best O I don’t always 
buy the same newspaper, I prefer to ring the 
changes between ‘The Times’, ‘The Inde¬ 
pendent ’ and ‘The Guardian ■ verb 1. to 
make something different; to become differ¬ 
ent O Living in the country has changed his 
attitude towards towns. O London has 
changed a lot since we used to live there. O 
He’s changed so much since I last saw him 
that I hardly recognised him. O The prince 
was changed into a frog. □ I’ve changed my 
mind I’ve decided to do something different 
2. to put on different clothes O I’m just going 


upstairs to change or to get changed. O Go 
into the bathroom if you want to change your 
dress. □ to change a bed to put clean sheets 
on a bed O The cleaning staff came in to 
change the beds. 3. to use or have something 
in place of something else O You ought to 
change your car tyres if they are worn. O 
Can we change our room for one with a view 
of the sea? O She’s recently changed her job 
or changed jobs. □ to change trains or buses 
to get off one train or bus and onto another to 
continue your journey O To get to Stratford 
you will have to change (trains) at Birming¬ 
ham. 4. □ to change gear to change from one 
gear to the next when driving a car 5. to give 
smaller coins or notes for a larger one □ can 
you change a £20 note? can you give me 
small change for a £20 note? 6. to give one 
type of currency for another O I had to 
change £1,000 into dollars. O We want to 
change some traveller’s cheques. 
changeable /'tjeind39b(9)l/ adj which 
changes often, which is likely to change of¬ 
ten. Synonym variable 
changed /tjeind 3 d/ adj different from be¬ 
fore O When she returned from France she 
was a changed woman. 
change down /,tjeind 3 'daun/ verb to 
move to a lower gear when driving a car 
change over /,tjeind 3 buvo/ verb 1. to 
exchange places, positions, or roles 2. (in 
sports such as football) to move to opposite 
ends of a playing field, usually halfway 
through a match 

changeover /'tjeind33uv3/ noun 1. a 
change from one thing to another 2. (in 
sports such as football) the movement of 
teams to opposite ends of a playing field 3. 
the passing of a baton in a relay race 
change up /,tJeind 3 'Ap/ verb to move to 
a higher gear when driving a car 
changing of the guard /,tjeind 3 ig av 
do 'gcud/ noun a military ceremony, where 
one shift of soldiers is replaced by another on 
guard duty at a palace, etc. 
changing room /'tjeind 3 ir) ru:m/ noun 
a room in a public place where you can 
change into or out of clothes 
(D channel /'tj 2 en(o)l/ noun 1. a piece of 
water connecting two seas 2. a way in which 
information or goods are passed from one 
place to another O The matter was sorted out 
through the normal diplomatic channels. 3. a 
frequency band for radio or TV or a station 
using this band O We 're watching Channel 4. 
O The new chat show is scheduled to compete 
with the gardening programme on the other 
channel. 4. the bottom of a stream, ditch or 
gutter along which water can flow ■ verb to 
send something in a certain direction O They 
are channelling their funds into research. 
Synonym direct (NOTE: channelling - 
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channelled. The US spelling is channeling 
- channeled.) 

channel of communication /,tJaen(o)l 
9V k9mjuini'keij(9)n/ noun a way of 
communicating 

Channel Tunnel /,tj£en(9)l 'tAn(3)l/ 
noun a tunnel for trains under the English 
Channel between England and France 
chant /tJoint/ noun a regular singing or 
shouting of a repeated song or phrase O She 
has a recording of chants by Buddhist monks. 
O The chants of ‘down with the police ’ could 
be heard in the streets. ■ verb to sing or 
shout to a regular beat O The crowds chanted 
anti-government slogans. 
chaos /'keios/ noun confusion. Synonym 
disorder 

chaos theory /'kems ,0i3ri/ noun a the¬ 
ory that things happen at random, and one 
should plan for the unexpected to happen 
chaotic /kei'Dtik/ adj confused, without 
order 

(D chap /tjaep/ noun a man ( informal) o 
He’s a really nice chap. O I bought it from a 
chap at work. ■ verb (of the skin) to crack o 
Rub some ointment on your chapped lips. 
(NOTE: chapping - chapped) 
chapel /'tj£ep(o)l/ noun 1. a part of a large 
church with a separate altar O There’s a cha¬ 
pel on the west side of the cathedral dedi¬ 
cated to St Teresa. 2. a small church attached 
to a special institution O They were buried in 
the prison chapel. 

chaplain /'tjaeplin/ noun a priest attached 
to a private individual, to a prison or to one 
of the armed services 

chapped /tjzept/ adj (especially of the 
skin) dry, cracked or sore 
® chapter /'t Jaspto/ noun 1. a division of a 
book O The first chapter is rather slow, but 
after that the story gets exciting. O Don *t tell 
me how it finishes — I’m only up to chapter 
three, t verse 2. a group of priests or monks 
who run a cathedral or monastery 
G> character /'kaerikto/ noun 1. the part of 
a person which makes him or her behave dif¬ 
ferently from all others O His character is 
quite different from yours. □ strong charac¬ 
ter a person with special qualities such as de¬ 
termination or the ability to influence others 

2. a person in a play or novel O The leading 
character in the film is an old blind woman. 

3. a letter or symbol used in writing or print¬ 
ing O The book is printed in Chinese 
characters. 

characterisation /.kaeriktorai'zeij^n/, 
characterization noun an indication of 
character. Synonym description 
<S> characterise /'kasriktoraiz/, charac¬ 
terize verb 1. to be a typical feature of some¬ 
thing O The northern coast is characterised 


by tall cliffs and tiny beaches. 2. to describe 
someone or something as a particular type of 
person or thing O He didn’t like to be charac¬ 
terised as weak and inefficient. 

® characteristic /.kasnkto'ristik/ adj 
typical O You can recognise her by her char¬ 
acteristic way of walking. O That is charac¬ 
teristic of this type of flower. Antonym 
uncharacteristic (NOTE: something is char¬ 
acteristic of something) ■ noun a typical 
feature O The two cars have very similar 
characteristics. Synonym trait 
characteristically /.kasrikts'ristikli/ 
adv in a typical way, typically. Antonym 
unusually 

characterless /'kasriktolos/ adj ordinary, 
with no special features. Synonym bland 
charade /Jo'raid/ noun a situation which 
has no meaning or which is simply a pre¬ 
tence O Can you make any sense of this cha¬ 
rade? O Why bother with this charade of 
consultation when we know that a decision 
has already been taken? 
charades /Jo'raidz/ plural noun a game 
where people have to guess a word from a 
scene acted by others O We had a game of 
charades or we played charades. 
charcoal /'tjaikoul/ noun a black fuel 
formed from wood which has been burnt 
slowly, used for barbecues and grills o We 
need a bag of charcoal for the barbecue. 

(D charge /tjaid 3 / noun 1. money which 
you have to pay O There is no charge for de¬ 
livery. O We make a small charge for rental. 

□ we will send the parcel free of charge we 
will send the parcel without asking you to 
pay for postage 2. a claim by the police that 
someone has done something wrong O He 
was kept in prison on a charge of trying to 
blow up the Houses of Parliament. 3. □ in 
charge being in control of O He is in charge 
of the sales department. O Who's in charge 
here? □ to take charge of something to start 
to be responsible for something o She took 
charge of the class while the teacher was out 
of the room. 4. an electric current O He was 
killed by an electric charge from the wires. 5. 
a running attack O The captain led the charge 
against the enemy camp. ■ verb 1. to ask 
someone to pay O The restaurant charged me 
£10 for two glasses of water. O How much 
did the garage charge for mending the car? 

□ to charge the packing to the customer to 
ask the customer to pay for the packing 2. (of 
the police) to say that someone has done 
something wrong O He was charged with 
stealing the jewels. 3. to attack someone 
while running O The police charged the riot¬ 
ers. O If the bull charges, run as fast as you 
can for the gate! 4. to run quickly and with¬ 
out care O The children charged into the 
kitchen. 5. to give someone responsibility O 
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charge card 

She was charged with organising the club’s 
dinner dance. 6. to put electricity into a bat¬ 
tery O You can charge your phone battery by 
plugging it into the mains overnight. 
charge card /'tj*a:d 3 ka:d/ noun a plastic 
card which you can use to buy things from a 
particular shop, and pay for them at a later 
date 

charged /t Ja:d 3 d/ adj full of a strong emo¬ 
tion. Antonym calm 

charge d’affaires /Ja: 3 ei dae'feo/ noun 
an official in an embassy who takes the place 
of an ambassador 

charger /'tj‘a:d39/ noun 1. a device which 
can be plugged into the mains and connected 
to a storage battery to restore the charge O 
How long do you have to connect the battery 
to the charger before it is recharged? 2. a 
heavy medieval battle horse O Knights in ar¬ 
mour had to be lifted onto their chargers with 
cranes. 

chariot /'tjceriot/ noun a two-wheeled ve¬ 
hicle pulled by horses 

charioteer /.tjaerio'tio/ noun a person 
who drives a chariot 

charisma /ko'rizmo/ noun personal ap¬ 
peal. Synonym magnetism 
charismatic /.kgeriz'martik/ adj appealing 
to people. Synonym magnetic 
charitable / l tj£erit3b(3)l/ adj 1. referring 
to a charity O She was famous for her chari¬ 
table work. 2. understanding, or less critical 
O Commuters ought to be more charitable to¬ 
wards railway staff - they ’re only doing their 
best. 

charitably /'tjaeritobli/ adv in a charitable 
way 

(D charity /'t Jeeriti/ noun 1. an organisation 
which collects money to help the poor or to 
support some cause O Charities do not pay 
tax. 2. help, usually money, given to the poor 
O She lost her job and her family have to rely 
on the charity of neighbours. (NOTE: no plu¬ 
ral in this meaning) 

charity shop /'tjaeriti Jop/ noun a shop 
run by a charity where you can take things 
such as old clothes and ornaments, which are 
then sold and the money given to the charity 
(NOTE: The plural is charities.) 
charlatan /'Jadoton/ noun a person who 
pretends to be an expert. Synonym fake 
charm /tjaim/ noun 1. attractiveness O She 
has great personal charm. O The charm of 
the Devon countryside. 2. an object which is 
supposed to have magical powers O She 
wears a lucky charm round her neck. ■ verb 
1. to put someone under a spell O The old 
man played a pipe and charmed a snake out 
of its basket. 2. to attract someone, or to 
make someone pleased O He always man¬ 


ages to charm the girls at the office. O I was 
charmed by their tiny cottage in the country. 
charmed /tj’aimd/ adj protected as if by 
magic 

(D charming /'tjaimig/ adj attractive. Syn¬ 
onym delightful. Antonym unattractive 
charred /tj’aid/ adj burnt in a fire 
(D chart /tjait/ noun 1. a map of the sea, a 
river or a lake O You will need an accurate 
chart of the entrance to the river. 2. a dia¬ 
gram showing statistics O A chart showing 
the increase in cases of lung cancer. ■ verb 
1 . to make a map of the sea, a river or lake O 
He charted the coast of southern Australia in 
the 18th century. 2. to describe or make a di¬ 
agram of something to show information O 
The book charts the rise of the new political 
party. 

(D charter /'tjarto/ noun a legal document 
giving rights or privileges to a town or a uni¬ 
versity O The university received its charter 
in 1846. ■ verb to hire an aircraft, bus or boat 
for a particular trip O We chartered a boat for 
a day trip to the island. Synonym rent 
chartered /'tjartod/ adj 1. {of an aircraft, 
bus or boat) which has been hired for a par¬ 
ticular trip O A fleet of chartered coaches 
took the group to the beach. 2. {of someone 
such as an accountant) having passed the 
professional examinations O He is a char¬ 
tered surveyor. 

chartered accountant /.tjaitod o- 
'kauntont/ noun a qualified accountant 
charter flight /'tjaito flait/ noun a flight 
in an aircraft which has been hired by the air¬ 
line for a special occasion 
charter plane /'tjaito plein/ noun a plane 
which has been chartered 
charts /tjaits/ plural noun a list of the most 
popular records 

charwoman /'tjaiwumon/ noun a woman 
who does cleaning work in a private house 
{dated) 

chary /'tj’eori/ adj cautious, reluctant to do 
something. Synonym wary. Antonym 
reckless 

(D chase /tjeis/ noun a pursuit o He was 
caught after a three-hour chase along the 
motorway. □ to give chase to run after some¬ 
one O The robbers escaped and the police 
gave chase. ■ verb 1 . to run after someone in 
order to try to catch him or her O The police 
officer chased the burglars down the street. O 
The postman was chased by a dog. 2. to ask 
someone how work is progressing in order to 
try to speed it up O We are trying to chase the 
accounts department for your cheque. O I 
will chase up your order with the production 
department. 

chasm /'k£ez(o)m/ noun 1. a very big dif¬ 
ference of opinion O How can we bridge the 


chassis 

chasm between the two sides in the dispute? 
2. a very big crack in the ground O The 
mountaineers were forced to turn back when 
they reached a chasm in the glacier. 
chassis /'Jaesi/ noun 1. the metal frame¬ 
work of a car O The car’s chassis was dam¬ 
aged in the accident. 2. the part on the 
underneath of an aircraft O The aircraft radi¬ 
oed to say that the chassis had failed. (NOTE: 
The plural is chassis /'Jaesiz/.) 
chaste /tjeist/ adj sexually pure. Antonym 
impure 

chastened /'tjeis(9)nd/ adj less proud 
chastise /tjae'staiz/ verb to punish some¬ 
one. Synonym reprimand. Antonym praise 
chastisement /tjae'staizmont/ noun the 
act of punishing someone (formal). Synonym 
reprimand. Antonym praise 
chastity /'tjaestiti/ noun the state or fact of 
being chaste. Synonym purity 
© chat /tjaet/ noun casual friendly talk o 
She likes to drop in for a cup of coffee and a 
chat. O I’d like to have a chat with you about 
your work. Synonym conversation ■ verb 
to talk in a casual and friendly way O They 
were chatting about their holidays when the 
bus arrived. □ to chat someone up to talk to 
someone with the intention of starting a sex¬ 
ual relationship with them ( informal) o He 
tried to chat up the girl he met in a bar. 
chat room /'tj’ast ru:m/ noun a facility ex¬ 
changing messages by computer in real time 
(D chat show /'t Jaet Jou/ noun a TV show 
where famous people talk to the host 
chattels /'tj£et(9)lz/ plural noun same as 
possessions 

chatter I't J*aet a/ noun quick talking o The 
chatter of children in the corridor. ■ verb to 
talk quickly and not seriously O She went on 
chattering on the phone, not realising that 
the boss was standing behind her. □ his teeth 
were chattering his teeth were knocking to¬ 
gether because he was shivering 
chatterbox /'tjastoboks/ noun a person 
who cannot stop talking (informal). Synonym 
talker 

chattering classes /'tjastorir) .klaisiz/ 
plural noun middle-class people working e.g. 
in the media, who spend their time meeting 
and gossiping about events in the news 
(disapproving) 

chatty /'tjceti/ adj 1. who likes to chat o 
She’s a very chatty person, always stopping 
to gossip with anyone she meets. 2. informal 
O He has a pleasant chatty style, which goes 
down well with readers of Saturday papers. 
chauffeur /'Joufo/ noun a person who is 
paid to drive a car for someone else O The 
chauffeur brought the Rolls round to the 
door. Synonym driver ■ verb to drive a car 
for someone else O My husband lost his driv¬ 


checked 

ing licence and I had to chauffeur him 
everywhere. 

chauvinism /'Jauvimz^m/ noun a 
strong feeling of pride in your native country 
O Chauvinism is a barrier to full integration 
into the European Union. 
chauvinist /'Jsuvinist/ noun a person 
who has a strong feeling of pride in his or her 
native country O Chauvinists insist that Brit¬ 
ish cooking is better than French. 
chauvinistic /Jouvi'nistik/ adj feeling 
that your country is better than all others. 
Synonym bigoted 

® Cheap /tjiip/ adj which does not cost a 
lot of money O If you want a cheap radio you 
ought to shop around. O Why do you go by 
bus? - Because it’s cheaper than the train. O 
Buses are by far the cheapest way to travel. 
■ adv at a low price O I bought them cheap 
in the local market. ■ noun □ on the cheap 
in the cheapest possible way o We got these 
chairs on the cheap in an auction. 
cheapen /'tjiipon/ verb to reduce the 
value of something. Synonym denigrate. 
Antonym elevate 

® cheaply /'tjiipli/ adv without paying 
much money 

cheapness /'tjiipnos/ noun low cost 
<D cheat /tjiit/ noun a person who acts un¬ 
fairly in order to win O I won’t play cards 
with him again, he’s a cheat. ■ verb 1 . to act 
unfairly in order to be successful O They 
don’t let her play any more since they found 
she was cheating. O They are sure he cheated 
in his exam, but can’t find out how he did it. 
2. □ to cheat someone out of something to 
get something by tricking someone O She 
was furious, saying that she had been 
cheated out of the first prize. 

(D check /tjek/ noun 1. an examination or 
test O The police are carrying out checks on 
all cars. O A routine check of the fire equip¬ 
ment. 2. US (in a restaurant) a bill o I’ll ask 
for the check. 3. US spelling of cheque 4. 
US a mark on paper to show that something 
is correct O Make a check in the box marked 
‘R ’. (NOTE: The British term is tick.) 5. □ in 
check under control O We must keep our 
spending in check. 6. (in chess) a situation 
where your opponent has to move to protect 
his or her king ■ verb 1. to make sure O I’d 
better check with the office if there are any 
messages for me. O Did you lock the door? - 
I’ll go and check. 2. to examine O You must 
have your car checked every 10,000 miles. 3. 
US to mark with a sign to show that some¬ 
thing is correct O Check the box marked R ’. 
(NOTE: The British term is tick.) 4. to bring 
someone or something to a halt O Bad 
weather checked the expedition’s progress. 
checked /tjekt/ adj with a pattern of small 
squares. Synonym check 
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checkers /'tjekoz/ noun US a game for 
two people played on a board with black and 
white squares and round pieces (NOTE: The 
British term is draughts.) 
check in /,tjek 'in / verb 1. (at a hotel) to 
arrive at a hotel and sign for a room O He 
checked in at 12.15. O We checked into our 
hotel and then went on a tour of the town. 2. 
(at an airport) to give in your ticket to show 
you are ready to take the flight O Please 
check in two hours before your departure 
time. 3. □ to check baggage in to pass your 
baggage to the airline staff to put it on the 
plane for you O My bag hasn ’ t been checked 
in yet. 

® check-in /'tjek in/ noun a place where 
passengers give in their tickets and baggage 
for a flight 

checklist /'tjeklist/ noun a list of things 
which have to be done or dealt with before 
something can be done 
checkmate /'tjekmeit/ noun (in chess) a 
situation at the end of a game where the king 
cannot move o That ’s checkmate! ■ verb 1. 
(in chess) to put your opponent’s king in a 
position from which he cannot escape O She 
managed to checkmate me for the second 
game running. (NOTE: also shortened simply 
to mate) 2. to put an opponent into an impos¬ 
sible situation O If the judiciary manages to 
checkmate the president, he will have to 
resign. 

(D check out /,tjek 'aut/ verb 1. (at a ho¬ 
tel) to leave and pay for a room O We will 
check out before breakfast. 2. to take luggage 
out of safe keeping O The ticket shows that 
he checked out his bag at 9.15. 3. to see if 
something is all right O I thought I heard a 
noise in a kitchen - I’ll just go and check it 
out. 

® checkout /'tjekaut/ noun 1. (in a su¬ 
permarket) a cash desk where you pay for 
the goods you have bought o There were 
huge queues at the checkouts. 2. □ checkout 
time is 12.00 the time by which you have to 
leave your room is 12.00 
checkpoint /'tj’ekpoint/ noun a place on a 
road where the police or army check cars and 
people passing. Synonym barrier 
checkroom /'tjekruim/ noun US a place 
where you leave your coat in a public build¬ 
ing such as a restaurant or theatre (NOTE: The 
British term is cloakroom.) 

® checkup /'tJekAp/ noun 1. a test to see 
if someone is fit O He had a heart checkup 
last week. 2. a general examination by a doc¬ 
tor or dentist O She made an appointment 
with the dentist for a checkup. 3. a general 
examination of a machine O I’m taking the 
car to the garage for its six-monthly checkup. 


cheeseburger 

check up on /,tjek 'Ap on/ verb to make 
sure that something has been done correctly. 
Antonym ignore 

Cheddar /'tjedo/ noun a smooth hard light 
yellow cheese, originally from a village of 
this name in the west of England 
® cheek /tjiik/ noun 1 . a fat part of the face 
on either side of the nose and below the eye 
O a baby with red cheeks 2. rudeness O He 
had the cheek to ask for more money. (NOTE: 
no plural in this sense) 
cheekbone /'tjiikboun/ noun a bone just 
below the eye which forms the prominent 
part of the cheek 

cheekily /'tjiikili/ adv in a cheeky way 
cheeky /'tjiiki/ adj rude. Synonym impu¬ 
dent. Antonym respectful (NOTE: cheekier 

- cheekiest) 

© Cheer /tjio/ noun a shout of praise or en¬ 
couragement O When he scored the goal a 
great cheer went up. □ three cheers three 
shouts of praise for someone O Three cheers 
for the goalkeeper! hip! hip! hooray! ■ verb 
to shout encouragement O The crowd 
cheered when the first marathon runners ap¬ 
peared. Synonym applaud. Antonym boo 
® cheerful /'t/iof^l/ adj happy 
cheerfully /'tj*i3f(3)li/ adv in a happy way 
cheerfulness /'tJi9f(o)ln3s/ noun the 
state of being cheerful. Synonym happi¬ 
ness. Antonym sadness 
cheerily /'tjiorili/ adv in a cheery way 
(D cheerio /^Jiori'ou/ interj goodbye (infor¬ 
mal) 

cheerleader /'tjioliido/ noun a person 
who directs the cheering of a crowd 
cheerless /'tjiolos/ adj unpleasant and un¬ 
welcoming. Synonym gloomy 
cheers! /'tj’ioz/ interj (when drinking) 1. 
thank you! 2. good health! O They all lifted 
their glasses and said ‘cheers! ’. 

® cheer up /.tjior 'ap/ verb to become 
happier □ cheer up! don’t be miserable! □ to 
cheer someone up to make someone happier 
O She made him a good meal to try to cheer 
him up. Synonym perk up. Antonym 
depress 

cheery /'tjiori/ adj happy (note: cheerier 

- cheeriest) 

® cheese /tjiiz/ noun a solid food made 
from milk O She ordered a cheese omelette 
and chips. O At the end of the meal we’ll 
have biscuits and cheese. O Can I have a 
pound of Cheshire cheese, please? □ ‘say 
cheese!’ used when asking people to smile 
when their photo is being taken (informal) o 
The photographer got us all in a line and 
then told us to ‘say cheese! ’. 
cheeseburger /'tJi:zb3:go/ noun a ham¬ 
burger with melted cheese on top 


cheesecake 

cheesecake /'tjiizkeik/ noun a tart with a 
sweet pastry base and cooked cream cheese 
on top, often covered with fruit 
cheesed Off /,tjiizd 'Df/ adj fed up, an¬ 
noyed about something ( informal ) 
cheesy /'tjiizi/ adj 1. like cheese in ap¬ 
pearance, flavour or consistency 2. cheap and 
without style 

cheetah /'tjiito/ noun an animal like a 
small leopard, with black spots on pale fur, 
which can run faster than any other animal 
(D chef /Jef/ noun a cook in a restaurant 
(D chemical /'kemik(3)l/ adj referring to 
chemistry O If you add acid it sets off a 
chemical reaction. ■ noun a substance which 
is formed by reactions between elements O 
Rows of glass bottles containing chemicals. 
O Chemicals are widely used in agriculture. 

@ chemist /'kemist/ noun 1. a person who 
prepares and sells medicines O Ask the chem¬ 
ist to give you something for indigestion. 2. a 
scientist who studies chemical substances o 
She works as a chemist in a nuclear 
laboratory. 

(D chemistry /'kemistri/ noun 1 . the sci¬ 
ence of chemical substances and their reac¬ 
tions O She’s studying chemistry at 
university. O He passed his chemistry exam. 
2. □ personal chemistry reaction of one per¬ 
son to another O The personal chemistry of 
the two leaders was very good. 
chemotherapy ^kiimou'Beropi/ noun the 
process of using chemical drugs to fight a 
disease, especially using toxic chemicals to 
destroy rapidly developing cancer cells 
(NOTE: no plural) 

<D cheque /tjek/ noun a note to a bank ask¬ 
ing for money to be paid from one account to 
another O I paid for the jacket by cheque. O 
He made out the cheque to Mr Smith. O He’s 
forgotten to sign the cheque. (NOTE: The US 
spelling is check.) 

<D chequebook /'tjekbuk/ noun a set of 
blank cheques attached together in a cover 
(NOTE: The US spelling is checkbook.) 
cheque card /'tjek ka:d/ noun a plastic 
bank card that guarantees that a cheque will 
be paid by the bank 

chequered /'tjekod/ adj 1 . laid out in a 
pattern of squares 2. varied, with good and 
bad parts O She had a chequered career in 
the police force. 

chequered flag /.tjekod 'flaeg/ noun a 
black and white check flag used to show the 
end of a motor race 

cherish /'tjerij/ verb 1. to love o The two 
persons he cherished most died during the 
year. O She cherished the old ring given to 
her by her grandmother. 2. to cling on to a 
hope O She still cherishes the hope of living 
in a warmer country. 


chewy 

<D cherry /'tjeri/ noun a small sweet red 

fruit, which grows on a tree 

cherry tomato /'tjeri t3,ma:tou/ noun a 

variety of very small tomato 

cherub /'tjerob/ noun 1. a small fat angel 

2. a child who looks like an angel. Synonym 

angel 

<D chess /tjes/ noun a game for two people 
played on a board with sixteen pieces, often 
shaped like people, on each side (NOTE: no 
plural) 

chessboard /'tjesboid/ noun a board 
with black and white squares used to play 
chess on 

chessman /'tjesmsen/ noun a piece used 
in the game of chess 

® chest lx Jest/ noun 1. the top front part of 
the body, where the heart and lungs are O If 
you have pains in your chest or if you have 
chest pains, you ought to see a doctor. O The 
doctor listened to the patient’s chest. O She 
was rushed to hospital with chest wounds. O 
He has a 48-inch chest. □ to get something 
off your chest to speak honestly about a 
problem 2. a piece of furniture, like a large 
box O He keeps his old clothes in a chest un¬ 
der the bed. 

chest freezer /'tJest ,fri:zo/ noun a hori¬ 
zontal freezer with a lid on top 
chestnut /'tJesnAt/ noun 1. i> horse 
chestnut, sweet chestnut (trees) 2. a large 
reddish-brown shiny nut, from a horse chest¬ 
nut or sweet chestnut tree 3. the wood from a 
chestnut tree O a chestnut table 4. a 
red-brown colour O She has beautiful long 
chestnut hair. 5. a red-brown horse O Do you 
know the name of the chestnut that came 
last? 6. an old joke o His speech was just a 
series of not very amusing old chestnuts. 
chest of drawers /.tjest ov 'droiz/ plu¬ 
ral noun a piece of furniture with several 
drawers for clothes 

chevron /'Jevron/ noun 1. a V shape o A 
sign with a white chevron indicates a bend in 
the road. 2. a piece of braid, shaped like a V, 
sewn on the sleeve of a soldier’s uniform to 
show his or her rank O Now that he has been 
promoted he has two gold chevrons on his 
sleeve. 

chew /tju:/ verb to make something soft 
with your teeth O You must chew your meat 
well, or you will get pains in your stomach. O 
The dog was lying in front of the fire chewing 
a bone. 

(D chewing gum /'tjunq gAm/ noun a 
sweet substance which you chew but do not 
swallow 

chew up /,tJu: 'Ap/ verb to ruin something 
by chewing it a lot 

chewy /'tjuii/ adj which must be chewed 
for a long time before swallowing 
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chic /Ji :k/ adj elegant and fashionable o It’s 
very chic these days to have an all white 
sports car. O We took our visitors to a very 
chic restaurant in Mayfair. Synonym styl¬ 
ish. Antonym unfashionable ■ noun ele¬ 
gance O Her special brand of chic is like no 
one else’s. Synonym style 
chick /tjik/ noun a baby bird, especially a 
baby hen 

@ chicken /'tj'ikin/ noun 1. a young hen o 
Chickens were running everywhere in the 
farmyard. (NOTE: The plural is chickens.) 2. 
meat from a hen O We ’re having roast 
chicken for lunch. O Would you like another 
slice of chicken? O We bought some chicken 
sandwiches for lunch. (NOTE: no plural: 
some chicken ; a piece of chicken ; a slice of 
chicken) 

chicken out /.tjikin 'aut/ verb to decide 
not to do something because you are scared 
(slang) 

chickenpox /'tJikin,pDks/ noun an infec¬ 
tious disease of children, with fever and itchy 
red spots (NOTE: The scientific name is 

varicella.) 

chickpea /'tjikpi:/ noun 1. a yellow seed 
eaten mainly in salads 2. the plant that pro¬ 
duces chickpeas 

chicory /'tj'ikori/ noun a vegetable, the 
leaves of which are used for salads, and the 
roots dried and ground to mix with coffee to 
make it bitter 

chide /tjaid/ verb to criticise (literary). 
Synonym reproach. Antonym praise 
(NOTE: chided or chid /t J id/ - has chided 
orchidden) 

@ chief /tJi if/ adj most important o He’s 
the chief planner in the local authority. O 
What is the chief cause of air accidents? Syn¬ 
onym principal ■ noun 1 . a person in charge 
in a group of people or in a business O He’s 
been made the new chief of our department. 
O The fire chief warned that the building was 
dangerous. 2. the leader of a tribe O All the 
chiefs came together at a meeting. 

Chief Constable /tjiif 'kAnst3b(9)l/ 
noun the person in charge of a police force 
Chief Executive /tjiif ig'zekjutiv/ noun 
the main director who runs a company 
Chief Justice /tjiif 'd 3 Astis/ noun US 
the main judge in a court, including the main 
judge in the Supreme Court 
chiefly /'tjiifli/ adv mainly. Synonym 
primarily 

Chief of Staff /.tjiif ov 'staif/ noun 1 . a 
high ranking officer who assists an officer 
who is in command O He was Chief of Staff 
to the general during the battle. 2. the main 
assistant or adviser to someone who has an 
important post O the president’s Chief of 
Staff 


chill 

chieftain /'tjiifton/ noun the leader of a 
tribe 

chiffon /'Jifon/ noun a type of very thin 
light silk material 

chihuahua /tji'waiwo/ noun a breed of 
very small dog 

(D child /tjaild/ noun 1. a young boy or girl 
O There was no TV when my mother was a 
child. O Here is a photograph of the Prime 
Minister as a child. O A group of children 
were playing on the beach. 2. the son or 
daughter O Whose child is that? O How many 
children have they got? O They have six chil¬ 
dren - two boys and four girls. (NOTE: The 
plural is children /'tjildron/.) 
child abuse /'tjaild o.bjuis/ noun bad 
treatment of a child by an adult 
child benefit /tjaild 'bemfit/ noun 
money given by the government to the par¬ 
ents of young children 

childbirth /'tjaildb3:0/ noun the act of 
giving birth to a child 

childcare /'tjaildkeo/ noun the care of 
young children 

<D childhood /'tjaildhud/ noun the time 
when someone is a child. Antonym 

adulthood 

childish /'tjaildij/ adj like a child; silly or 
foolish 

childless /'tjaildlos/ adj with no children 
childlike /'tjaildlaik/ adj innocent like a 
child. Antonym jaded 

childminder /'tjaildmaindo/ noun a per¬ 
son who looks after children in his or her 
own home while the parents are working 
childproof /'tjaildpruif/ adj 1. difficult 
for a child to open or operate 2. made safe for 
children to use ■ verb to make something 
safe for children or hard for them to open or 
operate 

children /'tjildron/ plural of child 
children’s home /'tjildronz houm/ noun 
a home for children whose parents have died 
or for children whose parents are unable to 
look after them 

child’s play /'tjaildz plei/ noun some¬ 
thing which is very easy 
child support /'tjaild so.poit/ noun a 
sum of money paid by a divorced person to 
maintain the normal standard of living of his 
or her children 

(D chill /tj'il/ noun 1. an illness caused by 
cold O You ’ll catch a chill if you don’t wear a 
coat. 2. coldness O The sun came up and 
soon cleared away the morning chill. 3. an 
atmosphere of gloom O The death of the 
bride’s father cast a chill over the wedding. 
■ verb to cool O He asked for a glass of 
chilled orange juice. □ chilled to the bone 
very cold ( informal ) o They were chilled to 
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chitchat 


the bone when they came back from their 
walk over the moors. 

chilli /'tj'ili/ noun a dried seed pod of a type 
of pepper plant, used to make hot sauces 
(NOTE: The US spelling is chili.) 
chilli con carne /,t Jili kDn 'ka:ni/ noun a 
Mexican dish of meat and beans cooked in a 
hot chilli sauce (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
chilly.) 

Chilling /'tJTlir]/ adj frightening. Antonym 

reassuring 

chill out /.tJTl 1 aut/ verb to relax 
chilly /'tj'ili/ adj quite cold (NOTE: chillier 
- chilliest) 

chime /tjaim/ noun the ringing of bells O 
The chimes of Big Ben start the BBC News. 
Synonym clang ■ verb (of bells, doorbells 
or clocks) to ring O The church clock has just 
chimed four. 

chimney /‘tjimni/ noun a tall brick col¬ 
umn for taking smoke away from a fire □ he 
smokes like a chimney he smokes cigarettes 
all the time ( informal) 

chimney stack /'tjimni staek/ noun a tall 
chimney rising above the roof of a factory or 
a house 

chimpanzee /tjimpgen'zi:/, chimp 
/tjimp/ noun a type of African ape 
(D chin /t Jin/ noun the front part of the bot¬ 
tom jaw O She suddenly stood up and hit him 
on the chin. □ to keep your chin up to stay 
confident O Even if everything seems to be 
going wrong, try to keep your chin up! 
china /'tjaino/ noun things such as cups 
and plates made of decorated fine white clay 
(NOTE: no plural) 

(D China /' tjaino/ noun a very large countiy 
in Asia (NOTE: capital: Beijing; people: the 
Chinese; language: Chinese; currency: 
renminbi oryuan) 

(D Chinese /Jjai'niiz/ adj referring to 
China O Her husband is Chinese. O We often 
go to a Chinese restaurant in the evening. ■ 
noun 1 . a person from China o The Chinese 
were not present at the conference. (NOTE: 
The plural is Chinese.) 2. the language spo¬ 
ken in China O She had been taking Chinese 
lessons for some weeks. O The book has been 
translated into Chinese. 

Chink /tjirjk/ noun 1. a very small hole or 
crack O Even a tiny chink in the curtains will 
let light into the darkroom. 2. a little noise of 
pieces of something hard hitting each other O 
The chink of glasses on the waiter’s tray. ■ 
verb to make a little noise o We could hear 
the ice cubes chinking as she carried the tray 
of drinks over to us. 

chinos /'tjiinouz/ plural noun smart but 
casual thick cotton trousers 


chintz /tjints/ noun a thick cotton cloth 
with bright flower patterns, used, e.g., for 
curtains or for covering seats 
(D chip /tj'ip/ noun 1. a long thin piece of 
potato fried in oil O He ordered chicken and 
chips and a glass of beer. 2. US a thin slice 
of potato, fried till crisp and eaten cold as a 
snack O He ordered a beer and a packet of 
chips. (NOTE: The British term is crisp.) 3. a 
small piece of something hard, such as wood 
or stone O Chips of stone flew all over the 
studio as he was carving the statue. 4. □ 
have a chip on your shoulder to feel con¬ 
stantly amioyed because you feel you have 
lost an advantage O He’s got a chip on his 
shoulder because his brother has a better job 
than he has. 5. a piece of plastic or metal 
which represents money in gambling O The 
croupier raked the chips across the board. □ 
when the chips are down when the situation 
is serious and important decisions have to be 
made ( informal ) ■ verb to break a small 
piece off something hard O He banged the 
cup down on the plate and chipped it. (NOTE: 
chipping - chipped) 

chipboard /‘tjipbotd/ noun a thick board 
made of small chips of wood glued together, 
used in carpentry (NOTE: no plural; for one 
piece say a sheet of chipboard, a piece of 
chipboard) 

chip in /.tj'ip 'in/ verb 1. to contribute o 
We all chipped in for the present. 2. to inter¬ 
rupt O My assistant suddenly chipped in with 
a comment. 

chipmunk /'tJ’ipmArjk/ noun a small 
North American animal, like a little striped 
squirrel 

chiropodist /ki'rapodist/ noun a person 
who specialises in looking after feet 
chirp /t J' 3 ip/ noun a sharp short call of birds 
or grasshoppers O Can you hear the chirp of 
the little birds in the nest? ■ verb (of birds or 
grasshoppers) to call o The little chicks 
were chirping in their box. 
chirpy /'tj3:pi/ adj bright and cheerful (in¬ 
formal) . Synonym lively 
chisel /'tJiz(o)l/ noun a metal tool which 
you hit with a hammer to cut small pieces off 
wood or stone O The stone carver tapped the 
chisel very carefully with his hammer. ■ verb 
1. to cut wood or stone with a chisel o We 
watched the sculptor chiselling away at the 
piece of stone. 2. to swindle (old) o He chis¬ 
elled the old lady out of all her savings. 
(NOTE: chiselling - chiselled. The US 
spelling is chiseling - chiseled) 
chit /tjit/ noun a note or small invoice 
(dated) 

chitchat /'tj'ittj'aet/ noun conversations 
about things which are not important (infor¬ 
mal). Synonym chatter 
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chivalrous /'Jivolros/ adj courteous, very 
polite 

chivalry /'Jivolri/ noun politeness or 
courtesy 

chives /tjaivz/ plural noun a herb of which 
the leaves are used to decorate dishes or in 
soups or salads (NOTE: chives has no singu¬ 
lar.) 

chloride /'kbiraid/ noun a compound of 
chlorine and another substance 
chlorinated /'kbirineitid/ adj added to or 
treated with chlorine 

chlorine /'kbiriin/ noun a powerful green¬ 
ish gas, used to sterilise water and to bleach 
things 

chlorofluorocarbon /.kbirou.fluorou- 
'kaibon/ noun full form of CFC 
chlorophyll /'klorofil/ noun the green 
colouring in plants 

choc /tJbk/ noun a chocolate ( informal) 
choc-ice /'tjDk ais/ noun a hard block of 
ice cream covered with chocolate 
chock /tjbk/ noun a small block of wood 
which prevents wheels turning 
chock-a-block /,tJok o 'blok/ adj com¬ 
pletely full ( informal) 

® chocolate /'tjbkbt/ noun 1. a sweet 
brown food made from the crushed seeds of a 
tropical tree O Can I buy a bar of chocolate? 
O Her mother made a chocolate cake. 2. a 
single sweet made from chocolate O There 
are only three chocolates left in the box. O 
Who’s eaten the last chocolate? 3. a drink 
made from chocolate powder and milk O I al¬ 
ways have a cup of hot chocolate before I go 
to bed. 4. a dark brown colour, like chocolate 
O We have a chocolate-coloured carpet in 
the sitting room. (NOTE: no plural, except for 
meaning 2) 

chocolate chip /.tjbkbt 'tjip/ noun a 
small piece of hard chocolate, used in ice 
cream, biscuits or cakes 
® choice /tjbis/ noun 1. the thing which is 
chosen O Paris was our first choice for our 
honeymoon. 2. the act of choosing something 
O You must give the customer time to make 
his or her choice. 3. a range of items to 
choose from O The store has a huge choice of 
furniture. □ I hadn’t any choice, I had no 
choice there was nothing else I could do ■ 
adj (of food) specially selected O choice 
meat o choice peaches. Synonym excellent 
choir /kwaio/ noun 1 . a group of people 
who sing together O He sings in the church 
choir. 2. a part of a church where the choir 
sits O The nave was built in the 12th century, 
and the choir later. 

choke /tjouk/ noun 1 . (in a car) a valve 
which increases the flow of air to the engine 
O This model has an automatic choke. 2. a 
knob on the dashboard which makes this 


valve work O You need to pull out the choke 
to start the car. ■ verb 1 . to block something 
such as a pipe O The canal was choked with 
weeds. 2. to stop breathing properly because 
a piece of food, e.g., is blocking your wind¬ 
pipe O Don’t talk with your mouth full or 
you’ll choke. O He choked on a piece of 
bread or a piece of bread made him choke. 
choked /tjoukt/ adj overcome by emotion 
such as sadness or anger 
cholera /'kobro/ noun a serious bacterial 
disease spread through infected food or water 
(D cholesterol /ko'lestorol/ noun a fatty 
substance found in fats and oils, also pro¬ 
duced by the liver and forming an essential 
part of all cells. Excess amounts can cause 
blocked arteries. 

(S) choose /t J’u:z/ verb 1 . to pick something 
which you like best O Have you chosen what 
you want to eat? O They chose him as team 
leader. O Don’t take too long choosing a 
book to read on holiday. O There were sev¬ 
eral good candidates to choose from. O You 
must give customers plenty of time to choose. 
2. to decide to do one thing when there are 
several things you could do O In the end, they 
chose to go to the cinema, t choice (NOTE: 
choosing - chose /tjbuz/ - has chosen 
/'tjbuz(9)n/) 

choosy /'tjuizi/ adj difficult to please (in¬ 
formal). Synonym particular 
® chop /tjDp/ noun a piece of meat with a 
rib bone attached O We had lamb chops for 
dinner. ■ verb 1 . to cut something into small 
pieces with an axe or knife O He spent the af¬ 
ternoon chopping wood for the fire. 2. □ to 
chop and change to do one thing, then an¬ 
other O He keeps chopping and changing and 
can’t make his mind up. 

(S) chop down /,tjbp 'daun/ verb to cut 
down a tree, e.g., with an axe. Synonym 
shorten 

(S) chop off /,tjbp 'of/ verb to cut some¬ 
thing off, e.g. with an axe or knife 
chopper /'tjbpo/ noun 1. an axe, espe¬ 
cially one for cutting meat O A butcher 
armed with a chopper was cutting up car¬ 
casses. 2. a helicopter O A chopper landed in 
the middle of the motorway to pick up the ac¬ 
cident victims. 

choppy /'tjbpi/ adj (of water) quite rough. 
Antonym calm 

chopsticks /'tjDpstiks/ noun a pair of 
small sticks used in China, Japan, etc., to eat 
food or to stir food when cooking 
chop suey /.tjop 'su:i/ noun a Chinese 
dish of fried meat and bean sprouts 
(J) chop up /,tJop bp/ verb to cut some¬ 
thing roughly into pieces 
choral /'koirol/ adj referring to a choir 
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<S> chord /ko:d/ noun 1. several notes 
played together in harmony O He sat down at 
the piano and played a few chords. 2. a line 
which joins two points on a curve O Draw a 
chord across this circle. (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with cord.) 

chore /tjb:/ noun a piece of routine work, 
especially housework 

choreographer /.kDri'ogrofo/ noun a 
person who works out the steps for a dance 
choreography /.kDri'Dgrofi/ noun the art 
of arranging the steps for a dance 
chorister /'kDristo/ noun a person who 
sings in a church choir. Synonym singer 
chortle /'tjoitl/ verb to chuckle loudly 
<S> chorus /'koiros/ noun 1. a group of peo¬ 
ple who sing together o All the members of 
the chorus were on the stage. 2. a part of a 
song which is repeated later in the song O I’ll 
sing the verses and everyone can join in the 
chorus. (NOTE: The plural is choruses.) ■ 
verb to say something all together o There 
was a knock at the door and they both cho¬ 
rused ‘come in ’. 

chose /tjouz/ past tense of choose 
chosen adj /' tJ‘ouz(9)n/ who or which has 
been selected O Only the chosen few have the 
right to sit at the President’s table. ■ past 
participle of choose 

chowder /'tjaudo/ noun soup made of 
fish, milk and vegetables 
(D Christ /kraist/ noun Jesus Christ, the 
person on whose life and teachings the Chris¬ 
tian religion is based ■ interj used for show¬ 
ing you are annoyed (taboo) o Christ! It’s 
eight o ’clock already and I haven’t started 
cooking dinner. 

christen /'kris(o)n/ verb 1. to give a name 
to a Christian baby in church O She was 
christened Natasha. 2. to give a name to 
something O She was christened the ‘Iron 
Lady’ by the press. 3. to use something for 
the first time O Come and help us christen 
our new set of champagne glasses. 
christening /'kris(3)mg/ noun a cere¬ 
mony in church where a baby is given a name 
(D Christian /'kristjon/ noun a person who 
believes in the teaching of Christ and in 
Christianity O The early Christians were vic¬ 
tims of the Roman emperors. ■ adj referring 
to the religion based on the teachings of Jesus 
Christ O There are several Christian 
churches in the town. O She practises all the 
Christian virtues. 

Christianity /,kristi'aeniti/ noun a religion 
based on the doctrine preached by Jesus 
Christ and followed by Christians ever since 
<S> Christian name /'kristjon neim/ noun 
the special name given to someone as a child 
after birth or at their christening. Synonym 
first name, given name 


chronological 

® Christmas /'krismos/ noun a Christian 
festival on December 25th, the birthday of 
Jesus Christ o Have you opened your Christ¬ 
mas presents yet? □ what did you get for 
Christmas? what presents were you given 
for Christmas? □ Happy Christmas! a way 
of greeting someone on Christmas Day 
Christmas cake /'krismos keik/ noun a 
special fruit cake eaten at Christmas time 
Christmas card /'krismos ka:d/ noun a 
card which is sent to someone at Christmas 
Christmas carol /.krismos 'kasrol/ noun 
a special song sung at Christmas 
Christmas cracker /.krismos 'krasko/ 
noun a colourful paper tube which makes a 
little bang when it is pulled, given at Christ¬ 
mas parties 

Christmas Day /.krismos 'dei/ noun De¬ 
cember 25th, the day on which Christmas is 
celebrated 

<D Christmas Eve /.krismos 'i:v/ noun 1. 
24th December, the day before Christmas 
Day O The office is closed on Christmas Eve. 
2. the evening of the 24th December O a 
Christmas Eve party 

Christmas pudding /.krismos 'pudirj/ 
noun a special pudding eaten at Christmas 
time 

Christmas tree /'krismos tri:/ noun a fir 
tree which is brought into the house at Christ¬ 
mas and decorated with coloured lights and 
ornaments 

chrome /kroum/ noun an alloy of chro¬ 
mium and other metals, used to give a shiny 
silver surface O A 1960s chair with chrome 
legs and a plastic seat. 

chromium /'kroumiom/ noun a metallic 
trace element used to make alloys such as 
steel 

chromosome /'kroumosoum/ noun a 
rod-shaped structure in the nucleus of a cell, 
formed of DNA which carries the genes 
chronic /'kronik/ adj 1. (of illness or pain) 
serious and continuing for a long time O She 
has chronic bronchitis. O Chronic asthma 
sufferers need to use special drugs. Compare 
acute 2. referring to someone who does a 
particular activity, especially a harmful one, 
often o a chronic smoker 3. very bad (infor¬ 
mal) O We have a chronic shortage of skilled 
staff. 

chronicle /'krDmk(3)l/ noun a record of 
things which take place O He wrote a chroni¬ 
cle of the war. ■ verb to write the history of 
events in the order in which they took place 
O He has started interviewing local old peo¬ 
ple to chronicle the history of the village. 
chronological / l krDno'lDd3ik(o)l/ adj □ 
chronological order the arrangement of 
things in order of their dates O Put the in- 
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voices in chronological order. O The battles 
are listed in chronological order. 

chronologically /.krono'lDdsikli/ adv in 
chronological order 

chronology /kro'nDl9d3i/ noun the order 
in which things happened 
chrysalis /'krisolis/ noun an insect when it 
is covered with a hard case as it changes from 
a grub or caterpillar to a butterfly or moth. 
Also called pupa (NOTE: The plural is 
chrysalises.) 

chrysanthemum /kri'samOimom/ noun 
a type of autumn flower with many small 
petals 

chubby /'tJ’Abi/ adj pleasantly fat. Syn¬ 
onym plump (NOTE: chubbier 
chubbiest) 

© chuck /tJAk/ noun a part of a drill which 
holds the bit O He released the chuck and put 
in a bigger bit. Synonym chock ■ verb to 
throw O Chuck me that newspaper, can you? 
O She chucked the book out of the window. 
chuckle /'tjAk(3)l/ noun a quiet laugh o 
We all had a good chuckle over the chair¬ 
man ’s speech. Synonym laughter ■ verb to 
give a quiet laugh O He chuckled when she 
said she wanted a good steady job. 

Chuffed /tJAft/ adj pleased or proud 
chug /tJAg/ verb to make a regular noise 
like an engine (informal). Synonym con¬ 
tinue (NOTE: chugging - chugged) 
chum /tjAm/ noun a friend ( informal) 
chummy /'tJ’Ami/ adj very friendly (infor¬ 
mal) 

chunk /tjArjk/ noun a large thick piece 
chunky /'tjAqki/ adj made of large or thick 
pieces (NOTE: chunkier - chunkiest) 

(2) church /tj3:tj/ noun a building where 
Christians go to pray O We usually go to 
church on Sunday mornings. O The oldest 
building in the village is St Mary’s Church. O 
The times of the church services are given on 
the board outside. (NOTE: The plural is 
churches.) 

churchgoer /'tjsitjgouo/ noun a person 
who goes to church regularly 
churchman /'tjsitjmon/ noun a priest, 
especially in the Anglican Church (NOTE: 
The plural is churchmen.) 

Church of England /'tj3:tj ov 'irjgbnd/ 
noun the Protestant church which is the offi¬ 
cial religion of England, with the Queen as 
its head. Also called Anglican Church. 
Abbr C of E 

churchyard /'tj3:tjja:d/ noun a cemetery 
next to a church. Synonym graveyard 
churlish /'tj3:liJ7 adj unfriendly or 
unhelpful 

churn /tj3in/ noun a large metal container 
for milk O Churns of fresh milk were lined up 
at the farm entrance waiting to be picked up. 


■ verb 1. to turn cream to make butter o Do 
you know of any farm where butter is still 
churned by hand? 2. to buy and sell shares on 
someone’s behalf, in order to earn commis¬ 
sion for yourself O Few small investors real¬ 
ise how much money they lose through 
churning. 

churn out /,tj3:n 'aut/ verb to produce 
something in a series 

chute /fu:t/ noun 1. a slide into water in a 
swimming pool O The kids screamed as they 
slid down the chute into the pool. 2. a slide 
for sending things down to a lower level O 
The parcels are wrapped and labelled and 
then sent down a chute to where the delivery 
vans are waiting. 

chutney /'tjAtni/ noun a highly-flavoured 
sauce usually made with tomatoes, onions, 
vinegar and spices 

cider /'saido/ noun an alcoholic drink made 
from fermented apple juice 
cigar /si'ga:/ noun a tight roll of dried to¬ 
bacco leaves which you can light and smoke 
(D cigarette /.sigo'ret/ noun chopped dried 
tobacco rolled in very thin paper which you 
can light and smoke O A packet or pack of 
cigarettes. O The room was full of cigarette 
smoke. 

cigarette holder /.sigo'ret .houldo/ noun 
a plastic or metal holder into which you put 
cigarettes to smoke 

Ciggy /'sigi/ abbr cigarette (informal) 
cinch /sintj/ noun something which is very 
easy to do (informal) 

cine-camera /'sini ,kcem(9)r9/ noun a 
camera for making moving films 
(D cinema /'sinimo/ noun 1. a building 
where you go to watch films O We went to 
the cinema on Friday night. □ what’s on at 
the cinema this week? which film is being 
shown at the cinema this week? 2. the art of 
making moving pictures O He has written 
books about the French cinema of the 1960s. 
cinematic /.smi'mastik/ adj referring to 
films and the cinema 

cinematography /.simmo'tDgrofi/ noun 
the art or practice of making films 
cinnamon /'sinomon/ noun a spice made 
from the inner bark of a tropical tree 
cipher /'saifo/ noun 1 . a code, or secret lan¬ 
guage for sending messages O They sent the 
message in cipher. 2. a monogram, the ini¬ 
tials of a name linked together in an attractive 
way O The cipher H+A (for Heniy and Anne) 
is used as decoration in parts of Hampton 
Court Palace. 

circa /'s3iko/ prep about (formal ; used of 
dates) (NOTE: usually written ca.) 

(D circle /'s3:k(o)l/ noun 1. a line forming a 
round shape O He drew a circle on the black¬ 
board. 2. anything forming a round shape O 
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The children sat in a circle round the 
teacher. O The soldiers formed a circle round 
the prisoner. 3. a group of people or a society 
O She went to live abroad and lost contact 
with her old circle of friends. O He moves in 
the highest government circles. 4. a row of 
seats above the stalls in a theatre O We got 
tickets for the upper circle. ■ verb to make 
circular movements O Vultures were circling 
above the dead antelope. Synonym encircle 
<S> circuit /'s3ikit/ noun 1. a trip around 
something O His first circuit of the track was 
very slow. 2. a path of electricity O He’s de¬ 
signed a circuit for a burglar alarm. 
circuit board /'s3:kit boid/ noun a board 
composed of a printed circuit 
circuit breaker /'s3ikit .breiko/ noun a 
safety device in an electrical circuit 
circuitous /s3i'kju:it9s/ adj □ circuitous 
route a way which takes much longer than 
usual O The taxi took me on some circuitous 
route through the East End. 

<D circular /'s3:kjulo/ adj round in shape o 
a circular table Synonym spherical ■ noun 
a publicity leaflet O The restaurant sent 
round a circular offering a 10% discount. 

(D circulate /'s3:kjuleit/ verb 1. to send 
something round to various people O They 
circulated a new list of prices to all their cus¬ 
tomers. 2. to move round O Blood circulates 
round the body. O Waiters circulated round 
the room carrying trays of drinks. 3. to talk 
to different people at a party O Let’s talk 
later - I’ve got to circulate. 

@ circulation /.ssikju'leiJXojn/ noun 1. 
the act of circulating O The circulation of the 
new price list to all departments will take 
several days. □ banknotes which are in cir¬ 
culation banknotes which have been issued 
and are in use 2. the movement of blood 
around the body O Rub your hands together 
to get the circulation going. O He has poor 
circulation. 3. the number of copies of a 
magazine or newspaper which are sold O The 
new editor hopes to increase the circulation. 
circumcise /'s3:komsaiz/ verb to remove 
the foreskin from a boy's or man’s penis 
circumcision / l s3:k9m l si3(o)n/ noun the 
act of removing the foreskin from a boy’s or 
man’s penis 

circumference /so'kAmf^rons/ noun 
the distance round the outside edge of a cir¬ 
cle. Synonym perimeter 
circumflex /'saikomfleks/ noun an accent 
like an upside down ‘v’ placed over certain 
vowels 

circumnavigate /.ssikom'naevigeit/ 
verb to sail round the world 

circumnavigation /.saikomnaevi- 
■geij(3)n/ noun the act of sailing round the 
world 


circumscribe /'s3ikomskraib/ verb to set 
limits to something (formal). Synonym limit 
circumspect /'ssikomspekt/ adj very 
careful. Synonym cautious. Antonym 
reckless 

circumstance /'saikomstons/ noun 1. a 
fact or condition that affects a situation 2. 
events beyond someone’s control 
circumstantial /.ssikom'staenjol/ adj 
giving details of circumstances □ circum¬ 
stantial evidence evidence which suggests 
something but does not offer firm proof 
circumvent ^ssikom'vent/ verb to avoid 
something 

circus /'s3:kos/ noun 1. a travelling show, 
often given under a large tent, with animals, 
clowns and other performers O We went to 
the circus last night. O The circus is coming 
to town for the bank holiday weekend. 2. a 
busy road junction in the centre of a large 
town O Oxford Circus is where Oxford Street 
crosses Regent Street. (NOTE: The plural is 
circuses.) 

cirrus /'siros/ noun a small very high fleecy 
cloud 

cistern /'siston/ noun a large tank for 
water 

citadel /'sit3d(o)l/ noun 1. a fort guarding 
a town O There is a magnificent view over 
the harbour from the ramparts of the citadel. 
2. a place where something is kept safely O 
Rome is renowned as the citadel of 
Catholicism. 

citation /sai'teif(3)n/ noun 1. words used 
in giving someone an award or honour, ex¬ 
plaining why the award is being made O He 
received a posthumous citation for bravery. 
2. a quotation from a text O The citation co¬ 
mes from a medical journal. 3. an official re¬ 
quest asking someone to appear in court O 
He received a citation to appear before the 
court on May 10th. 

cite /salt/ verb 1. to quote a reference or a 
person as proof O She cited several passages 
from his latest book. 2. to call someone to ap¬ 
pear in court O He was cited to appear before 
the magistrates. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
sight, site.) 

(D citizen /'sitiz(o)n/ noun 1. a person who 
comes from a certain country or has the same 
right to live there as someone who was bom 
there O All Australian citizens have a duty to 
vote. O He was born in Germany, but is now 
a British citizen. 2. a person who lives in a 
certain city O The citizens of London com¬ 
plained about their taxes. 

® citizenship /'sitiz(o)nJip/ noun the 
state of being a citizen 

citrus fruit /'sitros fruit/ noun an edible 
fruit such as an orange, lemon, grapefruit or 
lime 
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® city /'siti/ noun a large town, originally 
created by charter, often with a cathedral O 
Walking around the hot city streets can he 
very exhausting. O Which is the largest city 
in Germany? O Traffic is a problem in big 
cities. 

City /'siti/ noun the main financial district 
in London O He works in the City. 
city centre /.siti 'sento/ noun the central 
part of a town (NOTE: The US term is down¬ 
town.) 

civic /'sivik/ adj referring to a city. Syn¬ 
onym public 

civic centre /,sivik 'sento/ noun a build¬ 
ing with social and sports facilities for a town 
(D Civil /'siv(3)l/ adj 1. belonging to the gen¬ 
eral public and not to the armed forces O He 
left the air force and became a civil airline 
pilot. 2. referring to ordinary people O There 
have been civil disturbances in the provinces 
again today. 3. polite O She wasn’t very civil 
to the policeman. □ please keep a civil 
tongue in your head please be polite 
civil action /,siv(9)l 'aekjon/ noun a court 
action brought by one citizen against another, 
as opposed to a criminal action 
civil aviation /,siv(3)l .eivi'eij^n/ noun 
the practice of flying commercial or passen¬ 
ger planes, not war planes 
civil engineer /,siv(3)l end 3 i'nio/ noun a 
person who designs and manages the build¬ 
ing of things such as roads, bridges and 
railways 

civil engineering /,siv(»l end3i'ni3rir)/ 
noun the science of building, especially of 
roads, bridges and railways (NOTE: no plural) 
civilian /so'vilion/ adj not in the armed 
forces O Both the military and civilian per¬ 
sonnel will be involved. O The civilian popu¬ 
lation was advised to take shelter in their 
cellars. ■ noun an ordinary citizen who is 
not in the armed forces O It is certain that or¬ 
dinary civilians will be affected by the war. O 
Many civilians were killed in the air raids. 
Antonym martial 

(D civilisation /^ivilai'zei^o)^, civiliza¬ 
tion noun a civilised society or civilised way 
of organising society 

civilise /'sivilaiz/, civilize verb 1. to edu¬ 
cate people to a higher level of society o 
Missionaries went out with the idea that they 
would civilise local tribes. 2. to make some¬ 
one less rude or less uncouth O Their new life 
civilised them a little. 

civilised /'sivilaizd/, civilized adj 1. or¬ 
ganised to a high level of social behaviour O 
How can a civilised nation carry out such 
barbarous punishments. 2. pleasant and po¬ 
lite O We had a very civilised evening, chat¬ 
ting over a good meal. O Try to greet my 


parents in a civilised manner if you can. O 
It’s so good to be in civilised company again. 
civility /si'viliti/ noun polite behaviour. 
Synonym politeness. Antonym rudeness 
(NOTE: The plural is civilities.) 
civil law /,siv(o)l 'loi/ noun laws relating to 
people’s rights 

civil liberties /,siv(3)l 'libotiz / plural 
noun the rights of ordinary people to act 
freely within the law O a campaign to extend 
civil liberties O Security cameras on build¬ 
ings can be seen as an infringement of civil 
liberties. (NOTE: Liberty of the press and lib¬ 
erty of the individual are examples of civil 
liberties.) 

civil rights /,siv(o)l 'raits/ plural noun 
rights of an ordinary citizen O She cam¬ 
paigned for civil rights in the 1980s. 

(D civil servant /,siv(o)l 's3:vont/ noun a 
person who works in a government 
department 

® civil service /,siv(3)l 's3ivis/ noun an 
organisation and the staff who administer a 
country 

(D civil war /,siv(9)l 'wo:/ noun a war be¬ 
tween citizens inside a country 
COMMENT: The English Civil War, from 
around 1642 to 1651, was fought between 
supporters of the King (Charles I) and the 
supporters of Parliament, one of whose 
leaders was Oliver Cromwell. The king was 
captured, tried and executed in 1649, and 
Cromwell took the title of Lord Protector. The 
members of the King’s party were called 
Cavaliers, and the supporters of the Parlia¬ 
ment were called Roundheads because they 
wore their hair cut short. The American Civil 
war of 1861 to 1865 was fought when eleven 
Southern states seceded from the Union (i.e. 
from the United States) and fought against 
the North under President Lincoln. 

CJ D abbr Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 
clad /klaed 1 adj 1. dressed in a particular 
way O a group of leather-clad dancers O The 
soldiers were clad in winter greatcoats. 2. 
covered O the snow-clad fields O a white 
stucco-clad house 

(J) claim /kleim/ noun 1. asking for money 
O His claim for a pay increase was turned 
down. 2. a statement of something which you 
believe to be true but have no proof o His 
claim that the car belonged to him was cor¬ 
rect. Synonym assertion 3. a demand for 
money against an insurance policy O After 
the floods, insurance companies received 
hundreds of claims. □ to put in or submit a 
claim to ask the insurance company offi¬ 
cially to pay damages O I put in a claim for 
repairs to the car. O She submitted a claim 
for £250,000 damages against the driver of 
the other car. ■ verb 1. to demand something 
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as a right O Steel workers have claimed huge 
pay rises. O If they charged you too much you 
must claim a refund. 2. to state, but without 
any proof O He claims he never received the 
letter. O She claims that the car belongs to 
her. 3. to say you own something which has 
been left behind or lost O No one has claimed 
the umbrella found in my office, so I am go¬ 
ing to keep it. 

d> claimant /'kleimont/ noun 1 . a person 
who claims something O Benefit claimants 
will be paid late because of the bank holiday. 
2. a person who starts a legal action against 
someone in the civil courts O She’s the 
claimant in a libel action. O The court de¬ 
cided in favour of the claimant. (NOTE: The 
former term was plaintiff. The other party in 
an action is the defendant.) 
d> claim back /.kleim 'baek/ verb to claim 
something which you owned before 
clairvoyant /kleo'voiont/ noun a person 
who says he or she can see in his or her mind 
things which are happening elsewhere or can 
foretell the future. Synonym psychic 
clam /klaem/ noun a large shellfish found in 
sand, which is dug out with a spade 
clamber /'klasmbo/ verb to climb with 
difficulty 

clammy /'klaemi/ adj damp and cold 
(NOTE: clammier - clammiest) 

clamour /'klaems/ noun 1 . noise such as 
shouting O The clamour of the crowd at the 
rugby ground could be heard for miles 
around. 2. a loud demand O a clamour for 
democratic elections ■ verb to shout or to 
demand loudly O People are clamouring for 
tickets. O The crowd clamoured to see the 
manager. (NOTE: [all verb senses] The US 
spelling is clamor.) 

clamp /klasmp/ noun a device that holds 
something tightly together ■ verb 1 . to hold 
something tight with a clamp O He spread 
glue over the two pieces of wood and then 
clamped them together. 2. to prevent an ille¬ 
gally parked car from moving by attaching a 
clamp to one wheel O I parked on a double 
yellow line and was clamped. 
clampdown /'kkempdaun/ noun a severe 
action to stop something from happening (in¬ 
formal). Synonym restriction 
clam up /.klcem 'Ap/ verb to refuse to talk 
(informal) (NOTE: clamming - clammed) 
clan /klasn/ noun a family tribe, especially 
in Scotland 

clandestine /klaen'destin/ adj secret, 
undercover 

clang /klaer)/ noun a loud noise of metal 
ringing O Can you hear the clang of the 
bells? ■ verb to make a loud ringing noise o 
We were woken up by the bells clanging in 
the churches round us. Synonym clank 


clank /klaerjk/ noun a noise of metal hitting 
metal O You could hear the clank of chains 
as the prisoners came into the court. Syn¬ 
onym clang ■ verb to make a noise of metal 
hitting other metal 

clansman /'klasnzmon/, clanswoman 

/'klaenzwumon/ noun a member of a clan 
(NOTE: The plural is clansmen, clans¬ 
women.) 

clap /klasp/ verb 1 . to beat your hands to¬ 
gether to show you are pleased O At the end 
of her speech the audience stood up and 
clapped. O He clapped his hands together in 
delight. 2. □ to clap someone into jail to put 
someone in jail O He was arrested and 
clapped into jail. ■ noun 1. the action of 
beating your hands together O He did very 
well - give him a big clap, everyone. 2. □ 
clap of thunder a sudden loud noise made 
by thunder O A thunderclap woke us up. O 
We were woken by a sudden clap of thunder. 
clapped out /.klaspt 'aut/ adj worn out or 
broken down ( informal) 
claret /'klaerot/ noun a red wine from 
Bordeaux 

clarification /.klaerifi'keiJXojn/ noun the 
act of making something clear. Synonym 

explanation 

<D clarify /'klaerifai/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing clear O We will have to clarify the situ¬ 
ation before taking any further decisions. 2. 
to heat something, especially butter, until it 
becomes transparent O Pour clarified butter 
over the vegetables. 

clarinet /.klaeri'net/ noun a wind instru¬ 
ment in the woodwind group 
<D clarity /'klaeriti/ noun clearness. Ant¬ 
onym ambiguity (NOTE: no plural) 
clash /klaeJV noun 1. a loud noise of metal 
things hitting each other O She heard a loud 
clash like two saucepans being banged to¬ 
gether. 2. a battle or an argument O There 
were clashes outside the football ground be¬ 
tween supporters of the two teams. O We are 
getting reports of clashes between govern¬ 
ment forces and rebel groups. 3. the shock of 
two colours seen close together o If you wear 
red tights with an orange dress there will be 
a colour clash. (NOTE: The plural is 
clashes.) ■ verb 1. to bang things together 
making a loud noise O She has to clash the 
cymbals at the end of the piece of music. 2. to 
argue violently O She clashed with her 
mother about wearing a ring in her nose. O 
The opposition deputies clashed with the 
government during the debate. 3. to fight O 
Rioting fans clashed with the police. 4. to 
happen at the same time as something else O 
The party clashes with a meeting I have to go 
to. O Unfortunately, the two meetings clash, 
so I’ll have to miss one. 5. (of colours) to 
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shock when put side by side O That bright 
pink tie clashes with your green shirt. 

@ clasp /klaisp/ noun 1. a device for hold¬ 
ing something shut O My handbag won't 
close properly - the clasp is broken. 2. a 
piece of women’s jewellery worn fastened to 
clothes O Her shawl was attached with a sil¬ 
ver clasp. 3. the act of holding something in 
your hand O I could feel the firm clasp of his 
hand on my shoulder. ■ verb to hold some¬ 
thing tight O The child clasped his hand anx¬ 
iously. Synonym grasp 
® Class /klais/ noun 1. a group of children 
or adults who go to school or college together 
O There are 30 children in my son's class. 2. 
a group of people who were at the same 
school or college at the same time in the past 
O She’s organising a reunion for the class of 
'76. 3. a lesson 4. people of the same group 
in society O People from different social 
classes mixed at the reception. 5. a certain 
level of quality O Always buy the best class 
of product. O These peaches are Class 1.6. 
the quality of seats or service on a plane or 
train □ first class the best quality and most 
expensive option O If you travel first class on 
the train to France, you get free drinks. 
class act /,kla:s 'aekt/ noun a person or 
thing considered to be an example of 
excellence 

Class A drug /,kla:s ei 'di*Ag/ noun an il¬ 
legal drug such as heroin, which is consid¬ 
ered to be one of the strongest and most 
dangerous drugs 

<D classic /'klaesik/ noun a great book, play 
or piece of music O ‘The Maltese Falcon ’ is 
a Hollywood classic. O We have to study sev¬ 
eral classics of English literature for our 
course. ■ adj 1. (of a style) elegant and tradi¬ 
tional O The classic little black dress is al¬ 
ways in fashion. O The style of the shopfront 
is classic, simple and elegant. 2. based on 
Ancient Greek or Roman architecture O The 
British Museum is built in classic Greek 
style. 3. typical O It was a classic example of 
his inability to take decisions. 

<D classical /'kkesik(3)l/ adj 1. elegant and 
based on the Ancient Greek or Roman style 
O a classical eighteenth century villa 2. re¬ 
ferring to Ancient Greece and Rome O clas¬ 
sical Greek literature 3. referring to 
traditional, serious music O a concert of clas¬ 
sical music 

classical music /,kl£esik(o)l 'mjuizik/ 
noun European music such as that written by 
Mozart or Bach, based on specific structures 
Classics /'klaesiks/ plural noun the study 
of the languages, literature and philosophy of 
Ancient Greece and Rome O She studied 
Classics at Oxford. O He has a Classics de¬ 
gree from Edinburgh. 


clay 

classification /.klsesifi'keiJXojn/ noun a 
way of arranging things into categories 
(D classified /'klaesifaid/ adj 1. which has 
been put into a category 2. secret 
classified ad /.klaesifaid 'aed/, classified 
advertisement /.klaesifaid od'vsitismont/ 
noun an advertisement listed in a newspaper 
under special headings such as ‘property for 
sale’ or ‘jobs wanted’ 

<D classify /'klaesifai/ verb to arrange 
things into groups. Synonym categorise 
classless /'klaisbs/ adj with no division 
into social classes. Synonym egalitarian 
classmate /'kla:smeit/ noun a person 
who is or was in the same class as you at 
school or college 

<D Classroom /'klaisruim/ noun a room in 
a school where children are taught O When 
the teacher came into the classroom all the 
children were shouting. 
classy /'klaisi/ adj stylish and expensive- 
looking (informal). Synonym chic (NOTE: 
classier - classiest) 

clatter /'klaeto/ noun a noise of things hit¬ 
ting together O The clatter from the kitchen 
can be heard in the restaurant. O There’s a 
constant clatter of machines in the workshop. 
Synonym clang ■ verb to make a loud, 
harsh noise O The wooden cart clattered 
across the square. Synonym rattle 
(D clause /kb:z/ noun 1. a paragraph in a 
treaty or legal document O According to 
clause six, payments will not be due until 
next year. 2. a part of a sentence O The sen¬ 
tence has two clauses, separated by the con¬ 
junction ‘and’. 

claustrophobia /.kbistro'foubb/ noun a 
fear of being shut inside a closed place 
claustrophobic /.kbistro'foubik/ adj 
feeling or causing claustrophobia 
clavicle /'klcevik(o)l/ noun the collarbone, 
one of two long thin bones joining the shoul¬ 
ders to the breastbone 

claw /kb:/ noun 1. a nail on the foot of an 
animal or bird O The dog dug a hole with its 
claws. 2. an ann of a crab or lobster, with 
pincers O 1 got a nasty nip from the lobster's 
claws. ■ verb to scratch or pull someone or 
something with claws O The keeper was 
clawed by the tiger and had to have stitches 
in his arm. O The cat has clawed the leg of 
the kitchen table. Synonym scrape □ to 
claw your way up to go up with great diffi¬ 
culty O She clawed her way up the promotion 
ladder. 

@ Clay /klei/ noun 1. a stiff soil found in 
river valleys O The soil in our garden has a 
lot of clay in it. 2. a stiff soil used for making 
bricks or china O The potter threw a lump of 
clay onto his wheel and started to make a 
pot. 
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<D Clean /kliin/ adj 1. not dirty o Wipe your 
glasses with a clean handkerchief. O The 
bedrooms must be spotlessly clean. O Tell the 
waitress these cups aren’t clean. O The maid 
forgot to put clean towels in the bathroom. □ 
to come clean to confess to, e.g. a crime ( in¬ 
formal ) O He came clean and owned up to 
stealing the watch. 2. not used O Take a 
clean sheet of paper. 3. with no record of of¬ 
fences O Candidates should hold a clean 
driving licence. 4. fair, according to the rules 
O We played a good clean game of football. 
(NOTE: cleaner - cleanest) ■ verb to make 
something clean, by taking away dirt O Re¬ 
member to clean your teeth every morning. O 
She was cleaning the kitchen when the tele¬ 
phone rang. O He cleans his car every Satur¬ 
day morning. Antonym soil ■ adv 
completely O I clean forgot to send the letter. 
■ noun the action of cleaning o The restau¬ 
rant kitchen needs a good clean. 
clean-cut adv having a clear outline o a 
clean-cut photograph ■ adj neat and tidy O a 
man in a clean-cut suit 
(D cleaner /'kliino/ noun 1. a machine 
which removes dirt 2. a substance which re¬ 
moves dirt O This new oven cleaner doesn’t 
get rid of the worst stains. 3. a person who 
cleans e.g. a house or an office O The clean¬ 
ers didn’t empty my wastepaper basket. 

(D cleaning /'kliinirj/ noun 1. the action of 
making something clean O Cleaning the 
house after the party took hours. 2. clothes 
which are ready to be sent for dry-cleaning or 
which have been returned after dry-cleaning 
O She ran through the rain to her car with an 
armful of cleaning. Also called dry-cleaning 
cleanly /'kliinli/ adv in a clean way 
clean out /,kliin 'aut/ verb to make some¬ 
thing empty and clean ( informal) 
cleanse /klenz/ verb to make something 
very clean. Synonym rinse. Antonym soil 
cleanser /'klenzo/ noun a substance which 
removes dirt, especially from the face 
clean-shaven /,kliin 'J‘eiv(o)n/ adj with 
no beard or moustache. Antonym bearded 
<D clean up /.kliin 'Ap/ verb 1. to make ev¬ 
erything clean and tidy, e.g. after a party O It 
took us three hours to clean up after her 
birthday party. 2. to remove corruption from 
a place O The police are going to have a hard 
job cleaning up this town. 3. to make a lot of 
money O He cleaned up at the races. O In no 
time he’d cleaned up £50,000. 
clean-up /'kliin Ap/ noun the act of mak¬ 
ing something clean 

<D Clear /klio/ adj 1. with nothing in the way 
O You can cross the road - it’s clear now. O 
From the window, she had a clear view of the 
street. 2. with no clouds or mist O a clear 
blue sky O On a clear day, you can see the 
other side of the lake. 3. easily understood O 


clearly 

She made it clear that she wanted us to go. O 
The instructions on the computer screen are 
not very clear. O Will you give me a clear an¬ 
swer-yes or no? 4. which is not covered and 
which you can easily see through O a clear 
glass window 5. (of a period of time) com¬ 
plete O It will take a clear week to process 
the information. □ three clear days three 
whole working days O Allow three clear days 
for the cheque to be paid into the bank. ■ 
verb 1 . to remove something which is in the 
way O Snowploughs cleared the railway line 
of snow or cleared the snow from the railway 
line. O We’ll get a plumber to clear the 
blocked pipe in the bathroom. □ to clear the 
table to take away things such as knives, 
forks and plates after a meal □ to clear your 
throat to cough slightly to get your voice 
ready for speaking 2. □ to clear a cheque to 
pass a cheque through the banking system, so 
that the money is transferred from one ac¬ 
count to another O The cheque took ten days 
to clear or the bank took ten days to clear the 
cheque. 3. to sell cheaply in order to get rid 
of stock O ‘demonstration models to clear ’ O 
If we reduce the price we ’ll clear the stock in 
no time. 4. (of a court) to find that someone 
is not guilty O The court cleared him of all 
the charges. 5. to go over the top of some¬ 
thing without touching it O She cleared 1.3m 
in the high jump. ■ adv not close O Stand 
clear of the doors, please. O I would advise 
you to stay clear of that dog. 
clearance /'kliorons/ noun 1 . the act of re¬ 
moving obstacles such as trees or old build¬ 
ings from land O The clearance of the slums 
from the town centre will make land avail¬ 
able for building. O The government has in¬ 
troduced a programme of slum clearance. 2 . 
space for something to pass through O The 
lorry can get through the entrance with about 
twenty centimetres clearance on either side. 
3. permission to do something O The control 
tower gave the plane clearance to land. 
(NOTE: no plural) 

clearance sale /'kliorons seil/ noun a 
sale of items at low prices to get rid of the 
stock 

clear away /,klior o'wei/ verb to take 
something away completely 
clear-cut /.klio 'kAt/ adj definite or dis¬ 
tinct. Synonym precise. Antonym ambi¬ 
guous 

clearing /'kliorir)/ noun 1 . the act of re¬ 
moving obstacles O We don’t want the public 
to interfere with the clearing of the wreckage 
from the railway track. 2. an area in a wood 
where the trees have been cut down O They 
set up camp in a clearing in the middle of the 
forest. 

(D clearly /'klioli/ adv 1. in a way which is 
easily understood or heard O He didn’t speak 
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clearly, and I couldn’t catch the address he 
gave. 2. obviously O He clearly didn ’t like 
being told he was too fat. 
clear off /.klior 'Df/ verb to go away (infor¬ 
mal) 

clear out /.klior 'aut/ verb 1. to empty 
something completely O Can you clear out 
your bedroom cupboard? 2. to go away (in¬ 
formal) O Clear out! I don’t want you here. 
clear-sighted /.klio 'saitid/ adj able to 
think clearly and understand a problem. Syn¬ 
onym perceptive. Antonym confused 
(D clear up /,kli9r 'Ap/ verb 1. to tidy and 
clean a place completely O The cleaners re¬ 
fused to clear up the mess after the office 
party. 2. to solve a problem O In the end, we 
cleared up the mystery of the missing com¬ 
puter disk. 3. (of weather) to improve o / 
hope the weather clears up because we’re 
going on holiday tomorrow. 4. (of an illness) 
to get better O He has been resting, but his 
cold still hasn’t cleared up. 
clear-up /'klior Ap/ noun the action of 
clearing up 

cleavage /'kli:vid 3 / noun 1. the space be¬ 
tween the breasts, especially if it can be seen 
with a low-cut dress O All the ladies were 
dressed in black and there was not a cleav¬ 
age in sight. 2. a split, or difference of opin¬ 
ion O The cleavage between the two groups 
became more and more apparent. 
clef /kief/ noun a sign at the beginning of a 
written piece of music which shows how 
high the range of notes is 
Cleft /kleft/ noun a crack in a rock o Small 
plants were growing in clefts in the rocks. 
Synonym fissure ■ adj split □ in a cleft 
stick in an awkward situation 
clemency /'klemonsi/ noun forgiveness 
shown to someone who has done something 
wrong 

clementine /'klemontiin/ noun a small 
sweet orange with a skin which is easily 
removed 

clench /klentJV verb to close tightly. Syn¬ 
onym compress □ through clenched teeth 
with your teeth closed tight together O He 
muttered ‘I’m sorry' through clenched teeth. 
(D clergy /'kl3id3i/ plural noun priests. Syn¬ 
onym priesthood 

clergyman /'kl3:d3imon/ noun a priest or 
minister, especially of the Anglican Church 
(NOTE: The plural is clergymen. They are 
usually referred to by the title Reverend.) 
cleric /'klerik/ noun a priest or other 
clergyman 

clerical /'klerik(3)l/ adj 1. referring to of¬ 
fice work O A clerical error made the invoice 
£300.00 when it should have been £3000.00. 
O He’s looking for part-time clerical work. 2. 


referring to clergy O The newspaper story 
has been talked about in clerical circles. 
clerk /klaik/ noun a person who works in 
an office 

(D clever /'klevo/ adj intelligent, able to 
learn quickly O He’s the cleverest person in 
the family. O She’s very clever with money. O 
He is very clever at spotting bargains. □ he’s 
clever with his hands he’s good at making 
things with his hands 
cleverly /'klevoli/ adv in a clever way 
cleverness /'klevonos/ noun being clever. 
Synonym skill 

cliche /'kliijei/ noun a saying or phrase 
which is too frequently used 
(D click /klik/ noun 1. a short sharp sound o 
She heard a click and saw the doorknob turn. 
2. the act of pressing a key on a computer 
keyboard or a mouse button ■ verb 1. to 
make a short sharp sound O The cameras 
clicked as she came out of the church. O He 
clicked his fingers to attract the waiter’s at¬ 
tention. 2. to become clear and easily under¬ 
stood □ suddenly everything clicked 
suddenly it all became clear 3. to quickly 
press the button on a mouse to start a com¬ 
puter function O The pull-down menu is dis¬ 
played by clicking on the menu bar at the top 
of the screen. O Click twice to start the 
program. 

(D client /'klaiont/ noun a person to whom 
you give a service. Synonym customer 
clientele /kliion'tel/ noun all the custom¬ 
ers of a shop or business 
cliff /klif/ noun a high rock face, usually by 
the sea. Synonym precipice 
cliffhanger /'klifhasrp/ noun 1. an ending 
to a part of a story which makes you want to 
know what happens next 2. a situation in 
which people are tense because they do not 
know what will happen next 
climactic /klai'masktik/ adj referring to a 
climax 

(D climate /'klaimot/ noun 1. the general 
weather conditions in a certain place O The 
climate in the south of the country is milder 
than in the north. 2. a situation with certain 
features O The current economic climate 
makes an interest rate rise very likely. O She 
wants to change jobs — she thinks she could 
do with a change of climate. 
climatic /klai'mastik/ adj referring to 
climate 

climax /'klaimasks/ noun the most impor¬ 
tant and exciting point. Synonym peak 
(NOTE: The plural is climaxes.) 

(D Climb /klaim/ noun the act of going up o 
It’s a steep climb to the top of the hill. ■ verb 
1. to go up or down something using arms 
and legs O The cat climbed up the apple tree. 
O The burglars climbed over the wall. O He 
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escaped by climbing out of the window. 2. to 
go up O The road climbs up to 500m above 
sea level. 3. to go up mountains as a sport O 
When you have climbed Everest, there is no 
higher mountain left to climb. O He goes 
climbing every weekend. 

<D climb down /.klaim 'daun / verb 1. to 
come down, e.g. a mountain or a ladder O He 
climbed down from the roof. O The firemen 
helped the hotel guests climb down the lad¬ 
der. 2. not to do what you had previously in¬ 
sisted on doing O In the end, the government 
had to climb down and admit that a mistake 
had been made. 

climber /'klaimo/ noun 1. a person who 
climbs mountains O The climbers roped 
themselves together and set off up the slope. 
2. a plant which climbs O We need a colour¬ 
ful climber to cover that wall. 
climbing /'klaimig/ noun the sport of 
climbing mountains O Climbing is not a 
sport for young children. O We had a climb¬ 
ing holiday last Easter. O She brought her 
climbing equipment with her. 
climbing frame /'klaimig freim/ noun a 
framework of wooden bars and platforms for 
children to climb on 

© clinch /klintj/ noun 1. a position where 
two people hold each other tightly O He 
found his girlfriend in a clinch with another 
man. 2. (in boxing) a position where both 
boxers hold on to each other o The referee 
tried to separate the two boxers who were in 
a tight clinch. (NOTE: The plural is 
clinches.) ■ verb 1. (in boxing) to hold each 
other tight O The referee tried to stop the two 
boxers clinching. 2. to complete a deal O He 
offered an extra 5% to clinch the deal. 
cling /klir)/ verb □ to cling onto something 
to hold on tight to something O She survived 
by clinging onto a piece of wood. O He clung 
tightly to his mother’s arm. 
clingfilm /'klirjfilm/ noun a thin transpar¬ 
ent plastic sheet for covering food 
clingy /'kligi/ adj 1. emotionally dependent 
on someone 2. (of clothes) very tight 
© clinic /'klinik/ noun a specialised medi¬ 
cal centre or hospital 

© clinical /'klimk(9)l/ adj 1. medical 2. □ 
to look at things in a clinical way to look at 
something objectively, without any emotions 
clinician /kli'mj(9)n/ noun a doctor, usu¬ 
ally not a surgeon, who has great experience 
in treating patients 

clink /klirjk/ noun 1. a noise of glasses or 
metal objects hitting each other 2. a prison ■ 
verb to make a little noise, like pieces of 
metal hitting each other. Synonym clank □ 
to clink glasses to touch your glass against 
someone else’s glass, to wish each other 
good luck or good health 


clip /klip/ noun 1. especially US a piece of 
jewellery which clips onto your clothes O He 
wore a gold clip on his tie. O She has a dia¬ 
mond clip on her dress. 2. a short piece of 
film O Here is a clip of the president getting 
into the car. 3. □ a clip round the ear a 
smack on the side of the head ( informal) o 
Stop that noise or you ’ll get a clip round the 
ear. ■ verb 1 . to attach things together with a 
clip O She clipped the invoice and the cheque 
together and put them in an envelope. O 
These earrings are made to clip onto your 
ears. 2. to cut something with scissors O The 
dog has its fur clipped once a month. O He 
carefully clipped the article out of the news¬ 
paper. 3. to hit slightly O The wing of the 
plane clipped the top of the tree before it 
crashed. (NOTE: clipping - clipped) 
clipboard /'klipboid/ noun a stiff board 
with a clip at the top so that a piece of paper 
can be attached to it to allow you to write on 
it easily 

clipped /klipt/ adj 1. short and neat o He 
has a neatly clipped beard. O I was admiring 
your freshly clipped hedge. 2. □ clipped 
voice a way of speaking using short sharp 
sounds O He spoke the famous speech from 
‘Henry V’ in clipped tones. 
clippers /'klipoz/ plural noun shears or 
scissors used for clipping 
clipping /'klipirj/ noun 1. a reference to 
someone or something in a newspaper or 
magazine which is cut out O Can you file 
away all these newspaper clippings, please? 
2. a small piece cut off, e.g. a hedge O Trim 
the hedge and put the clippings in a black 
bag. O Grass clippings can be piled on top of 
the compost heap. 

clique /kliik/ noun a small select group of 
people 

clitoris /'klitoris/ noun the female sex or¬ 
gan at the top of the vulva 
cloak /klouk/ noun 1. a long outer covering 
which hangs from the shoulders and has no 
sleeves O She wore a long cloak of black vel¬ 
vet. 2. □ a cloak of secrecy something that 
hides things so that they remain secret O The 
whole affair was shrouded in a cloak of se¬ 
crecy. □ cloak and dagger referring to activ¬ 
ities that suggest a mystery, or that someone 
is spying (informal) □ under the cloak of 
darkness at night when everything is hidden 
O They left the city under the cloak of dark¬ 
ness. ■ verb to hide something in order to 
keep it secret O The whole project is cloaked 
in secrecy. Antonym reveal 
cloakroom /'kloukruim/ noun 1. a place 
where you leave your coat in a public place O 
I left my coat and briefcase in the cloakroom. 
(NOTE: The US term is checkroom.) 2. a 
room inside a public building with lavatories 
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and washbasins O The ladies ’ cloakroom is 
on the first floor. 

clobber /'klobo/ noun 1. rubbish, useless 
items O Get rid of all the clobber in your 
cupboard. 2. belongings O All his tennis 
clobber was stolen. ■ verb to affect badly, 
especially financially ( informal ) o The new 
tax will clobber the middle classes. (NOTE: 
no plural) 

(2) clock /klDk/ noun an instrument which 
shows the time O The station clock is always 
right. O Your clock is 5 minutes slow. O The 
office clock is fast, o The clock has stopped - 
it needs winding up. ■ verb □ to clock in or 
on to arrive for work and register by putting a 
card into a timing machine □ to clock out or 
off to leave work and register by putting a 
card into a timing machine 
clockwise /'klDkwaiz/ adj, adv in the 
same direction as the hands of a clock O Turn 
the lid clockwise to tighten it. O He was driv¬ 
ing clockwise round the ring road when the 
accident took place. Antonym 
anticlockwise 

clockwork /'kk>kw3:k/ noun a mechanism 
in a toy, machine, clock, etc., which works 
using a spring which is wound up with a key 
□ like clockwork smoothly, with no prob¬ 
lems O The whole evening went off like 
clockwork. 

clod /kind/ noun a large lump of earth 
clog /king/ noun a wooden shoe o Clogs 
are very popular in Scandinavian countries. 
■ verb to block O Trafalgar Square was 
clogged with traffic as the protest march ar¬ 
rived. O Dead leaves are clogging the drains. 
(NOTE: clogging - clogged) 
cloister /'kbisto/ noun a covered walk 
round a square courtyard, e.g. in a monastery 
or next to a cathedral 

cloistered /'kbistod/ adj protected from 
the outside world and its problems. Synonym 

secluded 

d> clone /kbun/ noun 1. an exact genetic 
copy of an animal or plant O A cutting pro¬ 
duces a clone of a plant. O This sheep was 
the first mammal to survive as a clone. 2. a 
computer or circuit that behaves in the same 
way as the original it was copied from O 
They copied our laptop and brought out a 
cheaper clone. ■ verb to create an exact ge¬ 
netic copy of an individual animal or plant O 
Biologists have successfully cloned a sheep. 
Synonym duplicate 

(2) close adj /kbus/1. very near, or just next 
to something O Our office is close to the rail¬ 
way station, o This is the closest I’ve ever 
been to a film star! 2. where only a few votes 
separate the winner from the losers O The 
election was very close. O It was a close con¬ 
test. 3. hot and airless O It’s very close in 
here, can someone open a window? ■ adv 


closing 

/kbus/ very near o Keep close by me if you 
don’t want to get lost. O Go further away - 
you’re getting too close. O They stood so 
close (together) that she felt his breath on her 
cheek. O The sound came closer and closer. 
(NOTE: closer - closest) ■ verb /kbuz/1. 
to shut O Would you mind closing the win¬ 
dow? O He closed his book and turned on the 
TV. 2. to make something come to an end O 
She closed her letter by saying she was com¬ 
ing to see us. 3. to come to an end O The 
meeting closed with a vote of thanks. 4. □ to 
close an account to take all the money out of 
a bank account and stop the account O He 
closed his building society account. ■ noun 
1. /kbuz/ an end, final part O The century 
was drawing to a close. □ at close of play 
when a cricket match stops for the day 2. 
/kbus/ a short residential road O They live in 
Briar Close. 3. /kbus/ an area round a cathe¬ 
dral O The dean has a house in the cathedral 
close. 

(2) closed /kbuzd/ adj shut o The shop is 
closed on Sundays. O The office will be 
closed for the Christmas holidays. O There 
was a ‘closed ’ sign hanging in the window. 

<D close down /,kbuz 'daun/ verb to shut 
a business permanently 
closed shop /kbuzd 'Jbp/ noun a situa¬ 
tion in which a company agrees to employ 
only union members in certain jobs 
close-knit /,kbus 'nit/ adv consisting of 
people who know and rely on each other 
(2) closely /'kbusli/ adv 1. with a lot of at¬ 
tention O She studied the timetable very 
closely. O The prisoners were closely 
guarded by armed soldiers. 2. very close to¬ 
gether O The photographers moved in closely 
around the car. 

close season /'kbus ,si:z(o)n/ noun a 
period when certain types of wild animal 
cannot be killed (NOTE: The US term is 

closed season.) 

closet /'klDZit/ noun US a cupboard o Will 
you get my coat from the closet, honey? □ to 
come out of the closet to say publicly that 
you are homosexual ( informal ) ■ adj secret, 
not revealing something in public O He’s a 
closet racist. Synonym secret ■ verb □ to 
closet yourself with someone to shut your¬ 
self away in a room with someone O The di¬ 
rectors have been closeted with the VAT 
inspectors for several hours. 

(D close-up /'kbus Ap/ noun a photograph 
taken very close to the subject. Synonym 
detail 

closing /'kbuzig/ adj final, at the end o 
the closing days of the election campaign 
Synonym final. Antonym opening ■ noun 
the time when something such as a pub or 
shop closes 
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closing date 

closing date /' klno/ii] deit/ noun the last 
date 

closing time /'ktauzirj taint/ noun the 
time when something such as a pub or shop 
closes 

® closure /'klot^o/ noun the shutting of 
something, or the fact of being shut 
clot /klDt/ noun 1. a soft mass of thickened 
blood in a vein or an artery O The doctor di¬ 
agnosed a blood clot in the brain. 2. a fool O 
You stupid clot, you put the milk carton into 
the fridge upside down! ■ verb ( of blood) to 
thicken, changing from semi-liquid to 
semi-solid O In people with haemophilia, 
blood clots very slowly. Synonym coagulate 
(NOTE: clotting - clotted) 

® cloth /kk>0/ noun 1. material o Her dress 
is made of cheap blue cloth. O This cloth is of 
a very high quality’. 2. a piece of material for 
cleaning O He wiped up the spill with a damp 
cloth. 3. a piece of material which you put on 
a table to cover it O The waiter spread a 
white cloth over the table. O She split some 
red wine on the cloth. 

clothe /kbud/ verb to dress someone. Ant¬ 
onym undress 

clothed /kbudd/ adj dressed or covered in 
something 

<D clothes /kbudz/ plural noun things 
which you wear to cover your body and keep 
you warm, e.g. trousers, socks, shirts and 
dresses O He walked down the street with no 
clothes on. O The doctor asked him to take 
his clothes off. O The children haven ’ t had 
any new clothes for years. 
clothes brush /'kbudz brAj/ noun a 
brush for cleaning clothes 
clothes horse /'kbudz hois/ noun a 
frame for hanging wet clothes on to dry 
clothes line /'kloudz lain/ noun a rope for 
hanging wet clothes on to dry 
clothes peg /okbudz peg/ noun a little 
wooden clip, used to attach wet clothes to a 
washing line (NOTE: The US term is clothes 
pin.) 

clothing /'klsudir)/ noun clothes O an im- 
portant clothing manufacturer O Take plenty 
of warm clothing on your trip to Iceland. 

(NOTE: no plural: some clothing ; a piece of 
clothing) 

clotted cream /.klotid 'kriim/ noun a 
type of cream which has been heated and has 
become more solid 

<D cloud /klaud/ noun 1. a mass of white or 
grey vapour floating in the air O Do you think 
it’s going to rain? - Yes, look at those grey 
clouds. O The plane was flying above the 
clouds. 2. □ on cloud nine very happy (infor¬ 
mal) O They were on cloud nine when she 
won the lottery. □ under a cloud suspected 
of having done something wrong O He was 


under a cloud for some time after the thefts 
were discovered. 3. a mass of smoke floating 
in the air O Clouds of smoke poured out of 
the burning shop. 

cloudburst /'klaudb3ist/ noun a sudden 
heavy shower of rain. Synonym rainstorm 
cloudless /'klaudbs/ adj with no clouds. 
Synonym clear 

cloud over /.klaud buvo/ verb to become 
covered with clouds 

(D cloudy /'klaudi/ adj 1. with clouds o The 
weather was cloudy in the morning, but 
cleared up in the afternoon. O When it’s very 
cloudy it isn’t easy to take good photographs. 
2. not clear, not transparent O This beer is 
cloudy. O The water in the aquarium turned 
cloudy. (NOTE: cloudier - cloudiest) 
clout /klaut/ noun 1. a blow with the fist o 
He received a clout on the head. 2. power or 
influence O Because she owns so many 
shares, she wields a great deal of clout in 
company meetings. O Newspaper editors 
have a lot of political clout. ■ verb to give 
someone a blow with the hand O She clouts 
the children when they make a noise. 
clove /kbuv/ noun 1 . a dried flower bud of 
a tree used for flavouring O A few cloves 
stuck into an onion can be used to flavour a 
stew. 2. one of the parts that make up a bulb 
of garlic O Rub round the salad bowl with a 
cut clove of garlic. 

cloven hoof /,kbuv(o)n 'huif/ noun a 
hoof which is split into two parts 
clover /'kbuvo/ noun a common weed, 
used as food for cattle o With so much clover 
in the fields, the bees produce excellent 
honey. □ to be or live in clover to live com¬ 
fortably O After his lottery win he lived in 
clover. 

cloverleaf intersection /.kbuvoliif 
into'sekjbn/ noun crossroads which inter¬ 
sect with curving link roads, in a way which 
looks like the leaf of a clover 
clown /klaun/ noun a man who makes peo¬ 
ple laugh in a circus ( informal ) o The clown 
had a big red nose and baggy trousers. Syn¬ 
onym joker ■ verb □ to clown about or 
around to behave in a silly way which makes 
people laugh O Stop clowning around with 
that hat and sit down to have your meal. 

® Club /kUb/ noun 1. a group of people 
who have the same interest or form a team O 
a youth club O I’m joining a tennis club. O 
Our town has one of the top football clubs in 
the country. 2. a place where a club meets O 
The sports club is near the river. O He goes 
to the golf club every Friday. 3. a large heavy 
stick O She was knocked to the ground by a 
blow from a club. 4. stick for playing golf 
(NOTE: A golf club can either mean the 
place where you play golf, or the stick used 
to hit the ball.) ■ verb 1 . to hit with a club o 


clubbing 

She was clubbed to the ground. 2. □ to club 
together (of several people) to contribute 
money jointly O They clubbed together and 
bought a yacht. 

clubbing /'kLvbir)/ noun the activity of go¬ 
ing out to discos and nightclubs 
club class /'kUb klais/ noun a specially 
comfortable class of seating on a plane, 
though not as luxurious as first class 
clubhouse /'klAbhaus/ noun the house 
where members of a club meet 
club sandwich /kUb 's£endwid 3 / noun a 
sandwich made of three slices of bread, with 
a filling of meat, salad, fish, etc., between 
them 

cluck /kUk/ verb (of hens) to make a low 
noise in the throat 

(D clue /klu:/ noun information which helps 
you solve a mystery or puzzle O The detec¬ 
tive had missed a vital clue. O I don’t under¬ 
stand the clues to this crossword. □ I haven’t 
a clue I don’t know at all O The police still 
haven’t a clue who did it. 
clued up /,klu:d 'Ap/ adj well informed 
about something 

clueless /'kluibs/ adj stupid (informal). 
Antonym well-informed 

clump /klAmp/ noun a group of trees or 
bushes O We ’ll walk as far as that clump of 
trees and come back. ■ verb to move making 
a dull noise O He was clumping around the 
kitchen in his clogs. O The people in the flat 
upstairs started clumping about in the middle 
of the night. 

clumsily /'klAmzili/ adv in a clumsy way 
clumsiness /'klAmzinos/ noun the quality 
of being clumsy 

clumsy /'klAmzi/ adj who frequently 
breaks things or knocks things over. Syn¬ 
onym awkward (NOTE: clumsier - 
clumsiest) 

cluster /'klAsto/ noun a group of objects 
together O A brooch with a cluster of pearls. 
o He photographed a cluster of stars. ■ verb 
□ to cluster together to form a group O They 
clustered round the noticeboard to read their 
exam results. Synonym gather. Antonym 
disperse 

clutch /kUtJV noun 1. a tight clasp o She 
felt the clutch of his fingers on her sleeve. □ 
in the clutches of under the control of O If 
the company were to get into their clutches it 
would be a disaster. 2. a mechanism for 
changing the gears in a car O The car has just 
had a new clutch fitted. □ clutch pedal the 
pedal which works the clutch and allows the 
driver to change gear □ to let in the clutch to 
make the clutch engage O Let the clutch in 
slowly, or you ’ll stall the car. □ to let out the 
clutch to disengage the engine from the gears 
3. several eggs laid together in a nest o The 


coarse 

bird laid a clutch of seven eggs. ■ verb to 
grab hold of O She clutched my arm as we 
stood on the edge of the cliff Synonym 

grasp 

clutter /'klAto/ noun a mass of things left 
lying about O All this clutter will be cleared 
away by the weekend. Synonym mess 
(NOTE: no plural) ■ verb to fill a room, etc., 
with a mass of things O Her desk is cluttered 
with papers and invoices. O Don’t clutter 
your mind with useless information. Syn¬ 
onym encumber 
®cm abbr centimetre 
CO abbr commanding officer 
(D CO. abbr company O J. Smith & Co. 

CO- /kou/ prefix together 
<D c/o abbr care of (used in addresses) o 
Jane Smith, c/o Mr & Mrs Jonas, 4 Willow- 
bank Road. 

@ coach /koutJV noun 1. a large bus for 
travelling long distances O There’s an hourly 
coach service to Oxford. O They went on a 
coach tour of southern Spain. O The coach 
driver fell asleep while driving. 2. a passen¬ 
ger carriage on a train O The first four 
coaches are for Waterloo. 3. US a category 
of seat on a plane which is cheaper than first 
class O We went coach to Washington. 4. a 
person who trains sportsmen, etc. O The 
coach told them that they needed to spend 
more time practising. O He’s a professional 
football coach. (NOTE: The plural is 
coaches.) ■ verb 1. to train sportsmen or 
sportswomen O She was coached by a former 
Olympic gold medallist. 2. to give private 
lessons to someone O All the actors had to be 
coached separately. 

coaching /'koutJir)/ noun 1 . the activity of 
training people to do sports O The England 
team have been having special coaching. 2. 
the activity of giving private lessons to some¬ 
one O In spite of all the coaching he’d had, 
he still failed the exam. 
coagulate /kou'aegjuleit/ verb to change 
and thicken from semi-liquid to semi-solid. 
Synonym clot 

(D coal /koul/ noun a black rock formed 
from the remains of fossilised trees which 
produces heat when burnt 
coalesce ^kouo'les/ verb to join together 
into one mass or group. Synonym merge 
(D coalition ^kouo'liJXojn/ noun a combi¬ 
nation of several political parties to form a 
government. Synonym alliance 
coalmine /'koulmain/ noun a mine where 
coal is dug. Synonym colliery 
coalminer /'koulmaino/ noun a person 
who mines coal 

coarse /ko:s/ adj 1. not fine, not small o 
coarse grains of sand O a coarse net 2. 
rough, not refined O He gave a coarse laugh. 
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coarsely 

O He could hear her coarse voice booming 
down the corridor. 3. {of words or gestures) 
rude O He made a coarse gesture and walked 
out. O Don’t make any coarse remarks in 
front of my mother. (NOTE: coarser - coars¬ 
est. Do not confuse with course.) 
coarsely /'koisli/ adv in a coarse way 
coarseness /'ko:snos/ noun the quality of 
being coarse 

<D coast /koust/ noun 1 . land by the sea o 
After ten weeks at sea, Columbus saw the 
coast of America. O The south coast is the 
warmest part of the country. O Let’s drive 
down to the coast this weekend. □ from coast 
to coast from the sea on one side of a country 
to the sea on the other side O He crossed the 
USA from coast to coast. 2. □ when the 
coast is clear when there is no longer any 
danger O If the coast is clear, we can creep 
round the back of the house. ■ verb 1 . to ride 
a vehicle without using the engine or the ped¬ 
als 2. {of a boat) to sail along a coast 
coastal /'koust(3)l/ adj referring to the 
coast. Synonym seaside 
coaster /'kousto/ noun 1. a flat dish or 
small mat for standing a bottle or glass on O 
He bought a set of 6 coasters in the museum. 
2. a ship which sails from port to port along 
the coast O We sailed round Africa on a 
small coaster. 

coastguard /'kaustgaid/ noun a person 
who guards a piece of coast, watching out for 
wrecks, smugglers, etc. 
coastline /'kaustlain/ noun an edge of 
land along a coast. Antonym interior 
<D coat /kout/ noun 1. a piece of clothing 
which you wear on top of other clothes when 
you go outside O You ’ll need to put your win¬ 
ter coat on - it’s just started to snow. O She 
was wearing a black fur coat. 2. a layer of 
paint covering something O That window 
frame needs a coat of paint. 3. the fur of an 
animal O The polar bear has a thick coat to 
withstand cold. ■ verb to cover with a layer 
of something O We coated the metal disc 
with platinum. 

-coated /kautid/ suffix covered with 
coat-hanger /'kauthaega/ noun a piece of 
wood, wire or plastic on which you hang a 
piece of clothing 

coating /'kautig/ noun a covering of paint, 
etc. 

coat of arms /,kaut av 'a:mz/ noun sym¬ 
bolic design on the shield of a family, town, 
etc. 

CO-author /kau'a:0a/ noun a person who 
writes a book together with another author O 
One of the co-authors died before the book 
was published. ■ verb to write a book with 
another author O She co-authored a book on 
Churchill. 


cockney 

coax /kauks/ verb □ to coax someone into 
doing something to persuade someone to do 
something o He was finally coaxed into pay¬ 
ing for two tickets. 

coaxial cable /kau.aeksial 'keib(a)l/ 
noun an electric cable where several wires 
are laid parallel to each other 
cobalt /'kaubailt/ noun 1. a metallic ele¬ 
ment used to make alloys O Cobalt 60 is used 
in radiotherapy. 2. a blue colour obtained 
from this metal O a tube of cobalt blue paint 
cobble /'kDb(o)l/ noun same as cobble¬ 
stone o The street is paved with cobbles. ■ 
verb □ to cobble something together to put 
things together roughly 
cobbled /'kDb(3)ld/ adj covered with 
cobblestones 

cobbler /'koblo/ noun a person who mends 
shoes O Ask the cobbler how much it will cost 
to put new heels on these shoes. 
cobblestone /'knhlstoon/ noun a round 
stone set in cement to make the surface of a 
street 

cobra /'koubro/ noun a large tropical snake 
with a poisonous bite 

cobweb /'kDbweb/ noun a net of fine 
thread made by a spider to catch flies (NOTE: 
Another US term is spiderweb.) 

® Coca-Cola /.kouko 'koulo/ trademark a 
trademark for a popular fizzy soft drink 
® cocaine /kou'kein/ noun a painkilling 
drug, which is addictive. Compare coke 
(NOTE: no plural) 

coccyx /'koksiks/ noun the lowest bone in 
the backbone, formed of four bones which 
have fused together (NOTE: The plural is 
coccyges /kDk'said 3 i:z/.) 
cock /kDk/ noun a male bird, especially a 
male domestic chicken o We were woken by 
the cocks crowing. (NOTE: The US term is 
rooster.) ■ verb 1. □ to cock your ears to 
listen carefully for something O The dogs sat 
by the edge of the field, their ears cocked. 2. 
to set a gun ready for firing O He cocked his 
gun and waited. 

cock-a-doodle doo! /,kok o dutdl 'du:/ 
interj the noise made by a cockerel 
cockatoo /,kDk3'tu:/ noun a type of parrot 
with a large crest 

cockerel /'kDk(3)rol/ noun a young cock 
(NOTE: The US term is rooster.) 
cock-eyed /,kok 'aid/ adj stupid or odd 
(informal) 

cockle /'kok(3)l/ noun a small edible shell¬ 
fish □ to warm the cockles of your heart to 

make you happy and full of warm feelings 
(informal ) o The cheers from the audience 
would warm the cockles of your heart. 
cockney /'kDkni/ adj typical of the East 
End of London or the people who live there 
O He speaks with a real cockney accent. ■ 
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cockpit 

noun 1. a person from the East End of Lon¬ 
don O He was born and brought up as a 
Cockney. 2. a form of English spoken in the 
East End of London O ‘Let’s have a 
butcher’s ’ is cockney for ‘let’s have a look ’. 
O She spoke in broad cockney. Compare 
rhyming slang 

cockpit /'kokpit/ noun the place where the 
pilot sits in an aircraft, racing car or boat 
cockroach /'kDkroutJV noun a black or 
brown beetle, a common household pest 
(NOTE: The plural is cockroaches.) 
cocksure /.kDk'Jol/ adj referring to some¬ 
one who is so self-confident that they are an¬ 
noying. Synonym smug 
cocktail /'kokteil/ noun 1. a mixed alco¬ 
holic drink O A Bloody Mary is a cocktail of 
vodka and tomato juice. 2. a mixture of vari¬ 
ous things O She died after taking a cocktail 
of drugs. 

cocktail party /'kDkteil ,pa:ti/ noun a 
party where drinks and snacks are served, but 
not a full meal 

COCk-up /'kok Ap/ noun work which is 
badly carried out ( informal, offensive) 
cocky /'koki/ adj unpleasantly confident 
and conceited (informal). Synonym smug 
(D cocoa /'koukou/ noun 1. a brown choco¬ 
late powder ground from the seeds of a tree, 
used for making a drink O There’s a tin of co¬ 
coa on the shelf next to the cooker. O Add co¬ 
coa powder to icing sugar to make chocolate 
icing. 2. a drink made with cocoa powder and 
hot water or milk O I’ll warm up some milk to 
make cocoa. O He always has a cup of cocoa 
before going to bed. (NOTE: no plural) 
coconut /'koukonAt/ noun 1. a large nut 
from a type of palm tree O I won a coconut at 
the fair. 2. the white flesh from a coconut O a 
coconut cake O I don’t like biscuits with co¬ 
conut in them. (NOTE: no plural in this 
meaning) 

coconut matting /.koukonAt 'mastirj/ 
noun a floor covering made from coconut 
fibres 

coconut milk /'koukonAt milk/ noun the 
white juice inside a coconut 
COCOOn /ko'kuin/ noun a case of thread 
made by a larva before it turns into a moth or 
butterfly O Silk is taken off the cocoons made 
by silk worms. ■ verb to wrap something up 
for protection O The baby was cocooned in 
blankets. 

cod /kDd/ noun a large white sea fish 
(NOTE: The plural is cod.) 

C.O.d abbr cash on delivery 
(D code /koud/ noun 1. a set of laws or rules 
of behaviour O The hotel has a strict dress 
code, and people wearing jeans are not al¬ 
lowed in. 2. secret words or a system agreed 
in advance for sending messages O We’re 


coffee cup 

trying to break the enemy’s code. O He sent 
the message in code. 3. a system of numbers 
or letters which mean something O The code 
for Heathrow Airport is LHR. O What is the 
code for phoning Edinburgh? 
coded /'koudid/ adj written in code 
codeine /'koudiin/ noun a drug taken to 
relieve headaches, flu, etc. 
code name /'koud neim/ noun a special 
name or number used instead of a person’s or 
thing’s real name, in order to keep this secret 
codify /'koudifai/ verb to write things such 
as laws or rules in a systematic way. Syn¬ 
onym organise 

cod liver oil /,kod livor 'oil/ noun an oil 
from the livers of cod, taken as a vitamin 
supplement 

coed /'koued/ adj same as coeducational 

(informal) o The college only became coed 
two years ago. ■ noun US a girl student at a 
coeducational school or college (dated) 
coeducational ^kouedju'keiJXojnfe)!/ 
adj (of a school) where male and female stu¬ 
dents are taught together 
coefficient ^koui'fiJXojnt/ noun a number 
written before a variable showing what the 
variable is to be multiplied by 
coerce /kou'3:s/ verb □ to coerce someone 
into doing something to force someone to 
do something O They coerced her into sign¬ 
ing the contract. 

coercion /k3u'3ij(3)n/ noun the act or 
practice of forcing someone to do something 
such as commit a crime. Synonym pressure 
(NOTE: no plural) 

coexist /.kouig'zist/ verb to exist or to live 
together (formal) 

coexistence /.kouig'zistons/ noun the 
fact of living together (formal) 

C of E abbr Church of England 
(D coffee /'kofi/ noun 1. a bitter drink made 
from the seeds of a tropical plant O Would 
you like a cup of coffee? O I always take 
sugar with my coffee. O The doctor told me to 
avoid tea and coffee. 2. a powder made from 
the seeds of the coffee plant o Put two 
spoons of coffee into each cup. 3. a cup of 
coffee o I’d like a white coffee, please, o 
Three coffees and two teas, please. 4. a pale 
brown colour, like white coffee O We have a 
coffee carpet in our sitting room. (NOTE: 
usually no plural; coffees means cups of 
coffee) 

coffee bar /'kofi ba:/ noun a small restau¬ 
rant which sells coffee, cakes and sandwiches 
coffee beans /'kofi biinz/ plural noun 
seeds of the coffee bush, which are roasted 
and ground to make coffee 
coffee cup /'kofi kAp/ noun a special 
small cup for coffee 
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coffee machine /'kDfi mojiin/ noun an 
automatic machine which gives a cup of cof¬ 
fee or other drink when you put in a coin and 
press a button 

coffee pot /'kDfi pDt/ noun a special pot 
for making coffee in 

® coffee shop /'kDfi Jdp / noun a small 
restaurant serving tea, coffee and snacks 
coffee table /'kDfi ,teib(o)l/ noun a low 
table in a sitting room, for putting things such 
as cups, glasses and newspapers on 
coffee-table book /'kDfi ,teib(3)l buk/ 
noun a heavy expensive book with many il¬ 
lustrations, which can be left on a table for 
people to look at 

coffer /'knfn/ noun a chest for holding 
money (dated) 

coffers /'kofoz/ plural noun financial re¬ 
sources O The company has millions of 
pounds in its coffers which it could use on 
publicity if it wanted to. 

(D coffin /'kDfin/ noun a long wooden box 
in which a dead person is buried or cremated 
(NOTE: The usual US term is casket.) 
cog /kog/ noun one of a series of little teeth 
sticking out from a wheel, which connect 
with teeth on another wheel to make it turn □ 
a cog in the machine a person who plays an 
unimportant part in a big organisation O I’m 
not a director or anything like that, just a cog 
in the machine. 

cogent /'k9ud39nt/ adj valid and powerful. 
Synonym forceful. Antonym unconvincing 
cognac /'kDnjask/ noun a brandy made in 
western France 

cognitive /'kognitiv/ adj referring to the 
process of understanding. Synonym 

reasoning 

cognisant /'kDgmz(9)nt/, cognizant adj 

(formal) □ cognisant of knowing, being 
aware of O The court is cognisant of this fact. 
cohabit /kou'haebit/ verb to live together 
as man and wife, especially when not mar¬ 
ried. Synonym live together 
cohabitation /kou.heebi'teiJCo)^ noun 1. 
living together as man and wife, although not 
married O They had three years ’ cohabita¬ 
tion before they got married. 2. a situation 
where different political parties hold power 
at the same time, especially in France, where 
the President and Parliament are elected for 
different periods of time and so may repre¬ 
sent different parties O Following the elec¬ 
tion, we are in for a period of cohabitation. 
cohere /kou'hio/ verb to stick together to 
form a whole ( formal ) 

coherence /kou'hiorons/ noun the state or 
quality of being coherent 
coherent /kou'hioront/ adj (of a state¬ 
ment) clear and logical 


coke 

coherently /kou'hiorontli/ adv clearly or 
logically 

cohesion /k9u'hi:3(9)n/ noun the fact or 
quality of sticking together 
cohesive /kou'hiisiv/ adj which sticks 
together 

cohort /'kouhoit/ noun 1. a large group of 
people O The Prince was followed by a co¬ 
hort of journalists. 2. a group of people who 
are similar in a particular characteristic such 
as age or social backgound O This year’s co¬ 
hort have a better pass rate than last year’s. 
3. a comrade or classmate O my son and his 
dishevelled cohorts in Class 2 4. the division 
of a Roman army, one tenth of a legion O A 
cohort contained between three and six hun¬ 
dred men. 

coiffure /kwai'fjuo/ noun a hairstyle (for¬ 
mal) 

coil /koil/ noun 1. a roll of rope, or one loop 
in something twisted round and round O The 
sailors stacked the rope in coils on the deck. 
O They surrounded the camp with coils of 
barbed wire. 2. a device fitted into a 
woman’s uterus as a contraceptive ■ verb to 
twist around something or into a coil O The 
snake had coiled itself up in the basket. O The 
sailor coiled the ropes neatly. Synonym 
wind 

(D coin /koin/ noun a piece of metal money 
O I found a 5Op coin in the street. O He hid 
the gold coins under his bed. O This machine 
only takes l Op coins. ■ verb to invent a new 
word or phrase O They coined the phrase 
‘surfing the net ’ to mean searching for infor¬ 
mation on the Internet. □ to coin a phrase 
used in order to emphasise that you are say¬ 
ing something which is a normal everyday 
expression (informal) o ‘It never rains but it 
pours ’ - to coin a phrase. 
coinage /'koinid 3 / noun 1. the system of 
money used in a country O The old coinage 
will still be used alongside the new for a pe¬ 
riod of two years. 2. a new word or phrase 
which has been invented O ‘Surfing the net’ 
is a recent coinage. 

coincide ^kouin'said/ verb □ to coincide 
with something to happen by chance at the 
same time as something else O The confer¬ 
ence doesn’t coincide with my birthday this 
year. O Do our trips to Frankfurt coincide? - 
If they do, we can meet while we ’re both 
there. 

d) coincidence /k9u'insid(9)ns/ noun two 
things happening at the same time by chance 
coincidental /ksu.insi 1 dent(9)1/ adj hap¬ 
pening by chance 

coincidentally /kou,insi 1 dent(9)li/ adv 
by coincidence. Synonym accidentally. 
Antonym intentionally 
(D coke /k9uk/ noun 1. a fuel processed 
from coal, which produces a very strong heat 
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O The steel is produced in coke ovens. 2. 
same as cocaine ( informal) (NOTE: [all 
senses] no plural) 

Coke /kouk/ trademark a type of fizzy soft 
drink 

Col. abbr colonel 

cola /'koulo/ noun a fizzy sweet drink 
colander /'kolondo/ noun a bowl with 
holes in it for draining water from vegetables 
(D cold /kould/ adj 1. with a low tempera¬ 
ture; not hot or not heated O He had a plate 
of cold beef and salad. O They say that cold 
showers are good for you. O The weather 
turned colder after Christmas. O It’s too cold 
to go for a walk. O If you ’re hot, have a glass 
of cold water. O Start eating, or your soup 
will get cold. □ in cold blood deliberately, 
without feeling any pity O He killed the chil¬ 
dren in cold blood. □ to get cold feet to be¬ 
gin to feel afraid that a plan is too risky 
( informal) o We wanted to buy an old house 
and start a hotel business, but my husband 
got cold feet. 2. not friendly O He got a very 
cold reception from the rest of the staff. O 
She gave him a cold nod. (NOTE: colder - 
coldest) □ to give someone the cold shoul¬ 
der not to give someone a friendly welcome 
■ noun 1. an illness when you sneeze and 
cough O He caught a cold by standing in the 
rain at a football match. O My sister’s in bed 
with a cold. O Don’t come near me - I’ve got 
a cold. 2. a cold outdoor temperature O He 
got ill from standing in the cold waiting for a 
bus. O House plants can’t stand the cold. □ 
to be left out in the cold not to be part of a 
group any more 

cold-blooded /.kould 'blAdid/ adj 1. □ 
cold-blooded animal an animal whose body 
temperature is the same as the temperature of 
its surroundings O Fish, tortoises and lizards 
are all cold-blooded animals. 2. with no pity 
O She’s a cold-blooded murderess. 
cold-hearted /.kould 'haitid/ adj lacking 
kindness 

coldly /'kouldli/ adv in an unfriendly way 
cold-shoulder /.kould 'Jouldo/ verb □ to 
cold-shoulder someone not to give someone 
a friendly welcome 

cold snap /'kould snaep/ noun a short pe¬ 
riod of sudden cold weather. Synonym 

freeze 

cold sore /'kould so:/ noun an inflamma¬ 
tion round the lips caused by the herpes virus 
cold storage /kould 'sto:rid 3 / noun the 
practice of keeping food in a cold store to 
prevent it going bad 

cold Store /'kould sto:/ noun a warehouse 
or room where supplies can be kept cold 
coleslaw /'koulslo:/ noun a cabbage salad, 
made with sliced white cabbage and 
mayonnaise 


collateral 

colic /'kolik/ noun a severe pain in the 
intestines 

(D collaborate /ko'lasboreit/ verb to work 
together (NOTE: You collaborate with some¬ 
one on something.) 

(D collaboration /ko,laebo'reiJ(o)n/ noun 
the action of working together on something. 
Synonym cooperation 
collaborative /ko'laeb(o)rotiv/ adj involv¬ 
ing people working together. Synonym 
cooperative 

collaborator /ko'laeboreito/ noun 1 . a 
person who works together with someone 
else O We want to thank all the collaborators 
on this project. 2. a person who works with 
the enemy forces occupying a country O Af¬ 
ter the war, collaborators were hunted down 
and shot. 

collage /'kDla^/ noun a picture made from 
small pieces of paper or other materials, 
stuck onto a backing 

collagen /'kolod 3 on/ noun bundles of pro¬ 
tein fibres, which form connective tissue, 
bone and cartilage 

(D collapse /ko'keps/ noun 1 . a sudden fall 
O The collapse of the old wall buried two 
workmen. 2. a sudden fall in price O the col¬ 
lapse of the dollar on the foreign exchange 
markets 3. the sudden failure of a company O 
Investors lost thousands of pounds in the col¬ 
lapse of the bank. ■ verb 1 . to fall down sud¬ 
denly O The roof collapsed under the weight 
of the snow. 2. to fail suddenly O The com¬ 
pany collapsed with £25,000 in debts. 3. to 
fall down unconscious O He collapsed after 
the marathon. 

collapsible /ko'laspsob(o)l/ adj which can 
be folded up. Synonym folding 
(D collar /'kDlo/ noun 1 . the part of a piece 
of clothing which goes round your neck O / 
can’t do up the top button on my shirt - the 
collar’s too tight. O She turned up her coat 
collar because the wind was cold. O He has a 
winter coat with a fur collar. □ to get hot un¬ 
der the collar to get angry or worried about 
something 2. a leather ring round the neck of 
a dog or cat O The cat has a collar with her 
name and address on it. ■ verb to catch 
someone, especially in order to talk to them 
(slang) O I managed to collar him as he was 
leaving the hotel. 

collarbone /'koloboun/ noun a clavicle, 
one of two long thin bones joining the shoul¬ 
ders to the breastbone 

collate /ko'leit/ verb 1 . to check one text 
against another to make sure that it is all 
there 2. to check that the various parts of a 
book are gathered in the correct order before 
the book is bound 

collateral /ko'la 2 t(o)rol/ adj additional to 
something, but less important ( formal ) o 
There will always be collateral damage to ci- 
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colleague 

vilian property during a war. O One collat¬ 
eral benefit from living in the centre of town 
will be cheaper travel costs. ■ noun a secu¬ 
rity used to provide a guarantee for a loan O 
He offered his house as collateral. 

<D colleague /'koliig/ noun a person who 
works in the same company, office, school, 
etc. as you O His colleagues gave him a pres¬ 
ent when he got married. O I know Jane Gray 
- she was a colleague of mine at my last job. 
<D collect /ko'lekt/ verb 1. to fetch some¬ 
thing or bring things together O Your coat is 
ready for you to collect from the cleaner’s. O 
The mail is collected from the postbox twice 
a day. O I must collect the children from 
school. 2. to buy things or bring things to¬ 
gether as a hobby O He collects stamps and 
old coins. 3. to gather money for charity O 
They ’re collecting for Oxfam. 4. to come to¬ 
gether O A crowd collected at the scene of the 
accident. ■ adv □ to call collect US to ask 
the person being phoned to pay for the call O 
If you don’t have any money you can always 
try calling collect. 

collected /ko'lektid/ adj calm. Antonym 

flustered 

(D collection /ko'lekjbn/ noun 1. a group 
of things that have been brought together o 
He allowed me to see his stamp collection. O 
The museum has a large collection of Italian 
paintings. 2. money which has been gathered 
O We’re making a collection for Oxfam. 3. 
the action of bringing things together 4. the 
fetching of goods O Your order is in the 
warehouse awaiting collection. 5. the taking 
of letters from a postbox or post office for 
dispatch O There are four collections a day 
from the postbox at the corner of the street. O 
The last collection is at 6 p.m. 

<S> collective /ko'lektiv/ adj done together 
O They had a meeting and soon reached a 
collective decision. ■ noun a business run by 
a group of workers O The owner of the ga¬ 
rage sold out and the staff took it over as a 
workers ’ collective. Synonym cooperative 
collective bargaining /ko.lektiv 
'baiginir)/ noun wage negotiations between 
management and unions 
collectively /ko'lektivli/ adv all together 
as a group. Synonym en masse. Antonym 
individually 

collective noun /ko.lektiv 'naun/ noun a 
noun which refers to a group of things or 
people, rather than to one single thing, e.g. 
‘family’ or ‘staff 

<S> collector /ko'lekto/ noun 1. a person 
who collects things as a hobby O It’s an im¬ 
portant sale for collectors of 18th century 
porcelain. 2. a person who collects things as 
a job 

® college /'kDlid 3 / noun 1. a teaching in- 
stitution for adults and young people O She’s 


going on holiday with some friends from 
college. O He’s studying accountancy at the 
local college. O The college library has over 
20,000 volumes. 2. US a teaching institution 
for adolescents and adults, which grants de¬ 
grees at BA level (NOTE: The British term is 
university.) 3. a group of people who run a 
certain profession O He’s a member of the 
Royal College of Pharmacists. 
college of further education /,kDlid 3 
ov ,f3:do ,edju'keij(3)n/ noun a teaching 
establishment for students after secondary 
school 

collegiate /ko'li^bt/ adj made up of sev¬ 
eral colleges 

collide /ko'laid / verb □ to collide with 
something to bump into something o He lost 
control of the car and collided with a bus. 
collie /'koli/ noun a type of sheepdog with 
long hair 

colliery /'koljori/ noun a coalmine (NOTE: 
The plural is collieries.) 
collision /k3'li3(o)n/ noun an event of 
bumping into something 
collocate /'kobkeit/ verb (of a word) to 
be used with another word 
collocation /.kDb'keiJXoJn/ noun a typi¬ 
cal occurrence of a word with another word 
colloquial /ko'bukwbl/ adj used in com¬ 
mon speech. Synonym informal 
colloquialism /ko'bukwblizfejm/ noun 
an expression used in common speech 
colloquially /ko'bukwbli/ adv in conver¬ 
sational speech 

collude /ko'luid/ verb to work together se¬ 
cretly to cheat someone. Synonym conspire 
collusion /k3'lu:3(3)n/ noun an illegal co¬ 
operation or agreement to cheat someone. 
Synonym conspiracy 

cologne /ko'bun/ noun a type of light per¬ 
fume. Synonym toilet water 
<D colon /'koubn/ noun 1. the main part of 
the large intestine, going from the small in¬ 
testine to the rectum O The intestines are di¬ 
vided into two parts: the small intestine and 
the large intestine or colon. 2. a printing sign 
(:) O Use a colon before starting a list. O A 
colon is used after a letter to indicate one of 
the drives in a computer. 
colonel /'k3:n(9)l/ noun the officer in 
charge of a regiment, an army rank above 
lieutenant-colonel (NOTE: also used as a title 
before a surname: Colonel Davis ; often 
shortened to Col.: Col. Davis. Do not con¬ 
fuse with kernel.) 

colonial /ko'bunbl/ adj referring to a 
colony 

colonialism /ko , bunioliz(o)m/ noun the 
practice of establishing colonies in other 
lands 


colonise 


150 


combat 


colonise /'kolonaiz/, colonize verb to 
take possession of an area or country and rule 
it as a colony. Synonym settle 
colonist /'kolomst/ noun a person who 
goes to settle in a new colony. Synonym 
settler 

colonnade /.kDlo'neid/ noun a row of col¬ 
umns. Synonym arcade 
colony /'kotani/ noun 1. a territory ruled 
by another country O the former French col¬ 
onies in Africa O Roman colonies were es¬ 
tablished in North Africa and along the 
shores of the Black Sea. 2. a group of animals 
or humans living together O a colony of ants 
o an artists ’ colony (NOTE: The plural is col¬ 
onies.) 

color /'kAlo/ noun, verb US spelling of 

colour 

colossal /k3'lDs(o)l/ adj very large, huge. 
Synonym huge. Antonym tiny 
colossus /ko'losos/ noun a huge statue or 
man (NOTE: The plural is colossuses.) 

(2) colour /'kAlo/ noun 1. the shade which 
an object has in light (red, blue, yellow, etc.) 
O What colour is your bathroom? O I don’t 
like the colour of the carpet. O His socks are 
the same colour as his shirt. 2. not black or 
white O The book has pages of colour pic¬ 
tures. 3. the shade of a person’s skin o Peo¬ 
ple must not be discriminated against on 
grounds of sex, religion or colour. 4. □ with 
flying colours with great success o She 
passed her test with flying colours. ■ verb to 
add colour to something O The children were 
given crayons and told to colour the trees 
green and the earth brown. (NOTE: [all 
senses] The US spelling is color.) 
colour-blind /'kAlo blaind/ adj not able to 
tell the difference between certain colours, 
such as red and green (NOTE: The US spell¬ 
ing is color-blind.) 

(2) coloured /'kAlod/ adj 1. in colour o a 
coloured postcard O a book with coloured il¬ 
lustrations 2. with a skin that is not white 
(dated, offensive) (NOTE: [all senses] The 
US spelling is colored.) 

-coloured /kAlod/ suffix with a certain col¬ 
our O a flame-coloured tie O She was wear¬ 
ing a cream-coloured shirt. (NOTE: The US 
spelling is -colored.) 

(D colourful /'kAl3f(o)l/ adj 1. brightly col¬ 
oured O Vm trying to create a flowerbed 
which will remain colourful all year round. O 
She tied a colourful silk scarf round her hair. 
2. full of excitement and adventure O She 
lived a colourful existence as a dancer in an 
Egyptian nightclub. O A colourful account of 
life in Vienna before the First World War. 
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is col¬ 
orful.) 

colouring /'kAlorig/ noun 1. the way in 
which something or a plant or animal is col¬ 


oured O the bright colouring of parrots O 
The brilliant colouring of woods in autumn. 
2. complexion, the colour of your skin and 
hair O Choose a lipstick that goes with your 
dress and suits your colouring. (NOTE: [all 
senses] The US spelling is coloring.) 
colourless /'kAbbs/ adj 1 . with no colour 
O He offered me a glass of some colourless 
liquid. 2. uninteresting O The main character 
of the film is fairly colourless. (NOTE: [all 
senses] The US spelling is colorless.) 
colour scheme /'kAb ski:m/ noun dif¬ 
ferent colours chosen by a designer for a 
room, a shop, etc. 

colt /koult/ noun a young male horse o The 
Irish colt won the race by two lengths. 
(NOTE: A young female horse is a filly.) 

(D column /'kDbm/ noun 1 . a tall pillar o 
There is a row of huge columns at the en¬ 
trance to the British Museum. O Nelson's 
Column is in Trafalgar Square. 2. a thing 
which is tall and thin O A thin column of 
smoke rose from the bonfire. 3. a line of peo¬ 
ple, one after the other O A column of prison¬ 
ers came into the camp. O Columns of 
refugees crossed the border. 4. (in the army) 
a line of soldiers, tanks, etc., moving forward 
O Two columns of infantry advanced towards 
the enemy positions. O An armoured column 
entered the town. 5. a thin block of printing 
going down a page O ‘Continued on page 7, 
column 4. ’ O His article ran to three columns 
on the first page of the paper. 6. a series of 
numbers, one under the other O to add up a 
column of figures O Put the total at the bot¬ 
tom of the column. 7. a regular article in a 
newspaper O She writes a gardening column 
for the local newspaper. O Regular readers 
of this column will know about my problems 
with drains. 

columnist /'kDbmnist/ noun a journalist 
who writes regularly for a paper. Synonym 

writer 

com /kom/ noun a commercial organisation 
coma /'koumo/ noun a state of uncon¬ 
sciousness from which a person cannot be 
awakened 

comatose /'koumotous/ adj 1. in a coma 
O a comatose patient 2. sleepy, half-asleep O 
After the long meeting they all looked 
comatose. 

comb /koum/ noun 1. an instrument with 
long teeth used to make your hair straight O 
Her hair is in such a mess that you can't get 
a comb through it. 2. the action of combing 
your hair O Your hair needs a good comb. ■ 
verb 1. to smooth your hair with a comb o 
She was combing her hair in front of the mir¬ 
ror. 2. to search a place o Police combed the 
woods for clues. 

combat /'kombast/ noun fighting o These 
young soldiers have no experience of combat 
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in the field. ■ verb to fight against something 
O They have set up a special police squad to 
combat drugs. 

combatant /'kranbstant/ adj who is fight¬ 
ing ■ noun a person who is fighting 
combative /'kranbativ/ adj who likes to 
get into quarrels or arguments. Synonym ar¬ 
gumentative. Antonym peaceable 
<D combination /.kmnbi'neiJXojn/ noun 

1 . several things taken together O A combina¬ 
tion of cold weather and problems with the 
car made our holiday in Germany a disaster. 

2. a series of numbers which open a lock o 
The safe has a combination lock. O I’ve for¬ 
gotten the combination to my briefcase. 

<D combine noun /'knmbain/ 1. a large fi¬ 
nancial or commercial group O a German in¬ 
dustrial combine 2. same as combine 
harvester ■ verb /kom'bain/ □ to combine 
with to join together with O The cold 
weather combined with high winds has made 
it a dreadful harvest. 

combined /kom'baind/ adj taken together. 
Synonym joint 

combine harvester /.knmbain 
'haivisto/ noun a farm machine which cuts 
various types of cereal crops, and automati¬ 
cally separates the seeds from the straw 
combustible /kom'bAstib(3)l/ adj which 
can easily catch fire O The warehouse was 
full of paint and other combustible sub¬ 
stances. Synonym flammable. Antonym 
fireproof ■ noun a substance which can eas¬ 
ily catch fire O Oil and other combustibles 
must be carefully stored. 
combustion /kom'bAstJon/ noun 1. the 
fact of burning 2. the burning of fuel to create 
heat, power, etc. 

® come /kAm/ verb 1. to move to or to¬ 
wards this place O Come and see us when 
you ’re in London. O The doctor came to see 
him yesterday. O Some of the children come 
to school on foot. O Don’t make any noise - / 
can hear someone coming. O Come up to my 
room and we ’ll talk about the problem. 2. to 
happen O How did the door come to be open? 
□ how come? why?, how? ( informal) o How 
come the front door was unlocked? 3. to oc¬ 
cur O P comes before Q. O What comes after 
R in the alphabet? O What comes after the 
news on TV? (NOTE: coming - came /keim/ 
- has come) 

<S> come across /'kAm o.kros/ verb to 
find something by chance 
(D come along /,kAm o'lop/ verb 1. to go 
with someone O If you walk, the children can 
come along with us in the car. 2. to hurry O 
Come along, or you ’ll miss the bus. 

(D come apart /,kAm o'pait/ verb to break 
into pieces 


(§> come back /,kAm 'bask/ verb to return 
O They left the house in a hurry, and then 
had to come back to get their passports. O 
They started to walk away, but the policeman 
shouted at them to come back. Antonym go 
away 

d> comeback /'kAmbask/ noun 1. a reac¬ 
tion O Despite the mistakes in the book there 
has been no comeback yet from the readers. 
2. a return of someone such as a singer or 
sportsman after retirement O She is trying to 
make a comeback. 

comedian /ko'miidion/ noun a person 
who tells jokes to make people laugh. Syn¬ 
onym humorist 

come down /,kAm 'daun/ verb 1. to get 
lower O The price of oranges has come 
down. 2. to come downstairs O She was in 
bed but had to come down to answer the 
phone. 3. to get a disease O The children 
have come down with measles. 
comedown /'kAmdaun/ noun a situation 
making you feel unimportant (informal). 
Synonym disillusionment. Antonym boost 
comedy /'komodi/ noun a play or film 
which is not very sad or serious, or which 
makes you laugh O ‘A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream ’ is one of Shakespeare’s comedies. 
(NOTE: The plural is comedies.) 
d> come in /,kAm 'in/ verb to enter 
come in for /,kAm 'in foil verb to get or 
receive something unpleasant 
come into /'kAm ,intu/ verb 1. to enter o 
Three people came into the restaurant. 2. □ 
to come into money to inherit money o She 
came into a fortune when she was 
twenty-one. 

comely /'kAmli/ adj attractive (dated) 
(NOTE: used only of women) 
come of /'kAm dv/ verb to happen as a re¬ 
sult of 

(D come off /,kAm 'nf/ verb 1. to stop be¬ 
ing attached O The button has come off my 
coat. O I can’t use the kettle, the handle has 
come off. 2. to be removed O The paint won’t 
come off my coat. 3. to do well or badly O 
Our team came off badly in the competition. 
O She came off well in the exam. 

(§> come on /,kAm 'on/ verb 1. to hurry o 
Come on, or we 'll miss the start of the film. 2. 
to arrive O A storm came on as we were fish¬ 
ing in the bay. O Night is coming on. O She 
thinks she has a cold coming on. 
come out /,kAm 'aut/ verb 1. to move out¬ 
side O Come out into the garden, it’s beauti¬ 
fully hot. 2. (of pictures and photographs) to 
appear O The church didn 't come out very 
well on the photo. O Something must be 
wrong with the camera - half my holiday pic¬ 
tures didn’t come out. 3. □ to come out (on 
strike) to strike o All the train drivers came 
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out on strike. 4. to be removed O The ink 
marks won’t come out of my white shirt. O 
Red wine stains don’t come out easily. 5. to 
appear for sale O The magazine comes out on 
Saturdays. 6. to state publicly that you are 
homosexual O He decided to come out before 
the newspapers started to print stories about 
him. 7. □ to come out in a rash to develop a 
rash ( informal) □ to come out with to say 
something unexpected O He came out with a 
really strange proposal. 
comer /'kAmo/ noun a person who comes 
(informal ) □ open to all comers used for de¬ 
scribing something such as a competition 
which is open to anyone who comes 
comet /'komit/ noun an object which 
moves in space, and which you can see at 
night because of its bright tail 
come through /,kAm '0ru:/ verb 1. to 
move through something to get to a place O 
Come through the kitchen into the dining 
room. 2. (of information) to arrive by phone, 
fax, etc. O The message came through this 
morning. 3. to recover from an illness O Do 
you think she’s going to come through? 
d> come to /'kAm tu:, ,kAm 'tu:/ verb 1. to 
add up to a particular amount O The bill co¬ 
mes to £10. 2. to become conscious again O 
When he came to, he was in hospital. 
come up /,kAm 'Ap/ verb 1. to come close 
to someone O The policeman came up to him 
and asked to see his passport. 2. □ to come 
up against something to find something in 
the way O We came up against a lot of oppo¬ 
sition from the management. 

(D comfort /'kAmfot/ noun 1. something 
which helps to make you feel happier o It 
was a comfort to know that the children were 
safe. O The long-awaited letter gave me some 
comfort. 2. the state of being comfortable O 
They live in great comfort. O You expect a 
certain amount of comfort on a luxury liner. 
O She complained about the lack of comfort 
in the second-class coaches. ■ verb to make 
someone happier, e.g. when they are in pain 
or miserable O She tried to comfort the little 
girl. O He felt comforted by the gentle words 
of the nurse. 

® comfortable /'kAmf(3)t9b(3)l/ adj 1. 
soft and relaxing O These shoes aren’t very 
comfortable. O There are more comfortable 
chairs in the lounge. 2. □ to make yourself 
comfortable to relax O She made herself 
comfortable in the chair by the fire. 
comfortably /'kAmftobli/ adv in a soft, 
relaxed or relaxing way O If you’re sitting 
comfortably, I’ll explain to you what we have 
to do. O Make sure you’re comfortably 
dressed because it is rather cold outside. 
comfortably off /.kAmftobli 'Df/ noun 
having plenty of money 


commanding 

comforting /'kAmfotig/ adj which 
comforts 

comfy /'kAmfi/ adj comfortable ( informal ) 
(NOTE: comfier - comfiest) 

comic /'kDmik/ noun 1. a children’s paper 
with cartoon stories O He spends his pocket 
money on comics and sweets. 2. a person 
who tells jokes to make people laugh O a 
well-known TV comic. Synonym comedian 
■ adj funny. Synonym amusing 
comical /'kDmik(3)l/ adj funny, which 
makes you laugh. Synonym amusing 
comic book /'komik buk/ noun US a 
children’s book with cartoon stories 
comic Strip /'komik strip/ noun a series 
of small pictures telling a story or joke, usu¬ 
ally printed in a magazine or newspaper 
(D coming /'kAmip/ adj which is approach¬ 
ing O their coming silver wedding anniver¬ 
sary O The newspaper tells you what will 
happen in the coming week in Parliament. 
Synonym forthcoming. Antonym past ■ 
noun an arrival. Synonym emergence. Ant¬ 
onym departure 

comings and goings /.kAmirjz on 
'gouirjz/ plural noun lots of movement 
comma /'komo/ noun 1. punctuation mark 
(,) showing a break in the meaning of a sen¬ 
tence O Use a comma between each item 
listed in this sentence. 2. a small brown but¬ 
terfly with ragged wings, and a little white 
mark, like a comma, on the underside of each 
wing 

(D command /ko'maind/ noun 1. an order 
O The general gave the command to attack. □ 
in command of in charge of 2. knowledge of 
a particular subject, especially a language O 
She has a good command of French. ■ verb 
1. to order O He commanded the troops to 
open fire on the rebels. 2. to be in charge of 
O He commands a group of guerillas. 
commandant /'komondasnt/ noun the of¬ 
ficer in charge of something such as a mili¬ 
tary base. Synonym superior 
commandeer /.komon'dio/ verb to take 
over property to be used by the armed forces 
commander /ko'mamdo/ noun 1. the of¬ 
ficer in charge of an a group of soldiers or a 
ship O The commander must make sure that 
all his soldiers know exactly what they must 
do. 2. a rank in the navy below captain 
commander-in-chief /ko.maindor in 
'tji:f/ noun a person who is in charge of all 
the armed services of a country (NOTE: The 
plural is commanders-in-chief.) 
commanding /ko'mamdir)/ adj 1. in au¬ 
thority, in command 2. full of authority O He 
spoke with a commanding voice and every¬ 
one listened. 3. □ to have a commanding 
lead to be in a position in which you are very 
likely to win O The Russian team has a com- 


commanding officer 

manding lead in the tournament. 4. which 
dominates O The castle occupies a com¬ 
manding position on the hill above the town. 
O The commanding presence of Henry VIII 
dominated the court. 

commanding officer /ka.maindir) 
'ofiso/ noun the officer in command 
commandment /ko'maindmont/ noun a 
rule 

commando /ko'mamdou/ noun 1. a 
group of soldiers who are specially trained to 
attack under difficult circumstances O They 
planned a commando attack on the harbour. 
2. a member of such a group of soldiers O 
Masked commandos burst in through the 
door. (NOTE: The plural is commandos.) 

<S> commemorate /ko'memoreit/ verb to 
celebrate the memory of someone, a special 
occasion, etc. 

commemorative /ko'mem^rotrv/ adj 
which commemorates. Synonym memorial 
<S> commence /ko'mens/ verb to begin. 
Synonym begin. Antonym terminate 
commencement /ko'mensmont/ noun 
the beginning O At the commencement of the 
service, the priest asked everyone to stand. 
Commencement /ko'mensmont/ noun 
US a day when degrees are awarded at a uni¬ 
versity or college (NOTE: The British term is 
degree day or degree ceremony.) 
commend /ko'mend/ verb to praise 
commendable /k9'mend3b(3)l/ adj 
which should be praised. Synonym praise¬ 
worthy. Antonym lamentable 
commendably /ko'mendobli/ adv in a 
way which should be praised 
commensurate /ko'menjorot/ adj ( for¬ 
mal) □ commensurate with in proportion to 
® comment /'koment/ noun 1. words 
showing what you feel about something O 
His comments were widely reported in the 
newspapers. O The man made a rude com¬ 
ment accompanied by some very offensive 
gestures. □ ‘no comment’ I refuse to discuss 
it in public 2. the discussion of a question O 
The scandal aroused considerable comment 
in the press. O It is a sad comment on modern 
values that we spend more money on arms 
than on helping the poor. (NOTE: no plural in 
this meaning) ■ verb □ to comment on 
something to make a remark about some¬ 
thing O He commented on the lack of towels 
in the bathroom. Synonym observe 
commentary /'komont^ri/ noun 1. a 
spoken report on a football match, horse race, 
etc. O The match is being shown on Channel 
4 with live commentary also on the radio. 2. 
remarks about a book, a problem, etc. O For 
intelligent commentary on current events you 
should read the ‘Spectator’. (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is commentaries.) 


commission 

commentate /'komonteit/ verb to de¬ 
scribe on radio or TV what is happening at an 
event 

commentator /'komonteito/ noun a per¬ 
son who reports events as they happen, on 
the radio or TV 

commerce /'kornsis/ noun the buying and 
selling of goods and services. Synonym 

trade 

® commercial /k3'm3:J(3)l/ adj 1. refer¬ 
ring to business O He is a specialist in com¬ 
mercial law. 2. used for business purposes, 
not private or military O He left the air force 
and became a commercial airline pilot. O 
The company makes commercial vehicles 
such as taxis and buses. 3. profitable O Our 
commercial future looks doubtful. □ not a 
commercial proposition not likely to make 
a profit ■ noun an advertisement on televi¬ 
sion O Our TV commercial attracted a lot of 
interest. 

commercial break /k3,m3:J(3)l 'breik/ 
noun a short period between TV programmes 
or parts of programmes when advertisements 
are shown 

commercialised /ko'msijolaizd/, com¬ 
mercialized adj dominated by businesses or 
by an emphasis on making profit 
commercialism /k9 l m3:J'(o)liz(9)m/ 
noun 1. the principles and methods of buying 
and selling goods and services 2. emphasis 
on making a profit rather than on quality 
commercially /k3'm3ij*(3)li/ adv from a 
business point of view □ not commercially 
viable not likely to make a profit 
commiserate /ko'mizoreit/ verb □ to 
commiserate with someone to sympathise 
with someone 

<S> commission /ko'miJ(3)n/ noun 1. a 
group of people which investigates problems 
of national importance O The government 
has appointed a commission to look into the 
problem of drugs in schools. 2. an order for 
something to be made or to be used O He re¬ 
ceived a commission to paint the portrait of 
the Prime Minister. 3. percentage of sales 
value given to the sales representative o She 
gets 15% commission on everything she sells. 
O He charges 10% commission. 4. an order 
making someone an officer O He has a com¬ 
mission in the Royal Marines. 5. □ out of 
commission not working o The lift’s out of 
commission so you ’ll have to use the stairs. ■ 
verb 1 . to authorise someone such as an artist 
or architect to do a piece of work; to author¬ 
ise a piece of work to be done O The maga¬ 
zine commissioned him to write a series of 
articles on Germany. O The statue was com¬ 
missioned by the veterans’ association. 2. to 
make someone an officer O He was commis¬ 
sioned into the guards. 
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commissionaire 

commissionaire /ko.mijo'neo/ noun a 
man who stands at the door of a building 
such as a restaurant, hotel, or club, to wel¬ 
come people in. Synonym doorman 
commissioner /ko'miJXoJno/ noun a rep¬ 
resentative of authority □ commissioner of 
police the highest ranking police officer □ 
High Commissioner an ambassador of a 
Commonwealth country O The Indian High 
Commissioner made a speech. 

(D commit /ko'mit/ verb 1. to carry out a 
crime O The gang committed six robberies 
before they were caught. O He said he was on 
holiday in Spain when the murder was com¬ 
mitted. 2. □ to commit suicide to kill 
yourself 

(D commitment /ko'mitmont/ noun 1. a 
promise to pay money O He has difficulty in 
meeting his commitments. 2. an agreement to 
do something O She made a firm commitment 
to be more punctual in future. O We have the 
photocopier on one week’s trial, with no 
commitment to buy. 

committal /ko'mitto)!/ noun the sending 
of a prisoner for trial 

committed /ko'mitid/ adj firmly believing 
in. Synonym devoted 

(D committee /ko'miti/ noun an official 
group of people who organise or discuss 
things for a larger body O The town council 
has set up a committee to look into sports fa¬ 
cilities. O Committee members will be asked 
to vote on the proposal. □ to be on a com¬ 
mittee to be a member of a committee O 
He's on the finance committee. 
commodity /ko'moditi/ noun a product 
sold in very large quantities, especially raw 
materials such as silver and tin and food such 
as com or coffee 

commodore /'kDmodo:/ noun 1. a rank in 
the Navy above a captain O Several retired 
admirals and commodores attended his fu¬ 
neral. 2. a person who is in charge of a yacht 
club O The Commodore of the yacht club 
started the race. 

3) common /'kornon/ adj 1. which happens 
often, or which you find everywhere O The 
plane tree is a very common tree in towns. O 
It’s very common for people to get colds in 
winter. 2. belonging to two or more people O 
The two countries have a common frontier. O 
Blue eyes are not common to all the members 
of our family. □ common ownership the 
ownership of a property by a group of people 
□ in common shared by two or more people 
O They have two things in common - they are 
both Welsh and they are both left-handed. ■ 
noun land which belongs to a community o 
We went walking on the common. (NOTE: 
now mainly used in names of places: Clap- 
ham Common, Wimbledon Common, 
etc.) 


common cold /.komon 'kould/ noun a 
minor illness which makes you sneeze and 
cough 

commoner /'komono/ noun an ordinary 
citizen, not a nobleman 
common ground /.komon graund/ 
noun the things that two or more people or 
groups agree upon 

common knowledge ^kornon 'nDlid 3 / 
noun something that is generally known 
common law /.komon 'lo:/ noun a law as 
laid down in decisions of courts, rather than 
by statute □ common-law wife a woman 
who is living with a man as his wife without 
being married 

(D commonly /'komonli/ adv often. Syn¬ 
onym usually. Antonym unusually 
common-or-garden /.komon o: 'ga:dn/ 
adj very ordinary 

commonplace /'kDmonpleis/ adj ordi¬ 
nary, or happening frequently 
common room /'komon ru:m/ noun a 
room in which a particular group of people, 
e.g. senior students, can relax 
common sense /.komon 'sens/ noun or¬ 
dinary good sense 

commonwealth /'komonwelB/ noun 1. a 
group of states 2. a republic O the Common¬ 
wealth of Massachusetts 
commotion /ko'mouf^n/ noun confu¬ 
sion or trouble 

communal /'kDmjiml, ko'mjuinl/ adj be¬ 
longing to, or able to be used by, several 
people 

communally /k3'mju:n(o)li/ adv done by 
several people together 
commune noun /'komjuin/ a group of 
people who live together sharing everything 
O What is it like to live in a commune? Syn¬ 
onym community ■ verb /ko'mjuin/ □ to 
commune with someone or something to 
communicate with the spirit of someone or 
something ( formal) o She just wants to sit on 
the grassy hill, communing with nature. Syn¬ 
onym communicate 

(D communicate /ko'mjuinikeit/ verb 1. 
to send or give information to someone O Al¬ 
though she is unable to speak, she can still 
communicate by using her hands. O He finds 
it impossible to communicate with his staff. O 
Communicating with our office in London 
has been quicker since we installed the fax. 
2. to connect with □ communicating rooms 
two rooms with a connecting door between 
them □ communicating door a door be¬ 
tween two rooms O The communicating door 
is kept locked at all times. 

(D communication /ko.mjuini'kei^n/ 
noun 1. the passing of information O Email 
is the most rapid means of communication. O 
It is not a happy school - there is no commu- 
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nication between the head teacher and the 
other members of staff □ to enter into com¬ 
munication with someone to start discuss¬ 
ing something with someone, usually in 
writing O We have entered into communica¬ 
tion with their solicitors. 2. an official mes¬ 
sage O We had a communication from the 
local tax inspector. 

communicative /ko'mjuinikotiv/ adj 1. 
friendly and keen to communicate 2. relating 
to communication, or the ability to 
communicate 

<S> communion /ko'mjuinion/ noun 1. fel¬ 
lowship with someone 2. □ Holy Commu¬ 
nion a Christian ceremony where bread is 
eaten and wine drunk in memory of Christ’s 
Last Supper O The communion service will 
be taken by the vicar. 

communion wafer /ko'mjuinion 
,weifo/ noun a thin round piece of bread 
eaten at mass or communion 
communique /ko'mjuimkei/ noun an of¬ 
ficial announcement 

communism /'kDmjuniz(9)m/ noun a so¬ 
cial system in which all property is owned 
and shared by the society as a whole and not 
by individual people 

communist /'komjunist/ adj referring to 
communism O The Communist Party is hold¬ 
ing its annual meeting this weekend. ■ noun 
a person who believes in communism, espe¬ 
cially a member of the Communist Party O 
He was a Communist all his life. O The Com¬ 
munists have three seats on the city council. 
Synonym socialist 

(D community /ko'mjuiniti/ noun a group 
of people living in one area O The local com¬ 
munity is worried about the level of violence 
in the streets. 

community centre /ko'mjuimti .sento/ 
noun a building providing sports or arts facil¬ 
ities for a community 

community service /ko.mjumiti 
's3ivis/ noun unpaid work for the benefit of 
the local community, usually done as a sen¬ 
tence for some minor crime 
(D commute /ko'mjuit/ verb 1. to travel to 
work from home each day O He commutes 
from Oxford to his office in the centre of Lon¬ 
don. 2. to reduce a legal penalty O The prison 
sentence was commuted to a fine. O His 
death sentence was commuted to life impris¬ 
onment. 3. to exchange one type of payment 
for another O His pension has been com¬ 
muted to a lump sum payment. 

(3) commuter /ko'mjuito/ noun a person 
who travels to work in town every day 
compact adj /kom'paekt/ small; close to¬ 
gether O The computer system is small and 
very compact. ■ noun /'kompsekt/1. a small 
family car 2. an agreement O The two compa¬ 


compare 

nies signed a compact to share their research 
findings. 

d) companion /kom'paenjon/ noun a per¬ 
son or animal who lives with someone 
companionable /kom'pasnjonob^)!/ adj 
friendly 

companionship /kom'pasnjonfip/ noun 
friendship 

® company /'kAmp(o)ni/ noun 1. a com¬ 
mercial firm O It is company policy not 
to allow smoking anywhere in the offices. O 
The company has taken on three secretaries. 
O She runs an electrical company. O He set 
up a computer company. (NOTE: usually writ¬ 
ten Co. in names: Smith & Co. The plural is 
companies in this meaning.) 2. being to¬ 
gether with other people O I enjoy the com¬ 
pany of young people. O She went to Paris in 
company with or in the company of three 
other girls from college. □ he is good com¬ 
pany he’s a very entertaining person to be 
with □ to keep someone company to be with 
someone to prevent them from feeling lonely 
O Would you like to come with me to keep me 
company? □ to part company to split up O 
We parted company when we couldn ’t agree 
on how to develop the business. □ to get into 
bad company to start spending time with 
bad companions 3. a group of people who 
work together □ a ship’s company the crew 
of a ship 4. (in the army) a part of a battalion, 
a group of men commanded by a captain 
company car /.kAmpfojni 'kail noun a 
car which belongs to a company and is lent to 
an employee to use for business or other 
purposes 

company law /,kAmp(3)ni 'b:/ noun 
laws which refer to the way companies work 
comparable / l kDmp(3)rob(9)l/ adj which 
are similar or which can be compared 
comparative /kom'paerotiv/ adj to a cer¬ 
tain extent, when considered next to some¬ 
thing else O Judged by last year’s 
performance it is a comparative improve¬ 
ment. Synonym relative. Antonym absolute 
■ noun the form of an adjective or adverb 
showing an increase in level O ‘Happier’, 
‘better’ and ‘more often’ are the compara¬ 
tives of ‘happy ’, ‘good ’ and ‘often. ’ 
COMMENT: Comparatives are usually 
formed by adding the suffix -er to the adjec¬ 
tive: ‘quicker’ from ‘quick’, for example; in 
the case of long adjectives, they are formed 
by putting ‘more’ in front of the adjective: 
‘more comfortable’, ‘more expensive’, and 
so on. 

<D comparatively /kom'pasrotivli/ adv to 
a certain extent, more than something else 
(D compare /kom'peo/ verb □ to compare 
something with, to something else to look 
at two things side by side to see how they are 


compared 

different O if you compare the situation in 
France with that in Britain 
(D compared /kom'peod/ adjn compared 
to or with when you compare it to O 
Compared with my Rolls Royce, your car is 
tiny. O Compared to last year, this summer 
was cold. 

(D comparison /kom'pasris^jn/ noun the 
act of comparing O This year, July was cold 
in comparison with last year. □ there is no 
comparison between them one is much 
better than the other 

@ compartment /kom'paitmont/ noun 1. 
a division inside something O the freezing 
compartment of a fridge O The box is divided 
into several compartments. 2. a separate sec¬ 
tion in a railway carriage, or in a ship O 
There are no compartments in these trains. O 
The hold is divided into watertight 
compartments. 

d> compass /'kAmpos/ noun 1. a device 
which indicates the north by means of a mag¬ 
netic needle on a dial O They were lost in the 
mountains without a compass. □ the points 
of the compass the different directions, 
north, south, east and west 2. □ a pair of 
compasses a device for drawing a circle 
compassion /kom'paeJXojn/ noun a feel¬ 
ing of sympathy for someone unfortunate. 
Synonym pity □ to have compassion on 
someone to feel sorry for someone O The 
president had compassion on the prisoners 
and had them released. 
compassionate /kom'pasJXojnot/ adj 
showing sympathy with someone who is ill, 
etc. Synonym sympathetic 
compassionate leave /kom.pceJXojnot 
'liiv/ noun permission to have time off work 
because someone has died, is ill, etc. 
compassionately /ksm'paeJOjnotli/ 
adv showing sympathy with someone 
compatibility /kom.pasti'biliti/ noun the 
ability to fit together 

compatible /k9m'paetib(9)l/ adj □ com¬ 
patible with something able to fit or work 
with something O Make sure the two com¬ 
puter systems are compatible. 
compatriot /kom'paetriot/ noun a person 
from the same country 

(D compel /kom'pel/ verb to force (NOTE: 
compelling - compelled) 
compelling /kom'pelig/ adj 1. which 
forces you to do something O He used a very 
compelling argument against capital punish¬ 
ment. 2. very exciting or interesting 
compensate /'komponseit/ verb □ to 
compensate someone for something to pay 
for damage, for a loss O They agreed to com¬ 
pensate her for damage to her car. O The air¬ 
line refused to compensate him when his 
baggage was lost. 


competitor 

<D compensation /.krnnpon'seiJXojn/ 
noun 1. payment for damage or loss o The 
airline refused to pay any compensation for 
his lost luggage. O You must submit a claim 
for compensation to the insurance company 
within two weeks. 2. something that makes 
up for something bad O Working in the cen¬ 
tre of London has its compensations. O Four 
weeks’ holiday is no compensation for a 
year’s work in that office. 

(D compete /kom'piit/ verb to try to win a 
race or a game O He is competing in both the 
100 and 200 metre races. □ to compete with 
someone or something to try to beat some¬ 
one or something in an activity such as sport 
or trade O We have to compete with cheap 
imports from the Far East. 

(D competence /'kDmpit(o)ns/ noun 1. 
the quality of being able or efficient at a job 
O Does she have the necessary competence 
in foreign languages? O After this latest di¬ 
saster, his competence to handle the job 
seems doubtful. 2. the quality of being legally 
suitable or qualified to do something O The 
case falls within the competence of the tribu¬ 
nal. O This is outside the competence of this 
court. 

competent /'kmnpit(3)nt/ adj 1. legally 
able to do something O The court is not com¬ 
petent to deal with this case. 2. efficient O 
She is a very competent manager. 3. quite 
good, but not brilliant O He’s quite compe¬ 
tent at maths. O She’s a competent golfer. 
competing /kom'piitir)/ adj who or which 
are in competition 

(D competition /.kDmpo'tiJXojn/ noun 1. a 
sport or game where several teams or people 
enter and each tries to win O France were 
winner's of the competition. O He won first 
prize in the piano competition. O The compe¬ 
tition is open to everybody. (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral in this meaning is competitions.) 2. a 
situation in business in which one person or 
company is trying to do better than another O 
Our main competition comes from the big su¬ 
permarkets. O We have to keep our prices 
low because of competition from cheap im¬ 
ports. 3. people or companies who are trying 
to do better than you O We have lowered our 
prices to try to beat the competition. O The 
competition is or at'e planning to reduce their 
prices. (NOTE: singular in this meaning, but 
can take a plural verb) 

@ competitive /kom'petitiv/ acjf 1. liking 
to win competitions O He’s very competitive. 
2. involving competition 3. □ competitive 
prices prices which are lower or no higher 
than those of rival firms O We must keep our 
prices competitive if we want to stay in 
business. 

competitor /kom'petito/ noun 1. a person 
who enters a competition O All the competi- 
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tors lined up for the start of the marathon. 2. 
a company which competes O Two German 
firms are our main competitors. 
compilation /.kDmpi'leiJYajn/ noun 1. 
the process of putting things together in a list 
or book O The compilation of a dictionary is 
a never-ending task. 2. a work which has 
been compiled O His compilation of jokes 
from 19th century magazines has just been 
published. 

(D compile /kam'pail/ verb 1 . to draw up a 
list O She compiled a list of all her friends 
whose names started with the letter ‘R'. O 
They have compiled a mass of data on space 
flights. 2. to write a dictionary O Dr Johnson 
used many helpers to compile his dictionary. 
complacency /k3m'pleis(9)nsi/ noun the 
fact of being complacent 
complacent /kom'pleis(3)nt/ adj satisfied 
with yourself. Synonym satisfied 
(D complain /ksm'plein/ verb to say that 
something is no good or does not work prop¬ 
erly ( formal ) O The shop is so cold the staff 
have started complaining. O She complained 
about the service. O They are complaining 
that our prices are too high. O She com¬ 
plained that no one spoke English in the ho¬ 
tel. (NOTE: You complain to someone 
about somethinq or that somethinq is no 
good.) 

(D complaint /kam'pleint/ noun 1. an act 
of saying that something is wrong O She sent 
her letter of complaint to the managing di¬ 
rector. O You must file your complaint with 
the relevant department. 2. an illness O She 
was admitted to hospital with a kidney 
complaint. 

d> complement noun /'komplimont/1. a 
thing which adds to or fits in with something 
else O Mint sauce is the perfect complement 
to roast lamb. 2. □ a ship’s complement the 
full crew of a ship 3. a noun or adjective 
which follows the verbs ‘be’ or ‘become’ O 
In the sentence ‘he ’s a big boy ’ the words ‘a 
big boy ’ are the complement of the verb ‘is ’. 
■ verb /'kDmpliment/ to fit in with some¬ 
thing O The two colours complement each 
other perfectly. O Her jewellery comple¬ 
mented the colour of her hair. (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with compliment.) 
complementary / 1 kDmpli'ment(9)ri/ adj 
which fits in with something by offering 
things which the other thing does not have 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with complimen¬ 
tary.) 

complementary medicine 

/,kDmpliment(9)ri 'med(9)sin/ noun a type 
of medicine such as homeopathy and acu¬ 
puncture which can be used alongside tradi¬ 
tional medicine 

® complete /ksm'pliit/ adj 1. with all its 
parts O He has a complete set of the new 


complication 

stamps. O We have to study the complete 
works of Shakespeare. 2. total O The trip was 
a complete waste of money. ■ verb 1. to fin¬ 
ish O The builders completed the whole job 
in two days. 2. to fill in a form O When you 
have completed the application form, send it 
to us in the envelope provided. 

(D completely /kam'pliitli/ adv totally o 
The town was completely destroyed in the 
earthquake. O I completely forgot about my 
dentist’s appointment. Synonym totally. 
Antonym partially 

completion /kam'pliiJXajn/ noun the act 
of finishing O With the completion of the 
Channel Tunnel, travel to France became 
much easier. O The bridge is nearing com¬ 
pletion. □ the completion of a contract the 
signing of a contract. Synonym conclusion. 
Antonym start 

® complex /'kompleks/ adj complicated o 
The committee is discussing the complex 
problem of the site for the new hospital. O 
The specifications for the machine are very 
complex. ■ noun 1. a series of buildings o 
The council has built a new sports complex. 
O An industrial complex is planned on the 
site of the old steel works. 2. (in psychiatry) a 
group of ideas which are based on an experi¬ 
ence that you had in the past, and which in¬ 
fluence the way you behave O He has a 
complex about going bald. O Stop talking 
about her height - you ’ll give her a complex 
about it. 

complexion /kam'plekj’sn/ noun the col¬ 
our of the skin on your face 
(D complexity /kam'pleksiti/ noun being 
complex O The report was delayed because 
of the complexity of the problems. 

(D compliance /kam'plaisns/ noun agree¬ 
ment to do what is ordered 
compliant /kam'plaiant/ adj agreeing to 
do something or to obey the rules 
(D complicate /'kmnplikeit/ verb to make 
things complicated. Antonym simplify 
® complicated /'komplikeitid/ adj with 
many small details; difficult to understand O 
It is a complicated subject. O It’s all getting 
too complicated - let’s try and keep it simple. 
O Chess has quite complicated rules. O The 
route to get to our house is rather compli¬ 
cated, so I’ll draw you a map. Synonym 
complex 

complication ^kDmpli'keiJXajn/ noun 1. 
a complicated situation O It all seems quite 
simple to me - what’s the complication? 2 . 
an illness occurring because of or during an¬ 
other illness O She appeared to be getting 
better, but complications set in. 3. more trou¬ 
ble O All these forms which we have to fill in 
just create further complications. 
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complicity /kom'plisiti/ noun the fact of 
being involved in a crime as an accomplice. 
Synonym involvement 
© compliment noun /'komplimont/ 1. a 
remark which praises someone or something 
O She blushed when she read his compli¬ 
ments on her dancing. □ to be fishing for 
compliments to tiy to get someone to say 
nice things about you □ to pay someone a 
compliment to praise someone, or to do 
something which shows you appreciate 
someone O They paid her the compliment of 
asking her to speak to the meeting. 2. □ send 
him my compliments give him my good 
wishes □ with the compliments of with 
good wishes from O A box of chocolates with 
the compliments of the manager or with the 
manager’s compliments. O Please accept 
these flowers with my compliments. ■ verb 
/'kompliment/ to praise O The management 
compliments the staff on an excellent turn¬ 
over this year. O I would like to compliment 
the chef on an excellent meal. Synonym flat¬ 
ter. Antonym criticise (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with complement.) 

© complimentary /,kDmpli'ment(o)ri/ 
adj 1. full of praise O He was very compli¬ 
mentary about her dress. O The reviews of 
his book are very complimentary. 2. □ com¬ 
plimentary ticket a free ticket, sent to a 
friend or business associate O Resale of com¬ 
plimentary tickets is not allowed by the club. 
compliments slip /'komplimonts slip/ 
noun a piece of paper with the name of the 
company printed on it, sent with documents, 
gifts, etc., instead of a letter 
© component /kom'pounont/ adj which 
forms part of a larger machine, etc. O They 
supply component parts for washing ma¬ 
chines. ■ noun a small piece in a larger ma¬ 
chine O a components manufacturer O The 
assembly line stopped because they ran out 
of components. Synonym part 
compose /kom'pouz/ verb 1. to write 
something, using your intelligence O He sat 
down to compose a letter to his family. O It 
took Mozart only three days to compose his 
fifth piano concerto. O Who composed the 
music to ‘Doctor Zhivago ’? 2. □ to compose 
yourself to make yourself calm ( formal ) o 
She paused for a while to compose herself 
before going out on stage again. 
composed /kom'pouzd / adj 1. □ com¬ 
posed of made up of O a group composed of 
three girls and their boyfriends 2. not flus¬ 
tered O The accused man sat in the dock 
looking very calm and composed. 
composer /kom'pouzo/ noun a person 
who writes music. Synonym creator 
composite /'kompozit/ adj made of sev¬ 
eral different parts. Synonym compound 


comprehensive school 

© composition /.kompo'ziJXojn/ noun 1. 
how something is made up O Scientists are 
trying to establish the composition of the 
rock sample from the moon. 2. something 
which has been composed, e.g. a poem or 
piece of music O We will now play a 
well-known composition by Dowland. 3. an 
essay or piece of writing on a special subject 
O We had three hours to write a composition 
on ‘pollution’. 

compost /'kompost/ noun rotted leaves, 
etc., used as a fertiliser □ compost heap 
leaves and garden waste piled up in a garden 
and left to rot O Grass clippings can be piled 
on top of the compost heap. 
composure /kom'pouso/ noun calmness. 
Synonym equanimity 

© compound adj /'kompaund/ made up 
of several parts ■ noun /'kompaund/ 1. a 
chemical made up of two or more elements O 
Water is a compound of hydrogen and oxy¬ 
gen. 2. buildings and land enclosed by a 
fence O Guard dogs patrol the compound at 
night. O Soldiers were guarding the embassy 
compound. 3. a word made from two or more 
separate words, e.g. ‘peace process’ ■ verb 
/kom'paund/ 1. to make something worse 2. 
to agree with creditors to pay part of the 
money owed 

compound fracture /.kompaund 
'fraektjo/ noun a fracture where the broken 
bone has gone through the skin 
compound interest /.kompaund 
'introst/ noun interest calculated on the orig¬ 
inal total plus any previous interest. Compare 
simple interest 

comprehend /.kompri'hend/ verb to un¬ 
derstand ( formal) 

comprehensible /,kompri'hens9b(3)l/ 
adj which can be understood. Synonym un¬ 
derstandable. Antonym unintelligible 
© comprehension /.kompn'henfon/ 
noun understanding □ beyond someone’s 
comprehension quite impossible for some¬ 
one to understand O His actions are beyond 
my comprehension. 

© comprehensive adj /.kompri'hensiv/ 
which includes everything. Synonym com¬ 
plete ■ noun same as comprehensive 
school 

comprehensive education 

/.komprihensiv .edju'keiJXojn/ noun an 
education system for all children without any 
selection according to ability 
comprehensive insurance 

/.komprihensiv in'Juorons/ noun an insur¬ 
ance policy which covers you against all 
risks which are likely to happen 
comprehensive school /.kompri- 
'hensiv skuil/ noun a state school for chil¬ 
dren of all abilities 
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compress 

compress noun /'kompres/ a pad of cloth, 
sometimes soaked in hot or cold liquid, 
placed on the skin to relieve pain or to force 
pus out of an infected wound O She applied a 
cold compress to the bruise. O The nurse ap¬ 
plied a dry compress to his bleeding knee. 
(NOTE: The plural is compresses.) ■ verb 
/kom'pres/ to squeeze into a small space o 
The garden centre sells peat compressed into 
large bags. O I tried to compress the data 
onto one page, but couldn’t do it. 

(D comprise /kom'praiz/ verb to be made 
up of. Synonym include □ to be comprised 
of to be made up of O The exam is comprised 
of two written papers and an oral. 
compromise /'kompromaiz/ noun an 
agreement between two opposing sides, 
where each side gives way a little o They 
reached a compromise after some discussion. 
O There is no question of a compromise with 
the terrorists. ■ verb 1 . to come to an agree¬ 
ment by giving way a little O He asked £15 
for it, I offered £7 and we compromised on 
£10. O The government has refused to com¬ 
promise with the terrorists. 2. to put someone 
in a difficult position O Now that he has been 
compromised, he has had to withdraw as a 
candidate. 3. to do something which reveals 
a secret O The security code has been 
compromised. 

compromising /'kompromaizir)/ adj 
embarrassing 

compulsion /kom'pAlJon/ noun a force or 
urge 

compulsive /kom'pAlsiv/ adj not able to 
stop yourself doing something 
compulsory /kom'pAlsori/ adj which ev¬ 
eryone is forced to do O a compulsory injec¬ 
tion against cholera O It is compulsory to 
wear a crash helmet on a motorcycle. Ant¬ 
onym optional 

compunction /kom'pArjkJon/ noun 
guilty and sad feelings about something you 
have done. Synonym regret 
(D compute /kom'pjuit/ verb to work out 
an amount. Synonym calculate 
<D computer /kom'pjuito/ noun an elec¬ 
tronic machine which calculates and keeps 
information automatically O All the com¬ 
pany ’s records are on computer. 
computer-aided design /kom.pjuitor 
,eidid di'zain/ noun the use of computer 
software in designing things 
computer game /kom'pjuito geim/ 
noun a game which you can play on a com¬ 
puter, using a special program 
computerise /kom'pjuitoraiz/, comput¬ 
erize verb 1. to change from a manual sys¬ 
tem to one using computers O Our booking 
system has been completely computerised. 2. 
to calculate or work by a computer O We get 
computerised pay cheques. 3. to equip an or¬ 


conceive 

ganisation such as a business or school with 
computers O The school is becoming comput¬ 
erised, but we still have only one computer 
per class. O Supermarket checkouts are fully 
computerised. 

computer-literacy /kom.pjuito 

'lit(9)rosi/ noun the fact of being able to use 
a computer 

computer-literate /kom.pjuito 

'lit(9)r9t/ adj able to use a computer 
computing /kom'pjuitig/ noun the use of 
computers 

comrade /'komreid/ noun 1 . a friend or 
companion, especially a soldier O We re¬ 
member old comrades buried in foreign cem¬ 
eteries. 2. a fellow member of a socialist or 
communist party O All comrades must attend 
the party meeting. 3. a form of address to a 
fellow member of a socialist or communist 
party O Comrades, we must fight to establish 
the right to union membership. 
comradeship /'komreidjip/ noun fellow¬ 
ship or friendliness 

(D con /kDn/ noun 1 . a trick done to try to 
get money from someone O Trying to get us 
to pay him for ten hours’ work was just a 
con. | conman 2. □ the pros and cons the 
arguments for and against something O You 
have to weigh up all the pros and cons before 
coming to a decision. ■ verb to trick some¬ 
one to try to get money O They conned the 
bank into lending them £25,000. O He 
conned the old lady out of all her savings. 
(NOTE: conning - conned) 
concave /'konkeiv/ adj (of a surface) 
rounded inwards like the inside of a spoon 
conceal /kon'siil/ verb to hide something 
or put it where it camiot be seen 
concealed /kon'siild/ adj hidden or diffi¬ 
cult to see 

concede /kon'siid/ verb 1 . to admit that 
you are wrong O She conceded that this time 
she had been mistaken. 2. □ to concede de¬ 
feat to admit that you have lost O With half 
the votes counted, the presidential candidate 
conceded defeat. O After sixteen moves, the 
chess champion had to concede defeat. 
conceit /kon'siit/ noun a high opinion of 
yourself 

conceited /kon'siitid/ adj thinking too 
much of yourself 

conceivable /k9n'si:vob(3)l/ adj which 
can be imagined. Synonym imaginable 
conceivably /kon'siivobli/ adv in a con¬ 
ceivable way 

conceive /kon'sirv/ verb 1 . to become 
pregnant O After two years of marriage she 
was beginning to think she would never con¬ 
ceive. 2. □ to be conceived (of a child) to 
start existence in the womb O Our little girl 
was conceived during a power cut in New 
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York. 3. to think up a plan O They conceived 
the idea for a self-cleaning oven. 4. to imag¬ 
ine O I can’t conceive of any occasion where 
I would wear a dress like that. O It is difficult 
to conceive how people can be so cruel. 

© concentrate /'konsontreit/ verb 1. to 
be very attentive O The exam candidates 
were all concentrating hard when someone 
started to giggle. □ to concentrate on some¬ 
thing to pay special attention to something O 
Don’t talk - he’s trying to concentrate on his 
homework. O The salesmen are supposed to 
concentrate on getting orders. 2. to put ev¬ 
erything together in one place O The enemy 
guns are concentrated on top of that hill. ■ 
noun a substance which has been concen¬ 
trated by extracting some of the water in it O 
lemon concentrate 

© concentrated /'konsontreitid/ adj 1. 
from which water has been extracted, so giv¬ 
ing a very strong taste O a bottle of concen¬ 
trated orange juice 2. very determined to do 
something O With a little concentrated effort 
we should be able to do it. 

© concentration /.konson'treiJX^n/ 
noun 1. thinking carefully about something 
O A loud conversation in the next room dis¬ 
turbed my concentration. O His concentra¬ 
tion slipped and he lost the next two games. 
2. the grouping of a lot of things in one area 
O the concentration of computer companies 
in the south of Scotland O The concentration 
of wild animals round the water hole makes it 
easy for lions to catch their prey. 
concentration camp /.konson'treiJXojn 
kaemp/ noun a harsh camp, often for political 
prisoners 

concentric /kon'sentrik/ adj used for de¬ 
scribing circles and spheres of different sizes 
with the same centre 

© concept /'konsept/ noun a philosophi¬ 
cal idea O The concept of punctuation and 
grammar is completely foreign to her. O Our 
children have absolutely no concept of 
tidiness. 

© conception /kon'sepjon/ noun 1. the 
fact of becoming pregnant O Birth takes 
place about nine months after conception. 2. 
an idea O She has no conception of the time it 
takes to learn Russian. 

conceptual /kon'septjuol/ adj referring to 
concepts 

© concern /kon's3:n/ noun 1. worry o 
She’s a cause of great concern to her family. 
2. interest O My main concern is to ensure 
that we all enjoy ourselves. O The teachers 
showed no concern at all for the children’s 
safety. □ it is not someone’s concern it’s 
nothing to do with someone O I don’t care 
what they do with the money - it’s not my 
concern. 3. a company or business O a big 
German chemical concern ■ verb 1 . to have 


a particular thing as a subject □ the letter 
concerns you the letter is about you □ that 
does not concern him it has nothing to do 
with him □ as far as something is con¬ 
cerned used for introducing the subject of a 
comment □ to concern yourself with to deal 
with O You needn’t concern yourself with 
cleaning the shop. 2. to make someone worry 
O It concerns me that he is always late for 
work. 

© concerned /kon'ssind/ adj worried o 
She looked concerned. O I could tell some¬ 
thing was wrong by the concerned look on 
her face. O We are concerned about her be¬ 
haviour - do you think she is having prob¬ 
lems at school? Synonym worried. Antonym 
carefree 

© concerning /kon'ssimr)/ prep dealing 
with ( formal ) O He filled in a questionnaire 
concerning holidays. O I’d like to speak to 
Mr Robinson concerning his application for 
insurance. O Anyone with information con¬ 
cerning this person should get in touch with 
the police. 

© concert /'kDnsot/ noun 1. a programme 
of music played in public O I’m sorry, the 
concert is sold out. O I couldn’t go to the 
concert, so I gave my ticket to a friend. 2. □ 
in concert done or planned together with 
someone else O They acted in concert to pre¬ 
vent the takeover. 

concerted /k9n's3itid/ adj involving plan¬ 
ning or working together in a determined 
way O Our success was the result of a con¬ 
certed effort on the part of all the team. O We 
must make a concerted attack on the backlog 
of paperwork. Synonym concentrated 
concert hall /'konsot ho:l/ noun a large 
building where concerts are given 
concertina /.konsohiino/ noun a musical 
instrument you can carry, with a middle part 
which you can squeeze and a set of keys at 
either end O He played the concertina in 
cafes in Paris. ■ verb to become crushed or 
squeezed O Three coaches of the train 
concertinaed. 

concerto /kon'tjeotou/ noun a piece of 
music for a single instrument and orchestra, 
or for a small group of instruments (NOTE: 
The plural is concertos.) 
concession /kon'seJ(3)n/ noun 1. the act 
of allowing someone do something you do 
not really want them to do O We insist that 
the children are home by 8 p.m. on weekdays, 
but as a concession, we let them stay out until 
11 on Saturdays. 2. □ to make concessions 
to someone to change your plans so as to 
please someone O The Prime Minister has 
said that no concessions will be made to the 
terrorists. 3. a licence to do something O an 
oil concession 


condition 
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concessionary /kan'sej(a)nari/ noun 
given as a concession O Concessionary rates 
are offered to OAPs and students. 

concessionary fare /kan'sej(a)nari 
fea/ noun a reduced cost for travelling on 
public transport for certain types of passen¬ 
ger (such as people who work for a transport 
company) 

conciliation /kan^ili'eiJXa)!!/ noun the 
bringing together of the parties in a disagree¬ 
ment with a third party, so that the disagree¬ 
ment can be settled through a series of talks 
conciliatory /kan'siliat(a)ri/ adj which 
aims to make people agree to settle a 
disagreement 

concise /kan'sais/ adj short, using only a 
few words. Synonym brief. Antonym 
verbose 

concisely /kan'saisli/ adv in a concise 
way 

(D conclude /kan'kluid/ verb 1 . to end; to 
come to an end O He concluded by thanking 
all those who had helped arrange the exhibi¬ 
tion. O The concert concluded with a piece by 
Mozart. 2. to come to an opinion O The po¬ 
lice concluded that the thief had got into the 
building through the kitchen window. 3. □ to 
conclude an agreement with someone to ar¬ 
range an agreement with someone 
concluding /kan'kluidir)/ adj last. Syn¬ 
onym final. Antonym opening 
(D conclusion /kan'klu 13 ( 9 ) 11 / noun 1 . the 
end O At the conclusion of the trial all the ac¬ 
cused were found guilty. 2. an opinion which 
you reach after careful thought O She came to 
or reached the conclusion that he had found 
another girlfriend. O What conclusions can 
you draw from the evidence before you? 
conclusive /k9n'klu:siv/ adj which offers 
firm proof. Antonym inconclusive 
conclusively /kan'klu isrvli/ adv in a firm 
and definite way 

concoct /kan'kokt/ verb 1 . to make up or 
invent a story O However unbelievable the 
story is, it is not something which he has con¬ 
cocted. 2. to make a dish of food O I’m al¬ 
ways a bit dubious about the dishes she 
concocts for us when she invites us to dinner. 
concoction /kan'kokjan/ noun an un¬ 
usual mixture of food or drink 
concord /'kDrjkard/ noun a state of agree¬ 
ment and peace 

concordance /kan'kaidns/ noun an al¬ 
phabetical list of words used in a book or by 
a writer 

concourse /'korjkais/ noun a large en¬ 
trance area in a railways station or airport 
© concrete /'kopknit/ adj 1 . made of ce¬ 
ment and sand O a concrete path 2. real, im¬ 
portant O He had no concrete proposals to 
offer. O The police are sure he is guilty, but 


they have no concrete evidence against him. 
■ noun a mixture of cement and sand, used 
in building O Concrete was invented by the 
Romans. O The pavement is made of slabs of 
concrete. ■ verb □ to concrete something 
over to cover an area with concrete o We 
concreted over the patio. 
concrete noun /.kogkriit 'naun/ noun a 
word which gives the name of a physical 
thing, e.g. ‘clock’ or ‘elephant’ 
concubine /'korjkjubain/ noun a woman 
who lives with a man as his second wife, but 
who is not married to him 
concur /kan'k 3 i/ verb to agree (NOTE: 
concurring - concurred) 
concurrent /kan'kArant/ adj taking place 
at the same time 

concussed /kan'kASt/ adj in a state of 
concussion 

concussion /kan'kAj(a)n/ noun a shock 
to the brain caused by being hit on the head 
condemn /kan'dem/ verb 1 . to say that 
you do not approve of something O She con¬ 
demned the council for the delay. 2. to sen¬ 
tence a criminal O She was condemned to 
death. 3. to state officially that a house is not 
suitable for people to live in o The whole 
block of flats has been condemned and will 
be pulled down. 

condemnation /.kondem'neiJXa)!!/ noun 
saying that you do not approve of something 
condemned /kan'demd/ adj (of a person) 
officially told that he or she is going to die, as 
a punishment for a crime 
condensation /,kDnden'seiJ(a)n/ noun 
steam which becomes a film of water on a 
cold surface 

condense /kan'dens/ verb 1 . to reduce the 
size of something O The article was sent 
back to the author with a note asking her to 
condense it. 2. to make a liquid become 
thicker O He opened a tin of condensed soup. 
3. (of steam) to form drops of water o 
Vapour will condense when it is cooled. 
condensed milk /kan.denst 'milk/ noun 
milk which has been made thicker and 
sweeter 

condescend /.kondi'send/ verb to speak 
or to act as if you are a better person than 
someone else 

condescending /.kDndi'sendig/ adj be¬ 
having in a way which shows you think you 
are a better person than someone else 
condiment /'kondimant/ noun substances 
such as salt, pepper or mustard, used to give 
taste to food. Compare cruet 
(D condition /kan'dij‘(a)n/ noun 1 . a state 
that something or someone is in O The car is 
in very good condition considering it is over 
thirty years old. O He was taken to hospital 
when his condition got worse. 2. the state of 
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the place in which someone is living or work¬ 
ing O Conditions in the refugee camps are 
very bad. O The meterological office forecast 
poor weather conditions. 3. an illness O He is 
being treated for a heart condition. 4. an im¬ 
portant part of a deal, something which has to 
be agreed before something else is done o 
They didn’t agree with some of the conditions 
of the contract. O One of conditions of the 
deal is that the company pays all travel costs. 
□ on condition that only if O / will come on 
condition that you pay my fare. 
conditional adj /k3n'dij(9)n(9)l/ 1. pro¬ 
vided that certain things take place □ to give 
a conditional acceptance to accept some¬ 
thing, provided that certain things happen or 
certain conditions apply 2. □ conditional on 
subject to certain conditions O The offer is 
conditional on the board’s acceptance. ■ 
noun a part of a verb which shows that some¬ 
thing might happen O 7 would come’ is a 
conditional form of ‘to come. ’ 
conditionally /k9n'dij(9)n(9)li/ adv un¬ 
der certain conditions 

conditioner /kon'diJXojno/ noun a liquid 
which puts hair into good condition O The 
hairdresser asked me if I wanted some condi¬ 
tioner after the shampoo. O I always use a 
combined shampoo and conditioner. 
condo /'kondou/ noun US same as condo¬ 
minium ( informal ) 

condolences /kon'doulonsiz/ plural 
noun expressions of feeling sad, especially at 
the death of someone O He expressed his 
condolences to the company on the death of 
their founder. O We sent our condolences to 
his wife, whom we know very well. O Letters 
of condolence are still arriving at his house. 
condom /'kondom/ noun a rubber cover¬ 
ing put over the penis before sex as a protec¬ 
tion against infection and also to prevent the 
woman from becoming pregnant 
condominium /.kDnds'miniam/ noun 1. 
a system of rule of an area by two countries 
together 2. US a building where each apart¬ 
ment is owned by the person who lives in it O 
They ’re building a condominium on the site 
of the old hospital. 3. US an apartment in a 
condominium O His cousin has just bought 
an expensive condominium in Malibu. 
(NOTE: [senses 2 and 3] often shortened to 
condo) 

condone /kon'doun/ verb to excuse or for¬ 
give something such as a fault or crime 
condor /'kondo:/ noun a large South 
American bird similar to a vulture 
(D conduct noun /'kondAkt/ a way of be¬ 
having O His conduct in class is becoming 
worse. O Her conduct during the trial was re¬ 
markably calm. O He was arrested for disor¬ 
derly conduct in the High Street. ■ verb 
/kon'dAkt/ 1. to direct someone to a place or 


to direct the way in which someone does 
something O The VIPs were conducted to 
their seats. O The orchestra was conducted 
by a Russian conductor. 2. to allow some¬ 
thing such as electricity or heat to pass 
through a substance O Copper conducts elec¬ 
tricity very well. 3. to carry out O They are 
conducting an experiment into the effect of 
TV advertising. O The chairman conducted 
the negotiations very efficiently. 
conducted tour /kan.dAktid 'tuo/ noun 
something such as a walk or a journey around 
a place, led by a person who tells you about 
the place. Synonym guided tour 
(D conductor /kon'dAkto/ noun 1. a metal, 
or other substance through which heat or 
electricity can pass O Copper is a good con¬ 
ductor but plastic is not. 2. the person who 
directs an orchestra O As the orchestra 
reached the grand finale, the conductor 
started to sing. O The conductor asked the 
horns to play more softly. 3. US a person in 
charge of a train (NOTE: The British term is 
railway guard.) 

conduit /'kondjuit/ noun a tube along 
which water or gas or electricity wires can be 
passed 

<D cone /koun/ noun 1. a shape which is 
round at the base, rising to a point O He 
rolled the newspaper to form a cone. 2. a 
brightly coloured plastic cone, used to keep 
drivers away from an area of road O Part of 
the motorway has been marked off with 
cones. O Traffic cones were placed round the 
hole in the road. 

cone off /,koun 'Df/ verb to cut off part of 
a road with cones 

confectionery /kon'fekj9n(9)ri/ noun 
sweets and cakes 

Confederacy /ksn'fed^jrssi/ noun the 
group of eleven Southern states which sepa¬ 
rated from the Union and fought the North in 
the American Civil War (1861-65) 
confederate /kan'fed^jrat/ noun a per¬ 
son who has joined with others, usually to 
commit a crime O All over Europe the police 
are looking for him and his confederates. ■ 
adj referring to the southern states which sep¬ 
arated from the Union during the American 
Civil War O The Confederate Army moved 
towards Richmond. 

confederation /ksn.feds'reiJXsjn/ noun 
a group of states or organisations 
<D confer /kan'fs:/ verb 1. to discuss o The 
leader of the Council conferred with the 
Town Clerk. 2. to give something such as a 
responsibility, legal right or honour to some¬ 
one O the discretionary powers conferred on 
the tribunal by statute. Synonym award 
(D conference /'konf^jrans/ noun 1. a 
discussion O The managers had a quick con¬ 
ference to decide what action to take. □ to be 


conference call 

in conference to be in a meeting 2. a meeting 
of a group or society O The annual confer¬ 
ence of the Electricians ’ Union. O 2000 peo¬ 
ple attended the conference on genetic 
engineering. 

conference call /'kDnf(o)rons ko:l/ noun 
a telephone conversation involving three or 
more people using special equipment so that 
they can all talk to each other 
confess /kon'fes/ verb 1. to admit that you 
have done something wrong O He confessed 
to six burglaries. O She confessed that she 
had forgotten to lock the door. 2. to admit 
your sins to a priest O She went to church to 
confess to the priest. 

confession /kon'feJ(o)n/ noun 1. a state¬ 
ment in which someone admits they have 
done something wrong O The prisoner said 
his confession had been forced from him by 
the police. 2. □ to make your confession to 
admit your sins to a priest 
confessional /k3n'fej(3)n(a)l/ noun a 
small private room in a church where a priest 
hears confessions 

confetti /kon'feti/ noun small pieces of 
coloured paper thrown over the bride and 
bridegroom after a wedding 
confidant /'konfidaent/ noun a person to 
whom someone tells secrets 
confidante /'kDnfidasnt/ noun a woman 
to whom someone tells secrets 
(D confide /kon'faid/ verb □ to confide in 
someone to tell someone a secret o He has 
always confided in his mother. 

<D confidence /'kDnfid(o)ns/ noun 1 . the 
feeling of being sure O The staff do not have 
much confidence in their manager. O I have 
total confidence in the pilot. 2. the fact of be¬ 
ing secret □ in confidence as a secret o He 
showed me the report in confidence. □ to 
take someone into your confidence to tell 
someone a secret 

confidence trick /'kDnfid(o)ns ,trik/ 
noun a trick to get money by making some¬ 
one believe something which is not true 
<D confident /'kDnfid(o)nt/ adj sure that 
you or something will be successful O I am 
confident (that) the show will go off well. O 
She’s confident of doing well in the exam. 

(D confidential /.konfi'denjol/ adj secret 
or private 

confidentiality /.konfidenJTaeliti/ noun 
being secret or private 

confidentially /.konfi'denjoli/ adv in a 
confidential way 

d> configuration /kon,figj3'reiJ(o)n/ 
noun 1. the shape or design of something o 
Just looking at the configuration of the wires 
on a telephone exchange makes the mind 
boggle. 2. the way in which the hardware and 
software of a computer system are planned O 


conflict 

The machine uses RAM to store system con¬ 
figuration information. 
d> confine /kon'fain/ verb 1. to keep in one 
small place O The tigers were confined in a 
small cage with no room to move around. □ 
to confine someone to barracks to forced a 
soldier to stay in barracks when others are 
out □ to confine someone to bed to forced a 
sick or injured person to stay in bed o She 
wanted to get up, but the doctor has confined 
her to bed. 2. to limit O Make sure you con¬ 
fine your answer to the subject in the 
question. 

confined /kon'faind/ adj 1. of limited 
range or use 2. kept in crowded conditions, 
or completely enclosed 3. giving birth, or 
about to give birth, to a child (dated) 
confinement /kon'fainmont/ noun 1 . the 
fact of being in prison O He was kept in soli¬ 
tary confinement for seven weeks. 2. a period 
when a woman gives birth to a baby (old) 
confines /'kDnfainz/ plural noun 1 . the 
borders or edges of a place 2. the limits of 
something such as an activity or topic of 
study 

® confirm /kon'f3:m/ verb 1 . to say that 
something is certain O The dates of the con¬ 
certs have been confirmed by the pop group ’s 
manager. O The photograph confirmed that 
the result of the race was a dead heat. O We 
have been told that she left the country last 
month - can you confirm that? 2. □ to con¬ 
firm someone in a job to say that someone is 
now permanently in the job □ to be con¬ 
firmed in office to be told by a new manage¬ 
ment that you can still have your job 
confirmation /.kDnfo'meiJXojn/ noun 1. 
the act of making sure O We are awaiting of¬ 
ficial confirmation of the figures. 2. a docu¬ 
ment which confirms something O We have 
had confirmation from the bank that the pay¬ 
ment has been made. 3. a ceremony where a 
person is made a full Christian by a bishop O 
When is your nephew’s confirmation? 
confirmed /kon'fsimd/ adj permanently in 
a certain state, and not wanting to change □ 
he’s a confirmed bachelor he will never 
marry 

confiscate /'konfiskeit/ verb to take 
away someone’s possessions as a punishment 
confiscation /.konfis'keiJXojn/ noun the 
act of confiscating something. Synonym 

seizure 

conflagration /.konflo'greiJXojn/ noun 
an extremely large fire 

(D conflict noun /'kDnflikt/ fighting o The 
army is engaged in armed conflict with rebel 
forces. □ to come into conflict with some¬ 
one to start to fight someone O The decision 
brought the union into conflict with the man¬ 
agement. ■ verb /kon'flikt/ □ to conflict 
with to start fighting with someone or to dis- 
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agree with someone or something O The de¬ 
fendant ’s version of events conflicts with that 
of the witness. □ they gave conflicting ad¬ 
vice different people gave pieces of advice 
which are the opposite of each other 
conflict of interest /.konflikt ov 
'introst/, conflict of interests /.konflikt 
3V 'introsts/ noun a situation where a person 
may profit personally from decisions which 
he takes in his job 

@ conform /kon'fotm/ verb to act in the 
same way as other people □ refused to con¬ 
form to the regulations refused to do what 
the regulations say O The machine conforms 
to EU regulations. 

conformist /kon'foimist/ noun a person 
who acts in the same way as other people 
conformity /kon'foimiti/ noun 1. the ac¬ 
tion of conforming O It is their passive con¬ 
formity that is so depressing. 2. □ in 
conformity with agreeing with O He has 
acted in conformity with the regulations. 
confound /kon'faund/ verb to make 
someone feel surprised or confused 
confront /kon'frAnt/ verb 1. to threaten 
someone by approaching them O Don't con¬ 
front a burglar on your own - he may be 
armed. 2. to be willing to deal with a difficult 
situation O We need to confront these issues 
before they get out of control. □ to confront 
someone with the evidence to show the evi¬ 
dence to someone O When the police con¬ 
fronted him with the photographs he 
confessed. 

confrontation ^kDnfrAn'teiJXojn/ noun 
an angry meeting between opposing sides 
confrontational /,kDnfrAn'teiJ(3)n(3)l/ 
adj always attacking someone 
confuse /kon'fjuiz/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
one feel that they cannot understand or con¬ 
trol something O She was confused by all the 
journalists’ questions. 2. to mix up O The 
twins are so alike I am always confusing 
them. O I always confuse him with his 
brother - they are very alike. 
d> confused /kon'fjuizd/ adj unable to un¬ 
derstand or to think clearly O I’m a bit con¬ 
fused - did we say 8.00 p.m. or 8.30? O 
Grandmother used to get rather confused in 
her old age. 

confusedly /kon'fjuizidli/ adv in a con¬ 
fused way 

d> confusing /kon'fjuizirj/ adj difficult to 
understand O She found the instructions on 
the computer very confusing. Synonym 

unclear 

d> confusion /ksn'f ju: 3 (s)n/ noun a situa¬ 
tion in which things are not organised in the 
correct way or are not clear O There were 
scenes of confusion at the airport when the 
snowstorm stopped all flights. 


congeal /kon'd 3 i:l/ verb (of liquid) to be¬ 
come solid (NOTE: When referring to blood, 
the usual word to use is clot.) 
congenial /kon'dsiiniol/ adj pleasant or 
friendly. Synonym agreeable 
congenital /kon^enitl/ adj (of an illness 
or other medical problem) which exists at or 
before birth 

congested /kon'd 3 estid/ adj 1 . blocked 
or crowded o Following the accident, all the 
roads round the station soon became con¬ 
gested. O Something has to be done about 
London’s congested road system. 2. with 
blood or liquid inside O With bronchitis and 
a congested nose, he has difficulty in breath¬ 
ing at night. 

congestion /kon^estjon/ noun 1 . a sit¬ 
uation where a place is filled with people or 
traffic 2. a condition in which a pail: of your 
body such as your nose is blocked with mu¬ 
cus O This spray should clear bronchial and 
nasal congestion. 3. a condition in which a 
part of your body has too much blood col¬ 
lected in it O Congestion of the liver may be 
due to heart failure. 

conglomerate /kon'glDmorot/ noun a 
group of companies, each making veiy dif¬ 
ferent types of products 
conglomeration /kon.glDmo'reiJXojn/ 
noun a mass of things collected together 
congratulate /kon'grastjuleit/ verb to 
give good wishes on a special occasion or for 
having done something O He congratulated 
them on their silver wedding anniversary. O I 
want to congratulate you on your promotion. 

<D congratulations /kon.graetju- 
'leij‘(9)nz/ plural noun good wishes to some¬ 
one who has done well O Congratulations - 
you 're our millionth customer! O Congratu¬ 
lations on passing your exam! O The office 
sent him their congratulations on his 
wedding. 

congregate /'koggrigeit/ verb to gather 
together. Synonym assemble 
<D congregation /.kDggri'geiJXojn/ noun 
the people who meet together in a church 
congress /'kDrjgres/ noun a meeting of a 
group 

(D Congress /'kDrjgres/ noun the legisla¬ 
tive body of the USA, formed of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate 
<D congressional /k9n'grej(3)n(9)l/ adj 
referring to the US Congress 
conical /'kDnik(o)l/ adj shaped like a cone 
conifer /'komfo/ noun a tree with long thin 
leaves called needles which stay green all 
year, and which produces fruit in the form of 
cones 

coniferous /k3'mf(9)r3s/ adj referring to 
conifers 


conjectural 

conjectural /kan'eyeletJarsl/ adj which 
has been guessed at 

conjecture /kon'd3ektJ‘3/ noun the pro¬ 
cess of guessing something when you do not 
have all the information you need O It was 
pure conjecture on my part. ■ verb to guess 
O They conjectured correctly that he would 
run out of money at some point. 
conjugal /'kDnd3ug(o)l/ adj referring to 
marriage 

conjugate /'kDnd 3 ugot/ verb 1. to state 
the forms of a verb 2. (of verbs) to have dif¬ 
ferent grammatical forms 
conjunction /kon'd3Ar)kj9n/ noun 1 . a 
word which connects different sections of a 
sentence O ‘And’ and ‘but’ are conjunctions. 
2. □ in conjunction with together with 
something or someone O The icy road in con¬ 
junction with fog made driving conditions 
very difficult. 

conjunctivitis /kon.dsArjkti'vaitis/ noun 
a medical condition which affects the eyes 
conjure /'kAnd 30 / verb 1. to do magic 
tricks with objects such as cards O Here is a 
picture of a magician conjuring a rabbit out 
of a hat. 2. to create something as if by magic 
□ to conjure up an image to bring an image 
into someone’s mind O His writing about the 
south of France conjures up scents of laven¬ 
der and olive oil. □ a name to conjure with 
an important name O He’s a name to conjure 
with in the advertising industry. 
conjurer /'kond33ro/, conjuror noun a 
person who does magic tricks with objects 
such as cards 

conk out /.kopk 'aut/ verb to stop working 
conman /'konmasn/ noun a person who 
tricks people in order to get money, by mak¬ 
ing them believe something ( informal ) 
(NOTE: The plural is conmen.) 

<D connect /ko'nekt/ verb 1. to join o The 
computer should have been connected to the 
printer. O Has the telephone been connected 
yet? O Connect the two red wires together. 2. 
to link up with □ the flight from New York 
connects with a flight to Athens the plane 
from New York arrives in time for passen¬ 
gers to catch the plane to Athens □ this train 
connects with the 12.45 this train allows 
passengers to catch the 12.45 
connected /ko'nektid/ adj joined □ con¬ 
nected to the Williams family related to the 
Williams family 

<D connection /ko'nekj’on/ noun 1 . a rela¬ 
tionship between things O There is a definite 
connection between smoking and lung can¬ 
cer. O He said that there was no connection 
between how much he had had to drink and 
his falling over in the street. □ in connection 
with your visit referring to your visit 2. 
something such as a train or plane which you 
catch after getting off another train or plane 


conscript 

O My train was late and I missed my connec¬ 
tion to Birmingham. 3. a wire which comiects 
pieces of equipment O There is a loose con¬ 
nection somewhere. 

connective tissue /ko.nektiv 'tiju:/ 
noun the parts inside your body which sup¬ 
port and connect things such as your bones or 
organs 

connector /ko'nekto/ noun something 
which connects things, especially two pieces 
of equipment, or parts of a single object or 
structure 

connivance /ko'naivans/ noun the act of 
conniving at something 
connive /ko'naiv/ verb □ to connive at 
something to allow something to take place, 
especially something that is illegal or 
immoral 

connoisseur /.kono'sa:/ noun an expert, 
a person who knows a lot about something 
connotation /.kono'teiJXojn/ noun an ad¬ 
ditional meaning 

conquer /'korjko/ verb to defeat by force 
conqueror /'kDrjkoro/ noun a person who 
takes control of a country by force 
(D conquest /'korjkwest/ noun 1. the act 
of taking control of a country or people by 
force O the Norman Conquest in 1066 2. a 
country or person that has been conquered 
<D conscience /'konjons/ noun a feeling 
that you have done right or wrong 
conscientious /.konji'enjos/ adj work¬ 
ing carefully and well O She’s very conscien¬ 
tious about getting the invoices right. 
conscientious objector /.konjienjos 
3b'd3ekto/ noun a person who refuses to 
join the armed forces because he feels war is 
wrong 

<D conscious /'konj’os/ adj awake and able 
to know what is happening around you O She 
had a local anaesthetic and was conscious 
during the operation. □ a conscious decision 
a decision which you have thought carefully 
about O Refusing the offer was a conscious 
decision on his part. O He made a conscious 
decision to try to avoid her in future. 
consciously /'konfosli/ adv in a con¬ 
scious way 

(D consciousness /'konjosnos/ noun the 
fact of being conscious □ to lose conscious¬ 
ness to become unconscious □ to regain 
consciousness to become conscious again o 
He never regained consciousness after the 
accident. 

conscript noun /'konskript/ a person who 
is made to join the armed services O The con¬ 
scripts had hardly any time to train before 
being sent to the front. ■ verb /kon'skript/ 
to order someone to join the armed services 
O All men under 35 were conscripted into the 
armed forces. Synonym call up 
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conscription /ksn'skripjan/ noun a legal 
obligation to join the armed services (NOTE: 
The US term is draft.) 
consecrate /'kDnsikreit/ verb 1. to per¬ 
form a religious ceremony to make some¬ 
thing such as a building or someone such as a 
king or priest is holy O The bishop was con¬ 
secrated in the cathedral. 2. □ to consecrate 
your life to something to spend your life do¬ 
ing something which helps other people O 
She consecrated her life to helping the 
homeless. 

consecration /.kDnsi'kreiJXsjn/ noun 1. 
an occasion when something or someone is 
consecrated O The consecration of the new 
cathedral. 2. the practice of consecrating 
your life to someone or something O The 
consecration of her life to helping the poor. 
consecutive /ksn'sekjutiv/ adj one after 
the other 

consecutively /ks'sekjutivli/ adv one af¬ 
ter the other, in the right order 
consensual /ksn'sensjual/ adj with the 
agreement of all the people involved 
(D consensus /kon'sensos/ noun an opin¬ 
ion which most people agree on 
d> consent /ksn'sent/ noun agreement o 
Doctors must obtain a patient's consent be¬ 
fore operating. □ to withhold your consent 
to refuse to agree to something O Her parents 
withheld their consent to the marriage. ■ 
verb □ to consent to something to agree to 
something O The judge consented to the 
prosecution's request. 

(D consequence /'konsikwans/ noun 1. 
something which happens because of some¬ 
thing else O We walked all day in the rain, 
with the consequence that all of us got colds. 
Synonym result 2. importance □ of no con¬ 
sequence not important 
consequent /'konsikwant/ adj which fol¬ 
lows as a result of something □ consequent 
on as a result of O The declaration of war 
was consequent on the country’s 
non-compliance with the UN resolutions. 
consequential /.kDnsi'kwenJsl/ adj as a 
result of 

® consequently /'kmisikwontli/ adv be¬ 
cause of this O We walked all day in the rain 
and consequently all caught colds. 
d> conservation /.kDnsa'veiJXsjn/ noun 
1 . the careful use of things such as energy or 
natural resources O The company is spending 
more money on energy conservation. 2. the 
process of looking after old things such as 
buildings or items in a museum 
@ conservationist /.konsa'veiJOjnist/ 
noun a person who encourages the preserva¬ 
tion of the countryside and the careful man¬ 
agement of natural resources 


conservatism /k9n's3iv9tiz(9)m/ noun 
1. the fact that someone is conservative O 
The basic conservatism of British farmers. 2. 
the ideas and beliefs of the Conservative po¬ 
litical party O Conservatism had a great ef¬ 
fect on British society during the 1980s. 

@ conservative /kon'ssivotiv/ adj 1. not 
wanting to change O He has very conserva¬ 
tive views. 2. less than the actual amount or 
number of something, when making a guess 
O a conservative estimate of sales O At least 
two hundred people came to the flower show, 
and that is a conservative estimate. ■ noun a 
person who is opposed to social or political 
change. Synonym traditionalist. Antonym 
progressive 

Conservative /kan'ssivstiv/ noun a 
member of the Conservative Party 
Conservative Party /kon'ssivotiv 
'paid/ noun a UK right-wing political party 
conservatoire /kan'ssivstwa:/ noun a 
school or college where music is the only 
subject of study 

conservatory /k9n's3:v9t(9)ri/ noun 1. a 
room with large windows, where you keep 
tropical flowers and plants O With its glass 
roof and windows, our conservatory becomes 
very hot in the summer. 2. US same as 
conservatoire 

conserve verb/ksn'ssiv/ 1. to keep, not to 
waste O A government programme to con¬ 
serve energy. 2. to look after and keep in the 
same state O Our committee aims to conserve 
the wildlife in our area. ■ noun /'kDns3iv/ 
pieces of fruit in a thick sweet liquid O peach 
conserve 

(D consider /kan'sida/ verb 1. to think 
carefully about something O Please consider 
seriously the offer which we are making. O 
We have to consider the position of the chil¬ 
dren after the divorce. 2. to think O Do you 
consider him the right man for the job? O She 
is considered (to be) one of the best lawyers 
in town. 3. □ all things considered on the 
whole O All things considered, the flower 
show went off quite well. 

(D considerable /k9n'sid(9)r9b(9)l/ adj 
fairly large O He lost a considerable amount 
of money at the horse race. Synonym sub¬ 
stantial. Antonym insignificant 
(D considerably /k9n'sid(9)r9bli/ adv to a 
fairly large extent. Synonym significantly 
considerate /kan'sidjbjrat/ adj full of 
feeling or understanding towards someone. 
Antonym inconsiderate 
® consideration /kan.sida'reiJXajn/ 
noun 1 . careful thought O We are giving seri¬ 
ous consideration to the possibility of moving 
the head office to Scotland. □ to take some¬ 
thing into consideration to think about 
something when making a decision O The 
age of the children has to be taken into con- 
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sideration. □ under consideration being 
thought about O The matter is under consid¬ 
eration. 2. a thing which has an effect on a 
decision O The safety of the children out¬ 
weighs all other considerations. 3. a small 
amount of money □ for a small consider¬ 
ation for a small payment 
considered /kon'sidod/ adj which has 
been thought through carefully 
<D considering /kon'sid(o)rir)/ conj, prep 
when you think (of) O He plays the violin ex¬ 
tremely well, considering he’s only five. O He 
ought to be more grateful, considering the 
amount of help you have given him. 
consign /kon'sain/ verb to hand some¬ 
thing over to someone □ to consign goods to 
someone to send goods to someone for him 
to use or to sell or store for you 
consignment /kon'sainmont/ noun 1. the 
sending of goods to someone who will sell 
them for you O The consignment of books to 
our French distributor was easily organised. 
2. a quantity of goods sent for sale O A con¬ 
signment of goods has arrived. O We are ex¬ 
pecting a consignment of cars from Japan. 

(D consist /kon'sist/ verb □ to consist of to 
be formed of O The package tour consists of 
air travel, six nights in a luxury hotel, all 
meals and visits to places of interest. 
d> consistency /kon'sistonsi/ noun 1. the 
fact of being the same throughout o I wish 
there was more consistency in his reports. 2. 
the degree to which a substance is, e.g., thick 
or smooth, O The consistency of the sauce 
should be that of thick syrup. O In order to 
obtain the desired consistency, it may be nec¬ 
essary to add a little water. 

<S> consistent /kon'sistont/ adj 1. □ con¬ 
sistent with something which agrees with 
something O The measures taken must be 
consistent with government policy. 2. always 
at the same level O Some of his work is very 
good, but he’s not consistent. 
consistently /kon'sistontli/ adv always 
consolation /.kDnso'leiJXojn/ noun some¬ 
thing which makes you feel less sad or an¬ 
noyed, e.g. after a loss or a failure. Synonym 
comfort 

consolation prize /.konso'leiJXojn 
praiz/ noun a prize for making an effort in a 
competition, even though you did not win 
console noun /'kDnsoul/ 1 . a flat table 
with the keyboard of something such as a 
musical instrument or machine O The sound 
engineer at the console controls the sound 
coming from the stage. 2. a small with a tele¬ 
vision set inside O We have a console which 
contains both the TV and video. ■ verb /kon- 
'soul/ to help someone to feel less sad or an¬ 
noyed O The priest wanted to console her for 
the loss of her father. O I tried to console her 
but she cried herself to sleep. Synonym com¬ 


fort □ to console yourself to do something to 
make yourself feel less sad or annoyed O Af¬ 
ter hearing he had failed some of his exams, 
he consoled himself with the thought that his 
brother had done even worse than he had. 
consolidate /kon'solideit/ verb 1. to 
make firm or sure O Having entered the mar¬ 
ket, the company spent a year consolidating 
its position. O The team consolidated their 
lead with a second goal. 2. to join together to 
make one single unit O The two businesses 
consolidated to form one group. 
consolidation /kon.sDli'deiJXojn/ noun 
1. the process of making something firm O 
After a period of consolidation, the company 
is now ready to expand overseas. 2. the act of 
joining several companies together to make 
one single unit O The consolidation of the 
businesses went smoothly. 
consonant /'konsonont/ noun a letter rep¬ 
resenting a sound which can only form a 
word when combined with a vowel 
COMMENT: The five vowels are ‘a’, ‘e’, ‘i\ ‘o’ 
and ‘if. All the other letters of the alphabet 
are consonants. 

consort noun /'kDnsoit/ the husband or 
wife of a ruling queen or king O A Prince 
Consort has a difficult role since he has no 
real power. O The emperor and his consort 
waved to the crowd. ■ verb /kon'soit/ to go 
around with ( formal) o to consort with 
criminals 

consortium /kon'soitiom/ noun a group 
of companies which work together (NOTE: 
The plural is consortia.) 
conspicuous /kon'spikjuos/ adj very ob¬ 
vious □ they were conspicuous by their ab¬ 
sence it was very obvious that they were not 
there 

conspicuously /kon'spikjuosli/ adv 
very obviously. Synonym noticeably. Ant¬ 
onym inconspicuously 
(D conspiracy /kon'spirosi/ noun a secret 
plan, especially to do something illegal or 
bad. Synonym plot 

conspirator /kon'spiroto/ noun a person 
who is part of a conspiracy 
conspiratorial /kon,spiro 1 toiriol/ adj like 
someone who has a secret plan 
conspire /kon'spaio/ verb to make secret 
plans or to take part in a conspiracy 
constable /'kAnstob(9)l/ noun a police of¬ 
ficer of the lowest rank (NOTE: The US term 
is police officer.) 

constabulary /kon'staebjulori/ noun the 
police force of a district 
(D constant /'konstont/ adj 1. not chang¬ 
ing or stopping O The constant noise of music 
from the bar next door drives me mad. 2. 
loyal to someone and always with them O 
His dog was his constant companion. 3. with 


constantly 

a value which does not change O The calcu¬ 
lations are in constant dollars. ■ noun a 
number or thing which does not change O 
The speed of light is a constant. O Death and 
taxes are the only constants in life. 

© constantly /'konstontli/ adv all the 
time. Synonym continually 
constellation /.kmisto'leiJXo)!]/ noun a 
group of stars in the sky, often forming a 
pattern 

consternation /,konst3'neiJ*(9)n/ noun a 
shock or surprise. Synonym dismay 
constipated /'konstipeitid/ adj unable to 
pass solid waste out of your body easily 
constipation /.konsti'peiJCo)^ noun the 
condition of being constipated 
© constituency /kon'stitjuonsi/ noun an 
area of the country which elects a Member of 
Parliament (NOTE: The plural is constituen¬ 
cies.) 

constituent /kon'stitjuont/ adj {of a part) 
which goes to make up a whole O The con¬ 
stituent parts of that sentence are subject, 
verb, and object. O What are the constituent 
parts of an omelette? ■ noun 1 . a part which 
goes to make up a whole O Before starting 
the experiment, make sure that all the chemi¬ 
cal constituents are ready. 2. a person who 
may vote in a constituency O A good MP 
tries to represent the views of his constitu¬ 
ents. O She has had a mass of letters from her 
constituents about airport noise. 

© constitute /'konstitjuit/ verb to be or 
form a particular thing O Selling the photo¬ 
graphs to a newspaper constitutes a serious 
breach of security. O Women now constitute 
the majority of the committee. 

© constitution /,kDnsti'tju:J(3)n/ noun 
1. the ability of a person to stay healthy O 
She has a very strong constitution. □ to have 
the constitution of an elephant or an ox to 
be extremely healthy, to have a very strong 
constitution ( informal) o Aunt Maud has the 
constitution of an elephant. 2. the laws and 
principles under which a country is ruled, 
which give the people rights and duties, and 
which give the government powers and du¬ 
ties O Unlike most states, Britain does not 
have a written constitution. O Freedom of 
speech is guaranteed by the American Con¬ 
stitution. 3. the written rules of something 
such as a society or club O Under the soci¬ 
ety ’s constitution, the chairman is elected for 
two years. 

© constitutional / l kDnsti'tju:J(o)n(o)l/ 
adj 1. according to a country’s constitution o 
Unilateral action by the Minister of Defence 
is not constitutional. 2. according to a soci¬ 
ety’s constitution O The reelection of the 
chairman is not constitutional. ■ noun a 
short walk which you think is good for your 
health O After a big lunch I went for a consti¬ 


consult 

tutional. O He always takes his early 
morning constitutional in the park. 

constitutionally /.kDnsti'tjuiJXoMo^i/ 
adv according to a constitution 
constitutional monarchy 

/,kDnstitju:J(3)n(o)l 'monoki/ noun a sys¬ 
tem of government where a king or queen is 
the head of state, but the country is ruled by 
an elected government 
© constrain /kon'strein/ verb 1. to stop 
someone doing something which they want 
to do O His movements were constrained by 
his tight suit. O Entrepreneurs feel con¬ 
strained by the mass of bureaucracy and red 
tape. 2. to force someone to do something O 
Her lack of cash constrained her to sell her 
house. O He felt constrained to attend every 
single meeting. 

© constraint /kon'streint/ noun some¬ 
thing which limits your ability to act. Syn¬ 
onym restriction 

constrict /kon'strikt/ verb to make some¬ 
thing tighter, smaller 

constriction /kon'strikjon/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of constricting 

© construct /kon'strAkt/ verb to build 
something O We have tendered for the con¬ 
tract to construct the new airport. O The 
wings are constructed of aluminium. 

© construction /kon'strAkJon/ noun 1. 
the act of building O The construction of the 
new stadium took three years. □ under con¬ 
struction being built O The airport is under 
construction. 2. a thing which has been built 
O The new stadium is a magnificent con¬ 
struction. O Planning regulations ban any 
construction more than 20m high in the old 
part of the town. 3. the meaning which you 
think something has, especially when other 
people think it has a different meaning O to 
put a different construction on the report 
construction site /kon'strAkJon sait/ 
noun same as building site 
constructive /kon'strAktrv/ adj which 
aims to help or improve. Synonym useful. 
Antonym unhelpful 

constructively /kon'strAktivli/ adv in a 
constructive way 

construe /kon'stru:/ verb to understand 
the meaning of words or of a document in a 
particular way. Synonym interpret 
consul /'konsol/ noun a person who repre¬ 
sents a country in a foreign city, and helps his 
country’s citizens and business interests there 
consular /'kDnsjulo/ adj referring to a 
consul 

consulate /'kDnsjulot/ noun the house or 
office of a consul 

© consult /kon'sAlt/ verb 1. to ask some¬ 
one for advice O He consulted his accountant 
about his tax. 2. to look at something to get 
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information O After consulting the map they 
decided to go north. O He consulted his 
watch and said that they had enough time to 
catch the train. 

consultancy /kon's Alt ansi/ noun 1. the 
act of giving advice on a subject that you 
have a lot of knowledge about O He offers a 
consultancy service. O She runs a consul¬ 
tancy firm, offering advice on planning. O 
Since he’s been made redundant, he’s been 
doing consultancy work. 2. the post of con¬ 
sultant in a hospital O She was appointed to a 
consultancy with a London hospital. 

(3) consultant /kon'sAltont/ noun 1. a se¬ 
nior hospital doctor who is an expert in a par¬ 
ticular medical condition or illness O We’ll 
make an appointment for you to see a consul¬ 
tant. 2. an expert who gives advice O His tax 
consultant advised him to sell the shares. 

® consultation /.kDnsol'teiJXojn/ noun 
1 . the act of consulting someone O After con¬ 
sultations with the police, the government 
has decided to ban the protest march. O A 
30-minute consultation with my lawyer cost 
me more than I earn in a week! 2. an act of 
visiting a doctor for advice O She had a con¬ 
sultation with an eye surgeon. 
consultative /kon'sAltotiv/ adj asked to 
give advice 

consulting room /kon'sAltir) ru:m/ noun 
a room where a doctor sees his patients 
consume /kon'sjuim/ verb 1. to eat or 
drink O The guests consumed over 100 ham¬ 
burgers. 2. to use up O The world’s natural 
resources are being consumed at an alarm¬ 
ing rate. O The new car consumes about half 
the amount ofpetrol of an ordinary car. 

© consumer /kon'sjuimo/ noun a person 
or company that buys goods or services O 
Gas consumers are protesting at the increase 
in prices. O Consumers are buying more 
from supermarkets and less from small 
shops. Synonym buyer 
consumer durables /kon.sjuimo 
'dju9rob(3)lz/ plural noun goods bought by 
the public which will be used for a long time, 
e.g. washing machines or cars 
consumer goods /kon.sjuimo gudz/ 
plural noun goods bought by members of the 
public 

consuming /kon'sjmmir)/ adj which 
takes up all your time and energy 
consummate adj /kon'sAmot/ perfect, 
extremely skilled at something O She’s a 
consummate professional. O He was a con¬ 
summate Japanese scholar. ■ verb 
/'kDnsomeit/ to complete something □ to 
consummate a marriage to have sex after 
marriage O The church would not grant an 
annulment because the marriage had been 
consummated. 


consummation /.kDnso'meiJXojn/ noun 
an act or occasion of consummating 
something 

® consumption /kon'sAmpJon/ noun 1. 
the act of eating or drinking something O The 
meat was condemned as unfit for human con¬ 
sumption. O The consumption of alcohol on 
the premises is not allowed. 2. the quantity of 
something that someone eats or drinks O Un¬ 
less you reduce your consumption of fatty 
foods, you risk having a heart attack. 

(D contact /'kontaekt/ noun 1. a touch o 
Avoid any contact between the acid and the 
skin. O Anyone who has been in physical con¬ 
tact with the patient must consult their doctor 
immediately. 2. the act of communicating 
with someone O We don’t have much contact 
with our old friends in Australia. □ to get in 
contact with someone to communicate with 
someone you have not spoken to or written to 
previously □ was put in contact with a good 
lawyer was told the name and address of a 
good lawyer □ have lost contact with some¬ 
one do not communicate with the person any 
longer 3. a person whom you know O He has 
a lot of contacts in the newspaper world. O 
Who is your contact in the ministry? ■ verb 
to get into communication with someone O 
He tried to contact his office by phone. O Can 
you contact the ticket office immediately? 
contact lens /'kontaekt lenz/ noun a 
small piece of glass or plastic which you 
wear in the eye to help you see more clearly 
contagion /kon'teid39n/ noun the spread¬ 
ing of a disease by touching an infected per¬ 
son or things which an infected person has 
touched 

contagious /kon'teidsos/ adj 1. (of a dis¬ 
ease) which can be spread to other people by 
touching an infected person or objects which 
an infected person has touched O Did you 
have any contagious diseases when you were 
a child? O Your child is no longer contagious 
and can go back to school. Compare infec¬ 
tious 2. which can be passed on to someone 
else O He's a great music teacher and his en¬ 
thusiasm for music is very contagious. 

(D contain /kon'tein/ verb 1. to hold, to 
have inside O the bottle contains acid O The 
envelope contained a cheque for £1000. O A 
barrel contains 250 litres. O I have lost a 
briefcase containing important documents. 2. 
to limit or prevent something O The army 
tried to contain the advance of the enemy 
forces. O The party is attempting to contain 
the revolt among its members. 
d> container /kon'teino/ noun 1. an object 
such as a box or bottle which holds some¬ 
thing else O We need a container for all this 
rubbish. O The gas is shipped in strong metal 
containers. 2. a special very large case for 
easy loading onto a large vehicle or ship o 
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The crane was loading the containers onto 
the ship. O We had our furniture shipped out 
to Singapore in a container. 
containment /kon'teinmont/ noun the 
process or act of keeping something under 
control 

contaminate /kon'taemineit/ verb to 
make something dirty by touching it or by 
adding something to it. Synonym pollute. 
Antonym purify 

contamination /kon.taemi'neiJX^n/ 
noun the act of contaminating something. 
Synonym pollution 

® contemplate /'kontompleit/ verb 1. to 
look at something o He stood for several 
minutes contemplating the painting. 2. □ to 
contemplate doing something to plan to do 
something O He’s contemplating retiring 
from his job and buying a shop. 
contemplation /.kDntom'pleiJ^n/ noun 
deep thought 

contemplative /kon'templotiv/ adj 
spending time thinking carefully about some¬ 
thing, especially in connection with a reli¬ 
gious belief 

contemporaneous /kon.tempo'reinios/ 
adj happening at the same date or period 
© contemporary /kon'temp^rori/ adj 
1. □ contemporary with someone or some¬ 
thing existing at the same time as someone 
or something O Most of the people I was con¬ 
temporary with at college have already got 
jobs. 2. modem, present-day O contemporary 
art ■ noun a person who lives at the same 
time as someone O Shakespeare and his con¬ 
temporaries O He is one of my contemporar¬ 
ies from school. 

contempt /kon'tempt/ noun the feeling of 
not respecting someone. Synonym disdain. 
Antonym admiration □ to hold someone in 
contempt not to respect someone O They 
hold all foreigners in contempt and won’t 
have anything to do with them. 

contemptible /k9n'tempt3b(3)l/ adj 
which deserves your contempt. Synonym 

despicable 

contempt of court /kon.tempt ov 'ko:t/ 
noun showing lack of respect to a court, e.g. 
by bad behaviour in court or by refusing to 
carry out a court order 

contemptuous /kon'temptjuos/ adj 
showing that you do not respect someone or 
that you do not believe they are important □ 
contemptuous of something or someone 
showing a lack of respect for something or 
someone O He was contemptuous of our at¬ 
tempts to sail the boat. 

© contend /kon'tend/ verb 1 . □ to con¬ 
tend with to be forced to deal with some¬ 
thing unpleasant O We had to contend with 
rainstorms, floods, and mosquitoes, so the 


holiday was not a great success. O Drugs are 
yet another problem that schools have to 
contend with. 2. to state that something is 
tme O The witness contended that the injury 
to the head was consistent with being hit with 
a blunt instrument. 

contender /kon'tendo/ noun a person who 
wants to win a competition 
© content 1 /kon'tent/ adj □ content to 
happy to O She was content to sit in the sun 
and wait. □ content with satisfied with O If 
you are not content with the way the car 
runs, bring it back and we will look at it 
again. ■ noun a feeling of satisfaction □ to 
your heart’s content as much as you want o 
You can play billiards to your heart’s con¬ 
tent. O Living by the sea, they can go sailing 
to their heart’s content. 
content 2 /'kDntent/ noun the amount of 
something which is contained in a substance 
O Dried fruit has a higher sugar content than 
fresh fruit. □ the mineral content of water 
the percentages of different minerals con¬ 
tained in a particular amount of water 
contented /kon'tentid/ adj satisfied, 
happy. Synonym happy. Antonym unhappy 
contentedly /kon'tentidli/ adv in a con¬ 
tented way 

© contention /kon'tenfon/ noun 1. an ar¬ 
gument □ bone of contention the cause of an 
argument O The fence between the houses 
has always been a bone of contention. 2. a 
statement of what you believe O It is his con¬ 
tention that they are trying to ruin our 
business. 

contentious /kon'tenjos/ adj which is the 
cause of a disagreement 
contentment /kon'tentmont/ noun a 
feeling of being satisfied, happy. Synonym 

serenity 

© contents /'kontents/ plural noun things 
which are inside something, which are in a 
container 

contest noun /'kontest/ a fight or a com¬ 
petition O Only two people entered the con¬ 
test for the party leadership. ■ verb 
/kon'test/ 1. to fight an election O There are 
four candidates contesting the seat. 2. to say 
that you disagree with what is written in a 
will, or argue that a will is not legal O When 
she died and left all her money to a cats’ 
home, her family contested the will. 
contestant /kon'testont/ noun a person 
who enters a contest. Synonym competitor 
(D context /'kontekst/ noun the other 
words which surround a particular word in a 
piece of writing and which help to show its 
meaning O Even if you don’t know what a 
word means, you can sometimes guess its 
meaning from the context. □ taken out of 
context showing only part of what someone 
said or wrote, so that the meaning is changed 


contiguous 

O My words have been taken out of context - 
if you read the whole speech you will see that 
I meant something quite different. 
contiguous /kon'tigjuos/ adj touching, 
next to something ( formal ) 
continent /'kontinont/ noun 1. one of the 
major land areas in the world, which usually 
contain several countries, e.g. Africa, Asia, 
Australia, Europe) 2. □ the Continent (in 
Britain) the rest of Europe, as opposed to 
Britain itself which is an island ■ adj able to 
control the passing of liquid or solid waste 
from the body O The old lady is barely conti¬ 
nent. Antonym incontinent 
Continent /'kontinont/ noun the mainland 
of Europe, as compared with the British Isles 
O They go to the Continent on holiday each 
year, sometimes to France, sometimes to 
Switzerland. □ on the Continent in mainland 
Europe 

continental /,kDnti'nent(3)l/ adj 1. refer¬ 
ring to a continent 2. referring to Europe ex¬ 
cluding the British Isles O We ve decided to 
take a continental holiday this year. 
Continental / l kDnti l nent(9)l/ noun a Eu¬ 
ropean O The Continentals seem to play a 
different type offootball from us. 
continental breakfast /.kontinentfo)! 
'brekfost/ noun a light breakfast of rolls, 
croissants, and coffee. Compare English 
breakfast 

continental climate /.konti.nentfo)! 
'klaimot/ noun the type of weather that is 
typical of the continent of Europe: hot dry 
summers and very cold winters 
continental shelf /,kDntinent(3)l 1 Jelf/ 
noun the area round the edges of a continent 
where the land slopes gradually into the sea, 
before the water suddenly becomes much 
deeper 

contingency /kon'tind33nsi/ noun a pos¬ 
sible state of emergency when decisions will 
have to be taken quickly (NOTE: The plural is 

contingencies.) 

contingent /kon'tindsont/ adj □ contin¬ 
gent on or upon something which depends 
on something O The launch of the space shut¬ 
tle is contingent upon the weather. ■ noun a 
group of people such as soldiers O The army 
was formed of contingents of freedom fight¬ 
ers from various countries. O A large contin¬ 
gent of farmers marched to the Parliament 
building. 

© continual /kon'tinjuol/ adj which goes 
on all the time 

continually /kon'tinjuoli/ adv very often, 
almost all the time 

<D continuation /kon.tinju'eij^n/ noun 
1. the process of going on without stopping O 
How can we ensure the continuation of the 
peace talks? 2. something which has been 


contract 

continued O Broad Street is in fact a continu¬ 
ation of the High Street. 

(D continue /kon'tinju:/ verb to go on do¬ 
ing something or happening O He continued 
working, even though the house was on fire. 
O The engine continued to send out clouds of 
black smoke. O The meeting started at 10 
a.m. and continued until 6 p.m. O The show 
continued with some children’s dances. 
continued /kon'tinjuid/ adj 1. without in¬ 
terruption or change from the beginning up to 
the present time 2. begun again after a break 
or interruption 

continuing /kon'tinjuir)/ adj which 
continues 

continuing education /kon.tinjuir) 
edju'keiJX3)n/ noun education of adults af¬ 
ter further or higher education 
d) continuity /.konti'njunti/ noun the 
way in which the scenes in a film or televi¬ 
sion programme continue without a break. 
Antonym interruption 
(D continuous /kon'tinjuos/ adj with no 
break O She has been in continuous pain for 
three days. O A continuous white line means 
that you are not allowed to overtake. 
continuously /kon'tinjuosli/ adv without 
a break 

continuous tense /kon'tinjuos tens/ 
noun the form of a verb showing that some¬ 
thing is going on and has not stopped 
continuum /kon'tinjuom/ noun a thing 
which continues and develops gradually, 
with no clear divisions between its parts 
contort /kon'toit/ verb to twist something 
into a position that is not natural 
contorted /kon'toitid/ adj extremely or vi¬ 
olently twisted out of shape 
contour /'kontuo/, contour line /'kDntuo 
lain/ noun a line on a map to show ground of 
the same height above sea level. Synonym 
outline 

contraband /'kontrobsend/ noun, adj 
(goods) on which customs duty has not been 
paid (NOTE: no plural) 

contraception /.kontro'sepjon/ noun a 
way of preventing a woman from becoming 
pregnant by using a device such as a condom 
or a particular type of drug 
contraceptive /.kontro'septiv/ adj which 
prevents a woman from becoming pregant O 
a contraceptive device such as an IUD O The 
contraceptive pill is available from doctors 
and clinics. ■ noun a drug or condom which 
prevents pregnancy O The chemist sells vari¬ 
ous types of contraceptives. O an oral contra¬ 
ceptive such as the pill 
(D contract noun /'kDntraskt/ a legal agree¬ 
ment O I don 't agree with some of the condi¬ 
tions of the contract. □ under contract 
bound by the conditions of a contract O The 
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company is under contract to a French su¬ 
permarket. ■ i/erb/kon'traekt/ 1. to make an 
official agreement to do some work O to con¬ 
tract to supply spare parts or to contract for 
the supply of spare parts 2. to sign an agree¬ 
ment with a contractor O The corporation 
has contracted the refuse collection service 
to a private company. 3. to become smaller O 
Metal contracts when it gets cold, and ex¬ 
pands when it is hot. 

<D contraction /kon'traekjon/ noun 1. an 
act of becoming shorter or smaller O Light 
will provoke the contraction of the pupil of 
the eye. O Cold will cause the contraction of 
metal rails. 2. the movement of the muscles 
of the womb, when a baby is being bom O 
The first strong contractions will come about 
every twenty minutes. O She had two contrac¬ 
tions in the car on the way to the maternity 
hospital. 

contractor /kon'traskto/ noun a person 
who does work according to a signed 
agreement 

contractual /kon'traektjuol/ adj accord¬ 
ing to a contract 

contradict ^kontro'dikt/ verb 1. to say 
that what someone else says is not tme 2. to 
be different from what has been said before 
contradiction /.kontro'dikjon/ noun 
stating or being the opposite □ a contradic¬ 
tion in terms a phrase which is formed of 
two parts which contradict each other, and so 
have no meaning O A truthful politician is a 
contradiction in terms. 

contradictory /.kontro'dikt^ri/ adj 
which states or is the opposite 
contraflow /'kontroflou/ noun a system 
where traffic on one lane of a motorway is 
made to go down one of the opposite lanes in 
the wrong direction, used when the road is 
being repaired 

contralto /kon'trailtou/ noun 1. a 
low-sounding singing or speaking voice O 
She spoke in a soft contralto. 2. a woman 
with a low-sounding voice O We need more 
contraltos in our choir. (NOTE: The plural is 
contraltos.) 

contraption /kan't rasp Jon/ noun an un¬ 
usual machine or device. Synonym gadget 
contrary /'kDntrari/ adj 1. opposite o Most 
people agreed with the speaker, but one or 
two expressed contrary views. 2. □ contrary 
to in opposition to O Contrary to what you 
would expect, the desert gets quite cold at 
night. 3. /kan'treari/ always doing the oppo¬ 
site of what you want O She’s such a con¬ 
trary child. ■ noun □ the contrary the 
opposite □ on the contrary just the opposite 
O I’m not annoyed with her - on the con¬ 
trary, I think she has done the right thing. □ 
to the contrary stating the opposite o We 
will go on with the plans for the exhibition 


unless we hear to the contrary. O Smoking 
used to be considered harmless, but now the 
evidence is to the contrary. 

(D contrast noun /'kontraist/ a sharp dif¬ 
ference between two things O the contrast in 
weather between the north and the south of 
the country O The two cities are in sharp 
contrast. Antonym similarity □ in contrast 
to as opposed to O He is quite short, in con¬ 
trast to his sister who is very tall. O The 
north of the country is green and wooded in 
contrast to the south which is dry and sandy. 
■ verb /kan'traist/ to be obviously different 
from O His formal letter contrasted with his 
friendly conversation on the telephone. 
contrasting /kan'traistig/ adj which are 
very different 

contravene /,kDntra'vi:n/ verb to fail to 
obey a rule or law. Synonym break 
contravention /.kontra'venjan/ noun □ 
in contravention of something breaking 
something such as a mle or an official agree¬ 
ment O The restaurant is in contravention of 
the safety regulations. 

(D contribute /kan'tribjuit/ verb 1. to help 
towards something O The government’s poli¬ 
cies have contributed to a feeling of dissatis¬ 
faction among teachers. 2. to give money to 
O We were asked to contribute to a charity. O 
Everyone was asked to contribute to the re¬ 
ceptionist ’s leaving present. 3. □ to contrib¬ 
ute to a magazine to write articles for a 
magazine 

(D contribution /.kontri'bjuij^jn/ noun 
1. something, usually money, given to help 
something O She makes monthly contribu¬ 
tions to the Red Cross. 2. an article sent to a 
newspaper or magazine for publication O The 
deadline for contributions is December 1st. 
contributor /kan'tribjuta/ noun a person 
or organisation that contributes 
contributory /kan'tribjut(a)ri/ adj which 
contributes □ a contributory factor one of 
the things which have helped produce the 
situation 

contrite /'kontrait/ adj (of a person) who 

regrets what has happened 

contrition /kan'trij(a)n/ noun a feeling of 

being sorry. Synonym remorse 

contrive /kan'traiv/ verb to manage to do 

something 

contrived /kan'traivd/ adj artificial, not 
natural. Antonym genuine 
(I) control /kan'traul/ noun 1. the fact of 
keeping someone or something in order or 
being able to direct them O The club is under 
the control of three shareholders. O He lost 
control of his business and resigned. O The 
teacher has no control over the class. 2. the 
fact or process of limiting something □ un¬ 
der control limited o We try to keep ex- 
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penses under tight control. □ to bring 
something under control to reduce or limit 
something O The firemen quickly brought the 
fire under control. □ out of control not lim¬ 
ited or kept in order O The car ran down the 
hill out of control. O Our spending has got 
out of control. O The fire started in the roof 
and quickly got out of control. O Football 
fans got out of control and started breaking 
windows in the centre of town. ■ verb 1. to 
keep something in order, to direct or limit 
something O The police couldn’t control the 
crowds. O There was nobody there to control 
the traffic. O We must try to control the sales 
of foreign cars. O The government controls 
the price of meat. 2. □ to control a business 
to have the power to direct the way a busi¬ 
ness is run O The business is controlled by a 
company based in Luxembourg. 
control freak /kan'traul friik/ noun a 
person who wants to be always in control of 
the situation {slang) 

control key /kan'traul kii/ noun the key 
on a computer which works part of a program 
controlled /kan'trauld/ adj which is kept 
under control 

controller /kan'traula/ noun a person who 
controls something 

controls /kan'traulz/ plural noun the 
things such as switches by which you can 
control a machine O She took the controls of 
the aircraft. O He was at the controls of the 
spacecraft at the time. 

control tower /kan'traul ,taua/ noun a 
high building at an airport with the radio sta¬ 
tion which directs planes 
controversial /.kontra'vsiJCa)!/ adj 
which starts violent discussions O He made a 
highly controversial speech. O Legalisation 
of drugs is a very controversial issue. O She 
has controversial views on abortion. Syn¬ 
onym contentious 

controversy /'kontravsisi, kan'trovasi/ 
noun a sharp discussion 
conundrum /ka'nAndram/ noun a diffi¬ 
cult problem 

conurbation /,kDn3:'beiJ(a)n/ noun a 
very large built-up area 
convalesce /.konva'les/ verb to get back 
to good health after an illness or an operation 
convalescence /,kDnva'les(a)ns/ noun a 
period of time when you are convalescing. 
Synonym recuperation 
convalescent /,kDnva'les(a)nt/ adj refer¬ 
ring to convalescence O Convalescent pa¬ 
tients must have proper nourishment. O He’s 
much better but still convalescent. ■ noun a 
person who is convalescing after an illness or 
operation O Now that you ’re not a convales¬ 
cent any more, you can go back to work as 
normal. 


convergent 

convene /kan'viin/ verb to call a meeting 
convenience /kan'viinians/ noun 1. the 
fact of being convenient O I like the conve¬ 
nience of working from home. O We bought 
the house because of the convenience of the 
area for shopping. □ at your earliest conve¬ 
nience as soon as you can easily do it o 
Please return this form at your earliest con¬ 
venience. 2. □ all modern conveniences, all 
mod cons all modem facilities such as cen¬ 
tral heating, telephone or electricity O The 
flat is advertised for sale with all mod cons. 
convenience food /kan'viinians fuid/ 
noun food which is prepared by the shop be¬ 
fore it is sold, so that it needs only heating to 
be made ready to eat 

convenience shop /kan'viinians Jdp/, 
convenience store /kan'viinians stai/ 
noun a small local shop which stays open 
long hours and sells a wide range of neces¬ 
sary goods 

© convenient /kan'viiniant/ adj which 
does not cause any practical problems O 6.30 
in the morning is not a very convenient time 
for a meeting. O A bank draft is a convenient 
way of sending money abroad. 
conveniently /kan'viiniantli/ adv in a 
convenient way 

convenor /kan'viina/ noun a person who 
organises a meeting 

convent /'konvant/ noun a religious estab¬ 
lishment where nuns live; the buildings of 
such a place (NOTE: The equivalent estab¬ 
lishment for men is a monastery.) 

© convention /kan'venjan/ noun 1. the 
usual way of doing things O It is a conven¬ 
tion that the bride wears white to her wed¬ 
ding. 2. a contract or agreement O an 
international convention on human rights 3. 
a general meeting of a group such as a politi¬ 
cal party O They are holding their annual 
convention in Chicago. 

© conventional /kan'venj(a)n(a)l/ adj 
ordinary, usual O We are planning a conven¬ 
tional Christmas at home. O He arrived at 
the office wearing a very conventional grey 
suit. 

conventional weapon /kan- 
,venj(a)n(a)l 'wepan/ noun an ordinary 
weapon such as a gun, not a nuclear weapon 
convention centre /kan'venj(a)n 
, sent a/ noun a building with a series of 
meeting rooms, hotel bedrooms and restau¬ 
rants, built especially for holding large 
meetings 

converge /kan'v3:d3/ verb to come to¬ 
gether at a certain place or point 
convergence /kan'v3id3ans/ noun a 
coming together, a meeting 
convergent /kan'v3id3ant/ adj meeting at 
a certain point 
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conversant /kon'v3:s(o)nt/ adj having 
knowledge or experience of something 
(2) conversation /.konvo'sei^o)^ noun a 
talk O We had a long conversation with the 
bank manager. O Why did he suddenly 
change the subject of the conversation? □ to 
carry on a conversation with someone to 
talk to someone O She tried to carry on a 
conversation with him while he was working. 
O It’s difficult to carry on a conversation 
with Uncle Harry because he’s deaf. 
conversational /.konvo'seiJXo^o)!/ adj 
used in conversation 

converse noun /'konv3:s/ ( dated) □ the 
converse the opposite O If this is true then 
the converse must be false. ■ ve/ib/kon'vsis/ 
to talk O They were conversing seriously in 
French. 

conversely /'konvsisli/ adv in the oppo¬ 
site way 

conversion /kon'v3:J(9)n/ noun 1. the act 
or process of changing one thing into another 
O the conversion of an old chapel into a mod¬ 
ern house O I need a calculator to work out 
the conversion of £500 into pesetas. 2. the 
turning of a person to another set of ideas or 
religion O She underwent a sudden conver¬ 
sion to Islam. 3. the act of converting a try in 
the game of rugby O His attempted conver¬ 
sion failed, and the scores remained level. 

(D convert noun /'konv3:t/ a person who 
has changed his ideas or religion O He has 
become a convert to vegetarianism. ■ verb 
/kon'v3:t/ 1 . to turn or to make someone turn 
from one set of ideas or religion to another O 
When she got married she converted to Is¬ 
lam. O She tried to convert her husband to 
becoming a vegetarian. 2. to change O We 
are converting the shed into a studio. O 
These panels convert the heat of the Sun into 
electricity. 3. □ to convert a try to earn extra 
points in a game of rugby by kicking the ball 
over the crossbar between the posts after a try 
has been scored O If he converts the try the 
scores will be level. 4. to change money of 
one country for money of another O We con¬ 
verted our pounds into Swiss francs. 
convertible /kon'v3:t9b(o)l/ adj ( espe¬ 
cially of a currency) which can easily be 
changed into the money of another country O 
the dollar, the yen and other convertible cur¬ 
rencies ■ noun a car with a roof which folds 
back or can be removed O You can hire a 
small convertible for $100 a day. 
convex /'konveks/ adj which has a shape 
that curves outwards like the back of a spoon 
(D convey /kon'vei/ verb 1. to transport, to 
carry O The supplies were being conveyed in 
lorries. 2. to give a message or to express 
something O Please convey my congratula¬ 
tions to the team. 


conveyance /kon'veions/ noun 1 . the act 
of transporting O The conveyance of goods is 
controlled by several Acts of Parliament. 2. a 
means of transport O Various rickety convey¬ 
ances were waiting outside the station. 3. a 
document by which property is legally ex¬ 
changed from one owner to another O The 
conveyance is being drawn up by the 
solicitor. 

conveyancing /kon'veionsip/ noun the 
action of exchanging property from one 
owner to another 

conveyor belt /kon'veio belt/ noun a 
moving surface in a factory, which takes 
something from one part of the factory to 
another 

convict noun /'konvikt/ a criminal who 
has been sent to prison O The police are 
searching for two escaped convicts. ■ verb 
/kon'vikt/ to find someone guilty o She was 
convicted of theft. Antonym acquit 
(D conviction /kon'vikjon/ noun 1 . the 
fact of being found guilty O His lawyers are 
appealing against his conviction. 2. the fact 
of being certain that something is true O It 
was a common conviction in the Middle Ages 
that the earth was flat. O Her religious con¬ 
victions do not allow her to eat shellfish. 3. 
the fact of being likely or being convincing O 
She gave a string of excuses which com¬ 
pletely lacked conviction. 

(D convince /kon'vins/ verb □ to convince 
someone of something to persuade someone 
that something is true O The lawyer has to 
convince the jury of his client’s innocence. O 
At an interview, you have to convince the em¬ 
ployer that you are the right person for the 
job. 

® convinced /ksn'vinst/ adj very certain 
convincing /ksn'vinsii]/ adj which 
convinces 

convincingly /kon'vinsirjli/ adv in a con¬ 
vincing way 

convivial /kon'viviol/ adj lively or 
friendly. Synonym pleasant. Antonym 
unfriendly 

conviviality /kon.vivi'celiti/ noun the fact 
of being lively and friendly 
convoluted /'kDnvoluitid/ adj something 
such as a story which is very complicated. 
Synonym intricate 

convoy /'kDnvoi/ noun a group of vehicles 
or ships travelling together in a line with 
armed protection 

convulse /kon'vAls/ verb to make some¬ 
thing or someone shake 
convulsive /kon'vAlsiv/ adj which causes 
violent shaking. Synonym jerky 
COO /ku:/ verb to make a soft noise like a pi¬ 
geon (NOTE: Do not confuse with coup.) 


cook 
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<D COOk fk.uk! noun a person who gets food 
ready O He worked as a cook in a pub during 
the summer. Synonym chef □ he’s a very 
good cook he makes very good food ■ verb 
1. to get food ready for eating, especially by 
heating it O Don’t bother your mother when 
she’s cooking the dinner. O How do you cook 
cabbage? 2. to get food ready by heating O 
The chicken is cooking in the oven. O How 
long do these vegetables take to cook? 3. □ 
to cook the books, the accounts to deliber¬ 
ately write down the wrong amounts of 
money in account books ( informal ) o The ac¬ 
countant had been cooking the books for 
years. 

cookbook /'kukbuk/ noun a book of 
recipes 

cooked /kukt/ adj which has been heated 
to prepare it for eating 

cooked breakfast /kukt 'brekfost/ noun 
a breakfast which includes food such as ba¬ 
con, eggs and sausages. Compare continen¬ 
tal breakfast 

(D cooker /'kuko/ noun a piece of kitchen 
equipment, usually run on gas or electricity, 
for cooking food. Also called stove 
<D cookery /'kuk(o)ri/ noun the art of 
cooking 

cookery book /'kuk(3)ri buk/ noun a 
book of recipes 

<S> cookie /'kuki/ noun 1 . usually US a bis¬ 
cuit, a small flat hard sweet cake O She 
bought a packet of cookies. 2. a computer file 
sent to your computer by a website when you 
visit it. It stores information about you which 
can be used when you next visit the website. 
<S> cooking /'kukir)/ noun 1. the action of 
getting food ready to eat, especially by heat¬ 
ing it O He does the cooking, while his wife 
serves in the restaurant. 2. a particular style 
of preparing food O The restaurant special¬ 
ises in French provincial cooking. 
cooking apple /'kukirj ,£ep(9)l/ noun a 
sour apple which is good for cooking, not for 
eating raw 

<D COOl /ku:l/ adj 1. quite cold o Blow on 
your soup to make it cool. O It was hot on 
deck but cool down below. O Wines should be 
stored in a cool cellar. O It gets cool in the 
evenings in September. 2. not enthusiastic O / 
got a cool reception when I arrived half an 
hour late. O The board was quite cool to¬ 
wards the proposal. 3. calm O The nurses re¬ 
mained cool and professional when dealing 
with all the accident victims. 4. fashionable, 
interesting O a cool party O It’s cool to wear 
white trainers. (NOTE: cooler - coolest) ■ 
verb to make something cool; to become cool 
O She boiled the jam for several hours and 
then put it aside to cool. ■ noun 1 . a colder 
area which is pleasant O After the heat of the 
town centre, it is nice to sit in the cool of the 


garden. 2. the state of being calm O As soon 
as the reporters started to ask her questions 
she lost her cool. 

COOl box /'kuilbDks/ noun a container 
which you can carry and which is used for 
keeping food and drinks cool 
COOl down /,ku:l 'daun/ verb 1. to make 
something cool or to become cool O Al¬ 
though it is very hot in the desert during the 
daytime, it always cools down in the evening. 
O This coffee is too hot -I’m waiting for it to 
cool down a bit. 2. to calm someone, or to be¬ 
come calmer O He was furious with his sec¬ 
retary, but after a while he cooled down. O 
We tried to cool him down but it just made 
him more angry. 

cooling /'kuilirj/ adj which makes you feel 
cool 

coolly /'kuilli/ adv in a cool, calm way 
coolness /'kuilnos/ noun 1. the fact of be¬ 
ing cool O the coolness of the evening 2. the 
feeling of being calm O his coolness under 
fire 3. the act of behaving in a way that is not 
friendly or enthusiastic O I was surprised by 
the coolness of her greeting. 
coop /ku:p/ verb □ to coop someone up to 
keep someone in a small place O I don’t like 
being cooped up in this little office. 

CO-op /'kou op/ noun a cooperative store 
(informal) 

cooperate /kou'oporeit/ verb □ to coop¬ 
erate with someone to work with someone o 
Several governments are cooperating in the 
fight against international drug smuggling. 

(D cooperation /kou.Dpo'reiJXojn/ noun 
the action of working together with someone 
else 

(D cooperative /kou'Dpfojrotiv/ adj 1. 
working with the profits shared between the 
workers O a cooperative farm O a coopera¬ 
tive store 2. helpful and willing to work with 
other people O The bank manager was not at 
all cooperative. ■ noun a business which 
works on a profit-sharing basis O a workers ’ 
cooperative 

CO-opt /kou'opt/ verb to ask someone to 
join a committee without being formally 
elected to it 

coordinate noun /kou'oidinot/ a set of 
numbers which fix a point on a map or graph 
O What are the coordinates for that hill? I 
don’t think it is marked on the map. O Draw 
the X-Y coordinates. ■ verb /kou'oidineit/ 
to make people or things work together or fit 
in with each other O His job is to coordinate 
the work of the various relief agencies. O The 
election campaign was coordinated by the 
party headquarters. 

coordinated /kou'oidineitid/ adj 1. 
bringing different or widespread groups or 
parts together 2. moving different parts, es- 
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pecially parts of your body, gracefully or 
skilfully, or in a specific way 
coordinates /kou'oidinots/ plural noun 
matching pieces of women’s clothing 
coordination /kou.oidi'neiJXojn/ noun 1. 
the action of coordinating O Better coordina¬ 
tion between departments would have al¬ 
lowed everyone to know what was 
happening. 2. the ability to move parts of 
your body properly O She has excellent coor¬ 
dination for a little girl of 18 months. 
coordinator /kou'oidineito/ noun a per¬ 
son who coordinates 

© cop /kop/ noun a policeman ( informal) 

© cope /koup/ noun a long coloured cloak 
worn by a priest in church ■ verb □ to cope 
with something to manage to deal with 
something O She can cope perfectly well on 
her own. O We are trying to cope with the 
backlog of orders. 

copier /'kopio/ noun a machine which 
makes copies 

copilot /'koupailot/ noun a pilot who helps 
the main pilot to fly an aircraft 
copious /'koupios/ adj in large amounts, in 
good supply 

cop out /'kop aut/ verb to stop doing an 
activity, e.g. because of feeling afraid or not 
wanting to do it 

COp-OUt /'kop aut/ noun a poor excuse or 
explanation for refusing to face up to 
something 

copper /'kDpo/ noun 1. a reddish metal 
which turns green when exposed to air o 
Copper is a good conductor of electricity. O 
The end of the copper wire should be at¬ 
tached to the terminal. 2. a policeman O 
Watch out! there's a copper coming. 3. a 
small coin made of copper or other brown 
metal O It only costs a few coppers. O The 
beggar was asking for any spare coppers. 
copse /kDps/ noun a small area of young 
trees 

copulate /'kopjuleit/ verb to have sex 
copulation /.kopju'leiJXojn/ noun the act 
of having sex 

(D copy /'kopi/ noun 1. something made to 
look the same as something else O This is an 
exact copy of the painting by Picasso. (NOTE: 
The plural is copies.) 2. one book; one 
newspaper O Where’s my copy of today’s 
‘Times ’? O I lent my old copy of Shakespeare 
to my brother and he never gave it back. O 
Can I borrow your copy of the telephone di¬ 
rectory? (NOTE: The plural is copies.) 3. 
text written to be used in a newspaper or ad¬ 
vertisement O He sent in his copy three days 
late. O We need more copy for this page. 
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) ■ verb to 
make or do something which looks like 
something else O To knit the pullover, just 


copy this pattern. O I get very annoyed be¬ 
cause he copies everything I do. 
copycat /'kopikset/ ( informal ) noun a per¬ 
son who copies what someone else does ■ 
adj which copies something else O a copycat 
murder 

copyright /'kopirait/ noun an author’s le¬ 
gal right to do something such as publish a 
book or put on a play and not to have it cop¬ 
ied without permission O Who holds the 
copyright for the play? O She is being sued 
for breach of copyright. □ a book which is in 
copyright a book which is protected by the 
copyright laws □ a book which is out of 
copyright a book by a writer who has been 
dead for more than seventy years and which 
anyone can publish ■ verb to register some¬ 
thing as your copyright O The title was copy¬ 
righted some years ago. 
coral /'korol/ noun a rock-like substance 
formed of the bones of small animals in the 
sea 

cord /ko:d/ noun a strong thin rope o Pull 
the cord to open the parachute. O In an emer¬ 
gency, pull the cord to stop the train. 
cordial /'koidiol/ adj friendly o His greet¬ 
ing was not very cordial. Synonym pleas¬ 
ant. Antonym unfriendly ■ noun the con¬ 
centrated juice of a fruit to which water is 
added O Fruit cordials such as lemon, or¬ 
ange or lime are popular summer drinks. 
cordless /'koidlos/ adj not needing to be 
connected to an electricity supply 
cordon /'ko:d(o)n/ noun 1. a barrier such 
as a rope or a line of police or soldiers sur¬ 
rounding an area to prevent people entering 
or leaving O Police formed a cordon round 
the referee to protect him from the fans. O 
There was a police cordon round the court¬ 
house. 2. a fruit tree grown as a single stem, 
with little side shoots o We planted a cordon 
pear against the wall. ■ verb □ to cordon off 
a street to block a street to prevent anyone 
entering it O The police had cordoned off the 
side streets and forced the protesters to 
march down the main road. 
cords /koidz/ plural noun corduroy trou¬ 
sers O Cords are warmer than jeans. 
corduroy /'koidoroi/ noun 1. a cloth with 
raised lines on the surface O He was wearing 
a corduroy jacket. 2. □ a pair of corduroys a 
pair of trousers made of corduroy O He was 
wearing a pair of dirty old corduroys and 
green wellingtons. 

© core /ko:/ noun the central part □ the 
core of an apple, an apple core the hard part 
in the middle of an apple, containing the 
seeds O He threw the apple core into the 
lake. □ rotten to the core completely bad o 
The local police force is rotten to the core. □ 
to take a core sample to cut a long round 
piece of soil or rock for testing ■ verb to take 
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out the central part of a fruit such as an apple 
O Peel and core the apples before putting 
them in the oven. 

coriander /.kori'sendo/ noun a small herb, 
whose seeds and leaves are used for 
flavouring 

cork /ko:k/ noun 1. a piece of light wood 
from the bark of a tree, which closes wine 
bottles O He pulled the cork out of the bottle. 
O The little boat bobbed up and down on the 
surface of the water like a cork. 2. material 
made from the very light bark of a type of 
tree O She placed little cork mats on the table 
to stop the wine glasses marking it. ■ verb to 
put a cork into a bottle O When they had 
drunk half the bottle, she corked it up to use 
the following day. 

corkscrew /'koikskru:/ noun a special 
tool for taking corks out of bottles 
corm /ko:m/ noun the bottom part of the 
stem of a plant which can be planted and 
from which new shoots will grow 
cormorant /'koimoront/ noun a black 
seabird which eats fish, often near fishing 
grounds but also on lakes and rivers 
(D corn /ko:n/ noun 1. cereal plants such as 
wheat or barley O a field of corn 2. maize, a 
cereal crop which is grown in many parts of 
the world 3. a hard painful lump of skin, usu¬ 
ally on your foot, where something, such as a 
tight shoe, has rubbed it O He has a corn on 
his little toe. 

cornea /'koinio/ noun the transparent part 
of the front of the eyeball 
corned beef /koind 'bi:f/ noun salted, 
preserved beef 

<D corner /'koino/ noun 1. a place where 
two walls, sides or streets meet O The bank is 
on the corner of London Road and New 
Street. O Put the plant in the corner of the 
room nearest the window. O The number is in 
the top right-hand corner of the page. O The 
motorbike went round the corner at top 
speed. □ to paint yourself into a corner to 
get yourself into a situation that you cannot 
get out of 2. a free kick taken from the comer 
of the field near the opponents’ goal in games 
such as football ■ verb 1 . to turn a comer o 
This new model corners very well. 2. to catch 
someone so that they cannot get away O The 
police cornered the escaped prisoners in an 
alleyway. 3. □ to corner the market to own 
most or all of the supply of a certain thing 
and so control the price O The syndicate tried 
to corner the market in silver. <> to turn the 
corner 1. to go round a comer o As she 
turned the corner she saw the bus coming. 2. 
to get better after being ill or in difficulties O 
He has been in bed for weeks, but he seems to 
have turned the corner. 


corporal 

corner shop /'koino Jop/ noun a small 
general store in a town, sometimes on a street 
comer 

cornerstone /'koinostoun/ noun 1. a 
stone at the bottom of a comer of a building, 
often with writing on it to show when it was 
put there O The mayor laid the cornerstone of 
the new library. 2. a strong foundation or ba¬ 
sis O Taking a lot of exercise is still one of 
the cornerstones of a long life. 
cornet /'komit/ p cone ■ noun a type of 
small tmmpet O He plays the cornet in the 
brass band. 

cornfield /'koinfiild/ noun a field in which 
com is grown 

cornflakes /'koinfleiks/ plural noun a 
breakfast food made of small dried pieces of 
maize O I’ll just have a bowl of cornflakes 
and a cup of coffee for breakfast. 
cornflour /'koinflauo/ noun a very smooth 
type of flour made from maize, used in cook¬ 
ing to make sauces thicker (NOTE: The US 
term is cornstarch.) 

cornflower /'koinflauo/ noun a wild 
flower with bright blue flowers 
cornice /'koinis/ noun a decorated narrow 
line of wood or stone round a ceiling ( techni¬ 
cal) 

Cornish /'koinij/ adj referring to Cornwall 
corn on the cob /.koin Dn do 'kob/ noun 
a head of maize, with seeds on it, served hot 
with butter 

corny /'koini/ adj old or out-of-date (NOTE: 

cornier - corniest) 

corollary /ko'rolori/ noun a natural result, 
something which follows naturally. Synonym 

consequence 

corona /ko'rouno/ noun a circle of light 
which appears as a ring round the Moon or 
Sun 

coronary /'kDron(9)ri/ noun a coronary 
thrombosis ( informal ) o He had a coronary 
and was rushed to hospital. (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is coronaries.) ■ adj referring to any 
structure shaped like a crown 
coronary thrombosis /.kDron^ri 
GrDm'bousis/ noun a blood clot which 
blocks the supply of blood to the heart, lead¬ 
ing to a heart attack 

coronation /,kDro'neiJ(o)n/ noun the offi¬ 
cial ceremony at which a king, queen or em¬ 
peror is crowned 

<D coroner /'korono/ noun a public official, 
either a doctor or a lawyer, who tries to find 
out the reason for a sudden or violent death 
corporal /'ko:p(9)rol/ adj referring to the 
body ■ noun a rank in the army below ser¬ 
geant O The major ordered the corporal to 
take down the flag. (NOTE: can be used with 
the surname: Corporal Jones) 


corporal punishment 

corporal punishment /.koipOjrol 
'pAniJmont/ noun an act of punishment by 
hitting someone 

(D corporate /'ko:p(o)r3t/ adj referring to a 
body such as a company O Corporate re¬ 
sponsibility rests with the whole manage¬ 
ment. O Corporate profits are down this 
year. 

(D corporation /.koipo'reiJOjn/ noun 1. a 
town council O The corporation has priva¬ 
tised the refuse collection service. O The cor¬ 
poration swimming pool is closed on 
Mondays. 2. a large firm O Working for a big 
corporation can be rather impersonal. 
corporation tax /.koipo'reiJXojn tasks/ 
noun a tax on profits made by companies. 
Abbr CT 

® corps /ko:/ noun a military group or or¬ 
ganised group □ the diplomatic corps all the 
diplomats living in a certain country (NOTE: 
The plural is corps ikoizl. Do not confuse 
with core.) 

corpse /koips/ noun a dead body 
corpulent /'koipjutant/ adj {of a person) 
extremely fat. Synonym obese 
corpus /'korpos/ noun 1. all the works 
written by an author or about an author O The 
library has a huge Dickens corpus which is 
available to students. O She is studying refer¬ 
ences to food in the Shakespeare corpus. 2. 
the mass of text and words stored in a com¬ 
puter O None of the dictionaries in the list 
states where their corpus comes from. (NOTE: 
The plural is corpora.) 
corral /ko'rail/ noun an area surrounded by 
a fence to enclose animals such as cows or 
horses O The cattle were brought to the OK 
Corral. ■ verb to enclose animals or people 
in a limited space O The cattle were corralled 
before being branded and shipped out. O The 
police corralled the students into the area be¬ 
hind the university. 

® correct /ko'rekt/ adj right or without any 
mistakes O Would it be correct to say that the 
shop has not made a profit for several 
months? O Can you tell me the correct time? 
O You have to give correct answers to all the 
questions if you want to win first prize. O You 
are correct in thinking that the weather in 
Greece is hot. ■ verb to take away mistakes 
in something O You must try to correct your 
driving mistakes, or you will never pass the 
test. O The computer keeps switching itself 
off - can you correct this fault? 
correction /ko'rekjon/ noun showing a 
mistake in something, making something 
correct O He made a few small corrections to 
the letter. Synonym alteration 
corrective /ko'rektiv/ adj which corrects 
O Corrective surgery will be needed to pre¬ 
vent him having one leg shorter than the 
other. ■ noun a thing which corrects O These 


corrosive 

figures act as a welcome corrective to the 
government's very optimistic forecast. 

(D correctly /ko'rektli/ adv in a correct 
way 

(D correlate /'koroleit/ verb 1. to match or 
be the same as something else O The figures 
in your report do not correlate with those I 
got from the warehouse. O The number of 
people affected by asthma appears to corre¬ 
late to the amount of air pollution. 2. to 
check to see if something matches or is the 
same as something else O We need to corre¬ 
late the data from the two sources. 

(D correlation ^kDro'leiJXojn/ noun a con¬ 
nection between things 
correspond /.korfspond/ verb □ to cor¬ 
respond to to fit with O The findings corre¬ 
spond to my own research. 
correspondence /korfspondons/ noun 
1. letters O They had been carrying on a cor¬ 
respondence for years. O She was told by her 
father to break off the correspondence. □ to 
be in correspondence with someone to 
write letters to someone and receive letters 
back O I have been in correspondence with 
the company about a refund but with no suc¬ 
cess. 2. the fact that one thing matches or is 
similar to another O There isn’t much corre¬ 
spondence between theory and practice. 
correspondence course /.kori- 
'spDndons ko:s/ noun lessons given by post 
correspondent /.kDri'spondont/ noun 1. 
a journalist who writes articles for newspa¬ 
pers or reports for television or radio on a 
particular subject O a report from our foot¬ 
ball correspondent O He is the Paris corre¬ 
spondent of the ‘Telegraph ’. 2. a person who 
writes letters O A correspondent in Australia 
sent us an email. 

corresponding /.korfspondig/ adj 
which relates to something 
correspondingly /.korfspondigli/ adv 
in a way which corresponds 
(D corridor /'kendo:/ noun a long narrow 
passage O The ladies ’ room is straight ahead 
at the end of the corridor. O There is an un¬ 
derground corridor to the next building. 
corroborate /ko'roboreit/ verb to support 
a statement, especially a statement made in 
court, by giving information that shows it is 
true. Synonym verify. Antonym contradict 
corrode /ko'roud/ verb to damage or 
change a substance, e.g. by the effects of wa¬ 
ter, air or chemicals. Synonym rust 
corrosion /ko'rou3(o)n/ noun the damage 
caused to metals by the effects of water, air 
or chemicals 

corrosive /ko'rousiv/ adj, noun which 
eats away metal, or a substance which does 
this 
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corrugated 

corrugated /'korogeitid/ adj bent into 
folds like waves 

corrugated iron /.korogeitid 'aion/ 
noun sheets of metal which are folded into 
waves 

corrupt /ko'rApt/ adj 1. {of a person) who 
is not honest or who takes bribes O The 
Prime Minister promised to sack any officials 
who were found to be corrupt. 2. {of a com¬ 
puter disk) with data which contains mis¬ 
takes O Power loss can make the data 
corrupt. ■ verb 1 . to make someone dishon¬ 
est or lacking in morals O Power corrupts, 
absolute power corrupts absolutely. ’ O He 
was accused of corrupting young people. O 
He was corrupted by his rich friends from 
college. 2. to cause mistakes in computer 
data O The data on this disk has been 
corrupted. 

corruption /ko'rApJon/ noun 1 . the prac¬ 
tice of paying money to someone, usually an 
official, so that he does what you want O 
Bribery and corruption are difficult to con¬ 
trol. O Corruption in the civil service will be 
rooted out. 2. the process of damaging data O 
You have to watch out for corruption of data. 
corruptly /ko'rAptli/ adv in a corrupt way 
corset /'koisit/ noun 1 . a tight piece of un¬ 
derwear worn by women to support their 
bodies {dated) o She was glad to get back 
home and remove her corset. 2. a stiff piece 
of underwear, worn around the waist or the 
chest to support the body after a back injury 
O Would an orthopaedic corset help him with 
his bad back? 

cortege /ko:'tei 3 /, cortege noun a funeral 
procession 

cortex /'koiteks/ noun the outer layer of an 
organ (NOTE: The plural is cortices.) 
cortisone /'koitizoun/ noun an artificial 
hormone used against skin problems such as 
allergies, and arthritis 

COS /koz/ short for because {informal) o 
You’ve got to do what I say ’cos I’m bigger 
than you! 

COSh /kDj/ noun a short stick for hitting 
(NOTE: The plural is coshes.) ■ verb to hit 
someone on the head O He coshed the secu¬ 
rity guard. 

COS lettuce /,kDS 'letis/ noun a type of tall 
lettuce 

cosmetic /koz'metik/ adj which improves 
someone’s or something’s appearance 
cosmetics /koz'metiks/ plural noun sub¬ 
stances which improve someone’s appear¬ 
ance O My wife keeps all her cosmetics in a 
little bag. 

cosmetic surgery /koz.metik 's3:d3ori/ 
noun surgery to improve someone’s appear¬ 
ance. Synonym plastic surgery 


costs 

cosmic /'kDzmik/ adj 1. referring to the 
universe O Cosmic rays are radiation enter¬ 
ing the Earth’s atmosphere from outer space. 
2. very large, affecting the whole world o A 
war which might reach cosmic proportions. 
cosmopolitan /.kDzmo'pDlitCojn/ adj 1. 
made up of people from different parts of the 
world O Berlin is a very cosmopolitan city. 2. 
comfortable and confident in different cities 
or with people of different nationalities O 
Her cosmopolitan upbringing has made her a 
very interesting person. O Born in Canada, 
brought up in Hong Kong and in England, by 
the age of ten he was more cosmopolitan 
than other children. 

cosmos /'kozmDs/ noun the universe 
(D cost /kost/ noun 1. a price which you 
have to pay for something O What is the cost 
of a return ticket to London? O Computer 
costs are falling each year. □ at all costs at 
no matter what price O At all costs, we have 
to be in Trafalgar Square by 12 o ’clock. 2. □ 
to pay costs to pay the expenses of a court 
case O He lost his case and was ordered to 
pay costs. □ the judge awarded costs to the 
defendant the judge said that the defendant 
would not have to pay the costs of the case ■ 
verb to have a price O Potatoes cost 20p a 
kilo. O Petrol seems to cost more all the time. 
□ what does it cost? how much is it? □ to 
cost the earth to be very expensive O Caviar 
costs the earth. □ to cost an arm and a leg to 
be very expensive O Don’t buy your kitchen 
there - it’ll cost you an arm and a leg. O The 
repairs to his car cost him an arm and a leg. 
t fortune, small 

CO-Star /'kou sta:/ noun the other leading 
actor or actress in a film or play O His co-star 
in the film was an Italian actress. ■ verb to 
act in a play or film as a co-star O She 
co-starred with James Dean. (NOTE: 
co-starring - co-starred) 

COSt-CUtting /'kost ,kAtir)/ noun the pro¬ 
cess of reducing costs, especially in a busi¬ 
ness, or the actions taken to reduce costs 
cost-effective /.kosti 'fektiv/ adj which 
gives value when compared with its cost. 
Synonym lucrative 

costing /'kostir)/ noun a calculation of a 
selling price, based on the costs of making a 
product 

COStly /'kostli/ adj very expensive □ a 
costly mistake a mistake which results in a 
lot of money being spent O Telling them we 
would pay all their expenses was a costly 
mistake. 

(D cost of living /,kost ov 'livig/ noun 
money which has to be paid in order to live, 
e.g. for food, heating and rent 
costs /kDsts/ plural noun the expenses in¬ 
volved in a court case 
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costume /'kostjuim/ noun a set of clothes 
worn by an actor or actress in a play or film 
or on TV O The costumes for ‘Henry V’ are 
magnificent. 

costume drama /'kostjuim .draimo/ 
noun a play set in a previous historical period 
costume jewellery /'kostjuim ,d3ui3lri/ 
noun jewellery that does not contain precious 
stones or metals 

cosy /'kouzi/ adj comfortable and warm o 
An open log fire always makes a room feel 
cosy. O She wrapped herself up in a blanket 
and made herself cosy on the sofa. (NOTE: 
cosier - cosiest. The US spelling is cozy.) 
■ noun a cover put over something to keep it 
hot O She knitted a tea cosy for her mother. 
(NOTE: The plural is cosies.) 

COt /kDt/ noun 1. a child’s bed with sides o 
The baby was fast asleep in her cot. O 
Jimmy’s getting too big for his cot - we ’ll 
have to get him a proper bed soon. 2. US a 
folding bed for camping (NOTE: The British 
term is camp bed.) 

COt death /'kDt de0/ noun an unexplained 
death of a sleeping baby (NOTE: The US term 

is crib death.) 

coterie /'kautsri/ noun a small group of 
special people. Synonym clique 
cottage /'kDtid3/ noun a little house in the 
country O We have a weekend cottage in the 
mountains. O My mother lives in the little 
cottage next to the post office. 
cottage cheese /,kDtid 3 'tjiiz/ noun a 
very soft, lumpy white cheese 
cottage industry /,kotid 3 indostri/ 
noun the practice of making products in the 
workers’ homes 

cottage pie /,kotid 3 'pai/ noun minced 
meat cooked in a dish with potatoes on top 
cotton /'kDt(o)n/ noun 1. fibres made into 
thread from the soft seed heads of a tropical 
plant O She put a new reel of cotton on the 
sewing machine. 2. a cloth made of cotton O 
He was wearing a pair of cotton trousers. O / 
bought some cotton material to make a skirt. 
cotton on /,kDt(3)n 'on/ verb ( informal ) □ 
to cotton on to something to understand 
something O It was some time before he cot¬ 
toned on to what I meant. 

<D cotton wool /,kDt(3)n 'wul/ noun cot¬ 
ton fibres used to clean the skin or wounds or 
to apply lotion or disinfectant. Also called 
absorbent cotton 

COUCh /kautJV noun a low bed o She lay 
down on a couch in the lounge. Synonym 
sofa (NOTE: The plural is couches.) ■ verb 
to put something in words O His letter was 
couched in very formal language. Synonym 
express 


couch potato /'kautj pa.teitsu/ noun a 
person who sits watching TV or videos all 
day (slang disapproving) 
cougar /'kuiga/ noun US a large brown 
wild cat from North and South America. 
Also called mountain lion, puma 
(D cough /kof/ noun the act of sending the 
air out of your lungs suddenly, e.g. when you 
are ill O Take some cough medicine if your 
cough is bad. O He ought to see the doctor if 
his cough is no better. O He gave a little 
cough to attract the waitress’s attention. ■ 
verb to send air out of your lungs suddenly 
because your throat hurts O The smoke from 
the fire made everyone cough. O People with 
flu go around coughing and sneezing. 
cough mixture /'kof .mikstjo/ noun a 
liquid medicine to cure a cough 
cough sweet /'kof swiit/ noun a sweet 
with medicine in it against coughs 
cough up /,kof 'Ap/ verb 1. to bring up 
matter from your throat when coughing O 
She became worried when the little girl 
coughed up blood. 2. to pay O When he was 
late with the rent, we sent some people round 
to get him to cough up. 

(D could /kad, kud/ modal verb 1. meaning 
‘was’ or ‘would be able’ to do something O 
The old lady fell down and couldn ’t get up. O 
You could still catch the train if you ran. 2. 
meaning ‘was allowed’ to do something O 
The policeman said we could go into the 
house. 3. used in asking O Could you pass me 
the salt, please? O Could you shut the win¬ 
dow? 4. meaning ‘might happen’ O The new 
shopping centre could be finished by Christ¬ 
mas. 5. used in making a suggestion O You 
could always try borrowing money from the 
bank. (NOTE: the negative is could not, 
usually couldn’t. Note also that could is 
the past of can; could is only used in front 
of other verbs and is not followed by the 
word to.) 

couldn’t /'kudnt/ contraction an informal 
form of ‘could not’ 

(D council /'kaunssl/ noun 1. an elected 
committee 2. an official group chosen to ad¬ 
vise on a problem 

council estate /'kaunssl i,steit/ noun an 
area where houses and flats have been built 
by the local council and are available at low 
rents 

(D councillor /'kauns(3)ta/ noun an elected 

member of a town council (NOTE: Do not 

confuse with counsellor.) 

council tax /'kaunsal tasks/ noun the tax 

charged by a local council to help pay for its 

services 

counsel /'kaunsal/ noun 1. advice o / 
should have listened to his wise counsels. 2. a 
lawyer O counsel for the defence or defence 
counsel O counsel for the prosecution or 


counselling 

prosecution counsel ■ verb to advise o She 
counselled us against buying the house. 
(NOTE: counselling - counselled. The US 
spelling is counseling - counseled.) 

counselling /'kaunsolig/ noun the prac¬ 
tice of giving advice about problems (NOTE: 
The US spelling is counseling.) 
counsellor /'kaunsolo/ noun an adviser 
(NOTE: The US spelling is counselor.) 

® count /kaunt/ noun 1. the action of 
counting or of adding □ to lose count to no 
longer have any idea of how many there are 
O I tried to add up all the sales figures but 
lost count and had to start again. O I’ve lost 
count of the number of times he’s left his um¬ 
brella on the train. 2. the process of adding 
up the votes after an election O The candi¬ 
dates paced up and down during the count. 3. 
a large amount of something, calculated sci¬ 
entifically O Today there is a high pollen 
count. 4. a noble title, used in many Euro¬ 
pean countries, but not in England O Count 
Bismarck, the German Chancellor 5. a 
charge read out against someone in court O 
She was found guilty on two counts of embez¬ 
zlement. ■ verb 1. to say numbers in order, 
e.g. 1, 2, 3, 4 O She’s only two and she can 
count up to ten. O Count to five and then start 
running. □ to count backwards to say num¬ 
bers in the opposite order, e.g. 9, 8, 7, 6 2. to 
find out a total O Did you count how many 
books there are in the library? O He counted 
up the sales for the twelve months. } hatch 3. 
to include when finding out a total O There 
were sixty people in the boat if you count the 
children. O Did you count my trip to New 
York as part of my expenses? □ not counting 
not including O There are three of us, not 
counting the baby. O We have three comput¬ 
ers, not counting the old ones that don’t work 
any more. 4. to be important O Your appear¬ 
ance counts for a lot in an interview. O Every 
little bit of energy saved counts. 
countable /'kaunt3b(o)l/ adj 1. which is 
able to be counted 2. describing a noun that is 
able to form a plural 

count down /,kaimt 'daun/ verb to count 
backwards, e.g. 9, 8, 7, 6 O He counted down 
the seconds to the launch. 
countdown /'kauntdaun/ noun the action 
of counting time backwards, especially be¬ 
fore something takes place 
countenance /'kauntonons/ noun an ex¬ 
pression on someone’s face O The journalists 
were surprised by the furious countenance of 
the President. ■ verb to approve of an action 
(formal ) O My father would never counte¬ 
nance borrowing money from friends. 

<S> counter /'kaunto/ noun 1. a small round 
disc used in games O You’ve thrown a six - 
you can move your counter six places. O She 
placed a pile of counters on the board. 2. a 


counter-revolutionary 

long flat surface in a shop for showing goods 
for sale, or in a bank for passing over money 
O The cheese counter is over there. O She put 
her bag down on the counter and took out her 
cheque book. □ sold over the counter sold 
without a prescription from a doctor O Some 
drugs are sold over the counter, but for most 
you need a prescription. □ sold under the 
counter sold illegally O He sold the videos 
under the counter. ■ verb to reply in an op¬ 
posing way O He accused her of theft and she 
countered with an accusation of sexual 
harassment. 

counter- /kaunto/ prefix against, in 
response 

counteract /.kauntor'aekt/ verb to stop 
the effects of something. Synonym counter 
counter-attack /'kauntor otaek/ noun an 
attack against someone who has just attacked 
you O 24 hours after the enemy attack we 
launched a counter-attack. ■ verb to attack 
in return O the enemy counter-attacked 
fiercely 

counterbalance /'kauntobaslons/ verb to 
react against something by doing the 
opposite 

counterclockwise /.kaunto'klokwaiz/ 
adv US in the opposite direction to the hands 
of a clock (NOTE: The British term is 

anticlockwise.) 

counterfeit /'taunt ofit/ adj (of money, art 
or documents) false, not real o The police 
have warned shopkeepers that counterfeit 
£20 notes are in circulation. O You can see 
stands in Oxford Street selling counterfeit 
jewellery. Synonym fake. Antonym genu¬ 
ine ■ verb to make imitation money o Are 
the new £10 notes more difficult to counter¬ 
feit than the old ones? O Only very sophisti¬ 
cated printing machines can be used to 
counterfeit banknotes. Synonym forge ■ 
noun a thing which has been forged O There 
is something wrong with this passport - in 
fact it may be a counterfeit. Synonym 
forgery 

counterfoil /'kauntofoil/ noun a slip of 
paper which you keep after giving someone a 
cheque 

countermand /.kaunto'maind/ verb to 
say that an order or instruction should not be 
carried out 

counterpart /'kauntopcut/ noun a person 
who has a similar job or who is in a similar 
situation. Synonym opposite number □ 

John is my counterpart at Smith’s John has 
the same post at Smith’s as I have here 
counter-productive /.kaunto pro- 
'dAktiv/ adj which has the opposite effect to 
what you want 

counter-revolutionary /.kaunto ,r ev9 - 
'lu:J(3)n(9)ri/ noun a person who acts 
against a revolution. Synonym rebel 
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countersign 

countersign /'kauntosain/ verb to sign a 
document which someone else has already 
signed, showing that you authorise it 
countess /'kauntis/ noun 1. (in European 
aristocracy) the wife of a count 2. (in the 
British aristocracy) the wife of an earl 
countless /'kauntlos/ adj very many. Ant¬ 
onym few 

count noun /'kaunt naun/ noun a noun 
that can be used with ‘a’ or ‘an’ and has a 
plural form 

(D count on /'kaunt dii/ verb to be sure that 
someone will do something 
(D country /'kAntri/ noun 1. a land which is 
separate and governs itself O the countries of 
the EU O Some African countries voted 
against the plan. (NOTE: The plural in this 
meaning is countries.) 2. land which is not 
the town O He lives in the country. O We 
went walking in the hill country. O Road 
travel is difficult in country areas. (NOTE: no 
plural in this meaning) 
country club /,kAntri 'kL\b/ noun a club 
in the country, usually offering special sports 
facilities such as golf or horse riding 
country house /.kAntri 'haus/ noun a 
large house in the countiy, with gardens and 
a park, and sometimes a farm 
countryman /'kAntrimon/ noun 1. a per¬ 
son who lives in the country, not in the town 
O Countrymen are protesting about the new 
tax. 2. a person who comes from the same 
country as you O He felt ashamed of his 
countrymen when he saw them fighting at the 
football stadium. (NOTE: The plural is coun¬ 
trymen.) 

country music /.kAntri 'mjuizik/, coun¬ 
try and western /.kAntri on 'weston/ noun 
a style of music popular in the southeastern 
United States, especially Temiessee 
@ countryside /'kAntrisaid/ noun land 
away from towns O the beautiful English 
countryside in spring O The countryside is in 
danger of being covered in new houses. 
(NOTE: no plural) 

® county /'kaunti/ noun an administrative 
district. Synonym region (NOTE: The plural 

is counties.) 

county council /.kaunti 'kaunsol/ noun 
a group of people elected to run a county 
county town /'kaunti taun/ noun the 
main town of a county, where the administra¬ 
tive offices are 

coup /kui/ noun 1. the act of taking over a 
government by force O The army took over 
after yesterday’s bloody coup. O The officers 
who planned the failed coup were all exe¬ 
cuted. Full form coup d’etat 2. a great suc¬ 
cess, a successful move O Getting the 
Minister of Education to open the school ex¬ 
hibition was a coup for the organisers. 


court 

coupe /'kuipei/ noun a car with two doors 
and a fixed roof 

(J) couple /'kAp(o)l/ noun 1. two things to¬ 
gether 2. two people together O They are a 
charming couple. O Several couples strolled 
past hand in hand. ■ verb 1. to connect or 
combine O High tides coupled with strong 
winds caused flooding along the coast. 2. to 
join two machines together O Couple the 
trailer to the back of the truck. O a couple 
of 1 . two O I have a couple of jobs for you to 
do. O The film lasted a couple of hours. 2. a 
few O Can you move the chairs a couple of 
yards to the left? O Do you mind waiting a 
couple of minutes while I make a phone call? 
couplet /'kAplot/ noun two lines of poetry 
coupon /'kuipon/ noun a piece of paper 
which is used in place of money or in place 
of a ticket. Synonym voucher 
courage /'kAric^/ noun being brave when 
in a dangerous situation O She showed great 
courage in attacking the burglar. Synonym 
bravery. Antonym cowardice (NOTE: no 
plural) 

courageous /k3'reid39s/ adj brave. Ant¬ 
onym cowardly 

courageously /ko'reid33sli/ adv bravely 
courgette /ko:' 3 et/ noun the young fruit of 
the marrow (NOTE: The US term is zuc¬ 
chini.) 

courier /'kurio/ noun 1. a person who car¬ 
ries messages O a motorcycle courier 2. a 
guide for tourists on a package tour o We 
were met at the airport by a courier. O The 
courier tried hard to deal with all our com¬ 
plaints about the hotel. 

(J) course /ko:s/ noun 1. □ in due course 
after a certain amount of time O If you study 
for several years at college, in due course 
you will get a degree. O Put a coin in the slot 
and in due course the machine will produce a 
ticket. □ in the course of during o He’s got 
much richer in the course of the last few 
years. 2. a series of lessons O I’m taking a 
maths course. O She’s going on a painting 
course. O She has finished her secretarial 
course. O The hotel offers weekend courses 
in watercolour painting. 3. a series of treat¬ 
ments O He’s taking a course of antibiotics. 
4. a separate part of a meal O a five-course 
meal O The first course is soup, and then you 
can have either fish or roast lamb. 
coursebook /'koisbuk/ noun a book used 
by students taking a certain course 
coursework /'ko:sw3:k/ noun work 
which students must complete during an aca¬ 
demic course 

(J) court /ko:t/ noun 1. a room with a judge 
who tries criminals, sometimes with a jury O 
The court was packed for the opening of the 
murder trial. O Please tell the court what you 
saw when you opened the door. O The defen- 
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dant was in court for three hours. □ to take 
someone to court to tell someone to appear 
in court to settle an argument 2. an area 
where sports such as tennis, basketball or 
squash are played O The tennis courts are be¬ 
hind the hotel. □ to be on court to be playing 
tennis O They were on court for over three 
hours. 3. a group of people living round a 
king or queen O The people at court were 
very cold towards the young princess. O It 
was dangerous to be a pretty young girl at 
the court of Henry VIII. ■ verb 1 . to try to 
persuade a woman to marry you (dated) o 
King Henry courted Anne Boleyn for some 
months. 2. to be often together before getting 
married O Do you remember when we were 
courting and you took me to see the sun set¬ 
ting over the sea at Brighton? O They’ve 
been courting for three years, and there are 
still no signs of them getting married. 3. to 
try to get someone to support you O He has 
been courting the shareholders to win their 
approval for the scheme. 4. □ to court disas¬ 
ter to risk disaster happening O You are 
courting disaster if you try to drive a sports 
car without a licence. 

court card /'ko:t ka:d/ noun the king, 
queen or jack in a set of cards 
court case /'ko:t keis/ noun a legal action 
or trial 

courteous /'k3:tios/ adj polite. Antonym 

rude 

courteously /'k3:tiosli/ adv politely 
courtesy /'k3:tosi/ noun 1. politeness o 
The hotel staff showed us every courtesy. O 
She might have had the courtesy to apolo¬ 
gise. O Children should show some courtesy 
towards their grandparents. 2. □ (by) cour¬ 
tesy of as a gift from, with the kind permis¬ 
sion of O a box of chocolates by courtesy of 
the management O He arrived home two 
hours late, courtesy of the train service. 
courtesy bus /'k3:tosi bAs/, courtesy 
car /'k3:tosi ka:/, courtesy coach 
/'k3:tosi koutJV noun a bus or car or coach 
which is provided for people free of charge 
as a service 

courthouse /'koithaus/ noun especially 
US a building where trials are held 
courtier /'koitio/ noun a member of a royal 
court 

court-martial /koit'mcuJXo)!/ noun 1. a 
court which tries someone serving in the 
armed forces for offences against military 
discipline O He was found guilty by 
court-martial and sentenced to imprison¬ 
ment. 2. the trial of someone serving in the 
armed forces by the armed forces authorities 
O The court-martial was held in the army 
headquarters. (NOTE: The plural is 
courts-martial.) ■ verb to try someone who 
is serving in the armed forces o He was 


court-martialled for leaving his post when 
the enemy attacked. (NOTE: court- 
martialled. The US spelling is court- 
martialed.) 

court of appeal /,ko:t ov o'piil/ noun a 
court to which a person may go to ask for a 
decision or a sentence to be changed. Also 
called Appeal Court 

court order /ko:t 'o:do/ noun an order is¬ 
sued by ajudge 

courtroom /'koitruim/ noun a room 
where a judge holds a trial 
courtship /'koitjip/ noun 1. a period 
when a man and a woman form a romantic 
relationship before getting married O Their 
courtship lasted no more than six months 
which was very short in those days. 2. a spe¬ 
cial display put on by animals to attract the 
opposite sex O Some birds perform very 
elaborate courtship dances. 
courtyard /'ko:tja:d/ noun a small square 
area surrounded by buildings. Synonym 
patio 

COUSCOUS /'ku:sku:s/ noun 1. a food 
made of small grains of wheat 2. a dish of 
meat and couscous 

d> cousin /'kAz(o)n/ noun the son or 
daughter of your uncle or aunt O Our cousins 
from Canada are coming to stay with us for 
Christmas. O We didn't have a Christmas 
card from Cousin Charles this year. 
couturier /kui'tjuoriei/ noun a person 
who designs expensive fashionable clothes 
for women 

cove /kouv/ noun 1 . a small bay o Do you 
remember the small cove where we loved to 
go swimming? 2. a man (old) O He’s a 
strange cove. 

covenant /'kAvonont/ noun a legal con¬ 
tract. Synonym agreement ■ verb to agree 
to pay an amount of money each year by con¬ 
tract O He covenanted £50 per annum for 
seven years. 

Coventry /'kovontri/ noun □ to send 
someone to Coventry to refuse to speak to 
someone O After he told the teacher who 
broke the window, the other children sent 
him to Coventry. 

(D cover /'kAva/ noun 1. a thing put over 
something to keep it clean O Keep a cover 
over your computer when you are not using 
it. O Put a cover over the meat to keep the 
flies off 2. the front and back of a book or 
magazine O She read the book from cover to 
cover. 3. a place where you can hide or shel¬ 
ter O They ran for cover when it started to 
rain. □ under cover under a roof, not in the 
open air O If it rains the buffet will be served 
under cover. □ under cover of night or 
darkness at night, when everything is hidden 
O The commandos attacked under cover of 
night. O They crept out of the city under 


coverage 

cover of darkness. □ to take cover to shelter 
O It started to rain and they took cover under 
a tree. O When the robbers started shooting, 
the policeman took cover behind a wall. 4. an 
envelope or wrapping paper □ to send some¬ 
thing under separate cover to send some¬ 
thing in a separate envelope □ to send a 
magazine under plain cover to send a mag¬ 
azine in an ordinary envelope with no com¬ 
pany name printed on it ■ verb 1. to put 
something over something to keep it clean O 
You should cover the furniture with sheets 
before you start painting the ceiling. 2. to 
hide something O He covered the hole in the 
ground with leaves. O She covered her face 
with her hands. 3. to provide enough money 
to pay for something O The damage was cov¬ 
ered by the insurance. O The prize covers all 
the costs of the holiday. 4. to deal with some¬ 
thing completely O That covers all the points 
on the agenda. 5. to write a report on an 
event for a newspaper, radio or TV 
programme O The journalists covering the 
story were briefed by the police. 6. to travel a 
certain distance O They made good progress, 
covering twenty miles a day. 
coverage /'kAv(o)rid 3 / noun □ press cov¬ 
erage, media coverage the amount of space 
or time given to an event in newspapers or on 
TV O The company had good media cover¬ 
age for the launch of its new car. O Coverage 
of Wimbledon continues on BBC2. 
cover charge /'kAvo tja:d 3 / noun (in a 
restaurant) a charge per person in addition to 
the charge for food 

covered /'kAvad/ adj with a roof or lid 
over. Antonym exposed 
cover girl /'kAva g3il/ noun a female 
model whose picture appears on the front 
cover of a magazine 

covering /'kAv(o)rig/ noun a thing which 
covers 

covering letter /,kAV9rir) 'lets/ noun a 
letter explaining what is enclosed with it 
d> cover note /'kAvo nout/ noun a letter 
giving agreement for an insurance sent be¬ 
fore the policy is issued (NOTE: The US term 
is binder.) 

covert /'kouvot, 'kAvat/ adj hidden or se¬ 
cret. Antonym overt 

cover up /.kAvor Ap/ verb to cover some¬ 
thing completely O He covered up the mark 
on the wall with white paint. □ to cover up 
for someone to try to hide a mistake that 
someone has made O The staff tried to cover 
up for their boss. 

cover-up /'kAvar Ap / noun the hiding of a 
scandal. Synonym conspiracy 
cover version /'kAvo ,v3:J(o)n/ noun a 
new version of a song, recorded by someone 
other than the original singer 


crack 

covet /'kAvat/ verb to want something 
which belongs to someone else 
coveted /'kAvatid/ adj which everyone 
wants. Synonym sought-after 
(D COW /kau/ noun 1. a large female farm an¬ 
imal, kept to give milk o a field of cows o 
The farmer was milking a cow. □ until the 
cows come home for a very long time (infor¬ 
mal) O You can wait until the cows come 
home before getting paid. 2. a female of 
other animals O a cow elephant O a cow 
whale 3. a woman (rude) o That stupid cow! 
■ verb to frighten someone, to bully 
someone o He cowed all the others into do¬ 
ing what he wanted. Synonym intimidate 
coward /'kauod/ noun a person who is not 
brave 

cowardice /'kauodis/ noun the state of not 
being brave. Synonym weakness. Antonym 
courage 

cowardly /'kauodli/ adj not brave. Ant¬ 
onym brave 

<D cowboy /'kauboi/ noun 1. a man who 
looks after cows in the west of the United 
States 2. a workman who does bad work and 
charges a high price O a cowboy builder O 
The people we got in to paint the house were 
a bunch of cowboys. 

cowboy hat /'kauboi hset/ noun a large 
wide-brimmed hat worn by cowboys 
cower /'kauo/ verb to crouch down because 
you are afraid 

CO-worker /kou 'w3:ko/ noun someone 
who shares their work with one or more 
people 

COX /koks/ noun a person who steers a row¬ 
ing boat O She’s the cox of the university 
crew. (NOTE: The plural is coxes.) ■ verb to 
steer a rowing boat O She coxed the boat to 
victory in the regatta. 
coy /koi/ adj timid or shy 
coyote /koi'outi/ noun an American wild 
animal, like a small wolf 
crab /kraeb/ noun 1. an edible sea animal 
with eight legs, which walks sideways O The 
children caught several little crabs in the 
rock pools. 2. the meat of this animal, used as 
food O He ordered a crab sandwich. 3. □ to 
catch a crab to miss a stroke when rowing o 
One of the rowers caught a crab and all the 
others stopped rowing. 
crabby /'kraebi/ adj bad-tempered 
<D crack /kraek/ noun 1 . a sharp sound o the 
crack of a whip O The crack of a twig behind 
her made her turn round. 2. a long thin break 
in something hard O A crack appeared in the 
ceiling. O Her ring fell down a crack in the 
floorboards. O The field is so dry it is full of 
cracks. 3. □ to have a crack at something to 
try to do something ( informal ) o I’ve never 
tried windsurfing before but I’m willing to 
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have a crack at it. 4. a joke O She made a 
nasty crack about his bald patch. 5. a highly 
addictive form of the drug cocaine 6. □ at 
(the) crack of dawn as soon as it starts to be 
light O If we want to miss the traffic we must 
set off at (the) crack of dawn. ■ verb 1 . to 
make a sharp sound O A twig cracked as he 
stepped on it. 2. to make a long thin break in 
something O The stone cracked the glass. 3. 
□ to crack jokes to tell jokes o He spent the 
entire lunch break cracking jokes. 4. to find 
out how a code works O They spent months 
trying to crack the enemy codes. 
crackdown /'kraekdaun/ noun a campaign 
against something ( informal ) 
crack down on /,kraek 'daun Dn/ verb to 
work hard to reduce crime 
cracked /kraekt/ adj with a crack in it 
cracker /'kraeko/ noun 1. a dry biscuit 
made of flour and water O After the main 
course they served cheese and crackers. 2. a 
little firework which makes a series of bangs 
O Crackers were going off all round the pro¬ 
cession to the temple. 3. same as Christmas 
cracker 

crackers /'kraekoz/ adj mad ( informal) 
cracking /'kraskir)/ adj very fast □ a 
cracking pace a fast speed (dated) o The 
marathon leader set a cracking pace and no 
one else could keep up. 
crackle /'kraek(o)l/ noun a small dry sound 
O He was woken by the crackle of flames. ■ 
verb to make little dry sounds, like some¬ 
thing burning O The bonfire crackled away in 
a corner of the garden. 
crackling /'kraeklig/ noun hard baked pork 
skin 

crackpot /'kraekpot/ adj eccentric or 
slightly odd ( informal ) o It’s just one of his 
crackpot ideas for making money. ■ noun an 
eccentric person ( informal insult) 
cradle /'kreid(o)l/ noun 1. a baby’s bed 
which can be rocked O She rocked the baby 
to sleep in its cradle. □ from the cradle to 
the grave for the whole of your life O The 
government is abandoning the cra- 
dle-to-grave insurance scheme. 2. a support 
for a piece of machinery 3. a place where 
something started O Greece is the cradle of 
Western civilisation. ■ verb to hold some¬ 
thing gently in your arms or hands O The lit¬ 
tle girl was cradling her doll. 
craft /kraift/ noun 1. the skill of making 
something by hand O traditional rural crafts 
such as thatching O He learnt the craft of fur¬ 
niture-making as a boy. 2. something made 
skilfully by hand O local crafts for sale O a 
craft fair (NOTE: usually plural) 3. a ship o 
The sleek craft slipped out of harbour. O All 
sizes of craft took part in the rescue. (NOTE: 
The plural in this meaning is craft.) 


-craft /kra:ft/ suffix 1. vehicle O aircraft o 
spacecraft (NOTE: In this meaning, words 
ending in -craft have the plural form -craft.) 
2. art O Stagecraft is the art of writing plays 
and putting them on. O Witchcraft is the art 
of casting spells. (NOTE: In this meaning, 
words ending in -craft do not have a plural 
form.) 

craftily /'kraiftili/ adv cunningly 
craftsman /'kraiftsmon/ noun an artist 
who is expert at making things by hand 
(NOTE: The plural is craftsmen.) 
craftsmanship /'kraiftsmonfip/ noun 
the skill of a craftsman 
craftswoman /'kraiftswumon/ noun a 
woman who is expert at making things by 
hand (NOTE: The plural is craftswomen.) 

® crafty /'kraifti/ adj sly, planning some¬ 
thing in secret. Synonym cunning. Antonym 
forthright (NOTE: craftier - craftiest) 
crag /kraeg/ noun a steep cliff 
craggy /'kraegi/ adj rough, with lines like a 
rock 

<D cram /kraem/ verb 1. to squeeze some¬ 
thing into a small space O She crammed all 
her clothes into a little suitcase. O Don ’t try 
to cram so many interviews into one day. 2. 
to leam facts hurriedly before an examination 
O Everybody’s at home cramming for their 
finals. (NOTE: cramming - crammed) 
crammed /kraemd/ adj full of things or 
people squeezed tightly together. Antonym 
empty 

cramp /kraemp/ noun a pain in a tight mus¬ 
cle which will not relax O He went swimming 
and got cramp in the cold water. O She woke 
up with cramp in her right leg. Synonym 
spasm ■ verb □ to cramp someone’s style 
to stop someone doing what he wants, or de¬ 
veloping O Having my mother-in-law for 
Christmas tends to cramp our style a bit. 
cramped /kraempt/ adj too small. Syn¬ 
onym overcrowded. Antonym spacious 
crampons /'kraemponz/ plural noun a set 
of metal hooks attached to boots for climbing 
in ice and snow 

cranberry /'kraenb(o)ri/ noun a bitter wild 
red berry, used to make a sharp sweet sauce 
or drink 

crane /krein/ noun 1. a tall metal piece of 
equipment for lifting heavy weights O The 
container slipped as the crane was lifting it 
onto the ship. O They had to hire a crane to 
get the piano into the upstairs room. 2. a 
large bird with long legs ■ verb □ to crane 
your neck to stretch your neck O He craned 
his neck to try to see the procession. 
cranium /'kreiniom/ noun the bones cov¬ 
ering the top part of the head 
crank /kraeg k/ noun 1. a metal arm with a 
right angle, often mounted on a shaft O You ’ll 
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need a crank to start the engine. 2. a very 
strange person O She’s a bit of a crank when 
it comes to food, because there are so many 
things she won’t eat. ■ verb to start an en¬ 
gine by turning it with a handle O Thank 
goodness I don’t have to crank the car every 
time I use it. 

crank out /,kraegk 'aut/ verb to produce a 
series of things as if by a machine ( informal) 
crankshaft /'kraerjkjaift/ noun a part of a 
car engine which converts the up-and-down 
motion of the pistons into a circular motion 
cranny /'krasni/ noun a small crack, a small 
gap. t nook. Synonym crevice 
crap /krasp/ ( slang offensive) noun 1 . solid 
waste matter from the body □ I need a crap I 
must go to the toilet 2. rubbish O You ’re talk¬ 
ing crap. O That film was a load of crap. ■ 
adj no good, useless O Your team is just crap, 
ours is miles better. 

d> crash /kraej/ noun 1. an accident where 
vehicles are damaged O He was killed in a 
train crash. O None of the passengers was 
hurt in the coach crash. O His car was badly 
damaged in the crash. 2. a loud noise when 
something falls over O The ladder fell down 
with a crash. O He said he would go and do 
the washing up, and then there was a crash 
in the kitchen. 3. the collapse of a company O 
He lost all his savings in the bank crash. 4. 
the complete breakdown of a computer 
(NOTE: The plural is crashes.) ■ verb 1. (of 
vehicles) to hit something and be damaged o 
The bus crashed into a wall. O The plane 
crashed six kilometres from the airport. 2. to 
move, making a loud noise O The wall came 
crashing down. O The ladder crashed onto 
the floor. 3. (of a company) to collapse o He 
lost all his savings when the bank crashed. 4. 
(of a computer) to stop working o The hard 
disk has crashed but we think the data can be 
retrieved. 

crash barrier /'krasj .bserio/ noun a 
strong fence to prevent cars from running off 
the road 

crash course /'kraej ko:s/ noun a course 
of fast hard study 

crash helmet /'kraej .helmit/ noun a hard 
hat worn by motorcyclists 
crash-land /kraej 'laend/ verb (of an air¬ 
craft) to land without using the wheels, so 
that the aircraft is damaged 
crash-landing /kraej 'laendip/ noun the 
act of landing a plane heavily, without using 
the wheels 

crass /kraes/ adj rude, stupid or coarse, not 
caring about what people think. Synonym 

insensitive 

crate /kreit/ noun 1. a large rough wooden 
box O The dinner set arrived safely, carefully 
packed in a wooden crate. 2. a container for 
bottles O The school orders a crate of milk 


every day. O They had a crate of beer in the 
back of their car. ■ verb to put something 
into a crate O Every piece of china was 
wrapped in paper, and the whole lot was then 
crated to be sent to the shipper. 
crater /'kreito/ noun 1. a hole made by a 
bomb O Over the winter, the bomb craters 
fdled up with rainwater. 2. a round hole at 
the top of a volcano O A group of scientists 
flew over the crater to monitor the activity of 
the volcano. 3. a round hole on the Moon or a 
planet, where a meteorite has hit it O A map 
of the craters of the Moon. 
cravat /kro'vast/ noun a type of scarf worn 
by men round the neck inside the shirt collar 
(NOTE: The US term is ascot.) 
crave /kreiv/ verb to want something very 
much 

craving /'kreivir)/ noun a strong desire. 
Synonym longing 

crawl /kro:l/ noun 1. a very slow speed o 
The traffic on the motorway was reduced to a 
crawl. 2. a swimming style where each arm 
goes over your head in turn O He won the 
100m crawl. (NOTE: no plural) ■ verb 1. to 
move around on your hands and knees O The 
baby has just started to crawl. 2. to go along 
slowly O The traffic was crawling along. 3. □ 
to be crawling with to be covered with o 
The place was crawling with ants. O The 
streets were crawling with police. 
crayfish /'kreifij/ noun a freshwater ani¬ 
mal like a little lobster (NOTE: The plural is 
crayfish. An alternative US term is craw¬ 
fish.) 

crayon /'kreion/ noun a coloured wax 
pencil 

craze /kreiz/ noun a new fashion. Synonym 

fad 

crazed /kreizd/ adj mad, acting wildly. 
Synonym irrational. Antonym rational 
(D crazy /'kreizi/ adj mad O It was a crazy 
idea to go mountain-climbing in sandals. □ 
to drive someone crazy to have an effect on 
someone so that they become very annoyed 
O The noise is driving me crazy. O All this 
work is driving her crazy. □ crazy about 
very enthusiastic about O He’s crazy about 
her. O She’s crazy about ballroom dancing. 
creak /kri:k/ noun a noise like bending 
wood O She heard a creak on the stairs and 
sat up in bed. ■ verb to make a squeaky 
noise O The front gate creaks, which means 
that we hear when anyone comes into the 
garden. O The shed door creaked and banged 
all night in the high wind. (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with creek.) 

creaky /'kriiki/ adj which makes a creaking 
noise 

@ cream /kriim/ noun 1. the rich top part of 
milk, full of fat O I like strawberries and 
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cream. □ whipped cream cream, beaten un¬ 
til it is stiff and often flavoured with sugar 
and vanilla 2. a soft substance used, e.g. for 
cleaning O face cream O shaving cream O 
shoe cream 3. the top few O the cream of the 
medical students ■ adj coloured like cream, a 
very pale brown o He was wearing a cream 
shirt. O Do you like our new cream carpet? ■ 
verb to beat into a smooth paste o Cream the 
butter and sugar in a bowl. Synonym blend 
cream cake /kriim 'keik/ noun any cake 
or pastry filled with whipped cream 
cream cheese /kriim 'tjiiz/ noun a soft 
white cheese 

cream tea /kriim 'ti:/ noun afternoon tea, 
with scones, thick cream and jam 
creamy /'kriimi/ adj 1. full of cream o Be¬ 
cause of my diet, rich creamy puddings are a 
thing of the past. 2. smooth and liquid like 
cream O a tempting piece of creamy cheese 
oozing onto the plate O The chocolate pud¬ 
ding is too solid, it is nicer when it is a little 
creamier. (NOTE: creamier - creamiest) 
crease /kriis/ noun 1. a fold made by iron¬ 
ing O Trousers should have a crease in front. 
2. a fold made accidentally O She ironed his 
shirts to remove the creases. 3. (in cricket) a 
line marking the place where a batsman 
stands in front of the wicket ■ verb to make 
folds accidentally in something O After two 
hours in the car, my skirt was badly creased 
and had to be pressed. 

creased /kriist/ adj showing creases from 
having been crushed or folded O Hang up 
your clothes as soon as you arrive otherwise 
everything will stay creased. 

<D create /kri'eit/ verb 1. to make, to invent 
something O Do you believe that God cre¬ 
ated the world? O A government scheme 
which aims at creating new jobs for young 
people. 2. to make a fuss (dated) o Tim’s 
creating again: he hates having to get 
dressed. 

<D creation /kri'eiJ(o)n/ noun 1. a thing 
which has been made O For dessert they 
served some sort of chocolate and cream cre¬ 
ation. O The model appeared on the catwalk 
wearing a pink and blue creation. 2. the act 
of creating O The aim is the creation of new 
jobs for young unemployed people. 

(§> creative /kri'eitiv/ adj full of ideas, al¬ 
ways making something O He’s a very cre¬ 
ative child. 

creative writing /kri.eitrv 'raitiq/ noun 
the writing of stories, poems, and other 
works of the imagination 
<S> creativity /.kriiei'trviti/ noun being full 
of ideas, always creating things 
creator /kri'eito/ noun a person who 
makes or invents something. Synonym 
maker. Antonym destroyer 


credit rating 

<D creature /'kriit Jo/ noun an animal o Lift 
any stone and you’ll find all sorts of little 
creatures underneath. O We try not to harm 
any living creature. O Some sea creatures 
live in holes in the sand. 
creche /kreJY noun a special room or build¬ 
ing where babies and small children can be 
looked after, often on a company’s premises. 
Synonym playgroup 

credence /'kriidns/ noun a belief that 
something is correct or true (NOTE: no plural) 
credentials /kn'denjolz/ plural noun let¬ 
ters or documents which describe a person’s 
qualities and skills O The new production 
manager has very impressive credentials. 
Synonym identification 
(D credibility /.kredi'biliti/ noun the qual¬ 
ity of being able to be believed. Synonym 
trustworthiness 

credible /'kredib(o)l/ adj which can be 
believed 

(D credit /'kredit/ noun 1. praise for some¬ 
thing which is well deserved O To his credit, 
he owned up immediately. O The professor 
took all the credit for the invention. □ it does 
you credit you must be proud of it O Your 
daughter does you both credit. □ he’s a 
credit to the school he’s done well and this 
gives honour to the school where he studied 

2. the time given to pay O We give purchas¬ 
ers six months’ interest-free credit. □ on 
credit without paying immediately O We 
bought the dining room furniture on credit. 

3. the side of an account showing money in 
hand or which is owed to you O We paid in 
£100 to the credit of Mr Smith. ■ verb 1. □ to 
credit someone with to say that someone has 
done something good O He has been credited 
with making the company profitable again. 2. 
to believe O I find that hard to credit. O 
Would you credit it? - She’s got married 
again! 3. to pay money into an account O to 
credit an account with £100 or to credit £100 
to an account 

creditable /'kredit3b(o)l/ adj which does 
you credit, which should be praised. Syn¬ 
onym admirable. Antonym shameful 
credit card /'kredit kaid/ noun a plastic 
card which allows you to borrow money and 
to buy goods without paying for them 
immediately 

credit limit /'kredit .limit/ noun the maxi¬ 
mum amount of money that a customer is al¬ 
lowed to spend on credit or charge to their 
credit card 

credit note /'kredit nout/ noun a note 
showing that money is owed 
® creditor /'kredit a/ noun a person who is 
owed money 

credit rating /'kredit .reitirj/ noun an 
amount which a bank feels a customer should 
be allowed to borrow 
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credits /'kredits/ plural noun the list of 
people who helped to make a film or TV 
programme 

creditworthy /'kreditw3idi/ adj able to 
buy goods on credit 

credulous /'kredjulos/ adj believing any¬ 
thing easily. Synonym gullible. Antonym 
astute 

creed /kri:d/ noun a statement of what you 
believe O Retraining for the unemployed is 
one of the government’s creeds. 
creek /kriik/ noun 1. a little inlet of the sea 
O We sailed along the coast exploring all the 
little creeks. O That creek looks too shallow 
for us to go up. 2. US a small river □ up the 
creek in a difficult situation ( informal) o If 
we don’t get any money by tomorrow evening 
we ’ll all be up the creek. 
creep /kriip/ verb 1. to move around qui¬ 
etly O They crept softly down the stairs. □ to 
creep up on someone to come up close be¬ 
hind someone without making any noise O 
The idea is to creep up on the gang as they 
are loading the stolen goods into the lorry. 2. 
to go along slowly O The traffic was creeping 
along the motorway because of the fog. ■ 
noun 1. an unpleasant person who does 
things in secret 2. □ to give someone the 
creeps to make someone shiver with disgust 
O I don’t like that bank manager - he gives 
me the creeps. (NOTE: creeping - crept) 
creeper /'kriipo/ noun a plant which grows 
close to the ground or climbs up walls. Syn¬ 
onym climber 

creepy /'kriipi/ adj which makes you feel 
strangely uncomfortable (informal). Syn¬ 
onym eerie (NOTE: creepier - creepiest) 
cremate /kri'meit/ verb to bum a dead 
body. Synonym incinerate 
cremation /kri'mei^o)^ noun the burn¬ 
ing of a dead body 

crematorium /kremo'toiriom/ noun a 
place where the bodies of dead people are 
burnt (NOTE: The plural is crematoria. The 
US term is crematory.) 

Creole /'krfioul/ noun 1. a person of mixed 
African and European family from the West 
Indies or from the southern states of the 
United States O Thousands of Creoles form 
the civil service of the country. 2. a person 
who is a descendant of one of the original 
French settlers in the West Indies or the 
southern states of the United States, espe¬ 
cially Louisiana O She comes from an old 
Creole family. 3. the language based on Eng¬ 
lish, with additions from other languages, 
spoken in the West Indies and the southern 
states of the United States O Chicken gumbo 
is a Creole term for chicken stew. ■ adj 
cooked with tomatoes and red peppers, 
served with rice O a dish of chicken creole as 
a main course 


creosote /'kriiosout/ noun a dark brown 
oily liquid, used to paint fences to stop the 
decay of wood ■ verb to paint with creosote 
O a newly creosoted fence 
crepe paper /kreip 'peipo/ noun slightly 
crinkly coloured paper 
crept /krept/ 0 creep 
crescendo /kri'Jendou/ noun 1. an in¬ 
crease in sound, especially in music □ to rise 
to or reach a crescendo to become much 
louder O The music suddenly rose to a cre¬ 
scendo. 2. a rising to reach a high point O A 
crescendo of complaints came into the office. 
O Protests from the public reached a cre¬ 
scendo with a march on Downing Street. 
crescent /'krez(o)nt/ noun 1 . a curved 
shape, like a new moon O The new moon 
hung like a silver crescent over the lake. 2. a 
street which forms a semicircle O the beauti¬ 
ful 18th-century houses in Bath’s famous 
crescents 

cress /kres/ noun a plant whose seedlings 
are used for salads, especially together with 
seedlings of mustard, t watercress 
crest /krest/ noun 1 . the highest point 
along the length of a mountain or a wave O 
Follow the path along the crest of the hill - 
the view is splendid. O The crests of some of 
the waves reached 30 feet. 2. the highest 
point of something O When the president was 
elected he was at the crest of his popularity. 
3. the feathers on the head of a bird O A pea¬ 
cock has a tall coloured crest. O A striking 
black cockerel with a red crest. 4. a coat of 
arms O His family crest is a red lion. O His 
college crest is still hanging on his bedroom 
wall. 

crested /'krestid/ adj with a crest 
crestfallen /'krestfoilon/ adj depressed. 
Synonym downcast. Antonym confident 
crevasse /kro'vaes/ noun a deep crack in 
hard ground. Synonym fissure 
crevice /'krevis/ noun a small crack in a 
rock or wall 

(D crew /kru:/ noun the people who work on 
a vehicle such as boat, aircraft or bus O The 
lifeboat rescued the crew of the sinking ship. 
O The plane was carrying 125 passengers 
and a crew of six. ■ verb to be a member of a 
crew O She crewed on the transatlantic 
yacht. 

crewcut /'kruikAt/ noun a very short 
haircut 

crewman /'kruimon/ noun a man who is a 
member of a ship’s crew (NOTE: The plural is 

crewmen.) 

crew neck /'kru: nek/ noun 1 . a garment’s 
round neckline 2. a sweater with a tight 
round neck 

crib /krib/ noun 1. US a baby’s bed 2. a 
model of the scene of the first Christmas dis- 
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played in a church at Christmastime 3. a 
word-for-word translation or list of answers 
to help a student with homework ■ verb to 
copy something ( informal) Synonym cheat 
(NOTE: cribbing - cribbed) 
crick noun a pain in the neck or back ■ verb 
to cause a pain in the neck or back 
(D cricket /'krikit/ noun 1. a game played 
between two teams of eleven players using 
bats and a hard ball O We haven’t played 
much cricket this year - the weather has been 
too bad. O We are going to a cricket match 
this afternoon. 2. □ it’s not cricket it is not 
fair (informal) 3. a little insect which makes a 
singing noise 

cricketer /'krikito/ noun a person who 
plays cricket 

cried /kraid/, cries /kraiz/ 1 > cry 
(D crime /kraim/ noun 1. illegal acts in gen¬ 
eral O We must try to reduce the levels of 
crime in the inner cities. O The government is 
trying to deal with the problem of teenage 
crime or with the teenage crime problem. 2. 
an illegal act O More crimes are committed 
at night than during the daytime. 
crime prevention /'kraim pri,venf(9)n/ 
noun actions such as fitting burglar alarms 
and lights to stop opportunities for crime to 
be committed 

crime wave /'kraim weiv/ noun an in¬ 
crease in the number of crimes 
<D criminal /'krimin(3)l/ adj referring to il¬ 
legal acts O the criminal justice system O He 
has a criminal record. O Stealing is a crimi¬ 
nal offence. ■ noun a person who commits a 
crime O The police think two well-known 
criminals did it. Synonym offender 
criminalise /'kriminolaiz/, criminalize 
verb 1. to make something illegal 2. to make 
someone into a criminal 
criminal law /.kriminfo)! 'lo:/ noun laws 
which deal with crimes against the law of the 
land, which are punished by the state. Com¬ 
pare civil law 

criminally /'kriminoli/ adv so bad as to be 
against the law 

criminal negligence /.kriminfo)! 
'neglid 3 ons/ noun acting with the result that 
harm is done to other people 
criminal record / l krimin(3)l 'rekmd/ 
noun a police record that lists any crimes that 
a person has been arrested for 
criminologist /,krimi'nDl3d3ist/ noun a 
person who makes a study of crime and 
criminals 

criminology /.krimi'nDlod^i/ noun the 
academic study of crime and criminals 
crimson /'krimzon/ adj deep red o The 
shop had a large crimson heart in the win¬ 
dow on Valentine’s Day. O She was so em¬ 
barrassed, she turned bright crimson. ■ 


noun a deep red colour o According to the 
Sunday paper, crimson will be the colour to 
wear next winter. 

cringe /krind 3 / verb 1. to bend to avoid a 
blow O The little boy cringed when he bear'd 
his father shouting. 2. to be embarrassed O 
Seeing the boss trying to make jokes just 
makes me cringe. O She cringed when her 
son started to play the violin. 
crinkle /'krir)k(3)l/ verb to fold or crush 
something, making many small creases 
crinkly /'knrjkli/ adj with many creases or 
curls. Synonym wrinkled (NOTE: crinklier - 
crinkliest) 

cripple /'krip(o)l/ noun a person who is 
disabled or has difficulty in walking (offen¬ 
sive) O Cripples sat outside the hotel, beg¬ 
ging for money from tourists. ■ verb 1 . to 
disable someone O He was crippled in a min¬ 
ing accident. 2. to prevent something from 
working O The explosion crippled the super¬ 
tanker and she drifted towards the rocks. O 
The bus and rail strike has crippled the capi¬ 
tal ’s transport system. 

crippling /'kriplir)/ adj which prevents 
someone from doing something 
(D crisis /'kraisis/ noun a serious situation 
where decisions have to be taken very 
quickly O an international crisis O a banking 
crisis □ to take crisis measures to take mea¬ 
sures quickly to stop a crisis developing O 
The government had to take crisis measures 
to stop the collapse of the currency. 
crisp /krisp/ adj 1. hard, which can be bro¬ 
ken into pieces or crunched o These biscuits 
are not crisp any more, they have gone soft. 
O Pick an apple off the tree, they’re really 
very crisp. 2. sharp and cold O It was a beau¬ 
tiful crisp morning, with frost glinting on the 
grass. O She could see her breath in the crisp 
mountain air. (NOTE: crisper - crispest) 
crispy /'krispi/ adj very crisp. Synonym 
crunchy. Antonym soggy 
criss-cross /'kris kros/ adj with lines 
crossing O What is the meaning of the 
criss-cross pattern of yellow lines at a road 
junction? ■ verb to go backwards and for¬ 
wards in different directions O We dodged 
through the cars, bicycles, carts and pedes¬ 
trians criss-crossing the street. 
criteria /krai'tiorio/ plural of criterion 
(D criterion /krai'tiorion/ noun the stan¬ 
dard by which things are judged (NOTE: The 
plural is criteria.) 

<D critic /'kritik/ noun 1. a person who ex¬ 
amines something and comments on it, espe¬ 
cially a person who writes comments on new 
plays and films for a newspaper O She’s the 
TV critic of the ‘Times’. O The film was 
praised by all the critics. 2. a person who 
says that something is bad or wrong O The 
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chairman tried to answer his critics at the 
meeting. 

(D critical /'kritik(3)l/ adj 1. dangerous and 
difficult O With the enemy attacking on all 
sides, our position was becoming critical. 2. 
extremely important O He made a critical de¬ 
cision to break off the negotiations. O Criti¬ 
cal relief supplies have been held up at 
customs. 3. very serious O The pilot of the 
crashed plane was in a critical condition last 
night. O The hospital said that her condition 
was critical. 4. which criticises O The report 
was highly critical of the minister. 
critically /'kntikli/ adv in a critical way. 
Synonym seriously. Antonym mildly 
critical mass /,kritik(3)l 'mass/ noun 1. 
the smallest amount of material required for a 
nuclear chain reaction 2. a point or situation 
which must be reached before a change oc¬ 
curs 3. the number of customers or size of 
market share that allows a business to begin 
to make money 4. the point in software de¬ 
velopment at which a piece of software ac¬ 
quires so many features that it stops being 
useful 

® criticise /'kritisaiz/, criticize verb to 
say that something or someone is bad or 
wrong O She criticised the sales assistant for 
not being polite. O The design of the new car 
has been criticised. 

® criticism /'kritisiz(9)m/ noun 1. a com¬ 
ment O If you have any constructive criti¬ 
cisms to make, I shall be glad to hear them. 
2. an unfavourable comment O There was a 
lot of criticism of the government’s plan. 

(D critique /kri'tiik/ noun a piece of careful 
literary criticism. Synonym analysis 
croak /krouk/ noun a deep sound, like the 
call of a frog or crow ■ verb to make a deep 
sound O The frogs started croaking in the 
pond. 

crochet /'kroujei/ noun a type of knitting 
using one needle with a hook at the end O 
The baby was wrapped in a blue crochet 
shawl. ■ verb to make something out of 
wool, using a hooked needle O Who cro¬ 
cheted the beautiful jumper you are wearing? 
(NOTE: crocheted /'kroujeid/ - crocheting 
/'kroufenr)/) 

crockery /'krDkori/ noun cups, saucers and 
plates made from pottery (NOTE: no plural) 
crocodile /'krokodail/ noun 1. a large rep¬ 
tile which lives in or near rivers and lakes 
and eats other animals O Crocodiles lay on 
the banks of the river waiting for the antelope 
to come to drink. 2. a long line of children 
walking in pairs O A crocodile of schoolchil¬ 
dren crossed the road to the swimming pool. 
crocus /'kroukos/ noun a little spring 
flower, in various colours, especially yellow 
and purple (NOTE: The plural is crocuses.) 


croissant /'kwassor)/ noun a rolled pastry, 
made in a curved shape 
crony /'krouni/ noun an old friend (disap¬ 
proving) Synonym associate (NOTE: The 
plural is cronies.) 

cronyism /'krouniiz(o)m/ noun giving 
jobs to your old friends ( disapproving) 
crook /kruk/ noun 1. a dishonest dealer o / 
don’t trust the government - they ’re a bunch 
of crooks. O That secondhand car dealer is a 
bit of a crook. 2. a bend O She held the baby 
in the crook of her arm. 3. a long stick with a 
bent top, used by shepherds ■ adj (in Austra¬ 
lia) ill 

crooked /'krukid/ adj 1 . bent, not straight 
O That picture is crooked. O I don’t think the 
wallpaper is straight - it looks crooked to 
me. 2. dishonest O The police commissioner 
promised to remove any crooked officers in 
his force. 

crookedly /'krukidli/ adv in a bent way; 
not straight 

croon /kru:n/ verb to sing in a soft voice 
(D crop /krop/ noun plants, such as vegeta¬ 
bles or cereals, grown for food O The bad 
weather has set the crops back by three 
weeks. O We had a wonderful crop of pota¬ 
toes or a wonderful potato crop this year. 
Synonym harvest ■ verb 1. to cut some¬ 
thing short O The photograph had to be crop¬ 
ped to fit the space on the page. 2. (of sheep) 
to eat grass so that it is very short O The field 
has been cropped short by sheep. 3. (of plant) 
to have fruit O The pear trees cropped 
heavily this year. (NOTE: cropping - 
cropped) 

cropped /kropt/ adj cut short 
(D crop up /,krop Ap/ verb to happen sud¬ 
denly (informal) 

croquet /'krouki/ noun a game played on 
grass 

croquette /kro'ket/ noun a small ball of 
potato, covered with breadcrumbs and fried 
(D cross /kros/ adj 1 . angry o The teacher 
will be cross with you for missing school. O 
Don’t be cross - the children were only try¬ 
ing to help. 2. opposed □ they were at cross 
purposes they thought they understood each 
other but were in fact in total disagreement ■ 
noun 1. a shape made where one line has an¬ 
other going across it, especially one which 
forms the symbol of the Christian Church O 
Write your name where I have put a cross. O 
There is a cross on the top of the church 
tower. 2. a breed of plant or animal 
which comes from two different varieties 
O A cross between two types of cattle. (NOTE: 
The plural is crosses.) ■ verb 1. to go 
across something to the other side O She just 
crossed the road without looking to see if 
there was any traffic coming. O The road 
crosses the railway line about 10 km from 
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here. O Concorde only takes three hours to 
cross the Atlantic. 2. to put one thing across 
another O He crossed his arms and looked 
annoyed. O She sat down and crossed her 
legs. 3. to breed a new animal or plant, etc., 
from two varieties O He crossed two strains 
of rice to produce a variety which is resistant 
to disease. 

crossbar /'krosba:/ noun 1. a bar which 
goes across a space, especially a bar which 
goes between the posts forming a goal O He 
kicked the ball over the crossbar and con¬ 
verted the try. O He almost scored, but the 
ball hit the crossbar. 2. a bar which crosses 
the frame of a man’s bicycle, from the seat to 
the steering column O She sat on his cross¬ 
bar. O Girls’ bicycles normally don’t have 
crossbars. 

crossbow /'krosbou/ noun a weapon 
which fires bolts 

crosscheck /'krostjek/ verb to check 
again to be sure 

cross-country /kros 'kAntri/ noun a race 
across fields and along paths, not on a run¬ 
ning track O The cross-country champion is a 
favourite to win the marathon. 
crossed cheque /.krost 'tjek/ noun a 
cheque which has two lines drawn across it 
and can only be paid into a bank 
cross-examination /,kros igzaemi- 
'neiJ(o)n/ noun the questioning of witnesses 
called by the other side in a case 
cross-examine /kros ig'zaemin/ verb to 
question witnesses called by the other side in 
a case, in the hope that you can destroy their 
evidence 

cross-eyed /,kros 'aid/ ad] with eyes that 
do not face forwards, but look inwards to¬ 
wards the nose ( offensive ) 
crossfire /'krosfaio/ noun gunfire from 
two directions, so that the fire crosses 
(D crossing /'krosirj/ noun 1. the action of 
going across to the other side of an area of 
water O How long is the crossing from Eng¬ 
land to Germany? □ they had a rough 
crossing the sea was rough when they trav¬ 
elled across it 2. a place where you go across 
safely O Cars have to take care at the rail¬ 
way crossing. □ level crossing a place where 
a road crosses a railway line without a bridge 
or tunnel O The level crossing gates opened 
when the train had passed. 
cross-legged /kros 'legd/ adj, adv with 
one ankle over the other o He was sitting 
cross-legged on the floor. 
d> cross off /kros 'oil, cross out /kros 
'aut/ verb to draw a line through something 
which has been written to show that it should 
not be there 

crossover /'krosouvo/ noun 1. a bridge 
which takes a road or railway over another 


road, railway or river O How would a cross¬ 
over help relieve traffic congestion? 2. a 
change from one type of artistic work to an¬ 
other O He made the crossover from pianist 
to conductor without any difficulty. 
cross-question /kros 'kwestjon/ verb to 
cross-examine someone, to ask someone a lot 
of questions 

cross-refer /kros ri'f3i/ verb to tell the 
reader to look up something in another part 
of a book 

cross-reference /kros 'ref(3)rons/ noun 
a note in a reference book telling the 
reader to look in another part of the book for 
further information O Please check all cross- 
references for accuracy. O Cross-references 
are not only useful to readers but also save 
time. ■ verb to refer to something in another 
part of a text 

crossroads /'krosroudz/ noun a place 
where one road crosses another 
cross-section /'kros sekjon/ noun 1. a 
diagram made to show the inside of some¬ 
thing, as if it had been cut through O The pic¬ 
ture shows a cross-section of the Channel 
Tunnel. O Diagram 4 is a cross-section of a 
diesel engine. 2. a typical group of people O 
The team consulted a cross-section of the 
public in the shopping centre. 
cross-trainer /kros 'treino/ noun 1. an 
athlete who trains for more than one sport at 
a time 2. a shoe designed for more than one 
sporting activity 3. an exercise machine in¬ 
tended to develop many different groups of 
muscles 

cross-training noun training in different 
sports such as running and weightlifting, usu¬ 
ally in order to improve performance in one 
of the sports ■ adj designed to be used for 
more than one kind of sport 
crosswalk /'kroswoik/ noun US a place 
where you can walk safely across a street 
(NOTE: The British term is pedestrian 
crossing or zebra crossing.) 
crossword /'krosw3id/ noun a puzzle 
where small squares have to be filled with 
letters to spell words 

crotch /krotj/ noun a place between the 
tops of your legs (NOTE: The plural is 

crotches.) 

crotchet /'krotj’it/ noun a note in music 
half as long as a minim and twice as long as a 
quaver 

crotchety /'krotjiti/ adj irritable 
<D crouch /krautJ7 verb to bend down low. 
Synonym squat 

crouton /'kruiton/ noun a crunchy cube of 
fried bread used as a garnish 
crow /krou/ noun a large black bird o The 
crows make such a noise in the trees that it 
wakes us up. □ as the crow flies in a straight 
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line O It’s only a couple of miles as the crow 
flies, but since there’s no bridge over the 
river, it takes over half an hour to drive 
there. ■ verb 1. (of a cock) to make a loud 
call O The sound of the cock crowing woke 
them all up. 2. □ to crow about something 
to boast about something o He’s always 
crowing about his success with women. O 
Stop crowing - just because you’ve won one 
game doesn’t mean you 're going to win the 
competition. □ to crow over someone to be 
happy because you have beaten someone or 
because someone has made a mistake 

crowbar /'kroubai/ noun a heavy metal 
bar for opening boxes and lifting things 
© crowd /kraud/ noun a mass of people o 
She was cut off from her friends by a crowd 
of schoolchildren. O After the election, the 
crowds were dancing in the streets. O Some¬ 
one in the crowd threw an egg at the speaker 
on the platform. O If you travel early, you 
will avoid the crowds of Christmas shoppers. 
■ verb to group together O All the rugby fans 
crowded into the pub. O The children were 
crowding round their teacher. 

(D crowded /'kraudid/ adj with a large 
number of people O The town gets very 
crowded during the holiday season. O The 
stands were crowded before the game 
started. Synonym overcrowded. Antonym 
deserted 

(D crown /kraun/ noun 1 . a jewelled metal 
headdress for an emperor, king or queen O 
The archbishop placed the crown on the head 
of the young king. O The queen received the 
ambassadors wearing a heavy gold crown. 2. 
(in Britain) the king or queen representing the 
state O In England, all swans belong to the 
crown. O The Crown Jewels are kept in the 
Tower of London. □ counsel for the Crown 
a lawyer representing the state in a trial 3. a 
false top attached to a broken tooth O I’m go¬ 
ing to the dentist to have a crown fitted. ■ 
verb 1. to make someone king or queen by 
placing a crown on his or her head O The 
Queen was crowned in Westminster Abbey. 
2. to be a splendid or dreadful end to some¬ 
thing O To crown it all, he won the lottery. O 
To crown it all, the car caught fire on the 
level crossing. 3. to attach a false top to a 
broken tooth O The dentist said that the tooth 
was so badly broken that he would have to 
crown it instead of trying to fill it. 
crowning /'kraumg/ noun the act or occa¬ 
sion of a coronation ■ adj 1. representing 
outstanding achievement 2. forming a high 
point 

(D crucial /'kruiJ(o)l/ adj extremely impor¬ 
tant O It is crucial that the story be kept out 
of the papers. Synonym vital. Antonym 
trivial 
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crucially /'kruijoli/ adv seriously, 
extremely 

crucible /'kruisib(9)l/ noun a pot used for 
heating metals 

crucifix /'kruisifiks/ noun a cross with a 
figure of Jesus Christ on it (NOTE: The plural 

is crucifixes.) 

crucifixion /.kruisi'fikjon/ noun the act 
of killing a person by nailing him to a cross 
crucify /'kruisifai/ verb 1. to nail someone 
to a cross as a punishment O Christ was cru¬ 
cified between two thieves. 2. to criticise 
someone sharply O My brother would crucify 
me if he knew I had used his car without ask¬ 
ing him. O I can’t call her now, she'd crucify 
me if I woke her up. 

crude /kruid/ adj 1. untreated o Beaches 
were covered in crude oil from the tanker. 2. 
rude, with no manners O He made some 
crude gestures at the fans. (NOTE: cruder - 
crudest) ■ noun raw petroleum, taken from 
the ground O The price of Arabian crude has 
fallen. 

d> cruel /'kruiol/ adj causing pain, making a 
person or animal suffer O You must not be 
cruel to your new puppy. O It was cruel of 
him to mention her weight problem. (NOTE: 

crueller - cruellest. The US spelling is 
crueler - cruelest.) 

@ cruelty /'kruiolti/ noun the act of being 
cruel 

cruet /'krunt/ noun a set of containers for 
salt and pepper, which is put on the table 
cruise /kruiz/ noun a long journey in a ship 
calling at different places O When he retired 
they went on a cruise round the Mediterra¬ 
nean. Synonym voyage ■ verb 1. to go in a 
boat from place to place O They spent May 
cruising in the Aegean. O The ship cruised 
from island to island. 2. to travel at an even 
speed O The car cruises very comfortably at 
160 kilometres an hour. 3. to win without 
much difficulty O He cruised to victory in the 
race. 

cruise liner /'kruiz .laino/, cruise ship /- 

'kruiz Jip/ noun a large passenger ship 
which takes people on cruises 
cruise missile /kruiz 'misail/ noun a 
long-range guided missile 
cruiser /'kruizo/ noun a large warship, 
smaller than a battleship O How many cruis¬ 
ers can the Navy send to the war zone? 
crumb /krAm/ noun a small piece of dry 
food such as bread, cake or biscuits. Syn¬ 
onym morsel 

crumble /'krAmbol/ noun a hot cooked 
dessert made of fruit covered with a mixture 
of flour, fat and sugar O We are having apple 
crumble and custard for pudding. ■ verb 1 . 
to break something up into small pieces O He 
picked up a lump of dry earth and crumbled 
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it between his fingers. O As the waves bat¬ 
tered the cliff it began to crumble away. 2. to 
collapse O As the witness said what he had 
seen, the defendant’s case crumbled. O All 
her confidence began to crumble. 
crummy /'krAmi/ adj no good ( informal) 
(NOTE: crummier - crummiest) 
crumpet /'krAmpit/ noun a type of round 
flat bread, with holes on one side, toasted and 
covered with butter 

crumple /'krAmpol/ verb 1. to crush or to 
screw something up into a ball O I heard him 
crumple up the paper and throw it into the 
wastepaper basket. 2. to become full of lines 
or folds O Her shirt was crumpled because 
she had been lying on the grass. O The box 
was full of crumpled bits of paper. 
crunch /krAntJV noun 1 . the sound of 
something dry being crushed O the crunch of 
dry snow under his boots 2. a crisis point O 
The crunch will come when the firm has no 
cash to pay the wages. □ if it comes to the 
crunch if crisis point is reached O When it 
came to the crunch, the other side backed 
down. ■ verb 1. to crush something dry o 
The snow crunched under his boots. 2. to 
chew something hard which makes a noise 
when you are eating O She was crunching an 
apple when the phone rang. 
crunchy /'ki'AntJi/ adj which makes a 
noise when you are eating. Synonym crispy. 
Antonym soggy 

crusade /krui'seid/ noun a strong action 
to stop or change something O The gov¬ 
ernment has launched a crusade against 
drugs. ■ verb to take part in a crusade o 
He has been crusading for more government 
action to reduce unemployment. Synonym 
campaign 

crusader /krui'seido/ noun a person who 
takes part in a crusade. Synonym cam¬ 
paigner 

Crusades /krui'seidz/ plural noun medi¬ 
eval wars against Muslims in the Middle 
East, led by Christian kings (history) 
crush /krAjV verb 1 . to press something flat 
O She was crushed against the wall by the 
car. O Crush a piece of garlic and add it to 
the soup. 2. to end something completely O 
Government troops crushed the student re¬ 
bellion. O All her hopes of getting a better 
job were crushed by the report of the inter¬ 
view board. ■ noun 1. a mass of people o 
She was hurt in the crush of people trying to 
get to the exit. O He lost his briefcase in the 
crush on the train. 2. □ to have a crush on 
someone to have a feeling of love for some¬ 
one you do not know very well ( informal) o 
She had a crush on her tennis coach. 
crushing /'krAjir)/ adj which takes away 
all hope. Synonym devastating 


cub 

crust /krASt/ noun the hard outside layer of 
something such as bread or the earth. Syn¬ 
onym coating 

crustacean /krA'steiJ(3)n/ noun an ani¬ 
mal with a hard shell, usually living in the 
sea, such as a lobster or crab 
crusty /'krASti/ adj 1. with a hard outside 
layer O We had an excellent salad with a 
glass of wine and a piece of fresh crusty 
bread. 2. getting angry easily O The club is 
full of crusty old men nodding in leather arm¬ 
chairs. (NOTE: crustier - crustiest) 
crutch /krAtJ/ noun a strong support for a 
patient with an injured leg, formed of a stick 
with a holding bar or a T-bar which fits under 
the shoulder (NOTE: The plural is crutches.) 
crux /krAks/ noun the central point of a 
problem 

(D cry /krai/ noun 1. a loud shout o No one 
heard her cries for help. 2. a sharp sound 
made by a bird or animal O The cry of the ea¬ 
gles overhead. O We could hear the cries of 
monkeys in the trees. (NOTE: The plural is 
cries.) ■ verb 1. to have tears coming out of 
your eyes O The baby cried when her mother 
took away her toys. O Cutting up onions 
makes me cry. O Many people were crying 
when they left the cinema. □ to cry over spilt 
milk to be upset because of something which 
you couldn’t prevent ( informal ) O It’s no use 
crying over spilt milk - what’s happened has 
happened. 2. to call out O ‘Hello there ’, she 
cried. 

crypt /kript/ noun a cellar under a church 
cryptic /'kriptik/ adj secret and mysteri¬ 
ous. Antonym obvious 
crystal /'kristol/ noun 1. a solid chemical 
substance with a regular shape O The salt 
formed crystals at the bottom of the jar. 2. a 
very clear bright glass O a crystal wineglass 
crystal ball /.kristol 'boil/ noun 1. a for¬ 
tune teller’s glass ball 2. a means of predict¬ 
ing what will happen in the future 
crystal clear /.kristol 'kliio/ adj very 
clear, simple to understand 
crystalline /'kristolain/ adj 1. made of 
crystals, shaped like a crystal O Crystalline 
materials do not always form single regular 
crystals. 2. clear and pure like a crystal O The 
crystalline water of the mountain stream. 
crystallise /'kristolaiz/, crystallize verb 
1. to form crystals O Water crystallises to 
form snow. 2. to preserve fruit in sugar O We 
had a box of crystallised fruit for Christmas. 
3. to take shape O Following the meeting, our 
ideas began to crystallise. 
cub /kAb/ noun a young animal, especially a 
bear or fox O The cubs played in the sun 
while the vixen stood guard. O The bear led 
her cubs down to the river. 
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Cub /kAb/, Cub Scout /'kAb skaut/ noun a 
member of the young section of the Boy 
Scouts 

cubby-hole /'kAbi haul/ noun a little dark 
cupboard 

cube /kju:b/ noun 1. a shape where all six 
sides are square and join each other at right 
angles ( geometry) o The design for the li¬ 
brary is nothing more than a series of cubes. 
2. something shaped like a cube O He put two 
cubes of sugar in his tea. O The ice cubes 
chinked in the glasses. 3. the result when a 
number is multiplied by itself twice ( mathe¬ 
matics ) o 27 is the cube of 3. ■ verb 1 . to cut 
something into little cubes O Wash, peel and 
then cube the potatoes. 2. to multiply a num¬ 
ber twice by itself o If you cube 6 the result 
is 216 (6 x 6 x 6). 

cubed /kjuibd/ adj 1. made in little cubes 
O a pack of cubed sugar O Put the cubed veg¬ 
etables into the soup. 2. which is multiplied 
by itself twice ( mathematics) o 27 is 3 
cubed. 

cube root /kjuib 'ruit/ noun a number 
which if multiplied by itself twice gives the 
number you have (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with route.) 

(D cubic /'kjuibik/ adj measured in volume 
by multiplying length, depth and width 
(NOTE: Cubic is written in figures as 3 : 6m 3 
= six cubic metres; 10ft 3 = ten cubic feet.) 
cubicle /'kju:bik(o)l/ noun 1. a changing 
room in a shop, at the swimming baths O 
Look for an empty cubicle and change there. 
2. a small room which is part of a larger 
room, such as a dormitory O The scout leader 
sleeps in a little cubicle off the main 
dormitory. 

cubism /'kju:biz(o)m/ noun an art move¬ 
ment where colours and shapes are very 
important 

cuckoo /'kukui/ noun a bird which has a 
cry that sounds like its name and which lays 
its eggs in other birds’ nests O When you 
hear the first cuckoo you know that winter is 
over. O The cuckoo lays its eggs in the nests 
of other birds. □ a cuckoo in the nest some¬ 
one who comes into a family or organisation 
and gradually takes control ■ adj mad (infor¬ 
mal) o They must be cuckoo! Synonym ec¬ 
centric. Antonym ordinary 
cuckoo clock /'kuku: kick/ noun a clock 
where a model of a small bird comes out at 
each hour and makes a noise like a cuckoo 
cucumber /'kjuikAmbo/ noun a long dark 
green vegetable used in salads or for pickling 
□ as cool as a cucumber very calm and re¬ 
laxed ( informal) o He walked out of the 
prison as cool as a cucumber. 
cud /kAd/ noun food chewed by an animal a 
second time 


cuddle /'kAdl/ noun a hug o She picked up 
her daughter and gave her a cuddle. Syn¬ 
onym embrace ■ verb to hug someone o 
The little girl was cuddling her teddy bear. O 
There was a last chance to cuddle in the taxi 
that took them to the airport. 
cuddle up /,kAdl 'Ap/ verb □ to cuddle up 
to someone to hug someone O The children 
cuddled up to each other in the big armchair. 
cuddly /'kAdli/ adj soft and pleasant to hold 
or hug 

cudgel /'kAd 30 l/ noun a large stick for hit¬ 
ting people O Policemen carrying cudgels 
broke up the demonstration. □ to take up the 
cudgels on someone’s behalf to start to de¬ 
fend someone ( informal) o Who’s going to 
take up the cudgels on behalf of these aban¬ 
doned children? ■ verb □ to cudgel your 
brains to think hard O He cudgelled his 
brains to remember the author of the book. 
cue /kju:/ noun 1 . (in a play) words after 
which you have to speak or act O He missed 
his cue and had to be prompted. O The gun¬ 
shot is your cue to rush onto the stage 
screaming. □ to take your cue from some¬ 
one to do as someone else does O Watch the 
managing director during the negotiations 
and take your cue from him. 2. a long stick 
for playing billiards or snooker O Before 
playing his shot, he put some chalk on the tip 
of his cue. 

cuff /kAf/ noun 1 . the end of the sleeve 
round the wrist O The collar and cuffs of his 
shirt were dirty and frayed. □ speaking off 
the cuff, an off-the-cuff speech a speech 
made without notes O He was only asked to 
speak at the last minute, and, for an 
off-the-cuff speech, it was excellent. 2. US a 
folded part at the bottom of each leg of a pair 
of trousers O This year, slacks with cuffs are 
back in fashion. (NOTE: The British term is 
turnup.) 3. a hit with an open hand O She 
gave him a cuff on the back of the head to 
shut him up. ■ verb to hit someone o The 
parents said he had cuffed the child on the 
head. Synonym buffet 
cuff-links /'kAf lirjks/ plural noun little ob¬ 
jects, usually linked with a chain, which hold 
shirt cuffs together 

cuisine /kwi'ziin/ noun a style of cooking 
(meaning ‘ kitchen ) o Chinese cuisine is very 
different from European. O French cuisine is 
more and more popular in England. Syn¬ 
onym food 

cul-de-sac /'kAl do saek/ noun a small 
street which is only open at one end (NOTE: 
The plural is cul-de-sacs.) 
culinary /'kAlin(o)ri/ adj referring to 
cooking 

cull /kAl/ noun the practice of killing a cer¬ 
tain number of animals in order to keep the 
population under control O The deer cull 
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takes place in early October. Synonym re¬ 
ject ■ verb to kill a certain number of ani¬ 
mals in order to keep the population under 
control O About 10% of the deer population 
is culled each autumn. 

culminate /'kAlmineit/ verb □ to culmi¬ 
nate in to reach a climax O The race culmi¬ 
nated in a win for the Canadian driver. 
culmination /.kAlmi'nei^o)^ noun a fi¬ 
nal point, grand ending. Synonym conclu¬ 
sion. Antonym inception 
culpable /'kAlpob(3)l/ adj likely to attract 
blame. Synonym guilty 
culpable homicide /,kAlp3b(o)l 
'hmmsaid/ noun murder or manslaughter 
culprit /'kAlprit/ noun a person or thing 
that is responsible for a crime, for something 
which has gone wrong. Synonym offender 
cult /kAlt/ noun a small religious group 
cultivate /'kAltiveit/ verb 1. to dig and 
water the land to grow plants O Fields are 
cultivated in early spring, ready for sowing 
corn. 2. to grow plants O This field is used to 
cultivate new strains of wheat. 3. to do every¬ 
thing to get someone’s friendship o We are 
cultivating the new director to try to make 
sure we get the contract. 
cultivated /'kAltiveit id/ adj 1. who has 
been well educated in subjects such as music, 
art and literature O A really cultivated person 
wouldn ’t be seen dead in a karaoke bar. 2. 
(of a plant) which is specially grown and is 
not wild O Wild strawberries have a more in¬ 
tense flavour than cultivated ones. 3. (of 
land) prepared for growing crops O From the 
air, the cultivated fields were like a brown 
and green quilt. 

cultivation /,kAlti'veiJ*(3)n/ noun 1. the 
act of preparing the soil and growing plants O 
The cultivation of soft fruit is very dependent 
on the weather. □ under cultivation (of 
land) which is being cultivated o He has 
sixty acres under cultivation. 2. a good edu¬ 
cation O His lack of cultivation was apparent 
as soon as he began to speak. 

<D cultural /'kAltJ(9)rol/ adj referring to 
culture O The French cultural attache 
opened the exhibition. O His cultural inter¬ 
ests are very wide-ranging - from Mexican 
art to 12th-century Greek paintings. 

<D culture /'kAltJa/ noun 1. a country’s 
civilisation, including music, ail and litera¬ 
ture O He is taking a course in Russian cul¬ 
ture. O Is a TV in every home really the peak 
of Western culture? 2. the cultivation of 
plants O The culture of orchids must be done 
in warm damp conditions. 3. bacteria grown 
in a laboratory O The first part of the experi¬ 
ment is to grow a culture in the lab. 
cultured /'kAltJod/ adj 1. civilised, well 
educated o Our guide was a very cultured 
lady from Vienna. O Such behaviour is not 


acceptable in cultured society. 2. which has 
been grown artificially O Only an expert can 
tell the difference between a cultured pearl 
and a real one. 

culture shock /'kAltJo Jok/ noun the 
shock which you feel when moving from one 
type of society to another which is very 
different 

cumbersome /'kAmbssfajm/ adj large 
and heavy. Synonym unwieldy. Antonym 
manageable 

cumulative /'kjuimjulativ/ adj 1. which 
is added gradually, especially each year O 
The interest on this account is cumulative. O 
The cumulative effect of a series of late 
nights finally caught up with him and he fell 
asleep during the dinner. 2. which grows by 
adding new parts O A cumulative index is 
made up of several different indexes put 
together. 

cunning /'kAnir)/ noun cleverness and 
trickery O He showed cunning in his attempts 
to get tickets for the concert. ■ adj clever and 
full of tricks O They had a cunning plan to 
get into the exhibition free. 
cunningly /'kAmgli/ adv in a cunning way 
(D cup /kAp/ noun 1. a small bowl with a 
handle, used for drinking from O She put out 
a cup and saucer for everyone. 2. the liquid 
in a cup O He drank two cups of coffee. O 
Can I have a cup of tea? □ to make a cup of 
tea to prepare tea, usually in a pot O I’ll make 
you all a cup of tea. □ it’s not my cup of tea 
it’s not something I like very much (infor¬ 
mal) O Modern art isn’t really my cup of tea. 
3. a tall silver bowl given as a prize for win¬ 
ning a competition O He has won three cups 
for golf. ■ verb to put your hands into the 
shape of a cup O He cupped his hands under 
the trickle of water. (NOTE: cupping — 
cupped) 

(D cupboard /'kAbsd/ noun a piece of fur¬ 
niture with shelves and doors O Put the jam 
in the kitchen cupboard. O The best plates 
are in the dining room cupboard. O She 
painted the cupboard doors white. 
cup final /kAp 'fain(3)l/ noun the last 
game in a football or rugby competition, 
where the winning side is given the silver cup 
cupful /'kApful/ noun the quantity which a 
cup can hold 

cuppa /'kApo/ noun a cup of tea (informal) 
cup tie /'kAp tai / noun a sports match be¬ 
tween two teams as a result of which one 
must leave the competition 
curable /'kju3rob(9)l/ adj (of a disease) 
which can be cured 

curate /'kjuarst/ noun a priest who helps a 
parish priest 

curative /'kjuarativ/ adj which can cure. 
Synonym healing. Antonym injurious 


curator 
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curator /kju'reito/ noun a person in charge 
of a museum 

curb /k3ib/ noun 1. something which holds 
something back O The company needs to put 
a curb on its spending. 2. US the stone edge 
to a pavement O He sat on the curb and 
watched the cars go past. O Try not to hit the 
curb when you park. (NOTE: The British 
spelling is kerb.) ■ verb to hold something 
back O She needs to curb her enthusiasm to 
spend money. Synonym restrain 
curd /k3id/ noun a solid food made from 
sour milk 

curdle /'k3:d(o)l/ verb 1. to become or 
make something become solid and sour O If 
you add lemon juice to milk it will curdle 
it. O Milk will curdle in hot weather. 2. □ to 
make your blood curdle to make you very 
frightened O a story frightening enough to 
make their blood curdle O One's blood 
curdles at the mere thought of it. £> 
bloodcurdling 

cure /kjuo/ noun something which makes a 
disease better O Doctors are still trying to 
find a cure for colds. ■ verb 1 . to make a pa¬ 
tient or a disease better O I don’t know what’s 
in the medicine, but it cured my cough very 
fast. 2. to preserve meat, by putting it in salt 
O a piece of cured ham O This bacon has 
been cured in salt water. 
curfew /'k3ifju:/ noun a period when no 
one is allowed out into the street. Synonym 
restriction 

curiosity /.kjuori'Dsiti/ noun 1. wanting 
to know about something O I just asked out 
of sheer curiosity. 2. a strange object O The 
vase is a real curiosity - I’ve never seen any¬ 
thing like it before. (NOTE: The plural in this 
meaning is curiosities.) 

(D curious /'kjuorios/ adj 1. strange o She 
has a curious high-pitched voice. 2. wanting 
to know O I’m curious to know if anything 
happened at the party. 

curiously /'kjuoriosli/ adv 1. strangely O 
The meat has a curiously fishy smell. O Curi¬ 
ously enough, nobody noticed that he had 
dyed his hair green. 2. wanting to know O 
She peeped curiously into the box. 

(D curl /k3il/ noun 1. a lock of hair which 
twists O The little girl looked so sweet with 
her golden curls. 2. a twist in the hair O My 
hair has a natural curl. ■ verb 1. to make 
hair twist round O She curled her hair round 
her finger. O She went to the hairdresser’s to 
have her hair curled. 2. to twist O my hair 
curls naturally O Some creepers curl round 
other plants. 3. □ to curl up to bend your 
body into a round shape O She curled up on 
the sofa and went to sleep. 
curler /'k3:ta/ noun 1. a roller for curling 
hair 2 . a player of the sport of curling 


curry 

curling /'k3:lir)/ noun a Winter Olympic 
sport for two teams of four, similar to bowls 
on ice 

(D curly /'k3ili/ adj (of hair) with natural 
waves. Synonym wavy □ curly hair hair 
with natural waves in it O She has naturally 
curly hair. 

currant /'kAront/ noun 1. a small round 
fruit O I have planted some currant bushes. i> 
blackcurrant, redcurrant 2. a small dried 
black grape O a currant bun O fruit cake with 
currants, sultanas and raisins in it (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with current.) 

(D currency /'kAronsi/ noun 1. the money 
used in a certain country O I want to change 
my pounds into French currency. 2. the state 
of being known or accepted □ to gain cur¬ 
rency to become better known or more ac¬ 
cepted O The idea that the world was round 
began to gain currency in the later Middle 
Ages. 

(D current /'kAront/ noun 1 . a flow of water 
or air O Don’t go swimming in the river - the 
current is very strong. O A warm westerly 
current of air is flowing across the country. O 
Vultures circle in rising currents of warm 
air. 2. a flow of electricity O Switch the cur¬ 
rent off at the mains. (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with currant.) ■ adj 1. referring to the pres¬ 
ent time O What is your current position? O 
Who is the current prime minister of Japan? 
O Do you have a current timetable? - mine is 
out-of-date. □ what is the current rate of 
exchange? what is today’s rate of exchange? 
2. widely believed O The idea that the world 
was flat was current in the Middle Ages. 

® current account /'kAront o.kaunt/ 
noun a bank account from which you can 
take money at any time (NOTE: The US term 
is checking account.) 
current affairs /.kAront o'feoz/ plural 
noun the political situation as it is now O We 
are studying current affairs as part of our 
politics course. 

<D currently /'kArontli/ adv at the present 
time O He is currently the manager of our 
Paris office. O We are currently in the pro¬ 
cess of buying a house. 

® curriculum /ko'rikjulom/ noun the sub¬ 
jects studied in school O I am very glad that 
music and drama have been added to the cur¬ 
riculum. O The National Curriculum is fol¬ 
lowed by all British schools. (NOTE: The 
plural is curriculums or curricula.) 
curriculum vitae /ko.rikjubm viitai/ 
noun a summary of someone’s qualifications 
and experience 

(D curry /'kAri/ noun an Indian food pre¬ 
pared with spices O I would like a mild curry, 
please. O We ordered chicken curry and rice. 

(NOTE: The plural is curries.) ■ verb □ to 
curry favour with someone to try to please 


curry powder 

someone O He’s just trying to curry favour 
with the boss by coming in at seven o ’clock in 
the morning. 

curry powder /'kAri 'paudo/, curry 
paste /'kAri peist/ noun a hot spicy powder 
or paste, used in Indian cooking 
<S> curse /k3is/ noun 1. a swearword o He 
threw the letter down with a curse. 2. a magic 
word to make something unpleasant happen 
to someone o The witch put a curse on the 
whole family. 3. something which causes you 
problems O Being on call 24 hours a day is 
the curse of being a doctor. O Pollution is the 
curse of industrialised societies. ■ verb 1. to 
swear O He cursed under his breath and 
marched out of the room. 2. to wish that 
something bad should happen to someone 
cursed /k3ist/ adj □ cursed with having a 
problem which is embarrassing or difficult to 
deal with O He’s cursed with bad breath. O 
They ’re cursed with noisy neighbours. 
cursor /'k3:so/ noun a little arrow or a 
bright spot on a computer screen which 
shows where the next character will appear 
cursory /'k3:s9ri/ adj quick and not very 
careful. Synonym superficial 
curt /k3it/ adj abrupt in speaking 
curtail /k3i'teil/ verb to shorten something; 
to reduce something. Synonym limit 
curtailment /k3:'teilmont/ noun the act of 
curtailing 

<D curtain /'k3:t(o)n/ noun 1. a long piece 
of cloth hanging in front of a window O Can 
you close the curtains, please? 2. a long 
piece of cloth hanging in front of the stage at 
a theatre □ the curtain will go up at 8.30 the 
play begins at 8.30 □ it will be curtains for 
him he will be finished O to draw the cur¬ 
tains 1 . to open the curtains O Draw the cur¬ 
tains - it’s getting cold. 2 . to close the 
curtains 

curtain call /'k3:t(9)n ko:l/ noun the time 
when actors or dancers come out in front of 
the curtain to take a bow after the end of a 
performance 

curtly /'k3itli/ adv abruptly 
curtsy /'k3itsi/ noun a respectful move¬ 
ment made by women or girls, by bending 
the knees and putting one foot forward O She 
made a curtsy to the queen, t bow ■ verb □ 
to curtsy to someone to make a curtsy to 
someone 

curvature /'k3:v3tJo/ noun being bent into 
a curve 

(D curve /k3iv/ noun 1. a round shape like 
part of a circle O The road makes a sharp 
curve to the left. 2. a rounded shape on a 
graph □ a steep learning curve the process 
of having to learn new skills fast ■ verb to 
make a rounded shape O The road curves 


custom-built 

round the side of the mountain. Synonym 
bend. Antonym straighten 
curved /k3ivd/ adj with a rounded shape. 
Synonym rounded. Antonym angular 
(D cushion /'kuJ(o)n/ noun 1. a bag filled 
with something soft, e.g. feathers, for sitting 
or leaning on O Feel how soft this cushion is. 
O Put a cushion behind your back if you find 
your chair is too hard. 2. money which al¬ 
lows you to get through a difficult period O 
We have a little money in the bank which is a 
useful cushion when cash is tight. ■ verb to 
make soft something which could be hard or 
painful O Luckily when he fell off the ladder 
there was a hedge underneath to cushion his 
fall. O She made no attempt to cushion the 
blow, but just told them straight out that they 
were all being sacked. 

cushy /'kufi/ adj (of a job) easy (informal ) 
Antonym difficult (NOTE: cushier - 
cushiest) 

custard /'kAStod/ noun 1. □ (egg) custard 
a sweet sauce, made with eggs and milk, fla¬ 
voured with vanilla, baked until set and eaten 
warm or cold 2. (in the UK) a sweet yellow 
sauce made with milk and a powder contain¬ 
ing cornflour O stewed rhubarb and custard 
O Would you like some custard with your 
crumble? 

custodial sentence /kA.stoudiol 
'sentons/ noun the fact of being legally sen¬ 
tenced to prison 

custodian /kA'stoudion/ noun 1. a person 
who is legally entrusted to look after some¬ 
one or something 2. a person who guards a 
museum or other public building o The mu¬ 
seum custodian was sound asleep and didn’t 
hear any noise. 

custody /'kAstodi/ noun 1. keeping o The 
jewels were in the custody of the manager, 
and he had placed them in the hotel safe. □ to 
take someone into custody to arrest some¬ 
one O The three fans were taken into police 
custody. 2 . the right of keeping and looking 
after a child O When they were divorced, she 
was granted custody of the children. (NOTE: 
no plural) 

(§> custom /'kAStom/ noun 1. a habit, a 
thing which is usually done O It’s a local 
custom in this part of the world. 2 . the use of 
a shop O If the assistants are rude to me 
again I will take my custom elsewhere. □ to 
lose someone’s custom to do something 
which makes a regular customer go to an¬ 
other place of business, e.g. a restaurant or 
shop O The little corner shops will lose a lot 
of custom when the new supermarket is built. 
customary /'kAstomori/ adj usual 
custom-built /'kAstom bilt/, cus¬ 
tom-made /,kASt9m 'meid/ adj made to or¬ 
der for a customer 
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® customer /'kAStomo/ noun 1. a person 
who buys something in a shop O The shops 
are lowering their prices to attract custom¬ 
ers. O She was locking up the shop when a 
customer came in. O His shop is always full 
of customers. 2. a person who uses a service 
such as a train O We apologise to customers 
waiting on Platform 5 for the late arrival of 
their train. 

customise /'kAstomaiz/, customize verb 
to have something changed to fit your special 
needs 

custom-made /.kAStom 'meid/ adj alter¬ 
native for custom-built 
(D customs /'kAstomz/ noun 1. □ H.M. 
Customs and Excise the British government 
department which organises the collection of 
taxes on goods coming into the country and 
also collects VAT o He was stopped by cus¬ 
toms. O Her car was searched by customs. O 
The customs officer asked her to open her 
bag. 2. an office of this department at a port 
or airport □ to go through customs to pass 
through the area of a port or airport where 
customs officials examine goods O When you 
come into the country, you have to go 
through customs. □ to take something 
through customs to carry something through 
the customs area without always declaring it 
O She said that her boyfriend had asked her 
to take the case through customs for him. 

G> cut /kAt/ verb 1. to make an opening or to 
remove something using a sharp tool, e.g. a 
knife or scissors O The meat is very tough - 1 
can’t cut it with my knife. O He needs to get 
his hair cut. O There were six children, so 
she cut the cake into six pieces. 2. to hurt 
yourself by making a wound in the skin O 
She cut her finger on the broken glass. O He 
cut himself while shaving. 3. to reduce the 
size of something O We are trying to cut the 
number of staff. O Accidents have been cut by 
10%. O The article is too long, so I asked the 
author to cut 500 words. 4. □ to cut a corner 
to try to go round a comer quickly, by driv¬ 
ing on the pavement O He was trying to cut 
the corner and hit a fence. □ to cut corners 
to do things rapidly and cheaply O She tried 
to cut corners and the result was that the 
whole job had to be redone. 5. to look at 
someone and pretend not to recognise him or 
her O When I held out my hand she cut me 
dead. (NOTE: cutting - cut - has cut) ■ 
noun 1. a place which bleeds when your skin 
has been broken O She had a bad cut on her 
leg. O Put some sticking plaster on your cut. 
2. a mark made in a surface by something 
sharp 3. the sudden lowering of something, 
e.g. a price or salary O price cuts O cuts in 
prices □ he took a cut in salary or a salary 
cut he accepted a lower salary 4. the act of 
stopping the supply of something, e.g. water 


or electricity O There were power cuts again 
during the night. 5. a piece of meat O You 
can use a cheaper cut of meat if you ’re mak¬ 
ing stew. 6. a share of something such as 
profits O Each salesperson gets a cut of what 
he or she can sell for cash. 
cut across /kAt o'kros/, cut through 
/kAt '0ru:/ verb to take a short cut to get 
somewhere 

cut and paste /,kAt on 'peist/ noun the 
act of taking a section of text from one point 
and inserting it at another 
(D cut back /,kAt 'bask/ verb to reduce 
spending O We are having to cut back on 
staff costs. 

cutback /'kAtbaek/ noun a reduction in 
spending 

(D cut down /,kAt 'daun/ verb 1. to make a 
tree fall down with a tool such as a saw O He 
cut the tree down or cut down the tree. 2. □ to 
cut down (on) to reduce something O We are 
trying to get him to cut down the number of 
cigarettes he smokes each day. O I’m trying 
to cut down on chocolate. 

(D cute /kjuit/ adj nice. Antonym ugly 
CUteness /'kjuitnos/ noun niceness, the 
fact of being cute. Antonym ugliness 
cuticle /'kju:tik(o)l/ noun the hard skin at 
the base of a fingernail or toenail 
cut in /,kAt 'in/ verb 1. to interrupt some¬ 
one or something O He would keep on cutting 
in while I was telling the story. 2. to drive 
suddenly in front of another car O Did you 
see how the little white car cut in in front of 
the black one? 

cutlass /'kAtlos/ noun a short curved 
sword, used in the navy and by cavalry 
(NOTE: The plural is cutlasses.) 
cutlery /'kAtlori/ noun knives, forks and 
spoons (NOTE: no plural) 
cutlet /'kAtlot/ noun 1. a slice of meat, usu¬ 
ally with a bone attached O We were served 
veal cutlets with mushroom sauce. 2. a fried 
dish made with minced meat, fish or vegeta¬ 
bles formed into the shape of a piece of meat 
O She makes delicious fish cutlets. 

(D cut off /,kAt 'Df/ verb 1. to take away a 
small part of something using a sharp tool 
such as a knife O She cut off a little piece of 
string. O He cut off two slices of ham. 2. to 
stop someone from being with someone or 
reaching a place O She was cut off from her 
friends by a crowd of policemen. O The vil¬ 
lage was cut off by the snow. O The tide came 
in and cut off a party of schoolchildren. 3. to 
stop a phone call before it is finished O We 
were cut off in the middle of our conversa¬ 
tion. 4. to stop electricity or water from 
reaching someone O He didn ’tpay the bill, so 
the company cut off his electricity. O The 


cutoff 
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lightning hit the generator and caused the 
power to be cut off. 

cutoff /'kAtof/ something which marks the 
end of something O The cutoff point for stu¬ 
dents going to the next level is 80% marks in 
the exam. O What is the cutoff date for 
applications? 

<S> cut out /,kAt 'aut/ verb 1. to remove a 
small piece of something such as paper by 
cutting it from a larger piece O She cut an ad¬ 
vertisement out of the newspaper. O He used 
a pair of scissors to cut out the picture. 2. to 
stop doing or eating something O She’s de¬ 
cided to cut out sweet things so as to lose 
weight. □ cut it out! stop doing that! 3. □ to 
be cut out for something to be ideally suited 
for something O I don’t think he’s cut out for 
a job in the post office. 
cut-price /,kAt 'prais/ adj very cheap 
cutter /'kAto/ noun 1. a person who cuts 
something O The cutter said he could cut my 
piece of glass to any size I wanted. 2. a ma¬ 
chine which cuts something O You need a tile 
cutter to cut your tiles to fit the corners. 3. a 
small fast boat O The pilot arrived in a cutter. 
cutters /'kAtoz/ plural noun □ a pair of 
cutters a pair of sharp scissors used for cut¬ 
ting something O A pair of wire cutters will 
be useful if we need to get through the fence. 
cut-throat /'kAt Grout/ adj vicious or 
intense 

cutting /'kAtirj/ noun 1. a small piece of 
paper cut out of a newspaper □ a file of press 
cuttings a collection of references to a per¬ 
son or thing cut out of newspapers or maga¬ 
zines O She has a file of press cuttings about 
her son. 2. a little piece of a plant which will 
take root if stuck in the ground O The cut¬ 
tings I took from your lavender plant are all 
growing well. ■ adj □ a cutting remark a 
sharply critical remark 

cutting edge /.kAtirj 'ed3/ noun 1. the 
sharp edge of a knife o The cutting edge is 
blunt and needs sharpening. 2. □ at the cut¬ 
ting edge of something right at the front of 
something O The company is at the cutting 
edge of new technology. 

(D cut up /,kAt 'Ap/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing into small pieces by cutting it O She cut 
the old towel up into little pieces. O Can you 
cut up the meat for the children ? 2. to drive 
suddenly in front of another car O Did you 
see how the little white car cut up the black 
one? ■ adj upset or annoyed ( informal) O 
She ’s rather cut up because her cat has dis¬ 
appeared. Synonym distressed 
cv abbr curriculum vitae 
cwt abbr hundredweight 
cyanide /'saionaid/ noun a strong poison 
cybercafe /'saib9,kaefei/ noun a cafe 
where you can pay to use the Internet 


cyst 

cyberspace /'saibospeis/ noun an imagi¬ 
nary place which electronic information such 
as emails passes through 
<D cycle /'saik(o)l/ noun 1. a bicycle o If 
your bike's got a flat tyre, take it to the cycle 
shop. 2. a period during which something de¬ 
velops and then returns to its starting point O 
Global warming is starting to affect the natu¬ 
ral cycle of the seasons. O The washing ma¬ 
chine broke down in the middle of the spin 
cycle. □ a business or economic or trade cy¬ 
cle a period during which trade expands, then 
slows down, then expands again ■ verb to go 
on a bicycle O It’s hard cycling against the 
wind. O She thinks nothing of cycling ten 
miles to work every day. 
cycle path /'saik(o)l pa:0/ noun a special 
path for cyclists 

(D cyclist /'saiklist/ noun a person who 
rides a bicycle 

cyclone /'saikloun/ noun 1 . an area of low 
pressure, usually associated with bad 
weather. Compare anticyclone 2. a tropical 
storm in the Indian and Pacific Oceans, 
where the air moves very fast in a circle 
round a central area O According to the ship¬ 
ping forecasts, a cyclone is approaching Sri 
Lanka. (NOTE: In the Far East this is called a 
typhoon; in the Caribbean a hurricane.) 
cygnet /'signot/ noun a baby swan 
cylinder /'silindo/ noun 1. an object 
shaped like a round tube closed at both ends 
2. a part of an engine, in which a piston 
moves O The car has a six-cylinder engine. O 
The engine seems to lack power - maybe it’s 
not firing on all six cylinders. 
cylindrical /si'lmdrik(9)l/ adj shaped like 
a cylinder 

cymbals /'simbolz/ plural noun a pair of 
round metal plates which are banged together 
to make a loud noise (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with symbols.) 

cynic /'sinik/ noun a person who doubts 
that anyone has any good points 
cynical /'simk(o)l/ adj doubting that any¬ 
one has any good points 
cynically /'sinikli/ adv in a cynical, mock¬ 
ing way 

cynicism /'sinisiz(3)m/ noun the fact of 
being cynical 

cypher /'saifo/ noun another spelling of 

cipher 

cypress /'saipros/ noun a type of ever¬ 
green tree of the Mediterranean region 
(NOTE: The plural is cypresses.) 

Cypriot /'sipriot/ adj referring to Cyprus ■ 
noun a person from Cyprus 
cyst /sist/ noun an unusual growth in the 
body containing liquid. Synonym swelling 
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cystic fibrosis 

cystic fibrosis /.sistik fai'brousis/ noun 
a disease of the pancreas, a hereditary disease 
in which breathing and digestion are difficult 
cystitis /si'staitis/ noun an infection of the 
bladder which gives a burning feeling when 
you pass water 


czar /za:/ noun 1 . the title of the former em¬ 
peror of Russia O a photograph of the Czar 
and his family (NOTE: The British spelling is 
tsar.) 2. the person in overall charge of some 
official organisation O He’s the new drugs 
czar, with complete responsibility for fighting 
drug traffickers and dealing with drug 
problems. 


D 


d /di:/, D noun the fourth letter of the alpha¬ 
bet, between C and E 
(D DA abbr district attorney 
dab /dash/ verb to give something a light tap 
O She dabbed her eyes with her handker¬ 
chief. O She dabbed the cut with cotton wool 
soaked in antiseptic. Synonym pat □ to dab 
something on to apply something by press¬ 
ing lightly O You can dab the paint on with a 
little brush. ■ noun 1. a small quantity O She 
put a dab of glue on each corner of the 
poster. 2. a little tap O The nurse gave the cut 
a dab with some cotton wool. 3. a type of 
small flat fish 

dabble /'dasb(3)l/ verb 1. □ to dabble with 
or in something to be slightly involved in 
something O As a young man he dabbled in 
politics. 2. to play around with your hands or 
feet in water O The children dabbled their 
toes in the brook. 

dachshund /'dasksond/ noun a breed of 
small long low dog, originally from Germany 
daddy /'daedi/ noun a father □ the daddy 
of them all the best example of something 
daddy-long-legs /.daedi 'lor) legz/ noun 
an insect with very long legs 
daffodil /'dasfodil/ noun a bright yellow 
spring flower 

daft /daift/ adj silly ( informal ) Antonym 
sensible (NOTE: dafter - daftest) 

dagger /'dcego/ noun a short knife □ they 
are at daggers drawn they are very hostile 
to each other O The MD is at daggers drawn 
with the rest of the directors. □ to look dag¬ 
gers at someone to look angrily at someone 
(D daily /'deili/ adj happening every day o 
daily newspapers such as ‘The Times’ and 
the ‘Daily Mail’ O The cooker has been in 
daily use for ten years. O There’s a daily 
flight to Washington. Synonym everyday □ 
daily life the things that happen to you every 
day □ daily routine the things which you do 
every day O Buying a newspaper on his way 
to work and a bar of chocolate on his way 
home is all part of his daily routine. ■ noun a 
newspaper published every weekday O The 
story was carried on the front page of most of 
the dailies. (NOTE: The plural is dailies.) ■ 
adv every day □ twice daily two times a day 


dainty /'deinti/ adj delicate and small. Syn¬ 
onym pretty. Antonym clumsy (NOTE: 
daintier - daintiest) 

dairy /'deori/ noun a place where milk, 
cream and butter are processed or sold 
dairy farm /'deori fa:m/ noun a farm 
which produces milk, cheese, etc. 
dairy produce /'deori .pmdjuis/ noun 
milk, butter, cream, etc. (NOTE: The plural is 
dairies.) 

dais /'deios/ noun a raised area at the end of 
a large hall. Synonym platform 
daisy /'deizi/ noun a small white flower 
with a yellow centre □ as fresh as a daisy 
very fresh, not tired ( informal) o She was at 
a party all night, but still came into the office 
this morning as fresh as a daisy. 
dale /deil/ noun (in the North of England) a 
valley. Antonym hill 

dally /'dash/ verb to spend a long time doing 
something. Synonym linger 
dalmatian /dael'meij(3)n/ noun a large 
white dog with black spots 
dam /dasm/ noun a wall of earth or concrete 
which blocks a river to make a lake O After 
the rainstorm people were afraid the dam 
would burst. Synonym barrier ■ verb to 
block a river with a wall of earth or concrete 
O When they built the power station, the river 
had to be dammed. (NOTE: damming - 
dammed) 

(D damage /'dasmid 3 / noun 1. the breaking 
or physical spoiling of something O The 
storm did a lot of damage. O It will take us 
months to repair the damage to the restau¬ 
rant. O The fire caused damage estimated at 
£100,000. □ to suffer damage to be harmed 
O The car suffered serious damage in the col¬ 
lision. 2. emotional harm done to a person O 
I hope the experience won’t cause the chil¬ 
dren lasting damage. ■ verb to harm some¬ 
thing O A large number of shops were 
damaged in the fire. O Glasses need to be 
packed carefully as they are easily damaged. 
Synonym injure. Antonym repair 
damage limitation /'d£emid 3 limi- 
,teiJ(o)n/ noun the act of limiting the 
amount of damage which will occur 


damages 

damages /'da 2 mid 3 iz/ plural noun pay¬ 
ment to someone who has been hurt or whose 
property has been damaged 
damaging /'dasm^ig/ adj causing harm 
to someone or something 
damask /'daemosk/ noun a kind of material 
with a pattern woven into it, often used for 
tablecloths 

dame /deim/ noun 1. (in a pantomime) an 
old woman played by a male actor O The 
dame was played by a famous boxer. 2. US a 
woman ( informal ) o Who 's that dame I saw 
you with last night? 3. a title given to some 
women (NOTE: Dame is the equivalent to 
‘Sir’ for men. As a title, it is written before 
the woman’s Christian name, followed by 
the surname: Dame Judy Dench.) 
dammit /'daemit/ noun □ as near as 
dammit veiy near ( informal) o He made 
£10,000, or as near as dammit. 
damn /dasm/ noun □ I don’t give a damn 
used to say emphatically that you do not care 
at all ( informal ) ■ verb 1. used to show an¬ 
noyance O Damn it, we ’re going to be late. O 
Damn him, he’s left the front door open ! 2. to 
severely criticise someone or something O 
The new film was damned by the Sunday pa¬ 
pers. 3. to condemn someone or something in 
a religious situation O Galileo was damned 
by the Church for saying that the Earth 
turned round the Sun. ■ interj used as a mild 
swear word to show annoyance O Damn! I’ve 
left my umbrella on the train. 
damned /dsemd/ adj, adv used as a mild 
swear word to express annoyance ( informal) 
□ I’ll be damned if I’ll allow her to do that 
I will certainly never let her do that □ I’ll try 
my damnedest to get to the meeting I will 
do everything I can to get to the meeting 
damning /'daemig/ adj which clearly 
proves that someone has done something 
wrong 

(D damp /dasmp/ adj rather wet o She ’djust 
had a shower and her hair was still damp. O 
The cellar has cold damp walls. (NOTE: 
damper - dampest) ■ noun moisture in the 
air or on a surface O The damp makes my 
rheumatism worse. ■ verb to wet something 
slightly O The dew has damped the grass. 
dampen /'dasmpon/ verb 1 . to make some¬ 
thing slightly wet O Dampen the cloth before 
you wipe the floor. O She dampened the 
shirts before ironing them. 2. □ to dampen 
someone’s enthusiasm to do something to 
make someone less enthusiastic O The bad 
weather dampened his enthusiasm for 
sailing. 

damper /'daempo/ noun 1 . something 
which discourages you O Having just been 
sacked put a damper on his birthday party. 2. 
a plate at the back of a fireplace which regu¬ 
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lates the draught 3. (in Australia) a flat bread 
made from flour and water cooked on a fire 
dampness /'daempnos/ noun the fact of 
being damp. Synonym humidity 
damson /'daemzon/ noun 1 . a small purple 
plum O a pot of damson jam 2. a tree which 
bears this fruit O We planted a damson in our 
garden. 

® dance /darns/ noun 1. a way of moving 
in time to music O She teaches dance or is a 
dance teacher. O We learnt a new dance to¬ 
day. O Scottish dances are very lively. 2. an 
evening entertainment for a group of people 
where you can dance O The club is holding a 
New Year’s dance. O They met at a youth 
club dance. ■ verb 1. to move in time to mu¬ 
sic O There he is - he’s dancing with that tall 
girl. O She often goes to discos but never 
dances. 2. to move or jump around happily O 
She danced into the room and announced 
she’d got the job. O The football fans were 
dancing in the streets. 

dance floor /'dams flo:/ noun a specially 
polished floor for dancing on 
® dancer /'dainso/ noun a person who 
dances 

® dancing /'dainsir)/ noun the action of 
moving to music (NOTE: no plural) 
dandelion /'daendilaion/ noun a wild 
plant, with yellow flowers which have a mass 
of little narrow petals 

dandruff /'daendrof/ noun small pieces of 
dry skin which come off your head 
dandy /'daendi/ noun a man who is veiy in¬ 
terested in clothes (dated) (NOTE: The plural 

is dandies.) 

Dane /dein/ noun a person from Denmark. 

t Great Dane 

® danger /'deind33/ noun the possibility 
of something bad happening, e.g. damage, 
failure or getting hurt O When it rains, 
there’s a danger of flooding. O The broken 
window is a danger to office security. O 
There’s a danger we won’t get there in time. 
O We were warned of the dangers of travel¬ 
ling alone in the desert. □ out of danger, off 
the danger list not likely to die O She was 
very ill, but she’s off the danger list now. 
danger money /'deind3o ,mAni/ noun a 
payment for a dangerous job 
® dangerous /'deindsoros/ adj which can 
cause injury or damage O Be careful - that 
old staircase is dangerous! O Those electric 
wires are dangerous. O Children are warned 
that it is dangerous to go out alone at night. 
dangerously / l deind39rosli/ adv in a 
dangerous way □ to be dangerously ill to be 
very ill 

dangle /'daeggol/ verb 1. to hang freely o 
The fish dangled at the end of his line. O 
Dirty sheets were dangling over the balcony. 
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2. to make something hang freely O She dan¬ 
gled the puppet in front of the baby. 

CS) Danish /'deinijv adj referring to Den¬ 
mark ■ noun the language spoken in 
Denmark 

Danish pastry /.deinij 'peistri/ noun a 
sweet pastry cake with jam or fruit folded in 
it (NOTE: also called simply a Danish: an 
apple Danish) 

dank /dasrjk/ adj cold and damp. Synonym 
damp. Antonym humid 
dappled /'d£ep(o)ld/ adj covered with 
patches of light and dark colour. Synonym 

speckled 

(D dare /deo/ verb 1. to be brave enough to 
do something O I bet you wouldn ’t dare put 
your hand into the cage and stroke that tiger. 
□ I dare say very probably o I dare say 
you ’re right. □ to dare not do something to 
not be brave enough to do something O / 
daren ’t go out or I don’t dare go out or I dare 
not go out into the street while that man is 
standing there. 2. to challenge someone to do 
something by suggesting it is cowardly not to 
do it O I dared him to go the meeting in his 
pink tracksuit. 3. used for telling someone 
how angry you are O Don’t you dare do that 
again! O How dare you look in my desk 
drawers! ■ noun the act of challenging 
someone to do something O He only climbed 
on the roof for a dare. 

daredevil /'de9dev(9)l/ adj not worrying 
about danger O His daredevil act on the 
tightrope. Synonym reckless. Antonym 
staid ■ noun a brave person who does not 
worry about danger O He’s a daredevil - he 
flew his plane under Tower Bridge. Antonym 
stick-in-the-mud 

daring /'desrir)/ adj brave, but foolish at 
the same time O That was a very daring thing 
to do. O It was very daring of you to ask the 
boss for the day off. ■ noun bravery o The 
helicopter pilot showed great daring in try¬ 
ing to rescue the boy from the cliff. Synonym 
bravery. Antonym cowardice (NOTE: no 
plural) 

(D dark /da:k/ adj 1. with little or no light o 
The sky turned dark and it started to rain. O 
Can you switch the light on - it’s getting too 
dark to see. O In Scotland in the summer it 
gets dark very late. 2. not a light colour O 
Her eyes are dark. O She was wearing a dark 
blue coat. 3. with black or brown hair O He’s 
quite dark, but his sister has red hair. 4. □ to 
keep something dark to keep something a 
secret O They kept their plans dark from the 
rest of the family. O Keep it dark! - I don’t 
want anyone to know about it. ■ noun 1. the 
absence of light O Little children are afraid 
of the dark. O They say cats can see in the 
dark. O In the dark, everything looks differ¬ 
ent. □ after dark at night-time O You must 


put on your car lights after dark. 2. □ in the 
dark not knowing anything about something 
O I’m completely in the dark about the whole 
business. O We want to keep everyone in the 
dark about our plans. 

dark chocolate /da:k 'tjoktat/ noun 
dark brown chocolate which is quite bitter. 
Synonym plain chocolate 
darken /'daiksn/ verb to become dark. 
Synonym blacken. Antonym brighten 
darkened /'daikand/ adj which has been 
made dark 

dark glasses /daik 'glaisiz/ plural noun 
glasses with lenses made of dark glass, for 
wearing in sunshine. Also called shades 
dark horse /da:k 'hois/ noun a person you 
know nothing about and who may win some¬ 
thing such as an election or a race 
darkly /'daikli/ adv in a threatening or 
frightening way 

d> darkness /'daiknas/ noun the fact of 
not having any light. Synonym dark □ the 
building was in complete or total darkness 
there were no electric lights on in the 
building 

darling /'dailirj/ adj lovable, which you can 
love O What a darling little car! Synonym 
wonderful. Antonym horrible ■ noun 1. a 
name used to talk to someone you love O 
Darling! I’m back from the shops. 2. a lov¬ 
able person O She’s an absolute darling! O 
Be a darling and fetch me the newspaper. 
darn /darn/ verb to mend holes in clothes o 
She hates darning socks. Synonym sew ■ 
noun a place where clothes have been 
mended O You can easily see the darns be¬ 
cause you used a different colour wool. 
dart /dait/ noun a small heavy arrow with 
plastic feathers, used for playing the game of 
darts O Each player takes a turn to throw his 
or her three darts. ■ verb to rush somewhere 
O The little boy darted across the street. O 
We sat by the river and watched the dragon¬ 
flies darting about in the rushes. Antonym 
saunter 

darts /daits/ noun a game for two or more 
people, played by each player throwing three 
darts in turn at a round board (NOTE: not plu¬ 
ral, and takes a singular verb) 

Darwinism /'daiwimz(3)m/ noun a theory 
of evolution developed by the scientist 
Charles Darwin 

dash /daeJV noun 1. a small amount o to¬ 
mato juice with a dash of sauce 2. a little line 
in writing or printing, showing a space or to 
separate items O The reference number is one 
four six dash seven (146-7). 3. a sudden rush 
O There was a mad dash to buy tickets. O 
While the policeman wasn’t looking she 
made a dash for the door. (NOTE: The plural 
is dashes.) ■ verb to rush somewhere o / 
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can’t stop now -1 must dash to catch the last 
post. O I dashed home to watch the football 
on television. O She dashed into a shop so 
that he wouldn’t see her. 
dashboard /'dasjboid/ noun the instru¬ 
ment panel in a car 

dashing /'daejirj/ adj very smart and 
forceful 

(D data /'delta/ noun statistical information 
O The data is stored in our main computer. O 
We spent months gathering data on hospital 
waiting times. O The data shows that, on av¬ 
erage, germination takes place after two 
weeks. (NOTE: Data is often used with a sin¬ 
gular verb, except in scientific contexts: The 
data is easily available.) 
data bank /'deito bsegk/ noun a store of 
computerised information 
(D database /'deitabeis/ noun data stored 
in a computer, which can be used to provide 
information of various kinds. Synonym data 
bank 

(D data processing /.deito 'prousesirj/ 
noun the selecting and examining of data in a 
computer to produce information in a special 
form. Also called information processing 
data protection /'deito pro.tekjbn/ 
noun the practice of making sure that com¬ 
puterised information about people does not 
get into the wrong hands 
data retrieval /'deito ri'tri:v(o)l/ noun 
the act of getting back data which is stored in 
a computer 

® date /deit/ noun 1. the number of a day in 
a month or year, or a day when something 
will happen or happened in the past O Put to¬ 
day 's date on the cheque. O What’s the date 
next Wednesday? O The dates of the exhibi¬ 
tion have been changed. O The date of the 
next meeting has been fixed for Wednesday, 
June 10th. O Do you remember the date of 
your girlfriend’s birthday? □ departure 
date, date of departure the day on which 
you leave somewhere 2. a time agreed for a 
meeting, usually between romantic partners 
O We made a date to meet at the Italian res¬ 
taurant. O He asked her out on a date. □ a 
blind date a meeting arranged between two 
people who have never met before 3. a small 
sweet brown fruit of the date palm ■ verb 1. 
to write the date on something O The cheque 
was dated the 15th of June. O You forgot to 
date the cheque. 2. □ to date from or back 
to to exist since O This house dates from or 
dates back to the 17th century. 3. to give the 
date of something, e.g. an old piece of wood, 
a monument or an antique O The bowl has 
been dated to 1500 BC. 4. especially US to 
agree to meet someone regularly as a roman¬ 
tic partner O He’s dating my sister. 5. to be¬ 
come old-fashioned O Little black dresses 
don’t date. 


day 

dated /'deitid/ adj 1 . with a date written on 
it O Thank you for your letter dated June 
15th. 2. old-fashioned O That advertisement 
looks a bit dated now. 

date line /'deit lain/ noun an imaginary 
line in the Pacific Ocean which marks the 
change in date from east to west 
dateline /'deitlain/ noun {in a newspaper) 
a heading with the date and place showing 
where a report from a foreign correspondent 
has come from 

(D date of birth /,deit ov 'b3:0/ noun the 
date on which someone was bom 
date rape noun the act of raping someone 
you know, especially on a date ■ verb to rape 
someone you know, especially on a date 
date stamp /'deit staemp/ noun a device 
with mbber figures which can be moved, 
used for marking the date on documents or 
for marking the sell-by date on goods 
daub verb to put a substance such as paint 
on a surface in a careless way ■ noun a small 
amount of a substance such as paint put on a 
surface in a careless way 
(J) daughter /'doito/ noun a female child of 
a parent O They have two sons and one 
daughter. O My daughter Mary goes to the 
local school. 

daughter-in-law /'doitor in b:/ noun the 
wife of a son (NOTE: The plural is daugh- 
ters-in-law.) 

daunt /doint/ verb to discourage or frighten 
someone. Antonym encourage □ nothing 
daunted not discouraged at all o He saw the 
crocodile and, nothing daunted, continued to 
walk along the river bank. 
daunting /'dointip/ adj which seems very 
difficult. Synonym intimidating 
dawdle /'do:d(o)l/ verb to do something 
slowly 

dawn /do:n/ noun 1. the beginning of a day, 
when the sun rises O We must set off for the 
Pyramids at dawn, so you ’ll have to get up 
very early. □ at the crack of dawn as soon 
as it starts to be light O The plane leaves at 
6.30 a.m. - it means I’ll have to get up at the 
crack of dawn. 2. the beginning of something 
O the dawn of civilisation ■ verb 1 . {of day) 
to begin O The day of the cricket match 
dawned wet and windy. 2. □ it dawned on 
him that he began to realise that O It gradu¬ 
ally dawned on him that someone else was 
opening his letters. 

( 1 ) day /dei/ noun 1. a period of time lasting 
24 hours O There are 365 days in a year and 
366 in a leap year. O New Year’s Day is Jan¬ 
uary 1st. O They went on a ten-day tour of 
southern Spain. O I spoke to him on the 
phone the day before yesterday. O We are 
planning to meet the day after tomorrow. □ 
what day is it today? is it Monday, Tuesday, 
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etc.? 2. □ every other day every two days 
(i.e., on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, etc.) O 
He phones his mother every other day. □ the 
other day quite recently O The other day I 
went for a walk by the river. □ one or some 
day at some time in the future O One day 
we ’ll have enough money to go on holiday. 3. 
the period from morning until night, when it 
is light O She works all day in the office, and 
then looks after the children in the evening. O 
It took the workmen four days to build the 
wall. 4. the work period from morning to 
night □ she took two days off she did not 
come to work for two days □ he works three 
days on, two days off he works for three 
days, then has two days’ holiday □ to work 
an eight-hour day to spend eight hours at 
work each day □ to work a four-day week 
to work four days each week 5. □ those were 
the days they were good times we had in the 
past O Do you remember spending all night 
going round the bars in Hamburg? - Ah! 
those were the days! □ these days at the pres¬ 
ent time O These days the bus service seems 
to get slower and slower. 
daybreak /'deibreik/ noun a time in the 
very early morning, when the sun is about to 
rise. Synonym dawn. Antonym dusk 
day care /'dei keo/ noun the practice of 
looking after people, e.g. small children or 
old people during the daytime in a special 
centre 

day centre /'dei ,sento/ noun a place 
where old or disabled people can meet and be 
looked after during the day 
daydream /'deidriim/ noun a dream 
which you have during the day when you are 
not asleep O He was sitting in a daydream, 
with the guidebook on his lap. Synonym rev¬ 
erie ■ verb to think about other things; not to 
concentrate O He was sitting at his desk day¬ 
dreaming about holidays in Greece. Syn¬ 
onym dream 

daylight /'deilait/ noun light during the 
daytime □ to arrive in daylight to arrive be¬ 
fore it gets dark □ in broad daylight openly, 
in the middle of the day O Three men robbed 
the bank in broad daylight. 
daylight robbery /,deilait 'robori/ noun 
the practice of charging very high prices (in¬ 
formal) 

Daylight Saving Time /.deilait 'seiviq 
taim/ noun same as Summer Time (NOTE: 
no plural) 

day nursery /'dei ,n3is(3)ri/ noun a nurs¬ 
ery which is open during the daytime 
day of reckoning /.dei ov 'rekonii)/ 
noun a time when you have to pay for your 
mistakes 

day release /dei ri'liis/ noun a system by 
which an employee is allowed time from 
work to attend a course of study 


<D daytime /'deitaim/ noun a period of 
light between morning and night. Synonym 
day □ during or in the daytime when it is 
light O He sleeps during the daytime because 
he works at night. 

day-to-day /,dei to 'dei/ adj taking place 
as part of normal life; which goes on all the 
time. Synonym everyday. Antonym 
unusual 

day trip /'dei trip/ noun a journey lasting 
one day. Synonym excursion 
daze /deiz/ noun □ in a daze confused, not 
mentally alert O He stumbled out of the room 
in a daze. O He was wandering around in an 
alcoholic daze. ■ verb to make someone 
confused O He was dazed by the news that he 
had won the lottery. 

dazed /deizd/ adj confused in the mind. 
Synonym confused 

dazzle /'daez(o)l/ noun a bright light o The 
dazzle of the headlights on the wet road 
caused the driver to swerve. Synonym glare 
(NOTE: no plural) ■ verb to blind someone 
for a moment O She was dazzled by the lights 
of the cars coming towards her. 
dazzling /'daezlip/ adj (of a light) very 
bright 

dble abbr double 

DC abbr direct current 

deacon /'diikon/ noun a priest who is 

lower in rank than a parish priest 

deactivate /dii'aektiveit/ verb to make 

something such as a bomb not active any 

more 

(D dead /ded/ adj 1. not alive any more o 
His parents are both dead. O Dead fish were 
floating in the water. O He brushed the dead 
leaves into piles. O Six people were dead 
as a result of the accident. □ wouldn’t be 
seen dead in would not ever want to be seen 
in (informal) o I wouldn’t be seen dead in a 
hat like that. O A really cultivated person 
wouldn’t be seen dead in a karaoke bar. □ as 
dead as a dodo completely dead or no longer 
able to function (informal) o The plan is as 
dead as a dodo now that the banks have re¬ 
fused their support. □ to drop dead to die 
suddenly O He dropped dead in the middle of 
the High Street. 2. complete O There was 
dead silence in the exam room. O The train 
came to a dead stop. 3. not working □ the 
line went dead the telephone line suddenly 
stopped working O I was talking on the 
phone when suddenly the line went dead. 4. 
not lively, not exciting O Seaside towns can 
be quite dead in winter. ■ adv 1. completely 
O He was dead tired after his long walk. 2. 
exactly O You ’re dead right. O The train ar¬ 
rived dead on time. ■ noun □ the dead dead 
people O a memorial to the dead of the two 
World Wars 
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dead beat /,ded 'bi:t/ adj tired out (infor¬ 
mal) O I was dead beat after moving all those 
boxes of books. Synonym spent ■ noun a 
lazy unsuccessful person, who has no money 
(slang insult) 

deaden /'dedn/ verb to make something 
less intense, e.g. to make a sound quieter or a 
pain less painful. Synonym soften 
dead end /ded 'end/ noun 1 . a street or 
way which leads nowhere O We drove into a 
little street and found it was a dead end. 2. a 
point at which you can go no further O All 
their research has come to a dead end. 
dead-end job /,ded end 'd 3 Db/ noun a 
job where there is no hope of promotion 
dead heat /ded 'hi:t/ noun a race where 
two people arrive first together 
deadline /'dedlain/ noun a date by which 
something has to be done. Synonym time 
limit □ to meet a deadline to finish some¬ 
thing in time O I don ’t think we can meet the 
deadline. □ to miss a deadline not to finish 
something in time O They worked as fast as 
they could but missed the deadline by two 
days. 

deadlock /'dediDk/ noun a point at which 
two sides in a dispute cannot agree O The ne¬ 
gotiations have reached a deadlock. Syn¬ 
onym impasse □ to break a deadlock to 
find a way to start discussions again after be¬ 
ing at a point at which no agreement was pos¬ 
sible ■ verb to be unable to agree to continue 
negotiations O Talks have been deadlocked 
for ten days. 

(D deadly /'dedli/ adj , adv 1 . which will kill 
O Don’t eat those mushrooms - they ’re deadly 
poisonous. O The female spider is deadlier 
than the male. 2. very serious or bitter O They 
are deadly rivals. O He was deadly serious. 
(NOTE: deadlier - deadliest) 
deadpan adj, adv not showing your feel¬ 
ings in your face 

dead wood /ded 'wud/ noun people or 
things that are considered to be of no worth 
(D deaf /def/ adj not able to hear, or having 
difficulty in hearing O My grandma is going 
deaf. O He’s deafer than he used to be. 
(NOTE: Some people avoid this term as it 
can cause offence and prefer hear¬ 
ing-impaired.) □ to be stone deaf to be 
completely deaf □ to turn a deaf ear to 
something not to agree to what someone is 
asking for ■ noun □ the deaf people who 
cannot hear O Their son goes to a school for 
the deaf. 

deaf-and-dumb /,def on 'dAm/ adj not 
able to hear or speak (dated) (NOTE: Some 
people avoid this term as it can cause 
offence.) 

deafen /'def(o)n/ verb to make someone 
deaf for a time 


deafening /'def(o)mp/ adj so loud as to 
make you unable to hear. Antonym 

noiseless 

deaf mute /def 'mjuit/ noun a person who 
cannot hear or speak (dated offensive) 
deafness /'def nos/ noun the state of being 
deaf (NOTE: no plural) 

(D deal /dill/ noun 1. □ a good or great deal 

much O He’s feeling a good deal better after 
two days off work. O She didn’t say a great 
deal. □ a good deal or great deal of a lot of 
O He made a good deal of money from his 
business. O There’s a great deal of work still 
to be done. 2. a business affair, an agreement 
or contract O We’ve signed a deal with a 
German firm. O They did a deal to supply en¬ 
velopes. O The sales director set up a deal 
with a Russian bank. □ a bad or rough or 
raw deal bad treatment O She got a rough 
deal from the firm. 3. wood from a pine tree 
O a deal table ■ verb 1. □ to deal in some¬ 
thing to buy and sell something o She deals 
in carpets and rugs imported from India. 2. 
to hand out playing cards to players O It’s my 
turn to deal. O He dealt me two aces. (NOTE: 
dealing - dealt /delt/) 

(D dealer /'diilo/ noun a person who buys 
and sells things. Synonym trader 
dealership /'didojip/ noun 1. the 
authorisation to sell certain products or ser¬ 
vices O He was granted a dealership for 
Ford cars. 2. a business run by an authorised 
dealer O He has a large car dealership. 
dealing /'didig/ noun the practice of buy¬ 
ing and selling things 

dealings /'didirjz/ plural noun business or 
affairs 

(D deal with /'did wid/ verb 1. to concern 
yourself with or handle something or some¬ 
one O The job involves dealing with the pub¬ 
lic. O Leave it to the filing clerk - he ’ll deal 
with it. O We will deal with your order as 
soon as we can. O The government has to 
deal with the problem of teenage crime. 2. to 
be about a subject O The report deals with 
travel insurance. 

dean /di:n/ noun 1. a person in charge of 
priests in a cathedral O He was appointed 
Dean of St Paul’s. 2. a person in charge of 
teachers at a university O the Dean of the 
Arts Faculty 

(D dear /dio/ adj 1 . well liked, loved o She’s 
a very dear friend of mine. O We had a letter 
from dear old Mrs Smith. 2. □ Dear Sir or 
Madam addressing a man or woman whom 
you do not know, or addressing a company 
(used at the beginning of a letter) □ Dear 
Sirs addressing a company □ Dear Mr or 
Mrs or Miss or Ms Smith addressing a man 
or woman whom you know □ Dear James or 
Julia addressing a friend or a person you do 
business with 3. costing a lot of money O 
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Fresh fruit is always dearer in the winter. O 
That restaurant is too dear for me. (NOTE: 
dearer - dearest) ■ interj meaning how an¬ 
noying O Oh dear! It’s started to rain. O 
Dear me! Is that how late it is! ■ noun a way 
of referring to someone you like o Be a dear, 
and pass me my glasses. O Did you have a 
good day at the office, dear? 
dearest /'diorost/ adj most loved ( dated) 
dearly /'disli/ adv 1. very much o I’d 
dearly like to go to Cuba on holiday. O She 
loved her old cat dearly, and was very sad 
when he died. 2. at a high cost, especially in 
terms of pain or suffering O She became a 
highly paid executive, but paid dearly for the 
privilege. 

dearth /d3:0/ noun a shortage of some¬ 
thing. Synonym lack. Antonym glut 
(D death /de0/ noun 1. the act of dying or 
the state of being dead O She never got over 
her mother’s death. O Road accidents caused 
over 1,000 deaths last year. □ to put some¬ 
one to death to execute someone 2. □ to 
death completely ( informal) o He was bored 
to death sitting watching football on televi¬ 
sion. OI am sick to death of always having to 
do the housework. 

deathbed /'de0bed/ noun a bed on which 
someone is dying 

death certificate /'de0 so.tifikot/ noun a 
paper signed by a doctor which shows that 
someone has died and what was the cause of 
death 

death duty /'de0 ,dju:ti/ noun US a tax 
paid on the value of the things left by a dead 
person (NOTE: The British term is inheri¬ 
tance tax.) 

deathly /'de01i/ adv as if dead o As she 
read the letter she turned deathly pale. Syn¬ 
onym extremely. Antonym slightly ■ adj 
like death O He gave a cheery Hello there! ’ 
as he walked in, only to be greeted by a 
deathly silence. Synonym deadly 
death penalty /'de0 ,pen(3)lti/ noun a le¬ 
gal sentence of a criminal to be executed 
death rate /'de0 reit/ noun the percentage 
of deaths per thousand of population 
death sentence /'de0 .sentons/ noun a 
punishment of a court by which a person is 
sentenced to be executed 
death squad /'de0 skwod/ noun a group 
of soldiers or other armed people, who are 
sent to kill enemies of the people in power 
death throes /'de0 0rouz/ plural noun 
great suffering just before death 
death toll /'de0 toul/ noun the number of 
people who have been killed, e.g. in an acci¬ 
dent or an earthquake 

deathtrap /'de 0 tra 2 p/ noun a dangerous 
place ( informal) 


debt collector 

debacle /dei'ba:k(9)l/ noun a sudden de¬ 
feat or collapse 

debar /di'ba:/ verb to prevent someone 
from doing something 

debase /di'beis/ verb to reduce the worth 
or the quality of something 
debatable /di'beit9b(3)l/ adj not abso¬ 
lutely certain. Synonym arguable. Antonym 
settled 

® debate /di'beit/ noun 1. a discussion o 
After his talk the professor had a lively de¬ 
bate with the students. O There has been 
some debate among experts about whether 
global warming is really taking place. 2. a 
formal discussion ending with a vote O a de¬ 
bate on increasing student fees ■ verb 1. to 
consider or discuss a subject 2. to discuss 
something carefully before coming to a deci¬ 
sion O We sat in the rain and debated what to 
do next. 

debauched /di'boitj’t/ adj spending your 
life in wild living and sexual pleasure. Syn¬ 
onym decadent 

debauchery /di'boitjari/ noun the fact of 
living a wild life. Antonym morality 
debilitating /di'biliteitir)/ adj which 
makes you weak 

debit /'debit/ noun 1. money which is paid 
out or taken out of an account O Your bank 
statement gives a list of credits and debits at 
the end of each month. 2. money which is 
owed o a debit balance ■ verb □ to debit 
money to an account, to debit an account 
with money to deduct money from an ac¬ 
count O The whole bill was debited to my ac¬ 
count. O My account was debited with the 
whole bill. O on the debit side 1. owing 2. 
reasons for not doing something 
debit card /'debit ka:d/ noun a plastic 
card, similar to a credit card, but which auto¬ 
matically debits your account when you buy 
something 

debrief verb to ask someone for informa¬ 
tion about an important job which he or she 
has just done ■ noun same as debriefing 
debriefing /di:'bri:firj/ noun a meeting at 
which someone gives information about an 
important job which he or she has just done. 
Synonym debrief 

debris /'debri:/ noun pieces of something, 
e.g. a demolished building or crashed 
aircraft. Synonym wreckage (NOTE: no 
plural) 

(D debt /det/ noun money owed to someone 
O Her debts are mounting up. □ to be in debt 
to owe money O He is in debt to the tune of 
£2,500. □ to get into debt to start to owe 
money □ to be out of debt not to owe money 
any more, t in the red 
debt collector /'det ka.lekta/ noun a per¬ 
son who collects money owed to other people 
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(D debtor /'deto/ noun a person who owes 
money. Synonym borrower 
debt relief /'det ri.liif/ noun the practice 
of a rich country allowing a poor country not 
to pay back its debt 

debug /dii'bAg/ verb 1. to remove hidden 
microphones from a place 2 . to remove errors 
from a computer program (NOTE: 

debugged) 

debunk /dii'bArjk/ verb to show that some¬ 
thing is not true 

debut /'deibju:/ noun the first public ap¬ 
pearance of someone such as an actor 
(D decade /'dekeid/ noun a period of ten 
years O during the last decade of the 20th 
century ; 

decadent /'dekod(9)nt/ adj which is de¬ 
clining in moral values. Synonym 

debauched 

decaf, decaff noun /'diikaef/ a drink, e.g. 
coffee or cola, which has had the caffeine re¬ 
moved ■ adj which has had the caffeine 
removed 

decaffeinated /dii'kaefineitid/ adj with 
all caffeine removed 

decamp /di'kasmp/ verb to go away unex¬ 
pectedly. Synonym run away 
decant /di'kaent/ verb to pour wine from a 
bottle into another container, so as to remove 
the sediment. Antonym fill 
decanter /di'ksento/ noun a glass bottle in 
which an alcoholic drink such as whisky or 
sherry is stored for a time 
decapitate /di'kaepiteit/ verb to cut off 
someone’s head. Synonym behead 
decapitation /di.kaepi'teiJCo)^ noun the 
act of cutting off someone’s head 
decathlete /dek'aeOliit/ noun an athlete 
who competes in the decathlon 
decathlon /di'kseOlon/ noun an athletic 
contest for men, covering ten events, held 
over two days 

decay /di'kei/ noun the process of rotting 
or of falling into ruin O The government has 
plans to deal with inner city decay. O Tooth 
decay is especially bad in children who eat 
sweets. O You must treat the wood to prevent 
decay. (NOTE: no plural) ■ verb to rot, to fall 
into ruin O Sugar makes your teeth decay. O 
The jungle path was blocked by decaying 
branches. 

deceased /di'siist/ noun a person who has 
died ( formal) o The deceased’s will was read 
out by the solicitor. Synonym corpse 
deceit /di'siit/ noun the practice of trying 
to trick someone into paying money or trying 
to make someone believe something which is 
not true. Synonym dishonesty (NOTE: no 
plural) 

deceitful /di'si:tf(o)l/ adj often tricking 
people. Synonym dishonest 


deceive /di'sixv/ verb to trick someone, to 
make someone believe something which is 
not true 

decelerate /dii'seloreit/ verb (of a vehi¬ 
cle) to go more slowly. Synonym slow 
down 

deceleration /di^selo'rei^o)^ noun the 
action of going more slowly 
® December /di'sembo/ noun the twelfth 
and last month of the year, after November 
and before January O December 6 O She was 
born in December. O His birthday is Decem¬ 
ber 25th - Christmas Day! O They always go 
on a skiing holiday in December. O Today is 
December 6th. (NOTE: December 6th or De¬ 
cember 6: say ‘the sixth of December’ or 
‘December the sixth’ or in US English ‘De¬ 
cember sixth’.) 

decency /'di:s(o)nsi/ noun honour; good 
morals (NOTE: no plural) 

(D decent /'di:s(o)nt/ adj 1. honest o The 
boss is a hard-working decent man. 2. quite 
good O She earns a decent salary. 3. prop¬ 
erly dressed, wearing clothes O You can’t 
come in yet -I’m not decent. 
decentralise /dii'sentrolaiz/, decentral¬ 
ize verb to move power, authority or action 
from a central point to local areas. Synonym 
devolve. Antonym centralise 
(D deception /di'sepjon/ noun the practice 
of telling a lie in order to trick someone, es¬ 
pecially into giving you money 
deceptive /di'septiv/ adj not as it seems. 
Antonym reliable □ appearances are de¬ 
ceptive things are not always what they ap¬ 
pear to be on the surface 
deceptively /di'septivli/ adv not as it 
seems 

decibel /'desibel/ noun a unit for measur¬ 
ing the loudness of a sound 
(D decide /di'said/ verb to make up your 
mind to do something O Have you decided 
which restaurant to go to? O They decided to 
stay at home and watch TV. 

(D decide against /di'said o.genst/ verb 
to make up your mind not to do something O 
She decided against spending her money on a 
new car. 

decided /di'saidid/ adj 1. □ a decided 
tone or manner a firm tone or manner 2. cer¬ 
tain or obvious O There’s a decided differ¬ 
ence between French and Spanish wines. 
decidedly /di'saididli/ adv 1. certainly o 
He’s decidedly fatter than he was before he 
went on holiday. O It’s decidedly colder this 
week. 2. in a firm manner O 1 I’m not going 
with you ’, she said decidedly. 
deciduous /di'sidjuos/ adj (of a tree) los¬ 
ing its leaves in the winter. Compare 
evergreen 
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decimal /'desim(9)l/ noun a fraction ex¬ 
pressed as tenths, hundredths and thou¬ 
sandths O Three-quarters is 0.75 in decimals. 
□ to three places of decimals, to three deci¬ 
mal places with three figures shown after the 
decimal point O 67 divided by 13 gives 5.154 
to three places of decimals. 
decimal point /'desim(3)l point/ noun a 
dot used to show the division between whole 
numbers and parts of numbers in decimals, 
such as 2.05 

COMMENT: The decimal point is used in the 
USA and Britain: 4.75%. In most European 
countries a comma is used to show the deci¬ 
mal: 4,75%. 

decimate /'desimeit/ verb 1 . to kill people 
in large numbers. Synonym devastate 2. to 
reduce something by a large amount O Ger¬ 
man forests have been decimated by acid 
rain. O Our sales have been decimated by the 
rise in the value of the pound. 
decipher /di'saifo/ verb to read or make 
out something which has been badly written 
or written in code. Synonym decode. Ant¬ 
onym encode 

(D decision /di'si3(3)n/ noun the act of 
making up your mind to do something □ to 
come to or reach or take a decision to de¬ 
cide to do something O They talked for hours 
but didn’t come to any decision. O He 
thought about the job offer, but, in the end, 
took the decision to stay where he was. 

<D decisive /di'saisiv/ adj 1. firm and con¬ 
fident O He was nervous but tried to sound 
decisive. 2. which brings about a result O The 
second and decisive round of voting takes 
place next Sunday. O Her action was decisive 
in obtaining the release of the hostages. 
deck /dek/ noun 1 . a floor of a ship or bus o 
I’ll stay on deck because I’m feeling seasick. 
O Let’s go up to the top deck - you can see 
the sights better from there. 2. US a set of 
playing cards O She shuffled the deck. (NOTE: 
The British term is pack of cards.) 3. US a 
wooden platform on the outside of a house o 
We had drinks outside on the deck. 4. an ap¬ 
paratus for playing cassettes 
deckchair /'dektjeo/ noun a long folding 
canvas chair for sitting in the sun 
deckhand /'dekhasnd/ noun a sailor who 
does various jobs on the deck 
decking /'dekig/ noun pieces of wood 
used to make a platform outside a house 
(D declaration /.deklo'reiJXojn/ noun an 
official statement 

(D declare /di'kleo/ verb 1. to state some¬ 
thing officially O The Senator declared his 
intention to run for President. O She was de¬ 
clared dead on arrival at hospital. O It was 
declared that Mrs Broom was elected chair 
by 46 votes. 2. to list the goods you are carry¬ 


ing on which you may need to pay customs 
duty O The customs officials asked him if he 
had anything to declare. O Go through the 
green channel if you have nothing to declare. 
declassified /dii'klassifaid/ adj (of infor¬ 
mation) which has been officially declared to 
be no longer secret 

® decline /di'klain/ noun the fact of going 
downwards O a welcome decline in the num¬ 
ber of cases of pollution O Sales figures have 
gone into a sharp decline. Synonym deterio¬ 
ration ■ verb 1. to refuse or to turn down an 
invitation or offer O She declined their re¬ 
quest. O He declined to come to lunch. 2. to 
become weaker O He declined rapidly after 
he went into hospital. 3. to become less in 
numbers or amount O Our sales declined 
over the last year. O The fish population has 
declined sharply. 

decode /dii'koud/ verb to translate a coded 
message into normal writing. Synonym deci¬ 
pher. Antonym encode 
decolonisation /dii.kolonai'zeiJXojn/, 
decolonization noun the giving of inde¬ 
pendence to a state by the country that once 
controlled it 

decommission /.diiko'miJXojn/ verb to 
stop using something such as a weapon 
decompose /.diikom'pouz/ verb (of or¬ 
ganic material) to rot. Synonym rot 
decomposition /.diikDmpo'ziJXojn/ 
noun the process of rotting. Synonym decay 
(NOTE: no plural) 

decompress /.diikom'pres/ verb 1. to re¬ 
duce the pressure in something 2. to expand a 
computer file that has been stored in a 
smaller space to its full size 
decongestant /.diikon'dsestont/ noun a 
medicine which makes something such as a 
blocked nose less congested 
deconstruct /,di:k3n'strAkt/ verb to ana¬ 
lyse the way language works in literary texts. 
Synonym critique 

d) decorate /'dekoreit/ verb 1. to paint a 
room or a building or put new wallpaper in a 
room O She can’t come to the phone — she’s 
decorating the kitchen. 2. to cover something 
with pretty or colourful things to make it look 
attractive or to celebrate an occasion O The 
streets were decorated with flags. 3. to put 
icing on a cake O Christmas cakes are deco¬ 
rated with white icing. 4. to award someone a 
medal O He was decorated for bravery. 

® decoration /.deko'reiJXojn/ noun 1. the 
action of decorating a place O She is in 
charge of the decoration of the church for the 
wedding. 2. the action of painting a room or 
building O The decoration of the town hall 
took over a year. 3. things added to make 
something more attractive O The only deco¬ 
ration allowed was a pattern of geometric 
shapes. 4. a medal O He went to Buckingham 
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Palace to receive his decoration from the 
Queen. O Old soldiers were wearing their 
decorations for the November 11th parade. 
decorative /'dek(o)r3tiv/ adj pleasant to 
look at; serving as a decoration. Antonym 
ugly 

decorator /'dek3reit3/ noun a person who 
paints the inside and outside of buildings 
decorum /di'koirom/ noun the practice of 
being well behaved. Synonym dignity. Ant¬ 
onym abandon (NOTE: no plural) 
decoy noun /'diikoi/ an object or a person 
that is placed to attract and trap something O 
When they go duck shooting, they use 
wooden duck decoys which they float on the 
water. O They used a woman police officer to 
act as a decoy to try to trap the mugger. Syn¬ 
onym lure ■ verb /di'koi/ to attract and trap 
something or someone. Synonym entice 
decrease noun /'diskriis/ the fact of fall¬ 
ing or becoming less O a decrease in traffic 
O Sales show a 10% decrease on last year. O 
There has been a decrease of 20%> in appli¬ 
cations to join the club. Synonym reduction 

□ to be on the decrease to be falling o Road 
accidents are on the decrease. ■ verb /di- 
'kriis/ to fall or become less O The number of 
road accidents is decreasing. O Applications 
to join have decreased by 20%. 

decree /di'kri:/ noun a legal order which 
has not been voted by a parliament O The 
President has issued a decree banning short 
dresses. Synonym ruling. Antonym request 

□ by royal decree by a decree from a king or 
queen ■ verb to state something as a legal or¬ 
der O The President has decreed that every¬ 
one must work on Saturdays. 

decrepit /di'krepit/ adj old, feeble and 
falling to pieces 

decriminalise /dii'kriminolaiz/, decrim¬ 
inalize verb to make something or an action 
no longer a crime 

decry /di'krai/ verb to criticise something 
or say that something is bad. Synonym criti¬ 
cise. Antonym praise 
dedicate /'dedikeit/ verb 1. to place a 
church under the patronage of a saint O The 
chapel was dedicated to St Christopher in the 
13th century. 2. to offer a book to someone 
as a mark of respect or affection O He dedi¬ 
cated his collection of poems to his wife. 3. to 
spend all your life doing something O She 
dedicated her life to the service of the poor. 
dedicated /'dedikeitid/ adj 1. giving a lot 
of time and effort to achieve something O 
Her life was saved by the dedicated surgical 
team at the hospital. 2. reserved for a particu¬ 
lar task O There’s one dedicated graphics 
workstation in the network. 

© dedication /,dedi'keij(3)n/ noun 1. 
spending your life doing something O Her 
dedication and hard work are admirable. 2. a 


deep end 

note printed at the beginning of a book or 
play, where the author offers his or her work 
to someone as a mark of respect or affection 
deduce /di'djuis/ verb to conclude some¬ 
thing from examining the evidence ( formal) 
deduct /di'dAkt/ verb to remove an amount 
from a sum of money. Synonym subtract □ 
tax deducted at source tax which is re¬ 
moved from something, e.g. wages or interest 
payments, before the money is paid 
deductible /di'dAktib(9)l/ adj likely to be 
deducted 

deduction /di'dAkJon/ noun 1. a conclu¬ 
sion reached O Their deduction was correct. 
□ by a process of deduction by looking at 
the evidence and reaching a conclusion 2. a 
sum of money which is taken away O There 
is an automatic deduction for insurance. O 
Net wages are wages after deduction of tax 
and social security payments. 

© deed /di:d/ noun an act, especially a no¬ 
ble one O stories of great deeds performed 
during the war 

deed poll /'di:d poul/ noun a legal docu¬ 
ment, signed by one party only, used when 
someone changes his or her name 
© deem /di:m/ verb to consider something 
or someone to be something ( formal) 

(D deep /di:p/ adj 1. which goes a long way 
down O The water is very deep in the middle 
of the river. O This is the deepest lake in 
North America. O In the shallow end of the 
pool, the water is only a few centimetres 
deep. t depth 2. (of a colour) dark o a deep 
brown carpet 3. felt very strongly O We want 
to express our deepest admiration for what 
you have done. 4. □ deep in thought ab¬ 
sorbed by thought O She sat in a corner, deep 
in thought. 5. (of a sound) low o Who’s been 
sitting on my chair? said Father Bear in his 
deep voice. (NOTE: deeper - deepest) ■ 
adv a long way down O The mine goes deep 
under the sea. 

deepen /'diipon/ verb 1. to become deeper 
O The water deepened as he walked out into 
the lake. 2. to make something become 
deeper O They ’re going to deepen the chan¬ 
nel so that bigger boats can use the har¬ 
bour. 3. to become more difficult to under¬ 
stand O The mystery deepened. 
deep end /'diip end/ noun the end of a 
swimming pool where the water is deep □ to 
throw someone in at the deep end to give 
someone a difficult job to start with, to start 
someone on a new job without any prepara¬ 
tion (informal) o When she started her teach¬ 
ing career she was thrown in at the deep end 
by having to teach a class of 15-year-old 
boys. □ to go off the deep end to get very an¬ 
noyed (informal) o He went off the deep end 
when he heard that his car had been stolen 
again. 
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deep-freeze 

deep-freeze /di:p 'fri:z/ noun a freezer, a 
refrigerator for freezing food and keeping it 
frozen O I’ll put the chicken in the 
deep-freeze until next week. ■ verb to freeze 
food and keep it frozen O We deep-freeze a 
lot of the vegetables from our garden. O He 
bought some deep-frozen shrimps. 
deep-fried /,di:p 'fraid/ adj which has 
been cooked in a deep pan of boiling oil or 
fat 

deep-fry /'di:p frai/ verb to cook food in 
deep boiling oil or fat 

(D deeply /'diipli/ adv 1. very much o We 
deeply regret having to make so many people 
redundant. 2. □ to sleep deeply to sleep 
without waking O After taking the drug she 
slept deeply for ten hours. 
deep-rooted /,di:p 'ruitid/ adj which you 
have had for a long time and which you feel 
strongly 

deep-sea /'di:p 'si:/ adj in the deepest part 
of the sea 

deep-seated /,di:p 'siitid/ adj that has 
lasted a long time and will be difficult to 
change. Synonym innate 
deep-set /,di:p 'set/ adj (of eyes) which 
have deep sockets 

Deep South /di:p 'sauG/ noun the South¬ 
ern States of the United States 
deer /dio/ noun a wild animal of which the 
male has long horns or antlers, and which is 
often hunted (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
dear. The plural is deer; the female is a 
doe, the male is a stag, the young are 
fawns. Note also that the meat from a deer 
is called venison.) 

deface /di'feis/ verb to damage the surface 
of something by writing on or scratching it. 
Synonym damage. Antonym renovate 
de facto /dei 'fasktou/ adj ‘in fact’, exist¬ 
ing in fact, even though perhaps not legally. 
Compare de jure 

defamation /.defo'meiJXojn/ noun □ def¬ 
amation of character the act of ruining 
someone’s character by saying or writing 
rude things about him or her 
defamatory /di'faemot(9)ri/ adj which is 
done to ruin someone’s reputation. Synonym 
insulting. Antonym complimentary 
default /di'foilt/ noun 1. □ to be in default 
to have failed to carry out the terms of a con¬ 
tract 2. a set way of working ■ verb to fail to 
carry out the terms of a contract □ to default 
on payments not to make payments which 
are due O He paid his mortgage regularly for 
six months and then defaulted on the 
payments. 

defaulter /di'folto/ noun 1. a person who 
defaults O There are heavy penalties for de¬ 
faulters. 2. (in the army) a soldier who is be¬ 
ing punished 


(D defeat /di'fiit/ noun the loss of a fight, 
vote or game O The government suffered a 
defeat in Parliament last night. O It was the 
team’s first defeat for two years. ■ verb to 
beat someone in a fight, game or vote O The 
proposal was defeated by 10 votes to 3. O 
The ruling party was heavily defeated in the 
presidential election. O Our team has not 
been defeated so far this season. 
defecate /'defokeit/ verb to pass waste 
matter from the bowels through the anus (for¬ 
mal) Synonym excrete 
defecation /.defo'keiJXojn/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of defecating 

defect noun /'diifekt/ a fault o There must 
be a defect in the computer program. Syn¬ 
onym fiaw ■ verb /di'fekt/ □ to defect (to 
the enemy) to leave your country and join 
the enemy O She defected while on a tour of 
South East Asia. 

defection /di'fekjon/ noun the act of leav¬ 
ing your country or party and going over to 
the side of the enemy or opposition 
defective /di'fektiv/ adj faulty 
defector /di'fekto/ noun a person who de¬ 
fects to the enemy. Synonym traitor. Ant¬ 
onym loyalist 

(D defence /di'fens/ noun 1. protection 
against something, e.g attack or infection. O 
Several people ran to her defence when she 
was attacked by muggers. O These tablets of¬ 
fer a limited defence against the disease. 2. 
protection provided by the armed forces o 
Some countries spend more on defence than 
on education. □ the Ministry of Defence the 
government department dealing with the 
army, navy and air force 3. (in games) a part 
of a team whose job is to protect the goal o 
The England defence came under attack from 
the Brazilian forwards. 4. □ a defence coun¬ 
sel lawyer who represents the defendant in a 
lawsuit 5. (in a law court) the lawyers acting 
for the accused person (NOTE: [all senses] 
The US spelling is defense.) 
defenceless /di'fenslos/ adj not able to 
protect yourself (NOTE: The US spelling is 
defenseless.) 

defences /di'fensiz/ plural noun walls, 
trenches, etc., which are made to protect 
something (NOTE: The US spelling is de¬ 
fenses.) □ when your defences are down 

when you are not prepared for an attack O 
Pickpockets often strike when you 're relax¬ 
ing and your defences are down. 

(D defend /di'fend/ verb 1. to protect some¬ 
one who is being attacked O He jumped for¬ 
ward to defend his wife against the robbers. 
O She couldn’t defend herself against the as¬ 
sault. 2. (in a law court) to speak on behalf of 
an accused person O He hired the best law¬ 
yers to defend him. O the barrister who is de¬ 
fending my uncle □ to defend a lawsuit to 
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appear in court to state your case when ac¬ 
cused of something 3. to write or speak in 
support of something O There is no point in 
trying to defend the committee’s action. 

® defendant /defendant/ noun (in a law 
court) a person who is accused of doing 
something illegal or a person who is sued in a 
civil case 

COMMENT: In a civil case, the defendant 
faces a complaint from the claimant. In a 
criminal case, the defendant (also called the 
accused) is being prosecuted for a crime by 
the prosecution. 

® defender /di'fendo/ noun 1. a person 
who defends a place, e.g. a castle or town o 
The defenders surrendered after 90 days, 
when they ran out of food. 2. a player who 
defends the goal O The defenders were con¬ 
tinually passing the ball back to the 
goalkeeper. 

defensive /di'fensiv/ adj which protects 
someone or something O They built a defen¬ 
sive wall around the camp. ■ noun □ to be 
on the defensive about something to feel 
you need to give reasons for having done 
something O She’s always on the defensive 
about her decision to resign. 
defer /di'f3i/ verb 1. to put something back 
to a later date, to postpone something O to 
defer payment O The decision has been de¬ 
ferred until the next meeting. 2. □ to defer to 
someone or someone’s opinion to accept 
someone’s advice O She defers to her hus¬ 
band in everything. 

deference /'def(o)rons/ noun respect □ in 
deference to or out of deference to some¬ 
one or something to show respect for some¬ 
one O In deference to his wife, who is 
Muslim, he refused to allow alcohol in his 
house. O She put a shawl over her head out 
of deference to the monastery rules. 
defiance /di'faions/ noun a very proud ac¬ 
tion against an opponent. Synonym insubor¬ 
dination. Antonym compliance □ as an act 
of defiance to show that you are defying 
someone O He kept his hat on in church as 
an act of defiance. □ in defiance of someone 
or something acting proudly against some¬ 
one or something O Their protest march took 
place in defiance of a police order. 
defiant /di'faiont/ adj very bold in refusing 
to obey someone or something. Synonym 
disobedient. Antonym compliant 
deficiency /di'fij(9)nsi/ noun 1. a lack of 
something O Their diet has a deficiency in 
calcium or has a calcium deficiency. 2. 
money lacking O There is a £10 deficiency in 
the petty cash. 3. □ the deficiencies of a sys¬ 
tem faults which make a system work badly 
deficient /di'fij(9)nt/ adjn to be deficient 
in something to lack something o The soil is 


deficient in important nutrients. O Their diet 
is deficient in calcium or they have a cal¬ 
cium-deficient diet. 

deficit /'defisit/ noun an amount by which 
expenditure is more than receipts in a com¬ 
pany’s or a country’s accounts. Synonym 
shortfall. Antonym surplus □ to make 
good a deficit to put money into an account 
to balance it □ a country’s balance of pay¬ 
ments or trade deficit a situation when a 
country imports more than it exports O The 
UK’s balance of payments deficit has fallen 
by £2 billion. 

defile noun /'diifail/ a narrow path between 
mountains O They were ambushed in a 
mountain defile and killed. ■ verb /di 'fail/ to 
make something corrupt or no longer pure O 
Soldiers defiled the holy temple. 

® define /di'fain/ verb 1. to explain some¬ 
thing clearly or to give the meaning of 
something O How would you define an envi¬ 
ronmentalist? O The memo tried to define the 
way in which the two departments should 
work together. 2. to indicate the limits of 
something O The police operate within limits 
that have been clearly defined. 
defined /di'faind/ adj 1. which has been 
described exactly O The committee works 
within carefully defined terms of reference. 
2. clear, not blurred O The trees stood 
sharply defined against the snow of the hills 
behind. 

® definite /'def(9)n9t/ adj very clear or 
sure O I need a definite answer. O He was 
quite definite that he had seen the girl at the 
bus stop. 

definite article /,def(o)n9t 'a:tik(3)l/ 
noun the word ‘the’ in English, or a word 
with a similar use in another language 
(S) definitely /'def(3)n3tli/ adv certainly or 
surely O I’ll definitely be there by 7 o ’clock. 
O Are you coming? - definitely not! 

® definition /.defi'ni^o)^ noun 1. the 
clear explanation of a word O A bilingual 
dictionary doesn ’t give definitions, only 
translations. O Look up the definition of ‘de¬ 
mocracy’ in the dictionary. 2. (of a photo¬ 
graph) the quality of being clear and having 
sharp lines O The close-ups are clear, but 
your landscape photos lack definition. 
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 
definitive /di'fimtiv/ adj final, which can¬ 
not be improved on 

deflate /dii'fleit/ verb 1. to let the air out of 
something, e.g. of a tyre or balloon O Their 
hot air balloon began to deflate. 2. □ to de¬ 
flate the economy to reduce activity in the 
economy by cutting the supply of money O 
The government may be forced to deflate the 
economy because of rising imports. 
deflated /dii'fleitid/ adj feeling unhappy 
and lacking confidence in yourself 
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deflation /di:'fleiJ(o)n/ noun a reduction 
of economic activity. Antonym inflation 
deflect /di'flekt/ verb to turn aside some¬ 
thing, e.g. an arrow or a bullet, so that it goes 
in another direction 

deforestation /di: l fDri l steiJ'(o)n/ noun 
the act of cutting down trees from an area of 
land 

deform /di'foim/ verb to change the shape 
of something in a way that is not attractive 
deformed /di'foimd/ adj having a twisted 
or unattractive shape 

deformity /di'foimiti/ noun the fact of be¬ 
ing deformed 

defragment /.diifrseg'ment/ verb to ar¬ 
range the storage space in a computer 
defraud /di'froid/ verb □ to defraud 
someone of his money to cheat someone to 
get his money o He defrauded the old lady of 
£ 10 , 000 . 

defray /di'frei/ verb to provide money to 
pay someone’s costs 

defrost /dii'frost/ verb 1 . to remove ice 
which has formed in a refrigerator or freezer 
O I must defrost the freezer. 2. (of frozen 
food) to thaw out O A large turkey will take 
24 hours to defrost. 

deft /deft/ adj very agile or clever with your 
hands. Antonym clumsy (NOTE: defter - 
deftest) 

defunct /di'fAijkt/ adj which is no longer 
used or in existence 

defuse /dii'fjuiz/ verb 1. to take the fuse 
out of a bomb so that it cannot explode O An 
army unit was brought in to defuse the bomb. 
2. to make a situation less tense O The chair¬ 
man made some jokes to tty to defuse the sit¬ 
uation. O The UN Secretary General has 
moved to try to defuse the crisis. 
defy /di'fai/ verb 1. to refuse to obey the 
law O He should never have tried to defy the 
university authorities. 2. □ to defy someone 
to do something to challenge someone to do 
something ( formal) o I defy you to jump 
higher than that. 

degenerate ac/y7di'd3en(9)rot/ which has 
become morally weak or bad O He was 
shocked by the student art exhibition which 
he termed ‘degenerate scribbling’. ■ verb 
/di'dgenoreit/ to get worse O Her condition 
degenerated quickly once she went into hos¬ 
pital. O The celebrations rapidly degenerated 
into rioting. Synonym deteriorate ■ noun 
/di'd3en(3)rot/ a person who is morally 
weak or bad O The people who did this are 
moral degenerates. 

degrade /di'greid/ verb 1 . to make some¬ 
one do something that is humiliating O She 
had no money but refused to degrade herself 
by making false social security claims. 2. to 
change a chemical compound into a simpler 
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form, to decompose O Some plastics will de¬ 
grade if left in the sun. 

degrading /di'greidir)/ adj which makes a 
person like an animal. Synonym humiliating 
(D degree /di'gri:/ noun 1. the division of a 
scale O an angle of 80° O The temperature of 
the water is above 20°. (NOTE: With figures, 
degree is usually written as the symbol °: 
25° Celsius.) 2. a level o To what degree do 
you think the driver was to blame for the ac¬ 
cident? □ to a certain degree partly o It’s 
his own fault to a certain degree. 3. a di¬ 
ploma from a university O She has a degree 
in mathematics from Oxford. □ to have a 
master’s degree to have gained a second, 
more advanced, degree from a university 
dehydrate /.diihai'dreit/ verb 1. to re¬ 
move water from something 2. to lose water 
from the body 

dehydrated /.diihai'dreitid/ adj 1. (of 
food) which has had all the water removed 
from it 2. (of a person) who has lost water 
from the body O After two days without food 
or drink, he became severely dehydrated. 
dehydration /.diihai'dreij^n/ noun the 
process of becoming dehydrated 
de-ice /di: 'ais/ verb to remove the ice from 
something. Antonym ice up 
deification /.denfi'keiJXo)!!/ noun the 
process of making someone into a god. Syn¬ 
onym elevation 

deign /dein/ verb to be gracious enough to 
do something. Synonym condescend 
deity /'denti/ noun a god. Synonym divin¬ 
ity (NOTE: The plural is deities.) 
deja vu /,dei 3 a: 'vu:/ adv a feeling that 
you have already seen something before o 
When he came into the room, he immediately 
had a feeling of deja vu. 
dejected /di'd 3 ektid/ adj very unhappy or 
discouraged 

de jure /dei 'd 3 Uori/ adj by law or as a mat¬ 
ter of law, where the legal title is clear. Com¬ 
pare de facto 

(D delay /di'lei/ noun the length of time that 
something is late O There will be a delay of 
ten minutes before the meeting starts. O We 
are sorry for the delay in replying to your let¬ 
ter. ■ verb 1. to make someone or something 
late O The train has been delayed by fog. O 
He was delayed because his taxi had an acci¬ 
dent. 2. to put something off until later O We 
will delay making a decision until we see the 
result of the election. O The company has de¬ 
layed payment of all invoices. 
delegate noun /'deligot/ a person who rep¬ 
resents others at a meeting O The minister 
met delegates from the union. ■ verb /'delo- 
.geit/ to pass authority or responsibility 
on to someone else O She finds it difficult to 
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delegate. O He delegated the job of locking 
up the shop to the junior manager. 
delegation /deli'geij(a)n/ noun 1. a group 
of representatives O The minister met a union 
delegation. 2. the act of passing authority or 
responsibility on to someone else O The se¬ 
cret of good management is delegation. 
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 

® delete /di'liit/ verb to cut out part of 
something, e.g. a document or a computer 
file. Synonym erase. Antonym insert 
deletion /di'li:J(a)n/ noun 1. the action of 
deleting something O The court asked for the 
deletion of several sentences from the maga¬ 
zine article. O She made several deletions to 
the original text. 2. a word or phrase which 
has been deleted O In spite of all the dele¬ 
tions, the article is still too long. 
deli /'deli/ noun same as delicatessen (in¬ 
formal) 

(D deliberate ac///di'lib(a)rat/1. slow and 
thoughtful in speaking or doing something O 
She has a very deliberate way of signing her 
name. 2. done on purpose O It was a deliber¬ 
ate attempt to spoil her birthday party. ■ 
verb /di'libareit/ 1. to debate or discuss 
something O The council were deliberating 
all morning. O The jury left the courtroom to 
deliberate. 2. to think carefully about some¬ 
thing O I’ll need some time to deliberate on 
the possible ways of solving the problem. 

® deliberately /di'lib(a)ratli/ adv 1. on 
purpose O It was an accident - I didn ’t hit 
her deliberately. O He deliberately left the 
cage door open. 2. slowly and thoughtfully O 
She walked deliberately up the steps onto the 
platform. 

deliberation /di.liba'reiJXa)!!/ noun 1. 
great care O He moved his king with great de¬ 
liberation and leant back with a smile. 2. a 
discussion O After lengthy deliberations the 
meeting voted on the proposal. O Did their 
deliberations produce any result? 
delicacy /'delikasi/ noun 1. sensitivity o It 
is a question which has to be handled with 
great delicacy. 2. the state of being delicate 
O The delicacy of the glasses means that they 
have to be handled very carefully. (NOTE: no 
plural in meanings 1 and 2) 3. an unusual 
and tasty thing to eat O They bought all sorts 
of delicacies for the Christmas party. (NOTE: 
The plural in this meaning is delicacies.) 
delicate /'delikat/ ad/1. easily damaged o 
a delicate china vase 2. liable to get illnesses 
O Little babies are very delicate. O She was a 
delicate child. 3. very soft and fine O a deli¬ 
cate silk blouse 4. possibly difficult O He is 
in a delicate situation. 5. very sensitive and 
precise O Only the most delicate instruments 
can register the sound. 
delicately /'delikatli/ adv with great care 


delicatessen /.delika'tes^n/ noun a 
shop selling cold meats and imported food 
products 

delicious /di'lijas/ adj which tastes very 
good O Can I have another piece of that deli¬ 
cious cake? 

delight /di'lait/ noun pleasure o Their 
singing was a pure delight. O The news was 
greeted with delight by the waiting crowd. 
Synonym joy. Antonym displeasure □ to 
take great delight in something to take 
great pleasure in something ■ verb to give 
great pleasure to someone O His speech de¬ 
lighted the audience. □ to delight in some¬ 
thing to take great pleasure in something O 
She delights in teasing her little brother. 

® delighted /di'laitid/ adj very pleased. 
Antonym unhappy 

(D delightful /di'laitf(a)l/ adj very pleasant 
delineate /di'linieit/ verb 1 . to draw 
something or someone 2. to describe some¬ 
thing or someone in detail 
delinquency /di'lirjkwansi/ noun the act 
of committing a minor crime, or the number 
of such acts that are committed 
delinquent /di'lirjkwant/ noun □ a juve¬ 
nile delinquent, a delinquent US a young 
criminal who commits crimes, especially 
against property 

delirious /di'lirias/ adj 1 . suffering from 
delirium O She collapsed and became deliri¬ 
ous. 2. very excited and happy O They were 
delirious when they won the lottery. 
delirium /di'liriam/ noun a mental state in 
which a person is confused, restless and very 
excited and has hallucinations 
(D deliver /di'liva/ verb 1 . to bring some¬ 
thing to someone O Has today’s newspaper 
been delivered? O He delivered the letter 
himself so as to save buying a stamp. □ to de¬ 
liver the goods to do what you promised to 
do O You can always rely on him to deliver 
the goods. 2. □ to deliver a baby to help a 
mother when a baby is being bom O The 
twins were delivered by the midwife. 

(D delivery /di'liv(a)ri/ noun 1 . the act of 
bringing something to someone O There is no 
charge for delivery within the London area. 
O Use the rear entrance for deliveries. O The 
next delivery will be on Thursday. □ to take 
delivery of goods to receive goods which are 
delivered and sign for them 2. the birth of a 
child O The midwife will supervise the 
delivery. 

delphinium /del'finiam/ noun a popular 
garden plant with tall blue flowers 
delta /'delta/ noun 1 . a triangular piece of 
land at the mouth of a large river, formed of 
silt carried by the river o the Mississippi 
Delta O Deltas are created by alluvial 
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deposits. 2. the fourth letter of the Greek al¬ 
phabet. Symbol 5 

delude /di'luid/ verb to make someone be¬ 
lieve something which is wrong. Synonym 

deceive 

deluge /'delju:d 3 / noun 1. a flood of 
something, e.g. questions or orders O We had 
a deluge of phone calls after our TV commer¬ 
cial. 2. a heavy rainfall O It had been dry for 
weeks and then last Saturday we had a de¬ 
luge. ■ verb 1. to flood a place 2. to over¬ 
whelm someone with a flood of something O 
We were deluged with phone calls. 
delusion /di'lu:3(9)n/ noun a false belief 
which a person holds which cannot be 
changed by reason □ to be under a delusion 
to have a wrong idea O The boss is under the 
delusion that everyone really likes him. 
de luxe /di 'Lvks/ adj very expensive or of 
very high quality 

delve /delv/ verb to dig □ to delve into 
something to investigate something O He 
has been delving into the past history of the 
family. 

<D demand /di'maind/ noun 1. the act of 
asking for something O a demand for pay¬ 
ment O Her latest demands are quite unrea¬ 
sonable. 2. the need for goods or services at a 
certain price O We cannot keep up with the 
demand for our services. O We can’t sell the 
book, because there is no demand for it. □ to 
meet or fill a demand to supply what is 
needed O The factory had to increase pro¬ 
duction to meet the extra demand. □ there is 
not much demand for this item not many 
people want to buy this item □ this item is in 
great demand many people want to buy this 
item □ the law of supply and demand the 
general rule that the amount of a product 
which is available is linked to the amount 
which is wanted by customers ■ verb to ask 
firmly for something O She demanded a re¬ 
fund. O I demand an explanation. 

(D demanding /di'mcnndir)/ adj which 
takes up much time and energy 
demarcate /'diimaikeit/ verb to fix the 
boundaries of something ( formal) 
demarcation /.diimai'keij^o)^ noun the 
act of showing boundaries 
demean /di'mfin/ verb □ to demean your¬ 
self to make yourself appear undignified O 
Don’t demean yourself by dressing up as a 
fairy. 

demeaning /di'miimi]/ adj which makes 
you appear undignified 
demeanour /di'miino/ noun a person's be¬ 
haviour or manner (NOTE: The US spelling is 

demeanor.) 

demented /di'mentid/ adj mad ( informal) 
Synonym irrational. Antonym rational 
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dementia /di'menfo/ noun a loss of men¬ 
tal ability and memory, causing confusion 
and changes to the personality, due to a dis¬ 
ease of the brain 

Demerara sugar /.demoreoro 'Jugs/ 
noun a light brown sugar with large crystals 

demilitarised zone /di:,milit3raizd 
'zoun/ noun an area which is no longer occu¬ 
pied by soldiers 

demise /di'maiz/ noun a death ( formal) 
demister /dii'misto/ noun a fan of warm 
air in a car, used to prevent the windows 
misting up 

demo /'demou/ noun same as demonstra¬ 
tion. Synonym protest 
® democracy /di'mokrosi/ noun 1. a 
country governed by freely elected represen¬ 
tatives of the people O We live in a democ¬ 
racy. (NOTE: The plural is democracies.) 2. 
a system of government by freely elected 
representatives of the people O The people 
want democracy, not a dictatorship. 

(D democrat /'demokraet/ noun a person 
who believes in democracy O All true demo¬ 
crats will unite against the dictator. 

(D democratic /.demo'krastik/ adj refer¬ 
ring to democracy O They promised to re¬ 
store democratic government. 
democratically ^demo'krastikli/ adv in a 
democratic way 

Democratic Party /demo'kraetik ,pa:ti/ 
noun one of the two main political parties in 
the United States, which is in favour of some 
social change and state help for poor people 
demographic /.demo'grsefik/ adj refer¬ 
ring to demography 

demographics /.demo'graefiks/ plural 
noun the details of the population of a place 
demography /di'mogrofi/ noun the study 
of populations, trends in birth rates, etc. 
d> demolish /di'molij/ verb 1. to knock 
something down O We demolished the old 
church and built a new one. 2. to eat some¬ 
thing completely O He demolished the whole 
chocolate cake. 3. to show that something is 
completely wrong O He wrote an article de¬ 
molishing the professor’s theories. 
demolition /^emo'li^o)^ noun the ac¬ 
tion of knocking down something such as a 
building. Synonym destruction 
demon /'diimon/ noun 1. a devil o The 
picture shows red demons throwing people 
into a fire. 2. □ to be a demon for some¬ 
thing to be very enthusiastic about some¬ 
thing O He’s a demon for hard work. O She’s 
a real demon on the hockey pitch. 
demonic /di'monik/ adj like a demon 
demonstrable /di'monstrobCo)!/ adj 
which can be proved or demonstrated 
demonstrably /di'mDnstrobli/ adv as can 
be demonstrated 
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© demonstrate /'demonstreit/ verb 1. to 
show something O This demonstrates how 
little he has changed. O He demonstrated 
how the machine worked. 2. □ to demon¬ 
strate against something to protest against 
something in public O A group were demon¬ 
strating against the new motorway. 

© demonstration /.demon'streiJXojn/ 
noun 1 . the act of showing how something 
works O Can you give me a demonstration of 
how it works? 2. a crowd of people who are 
protesting against something O We went 
shopping and got mixed up in a demonstra¬ 
tion in Trafalgar Square. O They staged dem¬ 
onstrations against the government in 
several towns. 

demonstrative /di'monstrotrv/ adj (of a 
person) who openly shows his or her feelings 
O She’s not very demonstrative, but I think 
she appreciated her gift all the same. 

demonstrative pronoun /di- 
.mnnstrotiv 'prounaun/ noun a pronoun 
such as ‘this’ or ‘those’, which points out 
something 

© demonstrator /'demonstreito/ noun 1 . 
a person who shows how to do something or 
how pieces of equipment work O The demon¬ 
strator showed how to work the mixer. 2. a 
person who marches or who forms part of a 
crowd protesting against something O A 
crowd of demonstrators blocked the road. O 
The police used water cannon to clear dem¬ 
onstrators from in front of the Parliament 
building. 

demoralise /di'morolaiz/, demoralize 

verb to lower the morale or confidence of 
someone. Synonym dishearten 
demoralised /di'mnrolaizd/, demoral¬ 
ized adj unhappy and discouraged 
demoralising /di'mDrolaizir)/, demoral¬ 
izing adj which demoralises you or lowers 
your confidence. Antonym encouraging 
demote /di'mout/ verb to give someone a 
less important job or reduce an employee to a 
lower rank or grade. Synonym downgrade 
demotion /di'moufn/ noun the act of giv¬ 
ing someone a less important job 
demure /di'mjuo/ adj quiet and serious 
den /den/ noun 1. a place where an animal 
hides away O a lion’s den 2. a small room 
where you can hide away to work O Father’s 
in his den, so don’t disturb him. 3. a meeting 
place for criminals O The bar is just a den of 
thieves. 

denial /di'naiol/ noun a statement that 
something is not true 

denigrate /'demgreit/ verb to say that 
someone or something is not very good 
denim /'denim/ noun a thick cotton cloth, 
usually blue 
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denims /'denimz/ plural noun jeans, blue 
trousers made of thick cotton cloth 
denomination /d^nDmi'neiJXojn/ noun 
1. a unit of money written on a coin, bank¬ 
note or stamp O Coins of all denominations 
are put in the church collection box. O The 
bank has run out of small denomination 
notes. 2. a religious grouping O The 
Protestant Church is divided into several de¬ 
nominations. O What denomination does he 
belong to? 

denominational /di,nDmi'neiJ(9)n(3)l/ 
adj referring to a particular religious 
denomination 

denote /di'nout/ verb to mean or be a sign 
of something 

denouement /dei'nuimni]/, denouement 

noun the ending of something, e.g. a book, 
play or film, where everything is finally 
sorted out 

© denounce /di'nauns/ verb 1. to blame 
or to accuse someone or something openly O 
Someone denounced him to the police. O He 
was denounced as a racist by a fellow profes¬ 
sor. 2. to condemn something openly O She 
denounced the council’s policy as 
short-sighted. 

dense /dens/ adj 1. very thick o Dense fog 
closed the airport. 2. crowded together O 
They tried to find their way through dense 
forest. OI find it difficult to read through 100 
pages of dense text. 3. stupid O How can any¬ 
body be so dense? (NOTE: denser - 
densest) 

densely /'densli/ adv thickly 
© density /'densiti/ noun 1. (in physics) 
the amount of mass per unit of volume O 
heavy density oils 2. the number of things in 
a certain area O London suffers from high 
population density. O the high traffic density 
in the centre of Rome (NOTE: The plural in 
this meaning is densities.) 
dent /dent/ noun a slight hollow mark made 
by hitting something O Someone has made a 
dent in my car door. ■ verb to make a slight 
hollow mark in something O He backed into 
a tree and dented the wing. 
dental /'dent(o)l/ adj referring to teeth 
dental floss /'dent(o)l flDs/ noun a thin 
waxed thread for pulling between your teeth 
to remove pieces of food 
dental hygienist /,dent(3)l 'haid 3 i:mst/ 
noun a dentist’s assistant, who cleans pa¬ 
tients’ teeth, removes plaque and gives treat¬ 
ments with fluoride 

dental surgeon /'dent(o)l ,s3:d3on/ 
noun same as dentist 

@ dentist /'dentist/ noun a person who 
looks after your teeth 

dentistry /'dentistri/ noun 1. the profes¬ 
sion of a dentist 2. the branch of medicine 
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dealing with teeth and gums (NOTE: no 
plural) 

dentures /'dentjaz/ plural noun artificial 
teeth which fit inside the mouth and are used 
in place of teeth which have been taken out 
denunciation /di.nAnsi'eiJXa)!!/ noun a 
public accusation or blame. Synonym 
condemnation 

<D deny /di'nai/ verb 1. to state that some¬ 
thing is not true O You were there, weren’t 
you? - Don’t deny it! O She denied that she 
had ever seen him. O He flatly denied steal¬ 
ing the car. 2. □ to deny someone some¬ 
thing to prevent someone from having 
something O He was denied access to the se¬ 
cret government papers. □ to deny oneself 
not to eat or not to do something which you 
would like to do O She denied herself a holi¬ 
day in order to earn enough to pay off her 
mortgage. 

deodorant /di'3ud(9)ront/ noun a sub¬ 
stance which hides and prevents unpleasant 
body smells 

deoxyribonucleic acid /dii.oksiraibsu 
njui.klenk 'assid/ noun full form of DNA 
depart /di'pait/ verb 1. to go away, to 
leave O The coach departs from Victoria 
Coach Station at 0900. 2. □ to depart from 
the normal procedure to act in a different 
way from the normal practice □ to depart 
from the truth to tell a lie 
<D department /di'paitmant/ noun 1. a 
specialised section of a large company o He 
is in charge of the marketing department. O 
Write to the complaints department about the 
service. 2. one of the sections of the govern¬ 
ment O the Department for Education and 
Skills O the Department of Transport 3. a 
part of a large shop O If you want cheese you 
must go to the food department. O You will 
find beds in the furniture department. 

departmental /,di:pa:t l ment(9)l/ adj re¬ 
ferring to a department 
Department for Education and 
Skills /di.paitmant for edju,keiJ(o)n on 
'skilz/ noun the British government depart¬ 
ment which is concerned with education and 
training 

@ department store /di'paitmont sto:/ 
noun a large shop with many departments 
(D departure /di'paitJo/ noun 1. the act of 
leaving a place O The departure time is 3 
o’clock. O The plane’s departure was de¬ 
layed by two hours. 2. □ a departure from 
something the act of working in a different 
way from usual □ this is a departure from 
our usual practice we are doing something 
in a different way from the usual one 
departure lounge /di'paitjo laund 3 / 
noun a room at an airport where passengers 
wait to board their planes 
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departures /di'paitJoz/ plural noun 1. a 
list of trains, planes, etc., which are leaving 
2. the part of an airport terminal which deals 
with passengers who are leaving 
(D depend /di'pend/ verb 1. to happen be¬ 
cause of something or someone o The suc¬ 
cess of the book will depend on the publicity 
campaign. O I can’t be sure that we will 
come to lunch - it depends on what time we 
get home from the party the night before. □ it 
(all) depends it is not certain ( informal) o 
We may go to France on holiday, or Spain, it 
all depends. 2. □ to depend on someone or 
something to rely on or be sure of someone 
or something O You can’t depend on Jack - 
he’s always too busy to help. O You can de¬ 
pend on her to do her best. O The company 
depends on government grants. 
dependable /di'pend3b(o)l/ adj that can 
be relied on. Synonym reliable. Antonym 
unreliable 

dependant /di'pendant/ noun a member 
of the family who is financially supported by 
another (NOTE: Do not confuse with de¬ 
pendent.) 

® dependence /di'pendsns/ noun the 
fact of being dependent on someone or some¬ 
thing (NOTE: no plural) 
dependency /di'pendsnsi/ noun 1. a 
country which is ruled by another O Britain 
and its former overseas dependencies (NOTE: 
The plural in this meaning is dependen¬ 
cies.) 2. the fact of being dependent on 
someone or something O drug dependency or 
dependency on drugs 

<D dependent /di'pendant/ adj 1. finan¬ 
cially supported by someone else o She has 
five dependent relatives. 2. relying on some¬ 
one else O The patients become very depend¬ 
ent on the hospital staff. 3. caused or affected 
by something o The success of the project is 
dependent on getting a government grant. 4. 
US spelling of dependant (NOTE: [all 
senses] Do not confuse with dependant.) 

(D depict /di'pikt/ verb to show or describe 
something. Synonym portray 
depiction /di'pikjon/ noun a way of show¬ 
ing something. Synonym representation 
deplete /di'pliit/ verb to reduce available 
stocks or stores. Synonym use up 
depleted /di'pliitid/ adj containing less of 
something than before 
deplorable /di'ploir3b(3)l/ adj very bad 
deplorably /di'ploirabli/ adv in a very bad 
way 

deplore /di'ploi/ verb to say you dislike an 
action or an attitude or that you are sorry that 
something has happened ( formal) 

(D deploy /di'ploi/ verb to spread out sol¬ 
diers, etc., ready for action 
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deployment /di'ploimont/ noun the act of 
deploying 

depopulate /dii'popjuleit/ verb to reduce 
the number of people in an area 
deport /di'poit/ verb to expel someone 
from a country 

deportation /,di:po:'teij(3)n/ noun the 
act of making a foreigner leave a country 
depose /di'pouz/ verb to remove a king 
from the throne or a ruler from office. Syn¬ 
onym overthrow. Antonym install 
@ deposit /di'pozit/ noun 1 . money placed 
in a bank O Her deposits in the bank had 
grown over the years. □ on deposit in a de¬ 
posit account O The money is on deposit in 
his bank account. 2. money given in advance 
so that the thing which you want to buy will 
not be sold to someone else O She had to pay 
a deposit on the watch. O Can you leave £50 
as deposit? O I paid a 30% deposit and don’t 
have to pay anything more for six months. 3. 
a layer of a mineral in the ground O Coal de¬ 
posits occur in several parts of the country. O 
The North Sea oil deposits yield 100,000 bar¬ 
rels a month. ■ verb 1 . to put money into a 
bank account O She deposited £100 in her 
current account. O The cheque arrived at 
long last, and I deposited it immediately. 2. 
to put something down O He deposited his 
hat on the armchair. 

deposit account /di'pozit o.kaunt/ 
noun an account which pays interest but on 
which notice usually has to be given to with¬ 
draw money 

(D depot /'depou/ noun 1. a central ware¬ 
house for goods O a freight depot O a goods 
depot O an oil storage depot 2. a centre for 
transport O a bus depot O a tram depot 3. a 
central barracks for an army regiment O He 
joined the army and was sent to the Guards ’ 
Depot. 

depraved /di'preivd/ adj wicked or im¬ 
moral. Synonym debauched. Antonym 
righteous 

depravity /di'praeviti/ noun wickednes or 
immoral behaviour. Synonym debauchery 
deprecate /'deprikeit/ verb to disapprove 
of something (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

depreciate.) 

depreciate /di'prii/i.eit/ verb 1. to lose 
value O The pound has depreciated by 5% 
against the dollar. 2. to reduce the value of 
assets in accounts O We depreciate our com¬ 
pany cars over three years. (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with deprecate.) 
depreciation /di l pri:J'i'eiJ(s)n/ noun 1. a 
loss of value O The pound has shown a de¬ 
preciation of 5% against the dollar. 2. a re¬ 
duction in the value of an asset such as 
property 
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(D depress /di'pres/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
one sad or miserable O Listening to that par¬ 
ticular piece of music always depresses me. 
2. to push down a button O To activate the 
alarm, depress both buttons simultaneously. 

(D depressed /di'prest/ adj 1. sad, misera¬ 
ble O She's been feeling depressed since the 
accident. 2. □ depressed area a part of a 
country where many people are poor and un¬ 
employed and living conditions are bad 3. 
pushed down O If the button is depressed, 
switch off the electricity. 

(D depressing /di'presirj/ adj gloomy 
(D depression /di'preJ(o)n/ noun 1. a 
mental state where you feel miserable and 
hopeless O He was in a state of depression 
after the exams. O She is subject to fits of de¬ 
pression. 2. a low pressure area bringing bad 
weather O The depression coming from the 
Atlantic will bring rain to most parts of the 
country. O Winds move anticlockwise round 
a depression. 3. an economic crisis O Have 
many companies here been affected by the 
current world depression? □ the (Great) De¬ 
pression the world economic crisis of 
1929-33 O All economies suffered during the 
Depression. 4. a place which is lower than 
the area round it O A pool of water had 
formed in a depression in the rocks. 
deprivation /.depri'veiJXojn/ noun 1. s 
state of being deprived of something 2. a 
state of not having enough of the things nec¬ 
essary for a normal life, such as food and 
housing O They suffered dreadful depriva¬ 
tion (s) during the war. 

deprive /di'praiv/ verb □ to deprive 
someone of something to take something 
away from someone, not to let someone have 
something O As a writer, it was dreadful for 
him to be deprived of paper and pen in 
prison. 

deprived /di'praivd/ adj not enjoying 
many of society’s benefits. Synonym disad¬ 
vantaged. Antonym privileged 

(D dept, abbr department 
® depth /dep0/ noun 1. a measurement of 
how deep something is O The depth of the 
lake is 20m. O The submarine dived to a 
depth of 200m. 2. the deepest or most ex¬ 
treme point O In the depth of the Russian 
winter, temperatures can reach -45°C. O 
They have a house in the depths of rural 
Wales. □ the depths of despair complete 
lack of hope O When he was in the depths of 
despair he thought of committing suicide. □ 
in depth thoroughly O to study a subject in 
depth O to carry out an in-depth study of a 
problem 

deputation /.depju'teiJXojn/ noun a 
group of people who speak on behalf of 
others 
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depute verb /di'pjuit/ to give part of your 
responsibility to someone else O He was de¬ 
puted to attend the meeting on my behalf. 
Synonym delegate ■ noun /'depjuit/ (in 
Scotland) a deputy, a person who takes the 
place of someone else O the Depute Lord 
Provost 

deputise /'depjutaiz/, deputize verb □ to 
deputise for someone to take the place of 
someone O She’s deputising for the chairman 
who has a cold. 

(D deputy /'depjuti/ noun 1. a person who 
can take the place of someone else O She’s 
acting as deputy chair while the chair is in 
hospital. 2. an assistant to a person O He ap¬ 
pointed her as his deputy. 
derail /dii'reil/ verb to make a train leave 
the rails 

derailment /di'reilmant/ noun the action 
of a train leaving the rails 
deranged /di'reind 3 d/ adj behaving in an 
uncontrolled way because of mental illness 
derby /'daibi/ noun 1. □ the Derby an im¬ 
portant horse race run each year in June at 
Epsom in Surrey O He won the Derby three 
times. O She’s the owner of the Derby win¬ 
ner. 2. a bowler hat 3. a sporting contest be¬ 
tween local teams O There are always 
crowds at the local derby. (NOTE: The plural 
is derbies.) 

deregulate /dii'regjuleit/ verb to remove 
government restrictions from an industry 
deregulation /di:,regju'leiJX3)n/ noun 
reducing government control over an 
industry 

derelict /'derilikt/ adj ruined and aban¬ 
doned O They plan to build the housing de¬ 
velopment on derelict land near the city 
centre. O They bought a derelict cottage to 
do it up. Synonym dilapidated ■ noun a 
tramp, a homeless person ( formal ) o The Sal¬ 
vation Army looks after the derelicts living in 
shop doorways. 

dereliction of duty /deri.likfan ov 
'djuiti/ noun a failure to do what you ought 
to do by law 

deride /di'raid/ verb to laugh at someone 
or something. Synonym ridicule. Antonym 
admire 

derision /di'ri3(9)n/ noun the act of laugh¬ 
ing at someone or something because you 
think they are stupid 

derisive /di'raisiv/ adj laughing at some¬ 
one because you think they are stupid. Syn¬ 
onym mocking. Antonym admiring 
derisory /di'raisari/ adj ridiculously small 
derivation /^en'vei^a)^ noun the origin 
of a word 

derivative /di'rivstiv/ adj which is based 
on and copies something else O His 
prize-winning designs are really very deriva¬ 


desecrate 

tive. ■ noun a thing which is obtained from 
some other substance O petroleum 
derivatives 

derivatives /di'nvativz/ plural noun se¬ 
curities such as options to buy or sell, which 
are derived from ordinary bonds and shares 
( finance) 

derive /di'raiv/ verb 1. □ to derive or be 
derived from to come from originally O The 
name of the plant fuchsia’ is derived from 
the name of the German botanist, Fuchs. 2. 
to get something O The local people derive a 
good deal of pleasure from watching the an¬ 
tics of the tourists. 

dermatologist / l d3:m3 l tDbd3ist/ noun a 
doctor who specialises in the study and treat¬ 
ment of diseases of the skin 
dermatology / l d3:m3 l tDl3d3i/ noun the 
study and treatment of diseases of the skin 
derogatory /di'rDg9t(9)ri/ adj showing 
dislike for someone or something. Synonym 
disparaging. Antonym complimentary 
descend /di'send/ verb 1. to go down 
something such as a ladder O The president 
seemed to stumble as he descended the steps 
from the plane. 2. □ to be descended from 
someone to have someone as an ancestor O 
On his mother’s side, he is descended from 
one of William the Conqueror’s knights. 

® descendant /di'sendant/ noun a mem¬ 
ber of a family with a particular ancestor. 
Synonym successor. Antonym ancestor 
descending /di'sendig/ adj going down 
in steps □ in descending order listed with 
the highest first, and the lowest last O The 
towns are listed in descending order of their 
populations. 

<D descent /di'sent/ noun 1. going down o 
The descent into the mine takes just under 
three minutes. 2. family ancestry O He can 
trace his descent back to William I. □ she is 
of Irish descent her family is from Ireland 3. 
a downhill slope O She successfully com¬ 
pleted a tricky descent. (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with dissent.) 

(D describe /di'skraib/ verb 1. to say or 
write what something or someone is like O 
Can you describe the car which hit the old 
lady? O She described how the bus suddenly 
left the road. O He described the mugger as a 
tall man with a black beard. O The police 
asked him to describe what happened. 2. to 
form a figure or shape O The boat described 
a circle. 

(D description /di'skripjsn/ noun saying 
or writing what something or someone is like 
descriptive /di'sknptiv/ adj which says 
what something is like 

desecrate /'desikreit/ verb to treat a place 
such as a church or a grave in a disrespectful 
way. Synonym defile. Antonym consecrate 
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desecration /,desi'kreij(3)n/ noun the 
act of desecrating. Synonym violation 
desegregate /dii'segrigeit/ verb to end 
the segregation of a group of people or 
an institution. Synonym integrate. Antonym 
segregate 

desegregation /.diisegn'geiJXoJn/ noun 
the action of desegregating. Synonym inte¬ 
gration. Antonym segregation 
desert noun /'dezot/ a very dry area of the 
world, usually covered with rocks or sand 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with dessert.) ■ 
verb /di'z3it/ 1. to leave the armed forces 
without permission O The general ordered 
that all soldiers who had deserted should be 
captured and shot. 2. to leave someone all 
alone O He deserted his wife when she was 
expecting their second child. 
deserted /di‘z3:tid/ adj with no one in, 
with no people 

deserter /di'z3it9/ noun a person who 
leaves the armed forces without permission 
desertification /di.zsitifi'keiJXoJn/ noun 
the process by which an area of land becomes 
desert, through a change of climate or inten¬ 
sive farming 

desertion /di'z3:J(o)n/ noun 1. the act of 
leaving the armed forces without permission 
O During the war, soldiers were shot for de¬ 
sertion. 2. the act of leaving someone, espe¬ 
cially your wife or husband O He is divorcing 
his wife because of her desertion. (NOTE: no 
plural) 

desert island /.dezot 'aitand/ noun a 
tropical island with no inhabitants 
deserts /di'z3its/ plural noun what you de¬ 
serve □ to get your just deserts to get a fair 
reward for what you have done O The mug¬ 
gers got their just deserts when they were 
caught and brought to justice. 

(D deserve /di'z3iv/ verb to earn something 
because of what you have done O He didn’t 
deserve to win because he cheated. O I’ve 
been on my feet all day -1 think I deserve a 
sit-down. O He deserves a holiday. O I’m 
sure she deserved to be punished. Synonym 
merit 

deservedly /di'z3ividli/ adv in a way 
which is deserved. Synonym justly 
deserving /di'z3ivip/ adj which should be 
supported or helped. Synonym worthy. Ant¬ 
onym unworthy 

desiccate /'desikeit/ verb to make some¬ 
thing completely dry 

® design /di'zain/ noun 1. a plan or draw¬ 
ing of something, before it is made or built O 
Here are the designs for the book cover. O 
The architect has produced the designs for 
the new opera house. 2. a pattern or motif O 
curtains with a floral design 3. □ to have de¬ 
signs on something to plan to try to get 
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something O I think he has designs on my 
job. ■ verb 1 . to draw plans for the shape or 
appearance of something before it is made or 
built O He designed the new university li¬ 
brary. O She designs garden furniture. 2. □ 
designed for intended for O information de¬ 
signed for tourists 

(D designate verb /'dezigneit/ to appoint 
someone to a post O He has been designated 
as our representative at the meeting. ■ suffix 
/'dezignot/ a person who has been ap¬ 
pointed but has not started work O the 
ambassador-designate 
designation /.dezig'neiJXo)!!/ noun 1 . the 
act of designating O his designation as am¬ 
bassador 2. the name, title or description 
given to someone or something O He has the 
official designation of Chief Medical Officer. 
(D designer /di'zaino/ noun an artist who 
plans the shape or appearance of things such 
as goods, clothes or rooms. Synonym 
creator 

designer clothes /di'zaino kloudz/ plu¬ 
ral noun clothes designed by a famous 
designer 

designer label /di.zaino 'leib(o)l/ noun a 
label attached to clothes made by a famous 
designer 

desirable /di'zai9r3b(3)l/ adj which a lot 
of people want 

(D desire /di'zaio/ noun something that you 
want very much O It’s difficult to satisfy the 
public’s desire for information. O She had a 
sudden desire to lie down and go to sleep. 
Synonym wish ■ verb 1 . to want o He will 
get you anything you desire. 2. □ to leave a 
lot to be desired not to be of the right stan¬ 
dard, not to be acceptable O The bathrooms 
in the hotel leave a lot to be desired. 
desired /di'zaiod/ adj wanted or required 
desist /di'zist/ verb to stop doing some¬ 
thing ( formal ) o Would you kindly desist 
from smoking while we are eating? O The 
man next door persisted in practising the 
bagpipes until we asked him politely to de¬ 
sist. Synonym cease. Antonym continue 
(D desk /desk/ noun 1 . a table, often with 
drawers, used for writing O He put the papers 
away in his desk drawer. O She was sitting at 
her desk when the telephone rang. 2. a sec¬ 
tion of a newspaper O He works on the City 
desk. 3. a government department O She 
works on the Central Europe desk in the For- 
eign Office. 

desk tidy /'desk ,taidi/ noun a small con- 
tainer kept on a desk to keep things such as 
pens and paper clips tidy 
desktop /'desktop/ noun 1 . the top surface 
of a desk 2. a display on a computer screen 
that shows images representing available 
programs and files ■ adj that can be placed 
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on top of a desk O I’m thinking of investing in 
a new desktop computer. 
desktop publishing /.desktop 
■pAbliJig/ noun the production of publica¬ 
tions using a personal computer 
desolate adj /' desolot/ bleak and deserted 
O She crossed the desolate mountainside, 
carrying her baby. ■ verb /'desoleit/ to 
make someeon very sad O She was desolated 
by the news. 

despair /di'speo/ noun hopelessness, lack 
of hope O When he lost his job and his girl¬ 
friend left him, he was filled with despair. 
Synonym misery. Antonym joy □ the 
depths of despair a complete lack of hope ■ 
verb □ to despair of something to give up 
all hope of something O After two months in 
the jungle, he despaired of ever being 
rescued. 

despairing /di'speorir)/ adj feeling despair. 
Synonym hopeless. Antonym hopeful 
® despatch /di'spaetJV t> dispatch 

® desperate /'desp(9)rot/ adj 1. hopeless 
O Food ran out and the situation on the ship 
was becoming desperate. 2 . urgent O There 
is a desperate need for medical supplies. 3 . 
wild with despair O When he didn’t phone 
she became desperate with worry. 4 . in need 
of something, wanting something very much 
O They are desperate for news. 
desperately /'desp(9)r9tli/ adv 1. ur¬ 
gently O The hospital desperately needs med¬ 
ical supplies. 2 . in a very anxious way O She 
was desperately worried when her daughter 
had still not come home at 11 p.m. 
desperation /.despo'rei^o)^ noun hope¬ 
lessness that leads you to try anything in or¬ 
der to make things better □ in desperation 
because you are desperate O In desperation, 
she called the fire brigade. 
despicable /di'spik3b(o)l/ adj unpleasant, 
which you despise. Synonym appalling. 
Antonym admirable 

despise /di'spaiz/ verb to look down on 
someone, to think someone is not worth 
much. Synonym loathe. Antonym admire 
(D despite /di'spait/ prep in spite of o De¬ 
spite the wet weather we still enjoyed our 
holiday. 

despondent /di'spondont/ adj discour¬ 
aged and unhappy. Synonym hopeless. Ant¬ 
onym cheerful 

despot /'despot/ noun a dictator, a cruel 
ruler. Synonym dictator 
dessert /di'z3it/ noun a sweet course at the 
end of a meal O The meal will end with a des¬ 
sert of strawberries and cream. O What’s for 
dessert? Synonym sweet (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with desert. The word dessert is 
mainly used in restaurants. At home, this 


part of the meal is usually called the sweet 
or afters or pudding.) 

dessert spoon /di'z3it spurn/ noun a 
medium-sized spoon, used for eating desserts 
destabilise /di: 1 steibilaiz/, destabilize 

verb to make a country or government less 
stable. Synonym undermine 
destination /.desti'neiKo^n/ noun the 
place to which a person or vehicle is going O 
We reached our destination at eight o ’clock. 
O The destination is shown on the front of the 
bus. 

destined /'destind/ adj 1 . □ destined for 

being sent to O All mail destined for Canada 
is delayed because of the postal workers’ 
strike. 2. certain to have, do or experience 
something O She’s destined for a great ca¬ 
reer on TV. O They were destined to fail in 
their search for gold. 

destiny /'destini/ noun 1 . what will hap¬ 
pen to you in the future O The war affected 
the destinies of many people. 2. a power that 
controls what happens to you in the future O 
You never know what destiny has in store for 
you. 

destitute /'destitjurt/ adj with very little 
money and very few belongings. Synonym 
poor. Antonym solvent 
® destroy /di'stroi/ verb to ruin something 
completely O The bomb destroyed several 
buildings. O A lot of private property was de¬ 
stroyed in the war. 

destroyer /di'stroio/ noun a me¬ 
dium-sized naval ship 

® destruction /di'strAkJon/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of ruining completely O the destruction 
of the village by enemy bombs O The volcano 
caused enormous destruction. O After the 
bomb attack there was a scene of total de¬ 
struction. Synonym obliteration (NOTE: no 
plural) 

destructive /di'strAktiv/ adj which 
destroys 

® detach /di'taet J/ verb to separate 
detachable /di'taet Job(3)l/ adj which you 
can detach 

detached /di'taetJt/ adj 1. □ detached 
house a house which stands alone, not at¬ 
tached to another. Compare semi-detached 
house 2. not under someone’s influence o 
He is a detached observer of the political 
scene. O He tries to take a detached view of 
each patient who comes to see him. 
detachment /di'taetJmont/ noun 1. indif¬ 
ference, lack of particular interest O He 
glanced at the advancing policemen with an 
air of detachment. 2. a small group of sol¬ 
diers O Detachments of marines have been 
sent to the island. 

(D detail /'diiteil/ noun 1. an item of infor¬ 
mation O Send in your CV including full de- 
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tails of your past experience. O Can you give 
me further details of when the accident took 
place? O I can’t make out the details in the 
photo because the light is bad. O The police¬ 
man noted down the details of the incident. 2. 
□ in detail with plenty of details O The cata¬ 
logue lists all the furniture in detail. O Please 
describe the circumstances of the accident in 
as much detail as possible. ■ verb 1. to list 
all the facts or items O He detailed the work 
which had to be done. 2. □ to detail someone 
to do something to tell someone to do a job 
O He was detailed to wash the kitchen floor. 

(D detailed /'diiteild/ adj in detail, giving a 
lot of details O We need a detailed list of the 
items which have been stolen. O The police 
issued detailed descriptions of the two men. 
Synonym full. Antonym sketchy 
detain /di'tein/ verb 1 . to keep someone in 
a police station or prison O The police have 
detained a man for questioning. 2. to stop 
someone from leaving O I'm sorry I’m late - 
I was detained by a phone call. 
detainee /.diitei'ni:/ noun a person held in 
prison. Synonym prisoner 
® detect /di'tekt/ verb 1. to discover 
something scientifically O If breast cancer is 
detected early enough, it can be cured. 2. to 
notice something O I detected some unwill¬ 
ingness to agree to the change. 
detectable /di'tektob(9)l/ adj which can 
be detected. Synonym obvious 
detection /di'tekfon/ noun 1 . the act of 
solving a crime 2. the action of detecting 
something O the detection of traces of poison 
in the cup O the early detection of breast can¬ 
cer O He hid under the bed and managed to 
escape detection for three days. (NOTE: no 
plural) 

(D detective /di'tektiv/ noun a police offi¬ 
cer who investigates crimes o Detectives 
have interviewed four suspects. Synonym 

investigator 

(D detector /di'tekto/ noun an instrument 
which checks whether something is present. 
Synonym sensor 

(D detention /di'tenjon/ noun 1 . imprison¬ 
ment O After he was released from detention 
he committed the same offence again. O The 
internees were kept in detention camps. 2. 
keeping children at school as a punishment O 
The children were kept in detention after 
school. (NOTE: no plural) 
detention centre /di'tenjon ,sento/ 
noun a place where young criminals are kept 
deter /di't3i/ verb □ to deter someone 
from doing something to discourage some¬ 
one from doing something O The heavy rain 
didn’t deter us from visiting the town. O We 
have installed cameras to deter shoplifters. 


detergent /di't3:d3ont/ noun a cleaning 
substance which removes grease and bacteria 
from things such as clothes or dishes 
deteriorate /di'tiorioreit/ verb to go bad; 
to get worse 

deterioration /di.tisrio'reiJXsjn/ noun 
the process of getting worse 
determination /diXsimi'neiJXojn/ noun 
1. a strong wish to do something, and not to 
let anyone stop you doing it O his determina¬ 
tion to win the prize O The government needs 
to show more determination in their fight 
against corruption. 2. the act of deciding 
something O Determination of deadlines will 
be crucial to the planning of the project. 
(NOTE: no plural) 

® determine /di't3:min/ verb 1. to fix 
something such as a date O The meeting will 
be at a date still to be determined. 2. □ to de¬ 
termine to do something to make up your 
mind to do something ( formal ) O I deter¬ 
mined not to make the same mistake again. 3. 
to find out the details of something O The po¬ 
lice have to determine what really happened. 
4. to affect in a particular way O His exam re¬ 
sults will determine his future. 

<D determined /di't3:mind/ adj 1. decided 
O He had a very determined expression on 
his face as he entered the ring. O She is de¬ 
termined to win the prize. 2 . strong minded O 
She’s a very determined young woman, and 
will go far. ► Antonym irresolute 
determiner /di't3:mino/ noun a pronoun 
or article which comes before an adjective or 
noun, and shows what is being referred to, 
such as ‘this’ in ‘this old car’ ( grammar) 

® deterrent /di'teront/ noun a thing which 
discourages people from doing something. 
Synonym restraint. Antonym incitement 
detest /di'test/ verb to dislike intensely. 
Synonym hate 

detonate /'detoneit/ verb 1. to set off an 
explosive O The police detonated the pack- 
age found under the car. 2 . to explode O A 
shell landed in their garden but failed to 
detonate. 

detonation /.deto'neiJXojn/ noun an 
explosion 

detonator /'detoneito/ noun a small ex¬ 
plosive charge which will set off a large 
explosion 

detox noun 1. medical treatment which 
helps people stop taking drugs or drinking 
too much alcohol 2. the process of stopping 
taking drugs or drinking alcohol ■ verb 1. to 
have treatment to help you stop taking drugs 
or drinking alcohol 2. to stop taking harmful 
substances in order to improve your health O 
No thanks, I’m detoxing after last week’s 
excesses. 
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detract /di'traekt/ verb □ to detract from 
something to make something less useful, at¬ 
tractive or interesting O Her rudeness to the 
judges somehow detracted from the 
prize-giving ceremony. 
detractor /di'trcekto/ noun a person who 
criticises something. Synonym critic. Ant¬ 
onym supporter 

detriment /'detrimont/ noun damage. 
Synonym disadvantage. Antonym advan¬ 
tage □ to the detriment of which will dam¬ 
age O His long working hours have been to 
the detriment of their marriage. 
detrimental / l detn l ment(o)l/ adj which 
can harm. Synonym harmful. Antonym 
beneficial 

detritus /di'traitos/ noun rubbish, waste 
matter. Synonym debris (NOTE: no plural) 
deuce /djuis/ noun a score of 40-40 in ten¬ 
nis. t tennis 

devaluation /.diivaelju'eij^n/ noun re¬ 
ducing the international value of a currency. 
Synonym deflation 

devalue /dii'vaelju:/ verb to reduce the 
value of a currency in relation to that of other 
countries. Antonym overvalue 
(D devastate /'devosteit/ verb to wreck 
something completely 

devastated /'devosteitid/ adj 1. badly 
damaged O Relief agencies are trying to help 
the devastated region. 2. upset by something 
such as bad news O She was devastated when 
she was made redundant. O When he read the 
report in the paper he was completely 
devastated. 

devastating /'devosteitip/ adj 1. causing 
a lot of damage O The country has still not 
recovered from the devastating effects of the 
storm. 2. shocking, upsetting O The news 
from Paris was devastating. 
devastation ^devo'steiJXoJn/ noun wide¬ 
spread damage. Synonym destruction. Ant¬ 
onym preservation 

<D develop /di'velop/ verb 1. to grow and 
change O Eventually, a caterpillar will de¬ 
velop into a butterfly. 2. to make something 
larger O She cycles to develop her calf mus¬ 
cles. 3 . to get an illness O She developed a 
cold at the weekend. 4 . to produce and fix a 
photograph from film O We can develop your 
film in an hour. 5. to plan and produce some¬ 
thing O to develop a new product 6. to plan 
and build O They are planning to develop the 
site as an industrial estate. O The company is 
developing a chain of motorway service 
stations. 

developed /di'velopt/ adj □ a developed 
area an area which has buildings on it □ the 
developed world those countries which are 
industrialised 


developer /di'velopo/ noun 1. a person or 
company that plans and builds roads, air¬ 
ports, houses, factories or office buildings o 
The land has been acquired by developers for 
a housing estate. 2. a liquid for developing 
photographs O She put the film into a bath of 
developer. 

<D developing /di'velapirj/ adj 1. growing 
O his rapidly developing network of contacts 
in government O her developing knowledge 
of the English language 2. □ developing 
countries countries which are becoming 
industrialised 

(D development /di'velopmont/ noun 1. 
growth O The development of the embryo 
takes place rapidly. □ economic develop¬ 
ment the process by which a country’s econ¬ 
omy changes and becomes more 
industrialised □ industrial development the 
planning and building of new industries in 
special areas 2. the planning and production 
of a new product O The development of new 
pesticides will take some time. 3 . the act of 
planning and building on an area of land O 
the development ofproperty on the site of the 
former docks 

developmental /di.vetep'mentCo)!/ adjn 
at a developmental stage being developed o 
The product is at an advanced developmental 
stage. 

developments /di'vetapmonts/ plural 
noun things which happen 
deviant /'diiviont/ adj different from nor¬ 
mal □ deviant behaviour behaviour which is 
considered to be very wrong ■ noun a person 
who behaves in a way which most people 
consider to be wicked and immoral O The 
newspapers referred to them as ‘deviants ’. 
deviate /'diivieit/ verb □ to deviate from 
to be different from what is normal or usual 
O The celebrations deviated from their nor¬ 
mal pattern by being held on a Sunday. O He 
did not deviate from the written version of his 
speech. 

deviation /.diivi'eiJCs)^ noun changing 
from what is usual 

® device /di'vais/ noun 1. a small useful 
machine O He invented a device for screwing 
tops on bottles. O The engineers brought in a 
device for taking samples of soil. 2. □ he was 
left to his own devices he was left to do 
whatever he wanted 

devil /'dev(o)l/ noun 1. an evil spirit o He 
believes in ghosts and devils and all that sort 
of thing. 2. □ what the devil? what...? (infor¬ 
mal: showing surprise) o What the devil has 
been going on here while we’ve been away? 
3 . a person O He’s won the lottery, lucky 
devil! O Poor devil! I must go and see him in 
hospital. □ little devil a naughty child O That 
little devil has been pulling the cat’s tail. 
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devil’s advocate /,dev(9)lz 'asdvokot/ 
noun a person who argues the opposite point 
of view, in order to stimulate discussion 
about a widely held opinion 
devious /'diivios/ adj 1. not honest or 
straightforward O It’s just a very devious 
plan to avoid paying the staff more money. 2. 
not going straight O The taxi took us on a 
very devious route to Piccadilly Circus. 
devise /di'vaiz/ verb to think up, to invent 
O We've devised a new timetable for the sum¬ 
mer term. O He devised a plan for making 
more money out of the farm. Synonym think 
up 

devoid /di'void/ adj □ devoid of empty of, 
without □ the book is devoid of literary 
merit the book has no literary merit at all 
devolution /.diivo'luiJXojn/ noun the 
passing of power from a central government 
to a local or regional authority 
devolve /di'vDlv/ verb to pass to another 
authority. Antonym centralise 
devote /di'vout/ verb □ to devote time to 
something to spend time on something o 
Don ’t you think you’ve devoted enough time 
to your model planes? □ to devote yourself 
to to spend all your time on O She devoted 
herself to looking after refugee children. 
devoted /di'voutid/ adj 1. loving o He 
died suddenly, leaving his devoted wife arid 
six children. □ devoted to someone loving 
someone O He is devoted to his children. 2 . □ 
devoted to something spending all your time 
on something O She’s devoted to her flower 
garden. 

devotee /,devou'ti:/ noun someone who 
likes something very much, an enthusiastic 
follower 

devotion /di'v3uf(o)n/ noun 1. love o her 
devotion to her father O his devotion to his 
stamp collection O Her devotion to duty is re¬ 
markable. 2. constant work on behalf of 
someone or something O She received an 
award for twenty years ’ devotion to the needs 
of the handicapped. 

devour /di'vauo/ verb to eat something 
greedily 

devout /di'vaut/ adj deeply religious 
dew /dju:/ noun water which forms at night 
on objects in the open air (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with due.) 

dewdrop /'djuidrop/ noun 1. a drop of 
dew 2. a drop of mucus at the end of some¬ 
one’s nose 

dewy-eyed /,dju:i 'aid/ adj with eyes that 
are full of emotion 

dexterity /dek'stenti/ noun skill in using 
the hands or the mind 

dexterous /'dekstros/, dextrous adj 

skilful, especially using the hands 2. 
quick-thinking 


dialogue 

dextrose /'dekstrouz/ noun a simple sugar 
found naturally in fruit and honey 
diabetes /.daio'biitiiz/ noun a condition 
where the body cannot control sugar absorp¬ 
tion because the pancreas does not produce 
enough insulin (NOTE: no plural) 
diabetic /.daio'betik/ adj referring to dia¬ 
betes O The hospital provides a special diet 
for diabetic patients. O He’s on a strict dia¬ 
betic diet. □ diabetic food special food with 
a low sugar content which can be eaten by 
people with diabetes ■ noun a person with 
diabetes O She is a diabetic and has to have 
regular injections of insulin. 
diabolical /.daio'bolik^)!/ adj 1. evil and 
wicked O They devised a diabolical plot to 
assassinate the Prime Minister. 2. very bad O 
The food in the staff canteen is diabolical. 
diagnose /'daiognouz/ verb to identify a 
patient’s illness by examining him or her and 
noting symptoms 

diagnosis /.daiog'nousis/ noun the identi¬ 
fication of an illness (NOTE: The plural is di¬ 
agnoses.) 

diagnostic /.daiog'nostik/ adj referring to 
diagnosis 

diagonal /dai'aegon(9)l/ adj going from 
one comer to another O He drew a diagonal 
line on the floor. O Areas of the map shaded 
with diagonal lines indicate cultivated land. 
Synonym slanting ■ noun a diagonal line o 
Draw a diagonal from one corner of the 
square to the other. 

diagonally /dai'ceg(3)noli/ adv in a diago¬ 
nal direction 

diagram /'daiograsm/ noun a sketch, plan 
or accurate drawing O She drew a diagram to 
show how to get to her house. O The book 
gives a diagram of the circulation of blood. 

(D dial /'daiol/ noun a round face of a tele¬ 
phone or a measuring instmment O Modern 
telephones don’t have dials - just buttons. ■ 
verb to call a telephone number o To call the 
police you must dial 999. O Dial 9 to get an 
outside line. □ to dial direct to contact a 
phone number yourself without asking the 
operator to do it for you O You can dial New 
York direct from London. 

(D dialect /'daiolekt/ noun a variety of a 
language spoken in a particular area. Syn¬ 
onym vernacular 

dialling code /'daiolig koud/ noun a spe¬ 
cial phone number for a town or country 
dialling tone /'daiolir) toun/ noun the 
noise made by a telephone to show that it is 
ready for you to dial a number 
dialog box /'daiolog bDks/ noun a small 
area on a computer screen that presents the 
user with a choice 

dialogue /'darning/ noun 1 . a conversation 
between two people O The next exercise on 
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the tape is a dialogue between a shopkeeper 
and a customer. 2. the spoken words in a film 
or TV drama O Turn the volume up so that 
we can hear the dialogue more clearly. 3. po¬ 
litical talks or negotiations O The government 
is trying to encourage greater dialogue in the 
Middle East. (NOTE: [all senses] The US 
spelling is dialog.) 

dial-up /'daiol Ap/ adj of a connection be¬ 
tween computers that is made by means of a 
modem and a telephone line 
dialysis /dai'aslosis/ noun the process of 
cleaning waste matter from blood by passing 
it through a filter 

diameter /dai'aemito/ noun the distance 
across the centre of a circle 
diametrically /.daio'metrikli/ adv □ dia¬ 
metrically opposite to or opposed totally 
the opposite of O What they did was diamet¬ 
rically opposite to what we had agreed. O 
Their views are diametrically opposed. 

@ diamond /'daiomond/ noun 1. a very 
hard colourless precious stone O He gave her 
a diamond ring. O Diamonds sparkled on her 
crown. 2. one of the red suits in a pack of 
cards, shaped like a diamond O He held the 
ten of diamonds. (NOTE: The other red suit is 
hearts; clubs and spades are the black 
suits.) 

diamond wedding /.daiomond 'wedir)/ 
noun the 60th anniversary of a wedding day 
(D diaper /'daiopo/ noun US a cloth or thick 
pad which is wrapped round a baby’s bottom 
(NOTE: The British term is nappy.) 
diaphragm /'daiofraem/ noun 1. a thin 
sheet which vibrates with noise O the dia¬ 
phragm in a hearing aid 2. a thin layer of tis¬ 
sue which separates the chest from the 
abdomen, and pulls air into the lungs when 
you breathe O The stomach lies in the left up¬ 
per part of the abdomen, just under the dia¬ 
phragm. 3. a contraceptive device for women 
diarist /'daiorist/ noun a person who 
writes a diary 

diarrhoea /.daio'riio/ noun a condition 
where a patient frequently passes liquid fae¬ 
ces (NOTE: The US spelling is diarrhea.) 

<S> diary /'daiori/ noun 1. a description of 
what has happened in your life day by day O 
He kept a diary for years. O She kept a diary 
of the places she visited on holiday. 2. a 
small book in which you write notes or make 
appointments for each day of the week O I’ve 
noted the appointment in my desk diary. O / 
can't fix the date immediately because I 
haven't got my diary with me. (NOTE: The 
plural is diaries.) 

dice /dais/ noun a small cube with one to 
six dots on each face, used for playing games 
O Shake the dice in the cup and then throw 
them onto the board. O He lost hundreds of 
pounds playing dice. (NOTE: The plural is 


dice.) ■ verb 1. to cut food into small cubes 
O diced potato 2. □ to dice with death to do 
something very risky ( informal ) O Running 
across the main road is dicing with death. 
dicey /'daisi/ adj dangerous ( informal ) Syn¬ 
onym risky 

dichotomy /dai'kotomi/ noun a differ¬ 
ence between contradictory things 
dick /dik/ noun penis ( informal) 
dickens /'dikinz/ noun (informal ) □ the 
dickens of a lot of O It took the dickens of a 
lot of time. □ what the dickens? what ...? O 
What the dickens is the matter with the heat¬ 
ing pump? 

dictate /dik'teit/ verb 1. to say something 
to someone who writes down your words o 
She dictated a letter to her secretary. O He 
dictated his address to me over the phone. 2. 
to tell someone what to do O The army com¬ 
mander dictated the terms of the surrender. O 
She’s always trying to dictate to us how to 
run the business. 

dictates /'dikteits/ plural noun ideas or 
feelings that strongly influence people 
<D dictation /dik'teiJ(o)n/ noun the act of 
dictating something to be written down. Syn¬ 
onym transcription □ to take dictation to 
write down everything that someone is say¬ 
ing in special writing 

dictator /dik'teito/ noun a person who 
rules a country alone. Synonym tyrant. Ant¬ 
onym democrat 

dictatorial /.dikto'toiriol/ adj behaving 
like a dictator. Synonym tyrannical. Ant¬ 
onym democratic 

dictatorship /dik'teitojip/ noun the rule 
of a country by one person 
diction /'dikfon/ noun a clear and under¬ 
standable way of speaking 
dictionary /'dikJon(9)ri/ noun a book 
which lists words in alphabetical order, giv¬ 
ing their meanings or translations into other 
languages □ a French dictionary a book 
which gives English words with their French 
translations, and French words with their 
English translations O If you want to find the 
French translation of this word, look it up in 
a French dictionary. □ a pocket dictionary a 
small dictionary which you can put in your 
pocket 

dictum /'diktom/ noun a well-known say¬ 
ing made by a famous person ( formal ) Syn¬ 
onym pronouncement (NOTE: The plural is 
dicta /'dikto/.) 
did /did/ 1 do 

didactic /dai'daektik/ adj giving moral ad¬ 
vice. Synonym educational 
didn’t /'did(o)nt/» do 
(D die /dai/ noun a metal stamp for making 
coins ■ verb 1 . to stop living o His mother 
died last year. O She died in a car crash. O If 


226 


diffidence 


die away 

you don’t water the plants they’ll die. t 
death 2. □ dying for or to wanting some¬ 
thing very much O We ’re dying for a cold 
drink. O I’m dying to read his book. □ to die 
laughing to laugh a lot (NOTE: dying - died) 
die away /,dai o'wei/ verb to become less 
noisy. Synonym fade 

die down /,dai 'daun/ verb 1. to get less 
strong O The wind began to die down. O The 
government is waiting for the street protests 
to die down. 2. (of plants) to die and lose 
their stems and leaves O Chrysanthemums 
will die down during the winter. 
diehard /'daihaid/ adj very resistant to 
change ■ noun a person who resists change 
or persists in a particular belief or opinion 
(D die out /,dai 'aut/ verb to disappear 
gradually 

(D diesel /'di:z(o)l/ noun 1. □ diesel (oil) 
engine fuel which is thicker than petrol O My 
new car runs on diesel. O London taxis have 
diesel engines. 2. a car with a diesel engine O 
His latest car is a diesel. 

(D diet /'daiot/ noun 1. the kind of food you 
eat O He lives on a diet of bread and beer. O 
These people are healthier than us because 
their diet is simple. 2. eating only certain 
types of food, either to become thinner or to 
cure an illness O The doctor told her to fol¬ 
low a strict diet. □ a salt-free diet a diet 
which does not contain salt □ to be on a diet 
to eat only certain types of food, especially in 
order to become thin or to deal with an illness 
O He’s been on a diet for some weeks, but 
still hasn’t lost enough weight. □ to go on a 
diet to start to eat less O She went on a diet 
before going on holiday. ■ verb to eat less 
food or only one sort of food O He dieted for 
two weeks before going on holiday. Synonym 
slim. Antonym binge 

dietary /'dai0t(3)ri/ adj referring to the 
food people eat in terms of how it affects 
their health. Synonym nutritional □ dietary 
fibre roughage, fibrous matter in food, which 
cannot be digested 

dietician /^ais'ti^s)^ noun a person 
who specialises in the study of diets and ad¬ 
vises people on what they should eat 
® differ /'difs/ verb 1. not to be the same as 
something else O The two machines differ 
considerably - one has an electric motor, the 
other runs on oil. □ to differ from to be dif¬ 
ferent from, not to be the same as O This car 
differs from the earlier model. O Their busi¬ 
ness differs from ours in one important as¬ 
pect. 2. □ I beg to differ I do not agree 
(D difference /'dif(9)r9ns/ noun a way in 
which two things or amounts are not the 
same O Can you tell the difference between 
an apple and a pear with your eyes shut? O 
What is the difference in price between these 
two cars? □ it doesn’t make any difference 


it’s not important O You can use any colour 
you like - it doesn’t make any difference. □ 
to split the difference to agree on a figure 
which is halfway between two figures sug¬ 
gested O Twenty’s too many, ten’s not 
enough, let’s split the difference and say 
fifteen. 

differences /'dif(3)r3nsiz/ plural noun ar- 
guments between people 
(D different /'dif(3)r3nt/ adj not the same o 
Living in London is very different from living 
in the country. O I went to three different 
clothes shops but I couldn’t find anything in 
my size. O He looks different now that he has 
a beard. □ that’s quite a different matter or 
kettle of fish it’s not at all the same thing 
differential /.difa'renjal/ adj which shows 
a difference O The company has a differen¬ 
tial system of pay for various levels of re¬ 
sponsibility. ■ noun (in a motor) the gears 
between two drive shafts that allow one shaft 
to turn at a different speed from the other, 
while still transmitting power 
(D differentiate /.difa'renjieit/ verb 1. to 
recognise the difference between two things 
O I find it hard to differentiate between the 
two brands of butter. O They couldn’t differ¬ 
entiate between cheap champagne and really 
top-quality stuff. 2. to treat two things differ¬ 
ently O In this school, we don’t differentiate 
between boys and girls. 
differentiation /.difarenfi'eiJXs)!!/ noun 
the act of recognising or making a difference 
between things 

differently /'dif(3)r3ntli/ adv not in the 
same way. Antonym similarly 
® difficult /'difik(3)lt/ adj not easy; hard to 
do O The German examination was very dif¬ 
ficult - half the class got low marks. O Find¬ 
ing a parking space is difficult on Saturday 
mornings. O The company is finding it diffi¬ 
cult to sell their cars in the European market. 
□ to make things or life difficult for some¬ 
one to create problems for someone O His 
main aim at the office seems to be to make 
life as difficult as possible for the secretaries. 
(D difficulty /'difik(3)lti/ noun 1. □ to have 
difficulty with or in doing something to 
find it hard to do something O She has diffi¬ 
culty in paying the rent. □ with difficulty not 
easily O She walks with difficulty. 2. a prob¬ 
lem O The difficulty is that nobody in the 
group can drive. O He is in financial difficul¬ 
ties. O She went swimming in the rough sea 
and got into difficulties. □ to create or make 
difficulties for someone to create problems 
for someone O She doesn’t realise that going 
on holiday now is going to make difficulties 
for everyone. 

diffidence /'difidans/ noun shyness, being 
diffident 
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diffident /'difidant/ adj shy; lacking confi¬ 
dence. Synonym shy. Antonym brash 
diffuse ac/y/di'fjuis/ 1. vague or unclear o 
His writing tends to be very diffuse. ■ verb 
/di'fjuiz/ to spread something out or to send 
something out. Antonym concentrate □ dif¬ 
fused light(ing) soft light which is spread out 
and not concentrated in one spot O Diffused 
lighting is good for intimate conversations 
but it makes reading difficult. 

(D dig /dig/ verb to make a hole in the 
ground with a spade O She’s been digging in 
the garden all morning. O They dug a big 
hole in the ground. O The prisoners dug a 
tunnel to try to escape. ■ noun 1. an archaeo¬ 
logical excavation, making holes in the 
ground to find something O They are work¬ 
ing on a dig to uncover the remains of a Ro¬ 
man fort. 2. a funny attack in words O The 
song is a dig at the Prime Minister. 
digest verb /dai'd 3 est/ 1. to break down 
food in the stomach and intestine, and con¬ 
vert it into elements which can be absorbed 
by the body O I find this meat difficult to di¬ 
gest. 2. to think about something and under¬ 
stand it fully O Give me time to digest the 
news. ■ noun /'daid 3 est/ a summary (for¬ 
mal) O He published a digest of the confer¬ 
ence proceedings. 

digestible /dai'd3estib(3)l/ adj which can 
be digested. Synonym edible. Antonym 
indigestible 

digestion /darkestJon/ noun the pro¬ 
cess by which food is broken down and 
elements absorbed into the body. Synonym 

assimilation 

digestive /dai'd 3 estiv/ adj which helps 
you to digest food 

digestive biscuit /dai^estiv 'biskit/ 
noun a sweet wholemeal biscuit 
digger /' digs/ noun a person or machine 
that digs up mud or earth 
digit /'did 3 it/ noun 1. a single number o a 
seven-digit phone number 2. a finger or toe 
digital /'did 3 it(o)l/ adj 1. involving figures 
2. (of audio and video signals) converted 
into a form that can be processed by comput¬ 
ers and accurately reproduced O A new digi¬ 
tal recording of the symphony. O There will 
soon be hundreds of digital channels avail¬ 
able on TV. 

digital camera /,did 3 it(o)l 'kaem^ra/ 
noun a camera that stores photographs in 
digital form so that they can be processed by 
a computer 

digital clock /,did 3 it(o)l 'klDk/ noun a 
clock where the time is shown by figures, 
such as 11:52:02, and not by hands on a dial 
digital TV /,did 3 it(o)l tii'vii/ noun a TV 
where the picture has been changed into a 
form which a computer can process 


dignified /'dignifaid/ adj solemn and im¬ 
portant-looking. Synonym distinguished 
dignitary /'digmt(a)ri/ noun an important 
person. Synonym notable. Antonym no¬ 
body □ civic dignitaries the mayor and 
town council 

(D dignity /'digniti/ noun a solemn or seri¬ 
ous way of behaving □ to be beneath your 
dignity to be too unimportant for you to 
bother with O It’s beneath his dignity to do 
the washing up. 

dig out /,dig 'aut/ verb 1. to take someone 
or something out by digging O He was dug 
out of the snow after the avalanche. 2. to find 
something after a lot of searching O They dug 
out some old photographs of the village. 
digress /dai'gres/ verb to start to talk or 
write about something else. Antonym focus 
digression /dai'grej(3)n/ noun starting to 
talk or write about something else. Synonym 
deviation 

digs /digz/ noun a furnished room or rooms 
let to people such as students (dated infor¬ 
mal) Synonym lodgings 
(§> dig up /,dig Ap / verb 1. to find some¬ 
thing by digging O We dug up a Roman coin 
in the garden. 2. to break a solid surface by 
digging O The workmen had to dig the road 
up to mend the water main. 3. to find infor¬ 
mation with difficulty O He managed to dig 
up some old government statistics. 
dilapidated /di'laepideitid/ adj falling 
into ruin. Synonym decrepit. Antonym 
pristine 

dilate /dai'leit/ verb to swell, to become 
larger 

dilemma /di'lems/ noun a difficult choice 
which has to be made □ in a dilemma not 
sure what action to take 
diligence /'dilid33ns/ noun hard careful 
work. Antonym carelessness 
diligent /'dilid33nt/ adj hard-working. 
Synonym industrious. Antonym lazy 
diligently /'dilid33ntli/ adv in a 
hard-working way 

dill /dil/ noun a common herb used in cook¬ 
ing and in medicine 

dilute /dai'luit/ verb 1 . to add a liquid, usu¬ 
ally water, to another liquid to make it 
weaker o Dilute the disinfectant with water. 
2. to make something weaker and less effec¬ 
tive O The proposals were thought too radi¬ 
cal and were diluted before being announced 
to the press. ■ adj with water added o a solu¬ 
tion of dilute antiseptic Antonym 
concentrated 

dilution /dai'lu:J(3)n/ noun the action of 
diluting 

dim /dim/ adj 1. (of light) weak o The lights 
grew dimmer. □ I have a dim recollection of 
it I can remember it vaguely □ to take a dim 
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view of something to disapprove of some¬ 
thing O The boss takes a very dim view of 
people who arrive late for work. 2. rather stu¬ 
pid O Sorry, I’m feeling a bit dim today. 
(NOTE: dimmer - dimmest) ■ verb 1. to 
make a light less bright O They dimmed the 
cabin lights before takeoff. 2. to become less 
bright O The cinema lights dimmed before 
the programme started. (NOTE: dimming - 
dimmed) 

dime /daim/ noun US a ten-cent coin 
d> dimension /dai'menjon/ noun the ex¬ 
tent of a problem O the international dimen¬ 
sion of the refugee problem O The task is 
taking on huge dimensions. 
dimensions /dai'menjonz/ plural noun 
measurements such as length or height 
diminish /di'miniJV verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing smaller or weaker O Nothing dimin¬ 
ishes his enthusiasm for flying. 2. to become 
smaller or weaker O My income has dimin¬ 
ished over the last few years. 
diminutive /di'minjutiv/ adj very small o 
They have a diminutive dog. Synonym tiny. 
Antonym huge ■ noun 1 . a word showing 
that something is small O ‘Booklet’ is a di¬ 
minutive of ‘book’. 2. a short form of a name 
O ‘Betty ’ is a diminutive of ‘Elizabeth ’. 
dimly /'dimli/ adv not very clearly 
dimple /'dimpol/ noun a small hollow in a 
part of the body such as the chin or cheeks 
din /din/ noun a loud noise o The children 
are making such a din I didn ’t hear the phone 
ring. O What a din! Can’t you be a bit qui¬ 
eter, please? O I couldn’t make out what the 
guide was saying above the din of the ma¬ 
chines. ■ verb □ to din something into 
someone’s head to force someone to learn 
something O The instructors dinned it into 
our heads that keeping detailed records is 
absolutely vital. 

dine /darn/ verb to have dinner ( formal ) □ 
to dine out to have dinner away from home. 

t wine 

diner /'darns/ noun 1. a person who is eat¬ 
ing an evening meal O When the restaurant 
caught fire, the diners ran into the street. 2. 
the dining car on a train 3. US a small restau¬ 
rant selling simple hot food (NOTE: Origi¬ 
nally, these were made from old dining cars 
from railway trains.) 

dinghy /'dirji/ noun a small boat, either 
with oars or sails (NOTE: The plural is din¬ 
ghies.) 

dingo /'dirjgou/ noun an Australian wild 

dog (NOTE: The plural is dingoes.) 

dingy /'dind 3 i/ adj 1. gloomy and lacking 

light 2. dirty or old-looking 

dining car /'dainir) ka:/ noun a railway 

carriage where meals are served 


dip 

(D dining room /'dainir) ru:m/ noun a 
room in a house or hotel where you usually 
eat 

dining table /'dainir) ,teib(3)l/ noun a ta¬ 
ble on which meals are served and eaten 
(NOTE: Dining table refers to the piece of 
furniture, but when you are sitting at it to 
eat, it is called the dinner table.) 

(?) dinner /'dins/ noun 1. the main meal of 
the day (usually eaten in the evening) O We 
were having dinner when the telephone rang. 
O Would you like to come to dinner on Satur¬ 
day? O What are we having for dinner? or 
What’s for dinner? 2. a formal evening meal 
O The club is organising a dinner and dance 
on Saturday. 3. the meal eaten in the middle 
of the day, especially at school O A small 
number of the children are entitled to free 
school dinners. (NOTE: If you call the meal in 
the middle of the day dinner, then you call 
the evening meal tea or supper. If you call 
the evening meal dinner, then you call the 
meal in the middle of the day lunch.) 
dinner jacket /'dins ,d 3 aekit/ noun a 
man’s formal jacket 

dinner party /'dino ,pa:ti/ noun a private 

dinner to which guests are invited 

dinner table /'dino ,teib(9)l/ noun a table 

where people are eating 

(D dinnertime /'dinotaim/ noun the time 

when you usually have dimier. Synonym 

mealtime 

dinosaur /'dainsso:/ noun 1. a large pre¬ 
historic reptile O At the time when dinosaurs 
roamed the land, England was covered with 
tropical forests. 2. someone who seems to 
belong to a past age O He’s one of the dino¬ 
saurs of British politics. 
diocese /'daiosis/ noun an area under the 
charge of a bishop 

dioxide /dai'oksaid/ noun a chemical 
compound with two atoms of oxygen to one 
atom of another substance 
(D dip /dip/ noun 1 . a sudden drop in a road, 
of land O Watch out - there’s a dip in the 
road which makes it difficult to see oncoming 
cars. 2. a savoury paste into which biscuits or 
raw vegetables can be dipped as snacks O a 
bowl of avocado dip 3. a short bathe or swim 
O We have time for a quick dip before lunch. 
O Are you coming for a dip in the pool? 4 . a 
sudden small fall O Last year there was a dip 
in our sales. ■ verb 1. □ to dip something 
into something to put something quickly 
into a liquid O She dipped the biscuit into her 
coffee. O She dipped her hand into the 
stream. 2. to fall suddenly O Shares dipped 
sharply on the stock exchange. O The bird 
flew overhead then dipped behind the trees. 
3. □ to dip your headlights to lower the 
beam of the headlights of your car O Please 
drive with dipped headlights in the tunnel. 


diphtheria 

diphtheria /dif'Biorio/ noun a serious in¬ 
fectious disease of children 
diphthong /'difOor)/ noun two vowel 
sounds which are pronounced together 
diploma /di'ploumo/ noun a document 
which shows that a person has reached a cer¬ 
tain level of skill in a subject. Synonym 
certificate 

diplomacy /di'ploumosi/ noun the ail of 
negotiating, especially between different 
countries 

diplomat /'diplomat/ noun a person, such 
as an ambassador, who represents his country 
abroad 

diplomatic /.diplo'mastik/ adj 1. referring 
to diplomats or diplomacy O We are looking 
for a diplomatic solution to the crisis, rather 
than sending in troops. 2. careful not to give 
offence O It wouldn’t be very diplomatic to 
arrive late for the wedding. 
diplomatic corps /.diplo'mastik ko:/ 
noun all the foreign diplomats in a country 
dipped beam /dipt 'bi:m/ noun the low¬ 
ered headlights of a car 
dire /'dais/ adj very serious. Synonym terri¬ 
ble. Antonym wonderful □ dire necessity 
urgent need O Only phone me at home in 
case of dire necessity. □ in dire straits in a 
very difficult situation O The company must 
be in dire straits - the staff haven’t been paid 
for weeks. 

(D direct /dai'rekt/ adj 1. straight, without 
any bends or stops O What’s the most direct 
way of getting to London? □ direct line a 
telephone line which takes you straight to the 
person you wish to contact O This phone 
number will give you a direct line to the min¬ 
ister. □ direct flight a flight without any 
stops O There are direct flights every day to 
London. □ direct hit a hit right on the target 
O We scored a direct hit on the enemy’s 
headquarters. 2. not involving another per¬ 
son or organisation 3. not trying to hide the 
meaning O I want a direct answer to a direct 
question. ■ verb 1. to manage or to organise 
something O He directs our London opera¬ 
tions. O The policeman was directing the 
traffic. 2. to aim towards a point O He di¬ 
rected his remarks to the manager. 3 . to tell 
someone how to get to a place O Can you di¬ 
rect me to the nearest post office? 4 . to tell 
someone to do something O The insecticide 
has to be used as directed on the bottle. O He 
did as he had been directed, and took the 
plane to Birmingham. ■ adv 1. straight, 
without stopping O The plane flies direct to 
Anchorage. 2. without passing through an 
operator O You can telephone New York di¬ 
rect from here. 3. not involving other people 
O They sell insurance direct to the public. 


directory enquiries 

direct current /dai'rekt 'kAront/ noun an 
electric current which flows in one direction. 
Abbr DC. Compare alternating current 
direct debit /dai.rekt 'debit/ noun a sys¬ 
tem where a customer allows a company to 
charge costs to his bank account automati¬ 
cally and where the amount charged can be 
increased or decreased with the agreement of 
the customer 

(D direction /dai'rekjon/ noun 1. the point 
towards which you are going O You are go¬ 
ing in the wrong direction if you want to get 
to the station. O The post office is in the op¬ 
posite direction. □ in all directions every¬ 
where O The wind was blowing bits of old 
newspapers in all directions. } sense of di¬ 
rection 2. □ directions for use instructions 
on how to use something 3. organising or 
managing O He took over the direction of the 
group. 

directions /dai'rekjonz/ plural noun in¬ 
structions on how to do something 
d> directive /dai'rektiv/ noun an official 
instruction. Synonym order 
® directly /dai'rektli/ adv 1. straight, with¬ 
out anything or anyone between O This door 
opens directly into the kitchen. O She reports 
directly to the managing director himself. 2 . 
soon O I’ll be with you directly. ■ conj as 
soon as O I will write the letter directly I get 
home. 

direct mail /dai.rekt 'meil/ noun selling 
something by sending publicity material to 
possible buyers through the post 
direct object /,dairekt 'Dbd 3 ikt/ noun a 
noun or pronoun in a sentence representing 
the person or thing affected directly by the 
action of the verb 

(D director /dai'rekto/ noun 1. a person 
who is appointed by the shareholders to help 
run a firm O The sales director gave a report 
on sales to date. O There are four directors 
on the board of the company. 2. a person in 
charge of an organisation or a project O She’s 
just started her job as director of an interna¬ 
tional charity. 3. a person who organises the 
making of a film or play, giving instructions 
to the actors, dealing with the lighting, 
sound, etc. O Who was the first female direc¬ 
tor to win an Oscar? Compare producer 
directorate /dai'rekt(o)rot/ noun 1. a 
group of directors O The directorate will 
meet next week to discuss the issue. 2. an of¬ 
ficial government body which directs some¬ 
thing O a government examinations 
directorate 

d> directory /dai'rekt(o)ri/ noun a book 
giving lists of professional people, organisa¬ 
tions or businesses with their addresses and 
telephone numbers. Synonym listing 
directory enquiries /dai.rekttojri in- 
'kwaioriz/ noun a telephone service which 
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direct speech 

finds phone numbers which you do not know 
or cannot find 

direct speech /.dairekt 'spiitJV noun 
what someone actually says 
direct tax /dai.rekt 'tceks/ noun a tax 
based on income 

direct taxation /dai.rekt taek'seiJXojn/ 
noun a tax, such as income tax, which is paid 
straight to the government 
d> dirt /d3it/ noun mud; earth o Children 
were playing in the dirt. O His clothes were 
covered with dirt from handling potatoes. 
dirt cheap /,d3it 'tji:p/ adj, adv very 
cheap 

3) dirty /'d3:ti/ adj 1. not clean o After the 
party, someone has to wash all the dirty 
plates. O Don’t come into the kitchen with 
your dirty boots on. 2. not honest, not done 
according to the rules O He never uses vio¬ 
lence himself he just gets other people to do 
his dirty work for him. O There was some 
dirty play from the other team. O He’s one of 
the dirtiest players in Football League. 3. 
pornographic, about sex O He keeps the dirty 
magazines on the top shelf. O He makes his 
money selling dirty postcards to tourists. 4 . □ 
dirty look an annoyed or disapproving look 
O He got some dirty looks from the traffic 
wardens. ■ verb to make something dirty, or 
to cover something in dirt O Look - you’ve 
dirtied the clean kitchen floor! Synonym 
soil. Antonym clean (NOTE: dirtier - 
dirtiest) 

dirty old man /,d3iti ould 'masn/ noun an 
old man who shows a lot of interest in sex 
(informal insult) 

(D dirty trick /,d3:ti 'trik/ noun 1 . a nasty 
action that upsets someone O That was a 
dirty trick to play on an old lady. 2. a dishon¬ 
est method of spoiling someone’s plans or of 
ruining his or her reputation by spreading ru¬ 
mours O They mounted a dirty tricks cam¬ 
paign against the rival company. 
disability /.diso'biliti/ noun a condition in 
which a person is unable to use a part of their 
body because of some permanent injury or 
illness 

disable /dis'eib(o)l/ verb to make someone 
or something unable to function normally. 
Synonym incapacitate 
(D disabled /dis'eib(9)ld/ adj 1 . not able to 
use part of your body, e.g. because of illness 
O a hospital for disabled ex-servicemen O 
The car crash left him permanently disabled. 
2. not able to work properly O A tug went to 
the help of the disabled cruise ship. ■ noun □ 
the disabled disabled people 
disablement /dis'eib(o)lm9nt/ noun a 
condition where a person has a physical or 
mental disability 

disabling /dis'eiblir)/ adj which disables 


disappointed 

disadvantage /.disod'vaintids/ noun a 
drawback or a factor which makes someone 
or something less likely to succeed o Her 
main disadvantage is her lack of experience. 
O It was a disadvantage not to be able to get 
to the airport quickly. O There are certain 
disadvantages to leaving at 5.30 in the morn¬ 
ing. Synonym difficulty. Antonym advan¬ 
tage □ at a disadvantage handicapped by 
something, suffering from a disadvantage O 
We are at a disadvantage compared with our 
competitors because we have no sales force. 
disadvantaged ^disod'vaintidsd/ adj 1 . 
suffering a disadvantage O She was disad¬ 
vantaged by her lack of experience. 2. living 
in a poor environment, without any facilities 
O state help for schools in disadvantaged 
areas 

disadvantageous /.disaedvon'teidsos/ 
adj which does not give an advantage; unfa¬ 
vourable. Synonym detrimental. Antonym 
advantageous 

disaffected /.diso'fektid/ adj discon¬ 
tented or rebellious. Synonym disillu¬ 
sioned. Antonym enthusiastic 

(D disagree /.diso'gri:/ verb 1 . not to 
agree, to say that you do not think the same 
way as someone O We all disagreed with the 
chairperson. O They all disagreed about 
what to do next. 2. □ to disagree with some¬ 
one to make someone feel ill O Raw onions 
disagree with me. 

(D disagreeable /.diso'griiobCo)!/ adj 
unpleasant 

disagreeably /.diso'griiobli/ adv in an 
unpleasant way 

(D disagreement /.diso'griimont/ noun 
an argument O They had a disagreement 
about who should sit in the front row. O 
Nothing could be decided because of the dis¬ 
agreement between the chair and the 
treasurer. 

disallow /.diso'lau/ verb to reject some¬ 
thing, not to accept something □ the goal 
was disallowed the goal was not counted in 
the score 

(D disappear /.diso'pio/ verb 1 . to vanish, 
not to be seen any more O He hit the ball 
hard and it disappeared into the bushes. O 
The two boys disappeared on their way home 
from school. 2. to stop existing O The dino¬ 
saurs disappeared millions of years ago. 
disappearance /.diso'piorons/ noun 
vanishing 

(D disappoint /.diso'point/ verb to make 
someone sad, because things did not turn out 
as expected 

® disappointed /.diso'pointid/ adj sad, 
because things did not turn out as expected O 
She is disappointed with her exam results. O 
He was disappointed because his ticket did- 
n ’t win a prize. O You should have seen the 
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disappointing 

disappointed expression on his face. Syn¬ 
onym let down. Antonym satisfied 
(D disappointing /.diso'pointir)/ adj 
which makes you sad because it does not turn 
out as expected. Synonym unsatisfactory. 
Antonym satisfactory 
d> disappointment /.diso'pointmont/ 
noun 1 . sadness because what was expected 
did not take place O To his great disappoint¬ 
ment, he didn’t win anything on the lottery. O 
She tried hard not to show her disappoint¬ 
ment. (NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 2. 
something that disappoints someone O It was 
a disappointment to his parents when he 
failed his exam. O After many disappoint¬ 
ments she finally won a prize. 
disapproval /,dis3'pru:v(3)l/ noun the act 
of disapproving. Synonym condemnation. 
Antonym approval 

disapprove /.diso'pruiv/ verb □ to disap¬ 
prove of something to show that you do not 
approve of something, that you do not think 
something is good O The junta openly disap¬ 
proves of the judicial system. O The head 
teacher disapproves of members of staff 
wearing jeans to school. 
disarm /dis'aim/ verb to remove weapons 
from someone 

disarmament /dis'aimomont/ noun re¬ 
ducing the number of arms held by a country 
disarming /dis'aimir)/ adj charming, in 
such a way that you cannot be annoyed. Ant¬ 
onym unattractive 

disarray /.diso'rei/ noun a lack of order 
(D disaster /di'zaisto/ noun 1 . a catastro¬ 
phe, a very bad accident O We’re insured 
against natural disasters such as hurricanes 
and earthquakes. O The disaster was caused 
by fog or was due to fog. O Ten people died 
in the air disaster. 2. something that is com¬ 
pletely unsuccessful O The advertising cam¬ 
paign was a disaster - our sales went down. 
O If it rains the village fete will be a complete 
disaster. 3. financial collapse □ the com¬ 
pany is heading for or is on a disaster 
course the company is going to collapse 
disaster area /di'zaistor .eorio/ noun 1. 
a place that has recently undergone a natural 
disaster 2. a very untidy or disorganised 
place, person or situation 
disastrous /di'za:stros/ adj very bad, 
catastrophic 

disastrously /di'zaistrosli/ adv very 
badly 

disband /dis'baend/ verb 1 . to split up an 
organised group and end their activities O Af¬ 
ter the successful coup, the former army was 
disbanded. O We are disbanding our 
door-to-door sales team and relying on mail 
order selling in future. 2. to stop working to¬ 


disciplinary 

gether O The group disbanded and its 
members started to go solo. 
disbelief /,disbi'li:f/ noun extreme sur¬ 
prise, not being able to believe something. 
Synonym incredulity 

disbelieve /.disbi'liiv/ verb 1. to not be¬ 
lieve someone or something 2. to have no re¬ 
ligious belief 

(D disc /disk/ noun 1. a round flat object; a 
music record O The setting sun was a huge 
orange disc on the horizon. 2. a flat round 
bone which links with others to make the 
backbone 

discard /dis'kaid/ verb to put something 
or someone on one side because they are no 
longer useful, to throw something away. Syn¬ 
onym throw away. Antonym keep 
discern /di's3:n/ verb 1. to see something, 
to make something out with difficulty O In 
the fog, we could barely discern the traffic 
coming in the opposite direction. O Can you 
discern any improvement in her pulse rate? 
2. to understand something, to find out about 
something O It’s hard to discern what her 
motives might be. 

discernible /di's3:n3b(3)l/ adj which can 
be seen. Synonym visible 
discerning /di's3:nir)/ adj with good 
judgement. Synonym discriminating. Ant¬ 
onym indiscriminate 

discharge noun /'distJa:d 3 / 1. a liquid 
which comes out of something such as a pipe 
O The discharge from the factory flows into 
the river. 2. pus which comes out of a wound 
O The wound healed well with no further dis¬ 
charge. 3. the payment of a debt O Discharge 
of the debt must take place within thirty days. 
4 . the release of a prisoner O He was arrested 
again within a month of his discharge from 
prison. ■ verb /dis'tja:d 3 / 1. to get rid of 
waste O The factory is discharging waste wa¬ 
ter into the river. 2. to send someone away O 
The judge discharged the jury. □ he was dis¬ 
charged from hospital he was sent home 
from hospital 3. to let a prisoner go free O 
The prisoners were discharged by the judge. 
O He was discharged after having served 
eleven months in jail. 4 . to pay a debt O How 
will she discharge this debt if she has no in¬ 
come? 5. to remove a load from a vehicle O 
Several trucks were waiting to discharge 
their loads. 6. to dismiss someone, to sack 
someone O He was discharged for being late. 
disciple /di'saip(o)l/ noun a follower, es¬ 
pecially of a religious leader 
disciplinarian /.disipli'neorion/ noun a 
person who believes in strict discipline. Syn¬ 
onym tyrant 

disciplinary /.disi'plinori/ adj which 
keeps someone under control or which pun¬ 
ishes someone. Synonym punitive 
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discipline 

(D discipline /'disiplin/ noun 1. keeping 
people under control O The tour leaders are 
trying to keep discipline among the teenag¬ 
ers. O We need to enforce stricter discipline 
in the school. (NOTE: no plural in this mean¬ 
ing) 2. a branch of learning O biology and 
other related disciplines ■ verb to control 
someone, to punish someone O As a result of 
the investigation, one employee was dis¬ 
missed and three were disciplined. O She was 
disciplined for swearing at her supervisor. 
disciplined /'disiplind/ adj trained and 
well controlled 

disc jockey /'disk ,d 3 Dki/ noun a person 
who plays music at a disco or on radio. Abbr 

DJ 

disclaim /dis'kleim/ verb not to admit, to 
deny. Synonym deny □ he disclaims all 
knowledge of the payment he says he 
knows nothing about the payment 
disclaimer /dis'kleimo/ noun 1 . a denial 
of responsibility 2. a statement in which a le¬ 
gal right is renounced 

disclose /dis'klouz/ verb to reveal a se¬ 
cret. Antonym conceal 
(D disclosure /dis'ktau 3 o/ noun 1. a piece 
of information that had been kept secret be¬ 
fore O The newspaper carried sensational 
disclosures about the pop star’s private life. 
2. the action of revealing a secret O He re¬ 
signed after the disclosure of his corrupt 
past. 

disco /'diskou/ noun a place where people 
dance to recorded music; a party where peo¬ 
ple dance to pop music (NOTE: short for 
disotheque. The plural is discos.) 
discolour /dis'kAlo/ verb to change a col¬ 
our (NOTE: The US spelling is discolor.) 
discoloured /dis'kAlod/ adj which has 
changed colour (NOTE: The US spelling is 
discolored.) 

discomfort /dis'kAmfot/ noun a lack of 
comfort 

disconcert /.diskon'ssit/ verb to surprise 
and worry someone. Synonym unsettle 
disconcerted /,disk9n's3:tid/ adj un¬ 
easy, or confused 

disconcerting /,disk9n's3:tir)/ adj wor¬ 
rying or surprising. Synonym disturbing 
disconnect /,disk3'nekt/ verb to remove 
the connection to a mechanical or electrical 
device. Antonym connect 
discontent ^diskon'tent/ noun a state of 
not being satisfied. Synonym dissatisfac¬ 
tion. Antonym contentment 
discontented ^diskon'tentid/ adj not 
satisfied. Synonym dissatisfied. Antonym 
contented 

discontinue /.diskon'tinju:/ verb to stop 
stocking, selling or making a product. Ant¬ 
onym continue 


discovery 

discord /'diskoid/ noun a lack of 
agreement 

discordant /dis'koidnt/ adj 1. not in 
agreement O Anyone wanting to express dis¬ 
cordant opinions was prevented from doing 
so by the chair. □ to strike a discordant 
note to say something that other people will 
not like or agree with O I don’t wish to strike 
a discordant note, but your suggestions don't 
seem at all helpful to me. 2. out of harmony 
O The discordant chords of the music sound 
odd to our ears. 

discotheque /'diskotek/ noun full form 

of disco 

(D discount noun /'diskaunt/ an amount 
by which a full price is reduced O The store 
gives a discount on bulk purchases. O We 
give a discount on summer holidays booked 
before Christmas. Synonym reduction □ to 
sell goods at a discount or discount price to 
sell goods below the usual price □ 10% dis¬ 
count for cash, 10% cash discount you pay 
10% less if you pay in cash ■ verb /dis- 
'kaunt/ 1 . to reduce the price of goods o We 
are discounting many items in our January 
sales. 2. not to pay any attention to some¬ 
thing O Don’t discount all his advice - he is 
very experienced. 

discourage /dis'kArid3/ verb 1. not to en¬ 
courage O We try to discourage people from 
coming in without tickets. 2. to take away all 
hope O They were completely discouraged by 
their results. O Don’t be discouraged by the 
small number of people in the audience. 
discouraged /dis'kArid3d/ adj feeling 
less confident or optimistic 
discouragement /dis'kAr^mont/ noun 
1 . feeling or being discouraged O He gave up 
in discouragement after failing his exam for 
the fifth time. 2. a thing which discourages 
you from doing something O In spite of vari¬ 
ous discouragements, she continued studying 
and got her degree. 

discouraging /dis'kArid3ir)/ adj not 
encouraging 

(D discourse /'diskois/ noun a talk, a 
speech 

discourteous /dis'k3:tios/ adj rude. Ant¬ 
onym polite 

(D discover /di'skAva/ verb to find some¬ 
thing new or to learn something for the first 
time O Who discovered penicillin? O We dis¬ 
covered that the estate agent had sold the 
house twice. O The auditors discovered some 
errors in the accounts. 

discoverer /di'skAvoro/ noun a person who 
discovers something. Synonym inventor 
(D discovery /di'skAv(9)ri/ noun 1. the act 
of finding something new or learning some¬ 
thing for the first time O her discovery that 
someone had been in her house while she 
was away O They congratulated him on his 
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discovery of a new planet. 2. a new thing 
which has been found O The first discovery 
they made was that the lake contained salt 
water. O Look at his latest discovery - an an¬ 
tique oak table which he found in a barn. 
discredit /dis'kredit/ noun loss of respect 
O She brought discredit on the whole family. 
(NOTE: no plural) ■ verb to make people 
doubt or lose respect for someone or some¬ 
thing O When stories about his private life 
appeared in the press he was totally discred¬ 
ited as a minister. O They set out to discredit 
his research. 

discreet /di'skriit/ adj 1. not giving away 
or trying to find out private information 
about other people O She never gossips - she 
is very discreet. 2. not intending to attract at¬ 
tention O I had a discreet word with the vicar 
before the service. 

discreetly /dis'kriitli/ adv quietly, without 
anyone noticing 

discrepancy /di'skreponsi/ noun a lack 
of agreement between figures or stories. Syn¬ 
onym inconsistency (NOTE: The plural is 

discrepancies.) 

discretion /di'skreJ(o)n/ noun 1. the 
power to decide or choose what to do o at 
your discretion □ I leave it to your discre¬ 
tion I will let you decide what to do O Gratu¬ 
ities are left to the discretion of the customer. 
2. wisdom, tact, or good sense o He showed 
great discretion in his handling of the family 
crisis. 3 . the ability to keep a secret, not to 
give information about someone O You can 
rely on her - she’s known for her discretion. 
(NOTE: no plural) 

discretionary /di'skreJ(3)n(o)ri/ adj 
which can be done if someone wants it. Syn¬ 
onym optional. Antonym mandatory □ the 
tribunal has wide discretionary powers the 

tribunal can act in various ways when it de¬ 
cides it is necessary 

® discriminate /di'skrimineit/ verb 1. to 
distinguish □ to discriminate between two 
things to treat two things in different ways O 
The selectors must not discriminate between 
men and women applicants. O We discrimi¬ 
nate between part-time and full-time staff. 2 . 
□ to discriminate against to be biased 
against O She accused the management of 
discriminating against her. 
discriminating /di'skrimineitir)/ adj able 
to tell the difference between two things, able 
to tell the value of something. Synonym 
discerning 

discrimination /di.skrimi'neiJXojn/ noun 
1. treating people in different ways because 
of class, religion, race, language, colour or 
sex O We try to avoid discrimination against 
older applicants. □ sexual or sex discrimi¬ 
nation, discrimination on grounds of sex 
treating men and women in different ways 2. 


disengage 

good taste O The shop sells gifts which ap¬ 
peal to people with discrimination. (NOTE: 
no plural) 

discriminatory /di'sknmin3t(3)ri/ adj 
which shows discrimination. Synonym 

biased 

discursive /di'sk3isrv/ adj which does not 
keep to the point, which changes from one 
subject to another. Antonym concise 
discus /'diskos/ noun a flat round disc 
which is thrown as a sport (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with discuss. The plural is dis¬ 
cuses.) 

(D discuss /di'skAs/ verb to talk about a se¬ 
rious matter or problem O The point of the 
meeting is to discuss how to save money. O 
They spent hours discussing the details of the 
wedding. Synonym talk over 
(D discussion /di'skAj‘(3)n/ noun talking 
about a serious matter or problem O Most 
problems can be solved by discussion. O The 
next programme will feature a discussion be¬ 
tween environmental experts. O She had a 
heated discussion with the bus driver. Syn¬ 
onym conversation □ the question under 
discussion the question we are talking about 
disdain /dis'dein/ noun a feeling that 
someone or something is inferior o She 
showed her disdain by refusing to shake his 
hand. Synonym scorn. Antonym respect 
(NOTE: no plural) ■ verb 1. to look down on 
something O She disdains all modern appli¬ 
ances like computers and mobile phones. 2. 
□ to disdain to do something to refuse to do 
something because it is beneath you O He 
disdained to cany his own luggage, but got a 
porter to do it for him. 

disdainful /dis'deinf(3)l/ adj superior, 
showing disdain. Antonym respectful 
(D disease /di'ziiz/ noun a serious illness o 
Hundreds of people caught the disease. O It 
is a disease that can be treated with 
antibiotics. 

diseased /di'ziizd/ adj 1. affected by an 
illness 2. not whole or normal 
disembark ^disim'baik/ verb to get off a 
ship or a plane, etc. Antonym embark 
disembarkation /.disimbai'keiJYojn/ 
noun the act of getting off a ship or a plane 
etc. 

disembodied /^isim'bodid/ adj without 
physical presence 

disenchanted /.disin'tjamtid/ adj □ to 
be disenchanted with something not to be 

as pleased as you used to be with something, 
to start to dislike something O She’s very dis¬ 
enchanted with her new job and is thinking of 
quitting. 

disengage / l disin'geid 3 / verb 1. □ to dis¬ 
engage the clutch (in a car, etc.) to press 
down on the clutch pedal, so that the engine 
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disengagement 

is no longer connected with the gears 2. to 
break off a military action □ the troops dis¬ 
engaged the troops stopped fighting 
disengagement /.disin'geidsmont/ 
noun the act of stopping fighting 
disentangle /.disin'tasrjgol/ verb 1. to 
straighten out things that are tied or knotted 
together 2. to clarify something 3. to free 
someone from a complicated situation 
disfavour /dis'feivo/ noun a lack of ap¬ 
proval (NOTE: The US spelling is disfavor.) 
□ to fall into disfavour to stop being ap¬ 
proved of O The minister fell into disfavour 
and was exiled. O The duke incurred the 
king’s disfavour. 

disfigure /dis'figo/ verb to change some¬ 
one’s appearance so as to make it less 
pleasant 

disfigurement /dis'figomont/ noun a 
mark that makes someone or something look 
less attractive. Synonym scar. Antonym 
enhancement 

disfiguring /dis'figorir)/ adj which 
disfigures 

@ disgrace /dis'greis/ noun 1. the loss of 
someone’s respect because of errors, scandal 
or corruption O The minister’s disgrace fol¬ 
lowed the discovery of the papers in his of¬ 
fice. □ the minister fell into disgrace the 
minister became out of favour 2. a thing 
which brings shame O He’s a disgrace to the 
teaching profession. O It was a disgrace to 
see her lying on the pavement like that. 
(NOTE: no plural) ■ verb to bring shame on 
someone o He disgraced all his family by ar¬ 
riving drunk at the tea party. □ to disgrace 
yourself to do something which brings 
shame on you O He disgraced himself by 
throwing sandwiches at the speakers. 
disgraced /dis'greist/ adj no longer in a 
position of authority because of errors, cor¬ 
ruption or scandal 

disgraceful /dis'greisf(o)l/ adj which 
people should be ashamed of, terrible. Syn¬ 
onym shameful 

disgruntled /dis'grAntld/ adj annoyed or 
discontented. Antonym contented 
disguise /dis'gaiz/ noun a costume or wig, 
e.g., to make a person look like someone else 
O I didn’t recognise him as he was wearing a 
disguise. Synonym mask □ in disguise 
dressed to look like someone else O The 
tramp turned out to be a policeman in dis¬ 
guise. ■ verb 1. to dress someone or yourself 
so as to look like someone else O He entered 
the country disguised as a fisherman. O She 
wore a wig to disguise her hair. 2. to make 
something look or sound different □ there is 
no disguising the fact you cannot hide the 
fact 

disgust /dis'gASt/ noun 1. a strong dislike, 
feeling sick O The sight of the dead cat filled 


her with disgust. 2. a strong feeling of annoy¬ 
ance O To my disgust, the examiner passed 
my friend and failed me. □ in disgust show¬ 
ing that you are upset and annoyed O She 
walked out of the interview in disgust. ■ verb 
to give someone a strong feeling of dislike or 
disapproval O The smell of cooking disgusted 
her. O The greediness of these people dis¬ 
gusts me. Synonym sicken. Antonym 
please 

disgusted /dis'gAstid/ adj feeling 
shocked. Antonym charmed 
(D disgusting /dis'gAstig/ adj that fills 
you with disgust. Synonym revolting 
(D dish /diJV noun 1. a large plate for serv¬ 
ing food O She carefully arranged the slices 
of meat on a dish. 2. □ to wash or do the 
dishes to wash plates, glasses, cutlery after a 
meal O He’s offered to do the dishes. 3. a 
plate of prepared food O We are trying a new 
Mexican dish. 4 . a round aerial, shaped like a 
plate, used to get signals from satellites O Al¬ 
most every house in the street has a satellite 
dish on the roof (NOTE: The plural is 
dishes.) 

dishcloth /'difkloB/ noun a cloth for 
washing dishes 

dishearten /dis'ha:t(o)n/ verb to discour¬ 
age someone 

disheartened /dis'ha:t(3)nd/ adj feeling 
discouraged 

disheartening /dis'ha:t(9)mr)/ adj mak¬ 
ing somebody lose hope or enthusiasm 
dishes /'dijiz/ plural noun things you use 
for eating from, such as plates and cups 
dishevelled /di'Jevld/ ac jj ( of hair) wild, 
which has not been combed (NOTE: The US 
spelling is disheveled.) 
dishonest /dis'omst/ adj not honest 
dishonestly /dis'Dnistli/ adv not honestly 
dishonesty /dis'Dmsti/ noun a lack of 
honesty. Synonym deceit (NOTE: no plural) 
dishonour /dis'Dno/ noun losing your 
honour O His actions brought dishonour to 
the school. ■ verb not to honour something 
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is dis¬ 
honor.) 

dishonourable /dis'mi^robto)!/ adj 
with dishonour (NOTE: The US spelling is 

dishonorable.) 

dishonourably /dis'onorobli/ adv in a 
dishonourable way (NOTE: The US spelling 

is dishonorable.) 

<D dish out /,dij 1 aut/ verb to hand some¬ 
thing out, especially in large quantities (infor¬ 
mal) Synonym distribute 
(D dish up /,dij Ap/ verb to serve food 
(D dishwasher /'di/wo/o/ noun a machine 
for washing dishes □ dishwasher-proof (of 
dishes) not harmed by being washed in a 
dishwasher 
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dishwater /'dijwoito/ noun water which 
has been used for washing dishes 
disillusion /,disi l lu:3(3)n/ verb to make 
someone feel let down, or sad that something 
has not turned out as expected. Antonym 
inspire 

disillusioned / l disi l lu: 3 (o)nd/ adj feeling 
that something has not turned out as expected 
disillusionment /.disi'lu^^nmont/ 
noun a feeling of being let down because 
something has not turned out as expected 
disinclined /.disin'klaind/ adj □ to be 
disinclined to do something to feel you do 
not want to do something ( formal ) O I’m dis¬ 
inclined to lend them any more money. 
disinfect /.disin'fekt/ verb to remove 
germs or bacteria from something. Synonym 
sterilise. Antonym contaminate 
disinfectant /.disin'fektont/ noun a sub¬ 
stance used to kill germs and bacteria. Syn¬ 
onym antiseptic 

disinformation /.disinfo'meiJXojn/ noun 
false information that is intended to confuse 
an enemy or an opponent. Synonym decep¬ 
tion. Antonym truth 

disingenuous /.disin'dsenjuos/ adj pre¬ 
tending to be sincere while trying to hide 
something. Synonym dishonest 
disintegrate /dis'intigreit/ verb to fall to 
pieces. Synonym crumble. Antonym 
reconstitute 

disinterested /dis'introstid/ adj 1 . quite 
impartial, not in favour of one side or the 
other O a totally disinterested observer 2. not 
interested O She seemed quite disinterested 
in what was going on. (NOTE: This use is 
common, but regarded as wrong. Tthe cor¬ 
rect word to use in this meaning is uninter¬ 
ested.) 

disjointed /disjointid/ adj without any 
links; unconnected. Antonym coherent 
disk drive /'disk draiv/ noun a device 
which holds a disk in a computer and con¬ 
trols the access of information 
© dislike /dis'laik/ noun 1. not liking 
something or someone O She had never felt 
such a dislike for someone before. □ to take 
a dislike to to hate O Their dog took a hearty 
dislike to the postman. 2. a thing which you 
do not like O We try to take account of the 
likes and dislikes of individual customers. ■ 
verb not to like something or someone o / 
dislike him intensely. O I dislike it when the 
people behind me at the cinema start whis¬ 
pering. O My father dislikes having to get up 
early on Monday mornings. Synonym hate □ 
I don’t dislike Mozart I quite like Mozart 
dislocate /'dislokeit/ verb 1 . to displace a 
bone from its normal position at a joint O He 
fell and dislocated his elbow. O The shoulder 
joint dislocates easily. 2. to disorganise 


disobedient 

something O Train services have been dislo¬ 
cated by the strike. 

dislocation /.dislo'keiJXojn/ noun 1. a 
condition where a bone is displaced from its 
normal position at a joint O The dislocation 
of his elbow means that he can’t drive. 2. dis¬ 
organisation O The fog will lead to some dis¬ 
location of services. 

dislodge /dis'k^/ verb to move some¬ 
thing which is stuck. Synonym remove 
disloyal /dis'taiol/ adj not loyal. Synonym 
unfaithful. Antonym loyal 
disloyalty /dis'loiolti/ noun a lack of loy¬ 
alty, not being loyal. Antonym loyalty 
dismal /'dizm(o)l/ adj miserable 
dismally /'dizmoli/ adv miserably □ to fail 
dismally to fail very badly O He failed his 
test dismally. 

dismantle /dis'maent(9)l/ verb to take 
something to pieces 

dismay /dis'mei/ noun great disappoint¬ 
ment O To her great dismay she couldn ’t find 
her passport. O To the dismay of the support¬ 
ers, the team played extremely badly. ■ verb 
to strike someone with horror O His reaction 
to her letter dismayed her. O She was dis¬ 
mayed to find that her passport had been 
stolen. 

dismayed /dis'meid/ adj shocked and 
upset 

dismember /dis'membo/ verb to cut 
something up into pieces 
© dismiss /dis'mis/ verb 1. to remove an 
employee from a job O He was dismissed for 
being late. O When they found him taking 
money from the petty cash he was dismissed 
instantly. 2. to send someone away O At the 
end of the interview he dismissed her with a 
brief ‘good afternoon’. 3. to refuse to con¬ 
sider an idea O Her plan was dismissed as 
being quite impractical. O All his suggestions 
were dismissed by the MD. 4. to refuse a re¬ 
quest O They dismissed my application for a 
loan. 

dismissal /dis'mis(o)l/ noun removal 
from a job □ unfair dismissal the removing 
of a person from his job for reasons which do 
not appear to be reasonable O He appealed to 
the tribunal on the grounds of unfair 
dismissal. 

dismissive /dis'misiv/ adj showing that 
you do not consider something or someone 
important 

dismount /dis'maunt/ verb to get off 
something such as a horse or bicycle. Syn¬ 
onym get down 

disobedience /.diso'biidions/ noun an 
act of refusing to obey someone. Synonym 
defiance. Antonym obedience 
disobedient ^diso'biidiont/ adj not obey¬ 
ing. Synonym defiant. Antonym obedient 


disobey 

disobey /.diso'bei/ verb not to obey. Syn¬ 
onym defy. Antonym obey 
(D disorder /dis'oido/ noun 1. a lack of or¬ 
der O The whole office is in a state of disor¬ 
der. 2. a riot, disturbance in the streets O 
Violent public disorders broke out in the 
streets. 3. an illness O She suffers from a 
stomach disorder. O a doctor who specialises 
in disorders of the kidneys or in kidney 
disorders 

disordered /dis'oidod/ adj 1. untidy or 
confused 2. not working normally 
disorderly /dis'oidoli/ adj wild and out of 
order 

disorganised /dis'oigonaizd/, disorga¬ 
nized adj not well organised 
disorientate /dis'oirionteit/ verb to make 
someone feel confused, especially so that 
they do not know where they are (NOTE: The 
US term is disorient.) 

disown /dis'oun/ verb to refuse to accept 
that something is yours 
disparage /di'spa 2 rid 3 / verb to say that 
something is not very good. Synonym belit¬ 
tle. Antonym praise 

disparagement /di'spaendsmont/ noun 
the act of disparaging. Antonym praise 
disparaging /di'spaend 3 ir)/ adj saying 
that something is not very good. Synonym 

critical 

disparate /'disp(o)r3t/ adj various or 
different 

disparity /di'spaeriti/ noun difference {for¬ 
mal). Antonym parity 

dispassionate /dis'paej(3)n3t/ adj calm, 
with no emotion. Synonym calm 
dispatch /di'spaet J/ noun 1. sending o 
Dispatch of the goods will be delayed until 
Monday. 2. a message sent O The reporters 
send regular dispatches from the war zone. O 
We received a dispatch from our Calcutta of¬ 
fice. (NOTE: The plural is dispatches.) □ 
with dispatch immediately and with as much 
speed as possible ( formal ) ■ verb 1. to send 
something O They dispatched the message to 
all commanding officers. O The goods were 
dispatched to you first thing this morning. 2. 
to finish doing something quickly O She set 
to work on the files and dispatched most of 
them by lunchtime. 

dispatch box /di'spastj bDks/ noun a box 
with government papers 
dispel /di'spel/ verb to clear something 
away (NOTE: dispelling - dispelled) 
dispensary /di'spensori/ noun a place 
where a chemist prepares medicines accord¬ 
ing to a doctor’s prescription 
dispensation /.dispen'seiJXo)!!/ noun 
permission not to follow something such as a 
rule 


disposable 

dispense /di'spens/ verb 1. to provide 
something O Local magistrates dispense jus¬ 
tice in the villages. O He sits in his office dis¬ 
pensing good advice to anyone who asks him 
for it. 2. □ to dispense with something not 
to use something any more O We’ve dis¬ 
pensed with the services of an accountant. 
dispenser /di'spenso/ noun a machine 
which automatically provides something 
when money is put in or a button is pushed 
dispensing chemist /di'spensir) 
,kemist/ noun a chemist who prepares and 
sells medicine 

dispersal /di'sp3:s(9)l/ noun the way in 
which people or things are spread over an 
area 

disperse /di'sp3is/ verb 1. to clear some¬ 
thing away O The sun will soon disperse the 
mist. O The police were called in to disperse 
the crowds of angry fans. 2. to move quickly 
in different directions O The crowd dispersed 
rapidly once the parade was over. 
dispersed /di'sp3ist/ adj spread across a 
wide area, not close together 
dispirited /di'spiritid/ adj sad or unhappy; 
feeling disappointed. Antonym cheerful 
displace /dis'pleis/ verb to move some¬ 
thing from its usual place 
displacement /dis'pleismont/ noun 1. 
the moving of something to a different place 
O The invasion resulted in the displacement 
of thousands of people from their homes. 2. 
an amount of water which is removed by a 
floating ship, used to show the size of the 
ship O A ship with a displacement of20,000 
tons. 

® display /di'splei/ noun 1. a show, exhi¬ 
bition O a display of local crafts O They have 
a fine display of Chinese porcelain. 2. □ on 
display shown in an exhibition or for sale O 
The shop has several car models on display. 
■ verb 1 . to put something on show o She is 
displaying her collection of Persian carpets 
at the antiques fair. 2 . to show something O 
He displayed considerable courage in meet¬ 
ing the rebel troops. O Make sure your park¬ 
ing ticket is clearly displayed on the 
windscreen. 

displease /dis'pliiz/ verb to make some¬ 
one angry or annoyed. Synonym anger. Ant¬ 
onym please 

displeased /dis'pliizd/ adj annoyed or 
dissatisfied 

displeasure /dis'ple 3 o/ noun a feeling of 
being annoyed. Synonym anger. Antonym 
pleasure (NOTE: no plural) 
disposable /di'sp9uz9b(o)l/ adj which 
can be used and then thrown away O dispos¬ 
able cups 
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disposable income 

disposable income /di.spsuzabfs)! 
'inkAm/ noun an amount of income left after 
the tax has been taken away 
disposal /di'sp3uz(o)l/ noun 1. the act of 
getting rid of something O The disposal of re¬ 
fuse is a problem for large cities. 2. □ my car 
is at your disposal you can use my car if you 
want to □ I am at your disposal I am ready 
to do anything you want 
dispose /di'spouz/ verb □ to dispose of 
something to get rid of something O How 
are we going to dispose of all this waste pa¬ 
per? O His objections are easily disposed of 
disposed /di'spsuzd/ adj □ he is well dis¬ 
posed towards us he approves of what we 
are doing □ to be disposed to do something 
to feel like doing something ( formal ) o They 
are disposed to accept our terms. 
disposition /.dispa'ziJXajn/ noun 1. char¬ 
acter, tendency O He has a pleasant 
easy-going disposition. O She has a disposi¬ 
tion to argue with her husband. 2. the act of 
passing land or goods to another person, es¬ 
pecially in a will O to make testamentary 
dispositions 

disproportionate /.disprs'poiJXajnat/ 
adj not of a suitable size or amount for a par¬ 
ticular purpose 

disprove /dis'pruiv/ verb to prove some¬ 
thing is wrong. Antonym prove 
<D dispute /di'spjuit, 'dispjuit/ noun an 
argument O He tried to mediate in the dis¬ 
pute. O There was a little dispute over who 
would pay the bill. □ in dispute not agreed O 
The ownership of the land is in dispute. ■ 
verb to argue that something is not correct o 
I dispute her version of what happened. O 
There is no disputing the fact that Sarah is 
the best qualified of the candidates. 
disqualification /dis.kwolifi'keiJXsjn/ 
noun an action by which someone is disqual¬ 
ified. Antonym entitlement 
disqualify /dis'kwolifai/ verb to make 
someone not able to do something. Synonym 
ban 

disquiet /dis'kwaiat/ noun worry. Syn¬ 
onym unrest 

disquieting /dis'kwaiotiq/ adj worrying 
disregard /.disri'gaid/ noun □ disregard 
for something not paying any attention to 
something O He showed a complete disre¬ 
gard for public safety. ■ verb to take no no¬ 
tice of O He disregarded the warning signs 
and went on along the road. Synonym ig¬ 
nore. Antonym heed 

disrepair /.disri'pea/ noun □ in a state of 
disrepair needing to be repaired 
disreputable /dis'repjutob(3)l/ adj with a 
bad reputation, especially for criminal activ¬ 
ity. Antonym reputable 


disrepute ^disri'pjuit/ noun a bad reputa¬ 
tion □ to bring something into disrepute to 

give something a bad reputation O He was 
accused of bringing the club into disrepute 
by his extraordinary behaviour. 
disrespect /.disri'spekt/ noun a lack of 
respect to someone. Antonym respect 
disrespectful /.disri'spektfCs)!/ adj lack¬ 
ing respect; rude. Synonym rude. Antonym 
respectful 

disrupt /dis'rApt/ verb 1. to stop a service 
running normally O The snowstorm has dis¬ 
rupted bus services throughout the country. 
2. to break up or to interrupt a meeting O We 
are not used to having our meetings dis¬ 
rupted by protesters. 

<D disruption /dis'rApJan/ noun 1. stop¬ 
ping the normal working of something O The 
fog has caused disruption to rail timetables. 
2 . breaking up or interruption of a meeting O 
We locked the door so that there would be no 
more disruptions. 

disruptive /dis'rAptiv/ adj which disrupts. 
Synonym troublesome 
dissatisfaction /dis^tis'faekjan/ noun 
a lack of satisfaction. Synonym displeasure 
dissatisfied /dis'sartisfaid/ adj not satis¬ 
fied. Synonym displeased. Antonym 
satisfied 

dissect /dai'sekt/ verb to cut up a body to 
examine it 

dissection /dai'sek/an/ noun the process 
of cutting up something such as a body or 
plant, for scientific purposes 
disseminate /di'semineit/ verb to spread 
something around 

dissemination /di.semi'neiJXajn/ noun 
the act of spreading news around 
dissent /di'sent/ noun lack of agreement o 
The chairman wished to avoid dissent. O 
They received many letters of dissent. Ant¬ 
onym agreement (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with descent.) ■ verb □ to dissent from not 
to agree with O The sales director dissented 
from the majority view. □ there were two 
dissenting votes two people voted against 
dissenter /di'senta/ noun someone who 
strongly disagrees with something, especially 
with matters relating to the Church 
dissenting /di'sentir)/ adj disagreeing 
with the beliefs or opinions of a majority 
dissertation ^diss'teiJXajn/ noun a long 
essay written as part of a university course 
disservice /di's3ivis/ noun an action 
which damages or harms □ to do somebody 
a disservice to do something which hanns 
someone □ you do yourself a disservice you 
are harming your reputation 
dissident /'disidant/ adj not in agreement 
with the state O a dissident writer Synonym 
rebel ■ noun a person who is not in agree- 
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ment with the state O Several dissidents tried 
to set up an underground newspaper. O It 
was a time when dissidents were being ar¬ 
rested and thrown in jail. Synonym dis¬ 
senter ► Antonym (all senses) conformist 
dissimilar /di'simils/ adj not the same. 
Synonym unlike. Antonym similar □ they 
are not dissimilar they are alike 
dissipate /'disipeit/ verb 1. to clear some¬ 
thing away O The hot sun soon dissipated the 
morning mist. O His statement did a lot to 
dissipate the feeling of annoyance among the 
members. 2. to waste something such as 
money, time or skill O After winning the lot¬ 
tery he dissipated the lot on drink and expen¬ 
sive cars. 

dissipated /'disipeitid/ adj living in a 
way which many people do not approve of, 
e.g. by spending a lot of money on physical 
pleasure 

dissociate /di'ssusieit/ verb □ to dissoci¬ 
ate yourself from to say that you want noth¬ 
ing to do with O I wish to dissociate myself 
from the opinions expressed by my colleague. 
dissolution /jdiss'luiJXs)!!/ noun the end¬ 
ing of a formal relationship, such as a mar¬ 
riage □ dissolution of Parliament the ending 
of a Parliament, so forcing a general election 
O The government lost the vote of no confi¬ 
dence, so the Prime Minister asked for a dis¬ 
solution of Parliament. 
dissolve /di'zolv/ verb 1. to make a solid 
substance become part of a liquid O Dissolve 
the sugar in half a litre of boiling water. O 
The powder should be completely dissolved 
in warm water. 2. to become part of a liquid 
O The sugar dissolved quite quickly. O Stir 
the mixture until the sugar dissolves. 3 . to 
bring something to an end O to dissolve a 
partnership or a company or a marriage □ to 
dissolve Parliament to close the Parliament, 
and call new elections 4. □ to dissolve in(to) 
tears to start to cry with a lack of control 
dissuade /di'sweid/ verb □ to dissuade 
someone from something to persuade some¬ 
one not to do something O We tried to dis¬ 
suade her from entering the beauty 
competition. 

dissuasion /di'swei 3 (s)n/ noun persuad¬ 
ing someone not to do something. Synonym 

discouragement. Antonym encourage¬ 
ment 

© distance /'distons/ noun 1. a space from 
one point to another O What is the distance 
from London to Geneva? O The furthest dis¬ 
tance I have travelled by train is 800 km. O 
The railway line goes underground for a 
short distance. O The hotel is only a short 
distance away. □ within walking distance 
near enough to walk to O The hotel is within 
walking distance of the town centre. 2. □ 
from a distance seen from some way away 


O From a distance, the mountain looks like a 
sleeping animal. □ in the distance a long 
way away O I caught sight of the mountain in 
the distance. O We could hear guns firing in 
the distance. ■ verb □ to distance yourself 
from to show that you are some distance 
away from O The police chief took pains to 
distance himself from the remarks made by 
the President. 

distance learning /'distons .bimr)/ 
noun studying in your own time away from 
the place where the course is organised, using 
radio or TV 

(D distant /'distant/ adj 1. far away o We 
could hear the sound of distant gunfire. □ 
distant relative a relative who is not a mem¬ 
ber of the immediate family O She’s a very 
distant relative - her grandfather was my 
grandmother’s cousin. □ in the not too dis¬ 
tant future fairly soon O We expect to move 
house in the not too distant future. □ in the 
dim and distant past a long time ago o It all 
happened in the dim and distant past when I 
was at university. 2. not very friendly O The 
manager was quite helpful but distant. 
distaste /dis'teist/ noun a dislike 
distasteful /dis'teistf(o)l/ adj unpleasant. 
Antonym pleasant 
distended /di'stendid/ adj swollen 
distil /di'stil/ verb to make pure water or al¬ 
cohol by heating the liquid, and collecting 
the steam (NOTE: distilling - distilled. The 
US spelling is distill.) 

distillation /,disti 1 leiJ(s)n/ noun the pro¬ 
cess of distilling 

distilled water /di'stild 'waits/ noun ex¬ 
tremely pure water that has been distilled, 
used, e.g., to top up car batteries 
distillery /di'stilsri/ noun a factory for dis¬ 
tilling alcohol (NOTE: The plural is distiller¬ 
ies.) 

© distinct /di'stirjkt/ adj 1. separate O 
There are two distinct varieties of this plant. 
O They keep their printing works quite dis¬ 
tinct from their publishing company. 2. clear 
O 7 got the distinct impression that he was 
carrying a gun. O Did you notice the distinct 
tone of anger in his voice? 

© distinction /di'stirjkjsn/ noun 1. a dif¬ 
ference O There is a distinction between be¬ 
ing interested in politics and joining a 
political party. □ to make a distinction be¬ 
tween two things to notice that two things 
are different O You must try to make a dis¬ 
tinction between the police and the secret 
service. 2. the highest mark O She got a dis¬ 
tinction in her exam. 3. a special excellence 
O He served in the war with distinction. O 
She had the distinction of being the first 
woman pilot. 
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® distinctive /di'stigktiv/ adj very notice¬ 
able, which makes one thing different from 
others. Synonym characteristic 
distinctively /dis'tirjktivli/ adv in a dis¬ 
tinctive way 

(D distinctly /di'stipktli/ adv clearly. Syn¬ 
onym definitely 

<S> distinguish /di'stirjgwiJV verb 1. to see 
or hear clearly; to make out details O With 
the binoculars we could easily distinguish the 
houses on the other side of the lake. O I could 
distinguish at least two birds calling to each 
other. 2. □ to distinguish between two 
things to recognise the difference between 
two things O Children must be taught to dis¬ 
tinguish between right and wrong. O It’s dif¬ 
ficult to distinguish by sight between salt and 
caster sugar. □ to distinguish one thing 
from another to notice that two things are 
not the same O Ifind it difficult to distinguish 
the blue from the green in the design. 
distinguishable /di'stirjgwijobfo)!/ adj 
which can be distinguished 
d> distinguished /di'stiggwijt/ adj im¬ 
portant and well known. Synonym illus¬ 
trious 

distinguishing /di'stiggwi/ir)/ adj which 
makes someone or something different. Syn¬ 
onym unique. Antonym typical 
distort /di'stoit/ verb 1. to twist something 
O His face was distorted with pain. □ dis¬ 
torting mirrors mirrors made of bent glass, 
which change your appearance 2. to give a 
false impression of something O He distorted 
the meaning of my speech. 

(D distortion /di'sto:J(9)n/ noun 1. bend¬ 
ing and twisting out of shape O The accident 
was caused by the distortion of the rails in 
the hot weather. 2. something that gives a 
false impression O It is a complete distortion 
of the truth. 

distract /di'straskt/ verb to attract some¬ 
one’s attention when they should be doing 
something else □ to distract someone’s at¬ 
tention to make someone look at something 
different O If you distract her attention, I’ll 
try to snatch her handbag. 
distracted /di'straektid/ adj feeling ex¬ 
tremely worried and unable to think clearly 
(D distraction /di'straekjon/ noun 1. an 
entertainment O We went to London to look 
for some distraction. 2. a thing which stops 
you from concentrating O How can I do my 
work properly with all the distractions of the 
family? 3. □ he loved her to distraction he 
was greatly in love with her 
distraught /di'stroit/ adj feeling ex¬ 
tremely worried and unable to think clearly 
distress /di'stres/ noun 1. a great sad or 
painful feeling O I don’t want to cause the 
family any distress. O The whole family was 


in distress at grandmother’s death. 2. diffi¬ 
culty O We knew the ship was in distress 
when we saw the flares. □ distress signal a 
signal sent when you are in difficulties ■ 
verb to make someone very sad and worried 
O The news of her grandmother’s death dis¬ 
tressed her very much. Antonym soothe 
distressed /di'strest/ adj very sad and 
worried 

distressing /di'stresig/ adj very sad and 
worrying 

(D distribute /di'stribjuit/ verb 1. to share 
something out, to give something to several 
people O She distributed part of her money to 
the poor. O The stewardesses came round, 
distributing immigration forms to non-EU 
passengers. O I’ll distribute the list to all the 
committee members. 2. to send out goods 
from a warehouse to shops □ we distribute 
Japanese cars we are the agents for Japanese 
cars 

® distribution /,distri'bju:J(3)n/ noun 1. 
giving to several people O The newspaper 
has a wide distribution. O The staff will or¬ 
ganise the distribution of the timetable to the 
students. 2. the act or process of sending out 
goods from a warehouse to shops O Our dis¬ 
tribution centre is in Oxfordshire. 

® distributor /di'stribjuto/ noun 1. a 
company which sells goods for another com¬ 
pany which makes them O Who is the local 
distributor for this make of lawnmower? 2. 
(in a car engine) a part of the engine which 
passes the electric spark to each sparking 
plug in turn O The distributor head needs 
cleaning. 

® district /'distrikt/ noun 1. an area or re¬ 
gion O It’s a district of the town well known 
for its Italian restaurants. □ the commercial 
or business district the part of a town where 
offices and shops are O The shop is well 
placed right in the main business district of 
the town. 2. an official administrative area of 
a town or country 

district attorney /.distrikt o't3:ni/ noun 
US a lawyer representing the government in 
a certain area. Abbr DA 
district council /.distrikt 'kaunsol/ 
noun a local council 

district nurse /.distrikt 'n3:s/ noun same 

as community nurse 

distrust /dis'trASt/ noun a lack of trust o 
The dog showed his distrust of postmen. ■ 
verb not to trust someone o I distrust anyone 
who wears green shoes. O The police dis¬ 
trusted her motives in making the phone call. 
distrustful /dis'trAstf(o)l/ adj not trusting. 
Synonym suspicious 

disturb /di'st3ib/ verb 1. to worry some¬ 
one O It disturbed me to see that the wheel 
was wobbling. 2 . to interrupt someone O 
Sorry to disturb you but there’s an urgent 
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email message just come in. O Don’t disturb 
your mother - she’s resting. □ ‘do not dis¬ 
turb’ a notice placed on a hotel room door, 
to ask the hotel staff not to come into the 
room 3. to change the order or arrangement 
of something O The police told us that noth¬ 
ing must be disturbed in the bedroom. 

(D disturbance /di'st3:bons/ noun 1 . the 
action of disturbing someone o I need to 
work somewhere where there won’t be any 
disturbance. 2. a noisy riot O The fans 
caused a disturbance in the hotel bar. O 
There are always disturbances after the local 
derby. O There were several instances of 
looting during the disturbances. 3. □ mental 
disturbance being mentally ill 
disturbed /di'st3:bd/ adj 1. worried o We 
are disturbed to hear that the company may 
be forced to close. 2. mentally ill O In her 
disturbed state of mind, she may do anything. 
O Some of the patients are mentally dis¬ 
turbed. O Highly disturbed children are 
taught in this special school. 

(D disturbing /di'st3ibip/ adj worrying. 
Antonym reassuring 

disuse /dis'juis/ noun □ to fall into disuse 
not to be used any more 
disused /dis'juizd/ adj not used. Synonym 
empty. Antonym occupied 
ditch /ditj/ noun a long narrow hole cut 
into the ground for taking away water O After 
the storm, the ditches were full of rainwater. 
O He fell into the ditch beside the road. Syn¬ 
onym channel (NOTE: The plural is 
ditches.) ■ verb 1. to leave something be¬ 
hind O When we ran out of petrol, we ditched 
the car and walked to the next town. 2. to 
leave someone who has been working for 
you or who you have been having a relation¬ 
ship with O The company decided to ditch its 
sales director. O She ditched her third hus¬ 
band and lived alone. 3. to land a plane on 
water O The pilot ran out of fuel and decided 
to ditch the plane. 

dither /'dido/ noun □ all of a dither agi¬ 
tated and worried O She was all of a dither 
after getting the letter from the solicitor. ■ 
verb not to be able to make up your mind O 
Stop dithering and tell me what you want to 
do. Synonym hesitate 
ditto /'ditou/ noun 1 . also; the same thing o 
I can’t stand oysters - me ditto! 2. a printer’s 
sign ( " ) meaning that the same thing is to be 
repeated 

diuretic /.daiju'retik/ adj which makes the 
kidneys produce more urine O Some mineral 
waters have a diuretic effect. ■ noun a sub¬ 
stance which produces urine O She was given 
diuretics. 

diurnal /dai'3:n(o)l/ adj happening during 
the day, awake during the day. Antonym 

nocturnal 


diva /'diivo/ noun 1. an extremely famous 
woman opera star 2. a famous woman singer 
who is thought to behave badly and demand 
too much attention ( disapproving) 
divan /di'vcen/ noun a low long chair or a 
bed with a solid base and no back. Synonym 
settee 

dive /daiv/ noun 1. a jump downwards head 
first into water O He made a beautiful dive 
into the pool. 2. a bar that is dirty and not 
pleasant O He met her in some dive in Frank¬ 
furt. ■ verb 1. to jump into water head first o 
He dived in and swam across the pool under 
water. 2. to go rapidly into or behind some¬ 
thing O When she saw him she dived into the 
bushes. 3. (of aircraft) to come down very 
fast O I heard a bang and saw the plane dive 
into the sea. 

dive-bomb /'daiv bom/ verb (of a plane) 
to attack by diving out of the sky and drop¬ 
ping a bomb 

(D diver /'daivo/ noun 1. a person who 
jumps head first into water O the Australian 
Olympic diver 2 . a person who swims and 
works underwater O Police divers searched 
the canal. 

diverge /dai'v3id3/ verb 1. to go in differ¬ 
ent directions O The road and the river di¬ 
verge at the end of the valley. O They had 
shared a flat for some time, then their ca¬ 
reers diverged and they saw much less of 
each other. 2. □ to diverge from to be differ¬ 
ent from O This diverges from the plan I was 
given originally. 

divergence /dai'v3:d3ons/ noun a 
difference 

divergent /dai'v3:d3ont/ adj different. 
Antonym similar 

divers /'daivoz/ adj various (literary) Ant¬ 
onym similar 

diverse /dai'v3:s/ adj including many dif¬ 
ferent types or things 

diversification /dai.vaisifi'keiJXojn/ 
noun the act of diversifying. Antonym 

specialisation 

diversify /dai'v3isifai/ verb to do other 
types of work; to add new types of business 
to your existing one 

diversion /dai'v3:J(9)n/ noun 1. a tempo¬ 
rary road system that sends traffic another 
way O All traffic has to take a diversion and 
rejoin the motorway 10 km further on. 2. an 
entertainment or an activity that people do 
for enjoyment O Fishing is one of the most 
popular diversions for people at weekends. O 
It’s a quiet country town with very few diver¬ 
sions for teenagers. 3. □ to create a diver¬ 
sion to take someone’s attention away from 
what is happening, e.g. so that someone else 
can commit a crime O She created a diver¬ 
sion by screaming. 


diversity 

diversity /dai'v3:siti/ noun great variety. 
Antonym uniformity 

(D divert /dai'v3it/ verb 1. to send some¬ 
thing to another place or in another direction 
O Because of fog in London, flights have 
been diverted to Manchester. O Traffic has 
been diverted to avoid the town centre. 2. to 
entertain someone O A game of snakes and 
ladders diverted the children for a little 
while. 3. □ to divert someone’s attention to 
make someone look away O Try and divert 
his attention while I steal his keys. 

(D divide /di'vaid/ verb 1. to cut something 
into parts O The cake was divided among the 
children. O How can you divide the cake into 
thirteen pieces? O The two companies agreed 
to divide the market between them. O Our 
open-plan office is divided up with low parti¬ 
tions. 2. to calculate how many of one num¬ 
ber there are in another O Ten divided by two 
gives five. (NOTE: Dividing is usually shown 
by the sign -=- : 10 -5-2 = 5: say ‘ten divided 
by two equals five’.) 3. (in the House of 
Commons) to vote o MPs divided at 10 p.m. 
(D dividend /'dividend/ noun a part of a 
company’s profits shared out among people 
who own shares in it □ to raise or increase 
the dividend to pay out a higher dividend 
than in the previous year 
dividers /di'vaidoz/ plural noun a pair of 
compasses for measuring 
dividing line /di'vaidig lain/ noun some¬ 
thing acting as a boundary 
divine /di'vain/ adj referring to God O He 
prayed for divine help. ■ verb to search for 
hidden sources of water O In the middle of 
the drought, they called in someone to divine 
for water. Synonym discover 
diving /'daivirj/ noun 1. the sport of 
jumping into water head first from a diving 
board, with points from 0-10 being awarded 
by a panel of judges O He won a gold medal 
for diving. 2. swimming underwater with 
special equipment O We went diving in the 
Red Sea. 

diving board /'daivig bo:d/ noun a board 
from which people dive at a swimming pool 
divinity /di'viniti/ noun 1 . a god o Statues 
of Egyptian divinities were found in the tomb. 
2. the state of being a god O the divinity of 
Christ 3. the study of religion 
divisible /di'vizib(o)l/ adj that can be 
divided 

CD division /di'vi 3 (o)n/ noun 1. an impor¬ 
tant part of a large organisation O The sales 
division employs twenty people. O She is the 
head of the production division. 2. separation 
into parts O After his death, the family argued 
over the division of their father’s money. 
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 3. a calcu¬ 
lation, where one figure is divided by another 
O My little sister is just learning how to do 


do 

division. 4. a difference of opinion between 
groups of people O The dispute has widened 
the divisions between the two wings of the 
party. 5. (in the House of Commons) voting 
O A division will take place in five minutes. 
6. a large section of an army O They have 
three divisions stationed along the border. O 
The general ordered an infantry division to 
stand by. 

divisional /di l vi3(9)n(9)l/ adj referring to 
a division 

division sign /di'vi 3 (o)n sain/ noun a 
printed or written sign (^-) showing that one 
number is divided by another 
divisive /di'vaisiv/ adj which produces 
disagreements 

divorce /di'vois/ noun a legal separation of 
a husband and wife where each is free to 
marry again O Her parents are getting a di¬ 
vorce. O Since their divorce, they have both 
remarried. ■ verb 1. to break off a marriage 
legally O They divorced last year. 2. to sepa¬ 
rate from your husband or wife O She di¬ 
vorced her husband and married the man 
next door. O He got divorced after only three 
years of marriage. 3. to separate two differ¬ 
ent things O It is difficult to divorce their fi¬ 
nancial problems from the problems they are 
having with the house. 

(D divorced /di'voist/ adj no longer mar¬ 
ried O They’re both divorced, with children 
from their previous marriages. Synonym 
separated. Antonym together 
divorcee /divoi'si:/ noun a divorced per¬ 
son, especially a woman who is divorced 
divulge /dai'vAld3/ verb to give away a se¬ 
cret. Synonym reveal 

Diwali /di'waili/ noun an important Hindu 
festival of light, celebrated in the autumn 
(D DIY abbr do it yourself 
(D dizzy /'dizi/ adj 1. feeling that everything 
seems to turn round O Can we stop the car, 
please, I feel dizzy. O After standing in the 
sun, he became dizzy and had to lie down. O 
She has started having dizzy spells. 2. wild, 
exciting O A dizzy round of parties and TV 
shows. (NOTE: dizzier - dizziest) 

DJ abbr 1 . dinner jacket 2. disc jockey 
DNA/.dii en 'ei/ noun the basic genetic ma¬ 
terial in a cell. Full form deoxyribonucleic 
acid, t RNA 

(D do /du:/ verb 1. used with other verbs to 
make questions O Does this train go to Lon¬ 
don? O Did the doctor give you any medicine 
for your cough? O Where do they live? O 
What did you find there? 2. used with other 
verbs and ‘not’ to make the negative O They 
didn’t laugh at the film. O It doesn’t matter 
any more. O His parents don’t live in Lon¬ 
don. 3. used to make a verb stronger O Can I 
sit down? - please do! O Why don ’tyou work 
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harder? -1 do work hard! O Why didn’t you 
tell me? - I did tell you! 4. used in place of 
another verb in short answers to questions us¬ 
ing the word ‘do’ o Do you live in London? - 
Yes I do. O But your parents don’t live there, 
do they? - No they don *t . O Does the green 
colour show? - Yes it does. O Did you go to 
the concert after all? - Yes I did. 5. used in 
place of another verb at the end of a question 
or statement O The Russians live here, don’t 
they? O It looks very nice, doesn’t it? O It 
doesn’t rain a lot in Spain, does it? O Can 
you run as fast as he does? O He speaks Ger¬ 
man better than I do. O She asked me to close 
the door but I’d already done so. O They got 
to the pub before we did. 6. telling someone 
not to do something O Don’t throw away that 
letter! O Don’t put your coffee cups on the 
computer! 7. with nouns ending in -ing O 
She’s doing the shopping. O He always does 
the washing up. O She was doing the ironing. 
8. to work at something or to arrange some¬ 
thing or to clean something ( followed by a 
noun) O She’s doing her hair. O Have you 
done the dishes yet? O I can’t do today’s 
crossword. O What have you been doing all 
day? O They’re a difficult company to do 
business with. □ what do you do for a liv¬ 
ing? what is your job? 9. to succeed, to con¬ 
tinue O She’s doing very well in her new job. 
O He did badly in the interview. O How’s 
your business doing? □ well done! said to 
someone when they have achieved success in 
something O I passed my driving test - Well 
done! 10. to finish being cooked O The car¬ 
rots aren’t done yet. □ the chicken is done 
to a turn the chicken is cooked and ready to 
eat 11. to be satisfactory O Will this size do? 
□ that will do that’s enough □ that won’t do 
at all that’s not at all satisfactory 12. □ to 
make do with to accept something which is 
not as good as you wanted O The ordinary 
plates are all dirty, so we will have to make 
do with paper ones. 13. to travel at a certain 
speed O The car was doing 100 miles an hour 
when it hit the tree. (NOTE: I do; you do; 
he/she/it does Maz/; they do; doing - did 
/did/ - has done /dAn/; negative:do not 
usually don’t /daunt/; does not usually 
doesn’t /'dAz(a)nt/; did not usually didn’t 
/'didn(a)t/) ■ noun 1. a party o We’ve been 
invited to a do at the Smiths. 2. □ the dos 
and don’ts things you should do and things 
you should not do O She told him all the dos 
and don ’ts about working in the office. 

® do away with /,du: a'wei wid/ verb to 

get rid of something 

Doc /dok/ abbr doctor 

docile /'dausail/ adj quiet and well behaved 

dock /dok/ noun 1. □ my car is in dock my 

car is being repaired ( informal) 2. a box in a 

law court, where the prisoner sits O She was 


in the dock, facing charges of theft. ■ verb 1. 
(of ship) to arrive in a port O The ship docked 
at 17.00. O The cruise liner will dock in Ber¬ 
muda. 2. to connect two spacecraft together 
O The spacecraft docked with the space sta¬ 
tion. 3 . to remove money from someone’s 
pay O I will have to dock your pay if you are 
late for work again. O They’ve docked £20 
from my pay! <> the ship is in dock 1. the 
ship is in the harbour 2. the ship is being 
repaired 

docker /'doko/ noun a man who works in a 
port, loading and unloading ships. Also 
called stevedore (NOTE: The US term is 

longshoreman.) 

docking station /'dokip ,steij‘(3)n/ noun 
a piece of hardware for recharging a portable 
computer 

dockland /'dokland/ noun a part of a town 
around docks 

docks /doks/ plural noun a harbour where 
ships are loaded and unloaded 
dockyard /'dDkjaid/ noun a place where 
ships are built or repaired. Synonym 

shipyard 

Doc Martens /dok 'ma:t(o)nz/ trademark 
a style of strong leather boots available in 
many colours 

® doctor /'dokto/ noun 1. a person who 
looks after people who are ill O I have a ten 
o’clock appointment to see the doctor. O If 
you have pains in your chest, you ought to 
see a doctor. O He went to the doctor’s last 
Friday. □ a doctor’s certificate a document 
written by a doctor to say that an employee is 
ill and cannot work O She has been off sick 
for ten days and has sent in a doctor’s certifi¬ 
cate. 2. a person with the highest degree from 
a university O She has a doctor’s degree in 
physics. (NOTE: Doctor is written Dr with 
names: Dr Thorne is our local GP.) ■ verb 
to change something, so that it is false O We 
suspect that he had been doctoring his ex¬ 
penses. O She was accused of doctoring the 
test samples. 

doctorate /'dDkt(a)rat/ noun the highest 
degree from a university 
Doctor of Philosophy /'dokto ov fi- 
'losofi/ noun an advanced degree from a uni¬ 
versity in an arts subject. Abbr PhD 
doctrinaire ^dDktri'neo/ adj very dog¬ 
matic. Synonym rigid 

(D doctrine /'doktrin/ noun a statement of 
what a group of people believe. Synonym 

policy 

(D document noun /'dokjumont/ 1. a 
piece of paper with written text O File all the 
documents away carefully as we may need 
them again. O Please read this document 
carefully and sign at the bottom of page two. 
2. a separate text in a computer O The letter 
was saved as a Word document. ■ verb 


documentary 

/'dDkju.ment/ to note something in official 
writing O Cases of this disease are well doc¬ 
umented in Africa. O She sent in a fully docu¬ 
mented claim for insurance. 
documentary / l dDkju'ment(o)ri/ noun a 
film which shows facts about a real subject O 
Did you see the documentary about hippos 
last night? (NOTE: The plural is documenta¬ 
ries.) ■ adj referring to documents □ docu¬ 
mentary evidence evidence in the form of 
documents O They are searching in the ar¬ 
chives for any documentary evidence that the 
meeting took place. 

<D documentation /.dokjumen'teiJXajn/ 
noun all the papers referring to something 
(NOTE: no plural) 

doddle /'dDd(a)l/ noun something that is 
easy to do 

dodge /dod 3 / noun a clever trick o He told 
me a dodge to avoid paying on the Under¬ 
ground. ■ verb 1. to avoid something, to get 
out of the way O He ran across the street, 
dodging the traffic. O She dodged behind a 
parked car hoping he wouldn ’t see her. 2. □ 
to dodge the issue to avoid answering ques¬ 
tions about a problem or trying to do any¬ 
thing about a problem O We were very 
disappointed because the council simply 
dodged the issue. 3 . to avoid doing some¬ 
thing you should do, in a dishonest way O to 
dodge payment of your TV licence fee 
dodgems /'dDd 3 amz/ noun an amusement 
at a fairground where you drive small electric 
cars round and round, bumping into other 
cars as you do so 

dodger /'dod 3 a/ noun a person who avoids 
something 

dodgy /'dDd 3 i/ adj 1. not safe, involving 
risk O The back wheel on your bike looks a 
bit dodgy to me. O I wouldn’t go hitch-hiking 
in Russia - it sounds very dodgy. 2. probably 
dishonest, or dishonestly obtained O He’s a 
bit of a dodgy customer. O She paid with a 
dodgy ten-pound note. 

doe /dau/ noun a female animal, such as 
deer or rabbit (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
dough. Male rabbits are called bucks, 
male deer are stags.) 

does fdAzf C> do 
doesn’t /'dAz(a)nt/1> do 
doff /dof/ verb to take off your hat ( dated) 
Synonym remove. Antonym don 
(D dog /dog/ noun an animal kept as a pet, 
which barks, and wags its tail when it is 
pleased O Can you take the dog out for a 
walk? O Police with dogs were hunting the 
gang of escaped prisoners. □ to let sleeping 
dogs lie to leave things as they are o Iwould- 
n’t investigate any further if I were you - 
better let sleeping dogs lie. □ to go to the 
dogs to get into a bad condition ( informal ) o 
The whole place has gone to the dogs. □ it’s 


dole 

a dog’s life life is difficult, with too much 
work and no play ■ verb to follow o All his 
life he has been dogged by ill health. □ to 
dog someone’s footsteps to follow behind 
someone closely o Failure seems to dog his 
footsteps. 

dog-collar /'dog .kola/ noun 1. a leather 
band to go round a dog’s neck 2. a white col¬ 
lar worn by a clergyman 
dog-eared /'dog iad/ adj {of a page or 
book) well used or tom. Antonym pristine 
dogfish /'dDgfiJV noun a large sea fish. 
Also called huss 

dogged /'dogid/ adj not giving in eas¬ 
ily, continuing to do something, even 
though people want you to stop. Synonym 

determined 

doggedly /'dogidli/ adv not giving in 
easily 

<D doggy /'dogi/ noun a dog ( children’s 
word) 

doggy bag /'dogi basg/ noun a bag in 
which you can put food which you have not 
finished eating in a restaurant to take home, 
to give to your dog 

dogma /'dogma/ noun an official belief. 
Synonym creed 

dogmatic /dog'maetik/ adj stating firmly 
that what you say is right. Synonym rigid 
do-gooder /du: 'guda/ noun a person who 
tries to do good and help others, but in a way 
that sometimes annoys people ( informal ) 
(NOTE: The plural is do-gooders.) 
dogsbody /'dogzbodi/ noun someone 
who is employed by other people to do bor¬ 
ing and unpleasant jobs for them 
dog-tired /,dog 'taiad/ adj very tired ( in¬ 
formal ) Synonym exhausted 
d> do in /du: 'in/ verb 1. to kill someone o 
What happened to the gang boss? - He was 
done in and dumped in the river. 2. to hurt 
something O I did my back in by digging the 
garden. 

doing /'dung/ noun the action of doing 
something □ all someone’s own doing 
something which someone did without any¬ 
one else involved □ it takes some doing it is 
fairly difficult to do O Climbing up that wall 
must have taken some doing. 
doings /'dunrjz/ plural noun things which 
are done O Police have been watching the 
doings of the gang for some time. ■ noun a 
tool or piece of equipment O Have you seen 
the doings for opening bottles anywhere? 

<D dole /daul/ noun money given by the 
government to people without work {dated) 
□ on the dole unemployed and receiving un¬ 
employment benefit O He’s been on the dole 
for four years. ■ verb □ to dole out to hand 
out or give out, without much ceremony O 
The guide doled out customs forms. 
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doleful /'d3ulf(3)l/ adj feeling extremely 
sad 

® doll /dnl/ noun a child’s toy which looks 
like a baby 

® dollar /'dDls/ noun 1. the money used in 
the United States O a 5-dollar bill o The 
country spends millions of dollars on de¬ 
fence. O There are two dollars to the pound. 
2. a similar currency used in many other 
countries O What is the price in Australian 
dollars? (NOTE: usually written $ before fig¬ 
ures: $250. The currencies used in different 
countries can be shown by the initial letters 
of the country: Can$ (Canadian dollar) Aus$ 
(Australian dollar).) 

dollop /'drfsp/ noun a large lump of some¬ 
thing soft ( informal ) Synonym blob 
doll’s house /'dnlz haus/ noun a very 
small house made as a toy 
dolly /'doli/ noun 1. a doll ( children’s 
speech, informal) o Let’s put your dolly in 
her pram. 2. (of films) a stand on which a 
camera is fixed and which can move so that it 
can follow the action O The dolly followed 
the actors across the set. (NOTE: The plural is 
dollies.) 

dolphin /'dolfin/ noun a sea mammal like a 
very small whale (NOTE: A group of them is 
a school of dolphins.) 
dolt /dault/ noun a silly person ( dated infor¬ 
mal insult) 

© domain /dau'mein/ noun 1. an area of 
responsibility O I don’t do the cooking - 
that’s my husband's domain. 2. an area, a 
group of nodes in a network 
domain name /dau'mein neim/ noun the 
name of a service provider on the Internet 
dome /daum/ noun a round roof shaped 
like half of a ball 

domed /daumd/ adj with a dome; shaped 
like a dome 

© domestic /da'mestik/ adj 1. referring to 
the home O She hated having to do all the do¬ 
mestic work while her husband was out at his 
job. □ domestic animals farm animals and 
pets □ domestic help help in doing house¬ 
work 2. inside a country O Sales in the do¬ 
mestic market have risen. □ domestic flights 
flights between airports inside the same 
country ■ noun a servant in a house (dated) 
O When the fire broke out all the domestics 
ran into the house to rescue the furniture. 
domesticate /da'mestikeit/ verb 1. □ to 
become domesticated to be used to doing 
housework O He’s become totally domesti¬ 
cated since he got married. 2. to breed wild 
animals so that they become tame and can be 
kept for food or as pets, or to grow wild 
plants as food or decoration O Early man 
rapidly domesticated the wild horse and buf¬ 


don 

falo. O Domesticated forms of wheat were 
developed by early farmers. 

domesticated /da'mestikeitid/ adj 1. (of 
animals) kept or used for human require¬ 
ments 2. (of a person) skilled in doing the 
work needed to keep a home clean 
domesticity /.daume'stisiti/ noun life at 
home 

domestic science /da.mestik 'saians/ 
noun cooking and housework as a subject 
studied at school (dated) 
domestic service /da.mestik 's3:vis/ 
noun working as a servant in a house 
domicile /'dmnisail/ noun a place where 
someone lives or where a company is regis¬ 
tered (formal) Synonym home 
domiciled /'domisaild/ adj living or resi¬ 
dent or registered in a place (formal) 

© dominance /'dominans/ noun being 
dominant. Synonym supremacy. Antonym 
weakness 

© dominant /'dominant/ adj 1. most im¬ 
portant O The dominant colour in the room is 
dark red. O Safety will be the dominant theme 
of the discussion. 2. very powerful, strong O 
He has a very dominant personality and his 
wife and children have to do what he says. O 
The President’s party is the dominant force 
in the country’s political system. 
dominant gene /'dominant d 3 i:n/ noun 
the more important of a pair of genes, where 
the characteristic is passed on to the child 
© dominate /'domineit/ verb 1 . to rule 
something or someone O He is dominated by 
his wife. O The Union party dominates the 
country’s political system. 2. to be very im¬ 
portant O The conversation was dominated 
by the subject of the president’s wife. 3. to be 
very clearly seen O The volcano dominates 
the town. 

domination /.domi'neiJXajn/ noun con¬ 
trol, power, or authority over others or 
another 

domineering ^domi'niarir)/ adj forcing 
your ideas on someone. Synonym bossy. 
Antonym meek 

dominion /da'minjan/ noun the power of 
control O to exercise dominion over a 
country 

Dominion /da'minjan/ noun an independ¬ 
ent state, part of the British Commonwealth 
domino /'dominau/ noun one of a set of 
small flat blocks used to play a game, each 
block being divided into two sections, with 
up to six dots in each section 
domino effect /'dominau i.fekt/ noun 
the collapse of something, which triggers the 
collapse of something else 
don /don/ noun a university teacher, espe¬ 
cially at Oxford or Cambridge O His father 
was an Oxford don. ■ verb to put on a piece 
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of clothing O Instructions for donning the life 
jacket are in the pocket in front of your seat. 
O Visitors to the factory have to don protec¬ 
tive clothing. (NOTE: donning - donned) 
donate /dou'neit/ verb to give something 
donation /dou'neij’^n/ noun a present, 
especially of money. Synonym contribution 
(D done /dAn/1> do 

(D donkey /'doqki/ noun a grey farm ani¬ 
mal with long ears, used for riding or pulling 
carts 

donkey jacket /'dorjki ,d 32 ekit/ noun a 
thick woollen coat worn by workmen 
donkey’s years /'dorjkiz jioz/ noun a 
very long time ( informal ) 
donkey work /'dorjki W3ik/ noun heavy 
unpleasant work 

donor /'douno/ noun a person who gives. 
Synonym giver □ a blood donor a person 
who gives blood regularly for use in 
transfusions 
(D don’t /daunt/ 1 > do 

doodle /'du:d(a)l/ noun a drawing or pat¬ 
tern which has no real meaning O His doo¬ 
dles on scraps of paper have become very 
valuable. ■ verb to draw shapes on paper, 
usually because you are bored or thinking of 
something else O She sat at the back of the 
meeting, doodling on the agenda. 
doom /du:m/ noun an unhappy fate that 
cannot be avoided 

doomed /duimd/ adj condemned to end in 
ruin 

Doomsday /'duimzdei/ noun the end of 
the world 

<D door /do:/ noun 1. a solid piece of some¬ 
thing such as wood or metalwhich closes an 
entrance O He went into his office and locked 
the door behind him. O She opened the car 
door and hit a passing cyclist. □ he an¬ 
swered the door he opened the door when 
someone rang the bell □ front door the main 
door to a building O She gave him a key to 
the front door or a front door key. □ back 
door a door at the back of a building O The 
back door leads out into the garden. 2. used 
to show where a building is in a street O They 
live a few doors away from us. □ he lives 
three doors down the street he lives three 
houses further along the street, t next door 
doorbell /'doibel/ noun a bell by a door 
which you ring to get someone inside to open 
the door 

doorkeeper /'do:ki:po/ noun a person 
who is on guard at the main door to a 
building 

doorkey /'do:ki:/ noun a key to a door 
doorknob /'dornDb/ noun a round handle 
for opening and shutting a door 
doorman /'doimon/ noun a man who 
stands at the door of a building such as a res¬ 


dosh 

taurant or hotel (NOTE: The plural is 

doormen.) 

doormat /'doimaet/ noun a small rough 
carpet placed in front of or behind a door, on 
which you wipe your shoes if they are dirty 
or wet 

doorstep /'doistep/ noun a block of a hard 
substance such as stone or wood at the bot¬ 
tom of a door on the outside of a house. Syn¬ 
onym entrance □ on your doorstep very 
close to where you live O There’s a big su¬ 
permarket right on our doorstep. 
door-to-door /,do: to 'do:/ adj going from 
one house to the next, asking people to buy 
something, to vote for someone, or asking 
them questions 

door-to-door salesman /,do: to do: 
'seilzmon/ noun a salesman who goes from 
one house to the next, asking people to buy 
something 

doorway /'do:wei/ noun a space where 
there is a door. Synonym entrance 
dope /doup/ noun 1. a drug o a dope ped¬ 
dler □ to take a dope test to take a test to see 
if you have been taking drugs 2. information 
O Come on, let’s have the dope on the di¬ 
vorce case! 3 . a stupid fool o He’s a dope, he 
should have asked for twice as much! 
dopey /'doupi/ adj 1. stupid, silly 2. 
half-asleep O He’s feeling dopey after his 
injection. 

dork /do:k/ noun someone who other peo¬ 
ple think is not intelligent or does not dress in 
fashionable clothes 

dormant /'doimont/ adj not active o The 
volcano has been dormant for many years, 
but has suddenly started to send out clouds of 
smoke. □ to lie dormant to remain hidden 
and not active O Some viruses lie dormant for 
years. □ dormant volcano a volcano which 
is not sending out hot gas or smoke at the 
moment, but which may do in the future. 
Compare extinct 

dormitory /'do:mitri/ noun a long room 
full of beds (NOTE: The plural is dormito¬ 
ries.) 

dormouse /'do:maus/ noun a small ani¬ 
mal which looks like a mouse, with a furry 
tail (NOTE: The plural is dormice.) 
dosage /'dousid 3 / noun the amount of a 
drug calculated by a doctor to be necessary 
for a patient 

dose /dous/ noun 1 . a quantity of medicine 
O Normal daily dose: three tablets. O Do not 
exceed the prescribed dose. 2. an attack of a 
disease O I’ve had a dose of bronchitis. ■ 
verb □ to dose someone with something to 
give someone medicine O He dosed himself 
with hot lemon juice and aspirin. 
dosh /doj/ noun money ( informal ) 
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doss Mds/ verb to sleep on something such 
as a chair or on the floor, because there is no 
bed available ■ noun a job or activity that is 
extremely easy to do 

doss down /,dDs 'daun/ verb to sleep 
somewhere where there is no bed available, 
e.g. on the floor 

dosshouse /'doshaus/ noun a house of¬ 
fering a cheap place to stay to people who do 
not have a home (slang) Synonym hostel 
dossier /'dosiei/ noun a file of documents 
(D dot /dot/ noun 1 . a small round spot o A 
blue tie with white dots. 2. a printing sign (.) 
used in decimals and email addresses O My 
email address is peter@petercollin.com (say 
‘peter at petercollin dot com ). 3. □ on the 
dot of exactly at a particular time O The train 
left on the dot of four. ■ verb to mark with 
small spots. Synonym speckle (NOTE: 
dotted) 

dot.com /,dDt 'kom/ noun a company that 
does business on the Internet or that provides 
Internet services ■ adj relating to the Internet 
or Internet business 

dote on /'dsut on/ verb to be very fond of 
someone 

doting /'doutirj/ adj very fond of someone 
dotted /'dotid/ adj with things here and 
there. Synonym scattered 
dotted line /,dotid 'lain/ noun a line made 
of a series of dots 

dotty /'dDti/ adj slightly crazy ( informal ) 
(NOTE: dottier - dottiest) 

(D double /'dAb(o)l/ adj 1. twice the size O 
She asked for a double portion of ice cream. 
2. repeated twice O The word ‘immeasur¬ 
able ’ is spelt with a double ‘m ’. O The in¬ 
voice number is six double five double one 
(65511). □ in double figures with two fig¬ 
ures, the numbers from 10 to 99 3. with two 
parts, for two people ■ adv twice the amount 
O It takes double the time. O Her salary is 
double mine. □ to see double to see two 
things when there is only one there ■ noun 1. 
□ at the double (in the army) running o The 
soldiers crossed the square at the double. 2. 
a person who looks exactly like someone else 
O It was either him or his double we saw at 
the cinema. 3. □ men’s or women’s doubles 
two men against two other men or two 
women against two other women ■ verb 1. to 
multiply something by two O Think of a num¬ 
ber and then double it. 2. □ to double back 
to turn round and go back along the same 
way O The escaped prisoner doubled back 
towards the village. 

double-barrelled /,dAb(o)l 'baerold/ adj 
1 . used to describe a gun which has two bar¬ 
rels 2. formed from two names, usually with 
a hyphen between them 


doublebass /,dAb(3)l'beis/ noun a musi¬ 
cal instrument like a very large violin. Also 
called bass 

double bed /,dAb(o)l 'bed/ noun a bed for 
two people 

double-breasted /,dAb(o)l 'brestid/ adj 
describes a coat or jacket which has two rows 
of buttons down the front 
double-check /,dAb(9)l 'tjek/ verb to 
check something carefully, twice 
double chin /,dAb(o)l 'tj’in/ noun a chin 
with a second fold underneath 
double-click /,dAb(3)l 'klik/ verb to press 
a mouse button twice quickly, e.g. to give an 
instruction to a computer 
double cream /,dAb(3)l 'kriim/ noun 
thick cream with a high fat content 
double-cross /,dAb(3)l 'kros/ verb to 
trick someone so that that person thinks that 
you are working on the same side when in 
fact you are working against them. Synonym 
betray 

double-decker /,dAb(»l 'deks/ noun 1. a 
bus with two levels of seats O Double-decker 
buses are common in London. 2. a sandwich 
made of three slices of bread, with a filling, 
e.g. meat, salad, or fish, between each of 
them. O This double-decker is so thick I can’t 
bite into it. 

double-glazed /,dAb(3)l 'gleizd/ adj with 
windows made of double panes of glass 
double-glazing /,dAb(9)l 'gleizirj/ noun 
windows made of two pieces of glass, used to 
keep out noise or to keep heat inside 
double life /,dAb(3)l' laif/ noun a situation 
in which someone has a separate way of life 
for some of the time, which they keep secret 
from other people 

double-park /,dAb(3)l 'pa:k/ verb to park 
beside a car which is already parked at the 
side of the street 

double room /,dAb(3)l 'ruim/ noun a 
room for two people with a double bed 
doubles /'dAb(3)lz/ noun a tennis game for 
two people on either side 
double-sided /,dAb(9)l 'saidid/ adj hav¬ 
ing two sides, both of which can be used 
double spacing /,dAb(3)l 'speisirj/ noun 
typing where a white line is left between 
lines of text 

double take /,dAb(3)l 'teik/ noun a reac¬ 
tion of surprise, after a slight pause 
double up /,dAb(9)l 'Ap/ verb 1. to bend 
because of pain O She doubled up in pain 
when he hit her in the stomach. 2. to perform 
two jobs O The waiter is doubling up as chef 
because the chef is on holiday. 
doubly /'dAbli/ adv twice 
(D doubt /daut/ noun 1. not being sure O 
Even the staunchest believer sometimes has 
doubts. □ to have doubts about to say that 
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you are doubtful about O I have my doubts 
about the accuracy of the figures. □ to cast 
doubt on to be unsure about o He cast doubt 
on the whole proposal. □ to give someone 
the benefit of the doubt to allow someone to 
continue doing something, because you are 
not sure that accusations made against him 
are correct o The referee gave him the benefit 
of the doubt. 2. □ no doubt certainly O No 
doubt they will be suing for damages. □ 
there’s no doubt about it is a certain fact o 
There’s no doubt about it - France is the best 
place for a holiday. O There’s no doubt about 
his guilt. □ in doubt not sure O The result of 
the game was in doubt until the last minute. 
■ verb not to be sure of something o I doubt 
whether he will want to go to the funeral. O / 
doubt her honesty. O Did you ever doubt that 
we would win? 

<D doubtful /'dautf(3)l/ adj not sure 
doubtless /'dautlos/ adv certainly 
dough /dou/ noun 1. a mixture of water and 
flour for making a food such as bread, before 
it is cooked O The chef was kneading the 
dough for the pizza. 2. money O Hurry up, 
give me the dough! (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with doe.) 

doughnut /'dounAt/ noun a small round or 
ring-shaped cake cooked by frying in oil 
(D do up /,du: 'Ap/ verb 1. to attach 
something O He’s still a baby and he can’t 
do his buttons up properly. O Can you do up 
the zip at the back of my dress? 2. to repair 
something and make like new O They bought 
an old cottage and did it up. O He’s looking 
for an old sports car to do up. 
dour /duo/ adj dark or silent 
douse /daus/ verb to throw water on 
something 

dove 1 Mav/ noun 1. a white domesticated 
pigeon O To celebrate the peace treaty they 
released hundreds of doves. 2. a person who 
prefers diplomacy and tries to achieve peace 
O Curiously, it’s the military commanders 
who are the doves while the president and his 
advisers are the hawks. Antonym hawk 
dove 2 /douv/ verb L/Si> dive 
dovetail /'dAvteil/ noun a joint made 
where a V-shaped piece of wood fits into a 
V-shaped hole in another piece ■ verb 1. to 
join pieces of wood together with a V-shaped 
joint 2. to fit together neatly 
dowdy /'daudi/ adj old-fashioned and badly 
dressed. Antonym fashionable (NOTE: 
dowdier - dowdiest) 

(D do with /'du: wid/ verb 1. to be related 
or connected to O It has nothing to do with 
us. O It is something to do with my new book. 
2. to put something somewhere O What have 
you done with the newspaper? 3. to need O 
After that long walk I could do with a cup of 
tea. O The car could do with a wash. 


® do without /,du: wid'aut/ verb not to 
have something, to manage without 
something 

Dow Jones Index /dau 'd 3 ounz ,indeks/ 
noun the index of share prices on the New 
York Stock Exchange 

(D down /daun/ prep 1. towards the bottom 
of O He fell down the stairs and broke his 
leg. O The ball ran down the hill. 2 . away 
from where the person speaking is standing O 
He went down the road to the shop. O The 
police station is just down the street. ■ adv 1. 
towards the bottom, towards a lower position 
O Put the box down in the corner. O I looked 
in the cellar, but there’s no one down there. 
(NOTE: Down is often used with verbs, e.g. 
to go down; to fall down, to sit down; to 
lie down.) 2. at a lower level o Inflation is 
down again. 3. in writing O Did you note 
down the number of the car? O The police¬ 
man took down her address. 4. towards the 
south O I’m going down to Brighton tomor¬ 
row (from London). O They live down on the 
south coast. 5. sick O She is down with flu. 6. 
out of action O All our computers are down 
at the moment. 7. gloomy O He’s feeling a bit 
down. 8. showing criticism O Down with the 
government! O Down with exams! ■ noun 
the soft small feathers of a bird O a duvet 
filled with duck down (NOTE: no plural in this 
meaning) ■ verb 1. to swallow something 
quickly O He downed three pints of beer. 2 . 
□ to down tools to stop work, to go on strike 
down-and-out /,daun on 'aut/ noun a 
person with no money who lives on the 
streets ( informal) 

downbeat /'daunbiit/ adj feeling unhappy 
O He was very downbeat when he heard the 
results. ■ noun the beat of a conductor’s ba¬ 
ton to show that the music should begin. Ant¬ 
onym upbeat 

downcast /'daunkaist/ adj gloomy, de¬ 
pressed. Antonym cheerful 
downer /'dauno/ noun 1. someone or 
something that makes you feel depressed 2. a 
drug which makes you feel calm 
downfall /'daunfoil/ noun a situation in 
which someone or something fails or is 
destroyed 

downgrade /'daungreid/ verb to reduce 
the importance of a person or of a job. Syn¬ 
onym demote 

downhearted /.daun'haitid/ adj feeling 
unhappy 

downhill /daun'hil/ adv\. towards the bot¬ 
tom of a hill O The road goes downhill for a 
while and then crosses the river. 2. □ to go 
downhill to get worse O The economy is go¬ 
ing downhill. O The business started to go 
downhill when the old manager left. ■ adj □ 
downhill (skiing) competition a skiing com- 
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petition which involves going down a hill as 
fast as you can, more or less in a straight line 
Downing Street /'daumrj striit/ noun 1. 
a street in London with the houses of the 
British Prime Minister (No. 10) and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (No. 11)0 They 
took the petition to Downing Street. 2. the of¬ 
fice of the Prime Minister O Downing Street 
denied the report. 

download verb /daun 1 loud/ to load data or 
a program into a computer ■ noun a com¬ 
puter file that can be downloaded 
down-market /'daun ,ma:kit/ adj 
cheaper, appealing to a less wealthy section 
of the population 

down payment /,daun 'peimont/ noun a 
part of a total payment made in advance 
downplay /.daun'plei/ verb to make 
something seem less important. Synonym 
tone down (NOTE: can also be to play 
down) 

downpour /'daunpo:/ noun a heavy fall of 
rain 

downright /'daunrait/ adj complete or 
clear O That’s a downright lie. O The news¬ 
paper stoiy was a downright fabrication. ■ 
adv completely or extremely O The waitress 
wasn’t just unpleasant, she was downright 
rude. Synonym positively 
downs /daunz/ plural noun grass-covered 
hills with low bushes and very few trees 
(NOTE: usually used in names of areas: the 
North Downs, the South Downs) 
downside /'daunsaid/ noun the disadvan¬ 
tages of a situation. Antonym advantage 
downsize /'daunsaiz/ verb to make a busi¬ 
ness smaller by reducing the number of peo¬ 
ple who work there 

downsizing /'daunsaizirj/ noun making a 
company smaller by reducing the number of 
people who work there 
Down’s syndrome /'daunz .sindroum/ 
noun a condition caused by the existence of 
an extra chromosome that affects the physi¬ 
cal and mental development 
downstage /daun'steid 3 / adv to or at the 
front of the stage. Antonym upstage 
(D downstairs /daun'steoz/ adv on or to 
the lower part of a building O He heard a 
noise in the kitchen and went downstairs to 
see what it was. O I left my cup of coffee 
downstairs. Synonym below ■ adj on the 
ground floor of a building O The house has a 
downstairs bedroom. O You can use the 
downstairs loo. ■ noun the ground floor of a 
building O The downstairs has three rooms. 
O The downstairs of the house is larger than 
the upstairs. Compare upstairs 
downstream adj /'daunstriim/ towards 
the mouth of a river O Downstream commu¬ 
nities have not yet been affected. ■ adv 


/daun'striim/ towards the mouth of a river o 
The silt is carried downstream and deposited 
in the delta. 

down-to-earth /.daun tu '3:0/ adj sensi¬ 
ble or matter-of-fact. Antonym fanciful 
(D downtown /'dauntaun/ adv to the town 
centre O You can take the bus to go down¬ 
town. ■ adj in the town centre O the down¬ 
town department stores O Her office is in 
downtown New York. ■ noun the central dis¬ 
trict of a town O Downtown will be very 
crowded at this time of day. 
downtrodden /'dauntrodn/ adj op¬ 
pressed, badly treated 

downturn /'daunt3:n/ noun a movement 
towards lower prices, sales or profits. Ant¬ 
onym upturn 

down under /daun 'Ando/ noun in Austra¬ 
lia and New Zealand ( informal) 

(D downward /'daunwod/ adj towards the 
bottom O a downward trend in the unemploy¬ 
ment figures. Synonym descending. Ant¬ 
onym upward ■ adv US same as 
downwards 

(D downwards /'daunwodz/ adv towards 
the bottom (NOTE: The US term is down¬ 
ward.) 

downwind adv, adj in the direction in 

which the wind is blowing 

downy /'dauni/ adj 1. soft and fluffy 2. 

covered with soft hairs 

dowry /'dauri/ noun money or goods which 

a bride brings to her husband 

(D doz abbr dozen 

doze /douz/ noun a short sleep O She had a 
little doze after feeding the baby. ■ verb to 
sleep a little, to sleep lightly [slang) o She 
dozed off for a while after lunch. Synonym 

nap 

(D dozen /'dAz(o)n/ noun 1. twelve o We 
ordered two dozen chairs. □ they’re cheaper 
by the dozen they are cheaper if you buy 
twelve at a time □ half a dozen six O half a 
dozen apples 2. □ nineteen to the dozen 
very fast O They chattered away nineteen to 
the dozen. 

dozy /'douzi/ adj 1. sleepy o The children 
were dozy after their walk, so we put them to 
bed early. 2. stupid 

(D Dr doctor 

drab /drasb/ adj lacking bright colours; 
brown, grey (NOTE: drabber - drabbest) 
draconian /dro'kounion/ adj (of a law) ex¬ 
tremely severe. Synonym harsh 
(D draft /draift/ noun 1. a rough plan of a 
document O He quickly wrote out a draft of 
the agreement. O It’s not the final version, 
it’s just a draft. 2. US formerly, military ser¬ 
vice which most young men had to do O He 
left the USA to avoid the draft. 3. an order for 
money to be paid by a bank O She sent me a 
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draft for one thousand pounds. 4. US same as 
draught ■ adj in preparation and not final o 
They brought the draft agreement with them. 
O She wrote out the draft letter on the back of 
an envelope. O The lawyers were working on 
the draft contract. ■ verb 1. to draw up a 
rough plan of something O We drafted a 
sales forecast on a piece of paper. 2. US to 
call someone for military service O At the 
age of eighteen he was drafted into the 
Marines. 3. to ask someone to do something 
O The Boy Scouts were drafted in to dig the 
garden. Compare draught 
draftsman /'draiftsmon/ noun US same 
as draughtsman 

© drag /draeg/ verb 1. to pull something 
heavy along O She dragged her suitcase 
across the platform. O The police dragged 
the protesters away from the gate. 2. to hang 
back, to stay behind O Tom was dragging 
along at the end of the line. 3. to force some¬ 
one to do something O They had to drag her 
to the party. 4. to pull a net along the bottom 
of an area of water to try to find something O 
The police dragged the lake to try to find the 
body of the missing boy. ■ noun 1. a boring 
thing, which stops you doing things you re¬ 
ally want to do O It’s a drag, having to write 
all the Christmas cards. 2. □ in drag (of a 
man) wearing women’s clothes 3. smoking a 
cigarette; one puff on a cigarette O I’ll just 
pop out for a drag. 

drag and drop /.drasg on 'drop/ verb to 
move an icon or section of text or object from 
one area of the screen of a computer to 
another 

© drag on /,draeg 'on/ verb to go on slowly 
O The dinner party seemed to drag on for 
hours. 

dragon /'draegon/ noun 1. a mythological 
animal which breathes fire O The national 
emblem of Wales is a red dragon. 2. an un¬ 
friendly woman who seems frightening 
dragonfly /'draegonflai/ noun a long in¬ 
sect with bright transparent wings which of¬ 
ten flies near water (NOTE: The plural is 
dragonflies.) 

dragoon /dro'guin/ noun an armed soldier 
on a horse (dated) O The dragoons attacked 
the French cavalry. ■ verb to force someone 
O Mother dragooned us all into helping move 
the furniture. 

drain /drein/ noun 1. a pipe for carrying 
waste water away O In the autumn the drains 
get blocked by leaves. O We had to phone the 
council to come and clear the blocked drain. 
□ it’s just like pouring money down the 
drain it’s a waste of money (informal) t 
laugh 2. a gradual loss o The office in Paris 
is a continual drain on our resources. ■ verb 
1. to remove a liquid O Boil the potatoes for 
ten minutes, drain and leave to cool. 2. to 


drape 

drink all the liquid that is in something such 
as a cup or a glass O He drained his glass and 
asked for some more. 

drainage /'dreimd 3 / noun the process of 
removing water by means of drains 
drained /dreind/ adj □ to look drained to 
look pale and tired out O After the interview 
she looked completely drained. 
draining board /'dreinir) bo:d/ noun a 
slightly sloping surface next to a sink 
drainpipe /'dreinpaip/ noun a pipe on the 
outside of a house which takes water down to 
the drains 

drake /dreik/ noun a male duck (NOTE: A 
female duck is called a duck; the young are 

ducklings.) 

© drama /'draimo/ noun 1. a serious per¬ 
formance in a theatre O The ‘Globe ’ has put 
on an unknown Elizabethan drama. O I’m 
reading a book on 19th-century French 
drama. O a new TV drama series about life in 
the Lake District O She’s a drama student or 
she’s studying drama. □ drama department 
a department in a college which teaches seri¬ 
ous theatre 2. a series of serious and exciting 
events O He always makes a drama out of ev¬ 
erything. O a day of high drama in the court 
O the drama of the rescue of the children by 
helicopter 

© dramatic /dro'mastik/ adj 1. sudden, un¬ 
expected and very noticeable O The door was 
flung open and she made a dramatic en¬ 
trance. O The TV news showed dramatic pic¬ 
tures of the rescue of the children. O the 
dramatic moment in the film, when the dino¬ 
saurs start to attack children 2. referring to 
drama O a dramatic performance which be¬ 
gins at 7.30 O his latest dramatic work for 
radio 

dramatically /dro'mastikli/ adv in a very 
dramatic way 

dramatics /dro'mastiks/ noun the practice 
of performing plays, usually by people who 
are not paid to act 

dramatisation /.draemotai'zeiJXojn/, 
dramatization noun the adaptation of some¬ 
thing for TV or the theatre 
dramatise /'draemotaiz/, dramatize verb 
1. to adapt a novel for TV or the theatre O 
The novel was dramatised by J. Smith. 2. to 
make something seem much more dramatic 
than it really is O There’s no need to drama¬ 
tise the situation, it’s bad enough as it is. 
dramatist /'drasmotist/ noun a person 
who writes plays. Synonym playwright 
© drank /drasrjk/ C> drink 
drape /dreip/ verb 1. to hang cloth around 
something O The statue was draped in a 
white cloth ready to be unveiled. O He wore a 
long scarf draped over his shoulders. 2. to 


drapery 

hang something long over something O He 
draped his legs over the back of the seat. 
drapery /'dreipori/ noun a thin cloth which 
is draped around something O She was 
clothed in thin draperies. (NOTE: The plural 
is draperies.) 

drapes /dreips/ plural noun US curtains o 
Open the drapes - it’s light outside. 
drastic /'draestik/ adj severe, which has a 
sharp effect 

drastically /'draestikli/ adv severely, with 
a sharp effect 

(D draught /draift/ noun 1. a flow of cool 
air into a room O Don’t sit in a draught. 2. □ 
draught beer, beer on draught beer which 
is served from a barrel, and not in a bottle or 
can O I’ll have a pint of draught, please. 3. 
the depth of water which a ship needs to float 
and not touch the bottom (NOTE: [all senses] 
The US spelling is draft.) 
draughts /dra:fts/ noun a board game 
played with black and white round pieces O 
Would you like a game of draughts or to play 
draughts? O Draughts is a much simpler 
game than chess. (NOTE: not plural, and 
takes a singular verb. The US term is 
checkers.) 

draughtsman /'draiftsmon/ noun a per¬ 
son who draws plans for machines or build¬ 
ings (NOTE: The plural is draughtsmen. 
The US spelling is draftsman.) 

(D draughty /'draifti/ adj with cool air 
flowing into it (NOTE: draughtier - 
draughtiest. The US spelling is drafty.) 

3) draw /dro:/ noun 1. the act of choosing 
the winner in a lottery O The draw is held on 
Saturdays. O We are holding a draw to raise 
money for the local hospital. 2. a game where 
there is no winner O The game ended in a 
draw, 2-2. 3. an attraction O The zoo is a 
great draw for children. O The new safari 
park will be the biggest draw in the area. 4. 
□ he is quick on the draw he reacts very 
quickly ■ verb 1. to make a picture with a 
pen or pencil O He drew a picture of the 
house. O She's drawing a pot of flowers. 2. 
not to have a winner in a game O The teams 
drew 2 - 2. □ the match was drawn neither 
side won 3. to pull open or to close O Can 
you draw the curtains - it’s getting dark. O 
She drew the curtains and let in the sun. 4. to 
pull out O He drew a notepad out of his 
pocket. O She was drawing water from a 
well. □ to draw lots to take pieces of paper 
from a box to decide something. The person 
who has the marked piece wins. O We drew 
lots to decide who would go first. O They 
drew lots for the bottle of whisky. 5. to re¬ 
ceive money O He doesn’t draw a salary, but 
charges us for his expenses. O Next year I’ll 
be drawing my old age pension. 6. □ he drew 
a blank he was unsuccessful in his search □ 


draw up 

to draw the line at something to refuse to 
do something O I draw the line at inviting 
your sister to my birthday party. 

drawback /'droibaek/ noun a thing 
which is not convenient or which causes 
a problem. Synonym disadvantage. Ant¬ 
onym advantage 

drawbridge /'droibrid 3 / noun a bridge 
which can be raised or moved down so that 
people can move across an area water 
(D drawer /'droio/ noun 1 . a part of a desk 
or cupboard like an open box which slides in 
and out and which you pull with a handle O / 
keep my cheque book in the top drawer of my 
desk. 2. a person who writes a cheque or a 
bill asking for money to be paid to someone 
□ the bank returned the cheque to drawer 
the bank would not pay the cheque because 
the person who wrote it did not have enough 
money in the account to pay it 
draw in /,droi 'in/ verb □ the nights or 
days are drawing in it is becoming darker 
earlier because winter is approaching 
(D drawing /'dronrj/ noun 1. the art of mak¬ 
ing pictures with pencil or pen O He studied 
drawing in Rome. 2. a picture done with 
pencil or pen O I’ve bought an old drawing of 
the church. □ it’s back to the drawing 
board we’ll have to start planning all over 
again 

drawing board /'dronrj bo:d/ noun a 
large board used by designers to work on 
drawing pin /’dronr) pin/ noun a pin with 
a large flat head, used for fixing papers to a 
surface such as a wall (NOTE: The US term is 
thumbtack.) 

drawing room /'dronr) ruim/ noun a sit¬ 
ting room, a room for sitting and talking in, 
but not eating 

drawl /droil/ noun a slow way of speaking 
O He spoke with a southern drawl. ■ verb to 
speak slowly, making the words seem long O 
‘Come up and see me some time ’, she 
drawled. 

® drawn /droin/ adj 1. tired and ill o She 
looked drawn after spending all night with 
her sick baby. 2. i> draw 
drawn-out /.drain 'aut/ adj □ long 
drawn-out taking a very long time O There 
was long drawn-out argument about who 
was going to pay the bill. 

(D draw up /,droi 'Ap/ verb 1. to come close 
and stop O As I was standing at the bus stop, 
a car drew up and the driver asked if I 
wanted a lift. 2. to write down something, 
e.g. a plan O They have drawn up a plan to 
save money. O Have you drawn up a list of 
people you want to invite to the party? 3. to 
move something closer O Draw your chairs 
up to the table. 


250 


dread 


251 


dread /dred/ noun great fear o The sound 
of his voice filled her with dread. O She has a 
dread of being touched. □ in dread of being 
very afraid of O They lived in constant dread 
of being arrested by the secret police. ■ verb 
to fear something greatly O I’m dreading tak¬ 
ing my driving test. O She dreads her weekly 
visit to the doctor. Antonym look forward 
to 

dreaded /'dredid/ adj awful, frightening 
( humorous) 

(D dreadful /'dredf(o)l/ adj very bad or un¬ 
pleasant. Antonym lovely 
d) dreadfully /'dredf(3)li/ adv extremely, 
in a way that is not good or pleasant 
dreadlocks /'dredloks/ plural noun a hair¬ 
style where your hair is plaited into thick 
strands O He had his hair in dreadlocks. 

(D dream /driim/ noun 1. things which you 
think you see happening while you are asleep 
O She had a dream about big pink elephants. 
2. things which you imagine and hope will 
happen in the future O All his dreams of 
wealth collapsed when he lost his job. O The 
results surpassed our wildest dreams. O 
Never in your wildest dreams did you imag¬ 
ine you would end up in such an important 
job. 3. something you would really like to do 
or to see happen O His dream is to appear on 
Broadway. O They finally realised their 
dream of owning a cottage in the country. 4. 
something very pleasant or delicious O That 
chocolate mousse was a dream. ■ verb 1 . to 
think you see things happening while you are 
asleep O He was dreaming of white sand and 
a blue tropical sea. O I dreamt about you last 
night. O Last night I dreamt I was drowning. 
2. to think about something □ not to dream 
of doing something not to consider doing 
something O She wouldn ’t dream of wearing 
a big hat like that. 3. to imagine something 
which does not exist O I never said that-you 
must have been dreaming! (NOTE: he 
dreamed or he dreamt /dremt/) ■ adj best 
possible, what you really want O They found 
their dream house in a small town by the sea. 
O The game is to select your dream team for 
the World Cup. 

dreamer /'driimo/ noun a person who is 
out of touch with practical things. Synonym 

visionary 

dreamt /dremt/ 0 dream 

dreamy /'driimi/ adj as if you are dreaming 

(NOTE: dreamier - dreamiest) 

dreary /'driori/ adj sad or gloomy; not in¬ 
teresting (NOTE: drearier - dreariest) 

dredge /dred 3 / verb 1. to remove dirt or 
sand from the bottom of a river or lake O 
They had to spend weeks dredging the chan¬ 
nel so that boats can still get to the harbour. 
2. to cover something with a substance such 


dressing room 

as sugar or flour O When the pie is cooked, 
dredge it with icing sugar. 
dredger /'dred 3 o/ noun a boat with a crane 
and large scoop, used for dredging 
dregs /dregz/ plural noun the parts of a 
drink which are left in a cup or glass when 
you have finished drinking O He poured the 
dregs down the sink. □ the dregs of society 
the worst people in society 
drench /drentJV verb to soak something 
(D dress /dres/ noun 1. a piece of a 
woman’s or girl’s clothing, covering more or 
less all the body O She was wearing a blue 
dress. (NOTE: The plural is dresses.) 2. spe¬ 
cial clothes ■ verb 1 . to put clothes on o He 
got up, dressed and left home. O She dressed 
her little girl all in blue. 2. to clean and put a 
bandage on a wound O The nurse will dress 
the cut on your knee. 3. to prepare food O She 
dressed the salad with slices of cucumber 
and tomatoes. 4. □ to dress a window to ar¬ 
range the display in a shop window 
dressage /'dresa^/ noun a competition in 
which horses show how well trained they are 
(D dressed /drest/ adj 1 . wearing clothes o 
I can’t come down to see the visitors - I’m 
not dressed yet. O She was dressed all in 
black. □ to get dressed to dress yourself O 
Get dressed and come downstairs. O He got 
up, got dressed and then had breakfast. □ 
dressed to kill wearing your best clothes 2. 
□ dressed (up) as wearing the costume of O 
He went to the party dressed (up) as a police¬ 
man. □ dressed up to the nines wearing 
your very best clothes O I saw her going out 
all dressed up to the nines. 
dresser /'dreso/ noun 1. a piece of kitchen 
furniture with open shelves above and cup¬ 
boards below O Put the plates back in the 
kitchen dresser. 2. a person who dresses in a 
certain way O He’s a very smart dresser. 3. a 
person who helps someone dress, in a theatre 
the person who helps the actors with their 
costumes 

dressing /'dresig/ noun 1. putting on 
clothes O Dressing the baby takes ages. 2. a 
sauce for salad □ French dressing a mixture 
of oil and vinegar 3. a bandage for a wound O 
The dressings need to be changed every 
hour. 

dressing-down /.dresig 'daun/ noun the 
action of telling someone that you do not ap¬ 
prove of what they have done ( informal ) 
dressing gown /'dresig gaun/ noun a 
long robe worn over pyjamas or a nightdress 
dressing room /'dresig ru:m/ noun a 
room in which you change your clothes, es¬ 
pecially a room in a theatre where actors or 
actresses get dressed in costume, or a room in 
a sports club where people change into their 
sports clothes 


dressing table 

dressing table /'dresig ,teib(o)l/ noun a 
piece of bedroom furniture with a mirror or 
mirrors (NOTE: The US term is dresser.) 
dressmaker /'dresmeiko/ noun a person 
who makes women’s clothes 
dress rehearsal /.dres ri'h3is(9)l/ noun 

1. the last rehearsal for a play, where the ac¬ 
tors wear costumes, and the scenery is ready 
O The dress rehearsal was excellent, I hope 
they perform as well as that on the first night. 

2. the final practice for something O The at¬ 
tack on the police station was only a dress re¬ 
hearsal for the coup d ’etat which took place 
the following week. 

dress up /,dres 'Ap/ verb 1. to put on cos¬ 
tumes O The children love dressing up as 
doctors and nurses. 2. to wear your best ele¬ 
gant clothes O Don’t dress up - come just as 
you are. 

dressy /'dresi/ adj (of person) wearing for¬ 
mal and fashionable clothes 
dribble /'drib(o)l/ verb 1 . to let liquid flow 
slowly out of an opening, especially out of 
your mouth O The baby dribbled over her 
dress. O Ketchup dribbled onto the table¬ 
cloth. 2. to kick a football along as you are 
running or to move a ball along with one 
hand as you are running 
dribs and drabs /,dribz on 'draebzs/ 
plural noun little bits □ in dribs and drabs a 
little at a time O We finally pieced together 
what had happened in dribs and drabs. 
dried, drier, dries, driest /draid, - 
'draio, draiz, 'draiost/ 1 > dry 
drier /'draio/, dryer noun a machine which 
dries 

drift /drift/ noun 1. a general meaning o 
Did you follow the drift of the conversation? 
O My Italian isn’t very good, but I got the 
drift of what they were saying. O I think she 
got the general drift of my argument. 2. a pile 
of snow blown by the wind O Snow lay in 
drifts around the farmhouse. ■ verb 1. to 
move with the flow of water, without steer¬ 
ing O The boat drifted down the river for two 
miles. 2. to move aimlessly O After the 
match, the spectators drifted towards the ex¬ 
its. 3. (of snow) to pile up o The snow began 
to drift in the high wind. 4. to behave aim¬ 
lessly, to avoid taking any decisions O The 
government lost its sense of purpose and 
started to drift. □ to let things drift to avoid 
taking any decisions 5. to move slowly in a 
certain direction O Prices drifted downwards. 
drift apart /.drift o'pait/ verb to move 
away from each other gradually 
drifter /'drifts/ noun a person with no set 
plan in life, or a person who moves from job 
to job without staying anywhere very long. 
Synonym wanderer 


drip 

driftwood /'driftwud/ noun wood which 
floats and is blown onto the seashore. Syn¬ 
onym flotsam (NOTE: no plural) 

® drill /dril/ noun 1. a tool for making holes 
in a hard substance such as wood or metal O 
He used an electric drill to make the holes in 
the wall. 2. the action of practising marching, 
especially in the armed forces O New recruits 
spend hours practising their drill. □ what’s 
the drill? what’s the next thing to do now? 
(informal) o I’ve never been to a board meet¬ 
ing before so you ’ll have to tell me what’s the 
drill. ■ verb 1 . to make holes with a drill o 
He drilled two holes for the screws. O They 
are drilling for oil. 2 . to do military practice 
O Recruits were drilling on the parade 
ground. 

(S) drink /drirjk/ noun 1. a liquid which you 
swallow O If you ’re thirsty, have a drink of 
water. O She always has a hot drink before 
she goes to bed. 2. an alcoholic drink O 
Would you like a drink? O Come and have a 
drink. O I’ll order some drinks from the bar. 
■ verb 1 . to swallow liquid O He drank two 
glasses of water. O What would you like to 
drink? O Do you want something to drink 
with your meal? 2 . to drink alcoholic drinks 
O She doesn 't drink or she never drinks. □ he 
drinks like a fish he drinks a lot of alcohol 3. 
□ to drink a toast to someone to drink and 
wish someone well O We all drank a toast to 
the future success of the company. 
drinkable /'drigk9b(9)l/ adj good enough 
to drink 

drink-driver /.drigk 'draivo/ noun a per¬ 
son who drives a car when drunk 
drink-driving /.drirjk 'draivig/ noun driv¬ 
ing a car when drunk 

drinker /'drirjks/ noun a person who usu¬ 
ally drinks a particular quantity or type of al¬ 
cohol, or a person who drinks too much 
alcohol regularly O She’s only a light 
drinker. O They’re all beer drinkers. O Her 
father was drinker. 

drinking /'drigkig/ noun the act or process 
of drinking a lot of alcohol, especially fre¬ 
quently and over a period of time 

drinking chocolate /'drigkig .tjbkbt/ 
noun powdered chocolate used to make a 
milk drink 

drinking fountain /'drigkig .fauntin/ 
noun a public tap where you can drink water 
drinking water /'drirjkirj .woito/ noun 
water which is safe to drink 
drink to /'drigk tu:/ verb to give someone 
good wishes for success or happiness in the 
future, especially by having a drink 
drink up /.drirjk 'Ap/ verb to drink all of a 
liquid 

drip /drip/ noun 1. a small drop of water o 
There’s a hole in the tent - a drip just fell on 
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drizzle 


drip-dry 

my nose. 2. a liquid given to a patient directly 
into the body, or the tube used to put a liquid 
into a patient’s body ■ verb to fall in drops, 
or to let a liquid fall in drops O The tap is 
dripping. O His nose is dripping because he 
has a cold. O Water was dripping from the 
roof. Synonym dribble □ dripping wet very 
wet 

drip-dry /'drip drai/ adjn drip-dry shirt a 

shirt which does not crease if hung to dry 
while wet 

dripping noun fat that comes out of a piece 
of beef when you cook it ■ adj extremely wet 
<D drive /draiv/ noun 1. a journey, espe¬ 
cially in a car O Let's go for a drive into the 
country. O The baby gets sick on long drives. 
O It’s a four-hour drive to the coast. 2. the 
way in which power gets from the engine 
to a car’s wheels O a car with front-wheel 
drive O a four-wheel-drive car 3. the place 
where the driver sits O a car with left-hand 
drive (NOTE: British cars are right-hand 
drive.) 4. a part of a computer which 
works a disk O The computer has a CD-ROM 
drive. 5. an energetic way of working O We 
need someone with plenty of drive to run 
the sales department. 6. a little road leading 
to a house O Visitors can park in the 
drive. 7. (in golf or cricket) hitting the ball 
hard and far ■ verb 1. to make a motor 
vehicle travel in a certain direction O He 
can swim, but he can’t drive. O He was 
driving a lorry when the accident happened. 
O She was driving to work when she 
heard the news on the car radio. □ I’ll drive 
your aunt to the airport I’ll take her to the 
airport in my car 2. to force something O He 
drove the nail into the wall. 3. □ to drive 
someone crazy or mad to have an effect on 
someone so that they become very annoyed 
( informal ) o The noise is driving me mad. o 
All this work is driving her crazy. 4. (in golf 
or cricket) to hit the ball hard and far (NOTE: 
driving - drove /drouv/ - has driven 
/'driv(o)n/) 

drive at /'draiv set/ verb (informal) □ what 
is he driving at? what is he trying to say? O / 
don’t know what he’s driving at. 

® drive away /.drarv o'wei/ verb 1. to 
ride away in a motor vehicle O The bank rob¬ 
bers leapt into a car and drove away at top 
speed. 2. to take someone away in a motor 
vehicle O The children were driven away in a 
police car. 3. to force something or someone 
to go away O The smell of the drains is driv¬ 
ing our customers away. 

® drive back /.draiv 'bask/ verb 1. to go 
back or to come back in a motor vehicle O 
We were driving back to London after a day 
out. 2. to force someone or something back O 
The police drove the demonstrators back into 
the square. 


drive-by /'draiv bai/ noun the firing of a 
gun at somebody from a moving vehicle ■ 
adj performed very quickly and with a lack 
of care or purpose 

drive in /,draiv 'in/ verb 1. to go in by car 
O Each car that drives in is issued with a 
ticket. 2. to force in O The shepherd stood by 
the gate, waiting for the dogs to drive the 
sheep in. 

drive-in /'draiv in/ adj, noun bank, cin¬ 
ema, restaurant, etc. where cars drive up for 
service O We went to see the movie at the lo¬ 
cal drive-in. O We got a Chinese takeaway at 
a drive-in restaurant. 

drivel /'driv(9)l/ noun rubbish. Synonym 

nonsense 

® driven /'driv(o)n/ £> drive 
d> drive off /.draiv 'of/ verb 1 . to ride away 
in a motor vehicle O The bank robbers leapt 
into a car and drove off at top speed. 2. to 
force someone or something to go away O 
They drove off the attackers with shotguns. 

(D driver /'draivo/ noun a person who 
drives a vehicle such as a car or train O He’s 
got a job as a bus driver. O The drivers of 
both cars were injured in the accident. Syn¬ 
onym chauffeur 

driver’s license /'draivoz ,lais(o)ns/ 
noun US same as driving licence 

drive-through /'draiv 9ru:/ noun a busi¬ 
ness that serves people who wait by a special 
window in their cars 

driveway /'draivwei/ noun a short private 
road leading to a house 
d> driving /'draivirj/ adj (of rain or snow) 
blown horizontally by the wind O They were 
forced to turn back because of the driving 
rain. ■ noun the action of driving a motor 
vehicle O Driving in the centre of London 
can be very frustrating. O She’s taking driv¬ 
ing lessons. □ careless driving driving in 
such a way that other people or vehicles may 
be harmed O He was charged with careless 
driving. □ drunken driving the offence of 
driving a car when drunk, t drink-driving 
® driving licence /'draivirj ,lais(o)ns/ 
noun a permit which allows someone to 
drive a vehicle on public roads (NOTE: The 
US term is driver’s license.) 
driving mirror /'drarvig 'miro/, 
rear-view mirror /,rio vjui 'miro/ noun a 
mirror inside a car which allows the driver to 
see what is behind without turning his head 
driving school /'draivirj skuil/ noun a 
school where you can learn to drive a car, 
truck, etc. 

d> driving test /'draivig test/ noun a test 
which you have to pass to get a driving 
licence 

drizzle /'dnz(o)l/ noun light rain o A thin 
drizzle was falling so we took our umbrellas. 


drizzly 

Antonym downpour ■ verb to rain a little o 
It’s drizzling outside, so you need a raincoat. 
drizzly /'drizli/ adj when it is raining 
lightly. Synonym damp 
dromedary /'dromod^ri/ noun a camel 
with only one hump. Also called Arabian 
camel (NOTE: The camel with two humps is 
a Bactrian camel.) 

drone /droun/ noun 1. a male bee o The 
workers are busy getting pollen, while the 
drones do nothing. (NOTE: In a bee colony, 
the females are workers.) 2. a buzz of an 
insect, of an engine O I could hear the drone 
of a small aircraft in the distance. 3. a mo¬ 
notonous sound O The drone of the bagpipes 
sounded across the lake. ■ verb 1 . to buzz o 
We could hear a small aircraft droning over¬ 
head. 2. to talk slowly and in a monotonous 
voice O The lecturer droned on and on about 
population statistics. 

drool /dru:l/ verb 1. to slobber o A baby 
drooling in his high chair. 2. to show exces¬ 
sive pleasure about something O I absolutely 
drooled over the painting. 
droop /druip/ verb to hang down □ his 
spirits drooped he felt miserable 
® drop /drop/ noun 1. a small amount of 
liquid which falls O The roof leaks and we 
have placed a bucket to catch the drops. O 
Drops of rain ran down the windows. 2. a 
small amount of liquid □ would you like a 
drop of whisky? would you like a small 
glass of whisky? 3. a liquid medicine to be 
given in small quantities O I was given some 
drops for my eyes. 4. a distance which you 
might fall O There is a drop of three metres 
from the bathroom window to the ground. 5. 
a decrease O Sales show a drop of 10%. 6. □ 
at the drop of a hat immediately O If you 
phone him he ’ll come at the drop of a hat. ■ 
verb 1. to fall or let something fall o He 
dropped the glass and it broke. O The plate 
dropped onto the floor. 2. to decrease O 
Prices are dropping. O Take a warm pull¬ 
over, because at night the temperature can 
drop quite sharply. □ the wind has dropped 
the wind has stopped blowing 3. to let some¬ 
one get off a bus or car at a place O I’ll drop 
you at your house. O The bus dropped her at 
the school. 4. □ to drop someone a line to 
send someone a note ( informal) o Drop me a 
line when you are back from the USA. 5. to 
give up O They have dropped the idea of go¬ 
ing to settle in Australia. O The whole plan 
has been dropped because of the cost. 
drop by /'drop 'bai /, drop in /'drop 'in/, 
drop round /'drop 'raund/ verb to call on 
someone, to visit someone 
drop-down menu /.drop daun 'menjui/ 
noun a list of choices which appears on a 
computer screen, and stays there until you 
click on one of them 


drugstore 

drop-in centre /'drop in ,sento/ noun a 
place which people can visit without arrang¬ 
ing a time, to get advice or information, or to 
meet other people 

droplet /'drDplot/ noun a very small drop 
of liquid 

<D drop off /.drop 'of/ verb 1. to fall asleep 
O She dropped off in front of the TV. O It took 
me ages to drop off. 2. □ to drop someone 
off to let someone who is a passenger in a car 
get out somewhere O Can you drop me off at 
the post office? 

drop out /.drop 'aut/ verb 1. to stop com¬ 
peting O He got as far as the semi-finals but 
dropped out because of a shoulder injury. 2. 
to decide to give up your ordinary job or 
studies, usually because you want to live a 
more simple life O He dropped out and went 
to live on a beach in India. 
dropout /'drDpaut/ noun a person who has 
stopped studying or stopped living 
conventionally 

droppings /'drDpirjz/ plural noun solid 
waste matter from animals O The grass was 
covered with rabbit and sheep droppings. 
Synonym dung 

(D drought /draut/ noun a long period 
when there is no rain and when the land is 
dry. Synonym lack. Antonym abundance 
® drove /drouv/p drive 
droves /drouvz/ plural noun large numbers 
(D drown /draun/ verb 1. to die by being 
unable to breathe in water O He drowned in a 
shallow pool. 2. to cover up a sound O The 
shouting drowned his speech. 
drowsily /'drauzili/ adv sleepily 
drowsiness /'drauzinos/ noun a feeling 
of wanting to go to sleep 
drowsy /'drauzi/ adj sleepy. Antonym 
awake (NOTE: drowsier - drowsiest) 
drudge /drAd 3 / noun a person who does 
hard boring work 

drudgery /'drAd 3 ori/ noun hard boring 
work 

(D drug /drAg/ noun 1. medicine O They 
have found a new drug for people with ar¬ 
thritis. 2. a substance which affects the 
nerves, and which can be habit-forming O 
The customs are looking for such things as 
drugs or alcohol. □ drug addict a person 
who takes drugs as a habit □ drug dealer a 
person who sells illegal drugs to other people 
■ verb to give someone a drug o They 
drugged him and took him away in a car. 
(NOTE: drugging - drugged) 

(D drugstore /'drAgsto:/ noun US a shop 
where medicines can be bought, as well as 
many other goods such as shampoo, writing 
paper, etc. (NOTE: The British term is a 
chemist’s, though many chemists do not 
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duck 


sell the same variety of goods as an Ameri¬ 
can drugstore.) 

drum /drAm/ noun 1. a large round musical 
instrument which is hit with a stick O He 
plays the drums in the band. 2. a large barrel 
or container shaped like a cylinder O Oil 
drums were piled up in the corner of the 
yard. ■ verb 1. to play on a drum 2. to hit 
something frequently O He drummed his fin¬ 
gers on the table. □ to drum something into 
someone to make someone leam something 
O My grandfather drummed it into me that I 
had to be polite to customers. 
drummer /'drAmo/ noun a person who 
plays the drums 

drumming /'drAmir)/ noun a sound like a 
drum being hit over and over again 
drumstick /'drAmstik/ noun 1. a wooden 
stick for playing a drum O He threw his 
drumstick in the air between beating time on 
the bass drum. 2. the lower part of the leg of 
a cooked bird such as a chicken or turkey O 
Who wants the drumstick? O He had a cold 
turkey drumstick for his lunch. 

(D drunk /drAgk/ adj excited or ill because 
of drinking too much alcohol O When he’s 
drunk, he shouts at his children, i) drink. 
Synonym inebriated ■ noun a person who 
is drunk O A drunk came up to me and asked 
for money. 

drunkard /'drArjkod/ noun a person who 
has a habit of drinking too much alcohol 
drunken /'di'Aqkon/ adj who has drunk too 
much alcohol. i> driving 
® dry /drai/ adj 1 . not wet o Don’t touch the 
door - the paint isn’t dry yet. O The soil is 
dry because it hasn’t rained for weeks. 2. 
with no rain O They are forecasting dry 
sunny periods. 3. (of wine) not sweet o A dry 
white wine is served with fish. 4. amusing by 
pretending to be serious □ to have a dry 
sense of humour to make jokes by pretend¬ 
ing not to know they are funny O He has a 
wonderfully dry sense of humour. 5. without 
tears □ at the end of the film there wasn’t a 
dry eye in the house the film made all the 
audience cry (NOTE: drier - driest) ■ verb 
1. to stop being wet O The clothes are drying 
in the sun. O Leave the dishes on the draining 
board to dry. 2. to wipe something until it is 
dry O If I wash up, can you dry or dry the 
dishes for me? (NOTE: drying - dried) 
dry-clean /,drai 'kliin/ verb to clean 
clothes or other fabric items with chemicals 
dry-cleaner’s /drai 'kliinoz/ noun a shop 
where clothes are dry-cleaned 
dry dock /drai 'dok/ noun a section of a 
harbour from which the water can be re¬ 
moved, so that the underside of a ship can be 
repaired 

dryer /'dram/ noun 0 drier 


dry ice /drai 'ais/ noun frozen carbon diox¬ 
ide used to produce very cold temperatures 
dryer /'dranrj/ 1 ) dry 

dry land /drai 'laend/ noun 1. the land, not 
the sea 2. areas of land prone to severe 
drought, e.g. deserts and savannas 
dry out /,drai 'aut/ verb 1. to become com¬ 
pletely dry O Hang up your coat to dry out in 
front of the fire. 2. to try to stop drinking al¬ 
cohol O He went to a clinic in London to dry 
out. 

dry rot /drai 'rat/ noun a decay in the 
wooden parts of a house caused by a fungus 
dry run /drai 'rAn/ noun a practice ( infor¬ 
mal) 

dry season /'drai ,si:z(9)n/ noun a period 
of the year when it does not rain much. Com¬ 
pare rainy season 

<D dry up /,drai 'ap/ verb 1. to stop flowing 
O The heat wave has made the rivers dry up. 
O The government grants have dried up and 
it looks as though the theatre will have to 
close. 2. to stop talking, because you can’t re¬ 
member what you were going to say O He 
dried up in the middle of his speech, and sat 
down hurriedly. O As soon as she got on the 
stage she dried up. 

dual /'djuml/ adj existing as a pair. Syn¬ 
onym double □ she has dual nationality 
she is a citizen of two countries, i) 

carriageway 

dual carriageway /.djuml 'k 2 erid 3 wei/ 
noun a road with two lanes in each direction, 
with a barrier between the two sides (NOTE: 
The US term is two-lane highway.) 

(D dub /dAb/ verb 1. to give someone a nick¬ 
name O At college he was dubbed Tom ‘Pig¬ 
pen ’ Smith because his room was so dirty. 2. 
to add dialogue to a film in a different lan¬ 
guage from the original O The fdm has been 
dubbed into Swedish. (NOTE: dubbing - 
dubbed) 

dubious /'djuibios/ adj 1. suspicious o 
There were some dubious characters hang¬ 
ing around outside the off-licence. O Have 
you heard about his dubious past in South 
America? 2. doubtful, hesitating O I’m dubi¬ 
ous about getting involved. O Everyone else 
seems to believe her story, but personally I’m 
dubious about it. 

duchess /'dAtJis/ noun the wife of a duke 
(NOTE: The plural is duchesses.) 
duchy /'dAtJi/ noun a territory ruled by a 
duke or duchess 

® duck /dAk/ noun 1 . a common water bird 
O Let’s go and feed the ducks in St James ’ 
Park. 0 water (NOTE: The male is a drake, 
the female a duck and the young are duck¬ 
lings.) 2. the meat of this bird O We’re hav¬ 
ing roast duck for dinner. 3. (in cricket) a 
score of zero O He scored a duck in his last 


duck-billed platypus 

two matches. ■ verb to lower your head 
quickly to avoid hitting something O She did- 
n’t duck in time and the ball hit her on the 
head. O He ducked as he went through the 
low doorway. 

duck-billed platypus /,dAk bild 
'pketipos/ noun an Australian mammal 
which lives in water and lays eggs (NOTE: 
The plural is platypuses.) 
duckling /'dAklig/ noun 1. a baby duck o 
A duck with six little ducklings. 2. a small 
duck O We had roast duckling and orange 
sauce. 

duct /dAkt/ noun 1. a tube which carries 
liquids in the body □ tear duct a duct which 
brings tears into the nose and eyes 2. a tube 
which carries air or wires in a building O The 
central heating ducts caught fire. 
dud /dAd/ adj false ( informal ) o He paid me 
with a dud £10 note. Synonym useless. Ant¬ 
onym usable ■ noun 1 . a false banknote o 
The £50 note was a dud. 2. something which 
does not work properly O Most of the fire¬ 
works in the box were duds. 
dude /dju:d/ noun US 1. a man who is 
very interested in clothes O that dude, with 
his stiff collar and wide pink tie 2. a visitor 
from a city on the East coast to a ranch in the 
Midwest 

dude ranch /dju:d 'raintJV noun US a 
ranch where city people can come for 
vacations 

(D due /dju:/ adj 1. expected O When is the 
baby due? O We are due to leave London 
Airport at 5 o ’clock. O The plane is due to 
arrive at 10.30 or is due at 10.30. 2. □ in due 
course later o In due course you will have to 
pass an exam. 3. owed □ to fall due, to be¬ 
come due to be ready for payment □ balance 
due to us an amount owed to us which 
should be paid 4. □ due for likely to get o 
We’re due for a thunderstorm after all this 
hot weather. O She must be due for retire¬ 
ment this year. ■ adv straight O The plane 
flew due west. O Go due east for ten miles 
and you will see the church on your left. Syn¬ 
onym directly. Antonym indirectly ■ noun 
what is deserved □ to give him his due he 
works very hard to be fair to him, you must 
see that he works very hard 
duel /'djuiol/ noun a fight between two 
people with weapons such as swords or guns 
O They fought a duel over a girl. O He chal¬ 
lenged the doctor to a duel. Synonym con¬ 
test (NOTE: Do not confuse with dual.) ■ 
verb to fight a duel 

dues /djuiz/ plural noun money owed as a 
fee or regular payment 
duet /dju:'et/ noun a piece of music played 
or sung by two people 

due to /'dju: tu:/ adj because of o The 
trains are late due to fog. 


dump 

duff Idxfl adj which doesn’t work, which is 
no good 

duffel bag /'dAf(o)l basg / noun a thick 
cloth bag closed by a string 
duffel coat /'dAf(o)l kout/ noun a thick 
woollen coat, with a hood (NOTE: sometimes 
also spelt duffle) 

duff up /,dAf 'Ap/ verb to beat someone up 
{slang) 

<D dug IdAgl verb C> dig 
dugout /'dAgaut/ noun 1. a hole in the 
ground which is a shelter for soldiers o They 
sat in a dugout for hours, waiting for the or¬ 
der to advance. 2. a bench by the side of a 
football pitch where the managers and extra 
team members sit O The manager was yelling 
instructions from the dugout. 3. □ dugout ca¬ 
noe a canoe made from a tree trunk O Natives 
came down the river in dugout canoes. 
duke /dju:k/ noun a nobleman of the high¬ 
est rank, t duchess 

(D dull /d\V adj 1. not exciting, not interest¬ 
ing O The story is rather dull. O What’s so in¬ 
teresting about old churches? - I find them 
dull. 2. {of weather) grey and miserable O a 
dull cloudy day 3. {of colours) not bright O 
They painted the sitting room a dull green. 
(NOTE: duller - dullest) 
duly /'djuili/ adv 1. properly, as one should 
O He duly returned the form to the tax office. 
O I declare Mrs Bond duly elected president. 
2. as was expected O We duly received a let¬ 
ter from the police. 

(D dumb /dAm/ adj 1. unable to speak 
(NOTE: Some people avoid this term be¬ 
cause it causes offence and prefer to say 
speech impaired.) □ to be struck dumb to 

be so surprised that you cannot say anything 
O He was struck dumb by the news. 2. stupid 
{informal) 

dumbfound /dAm'faund/ verb to surprise 
someone greatly. Synonym astonish 
dumbfounded /dAm'faundid/ adj greatly 
surprised 

dummy /'dAmi/ noun 1. a plastic object 
shaped like a nipple, given to a baby to suck, 
to prevent it from crying O The baby sat in its 
pram sucking a dummy. (NOTE: The US term 
is pacifier.) 2. an imitation product to pre¬ 
vent theft, or to test the reaction of possible 
customers to its design O That big bottle of 
whisky isn ’t real, it’s just a dummy. 3. US a 
stupid fool O You dummy! You put the box 
the wrong way up! (NOTE: The plural is 
dummies.) 

dummy run /'dAmi rAn / noun a practice, 
before the real thing takes place. Synonym 

rehearsal 

© dump /dAmp/ noun 1. a place for rubbish 
O Take your rubbish to the municipal dump. 
2. □ what a dump! what an awful place! ■ 
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dumpling 

verb 1. to put something heavily on the 
ground O She just dumped her suitcases in 
the hall. 2. to throw something away, to get 
rid of something O Someone has dumped an 
old pram in the car park. □ to dump goods 
on a market to sell surplus goods at a very 
cheap price, usually in another country 3. □ 
to dump someone to end a relationship with 
someone O She’s been dumped by her 
boyfriend. 

dumpling /'dAmplir)/ noun a small ball of 
dough served with hot meat 
dumps /dAmps/ plural noun (informal ) □ 
down in the dumps miserable 
dumpy /'dAmpi/ adj short and rather fat ( in¬ 
formal disapproving) 
dune /dju:n/ noun a hill of sand 
dung /dAr)/ noun solid waste from animals, 
especially cattle, often used as fertiliser. Syn¬ 
onym manure (NOTE: no plural) 
dungarees /.dAggo'riiz/ plural noun 
working clothes, formed of a pair of trousers 
and a bib covering the chest, usually of thick 
blue cloth, and worn over ordinary clothes O 
The workmen came into the cafe in their 
dungarees. 

dungeon /'dAnd 3 on/ noun a dark and un¬ 
pleasant underground prison 
dunk /dAijk/ verb to dip a biscuit or other 
food into a liquid 

dunno /do'nou/ contr don't know ( infor¬ 
mal ) O Whose car is that? - 1 dunno. 
duo /'djuiou/ noun 1. two people, usually 
two performers O a TV comedy duo 2. same 

as duet 

dupe /dju:p/ noun a person who has been 
tricked O He was the dupe of a Russian busi¬ 
nessman. Synonym victim ■ verb □ to dupe 
someone into doing something to trick 
someone into doing something O They duped 
him into giving them all the cash he had in 
his wallet. 

duplex /'djuipleks/ noun US a house for 
two families □ duplex apartment an apart¬ 
ment on two floors O They live in a duplex on 
E56th Street. 

duplicate ac//7'dju:plikot/ which is a copy 
O Put the duplicate invoices in the file. Syn¬ 
onym identical ■ noun/'djuiplikot/ a copy 
O She sent the invoice and filed the duplicate. 
Antonym original ■ verb /'djuiplikeit/ to 
make a copy of a document such as a letter O 
She duplicated the letter and put the copy 
into a file. □ you are just duplicating his 
work you are just doing the same work as he 
did earlier 

duplication /,dju:pli'keij(3)n/ noun 1. 
the act of copying or repeating something ex¬ 
actly 2. an exact copy or repeat 


duty 

duplicity /djui'plisiti/ noun the action of 
tricking someone. Synonym deceit (NOTE: 
no plural) 

durable /'dju9r3b(o)l/ adj 1. which lasts, 
which does not wear away O You need a 
really durable floor covering in a kitchen. O 
They’ve signed a peace agreement but will it 
be more durable than the last one? 2. which 
will be felt for a long time O The strike will 
have durable effects on the economy. 

(D duration /dju'reiJ(o)n/ noun the period 
of time for which something lasts 
duress /dju'res/ noun force or illegal 
threats of force used to make someone do 
something 

(D during /'djuorir)/ prep 1. while some¬ 
thing is going on O Conditions were bad dur¬ 
ing the war. 2. at a point when something is 
going on O He went to sleep during the 
concert. 

dusk /dAsk/ noun the period in the evening 
just before it gets dark. Synonym twilight 
dusky /'dAski/ adj with fairly dark skin 
® dust /dASt/ noun a thin layer of dry dirt o 
The room had never been cleaned - there 
was dust everywhere. O A tiny speck of dust 
got in my eye. Synonym powder (NOTE: no 
plural) ■ verb 1. to remove dust from some¬ 
thing O Don ’t forget to dust the Chinese 
bowls carefully. 2. to sprinkle a powder on 
something O She dusted the cake with icing 
sugar. 

<D dustbin /'dAStbin/ noun a large con¬ 
tainer for rubbish (NOTE: The US term is 

trashcan.) 

duster /'dASto/ noun a cloth for removing 
dust 

dust jacket /'dASt ,d3aekit/ noun a paper 
cover round a book 

<D dustman /'dAStmon/ noun a person em¬ 
ployed by a town to collect rubbish (NOTE: 
The plural is dustmen.) 
dustpan /'dAstpaen/ noun a small flat con¬ 
tainer for brushing dirt into 
dusty /'dASti/ adj covered with dust. Syn¬ 
onym dirty. Antonym spotless (NOTE: 
dustier - dustiest) 

® Dutch /dAt JV adj 1 . referring to the Neth¬ 
erlands O We are going on a tour to visit the 
Dutch bulb fields. 2. □ to go Dutch to share 
the cost of a meal equally between everyone 
■ noun 1. the language spoken in the Nether¬ 
lands O You will need to practise your Dutch 
if you ’re going to live in Amsterdam. 2. □ the 
Dutch the people living in the Netherlands O 
The Dutch are great travellers. 
dutiful /'dju:tif(o)l/ adj who does what 
should be done. Synonym obedient. Ant¬ 
onym disobedient 

(D duty /'djuiti/ noun 1. work which you 
have to do O One of his duties is to see that 


257 


duty-free 

the main doors are locked at night. □ to be 
duty bound to do something to be obliged 
to do something O If you have any informa¬ 
tion relating to this case, you are duty bound 
to pass it to the police. 2. □ on duty doing of¬ 
ficial work which you have to do in a job O 
He’s on duty from 9.00 to 6.00. O She’s been 
on duty all day. 3. a tax which has to be paid 
duty-free /.djuiti 'fri:/ adj, adv sold with 
no tax to be paid O He bought a duty-free 
watch at the airport or he bought the watch 
duty-free. □ duty-free allowance the amount 
of goods which you are allowed to take into a 
country without paying tax on them 
duty officer /'djuiti , of iso/ noun an offi¬ 
cer who is on duty at a certain time 
duvet /'duivei/ noun a bag full of feathers, 
used as the only covering for a bed 
DVD /,di: vi: 'di:/ noun an optical disc that 
can hold images and sound. Full form digital 
video disc 

dwarf /dwo:f/ noun 1. in fairy stories, a 
very small imaginary person O Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs. (NOTE: The plural is 
dwarfs or dwarves.) 2. a person of smaller 
than normal height (NOTE: Some people 
avoid this term as it can cause offence and 
prefer person of short stature or person 
of restricted growth.) ■ adj (of plants) 
low-growing o dwarf beans ■ verb to make 
something look very small O His house is 
dwarfed by the office block next door. 
dwell /dwel/ verb 1. □ to dwell on a prob¬ 
lem to keep thinking or talking about a prob¬ 
lem O It’s best not to dwell too much on your 
financial situation. 2. to live (dated) O There 
dwelt a beautiful princess in a castle by the 
edge of the forest. (NOTE: dwelling - 
dwelled or dwelt /dwelt/) 
dweller /'dwelo/ noun, suffix a person who 
lives in a place O Many city-dwellers have 
cottages in the country where they go for 
weekends. O Prehistoric man was a 
cave-dweller. 

(D dwelling /’dwell]]/ noun a place to live 
(formal) Synonym home 
dwindle /'dwind(9)l/ verb to get less grad¬ 
ually. Synonym decrease 
dwindling /'dwindlip/ adj which is getting 
less. Antonym burgeoning 
dye /dai/ noun a substance used to colour 
cloth O synthetic dyes O vegetable dyes □ 
fast dye a colour which will not fade when 
washed ■ verb to stain with a colour O She 


dystrophy 

dyed her hair green. (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with die.) 

® dying /' danrj/ 1 > die 

dyke /daik/, dike noun 1. a long wall of 

earth to keep water from flooding land O 

They built dykes along the river. O With this 

storm blowing from the east, do you think the 

dykes will hold? 2. a long ditch for rainwater 

O It rained all month, and the dykes were 

full. 3. a lesbian (offensive) 

dynamic /dai'nasmik/ adj very energetic 

and with a strong personality. Antonym 

lethargic 

dynamism / l dain9miz(9)m/ noun being 
dynamic. Synonym vitality. Antonym 
lethargy 

dynamite /'dainomait/ noun 1. a powerful 
explosive O They used dynamite to blow up 
the old building. 2. something or someone 
that has a very powerful effect O This news is 
dynamite! ■ verb to blow something up with 
dynamite O Guerrillas have dynamited 
stretches of railway line. 
dynamo /'dainomou/ noun 1. a small 
piece of equipment for making electricity O 
The electric light works by a dynamo at¬ 
tached to the back wheel. 2. a very energetic 
person (NOTE: The plural is dynamos.) 
dynastic /di'nasstik/ adj referring to a dy¬ 
nasty. Synonym hereditary 
dynasty /'dinosti/ noun 1. a family of rul¬ 
ers, following one after the other O The Ming 
dynasty ruled China from 1368 to 1644. O 
Henry VII founded the Tudor dynasty in 
1487. 2. a period of rule by members of the 
same family O The Great Wall of China was 
built during the Tsin dynasty. (NOTE: The 
plural is dynasties.) 

dysentery /'dis(9)ntri/ noun an infection 
of the intestines, causing bleeding and 
diarrhoea 

dysfunctional /dis'fAr)kj9n(3)l/ adj 1. 
unable to relate to other people emotionally 
and socially 2. failing to work properly 
dyslexia /dis'leksio/ noun a medical con¬ 
dition in which a person is not able to read 
and spell correctly 

dyslexic /dis'leksik/ adj affected by dys¬ 
lexia O Their daughter is dyslexic. ■ noun a 
person who has dyslexia O There are several 
dyslexics in the family. 

dyspepsia /dis'pepsio/ noun pains in the 
stomach caused by not digesting food prop¬ 
erly (technical) Synonym indigestion 
dystrophy /'distrofi/ noun 6 muscular 
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e /i:/, E noun the fifth letter of the alphabet, 
between D and F 
E abbr east 

(D each /i:tj/ adj every person or thing o 
Each five pound note has a number. O He 
was holding a towel in each hand. O Each 
one of us has a separate office. ■ pron 1 . ev¬ 
ery person O They have two houses each or 
each of them has two houses. O She gave 
them each five pounds or She gave them five 
pounds each or She gave each of them five 
pounds. 2. every thing O Each of the books 
has three hundred pages or the books have 
three hundred pages each. 

<D each Other /i:t J 'Ado/ pron the other one 
of two people or of two things o They were 
shouting at each other. O We always send 
each other presents on our birthdays. O The 
boxes fit into each other. 
eager /'i:go/ adj wanting to do something 
very much. Synonym keen 
eagerly /'iigoli/ adv in a way that shows 
that you want something very much 
eagerness /'iigonos/ noun a state of want¬ 
ing to do something very much. Synonym 
keenness. Antonym apathy 
(D eagle /'i:g(o)l/ noun a large bird of prey 
eagle-eyed /,i:g(o)l 'aid/ adj with very 
good eyesight. Synonym observant 
(D ear /is/ noun 1 . a part of your head which 
you hear with O Rabbits have long ears. O 
Have you washed behind your ears? □ to be 
up to your ears in to be very busy with (in¬ 
formal) O He’s up to his ears in work. □ to 
have or keep your ear to the ground to fol¬ 
low what is happening and know all about 
something 2. an ability to sense sound O He 
has a good ear for music. □ to play an in¬ 
strument by ear to play without reading the 
printed notes of music O She can play the pi¬ 
ano by ear. □ to play it by ear to do what 
you think is right at the time ( informal ) o We 
won’t make a plan, we ’ll just play it by ear 
and see how it goes. 3. □ an ear of corn a 
head of com with the seeds 
earache /'ioreik/ noun a pain in your ear 
eardrum /'iodrAm/ noun a part of the ear 
which vibrates with sound and passes the vi¬ 
brations to the inner ear 


earl /3il/ noun a nobleman of middle rank, 
below a marquess and above a viscount. } 

countess 

COMMENT: The title of earl is followed di¬ 
rectly by the family name; they are ad¬ 
dressed as ‘Lord’ followed by the family 
name; their wives are addressed as ‘Lady’ 
followed by the family name, 
earlier /'3ili9/ adj referring to a time before 
now or a time being mentioned O an earlier 
edition of the book O I’ll try to catch an ear¬ 
lier train. ■ adv before now or a time being 
mentioned O Can’t you come any earlier 
than Tuesday? O I tried to phone earlier but 
you were out. 

earliest /'3iliost/ adj soonest, first 
earlobe /'ioloub/ noun the lower part of the 
outside of the ear 

(D early /'3ili/ adv 1 . before the usual time o 
The plane arrived five minutes early. O We 
must get up early tomorrow morning if we 
want to catch the first boat to France. 2. at 
the beginning of a period of time O We went 
out early in the evening. O The snow came 
early in the year. ■ adj which happens at the 
beginning of a period of time, or which hap¬ 
pens before the proper time O We picked 
some early vegetables. O I caught an early 
flight to Paris. O These flowers open in early 
summer. □ at an early date soon O The 
meeting must be held at the earliest date pos¬ 
sible. □ to take early retirement to leave a 
job with a pension before the usual age for 
retirement (NOTE: earlier - earliest) 
early bird /'3ili b3id/ noun someone who 
likes to get up early and work before break¬ 
fast, and who does not stay up late at night. 
Compare night owl 

early warning /,3ili 'woinig/ noun some¬ 
thing which gives advance warning of danger 
earmark /'iomaik/ verb to reserve for a 
special purpose. Synonym allocate 
d> earn /3in/ verb 1. to be paid money for 
working O He earns £20,000 a year. O How 
much does a bus driver earn? 2. to deserve 
something or to be given something O You 
can all take a rest now - you’ve earned it! O 
His cheeky remarks earned him a reprimand 
from the teacher. (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with urn.) 
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earner /'3:n9/ noun a thing or person that 
earns □ nice little earner a small business or 
clever scheme which gives an easy income 
( informal ) o The corner shop must be a nice 
little earner - it's in a prime position. 
earnest /'3:mst/ adj serious o They were 
engaged in earnest conversation. ■ noun □ 
in earnest seriously O The discussions began 
in earnest. 

earnestly /'3:mstli/ adv seriously. Syn¬ 
onym sincerely 

earnings /'3:nir)z/ plural noun a salary, the 
money which you earn from work O His 
earnings are not enough to pay the rent. 
earphones /'isfsunz/ plural noun a piece 
of equipment which you put on your ears to 
listen to sounds from a machine such as a ra¬ 
dio or telephone O She took off her ear¬ 
phones when I asked her a question. 
earplug /'ispbvg/ noun a piece of plastic, 
rubber or other material which you put in 
your ears to stop you hearing loud sounds 
earring /'isrir)/ noun a piece of jewellery 
worn attached to part of the ear as an orna¬ 
ment □ a pair of earrings two similar rings, 
one worn in each ear O She was wearing a 
pair of old earrings which belonged to her 
mother. 

earshot /'iajot/ noun □ within earshot 

near enough to hear something O Everyone 
within earshot heard the details of her di¬ 
vorce. □ out of earshot not near enough to 
hear something O Now that she’s out of ear¬ 
shot, you can tell me what really happened. 
ear-splitting /'is .splitig/ adj extremely 
loud 

(D earth /3:0/ noun 1. also Earth the planet 
on which we live O The earth goes round the 
sun once in twenty-four hours. O The space 
shuttle came back to earth safely. □ it costs 
the earth it costs a great deal of money (in¬ 
formal) O It wouldn’t cost the earth to have 
the house repainted. 2. soil, a soft material 
made up of minerals and rotting vegetable 
matter, which plants grow in O Put some 
earth in the plant pot and then sow your cu¬ 
cumber seeds. 3. a hole where a fox lives □ 
to run someone to earth to find someone af¬ 
ter a difficult search O We finally ran him to 
earth in Mexico. ■ verb to connect an electri¬ 
cal appliance to the earth O Household appli¬ 
ances should be properly earthed. (NOTE: 
The US term is to ground.) 
earthenware /'3:0(3)nwe3/ noun objects 
such as pots and dishes, made of clay 
earthly /'3:01i/ adj □ he hasn’t an earthly 
(chance) he has no possibility of succeeding 
( informal ) o Realistically, he hasn ’t an 
earthly against the champion, but I’m sure 
he ’ll still give it a go. 

earthquake /'3:0kweik/ noun the shaking 
of the earth caused by movement of the 
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earth’s surface. Synonym tremor (NOTE: 
also called simply a quake) 
earth science /,3:0 'saians/ noun geol¬ 
ogy or a similar science 
earth tremor /'3:0 .trems/ noun a slight 
earthquake 

(D earthworm /'3:0W3:m/ noun a little ani¬ 
mal which looks like a very small snake and 
lives in soil 

earthy /'3:0i/ adj (of humour) coarse or 
rude (NOTE: earthier - earthiest) 

earwig /'iawig/ noun a small insect with 
curved pincers on its tail 
ease /i:z/ noun 1. □ to put someone at 
their ease to make someone feel relaxed and 
confident O The policewoman offered the 
children sweets to put them at their ease. 2. a 
lack of difficulty O He won the first round 
with the greatest of ease. O The bottle has a 
wide mouth for ease of use. 3. □ at ease! (in 
the army) a command to stand in a relaxed 
position, with the feet apart, after standing to 
attention ■ verb 1. to make less painful o A 
couple of aspirins should ease the pain. 2. to 
make easy O An introduction from his uncle 
eased his entry into the firm. 
easel /'i:z(3)l/ noun a vertical frame on legs 
to support a blackboard or painting. Syn¬ 
onym stand 

easier, easiest /'i:zb, 'iizbst/ 1 ) easy 
® easily /'iizili/ adv 1. without any diffi¬ 
culty O I passed my driving test easily. O / 
can get there easily by 9 o’clock. 2. a lot 
(compared to something else) (for emphasis 
before comparatives or superlatives) o Her 
work was easily better than yours. O He is 
easily the tallest man in the team. O Our shop 
is easily the biggest in the High Street. 

® east /i:st/ noun 1. the direction of where 
the sun rises O The sun rises in the east and 
sets in the west. O Germany is to the east of 
France. O The wind is blowing from the east. 
2. the part of a country which is to the east of 
the rest O The east of the country is drier 
than the west. 3. □ the Far East countries to 
the east of Pakistan and India □ the Middle 
East the countries to the east of Egypt and 
west of Pakistan □ the Near East the coun¬ 
tries to the east of the Mediterranean ■ adj 
referring to the east O The east coast is the 
coldest part of the country. ■ adv towards 
the east O The kitchen windows face east, so 
we get the morning sun. O Drive east along 
the motorway for twenty miles. 
eastbound /'iistbaund/ adj travelling to¬ 
wards the east 

(D Easter /'iists/ noun an important Chris¬ 
tian festival, in March or April, celebrating 
Christ’s death and resurrection 
Easter egg /'iistar eg/ noun a chocolate or 
sugar egg eaten at Easter 


easterly 

easterly /'iistoli/ adj 1. (of a wind) from 
the east O There was a light easterly breeze. 
O the prevailing easterly airflow across the 
country 2. towards the east O They are head¬ 
ing in a easterly direction. ■ noun a wind 
from the east (NOTE: The plural is 
easterlies.) 

(D eastern /'i:st(9)n/ adj from, of or in the 
east O Bulgaria is part of Eastern Europe. O 
The best snow is in the eastern part of the 
mountains. 

easterner /'iistono/ noun a person from 
the east of a country or region 
easternmost /'i:st(9)nm3ust/ adj furthest 
east 

eastward /'iistwod/ adj, adv towards the 
east 

eastwards /'i:stwodz/ adv towards the 
east 

(D easy /'i:zi/ adj not difficult, not needing a 
lot of effort O The driving test isn’t very easy 
- lots of people fail it. o It’s easy to see why 
the shop closed - a big supermarket has 
opened next door. O The office is within easy 
reach of the airport. O My boss is very easy 
to get on with. ■ adv □ to take things easy to 
rest, not to do any hard work O The doctor 
told him to take things easy for a time after 
his operation. □ easy now!, easy does it! be 
carefirl! □ go easy on or with the jam! don’t 
take too much jam! □ it’s easier said than 
done it’s more difficult than you think 
(NOTE: easy - easier - easiest) 
easy chair /'i:zi tjeo/ noun a large com¬ 
fortable armchair 

easy-going /,i:zi 'gouir)/ adj friendly and 
not very critical 

easy listening /,i:zi 'lis(3)mr)/ noun slow 
or quiet popular music 

(D eat /i:t/ verb 1 . to chew and swallow food 
O I’m hungry - is there anything to eat? O 
We haven’t eaten anything since breakfast. O 
The children ate all the sandwiches. O Eat as 
much as you like for £5.95! O You ’ll get thin 
if you don't eat. □ I had him eating out of 
my hand he did everything I told him to do □ 
he had to eat his words he had to take back 
what he had said 2. to have a meal O He was 
still eating his breakfast when I arrived. O 
We are eating at home tonight. O Have you 
eaten yet? (NOTE: eating - ate /et/ - has 
eaten /'i:t(3)n/) 

eatable /'i:t3b(o)l/ adj which is good 
enough to eat. Antonym uneatable 
eat away /,i:t o'wei/ verb to destroy by 
gradually wearing away. Synonym erode 
eater /'i:to/ noun a person who eats 
eatery /'iitori/ noun US a restaurant, a 
place where you can eat ( informal) (NOTE: 
The plural is eateries.) 


echo 

eating apple /'iitiq ,2ep(9)l/ noun a sweet 
apple which you can eat raw 
eating disorder /'iitir) dis.oido/ noun an 
emotional disorder manifesting as an obses¬ 
sive attitude to food 

eat out /,i:t 'aut/ verb to have a meal in a 
restaurant 

eat up /,iit 'Ap/ verb to eat everything 
eau de cologne /,ou do ko'bun/ noun a 
type of light perfume 

eaves /i:vz/ plural noun the edge of a roof 
which sticks out over the wall beneath it 
eavesdrop /'iivzdmp/ verb □ to eaves¬ 
drop on a conversation to listen to a conver¬ 
sation which you are not supposed to hear O 
She stood outside the door to eavesdrop on 
the interview her son had with the manager. 
eavesdropper /'iivzdropo/ noun a person 
who eavesdrops. Synonym listener 
ebb /eb/ noun (of tides) going down o If we 
leave at 3.00 p.m. the tide will be on the ebb. 
Antonym flow □ to be at a low ebb to be in a 
bad state O After his interview, his morale 
was at a low ebb. O The manager asked them 
to try harder, just when their energy was at 
its lowest ebb. ■ verb 1 . (of tides) to go down 
O Boats at anchor swing round to point up¬ 
stream when the tide starts to ebb. 2. □ to 
ebb away to become weaker gradually o He 
couldn’t hold on to the life-raft any longer; 
his strength was ebbing away. 
ebb tide /eb 'taid/ noun a tide that is going 
down 

ebony /'eboni/ noun a black tropical wood 
ebullient /I'bAliont/ adj very excited or full 
of life. Synonym jovial 
e-business /'i: .biznos/ noun 1. business 
that is conducted on the Internet 2. a com¬ 
pany that uses Internet technology 
eccentric /ik'sentnk/ adj strange, odd o 
an eccentric old lady who wears boots all the 
year round. Antonym conventional ■ noun 
a strange or odd person O In his old age, he 
became something of an eccentric. 
eccentricity /.eksen'trisiti/ noun strange 
habits, odd behaviour 

ecclesiastical /I l kli:zi'aestik(3)l/ adj re¬ 
ferring to the Christian church. Antonym 

secular 

echelon /'e/slon/ noun 1. a group of peo¬ 
ple at a certain level in an organisation O the 
upper echelons of management O the lower 
echelons of village society 2. an arrangement 
of separate things in steps, each behind the 
other and to one side, and not in a straight 
line O The tanks moved forward in echelon. 
echo /'ekou/ noun a sound which is re¬ 
peated (as when you shout in a place such as 
a cave) O We could hear the echo of voices in 
the tunnel. O If you go to the Whispering Gal¬ 
lery in the dome of St Paul’s Cathedral you 
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can hear the echo very clearly. (NOTE: The 
plural is echoes.) ■ verb 1. (of sound) to 
make an echo O Their voices echoed down 
the tunnel. 2. to repeat O The newspaper arti¬ 
cle echoed the opinions put forward in the 
minister’s speech. 

eclair /ei'kleo/ noun a long light cake filled 
with cream and with chocolate on top 
eclectic /I'klektik/ adj taking ideas from 
several different sources. Synonym hetero¬ 
geneous. Antonym narrow 
eclipse h 'klips/ noun a time when part of 
the sun or moon disappears, because either 
the earth’s shadow passes over the moon, or 
the moon passes between the earth and the 
sun O There will be a partial eclipse of the 
moon tonight. ■ verb 1. to hide the sun or 
moon by passing in front of it O The sun is 
eclipsed by the moon. 2. to be more success¬ 
ful than someone O She was eclipsed by her 
younger sister. 

eco-friendly /'iikou ,frendli/ adj intended 
to have no harmful effect on the natural envi¬ 
ronment and its inhabitants 
ecological / l i:ko'lDd3ik(3)l/ adj referring 
to ecology. Synonym environmental □ eco¬ 
logical disaster a disaster which seriously 
disturbs the balance of the environment O 
The oil from the tanker caused an ecological 
disaster. 

ecologist /i'kDlod3ist/ noun a person who 
studies ecology. Synonym environmental¬ 
ist 

ecology /i'kDlod 3 i/ noun the study of the 
relationship between plants and animals and 
their environment 

e-commerce /'i: ,kDm3is/ noun business 
which is done online, especially over the 
Internet 

(D economic /.iiko'nDmik/ adj 1. referring 
to the economy O I don’t agree with the gov- 
ernment’s economic policy. O The govern¬ 
ment has introduced controls to solve the 
current economic crisis. O The country en¬ 
joyed a period of economic growth in the 
1980s. □ economic growth the rate at which 
a country’s national income grows 2. which 
provides enough money O The flat is let at an 
economic rent. O It is hardly economic for us 
to run two cars. 

economical /,i:k9'nDmik(3)l/ adj which 
saves money or resources □ economical car 
a car which does not use much petrol 
economically /.ilko'nDmikli/ adv 1. re¬ 
ferring to economics O Scrapping the power 
station is economically justifiable. 2. saving 
money, without waste O We use electricity as 
economically as possible. 
economic migrant /.iikonomik 
'maigront/ noun a person who moves to live 
in another country where living conditions 
are better 
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@ economics /.iiko'nmniks/ noun 1. the 
scientific study of how money functions in 
trade, society and politics O She is studying 
for an economics degree. 2. the way money 
is used in a particular activity O The econom¬ 
ics of town planning must be taken very seri¬ 
ously. O Have you worked out the economics 
of starting your own business? 
economies of scale /i.konomiz ov 
'skeil/ plural noun the practice of making 
more money by making a product in larger 
quantities 

economise /I'konomaiz/, economize 
verb □ to economise (on) to save, not to 
waste o The office has been told to econo¬ 
mise on electricity. 

economist /I'konomist/ noun a person 
who specialises in the study of money and its 
uses 

(S) economy /I'kDnomi/ noun 1. the way in 
which a country makes and uses money, or 
the financial state of a country O The coun¬ 
try ’s economy is in ruins. O When will the up¬ 
turn in the economy come about? 2. 
something you do to avoid wasting money or 
materials O She tried to make a few econo¬ 
mies like buying cheaper brands of wash¬ 
ing-up liquid. 

economy class /I'konomi kla:s/ noun an 
air fare which is cheaper than first class or 
business class 

economy drive /I'konomi draiv/ noun 
an effort to save money or materials 
economy pack /I'konomi pask/, econ¬ 
omy size /I'konomi saiz/ noun a pack 
which is cheaper than the regular size 
ecosystem /'kkousistom/ noun a system 
which includes all the organisms of an area 
and the environment in which they live 
ecotourism /'iikou.tuoriz^m/ noun 
tourism that tries to avoid ecological damage 
to places visited 

ecstasy /'ekstosi/ noun 1. great happiness 
O She was in sheer ecstasy over her engage¬ 
ment. O These chocolates are pure ecstasy. 2. 
a dangerous drug which makes you have 
hallucinations 

ecstatic /ik'staetik/ adj very happy or 
enthusiastic 

ecstatically /ik'staetikli/ adv extremely 
happily 

ecumenical / l i:kju l menik(o)l/ adj con¬ 
cerned with uniting different Christian 
groups 

eczema /'eksimo/ noun an uncomfortable 
skin condition with an itchy rash and blisters, 
but which is not contagious 
ed. abbr editor 

eddy /'edi/ noun a circular movement of 
water or dust O Dust eddies were being 
raised by the wind. O He got into an eddy un- 
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der the waterfall. Synonym whirlpool 
(NOTE: The plural is eddies.) ■ verb to twist 
round in a circle O Water eddied round the 
rocks. 

(D edge /ed 3 / noun 1. a side of something 
flat O He put his plate down on the edge of 
the table. O She lay down on the roof and 
looked over the edge. O You can stand a £1 
coin on its edge. O The axe has a very sharp 
edge. 2. a line between two quite different 
things O He lived in a house at the edge of 
the forest. O The factory is built right on the 
edge of the town. 3. an advantage □ to have 
the edge on a rival company to have a 
slightly larger share of the market than an¬ 
other company 4. □ on edge nervous or 
jumpy O Everyone was on edge, waiting for 
the telephone call. ■ verb to move in a slow, 
careful way O He started edging towards the 
door. 

edgeways adv, adj with the edge first 
edging /'ed 3 ir)/ noun a decoration along 
the edge of something. Synonym border 
edgy /' Qd’fd adj nervous or anxious. Ant¬ 
onym relaxed (NOTE: edgy - edgier - 
edgiest.) 

® edible /'edib(9)l/ adj which can be safely 
eaten. Antonym poisonous 
edict /'iidikt/ noun a public announcement 
of a law. Synonym proclamation 
edifice /'edifis/ noun a large building (for¬ 
mal) 

edit /'edit/ verb 1. to be in charge of a 
newspaper or magazine O He edited the 
‘Sunday Express ’for more than twenty years. 
2. to change a text to make it better O The ed¬ 
ited text is now ready. O It took me two hours 
to edit the first chapter. 3. to get a text ready 
to be published O I am editing a volume of 
20th-century poetry. 4. to cut up a film or 
tape and stick it together in correct order to 
make it ready to be shown or played O Once 
the film has been edited it will run for about 
90 minutes. 

(3) edition /i'diJ‘(o)n/ noun 1. a number of 
copies of a book or newspaper printed at the 
same time O The book of poems was pub¬ 
lished in an edition of one thousand copies. 
2. the form in which a book is published O 
She bought the hardback edition for her 
father. 

(D editor /'edits/ noun 1. a journalist in 
charge of a newspaper or part of a newspaper 
O He wrote to the editor of ‘The Times ’ ask¬ 
ing for a job. O She is the sports editor of the 
local paper. 2. a person who gets a text, a ra¬ 
dio or TV programme, etc. ready to be pub¬ 
lished O He worked as a dictionary editor all 
his life. O the editor of a TV series on French 
cooking 3. a computer program for editing 
text O The software contains a basic text 
editor. 


editorial /.edi'toirisl/ adj referring to edi¬ 
tors or to editing O He has overall editorial 
control of the series. □ editorial board a 
group of editors who work together ■ noun a 
main article written by the editor of a news¬ 
paper O Did you read today's editorial in 
‘The Times’? Also called leading article, 
leader 

educate /'edjukeit/ verb to teach someone 
O She was educated privately in Switzerland. 
O We need to educate young people about the 
dangers of alcohol. 

educated /'edjukeitid/ adj having been to 
school and university 

(D education /,edju'keij(3)n/ noun the 
system of teaching, or of being taught O Our 
children deserve the best education. O We 
spent a lot of money on his education, and 
he’s got a job as a dustman! 

(D educational ^edju'keiJXojnol/ adj re¬ 
ferring to education, teaching and schools O 
This game for 3 to 5 year-olds is very educa¬ 
tional. O a campaign to improve educational 
standards. Synonym instructive □ educa¬ 
tional publisher a company that publishes 
school books 

educationalist /.edju'keijntojlist/, edu¬ 
cationist /edju:'keiJ(o)nist/ noun a person 
who specialises in the study of teaching 
methods 

educative /'edjuikotiv/ adj which teaches 
educator /'edjukeito/ noun a person who 
teaches, especially someone who teaches 
people how to teach. Synonym teacher 
Edwardian /ed'woidion/ adj referring to 
the time of King Edward VII (1901 - 1910) 
EEC abbr European Economic Community, 
now the European Union 
eel /i:l/ noun a long thin fish which looks 
like a snake 

eerie /'iori/ adj strange and frightening. 
Synonym unnerving (NOTE: eerier - 
eeriest) 

eerily /'iorili/ adv in an eerie way 
(D effect /ffekt/ noun 1. a result or influ¬ 
ence O The cuts in spending will have a seri¬ 
ous effect on the hospital. O The cream has 
had no effect on her rash. O The effects of the 
anaesthetic took some time to wear off. □ the 
order comes into or takes effect from Jan¬ 
uary 1st the order starts to have to be obeyed 
on January 1st □ in effect actually O In ef¬ 
fect, he gave up trying. □ with effect from 
starting from O Prices will be increased by 
10% with effect from January 1st. 2. an ap¬ 
proximate meaning O The notice said some¬ 
thing to the effect that the shop had closed. □ 
or words to that effect or something with 
that meaning O She said she wouldn't pay, or 
words to that effect. ■ verb to make, to carry 
out ( forma I) o She was able to effect a num- 
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ber of changes during her time in charge. 

Synonym achieve □ to effect a payment to 

make a payment 

(D effective /I'fektiv/ adj 1. which pro¬ 
duces the required result O His method of 
keeping the children quiet is very effective. O 
Advertising on TV is a very effective way of 
selling. 2. which takes effect O an order 
which is effective from January 1st 
(D effectively /I'fektivli/ adv in a way 
which produces a good result O The flood¬ 
lighting worked very effectively. 
effectiveness /I'fektivnos/ noun the abil¬ 
ity to produce an effective result. Synonym 
efficiency 

effeminate /I'feminot/ adj referring to a 
man who behaves in a feminine way 
( disapproving ) 

effervesce /,efo'ves/ verb (of a liquid or 
substance) to make bubbles 
effervescence /,ef3'ves(3)ns/ noun the 
making of bubbles 

effervescent / l efo l ves(3)nt/ adj 1. which 
makes bubbles O The water will become ef¬ 
fervescent if you put this tablet into the glass. 
2. lively and excited O Her effervescent good 
humour made the party go with a swing. 
efficacy /'efikosi/ noun effectiveness; the 
power to produce the correct result. Synonym 
effectiveness 

@ efficiency /i'fij(3)nsi/ noun being able 
to produce a good result without wasting 
time, money or effort O How can we improve 
the efficiency of our working methods? O She 
is known for her extreme efficiency. Syn¬ 
onym competence. Antonym inefficiency 
(D efficient /i'fiJ(o)nt/ adj able to work 
well and do what is necessary without wast¬ 
ing time, money or effort O He needs an effi¬ 
cient assistant to look after him. o The 
system of printing invoices is vety efficient. □ 
a fuel-efficient car a car which does not use 
much petrol 

efficiently /i'fiJ(o)ntli/ adv in an efficient 
way 

effigy /'efid 3 i:/ noun a rough model of a 
person, usually someone unpopular. Syn¬ 
onym image (NOTE: The plural is effigies.) 
effluent /'efluont/ noun sewage, especially 
liquid waste from a factory 
(D effort /'efot/ noun the use of the mind or 
body to do something O He’s made great ef¬ 
forts to learn Spanish. O Thanks to her ef¬ 
forts, we have collected more than £10,000 
for the children’s home. O If we make one 
more effort, we should get all that rubbish 
cleared away. 

effortless /'ef atlas/ adj without needing to 
use any energy. Synonym easy. Antonym 
strenuous 
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effortlessly /'efotlosli/ adv without need¬ 
ing to use any energy 

effrontery /I'frAntori/ noun rudeness. 
Synonym impudence 

effusive /i'fju:siv/ adj showing too much 
emotion when talking about something 
effusively /i'f juisivli/ adv with too much 
emotion 

EFL abbr English as a Foreign Language o 
She is an EFL teacher. O He’s taking an EFL 
course. 

egalitarian /i.gasli'teorion/ adj believing 
in equality or treating all people equally. 
Synonym equal 

egalitarianism /i l gaeli l te3rioniz(9)m/ 
noun the political theory that all members of 
society have equal rights and should have 
equal treatment 

® egg /eg/ noun 1. an oval object with a 
hard shell, produced by a female bird or rep¬ 
tile, from which a baby comes O The owl laid 
three eggs in the nest. O Turtles lay their 
eggs in the sand. 2. a chicken’s egg, used as 
food O You need three eggs to make this 
cake. □ boiled egg an egg which has been 
cooked by boiling in water □ poached egg an 
egg which is taken out of its shell, cooked 
whole in hot water and often eaten on toast at 
breakfast □ don’t put all your eggs in one 
basket don’t risk everything on only one pro¬ 
ject 3. a reproductive cell produced by a fe¬ 
male, which is fertilised by sperm from a 
male O Doctors implanted a fertilised egg in 
her womb. 

eggcup /'egkAp/ noun a little cup for a 
boiled egg 

egghead /'eghed/ noun a very intellectual 
person ( informal ) 

egg noodles /eg 'nuidlz/ plural noun 
noodles made with flour, water and egg 
® egg on/ ,eg 'on/ verb to encourage some¬ 
one to do something, especially something 
naughty 

eggplant /'egplaint/ noun a dark purple 
shiny fruit of a small plant, used as a vegeta¬ 
ble (NOTE: used mainly in US English. The 
more common British term is aubergine.) 
eggshell /'egjel/ noun the hard outside 
part of an egg □ eggshell finish a slightly 
shiny finish to paintwork 
egg timer /'eg .taimo/ noun a device 
which is used to time how long an egg boils 
egg white /'eg wait/ noun the clear liquid 
found in an egg, which turns solid and white 
when cooked 

ego /'iigou/ noun your high opinion of 
yourself 

egocentric /.iigou'sentrik/ adj interested 
only in yourself, not thinking of anyone else 


egoism 

egoism /'i:g3uiz(3)m/ noun thinking only 
about yourself, and not bothering about any¬ 
one else 

egoist /'iigsuist/ noun a person who only 
thinks about himself or herself 
egotism /'i:g3utiz(3)m/ noun thinking 
that you are better than anyone else 
egotist /'iigstist/ noun a person who 
thinks he or she is better than everyone else 
egotistic /.ego'tistik/, egotistical /,ego- 
'tistik(o)l/ adj thinking you are better than 
everyone else 

ego trip /'i:gou trip/ noun an activity de¬ 
signed to improve your good opinion of 
yourself ( informal) 

egregious /i'gri:d33s/ adj very bad (for¬ 
mal) 

® eh /ei/ interj used when asking questions 
O What a laugh, eh? O What about a drink, 
eh? O Eh? What did he say? 
eiderdown /'aidodaun/ noun a large bag 
full of feathers, used on top of sheets and 
blankets as a bed covering. Synonym quilt 
<D eight /eit/ noun 1. the number 8 o He ate 
eight chocolates. O The little girl is eight 
(years old). OI usually have breakfast before 
eight (o’clock). 2. a crew of eight people 
rowing a boat O Our college eight won the 
race. (NOTE: The plural in this meaning is 
eights) 

<D eighteen /,ei'ti:n/ noun the number 18 o 
There are eighteen people in our dance class. 
O He will be eighteen (years old) next week. 
O The train leaves at eighteen twenty 
(18:20). □ the eighteen hundreds the years 
between 1800 and 1899 
18 /,ei'ti:n/ noun a classification of films 
considered not suitable for people under 18 
<D eighteenth /ei'tiinO/, 18th adj, noun re¬ 
ferring to 18 O The eighteenth of April or 
April the eighteenth (April 18th). O Today’s 
the seventeenth, so tomorrow must be the 
eighteenth. O That’s the eighteenth invoice 
we’ve sent out today. O It’s his eighteenth 
birthday next week. 

18-wheeler /,eiti:n 'wills/ noun a large 
lorry with 18 wheels 

eighth /eitO/, 8th adj, noun referring to 8 o 
The eighth of February or February the 
eighth (February 8th). O King Henry the 
Eighth (Henry VIII) had six wives. O His 
eighth birthday is next Monday. (NOTE: 
eighth is usually written 8th in dates: April 
8th, 1999; September 8th, 1866 (American 
style is September 8,1866), say ‘the eighth 
of September’ or ‘September the eighth’ 
(American style is ‘September eighth’); with 
names of kings and queens, eighth is usu¬ 
ally written VIII: King Henry VIII, say: ‘King 
Henry the Eighth’.) 
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(D eighty /'eiti/ noun the number 80 o It’s 
about eighty miles from London to Dover. O 
She’s eighty (years old). □ she’s in her 
eighties she is between 80 and 89 years old □ 
the (nineteen) eighties (1980s) the period 
from 1980 to 1989 

(D either /'aids, 'i:do/ adj, pron 1. one or 
the other O You can use either computer - it 
doesn’t matter which. O I don’t like either of 
them. 2. each of two; both O There are trees 
on either side of the road. O Some people 
don’t take sugar in their coffee, some don’t 
take milk, and some don’t take either. □ they 
sat on either side of him one sat on each 
side of him ■ conj □ either ... or showing 
one of two possibilities O Either you come 
here or I’ll come to see you. O It’s either a 
fox or a wolf. O You must do it either today 
or tomorrow. ■ adv with a negative, or to 
make a statement stronger O He isn’t Irish 
and he isn’t Scottish either. O She doesn't 
want to go, and I don’t want to go either. O 
The report wasn’t on the TV news, and it 
wasn’t on the radio either. 
ejaculate /i'd 3 aekjuleit/ verb 1. to send 
out semen from the penis 2. to exclaim 
(literary) 

ejaculation /i.dsaekju'lei^o)^ noun the 
sending out of semen from the penis 
eject /i'd 3 ekt/ verb 1. to throw out o The 
chairman called in the police to eject the 
troublemakers from the meeting. 2. to escape 
from an aircraft using an ejector seat O The 
pilot ejected safely. 

ejection /i'd 3 ekjan/ noun the action of 
throwing out (NOTE: no plural) 
eke out /,i:k 'out/ verb to use something a 
little bit at a time, in order to make it last lon¬ 
ger □ to eke out a living to earn or live on 
very little money O She ekes out a miserable 
existence as a cleaner. 

elaborate adj /i'laeb(o)rot/ very detailed, 
very complicated O an elaborate dessert of 
cream, fruit and cake ■ verb A'laeboreit/ to 
go into details O It’s a very complicated plan 
so I won’t elaborate. O He refused to elabo¬ 
rate any further on her reasons for leaving. 
elaboration /i,laebo'reiJ(o)n/ noun the 
process of giving a detailed explanation. Syn¬ 
onym amplification (NOTE: no plural) 
elapse /i'laeps/ verb (of time) to pass 
elastic /I'laestik/ adj which can stretch and 
contract O She was wearing cycling shorts 
made of some elastic material. ■ noun a type 
of rubber which can stretch O She threaded a 
piece of elastic through her waistband. 
elastic band /flaestik basnd/ noun a thin 
circle of rubber for holding things together 
elasticity /.ilae'stisiti/ noun the condition 
of being elastic 
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Elastoplast 

Elastoplast /I'laestoplaist/ trademark a 
small strip of cloth which can be stuck to the 
skin to cover a wound 

elated /I'leitid/ adj very excited and 
pleased. Synonym ecstatic 
elation /i'leiJ(o)n/ noun a strong feeling of 
excitement and pleasure. Synonym ecstasy. 
Antonym despair (NOTE: no plural) 

© elbow /'elbou/ noun the joint in the mid¬ 
dle of your arm O He sat with his elbows on 
the table. O She nudged him with her elbow. 
□ to give someone the elbow to tell someone 
that you do not want to see them any more 
( informal ) o They had been going out to¬ 
gether for some time, and then she suddenly 
gave him the elbow. □ more power to your 
elbow! keep on doing the good work ■ verb 
to push with your elbows O He elbowed his 
way to the front of the crowd. 
elbow-room /'elbou ru:m/ noun space to 
move about ( informal ) 

elder /'eldo/ adj older o I have two elder 
brothers. O She brought her elder sister. 
(NOTE: elder is a comparative adjective, 
used mainly of brothers or sisters. It is 
never followed by than, when older should 
be used.) ■ noun 1. an older person o Mary 
is the elder of the two. O Which brother is the 
elder? O The village elders met to discuss the 
plan. O Children should have respect for 
their elders and betters. 2. a common tree 
with white flowers and bunches of small pur¬ 
ple berries O There’s an elder growing in the 
hedge by the field. 

elderberry /'eldob(o)ri/ noun 1. an elder 
tree O An elderberry was in flower at the cor¬ 
ner of the field. 2. the little black fruit of an 
elder tree O Some people make wine from el¬ 
derberries. (NOTE: The plural is elderber¬ 
ries.) 

© elderly acjfV'eldoli/ old o An elderly man 
sat down beside her. O My mother is now 
rather elderly and doesn’t drive any more. 

Antonym young (NOTE: used as a polite 
way of saying old) ■ plural noun □ the el¬ 
derly old people 

elder statesman /.elds 'steitsmon/ noun 
an older and wiser politician 
eldest /'eldost/ adj the oldest of a series of 
people o This is John, my eldest son. ■ noun 
the oldest person of a series of people (infor¬ 
mal) O He is the eldest of the three brothers. 
© elect A'lekt/ verb 1 . to choose by voting 
O She was elected MP for the town. O The 
president is elected for a term offour years. 
O The chairman is elected by the members of 
the committee. 2. □ to elect to do something 
to choose to do something (formal) o We all 
went to the pub, but she elected to stay at 
home and watch TV. 

-elect /ilekt/ suffix a person who has been 
elected but has not yet started the job o She is 


electric shock 

the president-elect. (NOTE: The plural is 

presidents-elect.) 

(D election /I'lekjsn/ noun 1. the process 
of choosing by voting O After the election, 
the crowds were dancing in the streets. O The 
next item on the agenda is the election of a 
new treasurer for the club. 2. an occasion 
when someone is chosen by voting O Elec¬ 
tions are being held throughout the countiy 
next week. 

electioneering /i.lekjo'morir)/ noun the 
process of working for an election campaign, 
making speeches, writing pamphlets and 
meeting voters 

elective /I'lektiv/ adj 1. requiring to be 
elected 2. not obligatory 
elector /I'lekto/ noun a person who votes 
or who is able to vote in an election. Syn¬ 
onym voter 

electoral /i'lekt(3)rol/ adj referring to an 
election. Synonym democratic 
electoral college /i,lekt(s)rsl 'kol^/ 
noun a group who elect someone such as a 
president 

electorate /i'lekt(9)rot/ noun all the peo¬ 
ple in an area who are able to vote 
© electric /I'lektnk/ adj 1 . worked by elec¬ 
tricity O Is your cooker electric or gas? O He 
plays an electric guitar. O He cut the wood 
with an electric saw. O She gave me an elec¬ 
tric toothbrush for Christmas. 2. making or 
carrying electricity O Don’t touch those elec¬ 
tric wires. O Electric plugs in the USA are 
different from those in Britain. 3. full of ex¬ 
citement O The atmosphere was electric as 
the votes were being counted. 

© electrical /i'lektrik(9)l/ adj referring to 
electricity O a shop selling electrical appli¬ 
ances O The college offers courses in electri¬ 
cal engineering. O They are trying to repair 
an electrical fault. 

electric chair /i.lektrik 'tjes/ noun a 
chair attached to a powerful electric current, 
used in some states of the United States to 
kill criminals as a punishment 
electrician /i.lek'triJXsjn/ noun a person 
who works on electrical repairs 
© electricity /i.lek'trisiti/ noun energy 
used to make light, heat, or power o We 
haven’t paid the electricity bill this month. O 
The electricity was cut off this morning. O 
The heating is run by electricity. O The cot¬ 
tage is in the mountains and doesn’t have any 
electricity. (NOTE: no plural) 
electrics /I'lektriks/ plural noun the wires 
and electrical connections in a building or 
piece of equipment 

electric shock /i.lektrik 'Jbk/ n0 un a 
sudden pain when an electric current goes 
through your body 
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electrify 

electrify /I'lektrifai/ verb 1. to connect to 
an electric source of power O All the most 
modern railway lines are electrified. 2. to 
startle and excite O She gave an electrifying 
performance. 

electrocardiogram /i.lektrou'kaidio 
graem/ noun a chart which shows the electri¬ 
cal impulses of the heart as it is beating 
electrocute /I'lektrokjuit/ verb to hurt or 
kill someone with an electric shock 
electrocution /i.lektro'kjuij^n/ noun 
the process of killing someone by an electric 
shock 

electrode /I'lektroud/ noun one of two 
points on an electric circuit where the current 
enters or leaves a battery 
electromagnet /i.lektrou'masgnot/ noun 
a magnet made of a substance with wire 
round it, through which an electric current 
passes 

electromagnetic /i.lektroumaeg'netik/ 
adj generating a magnetic field or magnetic 
effect when supplied with electrical power 
electron /I'lektmn/ noun a basic negative 
particle in an atom 

<D electronic /,elek'trDnik/ adj using de¬ 
vices such as silicon chips which affect the 
electric current which passes through them O 
My car has electronic ignition. 
electronic engineer /.elektronik 
l end3i l ni3/ noun an engineer who special¬ 
ises in electronic devices 
electronic mail /.eliktronik 'meil/ noun 
e-mail, the system of sending messages from 
one computer to another, via telephone lines 
electronics /.elek'tromks/ noun the sci¬ 
ence of the movement of electricity in elec¬ 
tronic devices □ the electronics industry the 
industry which makes TV sets, radios, calcu¬ 
lators, etc. 

electronic tag /.elektronik 'tasg/ noun 
an electronic device attached to someone 
such as a convicted criminal, so as to be sure 
where he or she is 

elegance /'eligons/ noun the state of being 
elegant 

elegant /'eligont/ adj very fashionable and 
stylish 

elegantly /'eligontli/ adv in an elegant 
style 

elegy /'elod 3 i/ noun a sad poem or piece of 
music about someone who is dead (NOTE: 
The plural is elegies.) 

<D element /'elimont/ noun 1. a basic 
chemical substance O Magnesium is a metal¬ 
lic element. 2. a basic part of something O / 
think we have all the elements of a settle¬ 
ment. 3. a natural environment O The vicar is 
in his element when he’s talking about 
cricket. 4. a wire which heats in a piece of 
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equipment such as an electric heater or 
cooker O I think the element has burnt out. 
elemental /,eli l ment(o)l/ adj wild and un¬ 
civilised. Synonym rudimentary 
elementary / l eli l ment(o)ri/ adj basic or 
simple. Synonym basic 
elementary school /eli'mentri skuil/ 
noun US the first school for children up to 
around eleven years old (NOTE: The British 
term is primary school.) 
elements /'elimonts/ plural noun the 
weather, usually bad weather 
elephant /'elifont/ noun a very large Afri¬ 
can or Indian animal, with large ears, a trunk 
and two long teeth called ‘tusks’. ( white 
elephant 

elevate /'eliveit/ verb to lift something or 
someone up 

elevated railway /.ebveitid 'reilwei/ 
noun a form of local railway system which 
runs along rails placed high above the street 
elevation /.eb'veij(3)n/ noun height 
above sea level 

<D elevator /'eliveito/ noun 1. US a device 
for lifting people from floor to floor inside a 
building O Take the elevator to the 26th 
floor. (NOTE: The British term is lift.) 2. a 
part of the tail of an aircraft which helps the 
aircraft lift off the ground 
(D eleven /i'lev(9)n/ noun 1 . the number 11 
O When you ’re eleven (years old) you will go 
to secondary school. O Come and see me at 
eleven (o ’clock). □ the eleven hundreds the 
years from 1100 to 1199 2. eleven people, as 
in a football team or cricket team O the Eng¬ 
land eleven (NOTE: In this meaning, usually 
written XI: the EnglandXI.) 
elevenses /i'lev(o)nziz/ noun a snack 
served in the middle of the morning at about 
11 o’clock (NOTE: no plural) 

(D eleventh /i'lev(o)n0/ , 11th adj, noun 
referring to 11 O The eleventh of July or July 
the eleventh (July 11th). O Today’s the tenth, 
so tomorrow must be the eleventh. O That’s 
the eleventh complaint we’ve received this 
week. O It’s his eleventh birthday next month. 
elf /elf/ noun a little person in fairy stories 
(NOTE: The plural is elves /elvz/.) 
elicit /I'lisit/ verb to obtain (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with illicit.) 

eligibility /.elidsi'biliti/ noun the state of 
being eligible. Synonym suitability 
eligible /'elid3ib(3)l/ adj □ eligible to do 
something able to do something because you 
are old enough or have the right qualifica¬ 
tions O You aren’t eligible to vote until you 
are eighteen. O She’s not eligible to enter the 
competition because she works for the com¬ 
pany running it. □ eligible bachelor an un¬ 
married man who is thought to be a good 
person for a woman to marry 


267 


eliminate 


268 


embark 


eliminate /I'limineit/ verb 1. to remove 
mistakes or waste O Using a computer 
should eliminate all possibility of error. O 
Smallpox has been eliminated in most parts 
of the world. 2. to remove someone from a 
competition O He came last and so was elim¬ 
inated from the next round of the contest. 
elimination /i.limi'neij^n/ noun the act 
of eliminating. Antonym preservation 
elision /i'li3(3)n/ noun the omission of an 
element of a word or phrase 
elite noun a group of people with more priv¬ 
ileges than most others ■ adj 1. more tal¬ 
ented, privileged or highly trained than others 
2. limited to the rich or privileged 
elitism /i'li:tiz(3)m/ noun rule by an elite 
elitist A'liitist/ adj believing that an elite 
should mn a group or society 
Elizabethan /i.liza'biiB^n/ adj referring 
to the time of Queen Elizabeth I (1558 - 
1603) 

elk /elk/ noun a large European deer with 
flat antlers (NOTE: similar to the American 
moose. The plural is elk.) 
ellipse /flips/ noun an oval shape 
elliptical /i'liptik(3)l/ adj 1. oval o The 
comet follows an elliptical orbit round the 
sun. 2. difficult to understand because of a 
missing word or phrase 
elm /elm/ noun a large hardwood tree which 
grows in temperate areas 
elocution /,els'kjuiJ'(s)n/ noun the art of 
speaking in a clear and elegant way. Syn¬ 
onym diction 

elongated /'i:k>r)geitid/ adj longer than 
normal 

elope /ftaup/ verb to mn away to get 
married 

elopement /I'taupmant/ noun the act of 
eloping 

eloquence /'elskwans/ noun the art of 
making speeches which persuade and con¬ 
vince (NOTE: no plural) 
eloquent /'elakwant/ adj convincing and 
persuasive. Synonym expressive 
eloquently /'etakwsntli/ adv in an elo¬ 
quent way 

(D else /els/ adv 1. other ( used after 
pronouns) o What else can I say? O Every¬ 
one else had already left. O Who else was at 
the meeting? 2. □ or else or if not O Come in 
right now, or else stay outside. O You must 
have a ticket, or else you will be thrown off 
the train by the inspector. □ you’d better 
pay, or else if you don’t pay, I’ll hurt you (as 
informal threat) 

(D elsewhere /els'wes/ adv somewhere 
else, in another place O This shop doesn't 
stock maps, so you ’ll have to tty elsewhere. 
ELT abbr English Language Teaching o 
She's an ELT specialist. 


elucidate /I'luisideit/ verb to make some¬ 
thing clear or easy to understand. Synonym 

explain 

elude /fluid/ verb 1 . (of a fact or word) to 
be difficult to remember O Her name eludes 
me. 2. to be unable to achieve something O 
International recognition eluded him for 
many years. 3. to avoid being caught O The 
protestors managed to elude the security 
guards. 

elusive /flu:siv/ adj difficult to find. Syn¬ 
onym indefinable. Antonym obvious 
’em /am/ contraction same as them ( infor¬ 
mal) 

emaciated /I'meijieitid/ adj extremely 
thin. Antonym plump 

emaciation /i,meisi'eij(3)n/ noun being 
emaciated 

emanate /'emaneit/ verb □ to emanate 
from to come from O the smell of onions em¬ 
anating from the kitchen O Some of these 
ideas emanate from the government’s own 
think tank. 

emancipate /fmaensipeit/ verb 1. to 
make someone free O They passed a law to 
emancipate all slaves. 2. to give someone the 
right to equal treatment O In the 19th century, 
women fought to be emancipated. 
emancipation /i.masnsi'peiJXa)!!/ noun 
the process of making someone free or giving 
someone the right to equal status. Synonym 
liberation (NOTE: no plural) 
emasculate /I'masskjuleit/ verb to make 
more weak (formal). Synonym weaken. 
Antonym empower 

embalm /im'baim/ verb to treat a dead 
body with chemicals to preserve it 
embankment /im'basrjkmant/ noun 1 . a 
wall made along a river bank to prevent the 
river from overflowing O Entire fields were 
flooded when the river embankment col¬ 
lapsed. 2. a road running along the wall 
along a river O The Victoria Embankment in 
London runs along the side of the Thames. 
embargo /im'baigau/ noun an official ban 
on trade O The oil embargo is still in place. □ 
to place or put an embargo on to forbid 
something officially O They placed an em¬ 
bargo on trade with our country. □ to lift an 
embargo to allow trade to start again O The 
government has lifted the embargo on the ex¬ 
port of weapons. □ to be under an embargo 
to be forbidden ■ verb 1. to forbid something 
officially O The government has embargoed 
the sale of arms to Middle Eastern countries. 
2. not to allow publication of information for 
a period of time O The news has been embar¬ 
goed until next Wednesday. 

(D embark /im'baik/ verb 1. to go onto a 
ship or aircraft O The passengers embarked 
at Southampton. 2. □ to embark on some- 


embarkation 


269 


thing to start a project O The council has em¬ 
barked on the redevelopment of the town 
centre. O We’d better not embark on some¬ 
thing new until we have finished this job. 
embarkation /.embai'keiJXo)!!/ noun the 
act of going onto a ship or aircraft 
d> embarrass /im'basros/ verb to make 
someone feel uncomfortable in front of other 
people, especially by being rude or indecent 
(D embarrassed /im'baerost/ adj uncom¬ 
fortable or ashamed, and not knowing what 
to do O She gave an embarrassed laugh, and 
said she had forgotten to bring the present. O 
He was so embarrassed that he turned bright 
red. 

<S> embarrassing /im'bzerosir)/ adj, adv 
making a person feel embarrassed O It was 
very embarrassing to find that the bride’s 
mother was wearing exactly the same dress 
as me. Synonym awkward 
d> embarrassment /im'baerosmont/ 
noun a feeling of being worried and ashamed 
embassy /'embosi/ noun the home or of¬ 
fices of an ambassador (NOTE: The plural is 
embassies.) 

embattled /im 1 bast Id/ adj constantly 
criticised 

embed /im 1 bed/ verb to fix something into 
a mass such as concrete or flesh. Synonym 

implant (NOTE: embedding - embedded) 
embedded /im'bedid/ adj fixed in a mass 
of something 

embellish /im'beliJV verb 1. to add details 
which are not true O He embellished the story 
of the rescue with details of how he had 
climbed down the cliff. 2. to decorate or to 
make beautiful O The ceiling was embel¬ 
lished with gold leaf. 

embellishment /im'belijmont/ noun a 
decoration, an improvement to make some¬ 
thing look beautifiil 

embers /'emboz/ plural noun red hot 
pieces of wood or coal O She poured water 
on the embers of the bonfire. 
embezzle /im'bez(o)l/ verb to use money 
which is not yours, or which you are looking 
after for someone 

embezzlement /im'bez(9)lm3nt/ noun 
the act of embezzling (NOTE: no plural) 
embezzler /im'bez(3)l3/ noun a person 
who embezzles. Synonym swindler 
embittered /im'bitod/ adj made bitter. 
Synonym disillusioned 
emblazoned /im'bleiz(o)nd/ adj deco¬ 
rated in a very noticeable way 
emblem /'emblom/ noun a design which is 
used as the symbol of a country, team or 
town. Synonym symbol 
embodiment /im'bodimont/ noun a 
physical expression of an idea 


emergence 

embody /im'bodi/ verb 1 . to include o The 
latest model embodies several new safety fea¬ 
tures. 2. to show an idea in a physical form O 
She embodies all the best qualities of a chil¬ 
dren ’s doctor. 

embolism /'embolizfejm/ noun the block¬ 
ing of a blood vessel by a blood clot or a bub¬ 
ble of air 

emboss /im'bDs/ verb to raise a design 
above a flat surface by pressing □ embossed 
letterhead an address pressed on writing pa¬ 
per so that it stands above the surface 
embrace /im'breis/ verb 1. to hold and 
kiss someone to show affection O They em¬ 
braced for several minutes before he got on 
the train. 2. to become a convert to a belief 
(formal ) O He embraced communism when 
he was at university. ■ noun the act of hold¬ 
ing someone tightly and kissing them (liter¬ 
ary) O She shrank from his embraces. O They 
lay on the grass in a close embrace. 
embroider /im'broido/ verb 1 . to make ar¬ 
tistic patterns by sewing with coloured 
threads on cloth O She embroidered a table¬ 
cloth for her mother. 2. to invent extra details 
and add them to a story O He embroidered 
the story of his escape from prison with de¬ 
tails of how he overpowered three guards 
and stole their guns. 

embroidery /im'broidori/ noun 1. the art 
of sewing decorations on cloth O She went to 
embroidery classes. 2. sewn decorations O 
We admired the delicate embroidery on the 
tablecloth. i> needlework 
embroiled /im'broild/ adj involved in an 
awkward situation 

embryo /'embriou/ noun 1. the first state 
of a living organism O a human embryo 2. □ 
in embryo in its early stages O The plan was 
presented to us in embryo. 
embryology ^embri'olodsi/ noun the 
study of the development of embryos 
embryonic /^mbri'onik/ adj at a very 
early stage of development. Synonym 
developing 

emerald /'emerald/ adj bright green o 
She was wearing an emerald silk dress. ■ 
noun a green precious stone O Her crown 
was studded with emeralds. 

(D emerge /i'm3:d3/ verb 1. □ to emerge 
from inside something to come out from in¬ 
side O They blinked as they emerged into the 
sunlight from the tunnel. 2 . to come into exis¬ 
tence as something O It was only after the 
election that he emerged as party leader. 3. 
to become known O It soon emerged that the 
Prime Minister knew nothing about what was 
happening. 

(D emergence /i'm3:d3ons/ noun the act 
of emerging. Antonym decline 
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© emergency /i'm3:d3onsi/ noun a dan¬ 
gerous situation such as a fire, an accident or 
a breakdown of law and order, where deci¬ 
sions have to be taken quickly O Phone for 
an ambulance - this is an emergency! Syn¬ 
onym crisis □ emergency operation an op¬ 
eration done immediately on a seriously ill 
patient □ in case of emergency, in an emer¬ 
gency if a dangerous situation develops O In 
an emergency or In case of emergency, press 
the red button. (NOTE: The plural is 
emergencies.) 

emergency exit /i'm3:d3(3)nsi 'egzit/ 
noun a door used in an emergency 
emergency room /i'm3:d3onsi ruim/ 
noun the department of a hospital which 
treats emergency cases 
emergency services /i'rri3:d39nsi 
,S3:visiz/ plural noun the police, fire service 
and ambulance service 
emergent /i'm3:d3ont/ adj in a very early 
stage of development. Synonym develop¬ 
ing. Antonym established □ emergent na¬ 
tions nations that are becoming economically 
independent 

emerging /i'm3:d3ir)/ adj starting to ap¬ 
pear, occur or develop 

emigrant /'emigrant/ noun a person who 
emigrates. Compare immigrant 
emigrate /'emigreit/ verb to leave your 
country to live in another. Compare 

immigrate 

emigration ^emi'greiJXain/ noun the act 
of leaving your country to live in another 
emigre /'emigrei/ noun a person who has 
emigrated for political reasons 
eminence /'eminons/ noun (formal ) 1. a 
high place O The castle stands on an emi¬ 
nence overlooking the river. 2. high rank O 
He owed his position of eminence in the gov¬ 
ernment entirely to his friend the Prime Min¬ 
ister. O She was met by several persons of 
great eminence in the university hierarchy. 3. 
used as a form of address to a cardinal O His 
Eminence, the Cardinal Archbishop of West¬ 
minster (NOTE: When speaking directly to a 
cardinal, say Your Eminence.) 
eminent /'eminant/ adj important and very 
highly respected. Synonym well-known. 
Antonym unknown 

eminently /'eminantli/ adv remarkably, 
particularly ( formal) 
emir /e'mia/ noun a Muslim ruler 
emirate /'emarat/ noun a country ruled by 
an emir. Synonym principality 
emissary /'emisari/ noun a person sent 
with a message or to act on someone’s behalf 
(NOTE: The plural is emissaries.) 
emission /i'mij(a)n/ noun 1. the process 
of emitting O They are trying to reduce the 
emission of carbon monoxide from vehicles. 


empire 

(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 2. a sub¬ 
stance which is emitted O Gas emissions can 
cause acid rain. 

emit /I'mit/ verb to send out something 
such as a sound, a signal or smoke (NOTE: 

emitting - emitted) 

emoticon /I'mautikon/ noun a symbolic 
picture representing an emotion, made from 
computer keyboard characters such as :( 

© emotion /i'mauf(a)n/ noun a strong 
feeling O Hatred and love are two of the most 
powerful emotions. O He tried to hide his 
emotions when he made his speech. 

© emotional /i'mauj*(a)n(a)l/ adj which 
shows emotion O We bade an emotional 
farewell to our son and his family. O The mu¬ 
sic made her feel very emotional and she 
started to cry. 

emotionally /i'mauf(a)n(a)li/ adv 1 . in an 
emotional way O He spoke emotionally of his 
time as a hostage. 2. in a sexual way O He 
became emotionally entangled with his 
secretary. 

emotive /I'moutiv/ adj likely to cause 
strong feeling 

empathise /'empoGaiz/, empathize verb 
to feel empathy 

empathy /'empoGi/ noun the ability to 
share the feelings of another person, by imag¬ 
ining yourself as that person. Antonym 

indifference 

emperor /'emp^ro/ noun the ruler of an 
empire 

© emphasis /'emfosis/ noun 1 . showing 
the importance of something, usually in 
speech O Don’tput too much emphasis on his 
age. O She banged the table for emphasis as 
she spoke. 2. the loudness of your voice 
when you pronounce a word or phrase O 
Everyone noticed the emphasis he put on the 
word ‘peace'. (NOTE: [all senses] The plural 
is emphases.) 

© emphasise /'emfosaiz/, emphasize 
verb to show that you feel something is im¬ 
portant, by saying it more loudly or slowly O 
Please emphasise that the meeting must start 
on time. O He emphasised the importance of 
everyone working together. O She kept on 
emphasising the same point over and over 
again. Synonym underline. Antonym 
understate 

emphatic /im'faetik/ adj using emphasis 
emphatically /im'faetikli/ adv in a force¬ 
ful way 

emphysema /.emfi'siimo/ noun a condi¬ 
tion where the surface of the lungs is re¬ 
duced, making it difficult to breathe 
© empire /'empaio/ noun several separate 
territories ruled by a central government O 
We 're studying the history of the British Em¬ 
pire. O The Soviet empire covered a huge 
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area from the Pacific Ocean to the middle of 
Europe. 

empirical /im'pirikfo)!/ adj based on prac¬ 
tical experiment and not on theory 
<D employ /im'pbi/ verb 1. to give some¬ 
one regular paid work O He is employed as a 
gardener by the duke. O She is employed in 
the textile industry. 2. to use ( formal) o If we 
were to employ more up-to-date methods, 
would we make more money? O How can we 
best employ our free time on Sunday? 
employed /im'pbid/ adj in regular paid 
work O Please state the occupations of the 
employed members of your household. Syn¬ 
onym working. Antonym unemployed ■ 
noun □ the employed people who are work¬ 
ing O the employers and the employed 
<D employee /im'pbii:/ noun a person who 
is employed O The company has decided to 
take on twenty new employees. Antonym 
employer 

<D employer /im'pbio/ noun a person or 
organisation that gives work to people and 
pays them O Her employer was a Hong Kong 
businessman. O The car factory is the biggest 
employer in the area. Synonym boss. Ant¬ 
onym employee 

<D employment /im'pbimont/ noun regu¬ 
lar paid work □ in employment working O 
Are you still in employment? O Everyone in 
paid employment has to pay tax. □ full-time 
employment work for all of a working day O 
He is looking for full-time employment. □ 
part-time employment work for part of a 
working day O She is in part-time employ¬ 
ment. □ temporary employment work 
which does not last for more than a few 
months □ a new contract of employment or 
employment contract a new contract be¬ 
tween management and an employee show¬ 
ing all the conditions of work 
emporium /im'poirbm/ noun a large shop 
(humorous) (NOTE: The plural is empori¬ 
ums or emporia.) 

empower /im'pauo/ verb to give someone 
the power to do something 
empowerment /im'pauomont/ noun the 
act of giving power to someone 
empress /'empris/ noun 1. a woman who 
rules an empire O Queen Victoria was Em¬ 
press of India. 2. the wife or widow of an 
emperor O When the emperor died, the em¬ 
press decided to rule the country. (NOTE: [all 
senses] The plural is empresses.) 
emptiness /'emptinos/ noun the state of 
being empty (NOTE: no plural) 

CD empty /'empti/ adj with nothing inside o 
When we opened it, the box was empty. O 
Take an empty pot and fill it with soil. O The 
fridge is empty - we ’ll have to go out to eat. 
O The ski resorts are empty because there is 
no snow. (NOTE: emptier - emptiest) ■ 


noun something, usually a bottle, which has 
nothing in it O You can take the empties back 
to the shop. (NOTE: The plural is empties.) ■ 
verb to make something empty o She emp¬ 
tied the clothes out of the suitcase. O He emp¬ 
tied the bottle into the sink. O They emptied 
the contents of the petty cash box into a bag. 
Antonym fill 

empty-handed /.empti 'haendid/ adj hav¬ 
ing obtained nothing. Synonym unsuccess¬ 
ful. Antonym successful 
emu /'iimju:/ noun a large Australian bird 
which cannot fly 

emulate /'emjuleit/ verb to try to do as 
well as or better than someone 
emulation ^emju'leiJXo)!!/ noun the act of 
emulating. Synonym imitation 
emulsify /I'mAlsifai/ verb to mix two liq¬ 
uids which cannot unite completely, such as 
oil and water 

emulsion /I'mAlJbn/ noun a mixture of 
two liquids which do not unite completely, 
such as oil and water 

emulsion paint /i'mAlJ(o)n peint/ noun 
paint made from colour added to oil and wa¬ 
ter, used for painting walls and ceilings 
(D enable /in'eib(3)l/ verb to make it possi¬ 
ble for someone to do something O The dic¬ 
tionary should enable you to understand 
English better. Antonym prevent 
enact /in'aekt/ verb to make a law 
enactment /I'naektmont/ noun 1. the pro¬ 
cess of making a law O The enactment of this 
Bill is likely to take several months. (NOTE: 
no plural in this sense) 2. an Act of Parlia¬ 
ment O This particular enactment dates back 
to 1824 and is really no longer applicable. 
enamel /i'naem(9)l/ noun 1 . a very hard 
covering of colour O The enamel of the paint¬ 
ing had begun to crack. 2. a hard coloured 
coating fixed to metal by heating 3. the 
hard coating on the teeth O If the enamel 
of a tooth gets damaged the tooth will soon 
start to discolour. ■ verb to cover with 
enamel O This must have taken a long 
time to enamel. Synonym coat (NOTE: 
enamelling - enamelled. The US spelling 
is enameling - enameled.) 
enamoured /I'naemod/ adj liking some¬ 
thing a lot (NOTE: The US spelling is enam¬ 
ored.) 

en bloc /op 'blok/ adv all together as a 
group. Antonym separately 
encampment /in'kaempmont/ noun a 
large camp 

encapsulate /in'kaepsjuleit/ verb to sum¬ 
marise, to put in a shorter form 
encase /in'keis/ verb to completely sur¬ 
round with a substance O encased in concrete 
enchant /in't Joint/ verb 1 . to delight and 
attract someone. Synonym charm. Antonym 
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disgust 2. to use magic on someone or 
something 

enchanted /in'tjaintid/ adj very pleased. 
Synonym charmed. Antonym disgusted 
enchanting /in'tjaintig/ adj very beauti¬ 
ful or magical. Synonym charming. Ant¬ 
onym disgusting 

enchantment /in'tjaintmont/ noun a 
mysterious and magic feeling. Synonym 

charm 

encircle /in's3:k(9)l/ verb to surround 
completely 

enclave /'egklerv/ noun a small group of 
people or small area completely surrounded 
by another quite different and larger group or 
area 

@ enclose /in'klouz/ verb 1. to put some¬ 
thing inside an envelope with a letter o I am 
enclosing a copy of our current catalogue. O 
Please find our cheque enclosed herewith. 2. 
to put a wall or fence round an area of land O 
The garden is enclosed with high brick walls. 
enclosure /in'kl3U33/ noun 1. a document 
enclosed with a letter o Please find details in 
the accompanying enclosure. 2. a piece of 
land which is enclosed O Only ticket-holders 
can enter the enclosure. 3. the removal of 
land from common use, by putting fences 
round it O Much enclosure of common land 
took place in the 18th and 19th centuries. 

(D encode /in'koud/ verb to write some¬ 
thing in a code so that it cannot be read or 
used by other people. Antonym decode 
encompass /in'kAmpos/ verb ( formal) 1. 
to include 2. to surround O a flower garden 
encompassed by high brick walls 3. to cover 
O The city encompasses about ten square 
kilometres. 

encore /'Dgko:/ noun 1. a call by the audi¬ 
ence for a performer to repeat a song or a 
piece of music O The crowd’s cries of ‘En¬ 
core’ were simply deafening. 2. a song or 
piece of music repeated at the request of the 
audience o At the end of the concert she 
played or sang two encores. 

@ encounter /in'kaunto/ noun 1. a meet¬ 
ing O I had an unexpected encounter with my 
former boss at the London Book Fair. O She 
told him about her encounter with the bull. 2. 
a short fight O The encounter only lasted a 
few minutes. ■ verb to meet o On the journey 
we encountered several amusing people. O 1 
have never encountered such hospitality any¬ 
where else. 

3) encourage /in'kArid 3 / verb 1. to make 
it easier for something to happen O Leaving 
your credit cards on your desk encourages 
people to steal or encourages stealing. 2. to 
help someone to do something by giving 
them confidence o He encouraged me to ap¬ 
ply for the job. O I always felt encouraged by 
his interest in what I was doing. 


encouragement /in'kAridsmont/ noun 
the act of giving someone the confidence to 
do something 

® encouraging /in'kArid3ig/ adj which 
encourages. Synonym hopeful. Antonym 
discouraging 

encroach /in'kroutj/ verb □ to encroach 
(up)on to take over someone else’s space O 
Their new wall had encroached on our land. 
O She accused the professor of encroaching 
upon her area of study. 
encroaching /in'krautJig/ adj which 
encroaches 

encrusted /in'krAStid/ adj covered with a 
hard substance 

encumber /in'kAmbo/ verb to prevent 
someone from moving or doing something 
(formal). Synonym burden. Antonym 
facilitate 

encumbrance /in'kAmbrans/ noun a 
thing which prevents you from moving or do¬ 
ing something 

encyclopedia /insaikla'piidia/, encyclo¬ 
paedia noun 1. a reference book containing 
articles on all subjects of human knowledge, 
usually presented in alphabetical order O If 
you need to know something about planets 
look up the ‘Astronomy ’ article in the 
encyclopaedia. 2. a reference book contain¬ 
ing articles on a single subject, arranged usu¬ 
ally in alphabetical order O a gardening 
encyclopedia O the encyclopedia of sport 
encyclopedic /insaikla'piidik/, ency¬ 
clopaedic adj like an encyclopaedia 
® end /end/ noun 1. the last part of some¬ 
thing O She tied the two ends of the rib¬ 
bon together. O The telephone rang and I 
missed the end of the TV programme. O 
Go down to the end of the road and then turn 
right. □ in the end finally, at last O In the end 
the teacher let him go home. O In the 
end the shop had to call in the police. □ on 
end with no breaks O He worked for hours 
on end. □ no end of very many ( informal ) o 
The car’s caused us no end of problems. 
□ to come to an end to be finished o The 
work should come to an end next month. □ to 
throw someone in at the deep end to give 
someone a difficult job to start with O He 
was really thrown in at the deep end 
when he started his new job. □ to be at a 
loose end to have nothing to do O I was 
at a loose end so I decided to go to the cin¬ 
ema. □ to make ends meet to have enough 
money to live on O I'm having trouble mak¬ 
ing ends meet. 2. the final part of a period of 
time O Can you wait until the end of the 
week? 3. an aim or an intended result □ 
the end justifies the means you can do any¬ 
thing to achieve your aim □ to this end, with 
this end in mind in order to do this O We 
have decided to sell the house and to this 


endanger 

end have put it in the hands of an estate 
agent. ■ verb to be finished, to come to an 
end O The fdm ends with a wedding. O The 
meeting ended with everyone fighting on the 
floor. O The concert should end at about 10 
o ’clock. O The game ended in a draw. 
endanger /in'deim^o/ verb to put in dan¬ 
ger. Antonym protect 

endangered species /in,deind39d 
'spi:Ji:z/ noun a species of animal or plant at 
risk of dying completely 
endear /in'dio/ verb □ to endear someone 
to someone to make someone loved o The 
old teacher endeared herself to generations 
of children. 

endearing /in'diorip/ adj which makes 
you like someone. Synonym appealing 
endeavour /in'devo/ noun an attempt (for¬ 
mal) O All our endeavours to get the car to 
start were in vain. O In spite of all his 
endeavours, he could not avoid bankruptcy. 
■ verb to try hard O He endeavoured to con¬ 
tact her by phone and fax. (NOTE: [all 
senses] The US spelling is endeavor.) 
endemic /en'demik/ adj 1 . (of a pest or 
disease) which is very common in certain 
places O This disease is endemic to Mediter¬ 
ranean countries. 2. (of a plants or animal) 
that exists in a certain area 
(S> ending /'endip/ noun the way a story 
finishes O I like films which have a happy 
ending. O He told us so much of the story that 
we could guess the ending. Antonym 
beginning 

endive /'endiv/ noun a salad vegetable 
with curly leaves 

(3) endless /'endlos/ adj with no apparent 
end 

endlessly /'endlosli/ adv with no apparent 
end 

endocrine gland /'endoukrain glaend/ 
noun a gland which produces hormones 
endorse /in'dois/ verb 1 . to officially mark 
or sign the back of a document □ to endorse 
a cheque to sign a cheque on the back to 
show that you accept it O The cashier asked 
him to endorse the cheque before depositing 
it. □ his driving licence was endorsed his 
licence was marked to show that he had com¬ 
mitted a traffic offence 2. to show approval 
of O I heartily endorse what has just been 
said. O They asked us to endorse Mrs Martin 
as the local candidate. 

endorsement /in'doismont/ noun 1 . ap¬ 
proval O We received a letter inviting our en¬ 
dorsement of his application. (NOTE: no 
plural in this meaning) 2. a note which en¬ 
dorses a driving licence 
endow /in'dau/ verb 1 . to give money 
which will provide a regular income for an 
organisation such as a school or hospital O In 
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her will, she left money to endow a new ward 
in the children’s hospital. 2. □ endowed 
with having certain qualities O He is richly 
endowed with musical talent. O She is not en¬ 
dowed with a sense of humour. 

endowment /in'daumont/ noun the giv¬ 
ing of money to an organisation such as a 
school or hospital O He made an endowment 
to the local animal sanctuary. 
end product /end 'pradAkt/ noun 1. a 
product, made at the end of a production pro¬ 
cess O After six months ’ trial production, the 
end product has still not reached an accept¬ 
able standard. 2. the result at the end of a 
process or discussion O He works hard, but 
the end product isn’t always satisfactory. 
end result /end ri'zAlt/ noun the result at 
the end of a process or discussion. Synonym 
outcome 

(D end up /.end 'Ap/ verb to finish in a par¬ 
ticular situation. Synonym finish up 
endurance /in'djuorons/ noun the ability 
to accept and live with something difficult or 
unpleasant 

endure /in'djuo/ verb 1. to accept and live 
with something difficult and unpleasant O 
The prisoners had to endure great hardship. 
O The pain was more than she could endure. 
2. to last O The memory of that day will en¬ 
dure for ever in my mind. 
enduring /in'djuorir)/ adj which continues 
for a long time. Synonym lasting 
® enemy /'enomi/ noun 1. a person who 
hates you O Did your husband have many en¬ 
emies? (NOTE: The plural is enemies.) 2. the 
country or people fighting against you in a 
war O They attacked enemy airfields with 
bombs. O The enemy has or have advanced to 
three kilometres from the city. (NOTE: The 
plural is enemies. In this meaning the sin¬ 
gular form enemy can take a singular or 
plural verb.) 

energetic /.eno'dgetik/ adj active and 
lively 

energetically /.eno'djetikli/ adv using 
much force 

energise /'enod 3 aiz/, energize verb to 
make someone more energetic. Synonym 

invigorate 

® energy /'enod 3 i/ noun 1. the force or 
strength of a person O He used up a lot of en¬ 
ergy rushing around doing the Christmas 
shopping. O She put all her energies into her 
art gallery. (NOTE: The plural is energies.) 
2. a power which makes something work O 
the use of atomic energy or nuclear energy to 
make electricity O We try to save energy by 
switching off the lights when the rooms are 
empty. O Trams are an energy-efficient 
method of public transport. (NOTE: no plural) 
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energy-saving /'enod 3 i .seivig/ adj 
which saves energy 

enfold /in'fould/ verb to wrap something 
up in something. Synonym envelop 
enforce /in'fois/ verb to make sure a rule is 
obeyed 

enforceable /m'fo:s3b(3)l/ adj which can 
be enforced 

@ enforcement /in'foismont/ noun the 
act of enforcing. Synonym implementation 
enfranchise /m'fraentjaiz/ verb to give 
someone the right to vote in elections 
® engage /in'geid 3 / verb 1. to employ a 
worker ( formal ) o We have engaged a law¬ 
yer to represent us. O The company has en¬ 
gaged twenty new salesmen. 2. to make parts 
of a machine fit into each other O The gears 
aren ’t properly engaged. □ to engage a low 
gear to put your car into a low gear 3. □ to 
be engaged in to be busy with o The whole 
family was engaged in cleaning the car. O 
The general is engaged in high-level talks. 

@ engaged /in'geid 3 d/ adj 1. having offi¬ 
cially stated your intention to marry O She 
was engaged to Tom and then broke it off. O 
John and Sue are engaged: they got engaged 
last week. 2. busy or occupied O You can’t 
speak to the manager - his line is engaged. 

® engagement /in'geidsmont/ noun 1. a 
statement that you intend to get married O 
My son has announced his engagement to 
Pam. O Their engagement was announced in 
the local paper. 2. an appointment O I have 
no engagements for the rest of the day. O She 
noted the appointment in her engagements 
diary. □ to have a prior engagement to al¬ 
ready have an appointment O I can’t meet 
you tonight - I have a prior engagement. 3. 
an agreement to do something □ to break an 
engagement to do something not to do what 
you have legally agreed to do 
engagement ring /in'geidsmont rig/ 
noun a ring given by a man to a woman at 
their engagement 

engaging /in'geid 3 ig/ adj charming 
engender /intends/ verb to produce 
something such as a feeling ( formal) 

(D engine /'end 3 in/ noun 1. a machine 
which powers or drives something O The lift 
engine has broken down again - we shall just 
have to walk up to the 4th floor. O Early in¬ 
dustrial equipment was powered by steam 
engines. 2. a vehicle which pulls a train O 
The engine broke down and the train was 
stuck in the tunnel. 

engine driver /'end 3 in .draivo/ noun a 
person who drives an engine that pulls a train 
(NOTE: The US term is engineer.) 

@ engineer /.endsl'nis/ noun 1. a person 
who looks after technical equipment, espe¬ 
cially engines O There are not enough tele¬ 
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phone engineers in the area. O The photo¬ 
copier ’s broken down again - we ’ll have to 
call the engineer. 2. a person whose profes¬ 
sion is designing mechanical, electrical or in¬ 
dustrial equipment 3. US a person who 
drives an engine that pulls a train (NOTE: The 
British term is engine driver.) 4. (in the 
army) a soldier who specialises in construc¬ 
tion of things such as bridges or defences ■ 
verb to arrange something secretly O She en¬ 
gineered the dismissal of one of her col¬ 
leagues. Synonym bring about 
@ engineering / l end 3 i l niong/ noun the 
science or study of the design of technical 
equipment O The college offers courses in 
electrical engineering. 

engine room /'end 3 in ruim/ noun 1. a 
part of a ship where the engines are O The 
Chief Engineer emerged from the heat of the 
engine room. 2. a part of a team or organisa¬ 
tion that does the most work O The midfield 
is the engine room of a football team. 

® English /'igglij/ adj referring to England 
O the beautiful English countryside O Is the 
English weather really as bad as it is made 
out to be? O I think she is English, although 
she speaks with an Australian accent. (NOTE: 
English is often used instead of British. 
This is a mistake as England is only one 
part of Great Britain. Do not say the English 
Prime Minister, say the British Prime Minis¬ 
ter.) u noun 1. the language of the United 
Kingdom, the USA, Australia, and many 
other countries O Can she speak English ? O 
What’s the English for ‘Autobahn’? O Eng¬ 
lish is not my first language. O We managed 
to make ourselves understood, even though 
no one in the hotel spoke English. O Several 
of her books have been translated into Eng¬ 
lish. 2. English language as a subject taught 
in school or university O She’s good at maths 
but not so good at English. O As well as 
teaching English, he also teaches drama. O 
Mr Smith is our English teacher. O She gives 
English lessons at home in the evenings. O 
There are twenty students in my English 
class. 3. □ the English the people of England 
O The English on the whole are not a very 
emotional people. 

English breakfast /.igglij brekfost/ 
noun a cooked breakfast with bacon, eggs, 
sausages, mushrooms and tomatoes. Com¬ 
pare continental breakfast 
English Channel /.igglij 'tjaen(3)l/ 
noun the sea between England and France 
Englishman /'irjglijman/, English¬ 
woman /'irjglijwumon/ noun a person from 
England (NOTE: The plural is Englishmen, 
Englishwomen.) 

engrave /in'greiv/ verb to cut a pattern or 
letters onto a hard surface. Synonym etch □ 

to be engraved on your memory to be 
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something that you will never forget O The 
scene at the accident is engraved on my 
memory. 

engraver /in'greivo/ noun an artist who 
engraves 

engraving /in'greivig/ noun a picture 
made by printing from a plate that has been 
engraved 

engrossed /in'groust/ adj totally inter¬ 
ested in something 

engrossing /in'grousig/ adj very 
interesting 

engulf /in'gAlf/ verb 1. to swallow up o 
Two villages were engulfed in mud. 2. to 
overwhelm O She was engulfed by feelings of 
remorse. 

(D enhance /in'hains/ verb 1. to increase 
the beauty or value of something O Her 
makeup enhanced the beauty of her dark 
brown eyes. 2. to increase the value or power 
of something O Slot in this new memory 
board to enhance your computer memory. O 
He took steroids to enhance his performance 
as an athlete. 

enhancement /in'hainsmont/ noun an 
improvement in something such as quality or 
value 

enigma /I'nigmo/ noun a mystery or puz¬ 
zle. Synonym paradox 
enigmatic /.emg'mastik/ adj mysterious 
and difficult to understand 
enigmatically /.emg'mastikli/ adv in an 
enigmatic way 

<D enjoy hn'd^oil verb to take pleasure in 
something O Have you enjoyed the holiday 
so far? O When he asked them if they had en¬ 
joyed the film they all answered ‘no ’. O She 
didn’t enjoy the boat trip because she felt 
seasick all the time. □ to enjoy yourself to 
have a good time O Is everyone enjoying 
themselves? O We enjoyed ourselves so much 
that we’re going to the same place for our 
holiday next year. 

<D enjoyable /in'd3oi3b(9)l/ adj which 
pleases. Synonym pleasant. Antonym 
boring 

(D enjoyment /m'dsoimont/ noun plea¬ 
sure. Antonym boredom 
enlarge /in'la:d 3 / verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing bigger O We could enlarge the vegeta¬ 
ble plot and grow more potatoes. 2. to make 
a bigger photograph O I like this photo best: 
I’ll get it enlarged. 3. □ to enlarge on or 
upon something to give details of something 
O Even though we asked him twice, he re¬ 
fused to enlarge upon his meeting with the 
principal. 

enlargement /in'la:d 3 mont/ noun 1 . the 
process of making something bigger 2. a big¬ 
ger photograph than the original 


enlighten /m'lait(3)n/ verb □ to enlighten 
someone on or about something to make 
someone understand something O Will some¬ 
one please enlighten me about or on what is 
happening? 

enlightened /in'lait(9)nd/ adj without any 
prejudice; holding modem ideas 
enlightenment /in'lait(o)nm3nt/ noun 
knowledge, or the absence of ignorance O In 
his search for enlightenment he visited the 
Buddhist monks of the Himalayas. 
Enlightenment /in'lait(3)nmont/ noun 
the 18th century in Europe, the period when 
people did scientific experiments, studied 
classical literature and planned democracy 
enlist /in'list/ verb 1 . to join up voluntarily 
as a member of the armed forces O He left 
school at 18 and enlisted as a soldier for five 
years. 2. □ to enlist someone or someone’s 
help to get someone to help O We enlisted 
our neighbour’s help to cut down the tree. 
enliven /in'laiv(9)n/ verb to make some¬ 
one or something more lively. Synonym 
liven up 

en masse /on 'mass/ adv all together in a 
crowd 

enmity /'enmiti/ noun hatred towards 
someone. Synonym hostility (NOTE: You 
experience enmity towards someone.) 
enormity /I'noimiti/ noun the large size of 
something which is bad or wrong 
(D enormous /I'noimos/ adj very large o 
The ballroom is absolutely enormous. O He 
ate an enormous lunch. Synonym huge. Ant¬ 
onym tiny 

<D enormously /I'noimosli/ adv very 
much. Synonym extremely. Antonym 
slightly 

(D enough /I'nAf/ adj as much as is needed 
O Have you got enough money for your fare 
or to pay your fare? O There isn’t enough 
light to take photographs. Synonym suffi¬ 
cient. Antonym insufficient ■ pron as 
much of something as is needed O I had £20 
in my purse to pay the taxi, but it wasn’t 
enough. O Have you all had enough to eat? ■ 
adv as much as is needed O This box isn’t big 
enough for all these books. O He doesn’t 
work fast enough and so gets behind the 
others. 

enquire /irj'kwaio/ verb another spelling 

of inquire 

enquiry /irj'kwairi/ noun another spelling 

of inquiry 

enrage /in'reid 3 / verb to make someone 
very angry. Synonym infuriate. Antonym 
calm 

enrich /in'ritjv verb 1. to make richer o He 
has no scruples about enriching himself at 
other people’s expense. 2. to benefit, to make 
more fertile O Learning French has enriched 


enriched 
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his life. O Some crops, such as beans, enrich 
the soil. 

enriched An'ritjt/ adj made richer 
enrichment An'ritjfnont/ noun making 
richer. Synonym enhancement 
enrol /in'roul/ verb to admit or be admitted 
as a new member or new student (NOTE: en¬ 
rolling - enrolled. The US spelling is en¬ 
roll.) 

enrolment /in'roulmont/ noun 1. the ac¬ 
tion of admitting new members or new stu¬ 
dents O Enrolment starts next Saturday. 
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning. The US 
spelling is enrollment.) 2. the number of 
students who have enrolled O Student 
enrolments have increased enormously over 
the past three years. (NOTE: The US spelling 
is enrollment.) 

en route /Dn 'ru:t/ noun on the way o The 
tanker sank when she was en route to the 
Gulf. 

ensemble Am'sombol/ noun 1. a small 
group of musicians or singers O a jazz en¬ 
semble O An ensemble played music by Mo¬ 
zart. 2. a set of women’s clothes which 
match O She lost the hat that went with her 
ensemble and couldn’t find another one to 
match. 3. a group of things which go together 
to form a whole O The whole ensemble of 
church, cottages and pub looks just like a 
postcard. 

enshrine An'Jrain/ verb to make some¬ 
thing a legal right that cannot be taken away. 
Synonym protect 

ensign /'ensain/ noun a national flag used 
by a ship 

enslave /in'sleiv/ verb 1. make someone 
into a slave 2. to control someone, taking 
away their freedom 

ensue /in'sju:/ verb to follow, or happen 
after something □ to ensue from to happen 
as a result of O Several important develop¬ 
ments will ensue from the committee’s 
decision. 

ensuing An'sjunr)/ adj which follows. 
Synonym resultant. Antonym preceding 
(D en-suite /,on 'swiit/ adj, adv attached o 
a bedroom with an en-suite shower room 
(D ensure An'Juo/ verb to make sure of 
something O When taking a shower, please 
ensure that the shower curtain is inside the 
bath. (NOTE: Do not confuse with insure.) 
entail /in'teil/ verb to involve having or do¬ 
ing something ( formal) 
entangle An'tasggol/ verb 1 . to catch or tie 
up in O Her dress became entangled in the 
machinery. O The propeller was entangled in 
seaweed. 2. to put in a difficult situation from 
which it is difficult to escape O He became 
emotionally entangled with a colleague. O 


enthralling 

The country is in danger of getting entangled 
in the war. 

® enter /'ento/ verb 1. to go in or to come 
in O He took off his hat as he entered the 
church. O Did they stamp your passport 
when you entered the country? 2. to write 
something in a record O to enter a name on a 
list 3. to decide to take part in a race or com¬ 
petition O She has entered the 2000 metres. 
4. to type information on a keyboard, and put 
it into a computer system O We will just enter 
your name and address on the computer. 5. □ 
to enter into something to begin something 
O to enter into negotiations with a company 
O to enter into an agreement or a contract ■ 
noun the key on a keyboard which you press 
when you have finished keying something, or 
when you want to start a new line O To log 
on to the system, type your password and 
press enter, t entrance, entry 
(D enterprise /'entopraiz/ noun 1. a busi¬ 
ness venture, especially something that in¬ 
volves some risk O Their latest enterprise is 
importing carpets from Turkey. 2. a method 
of organising business O The state should not 
interfere with free enterprise. □ private en¬ 
terprise all businesses which are not 
state-owned 3. a commercial firm, a business 
organisation O They have merged with an¬ 
other huge industrial enterprise. □ a 
small-scale enterprise a small business 
enterprising /'entopraizig/ adj using ini¬ 
tiative. Synonym innovative 
entertain ^ento'tein/ verb 1. to amuse 
someone O He entertained us with stories of 
his life in the army. O We hired a clown to 
entertain the children. O The tourists were 
entertained by the local dance troupe. 2. to 
offer meals, accommodation and visits to 
someone O They ’re entertaining some Swed¬ 
ish friends this evening. 3. to be ready to con¬ 
sider a proposal ( formal) o They said they 
would entertain any suggestions we might 
like to make. 

(D entertainer /.ento'teino/ noun a person 
who entertains people. Synonym performer 
(D entertaining /.ento'teinir)/ adj amusing 
® entertainment /.ento'teinmont/ noun 
1. a public amusement O She sang for their 
entertainment. O There’s not much entertain¬ 
ment in the village - the nearest cinema is 
25km away. 2. offering someone accommo¬ 
dation, meals and visits O The entertainment 
of the visiting managing director and his wife 
cost us a fortune. 

enthral An'0ro:l/ verb to keep someone’s 
attention (NOTE: enthralling - enthralled. 

The US spelling is enthrall.) 
enthralling /in'0ro:lir)/ adj extremely in¬ 
teresting. Synonym fascinating. Antonym 
boring 
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enthuse /in'0ju:z/ verb □ to enthuse 
about or over something to show great in¬ 
terest in something ( informal ) o He spent the 
evening enthusing over his new car. O She 
came away from the meeting enthused by the 
speaker’s vision of the future. 
d> enthusiasm /in'0ju:zi2ez(3)m/ noun 
great interest and liking O We succeeded, 
thanks to the enthusiasm and hard work of a 
small group of members. O She showed a lot 
of enthusiasm for our new project. 
enthusiast /in'0ju:zisest/ noun a person 
who shows great interest in something. Syn¬ 
onym fan 

<D enthusiastic /in,0ju:zi'aestik/ adj 
showing great interest and approval O The 
editor was very enthusiastic about my book. 
O There were enthusiastic cheers at the end 
of the performance. Synonym eager. Ant¬ 
onym apathetic 

enthusiastically /in^juizi'aestikli/ adv 
with enthusiasm 

entice /in'tais/ verb to attract or to tempt 
someone to do something. Synonym lure 
enticing /in'taisir)/ adj which attracts or 
tempts someone to do something. Synonym 

tempting 

<D entire /in'taio/ adj whole o We spent the 
entire day gardening. O The entire cast came 
on the stage and bowed to the audience. 

<D entirely /in'taioli/ adv completely o / 
agree with you entirely. O This is an entirely 
separate problem. 

entirety /in'taioriti/ noun a full amount □ 
in its entirety completely O He read the 
book in its entirety. 

<D entitle /in'tait(3)l/ verb 1. to give some¬ 
one the right to O I am entitled to five weeks ’ 
holiday a year. 2. to give a title to something 
O Tolstoy wrote a book entitled ‘War and 
Peace ’. 

entitlement /m'tait(9)lmont/ noun a right 
to have something 

(D entity /'entiti/ noun a thing which exists 
as a separate unit 

entomologist /,ent3'mDbd3ist/ noun a 
scientist who studies insects 
entomology /.ento'mDlodsi/ noun the 
study of insects 

entourage /'ontura^/ noun a group of 
people such as secretaries, assistants and ad¬ 
visers surrounding an important person 
entrails /'entreilz/ plural noun the intes¬ 
tines of animals. Synonym guts 
@ entrance noun /'entrons/ 1. a door for 
going in O She was sitting at the entrance to 
the museum. O We will meet at the Oxford 
Street entrance of Selfridges. □ back en¬ 
trance a back doorway □ main entrance a 
main doorway O The taxi will drop you at the 
main entrance. 2. □ entrance (charge) or 
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entrance fee money which you have to pay 
to go in O Entrance is £1.50 for adults and 
£1 for children. ■ verb /in'trains/ to make 
someone very happy O The audience was en¬ 
tranced by his singing. Synonym captivate 
entrance fee /'entrons fi:/ noun a fee 
paid to go into a place such as a museum or a 
sports stadium 

entrancing /in'trainsir)/ adj which makes 
you very happy. Antonym boring 
entrant /'entrant/ noun a person who en¬ 
ters a race or a competition. Synonym 

applicant 

entreat /in'triit/ verb to ask again and 

again. Antonym demand 

entreaty /m'triiti/ noun a plea. Synonym 

appeal 

entree /'ontrei/ noun 1. the main dish in a 
meal O You have the choice of three starters 
and four entrees. 2. a right to be part of 
something O Becoming director of the Na¬ 
tional Theatre gave him the entree to the 
highest artistic circles. 
entrench /in'trentj/ verb 1. □ to entrench 
yourself to establish yourself very firmly O 
She rapidly entrenched herself as the key fig¬ 
ure in the sales department. 2. (of soldiers) 
to dig trenches as a protection O The enemy 
forces are entrenched on the top of the hill. 
entrenched /in'trentjt/ adj □ firmly en¬ 
trenched firmly established O It takes time to 
change firmly entrenched attitudes. 
entrepreneur /.ontropro'na:/ noun a per¬ 
son who directs a company and takes risks 
commercially 

entrepreneurial /.Dntropro'nstriol/ adj 
taking risks in business 
entrust /in'trAst/ verb □ to entrust some¬ 
thing to someone or to entrust someone 
with something to give someone the respon¬ 
sibility for looking after something O She en¬ 
trusted the care of her children to her 
brother. O He was entrusted with the keys to 
the office safe. O Why did she entrust him 
with all her money? 

® entry /'entri/ noun 1 . going in o The sign 
on the door said ‘No Entry ’. □ entry charge 
or entry fee an amount of money to be paid 
before going into a place such as a musuem O 
The entry charge is £5. 2. written informa¬ 
tion in a reference book, an accounts ledger 
or computer system O She looked up the en¬ 
try on ‘roses’ in the gardening encyclo¬ 
paedia. □ to make an entry in to write de¬ 
tails in a book O No one had made any en¬ 
tries in the register yet that day. 
entryphone /'entrifoun/ noun a telephone 
or intercom at the entrance of a house or 
block of flats, through which visitors speak 
to someone inside before entering 


entry visa 

entry visa /'entri ,viizo/ noun a pass al¬ 
lowing someone to enter a country 
entwine /in'twain/ verb to twist two things 
together 

E number /' i: 'nAmbo/ noun a classifica¬ 
tion number for food additives, used in the 
European Union 

enumerate /I'njuimoreit/ verb to make a 
list of things one after another ( formal ) 
enunciate /I'nAnsieit/ verb to pronounce 
words clearly 

enunciation /i,nAnsi'eiJ(3)n/ noun clear 
pronunciation 

envelop /in'velop/ verb to cover some¬ 
thing; to surround something with a cover¬ 
ing. Synonym enfold 

(D envelope /'envoloup/ noun a folded pa¬ 
per cover for sending letters O She wrote the 
address on the envelope and sealed it. O The 
shopkeeper wrote down all the information 
on the back of an envelope. □ a stamped ad¬ 
dressed envelope (s.a.e.) an envelope with 
your own address written on it and a stamp 
stuck on it to pay for return postage O Please 
send a stamped addressed envelope for fur¬ 
ther details and our latest catalogue. 
enviable /'enviob(o)l/ adj which one can 
envy. Synonym desirable 
envious /'envios/ adj feeling or showing 
envy. Synonym jealous 
3) environment /in'vaironmont/ noun 1. 
the surroundings in which we live O The en¬ 
vironment in the office is not good for con¬ 
centrated work. □ the working environment 
the general surroundings in which a person 
works 2. the earth, its natural features and re¬ 
sources, seen as the place where humans ex¬ 
ist O They are trying to protect the 
environment. □ environment protection the 
act of protecting the environment against 
pollution 

® environmental /in.vairon'mentCo)!/ 
adj referring to the environment O measures 
taken to protect against environmental pollu¬ 
tion O She’s joined an environmental group. 
Synonym ecological □ Environmental 
Health Officer (EHO) an official of a local 
authority who examines the enviromnent and 
tests for things such as air pollution 
environmentalist /in.vairon'mentlist/ 
noun a person who is concerned with pro¬ 
tecting the environment. Synonym ecologist 
environmentally friendly /in,vairon 
ment(o)li 'frendli/ adj minimising harm to 
the natural environment 
environs /in'vaironz/ plural noun the area 
around a place. Synonym vicinity 
d> envisage /in'vizid 3 / verb to imagine 
something in your mind which could possi¬ 
bly happen in the future 
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envision /in'vi 3 (o)n/ verb US same as 

envisage 

(D envoy /'envoi/ noun a person sent offi¬ 
cially by one country to another 
envy /'envi/ noun a feeling that you would 
like to have something which someone else 
has O Her beautiful long blonde hair filled us 
all with envy. Synonym jealousy ■ verb to 
feel you would like to be someone else O I 
don’t envy him with a job like that! □ to envy 
someone something to want to have some¬ 
thing which someone else has O We all envy 
Sue her new car. 

(D enzyme /'enzaim/ noun a protein pro¬ 
duced by living cells which makes other sub¬ 
stances change, as when digestion takes place 
epaulette /'epolet/ noun a decorative strip 
on the shoulder of a soldier’s uniform (NOTE: 
The US spelling is epaulet.) 
ephemera h 'femora/ plural noun things 
which do not normally exist for a long time, 
but which people keep and collect 
ephemeral /I'femorol/ adj which does not 
last long. Antonym lasting 
epic /'epik/ noun a long poem or film, espe¬ 
cially about war O There’s an old Hollywood 
epic on TV this afternoon. O The reading was 
an extract from Homer’s epic, the ‘Iliad’. 
Synonym classic. Antonym short story ■ 
adj long and difficult o his epic struggle 
against the local planning authority. Syn¬ 
onym marathon. Antonym minuscule 
epicentre /'episento/ noun a point on the 
earth’s surface above the centre of an earth¬ 
quake (NOTE: The US spelling is epicenter.) 
epicure /'epikjuo/ noun a person who is 
fond of food and drink, and who knows a lot 
about it. Synonym gourmet 
epidemic /.epi'demik/ noun the spread of 
an infectious disease quickly through a large 
number of people 

epidermis /,epi'd3:mis/ noun the outer 
layer of skin 

epigram /'epigraem/ noun a short witty 
saying 

epilepsy /'epilepsi/ noun a disorder of the 
nervous system in which there are convul¬ 
sions and loss of consciousness 
epileptic /.epi'leptik/ adj referring to epi¬ 
lepsy O He had an epileptic fit. ■ noun a per¬ 
son who has epilepsy (NOTE: Many people 
avoid using this word, as it causes offence, 
and prefer to say a person with epilepsy.) 
epilogue /'epilog/ noun a short text at the 
end of a long book or play. Compare pro¬ 
logue (NOTE: The US spelling is epilog.) 
episode /'episoud/ noun 1. a short section 
of a longer story, especially one part of a TV 
series O Do you remember the episode where 
the ghost appears? O The hero’s father re¬ 
turns in the third episode. 2. a short period of 
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your life O It’s an episode in his marriage 
which he would rather forget. 
episodic /,epi'sDdik/ adj which is de¬ 
scribed in episodes 
epistle /i'pis(3)l/ noun a long letter 
epitaph /'epita:f/ noun words written on a 
gravestone. Synonym inscription 
epithet /'epiGet/ noun a phrase used to de¬ 
scribe a person, such as ‘Ivan the Terrible’, 
epitome /I'pitomi/ noun a person who 
shows a particular quality very strongly. Ant¬ 
onym antithesis 

epitomise /I'pitsmaiz/, epitomize verb to 
show a quality very strongly. Synonym 

typify 

epoch /'iipDk/ noun a major period of time. 
Synonym era 

epoch-making /'iipok ,meikig/ adj very 
important from a historical point of view. 
Synonym historic. Antonym insignificant 
eponymous /I'pcmmos/ adj who has 
given his or her name to something 
epoxy resin /i.poksi 'rezin/ noun a strong 
synthetic substance, used especially to make 
glue 

equable /'ekwob(o)l/ adj calm, not easily 
worried. Synonym composed. Antonym 
jumpy 

<D equal /'iikwol/ adj with exactly the same 
amount as O His share is equal to mine. O 
Male and female employees must have equal 
pay. O The two sticks are of equal length or 
are equal in length. □ all things being equal 
assuming nothing else has changed O All 
things being equal, I’d prefer to go on holi¬ 
day in June. □ equal to the task able to carry 
out the task O He was put in charge of the 
prison, but was quickly found not to be equal 
to the task. ■ verb 1 . to be exactly the same 
as O His time for the 100 metres equals the 
existing record. 2. to give a particular result 
O Two plus two equals four. O Ten take away 
four equals six. (NOTE: equalling - 
equalled. The US spelling is equaling - 
equaled) ■ noun a person who is on the 
same level as someone else O I don’t con¬ 
sider him your equal. O We’re all equals 
here. 

equalise /'iikwolaiz/, equalize verb 1. (in 
a game) to make a score equal o They equa¬ 
lised just before half-time. 2. to make things 
equal O We are trying to equalise the avail¬ 
ability of medical supplies throughout the 
region. 

equaliser /'iikwolaizo/ noun a goal or 
point which makes the score equal 
equality /I'kwoliti/ noun a situation where 
people are equal O policies to ensure equality 
in the workplace. Synonym parity. Antonym 
inequality 


equinox 

(D equally /'iikwoli/ adv in exactly the 
same way O They are all equally guilty. O 
Here men and women are paid equally badly. 
O They were both equally responsible for the 
mistake. 

equal opportunities /.iikwol Dpo- 
'tjuimtiz/ plural noun equal chances to be 
employed, regardless of age, race, sex, etc. 
equal opportunity /.iikwol Dpo'tjuimti/ 
noun a situation where everyone, regardless 
of sex, race, class, etc., has the same opportu¬ 
nity to get a job 

equals sign /'iikwolz sain/ noun a 
printed or written sign (=) showing that one 
thing is the same as another 
equanimity /.ekwo'mmiti/ noun being 
calm, not getting flustered. Synonym com¬ 
posure (NOTE: no plural) 
equate /I'kweit/ verb □ to equate one 
thing with another to see two things as 
equal or the same O In his mind, he equates a 
high salary with a stressful life. 

<D equation /i'kwei 3 (o)n/ noun 1. a mathe¬ 
matical or chemical formula showing that 
two parts are equal O Let me show you how 
this equation can be solved. O He formulated 
the equation for converting mass to energy. 
2. a situation where various factors have to 
be considered O Making a profit is difficult 
enough, but when higher interest rates are 
brought into the equation it becomes 
impossible. 

equator /I'kweito/ noun the imaginary line 
running round the circumference of the earth 
at an equal distance from the North and 
South Poles 

equatorial /.ekwo'toiriol/ adj referring to 
the equator 

equestrian /I'kwestrion/ adj referring to 
horse-riding O The Olympic equestrian 
events have been postponed because of an 
outbreak of flu amongst the horses. ■ noun a 
horse rider O Only experienced equestrians 
should attempt this highly demanding course. 
equidistant /.iikwi'distont/ adj at an 
equal distance from something 
equilateral / l i:kwi l laet(o)rol/ adj with all 
sides the same length. Synonym 
symmetrical 

(D equilibrium /.iikwi'libriom/ noun 1. 
the state of being perfectly balanced o The 
electromagnetic forces are in a state of equi¬ 
librium. O We do not want to disturb the 
present political equilibrium in the region. 2. 
the state of being calm O During the argu¬ 
ment, she struggled to retain her equilibrium. 
equine /'ekwain/ adj referring to horses 
equinox /'iikwinoks/ noun one of the two 
occasions in the year when the day and night 
are of equal length, occurring on about 
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March 21st and September 22nd (NOTE: The 

plural is equinoxes.) 

equip /I'kwip/ verb □ to equip someone or 
something with something to provide some¬ 
one or something with something O a holi¬ 
day flat equipped with a washing machine 
and dishwasher O The course will equip you 
with all the skills you need to practise 
scuba-diving. 

(D equipment /I'kwipmont/ noun all the 
things such as tools, arms and machinery 
which are needed O He brought all his cam¬ 
era equipment with him. O Do you really 
need all this fire-fighting equipment on a 
ship? (NOTE: no plural: for one item say a 
piece of equipment) 

equitable /'ekwit9b(9)l/ adj fair or just 
{formal). Antonym unfair 
equitably /'ekwitobli/ adv in an equitable 
way 

equities /'ekwitiz/ plural noun ordinary 
shares 

equity /'ekwiti/ noun a fair system of jus¬ 
tice O She complained about the lack of eq¬ 
uity in the company’s pay structure. □ in 
equity being fair 

(D equivalent /I'kwivolont/ noun a thing 
which has the same value, strength or impor¬ 
tance as something else O What is the Ameri¬ 
can equivalent of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer? O I gave him $2000 and he paid 
me the equivalent in euros. ■ adj having the 
same value or the same strength as something 
else O Two pints and a litre are roughly 
equivalent. O She handed me the equivalent 
amount in Swiss francs. Synonym equal. 
Antonym different □ to be equivalent to to 
have the same value as, or to be the same as 
O A litre is roughly equivalent to two pints. 
equivocal /i'kwiV3k(o)l/ adj ambiguous; 
which misleads on purpose. Synonym 
vague. Antonym unambiguous 
(D er /3i/ interj showing that you are 
hesitating 

era /' ioro/ noun a long period of history 
eradicate /fraedikeit/ verb to wipe out or 
to remove completely. Synonym eliminate 
eradication /i.rgedi'keiJXojn/ noun the 
complete removal of something. Synonym 
abolition (NOTE: no plural) 

(D erase verb /I'reiz/ to rub out writing ■ to 
remove recorded material from a tape, or data 
from a disk O I’ve erased your recording of 
the concert by mistake. 

<D eraser /I'reizo/ noun US a piece of rub¬ 
ber for removing writing in pencil (NOTE: 
The British term is rubber.) 
erect /I'rekt/ adj standing vertical or stick¬ 
ing up straight O She held herself erect as she 
walked down the aisle. Synonym upright. 
Antonym prone ■ verb to put up something 


eruption 

vertical, such as a mast or a building O They 
are planning to erect a monument to the prin¬ 
cess. O The civilians rushed to hide in hast¬ 
ily-erected bomb shelters. 
erection /I'rekjon/ noun 1. the action of 
putting up ( formal) o The erection of the tent 
took about 5 minutes. (NOTE: no plural in this 
meaning) 2. a state where the penis becomes 
stiff and swollen from sexual excitement 
ergonomics /,3:g3'nDmiks/ noun the 
study of how tools or furniture can be best 
designed to make them easy and comfortable 
to use 

erode /fraud/ verb to wear away gradually. 
Synonym wear away 

<D erosion /i'rau 3 (a)n/ noun the act of 
wearing away (NOTE: no plural) 
erotic /frotik/ adj strongly sexual. Syn¬ 
onym sexy 

err /31/ verb to make a mistake; to be at fault 
( formal ) Synonym go wrong □ to err on the 
side of something to use more of something 
than is necessary, as a precaution □ she 
erred on the side of caution she was more 
cautious than she needed to be 
errand /'erond/ noun a short trip out to buy 
something. Synonym task □ to run errands 
for someone to do things such as shopping or 
taking messages for someone O The old lady 
asked him to run an errand for her. 
erratic /I'raetik/ adj irregular or wild. Syn¬ 
onym unpredictable. Antonym consistent 
erratically /I'rsetikli/ adv in a wild manner 
erratum /e'raitom/ noun a mistake in a 
printed book (NOTE: The plural is errata.) 
erroneous /I'rounios/ adj wrong {formal). 
Synonym mistaken. Antonym correct 
erroneously /I'rouniosli/ adv by mistake 
® error /'ero/ noun a mistake o The waiter 
made an error in calculating the total. O She 
must have made a typing error. O There isn’t 
a single error in the whole document. □ com¬ 
puter error a mistake made by a computer □ 
in error by mistake O The parcel was sent to 
our Edinburgh office in error. 
erstwhile /'3istwail/ adj former {formal) 
erudite /'erudait/ adj well educated and 
very knowledgeable {formal) 
erudition /,eru'dij(3)n/ noun great learn¬ 
ing. Antonym ignorance 
erupt /frApt/ verb 1. {of a volcano) to 
throw out lava and ash O The volcano last 
erupted in 1968. 2. to start to become violent 
suddenly O A row erupted over the closure of 
the station walkway. 3. {of a person) to be¬ 
come angry suddenly O He listened to the 
discussion for a while and then erupted 
angrily. 

eruption /I'rApJon/ noun 1. the throwing 
out of lava and ash by a volcano O Several 
villages were destroyed in the volcanic erup- 
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tion of 1978. 2. breaking through the skin, as 
in the appearance of spots on the face O an 
eruption of pimples on his neck 
ESC abbr ESCAPE key 
escalate /'eskaleit/ verb 1. to get worse or 
more violent O Our financial problems have 
escalated. O The conflict escalated into an 
all-out war. 2. to increase steadily O Prices 
escalated during the year. 
escalation /.esks'leiJXsjn/ noun an in¬ 
crease. Synonym rise. Antonym reduction 
escalator /'eskaleits/ noun a moving 
staircase 

escapade /'eskspeid/ noun an exciting 
adventure 

<D escape /I'skeip/ noun the action of get¬ 
ting away from prison or from a difficult situ¬ 
ation O There were three escapes from this 
jail last year. O A weekend by the sea was a 
wonderful escape from the office. □ we had a 
narrow escape we were almost killed ■ verb 

1. to get away from prison or from a difficult 
situation O He escaped from the prison by 
sawing through the bars. O A panther has es¬ 
caped from the zoo and is roaming the coun¬ 
tryside. 2. to get out of a container O the hiss 
of escaping gas 3. to be difficult to think of 
or remember □ the name of the restaurant 
escapes me I can’t remember the name of the 
restaurant 

ESCAPE key /i'skeip ki:/ noun the key 
which stops what is happening on a computer 
and returns to the main program. Abbr ESC 
escapism /i'skeipiz(9)m/ noun thinking 
about something marvellous or fantastic in 
order to forget about your ordinary daily 
existence 

escapist /I'skeipist/ adj, noun a person 
who thinks about something marvellous or 
fantastic in order to forget about his or her or¬ 
dinary daily existence 

escarpment /I'skaipmant/ noun a steep 
slope. Synonym cliff 

eschew /is'tju:/ verb to avoid something 
escort noun /'eskoit/ 1. a person or group 
of people accompanying someone O The 
president had a police escort to the airport. 

2. a person who accompanies someone else 
to a social event O She wore red silk and her 
escort wore a kilt. ■ verb /I'skoit/ to accom¬ 
pany someone O The police escorted the 
group into the hotel. O I was escorted around 
by our local MP. O The liner entered harbour 
escorted by a flotilla of yachts. 

Eskimo /'eskimou/ adj referring to the na¬ 
tive people living in the north of Canada and 
Greenland O He collects Eskimo carvings of 
whales and polar bears. ■ noun one of a na¬ 
tive people living in the north of Canada and 
Greenland O Eskimos hunt seals and polar 
bears. (NOTE: The plural is Eskimo or Eski¬ 


mos. Note also that they are generally 
called by the name they use themselves: 

the Inuit.) 

ESL abbr English as a Second Language 
ESOL /'iisDl/ abbr English for Speakers of 
Other Languages 

esoteric /,es9u'terik/ adj understood by 
very few people 

ESP abbr 1 . English for Special Purposes 2. 
extrasensory perception 
especial /i'speJXo)l/ adj same as special 
(D especially /I'speJXsjli/ adv particularly 
O The case is especially heavy. □ not 
especially not very, or not very much O Do 
you want to go out? - Not especially. 
espionage /'espisna^/ noun the practice 
of spying 

esplanade ^espls'neid/ noun a long level 
road or path, especially one along the edge of 
a beach in a town 

espouse /I'spauz/ verb to support a cause 
( archaic) 

espresso /e'spressu/ noun strong black 
Italian coffee, served in very small cups 
Esq abbr esquire □ George Martin, Esq a 
very polite form of address written after a 
man’s name on an envelope 
(D essay /'esei / noun a piece of writing on a 
specific subject O a collection of the philoso¬ 
pher ’s most famous essays O For our home¬ 
work, we have to write an essay on pollution. 
Synonym paper 

essence /'es(9)ns/ noun 1 . a pure extract 
taken from something O custard flavoured 
with vanilla essence 2. the central part of an 
argument O The essence of what she had to 
say was very clear. 3. □ in essence basically 
O His plan is in essence the same as the one 
which we discussed last year. 

(D essential A'senjal/ adj which is very 
important or which you cannot do without O 
The refugees are lacking essential winter 
clothing. O You can survive without food for 
some time, but water is essential. O It is es¬ 
sential that we get the delivery on time. ■ 
noun a thing which is very important or 
which you cannot do without O Sun cream is 
an essential in the desert. O We’ve got all the 
basic essentials - food, water and fuel. □ the 
bare essentials the absolute necessities of 
life. Synonym necessity. Antonym extra¬ 
vagance 

® essentially /I'senjsli/ adv basically, for 
the most part O My new job is essentially not 
so very different from my old one. O Although 
he’s essentially a kind man, he does lose his 
temper sometimes. 

(D establish /I'staebliJV verb 1. to create 
something, to set something up O The busi¬ 
ness was established in Scotland in 1823. O 
We need to establish a good working rela- 


established 


282 


ethos 


tionship with our colleagues. 2. to show 
something to be true O If only the police 
could establish where the car was parked 
that evening. O It’s difficult to establish what 
her reasons are for resigning. 

® established /i'staeblijt/ adj which has 
been shown to be true. Synonym 
recognised 

(D establishment /I'staeblijmont/ noun 
1. the creation of something O She helped 
them with the establishment of the local 
drama society. (NOTE: no plural in this 
meaning) 2. a business; an organisation o 
It’s an establishment which imports radios 
from China. O He runs an important teaching 
establishment. 3. the number of people work¬ 
ing in a company □ to be on the establish¬ 
ment to be a full-time employee 
Establishment /I'stasblijmont/ noun 
people who occupy influential positions in 
society or who are in authority O He spent a 
lot of his life fighting against the 
Establishment. 

(g> estate A'steit/ noun 1. a large area of 
land belonging to one owner O He owns a 
250-acre estate in Norfolk. 2. property 
owned by a person at the time of his or her 
death O The solicitor announced the value of 
grandfather’s estate. □ estate duty tax on 
property left by a dead person 
estate agency /I'steit ,eid39nsi/ noun an 
office which arranges for the sale of build¬ 
ings and land 

estate agent /i'steit ,eid 3 ont/ noun a 
person who sells buildings and land 
estate car /i'steit ka:/ noun a large car 
with a flat space behind the seats where par¬ 
cels or suitcases can be stored (NOTE: The 
US term is station wagon.) 
estate duty /i'steit ,dju:ti/ noun tax paid 
on the property left by a dead person (NOTE: 
The US term is death duty.) 
esteem /I'stiim/ noun respect o The staff 
seem to have very little esteem for the direc¬ 
tors. Antonym contempt □ to hold some¬ 
one in (high) esteem to respect someone o 
She is someone whose work we hold in the 
highest esteem. ■ verb to admire someone 
esteemed /i'sti:md/ adj admired and 
respected 

© estimate noun /'estimot/ 1. a calcula¬ 
tion which shows the approximate amount of 
something, or its worth or cost O I wasn ’t in 
when they came to read the gas meter, so this 
bill is only an estimate. O Your estimate of 
two dozen visitors proved to be correct. □ 
she gave me a rough estimate she gave me 
an approximate calculation 2. a price quoted 
by a supplier for work to be done O Three 
firms put in estimates for the job. (NOTE: of¬ 
ten called a quote) ■ verb /'estimeit/1. to 
calculate approximately the cost or worth of 


something O I estimate that it will cost 
£100,000. O He estimated costs at £50,000. 
2. to calculate a price before supplying an 
item or doing a job □ to estimate for a job to 
state in writing the probable costs of carrying 
out ajob 

estimation /,esti'meij(3)n/ noun an opin¬ 
ion or judgement ( formal ) 
estranged /i'streind 3 d/ adj no longer liv¬ 
ing with a husband or wife 
estuary /'estjuori/ noun a part of a river 
where it meets the sea, composed of fresh 
and salt water (NOTE: The plural is estuar¬ 
ies.) 

et al. /et 'ael/ adv and the others 
etch /etJ/ verb to engrave on metal with 
acid □ the scene at the accident is etched in 
my mind I can remember the scene at the ac¬ 
cident very clearly 

etching /'et/ig/ noun 1. the art of engrav¬ 
ing on metal with acid O He started with oil 
colours and has now taken up etching. 
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 2. a picture 
made by printing from metal engraved with 
acid O He has several etchings by Whistler. 
eternal /I't3inl/ adj lasting for ever or for a 
long time. Synonym everlasting. Antonym 
transient 

eternally /i't3:n(o)li/ adv 1. for ever o I 
shall be eternally grateful to you. 2. all the 
time O She’s eternally wanting to go the loo. 
eternity /i't3imti/ noun a never-ending pe¬ 
riod of time □ it will take an eternity it will 
take a very long time ( informal ) o If you in¬ 
sist on correcting every mistake by hand it 
will take an eternity. 

ethereal /I'Gioriol/ adj very light and un¬ 
real ( formal ) 

Ethernet /'i:0onet/ trademark a system for 
exchanging messages between computers on 
a local area network 

ethic /'e0ik/ noun a principle of good and 
moral behaviour O the Christian ethic 
ethical /'e0ik(o)l/ adj morally right 
ethically /'e0ikli/ adv referring to ethics 
ethics /'e0iks/ plural noun moral principles 
(D ethnic /'e0mk/ adj relating to race o The 
census shows the ethnic makeup of the popu¬ 
lation. Synonym cultural 
ethnically /'eGnikli/ adv in a way which 
relates to race 

ethnic cleansing /,e0mk 'klenzig/ noun 
killing people, or removing people from an 
area, because of their race or religion 
ethnicity /eG'msiti/ noun the fact of be¬ 
longing to a particular ethnic group 
ethnic minority /,e0mk mai'noriti/ noun 
a part of the population which is of different 
racial origin to the majority 
ethos /'i:0os/ noun beliefs or characteris¬ 
tics, especially those of a group of people 


etiquette 

etiquette /'etiket/ noun a correct way of 
behaving in society. Synonym manners □ 
professional etiquette the rules of behaviour 
in a profession O Passing the details of the 
client’s will to his brother was a breach of 
professional etiquette. 

etymological / l etim9'lDd3ik(o)l/ adj re¬ 
ferring to etymology 

etymology /.eti'molodsi/ noun the study 
of the ways in which words and their mean¬ 
ings have developed (NOTE: The plural is et¬ 
ymologies.) 

(§> EU abbr European Union (NOTE: formerly 
called the European Community) 

eucalyptus /Juiko'liptos/ noun an Aus¬ 
tralian hardwood tree with strong-smelling 
resin 

Eucharist /'juikorist/ noun a Christian 
ceremony of taking bread and wine, in mem¬ 
ory of Christ’s last supper 
eulogy /'ju:lod 3 i/ noun a speech, espe¬ 
cially one given at a funeral praising some¬ 
one. Synonym tribute (NOTE: The plural is 
eulogies.) 

euphemism /'juifomiz^m/ noun a word 
or phrase used in place of a more offensive or 
unpleasant word 

euphemistically /Juifo'mistikli/ adv 
used as a euphemism 

euphoria /jui'foirio/ noun a burst of ex¬ 
treme happiness. Synonym elation. Ant¬ 
onym despair (NOTE: no plural) 
euphoric /jui'forik/ adj very happy. Syn¬ 
onym overjoyed. Antonym despairing 
(J) euro /'juorou/ noun a monetary unit of 
the European Union O Many articles are 
priced in euros. O What ‘s the exchange rate 
for the euro? (NOTE: written € before num¬ 
bers: €250: say: ‘two hundred and fifty 
euros’) 

Euro- /juorou/ prefix referring to Europe or 
the European Union 

(D Europe /'juorop/ proper noun 1. the 
continent of Europe, the part of the world to 
the west of Asia, from Russia to Ireland O 
Most of the countries of Western Europe are 
member's of the EU. O Poland is in eastern 
Europe, and Greece, Spain and Portugal are 
in southern Europe. 2. the same area, but not 
including the UK O Holidays in Europe are 
less popular than last year. 3. the European 
Union O Canadian exports to Europe have 
risen by 25%. 4. other European Union coun¬ 
tries but not including the UK O UK exports 
to Europe have increased this year. 

(D European /Juoro'piion/ adj referring to 
Europe 

® European Union /Juoropiion 
■juinjon/ noun an organisation which links 
several European countries together based on 


evasively 

the four freedoms of movement: movement 
of goods, of capital, of people and of services 
Eurostar /'juorousta:/ trademark a train 
service from England to France and Belgium, 
through the Channel Tunnel 
Eurozone /'juorouzoun/ noun the coun¬ 
tries in Europe which use the euro as 
currency 

Eustachian tube /jui'stei/^n tju:b/ 
noun the tube which comiects the middle ear 
to the throat 

euthanasia /JmBo'neizio/ noun mercy 
killing, the killing of a sick person in order to 
put an end to his or her suffering (NOTE: no 
plural) 

d) evacuate /I'vaekju.eit/ verb to make 
people leave a dangerous place 
evacuation /i.Vcekju'ei^o)^ noun the re¬ 
moval of people from a dangerous place. 
Antonym influx 

evacuee /i.vaekju'i:/ noun a person who 
has been evacuated. Synonym refugee 
evade /I'veid/ verb to avoid or escape 
something □ to evade tax to try illegally to 
avoid paying tax 

evaluate /I'vseljueit/ verb to calculate the 
value of something 

(D evaluation /^vaelju'ei^o)^ noun the 
act of calculating a value (NOTE: no plural) 
evangelical /.iivaen'dselik^)!/ adj refer¬ 
ring to certain Protestant churches and their 
teaching of the Bible 

evangelism /i'v£end33liz(3)m/ noun 1. 
the act of spreading the teachings of Christ 2. 
the enthusiastic promotion of something 
evangelist /i'v£end 3 olist/ noun 1. one of 
the four men who wrote the Christian Gos¬ 
pels; Matthew, Mark, Luke or John 2. some¬ 
one who tries to persuade people to become 
Christians O The American evangelist is 
coming to England as part of his world tour. 
evaporate /I'vaeporeit/ verb 1. (of liquid) 
to be converted into vapour by heat O Water 
gradually evaporates from the soil. 2. to dis¬ 
appear O As soon as he saw the light at the 
end of the tunnel, all his fears evaporated. 
evaporated milk /i.vaeporeitid 'milk/ 
noun milk reduced by evaporation 
evaporation /^vsepo'rei^o)^ noun the 
process of liquid turning into vapour. Syn¬ 
onym vaporisation (NOTE: no plural) 
evasion /i'vei 3 (o)n/ noun the act of avoid¬ 
ing something □ he was accused of tax eva¬ 
sion he was accused of illegally trying not to 
pay tax 

evasive /I'veisiv/ adj which tries to avoid 
something □ to give evasive answers to try 
to avoid answering questions directly. Ant¬ 
onym direct 

evasively /I'veisivli/ adj in a way that tries 
to avoid a direct answer 
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evasiveness /I'veisivnos/ noun the act of 
trying to avoid a direct answer (NOTE: no 
plural) 

eve /i:v/ noun 1 . the night or day before o 
On the eve of the election the ministers pre¬ 
pared to celebrate. □ Christmas Eve 24th 
December □ New Year’s Eve 31st Decem¬ 
ber 2. a short time before an event □ on the 
eve of our departure just before we left 
3) even /'i:v(o)n/ adj 1. flat, level o The 
road has a smooth even surface. 2. which 
does not change O They kept up an even pace 
for miles. O The temperature is an even 28° 
all through the day. 3. equal in a competition 
O At the end of the competition three teams 
were even with 96 points. □ to get even with 
someone to try to have your revenge on 
someone 4. □ to break even to make no 
profit, but no loss either O The company is 
just breaking even. ■ adv used for showing 
surprise or making an expression stronger O 
He doesn 't even like strawberries. O Even the 
cleverest businessperson can make mistakes. 
O She’s tall, but her sister is even taller. □ 
even now in spite of the passing of time O 
Even now, he won’t admit he was wrong. □ 
even then in spite of what has happened □ 
even worse worse than before O That film 
was bad, but this one is even worse. □ even if 
it doesn’t matter if O We'll try and drive 
there, even if it’s snowing. □ even so in spite 
of something O It was pouring with rain, but 
even so they decided to go ahead with the vil¬ 
lage fete. □ even though in spite of the fact 
that O He didn’t take an umbrella, even 
though it was raining quite hard. 
even-handed /,iiv(o)n 'hasndid/ adj with¬ 
out any bias 

3) evening /’iivmr)/ noun the late part of 
the day, when it is getting dark O I saw her 
yesterday evening. O The accident took place 
at 8.30 in the evening. O We arrived in Lon¬ 
don at breakfast time, having left New York 
the previous evening. O We always go to a 
restaurant on Sunday evenings. O They took 
an evening flight to Madrid. O The evening 
meal is served from 7.30 to 10.30. □ this eve¬ 
ning today in the evening O We’ll all meet 
this evening after work. 
evening class /'iivmr) klais/ noun one of 
a series of lessons held in the evening, 
mainly for adults 

evening dress /'iivmr) dres/ noun 
clothes worn on special occasions in the eve¬ 
ning, consisting of a long dress for women, 
and a black suit with a black or white bow tie 
for men (NOTE: no plural) 
evenly /'iiv(o)nli/ adv in an equal way □ 
they are evenly matched they are equals in 
the competition 

even number /,iiv(o)n 'nAmbo/ noun a 
number which can be divided by 2 


evergreen 

even out /,iiv(o)n 'aut/ verb to make 
something even or regular 
evens /'iiv(o)nz/ noun an equal chance that 
something will happen or will not happen, 
such as a horse wimiing a race. Compare 
odds 

(D event /I'vent/ noun 1. a thing which hap¬ 
pens O the events leading up to the war O A 
baby’s first birthday is always a very happy 
event. 2. □ in the event as it happened O In 
the event, the party went off very well. □ in 
the event of if something should happen o In 
the event of his refusing the job then we will 
advertise it again. □ in any event or at all 
events whatever may happen or may have 
happened O I don’t know exactly what hap¬ 
pened - in any event, it doesn’t matter. □ in 
the normal course of events as things usu¬ 
ally happen O In the normal course of events, 
the winner should get a silver cup. 3. a sport¬ 
ing competition O The last event was the 100 
metres hurdles. □ field events jumping and 
throwing competitions 

even-tempered /,iiv(o)n 'tempod/ adj 
calm; never becoming angry. Synonym calm 
eventful /i'ventf(o)l/ adj with a lot of 
events taking place 

eventual /i'ventJ’uol/ adj in the end. Syn¬ 
onym ultimate 

eventuality /i.ventju'asliti/ noun a thing 
which might happen (formal). Synonym 

possibility □ in that eventuality if that 
should happen 

(T) eventually /I'ventjuoli/ adv in the end 
O After weeks of hesitation he eventually de¬ 
cided to sell the cottage. Synonym finally. 
Antonym immediately 
(D even up /,iiv(o)n 'Ap/ verb to make 
something balanced. Synonym equalise 
® ever /'evo/ adv 1 . at any time (used with 
negatives, and in questions) o Nothing ever 
happens here. O Did you ever meet my 
brother? O Have you ever been to Germany? 

□ hardly ever almost never O I hardly ever 
go to the theatre. 2. □ than ever used for em¬ 
phasis after comparatives O She is singing 
better than ever. O He went on playing the 
trumpet louder than ever. 3. always O Ever 
the optimist, he suggested we try once again. 

□ ever since or ever since then from that 
time on O She was knocked down by a car 
and ever since has been afraid to go out onto 
the main road. □ they lived happily ever af¬ 
ter they lived happily from then on 4. □ ever 
so extremely (informal) o She’s been ever so 
ill. o I’m ever so grateful, t however, what¬ 
ever, whenever, wherever, whoever 
evergreen /'evogriin/ adj 1. (of a plant) 
which keeps its leaves all winter o We need 
an evergreen climber to cover that wall. 
Compare deciduous 2. still popular and 
successful O He sang some of the evergreen 
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hits from his repertoire. ■ noun 1. a tree 
which keeps its leaves all winter O Holly and 
other evergreens can be used as decorations 
in winter. 2. a person or thing that is still pop¬ 
ular and successful O ‘My Way’, one of the 
evergreens of Sinatra’s repertoire 
everlasting /.evo'laistig/ adj going on for 
ever. Synonym eternal. Antonym transient 
evermore /.evo'moi/ adv □ for evermore 
for ever; always O I will be yours for ever¬ 
more. O His name will live on for evermore. 

(D every /'evri/ adj 1. each o It rained every 
day during the holidays. O We have a party 
every New Year's Day. O Every Wednesday, 
he goes for a swim in the local swimming 
pool. O Every house in the street has a gar¬ 
den. 2. with a particular amount of time or 
distance in between O The medicine is to be 
taken every four hours. O Have your car 
checked every 10,000 kilometres. □ every 
other each alternate one O I try to go for a 
jog every other day. 

everyday /'evridei/ adj ordinary or very 
common. Antonym extraordinary 
(D everyplace /'evripleis/ adv US every¬ 
where; in all places 

<D everything /'evri0ig/ pron 1. all things 
O Did you bring everything you need? O The 
burglars stole everything of value. O Every¬ 
thing he says annoys me. 2. things in general 
O Everything was dark in the street. O Every¬ 
thing is under control. 

<D everywhere ac/v/'evriweo/ in all places 
O There were papers lying about everywhere. 
O We’ve looked everywhere for the key and 
can’t find it. ■ pron all places O Everywhere 
was white after the first snow fell. (NOTE: An¬ 
other US term is everyplace.) 
evict A'vikt/ verb to force someone, espe¬ 
cially a tenant, to leave a property. Antonym 
install 

eviction /I'vikfon/ noun the act of forcing 
someone, especially a tenant, to leave a 
property 

(D evidence /'evid(9)ns/ noun 1. a fact 
which indicates that something really exists 
or has happened O The bloodstains on his 
coat were ample evidence of the crime. O Sci¬ 
entists are looking for evidence of life on 
Mars. O There is no evidence that he was 
ever there. □ there is no documentary evi¬ 
dence of its existence there is no evidence of 
its existence in the form of documents 2. a 
written or spoken report given by a witness at 
a trial O The victim gave evidence in court 
this morning. □ to give evidence for some¬ 
one to be a witness, and suggest that some¬ 
one is not guilty □ to give evidence against 
someone to be a witness, and suggest that 
someone is guilty □ to turn State’s evidence 
or Queen’s evidence to give information 
against other criminals O He hoped to get a 


reduced sentence by turning Queen’s evi¬ 
dence. 3. □ in evidence very visible o Her 
love of Italy was nowhere more in evidence 
than in her kitchen. 

evident /'evid(o)nt/ adj obvious 
evidently /'evid(o)ntli/ adv 1. obviously o 
You evidently care more about the football 
team than me. 2. presumably O Evidently his 
mobile phone is switched off. 

® evil /'i:v(o)l/ adj very wicked o She’s 
considered to be an evil woman. O His evil 
intentions were evident as soon as he locked 
the door. ■ noun 1 . great wickedness o The 
struggle between the government and the re¬ 
bels was seen as a fight between good and 
evil. (NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 2. a 
bad thing O We are committed to fighting so¬ 
cial evils such as juvenile delinquency. } 
lesser 

evil spirit /,i:v(9)l 'spirit/ noun a wicked 
devil which harms people 
evocative /I'vokotiv/ adj which calls up a 
sensation in the mind. Synonym 

reminiscent 

evoke /I'vouk/ verb to try to see something 
in your memory ( formal ) 
d> evolution /.iivo'lui^o)!!/ noun a grad¬ 
ual development. Antonym regression 
evolutionary /.iivo'luij^n^ri/ adj re¬ 
ferring to evolution 

evolve /i'vdIv/ verb 1. to work out gradu¬ 
ally a scientific theory or a way of working O 
The research team has evolved its own meth¬ 
ods of testing. 2. to develop gradually O 
Modern dance evolved from classical ballet. 
O Birds originally evolved from reptiles. 
ewe /ju:/ noun a female sheep (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with yew, you. The male sheep 
is a ram.) 

ex /eks/ noun a former boyfriend or girl¬ 
friend, or husband or wife ( informal ) o She 
won’t talk to her ex about money. O How do 
you get on with your ex? 
ex- /eks/ prefix former; who used to be O an 
ex-policeman O Tom’s my ex-boyfriend. 
exacerbate /ig'zaesobeit/ verb to make 
something worse or more painful. Antonym 
soothe 

exacerbation /ig.zaeso'beiJXo)!!/ noun 
the act of making something worse 
(D exact /ig'zaskt/ adj completely accurate 
O What is the exact time of arrival? O Could 
you repeat the exact words she used? O The 
salesgirl asked me if I had the exact sum, 
since she had no change. ■ verb □ to exact 
something from someone to force someone 
to give you something ( formal ) o They 
stopped all the cars on the road and exacted 
payment from the drivers. 
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exacting 

exacting /ig'zasktir)/ adj which demands a 
lot of effort. Synonym demanding. Ant¬ 
onym easy 

(D exactly /ig 'zaektli/ adv 1. not more, not 
less; not differing at all O That comes to ex¬ 
actly ten dollars and fifty cents. O The time is 
exactly 16.24. 2. completely O He looks ex¬ 
actly like his father. 3. quite right; I agree 
(used as an answer) o It’s a pity the buses 
don’t run more frequently. - Exactly! 
exaggerate /ig'zasdsoreit/ verb to make 
things seem worse, better, bigger, etc. than 
they really are O The wide black belt exag¬ 
gerates her small waist. O She exaggerated 
the importance of my contribution. Antonym 
understate 

exaggerated /ig'z2ed39reitid/ adj bigger 
or more important than normal. Antonym 

understated 

exaggeration /ig.zaedso'rei^o)^ noun a 
statement making things seem larger, worse, 
better, etc. than they really are. Antonym un¬ 
derstatement □ without exaggeration 

quite truthfully O It was, without any exag¬ 
geration, the most perfect summer’s day. 
exalted /ig'zoiltid/ adj 1. in a high position 
in authority O In his exalted position he 
should be able to afford a larger car. 2. very 
happy in your mind O She came away from 
the religious meeting in an exalted frame of 
mind. 

® exam /ig'zaem/ noun same as examina¬ 
tion 2 O The exam was very difficult - half the 
students failed. O She passed all her exams. 

® examination /ig.zaemi'nei^o)^ noun 
1. the act of looking at something to see if it 
works properly, or if something is wrong O 
He had to have an X-ray examination. O The 
examination of the car showed that its brakes 
were faulty. □ on examination when some¬ 
thing is examined O On further examination, 
the newspaper report was shown to be quite 
untrue. 2. a written or spoken test O The ex¬ 
amination was very difficult - half the stu¬ 
dents failed. O He did badly in his English 
examination. O She came first in the final ex¬ 
amination for the course. (NOTE: often short¬ 
ened to exam in this meaning) 

® examine /ig'zaemin/ verb 1. to inspect 
something to see if it is correct or healthy, 
that it works properly, etc. O The doctor ex¬ 
amined her throat. O We will have to exam¬ 
ine the shop’s scales to see if they show the 
correct weight. O The customs officials 
wanted to examine the inside of the car. O 
The water samples were examined in the lab¬ 
oratory. 2. to test a student O They examined 
everyone in mathematics and computer skills. 
examiner /ig'zasmino/ noun a person who 
conducts a test. Synonym inspector 
(D example /ig'zaimpol/ noun 1. some¬ 
thing chosen to show something o This is a 


good example of French architecture of the 
eleventh century. □ to set an example to do 
things yourself, so that other people can copy 
you O He sets everyone a good example by 
getting into the office before 8.00 every 
morning. □ to make an example of someone 
to punish someone so that others will learn 
not to do what that person did O The magis¬ 
trates made an example of her by sending her 
to prison for two weeks. 2. □ for example as 
a typical case O She is keen on getting her 
weight down - for example, she’s stopped 
eating bread. O Why don’t we sell anything 
to Eastern Europe - to Poland, for example? 
exasperate /ig'zaisporeit/ verb to make 
someone furious. Synonym infuriate. Ant¬ 
onym placate 

exasperated /ig'zaisporeitid/ adj □ ex¬ 
asperated at or with someone or something 

extremely annoyed with someone or some¬ 
thing O He was exasperated at getting the en¬ 
gaged tone all the time. O They were 
exasperated with the waiter who kept bring¬ 
ing them the wrong dishes. 
exasperating /ig'zcnsporeitir)/ adj very 
annoying. Synonym infuriating 
exasperation /ig.zaispo'reij^n/ noun 
annoyance and frustration 
excavate /'ekskoveit/ verb 1 . to dig a hole 
in the ground O In order to reinforce the 
foundations they had to excavate to a depth 
of 10m. 2. to carry out an archaeological in¬ 
vestigation of a place O Howard Carter exca¬ 
vated the tomb of Tutankhamen. 
excavation /.eksko'veij^n/ noun 1 . the 
process of digging a hole in the ground 2. an 
investigation made by archaeologists (NOTE: 
often simply called a dig) 
excavator /'ekskoveito/ noun a machine 
for making holes in the ground 
<D exceed /ik'siid/ verb to go beyond 
something O The car was exceeding the 
speed limit. O Our expenses have exceeded 
our income for the first time. O Did the UN 
troops exceed their mandate? 
exceedingly /ik'siidirjli/ adv very (for¬ 
mal). Antonym slightly 
excel /ik'sel/ verb □ to excel in or at some¬ 
thing to be very good at something o At 
school, she excelled in mathematics. (NOTE: 
excelling — excelled) 

(D excellence /'eksolons/ noun very good 
quality 

Excellency /'eksolonsi/ noun used as a 
form of address to an ambassador (NOTE: 
The plural excellencies is used to refer to 
several ambassadors, or to an ambassador 
and his wife: Their Excellencies, Count 
and Countess Bismark.) 

® excellent /'eksolont/ adj very good o 
We had an excellent meal in a Chinese res- 
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except 

taurant. O Her handwriting is excellent - it is 
much clearer than mine. 

(D except /ik'sept/ prep other than o She’s 
allowed to eat anything except milk products. 
O Everyone was sick on the boat, except (for) 
me. O VAT is levied on all goods except 
books, newspapers, food and children’s 
clothes. (NOTE: Do not confuse with ac¬ 
cept.) ■ conj other than; apart from O He 
doesn’t do anything except sit and watch 
football on the TV. O Everything went well, 
except that James was sick. O Everyone en¬ 
joyed the birthday party, except (that) there 
wasn’t enough to eat. ■ verb not to include 
something ( formal ) o Everyone was late, not 
excepting the teacher. 

© exception /ik'sepjon/ noun 1. some¬ 
thing that is not included O All the students 
failed, with one exception. O Are there any 
exceptions to the rule? 2. □ to take excep¬ 
tion to something to be annoyed by some¬ 
thing O He took exception to what she said. 
exceptional /ik'sepJon(o)l/ adj 1. out¬ 
standing; very good O She’s an exceptional 
athlete. O His debating skills are really ex¬ 
ceptional. 2. being an exception O In excep¬ 
tional cases, the fee may be waived. 
exceptionally /ik'sepj3n(3)li/ adv ex¬ 
tremely. Synonym very. Antonym slightly 
excerpt /'eks3ipt/ noun a small part of a 
larger piece of music or writing. Synonym 
extract 

excess noun too much of something o He 
had an excess of alcohol in his bloodstream. 
□ in excess of more than O quantities in ex¬ 
cess of twenty-five kilos □ to excess too much 
O He drinks to excess. ■ adj more than nec¬ 
essary O The factory has excess capacity and 
may sell off some of its machines. Synonym 
extra 

excess baggage /,ekses 'basgid 3 / noun 
suitcases which weigh more than you are al¬ 
lowed when travelling by air, and for which 
you must pay extra 

excessive /ik'sesiv/ adj more than is 
usual. Antonym moderate 
<D exchange /iks'tjeind 3 / noun the act of 
giving one thing for another O the exchange 
of rings during the wedding ceremony ■ verb 
1. to give something and get something back 
O During the meeting we exchanged ideas on 
new developments in international law. □ 
they exchanged addresses they each gave 
the other their address 2. □ to exchange 
something for something else to give one 
thing and get something else in return O If the 
trousers are too small you can take them 
back and exchange them for a larger pair. O 
Goods can be exchanged only on production 
of the sales slip. 3. to change money of one 
country for money of another O to exchange 
euros for pounds 


© exchange rate /iks'tjeind 3 reit/ noun 
the rate at which the money of one country 
can be changed for another 
excise /ik'saiz/ verb to cut something out 
O The surgeon decided to excise the growth. 
Antonym insert 

excise duty /'eksaiz ,dju:ti/ noun a tax 
on certain goods such as cigarettes or alco¬ 
hol, produced in a particular country 
excitable /ik'sait9b(o)l/ adj easily excited 
excite /ik'sait/ verb 1. to make someone 
lively and happy O His speech excited the 
crowd. 2. to cause a particular feeling O The 
thought of going to work in Kuala Lumpur 
excited his imagination. O The case has ex¬ 
cited a lot of interest in the press. 
excited /ik'saitid/ adj lively and happy be¬ 
cause you think something good is going to 
happen O She’s excited at or by the thought 
of going on holiday. O The children are ex¬ 
cited because it’s the Christmas holidays. O 
What’s everyone so excited about? O Don’t 
get too excited - not everyone wins the lot¬ 
tery. O It was lovely to see the children’s 
happy and excited faces. 
excitedly /ik'saitidli/ adv in an excited 
way 

© excitement /ik'saitmont/ noun the 
feeling of being excited O What’s all the ex¬ 
citement about? O The children are always in 
a state of excitement before the holidays. 

© exciting /ik'saitir)/ adj which gives you 
a particular feeling O I couldn’t sleep after 
watching an exciting film on TV. O The news 
about the house is really exciting. Synonym 
thrilling. Antonym boring 
© exclaim /ik'skleim/ verb to say some¬ 
thing loudly and suddenly. Antonym 
whisper 

exclamation /.eksklo'meiJXo)!!/ noun the 
action of shouting out. Synonym shout. Ant¬ 
onym whisper 

exclamation mark /.ekskls'meiJXaJn 
ma:k/, exclamation point /.ekskb- 
'meiJ(o)n point/ noun a written or printed 
sign (!) which shows surprise 
© exclude /ik'skluid/ verb 1. not to in¬ 
clude someone or something O Damage by 
fire is excluded from the insurance policy. O 
Don’t exclude his name from your list. 2. □ 
to exclude something or someone from a 
place to shut something or someone out O 
Women are excluded from the monastery. 3. 
to send a child away from school O Ten chil¬ 
dren had to be excluded last term. Also 
called expel 

© excluding /ik'skluidii)/ prep not 
including 

© exclusion /ik'sklui 3 (o)n/ noun 1. the 
act of shutting someone or something out O 
She was hurt at her exclusion from the guest 


exclusive 
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list. 2. the act of being sent away from school 
O The school only considers exclusion as a 
last resort, t exclude 

exclusive /ik'skluisiv/ adj 1 . not open to 
everyone O an exclusive Caribbean holiday 
resort O The new health club is very exclu¬ 
sive. 2. □ exclusive of not including o The 
bill was exclusive of service. □ exclusive of 
tax not including tax 

exclusively /ik'skluisivli/ adv solely; only 
excommunicate /.eksko'mjumikeit/ 
verb to refuse communion to a member of a 
church 

excommunication /.ekskomjuini- 
'keiJ(o)n/ noun the act of excommunicating 
someone 

excrement /'ekskrimont/ noun solid 
waste matter produced by the body (techni¬ 
cal) 

excreta /ik'skriito/ plural noun faeces and 
urine; waste matter produced by the body 
( formal ) 

excrete /ik'skriit/ verb to produce waste 
matter ( formal ) 

excruciating /ik'skru:Jieitir)/ adj ex¬ 
tremely painful 

excursion /ik'sk3:J(o)n/ noun a short 
pleasure trip 

(D excuse noun /ik'skjuis/ a reason given 
for doing something wrong, or for not doing 
what was expected O His excuse for not com¬ 
ing was that he forgot the date. ■ verb /ik- 
'skjuiz/ to forgive someone for making a 
small mistake O Please excuse my arriving 
late like this. □ excuse me used for attracting 
someone’s attention O Excuse me, is this the 
right bus for Oxford Circus? □ excuse me 
used meaning ‘please forgive me ’ O Excuse 
me for arriving so late. O Excuse me for in¬ 
terrupting, but could you repeat what you 
have just said? 

execute /'eksikjuit/ verb 1 . to kill some¬ 
one who has been condemned to death O 
Murderers are no longer executed in this 
country. 2. to do something ( formal ) o As 
part of the test, drivers are asked to execute 
an emergency stop. 3. to carry out instruc¬ 
tions or wishes O Press ENTER to execute 
the program. O They did their best to execute 
his wishes. 

® execution /,eksi'kju:J(9)n/ noun 1. the 
legal killing of person sentenced to death O 
In the 19th century there were still public ex¬ 
ecutions. 2. the carrying out of an order O 
The execution of the order was more compli¬ 
cated than we imagined. □ to put a plan into 
execution to carry out a plan O The new gov¬ 
ernment wants its financial strategy to be put 
into execution as soon as possible. 
executioner /.eksi'kjuiJOjno/ noun a 
public official who executes people 


(D executive /ig'zekjutiv/ noun a busi¬ 
nessperson who makes decisions O You can’t 
leave a decision like that to the junior execu¬ 
tives. O Top executives usually earn very 
high salaries. ■ adj carrying out plans and 
putting things into practice O He has an exec¬ 
utive position on the board of directors. 
Executive /ig'zekjutiv/ noun the part of 
Government which runs the state, as opposed 
to the Judiciary which applies the law, or the 
Legislature which creates laws O People are 
beginning to question the Executive’s ability 
to govern. 

executive committee /ig.zekjutrv ko- 
'miti/ noun a committee which runs an 
organisation 

executor /ig'zekjuto/ noun a person 
appointed in someone’s will to make sure 
that the terms of the will are carried out 
(NOTE: A woman executor is sometimes 
called an executrix /ig'zekjutriks/.) 
exemplary /ig'zemplori/ adj excellent 
( formal ) 

exemplify /ig'zemplifai/ verb to show 
something as an example; to be an example. 
Synonym demonstrate 
exempt /ig'zempt/ adj not forced to obey 
certain laws or rules □ exempt from tax or 
tax-exempt not required to pay tax, or not re¬ 
quiring tax to be paid O Children’s clothes 
are exempt from VAT. ■ verb □ to exempt 
someone from something or from doing 
something to say that someone does not have 
to do something O Pensioners are exempted 
from paying for medical prescriptions. 
exemption /ig'zempJ(o)n/ noun the act of 
exempting someone from something. Syn¬ 
onym exception □ exemption from tax or 
tax exemption being free from having to pay 
tax O You can claim tax exemption in this 
case. 

(J) exercise /'eksosaiz/ noun practice in us¬ 
ing physical or mental powers O She does her 
piano exercises every morning. □ to take ex¬ 
ercise to do physical things, like walking or 
jogging, to keep fit O You should take some 
exercise every day if you want to lose weight. 
■ verb 1. to use a power or right o The 
United Kingdom exercised the right of veto. 
2. to give an animal, person or part of the 
body exercise O She exercised her pony on 
the race track. O Do some sit-ups to exercise 
your stomach muscles. 
exercise bike /'eksosaiz baik/ noun a 
machine like a bicycle, but which does not 
move, which you can pedal on as exercise 
exercise book /'eksosaiz buk/ noun a 
notebook which you can write school exer¬ 
cises in 

(D exert /ig'z3it/ verb to use force or 
pressure 


exertion 
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exertion /ig'z3:J(o)n/ noun an effort, t 
overexertion. Antonym ease 
exhalation /.eksho'leij^n/ noun breath 
which comes out; the action of breathing out 
exhale /eks'heil/ verb to breathe out. Ant¬ 
onym inhale 

exhaust /ig'zoist/ noun gas which is pro¬ 
duced by a car engine and is released into the 
air through the exhaust pipe o We live in the 
city centre and the children are breathing car 
exhaust all day. ■ verb 1. to wear someone 
out O The uphill climb had exhausted him. 2. 
to finish a supply of something O We’ve ex¬ 
hausted our supplies of food. 
exhausted /ig'zoistid/ adj 1. very tired o 
I’m exhausted after running three miles. O 
They staggered back home very late, with 
three exhausted children. 2. completely used 
up O exhausted oxygen cylinders 
exhausting /ig'zoistirj/ adj extremely 
tiring 

exhaustion /ig'zoist Jon/ noun the state of 
being very tired 

exhaustive /ig'zoistiv/ adj very thorough 
exhaustively /ig'zoistrvli/ adv 
thoroughly 

exhaust pipe /ig'zoist paip/ noun the 
tube at the back of a motor vehicle from 
which gases produced by the engine are sent 
out into the air (NOTE: The US term is tail- 
pipe.) 

exhibit /ig'zibit/ noun an object displayed 
in court or at an exhibition O Exhibit A is the 
murder weapon. O The museum has loaned 
several exhibits to foreign galleries. O The 
buyers admired the exhibits on our stand. ■ 
verb to display something O They are exhib¬ 
iting at the Motor Show. O They have rows of 
vases exhibited on the shelves of the shop. O 
She is exhibiting three paintings in the local 
art show. 

® exhibition /,eksi'biJ(o)n/ noun 1. a dis¬ 
play of things such as works of art or flowers 
O The exhibition is open from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. O We stood in line for half an hour wait¬ 
ing to get into the Picasso exhibition. 2. a 
show of goods that may be bought O We have 
a stand at the Ideal Home Exhibition. 
exhibition hall /,eksi'bij(3)n hoil/ noun 
a place where goods which may be bought 
are shown 

exhibitionist /.eksi'bij^mst/ noun a 
person who acts in a strange or extravagant 
way so that people will look at him or her 
exhibitor /ig'zibito/ noun a person or 
company that displays something at an 
exhibition 

exhilarated /ig'ziloreitid/ adj extremely 
excited and happy. Synonym elated 
exhilarating /ig'ziloreitirj/ adj which 
makes you full of energy 


ex officio 

exhilaration /ig.zilo'reiJXo)!!/ noun ex¬ 
treme excitement and pleasure 
exhort /ig'zoit/ verb □ to exhort someone 
to do something to urge or to encourage 
someone to do something ( formal) o He ex¬ 
horted his soldiers to stand firm. 
exhortation /,egzoi'teiJ(o)n/ noun a 
statement of strong encouragement ( formal) 
exhumation /,ekshju'meij(3)n/ noun the 
act of digging up a dead body from a grave 
exhume /eks'hjuim/ verb to dig up a dead 
body from a grave. Antonym bury 
exile /'eksail/ noun 1. the state of being 
sent away from your home country O The 
ex-president went into exile in Switzerland. 
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 2. a person 
who is sent away from his or her own country 
O The former king is now an exile in New 
York. O The coup was mounted by exiles liv¬ 
ing across the border. ■ verb to send some¬ 
one away from his or her home country as a 
punishment O The new government exiled the 
former dictator to Europe. Synonym banish 
(D exist /ig'zist/ verb 1 . to be real or present 
O When I was a child, colour TV didn’t exist. 
OI don’t believe the document exists -1 think 
it has been burnt. 2. to live; to survive O Di¬ 
nosaurs existed on earth for a very long time. 
O They got lost in the jungle and managed to 
exist on berries and roots. 

(D existence /ig'zistons/ noun 1. life; be¬ 
ing O Is there anything which proves the ex¬ 
istence of life on Mars? O They lived a 
miserable existence in a little coal mining 
town. 2. □ in existence which exists; which 
is actually present O The original painting is 
no longer in existence. O Only one version of 
this car is still in existence in a museum in 
Geneva. 

(D existing /ig'zistir)/ adj current; which is 
in operation at this moment O Can we modify 
the existing structure in some way? O Ex¬ 
isting regulations do not allow the sale of 
food in the street. 

(D exit /'egzit/ noun 1 . a way out of a build¬ 
ing O The customers all rushed towards the 
exits when the fire alarm rang. □ No Exit! a 
sign showing that you must not go out this 
way 2. □ to make your exit to go out of a 
room O I apologised to my host and made my 
exit. ■ verb 1 . to leave a computer system o 
Press ESC to exit the system. 2. to leave a 
place O He exited the room as fast as he 
could. 

exit visa /'egsit ,viizo/ noun a visa allow¬ 
ing someone to leave a country 
exodus /'eksodos/ noun the departure of a 
crowd of people (NOTE: no plural) 
ex officio /eks o'fijiou/ Latin phrase be¬ 
cause of your position 
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exonerate /ig'zonoreit/ verb to state that 
someone who was previously blamed for 
something was not responsible for it. Syn¬ 
onym clear. Antonym blame 
exoneration /ig.zono'reiJXojn/ noun a 
statement declaring that no blame is attached 
to someone 

exorbitant /ig'zoibitont/ adj (of prices) 
very high. Synonym excessive 
exorcise /'eksoisaiz/, exorcize verb to 
say prayers to force evil spirits to leave 
someone’s body, or ghosts to leave a haunted 
house 

exorcism /'ekso:siz(9)m/ noun the act of 
forcing an evil spirit or a ghost to leave a 
place 

exorcist /'eksoisist/ noun a person who 
drives away evil spirits or ghosts 
exotic /ig'zDtik/ adj unusual; referring to a 
strange, or foreign place 
© expand /ik'spaend/ verb 1 . to make 
something increase in size O We have had to 
expand our sales force. 2. to become larger O 
Water expands when it freezes. O Heat 
caused the metal rods to expand. O His 
waistline is expanding fast. 
expanse /ik'spsens/ noun a large surface 
covered by something 

© expansion /ik'spasnjon/ noun an in¬ 
crease in size. Synonym growth (NOTE: no 
plural) 

expansionist noun a person who supports 
a policy of expanding a country’s economy 
or territory ■ adj intending to bring about the 
expansion of something such as a country’s 
economy or territory 

expansive /ik'spaensiv/ adj 1. (of a 
person) who wants to talk freely about things 
O She was in a very expansive mood when 
she met the TV reporters. O You would expect 
someone who works in public relations to be 
a bit more expansive than she is. 2. covering 
a wide area O He waved his arms in an ex¬ 
pansive gesture of greeting. 
expatriate /eks 1 past riot/ noun a person 
who is not living in his or her home country 
(NOTE: often shortened to expat: expats liv¬ 
ing in the Far East) ■ adj referring to expa¬ 
triates O The expatriate community feels 
threatened by the new laws. 

(D expect /ik'spekt/ verb 1 . to think or 
hope that something is going to happen O / 
expect you are tired after your long train 
journey. O He expects me to do all the house¬ 
work. O I can’t talk for long, we ’re expecting 
visitors. O We expect him to arrive at any 
moment or he is expected at any moment. 2. 
to be pregnant with O My sister’s expecting 
twins. 

expectancy /ik'spektonsi/ noun the feel¬ 
ing that something exciting is going to hap¬ 


pen O There was an air of expectancy in the 
crowd as the procession approached. (NOTE: 
no plural) 

expectant /ik'spektont/ adj expecting; 
hopeful 

expectant mother /ik.spektont Who/ 
noun a pregnant woman 
© expectation /,ekspek'teiJX3)n/ noun 
hope; a feeling that something will happen O 
She lived up to all our expectations. O We 
thought our team would do well, but in the 
end they exceeded all our expectations. 

© expected /ik'spektid/ adj which is 
thought will happen, or hoped will happen. 
Synonym likely. Antonym surprising 
expedient /ik'spiidiont/ noun a conve¬ 
nient way of doing something O Registering 
as a student was a simple expedient to avoid 
military service. ■ adj convenient O Colleges 
find it expedient to have students from other 
countries because they pay higher fees than 
local students. 

expedite /'ekspidait/ verb to make some¬ 
thing happen faster (formal). Antonym 

impede 

expedition /.ekspi'diJXojn/ noun 1. a 
journey to explore a place O He set off on an 
expedition to the South Pole. 2. a short trip O 
They went on a shopping expedition in the 
West End. 

expeditionary force /.ekspi'diJXojntojri 
fois/ noun an army which travels to another 
country to fight 

expel /ik'spel/ verb 1. to throw someone 
out O As soon as the generals came to power 
they expelled all their former allies. 2. to 
send a child away from school O He was ex¬ 
pelled for taking drugs. | expulsion (NOTE: 
expelling - expelled) 
expend /ik'spend/ verb to spend time or 
energy doing something (formal) 
expendable /ik'spendob(o)l/ adj which is 
not worth keeping; which can be thrown 
away 

© expenditure /ik'spenditjo/ noun an 
amount of money spent. Synonym spend¬ 
ing. Antonym income (NOTE: no plural in 
British English, but US English often uses 

expenditures) 

© expense /ik'spens/ noun 1. an amount 
of money or cost O I can’t afford the expense 
of a holiday just now. O The expense of run¬ 
ning a household seems to increase every 
week. □ regardless of expense without 
thinking how much it cost □ at great ex¬ 
pense having spent a lot of money O The 
house has been redecorated at great expense. 
2. □ at the expense of something in prefer¬ 
ence to something; giving something up O 
She brought up her three children at the ex¬ 
pense of her career in the bank. 


expense account 

expense account /ik'spens o.kaunt/ 
noun money which a businessperson is al¬ 
lowed to spend on entertainment, paid for by 
his or her company 

® expenses /ik'spensiz/ plural noun 
money spent doing something. Antonym in¬ 
come □ the salary offered is £25,000 plus 
expenses the company offers a salary of 
£25,000 and will repay any money spent by 
the employee in the course of his or her work 
□ all expenses paid with all costs paid by the 
company O The company sent him to San 
Francisco all expenses paid or He went on an 
all-expenses-paid trip to San Francisco. □ 
we can’t afford the legal expenses we don’t 
have the money to spend on fees paid to law¬ 
yers □ you must account for overhead ex¬ 
penses or general expenses or running 
expenses you must account for money spent 
on the day-to-day cost of a business 
(D expensive /ik'spensiv/ adj, adv which 
costs a lot of money O Fresh vegetables are 
more expensive in winter. O Send your furni¬ 
ture to Australia by sea - it would be much 
too expensive by air. 

<D experience /ik'spiorions/ noun 1. 
knowledge got by working or living in vari¬ 
ous situations O I have no experience of trav¬ 
elling in the desert. O You must write down 
the full details of your past experience in 
your CV. O Some experience of selling is re¬ 
quired for this job. (NOTE: no plural in this 
meaning) 2. an event that happens to some¬ 
one O Going to the top of the Eiffel Tower 
was a wonderful experience. O He wrote a 
book about his experiences in the desert. ■ 
verb to live through something o Fm sur¬ 
prised she’s so cheerful after all she experi¬ 
enced in hospital. O I have experienced a 
great deal of pleasure and frustration in my 
career. O He is experiencing sharp pains in 
his tooth. 

(D experienced /ik'spiorionst/ adj wise 
from plenty of practice O She’s a very experi¬ 
enced doctor. O He’s the most experienced 
member of our staff. O The police are experi¬ 
enced in crowd control. Synonym knowl¬ 
edgeable. Antonym inexperienced 
@ experiment noun a scientific test o to 
carry out experiments in genetic engineering 
O We ’re offering our customers free samples 
as an experiment. ■ verb to carry out a scien¬ 
tific test O They are experimenting with a 
new treatment for asthma. O The laboratory 
does not experiment on live animals. 

@ experimental /ik.speri'mentl/ adj 1. 
used in experiments. Antonym proven 2. 
still being tested, still on trial O The experi¬ 
mental fighter plane crashed. 
experimentally /ik 1 speri l ment(o)li/ adv 
1. by carrying out experiments O The new 
process has been tested experimentally. 2. as 


explode 

an experiment O The system has been intro¬ 
duced experimentally into a few schools. 
experimentation /ik.sperimen'tei^n/ 
noun the process of carrying out experi¬ 
ments. Synonym testing (NOTE: no plural) 

(D expert /'eksp3it/ adj 1. knowing a lot 
about a subject O They can give you expert 
advice on DIY. 2. □ expert at doing some¬ 
thing good at doing something O Fm not 
very expert at making pastry. ■ noun 1. a 
person who knows a great deal about a sub¬ 
ject O a leading expert in tropical medicine 
or on tropical diseases O A rose expert was 
the judge at the flower show. 2 . a person who 
is very good at doing something O an expert 
plumber O He’s an expert at getting the chil¬ 
dren to go to bed. 

<D expertise /ekspo'tiiz/ noun special 
knowledge. Synonym skill (NOTE: no plural) 
expertly /'eksp3:tli/ adv in an expert way 
expert system /'eksp3it ,sist9m/ noun a 
computer program which has been created 
for a particular purpose 
expire /ik'spaio/ verb 1. to come to an end 
O The lease expires next year. □ my pass¬ 
port has expired my passport needs to be re¬ 
newed 2. to die ( formal ) o After a brief 
illness, he expired on 28th September. 
expiry /ik'spaiori/ noun the fact of coming 
to an end 

expiry date /ik'spaiori deit/ noun the last 
date on which something can be used 
® explain /ik'splein/ verb 1. to give rea¬ 
sons for something O Can you explain why 
the weather is cold in winter and warm in 
summer? 2. to make something clear O He 
tried to explain the new pension scheme to 
the staff. O She explained what had hap¬ 
pened, but the manager still thought she had 
tried to steal the watch. 
explain away /ik.splein o'wei/ verb to 
give excuses for something 
(D explanation /.ekspb'neiJXojn/ noun a 
reason for something O The police officer 
asked him for an explanation of why the sto¬ 
len car was in his garage. O The company 
has given no explanation for the change of 
plan. 

explanatory /ik'splaen9t(3)ri/ adj which 
explains; which makes clear. } self- 
explanatory 

expletive /ik'spliitiv/ noun a swear word 
explicit /ik'splisit/ adj 1. straightforward 
and clear O Could you please be more ex¬ 
plicit? O Their intention to sell the shop was 
not explicit in the letter. 2 . showing sex or vi¬ 
olence very clearly O The film contains ex¬ 
plicit sex scenes. 

explicitly /ek'splisitli/ adv clearly 
explode /ik'spbud/ verb 1. (of bombs, 
etc.) to blow up O A bomb exploded in a 
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crowded train. 2. to make a bomb go off O 
The army cleared the area and then exploded 
the bomb. 

@ exploit noun /'ekspbit/ a great or daring 
achievement O He told us of his exploits dur¬ 
ing the war. Synonym feat ■ verb /ik'sploit/ 

1. to take commercial advantage of some¬ 
thing O We are hoping to exploit the mineral 
resources of the North Sea. 2. to make unfair 
use of someone, usually by paying them very 
low wages O The company was accused of 
exploiting children by employing them in its 
shoe factories. 

<D exploitation /.ekspbi'teij^n/ noun 1. 
the process of taking commercial advantage 
of something O There are plans for the ex¬ 
ploitation of the mineral resources of the re¬ 
gion. 2. an unfair use of certain groups of 
people to get work done cheaply O The com¬ 
pany was accused of the exploitation of chil¬ 
dren in its shoe factories. 

® exploration /.ekspb'reiJXob/ noun 1. 
the act of travelling and discovering un¬ 
known parts of the world O the exploration of 
Antarctica in the early 20th century O He is 
famous for his exploration of the Himalayas. 

2. a careful investigation O We recommend 
further exploration of possible alternative so¬ 
lutions to the problem. 

exploratory /ik'splDr3t(o)ri/ adj forming 
part of an exploration of something. Syn¬ 
onym investigative 

® explore /ik'spb:/ verb 1. to travel and 
discover, especially places you have not vis¬ 
ited before O It is a part of the jungle which 
has never been explored before. O We spent 
our holidays exploring Holland by canal. 2. 
to investigate something carefully O We are 
exploring the possibility of moving the office 
to London. O The minister has set up a group 
to explore this and other issues. 
explorer /ik'spbiro/ noun a person who 
explores unknown parts of the world 
explosion /ik'spbu 3 (o)n/ noun 1. the act 
of blowing something up, e.g. a bomb or a 
petrol tank O Several explosions were heard 
during the night as the army occupied the 
city. 2. a sudden increase O This summer 
there has been an explosion in the numbers 
of greenfly. 

explosive /ik'splausrv/ adj 1. likely to 
blow up O The containers held an explosive 
mixture. O The police found an explosive de¬ 
vice in the car. 2. tense; likely to be embar¬ 
rassing O The situation in the office was 
explosive, with the clerical staff demanding 
to see the manager. O The paper is running 
an explosive story about the minister. ■ noun 
a material, such as gunpowder, which can 
blow up O Tests revealed traces of explosive 
on his hands. O The box contained explo¬ 


exposure 

sives. O Police explosives experts defused the 
bomb. 

exponent /ik'spounont/ noun a person 
who practises a certain belief or a certain art 
(D export noun /'ekspoit/ □ export(s) 
goods sent to a foreign country to be sold o 
The country’s major export is tea. O Exports 
to Africa have increased by 25%. ■ verb /ik- 
'spoit/ to send goods to a foreign country for 
sale O The company exports half of what it 
produces. 

exporter /ik'spoito/ noun a person or com¬ 
pany that sells goods to foreign countries 
(D expose /ik'spouz/ verb 1 . to show some¬ 
thing which was hidden O He pulled off his 
shirt, exposing a huge scar across his chest. 
O The plastic coating had rubbed off to ex¬ 
pose the metal beneath. 2. to let light go onto 
a photographic film O You didn’t expose the 
film for long enough. 3. to reveal a shocking 
fact O He was exposed as the person who 
wrote the letters. O The newspaper has ex¬ 
posed several government scandals. 4. □ to 
expose something or someone to something 
to place something or someone under the in¬ 
fluence of something O Don’t expose these 
plants to direct sunlight. O She was exposed 
to a lethal dose of radiation. O He had inad¬ 
vertently exposed his children to serious 
danger. 

expose /ik'spouzei/ noun a report which 
exposes something wrong 
(D exposed /ik'spouzd/ adj open and not 
protected. Synonym unprotected. Antonym 
covered □ a very exposed position a posi¬ 
tion which is not protected from the wind 
exposition /.ekspo'zi^o)^ noun 1. US a 
display, e.g. of works of art or goods for sale 
O The exposition is open from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. O We stood in line for half an hour wait¬ 
ing to get into the book exposition. (NOTE: 
The British term is exhibition.) 2. a detailed 
explanation O She gave a clear exposition of 
the artist’s use of light and shade. 
expostulate /ik'spostjuleit/ verb to pro¬ 
test to someone 

(D exposure /ik'spou33/ noun 1. the act of 
putting someone under the influence of 
something O the exposure of young children 
to violence on television O the exposure of 
some workers to radiation 2. the state of not 
being protected, e.g. from cold O The survi¬ 
vors of the crash were all suffering from ex¬ 
posure after spending a night in the snow. 3. 
the time and amount of light needed for a pic¬ 
ture to be taken on film O You need a short 
exposure to photograph a racing car. 4. the 
act of revealing something, e.g. corruption O 
the newspaper’s exposure of the actor’s in¬ 
volvement in the scandal O The council was 
embarrassed by a string of exposures of ir¬ 
regular financial transactions. 
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expound /ik'spaund/ verb to explain 
something in detail 

<D express /ik'spres/ verb to put something 
into words, pictures or actions O He ex¬ 
pressed his gratitude in a short speech. O The 
chart shows visitors to our stand expressed 
as a percentage of all visitors to the exhibi¬ 
tion. O His grief was expressed in fierce an¬ 
ger and constant activity. □ to express 
yourself to make your thoughts or feelings 
known to other people □ to express itself to 
be shown O His grief expressed itself in 
fierce anger and constant activity. ■ adj 1 . 
(of a train or a postal service) very fast o We 
have an express delivery service to all parts 
of the country. 2. clearly intended or planned 
(formal) O They did it with the express inten¬ 
tion of killing me. ■ noun a fast train o We 
took the express from London to Glasgow. 

<D expression /ik'sprej(9)n/ noun 1. a 
word or group of words O ‘Until the cows 
come home’ is an expression which means 
for a vety long time 2. a look on a person’s 
face which shows a feeling O His expression 
showed how miserable he was. O Everyone 
noticed the expression of surprise on her 
face. 

expressionless /ik'sprej(3)n(3)bs/ adj 
showing no feeling 

expressive /ik'spresiv/ adj showing 
feeling 

expressly /ik'spresli/ adv clearly and def¬ 
initely. Synonym specifically 
expresso /ek'spressu/ noun another spell¬ 
ing of espresso 

expressway /ik'spreswei/ noun US a fast 
road with few junctions (NOTE: The British 
term is motorway.) 

expropriate /eks'prauprieit/ verb (of the 
state or a local authority) to take away prop¬ 
erty from a private owner 
expropriation /iks.prsupri'eij^n/ noun 
the act of taking property away from a pri¬ 
vate owner 

expulsion /ik'spAlJsn/ noun the act of 
throwing someone out or sending someone 
away, e.g. from school, t expel. Synonym 
dismissal. Antonym admittance 
exquisite /ik'skwizit/ adj very finely 
made; very refined 
ext. abbrex tension 

extant /ek'stasnt/ adj still in existence. 
Synonym existing 

d> extend /ik'stend/ verb 1 . to stretch out o 
She extended both arms in welcome. O The 
grounds of the house extend over two hect¬ 
ares. 2. to make something longer or bigger 
O We are planning to extend our garden. O 
We have asked our landlord to extend the 
lease for another two years. 3. to give some¬ 


thing to someone (formal) o I want to extend 
a warm welcome to our guests from China. 
extended /ik'stendid/ adj longer than 
usual. Synonym lengthy 
extended family /ik.stendid 'faem(3)li/ 
noun a family in which relatives outside the 
central family group, such as aunts and un¬ 
cles, are included. Compare nuclear family 
(D extension /ik'stenjan/ noun 1. the act 
of extending something O My visa has ex¬ 
pired, so I have applied for an extension. 2. 
something which is added on O We added an 
extension at the back of the house. O I need 
an extension cable for the electric mower. O 
They are planning a further extension of the 
underground railway. 3. a telephone in an of¬ 
fice which is connected to the company’s 
main line O Can you get me extension 21? O 
The manager is on extension 23. 

@ extensive /ik'stensiv/ adj covering a 
large area or amount O The grounds of the 
house are very extensive. O The church roof 
needs extensive repair work. 
extensively /ik'stensivli/ adv to a large 
degree 

(D extent /ik 1 stent/ noun the degree, size or 
area of something O The extent of the earth¬ 
quake damage was only revealed later. O He 
opened up the map to its full extent. □ to 
some extent, to a certain extent partly; in 
some way O To some extent, the weather was 
the cause of the failure of the village fair. 
extenuating circumstances /ik- 
.stenjueitir) 'ssikamstsnsiz/ plural noun 
events which can partly excuse a wrong 
action 

<D exterior /ik'stiaris/ adj outside o The 
exterior walls are of stone. Synonym exter¬ 
nal ■ noun the outside parts O The exterior 
of the house is painted pink. ► Antonym (all 
senses) interior 

exterminate /ik'st3:mineit/ verb 1. to kill 
all the living things in a place 2. to kill a per¬ 
son or a group of people 
extermination /ik.stsimi'neij^n/ noun 
the act of killing large numbers of living 
things. Antonym preservation (NOTE: no 
plural) 

® external /ik'st3:n(3)l/ adj outside o The 
external walls of the house are quite solid. O 
Her injuries were all external. Synonym out¬ 
side. Antonym internal □ medicine for ex¬ 
ternal use only medicine which is used on 
the skin and must not be drunk or eaten 
external line /ik,st3:n(3)l 'lain/ noun an 
office phone directly connected to an outside 
telephone line 

externally /ik'st3:nsli/ adv outside. Syn¬ 
onym outwardly. Antonym internally 
extinct /ik'stirjkt/ adj 1. which has died 
out O Three species of butterfly have become 
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extinct in the last year. O Several species of 
birds have become extinct since rats were in¬ 
troduced to the island. 2. (of a volcano) 
which no longer erupts O The mountain is an 
extinct volcano. Compare dormant 
® extinction /ik'stirjkfsn/ noun 1. (of a 
species) the process of dying out o The last 
remaining pairs of birds were taken to a zoo 
for breeding purposes, so as to save the spe¬ 
cies from extinction. □ to face extinction, to 
be threatened with extinction to be likely to 
die out O The tiger is facing extinction unless 
measures are taken to protect it. 2. the act of 
putting out a fire O The firefighters will stand 
by until the complete extinction of the blaze. 
(NOTE: no plural) 

extinguish /ik'stirjgwiJ*/ verb to put out a 
fire 

extinguisher /ik'stirjgwija/ noun same 

as fire extinguisher 

extol /ik'stoul/ verb to praise someone or 
something very highly (literary) (NOTE: ex¬ 
tolling - extolled. The US spelling is 
extoll.) 

extort /ik'stoit/ verb □ to extort some¬ 
thing from someone to get money or prom¬ 
ises from someone by threats o The secret 
police extorted very valuable information 
from him. O The gang extorted money from 
small shopkeepers by threatening to burn 
down their shops. Synonym extract 
extortion /ik'sto:J(o)n/ noun the practice 
of getting money from someone by threats. 
Synonym coercion (NOTE: no plural) 
extortionate /ik'sto:J(3)n9t/ adj (of a 
price) very high or excessive. Synonym 
expensive 

® extra /'ekstrs/ adj more than usual; addi¬ 
tional O We need an extra four teachers or 
four extra teachers for this course. O The 
charge for delivery is extra. O Staff get extra 
pay for working on Sundays. Synonym addi¬ 
tional ■ adv more than normal; in addition O 
I need some extra strong string to tie the par¬ 
cel. O They charge extra for bulky items. O If 
you pay £50 extra you can travel first class. 
■ noun 1 . something more than usual o The 
price covers the hotels and transport but not 
extras like drinks and special trips. O 
Air-conditioning is an extra on this car. 2. an 
actor or actress who appears in a crowd scene 
in a film or play, but is not a star O The studio 
hired thousands of extras to make 
‘Cleopatra ’. 

extract noun /'ekstraskt/1. a thing reduced 
from something larger O He will be reading 
extracts from his latest novel. 2. something 
which is reduced to a concentrated form O 
soup made from meat extract O Add a drop of 
vanilla extract to the custard. ■ verb /ik- 
'straekt/1. to pull something out o The den¬ 
tist extracted two teeth. O We managed to ex¬ 


extravagant 

tract £10 from him. O The police extracted a 
confession from the accused. 2. to produce 
something from something else O It is no 
longer viable to extract tin from Cornish 
mines. O The oil is extracted from lavender 
flowers. 

extraction /ik'straekjsn/ noun 1. the act 
of pulling out a tooth O An extraction will 
cost you £40. 2. the production of something 
from something else O The extraction of iron 
ore from this mine is becoming too costly. 3. 
□ she is of German extraction her family 
originally came from Germany 
extractor fan /ik'straekta faen/ noun a fan 
which sucks air out of a room 
extracurricular /.ekstrsks'rikjub/ adj 
outside the normal course of study 
extradite /'ekstrsdait/ verb to bring an ar¬ 
rested person back from another country to 
stand trial for a crime committed in his or her 
home country. Synonym deport 
extradition /,ekstr3'dij(3)n/ noun the act 
of bringing a person back to his or her home 
country for trial 

extramarital /.ekstrs'masrit^)!/ adj refer¬ 
ring to sexual relations outside marriage 
extraneous /ik'streinias/ adj 1. not di¬ 
rectly connected O He introduced some ex¬ 
traneous details into his argument. 2. coming 
from outside O Extraneous material in the 
blood sample made the test invalid. 
extraordinarily /ik'stroidnarali/ adv 1. 
extremely O Her action was extraordinarily 
brave. 2. in a strange way O He behaved 
quite extraordinarily at the party. 

® extraordinary /ik'stro:d(3)n(3)ri/ adj 
1. marvellous; strange and unusual O Seeing 
her again gave him an extraordinary thrill. O 
A peacock’s feathers are quite extraordinary. 
O It’s extraordinary weather for June. 2. 
completely different from everything else 
(formal) o These are extraordinary costs 
which will not be charged again. O They 
called an extraordinary meeting of the club. 
extrapolate /ik'strsepaleit/ verb to calcu¬ 
late something unknown on the basis of 
available information 

extrapolation /ik.strasps'lei^a)^ noun 
the act of calculating something unknown on 
the basis of available information 
extraterrestrial adj from a planet other 
than Earth ■ noun a creature from a planet 
other than Earth 

extra time /,ekstr3 'taim/ noun more time 
added at the end of a match in which the 
scores are level, so that the sides have time to 
try to score 

extravagance /ik'strasvsgans/ noun un¬ 
necessary expense 

extravagant /ik'strasvagsnt/ adj 1. who 
spends a lot of money O They are extrava- 


extravagantly 

gant when it comes to buying presents for 
their children. 2. expensive and not neces¬ 
sary O an extravagant way of life 3. unusual 
and wild O The company has made some ex¬ 
travagant claims for its new soap powder. 
extravagantly /ik'streevogontli/ adv in 
an extravagant way 

extravaganza /ik.strasvo'gaenzo/ noun 
an expensive and luxurious party, show, film 
or event 

(D extreme /ik'striim/ adj 1. very great o 
The anorak is made to withstand extreme 
cold. O He showed extreme reluctance to get 
involved. □ at the extreme end right at the 
end 2. very unusual or serious O an extreme 
case 3. considered unreasonable by some 
people o He holds extreme views. ■ noun 
something very unusual or very great O You 
get extremes of temperature here - very hot 
summers and very cold winters. Synonym 
limit □ to go to extremes to do everything in 
an excessive way □ to go from one extreme 
to the other to change to something com¬ 
pletely different O She can go from one ex¬ 
treme to the other - from being happy and 
excited one minute to being gloomy and de¬ 
pressed the next. 

<D extremely /ik'striimli/ adv to a great 
degree O It was extremely hot in August. O 
The film is extremely long, and some people 
walked out before the end. O It is extremely 
difficult to spend less than $50.00 a day on 
meals in New York. Synonym very 
extreme sport /ik.striim 'spo:t/ noun a 
sport which is very dangerous and exciting, 
e.g. snowboarding or sky surfing 
extremism /ik'stri:miz(3)m/ noun (as 
criticism) ideas and practices which favour 
very strong action such as the use of vio¬ 
lence. Synonym radicalism. Antonym 
moderation 

extremist /ik'striimist/ noun a person 
who has extreme views, usually about poli¬ 
tics O left-wing extremists ■ adj having ex¬ 
treme views, usually about politics O 
Members of an extremist group have taken 
over the post office. ► Synonym (all senses) 
radical. Antonym (all senses) moderate 
extremities /ik'stremotiz/ plural noun the 
fingers, toes, nose and ears 
extremity /ik'stremiti/ noun an end point 
O We set up our camp at the northern ex¬ 
tremity of the island. (NOTE: The plural is ex¬ 
tremities.) 

extricate /'ekstrikeit/ verb 1. to get some¬ 
one out of a difficult situation O She asked 
her father to help extricate her from the awk¬ 
ward situation she found herself in. 2. to re¬ 
move something with difficulty O The 
surgeons extricated the bullet which had 
lodged itself behind her eye. 
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extrovert /'ekstrov3it/ noun a person who 
is very friendly and likes to be with other 
people. Antonym introvert 
exuberance /ig'zjuiborons/ noun wild 
enthusiasm. Antonym apathy (NOTE: no 
plural) 

exuberant /ig'zjuiboront/ adj lively and 
energetic. Synonym enthusiastic. Antonym 
lethargic 

exude /ig'zjuid/ verb to send out or to give 
off a strong smell or a strong feeling 
exult /ig'zAlt/ verb to be glad or happy 
about something. Synonym rejoice □ he ex¬ 
ulted over his rivals he showed great plea¬ 
sure at beating his rivals 
exultant /ig'zAltont/ adj happy to have 
won something. Synonym jubilant 
exultation /,egzArteiJ(9)n/ noun the fact 
of being happy, e.g. to have won something. 
Synonym joy. Antonym misery 
(D eye /ai / noun 1 . the organ in the head with 
which you see o He has brown eyes. O Close 
your eyes and count to ten while we all hide. 
O I’ve got a bit of dust in my eye. □ as far as 
the eye can see for a very long distance o 
Grasslands stretch as far as the eye can see. 
□ to catch someone’s eye to look at someone 
who is looking at you O She caught his eye 
and nodded towards the door. □ to keep 
your eyes open for something to watch out 
for something O Keep your eyes open for 
burglars! □ to keep an eye on something to 
watch something carefully to see that it is 
safe O Can you keep an eye on the house 
while we are away? □ to keep an eye out for 
something to watch to see if something is 
near O I must keep an eye out for Seville or¬ 
anges to make some marmalade. O Can you 
keep an eye out for the traffic warden while I 
go into the bank? □ I’m up to my eyes in 
work I have a lot of work to do ( informal ) □ 
they don’t see eye to eye they do not agree o 
He doesn’t see eye to eye with the boss. □ to 
have your eye on someone to think someone 
is very good, very attractive or not to be 
trusted O She’s got her eye on her best 
friend’s brother. O The police have had their 
eye on him for ages. 2. □ a private eye a de¬ 
tective who is not a member of the police 
force and is employed by an ordinary person 
(informal) 3. a small hole in the end of a nee¬ 
dle, through which the thread goes 4. a bud 
on a potato from which shoots grow ■ verb 
1 . to look at something carefully O She sat in 
a corner, eyeing the arrivals indicator. 2. □ 
to eye someone up to look at someone show¬ 
ing that you think them attractive (informal) 
O He was eyeing up one of the girls on the 
other side of the room. 

eyeball /'aiboil/ noun 1. a part of the eye, 
the round ball of tissue through which light 
passes and which is controlled by various 
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muscles O The retina is a light-sensitive 
membrane at the back of the eyeball. 2. □ 
eyeball to eyeball facing each other closely 
O He had an eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation 
with the referee. ■ verb to stare at someone 
closely ( informal ) o The security guard 
eyeballed us as we came near the gate. 

(D eyebrow /'aibrau/ noun a small line of 
hair above your eye □ he raised his eye¬ 
brows he looked surprised 
eye-catching /'ai .kaetjir)/ adj very no¬ 
ticeable and attracting attention. Synonym 
striking 

eye contact /'ai .kontaskt/ noun the act of 
looking at someone who is looking at you 
eyeful /'aiful/ noun 1. an amount of some¬ 
thing which gets in your eye O He got an eye¬ 
ful of sand. 2. □ to get an eyeful of 
something to look at something unusual (in¬ 
formal) 

eyelash /'ailceJY noun one of the hairs 
growing round the edge of the eyelids (NOTE: 
The plural is eyelashes.) 
eyelet /'allot/ noun a small hole, such as 
one in a shoe, for passing the lace through 
eye level /'ai ,lev(o)l/ noun the height 
above the floor of the average person’s eyes 


e-zine 

(D eyelid /'ailid/ noun a piece of skin which 
covers the eye 

eyeliner /'ailaino/ noun a substance used 
for drawing a coloured line round your eye 
eye-opener /'aioup^no/ noun something 
which surprises you ( informal ) 
eyepiece /'aipi:s/ noun the piece of glass 
which you look through in a telescope or 
microscope 

eyeshadow /'aijasdou/ noun make-up for 
colouring the skin round your eye 
(D eyesight /'aisait/ noun ability to see □ 
her eyesight is failing she can’t see as well 
as she used to 

eyesore /'aiso:/ noun an unpleasant sight 
eyewash /'aiwoJV noun 1. a liquid for 
bathing the eyes O The doctor prescribed 
some eyewash. 2. □ it’s all eyewash it is rub¬ 
bish ( informal) 

eyewitness /'aiwitnos/ noun a person 
who has seen something happen (NOTE: The 
plural is eyewitnesses.) 
eyrie /'iori/ noun 1. the nest of an eagle o 
The eagles come back to the same eyrie every 
year. 2. a high place O The general stood in 
his eyrie, looking at the advancing army 
through his binoculars. (NOTE: [all senses] 
The US spelling is aerie.) 
e-zine /'i: zi:n/ noun a magazine which ap¬ 
pears in a website on the Internet 
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f /ef/, F noun the sixth letter of the alphabet, 
between E and G 
F 2 abbr Fahrenheit 
fab /faeb/ adj fabulous ( informal) 
fable /'feib(3)l/ noun a moral story, usually 
about animals, making them seem like hu¬ 
man beings. Synonym tale 
fabled /'feib(o)ld/ adj well-known in 
stories 

(D fabric /'fasbrik/ noun 1. cloth or material 
O The curtains are made of some expensive 
fabric. O We need a fireproof fabric for the 
chairs. 2. the basic structure of society or an 
organisation O During the revolution, the ba¬ 
sic fabric of society collapsed. 
fabricate /'fasbrikeit/ verb to invent an un¬ 
true story 

fabrication /.faebri'keiJXojn/ noun an in¬ 
vented story that is not true 
fabric conditioner /'faebrik kon- 
l diJ(9)no/ noun a substance which makes 
clothes softer after washing or cleaning 
fabulous /'faebjulos/ adj 1. imaginary, as 
in fairy stories O unicorns and other fabulous 
animals 2. marvellous or wonderful O It was 
a fabulous party. 

G) face /feis/ noun 1. the front part of your 
head O Don’t forget to wash your face before 
you go to the party. □ to lose face to be em¬ 
barrassed by being shown to be wrong or 
weak O She can’t bear being told off in front 
of the class — it makes her lose face. □ to 
make a face to make a strange expression o 
He made funny faces and all the children 
laughed. □ to try to keep a straight face to 
try not to laugh □ to show your face to come 
to a place O After what he said about my 
mother he doesn ’t dare show his face here. 2. 
the front part of something O a clock face O 
She put the photograph face down on the 
desk. □ to vanish from the face of the earth 
to disappear completely ■ verb 1. to have the 
face or front towards O The house faces 
north. O Can everyone please face the cam¬ 
era? 2. to meet someone in an unpleasant sit¬ 
uation O The thought of facing all those 
journalists frightens me. O She didn 7 want to 
face the committee yet again. 3. □ to face or 
to be faced with something to be likely to 
have to deal with an unpleasant situation O 


She faces a life of poverty. O Will they be 
able to cope with the problems they are faced 
with? □ not to be able to face something not 
to want to experience something which you 
expect will be unpleasant O I couldn 7 face 
another meeting. □ to face the facts to look 
at things in a realistic way O You really ought 
to face the facts: you ’ll never get a job if you 
don 7 have any qualifications. □ let’s face it 
we must accept it O Let’s face it, I’ve failed 
my test five times and will probably never 
pass. t music 

facecloth /'feisklDO/, face flannel /'feis 
.flasnol/ noun a small square of towelling for 
washing the face or body 
faceless /'feislos/ adj without a name or 
face; anonymous and threatening 
facelift /'feislift/ noun 1. an operation to 
make your face look younger 2. the fact of 
working to make something appear newer O 
Our website needs a facelift. 
face pack /'feis paek/ noun thick moist 
stuff which you put on your face to improve 
your skin 

face powder /'feis ,paudo/ noun powder 
for putting on your face to improve the ap¬ 
pearance of your skin 

face-saving /'feis .seivir)/ adj which 
avoids causing someone to feel embarrassed 
and ashamed. Synonym dignified. Antonym 
humiliating 

facet /'faesit/ noun 1 . one of the flat sides 
on a cut gem O a diamond with forty-four 
facets 2. one of many aspects of something, 
e.g. a problem O The problem presents many 
different facets. O The film explores several 
fascinating facets of his life in Africa. 
facetious /fo'siijos/ adj funny or joking in 
an offensive way 

facetiousness /fo'siijosnos/ noun the 
fact of being funny or joking 
face to face /,feis to 'feis/ adv looking at 
each other O He turned a corner and came 
face to face with a police officer. O 7 don 7 
like doing business on the phone -1 prefer to 
make deals face to face. 

<D face up to /,feis 'Ap tui/ verb to accept 
an unpleasant situation and try to deal with it. 
Antonym deny 
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face value /,feis 'vaslju:/ noun a value 
written on a coin or banknote □ to take 
something at its or at face value to believe 
that what something appears to mean is true 
O When we booked our holiday we took what 
the tour company said about the hotel at face 
value - but it turned out not to be true. 
facial /'feiJ(o)l/ adj referring to a face o 
Her facial expression reflected her feeling of 
happiness. ■ noun a beauty treatment in 
which your face is cleaned and massaged O 
She’s having a facial. 

facile /'faesail/ adj 1 . done very easily O He 
writes in a facile way which is easy to read, 
but isn’t great literature. 2. done without 
thinking carefully O The solution proposed 
by the town council is simply too facile. 

@ facilitate /fs'siliteit/ verb to make 
something easy. Antonym impede 
facilities /fa'silitiz/ plural noun equipment 
which can be used □ the museum has 
facilites for the disabled or handicapped 
the museum has things such as special ramps 
and lifts to allow disabled people to visit it 
(2) facility /fs'siliti/ noun 1. an ability to do 
something easily O She has a facility for lan¬ 
guages. (NOTE: no plural) 2. a large commer¬ 
cial building O We have opened our new 
warehouse facility. (NOTE: The plural is fa¬ 
cilities.) 

facing /'feisirj/ adj which faces o Our side 
of the street is in the shade, but the facing 
side is in full sunlight. ■ noun material cov¬ 
ering the surface of a building O The stone 
facing of the library has started to come off. 
facsimile /faek'simili/ noun 1. a perfect 
copy O This is not the real Magna Carta - it 
is a facsimile. O They have published a fac¬ 
simile edition of one of the earliest printed 
books. 2. a fax; a copy of a document or pic¬ 
ture sent by telephone O Can you confirm the 
booking by facsimile? 

® fact /faskt/ noun 1. a thing that is true o 
He faced up to the fact that he wasn't fit 
enough for the race. O Did you check all the 
facts before you wrote the article? 2. □ in 
fact really O He told the police he had seen a 
man steal a car but in fact he made the whole 
story up. O It rained a lot last month — in 
fact it rained all month. 
fact-finding /'faekt .faindig/ adj which is 
searching for information □ a fact-finding 
mission a group of people who visit a place 
to search for information about a problem O 
They went on a fact-finding mission to East¬ 
ern Europe. 

faction /'faekjsn/ noun a group of people 
linked together in opposition to a leader or to 
a government 

factional /'faekj3n(a)l/ adj referring to 
factions 

facto o de facto 


(D factor /'faskto/ noun 1 . a thing which has 
influence or importance O The key factor is 
the price. O The crucial factor for the success 
of the village fete is the weather. □ the decid¬ 
ing factor the most important factor which 
influences a decision 2. one of the numbers 
which produce a certain other number when 
multiplied O 4 and 2 are factors of 8. □ by a 
factor of multiplied by o Reported cases of 
BSE have fallen by a factor of 3. 3. a number 
which shows the strength of something □ 
factor 8 or 20 suncream a cream which 
gives 8 or 20 times a standard amount of pro¬ 
tection against the sun’s rays 4. a person who 
buys debts at a discount and then tries to get 
the full amount back from the debtor 
(J) factory /'f£ekt(9)ri/ noun a building 
where things are made O She works in a shoe 
factory. O He owns a furniture factory. O The 
factory makes computer terminals. (NOTE: 
The plural is factories.) 
factory farm /'fa2kt(9)ri fa:m/ noun a 
farm where large numbers of animals are 
kept in small spaces, using modem methods 
to produce food quickly 
factory hand /'faekt(9)ri hasnd/ noun a 
person who works in a factory 
factory ship /'faekt(9)ri Jip/ noun a ship 
which freezes or cans fish which are caught 
by smaller fishing boats 
factual /'faekt Jusl/ adj referring to facts 
faculty /'faek(9)lti/ noun 1. a natural ability 
(NOTE: The plural is faculties.) 2. a main di¬ 
vision of a university O the Faculty of Arts or 
the Arts Faculty (NOTE: The plural is facul¬ 
ties.) 3. US the teaching staff of a school, 
university or college O There is a meeting of 
the faculty tomorrow. (NOTE: no plural) 
fad /faed/ noun a strange temporary craze 
for something. Synonym fashion 
fade /feid/ verb 1. to lose colour o The 
more you wash your jeans, the more they ’ll 
fade. O This T-shirt has faded. 2. to become 
less bright or light O As the light faded, bats 
came out in the garden. O The light from the 
torch began to fade as the batteries ran out. 
O The islands faded away into the distance. 
3. to become less noisy O The sound of the 
music faded away. 

faded /'feidid/ adj which has lost its colour 
faecal /'fi:k(9)l/ adj referring to faeces 
(NOTE: The US spelling is fecal.) 
faeces /'fiisiiz/ plural noun solid waste 
matter passed from the body O The patient’s 
faeces are not solid. (NOTE: The US spelling 
is feces.) 

faff /faef 9'baut/ verb □ to faff about or 
around to work in a disorganised way, with¬ 
out achieving any results ( informal ) O We’d 
get more done if the sales people spent less 
time faffing around and actually sold 
something. 
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fag /fasg/ noun 1. tiring or boring work (in- 
formal) O It’s such a fag, licking all these en¬ 
velopes. 2. a cigarette O He cadged a fag off 
me. O I bought a packet of fags at the kiosk. 
faggot /'faegot/ noun 1. a bundle of sticks 
for lighting a fire O She brought in faggots 
from the wood shed. 2. a spiced meat ball O 
We had faggots in brown gravy. 

Fahrenheit /'faeronhait/ noun a scale of 
temperatures where the freezing and boiling 
points of water are 32° and 212°. Abbr F. 
Compare Celsius (NOTE: used in the USA, 
but less common in the UK and not usually 
used in other countries. It is usually written 
as F after the degree sign: 32° F\ say: 
‘thirty-two degrees Fahrenheit’.) 

(D fail /fell/ verb 1. not to do something 
which you were trying to do O The examina¬ 
tion was very difficult - half the students 
failed. O He passed in maths, but failed his 
English exam. O She failed in her attempt to 
become an MP. 2. to decide that someone has 
not passed an examination O She was failed 
twice in her driving test. 3. not to do some¬ 
thing O The car failed to stop at the red light. 
O She failed to notify the tax office of her 
change of address. 4. not to be able to do 
something O I fail to see why she can ’t come 
to the meeting when everyone else can. 5. not 
to work properly O The brakes failed and he 
couldn *t stop the car. □ if all else fails if you 
can’t do anything else O If all else fails you 
can always borrow my car. 6. to become 
weaker o Her eyesight is beginning to fail. ■ 
noun □ without fail definitely ( formal) o I 
will be there without fail tomorrow morning. 
failed /feild/ adj not having succeeded in 
something 

failing /'feilig/ noun a weakness; bad point 
O She has only one failing - she goes to sleep 
in front of the TV every night. O In spite of 
his failings, we still think he is a wonderful 
father. Antonym forte ■ prep □ failing that 
if that does not work o Try some tape to seal 
the joint or, failing that, call a plumber. ■ adj 
becoming weak O The cricket match was 
stopped because of failing light. 

(D failure /'feiljo/ noun 1. a breakdown or 
stopping O The accident was caused by brake 
failure. O The failure of the plane’s engine 
caused the crash. 2. a person or thing that 
does not work well O His attempts to juggle 
were a complete failure. O I’m no good at 
anything — I’m a failure. 3. □ failure to do 
something the fact of not having done some¬ 
thing O His failure to reach the final disap¬ 
pointed his fans. O Failure to pay the bill will 
mean we will have to take legal action. 
faint /feint/ adj difficult to see or hear o We 
could just see the faint outline of a man in the 
fog. O The rescuers could hear a faint tap¬ 
ping in the ruins. (NOTE: fainter - faintest) 


fairy story 

■ verb to become unconscious for a short 
time O She fainted when she saw the blood. 
Synonym pass out 

faintly / l feint(o)li/ adv 1 . weakly 2. 
slightly O slightly ridiculous 
<D fair /feo/ adj 1 . {of hair or skin) 
light-coloured O Her hair is quite fair. O 
She’s dark, but her brother is fair. 2. not very 
good O Her work is only fair. 3. right; giving 
someone what they deserve O That’s not fair 

- you must let other children play with the 
ball too. O It isn ’t fair of you to go on holiday 
when we have so much work to do. 4. {of 
weather) bright and warm o According to 
the TV it will be fair tomorrow. (NOTE: fairer 

- fairest) ■ noun 1 . a group of machines for 
riding on and stalls where you can win 
things, set up in one place for a short time O 
The fair is coming to the village for the 
Easter Bank Holiday. O He went to the fair 
and won a goldfish at the shooting gallery. 
Synonym fairground 2. an exhibition for 
selling and advertising goods O We are going 
to the car fair tomorrow. ■ adv in a fair way 
O You play fair with me, and I’ll play fair 
with you. (NOTE: Do not confuse with fare.) 
fair game /feo 'geim/ noun a person or 
thing which it is fair to criticise 
fairground /'feograund/ noun a place in 
the open air where a fair is held 
fair-haired /,feo 'head/ adj with fair hair 
(D fairly /'feoli/ adv 1 . justly or correctly O 
She complained that she had not been treated 
fairly in the interview. 2. to some degree O 
I’m fairly certain I have seen this film before. 
O She had been working there a fairly short 
time. O The hotel is fairly close to the centre 
of town. Synonym quite (NOTE: The order of 
words for fairly and quite is different: He’s 
a fairly good worker, but He’s quite a good 
worker.) 

fairness /'feonos/ noun 1 . light colouring 
O The fairness of her skin makes it difficult 
for her to stay in the sun for long periods. 2. 
honesty and correctness O Everyone ac¬ 
knowledged her fairness in dealing with staff 
complaints. 

fair play /feo 'plei/ noun obeying the rules 
of a game or the normal rules of behaviour 
fairway /'feowei/ noun a part of a golf 
course where the grass is cut, though it is not 
very short 

fairy /'feori/ noun a little creature who can 
work magic (NOTE: The plural is fairies.) 
fairy godmother /.feori 'godmAdo/ noun 
a kind person who gives you magic presents 
fairy lights /'feori laits/ plural noun small 
electric lights, often used for decorating trees 
fairy story /'feori ,sto:ri/ same as 
fairytale 


fairytale 

fairytale /'feariteil/ noun a children’s story 
about fairies, princes, princesses and giants □ 
fairytale castle a romantic castle like those 
in fairytales □ fairytale wedding a romantic 
wedding like that of a prince and princess 
© faith /fei0/ noun 1. belief or trust □ to 
have faith in someone or something to be¬ 
lieve that someone or something is good and 
strong or will protect you O I have no faith in 
advice columns in newspapers. O You must 
have faith in the leader of the party. O I don’t 
have any faith in this new treatment. □ to 
have blind faith in someone to have com¬ 
plete trust in someone, however wicked they 
may seem to be to other people 2. a religious 
belief O We must respect people of other 
faiths. 3. □ in good faith honestly, even 
though perhaps wrongly O I sold him the car 
in good faith - I didn’t know it would break 
down the next day. 

faithful /'fei0f(o)l/ adj 1. (of a person or 
an animal) trusting or loyal o his faithful old 
dog O We must be faithful to father’s last 
wishes. 2. □ to be faithful (of husband or 
wife) not to have love affairs with someone 
else 3. completely correct O a faithful copy of 
a document ■ noun □ the party faithful the 
people who believe in a certain political party 
in an unreasonable way □ the faithful the 
people who believe in a certain religion 
© faithfully /'fei@f(9)li/ adv loyally, in a 
trusting way O Her maid had worked faith¬ 
fully for her for years. O He faithfully did 
what the instructor told him to do. 
faith healer /'fei0 ,hi:ta/ noun a person 
who heals by the power of prayer 
faith healing /'fei0 ,hi:lir)/ noun healing 
by the power of prayer 
fake /feik/ noun an imitation or forgeiy, as 
opposed to the real thing O That picture isn’t 
by Picasso, it’s a fake. Antonym original ■ 
adj not real O She was wearing a fake fur 
coat. Synonym false. Antonym genuine ■ 
verb to make an imitation of something, or to 
imitate something O He faked mental illness 
to avoid appearing in court. O They think the 
laboratory faked the results of the test. 
falcon /'foilkan/ noun a small bird of prey, 
sometimes trained to catch other birds as a 
sport 

(D fall /foil/ verb 1. to drop down to a lower 
level O Snow fell all night O The pound has 
fallen against the dollar. O She fell down the 
stairs. O He fell off the ladder. O Did he fall 
into the river or did someone push him? 2. □ 
her face fell she looked sad and disappointed 
□ to fall asleep to go to sleep o We all fell 
asleep after dinner. (NOTE: falling - fell 
/fel/ - has fallen /'foitan/.) ■ noun 1. an 
amount of something which has come down 
O There was a heavy fall of snow during the 
night. 2. the process of going to a lower level 


fallow deer 

O a welcome fall in the price of oil O the fall 
in the exchange rate 3. the act of losing your 
balance O He had a fall and hurt his back. O 
She had a bad fall while skiing. 4. □ the fall 
US the season of the year between summer 
and winter 

fallacious /fa'leijas/ adj based on a false 
argument 

fallacy /'faebsi/ noun a false argument 
(NOTE: The plural is fallacies.) 
fall apart /,fo:l s'pait/ verb 1. to come to 
pieces O My shoes are falling apart. O The 
porcelain dish just fell apart in my hands. 2. 
to come to an end (in its present form) O 
When they showed him the letters, his life 
simply fell apart. O When our German part¬ 
ners withdrew, the deal fell apart. 
fall away /,fo:l a'wei/ verb to become less 
© fall back on /.foil 'bask on/ verb to use 
something which you were planning to use 
only if you had to 

© fall behind /.foil bi'haind/ verb to be 
late in doing something 
© fall down /,foil 'daun/ verb 1. to drop to 
the ground O She fell down and hurt her 
knee. 2. to become a ruin O The place has 
been deserted for so long it’s falling down. 

(D fallen /'foibn/ p fall 
© fall for /'foil f oil verb 1. to fall in love 
with someone O She always falls for intelli¬ 
gent men. 2. to be tricked by something O 
Don’t fall for his sales talk. 
fall guy /'foil gai/ noun a person who is 
made to take the blame for a crime commit¬ 
ted by someone else (informal) 
fallible /'faelib(9)l/ adj capable of being 
wrong 

falling-off /.foilir) 'of/ noun the act of be¬ 
coming less 

falling-out /.foilirj 'aut/ noun the act of 
having an argument with someone 
© fall off /,fo:l 'of/ verb to become fewer. 
Synonym decline 

Fallopian tube /fa'bupbn tju:b/ noun 
one of two tubes in a woman, which connect 
the ovaries to the uterus 
© fall out /.foil 'aut/ verb to have an argu¬ 
ment O They fell out over the bill for drinks. 
Synonym quarrel 

fallout /'fodaut/ noun an unfortunate result 
O the fallout from the arrest of the party 
treasurer 

fall over /.foil buva/ verb to fall down 
from being upright 

fallow /'fasbu/ adj (of land) which is not 
used for growing crops for a time so that the 
soil can build up its strength again 
fallow deer /'fasbu dm/ noun a type of 
deer, slightly smaller than the red deer and 
with flat antlers 
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fall through 

(§> fall through /.foil 'Oru:/ verb not to take 
place as planned. Antonym go ahead 
<D false /foils/ adj 1. not true O The story he 
told was quite false. 2. not real □ false mod¬ 
esty the act of pretending to be modest, when 
really you are proud 

false alarm /foils o'laim/ noun a signal 
for an emergency when there isn’t one 
falsehood /'foilshud/ noun a lie; some¬ 
thing which is not true 

false start /foils 'stait/ noun a start of a 
race which is not allowed by the judge 
false teeth /foils 'tii0/ plural noun den¬ 
tures, artificial plastic teeth which fit inside 
the mouth and take the place of teeth which 
have been taken out 

falsification /.foilsifi'keiJXojn/ noun the 
act of falsifying something. Synonym fabri¬ 
cation. Antonym correction 
falsify /'foilsifai/ verb to change something 
to make it wrong or not real. Synonym 
fabricate 

falter /'foilto/ verb 1 . to almost stop mov¬ 
ing O The engine faltered and then stopped. 
O Progress in the talks faltered. 2. to speak 
nervously O She said ‘yes’ in a faltering 
voice. 

fame /feim/ noun the fact of being famous 
or well-known. Synonym renown. Antonym 
obscurity 

famed /feimd/ adj well-known. Synonym 
well-known. Antonym unknown 
<§> familiar /fo'milio/ adj 1. heard or seen 
before O The dog wagged its tail as it heard 
its master’s familiar voice at the door. O He 
looked round the room, and saw a couple of 
familiar faces. □ are you familiar with that 
type of engine? do you know that type of en¬ 
gine well? 2 . too informal or friendly in a 
way that suggests a lack of respect O Don’t 
try to get familiar with me! O She is getting 
too familiar with the customers. 
familiarise /fo'milioraiz/, familiarize 
verb □ to familiarise yourself with some¬ 
thing to get to know something well O Be¬ 
fore starting to work the machine, you will 
need to familiarise yourself with the control 
system. 

familiarity /f^.mili'aeriti/ noun 1. □ famil¬ 
iarity with someone or something a good 
knowledge of someone or something O His 
familiarity with London makes him an excel¬ 
lent guide. □ familiarity breeds contempt if 
you know something too well, you stop re¬ 
specting it 2. a veiy informal way of speak¬ 
ing to someone O The manager told him off 
for familiarity with the customers. 

<D family /'faem(9)li/ noun 1. a group of 
people who are related to each other, espe¬ 
cially mother, father and children O The 
Jones family are going on holiday to Spain. O 


They have a big family - three sons and two 
daughters. 2. a group of animals or plants 
which are closely related o Lions and tigers 
are members of the cat family. (NOTE: The 
plural is families. When family is used to 
mean a group of people it can take a singu¬ 
lar or plural verb: The family were out.) 

family doctor /,faem(3)li 'dokto/ noun a 
general doctor, especially one who looks af¬ 
ter all the members of a family 
family name /'faem(3)li neim/ noun the 
name of someone’s family, shared by all peo¬ 
ple in the family. Synonym surname 
family planning /,faem(3)li 'plaemr)/ 
noun the practice of controlling the number 
of children in a family by preventing un¬ 
wanted pregnancies 

family room /'faem(3)li ruim/ noun a ho¬ 
tel room for a family, with a main bed for the 
parents and small beds or bunk beds for the 
children 

family tree /,f2em(3)li 'trii/ noun a table 
showing a family going back over many gen¬ 
erations. Synonym ancestry 
famine /'faemin/ noun a very serious lack 
of food. Antonym abundance 
famished /'faemijt/ adj very hungry 
(D famous /'feimos/ adj known to a lot of 
people O a famous department store O He's a 
famous footballer. O This tea shop is famous 
for its cakes. Synonym well-known. Ant¬ 
onym unknown 

famously /'feimosli/ adv 1. as is 
well-known O Nelson is famously supposed 
to have put the telescope to his blind eye and 
said 7 see no signal. ’ 2. very well O They got 
on together famously. 

© fan /faen/ noun 1. a device for moving air 
to make things cooler O We put electric fans 
in the office to try to keep cool. 2. an enthusi¬ 
astic supporter of something or someone, e.g. 
a team or a band O There was a crowd of fans 
waiting for him outside the theatre. □ a Liv¬ 
erpool or Arsenal fan a supporter of Liver¬ 
pool or Arsenal football team ■ verb □ to fan 
yourself to make yourself cool by making 
the air move O He fanned himself with his 
programme. 

fanatic /fo'nartik/ noun a person who is ex¬ 
tremely enthusiastic about something 
fanatical /f3'n£etik(o)l/ adj very enthusias¬ 
tic about something 

fanaticism /fo'nastisizibjm/ noun the fact 
of being a fanatic. Synonym extremism. 
Antonym indifference 
fan belt /'foen belt/ noun a loop of rubber 
which turns a fan to cool the engine of a car 
fancier /'faensio/ noun a person who has an 
interest in a certain type of animal 
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fanciful /'faensif(o)l/ adj imaginative or un¬ 
likely. Synonym imaginary. Antonym 
prosaic 

fan club /'faen klAb/ noun an organised 
group of supporters of someone, e.g. a pop 
star or an actor 

® fancy /'faensi/ verb 1. to want to have 
something ( informal ) o I fancy an ice cream 
- anyone else want one? O Do you fancy 
sharing a taxi to the airport? □ I think she 
fancies you I think she is attracted to you ( in¬ 
formal) 2. to imagine or believe something O 
She fancied she saw a dark figure in the gar¬ 
den. ■ noun 1. imagination o The offer of a 
part in the film was just her fancy. 2. a desire 
□ it took his fancy he suddenly wanted it O 
The watch took her fancy, so she walked into 
the shop and bought it. ■ adj 1 . attractive or 
decorated o He wore a fancy waistcoat to the 
wedding. 2. □ to charge fancy prices to sell 
goods at high prices O I don’t want to pay the 
fancy prices they charge in London shops. ■ 
interj showing surprise o Fancy meeting you 
here! 

fancy dress /.faensi 'dres/ noun an un¬ 
usual costume worn to a party 
fancy dress party /.faensi 'dres ,pa:ti/ 
noun a party where the guests have to wear 
costumes 

fanfare /'fasnfeo/ noun a short piece of mu¬ 
sic, played especially on trumpets, when an 
important person arrives or a show starts 
fang /fasr)/ noun an animal’s long tooth 
fanlight /'fasnlait/ noun a small window 
over a door or over a larger window 
fan mail /'fasn meil/ noun admiring letters 
received by a a famous person such as a pop 
star 

fantasise /'faentosaiz/, fantasize verb to 
imagine. Synonym daydream 
® fantastic /fasn'tasstik/ adj 1. strange; 
like a dream O His stories are full offantastic 
creatures. 2. wonderful or amazing O A holi¬ 
day surfing in Australia - that’s fantastic! O 
It’s fantastic working in TV! 
fantasy /'fasntosi/ noun 1 . an invented 
story O Her story of meeting a rich man in 
Paris was pure fantasy. 2. something you 
hope for but which cannot come true o He’s 
living in a fantasy world - one day he ’ll wake 
up in the real world and it will be a shock. 
(NOTE: The plural is fantasies.) 
fanzine /'fasnziin/ noun a magazine for a 
fan club 

FAO abbr for the attention of 
FAQ abbr frequently asked questions 
(2) far /fa:/ adv 1. a certain distance away o 
The railway station lies not far from here. O 
How far away is Paris from London? O The 
road was blocked by cars as far as we could 
see. □ as far as I know or can tell I think, 


but I am not completely sure O As far as I 
know, the train is on time. O As far as I can 
tell, the engine is working normally. □ far 
out a long way away 2. a long time ago O As 
far back as 1995, he was making a lot of 
money. 3. much O It is far cheaper to go by 
bus than by train. O Restaurant food is far 
nicer than the food at college. ■ adj which is 
a long way away O The shop is at the far end 
of the High Street. Synonym distant. Ant¬ 
onym near (NOTE: far - farther or further 
/'faido, 'f3:do/ - farthest or furthest 
/'faidost, 'f3:dost/) 

faraway /,fa:r9'wei/ adj which is a long 
way away. Synonym distant 
farce /fa:s/ noun 1. a funny play based on 
silly situations O We went to see a 
19th-century French farce. 2. a silly situation 
O The meeting rapidly became a farce. 
farcical /'fa:sik(o)l/ adj silly. Synonym 
absurd 

® fare /feo/ noun 1. a price which you have 
to pay for a journey O Rail fares have been 
increased by 10%. O The tourist-class fare is 
much less than the first class one. O If you 
walk to work, you will save £5 a week on bus 
fares. □ children over 12 must pay the full 
fare children over 12 must pay the same 
price as adults 2. a passenger in a taxi O He 
picked up a fare at the station. 3. ( especially 
in publicity) food o ‘Good country fare' ■ 
verb to perform in a particular way ( formal) 
O How did he fare in his driving test? O We 
need to assess regularly how well our stu¬ 
dents are faring. Synonym do (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with fair.) 

Far East /fa:r 'i:st/ noun the countries to 
the east of Pakistan and India 
fare dodger /'feo ,dDd 3 o/ noun a person 
who travels on public transport without a 
ticket 

farewell /feo'wel/ interj, noun goodbye o 
It’s time to say farewell. □ to bid someone 
farewell to say goodbye to someone O He 
left without bidding us farewell. ■ adj at 
which you say goodbye O We gave a farewell 
party for our neighbours who were going to 
live in Canada. 

far-fetched /,fa: 'fetjt/ adj difficult to be¬ 
lieve. Synonym unbelievable. Antonym 
believable 

® farm /farm/ noun land used for growing 
crops and raising animals O He runs a pig 
farm. O We ’re going to work on a farm dur¬ 
ing the holidays. O You can buy eggs and 
vegetables at the farm shop. ■ verb to grow 
crops or raise animals on a farm O He farms 
250 acres in Devon. 

® farmer /'faimo/ noun a person who man¬ 
ages or owns a farm 

farmers’ market /'faimoz ,ma:kit/ noun 
a market where local farmers sell goods such 
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as fruit, vegetables and meat from their farms 
direct to the public 

farmhouse /'fa:mhaus/ noun the house 
where a farmer and his or her family live 
farming /'faimir)/ noun the work of man¬ 
aging a farm, e.g. growing crops or keeping 
animals for sale 

farmland /'faimlaend/ noun land which is 
used for growing crops or raising animals for 
food 

(D farm out /,faim 'aut/ verb 1. to hand 
over work to another person to do. Synonym 
delegate 2. to hand over a child for someone 
else to look after O The children were farmed 
out to their grandparents for a week. 
farmyard /'faimjaid/ noun an area around 
farm buildings, where tractors are sometimes 
kept 

<S> far off /.fair 'of/ adv 1. a long way away 
O We could see the house far off beside the 
lake. 2. □ not far off almost correct o You 
weren ’t far off in your estimate. 
far-off /'fair of/ adj which is a long way 
away. Synonym distant. Antonym nearby 
far-reaching /,fa: 'riitjig/ adj which has 
wide effects or results. Synonym extensive. 
Antonym limited 

far-sighted /.fai 'saitid/ adj 1. having the 
ability to make wise plans for the future O 
They were far-sighted enough to save money 
for their children’s tuition fees. 2. US unable 
to see clearly things that are a short distance 
away 

fart /fait/ ( vulgar) noun 1. the noise made 
when passing wind from the intestines 
through the anus 2. a stupid or foolish person 
O He said that the board was just a group of 
old farts. ■ verb to pass wind from the intes¬ 
tines through the anus □ to fart around to 
work badly and waste time ( informal ) o Stop 
farting around and come and help me move 
this crate. 

farther /'faido/ adv at or to a longer way 
away ■ adj which is a longer way away 
farthest /'faidost/ adv at or to the longest 
way away ■ adj which is the longest way 
away 

(D fascinate /'fassineit/ verb to interest 
someone or to charm someone greatly. Syn¬ 
onym captivate 

fascinated /'fcesineitid/ adj very inter¬ 
ested. Antonym uninterested 
(D fascinating /'faesineitig/ adj very inter¬ 
esting O A microscope gives you a fascinat¬ 
ing glimpse of life in a drop of water. O The 
book gives a fascinating description of Lon¬ 
don in the 1930s. O It was fascinating to hear 
her talk about her travels in India. Antonym 
repellent 

fascination /,fsesi'neij(3)n/ noun great 
interest or attraction 
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fascism /'faeJiz(o)m/ noun an extreme 
right-wing political movement 
fascist /'faejist/ adj referring to fascism o 
Fascist gangs tried to break up the demon¬ 
stration. O The military took power and set 
up a fascist dictatorship. ■ noun a person 
who supports fascism O when the fascists 
came to power 

(D fashion /'faeJ(o)n/ noun 1. the most ad¬ 
mired style at a particular moment O It was 
the fashion then to wear your hair very short. 
O She always follows the dictates of fashion. 
□ in fashion popular; following the current 
style O High heels are in fashion this year. □ 
out of fashion unpopular; not the current 
style O Red cars are out of fashion at the mo¬ 
ment. 2. a manner or way 3. □ after a fash¬ 
ion not very well o He can speak French 
after a fashion. ■ verb to make something o 
He fashioned a raft out of old boxes. Syn¬ 
onym shape 

fashionable /'fceJ(9)n3b(o)l/ adj in fash¬ 
ion O She lives in the fashionable West End 
of London. O It’s a fashionable restaurant for 
film stars and journalists. Synonym chic 
fashion show /'faej(9)n Jou/ noun a dis¬ 
play of new clothes by models 
fashion victim /'fceJ(o)n .viktim/ noun a 
person who follows the current fashion 
whether or not it suits him or her ( informal ) 

® fast /faist/ adj 1. quick o This is the fast 
train to London. O She was driving in the fast 
lane of the motorway. 2. (of a clock) to show 
a time which is later than the correct time O 
Your clock is fast. □ my watch is five min¬ 
utes fast my watch is showing a time which 
is five minutes later than it really is, e.g. 6.15 
instead of 6.10 3. tightly fixed □ fast colours 
colours in clothing which do not run when 
washed O You will have to wash this shirt by 
hand as the colour isn’t fast. ■ adv 1. 
quickly O Walk faster if you want to catch up 
with the children in front. O Don’t go so fast 

- you almost hit that man on the zebra cross¬ 
ing. 2. □ fast asleep sleeping so that it is dif¬ 
ficult to wake up o She must have been tired 

- she’s fast asleep already. 3. tight fixed O 
The window was stuck fast and I couldn’t 
open it. □ to make something fast to attach 
something tightly O We made the boat fast to 
the quay. ■ noun a period during which you 
stop eating for religious or health reasons O 
He started a 24-hour fast. ■ verb to eat noth¬ 
ing for religious or health reasons O Many 
people fast during Lent. O He fasted for a 
week. 

fasten /'fa:s(3)n/ verb to close or attach 
something tightly O Please fasten your 
seatbelts, o These shoes fasten with a buckle. 
fastener /'fais(3)no/ noun a device which 
fastens something such as a piece of clothing 
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fastening /'fa:s(3)niij/ noun a device 
which fastens something 
(D fast food /faist 'fud/ noun food which 
is prepared and served quickly 
fast-forward noun a button on a machine, 
e.g. a DVD player or a cassette recorder, 
which you press to make a disc or tape move 
forward quickly ■ verb to make something 
such as a DVD or a videotape move forward 
quickly 

fastidious /fae'stidios/ adj hard to please, 
careful about tidiness and cleanliness 
fast-track /,fa:st 'traek/ adj {of a process) 
which is faster than normal O They have 
started a fast-track application scheme. 

(i) fat /feet/ adj 1. having too much flesh or 
weighing too much O Two fat men got out of 
the little white car. O You ’ll have to eat less - 
you ’re getting too fat. O He’s fatter than me. 
2. thick O He pulled a fat wad of notes out of 
his pocket. 3. □ a fat lot of no amount {infor¬ 
mal) O He’s a fat lot of use on a farm - he 
can’t even drive a tractor! O She wrote com¬ 
plaining letters to the post office, but a 
fat lot of good it did her! (NOTE: fatter - 
fattest) ■ noun 1. a part of meat which is 
yellowish-white O If you don’t like the fat, 
cut it off. 2. fat obtained from plants, e.g. pea¬ 
nuts or sunflowers, which is used for cooking 
O Use vegetable fat. 

fatal /'feit(o)l/ adj 1. which causes death o 
There were three fatal accidents on this 
stretch of road last year. 2. which has bad re¬ 
sults O It is fatal to ask him to help with the 
cooking. 

fatalism /'feit(3)liz(9)m/ noun the belief 
that fate decides what happens to you and 
that you cannot change this 
fatality /fo'tceliti/ noun a death in an acci¬ 
dent (NOTE: The plural is fatalities.) 
fatally /'feit(9)li/ adv causing death 
fat cat /fast 'kaet/ noun a rich person {infor¬ 
mal) 

fate /feit/ noun 1. destiny; what is certain to 
happen to you O They met by chance in a bar 
in New Zealand, and got married - it must 
have been fate! □ to tempt fate to do some¬ 
thing which could have bad results O It’s 
tempting fate to ask him to look after your 
girlfriend while you are away. 2. what hap¬ 
pens to someone, especially in the end O The 
people of the country have the right to decide 
their own fate. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
fete.) 

fated /'feitid/ adj decided by fate 
fateful /'feitf(o)l/ adj important because of 
its serious results for the future 
(D father /'faido/ noun 1. a man who has a 
son or daughter O Ask your father if he will 
lend you his car. O She is coming to tea with 
her father and mother. 2. the title given to a 


priest O Father Thomas is our parish priest. 

■ verb to become the father of a child 

(D Father Christmas /.faido krismos/ 
noun a man in a long red coat, with a big 
white beard, who is supposed to bring pres¬ 
ents to children on Christmas Day. Also 
called Santa Claus 

father figure /'fends ,figo/ noun a man 
who helps and advises a younger person who 
is not his child 

fatherhood /'faidohud/ noun the fact of 
being a father 

father-in-law /'faidor in lo:/ noun the fa¬ 
ther of your wife or husband (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is fathers-in-law.) 

fatherland /'faidalaend/ noun 1. the coun¬ 
try which your family came from originally. 
Compare motherland. Synonym homeland 
2. □ the Fatherland Germany during World 
War II 

fatherly /'faidoli/ adj like a father 
fathom /'faedom/ noun a measure of depth 
of water, equal to 6 feet or 1.8 metres O The 
ship sank in fifty fathoms of water. ■ verb □ 
to fathom something or someone out to un¬ 
derstand something or someone mysterious 
O I can’t fathom him out. O They can’t 
fathom out how the car came to be in the 
river. 

fatigue /fo'tiig/ noun the fact of being tired 
O After a long day walking in the mountains, 
the group were showing signs of fatigue. ■ 
verb to tire someone out {formal) o If you 
are ill, any physical work is fatiguing. 
fatigues /fo'tiigz/ plural noun 1. cleaning 
duty in the army O He was put on fatigues 
because he had been rude to the officer. 2. 
loose clothing worn by soldiers for doing 
fatigues 

fatten /'faet(3)n/ verb to give animals more 
food to make them fat for slaughter. Ant¬ 
onym starve 

fattening /'faet(o)nir)/ adj which makes 
you fat 

fatten up /,faet(9)n 'Ap/ verb to give ani¬ 
mals more food to make them fat for slaugh¬ 
ter. Antonym starve 
(D fatter /'faeto/ 1 ) fat 
CD fattest /'faetost/ 0 fat 
fatty /'faeti/ adj (of food or tissue) which 
has a lot of fat in it O / don’t like fatty bacon. 
Synonym greasy (NOTE: fattier - fattiest.) 

■ noun a fat person (informal insult) o Come 
on, fatty - move up and let me sit down. 
(NOTE: The plural is fatties.) 

fatuous /'faetjuss/ adj silly and thoughtless 
® faucet /'fo:sit/ noun US a device with a 
knob which, when you twist it, lets liquid or 
gas come out (NOTE: The British term is 
tap.) 
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© fault /foilt/ noun 1. the fact of making a 
mistake; the fact of being to blame for some¬ 
thing going wrong O It isn’t my fault if 
there’s nothing in the fridge. O It’s all your 
fault - if you hadn’t stayed in bed all morn¬ 
ing we would be at the seaside by now. □ at 
fault having made a mistake O The shop is at 
fault if they sent you the wrong table. 2. □ to 
find fault with something to criticise some¬ 
thing; to find something wrong O She’s al¬ 
ways finding fault with my work. 3. the fact 
that something is not working properly O The 
invoice was wrong because of a computer 
fault. O The engineers are trying to mend an 
electrical fault. 4. a mistake in serving in ten¬ 
nis O He served two double faults. 5. the line 
of a crack in the earth’s crust along which 
movements can take place that lead to major 
earthquakes O San Francisco is built near the 
San Andreas Fault. ■ verb to find something 
wrong with someone or something O You 
can’t fault her work. Antonym praise 
faultless /'foiltlos/ adj perfect. Synonym 
flawless. Antonym imperfect 
© faulty /'foilti/ adj with mistakes; with 
something which does not work 
fauna /'foino/ noun wild animals, or all the 
wild animals of a specific area. Compare 
flora (NOTE: The plural is fauna.) 
faux pas /,fou 'pa:/ noun a piece of embar¬ 
rassing behaviour (literary). Synonym gaffe 
(I) favour /'feivo/ noun 1. a friendly act or 
an act of kindness O Can I ask a favour - will 
you look after my bike while I’m in the post 
office? □ to do someone a favour to do 
something to help someone O He won’t 
charge for it - he did it as a favour. O Will 
you do me a favour and look after my cat 
when I’m away? 2. approval or popularity O 
She tried to win the favour of the committee. 
□ out of favour disliked ■ verb 1 . to like or 
prefer something O The managers favour 
moving to a bigger office. 2. to make things 
easier for someone O The conditions favour 
Australian bowlers. (NOTE: [all senses] The 
US spelling is favor.) 

favourable /'feiv(o)r3b(9)l/ adj good 
(NOTE: The US spelling is favorable.) 
favourably /'feivrobli/ adv well (note: 
The US spelling is favorably.) 

favoured /'feivod/ adj which is preferred 
(NOTE: The US spelling is favored.) 

© favourite /'feiv(o)rot/ adj which you 
like best O Which is your favourite TV 
programme? ■ noun 1. the thing or person 
which you like best O Which ice cream is 
your favourite? O This chocolate is a favour¬ 
ite with the children. 2. a person or an animal 
that most people think is likely to win O He’s 
the favourite to win the election. O That 
horse is the favourite in the three o’clock 
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race. (NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is 

favorite.) 

favouritism / l feiv(o)r3tiz(9)m/ noun the 
practice of showing support for one group or 
one person at the expense of others (NOTE: 
The US spelling is favoritism.) 
fawn Ifoin/ noun 1. a young deer o a 
female deer with two little fawns 2. a 
brownish-cream colour O They painted the 
kitchen a pale fawn. ■ adj of a brownish- 
cream colour O She was wearing a fawn coat 
and dark gloves. ■ verb □ to fawn on some¬ 
one to try to get someone’s favour by doing 
everything he or she wants O I can’t stand all 
these young people fawning on him all the 
time. Synonym flatter 

© fax /fasks/ noun a copy of a document or 
picture sent by telephone O Post it to me, or 
send a fax. O Can you confirm the booking by 
fax? ■ verb to send a document or picture by 
telephone O I will fax the design to you or I 
will fax you the design as soon as it is ready. 
fax machine /'faeks mojiin/ noun a ma¬ 
chine attached to the telephone line which 
sends faxes 

faze /feiz/ verb to surprise or shock some¬ 
one. Synonym fluster 
FDA abbr Food and Drug Administration 
(D fear /fio/ noun 1. the feeling of being 
afraid O Fear of the dark is common in small 
children. O She has no fear of heights. 2. □ 
no fear! certainly not! (informal ) o Go on, 
stroke that tiger! - No fear! ■ verb 1 . to be 
afraid of something O What do you fear 
most? 2. to be afraid that something bad will 
happen O When the little girl had not come 
back home three days later, everyone began 
to fear the worst. □ to fear for something or 
someone to worry that something might hap¬ 
pen O Most parents fear for their children’s 
safety. 

fearful /'fi9f(o)l/ adj 1. □ fearful of afraid 
of ( formal ) 2. terrible 

fearless /'fiolos/ adj with no feeling of 
fear. Synonym courageous. Antonym 
cowardly 

fearsome /'fi9s(3)m/ adj frightening 
(literary) 

feasibility /.fhzo'biliti/ noun the ability to 
be done. Antonym impossibility □ to carry 
out a feasibility study to study details such 
as costs to see if a project should be started o 
The department has produced a feasibility 
report on the proposed town centre develop¬ 
ment scheme. 

feasible /'fi:zib(o)l/ adj which can be done 
feast /first/ noun 1. a special religious day 
O Today is the Feast of St Nicholas. 2. a very 
large meal O That wasn’t an ordinary meal - 
it was a feast! ■ verb to eat expensive food 
or a very large meal O You should be 
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ashamed of yourself - feasting like that when 
there are so many starving children in the 
world. Antonym fast 

feat /fi:t/ noun an unusually difficult act. 
Synonym achievement □ no mean feat a 

great achievement O Getting the job done in 
record time was no mean feat. 

® feather /'feds/ noun one of many light 
soft parts which cover a bird’s body □ as 
light as a feather very light 
featherweight /'fedoweit/ noun a weight 
in boxing between bantamweight and 
lightweight 

feathery /'fedori/ adj light and delicate like 
a feather 

® feature /'fi:t Jo/ noun 1. a part of the face 
such as the nose or mouth O His distinctive 
features mean that we should find him quite 
quickly. 2. an important part or aspect O The 
main feature of the castle is its huge tower. O 
Fjords are a feature of the coastline of Nor¬ 
way. 3. an important story in a TV news 
programme O Did you see the feature on St 
Petersburg? 4. an important article on a spe¬ 
cial subject in a newspaper O a feature on nu¬ 
clear power ■ verb 1. to have someone as the 
main performer of a film, a TV programme 
or a play O The film featured Charlie Chaplin 
as the tramp. O The circus features Russian 
clowns. 2. to show as the most important 
item O The tour features a visit to the Valley 
of the Kings. O The next programme will fea¬ 
ture a discussion between environmental ex¬ 
perts. 3. to appear as the main actor in, or as 
the subject of a film or a TV programme O 
She has featured in many TV series. 
feature film /'fiitjo film/ noun a 
full-length film 

(D February /'februori/ noun the second 
month of the year, between January and 
March O My birthday is in February. O He 
died on February 17th. O We are moving to 
new offices next February. (NOTE: February 
17th: say ‘the seventeenth of February’ or 
‘February the seventeenth’, or in US Eng¬ 
lish ‘February seventeenth’.) 
feckless /'feklos/ adj having no determina¬ 
tion or strength of character 
fecund /'fekond/ adj lively and full of 
ideas ( formal) 

® fed /fed/ C> feed 

® federal /'fed(o)rol/ adj 1. referring to the 
central government of the United States O 
Most federal offices are in Washington. O 
Federal law is more important than state 
law. 2. referring to a system where a group of 
provinces or states exist under a central gov¬ 
ernment O the former Federal Republic of 
Germany 

federalism /'fed(o)roliz(o)m/ noun a type 
of government in which the state is a group 
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of provinces or states with a central 
government 

federalist /'federalist/ noun referring to 
federalism 

federate /'fedoreit/ verb to join provinces 
or states together to form a federation 
federation /,feda'reij(a)n/ noun a group 
of states or organisations which have joined 
together 

® fed up /.fed '\pf adj ( informal) bored □ 
fed up with unhappy because you have had 
enough of something O I’m fed up with 
watching the TV every evening, why can’t we 
go out for a change? O She went back to 
school last Tuesday and she’s already fed up. 
Antonym happy 

® fee /fi:/ noun money paid to someone 
such as a doctor or lawyer for work done o 
Private school fees are very high. O The law¬ 
yer ’s fee for two days ’ work was more than I 
earn in a month! 

feeble /'fi:b(a)l/ adj weak (note: feebler - 
feeblest) 

feebly /'fiibli/ adv weakly 
(J) feed /fi:d/ verb 1 . to give food to a person 
or an animal O Let’s go to the park and feed 
the ducks. O How can you feed your family 
when you haven’t any money? 2. to eat O The 
lambs are feeding. 3. □ to feed something 
into a machine to put something into a ma¬ 
chine again and again O He fed the paper into 
the printer. O The grain is fed into the mill 
through a hopper. (NOTE: feeding - fed) ■ 
noun 1 . food given to animals o a bag of cat¬ 
tle feed 2. a meal, especially given to a baby 
or animal O The poor little thing - she’s cry¬ 
ing because she needs a feed. 3. a means of 
putting material into a machine 
(D feedback /'fiidbaek/ noun 1. informa¬ 
tion or comments about something which has 
been done O I don’t know what the sales are 
like because we haven’t had any feedback 
from our sales people. 2. the return of a sig¬ 
nal in an electronic circuit, causing a 
high-pitched noise 

feeder /'fiido/ noun 1 . a container for farm 
animals’ food O Put the grain in the feeder 
for the pigs. 2. a baby’s bib (dated) 
feed on /'fi:d Dn/ verb 1. to eat something 
O Sheep feed on grass. 2. to grow because of 
an influence O The scandal just feeds on 
rumour. 

feedstuff /'fiidstAf/ noun food for farm 
animals 

(D feel /fill/ verb 1. to touch something, usu¬ 
ally with your fingers O Feel how soft the bed 
is. 2. to seem soft, cold, etc., when touched o 
The bed feels hard. O The stone floor felt 
cold. 3. to sense something with your body or 
mind O Did you feel the table move? O I felt 
the lift go down suddenly. O Do you feel 
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warmer now that you’ve had a cup of tea? O 
They felt happy when they saw that all was 
well. O By twelve o’clock she was feeling 
hungry. 4. □ not to feel yourself not to feel 
very well O She’s not coming to the office, 
she’s not feeling herself today. 5. to think 
something O He feels it would be wrong to 
leave the children alone in the house. O The 
police felt that the accident was due to fog. 
(NOTE: feeling - felt /felt/ - has felt) ■ 
noun how something seems when touched o 
Velvet has a soft feel. O the rough feel of the 
wooden floor O to feel your way 1. to try to 
find the way forward in the dark by putting 
out your hands O When the lights went out we 
had to feel our way out of the cinema. 2. to 
act slowly and carefully until you have more 
experience O He hasn’t made any decisions 
yet - he’s still feeling his way. 

(§> feel for /'fill foil verb to be sympathetic 
towards someone 

feel-good /'fill gud/ adj causing people to 
feel happy 

feelgood factor /'fiilgud .faskto/ noun a 
general feeling that everything is going well 
( informal) 

CS) feeling /'fiilig/ noun 1. something which 
you feel O I had a feeling that this strange 
man knew who I was. O I didn’t want to hurt 
her feelings. 2. the ability to sense something 
by touching O My hands were so cold that I 
lost all feeling in my fingers. 

(D feel up to /,fi:l 'ap tu:/ verb to be strong 
enough to do something 
<S> feet /fi:t/ c> foot 

feign /fern/ verb to pretend to feel an emo¬ 
tion. Synonym pretend 
feisty /'faisti/ adj energetic and brave (in¬ 
formal). Synonym lively. Antonym feeble 
feline adj 1. of the cat family 2. like a cat ■ 
noun an animal belonging to the cat family 
(D fell /fel/ verb to cut down a tree, t fall. 
Synonym cut down 

fella /'feta/ noun another spelling of fellow 
( informal ) 

(D fellow /'fetau/ noun 1. a man o A young 
fellow came up to me and asked me the time. 
O Who’s that fellow with a beard? 2. a per¬ 
son who belongs to the same group O I was 
OK on the boat, but several of my fellow pas¬ 
sengers were sick. 3. a member of a college 
at Oxford or Cambridge University or of a re¬ 
search institute or academic society O He’s a 
fellow of Pembroke College, Oxford. 

(D fellowship /'fetaufip/ noun 1 . a friendly 
feeling O He developed a feeling of fellow¬ 
ship with the other hostages. (NOTE: no plu¬ 
ral in this meaning) 2. a grant to continue 
studying O She has a fellowship to research 
into the causes of skin cancer. 3. the position 
of fellow at Oxford or Cambridge University 
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O He got a first, and was immediately offered 
a fellowship. 

fellow-sufferer /.fetau 'sAforo/ noun a 
person who suffers from the same thing as 
you 

felony /'fetani/ noun a serious crime (old) 
(NOTE: The plural is felonies.) 

<S> felt /felt/ noun a thick material made of 
wool fibres pressed together ■ verb 0 feel 
felt-tip /'felt tip/ noun 1. the tip of a pen 
which is made from felt 2. a pen which has a 
tip made from felt 

(D female /'fi:meil/ adj 1. referring to 
women or girls O a female athlete 2. refer¬ 
ring to the sex of an animal, insect or bird 
which gives birth to young or lays eggs O a 
female kitten 3. referring to a flower which 
produces seeds ■ noun 1. a woman or girl o 
Three females went into the bar. 2. an ani¬ 
mal, insect or bird which gives birth to young 
or lays eggs O The female of the species is 
larger than the male. Antonym male 
<D feminine /'feminin/ adj 1. like a 
woman or suitable for a woman O Her 
long white silk dress was very feminine. 2. (in 
grammar) referring to words which have 
a particular form or behave in a different 
way, to show the female gender O ‘Actress ’ 
is the feminine form of ‘actor’. O Is the 
French word for ‘table’ masculine or femi¬ 
nine? Antonym masculine 
femininity /,femi'niniti/ noun female 
qualities. Antonym masculinity 
feminism /'femimz(3)m/ noun the fact of 
being a feminist 

feminist /'feminist/ noun a person who 
supports the right of women to equal status 
with men 

femur /'fiimo/ noun the thigh bone, the 
long bone which goes from the hip to the 
knee (NOTE: The plural is femurs or femora 
/'femora/.) 

fen /fen/ noun a large area of marsh. Syn¬ 
onym marsh 

(§> fence /fens/ noun 1. a barrier of wood or 
wire, used to keep people or animals in or out 
of a place O The fence was blown down. O 
The boys looked through the hole in the 
fence. O The builders put up a fence round 
the construction site. □ to sit on the fence to 
avoid giving a definite answer to a question 
or giving support to one particular side O He 
never takes sides - he just sits on the fence. 2. 
a person who takes stolen goods to sell them 
(informal) ■ verb 1. to put a fence round 
something O The police fenced off the acci¬ 
dent site. 2. to fight with swords as a sport 
fencing /'fensig/ noun 1. material which 
makes a fence O The crowd surged forward 
and flattened the fencing around the football 
ground. 2. the sport of fighting with swords 
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O Fencing is one of the sports in the 
pentathlon. 

fend /fend/ verb □ to fend for yourself to 
look after yourself O We went to Spain and 
left the children to fend for themselves. 

® fender /'fendo/ noun 1. something such 
as a rope mat or rubber tyre hung against the 
side of a boat to protect it from bumps O The 
fender scraped along the side of the quay. 2. 
a low guard around a fireplace to stop coal or 
wood falling out into the room O She sat by 
the fender, poking the fire. 3. US a guard 
over the wheels of a car or bicycle, to prevent 
mud splashing O She ran into a tree and bent 
a fender. (NOTE: The British term is a wing 
for a car and a mudguard for a bicycle.) 
fend off /,fend 'of/ verb to push someone 
away O He spent the morning fending off 
newspaper reporters. 

feng shui /,f aq 'J\vei/ noun a way of ar¬ 
ranging buildings and the furniture in them to 
bring happiness and good luck, according to 
the principles of a Chinese system based on 
energy flow 

fennel /'fenl/ noun a herb with a smell like 
aniseed 

feral /'feral/ adj {of an animal) which has 
become wild again, after once being tame 
( formal) 

ferment noun /'f3:ment/ a disturbance or 
upset O The university was in a ferment. Syn¬ 
onym uproar ■ verb /fa'ment/ to change 
into alcohol by the effect of yeast on sugar O 
Cider has to ferment for at least ten weeks 
before it is ready to drink. 
fermentation /.fsimen'teiJXojn/ noun a 
chemical change brought about in liquids, 
usually leading to the production of alcohol 
fermented /fa'mentid/ adj which has been 
changed to alcohol 

fern /f3 :n/ noun a green plant with feathery 
leaves which does not have flowers or seeds 
ferocious /fo'roufos/ adj fierce and angry 
ferocity /fo'rDSiti/ noun the fact of being 
fierce 

ferret /'ferit/ noun a small animal similar to 
a weasel, which is half-tamed and used to 
drive rabbits or rats from holes O As boys we 
used to go rat-catching with ferrets. ■ verb 
to look for something O The police spent two 
hours ferreting around the office. Synonym 
hunt □ to ferret something out to find 
something out by thorough searching O He 
ferreted out some surprising facts about the 
murderer’s family. 

Ferris wheel /'feris will/ noun a large 
vertical wheel in a funfair, with seats hanging 
from it 

ferrous /'feros/ adj containing iron 
® ferry /'feri/ noun a boat which carries 
cars and trucks or people to and fro across a 


stretch of water O We are going to take the 
night ferry to Belgium. O There’s a ferry 
across the Rhine here. (NOTE: The plural is 
ferries.) ■ verb to take someone or some¬ 
thing across by boat O Small boats ferried the 
refugees across the lake. Synonym 
transport 

ferryboat /'feribout/ noun a ferry 
fertile /'f3:tail/ adj 1. rich enough to pro¬ 
duce crops O The farm has rich black fertile 
soil. 2. {of a female or an egg) able to pro¬ 
duce young O The zoo hopes the female 
panda is fertile, so that she can have cubs. O 
The eagle laid several eggs but only two were 
fertile. 3. which produces ideas □ he has a 
fertile imagination he imagines things very 
easily. Antonym sterile, infertile 
fertilisation /,f3:tilai'zeij(3)n/, fertiliza¬ 
tion noun the act of joining male and female 
cells together 

fertilise /'fsitolaiz/, fertilize verb 1. to 
spread fertiliser on land O The soil is poor 
and needs to be heavily fertilised. 2. to join 
male and female cells together, so that a new 
animal or plant will be made O The sheep 
was fertilised in the laboratory. 

® fertiliser /'fsitolaizo/, fertilizer noun a 
chemical or organic material spread over the 
soil to make it richer and more able to pro¬ 
duce crops 

® fertility /f3:'tiliti/ noun the fact of being 
fertile, or of being able to produce crops or 
young. Antonym sterility 
fervour /'f3:vo/ noun a strong enthusiasm 
(NOTE: The US spelling is fervor.) 
fester /'festo/ verb 1. {of a wound) to be¬ 
come infected O His legs were covered with 
festering sores. 2. to become worse and more 
bitter O The resentment of the staff continued 
to fester. 

® festival /'festival/ noun 1. a religious 
celebration which comes at the same time 
each year and usually is a public holiday O 
The tour will visit Hong Kong for the Lantern 
Festival. 2. an artistic celebration or enter¬ 
tainment which is put on at regular intervals 
O We saw some excellent plays at the Edin¬ 
burgh Festival this year. 
festive /'festiv/ adj referring to a celebra¬ 
tion □ the festive season the period of 
Christmas and the New Year 
festivity /fe'stiviti/ noun a celebration 
(NOTE: The plural is festivities.) 
festoon /fe'stuin/ noun a long chain of 
hanging decorations O Girls put festoons of 
flowers round the necks of the visitors. Syn¬ 
onym garland ■ verb to hang a place with 
decorations O The streets were festooned 
with banners. 

® fetch /fetJV verb 1. to go and bring some¬ 
one or something O It’s your turn to fetch the 
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children from school. O Can you fetch me the 
atlas? 2. to be sold for a certain price O That 
car won’t fetch more than £200. O These 
CDs fetch very high prices on the black 
market. 

fetish /'fetiJV noun 1. an object which is 
believed by some people to be magic 2. a 
strong sexual interest in a certain object or 
material O a rubber fetish 3. a very strong in¬ 
terest in or liking for something 
fetlock /'fetlDk/ noun the wide part of a 
horse’s leg 

feud /f ju:d/ noun a bitter quarrel o I don’t 
want to get involved in their family feud. 
Synonym dispute. Antonym friendship ■ 
verb to quarrel bitterly all the time O The sis¬ 
ters are feuding over their father’s will. Syn¬ 
onym fight 

feudal /'fjuidl/ adj referring to the feudal 
system. Antonym modern 
feudal system /'fjuidol 'sistom/, feudal¬ 
ism /'fju:doliz(3)m/ noun a medieval sys¬ 
tem by which land was granted by a king to 
his nobles and by the nobles to the peasants, 
on condition that each paid a service to his 
superior and fought for him 
fever /'fiivo/ noun 1. a state when the 
body’s temperature is higher than normal O 
You must stay in bed until the fever goes 
down. 2. an excited state O The crowd waited 
in a fever of anticipation. □ at fever pitch in 
a great state of excitement O The crowd 
waited at fever pitch for the band to arrive. 
fevered /'fiivod/ adj 1. suffering from fe¬ 
ver O The nurse wiped his fevered brow. 2. 
overactive O The book is the product of a fe¬ 
vered imagination. 

feverish /'fiivorij/ adj 1. suffering from 
fever o He felt feverish and took an aspirin. 
2. nervously quick or excited O In a burst of 
feverish activity he finally finished writing 
the book on time. 

CD few /fju:/ adj, noun 1. not many o She 
has very few friends at work. O We go to 
fewer concerts than last year. O I wonder 
why few of the staff stay with us more than six 
months. □ few and far between not very fre¬ 
quent O Trains are few and far between on 
Sundays. 2. □ a few some, not very many O / 
only took a few photographs because it 
rained all the time. O I’ll call you in a few 
minutes. O A few of the wedding guests were 
sitting playing cards. □ quite a few several, 
or many O Quite a few people on the boat 
were sick. 

fiance /fi'onsei/, fiancee noun a man or 
woman who is engaged to be married O Her 
fiance is a French lawyer. O He brought his 
fiancee to the party. 

fiasco /fi'aeskou/ noun a total failure 
(NOTE: The plural is fiascos.) 


fib /fib/ ( informal ) noun a lie about some¬ 
thing unimportant O That was a little fib, 
wasn ’t it? ■ verb to tell a lie about something 
unimportant O Fibbing frantically, he said he 
had been to see the doctor. (NOTE: fibbing - 
fibbed) 

fibre /'faibo/ noun 1 . a small thread of ma¬ 
terial O From the pieces of fibre left at the 
scene of the murder, the police could work 
out what the murderer had been wearing. 2. 
thin threads in food, which cannot be di¬ 
gested □ to eat a high-fibre diet to have a 
diet which contains a large amount of cereals, 
nuts, fruit and vegetables (NOTE: [all senses] 
The US spelling is fiber.) 
fibreglass /'faiboglais/ noun 1. a material 
made from glass fibres, used to make boats 
and car bodies O He’s bought a new fibre- 
glass boat. 2. glass fibre wool used to pre¬ 
vent heat escaping from a room or building O 
They pack layers of fibreglass under the roof. 
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is fiber¬ 
glass.) 

fibre optics /.faibo 'optiks/ noun the use 
of fine threads of glass or plastic for carrying 
light signals and data (NOTE: takes a singu¬ 
lar verb) 

fibrous /'faibros/ adj made of fibres 
fibula /'fibjulo/ noun the thin bone behind 
the tibia, between the knee and the ankle 
fickle /'fik(o)l/ adj likely to change often; 
not steady. Synonym inconsistent 
fiction /'fikjon/ noun 1. novels O fiction 
writers such as Graham Greene O To find the 
latest novels you must look in the fiction sec¬ 
tion of the library. 2. a story that is not true O 
His account of the accident was pure fiction. 
(NOTE: no plural) 

fictional /'fikJon(9)l/ adj 1. (of a charac¬ 
ter) who exists in fiction O Mr Pickwick, Sam 
Weller and other fictional characters from 
Dickens may have been based on real people. 
2. written as a novel O The book is a fictional 
account of a real murder. 
fictitious /fik'tijos/ adj not true or not real. 
Synonym untrue. Antonym factual 
(D fiddle /'fid(o)l/ verb 1. □ to fiddle with 
something to play idly with something o She 
was fiddling with her bracelet during the 
whole interview. O He fiddled with the radio 
and managed to get it to work. 2. to play the 
fiddle O He was fiddling away at an Irish 
dance. 3. to keep information about money in 
a dishonest way O The company caught him 
fiddling his expense account. O She tried to 
fiddle her tax return. ■ noun 1 . a violin O He 
plays the fiddle at country dances. □ fit as a 
fiddle very fit O He’s over eighty and still as 
fit as a fiddle. □ to play second fiddle to 
someone to be in a weaker position than 
someone else O He always plays second fid¬ 
dle to his wife. 2. dishonest or illegal dealings 
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(informal) o The whole thing's a fiddle to get 
money from the EU. □ on the fiddle trying to 
make money illegally 

fiddlesticks /'fid(a)lstiks/ noun nonsense 
(old) 

fiddly /'fidli/ adj small and awkward to use 
( informal) 

fidelity /fi'deliti/ noun 1. the fact of being 
faithful O He was rewarded for his fidelity to 
the president. 2. the quality of the sound pro¬ 
duced by an electronic machine such as a CD 
player O a high fidelity CD player (NOTE: no 
plural) 

fidget /'fid 3 it/ verb to move all the time O 
After an hour he started to fidget in his seat. 
o Sit still and stop fidgeting! ■ noun □ the 
fidgets moving all the time; not being able to 
stay still ( informal) o The children got the 
fidgets after sitting still for a few moments. 

(2) field /fiild/ noun 1. a piece of ground on a 
farm, with a fence or hedge round it O a field 
of potatoes O The sheep are in the field. 2. a 
piece of ground for playing a game O a 
football field O The two teams ran onto the 
field. 3. a special area of interest or study O 
What’s your field? O His field is English lan¬ 
guage teaching. 4. a fighting area in a war O 
These young soldiers have no experience of 
combat in the field. ■ verb 1. to send out a 
team to play or to take part in talks O Eng¬ 
land are fielding their strongest side for some 
years. O The union fielded a strong negotiat¬ 
ing team. 2. □ to field questions to deal with 
questions O He fielded questions from the 
journalists about his private life. 
field day /'fiild dei/ noun a busy and excit¬ 
ing time 

fielder /'fiildo/ noun a member of a cricket 
side which is not batting 
field event /'fiild i.vent/ noun a sport in¬ 
volving throwing or jumping, e.g. the high 
jump or the javelin 

field glasses /'fiild ,glaisiz/ plural noun 
same as binoculars (NOTE: field glasses 

has no singular. If you want to indicate one 
item, say ‘a pair of field glasses’.) 
field hockey /'fiild ,hoki/ noun US a team 
game played on grass, in which you try to hit 
a small ball into a goal with a curved stick 
(NOTE: simply called hockey in British 
English) 

field marshal /.fiild 'maiJ(o)l/ noun an 
officer of the highest rank in the army (NOTE: 
can be used as a title with a name: Field 
Marshal Haig) 

f ieldmouse /'fiildmaus/ noun a small type 
of country mouse with a long tail (NOTE: The 

plural is fieldmice.) 

field of vision /.fiild ov 'vi 3 (o)n/ noun an 
area which you can see over clearly 


field sports /'fiild spoits/ plural noun out¬ 
door sports such as hunting and fishing 
field test /'fiild test/ noun a test of a new 
piece of equipment in a real environment 
field trip /'fiild trip/ noun a trip taken in 
order to study a subject 
fieldwork /'fiildw3ik/ noun the practice of 
doing some work in a real environment as 
part of a course of study 
fiend /fiind/ noun 1. an evil person O the 
fiend who attacked the old lady 2. a person 
who is very enthusiastic about something O 
He’s a car fiend. O She’s a health-food fiend. 
fiendish /'fiindijv adj 1. very unpleasant 2. 
very difficult O You have to pass a fiendish 
exam to become an accountant. 
fiendishly /'fiindijli/ adv terribly; very 
fierce /fios/ adj 1 . very angry and likely to 
attack O Watch out - that dog looks fierce. 2. 
violent or intense O A fierce storm broke out 
as they were leaving the harbour. O The 
mountains were the scene of fierce fighting. 
O He got into a fierce argument about work¬ 
ing conditions. 

fiercely /'fiosli/ adv 1. strongly o She is 
fiercely independent. 2. violently O The shop 
was blazing fiercely when the fire brigade ar¬ 
rived. O The storm blew fiercely during the 
night. 

fiery /'faiori/ adj 1. burning o a fiery char¬ 
iot 2. fierce or angry O She has a fiery 
temper. 

fiesta /fi'esto/ noun a Spanish festival 
(J) fifteen /,fif'tiin/ noun 1. the number 15 
O There are fifteen players in a rugby side. O 
She’s fifteen (years old). O Come and see me 
in fifteen minutes. O The train leaves at nine 
fifteen (9.15). □ the fifteen hundreds (the 
1500s) the years from 1500 to 1599 2. a 
group of fifteen people forming a rugby team 
O the England XV (NOTE: usually written XV 
in this meaning: the England XV, say ‘the 
England fifteen’) 

15 /.fif'tiin/ noun a classification of films 
considered not suitable for people under 15 
unless they are with an adult 
® fifteenth /fif'tiinO/ adj, noun referring to 
15 O the fifteenth of July or July the fifteenth 
(July 15th) O That’s the fifteenth phone call 
I’ve made this morning. O It will be her fif¬ 
teenth birthday next week. □ the fifteenth 
century the years from 1400 to 1499 
(D fifth /fif0/ adj referring to 5 o the fifth of 
May or May the fifth (May 5th) O It’s his fifth 
birthday tomorrow. ■ noun one part of five 
equal parts 

Fifth Amendment /,fif0 o'mendmont/ 
noun the part of the US constitution which 
allows someone not to give evidence which 
might be used against themselves 
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® fiftieth /'fiftiaG/ noun one of fifty equal 
parts of something 

(D fifty /'fifti/ noun the number 50 O My 
mother made fifty pots of jam. O He ’s fifty 
(years old). □ she’s in her fifties she’s be¬ 
tween 50 and 59 years old □ the (nineteen-) 
fifties (1950s) the period from 1950 to 1959 
fifty-fifty / ,fifti 'fifti/ adj, adv divided into 
two equal amounts □ to go fifty-fifty with 
each paying half of the cost O We’ll go 
fifty-fifty on the hill. 

fig /fig/ noun 1 . same as fig tree 2. the juicy 
sweet fruit of the fig tree O We sat under the 
tree and ate figs and goat’s cheese. 

(J) fight /fait/ noun 1. a struggle against 
someone or something O He got into a fight 
with boys who were bigger than him. O 
Fights broke out between the demonstrators 
and the police. □ to pick a fight with some¬ 
one to start a fight with someone 2. a boxing 
match O The fight only lasted three rounds. ■ 
verb 1 . to struggle against someone or some¬ 
thing using force O The two boys were fight¬ 
ing over a comic. O Rival gangs fought in the 
street. O We are committed to fighting crime. 
O Doctors are fighting to control the disease. 
2. □ to fight for something to struggle in de¬ 
fence of something O They are fighting for 
the right to vote. (NOTE: fighting - fought 
/fo:t/) 

(3) fighter /'faits/ noun 1. a person who 
fights O The referee stopped the fight when 
one of the fighters had a cut eye. 2. a person 
who is strong O She’s a real fighter — she ’ll 
pull through this illness. 3. a fast attacking 
aircraft O Two fighters went up to attack the 
enemy bombers. 

fighting /'faitig/ noun the action of strug¬ 
gling. Synonym combat 
fight off / ,fait 'Df/ verb to get rid of an at¬ 
tacker or an illness 

figment /'figmont/ noun □ a figment of 
someone’s imagination something which a 
person has imagined but which is not real 
fig tree /'fig tri:/ noun a fruit tree which 
grows in warm countries 
figurative /'figorotiv/ adj 1. (of art) which 
shows something as it really is O He’s a 
well-known figurative artist. Antonym ab¬ 
stract 2. which is not the literal meaning of a 
word O Calling him a ‘lump of jelly ’ was a 
figurative use of the phrase. O You didn’t 
mean that literally, did you? — No, I was 
speaking in a figurative sense. 

(D figure /'figs/ noun 1. a written number, 
e.g. 35 O I can't read the figure on the order 
- is it 250? O He added up the figures on the 
bill. O Cheques have to be made out in both 
words and figures. 2. a geometric shape such 
as a triangle or a circle O A six-sided figure is 
a hexagon. 3. the drawing in a book O See 
figure 2 on page 23. 4. the shape of a person 


O We could see some figures through the 
mist. O the figures in the foreground of the 
painting 5. the attractive shape of a person’s 
body, especially a woman’s O She still has a 
great figure. 6. an important person O He’s a 
leading figure in the opposition movement. 7. 
a pattern of movement in skating or dancing 
■ verb 1. US □ to figure something out to 
try to think of an answer or to understand 
something O Try to figure out the answer 
yourself, instead of asking someone else. 2. 
especially US to consider or think something 
O Ifigure the costs will be high. O We figured 
you ’d be late because of the show. O Had you 
figured on being there before two o ’clock? □ 
that figures that makes sense ( informal) 3. to 
appear in something, e.g. a novel or a paint¬ 
ing O Fair-haired girls figure in many of his 
paintings. 

figurehead /'figshed/ noun 1. a piece of 
wood cut into the shape of a person and fixed 
on the front of an old ship O The museum has 
a collection of 19th century figureheads. 2. a 
person who seems important but who has no 
real power O The President is just a figure¬ 
head; the Minister of the Interior has the real 
power. 

figure of speech /.figor ov 'spiitj/ noun 
a figurative expression 

figure skating /'figs .skeitir)/ noun inter¬ 
national competitions for men and women in¬ 
volving solo skating and skating in pairs to 
music 

filament /'filomont/ noun a thin wire 
® file /fail/ noun 1. a metal tool used for 
making rough surfaces smooth O Use a file to 
round off the edges of the metal, t nail file 2. 
a container similar to an envelope, used for 
keeping documents in O When you have fin¬ 
ished with the papers, put them back in the 
file. O The police have a file on him. 3. a sec¬ 
tion of data on a computer O Type the name 
of the file and then press ENTER. 4. a line of 
people □ in single file one behind the other o 
The children entered the hall in single file. ■ 
verb 1. to smooth a surface with a file o File 
down the rough edges. 2. to put papers away 
in a file O File that letter under SALES. 3. to 
walk in a line O They filed past the place 
where the boy had been shot. 4. to make an 
official request O He filed for divorce. O She 
filed a petition in bankruptcy. 
file extension /'fail ik.stenjon/ noun the 
second part of a computer file name,e.g. 
‘.doc’, which shows what type of file it is. 
filename /'failneim/ noun the name given 
to a computer file 

file server /'fail ,s3iv9/ noun a computer 
connected to a network, providing informa¬ 
tion which people using other computers on 
the same network can use 
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filibuster /'filibASto/ noun an attempt to 
prevent a law being passed by speaking for a 
very long time in the debate 
filigree /'filigri:/ noun a pattern made with 
very thin pieces of metals such as gold or sil¬ 
ver and used, e.g., in jewellery 
filing /'failig/ noun 1. the action of putting 
documents away in the right place O Filing 
invoices is a job I detest. 2. documents which 
have to be put in order O There is a lot of fil¬ 
ing waiting to be done at the end of the week. 
filing cabinet /'failig .kaebinot/ noun a 
piece of office furniture; a tall box with 
drawers for putting files in 
filings /'failigz/ plural noun small pieces of 
metal removed by using a file O You can 
demonstrate magnetic fields with iron filings 
and a magnet. 

filing system /'failirj .sistom/ noun a 
way of putting documents in order for easy 
reference 

Filipino /.fili'piinou/ noun, adj (a person) 
from the Philippines (NOTE: The plural is Fil¬ 
ipinos.) 

CD fill /fil/ verb 1. to make something full; to 
become full o The bucket filled slowly. O He 
filled the bottle with water. O She was filling 
the boxes with presents. 2. □ to fill a tooth to 
put metal into a hole in a tooth to stop it go¬ 
ing bad O I hate having my teeth filled but it 
has to be done. 

filler /'fib/ noun 1. material used to fill 
holes and cracks in walls and in wood O They 
used plastic filler to repair the cracks in the 
ceiling. 2. a thing used to fill a space 
fillet /'filit/ noun 1. a piece of good-quality 
meat, with no bones O She bought a fillet of 
lamb. 2. a piece of fish from which the bones 
have been taken out O We ordered fried fillet 
of sole. ■ verb to remove the bones from a 
fish O Ask the fishmonger to fillet the fish for 
you. 

(D fill in /,fil 'in/ verb 1. to fill up a hole o 
He dug a hole in the garden, put the box in¬ 
side, and then filled it in. 2. to write in the 
empty spaces on a form O To win the prize 
you have to fill in the missing words. O Just 
fill in your name and address. 3. □ to fill in 
for someone to do something which some¬ 
one else normally does but cannot do O I’m 
filling in for the manager who is on holiday. 
filling /'filir)/ adj which fills o A meal of 
salad and a glass of water is not very filling. 
Synonym satisfying ■ noun 1. metal put 
into a hole in your tooth by a dentist O I had 
to go to the dentist because one of my fillings 
came out. 2. food used to put into something 
such as a sandwich or cake O a cake with a 
jam filling 

filling station /'filirj ,steij(r))n/ noun a 
place where you can buy petrol 


filthy 

fill out /,fil 'aut/ verb 1. to write in all the 
empty spaces on a form 2. (of a person) to 
become less thin 

fill up /,fil 'Ap/ verb 1. to make something 
completely full O He filled the bottle up with 
fresh water. □ fill her or it up please fill the 
car with petrol 2. to write in all the empty 
spaces on a form O Fill up the form and send 
it back to this address. 

filly /'fili/ noun a young female horse. Com¬ 
pare colt (NOTE: The plural is fillies.) 

® film /film/ noun 1. moving pictures 
shown at a cinema or on TV O Have you seen 
this old Laurel and Hardy film? O We’ve 
seen the film already on TV. 2. a roll of mate¬ 
rial which you put into a camera to take pho¬ 
tographs or moving pictures O I must buy 
another film before the wedding. O Do you 
want a colour film or a black and white one? 
3. a thin layer of something O A film of mois¬ 
ture formed on the cold metal surface. O Ev¬ 
erywhere was covered with a film of dust. ■ 
verb to take pictures of something or some¬ 
one with a camera O Security cameras filmed 
him robbing the bank. O ‘Star Wars’ was 
filmed in 1977. 

filming /'filmirj/ noun the action of making 
a film 

film-maker /'film .meiko/ noun a person 
who makes films 

(D film Star /'film sta:/ noun a well-known 
film actor or actress 

filter /'filto/ noun 1 . a piece of equipment or 
material through which liquids or air can pass 
in order to remove any substances which are 
not wanted O The filters in the swimming 
pool have to be cleaned regularly. 2. a piece 
of glass on a camera which allows only cer¬ 
tain colours or levels of light to pass through 
O I use an orange filter to give a warm col¬ 
our to the picture. 3. material at the end of a 
cigarette, used to remove nicotine ■ verb 1 . 
to remove substances from something by 
passing it through a filter O Kidneys filter the 
blood. 2. to move gradually O Watch out for 
traffic filtering in from the left. 3. (of light or 
sound) to move slowly and in small amounts 
through something or to somewhere 
filth /fil0/ noun 1 . dirt O They were horrified 
at the filth in the streets. 2. offensive words 
or pictures, especially because they deal with 
sex in an unpleasant way (informal) o I don’t 
want you to read any more of this filth. 

<D filthy /'fil0i/ adj 1. very dirty o Where 
have you been playing - you’re filthy! O 
Don’t touch that filthy old carpet. O Filthy 
beggars followed the tourists wherever they 
went. 2. very unpleasant and angry (informal) 
O Watch out - the boss is in a filthy temper. 
3. offensive, usually because of dealing with 
sex in an unpleasant way (informal) o He 
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tried to sell us some filthy postcards. (NOTE: 

filthier - filthiest) 

fin /fin/ noun 1. a thin part on the body of a 
fish which helps it to swim O From the beach 
they could see a shark’s fin in the sea. 2. a 
similar piece on an aircraft O The tail Jin 
broke off when the plane crashed. 

<D final /'fain(3)l/ adj last; coming at the end 
O This is your final warning - if your work 
doesn’t improve you will be sacked. O The 
competition is in its final stages. □ my deci¬ 
sion is final I will not change my decision □ 
final date for payment the last date by 
which payment should be made ■ noun the 
last competition in a series between several 
teams or competitors O I thought they would 
win a couple of rounds, but I never imagined 
they would get to the final. 
finale /fi' naili/ noun the last part of a piece 
of music or of a show 

finalise /'fainolaiz/, finalize verb to finish 
making plans for something 
finalist /'fain(3)list/ noun a person taking 
part in the final of a competition 
<D finally /'fain(9)li/ adv at last; in the end o 
The police finally cleared up the mystery. O 
The little boy finally turned up in Edinburgh. 
finals /'fain(9)lz/ plural noun last examina¬ 
tions at the end of a university course, after 
which you get your degree 
<D finance /'fainaens/ noun money, espe¬ 
cially money which belongs to the public or 
to a company O How are you going to raise 
the finance for the project? O My finances 
are in a poor state at the moment. □ Minister 
of Finance the government minister in 
charge of a country’s finances ■ verb to pro¬ 
vide money for O How are you going to fi¬ 
nance your course at university if you don’t 
have a grant? O The redevelopment of the 
city centre is being financed locally. 

<D financial /fai'naenjol/ adj referring to 
money o What is our financial position? O 
The company has got into financial difficul¬ 
ties. Synonym monetary 
financial institution /fai.naenfol ,insti- 
'tju:J(o)n/ noun a bank or trust whose work 
involves lending or investing large amounts 
of money 

financially /fai'nasnfoli/ adv referring to 
money; with money 

financial year /fai.naenjol 'jio/ noun the 
12-month period for which accounts are 
calculated 

financier /fai'naensio/ noun a person who 
deals with money on a large scale. Synonym 

banker 

finch /fintj/ noun a small seed-eating bird 
(NOTE: The plural is finches.) 

® find /faind/ verb 1. to discover something 
which has been hidden or lost O I found a £2 


coin behind the sofa. O Did she find the book 
she was looking for? 2. to discover some¬ 
thing which was not known before O No one 
has found a cure for the common cold yet. 3. 
to have an opinion about something O Ifound 
the book very dull. O She finds her work too 
easy. 4. to make a legal decision in court O 
The tribunal found that both parties were 
at fault. O He was found guilty of mur¬ 
der. □ the judge found for the defendant 
the judge decided that the defendant was 
right 5. □ to be found to exist o Toadstools 
are found in woods in the autumn. (NOTE: 
finding - found /faund/) ■ noun a thing 
which you discover O A cheap hotel in the 
centre of Paris — What a lucky find! Syn¬ 
onym discovery 

® findings /'faindigz/ plural noun 1. facts 
discovered O The two companies signed an 
agreement to share their research findings. 
2. actions which someone suggests should be 
done O The findings of the committee of in¬ 
quiry will be published next week. 

(D find out /,faind 'aut/ verb to discover 
information 

(D fine /fain/ adj 1 .(of the weather) good o 
We ’ll go for a walk tomorrow if it stays fine. 
O Let’s hope it’s fine for the village fete next 
week. 2. well; healthy O I was in bed with flu 
yesterday, but today I’m feeling fine. 3. good 
O How are things at home? - Fine! O It’s 
fine to wear a bikini when you ’re young and 
slim, but not when you ’re old and fat. 4. very 
thin or very small O Use a sharp pencil if you 
want to draw fine lines. OI can’t read the no¬ 
tice - the print is too fine. ■ adv in very 
small pieces O Chop up the orange peel very 
fine. (NOTE: finer - finest) ■ noun money 
which you have to pay for having done some¬ 
thing wrong O I had to pay a £25 fine for 
parking in a No Parking area. O He was 
found guilty of embezzlement and got off with 
a fine. ■ verb to make someone pay money 
for having done something wrong O He was 
fined £25 for parking on double yellow lines. 
Synonym penalise ■ interj all right, agreed 
O Fine! We ’ll all go to the beach tomorrow! 
fine art /,fain 'cut/ noun art such as paint¬ 
ing or sculpture 

finely /'fain(3)li/ adv 1. in very small 
pieces O Cook some finely chopped onions in 
a little butter. 2. in a beautiful and delicate 
way O She bought some finely carved ivory 
figures. 

fine print /fain 'print/ noun the conditions 
on a contract, usually printed in very small 
letters 

finesse /fi'nes/ noun skill in dealing with 
awkward situations 

fine-tune /fain 'tjuin/ verb 1. to make 
changes to the way an engine works, in order 
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to improve its performance 2. to get some¬ 
thing just right 

® finger /'firjga/ noun 1. one of the parts at 
the end of your hand, but usually not includ¬ 
ing the thumb O He wears a ring on his little 
finger. O He pressed the button with his fin¬ 
ger. □ to keep your fingers crossed to hope 
that something will happen as you want it to 
happen O Have you heard the exam results 
yet? — No, but I’m keeping my fingers 
crossed. □ to put your finger on something 
to point something out correctly O You put 
your finger on it when you said that he’s 
afraid of appearing stupid. □ on the fingers 
of one hand five or fewer O The number of 
times she’s offered to buy me a drink can be 
counted on the fingers of one hand. □ to pull 
your finger out to work harder ( informal) o 
I told him to pull his finger out. □ not to lift 
or raise a (little) linger to help not to do 
anything to help O It’s unfair to expect her to 
do all the housework while her sisters don’t 
lift a finger to help. 2. the part of a glove into 
which a finger goes O I must mend my glove 
- there's a hole in one of the fingers. O 
Gloves without fingers are called ‘mittens’. 
3. a piece of food shaped like a finger O a 
box of chocolate fingers t fish finger ■ verb 
1 . to touch with your fingers O Don’t finger 
the apples. 2. to point out a criminal to the 
police ( informal ) o He was fingered by some¬ 
one else in the gang. 

fingernail /'firjgoneil/ noun the hard thin 
part covering the end of a finger 
fingerprint /'firjgsprint/ noun a mark left 
by a finger when you touch something 
fingertip /'firjgatip/ noun the end of the 
finger □ to have information at your fin¬ 
gertips to know all about something 
finicky /'finiki/ adj 1. (of a person) too 
concerned with details 2. (of an object) too 
detailed 

® finish /'fmijy verb to do something com¬ 
pletely; to come to an end O Haven’t you fin¬ 
ished your homework yet? O Tell me when 
you’ve finished reading the paper. O You 
can’t go out until you’ve finished doing the 
washing up. O The game will finish at about 
four o ’clock. ■ noun 1 . a final appearance o 
The table has an attractive finish. 2. a final 
appearance which is not real, which is only 
on the surface O kitchen cupboards with an 
oak finish 3. the end of a race O He ran well 
and came in second at the finish. 
finished /'finijt/ adj which has been made; 
which has come to an end 
finishing line/'finijig lain/ noun the line 
marking the end of a race 
@ finish off /.finij 1 of/ verb to do some¬ 
thing completely 

(D finish up /,finij‘ 'ap/ verb 1. to be in the 
end O We got lost and finished up miles from 


fire escape 

our hotel. 2. to eat something completely O 
You must finish up all your vegetables. 
finish with /'finij wi6/ verb to finish us¬ 
ing something 

finite /'fainait/ adj with an end; with a limit 
O The world’s coal resources are finite and 
are forecast to run out soon. 

® Finn /fin/ noun a person from Finland 
(D Finnish /'fmijy adj referring to Finland 
■ noun the language spoken in Finland O / 
bought a Finnish phrase book before going 
to Helsinki. 

fiord /'fiioid/ noun another spelling of fjord 
fir /f3i/ noun □ fir (tree) evergreen tree with 
needle-shaped leaves O Fir trees are often 
used as Christmas trees. 
fir cone /'f3: koun/ noun the hard fruit of 
the fir tree 

® fire /faio/ noun 1. something which is 
burning; something which heats O We have 
an electric fire in the living room. O They 
burnt the dead leaves on a fire in the garden. 
□ to catch fire to start to bum because of 
something else which is burning O The office 
block caught fire. O Take those papers away 
— they might catch fire. □ to set fire to to 
make something start burning O His cigarette 
set fire to the carpet. □ on fire burning O 
Call the fire brigade - the house is on fire! 2. 
shooting with guns O The soldiers came un¬ 
derfire from the guerrillas. | gunfire ■ verb 
1. to shoot a gun O The gunmen fired at the 
police car. O We could hear guns firing in the 
distance. 2. to dismiss someone from a job O 
She was fired for being late. 3. to make ex¬ 
cited O He was fired with the desire to make 
his fortune. 4. to bake; to heat O The pots are 
glazed and then fired. 

(D fire alarm /'faior o.laim/ noun a bell or 
siren which gives a warning that a fire has 
started 

fire away /,fai9r a'wei/ verb to ask some¬ 
one questions (informal) 

<D fire brigade /'fais bri.geid/ noun a 
public service organisation for preventing or 
putting out fires 

firecracker /'faiakrasks/ noun a small 
tube containing chemicals which explode 
with a loud noise and bright lights when you 
light it 

fire drill /'fais dril/ noun a practice to es¬ 
cape from a burning building 
fired-up /.faisd 'Ap/ adj feeling very ex¬ 
cited or eager to do something 
<D fire engine /'faisr ,end 3 in/ noun the 
large red tmck used by fire fighters, together 
with all the equipment they need 
fire escape /'faiar i,skeip/ noun stairs or 
a ladder which can be used by people to get 
out of burning buildings 
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fire exit /'faior ,egzit/ noun a door used if 
there is a fire 

fire extinguisher /'faior ik.stirjgwijo/ 
noun a large metal container, usually painted 
red, containing chemicals which can be 
sprayed onto a fire to put it out 
fire fighter /'faio ,faito/ noun someone 
whose job is to put out fires and save people 
from dangerous situations 
firefly /'faioflai/ noun a type of little insect 
which glows in the dark 
fire hydrant /'faio .haidront/ noun a large 
pipe in a street which provides water for 
fighting fires 

firelight /'faiolait/ noun the light which a 
fire makes 

<S> fireman /'faiomon/ noun a man who 
tries to put out fires (NOTE: The plural is fire¬ 
men.) 

fireplace /'faiopleis/ noun a hole in the 
wall of a room where you can light a fire for 
heating. Synonym hearth 
fireproof /'faiopruif/ adj which will not 
bum 

fire service /'faio ,S3:vis/ noun the or¬ 
ganisation that deals with fires and other 
emergency situations 

fireside /'faiosaid/ noun the area around a 
fireplace in a room. Synonym hearth 
<S> fire station /'faio ,steiJ(o)n/ noun a 
centre where fire engines are based 
firewall /'faiowoil/ noun 1. a piece of soft¬ 
ware that prevents unauthorised people from 
getting access to a computer system 2. a spe¬ 
cial type of wall that prevents a fire from 
spreading to another area 3. a legal barrier set 
up between sections of a company to prevent 
them from sharing information when this 
might cause problems 

firewood /'faiowud/ noun wood for mak¬ 
ing fires (NOTE: no plural) 

(D firework /'faiow3:k/ noun a small tube 
holding chemicals which will shine brightly 
or explode when lit 

firing squad /'faiorirj skwod/ noun a 
group of soldiers who kill someone by 
shooting 

CD firm /f3im/ adj 1. solid or fixed O Make 
sure that the ladder is firm before you climb 
up. O My back hurts -1 think I need a firmer 
mattress. 2. not going to change O There is 
no firm evidence that he stole the money. O 
She is a firm believer in hard work. □ to 
stand firm not to give in O In spite of the of¬ 
fers from the motorway construction com¬ 
pany he stood firm and refused to leave his 
house. 3. which cannot be changed O to 
place a firm order for two lorries O They are 
quoting a firm price of £1.22 per unit. 4. de¬ 
termined to show that you are in control O 
He’s not firm enough with his children. 


(NOTE: firmer - firmest) ■ noun a business 
or company O When he retired, the firm pre¬ 
sented him with a watch. O The firm I work 
for was taken over last year. 

firmly /'f3:mli/ adv in a firm way 
(D first /f3ist/ adj referring to the thing that 
comes before all other things (as a number 
can be written 1st) o My birthday is on the 
first ofJuly or July the first (July 1st). O King 
Charles the First (Charles I) O It’s our 
baby’s first birthday on Tuesday. O The bank 
is the first building on the left past the post 
office. □ the first century the period from 
the year 1 to 99 AD ■ adv 1. at the beginning 
O She came first in the exam. □ at first at the 
beginning O At first he didn’t like the work, 
but later he got used to it. □ first come, first 
served dealing with things such as requests 
in the order in which they are received O Ap¬ 
plications will be dealt with on a first come, 
first served basis. 2. before doing anything 
else O Wash your hands first, and then you 
can eat. 3. for the first time O When did you 
first meet your girlfriend? ■ noun the thing 
or person coming before everything else □ in 
first in first gear O The car climbed the hill in 
first. □ a first in Physics a first-class degree 
in Physics 

<D first aid /f3ist 'eid/ noun the help given 
to a person who is hurt before a doctor or am¬ 
bulance arrives 

first aid kit /f3ist 'eid kit/ noun a box 
with bandages and dressings kept to be used 
in an emergency 

first class /,f3ist 'klais/ adj 1. very good 
quality O You can get a first-class meal in 
that hotel. 2. using the most expensive seats 
on a plane or train O Can I have a first-class 
return to Paris, please? 3. sent using the 
most expensive and quickest mail service O 
A first-class letter should arrive the next day. 
(NOTE: as an adjective, usually written 
first-class) ■ adv 1. in the most expensive 
seats in a train or plane O He always travels 
first class. 2. using the most expensive and 
quickest way of sending a letter O Send that 
letter first class - I want it to arrive quickly. 
■ noun travel in the most expensive seats in 
a train or plane O First class is always much 
more comfortable than tourist or business 
class. 

first cousin /f3:st 'kAz(o)n/ noun some¬ 
one who is the child of your uncle or aunt 
first-degree /,f3ist di'gri:/ adj □ first de¬ 
gree burn the least serious type of bum 

first-degree murder /,f3:st di.gri: 
'm3:do/ noun in the USA, the most serious 
type of murder 

first edition /f3:st i'diJ(o)n/ noun a copy 
of the first printing of a book 
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first gear 

first gear /f3:st 'gis/ noun the lowest gear, 
used when going slowly, or when climbing 
hills 

first generation /,f3ist d3en9'reiJ(o)n/ 
adj relating to or being the children of par¬ 
ents who have left one country to settle in 
another 

d> first half /f3ist 'haif/ noun 1. the first of 
two parts, as of a football match O They 
scored three goals in the first half. 2. the first 
part of a financial year, usually from January 
to June O The figures for the first half are up 
on those for the second part of last year. 
firsthand /'fsisthasnd/ adj which comes 
directly from someone who has experienced 
something O We have some firsthand reports 
of the coup from our reporter in the capital. 
■ adv directly O I heard the news of the acci¬ 
dent firsthand from his widow. 

First Lady /'f3ist 'leidi/ noun the wife of a 
president, especially the wife of the President 
of the USA 

first language /f3ist 'laeggwid3/ noun 1. 
the first language that you learn to speak 2 . a 
country’s main language 
(D firstly /'f3istli/ adv to start with. Ant¬ 
onym lastly 

first mate /f3ist 'meit/ noun the main offi¬ 
cer, next in rank to the captain, on a ship that 
is not part of the navy 

(D first name /'f3ist neim/ noun some¬ 
one’s personal name, as opposed to their sur¬ 
name or family name. Synonym given 
name, Christian name □ they are on first 
name terms they call each other by their first 
names 

first night /f3ist 'nait/ noun the first offi¬ 
cial performance of a play 
first offender /f3:st a'fenda/ noun some¬ 
one who commits an offence for the first time 
first person /f3ist 'p3:s(9)n/ noun in 
English, the words ‘I’ or ‘we’ which refer to 
the speaker 

first-rate /,f3ist 'reit/ adj excellent 
fiscal /'fisksl/ adj referring to tax or to gov¬ 
ernment revenues 

fiscal year /,fisk9l 'jis/ noun a 12-month 
period used for tax purposes. In Britain it is 
from 6th April of one year to 5th April of the 
next year. 

CD fish /fij/ noun an animal with fins and no 
legs, which lives in water and which you can 
usually eat O I sat by the river all day and 
only caught two little fish. □ there are plenty 
more fish in the sea there are lots of other 
people you could be friends with ( informal) □ 
I’ve got other fish to fry I have other more 
important business to deal with ■ verb 1. to 
try to catch a fish O We often go fishing in the 
lake. O They fished all day but didn’t catch 
anything. 2. to try to find something O He 


fished around in his suitcase and after some 
delay produced his passport. □ to fish out to 
take out O He fished out a dirty handkerchief 
from his pocket. 

® fish and chips /.fij an 'tjips/ plural 
noun a traditional British food, obtained 
from special shops, where portions of fish 
fried in batter are sold with chips 
<D fish-and-chip shop /,fij an tjip Jop/ 
noun a shop selling cooked fish and chips, 
and usually other food, such as pies (NOTE: 
can also be called a chip shop or, infor¬ 
mally, a chippy) 

fishcake /'fijkeik/ noun a round cake of 
fish and potato mixed together, then cooked 
fisherman /'fijaman/ noun a man who 
catches fish, either as his job or for sport 
(NOTE: The plural is fishermen.) 
fishery /'fijori/ noun a part of the sea 
where fish are usually found (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is fisheries.) 

® fish finger /fij 'figga/ noun a frozen 
finger-shaped piece of fish covered in 
breadcrumbs (NOTE: The US term is fish 
stick.) 

fish-hook /'fij huk/ noun a metal hook at 
the end of a line which catches in the mouth 
of the fish 

(D fishing /'fijir)/ noun the sport or busi¬ 
ness where you try to catch fish. Synonym 

angling 

fishing line /'fijig lain/ noun a long string 
used with a hook to catch fish 
fishing net /'fijig net/ noun a large piece 
of material with holes, used for catching fish 
fishing rod /'fijig rod/ noun a long stick 
with a line attached, used for fishing (NOTE: 
The US term is fishing pole.) 
fishmonger /'fiJmArjgs/ noun a person 
who sells fish in a shop 
fishy /'fiji/ adj 1. like a fish o These eggs 
have a fishy taste. 2. strange or unusual O 
There’s something fishy about the whole 
business. O What was she doing there at 2 
o’clock in the morning? - It’s very fishy if 
you ask me. (NOTE: fishier - fishiest) 
fission /'fij(9)n/ noun splitting into parts □ 
nuclear fission splitting a hydrogen atom to 
create energy. Compare fusion 
fissure /'fija/ noun a crack or split, espe¬ 
cially in a rock or in the ground 
fist /fist/ noun a tightly closed hand, t 
clench 

(D fit /fit/ noun a sudden sharp attack of ill¬ 
ness, or of an emotion such as anger O She 
had a coughing fit or a fit of coughing. O In a 
fit of anger he threw the plate across the 
kitchen. O She’s having one of her periodic 
fits of efficiency. □ by fits and starts at odd 
moments, with continual stoppages O Some¬ 
thing has gone wrong with the printer - it 
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only prints out by fits and starts. ■ adj 1. 
healthy O He isn’t fit enough to go back to 
work. O You ’ll have to get fit if you ’re going 
to run the marathon. 2. □ fit to do some¬ 
thing in good enough condition to do some¬ 
thing O Is he fit to drive? O That car isn’t fit 
to be driven - its brakes don’t work and the 
tyres are worn. 3. suitable O Is she a fit per¬ 
son to look after small children? (NOTE: fit¬ 
ter - fittest) ■ verb 1. to be the right size or 
shape O He’s grown so tall that his jackets 
don’t fit him any more. O These shoes don’t 
fit me - they ’re a size too small. 2. to put in 
place O I want to fit a new fridge in the 
kitchen. O Can you fit a new shelf on this 
wall? (NOTE: fitting - fitted) 
fitful /'fitf(o)l/ adj happening several times, 
but only for short periods of time 
fit in /.fit 'in/, fit into /.fit 'intu/ verb 1. to 
find room or time for someone or something 
O We can’t fit a holiday in this year as we 
have too much work. O How can you fit six 
people into that little car? O Fitting the furni¬ 
ture into the new house was quite a problem. 
2. to be able to go into a space O How will the 
bed fit into that room? 3. to be comfortable 
as part of a group O He joined the firm two 
years ago but has never really fitted in. 

® fitness /'fitnos/ noun 1. being physically 
fit O She does fitness exercises every morn¬ 
ing. O Physical fitness is important in the ma¬ 
rines. 2. being suitable O Doubts were 
expressed about her fitness for the job. 
fitness centre /'fitnos .sento/ noun a 
gym; a place where you can do exercises to 
increase your physical fitness 
(§> fitted /'fit id/ adj made to fit into a certain 
space □ fitted carpet a carpet cut to the exact 
size of the room and fixed to the floor 
fitted kitchen /.fitid 'kitJin/ noun a set of 
kitchen cupboards which are attached to the 
walls 

fitter /'fits/ noun 1. someone whose job is 
to repair machines and their parts O He has 
trained as an electrical fitter. 2. a person 
who makes sure clothes or carpets fit O The 
carpet fitters came to put down the carpet on 
the stairs. 

fitting /'fitirj/ adj suitable; right o It’s fit¬ 
ting that grandmother should sit at the head 
of the table - it’s her birthday party, after all. 
Synonym suitable. Antonym inappropriate 
■ noun 1. the action of making something 
fit; the action of trying on a new piece of 
clothing O She’s having the first fitting of her 
wedding dress this afternoon. 2. the size and 
shape of something such as a shoe O Do you 
take a wide or narrow fitting? 3. a thing 
which is fixed in a building but which could 
be removed O an electric light fitting O The 
shop is being sold with all its fixtures and 
fittings. 


fizzy 

fitting room /'fitiri ruim/ noun a small 
room in a shop where you can try on clothes 
before you buy them 

(D five /faiv/ noun the number 5*0 She 
drank five cups of tea. O He’s five (years old) 
next week. O The meeting has been arranged 
for five (o ’clock). 

five o’clock shadow /.faiv o kbk 
'Jaedou/ noun the dark appearance of a 
man’s chin, because the small hairs which 
grow there have not been cut 
fiver /'faivo/ noun a five pound note (infor¬ 
mal) 

five-star /.faiv 'sta:/ adj of the highest 
quality 

(D fix /fiks/ verb 1 . to fasten or to attach one 
thing to another O Fix one end of the cord to 
the tree and the other to the fence. 2. to ar¬ 
range something O We ’ll try to fix a time for 
the meeting. 3. to repair something O The 
telephone people are coming to fix the tele¬ 
phone. O Can you fix the dishwasher? O 
Does anyone know how to fix the photo¬ 
copier? 4. US to prepare a drink or some 
food for someone O Let me fix you something 
to drink. O She fixed them some tuna sand¬ 
wiches. ■ noun a difficult position ( informal) 
O He’s in a bit of a fix - he’s got no cash and 
can’t pay for the taxi. O That’s a nice fix 
you’ve got us into! (NOTE: The plural is 
fixes.) 

fixated /fik'seitid/ adj always thinking 
about one thing 

fixation /fik'seiJ(o)n/ noun a state of only 
thinking about one thing 
d> fixed /fikst/ adj 1 . attached firmly o The 
sign is fixed to the post with six-inch nails. 2. 
(of a price or an amount) arranged or agreed 
on and not possible to change O We have a 
fixed scale of charges. 

fixedly /'fiksidli/ adv with eyes fixed on 
someone or something 

fixture /'fikstjo/ noun a sports match o 
Their next fixture is against Liverpool on Sat¬ 
urday. O Season ticket holders are sent a list 
offixtures at the beginning of the season. 
fizz /fiz/ noun 1 . a sound like that made by 
bubbles O the fizz of the rocket as it went up 
into the air 2. champagne O Let’s have a 
drink, there’s a bottle of fizz in the fridge. ■ 
verb to bubble up o The cider fizzed in the 
glasses. Synonym effervesce 
fizzle /'fiz(o)l/ verb 1. to make a hissing 
sound 2. to gradually become less strong or 
successful after a good start 
fizzle out /,fiz(o)l ' aut/ verb to come to 
nothing 

fizzy /'fizi/ adj full of little gas bubbles. 
Synonym effervescent (NOTE: fizzier - 
fizziest. Drinks which are not fizzy are still. 
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fjord 

If they used to be fizzy but are not any lon¬ 
ger, they are flat.) 

fjord /'fiioid/ noun a long arm of the sea 
among mountains in Norway 
flab /flaeb/ noun excess flesh on your body 
( informal) 

flabbergasted /'fltebsgaistid/ adj ex¬ 
tremely surprised (informal). Synonym 

amazed 

flabby /'flaebi/ adj soft and fat (informal) 
(NOTE: flabbier - flabbiest) 

flag /flaeg / noun 1 . a piece of brightly mate¬ 
rial with the symbol of a country or an or¬ 
ganisation such as a club on it O The French 
flag has blue, red and white stripes. O The 
ship was flying the British flag. O The flags 
were blowing in the wind. 2. a small paper 
badge sold to raise money for a charity O Pin 
the flag to your coat to show that you have 
given something. 3. a large flat stone, e.g. 
used in making a path at the side of a road O 
The terrace is being laid with stone flags. 4. 
the iris, a plant which grows in wet ground 
and has long fat leaves and purple flowers 5. 
a mark put into a computer text ■ verb 1. to 
grow tired O We’ve been travelling all day - 
no wonder the children are starting to flag. 
2. □ to flag down to wave to make a taxi stop 
O He stepped out into the street and flagged 
down a passing taxi. 3. to put a marker in a 
computer file O Don’t forget to flag the ad¬ 
dresses so that we can find them again easily. 
(NOTE: flagging - flagged) 
flag day /'flaeg dei/ noun a day on which 
small paper flags are sold to raise money for 
a particular charity 

flagpole /'flaegpoul/ noun a tall pole on 
which large flags are flown 
flagrant /'fleigront/ adj clear, obvious and 
shocking. Synonym blatant. Antonym 
covert 

flagrantly /'fleigrontli/ adv in a flagrant 
way 

flagship /'flaegjip/ noun 1. the ship on 
which the most important officer of a navy 
sails, and which therefore flies his special 
flag 2. the most important part of a group of 
businesses O the company’s flagship store in 
Regent Street 

flagstone /'flasgstoun/ noun a large flat 
stone used for making paths or floors. Syn¬ 
onym paving stone 

flail /fleil/ noun a hand tool for removing 
the hard outside part of plants such as wheat 
■ verb to wave your arms about o He lay on 
his back flailing with his arms at his 
opponent. 

flair /fleo/ noun □ a flair for something a 

natural ability to do something O She has a 
distinct flair for dress design. O He has a 
flair for languages. 


flak /flask/ noun 1 . the firing of guns against 
aircraft O We ran into a lot of flak as we ap¬ 
proached the enemy stronghold. 2. a sharp 
criticism O He ' s taken a lot of flak from the 
reviewers. O The programme came in for a 
lot of flak from the TV critics. (NOTE: no 
plural) 

flake /fleik/ noun 1 . a very small, thin piece 
O The paint came off in little flakes. 2. a 
small piece of snow which falls from the sky 
O Snow fell in large soft flakes all night. ■ 
verb □ to flake off or away to fall off in little 
pieces O The plaster on the wall of the 
church had flaked away, revealing the old 
carvings. O The paint is beginning to flake off 
and needs redoing. 

flaky /'fleiki/ adj made up of thin pieces 
flaky pastry /.fleiki 'peistri/ noun a mix¬ 
ture of flour, butter and water which breaks 
into flakes when cooked 
flamboyant /flasm'boiont/ adj 1. brightly 
coloured O She wore a flamboyant red cape. 
2. very impressive O In a flamboyant gesture, 
he ordered all the trees in the park to be cov¬ 
ered with little lights. 

flame /fleim/ noun a brightly burning part 
of a fire or candle O Flames could be seen 
coming out of the upstairs windows. □ in 
flames burning O The building was already 
in flames when the fire engine arrived. 
flamenco /flo'merjkou/ noun a fast Span¬ 
ish dance, to guitar music 
flameproof /'fleimpruif/, flame-resistant 
/'fleim ri.zistont/ adj treated with a special 
substance so that it will not catch fire or melt 
flaming /’fleimir)/ adj 1. in flames O They 
ran away from the flaming wreckage. 2. □ in 
a flaming temper extremely angry 3. used to 
make what you say stronger ( informal ) o 
What did you do with the flaming knife? 
flamingo /flo'miggou/ noun a tropical wa¬ 
ter bird with long legs and neck, often with 
pink feathers (NOTE: The plural is flamin- 
gos.) 

flammable /'flaem3b(3)l/ adj easily set on 
fire. Antonym fireproof (NOTE: means the 
same as inflammable) 
flan /flaen/ noun an open pastry case with a 
filling of food such as eggs and fruit 
flange /flaend 3 / noun an edge which sticks 
out on a pipe or wheel 

flank /flaerjk/ noun a side, especially of an 
animal or of an army O He patted the horse’s 
flank. O The right flank of the army moved 
forward. ■ verb to be at the side of someone 
or something O The accused was flanked by 
two prison warders. 

flannel /'flaen(3)l/ noun 1 . a warm material 
made of wool O trousers made of grey flan¬ 
nel or grey flannel trousers 2. a small square 
of soft material for washing the face or body 


flannels 
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O He put his flannel under the hot tap and 
wiped his face. 

flannels /'flasn(a)lz/ plural noun flannel 
trousers 

flap /flaep/ noun 1. a flat part which is at¬ 
tached to an object and has a special type of 
fastening allowing it to move up and down O 
The pilot tested the wing flaps before taking 
off 2. a state of worried excitement (infor¬ 
mal) O They got into a flap about the new 
neighbours’ dog. 3. a movement of a bird’s 
wing O With a flap of its wings, the eagle 
flew off ■ verb to move up and down like a 
bird’s wing O Flags were flapping in the 
breeze. O The swans stood by the edge of the 
water, flapping their wings. (NOTE: flapping 
- flapped) 

flapjack /'flaepd 32 ek/ noun 1. a flat cake 
made of oats, butter and honey or syrup 2. 
US a pancake 

(3) flare /flea/ noun an object which gives a 
sudden burst of light, especially as a signal O 
The lifeboat sent up flares. O We knew the 
ship was in distress when we saw the flares. 
■ verb 1. to bum brightly O The flames from 
the burning oil refinery flared in the dis¬ 
tance. 2. (of a skirt or trousers) to become 
gradually wider at the bottom O She wore a 
long straight skirt which flared from the 
knees down. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
flair.) 

flared /fleod/ adj with a shape that becomes 
wider at one end 

flares /'fleoz/ plural noun trousers which 
are wider at the bottom 
flare up /.fleor 'Ap/ verb 1. to suddenly 
start burning O The bonfire flared up when he 
poured petrol on it. O The flames died down 
and then flared up again. 2. to get angry sud¬ 
denly O She flared up when he suggested it 
was her fault. 

flare-up /'fleor Ap/ noun a sudden return or 
a sudden beginning (informal). Synonym 

outbreak 

(D flash /flaeJV noun 1. a short sudden burst 
of light O Flashes of lightning lit up the sky. 
□ in a flash, quick as a flash very 
quickly O In a flash, she said ‘yes’. 2. 
an object used for making a bright light, 
allowing you to take photographs in the 
dark O People sometimes have red eyes in 
photos taken with a flash. 3. a bright light 
from a camera O The scene at the en¬ 
trance to the film premiere was lit up with 
flashes from photographers' cameras. 4. □ 
news flash a short piece of important news, 
broadcast at an unexpected time O There 
was a news flash about a bomb in central 
London. O We interrupt the programme 
for a news flash. (NOTE: The plural is 
flashes) ■ verb 1. to light up quickly and 
suddenly O Lightning flashed all around. 2. 


□ to flash by or past to move or to pass by 
quickly O The champion flashed past to win 
in record time. 

flashback /'flaejbask/ noun a scene in a 
film, showing what happened at an earlier 
date 

flashcard /'flaejka :d/ noun a card that has 
words or numbers printed on it, used to help 
someone to leam something 
flash flood /flaej 'flAd/ noun a sudden 
flood after heavy rain 

(D flashlight /'flaejlait/ noun a torch; a 
small electric light that you can carry 
flashpoint /'flaejpoint/ noun 1. the stage 
in something such as a process or situation at 
which violence or some other serious prob¬ 
lem is likely to develop 2. the temperature at 
which a vapour will bum in the air 
flashy /'flaeji/ adj showy and bright but of 
poor quality. Antonym understated (NOTE: 
flashier - flashiest) 

flask /flaisk/ noun a small glass bottle for 
liquids 

® flat /fleet/ adj 1. level, not sloping or 
curved O a house with a flat roof □ as flat as 
a pancake very flat (informal) o The country 
round Ely is as flat as a pancake. 2. (of drink) 
no longer fizzy O My lemonade’s gone flat. 

3. with no electric charge left O The car 
wouldn ’t start because the battery was flat. 

4. (in music) playing at a lower pitch than it 
should be O That violin sounds flat. (NOTE: 
flatter - flattest) ■ adv 1. level; not sloping 
or curved O Lay your clothes out flat on the 
bed. O He tripped over and fell flat on his 
face. 2. completely; in a direct way o He 
turned down the offer flat. □ flat broke with 
no money at all O I can’t pay the rent - I’m 
flat broke. 3. exactly O He ran the mile in 
four minutes flat. ■ noun 1. a set of rooms on 
one floor, usually in a building with several 
similar sets of rooms O They live in the block 
of flats next to the underground station. O 
Their flat is on the ground floor. (NOTE: The 
US term is apartment.) 2. US a tyre which 
has lost its air O I asked the garage to fix the 
flat. (NOTE: The British term is flat tyre or 
puncture.) 3. (in music) a pitch which is one 
semitone lower O They played a Sonata in E 
flat. O He played D sharp instead of D flat. 
flatbed scanner /.fketbed 'skasno/ noun 
a large scanner, where images are placed flat 
on a surface in order to be scanned 

flatly /'flaetli/ adv in a firm way 
flat-mate /'flaet meit/ noun a person who 
shares a flat with you 

® flat out /flaet 'aut/ adv 1. at full speed o 
They drove flat out to get to the airport in 
time. 2. very hard O He worked flat out to fin¬ 
ish his work on time. 
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flat-pack /'flaet paek/ noun furniture which 
is sold as a set of pieces packed flat for the 
customer to put it together 
flat racing /'flaet .reisirj/ noun horse-racing 
over flat ground, without any fences to jump 
flat rate /flaet 'reit/ noun a fixed charge 
which never changes 
flatten /'flaet(o)n/ verb to make flat 
flatter /'flaeto/ verb 1 . to praise someone al¬ 
though you do not really mean what you say 
O Just flatter the boss a bit, tell him how 
good his golf is, and he ’ll give you a rise. 2. 
□ to flatter yourself to persuade yourself 
that something is true, when it is not O He's 
flattering himself if he thinks everyone is go¬ 
ing to do what he wants. 
flattered /'flaetod/ adj feeling honoured 
flattering /'flaet/ojrirj/ adj which makes 
you look good or praises you 
flattery /'flaetori/ noun praising someone 
too much 

flaunt /fb:nt/ verb to show something in a 
deliberate way because you want to attract 
people’s attention 

flautist /'fbitist/ noun a person who plays 
the flute (NOTE: Another US spelling is flut¬ 
ist.) 

flavour /'fleivo/ noun a particular taste O 
The tomato soup had an unusual flavour. O 
What flavour of ice cream do you want? □ 
the flavour of the month the most popular 
thing at the moment ( informal ) o All-girl 
groups are the flavour of the month. ■ verb 
to add things such as salt or spices in cooking 
something, to give it a special taste O soup 
flavoured with herbs O Use rosemary to fla¬ 
vour lamb. (NOTE: [all senses] The Us spell¬ 
ing is flavor.) 

flavoured /'fleivod/ adj which tastes of 
something (NOTE: The US spelling is fla¬ 
vored.) 

flavouring /'fleivanr)/ noun a substance 
added to food to give a particular taste 
(NOTE: The US spelling is flavoring.) 
flaw /fbi/ noun 1. a fault in something 
which makes it appear less attractive or 
causes a problem o The expert examined the 
Chinese vase, looking for flaws. O There 
must be a flaw in the computer program. 2. a 
mistake in an argument O There’s a flaw in 
your reasoning. O There was a fundamental 
flaw in their calculations. ■ verb to spoil O 
Her performance was flawed by her inability 
to hold the high notes. 

flawed /floid/ adj with mistakes. Synonym 

faulty 

flawless /'floilos/ adj perfect. Antonym 

flawed 

flax /flaeks/ noun a variety of linseed plant, 
of which the fibres are used for making into 
linen 


flea /fli:/ noun a very small insect that 
jumps and sucks blood (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with flee.) 

flea market /'fli: ,ma:kit/ noun an 

open-air market for objects which have been 

owned by other people 

fleck /flek/ noun a small spot o She tried to 

brush the flecks ofpowder off her dress. O He 

had flecks of plaster in his hair. Synonym 

speck ■ verb to mark something with small 

spots O His hair is flecked with grey. O Dead 

grass flecked with snow. 

flecked /flekt/ adj marked with a pattern of 

small stripes or spots 

fledgling /'fled 3 lir)/ noun a baby bird 
which is ready to fly from the nest O The 
fledglings were standing at the edge of the 
nest, flapping their wings. 
flee /fli:/ verb □ to flee (from something) 
to run away from something O As the fighting 
spread, the village people fled into the jun¬ 
gle. O She tried to flee but her foot was 
caught in the rope. (NOTE: fleeing - fled 
/fled/) 

fleece /fli :s/ noun a coat of wool covering a 
sheep O After shearing, the fleeces are taken 
away to market. ■ verb to cheat someone and 
take their money ( informal ) o The bars 
round the harbour are waiting to fleece the 
tourists. O He was fleeced by two girls he met 
in a bar. Synonym swindle 
fleecy /'fli:si/ adj 1. made of fleece O My 
overcoat has a fleecy lining. 2. looking like 
fleece O The blue sky was dotted with fleecy 
clouds. 

fleet /fli:t/ noun 1 . a group of ships belong¬ 
ing together O When the fleet is in port, the 
pubs are full of sailors. 2. a collection of ve¬ 
hicles O The company replaces its car fleet or 
fleet of cars every two years. O the airline’s 
fleet of Boeing 747s 

fleeting /'fli:tir)/ adj short and very fast. 
Synonym brief 

Fleet Street /'fli:t stri:t/ noun a street in 
London where many British newspapers for¬ 
merly had their offices 
©flesh /fleJV noun 1 . a soft part of the body 
covering the bones □ in the flesh in person, 
not on TV or in photographs O It was strange 
to see the TV newsreader in the flesh. □ his 
own flesh and blood his relations; his family 
O Even his own flesh and blood refused to 
meet him. 2. a soft part of fruit O a melon 
with pink flesh O Some grapefruit have pink 
flesh. (NOTE: no plural) 
flesh wound /'fie/ wu:nd/ noun a wound 
which is not very deep 
fleshy /'fleji/ adj fat or soft and thick 
© flew /flu:/1> fly (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with flu, flue.) 


flex 

flex /fleks/ noun a plastic covered wire that 
bends easily, used for carrying electricity O 
He tripped over a flex. O We bought a roll of 
flex to rewire the office. ■ verb to bend O to 
flex your muscles 1 . to practise bending 
and relaxing the muscles as exercise o The 
union is flexing its muscles for a fight with 
the government. 2. to threaten someone 
(D flexibility /.fleksi'biliti/ noun the ability 
to change when your situation changes 
(NOTE: no plural) 

flexible /'fleksib(o)l/ adj 1. easy to bend o 
Soft rubber soles are very flexible. 2. able to 
change easily O My timetable is very flexible 
- we can meet whenever you want. 
flick/flik/ noun a little sharp blow or move¬ 
ment ( informal) o He shook off the wasp with 
a flick of his hand. ■ verb to hit or move 
something gently, with a short quick move¬ 
ment O The horse flicked its tail to get rid of 
the flies. 

flicker /'fliko/ noun 1. a movement of 
something such as a light which seems to 
shake or to bum for only a short time O They 
saw the flicker of a light in the forest. 2. a 
small amount O There is still a flicker of hope 
that someone may still be alive under the ru¬ 
ins. ■ verb to shake; to bum unsteadily o The 
candles flickered in the draught. O We could 
see the flickering lights of the old harbour in 
the distance. 

flick knife /'flik naif/ noun a knife with a 
blade which fits inside the handle and which 
shoots out when a button is pressed (NOTE: 
The plural is flick knives.) 
flick through /'flik 0ru:/ verb to look 
quickly at the pages of a newspaper or book 
flier/'flaio/p flyer 
<S> flies /flaiz/i) fly 

<g> flight /flait/ noun 1. travel in a plane O 
Go to gate 25 for flight AB198. O All flights 
to Paris have been cancelled. O She sat next 
to me on a flight to Montreal. 2. the process 
of flying; travel through the air O The Wright 
brothers are important in the history of 
flight. O Young birds stay in the nest until 
they are ready for flight. 3. □ flight of stairs 
a set of stairs going in one direction 
flight attendant /'flait o.tendont/ noun a 
person whose job is to look after passengers 
on a plane 

flight deck /'flait dek/ noun 1. a section at 
the front of an aircraft where the pilots sit 2. a 
long flat deck on an aircraft carrier on which 
planes land and take off 
flight path /'flait pa:0/ noun a route along 
which an aircraft flies 

flight recorder /'flait ri.koido/ noun a 
piece of equipment carried in an aircraft 
which records what happens during a flight, 


flippantly 

including conversations between pilots and 
the control tower. Also called black box 
flight simulator /'flait .simjuleito/ noun 
a computer program which allows a user to 
practise flying a plane, with controls which 
seem real and moving scenes 
flimsy /'flimzi/ adj 1. (of material) light 
and thin O He wore only a flimsy cotton 
jacket. 2. not strong O Their house was a 
flimsy construction of bamboo and leaves. 3. 
(of an excuse) poor o She could only offer 
the flimsiest of excuses. (NOTE: flimsier - 
flimsiest) 

flinch /flintJV verb 1. to move back in pain 
or fear O The reporters flinched at the sight 
of the corpses. 2. □ not to flinch from to do 
something, even though it is extremely diffi¬ 
cult or painful O He didn’t flinch from his 
duty. 

fling /flip/ noun 1. a wild dance 2. □ to 
have a fling to relax, letting off your high 
spirits O The boys were having a last fling 
before joining the army the following morn¬ 
ing. □ to have a fling with someone to have 
a short sexual relationship with someone (in¬ 
formal) O She had a brief fling with one of 
the managers. ■ verb 1. to throw something 
carelessly and with a lot of force O He flung 
the empty bottle into the sea. 2. to move 
yourself or a part of your body quickly and 
with a lot of force O She flung herself into an 
armchair. Synonym throw (NOTE: flinging 
- flung) 

flint /flint/ noun 1. a very hard type of rock 
which was used to make tools in the past O 
Flints are found in chalky soil. O Prehistoric 
people used flints to make knives. 2. a small 
piece of metal which lights the flame on a 
cigarette lighter O I need a new flint for my 
lighter. 

flip /flip/ noun the act of turning over o a 
flip of a coin ■ verb 1. to hit something such 
as a control on a machine without using a lot 
of force O She flipped a switch and the lights 
went off. □ to flip a coin to throw a coin so 
that it turns over in the air □ to flip over to 
turn over quickly O Before he could do any¬ 
thing the canoe flipped over. 2. to get very 
angry (informal) o He flipped when they told 
him how much the bill came to. (NOTE: flip¬ 
ping - flipped) 

flipchart /'fliptja it/ noun a stand with 
large sheets of paper fixed together at the top, 
used for showing pictures or writing when 
speaking to a group of people 
flip flops /'flip flops/ plural noun flat rub¬ 
ber shoes held on by a strap between the toes 
flippant /'flipont/ adj not taking seriously 
things which should be taken seriously. Syn¬ 
onym facetious 

flippantly /'flipontli/ adv in a flippant way 
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flipper 

flipper /'flips/ noun 1. a long flat piece of 
rubber which you can attach to your foot to 
help you swim faster O You need flippers and 
a snorkel to go scuba diving. 2. the flat arm 
or leg of a sea animal, used for swimming O 
The seal walked across the rock on its 
flippers. 

flip side /'flip said/ noun 1. the disadvan¬ 
tages of a particular idea or situation 2. the 
side of a record which has the less popular 
piece of music on it 

flip through /'flip 0ru:/ verb to look 
quickly at the pages of a newspaper or book 
flirt /f Is :t/ noun a man or woman who often 
behaves in a way that shows sexual interest 
towards another person O His new secretary 
is a bit of a flirt. ■ verb to behave in a way 
that shows sexual interest towards another 
person O He flirted a lot at the office party. 
flirtation /fl3:'teiJX3)n/ noun a love affair 
which is not serious and lasts for only a short 
time 

flirtatious /fl3:'teiJ‘os/ adj who flirts a lot. 
Synonym playful 

flirt with /'fl3it wi6/ verb 1. to behave in a 
way that shows sexual interest towards an¬ 
other person O She flirted with all the boys at 
the party. 2. to consider a course of action in 
a way that is not serious O We’ve been flirt¬ 
ing with the idea of going to live in the States. 
3. to be close to something risky o She’s 
flirting with danger in standing so close to 
the fireworks. 

flit /flit/ noun □ to do a moonlight flit to es¬ 
cape quietly at night without paying your 
bills ■ verb to move quickly and quietly O A 
thought flitted through my mind. O Bats were 
flitting around the church tower. (NOTE: flit¬ 
ting - flitted) 

(D float /flout/ noun 1. a piece of a sub¬ 
stance such as cork, attached to a fishing line, 
which floats on the surface of the water, al¬ 
lowing the line and hook to hang down below 
O If the float bobs up and down in the water 
it means you have caught a fish. 2. a deco¬ 
rated truck in a long line of trucks, e.g. as 
part of a festival O The long line of carnival 
floats went down the high street. ■ verb 1. to 
lie or put on the top of a liquid O Dead fish 
were floating in the river. O He floated a pa¬ 
per boat on the lake. 2. to stay in the air with¬ 
out any effort O little white clouds floating in 
the sky 3. to start selling shares in a new com¬ 
pany O The company is to be floated on the 
stock exchange next week. 4. to let a currency 
find its own exchange rate on the interna¬ 
tional markets, and not fix it at a certain 
amount O The government decided that the 
best course would be to let the pound float. 
floating /'floutiq/ adj resting on the surface 
of a liquid or in the air 


floating voter /.floutirj 'vouto/ noun a 
person who is not sure which party to vote 
for in an election 

flock /fink/ noun 1. a group of similar ani¬ 
mals together O a flock of sparrows O A flock 
of sheep were grazing on the hillside. (NOTE: 
flock is usually used with sheep, goats, and 
birds such as hens or geese. For cattle, the 
word to use is herd.) 2. a large group of peo¬ 
ple O flocks of tourists 3. a group of people 
belonging to a Christian church O the priest 
and his flock. Synonym congregation ■ 
verb to move in large numbers o Tourists 
flocked to see the changing of the guard. O 
Holidaymakers have been flocking to the re¬ 
sorts on the south coast. 
flog /flog/ verb 1. to sell ( informal ) o / 
flogged my car to my brother. O They’ve 
been trying to flog the boat for months. 2. to 
beat hard, usually with a whip O When he 
was a little boy he was often flogged at 
school. □ to flog something to death to re¬ 
peat a joke or story over and over again (in¬ 
formal) □ it’s like flogging a dead horse it 
will never be successful O Trying to get him 
to change his mind is like flogging a dead 
horse. (NOTE: flogging - flogged) 
flogging /'flDgirj/ noun the act of beating 
someone as a punishment 
<D flood /fUd/ noun 1. a large amount of 
water over land which is usually dry O The 
floods were caused by heavy rain. 2. a large 
amount of something, e.g. tears or letters O 
The TV station received floods of complaints 
after the ad was shown. O She was in floods 
of tears when they told her that she had to 
leave her house. ■ verb 1. to cover with wa¬ 
ter O They are going to build a dam and flood 
the valley. O Fields were flooded after the 
river burst its banks. O He forgot to turn the 
tap off and flooded the bathroom. 2. to flow 
outside the normal area O The Nile floods 
each year. 3. to come in large numbers O The 
office was flooded with complaints or com¬ 
plaints came flooding into the office. 

Flood /fUd/ noun a story in the Bible of the 
time when the earth was covered with water 
and only Noah and his family and animals 
were saved in the Ark 

floodgates /'flAdgeits/ plural noun □ 
open the floodgates to make it possible for 
something to suddenly start happening 
flooding /'flAdir)/ noun a situation in 
which an area is covered with water 
floodlight /'flAdlait/ noun a strong electric 
light used to light an area in the open air O 
They switched on the floodlights for the eve¬ 
ning match. ■ verb to light with floodlights o 
The castle is floodlit at night. (NOTE: flood¬ 
lighting - floodlit) 

floodlit /'flAdlit/ adj lit by floodlights. Syn¬ 
onym illuminated 


floor 

® floor /fb:/ noun 1. the part of a room on 
which you walk O He put the books in a pile 
on the floor. O If there are no empty chairs 
left, you ’ll have to sit on the floor. □ to take 
the floor to start speaking in a discussion 2. 
all the rooms on one level in a building O The 
bathroom is on the ground floor. O His office 
is on the fifth floor. O There is a good view of 
the town from the top floor. ■ verb □ to be 
floored to not be able to answer something O 
He was floored by one of the questions in the 
exam paper. 

COMMENT: The floors in American buildings 
are numbered differently from those in Brit¬ 
ain: the ‘ground floor’ in Britain is the ‘first 
floor’ in the USA. The ‘first floor’ in Britain is 
the ‘second floor’ in the USA, and so on. 
floorboard /'fbiboid/ noun a long flat 
piece of wood used for making wooden 
floors 

flooring /'fbirir)/ noun material used to 
make a floor 

floorshow /'fbijou/ noun entertainment 
by performers in a nightclub 
floor space /'fb: speis/ noun an area of 
floor taken up by something 
flop /flop/ noun 1. a failure o His new play 
was a complete flop and closed after only ten 
performances. O The film was a big hit in 
New York but was a flop in London. 2. a 
noise made when something that is not 
made of metal falls onto something else ■ 
verb 1. to fall or sit heavily, with your body 
relaxed O The lions lay flopped out in the 
shade of the trees. O She got back from the 
sales and flopped down on the sofa. 2. to be 
unsuccessful O The play was a big hit on 
Broadway but flopped in London. (NOTE: 
flopping - flopped) 

floppy /'fbpi/ adj which hangs down 
loosely O a floppy red hat O a white rabbit 
with long floppy ears. Synonym limp (NOTE: 
floppier - floppiest) ■ noun a floppy disk 
( informal ) o The data is available on 3.5 inch 
floppies. (NOTE: The plural is floppies.) 

© floppy disk /.flopi 'disk/ noun a small 
disk which can be put into a computer and 
removed 

flora /'fbiro/ noun the wild plants that grow 
in a particular area. Compare fauna (NOTE: 
The plural is flora.) 

floral /'floirol/ adj referring to flowers. Syn¬ 
onym flowery 

florid /'florid/ adj 1 . reddish in colour o His 
florid complexion suggested he drank a lot. 
2. with a complicated pattern or with too 
many details O I don’t like the florid style of 
Baroque architecture. O He writes in an un¬ 
pleasantly florid style. 

florist /'florist/ noun a person who sells 
flowers □ a florist’s a shop which sells flow¬ 


flower 

ers O She bought some roses at the florist’s 
(shop). 

floss /flos/ noun a thin thread of silk 
flotation /fbu'teiJ(o)n/ noun an act of 
selling shares in a company on the stock ex¬ 
change for the first time 
flotilla /fb'tib/ noun a group of small 
boats. Synonym fleet 

flotsam /'flotsam/ noun rubbish floating in 
the water. Synonym debris (NOTE: no 
plural) 

flounce /flauns/ noun a border of cloth 
which has many small folds and is attached 
to the edge of something such as a piece of 
clothing or a curtain ■ verb □ to flounce out 
to go out of a room in a way which shows 
you are impatient and annoyed O 77/ go all 
by myself ’ she said, and flounced out of the 
room. 

flounder 1 /'flaundo/ noun a type of small 
flat fish 

flounder 2 /'flaundo o'baut/ verb 1 . to 
move with difficulty O He saw her flounder¬ 
ing about in the water and realised she 
couldn’t swim. 2. to not be sure of an answer 
to a question O She started to flounder as 
soon as they started to ask her more techni¬ 
cal questions. 

© flour /flauo/ noun wheat grain crushed to 
powder, used for making food such as bread 
or cakes 

flourish /'flArijy noun 1 . a wide movement 
of the arm in the air O The conductor ended 
the concert with a flourish. 2. a large curve in 
handwriting O She signed her name with a 
flourish. (NOTE: The plural is flourishes.) ■ 
verb 1. to grow well; to do well o Palms 
flourish in hot countries. 2. to wave some¬ 
thing in the air O She came in with a big 
smile, flourishing a cheque. 
flourishing /'flAriJ’ir)/ adj which is doing 
well 

flout /flaut/ verb to pay no attention to 
something such as a rule. Synonym disobey. 
Antonym obey 

© flow /fbu/ noun the movement of things 
such as liquid or air, or of people O She tried 
to stop the flow of blood with a tight ban¬ 
dage. O There was a steady flow of visitors to 
the exhibition. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
floe.) ■ verb to move along smoothly o The 
river flows into the sea. O Traffic on the 
motorway is flowing smoothly. 
flow chart /'fbu tja:t/ noun a drawing 
which shows all the different operations in a 
process 

© flower /'flauo/ noun the colourful part of 
a plant, which attracts insects and then pro¬ 
duces fruit or seeds O a plant with bright yel¬ 
low flowers □ in flower covered with flowers 
O Go to Japan when the cherry trees are in 
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flower. ■ verb to produce flowers O a plant 
which flowers in early summer O The cherry 
trees flowered very late this year. 
flowerbed /'flauobed/ noun a piece of 
ground where flowers grow 
flowering /'flauorirj/ adj which is grown 
for flowers rather than fruit 
flowerpot /'flauopot/ noun a container to 
grow plants in 

flowery /'flauori/ adj 1. decorated with a 
pattern of flowers O a flowery dress O She 
chose some very flowery wallpaper. 2. using 
literary or emotional language O He wrote 
the most flowery thank-you letter. (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with floury.) 

(D flown /fbun/ £> fly 
fl. OZ. abbr fluid ounces 
(D flu /flu :/ noun a common illness like a bad 
cold, often with a high temperature (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with flew, flue. Note also 
that the full word is influenza.) 
fluctuate /'fUkt Jueit/ verb to rise and fall 
fluctuation /,flAktJ'u'eiJ(3)n/ noun a 
movement backwards and forwards or up and 
down. Synonym variation 
flue /flu:/ noun a pipe through which some¬ 
thing such as a gas can flow out of a building 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with flew, flu.) 
fluency /'fluionsi/ noun the fact of being 
fluent 

fluent /'fluiont/ adj able to speak easily; 
spoken easily 

fluff /flAf/ noun a soft mass of fibres or hair 
O She pulled the sofa away from the wall and 
saw all the fluff which had collected under it. 
Synonym fuzz ■ verb 1. to do something 
badly ( informal) o He fluffed his speech, and 
everyone laughed. 2. □ to fluff up cushions 
to shake cushions so that they become fat and 
full of air 

fluffy /'flAfi/ adj like fluff; covered with 
fluff 

fluid /'flund/ noun a liquid O You need to 
drink plenty of fluids in hot weather. ■ adj 
which is not fixed or settled O The situation 
is still fluid - nothing has been agreed yet. 
fluid ounce /,flu:id 'aims/ noun 1. a US 
unit of liquid measurement equal to 1/16 of a 
US pint or 29.57 ml 2. a UK unit of liquid 
measurement equal to 1/20 of an imperial 
pint or 28.41 ml 

fluke /fluik/ noun 1. a chance; lucky event 
O It was a pure fluke that I happened to be 
there when the phone rang. 2. a type of flat 
worm which lives in the liver of some ani¬ 
mals and cause illness O Their sheep were at¬ 
tacked by liver fluke. 
flung /flArj/ C> fling 

flunk /flArjk/ verb US to fail an examination 
or to make someone fail an examination ( in¬ 
formal) 


fly 

fluorescent /flu9'res(o)nt/ adj 1. giving 
off light when electric current is applied O 
We have fluorescent lighting in the office. 2. 
which seems to glow O She's bought a fluo¬ 
rescent pink tracksuit. 

fluorescent light /flu9'res(o)nt ,lait/ 
noun a very bright light consisting of a long 
glass tube containing fluorescent gas 
fluoridation /.fluori'deiJXojn/ noun add¬ 
ing fluoride to water to prevent tooth decay 
fluoride /'fluoraid/ noun a chemical sub¬ 
stance which is sometimes added to water or 
to toothpaste because it can protect your teeth 
flurry /'flAri/ noun 1. hurried excitement o 
In his flurry to leave he forgot to take his 
keys. 2. a sudden small fall of snow when 
there is a strong wind blowing O There will 
be snow flurries during the morning. (NOTE: 
The plural is flurries.) 

flush /f IaJ/ noun 1 . a red colour on the face 
O a flush of anger 2. a quick flow of water 3. 
(at cards) a hand in which all the cards are of 
the same suit O She is holding a flush. (NOTE: 
The plural is flushes.) ■ verb 1. to go red in 
the face O She flushed with pleasure when 
she heard the results. 2. □ to flush out to 
drive out of hiding O The army brought in 
helicopters to flush the guerrillas out of their 
mountain bases. ■ adj 1. □ flush with level 
with O The door must be flush with the wall. 
2. having plenty of money to spend (infor¬ 
mal) O I’ve just been paid, so I’m feeling 
very flush at the moment. 
flushed /flAjt/ adj red in the face 
fluster /'flASto/ verb to make someone feel 
confused. Synonym disconcert 
flustered /'flAstod/ adj confused. Syn¬ 
onym harassed. Antonym calm 
flute /fluit/ noun 1. a wind instrument held 
sideways, and played by blowing across a 
small hole near the end O She plays the flute 
in the local orchestra. 2. a tall narrow wine 
glass on a stem, used for serving champagne 
flutter /'flAto/ noun 1. a light movement, 
especially of wings O With a flutter of wings, 
the robin landed on the bird-table. 2. a small 
gamble (informal) o Sometimes I have a flut¬ 
ter at our local racetrack. 3. a very quick 
movement of the heart O We detected a slight 
heart flutter. ■ verb 1. to move wings 
quickly but with not a lot of force O The little 
bird fell out of its nest and fluttered to the 
ground. 2. to move softly and quickly O 
Dead leaves fluttered from the trees. O The 
flags fluttered in the breeze. 
flux /flAks/ noun 1. a situation which is not 
settled O The company seems to be in a state 
of flux. 2. a metal substance used for joining 
metal objects (NOTE: no plural) 

(D fly /flai/ verb 1. to move through the ab¬ 
using wings or to travel in a plane O When 
the cat came into the garden, the birds flew 
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fly-drive holiday 

away. O Some birds fly to Africa for the win¬ 
ter. O I’m flying to China next week. O He 
flies across the Atlantic twice a month. 2. to 
make a plane move through the air O The 
king was flying his own plane. 3. to move 
people or goods by plane from one place to 
another O They flew the injured skier home 
early. 4. to travel fast O I must fly if I want to 
get home by 6 o ’clock. O His daughter is al¬ 
ready two - how time flies! □ to fly into a 
rage or temper to become suddenly very an¬ 
gry 5. to have a flag up O The ship was flying 
the Russian flag. (NOTE: flying - flew /flu:/ 
- has flown /floun/) ■ noun 1. a small in¬ 
sect which lays its eggs on food O He tried to 
kill the fly with a newspaper. O Waiter, 
there’s a fly in my soup! 2. the front fastening 
on a pair of trousers O Look out - your fly’s 
undone. (NOTE: also called flies) 3. an object 
made in the shape of an insect and used when 
fishing (NOTE: [all noun senses] The plural 
is flies.) 

fly-drive holiday /'flai draiv .holidei/, 
fly-drive package /'flai draiv ,paskid 3 / 
noun a holiday where the traveller flies to an 
airport and has a rented car waiting for him 
or her to drive 

flyer /'flaio/ noun 1. a person who flies an 
aircraft O He was one of the first flyers to 
cross the Atlantic, t frequent flyer 2. a pa¬ 
per advertising something O They sent us a 
flyer about their home delivery service. 
fly fishing /'flai ,fijir)/ noun the sport of 
fishing using an object which looks like a fly 
to attract the fish 

flyhalf /'flaiha:f/ noun a player in the sport 
of rugby who runs fast and passes the ball 
(§> flying /'flaiig/ adj 1. which is flying in 
the air O a plague of flying ants 2. □ with fly¬ 
ing colours with great success O He passed 
his test with flying colours. ■ noun the action 
of going in a plane O He has a fear of flying. 
flying saucer /.flanrj 'soiso/ noun a fly¬ 
ing object which people claim to see and 
which they think comes from another planet 
flying start /.flaiig 'sta:t/ noun a good be¬ 
ginning to something such as a race, game or 
piece of work 

flying visit /.flaur) 'vizit/ noun a very 
short visit 

flyleaf /'flailiif/ noun an extra page with 
nothing printed on it at the begimiing or end 
of a book, often used for writing notes 
fly-on-the-wall /,flai on do 'woil/ adj 
filmed in a way that shows something as it 
really is or as it actually happens 
flyover /'flaiouvo/ noun a road which 
passes over another 

flypaper /'flaipeipo/ noun a long narrow 
piece of sticky paper for catching flies 


flypast /'flaipaist/ noun a flight of aircraft 
over a certain spot to celebrate something 
flyweight /'flaiweit/ noun the lightest 
weight in boxing, below bantamweight 
(D FM abbr frequency modulation o Radio 4 
is on 93.5 FM. 

foal /foul/ noun a young horse O The mare 
gently nudged her foal. ■ verb to give birth 
to a foal O The mare foaled last night. 
foam /foum/ noun a mass of small bubbles 
O This detergent makes a huge amount of 
foam. ■ verb to make a mass of small bub¬ 
bles O The waitress was carrying mugs of 
foaming beer. O The horse was foaming at 
the mouth after the race. □ to be foaming (at 
the mouth) (of a person) to be extremely an¬ 
gry O The MD was foaming (at the mouth) 
when he read the report in the paper. 
foam rubber /foum 'rAbo/ noun rubber in 
blocks with many little holes in it, e.g. used 
for the seat of a chair 

fob /fob/ verb □ to fob someone off with 
something to persuade someone to accept 
something which they do not really want 
focal /'fouk(o)l/ adj referring to a focus. 
Synonym principal. Antonym peripheral 
focal length /,fouk(o)l 'lerjG/ noun the 
distance between the centre of an optical lens 
and the focus 

focal point /'fouk(o)l point/ noun a point 
which everything is focused on. Antonym 

periphery 

(D focus /'foukos/ noun 1. a point where 
rays of light from an object meet O The focus 
of the beam is a point 20 metres from the 
spotlight. 2. (of a photograph) a point where 
the details of the photograph are clear and 
sharp O Adjust the focus so as to get a clear 
picture. □ in focus clear □ out of focus not 
clear 3. the centre of attention O The director 
brought the star actress to the front of the 
stage, so that the focus of the audience’s at¬ 
tention would be on her. ■ verb 1 . to change 
so as to be able to see clearly o He focused 
his telescope on a ship on the horizon. 2. □ to 
focus on something to look closely at some¬ 
thing; to concentrate on something O The 
editorial focuses on the economic situation. 
O The paper is focusing on the problems of 
the TV star’s marriage. 
focused /'foukost/ adj concentrating on 
one thing and giving it all your attention 
focus group /'foukos gruip/ noun a rep¬ 
resentative group of people who are ques¬ 
tioned about their opinions as part of political 
or market research 

fodder /'fodo/ noun plants such as grass 
which are grown and given to animals as 
food 

foe /fou/ noun an enemy or opponent (for¬ 
mal) Synonym adversary. Antonym friend 


foetal 


326 


foetal /'fi:t(3)l/ adj referring to a foetus 
(NOTE: The US spelling is fetal) 
foetal position /'fi:t(o)l p3,zif(a)n/ noun 
the position of a person who is lying curled 
up on his or her side, like a baby inside the 
mother’s body 

foetus /'fittos/ noun a baby human or ani¬ 
mal which has not been bom but is develop¬ 
ing from an embryo inside the womb (NOTE: 
The plural is foetuses. The US spelling is 

fetus.) 

® fog /fDg/ noun a thick mist made up of 
millions of drops of water 
fogbound /'fDgbaund/ adj prevented from 
travelling because of fog 
foggy /'fogi/ adj 1 . covered in fog O It’s of¬ 
ten foggier than this in November. O They 
drove slowly along the foggy streets. O It's 
dangerous to drive fast when it’s foggy. 2. □ 
not to have the foggiest (idea) to know 
nothing at all (informal) o She hadn 7 the 
foggiest idea how to get to the airport. 
(NOTE: foggier - foggiest) 
foghorn /'foghorn/ noun an object which 
makes a loud noise in order to warn boats in 
fog 

foglamp /'fDgkemp/, foglight /'frtglait/ 
noun a very bright car light used in fog 
foible /'foib(o)l/ noun a particular way of 
behaving which someone has and which may 
seem unusual or annoying to other people 
foil /foil/ noun 1. a thin metal sheet 2. a per¬ 
son who is quite different from another and 
so makes the other’s qualities stand out O 
Laurel and Hardy were perfect foils for each 
other. ■ verb to stop a plan from being put 
into effect O The bank robbery was foiled by 
the police. Synonym prevent 
foist /foist/ verb □ to foist something on 
someone to force someone to accept some¬ 
thing which they do not want 
3) fold /fould/ noun 1. a bend or line in 
something such as paper or cloth, when two 
parts are pressed together 2. a part of a piece 
of paper which has been folded O The picture 
is printed on the inside fold. 3. a piece of 
something such as cloth or skin which hangs 
down loosely O She wanted the surgeon to 
remove the folds of skin under her chin. ■ 
verb 1 . to bend something so that one part is 
on top of another O Fold the piece of paper in 
half. O He folded the newspaper and put it 
into his briefcase. 2. □ to fold your arms to 
cross your anns in front of your body O He 
sat on the stage with his arms folded, looking 
furious. 3. (of a business) to fail and have to 
close down O His business folded last De¬ 
cember. O The company folded with debts of 
over £lm. 

-fold /fould/ suffix times O fourfold 


following 

folder /'fouldo/ noun 1. an envelope made 
of thin card or plastic and used for holding 
papers 2. a group of computer files stored to¬ 
gether under the same name 
folding /’fouldir)/ adj which can be folded 
fold up /,fould 'Ap/ verb to bend something 
over to make it take up a smaller area than 
before 

foliage /'fouliid 3 / noun leaves on a tree or 
plant 

(D folk /fouk/ noun people (NOTE: Folk 
takes a plural verb. The plural form folks is 
also used.) 

folk dance /'fouk da:ns/ noun a tradi¬ 
tional dance 

folk dancing /'fouk .dainsig/ noun danc¬ 
ing traditional dances 

folklore /'foukb :/ noun traditional stories 
and beliefs 

folk music /'fouk ,mju:zik/ noun the tra¬ 
ditional music of a people 
folks /fouks/ noun people □ my folks my 
family O My folks come from Dorset. O Wait 
till I tell my folks about it! 
folk song /'fouk sor)/ noun a traditional 
country song 

folk tale /'fouk teil/ noun a traditional 
story passed down from one generation to the 
next 

follicle /'fDlik(o)l/ noun a small hole in the 
skin out of which a hair grows. Synonym sac 
® follow /'fdou/ verb 1. to come after or 
behind O The group followed the guide round 
the town. O What follows B in the alphabet? 
O The dog followed the man across the field. 
O I had the impression I was being followed. 
2. to do what someone tells you to do o She 
followed the instructions on the tin of paint. 
O He made the cake following a recipe in the 
newspaper. □ follow suit to do what every¬ 
one else does O She jumped into the pool and 
everyone else followed suit. 3. to be certain 
because of something O Just because I lent 
you money yesterday, it doesn ’t follow that I 
will lend you some every time you ask. O If 
the owner of the shop is arrested by the po¬ 
lice, it follows that his business is likely to 
close. 4. to understand O I can’t follow the 
instructions. O I don’t quite follow you - you 
want me to drive you all the way to Edin¬ 
burgh? 5. to go along a certain route O Fol¬ 
low the path and turn left at the crossroads. 
□ to follow a career in medicine to train as a 
doctor 6. □ as follows ... as in the following 
list O When you reach the centre of town, you 
should do as follows. 

follower /'fobuo/ noun a supporter. Syn¬ 
onym supporter 

(D following /'fobuig/ adj which comes 
next O They arrived on Friday and the fol¬ 
lowing day she became ill. O Look at the fol- 
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lowing picture. Antonym previous ■ prep 
after O Following his death, his son sold the 
family house. 

follow up /'folou Ap/ verb to find out more 
about something or to research something 
further O The police followed up their enqui¬ 
ries by interviewing the woman’s husband. O 
That’s an interesting idea - it might be worth 
following it up. 

follow-up /'folou Ap/ adj which follows 
something sent earlier 

folly /'foli/ noun 1. silly behaviour o It was 
utter folly to go out in a small boat in a storm 
like that. 2. a strange building, built to create 
an effect and with no practical use O He built 
a gothic folly on the hill overlooking his 
house. (NOTE: The plural is follies.) 

(D fond /fond/ adj 1. liking someone or 
something very much 2. □ in the fond hope 
hoping very much that something will hap¬ 
pen, although you do not think it will 
fondle /'fDnd(o)l/ verb to stroke in a loving 
way. Synonym massage 
fondly /'fondli/ adv in a way which shows 
you are fond of someone or something 
font /font/ noun 1. a bowl holding holy wa¬ 
ter for the ceremony of baptism in a church O 
The church has an 11th century font. 2. (in 
printing) a set of characters all of the same 
size and appearance 

<D food /fu:d/ noun things which you eat o 
This hotel is famous for its food. O Do you 
like German food? □ to give someone food 
for thought to make someone think carefully 
food chain /'fu:d tjein/ noun a series of 
living things which pass energy from one to 
another as each is eaten by the next. For ex¬ 
ample, grass is eaten by small animals, which 
are then eaten by larger animals, and so on 
food poisoning /'fu:d ,poiz(o)nir)/ noun 
an illness caused by eating food which is 
contaminated with bacteria 
food processor /'fu:d .prouseso/ noun a 
machine used in preparing food, e.g. for cut¬ 
ting or mixing it 

foodstuff /'fuidstAfs/ noun something 
which can be used as food 
fool /fu:l/ noun 1. a stupid person o You 
fool! Why didn ’t you put the brakes on? O I 
was a fool to think that I could make her 
change her mind. □ to make a fool of your¬ 
self to behave in a silly way 2. a type of 
sweet food made from fruit and cream O She 
made some gooseberry fool. ■ verb 1. □ to 
fool about or around to play around in a 
silly way o Stop fooling around with that 
knife - you ’re going to have an accident. 2. 
to trick someone O They fooled the old lady 
into letting them into her house. O You can’t 
fool me -1 know you ’re not really ill. □ you 
could have fooled me I find it hard to be¬ 


lieve O She says she did her best - well, you 
could have fooled me! ■ adj stupid ( informal) 
foolhardy /'fuilhaidi/ adj brave, but taking 
unnecessary risks. Antonym sensible 
foolish /'fuiliJV adj stupid. Synonym ridic¬ 
ulous. Antonym wise 
foolishly /'fuilijli/ adv stupidly 
foolishness /'fuilijnos/ noun behaviour 
which is extremely foolish 
foolproof /'fuilpruif/ adj extremely sim¬ 
ple, so that anyone could use it safely and 
successfully 

(D foot /f ut/ noun 1. the end part of your leg 
on which you stand O She has very small feet. 
O Watch out, you trod on my foot! □ on foot 
walking □ to find your feet to become confi¬ 
dent ( informal) O She’s been with us three 
months now and has really found her feet. □ 
to put your foot in it to say something em¬ 
barrassing O He really put his foot in it when 
he said that the mayor’s wife was fat. □ to 
put your feet up to rest; to retire from work, 
t wrong 2. the bottom part; the end o There 
is a door at the foot of the stairs. O There are 
traffic lights at the foot of the hill. O Sign the 
document at the foot of the page. 3. a mea¬ 
surement of how long something is (= 12 
inches or approximately 30 cm) O The table 
is four foot or four feet long. O She’s almost 
six foot tall. O I’m five foot seven (5’7). * 
inch (NOTE: The plural is feet. As a mea¬ 
surement foot often has no plural form: six 
foot tall; three foot wide. With numbers 
foot is also often written with the symbol ’: a 
6’ ladder, he is 5’ 6: say ‘he’s five foot six’.) 
■ verb □ to foot the bill to pay the bill O / 
found I had to foot the bill for the Christmas 
party. O to put your foot down 1. to say 
firmly that something is not allowed O You 
must put your foot down and stop this habit 
of everyone arriving late. 2. to make a car go 
faster O The taxi driver put his foot down and 
got us to the airport in time. 
footage /'futid 3 / noun a piece of film 
showing an event (NOTE: no plural) 
foot and mouth disease /,fut on 'mauO 
di,zi:z/ noun a disease of cows, pigs, sheep 
and goats which spreads very easily from one 
animal to another 

(D football /'futboil/ noun 1. a ball used for 
kicking; the ball used in the various games of 
football O They were kicking a football 
around in the street. 2. a game played be¬ 
tween two teams of eleven players with a 
round ball which can be kicked or headed, 
but not carried O They went to a football 
match. O The children were playing foot¬ 
ball in the street. O Let’s have a game of 
football. O He spends all his time watching 
football on TV. O He’s got a new pair of foot¬ 
ball boots. Also called soccer (NOTE: The 
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forbidden 


US term is soccer to avoid confusion with 

American football.) 

footballer /'futboilo/ noun a person who 
plays football 

football supporter /'futboil so.porto/ 
noun a person who encourages a football 
team 

footbrake /'futbreik/ noun a part of a ma¬ 
chine or car which you press with your foot 
in order to stop 

footbridge /'futbnc^/ noun a small bridge 
for people to walk across, and not for 
vehicles 

footer /'futs/ noun words or page numbers 
printed at the bottom of a page. Compare 

header 

foothills /'futhilz/ plural noun the lower 
slopes of a group of mountains O the foothills 
of the Alps 

foothold /'futhauld/ noun 1 . a place where 
you can put your foot when climbing O He 
hung in the air at the end of a rope, trying to 
get a foothold. 2. a small position on which 
you can build O They gained a foothold in the 
Spanish market. 

footie /'futi/ noun same as football o We 
had a game of footie on the beach. 
footing /'futnj/ noun 1. a safe place for 
your feet O She lost her footing on the cliff 
path, and fell fifty feet into the sea. 2. □ to be 
on an equal footing with someone to be at 
the same stage or level as someone o All ap¬ 
plicants are on an equal footing. □ to put 
things on a firm footing to make things 
solid O We want to make sure the business is 
on a firm footing. 

footlights /'futlaits/ plural noun a row of 
lights along the front of the stage in a theatre 
footman /'futmon/ noun a male servant 
(NOTE: The plural is footmen.) 
footnote /'futnout/ noun an explanation at 
the bottom of a page, referring to something 
on the page 

foot passenger /'fut ,paesind 3 o/ noun a 
passenger on a ferry who is not travelling 
with a car 

footpath /'futpa:0/ noun a path for people 
to walk on, but not to ride on 
footprint /'futprint/ noun 1 . a mark left by 
the foot on the ground O They followed the 
footprints in the snow to the cave. 2. an area 
covered by something O The computer has a 
relatively small footprint. O A warehouse 
with a footprint of over 50,000 square feet. 
footrest /'futrest/ noun a low bar on which 
you can rest your feet 

Footsie /'futsi/ noun an index of prices on 
the London Stock Exchange, based on 100 
leading shares. Full form Financial Times 
Stock Exchange 100 index 


footstep /'futstep/ noun 1. a sound made 
by a foot touching the ground O We heard 
soft footsteps along the corridor. 2. □ to fol¬ 
low in someone’s footsteps to do what 
someone did before O He's following in his 
father’s footsteps and going in for a legal 
career. 

footstool /'futstuil/ noun a small piece of 
furniture in the shape of a box on which you 
can rest your feet. Synonym footrest 
footwear /'futweo/ noun articles of cloth¬ 
ing worn on your feet, such as boots or shoes 
(NOTE: no plural) 

footwork /'futw3ik/ noun a way of using 
your feet, especially in sports (NOTE: no 
plural) 

(D for /fo, foil prep 1. showing the purpose 
or use of something O This plastic bag is for 
the apples. O What’s that key for'? □ what 
did she say that for? why did she say that? □ 
for example, for instance to mention one 
thing among many O Some animals, for ex¬ 
ample polar bears, are not used to hot 
weather. 2. showing why something is given 
O What did you get for your birthday? O 
What shall we buy her for Christmas? 3. 
showing the person who receives something 
O There was no mail for you this morning. O 
I’m making a cup of tea for my mother. 4. 
showing how long something happens O He 
has gone to France for two days. O We’ve 
been waiting here for hours. 5. showing dis¬ 
tance O You can see for miles from the top of 
the hill. O The motorway goes for kilometres 
without any service stations. 6. showing 
where someone or something is going O Is 
this the plane for Edinburgh? O When is the 
next bus for Oxford Circus? 7. in exchange 
for something O She gave me £10 for the sil¬ 
ver spoon. O That old computer is no use -1 
wouldn’t give you anything for it. 8. in sup¬ 
port of; in order to get O We ’re striking for 
higher pay. 9. in the place of someone O Can 
you write this letter for me? 10. with the pur¬ 
pose of O to go for a walk O He was running 
for the bus. O All these items are for sale. 
forage /'for^/ noun crops grown for food 
for animals such as horses and cattle O for¬ 
age crops such as clover and hay ■ verb to 
search for food or supplies O They spent the 
day foraging for food in the jungle. Synonym 
look for 

foray /'forei/ noun a sudden attack. Syn¬ 
onym raid 

forbid /fo'bid/ verb to tell someone not to 
do something O The staff are forbidden to 
use the front entrance. Synonym prohibit 
(NOTE: forbidding - forbade /fo'basd/ - 
forbidden /fo'bid(o)n/) 
forbidden /fo'bid(o)n/ adj which is not al¬ 
lowed O Father’s new rock garden is forbid¬ 
den territory to the children. 


forbidding 

forbidding /fs'bidir)/ adj which looks 
frightening or dangerous 
® force /fois/ noun 1 . strength or power o 
The force of the wind blew some tiles off the 
roof O The police had to use force to restrain 
the crowd. 2. an organised group of people O 
He served in the police force for twenty 
years. 3. □ to have the force of law to be re¬ 
quired legally ■ verb to make someone do 
something O He was forced to stop smoking. 
O You can’t force me to go if I don’t want to. 
forced /foist/ adj 1 . done because someone 
made you do it O His lawyer said that his 
confession was forced. 2. artificial; not real O 
He gave a rather forced laugh. 
forced landing /foist 'frendir)/ noun a 
quick landing of an aircraft because some¬ 
thing is wrong 

forceful /'foisf(o)l/ adj strong or powerful 
forcefully /'foisf(o)li/ adv strongly or with 
a lot of force 

forceps /'foiseps/ plural noun a medical 
tool consisting of two long flat pieces joined 
together, used by doctors in medical opera¬ 
tions O He needed forceps to deliver the 
baby. 

forcible /'foisib(s)l/ adj done by or with 
force 

forcibly /'foisibli/ adv using force 
ford /fold/ noun a part of a river where you 
can walk or drive across through the water 
because it is not deep O We drove slowly and 
carefully across the ford, as the water flow 
was quite strong. Synonym shallows ■ verb 
to cross a river at a ford O The army forded 
the river and advanced on the capital. 
fore /foi/ noun 1. □ to come to the fore to 
become important O He first came to the fore 
during the student riots of 1968. 2. the front 
part of a ship or plane ■ adj, adv in the front 
part of a ship or plane □ fore and aft the 
front and back of a plane or ship O The toilets 
are located fore and aft. ■ prefix in front; be¬ 
fore O forearmed O to foresee 
forearm noun /'foiraim/ the part of the 
arm between the hand and the elbow O 
The dog put his paw on her forearm. ■ 
verb /foir'aim/ □ to be forearmed to be 
prepared before a difficult situation happens, 
b forewarned 

forebears /'foibesz/ plural noun all the 
people in your family who have lived before 
you ( formal ) o His forebears came from Rus¬ 
sia in the 18th century. 
foreboding /foi'bsudig/ noun a feeling 
that something bad will happen. Synonym 
premonition 

forecast /'foikaist/ noun a description of 
what you think will happen in the future O 
His forecast of sales turned out to be com¬ 
pletely accurate. Synonym prediction ■ 


Foreign Office 

verb to say what will happen in the future o 
They are forecasting storms for the south 
coast. O They forecast a rise in the number of 
tourists. Synonym predict (NOTE: forecast¬ 
ing - forecast) 

forecaster /'foikaists/ noun a person who 
says what will happen in the future, espe¬ 
cially what sort of weather there will be 
foreclose /foi'klsuz/ verb to take away 
property because the owner cannot pay back 
money which he or she has borrowed to buy 
it ( formal) 

forecourt /'foikoit/ noun an open area in 
front of a building 

forefather /'foifaids/ noun an ancestor 
forefinger /'foifiggs/ noun the index fin¬ 
ger; the first finger next to the thumb 
forefoot /'foifut/ noun the front foot of an 
animal 

forefront /'foifrAnt/ noun the most ad¬ 
vanced position □ to be in the forefront of a 
campaign to be a leader of a campaign o 
They are in the forefront of the campaign to 
save whales. 

forego /foi'gsu/ verb to do without (for¬ 
mal) (NOTE: forewent - has foregone) 
foregone conclusion /.foigmi ksn- 
'klu 13 ( 9 ) 11 / noun something which will defi¬ 
nitely happen as a result of something else 
foreground /'foigraund/ noun a part of a 
picture which seems nearest the front. Syn¬ 
onym forefront 

forehand /'foihasnd/ adj played with the 
palm of the hand facing forwards, in sports 
such as tennis. Antonym backhand 
forehead /'fond, 'foihed/ noun the part of 
the front of the head between the eyes and the 
hair 

(D foreign /'form/ adj 1 . not from your own 
country O There are lots of foreign medical 
students at our college. 2. something which 
you are not used to or cannot understand O 
The concept of punctuation and grammar is 
completely foreign to her. 
foreign body /,fDrin 'bodi/ noun some¬ 
thing which should not be there, such as a 
piece of dust in your eye 
foreigner /'forms/ noun a person who 
does not come from the same country as you 
foreign exchange /.forsn iks'tjeind 3 / 
noun the process or practice of changing the 
money of one country for money of another 
foreign language /.form 'laer)gwid 3 / 
noun a language spoken by people in or from 
another country 

Foreign Office /'form ,Dfis/ noun the 
British government department dealing with 
relations with other countries (NOTE: In other 
countries this is the Foreign Ministry, and 
in the USA the State Department.) 
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Foreign Secretary 

Foreign Secretary /.form 'sekrit(3)ri/ 
noun the British government minister in 
charge of the Foreign Office (NOTE: In other 
countries this is the Foreign Minister, and 
in the USA the Secretary of State.) 
foreleg /'foileg/ noun the front leg of an 
animal 

foreman /'foimon/ noun 1. (in a factory) a 
skilled worker in charge of several other 
workers o The foreman came to make a com¬ 
plaint to the manager. 2. □ foreman of a 
jury the person elected by the other members 
of the jury to tell the court what they have de¬ 
cided O The foreman of the jury stood up and 
declared the prisoner ‘guilty ’. 
foremost /'foimoust/ adj, adv first; most 
important □ first and foremost first of all, 
the most important thing is O First and fore¬ 
most we need to get the costs under control. 
forensic /fo'rensik/ adj referring to the 
scientific solving of crimes 
forensics /fo'rensiks/ noun scientific 
methods used for solving crimes 
forerunner /'foirAno/ noun a person or 
thing coming before another more important 
or advanced one 

foresee /fo:'si:/ verb to have a strong feel¬ 
ing that something will happen in the future 
although you cannot be sure that it will. Syn¬ 
onym anticipate (NOTE: foreseeing - fore¬ 
saw /foi'so:/ - has foreseen) 
foreseeable /fo:'si:ob(3)l/ adj which can 
be foreseen □ for the foreseeable future as 
far in the future as you can imagine O I will 
certainly stay here for the foreseeable future. 
foreshadow /foi'Jaedou/ verb to be a 
warning or sign of something that may 
happen 

foresight /'foisait/ noun the ability to see 
what will probably happen in the future; the 
ability to plan for emergencies 
foreskin /'foiskin/ noun the fold of skin 
covering the tip of the penis 
(D forest /'fDrist/ noun a large area covered 
with trees O The country is covered with 
thick forests. O In dry weather there ’s a dan¬ 
ger offorest fires. O In winter bears come out 
of the forest to search for food. Synonym 
woods (NOTE: In Britain forest is now usu¬ 
ally used with names: Sherwood Forest, 
the New Forest.) 

forestall /foi'stoil/ verb to think about 
what someone may do and try to stop them. 
Synonym prevent 

forested /'foristid/ adj with many trees 
growing there 

forestry /'fonstri/ noun the work of look¬ 
ing after a forest 

foretell /fo:'tel/ verb to say what will hap¬ 
pen in the future (literary). Synonym predict 
(NOTE: foretelling - foretold /foi'tould/) 


forget 

forethought /'fo:0o:t/ noun the practice of 
planning for the future; thinking ahead. Syn¬ 
onym anticipation 

for ever /for 'evo/ adv 1 . always o I will 
love you for ever and ever. O The good times 
have gone for ever. 2. something which you 
shout, e.g. to show support for a team. O 
Scotland for ever! 

forever /foir'evo/ adv 1 . always o I will 
love you forever. O He’s forever making a 
noise. 2. a very long time O It took us forever 
to get to the hotel. 

forewarn /foi'woin/ verb to warn about 
something that is going to happen 
forewarned /foi'woind/ adj warned about 
something before it happens □ forewarned is 
forearmed if you know that trouble is going 
to happen, then you can make preparations to 
deal with it 

foreword /'fo:w3id/ noun a short section 
at the beginning of a book, usually written by 
a person who is not the author, introducing 
the book and its author to the reader. Syn¬ 
onym preface 

forfeit /'fo:fit/ noun a thing taken away as a 
punishment O You have to pay a forfeit if you 
answer wrongly. ■ adj which is to be offi¬ 
cially taken away O The goods were declared 
forfeit. ■ verb to lose something, especially 
as a punishment O She forfeited her deposit. 

(D forgave /fo'geiv/i> forgive 
forge /fo:d 3 / verb 1 . to copy something il¬ 
legally O He forged the signature on the 
cheque. O The new design of the banknotes 
makes them difficult to forge. 2. □ to forge 
ahead to go forward quickly; to progress O 
The wind blew harder and the yacht forged 
ahead. O We are forging ahead with our new 
project. ■ noun a place where metal objects 
are made by heating the metal until it is soft 
and then forming it into a shape, e.g. with a 
hammer O The blacksmith was hammering 
away in his forge. 

forger /'fo:d 3 o/ noun a person who copies 
something illegally 

forgery /'fo^ori/ noun 1 . the action of 
making an illegal copy O He was sent to 
prison for forgery. (NOTE: no plural) 2. an il¬ 
legal copy O The signature proved to be a 
forgery. (NOTE: The plural is forgeries) 

(D forget /f o'get/ verb 1 . not to remember o 
He’s forgotten the name of the restaurant. O 
I've forgotten how to play chess. O She forgot 
all about her doctor’s appointment. O Don’t 
forget we ’re having lunch tomorrow. O Great 
scenes at home -1forgot my wife’s birthday! 
2. to leave something behind O When he left 
the office he forgot his car keys. 3. □ forget 
about it! do not worry about it! (NOTE: for¬ 
getting - forgot /fo'gDt/ - has forgotten 
/fo'gDt(3)n/) 
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forgetful 

forgetful /fo'getf(o)l/ adj often unable to 
remember 

forgetfulness /fo'getf(o)lnos/ noun the 
characteristic of being forgetful 
forget-me-not /fo'get mi: not/ noun a 
small blue flower 

<D forgive /fo'giv/ verb to stop being angry 
with someone O Don’t worry about it -1 for¬ 
give you! O Will she ever forgive me for for¬ 
getting her birthday? Antonym blame 
(NOTE: forgiving - forgave /fo'geiv/ - has 
forgiven) 

forgiveness /fo'givnos/ noun the act of 
forgiving 

forgiving /fo'givig/ adj 1. having a ten¬ 
dency to forgive 2. allowing for some 
imperfection 

forgo /foi'gou/ verb to do without 
something 

for good /fo 'gud/ adv for ever 
forgotten /fo'got^jn/ » forget 
(D fork /folk/ noun 1. an object with a han¬ 
dle at one end and several sharp points at the 
other, used for picking things up, especially 
when eating O Don’t try to eat Chinese food 
with a knife and fork. O It’s polite to use a 
fork to eat cake - don’t use your fingers. 2. a 
Y-shaped road junction, or one of the roads 
leading from it O Take the left fork towards 
the castle and our house is on the right. 3. a 
place where a branch joins a tree trunk ■ 
verb 1. to turn off a road o Fork left at the 
next crossroads. 2. to split into two parts O 
The railway line forks at Crewe and one 
branch goes to the coast. 3. □ to fork out to 
pay for something, usually unwillingly (infor¬ 
mal) O She didn ’t bring any money, so I had 
to fork out for the whole meal. 
forked /foikt/ adj divided, particularly into 
two branches 

fork-lift truck /,fo:k lift 'trAk/ noun a 
type of small tractor with two metal arms in 
front, used in warehouses to lift and move 
pallets 

forlorn /fo'loin/ adj 1. left alone and feeling 
sad O She stood all forlorn on the platform, 
watching the train leave. 2. □ forlorn hope a 
very slight hope O We ’ll try searching again, 
but I think it’s a forlorn hope. 

(1) form /fo:m/ noun 1. a shape O a decora¬ 
tion in the form of a ring 2. a paper with 
blank spaces which you have to write in 3. a 
state or condition O Their team wasn’t in top 
form and lost. □ in good form in a good 
mood; very amusing O She’s in good form to¬ 
day. □ off form or out of form not perform¬ 
ing very well O He’s off form at the moment 
- he needs more practice. 4. a class, usually 
in a secondary school O She’s in the top form. 
■ verb 1. to make O The children formed a 
circle. O Form a queue here, please. 2. □ 


formed of made of O The team is formed of 
ex-students. 3. to organise or start something 
O The factory decided to form a football 
team. O They got together and formed a club. 
4. to start to exist O Ice formed on the car 
windows. 

(D formal /'fo:m(o)l/ adj 1. done according 
to certain rules O The formal opening cere¬ 
mony was performed by the mayor. 2. using 
correct or official ways of doing things O We 
made a formal offer for the house yesterday. 
3. serious and conventional in style; suitable 
for special or official occasions. Antonym 
informal 

formalise /'foimolaiz/, formalize verb to 
make a situation official 
(D formality /foi'mseliti/ noun a thing 
which has to be done to obey the law or be¬ 
cause it is the custom (NOTE: The plural is 
formalities.) 

formally /'foimoli/ adv according to rules; 
done with ceremony 

(D format /'foimast/ noun 1 . a shape or size 
that something is made in O What format do 
you want your invitations printed in? 2. the 
measurements of a page or book O Printers 
can handle all sorts of book formats. 3. the 
style of a computer disk O My computer 
can’t read that disk - it’s the wrong format. 
■ verb 1 . □ to format a document to ar¬ 
range text on a computer, so that it is ready 
for final printing O Style sheets are used to 
format documents. 2. to prepare a computer 
disk so that it is ready to receive data O You 
have to format the disk before you can save 
data on it. (NOTE: formatting - formatted) 

(D formation /fo:'meiJ(9)n/ noun 1. the 
forming of something O The formation of ice 
occurs at temperatures below zero. 2. a 
shape O a beautiful cloud formation □ in for¬ 
mation in a set pattern O The geese were fly¬ 
ing in a Vformation. 

formative /'foimotiv/ adj important for the 
or development of something 
CD former /'foimo/ adj referring to a per¬ 
son’s or thing’s identity or role at an earlier 
time O a former army officer O The former 
champion came last in the race. Synonym 
previous ■ noun □ the former the first per¬ 
son or thing mentioned (of two) O Mr Smith 
and Mr Jones are both directors, but the for¬ 
mer has been with the company longer. 
formerly /'foimoli/ adv at an earlier time. 
Synonym previously 

formidable /'fo:midob(9)l/ adj 1. frighten¬ 
ingly difficult O Climbing Everest is a formi¬ 
dable feat. 2. very strong O The town is 
protected by formidable walls and gates. 3. 
(of a person) very impressive o The college 
principal is a formidable woman. 

(D formula /'foimjulo/ noun 1. a statement 
of a scientific fact, often shown by means of 


formulaic 
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symbols O The chemical formula of carbon 
dioxide is C0 2 . O The drug is made to a se¬ 
cret formula. 2. □ a formula for disaster 
something which will certainly lead to prob¬ 
lems O The management's approach is a for¬ 
mula for disaster. 3. a series of set words to 
express something O the formula to start a 
letter to the Queen (NOTE: [all senses] The 
plural is formulae /'foimjuli:/.) 
formulaic /.foimju'lenk/ adj 1. expressed 
as, or having the nature of, a formula 2. cre¬ 
ated according to existing models or ideas, 
and therefore not very original or exciting 
© formulate /'foimjuleit/ verb 1. to ex¬ 
press an idea clearly O He had some difficulty 
in formulating his ideas. 2. to develop some¬ 
thing such as a plan or way of doing some¬ 
thing carefully 

formulation ^foimju'leiJXaJn/ noun the 
process of devising something, or expressing 
something clearly 

forsake /fo'seik/ verb to leave someone or 
something behind, t god-forsaken. Syn¬ 
onym abandon. Antonym support (NOTE: 
forsook /foi'suk/ - has forsaken) 

fort /fo it/ noun 1. a strong army building 
which can be defended against enemy attacks 
O The soldiers rode out of the fort. O He was 
posted to a fort in the desert. 2. □ to hold the 
fort to be in charge while someone is away O 
They went away on holiday and left me hold¬ 
ing the fort. 

forte /'foitei/ noun a particular ability, or 
the subject you are best in O History is not 
my forte. Synonym strong point. Antonym 
failing ■ adv (of music) played loudly 
© forth /fo:0/ adv 1. forwards □ back and 
forth backwards and forwards o I’m fed up 
with comm uting back and forth across town 
every day. 2. □ to go forth or to set forth to 
go out and onwards O The expedition set 
forth in May. □ to hold forth about some¬ 
thing to talk without stopping about some¬ 
thing O My father was holding forth about 
the government. 

forthcoming /foiO'kAmir)/ adj 1. soon to 
come O His forthcoming novel will be about 
London. O No government grant is forthcom¬ 
ing. 2. talkative; full of information O She 
wasn ’t very forthcoming about her plans. 
forthright /'foiOrait/ adj direct and blunt. 
Antonym timid 

forthwith /fo:0'wi0/ adv immediately. 
Antonym later 

fortification /.foitifi'keiJXojn/ noun the 
process of making something strong O He 
drew up plans for the fortification of the 
presidential palace. 

fortifications /.foitifi'keiJXojnz/ plural 
noun walls or towers built to defend a city o 
Archaeologists have uncovered remains of 
the Roman fortifications. 


fortify /'foitifai/ verb 1. to make a place 
strong, so that it can be defended against at¬ 
tack 2. □ to fortify yourself with something 
to eat or drink something to make you able to 
continue 

fortitude /'foititjuid/ noun bravery and 
determination ( formal ) 

© fortnight /'foitnait/ noun two weeks 
(NOTE: not used in American English) 
fortnightly /'foitnaitli/ adj, adv once ev¬ 
ery two weeks O a fortnightly visit to the 
doctor 

fortress /'foitros/ noun a strong castle 
(NOTE: The plural is fortresses.) 
fortuitous /fo:'tjuntos/ adj happening by 
chance and having a good result 
© fortunate /'foitjonot/ adj lucky 
© fortunately /'foitjonotli/ adv by good 
luck O Fortunately, he had remembered to 
take an umbrella. O He was late getting to 
the airport, but fortunately the flight had 
been delayed. 

© fortune /'foit/on/ noun 1. a large 
amount of money O He won a fortune on the 
lottery. O She made a fortune on the stock 
market. O She left her fortune to her three 
children. □ to cost a fortune to cost a lot of 
money O That shop has shoes that cost a for¬ 
tune. t small 2. what will happen in the fu¬ 
ture □ to tell someone’s fortune to say what 
will happen to someone in the future O She 
tells fortunes from cards. 3. luck; chance O 
She had the good fortune to be picked for the 
England team. 

fortune-teller /'foitjon ,teb/ noun a per¬ 
son who says what will happen in the future, 
e.g. by looking at cards or lines on your hand. 
Synonym clairvoyant 

fortune-telling /'foitjon .telip/ noun the 
activity of telling people what will happen in 
the future, e.g. by looking at cards, tea leaves 
or lines on the hand 

(J) forty /'foiti/ noun the number 40 o She’s 
forty (years old). O He has more than forty 
pairs of shoes. □ he’s in his forties he is be¬ 
tween 40 and 49 years old □ the (nineteen) 
forties (1940s) the period from 1940 to 1949 
forty winks /,fo:ti 'wirjks/ noun a very 
short sleep (informal). Synonym nap 
© forum /'foirom/ noun an occasion when 
matters of general interest can be discussed 
© forward /'foiwod/ adj moving in the di¬ 
rection that someone or something is facing 
O She made a forward pass across the field 
to the winger. ■ adv 1 . in the direction that 
someone or something is facing O She bent 
forward to hear what he had to say. O He 
took two steps forward. O The policeman 
made a sign with his hand and the cars began 
to go fonvard. 2. advanced O Unfortunately, 
we’re no further forward with our project. 3. 


333 


four 


forwarding address 

towards the future □ to look forward to 
something to think happily about something 
which is going to happen O I’m looking for¬ 
ward to my holidays. O He isn ’t looking for¬ 
ward to his exams. O I'm looking forward to 
seeing her again. 4. □ from that day for¬ 
ward from that time on ■ verb to send a let¬ 
ter on to another address O The bank 
forwarded the cheque to his house in the 
country. ■ noun a player in a team whose job 
is to attack the other side O The England de¬ 
fence came under attack from the Brazilian 
forwards. 

forwarding address /'foiwsdig a.dres/ 
noun an address to which mail can be sent 
forward-looking /'foiwad .lukig/ adj 
planning for or thinking about the future 
forwards /'foiwsdz/ adv in a forward di¬ 
rection (NOTE: The US term is forward.) 
forward slash /'foiwad slaeJV noun an or¬ 
dinary slash used in printing or writing text 
fossil /'fDs(o)l/ noun the remains of a pre¬ 
historic animal or plant left in a rock 
fossil fuel /'fDs(o)l .fjuiol/ noun a fuel 
made of fossilised plants or animals 
fossilised /'fosolaizd/, fossilized adj re¬ 
ferring to something which has become a 
fossil 

foster /'fDSto/ verb 1. to bring up a child 
who is not your own, without adopting it O 
They have fostered several children. 2. to en¬ 
courage an idea, etc. O Tourism fosters inter¬ 
est in other countries. O We are trying to 
foster the children’s interest in the history of 
the village. 

foster-child /'fDsta tjaild/ noun a child 
brought up by parents who are not his or her 
own (NOTE: The plural is foster-children.) 
foster home /'fnsta haum/ noun a family 
where a foster-child is brought up 
foster parent /'fnsta .peoront/ noun a 
parent who fosters a child 
d> fought /fait/ £> fight 
foul /faul/ adj 1. smelling or tasting un¬ 
pleasant, or making an unpleasant impression 
O What foul weather we’re having! O The 
boss has been in a foul temper all day. O A 
foul-smelling drain ran down the centre of 
the street. 2. □ to fall foul of to get into trou¬ 
ble with a person or group of people o The 
boys fell foul of the police. O She fell foul of 
the income tax inspectors. ■ noun an action 
which is against the rules of a game O The 
referee gave a free kick for a foul on the 
goalkeeper. O Look at the action replay to 
see if it really was a foul. (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with fowl.) ■ verb 1 . to do something to 
another player which is against the rules of a 
game O He was fouled inside the penalty box 
so the ref gave a penalty. 2. □ to foul some¬ 
thing up to do something badly, make a 


mess of something, or create problems (infor¬ 
mal) O Don’t ask John to do it - he’s sure to 
foul it up. 3. to make something dirty, partic¬ 
ularly by leaving excrement there O Make 
sure that your dog does not foul the 
pavements. 

foul play /faul 'plei/ noun unfair or illegal 
behaviour 

foul-up /'faul Ap/ noun a bad situation 
which has happened because of a mistake 
someone has made 

(D found /faund/ verb 1. to establish; to be¬ 
gin something O The business was founded in 
1900. 2. □ to be founded on something to 
be based on something O The accusations 
against her are not founded on any definite 
facts. 3. t find 

d> foundation /faun'deij(9)n/ noun 1. es¬ 
tablishing; setting up O Ever since its founda¬ 
tion in 1892, the company has been a great 
success. 2. a charitable organisation which 
provides money for certain projects O a foun¬ 
dation for educational research 3. same as 
foundation cream 

foundation course /faun'deij(3)n ko:s/ 
noun a basic course at a university, which al¬ 
lows you to go on to a more advanced course 
foundation cream /faun'deij(3)n kriim/ 
noun a skin-coloured cream which is put on 
the face under powder 

foundations /faun'deij(3)nz/ plural noun 
a stone or concrete base below the ground on 
which a building is built 
founder /'faunda/ noun a person who es¬ 
tablishes or sets up something O He was one 
of the founders of the National Trust. Syn¬ 
onym creator ■ verb 1 . to collapse, to fail o 
The project foundered for lack of money. 2. 
to sink O The ship foundered in heavy seas. 
founder member /.faunda 'memba/ 
noun one of the first to establish a club, etc. 
founding /'faundig/ noun the action of 
setting up 

founding father /.faundig 1 faids/ noun a 
person who founded a state, especially one of 
those who signed the American Constitution 
of 1787 

foundry /'faundri/ noun a place for melt¬ 
ing and moulding metal or glass 
fountain /'fauntin/ noun an ornamental jet 
of water in a street or garden 
fountain pen /'fauntin pen/ noun a pen 
which can be filled with ink 
(D four /fa:/ noun 1. the number 4 o A 
square has four corners. O He’s four (years 
old). O I have an appointment with the doctor 
at four (o ’clock). □ on all fours on hands and 
knees O He was creeping around under the 
desk on all fours. 2. a crew of four rowers in 
a boat O Our college four won the race. 3. (in 
cricket) a score of four runs for sending the 
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four-by-four 

ball over the boundary O He scored a cen¬ 
tury, including seven fours and two sixes. 
four-by-four /,fo: bai 'foi/ noun a 
four-wheel-drive vehicle. Abbr 4x4 
four-leaved clover /,fo: liivd 'klouvo/ 
noun a lucky rare type of clover with four 
leaves instead of three 

four-poster /fo: 'pousto/ noun an 
old-fashioned bed with a post at each comer, 
that can be used to support a canopy or 
curtains 

foursome /'fo:s(o)m/ noun 1 . a golf match 
played by four people, i.e. two pairs O They 
won the foursomes. 2. a group of four people 
O The foursome stole a car and drove to Las 
Vegas. 

CD fourteen /,fo:'ti:n/ noun the number 14 
O There are fourteen houses in our street. O 
He’s fourteen (years old) next week. □ the 

fourteen hundreds (1400s) the period from 
1400 to 1499 

( l ) fourteenth /,fo:'ti:n0/ adj, noun refer¬ 
ring to 14 O She came fourteenth in the race. 
O The fourteenth of July or July the four¬ 
teenth (July 14th). O It was her fourteenth 
birthday yesterday. □ the fourteenth cen¬ 
tury the period from 1300 to 1399 
(D fourth /fo:0/ adj referring to 4 o This is 
the fourth time he’s had to go to hospital this 
year. O It’s her fourth birthday tomorrow. O 
the fourth of October or October the fourth 
(October 4th) □ the fourth century the pe¬ 
riod from 300 to 399 ■ noun one part of four 
equal parts. Also called quarter 
Fourth of July /,fo:0 ov d 3 u'lai/ noun the 
national day in the United States O We’re 
having a Fourth of July party. 
four-wheel drive /,fo: will 'draiv/ noun 
1 . a system in which engine power drives all 
four wheels of a vehicle 2. a vehicle working 
by this system. Abbr 4WD 
fowl /faul/ noun a domestic bird which is 
kept for its eggs or to be killed for food, such 
as a chicken, duck, turkey or goose 
(D fox /foks/ noun a wild animal with red¬ 
dish fur and a bushy tail O Foxes attack 
lambs in this part of the world. Compare 
vixen (NOTE: The plural is foxes.) ■ verb to 
puzzle someone o To fox everyone, we used 
a French company to make the planning ap¬ 
plication. O Today’s crossword has got me 
completely foxed. 

foxglove /'foksgLw/ noun a tall purple 
and white flower found in woods 
fox hunting /'foks ,hAntir)/ noun chasing 
foxes to catch and kill them, usually with 
dogs 

foyer /'foiei/ noun a large entrance hall at 
the front of a hotel, restaurant, or theatre 
fracas /'fraeka:/ noun a noisy disturbance 


fraction /'fraekfon/ noun 1. a very small 
amount O Sales are up a fraction this month. 
O Move the camera a fraction to the right, 
and you ’ll all get in the picture. 2. (in mathe¬ 
matics) less than a whole number O 'A and 'A 
are fractions. 3. a small part of something O 
Only a fraction of the stolen money was ever 
found. 

fractional /'fraekj’onol/ adj very small. 
Synonym slight 

fractionally /'fr£ekJ(9)noli/ adv very 
slightly 

fracture /'frasktjo/ noun a break, espe¬ 
cially in a bone O The X-ray showed up the 
fracture clearly. □ simple fracture a fracture 
where the skin surface around the damaged 
bone has not been broken ■ verb to break a 
bone O He fractured his leg in the accident. 
O They put her fractured leg in plaster. 
fragile /'fr£ed 3 ail/ adj 1. easily broken o Be 
careful when packing the glasses - they’re 
very fragile. Synonym delicate 2. feeling 
weak and ill after an illness or operation, or 
after drinking too much alcohol O She’s still 
very fragile after her recent operation. O / 
don’t think I want any breakfast -I’m feeling 
a bit fragile this morning. 
fragility /fr9'd3iliti/ noun being easily 
broken 

(D fragment noun /'fraegmont/ a small 
piece O When digging on the site of the old 
house they found fragments of glass. ■ verb 
/fraeg'ment/ to separate into small pieces o 
As soon as the founder died the whole or¬ 
ganisation fragmented. Synonym break up. 
Antonym fuse 

fragmentary /'frasgmont^ri/ adj in 
pieces; not complete. Antonym entire 
fragmentation /.fraegmon'teiJXo)!!/ noun 
breaking into small pieces 
fragrance /'freigrons/ noun 1. a pleasant 
smell 2. a pleasant-smelling liquid which is 
put on the skin. Synonym perfume 
fragrant /'freigront/ adj with a sweet 
smell. Synonym perfumed. Antonym 
smelly 

frail /freil/ adj weak and thin 
frailty /'freilti/ noun being weak o the 
frailty of human existence O the frailty of my 
father’s health 

(D frame /freim/ noun 1. a border around 
something such as a pair of glasses, a picture, 
a mirror, or a window O He has glasses with 
gold frames. O I think the frame is worth 
more than the painting. 2. one picture in a 
film O The book is illustrated with frames 
from some of his films. 3. a basic structure O 
The car has an aluminium frame. ■ verb 1. 
to put a frame round a picture O The photo¬ 
graph has been framed in red. 2. to make 
someone seem to be guilty o He says he was 
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framed by the police. O It wasn ’t me - I’ve 
been framed! 3. to put words together to 
make a sentence O He had some difficulty in 
framing his reply. O The note was framed in 
very formal language. 

d> frame of mind /.freim ov 'maind/ 
noun a way of thinking or feeling; general 
mood 

(D framework /'freimw3:k/ noun 1. the 
structure supporting a building, etc. O The 
framework of the shed is sound - it just needs 
some paint. 2. the basis of a plan O They are 
working within the framework of the United 
Nations resolution. O They are negotiating 
the framework of the agreement. 

@ franchise /'frsentjaiz/ noun 1. a right to 
vote O In some countries women do not have 
the franchise. 2. a permit to sell a company’s 
products in a certain region or to trade using 
a well-known brand name O He bought a 
pizza franchise. ■ verb to sell licences for 
people to trade using a brand name and pay¬ 
ing a fee for using it o His sandwich bar was 
so successful that he decided to franchise it. 
Synonym license 

frank /frcepk/ adj saying what you think o 
To be really frank with you -1 think the plan 
stinks. O He gave her some frank advice. 
Synonym forthright. Antonym insincere 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with franc.) ■ verb 
to stamp a letter with a special machine, in¬ 
stead of using a postage stamp O The letters 
were all franked before they left the office. 
frankfurter /'frsegkf3:ts/ noun a long sau¬ 
sage which is boiled and sometimes eaten in¬ 
side a roll, t hot dog (NOTE: Another US 
term is wiener.) 

@ frankly /'frasgkli/ adv telling the truth 
frankness /'fraspknos/ noun being honest; 
saying what you think. Synonym honesty. 
Antonym insincerity 

frantic /'frasntik/ adj wild, worried and do¬ 
ing things fast 

frantically /'fraentikli/ adv fast and in a 
worried way 

fraternal /fr9't3:nol/ adj brotherly o He 
started going out with his brother’s girlfriend 
- there’s fraternal feeling for you! 
fraternal twins /fro,t3:n9l 'twinz/ plural 
noun twins who are not identical because 
they developed from two different ova at the 
same time. Compare identical twins 
fraternise /'fraetonaiz/, fraternize verb 1. 
to spend time with other people socially, es¬ 
pecially people who are considered unsuit¬ 
able 2. to spend time with someone against 
military rules 

fraternity /fro't3:niti/ noun 1. a group of 
people with similar interests or occupations 
O Members of the banking fraternity have 
criticised the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 2. 


a brotherly feeling O The slogan of the 
French state is ‘Liberty, Equality, 
Fraternity ’. 

fraud /froid/ noun 1 . making money by 
making people believe something which is 
not true O He is facing trial for fraud. 2. a 
person pretending to be something which he 
or she is not O She's a fraud - she has no le¬ 
gal qualifications. O He’s an old fraud - he 
didn ’t build that car himself. 
fraudulent /'froidjulont/ adj dishonest. 
Synonym fake. Antonym genuine 
fraught /froit/ adj 1 . full of problems or 
danger O The whole building project has 
been fraught with problems. 2. very worry¬ 
ing; very worried O The situation in the office 
is particularly fraught this week. O She’s a 
bit fraught today. 

(D fray /frei/ ■ noun a competitive situation; 
a fight or argument □ to join or enter the 
fray to become involved in a situation, argu¬ 
ment or fight O The government and opposi¬ 
tion argued over the problem, and then the 
unions joined the fray. □ ready for the fray 
ready to fight or argue O Are we all ready for 
the fray? ■ verb (of material) to become 
worn so that threads are loose O The carpet is 
fraying at the edges. O The cuffs on his shirt 
had frayed. 

frayed /freid/ adj having a worn edge, with 
loose threads 

freak /friik/ noun 1 . an unusual type of per¬ 
son, animal or plant O A white whale is a 
freak of nature. 2. a person who is extremely 
interested in something ( informal ) o My 
brother’s a computer freak. ■ adj referring to 
weather that is very unusual O The vineyards 
were hit by a freak snowstorm in June. 
freakish /'friikiJV adj unusual or 
extraordinary 

freckled /'frek(9)ld/ adj covered in 
freckles 

freckles /'frek(o)lz/ plural noun small 
brown marks on the skin, often caused by the 
sun O You ’ll recognise her at once, she’s tall 
with fair hair and freckles. O She was trying 
to get rid of the freckles on her arms. 

® free /fri:/ adj 1. not busy; not occupied o 
Will you be free next Tuesday? O There is a 
table free in the corner of the restaurant. O 
Do you have any free time next week? 2. not 
costing any money O Send in four tokens 
from cereal boxes and you can get a free toy. 
O I got a free ticket for the exhibition. □ free 
gift a present given by a shop to a customer 
who buys a certain amount of goods O There 
is a free gift worth £25 to any customer buy¬ 
ing a washing machine. 3. able to do what 
you want; not forced to do anything O He’s 
free to do what he wants. O It’s a free coun¬ 
try. 4. □ to be free from or of something to 
be without something unpleasant O The 
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country has been declared free of disease. □ 
free of charge with no payment to be made, 
t duty free 5. not in prison, not in a cage o 
After six years in prison he’s a free man 
again. □ to set free to allow someone to 
leave prison, or to let an animal out of a cage 
O The young birds were raised in the zoo and 
then set free in the wild. ■ verb 1. to release 
someone who is trapped O It took the fire ser¬ 
vice some time to free the passengers in the 
bus. 2. to let someone out of prison, or an an¬ 
imal out of a cage O The crowd stormed the 
jail and freed the prisoner's. ■ adv 1. without 
having to pay O Children are admitted free. 
2. not in a cage; not attached O Lions roam 
free in the park. □ to pull something free to 
pull something so that it is no longer held 
tight 

free agent /fri: 'eid 3 ont/ noun someone 
who is able to do what they want 
freebie /'fri:bi/ noun something supplied 
free of charge, especially as a gift to a cus¬ 
tomer or journalist ( informal ) 

(D freedom /'frfidom/ noun 1. the state of 
being free, rather than trapped or in prison O 
She felt a sense of freedom being in the coun¬ 
try after working all week in the city. O His 
lawyer pleaded for his client’s freedom. 2. 
the state of being free to do what you want o 
restricting our freedom of movement 
freedom fighter /'frfidom ,faito/ noun a 
guerilla fighting against an oppressive 
government 

freedom of information /.friidom ov 
info'meiJ(3)n/ noun a situation in which of¬ 
ficial information held by government de¬ 
partments is made available to everyone 
freedom of speech ^frfidom ov 1 spirtJ/ 
noun a situation in which people are able to 
say what they think without fear of being 
prosecuted 

freedom of the press /.friidam ov do 
'pres/ noun a situation in which people are 
able to write and publish in a newspaper what 
they want, without being afraid of prosecu¬ 
tion unless they break the law 
free enterprise /,fri: 'entopraiz/ noun a 
system of business where there is no interfer¬ 
ence from the government 
free-for-all /'fri: for oil/ noun a general 
fight or argument among several people (in¬ 
formal). Synonym brawl 
freehold /'friihould/ noun a right to own a 
property for ever □ a freehold property a 
building which the owner can hold for ever 
free kick /fri: 'kik/ noun a kick which a 
footballer is allowed to make without anyone 
opposing him, to punish the other side for 
something which they have done 
freelance /'fri:la:ns/ noun an independent 
worker, not employed by one particular com¬ 
pany O He works as a freelance. ■ adj work¬ 


ing independently, rather than being em¬ 
ployed by one particular company O She is a 
freelance journalist. ■ adv □ to work free¬ 
lance to work independently; to be 
self-employed ■ verb to work independently 
O She freelances for several newspapers. 
freelancer /'friilcnnso/ noun a freelance 
worker 

freely /'fri:li/ adv in an open manner, with¬ 
out being forced 

free market /fri: 'ma:kit/ noun a situation 
in which trade takes place without govern¬ 
ment control 

Freemason /'fri:meis(o)n/ noun a mem¬ 
ber of a secret society whose members help 
each other and protect each other (NOTE: also 
simply called Masons) 
freephone /'fri:foun/ noun GB a system 
where you can telephone to reply to an adver¬ 
tisement, to place an order or to ask for infor¬ 
mation, and the seller pays for the call 
freepost /'frfrpoust/ noun GB a system 
where you can write to an advertiser to place 
an order or to ask for information to be sent, 
and the seller pays the postage 
free-range /,fri: 'reind 3 / adj kept in the 
open, not in cages or boxes. Antonym 
battery 

free-range eggs /fri: reind 3 / noun eggs 
from free-range chickens 
free speech /fri: 'spirtJV noun the ability 
to say what you think without danger of be¬ 
ing prosecuted 

freestyle /'frfrstail/ noun (in swimming) 
any stroke, but usually the crawl 
(D free trade /fri: 'treid/ noun a system 
where goods can go from one country to an¬ 
other without any restrictions 
freeware /'fri:weo/ noun free computer 
software 

(D freeway /'fri:wei/ noun US a fast motor¬ 
way with few junctions 
freewheel /fri:'wi:l/ verb to go along, es¬ 
pecially downhill, on a bicycle without 
pedalling 

free will /fri: 'wil/ noun the ability to 
choose your own actions. Synonym auton¬ 
omy. Antonym dependence □ of your own 
free will willingly; without being forced O 
He gave himself up to the police of his own 
free will. 

(D freeze /fri:z/ verb 1 . to change from 
liquid to solid because of the cold O The 
winter was mild and for the first time ever the 
river did not freeze over. O It’s so cold that 
the lake has frozen solid. 2. to become very 
cold O The forecast is that it will freeze to¬ 
night. 3. to make food very cold so that it 
does not decay O We froze the raspberries we 
picked this morning. 4. □ to freeze to death 
to die of cold O She went out into the snow 
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and froze to death. 5. to keep money or costs, 
etc., at their present level and not allow them 
to rise O We have frozen salaries at last 
year’s level. 6. □ to freeze a bank account 
to issue a court order stopping anyone from 
using their own bank account, especially pre¬ 
venting them from taking money out 7. to 
stay very still O When they heard the police 
car coming, they froze. (NOTE: freezing - 
froze /frouz/ - has frozen) ■ noun 1. a pe¬ 
riod when it is very cold O Do you remember 
the great freeze in the winter of 1980? 2. □ 
wages and prices freeze or a freeze on 
wages and prices a period when wages and 
prices are not allowed to be increased 
(D freezer /'friizo/ noun a refrigerator for 
freezing food and keeping it frozen 
@ freezing /'friizip/ adj very cold 
freezing point /'friizig point/ noun a 
very low temperature at which a liquid be¬ 
comes solid 

freight /freit/ noun 1. the action of trans¬ 
porting goods by air, sea or land O We sent 
the order (by) air freight. 2. goods trans¬ 
ported O The government is encouraging 
firms to send freight by rail. ■ verb to trans¬ 
port goods O We freight goods to all parts of 
the world. 

freight car /'freit ka:/ noun US a goods 
wagon on a train 

freighter /'freito/ noun an aircraft or ship 
which carries goods 

freight train /'freit trein/ noun a train 
used for transporting goods 
(D French /frentJ*/ adj 1. referring to France 
O The French railways have a system of 
high speed trains covering the whole country. 
2. □ to take French leave to go away with¬ 
out permission ■ noun 1. the language spo¬ 
ken in France O He speaks French very well. 
O They are learning French at school. 2. □ 
the French the people of France O The 
French are famous for their wines and their 
cooking. 

French bread /frentj 'bred/ noun bread 
in the form of a long thin stick 
French dressing /frentj 'dresig/ noun a 
salad dressing made of oil and vinegar, with 
salt, mustard and other flavourings 
French horn /frentj 'horn/ noun a brass 
musical instrument with a tube which is 
coiled round 

Frenchman /'frentjmon/ noun a man 
from France (NOTE: The plural is French¬ 
men.) 

French polish /frentj 'polij/ noun a 
resin polish used on wood O She gave the ta¬ 
ble a coating of French polish. ■ verb to pol¬ 
ish wood with French polish O The table 
needs to be French polished. 


French toast /frentj 'toust/ noun a slice 
of bread dipped in beaten egg and then fried, 
usually served with sugar 
Frenchwoman /'frentjwumon/ noun a 
woman from France (NOTE: The plural is 
Frenchwomen.) 

frenetic /fro'netik/ adj wildly excited. 
Synonym hectic. Antonym calm 
frenzied /'frenzid/ adj wild and uncontrol¬ 
lable. Synonym frantic. Antonym calm 
frenzy /'frenzi/ noun a wild excitement 
<D frequency /'friikwonsi/ nouni. the rate 
at which something happens O The govern¬ 
ment is becoming alarmed at the frequency of 
accidents in the construction industry. 
(NOTE: no plural) 2. the number of vibrations 
per second made by a radio wave O What fre¬ 
quency is Radio 3 on? (NOTE: The plural is 
frequencies.) 

<D frequent adj /'friikwont/ happening of¬ 
ten; often seen O He was a frequent visitor to 
the library. O Skin cancer is becoming more 
frequent. O How frequent are the planes to 
Birmingham? Antonym infrequent ■ verb 
/fri'kwent/ to go somewhere very often o 
He frequents the bar at the corner of the 
street. Synonym visit 

frequent flyer /.friikwont 'flam/ noun a 
person who travels by a certain airline often 
® frequently /'friikwontli/ adv often o 
The ferries don’t run as frequently in the win¬ 
ter. O She could frequently be seen walking 
her dog in the park. 

fresco /'freskou/ noun a painting done on 
wet plaster on a wall or ceiling (NOTE: The 
plural is frescoes. Do not confuse with al¬ 
fresco.) 

(D fresh /frej/ adj 1 . not used or not dirty o 
I'll get you a fresh towel. 2. made quite re¬ 
cently O a basket offresh rolls O Let’s ask 
for a pot of fresh coffee. 3. new O The police 
produced some fresh evidence. 4. not tinned 
or frozen O The fishmonger sells fresh fish. O 
Fresh fruit salad is better than tinned. O 
Fresh vegetables are difficult to get in win¬ 
ter. 5. bright and attractive O She has a fresh 
complexion. O The kitchen is painted a fresh 
green colour. 6. quite cool O fresh showery 
weather 7. quite strong O a fresh north wind 
8. fit and awake O You’ll feel fresher after 
two hours ’ sleep. (NOTE: fresher - 
freshest) 

fresh air /frej 'eo/ noun the open space 
outside buildings where the air flows freely O 
After ten hours in the office they were glad to 
come out into the fresh air. 
freshen /'frej(9)n/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing fresh O The hot air in the valley was 
freshened by a mountain breeze. 2. to be¬ 
come cooler or fresher O The wind freshened 
as night came on. 3. □ to freshen (yourself) 
up to wash your hands and face, and tidy 
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your hair O I must just go to freshen up be¬ 
fore the guests arrive. 

fresher /'frejo/ noun a new student in his 
or her first year at college or university (infor¬ 
mal). Synonym freshman 
freshly /'frejli/ adv recently 
freshman /'frejmon/ noun a new student 
in his or her first year at college or university 
(NOTE: In the USA, freshman is also ap¬ 
plied to a student at high school. The plural 
is freshmen.) 

freshness /'frejnos/ noun being fresh 
freshwater /'frejwoito/ adj referring to 
river or lake water, not salt water 
fret /fret/ verb to worry or be unhappy o 
She’s fretting about her exams. (NOTE: fret¬ 
ting - fretted) ■ noun the raised metal strip 
crossing the neck of a guitar against which 
you press the strings O Place your fingers so 
that you can feel the fret. 
fretful /'fretf(o)l/ adj always complaining 
and unhappy. Synonym worried. Antonym 
calm 

Freudian /'froidion/ adj referring to Freud 
and his theories of psychoanalysis 
Freudian slip /.froidion 'slip/ noun a 
mistake in speaking which seems to show 
your real feelings, when you are trying to 
hide them 
Fri. abbr Friday 

friar /'fraio/ noun a member of a Christian 
religious order who went out to collect 
money or to preach 

friction /'frikjon/ noun 1 . one thing rub¬ 
bing against another O You need more oil to 
reduce friction in the motor. 2. a disagree¬ 
ment between two or more people o There 
has been a good deal of friction between the 
members of the board. (NOTE: no plural) 

® Friday /'fraidei/ noun the fifth day of the 
week, the day between Thursday and Satur¬ 
day O We all had a meal together last Friday. 
O We always go to the cinema on Friday eve¬ 
nings. O We normally have our meetings on 
Fridays. O Friday is a day of rest for Mus¬ 
lims. O Today is Friday, June 20th. 

© fridge /frid 3 / noun a kitchen machine for 
keeping things cold O The fridge is empty - 
we must buy some more food. O Shall I put 
the milk back in the fridge? Synonym 
refrigerator 

fridge-freezer /frid 3 'friizo/ noun a 
kitchen machine consisting of both a fridge 
and a freezer in a single unit 
© fried /fraid/ adj cooked in oil or fat. t fry 
(D friend /frend/ noun a person whom you 
know well and like o She’s my best friend, o 
We’re going on holiday with some friends 
from work. □ to make friends with someone 
to get to know and like someone O We made 
friends with some French people on holiday. 


frilly 

© friendly /'frendli/ adj like a friend, want¬ 
ing to make friends O Don’t be frightened of 
the dog - he’s very friendly. O We ’re not on 
friendly terms with the people who live next 
door. (NOTE: friendlier - friendliest) ■ 
noun a football match which is not part of a 
tournament O England is playing a friendly 
against Poland. 

© friendship /'frendjip/ noun the state of 
being friends O He formed several lasting 
friendships at school. 

frieze /friiz/ noun a decorated band around 
a room just below the ceiling 
frigate /'frigot/ noun a small fast-moving 
naval ship 

fright /frait/ noun 1. fear 2. a shock □ to 
give someone a fright to make someone 
jump with fear O The sudden noise gave her 
a fright. O Don’t creep up behind me like that 
- you gave me a real fright. □ to look a 
fright to look awful and not very attractive 
(dated) 

frighten /'frait(o)n/ verb to make someone 
afraid O Take off that horrible mask - you ’ll 
frighten the children. O The cat has fright¬ 
ened all the birds away. Synonym scare. 
Antonym soothe 

© frightened /'frait(o)nd/ adj full of fear; 
scared O The frightened children ran out of 
the building. Synonym scared. Antonym 
calm □ frightened of something or some¬ 
one afraid of someone or something O Don’t 
be frightened of the dog - he won’t hurt you. 
© frightening /'frait(3)nir)/ adj which 
causes fear O a frightening sound offootsteps 
in the corridor O He had a frightening 
thought - what if no one heard his cries for 
help? Synonym terrifying. Antonym 
soothing 

frighteningly /'frait(9)mr)li/ adv in a 
frightening way 

frightful /'fraitf(o)l/ adj terrible or awful. 
Synonym appalling. Antonym pleasant 
frightfully /'fraitf(3)li/ adv extremely 
(dated or humorous) 

frigid /'frid 3 id/ adj 1. very cold; icy 2. un¬ 
friendly, not showing any warm feelings O 
His frigid response did not give us much 
hope. 3. (of a woman) not responsive in sex¬ 
ual relations (insulting) o After his marriage 
he discovered that she was frigid. 
frigidity /fri'd^iditi/ noun 1. great cold 2. 
coldness of feelings, especially lack of inter¬ 
est in sex 

frill /fril/ noun a piece of material gathered 
together and sewn on to a dress, etc. 
frills /friiz/ plural noun extra things, such as 
sauces with food □ no-frills air travel cheap 
air travel where no meals are served and the 
passengers have no particular comforts 
frilly /'frili/ adj decorated with a frill 
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fringe 

fringe /frind 3 / noun 1. the hair lying over 
the forehead 2. edging of a shawl, carpet, 
etc., consisting of loose threads hanging 
down O a lampshade with a yellow fringe 3. 
an outer edge of an area O Round the fringe 
of the crowd people were selling souvenirs. 
fringe benefit /frind 3 'benifit/ noun an 
additional advantage which someone gets 
from doing a particular job or activity 
fringed /frind 3 d/ adj with things along the 
edge, like a fringe □ fringed with palm trees 
with palm trees growing along the side 
fringe theatre /frind 3 '0ioto/ noun usu¬ 
ally experimental theatre, often not using a 
traditional theatre building (NOTE: The 
equivalent in New York is off Broadway.) 
frisk /frisk/ verb 1. to search someone by 
running your hands over his or her body O 
When they frisked him at the airport, they 
found a knife hidden under his shirt. 2. to 
jump about happily O little lambs frisking in 
the field 

frisky /'friski/ adj feeling lively, or behav¬ 
ing in a lively way 

fritter /'frits/ noun a piece of meat, fruit or 
vegetable dipped in a mixture of flour, egg 
and milk, and fried O I love apple fritters. ■ 
verb □ to fritter something away to waste 
time, money, etc., on unimportant things O 
He inherited a fortune from his grandfather 
but had frittered it all away by the time he 
was thirty. 

frivolity /fri'voliti/ noun silliness; lack of 
seriousness 

frivolous /'fnvolos/ adj silly; not serious □ 
a frivolous complaint a complaint which is 
not made for a serious reason O I’m fed up of 
listening to all these frivolous complaints 
about the bus service. 

frivolously /'frivolosli/ adv in a frivolous 
way 

frizzy /'frizi/ adj (of hair) in a mass of tight 
curls 

frock /frok/ noun a dress; a piece of 
woman’s clothing covering more or less all 
the body (dated) 

(D frog If rag/ noun 1. a small green¬ 
ish-brown animal with long legs, which hops, 
and lives both on land and in water O He kept 
some tadpoles in a jar hoping they would 
turn into frogs. O Can you hear the frogs 
croaking round the pond? 2. □ to have a 
frog in your throat to have something in 
your throat which stops you speaking clearly 
(informal) 

frogman /'frogman/ noun a diver working 
underwater (NOTE: The plural is frogmen.) 
frolic /'frolik/ noun a happy game or party 
O He said that the game of running across 
the railway lines was just a harmless frolic 
which went tragically wrong. ■ verb to play 


happily O The lambs were frolicking in the 
fields. (NOTE: frolicking - frolicked) 

(D from /from, from/ prep 1. showing the 
place where something starts or started O He 
comes from Germany. O The bees went from 
flower to flower. O We ve had a letter from 
the bank. O He read the book from beginning 
to end or from cover to cover. O Take three 
from four and you get one. O I took a book 
from the pile on his desk. 2. showing the time 
when something starts or started O I’ll be at 
home from 8 o ’clock onwards. O The hours 
of work are 9.30 to 5.30, from Monday to 
Friday. O From now on Fm going to get up 
early. 3. showing distance O It is more than 3 
km from here to the railway station. 4. show¬ 
ing difference O Can you tell butter from 
margarine? O His job is totally different from 
mine. 5. showing a cause O He died from the 
injuries he received in the accident. O He suf¬ 
fers from angina. O She suffers from coughs 
every winter. 6. showing material O items 
made from aluminium 

frond /frond/ noun a large leaf divided into 
many thin sections, as, e.g., on a palm tree 
® front /frAnt/ noun 1. a part of something 
which is furthest forward O The front of the 
house is on London Road. O She spilt coffee 
down the front of her dress. 2. a particular 
area of interest O Any more news on the 
health front? 3. a road or path along the edge 
of the sea O We went for a walk along the 
front. O a hotel on the sea front or a sea front 
hotel 4. a line marking the point where two 
masses of air meet ■ adj which is in front O 
She sat in the front seat, next to the driver. O 
in front further forwards o Her mother sat 
in the back seat and she sat in front. O in 
front of before or further forwards than 
something O Don’t stand in front of the car - 
it may start suddenly. O There are six people 
in front of me in the queue. O You can park 
your car in front of the shop. 
frontal /'frAnt(o)l/ adj 1. of or in the front 
O a frontal attack on the enemy 2. referring 
to a cold or warm front of air 
front bench /frAnt 'bentJV noun the front 
row of seats on either side of the House of 
Commons where government ministers or 
members of the opposition shadow cabinet 
sit 

® front door /frAnt 'do:/ noun the main 
door to a house or building. Antonym back 
door 

frontier /frAn'tio/ noun 1. the boundary 
line between two countries O The customs 
men at the frontier didn’t even bother to look 
at our passports. 2. □ the frontiers of sci¬ 
ence the furthest point in human knowledge 
O Scientists are trying to push back the fron¬ 
tiers of science. 
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frontispiece /'frAntispiis/ noun a picture 
opposite the title page of a book 
front line /frAnt 'lain/ noun the line where 
two armies meet in war 
front page /frAnt 'peid3/ noun the first 
page of a newspaper or magazine □ 
front-page story an important story which 
appears on the front page of a newspaper 
front room /frAnt 'ruim/ noun a room at 
the front of a house, used for sitting in 
front-runner /frAnt 'rAns/ noun the per¬ 
son who is currently first in a race or contest 
(informal) 

frost /frost/ noun 1 . a white covering on the 
ground, trees, etc., when the temperature is 
below freezing O The garden was white with 
frost. 2. cold weather, when the temperature 
is below freezing O There was a hard frost 
last night. O There’s a touch of frost in the 
air. O A late frost can damage young plants. 
□ ten degrees of frost ten degrees below 
zero ■ verb 1 . to cover with frost; to be dam¬ 
aged by frost □ to frost over to become cov¬ 
ered with frost 2. □ to frost a cake US to put 
icing on a cake 

frostbite /'frDStbait/ noun an injury 
caused by very severe cold which freezes 
your flesh 

frostbitten /'frDStbit(o)n/ adj affected by 
frostbite 

frosted glass /.frostid 'glais/ noun glass 
with a rough or grainy surface which makes 
it opaque 

frosting /'frDStir)/ noun icing on a cake 
frosty /'frosti/ adj 1 . very cold; covered 
with frost O a frosty night O They walked 
across the frosty fields. 2. cold or unfriendly 
O She gave him a frosty stare. O The minister 
got a very frosty reception at the meeting. 
(NOTE: frostier - frostiest) 
froth /fro0/ noun a mass of bubbles on top 
of a liquid O Wait until the froth has settled 
before drinking your beer. ■ verb to make 
masses of bubbles O He was lying on the 
floor, frothing at the mouth. 
frothy /'froGi/ adj 1. referring to foam 2. 
trivial 

frown /fraun/ noun pulling your eyebrows 
together as a sign that you are angry or wor¬ 
ried O Take that frown off your face — every¬ 
thing 's going to be all right. Synonym scowl 
■ verb to pull your eyebrows together be¬ 
cause you are concentrating or worried O He 
frowned as he tried to do the calculation. □ 
to frown on or upon something to disap¬ 
prove of something O The teachers frown on 
singing in the corridors. O The company 
frowns on people who bring food into the of¬ 
fice. O This type of behaviour is frowned 
upon by the municipal authorities. ► Ant¬ 
onym (all senses) smile 


(D froze /frouz/ verb i) freeze 
(D frozen /'frouz(3)n/ adj 1. very cold o 
Come inside - you must be frozen out there. 
2. at a temperature below freezing point O 
We went skating on the frozen lake. 3. not al¬ 
lowed to be changed or used, t freeze 
frugal /'fruig(o)l/ adj 1. small and plain o 
He had a frugal meal of bread and cheese. 2. 
careful when you spend money or use re¬ 
sources O He lived a frugal life and died a 
millionaire. O The frugal use of the heating 
system will cut down on your electricity bills. 
frugality /frui'gaeliti/ noun the quality or 
characteristic of being frugal (NOTE: no 
plural) 

(D fruit /fruit/ noun 1. the part of a plant 
(such as apples, cherries, pears, etc.) which 
has seeds, is often eaten raw and is usually 
sweet O You should eat five pieces offruit ev¬ 
ery day. O He has six fruit trees in his gar¬ 
den. 2. □ the fruits of your labours the 
results of your hard work ( literary ) o He re¬ 
tired at sixty to enjoy the fruits of his labours. 
■ verb to produce fruit o The raspberries 
have finished fruiting. O Some pears fruit 
quite late in the season. 
fruitcake /'fruitkeik/ noun a cake with a 
lot of dried fruit in it □ as nutty as a fruit¬ 
cake completely mad ( informal ) 
fruitful /'fruitf(o)l/ adj which produces 
good results. Synonym productive. Ant¬ 
onym fruitless 

fruition /frui'ij(9)n/ noun □ to come to 
fruition to be finished with good results o 
After ten years’ work, the project finally 
came to fruition. □ to bring something to 
fruition to finish something with good 
results 

(D fruit juice /'fruit d3Uis/ noun juice from 
fruit 

fruitless /'fruitlos/ adj producing no result. 
Synonym unsuccessful. Antonym fruitful 
fruit machine /'fruit mojiin/ noun a 
gambling machine where pictures of differ¬ 
ent types of fruit appear when you press a 
button 

fruit salad /fruit 'sselod/ noun pieces of 
different fruit, cut up and mixed together 
fruity /'fruiti/ adj 1 . tasting of fruit o a dark 
fruity red wine 2 . (of a voice or laugh) deep 
and attractive (NOTE: fruitier - fruitiest) 
frumpish /'frAmpiJV, frumpy /'frAmpi/ 
adj (of women) unattractive because of wear¬ 
ing old-fashioned clothes 
frustrate /frA'streit/ verb 1. to make 
someone annoyed because they cannot do 
what they want to do 2. to prevent someone 
or something from being successful 
frustrated /frA'streitid/ adj 1. annoyed 
because of not being able to do something O 
She’s frustrated at not being able to speak 


frustrating 

German. 2. having the desire to be some¬ 
thing, but never having the talent or the op¬ 
portunity O a frustrated artist O When he 
gets behind the wheel of his car you can see 
the frustrated Grand Prix driver coming out. 

frustrating /frA'streiting/ adj annoying, 
because someone or something stops you do¬ 
ing what you want to do. Antonym 

satisfying 

d> frustration /frA'streiJ(o)n/ noun a feel¬ 
ing of anger and impatience when you cannot 
do what you want to do 
(D fry /frai/ verb to cook in oil or fat in a 
shallow pan O Fry the onions over a low heat 
so that they don’t burn. O Fry the eggs in 
some fat. (NOTE: fries /fraiz/ - frying - fried 
/fraid/) 

@ frying pan /'franrj pasn/ noun a shallow 
open pan used for frying □ to jump out of 
the frying pan into the fire to go from one 
difficult situation to something even worse 
(D ft abbr foot or feet 

fuchsia /'fjuijo/ noun a garden plant with 
colourful bell-shaped hanging flowers 
fuddy-duddy /'fAdi ,dAdi/ noun an 
old-fashioned person ( informal) 
fudge /fAd 3 / noun 1 . a soft sweet made 
from butter, sugar and milk O She bought a 
packet of home made fudge. 2. avoiding mak¬ 
ing a tough decision O The report on the 
scandal was a fudge. ■ verb □ to fudge the 
issue to avoid making a tough decision on an 
issue ( informal) o For years, the government 
has been fudging the issue of legalising 
drugs. 

<D fuel /'fjuiol/ noun a substance such coal, 
gas, oil, petrol or wood which can be burnt to 
give heat or power o What fuel do you use to 
heat the house? O What’s the fuel consump¬ 
tion of your car? O We ran out of fuel on the 
motorway. □ to add fuel to the flames to 
make matters worse O Just to add fuel to the 
flames the union leader sent the minister’s 
letter to the newspapers. ■ verb 1. to provide 
fuel for O The power station is fuelled by 
coal. 2. to increase O Our money worries 
were fuelled by news of an increase in the 
mortgage rate. (NOTE: fuelling - fuelled. 
The US spelling is fueling - fueled) 
fugitive /'fju:d 3 itiv/ noun a person who is 
running away O The two fugitives were cap¬ 
tured by the police. □ a fugitive from justice 
a person who is running away from the law ■ 
adj who is running away from the law 
fulcrum /'fulkrom/ noun a point on which 
a lever rests or on which something balances. 
Synonym pivot 

(D fulfil /ful'fil/ verb to complete something 
in a satisfactory way (NOTE: fulfilling - ful¬ 
filled. The US spelling is fulfill.) 


full-scale 

fulfilled /ful'fild/ adj satisfied with what 
you are doing, or happy because of the things 
you have achieved 

fulfilling /ful'filir)/ adj which gives satis¬ 
faction. Synonym satisfying. Antonym 
frustrating 

fulfilment /ful'filmont/ noun carrying 
something out in a satisfactory way (NOTE: 
The US spelling is fulfillment.) 

(D full /ful/ adj 1. with as much inside as is 
possible O Is the box full? O The bag is full of 
potatoes. O We couldn’t get on the first bus 
because it was full. O All the hotels were full. 
□ I’m full up I’ve eaten so much that I can’t 
eat any more ( informal ) □ to be full of your¬ 
self to think a lot of yourself, or to be always 
talking about how successful you are 2. com¬ 
plete O You must give the police full details 
of the accident. O Write your full name and 
address at the top of the paper. ■ noun □ to 
the full completely O He always wants to 
live his life to the full. ■ adv 1 . completely; 
entirely O The story has never been told in 
full. 2. □ to know something full well to be 
very aware of something 3. straight; in the 
centre O The ball hit him full in the chest. 
fullback /'fulbaek/ noun a player who plays 
at the back of a team near the goal 
full-blown /.ful 'bbun/ adj 1. {of a flower) 
completely open O a full-blown rose 2. fully 
qualified □ she is a full-blown doctor now 
she has passed all her examinations and is 
qualified 3. {of a disease) complete; with all 
the symptoms O He developed full-blown 
AIDS. 

full board /ful 'bold/ noun a rate for bed¬ 
room and all meals in a hotel 
full-fledged /.ful 'fled 3 d/ adj US fully- 
fledged 

full-grown /.ful 'groun/ adj same as fully- 
grown 

full house /ful haus/ noun an audience for 
a theatre or cinema performance that fills all 
the seats 

full-length /.ful 'leg0/ adj 1. covering or 
showing the whole of someone O a 
full-length evening gown O a full-length por¬ 
trait 2. long film or novel O It was his first 
full-length film, made when he was 21. 
full marks /ful 'maiks/ plural noun 1. ev¬ 
erything correct in a test 2. high praise 
full moon /ful 'mu:n/ noun the time when 
the moon appears as a complete circle 
full-on /.ful 'Dn/ adj having a particular 
quality to the highest degree 
full-page /'ful peid 3 / adj taking up a whole 
page 

<D full-scale /'ful skeil/ adj 1. the same size 
as in real life O a full-scale model of a dino¬ 
saur 2. complete O It started as a dispute 
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over a few islands and soon developed into a 
full-scale war. 

full-size /,ful 'saiz/ adj the same size as in 
real life 

CD full Stop /ful 'stDp/ noun 1. a punctua¬ 
tion mark like a small dot, showing the end 
of a sentence or an abbreviation O When 
reading, you can take a breath when you 
come to a full stop. (NOTE: The US term is 
period.) 2. meaning ‘there’s nothing more to 
say’ O She doesn't like German food, full 
stop. (NOTE: The US term is period.) 3. a 
complete stop O The car skidded across the 
road and came to a full stop when it hit a 
wall. 

© full-time /'ful taim/ adj , ac/vworking for 
all the usual working time, i.e. about seven 
hours a day, five days a week O She is in 
full-time work or She works full-time. O We 
have eight full-time and two part-time teach¬ 
ers at our school. Compare part-time 
© fully /'fuli/ adv completely or entirely o 
He was fully aware that he had made a mis¬ 
take. O She still hasn’t fully recovered from 
her accident. O The hotel is fully booked for 
the Christmas week. O When fully grown, an 
elephant can weigh several tons. Synonym 
completely. Antonym partially 
fully-fledged /,fuli 'fled 3 d/ adj experi¬ 
enced or qualified (NOTE: The US term is 
full-fledged.) 

fully-grown /,fuli 'groun/ adj adult-sized 
fumble /'fAmbol/ verb to touch or feel 
clumsily 

© fume /f ju:m/ verb to be angry o After he 
had read the report he was absolutely 
fuming. 

fumes /f juimz/ plural noun smoke or gas o 
They must have inhaled the fumes from the 
gas cooker. 

fumigate /'fjuimigeit/ verb to clean a 
building or a room by burning chemicals to 
produce smoke which kills germs and in¬ 
sects. Synonym sterilise 
© fun /fAn/ noun enjoyable or amusing ac¬ 
tivity O Having to stay in bed on my birthday 
is not much fun. Synonym amusement. Ant¬ 
onym boredom □ to have fun to enjoy 
yourself O We had a lot of fun on the river. □ 
to make fun of someone or to poke fun at 
someone to laugh at someone O Don’t make 
fun of her - she’s trying her best. O He poked 
fun at the Prime Minister. □ for fun as a joke 
O She poured water down his neck for fun. O 
Just for fun, he drove the car through town 
dressed as a gorilla. O Why did you do that? 
- Just for the fun of it! ■ adj enjoyable, and 
probably involving games and laughter (in¬ 
formal) O Sitting on the grass in St James’s 
Park is a fun way of passing a Sunday after¬ 
noon. Synonym amusing. Antonym boring 


(J) function /'fArjkfon/ noun 1. a party, or a 
gathering of people O We have two wedding 
functions in the main restaurant this week¬ 
end. O The Prime Minister is tied up with of¬ 
ficial functions all week. 2. work done by 
someone or something O The function of a 
goalkeeper is to stop the ball going into the 
net. O What’s the function of that red switch? 
■ verb 1. to work o The computer is still 
functioning well after months of constant use. 
2. □ to function as to serve as o The sofa 
functions as a bed if we have visitors. 
functional /'fAr)kj9n(9)l/ adj 1. useful but 
not decorative O These old saucepans are not 
works of art but they ’re functional. 2. work¬ 
ing properly O The heating system will be 
functional again in an hour or so. 
function key /'fArjkJon ki:/ noun one of a 
row of keys along the top of a computer key¬ 
board which activates a set of instructions 
® fund /fAnd/ noun 1. a sum of money set 
aside for a special purpose O She contributes 
to a pension fund. 2. a collection O He has a 
fund of stories about his time at sea. ■ verb 
to provide money for a special purpose O We 
have asked the government to fund the build- 
ing of the new library. O The company is 
funding her manager’s course. Synonym 
finance 

© fundamental / l fAndo'ment(3)l/ adj ba¬ 
sic; essential O The fundamental difference 
between us is that I apologise for my mis¬ 
takes and you don’t. O Good air quality is 
fundamental for children’s health. 
fundamentalism /.fAndo'mentCojlizlpjm/ 
noun an approach to religion which involves 
following religious rules very strictly 
fundamentalist /.fAndo'ment^jlist/ 
noun a person who follows religious rules 
very strictly 

fundamentally / l fAnd3 , ment(9)li/ adv 
basically. Antonym superficially 
fundamentals /.fAndo'ment^ojlz/ plural 
noun basic principles. Synonym basics 
© funding /'fAndig/ noun money for some¬ 
thing. Synonym backing 
fundraiser /'fAndreizo/ noun 1. a person 
who raises money for a charity or voluntary 
group 2. a money-raising activity or event for 
a charity or voluntary group 
fund-raising /'fAndreizig/ adj aimed at 
getting more money, by asking people or or¬ 
ganisations to give some O a fund-raising 
dinner O The mayor launched a fund-raising 
scheme for the children’s club. ■ noun the 
activity of raising money for a charity or vol¬ 
untary group 

© funeral /'fju:n(3)rol/ noun 1. a cere¬ 
mony when a dead person is buried or cre¬ 
mated O The church was packed for her 
funeral. O The funeral will take place on Fri¬ 
day morning. 2. □ it’s your funeral it is 
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something you alone are responsible for (in¬ 
formal) O If he insists on riding his motor¬ 
bike without a helmet, then that’s his funeral. 
funeral director /'fju:n(o)r9l dai.rekto/ 
noun a person who arranges funerals in re¬ 
turn for payment 

funeral parlour /'fju:n(a)rel ,pa:b/ noun 
a shop where dead bodies are taken to be 
made ready to be buried 
funfair /'fAnfeo/ noun a group of amuse¬ 
ments, sideshows, food stalls, etc., set up in 
one place for a short time 
fungal /'fAggol/ adj referring to fungus 
fungicide /'fAggisaid/ noun a chemical 
which kills fungus 

fungus /'fArjgos/ noun a plant which has 
no green leaves or flowers and which lives on 
rotting matter or on other plants (NOTE: The 
plural is fungi /'fArjgai/.) 
funk/fArjk/ noun 1. a style of African dance 
music with a strong rhythm O The crowd of 
teenagers were dancing to funk music. 2 . a 
state of fear (dated) ■ verb not to do some¬ 
thing because you are afraid to do it (informal 
dated) 

funky /'fArjki/ adj fashionable; modem ( in¬ 
formal) (NOTE: funkier - funkiest) 
funnel /'fAnl/ noun 1. a tube with a wide 
mouth and narrow bottom, used when pour¬ 
ing liquids from one container into another 2. 
a chimney on a ship through which the 
smoke escapes O The liner sailed away, with 
smoke billowing out of her funnel. ■ verb 1 . 
to pass something through a funnel or 
through a narrow space O We funnelled the 
petrol into the tank. 2. to send something in a 
certain direction O The money was funnelled 
into the building project. (NOTE: funnelling 
- funnelled. The US spelling is funneling - 
tunneled.) 

funnily /'fAmli/ adv 1. used to introduce a 
comment on something considered strange or 
unexpected 2. in a way that seems strange or 
unexpected 3. in a humorous or funny way 
(D funny /'fAni/ adj 1. which makes you 
laugh O We watched a funny programme on 
children’s TV. O He made funny faces and all 
the children laughed. O The clown was wear¬ 
ing a funny hat. 2. strange or odd O She’s 
been behaving in a funny way recently. O 
There’s a funny smell in the bathroom. 3. a 
little bit ill (informal) o I’m feeling funny. 
(NOTE: funnier - funniest) 
funny bone /'fAni boun/ noun a part of 
the elbow which gives a painful tingling sen¬ 
sation when it is hit by accident (informal) 
fur /f 31 / noun the soft covering of an ani¬ 
mal’s body O This type of cat has very short 
fur. O She was wearing a fur coat. O Have 
you got any fur-lined boots? (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with fir.) ■ verb □ to fur up to be¬ 


come covered with a layer of a substance, es¬ 
pecially a mineral O The element in the kettle 
has become furred up. 

furious /'fjuorios/ adj very angry 

furl /f3:1/ verb to roll up a flag or sail when 

it is out of use, or to become tightly rolled up 

furlong /'fsilog/ noun a measure of length, 

equal to 220 yards (NOTE: It is only used 

when referring to the length of a track for 

horse-racing.) 

furnace /'f3ims/ noun 1. a large brick or 
metal oven which can be heated to a very 
high temperature □ it's like a furnace it’s ex¬ 
tremely hot (informal) 2. a heater which 
warms the water for central heating 
furnish /'f3:nijv verb 1. to put furniture 
into a house, office, etc. O His house is fur¬ 
nished with antiques. 2. to provide O He fur¬ 
nished the police with a complete list of 
addresses. O The town council furnished de¬ 
tails of the improvement plan. 
furnished /'f3inijt/ adj (of a house for 
rent) equipped with furniture. Antonym 
unfurnished 

furnishings /'f3:mjipz/ plural noun the 
furniture, carpets, curtains and fittings in a 
house O All the furnishings were removed be¬ 
fore the house was demolished. 

(D furniture /'f3:nitJo/ noun tables, chairs, 
beds, cupboards, etc. O The burglars stole all 
our office furniture. O You should cover up 
all the furniture before you start painting the 
ceiling. Compare furnishings (NOTE: no 
plural: some furniture ; a lot of furniture ; a 
piece of furniture) 

furore /fju'roiri/ noun an outburst of anger 
or excitement (NOTE: The US spelling is fu¬ 
ror.) 

furrow /'fArou/ noun 1. a long trench cut in 
the soil by a plough O Seagulls followed the 
plough, looking for food in the furrows. 2. a 
deep line in the surface of something O As he 
grew older, the furrows on his face deepened. 
furrowed /'fAroud/ adj with deep lines. 
Synonym wrinkled 
furry /'f3iri/ adj covered with fur 
(D further /'f3:do/ adv at or to a greater dis¬ 
tance O Can you all move further back — 7 
can’t get you in the picture. O The police sta¬ 
tion is quite close, but the post office is fur¬ 
ther away. O Edinburgh is further from 
London than Paris. ■ adj 1 . more O The bank 
needs further information about your salary. 
O Please send me further details of holidays 
in Greece. 2. (formal) □ further to referring 
to something □ further to our letter of the 
21st in addition to what we said in our letter 
□ further to your letter of the 21st in re¬ 
sponse to what you asked in your letter 


further education 
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further education /.fsidsr edju- 
'keij(3)n/ noun the system of teaching peo¬ 
ple who have left school 
d> furthermore /'fsidarmo:/ adv also 
furthermost /'fsidamaust/ adj the fur¬ 
thest; the most distant ( formal ) 
d> furthest /'fsidast/ adv, adj at or to the 
greatest distance O Some of the staff live 
quite close to the office — James lives fur¬ 
thest away. O The furthest distance I have 
ever flown is to Hong Kong. 
furtive /'f3itiv/ adj as if trying not to be no¬ 
ticed. Synonym secretive 
furtively /'f3itivli/ adv in a furtive way 
fury /'fjuari/ noun fierce anger 
(D fuse /f ju:z/ noun 1 . a small piece of wire 
in an electrical circuit which melts and 
breaks if the circuit is overloaded, and so pre¬ 
vents further damage O The plug has a 
13-amp fuse. O If the lights go out, the first 
thing to do is to check the fuses. 2. a piece of 
flammable material, used to light a firework, 
a bomb, etc. o He struck a match and lit the 
fuse. O A long fuse gives you ten seconds to 
get out of the way. ■ verb 1 . to break an elec¬ 
trical circuit O She plugged in her hair dryer 
and fused the lights. 2. □ to fuse together to 
join things such as wires together to form one 
single thing O The heat had fused the metal 
seats together. O to blow a fuse 1 . to over¬ 
load an electric circuit and make the fuse 
break O The lights have gone out - I think 
we’ve blown a fuse. 2. to get very angry (in¬ 
formal) O He’s going to blow a fuse when he 
sees the mess you’ve made of his car. 
fusebox /'fjuizbDks/ noun a box where 
the fuses which protect the electrical circuits 
in a building are kept 

fuselage /'f ju:z9la:3/ noun the body of an 
aircraft 

fusillade /,fjuizi'leid/ noun a series of 
rapid gunshots or questions 
(D fusion /'fju:3(9)n/ noun 1. the melting 
together of two pieces of metal O The heat of 
the explosion was so great that it resulted in 
the fusion of metal plates. 2. the joining to¬ 
gether of two or more groups, such as politi¬ 
cal parties O The new party has been formed 
by the fusion of two existing parties. 

(D fuss /fAS/ noun unnecessary excitement 
or complaints O What’s all the fuss about? □ 
to make a fuss or to kick up a fuss about 
something to complain for a long time about 
something which is not important O Don't 
make such a fuss - it’s only a little scratch. □ 
to make a fuss of someone to pay great at¬ 
tention to someone O The children made a 
fuss of their mother on her birthday. ■ verb 


□ to fuss over something to worry about 
something, or to pay too much attention to 
something O Don ’t fuss over it - everything 
will be all right. O Stop fussing over your 
hair, you look fine. 

fussily /'fASili/ adv unnecessarily careful 
about unimportant details 
fussiness /'fASinas/ noun the action of 
being unnecessarily careful about unimpor¬ 
tant details 

fussy /'fAsi/ adj 1. too nervous and unnec¬ 
essarily careful about little things o She’s 
fussy about what she eats or She’s a fussy 
eater. O The boss is so fussy about spelling - 
he’s made me do this letter three times. 2. 
with too many small decorations O I don’t 
like the fussy pattern on this carpet. (NOTE: 
fussier - fussiest) 

futile /'fjuitail/ adj certain to fail, and 
therefore not worth doing. Synonym use¬ 
less. Antonym useful 

futility /fjui'tiliti/ noun uselessness. Ant¬ 
onym usefulness 

futon /'fuitDiV noun 1. a Japanese-style 
mattress used as a simple bed 2. a simple sofa 
bed with a futon mattress 
(S) future /'fjuit/o/ noun 1. a time which 
has not yet happened O What are his plans 
for the future? O You never know what the fu¬ 
ture will bring. O Can you imagine what Lon¬ 
don will be like in the future? 2. □ in future 
from now on O In future, try to get to the of¬ 
fice on time. ■ adj which is coming; which 
has not happened yet O They are spending all 
their time preparing for their future retire¬ 
ment. O I try to save something each week for 
future expenses. Antonym past 
future perfect /.fjuitja 'p3ifikt/ noun a 
tense of a verb which indicates that an action 
will be finished some time in the future, us¬ 
ing the words ‘will have’ or ‘shall have’ 
future tense /'fjuitjs tens/ noun a tense 
of a verb which indicates that an action will 
take place in the future, using the words 
‘will* or ‘shall’ or their contraction ‘’ll’ 
futuristic /.fjuitja'ristik/ adj very mod¬ 
em, or relating to the future. Synonym inno¬ 
vative. Antonym antiquated 
fuzz If az/ noun 1. a mass of short hair 2. O 
the fuzz the police ( dated slang offensive) 
fuzzy /'fAzi/ adj 1. fluffy and curly o She’s 
got dark fuzzy hair, which is difficult to 
comb. 2. blurred; not clear O The security 
camera produced a fuzzy photograph of the 
bank robbers. (NOTE: fuzzier - fuzziest) 

FYI abbr for your information 


G 


g 1 /d 3 i:/, G noun the seventh letter of the al¬ 
phabet, between F and H 
g 2 abbr gram 

gab /gseb/ noun □ the gift of the gab a tal¬ 
ent for talking a lot 

gabble /'gaeb(3)l/ noun loud unintelligible 
talk. Synonym gibberish ■ verb to speak 
very quickly O He gabbled a few words in 
Spanish. Synonym jabber 
gable /'geib(o)l/ noun the top part of a wall 
where it forms a triangle with the roof 
gad /gsed/ verb ( humorous) □ to gad about 
or gad around to be constantly going out 
somewhere enjoying yourself O He’s always 
gadding about. 

gadget /'gaed 3 it/ noun a small useful tool 
gadgetry /'gaed 3 itri/ noun gadgets 
Gaelic /'geilik/; in Scotland /'gaelik/ noun 
a Celtic language spoken in some parts of 
Scotland, Ireland, and the Isle of Man ■ adj 
referring to Gaelic-speaking people or areas 
O Gaelic football 

gaffe /gsef/ noun a remark or action in a 
public situation which embarrasses someone. 
Synonym blunder, faux pas 
gag /gasg/ noun 1. something put into or 
over a person’s mouth to stop him or her 
speaking O The burglars tied him up and put 
a gag in his mouth. 2. a joke O The audience 
laughed at most of his gags. ■ verb 1. to put 
something over a person’s mouth to try to 
stop him or her talking O He was gagged and 
put into the boot of the car. 2. to try to stop 
someone talking or writing O The govern¬ 
ment tried to gag the press. 3. to choke; to try 
to vomit but be unable to do so O Every time 
the doctor tries to examine her throat, she 
gags. O He gagged on the hamburger. 
(NOTE: gagging - gagged) 
gaga /'ga:ga:/ adj mentally incompetent 
(informal offensive) 

gaggle /'g 2 eg(o)l/ noun a flock of geese, or 
a group of noisy people 
gaiety /'geioti/ noun happiness or cheerful¬ 
ness. Antonym misery 
gaily /'geili/ adv happily. Antonym sadly 
® gain /gem/ verb 1. to get o The army 
gained control of the country. O She gained 
some useful experience working on a farm. 2. 


to increase in value O The pound gained six 
cents on the foreign exchange markets. 3. {of 
a clock or watch) to move ahead of the cor¬ 
rect time O My watch gains five minutes a 
day. 4. □ to gain on someone or something, 
to gain ground to get closer to a person or 
thing you are chasing O With each lap he was 
gaining on the race leader. ■ noun 1 . profit 
O He betrayed his country for financial gain. 
2. an increase in weight, quantity, size, etc. O 
There was no gain in weight. □ gain in expe¬ 
rience getting more experience 
gainful /'geinf(9)l/ adj □ gainful employ¬ 
ment employment which pays money 
gainfully /'geinf(3)li/ adv □ gainfully em¬ 
ployed working and earning money 
gait /geit/ noun a way of walking (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with gate.) 
gal noun /gael/ a girl or woman ( dated or 
US slang) m abbr gallon 
gala /' gailo/ noun a festive public occasion 
or performance. Synonym festival 
galactic /go'laektik/ adj referring to a gal¬ 
axy ( informal ) 

galaxy /'gaeloksi/ noun 1 . a huge group of 
stars O There are vast numbers of galaxies. O 
The speed of stars near the centre of a galaxy 
may indicate the presence of black holes. 2. a 
large number of brilliant and famous people, 
such as film stars O There is a galaxy of sing¬ 
ers on our show tonight. (NOTE: The plural is 
galaxies.) 

Galaxy /'gaeloksi/ noun the Milky Way, a 
band of what look like tiny stars, easily seen 
with the naked eye 

gale /geil/ noun a very strong wind □ win¬ 
try gales gales with snow □ gale force winds 
winds which are strong enough to be called a 
gale 

gall /go:l/ noun 1 . a thick bitter brownish- 
yellow liquid produced by the liver, which 
helps to digest fatty substances. Synonym 
bile 2. a growth on a plant, especially on an 
oak tree, caused by a parasitic insect 3. impu¬ 
dence O He had the gall to say I had cheated. 
■ verb to annoy someone o What galls me is 
that he is so successful when I’m not. Syn¬ 
onym irritate. Antonym please 
gallant /go'laent, 'gselont/ adj 1 . brave 2. 
polite to women O It was very gallant of him 


gallantly 

to offer to take her home. (NOTE: Gallant is 

used only of men.) 

gallantly /'gaslantli/ adv in a gallant way 
gallantry /'gaelantri/ noun bravery 
gall bladder /'ga:l ,blaeda/ noun a sac un¬ 
derneath the liver, in which bile produced by 
the liver is stored 

galleon /'gaslian/ noun a large 16th century 
sailing ship 

d> gallery /'gaslari/ noun 1. □ (art) gallery 
a place where objects such as pictures and 
sculptures are on show to the public o The 
National Gallery is in Trafalgar Square. O 
The Tate Gallery has a collection of modern 
paintings. 2. a balcony inside a church or hall 
O A group of musicians played in the gallery. 
3. (in a theatre or cinema) the highest rows 
of seats O We managed to get seats in the 
gallery k 4. (in a mine) an underground pas¬ 
sage or tunnel with walkways (NOTE: [all 
senses] The plural is galleries.) 
galley /'gaeli/ noun 1. a large ship rowed by 
slaves 2. a kitchen on a plane or ship O The 
stewardess will get you some water from the 
galley. 

galling /' goilir)/ adj annoying. Synonym 
frustrating. Antonym soothing 
gallon /'gaelan/ noun a measure of quantity 
of liquid, equal to 4.55 litres O The car was 
empty and I had to put in seven gallons of 
petrol. O An economical car does 40 miles to 
the gallon. 

COMMENT: In Britain one gallon (the impe¬ 
rial gallon) equals 4.55 litres, but in the USA 
only 3.78 litres. 

(D gallop /'gaslap/ noun 1. the fastest run¬ 
ning pace of a horse O The horse went off at a 
gallop. 2. a fast ride on a horse O Let’s go for 
a gallop along the beach. ■ verb to go fast, 
especially on horseback O The riders gal¬ 
loped through the woods. O He galloped 
through his lecture. 

gallows /'gaslauz/ noun a wooden support 
from which criminals are executed by hang¬ 
ing. Synonym scaffold (NOTE: The plural is 

gallows.) 

galore /ga'la:/ adj in large quantities o This 
autumn we had pears galore. (NOTE: always 
follows the noun) 

galvanise /'gaslvanaiz/, galvanize verb 
1. to coat iron with zinc O The shed has a 
galvanised iron roof. 2. to give someone a 
shock so that he or she will act O She tried to 
galvanise him into action. 
gambit /'gasmbit/ noun 1. something said 
or done which should give you an advantage 
in an argument 2. a series of moves which 
start a game of chess 

gamble /'gaembal/ noun a risk o This in¬ 
vestment is a bit of a gamble. O He took a 
gamble with the weather in planning his pic- 


gamut 

nic for the beginning of March. ■ verb to bet 
money on cards, horses, etc. O He lost all his 
money gambling on dog races. □ to gamble 
on something happening to do something, 
hoping that something will happen O We 're 
gambling on fine weather for the village fete. 
gambler /'gaembla/ noun a person who 
gambles 

gambling /'gasmblir)/ noun the activity of 
placing bets on cards, horses, etc., or of play¬ 
ing games of chance. } betting 
(D game /geim/ noun 1. a sport which can 
be won with skill, strength or luck o She’s 
not very good at games. 2. a single match be¬ 
tween two opponents or two opposing teams 
O Everyone wanted to watch the game of 
football. O Do you want a game of snooker? 
O Our team have won all their games this 
year. 3. □ to give the game away to reveal a 
secret plan □ so that’s his little game! now 
we know what his plans are □ the game’s up 
you’ve been found out 4. a single round in 
tennis, bridge, etc. O Game, set and match to 
Becker. O She’s winning by six games to 
three. 5. □ Games a large organised sports 
competition O the Olympic Games O the 
Commonwealth Games 6. wild animals and 
birds such as deer, rabbits and pheasants, 
which are killed for sport or food O Our 
cookery book has several recipes for game. ■ 
adj ready and willing (dated) o I’m game to 
have a go. O She’s always game for anything. 
gamebird /'geimb3:d/ noun a wild bird 
such as a pheasant or partridge which is 
killed for sport and food 
gamekeeper /'geimkiipa/ noun a person 
working on a private estate who protects wild 
birds and animals so that they can be hunted 
gamely /'geimli/ adv bravely 
game of chance /,geim av 'tjians/ noun 
a game where players bet on the possibility 
of wimiing 

game reserve /'geim ri,z3:v/, game 
park /'geim pa:k/ noun a park where wild 
animals are allowed to live freely 
game show /'geim Jau/ noun a TV show, 
where teams of people play games 
gaming /'geimig/ noun 1. same as gam¬ 
bling 2. the practice of playing computer 
games 

gamma /'gasma/ noun the third letter of the 
Greek alphabet, or a mark showing a third 
level in a series. Symbol y 
gamma rays /'gaema reiz/ plural noun 
rays which are shorter than X-rays and which 
are given off by radioactive substances 
gammon /‘gasman/ noun meat from the 
lower part of a side of bacon 
gamut /'gasmat/ noun the complete range 
of things of the same type 
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gander 

gander /'gsends/ noun a male goose 
(NOTE: The females are geese and the 
young are goslings.) 

(D gang /gaer)/ noun 1 . a band of people, e.g. 
criminals or youths O a notorious South 
American drugs gang O a gang of pickpock¬ 
ets O Gangs offootball fans wandered round 
the streets breaking shop windows. 2. a 
group of workers O Gangs of men worked all 
night to repair the railway track. ■ verb □ to 
gang up with someone to join up with some¬ 
one to do something O The different unions 
are ganging up to put in a joint pay claim. □ 
to gang up on someone to form a group to 
attack one person O She felt as if the rest of 
office staff were ganging up on her. 
gangland /'gaeglsend/ noun the gangs in 
an area taken as a group O The police are in¬ 
vestigating a gangland murder. 
gangling /'gaegglir)/ adj with long arms 
and legs. Synonym lanky. Antonym elegant 
gangplank /'gaegplasgk/ noun a plank 
from a quay to a boat to allow people to go 
on and off the boat. ) gangway 
gangrene /'gasggriin/ noun a condition 
where tissues die and rot, because the blood 
supply has been lost through injury 
gangster /'gasgsto/ noun a criminal be¬ 
longing to a violent gang 
gangway /'gaegwei/ noun 1. (in a theatre, 
cinema, etc.) a passage between rows of 
seats O Don’t block the gangway. 2. a little 
movable bridge for going on board a ship O 
We went up the gangway carrying our cases. 
gaol /d 3 eil/, gaoler /'d 3 eilo/ another spell¬ 
ing of jail, jailer (NOTE: The US spelling is 
always jail or jailer.) 

(D gap /gasp/ noun 1 . a space between two 
things or in the middle of something O 
There’s a gap between the two planks. O The 
sheep all rushed through the gap in the 
hedge. □ a gap in the market an opportunity 
to sell something O We’re trying to find a 
gap in the market. 2. the difference between 
two things O The gap is widening between 
rich and poor. 3. something or someone 
missing O His departure left a gap in our 
team. O We need someone to fill a gap in our 
sales force. 

gape /geip/ verb to open your mouth wide 
in surprise or shock 

gaping /'geipig/ adj wide. Antonym 

narrow 

gap year /'gaep jio/ noun a year between 
ending secondary school and going to univer¬ 
sity, when students often get work or travel 
experience before continuing their formal 
studies 

® garage /'gaerid 3 , 'gasra^/ noun 1. a 
small building where you can keep a car O 
He put the car into the garage overnight. O 


gargle 

She drove the car out of the garage. O Don't 
forget to lock the garage door. O The hotel 
has garage space for thirty cars. 2. a busi¬ 
ness where petrol is sold and where cars may 
be repaired or sold O Where’s the nearest ga¬ 
rage? I need some petrol. O I can’t drive you 
to the station - my car is in the garage. O 
You can hire cars from the garage near the 
post office. Also called service station ■ 
verb to keep a vehicle in a garage O The car 
was garaged overnight in the hotel’s under¬ 
ground carpark. 

garage sale /'g£erid 3 sell, 'gasra :3 sell/ 
noun a private sale of household goods 
which you do not want, held in your garage 
garb /ga:b/ noun clothes worn by a particu¬ 
lar category of person. Synonym clothing 
(NOTE: no plural) 

(D garbage /'ga:bid 3 / noun 1 . rubbish o I 
don’t believe a word of what he said - it’s 
just garbage. 2. mainly US household waste 
O Don’t forget to put the garbage out. (NOTE: 
no plural. The usual British term is rub¬ 
bish.) 

garbed /gcubd/ adj dressed in a particular 
way. Synonym clothed 
garbled / , ga:b(o)ld/ adj confusingly ex¬ 
pressed and difficult to understand 
(D garden /'ga:d(9)n/ noun a piece of 
ground near a house, used for growing such 
things as vegetables and flowers O We grow 
all the vegetables we need in the back gar¬ 
den. O Your sister’s outside, sitting in the 
garden. O He hurt his foot with a garden 
fork. (NOTE: The US term is yard.) 
garden centre /'ga:d(9)n .sento/ noun a 
place which sells things such as plants, seeds, 
and equipment for gardening 
gardener /'ga:d(9)no/ noun a person who 
looks after a garden either as a hobby or as a 
job 

garden gnome /,ga:d(3)n 'noum/ noun a 
little coloured statue of a gnome, used as a 
garden decoration 

gardening / l ga:d(o)nig/ noun the activity 
of looking after a garden 
garden party /'ga:d(9)n ,pa:ti/ noun a 
social occasion held in a garden or in a 
house’s grounds 

gardens /'ga:d(9)nz/ plural noun a large 
area made up of several sections of garden 
garden shed /,ga:d(9)n 'Jed/ noun a 
small building where tools, equipment, and 
supplies for gardening are kept 
gargantuan /gai'gaentjuon/ adj ex¬ 
tremely big. Synonym huge. Antonym tiny 
gargle /'ga:g(o)l/ verb to clean your mouth 
by taking liquid into your mouth and blowing 
air through it before spitting it out ■ noun the 
action of gargling O Have a good gargle with 
this mouthwash. 
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gargoyle 

gargoyle /'gaigoil/ noun a water spout on 
a medieval building, carved like a grotesque 
head 

garish /'georiJV adj too colourful. Synonym 
gaudy. Antonym tasteful 
garland /'gailond/ noun a circle of 
flowers or paper decorations O She wore 
a garland of flowers in her hair. O The room 
was decorated with paper garlands. ■ verb 
to decorate someone or something with 
garlands O The visitors were garlanded with 
flowers. 

@ garlic /'gailik/ noun a bulb of a plant 
with a strong smell, a little like an onion 
garlic bread /.gailik 'bred/ noun French 
bread spread with butter and garlic and 
heated 

garlicky /'gailiki/ adj tasting or smelling of 
garlic 

garment /'gaimont/ noun a piece of cloth¬ 
ing ( formal) 

garner /'gaino/ verb to collect something 
such as facts or data ( formal) 
garnish /'gainiJV noun something used to 
decorate food O ham with a garnish of pick- 
led cucumbers ■ verb to decorate food O The 
fish was garnished with slices of tomato. 
garret /'gserot/ noun a small room in an at¬ 
tic. Synonym attic 

garrison /'g 2 eris(o)n/ noun soldiers de¬ 
fending a castle or town O The attackers 
promised the garrison safe passage if they 
surrendered. □ garrison town a town where 
a regiment of soldiers is based ■ verb to put 
troops somewhere as a garrison o The town 
was garrisoned by the Scots Guards. 
garrulous /'geerulos/ adj who always talks 
a lot. Synonym talkative. Antonym taciturn 
<D gas /gass/ noun 1. a chemical substance 
which is not a liquid or a solid, and which be¬ 
comes liquid if it is cooled O Decomposing 
rubbish gives off methane gas. O Air is 
formed of several gases, mainly nitrogen and 
oxygen. □ gas attack an attack on an enemy 
using poison gas 2. a chemical substance 
used for cooking or heating O I must go back 
home -1 think I left the gas on. O There is a 
smell of gas or It smells of gas in the kitchen. 
O Turn down the gas or Turn the gas down - 
it’s too hot. O Can I borrow your lighter? - 
mine has run out of gas. O The hotel is 
heated by gas. 3. US same as gasoline o We 
ran out of gas on the freeway. □ to step on 
the gas to drive faster (informal ) o Step on 
the gas - we ’ll miss the train! ■ verb to poi¬ 
son or kill someone using gas ( informal ) o 
Millions of people were gassed during the 
war. (NOTE: gassing - gassed) 
gas chamber /'gass ,tJeimbo/ noun a 
room where people are killed using poison 
gas 


gate 

gas cylinder /'gass .silindo/ noun a metal 
tube containing gas 

gaseous /'ggesios/ adj referring to gas 
gas fire /gaes 'faio/ noun a fire which heats 
with gas 

gash /gaeJV noun a deep cut o He received a 
gash on his forehead. Synonym wound 
(NOTE: The plural is gashes.) ■ verb to 
make a deep cut O The knife gashed his arm. 
O She gashed her hand on the broken glass. 
gasket /'gaeskit/ noun a thin piece of a ma¬ 
terial put between two surfaces to prevent 
liquid or gas escaping 

gasmask /'gaesmaisk/ noun a mask which 
protects against poison gas 
gas meter /'gaes .miito/ noun a meter in¬ 
side a house by which you pay for the gas 
which you use 

gasoline /'gaesoliin/ noun US a liquid, 
made from petroleum, used to drive a car en¬ 
gine (NOTE: usually shortened to gas. The 
British term is petrol.) 

gasp /gaisp/ noun 1. a sudden intake of 
breath showing surprise or pain O She gave a 
gasp when she saw the face at the window. 2. 
□ last gasp a final action, which marks the 
end of something O The executions were the 
last gasp of the army regime. □ he’s at his 
last gasp it is almost the end of his life, reign, 
etc. O The poor car is at its last gasp - we re¬ 
ally must get a new one. ■ verb 1. to take a 
short deep breath O He gasped when he saw 
the bill. 2. to have difficulty in breathing O 
After the race he lay on the ground gasping 
for breath. 

gas station /'gaes ,steiJ(o)n/ noun US a 
place where you can buy gasoline (NOTE: 
The British term is petrol station.) 
gassy /'gaesi/ adj ( especially of carbonated 
drinks) full of gas 

gas tap /'gees taep/ noun a tap on an appli¬ 
ance which turns the gas on or off 
gastric /'gaestrik/ adj referring to the 
stomach 

gastric flu /.gaestrik 'flu:/ noun any mild 
stomach disorder ( informal) 
gastronomic ^gaestro'nmnik/ adj relat¬ 
ing to good eating, or to styles of cooking 
gas turbine /gass 't3ibain/ noun a unit in 
a car engine where the exhaust gases from 
the engine are used to drive a turbine and so 
increase engine power 

® gate /geit/ noun 1. a low door made of 
bars of wood or metal, in a wall or fence, not 
in a building O Shut the gate - if you leave it 
open the sheep will get out of the field. O 
There is a white gate leading into the garden. 
2. a door which leads to an aircraft at an air¬ 
port O Flight AZ270 is now boarding at Gate 
23. 3. the number of people with tickets to 
watch a sports match O There was a gate of 
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gateau 

50,000 at the football final. (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with gait.) 

gateau /'gastou/ noun a large cream cake 
(NOTE: The plural is gateaux /'gastouz/.) 
gatecrash /'geitkrasj*/ verb □ to 
gatecrash a party to get into a party without 
being invited O A group of students tried to 
gatecrash her party. 

gatecrasher /'geitkrasfo/ noun a person 
who gets into a party without being invited 
gatepost /'geitpoust/ noun a vertical 
piece of wood to which a gate is attached 
with hinges □ between you, me and the 
gatepost let me tell you this in secret ( infor¬ 
mal) O Between you, me and the gatepost, I 
think she's pregnant. 

gateway /'geitwei/ noun 1. an opening 
where a gate is fitted 2. a place which leads 
to a larger area O Washington, gateway to the 
south 

<g> gather /'gasdo/ verb 1. to bring things or 
people together O He gathered his papers to¬ 
gether after the lecture. O She has been gath¬ 
ering information on the history of the local 
school. 2. to come together O Groups of peo¬ 
ple gathered outside the Parliament building. 

3. to understand O I gather that his father is 
in hospital. O We gather he has left the office. 

4. to pick plants, flowers, fruit, etc. o The 
children were gathering blackberries. O The 
grape harvest has been gathered. 5. □ to 
gather speed to go faster O The bus gathered 
speed as it ran down the hill. 6. to bunch up 
material into little folds, by pulling a thread 
sewn along it 

<§> gathering /'gasdorir)/ noun a group of 
people who have come together O A speaker 
from another association will address the 
gathering. ■ adj which is coming together O 
The gathering crowds did not realise that the 
president had already left the country. □ the 
gathering storm the storm or other unpleas¬ 
ant event which is coming 
gauche /gouJV adj clumsy and shy when 
meeting people. Synonym awkward 
gaudily /'go:dili/ adv colourfully 
gaudy /'goidi/ adj very brightly coloured. 
Synonym bright. Antonym tasteful (NOTE: 
gaudier - gaudiest) 

(D gauge /geid 3 / noun 1. an instrument to 
measure depth, pressure, etc. 2. the distance 
between the two rails in a railway line ■ verb 
to measure or to calculate O This is an instru¬ 
ment which gauges the speed of the wind. O 
The chairman tried to gauge the feeling of 
the meeting. Synonym evaluate 
gaunt /go:nt/ adj very thin 
gauntlet /'gointlot/ noun a strong glove □ 
to throw down the gauntlet to issue a chal¬ 
lenge □ to pick up the gauntlet to accept a 
challenge □ to run the gauntlet to go 


gear 

through a dangerous crowd O She ran the 
gauntlet of news photographers. 
gauze /goiz/ noun a type of thin material 
d> gave /geiv/ 0 give 

gawkiness /'goikinos/ noun the fact of 
being gawky ( informal) 
gawky /'goiki/ adj clumsy and rather 
unattractive in appearance or movement ( in¬ 
formal ) Synonym awkward (NOTE: gawkier 
- gawkiest) 

gawp /go:p/ verb to gaze stupidly or rudely 
at something 

(D gay /gei/ adj 1. attracted to people of the 
same sex O It’s a club where gay men and 
women meet. O They met in a gay bar in 
Soho. 2. bright and lively (dated) o The 
houses along the street are all painted in gay 
colours. (NOTE: gayer - gayest) ■ noun a 
person who is attracted to someone of the 
same sex O a club for gays 
gaze /geiz/ noun a steady look o She re¬ 
fused to meet his gaze. Synonym stare. Ant¬ 
onym glance ■ verb to look steadily o She 
gazed into his eyes. O He stood on the cliff, 
gazing out to sea. 

gazelle /go'zel/ noun a type of small ante¬ 
lope which runs and leaps in the air (NOTE: 
The plural is usually gazelle: a herd of ga¬ 
zelle.) 

gazette /go'zet/ noun 1. the official news¬ 
paper of a military, legal or government or¬ 
ganisation 2. used in the name of some 
newspapers O the Evening Gazette 
gazetteer ^gaezo'tio/ noun a list of names 
of places 

gazump /go'zAmp/ verb to accept a higher 
price from a buyer for a house which some¬ 
one else has already agreed to buy at a lower 
price ( informal) □ to gazump someone to ac¬ 
cept a higher price for a house which some¬ 
one has already agreed to buy 
GBH abbr grievous bodily harm 
GCSE noun a British school exam taken at 
the age of around 16. Full form General 
Certificate of Secondary Education 
g’day /g'dai/ Australia another spelling of 
good day 

GDP abbr gross domestic product 
<D gear /gio/ noun 1 . equipment o He took 
all his climbing gear with him. O She was 
carrying her painting gear in a rucksack. 2 . 
clothing O She was putting on her tennis 
gear. 3. a system of cogs in a vehicle that 
makes it possible to change the amount of 
work the engine has to do to turn the wheels 
□ to change gear to move from one gear into 
another O There was a loud noise as he tried 
to change gear. □ top gear or high gear the 
highest gear, used for fast speeds O The car is 
most economical in top gear. □ in gear with 
the gears engaged ■ verb □ to gear some- 
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thing to to fit something to O The ferry ser¬ 
vices are geared to the tourist season. O 
Lessons must be geared to the students’ 
ability. 

gearbox /'gioboks/ noun a case for gears 
in a car 

gear lever /'gio .liivo/, gear stick /'gio 
st ilc/ noun the handle in a car which is used 
to change gears 

gear up /,gior 'Ap/ verb to get ready 
gecko /'gekou/ noun a small tropical lizard 
(NOTE: The plural is geckos.) 
geek /gi:k/ noun a person who is a proud or 
enthusiastic user of computers or other tech¬ 
nology, especially one who is interested in 
few other things or is socially awkward (in¬ 
formal) 

® geese /giis/ 0 goose 

gee whizz /'d 3 i: 'wiz/ interj indicating 

surprise 

geezer /'giizo/ noun a man (slang) 

Geiger counter /'gaigo .kaunto/ noun a 
device for detecting and recording levels of 
radioactivity 

gel /d 3 el/ noun a thick substance similar to a 
jelly ■ verb to become more certain or more 
clear O The details of the plan began to gel. 
(NOTE: gelling - gelled) 
gelatin /'d 3 ebti:n/, gelatine noun a sub¬ 
stance made from boiling animal bones, and 
used to make foods such as jelly 
gelatinous A^o'laetinos/ adj like jelly 
gelding /’geldir)/ noun a castrated male 
horse 

gelignite /'d 3 elignait/ noun an explosive 
made from nitroglycerine 
gem /d 3 em/ noun 1 . a precious stone o She 
wore a crown set with pearls and gems. 2. an 
amusing or interesting item O Here are some 
gems from yesterday’s paper. 3. a person 
who is very useful and important to you 
Gemini /'d 3 eminai/ noun one of the signs 
of the Zodiac, shaped like twins, covering the 
period 21 st May to 21 st June 
gender /'d 3 emb/ noun 1. the fact of being 
male or female O Everyone has the same 
rights, regardless of race, religion or gender. 
2. (in grammar) a system where nouns and 
adjectives have different forms to show if 
they are masculine, feminine or neuter 
© gene Idfiml noun the part of a chromo¬ 
some which carries characteristics from par¬ 
ent to child 

genealogical / l d3i:ni9'lDd3ik(3)l/ adj re¬ 
ferring to genealogy. Synonym hereditary 
genealogy /, d 3 i:ni 1 aelsd^i/ noun 1. the 
study of the history of families O He’s an ex¬ 
pert in the genealogy of Scottish clans. 2. the 
history of a family, showing how different 
generations are related to each other O She’s 


generation 

drawn up the genealogy of her father’s 
family. 

( I ) general /'d3en(9)r3l/ adj 1. ordinary, not 
special O He had a good general education, 
but didn ’t specialise in any particular field. □ 
in general normally O In general, the 
weather is warmer in the south. 2. referring 
to everything or everyone O They issued a 
general instruction to all the staff. ■ noun an 
army officer of high rank O He has only re¬ 
cently been promoted to general. 
general anaesthetic /,d3en(o)r3l senos- 
'0etik/ noun a substance given to make a pa¬ 
tient lose consciousness so that a major surgi¬ 
cal operation can be carried out 

general election /,d3en(9)rol flekjbn/ 
noun an election where all voters can vote 
for a new government 

general hospital /,d3en(o)r3l 'hospitl/ 
noun a hospital which deals with all types of 
injuries and illnesses 

generalisation /,d3en(3)r3lai 'zeij(3)n/, 
generalization noun a general statement. 
Antonym detail 

generalise /'d3en(3)r3laiz/, generalize 

verb to make a general statement about 
something. Synonym simplify. Antonym 
specify 

generalised /'d3en(3)r3laizd/, general¬ 
ized adj 1 . concerning general ideas, not spe¬ 
cific subjects O After talking about the recent 
floods, the discussion became more general¬ 
ised. 2. affecting many areas throughout the 
body O The cancer became generalised. Ant¬ 
onym localised 

generalities /.dseno'melitiz/ plural noun 
general subjects for a conversation 
generality /^eno'rasliti/ noun the state 
of being general 

general knowledge /.dsenCojrol 
'nDlid 3 / noun knowledge of a wide range of 
subjects 

(J) generally /'d3en(o)r9li/ adv normally o 
The office is generally closed between 
Christmas and the New Year. Synonym usu¬ 
ally. Antonym rarely 

general store /'d3en(9)rol stoi/ noun a 
small shop which sells a wide range of goods 
general strike /.dsenbjrol 'straik/ noun 
a strike of all or many of the workers in a 
country 

@ generate /'d 3 enoreit/ verb to produce 
something such as power O We use wind to 
generate electricity. 

@ generation /.dseno'reiJXojn/ noun 1. 
the production of something such as power O 
the generation of electricity from waves 2. all 
people bom at about the same time O The 
1960s generation had an easier life than we 
did. O Many people of my father’s generation 
cannot understand computer technology. 3. 
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members of a family bom about the same 
time □ that’s a matter for the younger gen¬ 
eration that’s a matter for the younger mem¬ 
bers of a family □ much of our time is spent 
looking after the older generation much of 
our time is spent looking after the older 
members of our family 4. a series of ma¬ 
chines made at about the same time O They 
are developing a new type of engine for the 
next generation of aircraft. 
generation gap / l d3eno'reiJ(9)n gaep/ 
noun a lack of understanding between 
generations 

(D generator /'d3en9reit9/ noun a ma¬ 
chine which makes electricity 
generic /d39'nerik/ adj referring to a range 
or class of things. Antonym specific 
generosity /,d3en9'rDsiti/ noun being 
glad to give money or your time to help 
someone 

generous /'d3en(9)r9s/ adj 1. giving 
money or presents gladly O Thank you! 
You 're so generous! 2. very willing to give 
your time to help someone O He ’s been very 
generous with his time. 3. large O a generous 
helping of pudding 

genesis /'d 3 emsis/ noun the origin or be¬ 
ginning of something ( formal) 
gene therapy /'d 3 i:n ,0er9pi/ noun a 
medical treatment for some types of disease 
in which genes that can improve a patient’s 
condition are put into their body 
<D genetic A^a'netik/ adj referring to 
genes. Synonym hereditary. Antonym 
learned 

(D genetically /d39'netikli/ adv using ge¬ 
netic engineering 

genetically modified /d39,netikli 
'modifaid/ noun with a genetic composition 
that has been altered through genetic engi¬ 
neering. Abbr GM 

genetic code /d39,netik 'kaud/ noun in¬ 
formation stored in a cell’s DNA and passed 
on as the cell divides 

genetic engineering A^netik end 3 i- 
’nisrir)/ noun techniques used to change the 
genetic composition of a cell so as to change 
certain characteristics 

geneticist A^s'netisist/ noun a person 
who specialises in the study of genetics 
genetics /d39'netiks/ noun the science 
and study of genes and heredity 
genial /'d3i:ni9l/ adj cheerful and friendly 
genially /'d3i:ni9li/ adv in a cheerful and 
friendly way 

genital /'d3emt(9)l/ adj referring to the sex 
organs 

@ genius /'d3i:ni9s/ noun 1. a very intelli¬ 
gent person; a person who has great ability O 
She’s a chess genius. O Napoleon was a mili¬ 
tary genius. O She came top of the class - 
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she’s a real genius. (NOTE: The plural is ge¬ 
niuses.) 2. great ability O He has a genius 
for keeping people amused. (NOTE: no plural) 
genocide /'d3en9said/ noun the killing of 
an entire racial group 

genome /'d3i:n9um/ noun 1. all the genes 

in an individual 2. a set of genes which are 

inherited from one parent 

genre I'^onrN noun a type of something 

such as art, literature or theatre 

gent /d^entl noun same as gentleman 

(dated informal) 

genteel A^en'tiil/ adj refined and 
respectable 

gentile /^entail/ noun, adj (a person) 
who is not a Jew 

<D gentle /'d3ent(9)l/ adj 1 . soft and kind o 
The nurse has gentle hands. 2. not very 
strong O After a little gentle persuasion, she 
agreed to the plan. O He gave the door a gen¬ 
tle push. 3. not very steep O There is a gentle 
slope down to the lake. (NOTE: gentler - 
gentlest) 

(D gentleman /'d3ent(9)lm9n/ noun 1. a 
man, especially a well-behaved or upper- 
class man O He’s such a gentleman; he al¬ 
ways opens the door for me. 2. a polite way 
of referring to or addressing a man O This 
gentleman is waiting to be served. O Well, 
gentlemen, if everyone is here, the meeting 
can start. □ ‘ladies and gentlemen’ a polite 
way of starting to talk to a group of men and 
women (NOTE: The plural is gentlemen.) 

<D gently /'d 3 entli/ adv 1. softly o He 
gently put the blanket over her. O She rocked 
the cradle gently. □ gently does it! be care¬ 
ful! 2. not strongly O The wind blew gently 
through the bushes. 3. not steeply O The path 
rises gently to the top of the hill. 
gentrification /.dsentrifi'keij^n/ noun 
the action of making a poor part of a town 
more popular with rich people 
gentrify /'d 3 entrifai/ verb to make a poor 
part of town popular with rich people 
gentry /'d 3 entri/ plural noun people of 
high class, below the aristocracy. Antonym 
working class 

® genuine /'d 3 enjuin/ adj 1. real; true o 
The painting was not a genuine Picasso. O A 
genuine leather purse will cost a lot more 
than that. 2. sincere and honest O She ap¬ 
peared to be an open, genuine person. 
genuinely /'d 3 enjuinli/ adv 1. sincerely 2. 
very O a problem that is genuinely difficult to 
resolve 

genus /'d3i:n9s/ noun a group of related 
species of animals or plants (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is genera /'d3en9r9/.) 
geographical /,d 3 i:9 1 graefik(9)l/ adj re¬ 
ferring to geography 


351 


geography 

® geography /dji'Dgrsfi/ noun the study 
of the Earth’s surface, its climate, plants and 
animals 

geological /,d3i:9'lDd3ik(3)l/ adj refer¬ 
ring to geology 

geologist /d3i'Dlod3ist/ noun a person 
who specialises in geology 
(D geology /d 3 i'Dlod 3 i/ noun the science 
and study of the rocks that form the Earth’s 
crust 

geometrical /^iis'inetrik^)!/ adj refer¬ 
ring to geometry 

(D geometry /dsi'omotri/ noun the mathe¬ 
matical science of lines, surfaces and solids 
Georgian /'d3o:d39n/ adj referring to the 
architecture of the time of George I, George 
II and George III in the eighteenth century 
geranium A^o'reiniom/ noun a brightly 
coloured summer flower, usually red or pink 
gerbil /'d33:b(o)l/ noun a small furry ani¬ 
mal, often kept as a pet 
geriatric /.dseri'astrik/ adj referring to old 
people, or old age O geriatric medicine. Syn¬ 
onym elderly. Antonym young 
geriatrics /.dseri'setriks/ noun the study 
of old people and their health 
(D germ /d^3iml noun 1. something which 
causes disease O Wash your hands after emp¬ 
tying the dustbin so you don’t spread any 
germs. 2. an inside part of a seed O wheat 
germ 3. the beginning of something O He 
had the germ of an idea. 

(D German /'d33:ni3n/ adj referring to Ger¬ 
many or its inhabitants O There are three 
German players in the team. O Do you like 
German food? ■ noun 1. the language spo¬ 
ken in Germany, Austria and parts of Swit¬ 
zerland and Italy O Do you know the German 
for ‘one - two - three ’? O You must brush up 
your German if you are going to work in 
Germany. O He took a crash course in Ger¬ 
man. O He goes to German classes in the 
evening. 2. a person from Germany O Our 
next-door neighbours are Germans. 
germane /d33i'mein/ adj directly con¬ 
nected to a matter. Synonym relevant. Ant¬ 
onym irrelevant 

German measles /,d33:m9n 'mi:z(3)lz/ 
noun a usually mild disease which gives a 
red rash but which can affect an unborn child 
if caught by a pregnant woman. Also called 

rubella 

German shepherd /,d33:m3n 'Jepsd/ 
noun a breed of large dog, often used as a 
guard dog (NOTE: The British term is Alsa¬ 
tian.) 

germicide /'d33:misaid/ noun a substance 
which kills germs 

germinate /'d33:mineit/ verb (of a plant 
seed) to start to grow. Synonym sprout 


get across 

germination /^ssimi'nei^a)^ noun 
starting to grow 

gerund /^erand/ noun a noun fonned 
from the present participle of a verb (NOTE: 
In English, gerunds are formed from the 
‘-ing’ form of verbs, as in Cycling is good 
exercise-, Choral singing is very popular in 
Wales.) 

gestation /d3e'steij(3)n/ noun 1. a period 
when a baby is carried in its mother’s womb 
2. a period when something such as a book is 
being worked on O The gestation period is 
almost over and the book should be pub¬ 
lished next month. 

gesticulate /d 3 e'stikjuleit/ verb to make 
signs with your hands or arms 
gesticulation /dse.stikju'lei^s)^ noun 
a sign made with your arms or hands 
(D gesture /'d3estj3/ noun 1. a movement 
of part of the body such as the hands to show 
feeling O She made a slight gesture of impa¬ 
tience with her hand. 2. an action which 
shows that you care about something O The 
gift of fruit was a kind gesture on her part. O 
As a gesture to the staff the management has 
had the toilets repainted. ■ verb to make a 
movement with your hands O He gestured to 
the audience to sit down. 

® get /get/ verb 1. to receive something o 
We got a letter from the bank this morning. O 
He will get £10 for washing the car. O She 
gets more money than I do. 2. □ to get to to 
arrive at a place; to reach a place O We only 
got to the hotel at midnight. O When does 
your train get to London? O The plane gets to 
New York at 4p.m. O When you get to my age 
you ’ll understand!. 3. to become a particular 
way O I’m getting too old for rugby. O He’s 
got much fatter over the last year or so. O 
The sun got hotter and hotter. O The carpet’s 
getting dirty. 4. to have something done O / 
must get my suit cleaned. O We got the car 
mended in time to go on holiday. 5. to make 
someone do something O Can you get the ga¬ 
rage to mend the brakes? O I’ll try and get 
her to bring some CDs. 6. to catch an illness 
O I think I’m getting a cold. O He got measles 
just before the holiday started. 7. to make 
something become a certain way O He al¬ 
ways gets his clothes dirty. O She’s busy get¬ 
ting the meal ready. 8. to start doing 
something O Let’s get going! 9. to under¬ 
stand something O Do you think he got my 
meaning? □ got it! I’ve solved the problem! 
(NOTE: getting - got /got/ - has got) 

© get across /.get a'kros/ verb 1. to man¬ 
age to cross something O They got across the 
river on rafts. 2. to make someone under¬ 
stand something O I’m trying to get across to 
the people in the office that they all have to 
work harder. O We just can’t seem to get our 
message across. 
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(D get along /.get a'lng/ verb 1. to manage 
O She got along quite well when her mother 
was away on holiday. O We seem to get along 
very happily without the telephone. O How 
are you getting along? 2. □ to get along 
(with someone) to be friendly with someone; 
to work well with someone O I don ’ t think 
they get along. 

get around /.get o'raund/ verb 1. to move 
from place to place O Since he had his acci¬ 
dent he gets around on two sticks. 2. (of 
news) to be heard by a lot of people o The 
news soon got around that they were 
married. 

(D get at /'get ast/ verb 1. to reach some¬ 
thing O You ’ll need to stand on a chair to get 
at the jam jar on the top shelf. 2. □ to get at 
someone to criticise someone all the time (in¬ 
formal) O She thinks she’s being got at. 3. to 
mean something O What was he really get¬ 
ting at when he said that some people were 
not working hard enough? 

<D get away /.get o'wei/ verb 1. to escape 
O The robbers got away in a stolen car. 2. □ 
to get away with something not to be pun¬ 
ished for having done something O He’s al¬ 
ways rude to the customers, but gets away 
with it somehow. □ to get away with mur¬ 
der to do something really bad and still not 
be punished for it (informal) o He’s the 
teacher’s favourite and she lets him get away 
with murder. 

getaway /'getowei/ noun an escape 
CD get back /.get 'bask/ verb 1. to return o 
They got back home very late. O When did 
they get back from the cinema? 2. to get 
something again which you had before O / 
got my money back after I had complained to 
the manager. □ to get your breath back to 
breathe normally after being breathless O At 
my age, I can't walk uphill very far without 
stopping to get my breath back. 3. to phone 
back or reply by post O I’ll find out what the 
situation is and get back to you as soon as I 
can. 

(D get by /.get 'bai/ verb 1. to manage to do 
something with difficulty O I can just get by 
in German. O How are you going to get by 
without a car? 2. to manage to live O It is dif¬ 
ficult for them to get by in New York on only 
$30 a day. 

<D get down /.get 'daun/ verb 1. to go back 
down onto the ground O The cat climbed up 
the tree and couldn’t get down. O He got 
down off the ladder. 2. to bring down O Can 
you get my suitcase down for me? 3. to make 
someone sad O Rainy weather always gets 
me down. 

<g> get down to /.get 'daun tu:/ verb □ to 
get down to (some hard) work to start 
working hard O He will have to get down to 
work if he wants to pass the test. 


get out 

(D get in /.get 'in/ verb 1. to go inside 
a vehicle such as a car O Get in! - the train’s 
going to leave. O The burglars must have got 
in through the bathroom window. 2. to arrive 
home or at the office O What time did you get 
in last night? O Because of the train strike, 
we didn’t get in until eleven o ’clock. 3. to ask 
someone to come to do a job o We’U get a 
builder in to mend the wall. 

(D get into /.get 'intu:/ verb 1. to go inside 
a vehicle such as a car O They got into the 
back of the car. O I was just getting into bed 
when the phone rang. O The burglars got into 
the building through a window on the ground 
floor. 2. □ to get into the habit of doing 
something to start to do something regularly 
O He got into the habit of calling his father 
‘Boss ’. □ to get into trouble or difficulties 
to start to have problems O He got into trou¬ 
ble with the police. □ to get into a conversa¬ 
tion with someone to start a conversation 
with someone 

d> get lost /.get 'lost/ verb 1. not to know 
where you are o He’s hopeless, he got lost 
walking from Oxford Circus to Piccadilly. O 
They should be back by now - do you think 
they’ve got lost? 2. □ get lost! go away! 
(slang) o When she asked him for money he 
told her to get lost. 

(D get off /.get 'Df/ verb 1. to come down 
from or out of a vehicle such as a car O She 
got off her bicycle at the red light. O If you 
want the post office, you should get off at the 
next stop. O You have to get off the Under¬ 
ground at South Kensington. 2. not to be 
punished, or only receive a light punishment 
O She was lucky to get off so lightly. O He 
was found guilty of embezzlement and got off 
with a fine. 3. □ to get off someone’s back to 
stop bothering someone (informal) o How 
can I get him off my back? 

(D get on /.get 'Dn/ verb 1. to go inside or 
onto a vehicle such as a car O They got on the 
bus at the bank. O The policeman got on his 
bike and rode away. 2. to become old O He’s 
getting on and can’t work as hard as he used 
to. 3. □ to get on (well) to progress well O 
She’s getting on well at university. O My son 
is getting on well in his new job - he has just 
been promoted. 4. to manage O How’s your 
new assistant getting on? 5. to be friendly 
with someone O They don’t get on at all well. 
<D get on with /.get 'Dn wi6/ verb 1. to be 
friendly with someone o He gets on very well 
with everyone. O She doesn’t get on with her 
new boss. O They don’t get on with one an¬ 
other. 2. to continue to do some work O He 
got on with his work and finished the job 
early. 

<D get out /.get 'aut/ verb 1. to take some¬ 
thing out O I’ll get the book out of the li¬ 
brary. O She’s getting the car out of the 
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garage. 2. to go out of something O The bus 
stopped and the driver got out. O The bur¬ 
glars got out through the front door. 3. □ to 
get out of the habit of doing something not 
to do something any more O I’ve got out of 
the habit of eating meat. 

© get over /.get 'ouvo/ verb 1. to climb 
over O They got over the wall into the gar¬ 
den. 2. to become better O He’s got over his 
flu. 3. to recover from a shock O She never 
got over the death of her father. 
get round /.get 'raund/ verb 1. □ to get 
round to (doing) something to do some¬ 
thing at last O He only got round to sending 
his Christmas cards in the week before 
Christmas. 2. to persuade someone to like 
you or to do what you want O She got round 
the boss by giving him a bottle of wine. 
get set /.get 'set/ verb be ready to run ( in¬ 
structions at the start of a race) 

(D get through /.get '0ru:/ verb 1. to man¬ 
age to go through O The cows got through the 
hole in the fence. 2. to be successful O He got 
through his exams, so he is now a qualified 
engineer. 

<D get through to /.get '0ru: tu:/ verb 1. 
to make someone understand O I could not 
get through to her that I had to be at the air¬ 
port by 2.15. 2. to manage to speak to some¬ 
one on the phone O I tried to get through to 
the complaints department but the line was 
always engaged. 

(D get to /'get tu:/ verb to arrive at; to reach 
a place 

get-together /'get to.gedo/ noun a meet¬ 
ing of friends ( informal) 

® get up /.get 'ap / verb 1. to get out of bed 
O He went to bed so late that he didn’t get up 
until II o’clock. O It is 9.30 and John still 
hasn 7 got up. 2. to make someone get out of 
bed O You must get everyone up by 7.30 if we 
are going to leave on time. 3. to stand up O 
When he had finished his meal, he got up 
from the table and walked out of the room. 
get-up /'get Ap/ noun the clothes being 
worn, especially if they are unusual or ridicu¬ 
lous ( informal) 

get-up-and-go /.get Ap on 'gou/ noun 
energy and enthusiasm 
(D get up to /.get 'Ap tu:/ verb 1. to reach 
something O Stop reading when you get up to 
page 23. 2. □ to get up to something to do 
something you should not do O Look at the 
mess in here - whatever did you get up to last 
night? 

geyser /'gi:zo/ noun 1. a natural spring of 
hot water O There are famous geysers in Yel¬ 
lowstone National Park. 2. a gas appliance 
for heating water 

ghastly /'ga:stli/ adj horrible (NOTE: 

ghastlier - ghastliest) 


gibe 

gherkin /'g3:kin/ noun a small vegetable 
of the cucumber family used for pickling 
ghetto /'getou/ noun a poor area in a city in 
which people of a particular race, religion or 
nationality live (NOTE: The plural is ghet¬ 
tos.) 

ghetto blaster /'getau ,bla:sto/ noun a 
large and loud portable radio ( informal ; 
sometimes offensive) 

ghost /goust/ noun 1 . an image of a dead 
person which appears O They say the house is 
haunted by the ghost of its former owner. O 
Her face is white - she looks as if she has 
seen a ghost. □ to give up the ghost to die 2. 
□ not to have a ghost of a chance to have no 
chance at all O She’s gone in for the competi¬ 
tion, but she doesn 7 have a ghost of a chance 
of winning. ■ verb to write a book for some¬ 
one else whose name will appear on the book 
as the author O He’s ghosting the boxer’s 
memoirs. 

ghostly /'gaustli/ adj like a ghost. Syn¬ 
onym ethereal 

ghost Story /'gsust ,sto:ri/ noun a fright¬ 
ening story about ghosts 
ghost town /'gaust taun/ noun an aban¬ 
doned town where no one lives 
ghost writer /'gsust .raits/ noun a person 
who writes a book for a famous person 
whose name then appears on the book as if 
they were the author 

ghoul /gu:l/ noun 1 . a person who is inter¬ 
ested in unpleasant things 2. an evil and 
frightening spirit 3. in Islamic folklore, a 
demon which steals bodies from graves 
Gl /,d3i: ' ai/ noun an American soldier 
giant /'d 3 aiont/ noun 1 . (in fairy tales and 
myths) a very large man O a story about a gi¬ 
ant who lived in a castle at the top of a moun¬ 
tain 2. any very large or important person or 
thing O He’s a giant of a man. O Shares in 
the computer giant have soared. ■ adj very 
large O He’s grown a giant cabbage. O They 
are planning a giant car factory in South 
Wales. Synonym huge. Antonym tiny 
giantess /'d 3 aiontes/ noun a female giant 
(NOTE: The plural is giantesses.) 
gibber /'d 3 ibo/ verb to talk rapidly without 
making any sense. Synonym babble 
gibberish /'d3ib9riJ7 noun nonsense; 
words that do not seem to mean anything. 
Synonym nonsense 

gibbon /'giban/ noun a small ape with long 
legs and arms, native to Asia 
gibe /d 3 aib / noun a nasty remark o He went 
on with his experiments, disregarding the 
gibes of the press. Synonym jeer ■ verb to 
jeer; to mock. Synonym taunt (NOTE: also 
spelled jibe) 


giblets 

giblets /'d3ibl3ts/ plural noun organs such 
as the liver and the heart of a bird which are 
taken out before it is cooked. Synonym guts 
giddy /'gidi/ adj dizzy; feeling that every¬ 
thing is turning round (NOTE: giddier - 
giddiest) 

@ gift /gift/ noun 1. a present; something 
given to someone O The wedding gifts were 
displayed on a table. O She was wrapping up 
gifts to put under the Christmas tree. 2. a 
special ability for something O He has a gift 
for maths. O She has a gift for saying embar¬ 
rassing things. 

gifted /'giftid/ adj with a special talent. 
Synonym talented 

gift shop /'gift Jbp/ noun a shop which 
sells the type of things which are often given 
as presents 

gift tag /'gift taeg/ noun a little label put on 
a parcel to show who it is for and who it is 
from 

gift token /'gift .toukon/, gift voucher 

/'gift ,vautJo/ noun a card bought in a shop 
which is given as a present and which must 
be exchanged in that shop for goods 
gift-wrap /'gift rap/ verb to wrap some¬ 
thing in coloured paper to give as a present 
(NOTE: gift-wrapping - gift-wrapped) 
gift-wrapped /'gift rapt/ adj (of a gift) 
packaged in attractive paper 
<D gig /gig/ noun a performance of pop mu¬ 
sic ( informal ) 

giga- /gigs/ prefix one thousand million 
gigabyte /'gigobait/ noun a unit of com¬ 
puter data equal to 1,024 megabytes 
gigantic /d 3 ai'gcentik/ adj very large; 
huge. Synonym huge. Antonym tiny 
@ giggle /'gig(3)l/ noun 1. a little laugh, of¬ 
ten showing you are embarrassed □ fit of the 
giggles an attack of laughter which you can¬ 
not stop O When the singer came onto the 
stage, I had a fit of the giggles. 2. □ for a 
giggle for fun; as a joke ( informal ) o We did 
it for a giggle. ■ verb to make a little laugh o 
When she saw her mother’s hat she started to 
giggle. O The class giggled at his accent. 
Synonym titter 

gild /gild/ verb to cover with a layer of gold 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with guild.) 
gill /d 3 il/ noun a measure of liquids, equal to 
a quarter of a pint 

gills /gilz/ plural noun 1. openings on the 
sides of a fish’s head, through which it 
breathes □ green about the gills looking ill, 
as if you are going to be sick ( informal ) o 
When she came out of the abattoir, she 
looked distinctly green about the gills. 2. the 
thin dark ridges on the underside of a 
mushroom 


give 

gilt /gilt/ adj covered with gold O a picture 
in a gilt frame (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

guilt.) 

gimmick /'gimik/ noun a thing which is in¬ 
tended to attract attention 
gin /d 3 in/ noun 1 . a colourless alcoholic 
drink, flavoured with juniper O a cocktail 
made with gin 2. a glass of gin O a gin and 
tonic O Two gins and a bitter lemon, please. 
ginger /'d3ind39/ noun 1 . a plant whose 
root has a sharp burning taste and is used in 
cooking O Fry the meat with spring onions 
and slices of ginger. O Add a pinch of pow¬ 
dered ginger to the cake mixture. 2. an infor¬ 
mal name given to someone with orange hair 
O Hey, Ginger! Come and help with these 
boxes. ■ adj (of hair) bright orange in colour 
O She has ginger hair and green eyes. O A 
ginger cat sat on the doorstep in the sun. ■ 
verb □ to ginger something up to make 
something more lively O We need something 
to ginger up the party conference. 
gingerly /'d 3 ind 3 oli/ adv carefully, in case 
you might get hurt. Synonym cautiously. 
Antonym boldly 

gipsy /'d 3 ipsi/ another spelling of gypsy 
(D giraffe /d 3 i'ra:f/ noun a large African 
animal with a very long neck 
girder /'g3:do/ noun a strong metal beam to 
hold up a wall or roof 

girdle /'g3:d(o)l/ noun 1. a belt round a 
dress 2. a tight piece of underwear worn by 
women in the past to support their bodies 
(D girl /g3il/ noun 1. a female child O a 
crowd of girls waiting at the bus stop O They 
have four children - two boys and two girls. 
O My sister goes to the local girls ’ school. 2. 
a young woman 

<D girlfriend /'g3ilfrend/ noun a girl or 
woman that someone is having a relationship 
with O He’s broken up with his girlfriend. O 
On Saturdays she always has lunch with a 
group of girlfriends. Antonym boyfriend 
Girl Guides /'g3il 'gaidz/ noun b Guides 
O She’s joined the Girl Guides. O She was 
wearing her Girl Guide uniform. (NOTE: part 
of the same organisation as the Boy 
Scouts. The American equivalent is Girl 
Scout.) 

girlish /'g3:liJV adj like a young girl. Syn¬ 
onym youthful 

girth /g3:0/ noun 1. a measurement round 
something, especially round your stomach 
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 2. a leather 
band round a horse’s stomach O You need to 
tighten the girths. 

git /git/ noun an annoying person (informal 
insult) 

(D give /giv/ verb 1 . to pass something to 
someone O Give me another piece of cake, 
please. O Can you give me some information 
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give away 

about holidays in Greece? 2. to send or pass 
something to someone as a present O We 
gave her flowers for her birthday. O What 
are you going to give him when he gets mar¬ 
ried? O We gave ten pounds to the Red 
Cross. 3. to do something to someone or 
something O He gave me a broad smile. O He 
gave her a kiss. O She gave the ball a kick. 4. 
to organise something such as a party O They 
gave a reception for the visiting Foreign 
Minister. O We gave a party to celebrate her 
twenty-first birthday. 5. to do something in 
public O She gave a concert in aid of the Red 
Cross. O He will be giving the opening 
speech at the conference. O She has been 
asked to give a lecture on Shakespeare. 6. to 
bend or break O The plank gave as he 
stepped on it. (NOTE: giving - gave /geiv/ - 
has given /'giv(9)n/) ■ noun 1. the ability 
to bend O The plank hasn’t enough give. 2. □ 
it’s a question of give and take you have to 
be prepared to make changes to what you 
want in order to get someone else to agree 
(2) give away /,giv o'wei/ verb 1. to give 
something as a present O We are giving away 
a pocket calculator with each £10 of pur¬ 
chases. 2. to throw things out by giving them 
to charity 3. to lead the bride to the bride¬ 
groom at a wedding O She was given away by 
her father. 4. to reveal something which you 
are trying to keep secret O His accent gave 
him away. O She gave herself away by saying 
that she had never been to France. 
giveaway /'givowei/ noun 1. a gift which 
is given to a customer 2. a thing which re¬ 
veals something O Her beaming smile was an 
absolute giveaway that she’d got the job. 

(i) give back /,giv 'baek/ verb to hand 
something back to someone 
® give in /,giv 'in/ verb to agree to do 
something that you had refused to do earlier 
(D given /'giv(o)n/ adj 1. having the habit of 
O He is given to sitting at home drinking all 
by himself. 2. (of a specific time) already ar¬ 
ranged or specified O There is no given time 
for departure. □ at a given point in time at a 
particular moment □ at any given time at 
any particular time ■ conj considering O He 
plays the violin very well given his age. O 
Given that it’s his birthday, it’s a shame he 
couldn ’t get to the party. 
given name /'giv(o)n neim/ noun some¬ 
one’s personal name, as opposed to their sur¬ 
name or family name. Synonym first name 
give off /,giv 'Df/ verb to produce some¬ 
thing such as steam or a smell. Synonym 
emit 

(D give out /,giv 'aut/ verb 1. to give some¬ 
thing to everyone O She gave out presents to 
all the children. 2. to come to an end O The 
battery has given out so I can’t use my watch. 


glance 

giver /'givo/ noun a person who gives 
something 

® give up /,giv Ap/ verb 1 . to stop doing 
something O She’s trying to give up smoking. 
2. □ I give up I don’t know the answer; I 
can’t do it □ don’t give up keep trying; carry 
on doing what you started 
® give way /,giv 'wei/ phrase 1. to let 
someone go first O Give way to traffic com- 
ing from the right. 2. to collapse O The chair 
gave way when he sat on it. 3. to stop object¬ 
ing to something O In the end, our dad gave 
way and let us go camping by ourselves. 
gizmo /'gizmou/ noun a useful little device 
(informal). Synonym gadget 
glacial /'gleij(9)l/ adj 1 . referring to ice 2. 
very cold O The glacial arctic winds blow all 
winter. 3. emotionless O His expression was 
glacial. 

glacier /'glaesio/ noun a mass of ice like a 
frozen river which moves slowly down a 
mountain 

(D glad /gked/ adj pleased o Aunt Jane was 
glad to get your postcard. O After shopping 
all day, she was glad to find somewhere to sit 
down. □ I bring you glad tidings I bring you 
good news (dated) 

gladden /'gl2ed(9)n/ verb to please some¬ 
one (dated) □ to gladden your heart to 

make you happy O The news will gladden the 
hearts of all gardeners. Synonym delight. 
Antonym sadden 

glade /gleid/ noun an open grassy place in 
a wood. Synonym clearing 
gladiator /'gkedieito/ noun an ancient Ro¬ 
man fighter 

gladiolus ^glasdi'oulos/ noun a tall garden 
plant with sword-shaped leaves and 
brightly-coloured flower spikes (NOTE: The 
plural is gladioli /gkedi'oulai/.) 
gladly /'glaedli/ adv with great pleasure 
glamorise /'glaemoraiz/, glamorize verb 

1 . to make someone or something glamorous 

2. to make something seem to be more attrac¬ 
tive or glamorous than it really is 
glamorous /'gkemoros/ adj attractive; en¬ 
chanting. Synonym stylish. Antonym drab 
glamour /'glaemo/ noun an attractive, daz¬ 
zling appearance (NOTE: no plural. Another 
US spelling is glamor.) 

(D glance /glains/ noun a quick look o She 
gave him an admiring glance. O She took a 
quick glance over her shoulder. Antonym 
gaze □ at a glance after a quick look at 
something O At a glance, I’d say these rugs 
are Chinese. ■ verb 1 . to look quickly o He 
glanced over his shoulder to see who was fol¬ 
lowing him. O She glanced suspiciously at 
the waiter. 2. □ to glance off something to 
slide off something instead of hitting it 
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glancing 

straight on O The ball glanced off the edge of 
her racket. 

glancing /'glainsig/ adj sliding off to the 
side. Synonym sideways 
gland /glaend/ noun an organ in the body 
which produces a chemical substance 
glandular fever /.glaendjuta 'fiivo/ noun 
an infectious disease, where the body has an 
excessive number of white blood cells 
glare /gleo/ noun 1. a very bright light o 
The glare of the sun on the wet road blinded 
me. □ the glare of publicity attention from 
newspapers and television O Pop stars live 
their lives in the glare of publicity. 2. a fierce 
look O He gave her a glare and walked on. ■ 
verb 1. to shine very brightly o The sun was 
glaring down on the square. 2. to look an¬ 
grily O She glared at me and went on reading 
her book. 

glaring /'gleorir)/ adj 1. very bright o the 
glaring headlights of the cars 2. fierce O He 
gave me a glaring look. 3. obvious O The 
book is full of glaring mistakes. 

(D glass /gla:s/ noun 1. material which you 
can see through, used to make things such as 
windows, vases and bowls O a bowl made of 
glass or a glass bowl O a car with dark glass 
windows (NOTE: no plural) 2. a container to 
drink out of, usually made of glass O She put 
the dirty glasses in the dishwasher. O We 
took plastic wine glasses on the picnic. 
(NOTE: The plural is glasses.) 3. the liquid 
contained in a glass O She asked for a glass 
of water. O He was so thirsty he drank three 
glasses. O Add a glass of red wine to the 
sauce. (NOTE: The plural is glasses.) 
glass ceiling /glais 'siilig/ noun a system 
which prevents certain people, especially 
women, from progressing in their career 
© glasses /'glaisiz/ plural noun two plas¬ 
tic or glass lenses in a frame which you wear 
in front of your eyes to help you see better o 
Have you seen my glasses anywhere? O She 
has to wear glasses to read. Synonym spec¬ 
tacles (NOTE: no singular: to show one 
item, say ‘a pair of glasses’.) 
glasshouse /'glaishaus/ noun a large 
greenhouse 

glassware /'glaisweo/ noun things made 
of glass 

glassy /'glaisi/ adj 1. resembling glass 2. 
dull; not seeing O a glassy stare 
glaze /gleiz/ noun a shiny surface on pot¬ 
tery O The pot has a green-blue glaze. Syn¬ 
onym coating ■ verb 1. to put glass in a 
window O The framework of the greenhouse 
has been built and now it needs to be glazed. 
2. to cover a cake or a piece of pottery, with a 
shiny coating O She glazed the cake and put 
six candles on it. 


glittering 

glazed /gleizd/ adj 1. with a shiny surface 
O a floor of glazed tiles 2. with glass win¬ 
dows O We have built a glazed porch. 3. □ he 
gave her a glazed look he looked at her 
without showing any expression O She stared 
at him with a glazed look on her face. 
glazing /'gleizir)/ noun the glass in win¬ 
dows or doors 

gleam /gliim/ noun 1. a small light o He 
saw the gleam of a flashlight in the distance. 
2. a slight sign O He saw a gleam of recogni¬ 
tion in the boy’s eyes. O There was a wild 
gleam in her eyes. ■ verb to shine as if pol¬ 
ished O a line of gleaming black cars 
glean /glim/ verb to collect scraps of 
information 

glee /gli:/ noun great happiness 
gleeful /'gli:f(o)l/ adj very happy 
gleefully /'gliifoli/ adv happily 
glen /glen/ noun (in Scotland) a narrow 
valley 

glib /glib/ adj easily said, but insincere 
d> glide /glaid/ verb 1. to move in a smooth 
way O Skaters were gliding across the ice. O 
A bird went gliding past. 2. to fly a plane 
without using the engines 
glider /'glaido/ noun an aircraft which flies 
without a motor 

gliding /’glaidir)/ noun the sport of flying a 
glider, t hang-gliding 
glimmer /'glimo/ noun 1. a small weak 
light O There was a glimmer of light in one of 
the upstairs windows. 2. a very small amount 
O The news brought a glimmer of hope to the 
families of the trapped miners. ■ verb to 
shine weakly O A light glimmered some dis¬ 
tance away in the trees. Synonym twinkle 
glimpse /glimps/ noun a brief sight o We 
caught a glimpse of the princess as she drove 
past. O There was a brief glimpse of the sun 
during the afternoon. ■ verb to catch sight of 
someone or something O We only glimpsed 
the back of her head as she was leaving. 
glint /glint/ noun a flash o a glint of sun¬ 
light on the waves ■ verb to flash o The sol¬ 
diers ’ swords glinted in the sunshine. 
glisten /'glis(o)n/ verb to shine brightly, as 
if wet. Synonym gleam 
glitch /glitj/ noun a small problem which 
suddenly arises 

glitter /'glito/ noun a bright sparkle of light 
O the glitter of the sun on the sea O She was 
attracted by the glitter of the West End thea¬ 
tres. ■ verb to sparkle o The jewels in her 
crown were glittering in the light of the can¬ 
dles. O Her eyes glittered hopefully as she 
spoke. Synonym gleam □ all that glitters is 
not gold things which look very attractive on 
the surface often turn out not to be so 
glittering /'glitorir)/ adj 1. which shines 
brightly O a glittering diamond crown 2. 
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glitz 

very brilliant; very successful O They threw a 
glittering reception at the golf club. O He had 
a glittering career in the Foreign Office. 
glitz /gilts/ noun a quality which makes 
something seem to be very exciting and 
glamorous 

glitzy /' gilt si/ adj glamorous and exciting, 
but without real value 

gloat /gbut/ verb □ to gloat over some¬ 
thing to be happy about something, espe¬ 
cially someone else’s bad luck o She gloated 
over her brother’s misfortune in losing his 
well-paid job. O He gloated over the bag of 
gold he kept under his bed. 

(D global /'gbub(o)l/ adj 1. referring to the 
whole world O We offer a global parcel de¬ 
livery service. 2. referring to the whole of 
something O We are carrying out a global 
review of salaries. 

globalisation /.gbubolai'zeijb)!!/, glob¬ 
alization noun the process by which 
world economy and culture merge, as a 
result of telecommunications and multina¬ 
tional companies 

globalise /'gbubolaiz/, globalize verb to 
make or become global 
globally /'gbubsli/ adv involving all parts 
of the world, or of an organisation 
® global warming /,gbub(9)l 'wDimig/ 
noun a gradual rise in temperature over the 
whole of the Earth’s surface, caused by the 
greenhouse effect 

globe /gbub/ noun 1. □ the globe the 
world O He is trying to be the first person to 
fly round the globe in a balloon. 2. a map of 
the world on a ball O He spun the globe 
round and pointed to Canada. 
globetrotter /'gbubtroto/ noun a person 
who travels all over the world ( informal ) 
globetrotting /'gbubtrotir)/ adj who 
travels all over the world ( informal) 
globular /'globjub/ adj shaped like a glob¬ 
ule. Synonym spherical 
globule /'globjuil/ noun a small round 
drop, especially of oil or another thick liquid 
gloom /gluim/ noun 1. darkness o It was 
difficult to see in the gathering gloom. 2. 
deep despair O A feeling of deep gloom came 
down on the family. O When the exam results 
came out everyone sank into gloom. 
gloomily /'gluimili/ adv in a gloomy way 
(D gloomy /'gluimi/ adj 1. miserable; un¬ 
happy O She was gloomy about her chances 
of passing the exam. O He’s vety gloomy 
about his job prospects. 2. dark O a gloomy 
Sunday afternoon in November (NOTE: 
gloomier - gloomiest) 
glorification /.gbinfi'keiJXsJn/ noun the 
act of making something seem more impor¬ 
tant or special than it really is 


glowing 

glorified /'gbirifaid/ adj seeming more 
important or special than it really is 
glorify /'gbirifai/ verb to make something 
seem more important or special than it really 
is. Synonym praise. Antonym belittle 
glorious /'gbirbs/ adj splendid. Synonym 
magnificent. Antonym shameful 
glory /'gbiri/ noun 1. fame o I did it for the 
glory of the school, not for myself. □ the 
team covered themselves with glory the 
team had a marvellous win 2. a wonderful 
sight O It is one of the glories of ancient 
Rome. ■ verb □ to glory in something to 
take great pride in something O She glories in 
beating her brother at chess. 
gloss /gbs/ noun 1. a shine on the surface 
of something O The metal is polished to give 
a brilliant gloss. (NOTE: no plural) 2. a note 
which explains or gives a meaning to a word, 
phrase or whole text o his glosses on the 
plays of Shakespeare (NOTE: The plural is 
glosses.) ■ verb □ to gloss over to try to 
cover up a mistake or fault O She tried to 
gloss over the fact that they had failed. O The 
report glosses over the mistakes made by 
officials. 

glossary /'glosori/ noun a list of specialist 
words and their meanings or translations 
(NOTE: The plural is glossaries.) 
gloss paint /'gbs peint/ noun a paint 
which is shiny when dry 
glossy /'glDsi/ adj shiny O the glossy coat 
of a horse (NOTE: glossier - glossiest) ■ 
noun a glossy magazine, a magazine printed 
on shiny paper, with bright fashionable pho¬ 
tographs O Photographs of the wedding were 
in all the glossies. 

glottis /'glotis/ noun an opening in the lar¬ 
ynx between the vocal cords, the entry to the 
main airway 

glove /glAv/ noun a piece of clothing worn 
on your hand 

glove compartment /'gLw kom- 
.paitmant/ noun a little cupboard with a 
door in front of the passenger’s seat in a car 
glove puppet /'ghvv ,pApit/ noun a doll 
which fits over your hand 
glow /gbu/ noun 1. a soft bright light o the 
warm glow of the fire 2. the bright red colour 
of healthy cheeks O the glow of the chil¬ 
dren’s cheeks as they came back into the 
house ■ verb to shine dull red O The logs 
glowed in the fireplace. O Her face glowed 
with pride. 

glower /'glauo/ verb to look angrily ■ noun 
an angry stare 

glowing /'gbuir)/ adj 1. bright; shining 
with fire O the glowing charcoal in the bar¬ 
becue 2. full of praise or enthusiasm O He 
had a glowing report from his boss. 
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glucose 

glucose /'gluikauz/ noun a widely occur¬ 
ring simple sugar 

® glue /glu:/ noun a substance which sticks 
things together O She spread the glue care¬ 
fully onto the back of the poster. O The glue 
on the envelope doesn’t stick very well. Syn¬ 
onym adhesive ■ verb 1. to stick things to¬ 
gether O He glued the label to the box. 2. □ 
to be glued to something to sit in front of 
something without moving O The children 
sat glued to the TV set. 
glue sniffing /'glu: .snifig/ noun a form 
of drug abuse where users inhale the fumes 
from a strong glue 

glum /glAm/ adj miserable. Synonym 
gloomy. Antonym cheerful (NOTE: glum¬ 
mer - glummest) 

glumly /'glArnli/ adv in a glum way 
glut /gUt/ noun too much of something o 
There’s a glut of poultry on the market. Syn¬ 
onym excess. Antonym shortage ■ verb □ 
to be glutted with something to have too 
much of something O The market is glutted 
with cheap cameras. 

glutinous /'gluitinos/ adj unpleasantly 
thick and sticky 

glutton /'glAtn/ noun 1. a person who eats 
too much O He’s just a glutton - look at him 
finishing off that trifle! 2. □ a glutton for 
punishment a person who likes doing diffi¬ 
cult things or working very hard 
gluttonous /'glAt(3)nos/ adj referring to 
eating too much. Synonym greedy 
gluttony /'glAt(0)ni/ noun eating and 
drinking too much. Synonym greed 
glycerine /'glisorin/ noun a colourless 
sweet liquid, used in medicine and explosives 
(NOTE: The US spelling is glycerin.) 
gm abbr gram 

GM abbr genetically modified 
GMO abbr genetically modified organism 
GMT abbr Greenwich Mean Time 
gnarled /na:ld/ adj twisted; covered with 
hard lumps 

gnash /nasJV verb to grind your teeth 
gnat /nset/ noun a small fly which bites. 
Synonym midge 

gnaw /no:/ verb to chew something; to bite 
something again and again 
gnawing /'no:ig/ adj (of worries) persistent 
and troubling 

gnome /noum/ noun a little man with a 
beard and pointed hat, in children’s fairy 
stories 

GNP abbr gross national product 
(D go /gou/ verb 1. to move from one place 
to another O The plane goes to Frankfurt, 
then to Rome. O She is going to London for 
the weekend. O It’s time the children went to 
bed. O He has gone to work in Washington. O 
They are going on a tour of the south of 


go-ahead 

Spain. O She was going downstairs when she 
fell. 2. to work O Can you phone the garage? 
- the car won’t go. O He's trying to get his 
motorbike to go. 3. to leave O Get your coat, 
it’s time to go. O The last bus goes at half 
past two. 4. to fit O It’s too big to go into the 
box. O This case won’t go into the back of the 
car. 5. to be placed O The date should go at 
the top of the letter. O That book goes on the 
top shelf 6. to become O Her face went red 
from sitting in the sun. O He went pale and 
rushed out of the room. O You have to shout, 
my father’s going deaf. O She’s going grey, 
but it suits her. 7. to happen in a particular 
way O The party went very well. O Things 
are going badly at work. 8. to make a sound 
O The balloon landed on a candle and went 
‘pop’. O Do you remember the song that 
goes: ‘there’s no place like home ’? 9. to fail 
to work O As we were going down the hill, 
the brakes went. (NOTE: going - went 
/went/ - has gone /gon/) ■ noun 1. □ on 
the go always busy O The shop is so busy be¬ 
fore Christmas that we’re on the go from 
morning till night. □ to make a go of some¬ 
thing to make something work successfully 
O They’re struggling to make a go of their 
business. □ she’s always full of go she al¬ 
ways has plenty of energy 2. a try; an attempt 
O He won the lottery at the first go. O She 
had three goes at the test and still didn’t 
pass. O We ’ll give it one more go, and if the 
car doesn ’t start I’ll call the garage. (NOTE: 
The plural is goes.) O to be going to 1. 
showing future O We’re going to win. O / 
hope it’s going to be fine tomorrow. O When 
are you going to wash your hair? O He’s go¬ 
ing to be a great tennis player when he’s 
older. O Is she going to sing at the concert? 
2. □ to be going to do something to be about 
to do something O I’m going to be late for the 
meeting. O Watch out - that tree is going to 
fall down! O I am going to sit in bed and read 
my newspaper. 

go about /,gou o'baut/ verb to deal with 
something 

goad /gaud/ noun a stick used to make ani¬ 
mals go forward O She drove the buffalo for¬ 
ward, poking it with a long goad. ■ verb □ to 
goad someone into doing something to 
push someone into doing something which 
he or she does not want to do O Her laughter 
goaded him into action. 
go ahead /,gou o'hed/ verb to take place 
as planned O The project went ahead even 
though there were not enough staff. Antonym 
fall through 

® go-ahead /'gou shed/ noun ( informal ) □ 
to give something the go-ahead to give per¬ 
mission for something to start O We got the 
council’s go-ahead to build the new super¬ 
market. ■ adj hard-working and enterprising 


goal 

O a go-ahead publicity firm O The company 
needs a go-ahead managing director. 

G> goal /goul/ noun 1. (in games) two posts 
between which you have to send the ball to 
score a point O He was unlucky to miss the 
goal with that shot. 2. (in games) a point 
scored by sending the ball between the posts 
O He scored a goal before being sent off. O 
Our team scored three goals. 3. an aim O 
Our goal is to open a new pizza restaurant 
every month. O He achieved his goal of be¬ 
coming a millionaire before he was thirty. 
goalie /'gouli/ noun a goalkeeper (infor¬ 
mal) 

goalkeeper /'goulkiipo/ noun a player 
who stands in front of the goal to stop the ball 
going in 

goalless /'goullos/ adj with no goals being 
scored 

go along with /.gou o'lor) wi0/ verb to 
agree with someone or something 
goalpost /'goulpoust/ noun one of the two 
posts between which you have to send the 
ball to score a point □ to move the goalposts 
to change the way things are done to gain an 
advantage O Everyone thought the invest¬ 
ment was tax-free, and then the government 
suddenly moved the goalposts. 
goat /gout/ noun 1. a small farm animal 
with horns and a beard, giving milk and wool 
o a herd of goats □ to separate the sheep 
from the goats to divide the good from the 
bad 2. □ to get someone’s goat to annoy 
someone (informal) o It really got my goat 
the way he turned up for work at lunchtime. 
goatee /gou'ti:/ noun a small pointed beard 
go away /,gou o'wei/ verb to leave 
go back /,gou 'baek/ verb to return 
go back on /,gou 'bask on/ verb not to do 
what has been promised 
gobble /'gob(3)l/ verb 1. to eat greedily o 
He gobbled up his dinner. 2. to make a noise 
like a turkey O We could hear the turkeys 
gobbling away in the farmyard. 
gobbledegook / l gob(3)ldi l gu:k/ noun 
nonsense or technical language that you do 
not understand 

go-between /'gou bi.twiin/ noun a person 
who takes messages between two people 
goblet /'gDblot/ noun a large wine glass 
with a long stem, or a similar container made 
of metal or pottery 

goblin /'goblin/ noun an ugly little man in 
fairy stories 

go-cart /'gou ka:t/ noun another spelling 

of go-kart 

god /god/ noun a being with special powers 
that humans do not have, who is worshipped 
by some people O Bacchus was the Roman 
god of wine. 


goggles 

® God /god/ noun the spritual being that is 
worshipped by Christians, Jews and Muslims 
O Do you believe in God? O We pray to God 
that the children will be found alive. ■ interj 
used for showing surprise or annoyance, O 
God, what awful weather! O My God, have 
you seen how late it is? □ thank God used 
for showing relief O Thank God no one was 
hurt in the crash! O Thank God you've come! 
(NOTE: Using expressions that include the 
word God is offensive to some people.) 
godchild /'godtjaild/ noun a child who 
has a godparent (NOTE: The plural is 
godchildren.) 

god-daughter /'god .doito/ noun a girl 
who has godparents 

goddess /'gDdes/ noun a female god 
(NOTE: The plural is goddesses.) 
godfather /'godfaido/ noun 1 . a male 
godparent O He was godfather to four chil¬ 
dren. 2. the head of a mafia gang O The god¬ 
father ’s word is law. 

god-forsaken /'god fo.seikon/ adj 
desolate 

godless /'godlos/ adj 1 . not believing in 
God 2. not following principles of morality 
godlike /'gDdlaik/ adj having the qualities 
of a god or of God 

godly /'godli/ adj very religious; like a saint 
(dated) 

godmother /'gDdmAdo/ noun a female 
godparent 

(J) go down /,gou 'daun/ verb 1. to go to a 
lower level O There are thirty-nine steps 
which go down to the beach. O Be careful 
when going down the hill. O After having a 
rest in her bedroom, she went down to the 
hotel bar. O Prices have gone down. 2. to 
catch a disease O Half the crew went down 
with flu. 3. □ to go down well to be accepted 
O The head teacher’s talk didn ’t go down at 
all well with the parents. 
godown /'goudaun/ noun (in the Far East 
and India) a warehouse 
godparent /'godpeoront/ noun a person 
who promises to take a special interest in a 
child at his or her baptism 
godsend /'godsend/ noun a helpful thing 
which arrives just in time. Synonym 
blessing 

godson /'gods An/ noun a boy who has 

godparents 

goes /gouz/ c> go 

gofer /'goufo/ noun US a person who does 
all types of work in an office, especially tak¬ 
ing messages (informal) (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with gopher.) 

go-getter /gou 'geto/ noun a person who 
works hard and is determined to succeed 
goggles /' gog(o)lz/ plural noun 
close-fitting glasses worn to protect your 
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go in 

eyes O You should wear goggles when you 
use a drill. O He wore goggles when going 
scuba diving. (NOTE: no singular: to show 
one item, say ‘a pair of goggles’.) 
go in /.gsu 'in/ verb to enter 
go in for /.gsu 'in foil verb 1. to take an 
examination O She went in for her profi¬ 
ciency exam. 2. to take something up as a ca¬ 
reer O He’s going in for medicine. 

(D going /'gsuig/ adj normal; usual o You 
will be paid the going rate. ■ noun the sur¬ 
face of a race track O The going is soft after 
last night’s rain. □ do it while the going is 
good do it while it is still possible ■ verb □ 
to get going to start doing something o 
Come on, let’s get going! 
going concern /.going kon's3in/ noun a 
business that is operating successfully and is 
likely to continue to do so O The business is 
being sold as a going concern. 
going-over /.going 'ouvo/ noun a thor¬ 
ough check 

goings-on /,goingz 'on/ plural noun 
strange things that happen ( informal) 

(D go into /.gou 'intu:/ verb 1. to enter o 
She went into the bedroom. 2. (in maths) to 
be able to divide a number to give a figure O 
Seven into three won’t go. 3. to examine 
something; to look at something carefully O 
The bank wants to go into the details of his 
account. 4. to explain something in detail O 
She said she had a job offer but wouldn't go 
into any details. 

go-kart /'gou ka:t/ noun a little racing car 
made of a simple metal frame with an engine 
® gold /gould/ noun a very valuable yel¬ 
low-coloured metal O That ring isn ’t made of 
gold. O Gold is worth more than silver. O He 
wears a gold ring on his little finger. (NOTE: 
no plural: some gold, a bar of gold) m adj of 
the colour of gold O a gold carpet 
® gold card /'gould ka:d/ noun a special 
credit card for people with relatively high 
salaries 

(D golden /'gould(o)n/ adj coloured like 
gold; made from gold O She has beautiful 
golden hair. 

golden age /'gould(o)n eid 3 / noun a pe¬ 
riod of wealth or success 
golden boy /'gould(o)n boi/ adj a young 
man who is popular and a great success 
golden goal /,gould(o)n 'goul/ noun (in 
World Cup football) the first goal to be 
scored in extra time which decides the win¬ 
ner of a match 

golden handshake /,gould(o)n 
'haendjeik/ noun a large, usually tax-free, 
sum of money given to a director who retires 
from a company before the end of his or her 
service contract (informal) 


gong 

golden jubilee /,gould(o)n 'd 3 u:bili:/ 
noun a celebration 50 years after an event 
took place 

golden opportunity /,gould(3)n ops- 
'tjuiniti/ noun a marvellous chance to do 
something which may not happen again 
golden rule /.g3uld(3)n 'ru:l/ noun an im¬ 
portant rule that must be obeyed 
golden syrup /,g9uld(3)n 'sirsp/ noun a 
thick yellow liquid made from sugar 
golden wedding /,g3uld(a)n 'wedig/ 
noun 1. a day when you have been married 
for fifty years O It’s my parents ’ golden wed¬ 
ding next Tuesday. 2. same as golden wed¬ 
ding anniversary 

golden wedding anniversary 

/.g3uld(3)n 'wedig £eni,v3iS3ri/ noun a cel¬ 
ebration when two people have been married 
for fifty years 

goldfish /'gsuldfiJV noun a small orange 
fish, kept as a pet (NOTE: The plural is gold¬ 
fish.) 

® gold medal /gauld 'med(9)l/ noun the 
medal given to someone who finishes first in 
a race or competition 

gold medallist /gauld 'med(3)list/ noun 
the person who wins the gold medal in a race 
or competition 

goldmine /'gauldmain/ noun a mine 
which produces gold □ that shop is a little 
goldmine that shop is a very profitable 
business 

@ golf /golf/ noun a game played on a large 
open course, by hitting a small ball into 18 
separate holes with a variety of clubs, using 
as few strokes as possible O He plays golf ev¬ 
ery Saturday. O Do you want a game ofgolf! 
golf ball /'golf boil/ noun a small hard 
white ball used when playing golf 
(§> golf club /'golf kL\b/ noun 1. a stick 
used to hit the ball in golf O She put her golf 
clubs into the back of the car. 2. an organisa¬ 
tion for people who play golf together O He’s 
joined his local golf club. 3. a place with a 
golf course and a restaurant and bar, where 
people go to play golf and meet socially 
golf course /'golf ko:s/ noun a large area 
of ground for playing golf 
golfer /'golf3/ noun a person who plays 
golf _ 

golfing noun /'golfig/ the act of playing 
golf ■ adj relating to playing golf O a golfing 
holiday 

gondola /'gondola/ noun 1. a narrow boat, 
used on the canals in Venice, pushed by a 
person with a long pole 2. a passenger com¬ 
partment hanging on a cable or underneath a 
balloon 

d> gone /gon/i> go 

gong /gog/ noun 1. a metal disc which is 
sounds like a bell when it is hit o They 
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gonna 

sounded a gong to warn visitors that the mu¬ 
seum was closing. 2. a medal or award (infor¬ 
mal) O He got a gong for long service. 

gonna /'gnno/ another spelling of going to 
( informal ) o I’m gonna get you before you 
get me! 

gonorrhoea /.gDno'riia/ noun a sexually 
transmitted disease which produces painful 
irritation of the vagina or penis 
goo /gu :/ noun sticky stuff ( informal ) 
(NOTE: no plural) 

3) good /gud/ adj 1 . of high quality; not bad 
O We had a good breakfast and then started 
work. O Did you have a good time at the 
party? O It would be a good idea to invest in 
these shares. O Her Spanish is better than 
his. 2. skilful; clever o He’s good at making 
things out of wood. O She’s good with her 
hands. O He is good at football. 3. 
well-behaved O Be a good girl and I’ll give 
you a sweet. O Have you been good while 
we’ve been away? □ as good as gold very 
well behaved O The children were as good as 
gold. 4. □ a good deal of, a good many a lot 
of O He won a good deal of money on the lot¬ 
tery. O A good many people saw the accident. 
(NOTE: good - better /'beta/ - best /best/) 
■ noun 1. an advantage or a benefit o The 
medicine didn’t do me any good. O He de¬ 
cided to give up smoking for the good of his 
health. O What’s the good of having a big 
garden if you don’t like gardening? O Gov¬ 
ernments should work for the good of the 
people. 2. the quality of being morally right 
O The play represents the struggle between 
the forces of good and evil. 3. □ for good for 
ever o He’s left the town for good. ■ interj □ 
Good! Excellent; I’m pleased! 

3) good afternoon /gud aifto'nuin/ interj 
used when meeting or leaving someone in the 
afternoon 

3) goodbye /gud'bai/ noun, interj used 
when leaving someone O Say goodbye to 
your teacher. O Goodbye! we’ll see you 
again on Thursday. (NOTE: often shortened 

to bye) 

d> good day /g'dai/; /gud 'dei/ interj 1. 
mainly used in Australia, meaning ‘hello’ O 
Good day, everybody! (NOTE: often written 
g’day in this meaning) 2. used for saying 
hello or goodbye (dated) o Good day to you! 
3) good evening /gud 'iivmg/ interj used 
when meeting or leaving someone in the 
evening 

good-for-nothing noun a lazy person ■ 
adj lazy 

® Good Friday /gud 'fraidei/ noun the 
Friday before Easter Day 
good guy /'gud gai/ noun a hero (infor¬ 
mal) 


gooey 

good-humoured /,gud 'hjuimod/ adj 
cheerful and friendly (NOTE: The US spell¬ 
ing is good-humored.) 
goodies /'gudiz/ plural noun 1 . sweet food 
O The children looked at all the goodies on 
the table. 2. presents O What goodies did Fa¬ 
ther Christmas bring you? 
good-looking /,gud 'lukirj/ adj (of a per¬ 
son) pleasant to look at. Synonym attrac¬ 
tive. Antonym unattractive 
good looks /gud 'luks/ plural noun pleas¬ 
ing and beautiful appearance O His good 
looks and charm attracted many women. 

3) good morning /gud 'moinir)/ interj 
used when meeting or leaving someone in the 
morning 

good-natured /,gud 'neitjod/ adj with a 
pleasant and cooperative character. Antonym 

disagreeable 

goodness /'gudnss/ noun 1. being good o 
She did it out ofpure goodness of heart. 2. □ 
thank goodness! used for showing relief o 
Thank goodness the ambulance arrived 
quickly! □ for goodness’ sake used for 
showing you are annoyed, or that something 
is important O What are you screaming for'? 
- It’s only a little mouse, for goodness ’ sake. 
O For goodness’ sake try to be quiet, we 
don’t want the guards to hear us! ■ interj 
used for showing surprise O Goodness! is 
that the time? 

3) good night /gud'nait/ interj used when 
leaving someone late in the evening 
(D goods /gudz/ plural noun 1 . things that 
are produced for sale O The company sells 
goods from various European countries. 2. 
possessions; things which you own O She 
carried all her worldly goods in a bag. 3. □ 
to deliver the goods to do what you prom¬ 
ised or what you were asked to do o The 
question is, can he deliver the goods? 
goods and chattels /, gudz on 
'tJa 2 t(o)lz/ plural noun moveable objects 
which you possess, as opposed to buildings 
or land (formal) 

goodwill /gud'wil/ noun 1. a kind feeling 
O The charity relies on the goodwill of peo¬ 
ple who give money regularly. 2. a value 
given to things such as the customers of a 
business, its reputation and its site O He paid 
£10,000 for the goodwill of the restaurant 
and £40,000for the fittings. 
goody /'gudi/ interj I’m glad (dated infor¬ 
mal) ■ noun a hero ( informal ) O The man 
with the white hat is a goody. Antonym 
baddy 

goody-goody /'gudi ,gudi/ adj a person 
who is not liked because they are always try¬ 
ing to please people such as their teacher or 
their boss 

gooey /'gu:i/ adj soft and sticky 
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goof 

goof /gu:f/ ( informal) noun a stupid person 
■ verb to make a stupid mistake O She really 
goofed this time! 

® go off /,gou 'of/ verb 1. to go to another 
place O He went off to look for a parking 
space. O She went off muttering something 
about buying cheese. 2. to start working sud¬ 
denly O The burglar alarm went off in the 
middle of the night. 3. to explode O The 
bomb went off when there were still lots of 
people in the building. O Fireworks were go¬ 
ing off everywhere on Bonfire Night. 4. to be¬ 
come rotten O Throw that meat away - it’s 
gone off. O Fish goes off quickly in hot 
weather. 5. not to like something any more O 
I’ve gone off modern music. O She went off 
her new boyfriend quite quickly. 
goofy /'guifi/ adj stupid ( informal) 

(D go on /,gou 'on/ verb 1. to continue o 
Please go on, I like hearing you sing. O They 
went on working in spite of the fire. O She 
went on speaking for two hours. 2. to happen 
O What’s been going on here? 3. to base your 
opinion and actions on something O The po¬ 
lice investigating the murder don't have 
much to go on. O We have to go on the as¬ 
sumption that the festival will start on time. 
4. used for showing you do not believe some¬ 
one O Go on! She’s not as old as that! 5. □ to 
go on about something to talk all the time 
about something O She will keep going on 
about her operation. 

(D goose /gu:s/ noun a large bird, living 
near water, which can be eaten (NOTE: The 
plural is geese /gi:s/. The males are gan¬ 
ders, the young are goslings.) 

gooseberry /'guzb(9)ri/ noun a little 
green hairy fruit, with a sharp taste 
(D go out /,gou 'aut/ verb 1. to leave a 
building O I don’t go out often at night. O He 
forgot to lock the door when he went out. 2. 
to go to parties O We used to go out every 
Friday and Saturday night. 3. not to be burn¬ 
ing or lit any more O The fire went out and 
the room got cold. O All the lights in the 
building suddenly went out. 4. □ to go out of 
business to stop trading O The firm went out 
of business last week. 

go out with /,gou 'aut wi0/ verb 1. to 
have regular meetings with someone as part 
of a relationship O He’s going out with a girl 
from work. 2. to go to a party, restaurant, etc., 
with someone O He’s been out with us a cou¬ 
ple of times. 

go over /,gou 'ouvo/ verb 1 . to cross to the 
other side O Go over the bridge and turn left. 
2. to examine something carefully O She 
went over the contract with her solicitor. 
gopher /'goufo/ noun a fat American rat 
which lives in holes in the ground (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with gofer.) 


go through 

gore /go:/ noun blood o The final scene of 
the play was very violent, with lots of gore. ■ 
verb to wound with a hom o He was gored 
by a bull. 

gorge /go:d 3 / noun a rocky valley o The 
walkers climbed down into the gorge. ■ verb 
to eat too much O Look at her gorging herself 
on cakes. 

(D gorgeous /'go:d 30 s/ adj magnificent. 
Synonym beautiful. Antonym unattractive 

gorilla /go'rilo/ noun a large black African 
ape (NOTE: Do not confuse with guerrilla.) 

CD go round /,gou 'raund/ verb 1. to turn o 
The merry-go-round went round and round. 
2. to turn round something O We went round 
the roundabout and took the third road on 
the left. O We didn’t go far, we just went 
round the block. 3. to visit a place O You ’ll 
need at least two hours to go round the mu¬ 
seum. 4. to be enough for O There wasn’t 
enough ice cream to go round all twelve of 
us. 5. to go to somewhere near O Let’s go 
round to your sister’s. O We all went round 
to the pub for a drink. 

gorse /go:s/ noun a wild prickly shrub with 
bright yellow flowers (NOTE: no plural) 
gory/' goiri/ adj 1. covered in blood 2. terri¬ 
ble; awful ( humorous ) O She told me all the 
gory details of her interview. 
gosh /goJV interj used for showing surprise 
(dated informal) 

gosling /'gozlir)/ noun a baby goose 
go-slow /gou 'slou/ noun a slowing down 
of work as a protest against the management 
gospel /'gospol/ noun the part of the Bible 
which tells the life of Jesus Christ □ it’s the 
gospel truth it’s absolutely true 
gospel music /,gDsp(9)l 'mjuizik/ noun 
religious music which first became popular 
in the USA during the Depression 
(D gossip /'gDSip/ noun 1. stories or news 
about someone, which may or may not be 
true O Have you heard the latest gossip about 
Sue? □ to spread gossip about someone to 
give information about someone which may 
or may not be true 2. a person who spreads 
gossip O Be careful what you say to him - 
he’s a great gossip. ■ verb to talk about peo¬ 
ple’s private lives O They spent hours gossip¬ 
ing about the people working in the office. 
gossip column /'gosip .kotam/ noun a 
section in a newspaper which tells stories 
about famous people 

(D got /got/£> get □ to have got to must or to 
be obliged to O I’ve got to see my father 
tomorrow. 

gothic /'gD0ik/ adj in a medieval architec¬ 
tural style, with tall pointed arches 
(D go through /,gou '0ru:/ verb □ to go 
through something to look at or to discuss 
something thoroughly O They went through 


gotta 

each clause of the contract. □ to go through 
with something to continue with something 
O They decided not to go through with their 
planned pig farm because of the objections 
from their neighbours. 
gotta /'goto/ another spelling of got to ( in¬ 
formal) O I’m sick - I’ve gotta go to the 
doctor. 

(D gotten / l gDt(o)n/ US 0 get 
gouge /gaud 3 / noun a chisel o The gouge 
bit into the wood. ■ verb to cut out o He 
gouged out a hole in the plank. O The waves 
have gouged out a cave in the cliff. 
goulash /'guilaej*/ noun a Hungarian dish 
of meat and vegetables, flavoured with 
paprika 

3) go up /,gou 'Ap/ verb 1. to go to a higher 
place O Take the lift and go up to the fourth 
floor. 2. to increase; to rise to a higher level 
O The price of bread has gone up. 
gourd /guod/ noun a round fruit of a climb¬ 
ing plant, dried and used as a bottle or as a 
decoration 

gourmet /'guomei/ noun 1. a person who 
knows about and appreciates good food and 
drink 2. referring to good food O We had a 
gourmet dinner in a three-star restaurant. O 
This recipe comes from a gourmet cookbook. 
(D govern /'gAv(o)n/ verb 1 . to rule a coun¬ 
try O The country is governed by three gener¬ 
als. 2. to influence; to have an effect on O 
Inflation is governed by interest rates and ex¬ 
change rates. 

governance /'gAv(3)nons/ noun the way 
in which a country or organisation is gov¬ 
erned ( formal) 

governess /'gAvanos/ noun a private fe¬ 
male teacher. Synonym tutor (NOTE: The 
plural is governesses.) 
governing /'gAv(o)mr)/ adj which rules 
3) government /'gAv(3)nmont/ noun 1. 
the people or a political party which governs 
O The president asked the leader of the larg¬ 
est party to form a new government. O The 
government controls the price of bread. O He 
has an important job in the government. 2. 
the system of ruling a countiy O a country 
struggling to achieve democratic government 
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 
governmental /,gAv(3)n'ment(3)l/ adj 
referring to a government 
(D governor /'gAv(o)no/ noun a person 
who runs a state, a colony or an institution □ 
the Governor of the Bank of England the 
person who is in charge of the Bank of 
England 

Governor-General /,gAv(3)no 'd3en(3)rol/ 
noun the official head of some Common¬ 
wealth countries, representing the monarch 
3) go with /'gou wid/ verb 1. to match o 
Blue shoes won’t go with a green dress. O 


gradation 

Red wine goes best with meat. 2. to be linked 
to O That remote control goes with the TV. O 
He has a big house that goes with his job. 3. 
to accompany O Who are you going to the 
party with? 

3) go without /,gou wid'aut/ verb not to 
have something which you usually have 
gown /gaun/ noun 1. a woman’s long for¬ 
mal dress O a ball gown 2. a robe worn by 
someone such as a judge or a person with de¬ 
gree O She wore her new gown to the degree 
ceremony. 

(D go wrong /,gou 'rorj/ verb to stop work¬ 
ing properly 

(D GP /,d3i: 1 pi:/ noun a family doctor who 
does not specialise in any particular branch 
of medicine. Full form general practitioner 
(D grab /grasb/ verb 1 . to pick something up 
suddenly O He grabbed his suitcase and ran 
to the train. 2. to get something quickly (in¬ 
formal) O Let’s grab some lunch in the can¬ 
teen before the meeting starts. 3. □ how does 
it grab you? what do you think of it? (infor¬ 
mal) O A weekend in Paris - how does that 
grab you? (NOTE: grabbing - grabbed) ■ 
noun □ to make a grab for something to try 
to take something roughly O He made a grab 
for her wallet. □ up for grabs available to 
anyone who wants to get it ( informal ) o The 
company is up for grabs. O Now the cham¬ 
pion has retired the world title is up for 
grabs. 

grace /greis/ noun 1. elegance and attrac¬ 
tiveness O We admired the grace of the deer 
as they ran off into the woods. □ with good 
grace quite cheerfully O He accepted the 
criticisms with good grace. 2. a prayer before 
a meal O Father always says grace before 
dinner. 3. extra time to pay O We gave the 
creditors two weeks ’ grace to pay. ■ verb to 
honour O She graced the ceremony with her 
presence. 

graceful /'greisf(o)l/ adj 1. moving in a 
smooth and beautiful way O the swim¬ 
mer’s graceful strokes across the pool O 
She crossed the stage with graceful steps. 
2. behaving politely O He went into the la¬ 
dies’ toilet by mistake and had to beat a 
graceful retreat. 

gracefully /'greisf(o)li/ adv smoothly and 
beautifully 

graceless /'greislos/ adj 1. not elegant 2. 
not dignified 

gracious /'greijos/ adj 1. elegant o a gra¬ 
cious London square O The Edwardian era 
was a time of gracious living. 2. dignified 
and polite O She gave him a very gracious 
welcome. ■ interj used for showing surprise 
O Gracious! Is that the time? 
gradation /gro'deiJXojn/ noun 1 . a series 
of degrees or stages 2. one of a series of de- 
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grees or stages 3. the act of arranging things 
according to size or quality 
(D grade /greid/ noun 1 . a level of quality o 
I always buy grade 2 eggs. O What grade of 
vegetables do you sell most of? □ to make 
the grade to succeed; to do well □ 
high-grade, top-grade best quality 2. an ex¬ 
amination mark O She got top grades in 
maths. 3. US a class in school O students in 
fifth grade O She’s a fifth grade student. ■ 
verb to sort according to size or quality o a 
machine for grading fruit O Hotels are 
graded with two, three, four or five stars. 
Synonym classify 

graded /'greidid/ adj consisting of a series 
of stages, each of which is more advanced 
than the previous one 

grade school /'greid skuil/ noun a 
school for children between the ages of about 
5 and 11 

gradient /'greidiont/ noun a slope in a 
road or railway, 

(D gradual /'graed 3 uol/ adj which changes a 
little at a time. Antonym rapid 
<D gradually /'graed3U3li/ adv little by little 
O His condition improved gradually day by 
day. O She gradually learnt how to deal with 
customers ’ complaints. 

(D graduate noun /'grced 3 U 0 t/ a person 
with a degree from a university or college o 
He’s a graduate of London University. O 
She’s a physics graduate. ■ verb /'grced3U- 
,eit/ to get a degree o She graduated from 
Edinburgh university last year. 
graduated /'graed 3 ueitid/ adj 1. rising in 
stages O graduated income tax 2. with quan¬ 
tities marked on it O a graduated measuring 
jar 

graduation /,graed3u'eij(3)n/ noun 1. the 
ceremony at which you get a degree from a 
university or college O Graduation will take 
place on June 10th. 2. US leaving high 
school or college with a diploma 3. a mark 
showing quantities 

graduation ceremony /.graedsu'eiJXsJn 
.seromoni/ noun a ceremony when degrees 
are given, t Commencement 
graffiti /gro'fiiti/ noun writing on walls in 
public places 

graft /graift/ noun 1 . (in surgery) the act of 
transplanting an organ (heart, lung or kidney) 
or tissue (bone or skin) to replace an organ or 
tissue which is not functioning or which is 
diseased O He had a skin graft. (NOTE: The 
plural is grafts.) 2. (in surgery) an organ or 
tissue which is transplanted (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is grafts.) 3. a piece of a plant which is 
attached to another plant O The pear graft 
has taken. (NOTE: no plural) 4. the bribery 
and corruption of officials (informal) o Graft 
is widespread at all levels of the civil service. 
O The minister was accused of graft. (NOTE: 


no plural) ■ verb 1. (in surgery) to take a 
healthy organ or tissue and transplant it into a 
patient in place of diseased or damaged organ 
or tissue O Surgeons grafted a section of 
bone. O They grafted skin from his arm onto 
his leg. 2. (in gardening) to take a piece of a 
plant and attach it to another plant O He 
grafted the apple onto the stock. 
grain /grein/ noun 1. a cereal crop O a field 
of grain O the grain harvest 2. a very small 
piece O a grain of sand 3. the patterns of 
lines in wood O This old oak table has a 
beautiful grain. □ to go against the grain to 
go against your natural instincts O It goes 
against the grain to throw away all that good 
food. 

d> gram /graem/, gramme noun a weight 
equal to one thousandth of a kilogram (NOTE: 
usually written g after figures: 50 g.) 
d> grammar /■ grasmo/ noun 1. the rules of 
a language O I’m finding Russian grammar 
very difficult. O He’s been learning English 
for years, and still makes basic grammar 
mistakes. 2. a book of rules of a language o 
I’ll look it up in my new German grammar. 
grammar school /'graemo skuil/ noun a 
secondary school where students have to pass 
an exam to enter 

grammatical /gr3'maetik(9)l/ adj refer¬ 
ring to correct grammar 
gran /graen/ noun a grandmother (informal) 
granary /'graenori/ noun a place where 
grain is stored 

(D grand /graend/ adj 1 . big and important o 
his grand plan for making a lot of money 2 . 
impressive O We went to a very grand wed¬ 
ding. 3. very good o It’s grand weather for a 
picnic. (NOTE: grander - grandest) ■ noun 
1. one thousand pounds or dollars (informal) 
O The car cost me ten grand. 2. a grand piano 
O He plays a baby grand in the hotel foyer. 
grandad /'graendaed/ noun a grandfather 
(informal) 

<D grandchild /'graentjaild/ noun a child 
of a son or daughter (NOTE: The plural is 
grandchildren /'graentjildron/.) 

<D granddaughter /'graendoito/ noun the 
daughter of a son or daughter 
grandeur /'graend 3 o/ noun splendour 
<D grandfather /'graend.faido/ noun the 
father of your mother or father O Tomorrow 
is grandfather’s hundredth birthday. O My 
grandfather always tells us fascinating sto¬ 
ries about his childhood. (NOTE: often called 
grandad or grandpa by children) 
grandfather clock /'graenfaido kink/ 
noun a tall clock which stands on the floor 
grand finale /grand fi'naili/ noun a final 
very impressive part of an event 
grandiose /'grandious/ adj impressive, 
but too big and complicated 


grand jury 

grand jury /.grand 'd 3 uri/ noun US a 
group of between 12 and 24 jurors who meet 
as a preliminary to a trial to decide if an in¬ 
dictment should be issued to start criminal 
proceedings 

grandly /'grandli/ adv in a grand way 
grandma /'granma:/ noun a grandmother 
( informal) 

d> grandmother /'granmAda/ noun the 
mother of your mother or father O It will be 
grandmother’s ninetieth birthday next month. 
O My grandmother taught me how to make 
bread. (NOTE: often called gran or granny 
or grandma or nan by children) 
grandpa /'granpa:/ noun a grandfather 
( informal) 

grandparent /'granpearant/ noun the 
mother or father of one of your parents 
grand piano /grand pi'amou/ noun a 
large horizontal piano (NOTE: A smaller pi¬ 
ano, with a vertical body, is called an up¬ 
right.) 

Grand Prix /gron 'pri:/ noun a race for 
large and powerful racing cars 
grand slam /grand 'slaem/ noun winning 
a series of competitions, such as all the main 
temiis competitions held in a year 
(D grandson /'gransAn/ noun the son of a 
son or daughter 

grandstand /'grandstaend/ noun a stand 
with seats for spectators at games or races 
grand total /grand 't3ut(o)l/ noun a final 
total made by adding several items 
granite /'granit/ noun a hard grey stone 
granny /'grani/ noun a grandmother (infor¬ 
mal) 

granny flat /'grani flaet/ noun a small 
separate flat in a large house, intended for a 
relative, not necessarily a grandmother 
(D grant /graint/ verb 1. to agree to give 
something O The government has granted 
them a loan or a subsidy. □ to take some¬ 
thing for granted to assume that you will get 
something, or will keep something, and so 
not to appreciate it O The children seem to 
take it for granted that I will give them big 
presents every birthday. 2. to admit O I grant 
you it’s going to be difficult, but I’m sure 
you ’ll do it well. ■ noun a sum of money to 
help O Not many students get a full grant. O 
My grant only pays for a few books. O We 
have applied for a grant to plant trees by the 
side of the road. Synonym funding 
granulated sugar /.granjuleitid 'Jugs/ 
noun white sugar in the form of granules 
granule /'granjuil/ noun a very small par¬ 
ticle. Synonym grain 

grape /greip/ noun a small green or red 
fruit which grows on vines, often used to 
make wine 


grasshopper 

(D grapefruit /'greipfruit/ noun a large 
yellow citrus fruit, like an orange but not as 
sweet (NOTE: The plural is grapefruit.) 
grapevine /'greipvain/ noun a plant on 
which grapes grow □ I heard it on the 
grapevine someone told me about it when 
gossiping 

graph /graif/ noun a chart showing figures 
in the form of a line 

graphic /'grafik/ adj 1. drawn in symbols 
or letters O The results are shown in graphic 
form. 2. vivid O He gave a graphic descrip¬ 
tion of the accident. 

graphically /'grafikli/ adv 1. using 
graphs and diagrams 2. in great detail O She 
described the accident graphically. 
graphic design /.graefik di'zain/ noun 
the art or practice of designing things involv¬ 
ing images and text 

graphic designer /.grafik di'zains/ 
noun a person who works in graphic design 
(D graphics /'grafiks/ plural noun pictures 
on a computer screen or designed on a com¬ 
puter O The graphics on this game are 
brilliant. 

graphite /'grafait/ noun natural carbon 
graph paper /'graif .peips/ noun paper 
with little squares, for drawing graphs 
grapple /'grap(3)l/ verb 1. to fight o The 
two men were grappling on the floor. 2. □ to 
grapple with something to struggle to solve 
something difficult O He's grappling with 
the company accounts. 

grasp /graisp/ noun 1. a tight hold o She 
forced him to loosen his grasp on her arm. 2. 
an understanding O She has a good grasp of 
physics. ■ verb 1. to hold tightly o She 
grasped the branch of the tree with both 
hands. 2. to understand O They didn ’t seem 
to grasp my meaning. 

grasping /'graispir)/ adj wanting to get 
money. Synonym greedy 
(D grass /grais/ noun 1. a low green plant, 
which is eaten by sheep and cows in fields, or 
used in gardens to make lawns O The grass is 
getting too long - it needs cutting. 2. a lawn 
O Keep off the grass! O We ’ll sit on the grass 
and have our picnic. □ not to let the grass 
grow under your feet to waste no time in 
doing something ( informal ) o They don’t let 
the grass grow under their feet - they phoned 
immediately they saw the ad. 3. a person who 
gives information to the police ( informal) o 
The police gave the grass special protection. 
4. marijuana in the form of leaves (slang) ■ 
verb □ to grass on someone to give informa¬ 
tion about someone to the police O He 
grassed on his pals, (slang) 
grasshopper /'graishops/ noun a green 
insect which jumps and makes a rubbing 
noise 
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grassland 

grassland /'graistand/ noun an area of 
land covered in wild grass 
grassroots /grais'ruits/ plural noun ordi¬ 
nary members of a political party or of soci¬ 
ety in general 

grassy /'grcusi/ adj covered in grass 
grate /greit/ noun a metal frame for hold¬ 
ing coal in a fireplace O He put some more 
coal into the grate. ■ verb 1 . to make into 
small pieces by rubbing against a grater O 
She grated nutmeg over the pudding. O 
Sprinkle grated cheese over your pasta. O We 
made a salad of grated carrots and spring 
onions. 2. to make a rough irritating noise O 
That door needs oiling - it grates on its 
hinges. O The sound of metal grating on 
stone makes me shudder. 3. to irritate some¬ 
one; to make someone annoyed O The way he 
sings while he works is beginning to grate on 
my nerves. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
great.) 

(D grateful /'greitf(o)l/ adj recognising and 
feeling thankful for something that someone 
has done for you O We are most grateful to 
you for your help. 

gratefully /'greitf(o)li/ adv in a grateful 
way 

grater /'greito/ noun a kitchen instrument 
with a rough surface and little holes for 
grating 

gratify /'grartifai/ verb ( formal) 1. to sat¬ 
isfy someone O It gratifies her need for lux¬ 
ury. 2. to please someone O We were 
gratified to see that our work was promi¬ 
nently displayed. 

gratifying /'graetifang/ adj which satisfies 
someone. Synonym rewarding 
g rat in /'graetaeg/ noun a dish cooked with a 
crunchy crust, usually of cheese, on top 
grating /' greit ip/ noun a metal frame 
which covers a hole O They lifted up the grat¬ 
ing to look into the drain. Synonym grille ■ 
adj □ a grating sound a rough and unpleas¬ 
ant sound 

gratis /'grartis/ adv, adj free of charge 
gratitude /'graetitju:d/ noun thankfulness. 
Synonym thanks. Antonym ingratitude 
gratuitous /gro't juntos/ adj unnecessary; 
unjustified 

gratuity /gro'tjunti/ noun 1. money given 
to someone who has provided a service O 
The staff are instructed not to accept gratu¬ 
ities. Synonym tip 2. a sum of money given 
to someone who leaves a job O She received 
a tax-free gratuity of £10,000 when she re¬ 
tired. (NOTE: [all senses] The plural is gra¬ 
tuities.) 

grave /graiv/ noun a hole in the ground 
where a dead person is buried O At the fu¬ 
neral, the whole family stood by the grave. □ 

to have one foot in the grave to be old (in¬ 


grease 

formal) □ he would turn in his grave {of a 
dead person) he would be annoyed o Father 
would turn in his grave if he saw what they 
have done to his house. ■ adj 1. important; 
serious O It is a very grave offence. O He is in 
court facing grave charges. 2. quietly serious 
O She looked at him with a grave expression. 
(NOTE: graver - gravest) 
grave accent /gra:v 'aeksont/ noun an 
accent which slopes backwards over a vowel 
to show that the vowel is pronounced in a 
special way or is stressed, e.g. a or e. Com¬ 
pare acute accent 

gravel /'graev(o)l/ noun small stones 
(NOTE: no plural: a heap of gravel ; for one 
piece say a bit of gravel: I’ve got a bit of 
gravel in my shoe) 

gravelly /'gr 2 ev(o)li/ adj 1. {of a voice) 
rough 2. like gravel or covered with gravel 
gravely /'greivli/ adv seriously 
gravestone /'greivstoun/ noun a large 
stone placed on a grave with the name of the 
dead person written on it. Also called head¬ 
stone, tombstone 

graveyard /'greivjaid/ noun a cemetery 
gravitate /'graeviteit/ verb {formal) □ to 
gravitate towards something to move to¬ 
wards something O In the evening the stu¬ 
dents gravitate towards the bars. 
gravitation /.graevi'teiJXojn/ noun 1. 
gradual and steady movement towards some¬ 
one or something. Synonym movement 2. 
the force that causes objects to be attracted to 
each other 

gravitational / l gr 2 evi'teiJ(o)n(o)l/ adj re¬ 
ferring to gravity 

® gravity /'graeviti/ noun 1. the force 
which pulls things towards the ground O Ap¬ 
ples fall to the ground because of the earth’s 
gravity. 2. great seriousness O No one seems 
to realise the gravity of the situation. O Due 
to the gravity of the crimes he is supposed to 
have committed, his trial will be held in a dif¬ 
ferent town. 

gravy /'greivi/ noun sauce made from the 
juices of cooked meat (NOTE: no plural) 
gravy train /'greivi trein/ noun a way of 
getting money without doing much work (in¬ 
formal) 

graze /greiz/ noun a slight wound o He 
had a graze on his knee. ■ verb 1 . to feed on 
grass O The sheep were grazing on the hill¬ 
side. 2. to damage the skin slightly O He fell 
off his bicycle and grazed his knee. 3. to 
scrape for a short time when moving O The 
car grazed the garage door. 
grease /griis/ noun 1. thick oil O Put some 
grease on the hinge. 2. a soft animal fat 3. □ 
elbow grease hard work {informal) o It does- 
n’t need any skill, just a lot of elbow grease. 
■ verb 1. to cover with grease o Don 7 forget 
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greaseproof paper 

to grease the wheels. O She greased the pan 
before cooking the eggs. 2. □ to grease 
someone’s palm to give someone a bribe (in¬ 
formal) O We had to grease a few palms to 
get the contract signed. 
greaseproof paper /.griispruif 'peipo/ 
noun paper which will not let oil through 
greasy /'griisi/ adj covered with oil or 
grease O He wiped his greasy hands on a 
piece of rag. O I don’t like the chips they 
serve here - they’re too greasy. (NOTE: 
greasier - greasiest) 

greasy spoon /.grixsi 'spurn/ noun a 
small cheap and often dirty cafe ( informal) 

® great /greit/ adj 1. large O We visited the 
Great Wall of China. O She was carrying a 
great big pile of sandwiches. □ a great deal 
of, a great many a lot of O There’s a great 
deal of work to be done. O She earns a great 
deal of money. O A great many people will 
lose their jobs. 2. important or famous O New 
York is a great city. O Picasso was a great 
artist. O the greatest tennis player of all time 
3. wonderful; very good O We had a great 
time at the party. O What did you think of the 
film? - It was great! O It was great of you to 
help. O It was great that they could all get to 
the picnic. 4. □ the great and the good peo¬ 
ple who occupy influential positions in soci¬ 
ety ( humorous ) o The government looked 
through the ranks of the great and the good 
to find someone to be chairman of the mu¬ 
seum ’s trustees. 

great- /greit/ prefix referring to an older 
generation 

great-aunt /'greit cunt/ noun the aunt of a 
father or mother 

® Great Britain /.greit 'brit(9)n/ noun 
the country formed of England, Scotland and 
Wales 

Great Dane /greit 'dein/ noun a breed of 
very large dog 

great-grandchild /greit 'graentjaild/ 
noun the son or daughter of a grandchild 

great-grandfather /greit 'gramfaido/ 
noun the father of a grandfather 
great-great-grandfather /.greit greit 
'graenfaido/ noun the grandfather of a 
grandfather 

(D greatly /'greitli/ adv very much 
greatness /'greitnos/ noun importance or 
respect 

great-uncle /'greit ,Arjksl/ noun an uncle 
of a father or mother 

greed /griid/ noun too much love of food, 
money or power 

greedily /'griidili/ adv in a greedy way 
greedy /'griidi/ adj wanting food or other 
things too much (NOTE: greedier - 
greediest) 


greengrocer 

(D Greek /griik/ adj referring to Greece or 
its inhabitants O the son of a Greek shipping 
tycoon O He’s opened a Greek restaurant 
near us. O The letters of the Greek alphabet 
are used in science. ■ noun 1. a person from 
Greece O The ancient Greeks lived many 
years before the Romans. 2. the language 
spoken in Greece O He reads Plato in the 
original Greek. O She bought a Greek phrase 
book before going on holiday. 

(D green /grim/ adj 1. of a colour like the 
colour of grass O He was wearing a bright 
green shirt. O They painted the door dark 
green. O Go on - the traffic lights are green. 
2. relating to, interested in, or concerned 
about the environment O She’s very worried 
about green issues. O He’s a leading figure 
in the green movement. (NOTE: greener - 
greenest) ■ noun 1. a colour like grass o 
The door was painted a very dark green. O 
Have you any paint of a darker green than 
this? 2. a grassy piece of public land in the 
middle of a village O They were playing 
cricket on the village green. 3. a piece of 
smooth short grass for playing golf O The 
grass on the greens is cut vety short. O His 
ball landed about two feet from the hole on 
the tenth green, t bowling green 
greenback /'grimbask/ noun US a dollar 
bill {slang) 

green bean /grim 'bi:n/ noun a long thin 
green vegetable 

green belt /'grim belt/ noun an area of 
fanning land or woods and parks, which sur¬ 
rounds a town, and on which building is re¬ 
stricted or completely banned 
green card /'grim ka:d/ noun 1. a work 
permit for someone who is going to live in 
the USA 2. an insurance certificate to insure 
a car which is being taken abroad 
green channel /'grim ,tjaen(9)l/ noun a 
way through customs for people who have 
nothing to declare 

greenery /'grimori/ noun the leaves of 
trees and plants. Synonym foliage (NOTE: no 
plural) 

greenfield site /'griinfiild sait/ noun a 
site for a factory which is in the country, and 
not surrounded by other factories 
green fingers /grim 'firjgoz/ plural noun 
skill at gardening (NOTE: The US term is 
green thumb.) 

greenfly /'grimflai/ noun a small green in¬ 
sect which sucks sap from garden plants 
(NOTE: usually plural) 

greengage /'gri:ngeid 3 / noun a variety of 
small green plum 

greengrocer /'grimgrouso/ noun a per¬ 
son who sells fruit and vegetables 
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greenhouse 

(D greenhouse /'griinhaus/ noun a glass 
building for growing plants (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is greenhouses.) 

greenhouse effect /'griinhaus i.fekt/ 
noun the accumulation of gases in the earth’s 
atmosphere which prevent heat loss 
green light /grim 'lait/ verb to give ap¬ 
proval or permission for something to 
proceed 

Green Paper /grim 'peipo/ noun a report 
from the British government on proposals for 
a possible new law. Compare White Paper 
greens /griinz/ plural noun 1. green vege¬ 
tables O You must eat plenty of greens. 2. US 
greenery 

green thumb /grim 'Oaiti/ noun US skill 
at gardening (NOTE: The British term is 

green fingers.) 

Greenwich meridian /.grenitj mo- 
'ridion/ noun a line passing through Green¬ 
wich near London at longitude 0° from which 
all longitudes are calculated 
(D greet /griit/ verb to meet someone and 
say hello 

greeting /'griitir)/ noun words said when 
meeting or welcoming someone 
greetings /'griitirjz/ plural noun good 
wishes 

gregarious /gri'georios/ adj enjoying the 
company of other people. Antonym shy 
grenade /gri'neid/ noun a small bomb, 
usually thrown by hand 
d> grew /gru:/ C> grow 
<D grey /grei/ noun a colour that is a mixture 
of black and white O He was dressed all in 
grey. (NOTE: The US spelling is gray.) ■ adj 
of a colour that is a mixture of black and 
white O Her hair has turned quite grey. O 
She was wearing a light grey suit. O Look at 
the grey clouds - I think it is going to rain. 
(NOTE: greyer - greyest. The US spelling 
is gray.) 

grey area /'grei .eorio/ noun a situation, 
subject, or category of something that is un¬ 
clear or hard to define 

grey-haired /,grei 'head/ adj with grey 
hair 

greyhound /'greihaund/ noun a racing 
dog _ 

<S> grid /grid/ noun 1 . a set of parallel bars o 
We have fitted a metal grid over the top of the 
well. 2. the numbered squares on a map O 
What’s the grid reference of the church? 
griddle /'gndl/ noun a hot metal plate on 
the top of a stove, used for cooking 
gridiron /'gridaion/ noun a metal frame for 
cooking over a fire 

gridlock /'gridlok/ noun a traffic jam 
gridlocked /'gndlDkt/ adj blocked by a 
build-up of traffic 


grin 

(D grief /griif/ noun a feeling of great sad¬ 
ness. Synonym sorrow. Antonym joy □ to 
come to grief to have an accident; to fail O 
His horse came to grief at the first fence. O 
The project came to grief when the council 
refused to renew their grant. □ to give some¬ 
one grief to criticise someone ( informal) 
grief-stricken /'griif .strikon/ adj very 
sad 

grievance /'griiv(o)ns/ noun a reason for 
complaint □ to air your grievances to com¬ 
plain to everyone openly about something □ 
to nurse a grievance against someone to 

have a reason to complain about someone, 
and not be able to do anything about it O 
She’s been nursing a grievance against the 
boss for some weeks. 

grieve /griiv/ verb 1. to be sad, especially 
because someone has died O She is grieving 
for her fiance who was killed in the war. 2. to 
make sad ( formal ) o It grieves me to say this, 
but we are going to arrest your daughter. 
grievous /'griivos/ adj severe; very bad 
( formal) 

grievous bodily harm /.griivos .bodili 
'haim/ noun the crime of causing serious 
physical injury to someone. Abbr GBH 
(§> grill /gril/ noun 1. a part of a cooker 
where food is cooked under the heat O Cook 
the chops under the grill. 2. a restaurant serv¬ 
ing grilled food O We ’ll meet up at the Mexi¬ 
can Grill. ■ verb 1. to cook under or over a 
grill O We ’re having grilled sardines for din¬ 
ner. 2. to ask someone lots of questions O 
The police grilled him about the missing 
money. 

grille /gril/ noun a structure of metal bars in 
front of a window or on the front of a car, 
with the radiator behind. Synonym grating 
® grim /grim/ adj 1 . stem and not smiling o 
His expression was grim. O He gave a grim 
laugh and went on working. 2. unpleasant, 
worrying O There is some grim news about 
the war. 3. grey and unpleasant O The town 
centre is really grim. □ like grim death in an 
extremely determined way ( informal ) o She 
held on to the handrail like grim death. 
(NOTE: grimmer - grimmest) 
grimace /'grimos/ noun a twisted expres¬ 
sion O He made a grimace when he tasted the 
medicine. Synonym scowl ■ verb to make a 
grimace O She grimaced as the dentist 
started up his drill. Synonym frown ► Ant¬ 
onym (all senses) smile 
grime /graim/ noun black dirt. Synonym 
filth 

grim-faced /.grim 'feist/ adj with a seri¬ 
ous unfriendly expression 
grimy /'graimi/ adj very dirty 
® grin /g nn/ noun a wide smile o She gave 
me a big grin. Synonym beam ■ verb to 
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grind 

smile widely O He grinned when we asked 
him if he liked his job. □ to grin and bear it 
to accept a difficult situation o No one likes 
doing all these rehearsals, but we *ve just got 
to grin and bear it. ► Antonym (all senses) 
frown 

(D grind /graind/ verb 1. to crush to powder 
O to grind corn O a cup of freshly ground 
coffee 2. to rub surfaces together □ to grind 
a knife to sharpen a knife by rubbing it on a 
rough stone □ to grind your teeth to mb 
your teeth together and make a noise, espe¬ 
cially because you are annoyed □ to grind to 
a halt to stop working gradually O The men 
went on strike, and the production line 
ground to a halt. O The driver put on the 
brakes and the train ground to a halt. □ to 
have an axe to grind to have a particular 
point of view which makes your judgement 
biased ■ noun □ the daily grind the boring 
work done every day ( informal ) 
grinder /'graindo/ noun a machine for 
grinding 

grinding /'graindir)/ adj 1. causing a feel¬ 
ing of boredom 2. (of a sound) like two hard 
things mbbing together 
grindstone /'graindstoun/ noun a stone 
which turns to sharpen knives □ to keep 
someone’s nose to the grindstone to keep 
someone working very hard 
grip /grip/ noun 1. a firm hold o He has a 
strong firm grip. O Radial tyres give a better 
grip on the road surface. □ to lose your grip 
not to be as much in control as before O She 
simply doesn’t make any decisions - I think 
she’s losing her grip. 2. □ to get or come to 
grips with something to start to deal with 
something ( informal) o The president is hav¬ 
ing to come to grips with the failing econ¬ 
omy. □ to get a grip on yourself to try to 
control yourself; to try to be less emotional O 
Get a grip on yourself- you’ve got an inter¬ 
view in half an hour. 3. a big soft bag for car¬ 
rying clothes O He rolled up some T-shirts 
and underwear and squeezed them into his 
grip. 4. a piece of bent wire used to keep 
your hair in place O Use a grip to keep your 
hair off your face. (NOTE: The US term is 
bobby-pin.) ■ verb 1. to hold tight o She 
gripped the rail with both hands. 2. to be 
very interesting O The story gripped me from 
the first page. (NOTE: gripping - gripped) 
gripe /graip/ noun 1. a complaint o his list 
of gripes about the work 2. pains in the stom¬ 
ach (dated) O The baby is suffering from 
gripe. ■ verb (informal) □ to gripe about 
something to complain about something O 
She’s always griping about the weather. 
gripping /'gripir)/ adj which holds your in¬ 
terest or attention. Synonym fascinating. 
Antonym boring 


grooming 

grisly /'grizli/ adj horrible. Synonym grue¬ 
some. Antonym pleasant (NOTE: grislier - 
grisliest. Do not confuse with grizzly or 
gristly.) 

gristle /'gris(o)l/ noun a hard substance 
found when chewing meat. Synonym carti¬ 
lage (NOTE: no plural) 

gristly /'grisli/ adj full of gristle (note: Do 
not confuse with grisly, grizzly.) 
grit /grit/ noun 1 . bits of sand o Grit seems 
to have got into the engine. O I have a piece 
of grit in my eye. 2. courage O He had the 
grit to go mountain climbing with his artifi¬ 
cial leg. (NOTE: [all senses] no plural) ■ 
verb 1. to put sand on a road that is covered 
with ice O Lorries have been out all night, 
gritting the motorway. 2. □ to grit your 
teeth to be determined O He gritted his teeth 
and went on up the mountain. (NOTE: grit¬ 
ting - gritted) 

gritty /'griti/ adj full of strength 
grizzled /'griz(o)ld/ adj with lots of grey 
hairs 

grizzly /'grizli/, grizzly bear /'grizli beo/ 
noun □ a North American brown and grey 
bear O Grizzly bears catch salmon in moun¬ 
tain rivers. (NOTE: The plural is grizzlies or 
grizzly bears.) 

groan /groun/ noun a deep cry O He ut¬ 
tered a groan and closed his eyes. ■ verb 1. 
to make a long low noise O She groaned 
when she saw how much work had to be 
done. 2. □ to groan under a weight to carry 
a heavy weight O The floor groaned under 
the weight of the gold bars. (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with grown.) 

grocer /'grouso/ noun a person who sells 
goods such as sugar, butter and tins of food 
groceries /'grousoriz/ plural noun things 
you buy at a grocer’s O a heavy bag of gro¬ 
ceries. Synonym food 

grocery /'grousori/ noun a general food 
shop O He runs the grocery shop in the High 
Street. 

groggy /'grogi/ adj not having a clear head 
groin /groin/ noun the place where the legs 
join the body 

groom /gruim/ noun 1 . a person who looks 
after horses O She got down from the horse 
and handed him over to a groom to deal with. 
2. a man who is getting married O The groom 
looked nervously over his shoulder, wonder¬ 
ing where the best man was. ■ verb 1. to 
make someone or a horse look smart O a 
well-groomed young man O She was groom¬ 
ing her horse. 2. to train someone for a par¬ 
ticular role O He is being groomed to take his 
father’s place in the family business. 
grooming /'gruimir)/ noun 1. being smart 
and well-brought up 2. training someone for 
a particular role 3. developing the trust of a 
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groove 

young person or their family in order to un¬ 
dertake illegal sexual contact 
groove /gru:v/ noun a wide line cut into a 
surface. Synonym channel. Antonym ridge 
□ to be stuck in a groove to be leading a dull 
life with no excitement 
groovy /'gruivi/ adj fashionable (dated 
slang) (NOTE: groovier - grooviest) 
grope /group/ verb to feel with your hands 
© gross /grous/ adj 1. total; with nothing 
taken away 2. very great and bad O a gross 
miscarriage of justice O It was a gross error 
on the part of the referee. 3. ugly and vulgar 
(informal ) o He’s such a horrible man - he’s 
gross. (NOTE: grosser - grossest) ■ adv 
with nothing taken away O His salary is paid 
gross. ■ verb to make as a total o The film 
grossed $2 5m in its first week. ■ noun twelve 
dozen, equal to 144 (NOTE: The plural is 
gross.) 

gross domestic product /grous do- 
,mestik 'prodAkt/ noun the value of goods 
and services paid for inside a country. Abbr 

GDP 

grossly /'grsusli/ adv in a great bad way, 
greatly 

gross margin /grous 'ma:d3in/ noun the 
difference between the price received and the 
cost of manufacture 

gross misconduct /graus mis- 

'kondAkt/ noun an action such as being 
drunk at work or molesting women staff, 
which leads to instant dismissal 
gross national product /graus 

,naej(3)n3l 'prodAkt/ noun the value of 
goods and services paid for in a country, in¬ 
cluding income earned in other countries. 
Abbr GNP 

gross negligence /grous 'neglid39ns/ 
noun an act showing a very serious failure to 
do your duty towards other people 
gross profit /graus 'profit/ noun a profit 
calculated as income from sales less the cost 
of the goods sold, before paying for any other 
expenses 

grotesque /grsu'tesk/ adj 1. strange and 
ugly O We got a really grotesque present 
from our Spanish landlady. 2. unnatural and 
unpleasant O It was grotesque to see her at 
the funeral. O Grotesque abuses of justice 
were commonplace during the civil war. 
grotto /'grotau/ noun an attractive cave, 
especially one made as a garden decoration 
(NOTE: The plural is grottoes.) 
grouch /grautJV noun a person who com¬ 
plains all the time O She’s such an old 
grouch. ■ verb to complain unhappily (infor¬ 
mal) O He’s always grouching about his pay. 
<D ground /graund/ noun 1. soil or earth o 
You should dig the ground in the autumn. O 
The house is built on wet ground. O It has 


ground zero 

been so dry that the ground is hard. 2. the 
surface of the earth O The factory was burnt 
to the ground. O There were no seats, so we 
had to sit on the ground. O She lay down on 
the ground and went to sleep. □ to get a pro¬ 
ject off the ground to get a project started O 
He played an important role in getting the 
project off the ground, t ear 3. land used for 
a special purpose O a football ground O a 
sports ground O a cricket ground O a show 
ground } fairground, grounds ■ verb 1. to 
put or keep on the ground O After the me¬ 
chanical failure was discovered, the fleet of 
aircraft was grounded. 2. to base O Our 
teaching system is grounded on years of 
practice. 3. US to connect electrical equip¬ 
ment to the earth O Household appliances 
should be properly grounded. (NOTE: The 
British term is to earth.) 4. i> grind O to 
gain ground (on someone) 1. to get near 
to someone else in a competition 2. to be 
more successful than someone else O to lose 
ground (to someone) 1. not to keep close 
to someone else in a competition 2. to be less 
successful than someone else 
ground beef /graund 'biif/ noun US beef 
which has been cut into very small pieces 
(NOTE: The British term is mince or minced 
beef.) 

groundbreaking /'graundbreikirj/ adj 
involving new ideas 

(D ground floor /graund 'flo:/ noun a 
floor in a building which is level with the 
street 

groundhog /'graundhog/ noun a fat 
American rodent which lives in holes in the 
ground and hibernates in winter 
grounding /'graundir)/ noun basic in¬ 
struction. Synonym foundation 
groundless /'graundtas/ adj without any 
reason 

ground level /'graund ,lev(3)l/ noun a 
floor at the same level as the street 
ground rule /'graund ru:l/ noun a basic 
rule 

grounds /graundz/ plural noun 1. a large 
area of land around a big house or institution 
O The police searched the school grounds for 
the weapon. O The village fete is held in the 
grounds of the hospital. 2. reasons O Does he 
have any grounds for complaint? O What 
grounds have you got for saying that? O Do 
they have sufficient grounds to sue us? 
groundswell /'graundswel/ noun 1. a 
general feeling 2. a deep movement of the 
sea 

groundwork /'graundw3ik/ noun prelim¬ 
inary work. Synonym foundation (NOTE: no 
plural) 

ground zero /graund 'zisrsu/ noun 1. the 
point just above or below a nuclear explosion 
2. the most basic possible level or starting 


371 


group 

point 3. the huge debris field left following 
the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Cen¬ 
ter towers in New York City on 11 Septem¬ 
ber 2001 

(D group /gru:p/ noun 1. a number of peo¬ 
ple or things taken together O a group of 
houses in the valley O Groups of people gath¬ 
ered in the street. O She is leading a group of 
businessmen on a tour of Italian factories. O 
There are reduced prices for groups of 30 
and over. 2 . a way of classifying things O 
These drugs belong to the same group. 3. 
people playing music together O He plays in 
a jazz group. O She’s the lead singer in a pop 
group. 4. several different companies linked 
together o the Shell group of companies O a 
major travel group ■ verb □ to group (to¬ 
gether) to form into groups 
groupie /'gruipi/ noun a girl follower of a 
singer or pop group ( informal) 
grouping /'gruipir)/ noun the process of 
putting things or people together in a group 
group therapy /gruip 'Geropi/ noun a 
type of therapy where a group of people with 
the same type of problems meet together with 
a therapist to discuss their condition and try 
to help each other 

grouse /graus/ noun 1. a complaint o All 
we heard at dinner were his grouses about 
the office. 2. a small dark game bird, found in 
the north of England and Scotland O We had 
grouse for supper. O They shot six brace of 
grouse yesterday. O Grouse shooting starts 
on August 12th. (NOTE: The plural is 
grouse. Two of the birds are called a brace 
of grouse.) ■ verb (informal ) □ to grouse 
about something to complain about some¬ 
thing O He’s always grousing about the at¬ 
mosphere in the office. 

grove /grouv/ noun a small group of trees. 
Synonym copse 

grovel /'grDv(o)l/ verb to behave towards 
someone in a way that shows respect or ad¬ 
miration too obviously (NOTE: grovelling - 
grovelled) 

® grow /grou/ verb 1. (of plants) to live o 
There was grass growing in the middle of 
the road. O Roses grow well in our garden. 2. 
to make plants grow O He grows all his 
vegetables in his garden. O We are going to 
grow some cabbages this year. 3. to become 
taller or bigger or longer O He's grown a lot 
taller since I last saw him. O The profit has 
grown to £lm. O The town’s population is 
growing very fast. 4. to become gradually O 
She grew weak with hunger. O The nights are 
growing colder now. O All the time he grew 
richer and richer. (NOTE: growing - grew 
/gru:/ - grown /groun/) 
grower /'grouo/ noun a farmer who grows 
a particular type of plant 


grudgingly 

growing /'grouirj/ adj 1. becoming bigger 
in size or amount 2. becoming stronger or 
more extreme 

grow into /,grou 'intu/ verb to become 
growl /graul/ noun an angry sound made by 
a dog, or by a person O As he opened the 
door he heard a growl. ■ verb to make an 
angry sound O The dog growled when he 
tried to take away its bone. O When we asked 
the doorman if we could go in, he just 
growled ‘yes’. 

(D grown /groun 1 adj full size. Synonym 
grown-up (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

groan.) 

<D grown-up /.groun 'Ap/ noun, adj adult o 
a grown-up taste in books O The family con¬ 
sists of three grown-ups and ten children. O 
She has a grown-up daughter. O The 
grown-ups had wine with their meal. 
grow out of /,grou 'aut dv/ verb 1. to be¬ 
come bigger so that something does not fit O 
He’s grown out of his coat. 2 . to become 
older, and so stop some bad habit O He plays 
the drums all day long, but we hope it’s 
something he ’ll grow out of. 

(D growth /grouG/ noun 1. an increase in 
size O the rapid growth of the population 
since 1980 O They measured the tree’s 
growth over the last fifty years. □ the coun¬ 
try’s economic growth the rate at which a 
country’s national income grows 2. a lump in 
the body which is not normal, such as a tu¬ 
mour O They found a growth in her throat. 
growth industry /'grouG .indostri/ noun 
an industry that is expanding 
<D grow up /,grou 'Ap/ verb to become an 
adult 

grub /grAb/ noun 1 . a little worm which is a 
young insect O Birds were searching for 
grubs under the bushes. 2. food ( informal ) o 
The grub in the canteen is so awful that I take 
sandwiches to work. 

grubby /'grAbi/ adj dirty (note: grubbier 
- grubbiest) 

grudge /grAd 3 / noun □ to have or bear a 
grudge against someone to have bad feel¬ 
ings about someone because of something 
they did to you in the past O Since her bag 
was snatched in Rome, she has a grudge 
against Italians. O He has been nursing a 
grudge against his boss for the last six years. 
■ verb □ to grudge someone something to 
be unwilling to give someone something or 
be angry that they have something O I grudge 
having to pay so much for so-called expert 
advice. O No one grudges him his success in 
the tennis championship. 
grudging /'grAd 3 ir)/ adj unwilling. Ant¬ 
onym willing 

grudgingly /'grAd3ir)li/ adv unwillingly 
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gruelling 

gruelling /'gruislir)/ adj tiring. Synonym 
arduous. Antonym easy 
gruesome /'gru:s(3)m/ adj horrific and 
shocking in the way violence or death is 
shown. Synonym grisly. Antonym pleasant 
gruff /grAf/ adj rough and unfriendly 
(NOTE: gruffer - gruffest) 
gruffly /'grAfli/ adv in a gruff way 
grumble /'grAmbal/ noun a complaint 
about something O Do you have any grum¬ 
bles about the food? □ she’s full of grum¬ 
bles she is always complaining ■ verb □ to 
grumble about something to complain 
about something O He’s always grumbling 
about the noise from the flat above. 
grumpily /'grAmpili/ adv in a 
bad-tempered manner 

grumpy /'gt'Ampi/ adj bad-tempered. Ant¬ 
onym cheerful (NOTE: grumpier - 
grumpiest) 

grunge /grAnd3/ noun untidy and 
dirty-looking fashion (informal) 
grunt /grAnt/ noun a noise like a pig o He 
gave a grunt and went on reading his news¬ 
paper. m verb 1 . (of a pig) to make a noise O 
The pigs were grunting and squealing in 
their pen. 2. to make a bad-tempered noise O 
I asked if we could have a glass of water and 
the waiter just grunted. O She grunted some¬ 
thing and slammed the door. 

GSOH abbr good sense of humour 
<D guarantee /.gaersn'ti:/ noun 1. a legal 
document in which someone states that 
something is going to happen O The travel 
agent could not give a guarantee that we 
would be accommodated in the hotel men¬ 
tioned in the brochure. 2. a legal document 
which promises that a machine is in good 
condition and will work without problems for 
a certain length of time O The fridge is sold 
with a twelve-month guarantee. □ under 
guarantee covered by a guarantee O The car 
is still under guarantee, so the manufacturers 
will pay for the repairs. 3. a firm promise 
that something will happen O We can’t give 
you a guarantee that the weather will be fine. 
O There is no guarantee that he will get a job 
even if he gets through the training course 
successfully. ■ verb 1 . to give a legal prom¬ 
ise that something will work, or that some¬ 
thing will be done O The product is 
guaranteed for twelve months. 2. to make a 
firm promise that something will happen O / 
can guarantee that the car will give you no 
trouble. O We can almost guarantee good 
weather in the Caribbean at this time of year. 
® guaranteed ^gaeran'tiid/ adj which has 
been promised legally. Synonym certain 
guarantor /.gaersn'to:/ noun a person who 
promises to pay the debts of another person 


guesstimate 

(D guard /ga:d/ noun 1. □ to be on guard, 
to keep guard to be looking out for danger O 
You must be on your guard against burglars 
at all times. □ to catch someone off guard to 
catch someone by surprise, when they are not 
expecting it □ to be on your guard to try to 
be ready for an unpleasant surprise O You al¬ 
ways have to be on your guard against bur¬ 
glars. 2. a person who protects, often a 
soldier O Security guards patrol the factory 
at night. O Our squad is on guard duty to¬ 
night. 3. the man in charge of a train O The 
guard helped my put my bike into his van. 
(NOTE: The US term is conductor.) 4. a 
piece of equipment to protect against possi¬ 
ble injury or accident O Attach the guard on 
the chain saw. ■ verb to protect O The prison 
is guarded at all times. □ to guard against 
something to try to prevent something 
happening 

guard dog /'ga:d dog/ noun a dog used to 
guard a house or other buildings 
guarded /'gcudid/ adj careful 
(D guardian /'gaidian/ noun a person who 
protects, especially a person who legally 
looks after someone else’s child 
guardian angel /,ga:dion 'eind33l/ noun 
a person who looks after and protects 
someone 

guard of honour /,ga:d av 'ons/ noun a 
group of soldiers standing or marching with 
an important person at a ceremony 
guardsman /'gaidzman/ noun a soldier in 
a regiment of the Guards 
guard’s van /'gaidz vaen/ noun the part at 
the end of a train, where the guard rides 
guerrilla /gs'rita/, guerilla noun a soldier 
who is not part of a regular national army 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with gorilla.) 
guerrilla warfare /ga.rib 'woifea/ noun 
a type of fighting when guerrillas attack in 
small groups in unexpected places 
(D guess /ges/ noun an attempt to give the 
right answer or figure O Go on - make a 
guess! O At a guess, I’d say it weighs about 
10 kilos. □ it is anyone’s guess no one really 
knows what is the right answer ■ verb 1 . to 
try to give the right answer or figure O I 
would guess it ’ s about six o ’clock. O Neither 
of them guessed the right answer. O He 
guessed right. O I’ve bought you a present - 
shut your eyes and guess what it is. 2. espe¬ 
cially US to think O I guess the plane’s going 
to be late. 

guessing game /'gesirj geim/ noun 1. a 
game in which players must identify a thing 
or person by asking a series of questions to 
gain information 2. a situation which could 
end in different ways 

guesstimate noun /'gestimat/ an esti¬ 
mate based on a guess ■ verb /'gestimeit/ to 
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guesswork 

make an estimate of something based on in¬ 
complete evidence or information 

guesswork /'gesw3ik/ noun the process 
or end result of guessing 
® guest /gest/ noun 1. a person who is 
asked to come to your home or to an event O 
We had a very lively party with dozens of 
guests. O None of the guests left the party 
early. □ be my guest used to say that you 
will allow someone to do what they have 
asked to do or what you think they might like 
to do O If you want to borrow any of these 
books, be my guest. 2. a person staying in a 
hotel or guesthouse 

guesthouse /'gesthaus/ noun a private 
house which takes several guests, like a small 
hotel 

guffaw /go'fo:/ noun a loud laugh o Guf¬ 
faws came from the audience as soon as she 
started to speak. 0> chuckle ■ verb to laugh 
loudly O The audience guffawed as she tried 
to ride the bicycle. 

® guidance /'gaid(o)ns/ noun advice 
(D guide /gaid/ noun 1. a person who shows 
the way O They used local farmers as guides 
through the forest. 2. a person who shows 
tourists round a place O The guide showed us 
over the castle or showed us round the castle. 
O The museum guide spoke so fast that we 
couldn ’t understand what she was saying. 3. 
a book which gives information O a guide to 
Athens O a guide to the butterflies of Europe 
■ verb to show the way; to show tourists 
round a place O She guided us up the steps in 
the dark. O He guided us round the castle. 
Guide /gaid/ noun a member of the Guides 
(NOTE: part of the same organisation as the 
Boy Scouts) 

d> guidebook /'gaidbuk/ noun a book 
with information about a place 
guided missile /.gaidid 'misail/ noun a 
missile which can be controlled to hit a spe¬ 
cific place 

guide dog /'gaid dog/ noun a dog which 
has been trained to lead a blind person 
guided tour /.gaidid 'tuo/ noun a visit to 
a place where people are led by a guide 
guidelines /'gaidlainz/ plural noun gen¬ 
eral advice on what to do o If you follow the 
government guidelines, you should not have 
any trouble. O The minister has issued a new 
set of guidelines about city planning. 

Guides plural noun the Guides Association, 
an international youth organisation for girls 
O She’s joined the Guides. 
guild /gild/ noun an association of crafts¬ 
men (NOTE: Do not confuse with gild.) 
guildhall /'gildhoil/ noun the main public 
hall in a town 


gullet 

guile /gail/ noun the use of trickery to de¬ 
ceive people. Synonym cunning. Antonym 
frankness 

guillotine /'gilotiin/ noun 1. a machine 
which was used in France for punishing 
criminals by cutting off their heads 2. a ma¬ 
chine for cutting paper 3. a motion in the 
House of Commons to end a debate at a cer¬ 
tain time ■ verb to cut someone’s head off as 
a punishment O Many aristocrats were guil¬ 
lotined during the French Revolution. Syn¬ 
onym behead 

guilt /gilt/ noun 1 . the state of having com¬ 
mitted a crime O The prisoner admitted his 
guilt. 2. being or feeling responsible for do¬ 
ing something bad O The whole group bears 
the guilt for his death. (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with gilt.) 

(D guilty /'gilti/ adj 1. who has committed a 
crime O He was found guilty of murder. O 
The jury decided she was not guilty. 2. feel¬ 
ing unhappy because you have done some¬ 
thing wrong O I feel very guilty about not 
having written to you. (NOTE: guiltier - 
guiltiest) 

guinea /'gini/ noun a former coin worth 21 
shillings (£1.05 in modem currency), still 
used in auction prices and in names of prizes 
for horse races 

guinea fowl /'gini faul/ noun a bird with 
black fathers and white spots, used for food 
guinea pig /'gini pig/ noun 1. a little furry 
animal, kept as a pet O She keeps guinea pigs 
in a hutch in the garden. 2. a person used in 
an experiment O The hospital is advertising 
for guinea pigs to test the new drug. O We ’re 
using her as a guinea pig to see if the instruc¬ 
tions for making the cake work. 
guise /gaiz/ noun an appearance, which is 
sometimes misleading □ in the guise of pre¬ 
tending to be O The drugs were sent in the 
guise ofpackets of sugar. 

(D guitar /gi'ta:/ noun a musical instmment 
with six strings, played with the fingers O He 
plays the guitar in a pop group. 
gulch /gAltJ/ noun US a narrow valley with 
a stream at the bottom (NOTE: The plural is 
gulches.) 

® gulf /gAlf/ noun 1. an area of sea partly 
surrounded by land O the Gulf of Mexico 2. a 
great distance between two points of view O 
The gulf that separates the two parties will be 
difficult to bridge. 

Gulf /gAlf/ noun the Persian Gulf 

gull /gAl/ noun a large common white sea 

bird. Also called seagull 

gullet /'gAlit/ noun the tube down which 

food and drink passes from the mouth to the 

stomach. Also called oesophagus 
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gullibility 

gullibility /.gAli'biliti/ noun a willingness 
to believe something or trust someone very 
easily 

gullible /'gAlib(3)l/ adj ready to believe 
anything. Synonym naive. Antonym dis¬ 
cerning 

gully /' g Ali/ noun a small narrow valley 
(NOTE: The plural is gullies.) 
gulp /gAlp/ noun a quick swallow o He 
swallowed the glass of wine in one gulp. ■ 
verb to swallow fast o She gulped and went 
onto the stage. O He gulped down his drink 
and ran for the bus. ► Antonym (all senses) 
sip 

(3) gum /gAm/ noun 1. glue o She spread 
gum on the back of the photo and stuck it 
onto a sheet of paper. 2. the flesh around the 
base of your teeth O Brushing your teeth ev¬ 
ery day is good for your gums. ■ verb to 
stick with glue O She gummed the pictures 
onto a sheet of paper. (NOTE: gumming - 
gummed) 

gumboot /'gAmbuit/ noun a rubber boot 
gummed /gAmd/ adj with glue on it 
gumption /'gAmpJon/ noun 1. good com¬ 
mon sense 2. the courage to take action 
gum tree /'gAm tri:/ noun a eucalyptus 
tree □ up a gum tree in a difficult situation 
(informal) 

® gun /gAn/ noun 1 . a weapon which shoots 
bullets O The robber pulled out a gun. O She 
grabbed his gun and shot him dead. □ to 
jump the gun to start too quickly ( informal ) 
O The law on Sunday opening starts in a 
month’s time, but some shops have already 
jumped the gun. □ to stick to your guns to 
keep to your point of view even if everyone 
says you are wrong 2. a large weapon which 
shoots shells O We heard the guns firing all 
night. O The ship trained its guns on the 
town. 3. a small device which you hold in 
your hand to spray a substance such as paint 
or glue O A spray gun gives an even coating 
of paint. ■ verb □ to gun someone down to 
shoot and kill someone O The policeman was 
gunned down in broad daylight. (NOTE: 
gunning - gunned) 

gunboat /'gAnbout/ noun a small ship 
with guns on it 

gun control /'gAn kon.troul/ noun legal 
measures to control the ownership of guns by 
members of the public 

gunfire /'gAnfaio/ noun the shooting of 
guns □ under gunfire being shot at o He’s 
always very calm, even under gunfire. 
gunge /gAnd 3 / noun an unpleasant sticky 
substance 

(D gunman /'gAnmon/ noun a man armed 
with a gun (NOTE: The plural is gunmen.) 


gutted 

gunpoint /'gAnpoint/ noun □ at gunpoint 

with a gun being pointed at you O He was 
held at gunpoint by robbers. 
gunpowder /'gAnpaudo/ noun a chemical 
substance used as an explosive and to make 
fireworks 

gunshot /'gAnJot/ noun the firing of a gun 
gurgle /'g3:g(o)l/ noun a bubbling sound o 
the gurgle of the stream between the rocks ■ 
verb to make a bubbling sound o The water 
gurgled in the pipes. O The baby was gur¬ 
gling in his pram. 

guru /'guru:/ noun 1. a respected teacher, 
often a religious or spiritual teacher O He 
was the great guru of the civil disobedience 
movement. 2. a person who gives advice O 
She’s one of the Prime Minister’s media 
gurus. 

gush /gAj/ noun 1. a sudden fast flow of 
liquid O A sudden gush of water came out of 
the pipe. 2. lots of praise O I can’t stand all 
this gush about babies. ■ verb 1. to flow out 
very quickly and suddenly O Oil gushed from 
the hole in the pipeline. 2. to speak in a very 
enthusiastic way O She tends to gush over 
babies. 

gushing /'gAjir)/ adj 1. flowing fast or in 
large quantities 2. speaking or behaving in an 
extremely enthusiastic or emotional way that 
embarrasses other people 
gust /gASt/ noun □ a gust of wind a sudden 
rush of wind O A sudden gust blew my hat 
off. ■ verb to blow in gusts O The wind was 
gusting at up to 70 miles an hour. 
gusto /'gAStou/ noun energy and enthusi¬ 
asm. Synonym enjoyment. Antonym apa¬ 
thy (NOTE: no plural) 

gusty /'gASti/ adj with the wind blowing in 
sudden bursts. Synonym windy. Antonym 
calm 

(D gut /gAt/ noun the tube passing from the 
stomach in which food is digested as it passes 
through the body O He complained of pain in 
the gut. ■ verb 1 . to remove the insides of an 
animal or fish before cooking O The pigeons 
have not been gutted. O Women stood in the 
market gutting sardines. 2. to destroy the in¬ 
side of a building totally O The house was 
gutted by fire. (NOTE: gutting - gutted) 
gut reaction /gAt ri'aekjon/ noun an in¬ 
stinctive reaction 

guts /gAts/ plural noun 1. courage (in¬ 
formal) O She had the guts to tell the boss he 
was wrong. 2. the stomach and the area just 
below it (slang) o a pain in the guts 3. □ I 
hate his guts I dislike him a lot (informal) 
gutsy /'gAtsi/ adj 1. brave 2. done or per¬ 
formed with a great deal of passion, or 
emotion 

gutted /'gAtid/ adj 1. with the insides taken 
out 2. very upset or disappointed □ to feel 
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gutter 

gutted to feel extremely upset ( informal) o 
When he missed the penalty kick we all felt 
gutted. 

gutter /'gAto/ noun 1 . a channel by the side 
of a road to take away rainwater O Pieces of 
paper and leaves blowing about in the gutter. 
□ he was brought up in the gutter he was 
brought up in very poor conditions 2. an open 
pipe under the edge of a roof to catch rainwa¬ 
ter O It rained so hard the gutters 
overflowed. 

guttering /'gAtorir)/ noun 1. the gutters at 
the edges of a roof 2. open metal or plastic 
pipes for use as gutters 
gutter press /'gAto pres/ noun newspa¬ 
pers which specialise in scandals 
guttural /'gAt(o)r3l/ adj 1 . characterised by 
throaty speech sounds 2. pronounced with 
the tongue near the back of the mouth 
(D guy /gai/ noun 1 . a man o She married a 
guy from Texas. O The boss is a very friendly 
guy. O Hey, you guys, come and look at this! 
(NOTE: In US English, you guys can be 
used when speaking to men or women.) 2. a 
rope which holds a tent 3. a model of a man 
burnt on Bonfire Night, 5th November O The 
children are collecting clothes to make a guy. 
O Penny for the guy! 

Guy Fawkes Night /gai folks nait/ 
noun 5 th November, when the attempt by 
Guy Fawkes to blow up the British Houses of 
Parliament in 1605 is remembered with bon¬ 
fires and fireworks. Also called Bonfire 
Night 

guzzle /'gAz(o)l/ verb to eat or drink greed¬ 
ily ( informal) 


gyratory system 

(D gym Id^im/ noun 1. a hall for indoor 
sports and athletics O Because it rained, we 
had to hold the school fete in the gym. Also 
called gymnasium 2. physical exercises. 
Also called gymnastics 
gymkhana /d3im'ka:n3/ noun GB a horse 
riding competition 

gymnasium /d3im'neizi3m/ noun a hall 

for indoor sports and athletics 

gymnast /'d 3 imn 2 est/ noun an athlete who 

is expert at gymnastics 

gymnastic /d 3 im'na 2 stik/ adj referring to 

gymnastics 

gymnastics A^im'naestiks/ noun physi¬ 
cal exercises, as a competitive sport (NOTE: 
takes a singular verb) 

gynaecological /.gamiko'lodsikO)!/ adj 
referring to gynaecology (NOTE: The US 
spelling is gynecological.) 
gynaecologist /.gami'kDlodsist/ noun a 
doctor who specialises in gynaecology 
(NOTE: The US spelling is gynecologist.) 
gynaecology /gaini'kDlod3i/ noun the 
study of female sex organs and the treatment 
of diseases of women in general (NOTE: The 
US spelling is gynecology.) 
gypsy /'d 3 ipsi/ noun 1. same as Romany 
( offensive ) 2. someone who travels a lot 
gyrate /d 3 ai'reit/ verb to turn round and 
round fast. Synonym rotate 
gyratory /d 3 ai'reit(o)ri/ adj which goes 
round in a circle 

gyratory system /d3ai'reit(9)ri .sistom/ 
noun an arrangement of roundabouts and 
one-way streets to take traffic round an area 
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H 


h /eitJV, H noun the eighth letter of the al¬ 
phabet, between G and I 
d) ha 1 /ha:/ interj an expression showing sur¬ 
prise O Ha! There’s a mistake on page one of 
the book! 

® ha 2 abbr hectare 

habeas corpus /.heibios 'koipos/ noun 
an order to release someone who is being 
held by the police without being charged, or 
to bring a prisoner to answer a charge in 
court 

haberdasher /'haebodaejo/ noun a person 
who sells things for sewing, such as buttons, 
needles, elastic, etc. {old) 
haberdashery /'hcebodcejori/ noun small 
articles for sewing, such as needles and 
thread, or the part of a department store that 
sells such items (NOTE: The US term is no¬ 
tions.) 

d> habit /'hsebit/ noun a regular way of act¬ 
ing O He has the habit of going to bed at 9 
o ’clock and reading until midnight. □ to de¬ 
velop or get into the habit of doing some¬ 
thing to start to do something regularly O 
He’s getting into the habit ofplaying football 
every week. □ to break the habit to stop do¬ 
ing something which you used to do regu¬ 
larly O I haven’t had a cigarette for six 
months -1 think I’ve broken the habit! □ pick 
up a bad or nasty habit to start to do some¬ 
thing regularly which is not nice O She has 
the bad habit of biting her nails. □ from 
force of habit because this is what you do 
normally O He switched off all the lights 
from force of habit. 

habitable /'hcebitob(3)l/ adj fit to live in. 
Synonym inhabitable 

habitat /'hsebitset/ noun a place where an 
animal or plant lives 

habitation /,haebi'teiJ(o)n/ noun a place 
where someone lives 

habitual /ho'bitjuol/ adj 1. usual o She 
was sitting in her habitual place at the bar. 2 . 
referring to someone who does something by 
habit O a habitual liar O a habitual offender 
habitually /ho'bitjuoli/ adv in the usual 
way 

hack /haek/ noun a badly paid journalist o A 
bunch of hacks followed her everywhere. ■ 
verb 1. to cut roughly o He hacked at the 


tree with an axe. 2. to enter a computer sys¬ 
tem illegally O He hacked into the bank’s 
computer. 

hacker /'hacks/ noun a person who enters a 
computer system illegally 
hackles /'haek(s)lz/ plural noun the hairs 
on the back of the neck O feel or make your 
hackles rise to begin to feel or to make you 
feel angry 

hackneyed /'hseknid/ adj used too often. 
Synonym trite 

hacksaw /'haskso:/ noun a saw for cutting 
metal 

had /sd, hod, haed/ 1 > have 
had better /hod 'bets/, ’d better phrase it 
would be a good thing if O You had better 
stay here instead of going to the hotel. O 
Hadn ’t you better answer the phone? 
haddock /'haedsk/ noun a white sea fish 
hadn’t /'haed(s)nt/ short form had not 
haemoglobin /.hfims'glsubin/ noun a 
protein in red blood cells which gives blood 
its red colour (NOTE: The US spelling is he¬ 
moglobin.) 

haemophilia /.hiims'filis/ noun a blood 
disorder usually of men that can lead to death 
from the smallest cut because the bleeding 
will not stop quickly enough (NOTE: The US 
spelling is hemophilia.) 
haemophiliac ^hiims'filiaek/ noun a per¬ 
son who has haemophilia (NOTE: The US 
spelling is hemophiliac.) 
haemorrhage /'hem(s)rid 3 / noun 1. 
bleeding where a large quantity of blood is 
lost, especially bleeding from a burst blood 
vessel O She had a haemorrhage and was 
rushed to hospital. O He died of a brain 
haemorrhage. 2. loss of money, members or 
other resources O We are trying to stem the 
haemorrhage of the company’s resources. ■ 
verb to lose a lot of blood o The injured man 
was haemorrhaging from the mouth. (NOTE: 
[all senses] The US spelling is hemor¬ 
rhage.) 

haemorrhoids /'hemsrsidz/ plural noun 
swollen veins near the anus. Also called 
piles (NOTE: The US spelling is hemor¬ 
rhoids.) 

hag /haeg/ noun an ugly old woman 
( offensive) 


haggard 

haggard /'haegod/ adj thin and tired 
haggis /'hasgis/ noun a Scottish dish, made 
of inner parts of a sheep cooked in a bag 
made from the sheep’s stomach 
haggle /'haeg(o)l/ verb to argue about 
prices and terms to try to reduce them. Syn¬ 
onym bargain (NOTE: You haggle with 
someone over something.) 
ha ha interj / ha: 'ha:/ 1. showing that you 
find something funny O Ha ha! What a funny 
hat! 2. showing that you find something sur¬ 
prising O Ha ha! I’ve caught you stealing 
from the cash box again! ■ noun /'ha: ha:/ a 
fence at the bottom of a ditch so as not to 
spoil the view of a landscape O The lawn in 
front of the house ends in a ha-ha. 
hail /heil/ noun 1. frozen rain o I thought 
the hail was going to break the windscreen. 
2. a mass of small missiles O There was a 
hail of bullets and the soldiers hid behind a 
wall. 3. a call □ within hail near enough to 
be called ■ verb 1. to fall as frozen rain o It 
hailed for ten minutes and then the sun came 
out. 2. to wave or call to make a taxi stop O 
He whistled to hail a taxi. 3. □ to hail from 
to come from (formal) o He hails from 
Montana. 

hailstone /'heilstoun/ noun a piece of 
frozen rain 

hailstorm /'heilstoim/ noun a storm dur¬ 
ing which hail falls 

® hair /heo/ noun 1. a mass of long fibres 
growing on your head O She has long brown 
hair or her hair is long and brown. O She al¬ 
ways brushes her hair before washing it. O 
You must get your hair cut. O He’s had his 
hair cut short. O Use some hair spray to keep 
your hair in place. □ keep your hair on! 
don’t get annoyed ( informal) □ to let your 
hair down to relax and enjoy yourself O 
When the exams are finished we ’re all going 
to let our hair down. 2. one of the long fibres 
growing on the body of a human or animal O 
Waiter, there’s a hair in my soup! O The cat 
has left hairs all over the cushion. O He’s be¬ 
ginning to get some grey hairs. □ to split 
hairs to try to find very small differences be¬ 
tween things when arguing O Stop splitting 
hairs, you know you ’re in the wrong. 
hairbrush /'heobrAj/ noun a stiff brush for 
brushing your hair (NOTE: The plural is hair¬ 
brushes.) 

@ haircut /'heokAt/ noun 1. the cutting of 
the hair on your head O You need a haircut. O 
He went to get a haircut. 2. a style of cutting 
hair O Have you seen his new haircut? 
hairdo /'heodu:/ noun a style of hair (infor¬ 
mal) (NOTE: usually referring to a woman’s 
hair) 

d> hairdresser /'heodreso/ noun a person 
who cuts and washes your hair 


half 

hairdressing /'heodresig/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of cutting and washing hair 
hair gel /'heo d 3 el/ noun a gel spread on 
hair to keep it tidy 

hair grip /'heo grip/ noun a small bent 
metal or plastic pin, used to keep the hair in 
place 

hairless /'heolos/ adj with no hairs on the 
head or other parts. Compare bald. Antonym 
hairy 

hairline /'heolain/ noun 1. the line where 
your hair meets your forehead O He’s very 
worried about his receding hairline. 2. a very 
thin line or crack O Hairline cracks appeared 
in the metal. 

hairnet /'heonet/ noun a net worn over 
your hair to keep it in place 
hairpiece /'heopi:s/ noun a piece of false 
hair 

hairpin /'heopin/ noun a piece of bent wire 
used to keep your hair in place. Also called 
grip (NOTE: The US term is bobby-pin.) 
hairpin bend /.heopin 'bend/ noun a 
sharp bend on a mountain road 
hair-raising /'heo .remr)/ adj frightening. 
Synonym terrifying 

hair’s breadth /'heoz bredB/ noun a very 
small distance 

hairstyle /'heostail/ noun a way of cutting 
and styling hair 

hair stylist /'heo .stailist/ noun a 
hairdresser 

hairy /'heori/ adj 1 . covered with hairs o a 
hairy dog O He’s got hairy arms. 2. frighten¬ 
ing and dangerous ( informal ) o Crossing the 
Alps in a snowstorm was the hairiest ride 
I’ve ever had. (NOTE: hairier - hairiest) 
hajj /haed 3 /, haj noun a pilgrimage made by 
Muslims to Mecca 

hake /heik/ noun a large white sea fish 
(NOTE: The plural is hake.) 
halal /ho'lad/ adj describes meat from ani¬ 
mals killed according to Islamic law ■ noun 
meat from an animal which has been killed 
according to Islamic law ■ verb to kill ani¬ 
mals for food according to Islamic law 
halcyon /'haelsion/ adj beautiful and happy 
(literary) 

hale /heil/ adj □ hale and hearty fit and 
well O My grandmother is still hale and 
hearty at the grand old age of 92. Synonym 
healthy. Antonym unhealthy 
(J) half /ha:f/ noun 1. one of two parts which 
are the same in size O She cut the orange in 
half. O One half of the apple fell on the car¬ 
pet. o Half of six is three. 2. (in sport) one of 
two parts of a match O Our team scored a 
goal in the first half. O We thought we were 
going to win, and then they scored in the fi¬ 
nal minutes of the second half. 3. (in rugby) a 
midfield player 4. a part of a financial year O 
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half-and-half 
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halo 


The sales in the first half were down on last 
year. 5. half a pint, especially of beer O An 
orange juice and two halves of bitter, please. 
6. a child’s ticket which costs half the price 
of an adult’s O one adult and two halves 
(NOTE: The plural is halves /ha:vz/) ■ adj 
divided into two equal parts ( informal ) □ half 
a bottle of wine half of a bottle of wine o We 
drank half a bottle of wine each. □ a half 
bottle of wine a small bottle of wine, con¬ 
taining half the amount of a normal bottle O 
He ordered his meal and a half bottle of Bor¬ 
deaux. ■ adv □ half as big only 50 per cent 
of the size O This book is half as big as that 
one. □ half as big again 50 per cent bigger 
half-and-half /,ha:f on 'ha:f/ adv in two 
equal quantities 

half an hour /,ha:f on 'auo/, a half hour 

noun 30 minutes 

half-back /'ha:f bask/ noun a defending 
player in football or rugby 
half-baked /half 'beikd/ adj not properly 
planned and therefore not practical 
half board /ha:f 'bold/ noun a rate for 
breakfast and dinner at a hotel, but not lunch 
half-brother /'ha:f ,brAdo/ noun a brother 
who has only one parent the same as another 
brother or sister 

half-day /'ha:f dei/ adj half the day; morn¬ 
ing or afternoon 

half-dollar /ha:f 'dolo/ noun US fifty 
cents 

© half-dozen /ha:f 'dAz(o)n/, half a 
dozen /,ha:f o 'dAz(o)n/ noun six 
half-hearted /,ha:f 'haitid/ adj not very 
enthusiastic. Antonym wholehearted 
© half-hour /,ha:f 'auo/ noun a period of 
thirty minutes 

half-hourly /,ha:f 'auoli/ adj, adv every 
thirty minutes O We have a half-hourly bus 
service to town. 

half-mast /ha:f 'maist/ noun □ flying at 
half-mast (of a flag) raised only half-way up 
the flagpole, as a mark of respect O On the 
day of the King’s death flags flew at 
half-mast on all public buildings. 
half measures /ha:f 'me 3 oz/ plural noun 
an plan or action which is begun but not 
completed 

© half past /,ha:f 'paist/ phrase 30 min¬ 
utes after an hour 

© half price /,ha:f 'prais/ noun, adj 50 per 
cent of the price 

half-price sale /,ha:f prais 'sell/ noun a 
sale of all goods at 50 per cent of the usual 
price 

half-sister /'half ,sisto/ noun a sister who 
has only one parent the same as another 
brother or sister 


© half-term /,ha:f 't3:m/ noun a short hol¬ 
iday in the middle of a school tenn. Compare 

midterm 

half-time /,ha:f 'taim/ noun a rest period 
in the middle of a game 
© halfway /.haif'wei/ adv in the middle o 
Come on, we ’re more than halfway there! O 
The post office is about halfway between the 
station and our house. □ to meet someone 
halfway, to go halfway to meet someone to 
compromise O I’ll meet you halfway: I write 
the report and you present it at the meeting. 
half-yearly /,ha:f 'jioli/ adj, adv every six 
months 

halibut /'hartibot/ noun a large flat white 
fish (NOTE: The plural is halibut.) 
halitosis /.hasli'tousis/ noun a condition 
where someone has bad-smelling breath 
© hall /ho:l/ noun 1. a room just inside the 
entrance to a house, where you can leave 
your coat O Don’t wait in the hall, come 
straight into the dining room. O She left her 
umbrella in the hall. 2. a large room for 
meetings O The children have their dinner in 
the school hall. 

hallmark /'hoilmaik/ noun 1 . a mark put 
on gold or silver items to show that the metal 
is of the correct quality O The hallmark on 
this old silver spoon has almost been worn 
away. 2. □ it bears the hallmark of it is 
characteristic of O The murder bore all the 
hallmarks of a serial killing. ■ verb to put a 
hallmark on a piece of gold or silver O The 
spoon was hallmarked in London in 1790. 

© hallo /ho'lou/ 1 ) hello 
hall of residence /,ho:l ov 'rezid(o)ns/ 
noun a building where students live at uni¬ 
versity or college 

hallowed /'haebud/ adj 1. made holy o 
The cemetery is hallowed ground. 2. very 
much respected ( humorous ) o She entered 
the hallowed gates of the school. 

Halloween /.haebu'iin/ noun 31st Octo¬ 
ber, the day before All Saints’ Day, when 
children sometimes dress up as frightening 
spirits, t Trick or Treat 
hallucinate /ho'luisineit/ verb to imagine 
seeing or hearing someone or something 
hallucination /ho.luisi'neiJXojn/ noun 
the belief that an imaginary scene or sound is 
really there 

hallway /'hoilwei/ noun a hall; a passage at 
the entrance to a house or flat. Synonym 

corridor 

halo /'heibu/ noun 1 . the ring of light 
round the head of a holy person in a painting 
O a painting of an archbishop with two 
saints, each with a golden halo 2. a ring 
round the moon or sun when seen through 
mist or in icy weather (NOTE: The plural is 
haloes.) 


halt 

@ halt /hoilt/ noun a complete stop. Syn¬ 
onym standstill □ to come to a halt to stop 
completely O The lorry came to a halt just 
before the wall □ to call a halt to something 

to make something stop O He tried to call a 
halt to arguments inside the party. □ to grind 
to a halt to stop working gradually O The 
whole plan ground to a halt for lack offunds. 

■ verb to stop O The cars halted when the 
traffic lights went red. O We are trying to 
halt experiments on live animals. Antonym 
start 

halter /'hoilto/ noun a rope put around an 
animal’s neck so that you can lead it 
halting /'hoiltii)/ adj not sure. Synonym 

hesitant 

halve /ha:v/ verb 1. to cut into two equal 
parts o She halved the cake. 2. to reduce by 
half O Because the town has no cash, its bud¬ 
get has been halved. 
d> halves /hcuvz/ 1 > half 
ham /haem/ noun 1. pork that has been pre¬ 
served using salt or smoke O She cut three 
slices of ham. O We had a ham and tomato 
salad. O She had a ham sandwich for lunch. 
2. a bad actor who uses too many gestures 
and speaks too loudly (dated) ■ verb □ to 
ham it up to act a piece badly on purpose (in¬ 
formal) 

d> hamburger /'hasmbaigo/ noun a piece 
of minced beef grilled and served in a toasted 
roll 

hamlet /'hasmlot/ noun a little village. Ant¬ 
onym city 

@ hammer /'hsemo/ noun a tool with a 
heavy head for knocking nails O She hit the 
nail hard with the hammer. □ to go under 
the hammer to be sold by auction o All his 
furniture went under the hammer last week. 

■ verb 1. to knock something into something 
with a hammer O It took him a few minutes to 
hammer the tent pegs into the ground. 2. to 
hit hard, as with a hammer O He hammered 
the table with his fist. O She hammered on the 
door with her stick. □ to hammer it into 
someone to try to make someone understand 
by repeating O They’re trying to hammer it 
into schoolchildren that drugs are danger¬ 
ous. 3. to beat someone in a competition (in¬ 
formal) 

hammering /'hasmorir)/ noun a heavy 
defeat 

hammer out /,haemor 'aut/ verb □ to 
hammer out an agreement to go through 
long and difficult discussions in order to 
reach agreement on something 
hammock /'hasmok/ noun a bed made 
from a piece of fabric hanging between two 
hooks 

hamper /'hasmpo/ noun a large basket o 
We packed the hamper with food for the pic¬ 
nic. ■ verb to get in the way o Lack of funds 


hand 

is hampering our development project. Syn¬ 
onym hinder. Antonym facilitate 
hamster /'hasmsto/ noun a small furry ani¬ 
mal, kept as a pet 

hamstring /'haemstrir)/ noun the group of 
tendons behind the knee, which connects the 
thigh muscle to the bones in the lower leg 
hamstrung /'haemstrArj/ adj not able to do 
what you want to 

(J) hand /hasnd/ noun 1 . the part of the body 
at the end of each arm, which you use for 
holding things O She was carrying a cup of 
tea in each hand. O She held out her hand, 
asking for money. □ to shake hands to hold 
someone’s hand to show you are pleased to 
meet them or to show that an agreement has 
been reached O The visitors shook hands and 
the meeting started. □ to shake hands on a 
deal to shake hands to show that a deal has 
been agreed □ to give or lend someone a 
hand with something to help with some¬ 
thing O Can you lend a hand with moving the 
furniture? O He gave me a hand with the 
washing up. □ the shop has changed hands 
the shop has a new owner □ they walked 
along hand in hand they walked holding 
each other by the hand 2. □ to be hand in 
glove with someone to be working closely 
with someone O We discovered he was hand 
in glove with our main rivals. □ to have your 
hands full to be very busy o With three little 
children to look after she has her hands full. 
□ hand over fist in large quantities O They 
were making money hand over fist, p wash 3. 
one of the two pieces on a clock which turn 
round and show the time. The minute hand 
is longer than the hour hand. 4. □ at hand 
near O The fire extinguisher is kept close at 
hand. □ by hand using your hands and tools, 
but not using large machines O He made the 
table by hand. □ in hand kept ready O We 
have a supply of extra paper in hand for 
emergencies. □ on hand ready O There’s a 
doctor on hand if accidents occur. □ on the 
one hand showing the first part of a compari¬ 
son □ on the other hand as the second part 
of a comparison; but O On the one hand he’s 
a good salesman, on the other hand he can’t 
work out discounts correctly. □ out of hand 
not controlled O Our expenses have got out 
of hand. 5. a worker O to take on ten more 
hands □ an old China hand a person who 
has had a lot of experience in doing business 
in China 6. the action of hitting your hands 
together O He did very well - give him a big 
hand, everyone. 7. cards which have been 
given to you as a player in a game O His 
hand contained three aces. ■ verb to pass 
something to someone O Can you hand me 
that box? O She handed me all her money. 
Synonym give □ you’ve got to hand it to 
him he has to be admired for (informal) o 
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You've got to hand it to her, she’s a great 
manager! 

® hand back /,hcend 'bask/ verb to give 
something back 

® handbag /'hasndbaeg/ noun a small bag 
which a woman carries to hold small things 
such as money or make-up (NOTE: The US 
term is purse or pocketbook.) 
hand baggage /'haend ,baegid 3 / noun 
small cases carried by passengers onto a 
plane. Also called hand luggage 
handball /'haendbml/ noun a game played 
with a large ball, which you have to hit only 
with your hands 

handbill /'haendbil/ noun a small piece of 
printed paper advertising something, given 
out by hand. Synonym leaflet 
handbook /'haendbuk/ noun a book which 
gives instructions on how to use or repair 
something. Synonym manual 
handbrake /'hcendbreik/ noun a lever in a 
vehicle which works the brakes 
handcart /'hasndkait/ noun a small vehi¬ 
cle which is pushed or pulled by hand 
handcrafted /'hsendkraiftid/ adj made in 
an artistic way by hand 
handcuff /'hasndkAf/ verb to attach with 
handcuffs. Synonym chain 
handcuffs /'haendkAfs/ plural noun two 
metal rings comiected by a chain, which are 
locked round the wrists of someone who is 
being arrested O He came out of the court 
house in handcuffs. (NOTE: plural; for one 
item, say ‘a pair of handcuffs’) 
hand down /,haend 'daun/ verb 1. to pass 
from one generation to a younger one O This 
is one of those folk tales which have been 
handed down over the centuries. O The house 
has been handed down from father to son 
since the sixteenth century. 2. to announce 
publicly O The judge handed down his 
verdict. 

@ handful /'hasndful/ noun 1. as much as 
you can hold in your hand O She paid with a 
handful of loose change. 2. a very few O 
Only a handful of people came to the wed¬ 
ding. 3. a difficult child o Their son is a bit 
of a handful. 

hand grenade /'hasnd gri.neid/ noun a 
small bomb usually thrown by hand 
handgun /'hasndgAn/ noun a small gun 
which is carried in the hand 
hand-held /.hamd 'held/ adjT haend held/ 
which can be held in the hand ■ noun a 
handheld computer 

(D handicap /'hasndikaep/ noun 1. a physi¬ 
cal or mental disability (dated) 2. something 
which puts you at a disadvantage O Not being 
able to drive is a handicap in this job. 3. a 
punishment given to a player to make it 
harder for him or her to win O He has a golf 
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handicap of 7. ■ verb to cause someone 
difficulty O She was handicapped by not be¬ 
ing able to speak Russian. (NOTE: handicap¬ 
ping - handicapped) 

@ handicapped /'hasndikaept/ adj not 
able to use part of the body or mind because 
of a permanent illness or injury O a school 
for handicapped children (NOTE: Many peo¬ 
ple avoid this term as it can cause offence 
and prefer to say disabled.) 
handicraft /'hasndikraift/ noun artistic 
work done by hand 

handily /'haendili/ adv 1. conveniently 2. 
in a skilful, clever way 
(D hand in /,haend 'in/ verb to give in 
something by hand □ he handed in his no¬ 
tice or resignation he resigned 
handiwork /'hasndiwsik/ noun work done 
or made by yourself 

(D handkerchief /'haerjkotjif/ noun a 
piece of cloth or thin paper for wiping your 
nose. Also called hanky (NOTE: The plural is 
handkerchiefs or handkerchieves.) 

(D handle /'haend(o)l/ noun 1. a part of 
something which you hold in your hand to 
carry or to use the object held o I turned the 
handle but the door didn’t open. O Be care¬ 
ful, the handle of the frying pan may be hot. 
O The handle has come off my suitcase. O He 
broke the handle off the cup. 2. □ to fly off 
the handle to become very angry ( informal ) 
O Stop telling him what to do or he ’ll fly off 
the handle. ■ verb 1 . to move by hand O Be 
careful when you handle the bottles of acid. 

2. to deal with something O His company 
handles most of the traffic through the port. 
O Leave it to me - I’ll handle it. 3. to sell or 
to trade in a type of service or product O We 
do not handle washing machines. 
handlebars /'ha2nd(9)lba:z/ plural noun a 
bar for steering a bicycle or motorcycle O 
The handlebars are too low, can you alter 
their height? 

handler /'haendlo/ noun same as trainer 
handling /'haendlig/ noun 1. the way in 
which a person deals with something O a sit¬ 
uation that needs careful handling 2. the way 
in which something can be controlled or used 

3. the act of touching or moving something 
with the hands O Handling this product with¬ 
out gloves is not recommended. 4. the act of 
dealing with something, or of managing 
someone 5. the transport and packaging of 
goods 6. the buying or selling of goods 
known to be stolen O convicted of handling 
stolen goods 

handling charge /'haendlig tja:d 3 / noun 
a charge made for dealing with something 
hand luggage /'hasnd ,lAgid 3 / noun 

same as hand baggage 
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handmade /'haendmeid/ adj made by 
hand, without using a machine 
hand out /.haend 'aut/ verb to distribute o 
Protesters were handing out leaflets at the 
station. Synonym dispense 
handout /'haendaut/ noun 1 . a gift such as 
clothes or money, given to poor people O The 
support group exists on handouts from the 
government. 2. a printed information sheet O 
You will all get handouts after the lecture. 

(D hand over /.haend 'ouvo/ verb to give 

something to someone O She handed over all 

the documents to the lawyers. Synonym give 

up. Antonym withhold 

handover /'haendouvo/ noun the passing 

of power to someone else 

handpicked /.haend'pikt/ adj carefully 

chosen. Synonym select 

handrail /'haendreil/ noun a bar which you 

hold on to for safety 

handset /'haendset/ noun the part of a tele¬ 
phone which you hold in your hand 
hands-free /haendz 'fri:/ adj able to be 
used or operated without the use of the hands 
handshake /'haendjeik/ noun the act of 
shaking hands when meeting someone 
handsome /'haens(o)m/ adj 1. good- 
looking O Her boyfriend is very handsome - 
I’m jealous! (NOTE: usually used of men 
rather than women) 2. large o We made a 
handsome profit on the deal. 
hands-on /,haendz 'on/ adj practical and 
done by yourself 

handstand /'haendstaend/ noun the posi¬ 
tion of holding yourself upright on your 
hands, upside down 

hand-to-hand /.haend to 'haend/ adj (of 
fighting) with soldiers very close to each 
other 

hand-to-mouth /.haend to 'mau0/ adv 
with only just enough money or food for 
what is necessary to live each day 
® handwriting /'haendraitig/ noun writ¬ 
ing done by hand 

handwritten /,haend'rit(o)n/ adj written 
by hand 

® handy /'haendi/ adj practical and useful □ 
to come in handy to be useful O The knife 
will come in handy when we are camping. 
handyman /'haendimaen/ noun someone 
who is skilled at doing small jobs such as 
repairs 

(D hang /haeg/ verb 1. to attach something to 
something so that it does not touch the 
ground O Hang your coat on the hook behind 
the door. O He hung his umbrella over the 
back of his chair. O We hung the painting in 
the hall. O The boys were hanging upside 
down from a tree. (NOTE: hanging - hung 
/hAg/) 2. to kill someone by tying a rope 
round their neck and hanging them off the 
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ground O He was sentenced to be hanged for 
murder. □ to hang yourself to commit sui¬ 
cide by hanging O He hanged himself in his 
prison cell. (NOTE: hanging - hanged) ■ 
noun □ to get the hang of something to un¬ 
derstand how something works ( informal ) o / 
don’t think I’ll ever get the hang of this soft¬ 
ware package. 

hang about /,haeg o'baut/ same as hang 
around 

hangar /'haego/ noun a large shed for keep¬ 
ing aircraft in (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

hanger.) 

® hang around /,hasp o'raund/ verb to 
wait in a certain place without doing any¬ 
thing much 

® hang back /.hasp 'bask/ verb to stay be¬ 
hind when others go on. Synonym hesitate 
® hang down /,haeg 'daun/ verb to hang 
in a long piece 

hanger /'haerjo/ noun a device for hanging 
things on 

hanger-on /.haegor 'on/ noun a person 
who stays near someone in the hope of get¬ 
ting something good O the president with his 
usual crowd of hangers-on Synonym fol¬ 
lower (NOTE: The plural is hangers-on.) 
hang-glider /'haer) .glaido/ noun 1. a large 
cloth wing stretched over a light frame, under 
which a person hangs, holding onto a bar 
which is used for steering 2. a person who 
flies a hang-glider 

hang-gliding /'haer) ,glaidig/ noun the 
sport of flying a hang-glider 
hanging /'haegig/ noun the act of killing 
someone by hanging O The hangings took 
place in front of the prison. 

® hang on /haeg 'Dn/ verb 1. to wait o If 
you hang on a few minutes you will be able to 
see her. 2. to think again O Hang on! Do you 
mean you’re not coming with us? 3. □ to 
hang on to something to hold something 
tight O Hang on to the ladder and don’t look 
down. 4. to keep O I’ve decided to hang on to 
my shares until the price goes up. 

® hang out /haeg 'aut/ verb 1. to hang 
things outside on a string O They hung out 
flags all around the square. O Mother’s 
hanging out her washing to dry. 2. to wait in 
a certain place without doing anything much 
(informal) o Teenagers like to hang out 
round the internet cafe. 
hangover /'haegouvo/ noun 1. an unpleas¬ 
ant feeling after having drunk too much alco¬ 
hol O Last night’s party was good but I’ve 
got a dreadful hangover this morning. 2. a 
thing which is left over from the past O This 
is a hangover from the old days when 
inns always provided stables for horses. 

® hang up /,haeg '\p/ verb 1. to put some¬ 
thing on a hanger or on a hook O Don’t leave 


383 


hardboard 


hang-up 

your jacket on the back of your chair, hang it 
up! 2. to stop a telephone conversation by 
putting the telephone back on its hook O 
When I asked him when he was going to pay, 
he hung up. 

hang-up /'haer) Ap/ noun a worry or anx¬ 
ious feeling ( informal ) i> hung up (NOTE: 
The plural is hang-ups.) 
hanker /'haegko/ verb to want something 
over a long time 

hanky-panky /.hasrjki 'paerjki/ noun 1. ac¬ 
tivity which is strange or suspicious 2. sexual 
behaviour 

Hanukkah /'hainoko/ noun a Jewish reli¬ 
gious festival in November or December 
haphazard /haep'haezod/ adj done without 
any plan. Synonym random. Antonym 
systematic 

haphazardly /haep'haszodli/ adv at ran¬ 
dom, without any plan 

hapless /'haeplos/ adj unlucky; unfortunate 
(literary). Antonym fortunate 
<D happen /'haepon/ verb 1. to take place o 
The accident happened at the traffic lights. O 
How did the accident happen? O Something 
happened to make all the buses late. O He’s 
late - something must have happened to him. 
2. □ what’s happened to his brother? what 
is his brother doing now? 3. to be somewhere 
by chance O The fire engine happened to be 
there when the fire started. O The shop hap¬ 
pened to be empty at the time. O We hap¬ 
pened to meet at the library. O Do you 
happen to have change for £10? □ it so hap¬ 
pens or happened that, as it happens, as it 
happened quite by chance O As it happens I 
have the car today and can give you a lift. O 
It so happened that my wife bumped into her 
at the supermarket. 

<D happening /'haep(o)mr)/ noun an event. 
Synonym occurrence 
happily /'haepili/ adv in a happy way 
happiness /'haepinos/ noun a feeling of 
being happy. Synonym contentment. Ant¬ 
onym sadness 

® happy /'haepi/ adj 1. (of people) very 
pleased o I’m happy to say we’re getting 
married next month. O I’m so happy to hear 
that you are better. O She’s very happy 
in her job. 2. (of events) pleasant o It was 
the happiest day of my life. O By a 
happy coincidence, we both like Dutch paint¬ 
ers and met at the exhibition. 3. □ to be 
happy to do something to do something 
very willingly O I’d be happy to lend you my 
car. □ to be happy with something to be 
satisfied with something O Are you happy 
with your new car? O No one is happy with 
the plans for the new town centre. (NOTE: 
happier - happiest) 


Happy Birthday /.hsepi 'b3:0dei/ interj a 
greeting said to someone on their birthday □ 
‘Happy Birthday to you!’ the first line of a 
song sung at a birthday party O We all sang 
‘Happy Birthday to you' and then she blew 
out the candles on her cake. 
happy-go-lucky /.haepi gou 'Lvki/ adj 
without any worries. Synonym carefree 
happy hour /'haepi auo/ noun a period 
when drinks are cheaper in a bar 
happy medium /.haepi 'miidiom/ noun 
an agreement that includes something for 
everyone 

harangue /ho'raer)/ noun a loud speech o 
I’m fed up listening to harangues from politi¬ 
cians. Synonym tirade ■ verb to make a 
loud speech to someone O The president ha¬ 
rangued the crowd for three hours. Synonym 
berate 

harass /'hasros, ho'raes/ verb to bother and 
worry someone. Synonym annoy 
harassed /'haerost/ adj bothered and 
worried 

harassment /'haerosmont, ho'raesmont/ 
noun pestering and worrying 
harbour /'haibo/ noun a place where boats 
can come and tie up O The yacht moved away 
from the harbour. O The ship came into har¬ 
bour last night. ■ verb 1. to protect someone, 
such as a criminal O He was arrested and 
charged with harbouring illegal immigrants. 
2. □ to harbour a grudge against someone 
to keep remembering a bad feeling about 
someone (NOTE: [all senses] The US spell¬ 
ing is harbor.) 

(D hard /hard/ adj 1. not soft o If you have 
back trouble, you ought to get a hard bed. O 
The ice cream is rock hard or hard as a rock. 
O The cake she made is so hard I can’t bite 
into it. 2. difficult O Today’s crossword is 
too hard - I can’t even begin to do it. O The 
exam was very hard, and most students 
failed. O She finds it hard to cope without 
any money. □ it’s hard to say it’s difficult to 
know (informal) o It’s hard to say if it’s go¬ 
ing to rain or not. 3. severe O There was a 
hard winter in 1962. □ hard lines!, hard 
luck! I’m sorry you didn’t win (informal) 4. 
□ he’s rather hard of hearing he’s quite 
deaf 5. (of water) containing calcium, which 
makes it difficult to wash with O The water 
in this area is vety hard. (NOTE: harder - 
hardest) ■ adv strongly o He hit the nail 
hard. O It’s snowing very hard. O They 
worked hard to finish the order on time. O 
She always tries hard. 

hardback /'haidbask/ noun a book bound 
in a stiff card. Compare paperback 
hardboard /'haidboid/ noun artificial 
board, made of little bits of wood mixed with 
glue and pressed together (NOTE: no plural) 
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hard-boiled /,ha:d 'boild/ adj 1. {of an 
egg) which has been boiled until the inside is 
solid O Do you prefer your egg hard-boiled 
or soft-boiled? 2. tough; not showing any 
emotion O She’s pretty hard-boiled, that sort 
of thing doesn’t bother her. 
hard copy noun /ha:d 'kDpi/ computer 
data which has been printed on paper ■ adj 
on paper 

hard core /'ha:d ko:/ noun 1 . pieces of 
brick and stones, used as the foundation for 
roads and buildings O They dug a hole and 
filled it with hard core. 2. a central group O 
Most of the guests left before eleven, but the 
hard core of drinkers stayed till two. (NOTE: 
[all senses] no plural) ■ adj referring to a 
central group O The hard-core members of 
the party were all for opposing the 
government. 

hardcover /'haidkAvo/ noun same as 

hardback 

hard currency /hard 'kAronsi/ noun the 
currency of a country with a strong economy, 
which can be changed into other currencies 
easily. Compare soft currency 
hard disk /ha:d 'disk/ noun a disk which 
is fixed inside a computer 
hard drug /ha:d 'drAg/ noun a strong drug 
such as heroin, which people become ad¬ 
dicted to 

harden /'ha:d(3)n/ verb 1 . to become hard 
O Leave the cement for a couple of days to 
harden. O Attitudes are hardening as the 
transport strike continues. 2. to make harder 
O We use specially hardened steel in the con¬ 
struction. 3. to make more experienced o a 
hardened criminal 

hardened /'haidond/ adj 1. which has 
been made harder or stronger 2. so experi¬ 
enced that something that most people would 
find unpleasant or difficult seems ordinary 
hard graft /ha:d 'graift/ noun hard work 
( informal) 

hard hat /ha:d 'hast/ noun same as safety 
helmet 

hard-headed /,ha:d 'hedid/ adj practical 
or sensible 

hard-hearted /,ha:d 'haitid/ adj cruel 
hard-hitting /,ha:d 'hitig/ adj very critical 
hard labour /hard 'leibo/ noun the former 
punishment of sending someone to prison to 
do hard work 

hard line /hard 'lain 1 noun □ to take a 
hard line to be severe; to follow the rules 
strictly O The courts are taking a hard line 
with football hooligans. 
hardline /'haidlain/ adj strict over policy. 
Synonym uncompromising 
hardliner /haid'laino/ noun a strict person 
who takes a hard line 


(D hardly /'haidli/ adv 1. almost not o Do 
you know her? - Hardly at all. O We hardly 
slept a wink last night. O She hardly eats any¬ 
thing at all. 2. □ hardly ever almost never o 
I hardly ever see her these days. O It hardly 
ever rains in September. 
hard-nosed /'hard nouzd/ adj tough; 
determined 

hard porn /ha:d 'po:n/ noun extremely in¬ 
decent pornographic material 
hard-pressed /,ha:d 'prest/ adj acting 
under a lot of pressure 

hard put /ha:d 'put/ adj in a difficult 
situation 

hard sell /hard 'sel/ noun aggressive 
selling 

hardship /'haidjip/ noun difficult condi¬ 
tions; suffering. Synonym adversity 
hard shoulder /haid 'Jouldo/ noun a hard 
strip along the edge of a motorway, used for 
stopping in an emergency 
(D hard up /,ha:d Ap/ adj with very little 
money {informal). Antonym well-off 
hardware /'haidweo/ noun tools and pans 
used in the home O I bought the paint in a 
hardware shop. 

hard-wired /ha:d 'waiod/ adj physically 
comiected to a computer system or network 
hard-won /'ha:d WAn/ adj achieved after a 
big effort 

hardwood /'haidwud/ noun 1 . a strong 
hard wood from trees such as oak or teak 2. a 
slow-growing tree, such as oak or teak, 
which produces a hard wood Compare 

softwood 

hardworking /,ha:d'w3:kir)/ adj who 
works hard 

hardy /'haidi/ adj able to survive in cold 
weather. Antonym frail 
hare /heo/ noun a wild mammal like a large 
rabbit O In the spring mountain hares lose 
their white winter coats. ■ verb □ to hare af¬ 
ter someone to run fast to try to catch some¬ 
one O He went haring down the road after 
the bus. 

harebrained /'heobreind/ adj not serious; 
not concentrating on essential things 
harem /'hairiim/ noun 1. a group of 
women who are the wives of the same man in 
some Muslim societies, especially in the past 
2. the part of a Muslim house where only 
women live 

hark /ha:k/ interj listen {dated) o Hark! 
Can you hear the bells? O to hark back to 

1. to go back to a subject talked about earlier 

2. to be similar to something that happened 
earlier 

harlot /'hailot/ noun a woman who has sex 
for money {dated) 

(D harm /haim/ noun damage done to peo¬ 
ple or animals O He didn’t mean to do any 
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harm or He meant no harm. O There’s no 
harm in having a little drink before you go to 
bed. □ to do more harm than good not to be 
helpful at all O Talking to him now about the 
project will do more harm than good. □ out 
of harm’s way in a safe place O Better keep 
that gun out of harm’s way. ■ verb to dam¬ 
age O Luckily, the little girl was not harmed. 
O The bad publicity has harmed our reputa¬ 
tion. Synonym hurt 

@ harmful /'ha:mf(9)l/ adj which causes 
damage. Antonym harmless 
(D harmless /'haimlos/ adj which does not 
hurt. Antonym harmful □ harmless fun 
jokes which are not supposed to harm anyone 
O We were just having a bit of harmless fun. 
harmonic /hal'mDnik/ adj referring to 
harmony 

harmonica /hai'moniko/ noun a 
mouth-organ; a small musical instrument 
which you play by blowing and sucking, and 
moving across your mouth to get different 
notes 

harmonics /hai'moniks/ plural noun frac¬ 
tions of tones which make up a musical tone 
harmonious /hai'mounios/ adj 1. which 
sound well together 2. which agree together; 
which go together O a harmonious discus¬ 
sion between the heads of state O She chose 
colours and fabrics to create a harmonious 
scheme of decoration for the room. 
harmoniously /hai'mouniosli/ adv in 
agreement 

harmonise /'haimonaiz/, harmonize 
verb 1. to make things similar; to standardise 
O to harmonise European VAT systems 2. to 
play notes which go with a main tune O He 
has taken the basic melody and harmonised it 
for the backing group. 3. to go well together 
O Make sure the colours of the curtains har¬ 
monise with the carpet. 
harmony /'haimoni/ noun 1. agreeable 
musical sounds O The group sang in har¬ 
mony. 2. agreeable colours, etc. O We are 
aiming to create a pleasant harmony in the 
decoration of the room. 3. a general peace O 
They want to live in harmony with their 
neighbours. 

harness /'harnis/ noun 1. straps used to 
hold a horse to a cart □ he is still in harness 
he is still working 2. straps used to attach 
something to a person O His parachute har¬ 
ness slipped and he fell to the ground. O 
Make sure that you buy a pushchair with a 
reliable baby harness. ■ verb 1. to attach a 
horse to a cart with straps 2. to use resources 
to make energy O to harness tidal power 
harp /ha:p/ noun a musical instrument 
shaped like a large triangle, played by the 
fingers plucking the strings O She plays the 
harp in the local orchestra. ■ verb □ to harp 
on about to keep on talking about ( informal) 


hasten 

O Do you have to keep harping on about the 
mistake I made? 

harpoon /hai'puin/ noun a long sharp 
weapon used to kill whales ■ verb to kill 
with a harpoon O They harpooned three 
whales. 

harpsichord /'haipsikoid/ noun a musi¬ 
cal instrument like an early form of the piano 
in which the strings are plucked, not hit 
harrowing /'haerouirj/ adj which causes 
mental pain. Synonym disturbing. Antonym 
relaxing 

harry /'haeri/ verb 1. to keep attacking. Syn¬ 
onym harass 2. to keep asking questions 
harsh /ha:J/ adj 1. severe; cruel o The 
prosecutor asked for a harsh sentence to fit 
the crime. 2. rough O He shouted in a harsh 
voice. (NOTE: harsher - harshest) 
harshly /'ha:Jli/ adv in a harsh way 
harvest /'haivist/ noun 1. picking crops o 
The corn harvest is in August. 2. ripe crops 
which have been picked O a bumper harvest 
of wheat ■ verb to pick crops o The corn will 
be ready to harvest next week. O They have 
started harvesting the grapes in the vineyard. 
Synonym reap. Antonym sow 
has /oz, hoz, hasz/ C> have 
has-been /'hasz bi:n/ noun a person no 
longer as well-known or important as before 
(informal) (NOTE: The plural is has-beens.) 
hash /haeJV noun 1. a dish prepared from 
chopped meat and vegetables 2. □ to make a 
hash of something to make a bad job of 
something ( informal) o He was supposed to 
be the expert, and then he made a hash of it. 
3. hashish 

hash browns /haej 'braunz/ plural noun 
US boiled potatoes, diced or mashed and 
fried till crisp and brown 
hashish /'hasj’ij/ noun a drug made from 
the hemp plant. Also called cannabis 
hasn’t /' haez(o)nt/ short for has not 
(D hassle /'ha 2 s(o)l/ ( informal ) noun irritat¬ 
ing trouble O It was quite a hassle getting 
tickets. O I got to the station early to avoid 
all the hassle with the luggage. Synonym 
bother ■ verb to bother someone o Her boss 
is always hassling her to work faster. Syn¬ 
onym harass 

haste /heist/ noun the speed of doing 
something ( formal) □ to make haste to hurry 
O The ships made haste to get into harbour 
before the storm came. 
hasten /'heis(9)n/ verb 1 . to go fast o The 
chief of police hastened into the room. 2. to 
do something fast O The government has 
hastened to deny the report in the paper. □ to 
hasten to add to add something as an expla¬ 
nation O ‘Someone must have left the keys on 
the table — and it wasn’t me, ’ she hastened 
to add. 3. to make something go faster o Sev- 


hastily 

eral weeks’ rest after your operation will 
hasten your recovery. 

hastily /'heistili/ adv carelessly and 
quickly 

hasty /'heisti/ adj carelessly fast. Synonym 
quick (NOTE: hastier - hastiest) 

(D hat /haet/ noun 1. a piece of clothing 
which you wear on your head O Take your 
hat off when you go into a church. O He’s 
bought a Russian fur hat for the winter. 2. □ 
keep it under your hat keep it secret (infor¬ 
mal) □ to be talking through your hat to be 
talking nonsense O That’s rubbish - you ’re 
talking through your hat. p pass round O to 
take your hat off to someone 1. to salute 
someone, by lifting your hat up a little 2. to 
say that you admire someone O She’s made a 
great success of her business -1 take my hat 
off to her. 

hatch /haetj/ noun an opening in the deck 
of a ship, or a cover for this opening O He 
opened the hatch and went down into the 
cabin. ■ verb 1. (of a baby bird) to break out 
of the egg O All the chicks hatched on the 
same day. □ don’t count your chickens be¬ 
fore they’re hatched don’t be too sure that 
everything will be all right O He’s a very 
cautious man, he never counts his chickens 
before they’re hatched. 2. to plan O They 
hatched a plot to kidnap the Prime Minister’s 
daughter. 

hatchback /'haetjbask/ noun a type of car 
where the back opens upwards as a door 
hatchet /'haetJit/ noun a small axe □ to 
bury the hatchet to make peace with some¬ 
one after an argument or fight (informal) o 
After years of quarrelling, the two brothers 
decided to bury the hatchet. 
hatchet man /'haetJit mam/ noun a man¬ 
ager whose job is to find ways of saving 
money in a business or company (informal) 

® hate /heit/ verb to dislike very much o I 
think she hates me, but I don’t know why. O I 
hate going to the dentist. Synonym detest ■ 
noun strong dislike O Cucumber sandwiches 
are one of my pet hates. Synonym hatred 
hateful /'heitf(o)l/ adj which makes people 
dislike it. Synonym vile. Antonym lovable 
hate mail /'heit meil/ noun letters show¬ 
ing that the writer hates someone 
hatred /'heitrid/ noun a great dislike. Syn¬ 
onym hate 

hatter /'haeto/ noun a person who makes 
hats 

hat trick /'haet trik/ noun a score of three 
goals or wins by the same person in a sport 
haughtily /'hoitili/ ac/vproudly 
haughtiness /'hoitinos/ noun being 
haughty. Synonym arrogance 


haven’t 

haughty /'hoiti/ adj extremely proud and 
unpleasant. Synonym supercilious (NOTE: 
haughtier - haughtiest) 

haul /ho:l/ noun 1. a large quantity of things 
which have been stolen O The burglars made 
off with their haul. 2. a distance travelled 
with difficulty O It’s a long haul up the hill. 
■ verb to pull with difficulty o They hauled 
the boat up onto the beach. O The police 
hauled the body out of the water. Synonym 
drag. Antonym shove 
haunch /hornJV noun the top part of the 
leg, especially of an animal □ to sit on your 
haunches to sit in a squatting position 
haunt /hoint/ noun a place which you visit 
frequently O I went back to some of my old 
haunts. O The pub is a favourite haunt of ac¬ 
tors. Synonym meeting place ■ verb (of 
ghosts) to visit frequently o The castle is 
supposed to be haunted by the ghost of a 
soldier. 

haunted /'hointid/ adj visited by ghosts 
haunting /'hointir)/ adj sad and wonderful. 
Synonym lingering 

haute couture /.out kui'tjuo/ noun the 
designing of expensive fashionable clothes 
for women 

(J) have /hov, ov, haev/ verb 1. to possess or 
own something O She has a lot of money. O 
They have a new green car. O She has long 
dark hair. O The house has no telephone. O 
Do you have a table for three, please? 2. to 
take, to eat, to play, etc. O Have you had any 
tea? O She has sugar in her coffee. O They 
had a meal of bread and cheese. O She had 
her breakfast in bed. O They had a game of 
tennis. O I had a long walk. 3. to cause some¬ 
thing to be done for you O I must have my 
hair cut. O She’s having the house painted. 4. 
used to form the past of verbs O Have they 
finished their work? O She has never been to 
Paris. O They had finished supper when we 
arrived. O I haven’t seen him for two days. O 
If she had asked me I would have said no. 5. 
used to introduce a wish that someone will 
enjoy something O Have a nice day! O Have 
a good trip! (NOTE: having - had) 
have got /hov 'got/ verb 1. to possess or 
own something O She’s got dark hair. O 
Have you got a table for three, please? O 
She's got a lot of money. O They’ve got a new 
green car. O The house hasn’t got a tele¬ 
phone. O They haven’t got enough to eat. 2. 
used to mean ‘must’ O Why have you got to 
go so early? O She’s got to learn to drive. 
haven /'heiv(o)n/ noun a safe port or safe 
place □ tax haven a country where taxes are 
low, encouraging financial companies to set 
up offices there O She put most of her money 
into an offshore tax haven. 
haven’t /'haev(9)nt/ short form have not 
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have on /,ha 2 v 'on/ verb 1 . to wear o What 
did she have on when she left the party? O / 
can’t answer the door - I’ve got nothing on. 
2. □ to have something on to have some¬ 
thing planned ( informal ) o I haven’t anything 
on tonight so I’ll be able to finish painting 
the bathroom. 

have out /,haev 'aut / verb □ to have a 
tooth out to get a tooth removed by a dentist 
haversack /'haevosaek/ noun a strong bag 
carried over your shoulder or on your back 
when walking (dated) t rucksack, 
backpack 

have to /'hsev tu:/, have got to /,haev 'got 
tu:/ verb used with other verbs to mean 
‘must’ O You have to go immediately or 
you ’ll miss the train. 

have to do with /,haev to 'du: wi0/, have 
got to do with /haev ,got to 'du: wi0/ verb 
to relate to something 

havoc /'haevok/ noun damage. Synonym 
chaos □ to play havoc with to ruin o The 

snow has played havoc with the train 
timetables. 

hawk /hoik/ noun 1. a large bird of prey o 
The hawk was hovering over the motorway. 
□ she has eyes like a hawk she notices ev¬ 
erything 2. a person who prefers military ac¬ 
tion to diplomacy O Curiously, it’s the 
military commanders who are the doves and 
the president and his advisers are the hawks. 
Antonym dove ■ verb to sell goods from 
door to door or in the street □ to hawk some¬ 
thing round to take an idea or a project to 
various companies to see if anyone will ac¬ 
cept it O He hawked his idea for a film round 
all the studios but no one wanted it. 
hawker /'hoiko/ noun a person who sells 
goods from place to place 
hawser /'hoizo/ noun a thick rope used on 
a ship. Synonym cable 
hawthorn /'ho:0o:n/ noun a bush found in 
hedgerows with little white flowers 
(D hay /hei / noun dried grass used to feed 
cattle □ to make hay while the sun shines to 
enjoy yourself while you can 
hayfever /'heifiivo/ noun an inflammation 
of the nose and eyes caused by an allergy to 
flowers, pollen, scent or dust 
haystack /' heist ask/ noun a construction 
made from piles of hay □ it’s like looking 
for a needle in a haystack it’s a hopeless 
task 

haywire /'heiwaio/ adj ( informal ) □ to go 
haywire to stop working properly O Every¬ 
thing ’s gone haywire. 

hazard /'haszod/ noun a dangerous situa¬ 
tion O Don’t leave those cardboard boxes in 
the passage - they ’re a fire hazard. Synonym 

danger. Antonym safeguard □ at hazard 

at risk ■ verb to risk □ to hazard a guess to 


risk making a guess O I wouldn’t hazard a 
guess at how many people will come to the 
concert. 

hazard lights /'haszod laits/ plural noun 
flashing lights which warn that there may be 
some danger 

hazardous /'haszodos/ adj risky or dan¬ 
gerous □ hazardous to health which can 
harm health O Environmentalists are con¬ 
vinced that the discharges are hazardous to 
the health of the local people. 
haze /heiz/ noun 1. mist, smoke or dust 
suspended in the atmosphere, reducing visi¬ 
bility 2. not being able to think or remember 
clearly O He was in a haze when he came 
round after the operation. ■ verb US to play 
jokes, especially on a new student O Hazing 
has become so extreme that it has had to be 
banned in some colleges. 
hazel /'heiz(9)l/ noun a small tree which 
produces small round nuts O The flowers of 
the hazel are called catkins. ■ adj, noun a 
light brownish-green colour O The little girl 
had beautiful hazel eyes. 
hazelnut /'heiz(o)lnAt/ noun a small 
brown round nut from the hazel tree 
hazy /'heizi/ adj 1. misty O It was too hazy 
for us to get a good view from the top of the 
cliff 2. vague O I have a hazy recollection of 
the party. O He reported the accident to the 
police but was very hazy about some of the 
details. (NOTE: hazier - haziest) 

(D he /i, hi:/ pron referring to a man or boy, 
and some animals O He’s my brother. O He 
and I met in Oxford Circus. O He’s eaten all 
my pudding. O Don’t be frightened of the dog 
- he won’t hurt you. t him, his (NOTE: When 
it is the object he becomes him: He hit the 
ball, but The ball hit him. When it follows the 
verb to be, he usually becomes him: Who’s 
that? - It’s him, the man who borrowed my 
knife.) 

(D head /hed/ noun 1. the top part of the 
body, which contains the eyes, nose, mouth 
and brain O He says he can relax by standing 
on his head. O She hit her head on the cup¬ 
board door. □ head over heels over and over 
O She rolled head over heels down the hill. □ 
to be head over heels in love to be very 
much in love O He’s head over heels in love 
with my sister. □ to shake your head to 
move your head from side to side to mean 
‘no’ O She asked him if he wanted any more 
coffee and he shook his head. □ head and 
shoulders above much better than ( informal) 
O She’s head and shoulders above all the 
others in the class. 2. a brain; intelligence O 
She has a good head for figures. O He tried 
to do the sum in his head. O If we all put our 
heads together we might come up with a so¬ 
lution. □ to take it into your head to do 
something to decide to do something sud- 
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denly O He took it into his head to join the 
army. 3. first place, top part O An old lady 
was standing at the head of the queue. O His 
name comes at the head of the list. 4. the 
most important person O She’s the head of 
the sales department. O The head waiter 
showed us to our table. 5. the top side of a 
coin, usually with the head of a person on it □ 
to play heads or tails to spin a coin to see 
which side comes down on top, and so decide 
something □ heads I win if the coin falls 
with the top side up, then I will win 6. one 
person, or one animal, when counting O She 
counted heads as the party got onto the 
coach. O There are fifty head of sheep in the 
flock. □ a head, per head for each person o 
The trip costs £25.00 a head or per head. 7. 
□ to come to a head to reach a crisis point o 
Things came to a head when all the family 
met to discuss grandfather’s will. 8. a part of 
a machine which records or picks up data, 
such as on a tape recorder or computer 9. a 
head teacher O He went into the head’s study. 
O The head was very annoyed by the boys’ 
behaviour. ■ verb 1. to be the first; to lead o 
He heads the list of prize-winners. 2. to go 
towards O She headed immediately for the 
manager’s office. O The car headed east 
along the motorway. O He’s heading towards 
the Channel ports. O She’s heading for trou¬ 
ble. 3. to be the manager or the most impor¬ 
tant person in something O He heads our 
research department. 4. (in football) to hit a 
ball with your head O He headed the ball into 
the goal. 

headache /'hedeik/ noun 1. a pain in your 
head, caused by changes in pressure in the 
blood vessels O I’ve got a bad headache. 2. a 
problem O The lack of resources in the edu¬ 
cation system is one of the government’s big¬ 
gest headaches. 

headboard /'hedboid/ noun a flat upright 
piece at the top end of a bed 
headcount /'hedkaunt/ noun the process 
of counting the people in a group one by one 
headed /'hedid/ adj 1. with a title o 
headed notepaper 2. with a particular kind of 
head or heads O a three-headed monster 3. 
with a particular colour or type of hair O a 
bald-headed man 4. with a particular charac¬ 
ter or ability O a level-headed young 
buinesswoman 

header /'hedo/ noun 1. the act of hitting a 
ball with your head O He scored with a 
header. 2. a dive O He took a header into the 
waves. 3. words or page numbers at the top 
of a page of a book or document. Compare 
footer 

head-first /,hed 'f3ist/ adv 1. with your 
head first O He tripped and fell head-first 
down the stairs. 2. hastily O Don’t rush 


head-on 

head-first into a deal with someone you 
hardly know. 

headgear /'hedgio/ noun something which 
is worn on the head 

headhunt /'hedhAnt/ verb □ to be 
headhunted to be approached by a head¬ 
hunter and offered a job with another com¬ 
pany O He was headhunted for the job at the 
German bank. 

headhunter /■ hedhAnt o/ noun a person or 
company that looks for top managers and of¬ 
fers them jobs in other companies 
heading /'hedip/ noun words at the top of 
a piece of text. i> subheading. Synonym 
title 

headlamp /'hedlaemp/ noun one of the 
main white lights on the front of a vehicle 
headland /'hedlond/ noun a piece of high 
land sticking into the sea. Synonym 

promontory 

(D headline /'hedlain/ noun words in large 
letters on the front page of a newspaper o 
Did you see the headlines about the acci¬ 
dent? O The newspaper headline says TAXES 
TO GO UP. 

headlong /'hedlop/ adj rushing o the 
headlong flight of the people of the villages 
in front of the advancing army ■ adv 1. rush¬ 
ing O The soldiers rushed headlong into the 
crowd. 2. with your head first O He fell head¬ 
long down the stairs. 

(D headmaster /hed'maisto/ noun a man 
who is in charge of a school 
headmistress /hed'mistros/ noun a 
woman who is in charge of a school (NOTE: 
The plural is headmistresses.) 
head off /,hed 'of/ verb 1. to prevent 
something from taking place O They offered 
the staff more pay in order to head off a 
strike. 2. to go away in a certain direction O 
They headed off into the jungle. 
head office /hed 'Dfis/ noun the main of¬ 
fice where the directors work and meet 
head of state /,hed ov 'steit/ noun a 
king, queen, or president who is the official 
leader of a state 

COMMENT: The head of state is not neces¬ 
sarily the head of the government. In the 
United Kingdom, the Queen is head of state 
and the Prime Minister is head of govern¬ 
ment. In the United States, the President 
combines both roles. Most monarchies, such 
as Spain or Denmark, split the function of 
head of state and head of government; 
some republics, like Germany, do the same. 

@ head-on /hed 'on/ adj, adv 1. with the 
front first; direct O We had a head-on con¬ 
frontation with the police. □ a head-on colli¬ 
sion a collision where two vehicles run into 
each other front to front 2. directly O He de¬ 
cided to meet the objections head-on. 


headphones 

headphones /'hedfounz/ plural noun 
equipment which you put on your ears to lis¬ 
ten to sounds privately (NOTE: plural; for one 
item, say ‘a pair of headphones’) 
headquarters /hed'kwoitoz/ noun a mili¬ 
tary commander’s base or the main offices of 
a company or organisation 
headrest /'hedrest/ noun a cushion on top 
of a car seat against which you can lean your 
head 

headroom /'hedruim/ noun the amount of 
space needed to be able to sit or walk upright 
headscarf /'hedskaif/ noun a square piece 
of cloth worn over the head and usually tied 
under the chin (NOTE: The plural is head- 
scarves.) 

headset /'hedset/ noun a set of head¬ 
phones for listening to something such as the 
telephone, the radio or a CD, which fits over 
your ears with a band across the top of your 
head, and sometimes has a microphone 
attached 

head start /hed 'stait/ noun □ to have a 
head start over someone to have an advan¬ 
tage over someone O They had a head start 
over some other companies because they had 
a local office. O His mother is Spanish, so 
that gave him a head start over the rest of the 
Spanish class. 

headstone /'hedstoun/ noun a piece of 
stone standing at the end of a grave with the 
name of the dead person written on it. Syn¬ 
onym gravestone, tombstone 
headstrong /'hedstrDg/ adj determined to 
do what you want. Antonym docile 
head teacher /hed 'tiitjo/ noun a man or 
woman who is in charge of a school 
head-to-head /,hed to 'hed/ adv, adj 
competing directly with someone or some¬ 
thing O a head-to-head contest O The winner 
of this game will go head-to-head with the 
reigning champion. 

head waiter /hed 'weito/ noun a person in 
charge of other waiters 
headway /'hedwei/ noun O make head¬ 
way 1 . to have some success in trying to 
achieve something 2. to move forwards in 
difficult conditions 

headwind /'hedwind/ noun a wind blow¬ 
ing towards you. Synonym breeze 
heady /'hedi/ adj strong and likely to affect 
your senses, such as making you drunk or ex¬ 
cited (NOTE: headier - headiest) 
heal /hill/ verb to mend; to become healthy 
again (NOTE: Do not confuse with heel.) 
healer /'hiilo/ noun a person who heals 
people, often by touching them with their 
hands 

healing /'hiilirj/ noun the action of making 
something or someone healthy O The healing 
of the sick is her vocation. ■ adj which 


hear 

makes something or someone better O the 
healing power of salt water O the healing 
process 

(D health /hel0/ noun 1. the fact of being 
well or being free from any illness O He has 
enjoyed the best of health for years. O 
Smoking is bad for your health. □ to pose a 
health risk to be bad for people’s health o 
Sewage flowing directly into the river poses a 
health risk to the population. 2. □ your 
health!, good health! a greeting said to 
someone when drinking 
health care /'hel0 keo/ noun the services 
which take care of people’s health, e.g. doc¬ 
tors and dentists 

health centre /'hel0 ,sento/ noun a build¬ 
ing with various doctors and specialists 
health club /'hel0 kL\b/ noun a club for 
people who want to improve their health, e.g. 
by taking exercise and dieting 
health farm /'hel0 fa:m/ noun a clinic in 
the country for people who want to improve 
their health and appearance, especially by 
taking exercise and by dieting 
health inspector /'hel0 in.spekto/ noun 
an official who inspects restaurants, etc. to 
see if they are clean 

health insurance /'hel0 injuorons/ 
noun insurance which pays the cost of medi¬ 
cal treatment if you are ill 
health service /'hel0 ,s3ivis/ noun an 
oganisation in a district or country which is 
in charge of providing health care to the 
public 

health visitor /'hel0 .vizito/ noun a nurse 
who visits people in their homes to check 
their health 

health warning /'hel0 ,wo:nig/ noun a 
warning that something may be bad for your 
health 

(D healthy /'hel0i/ adj 1. not ill o He’s 
healthier than he has ever been. 2. which 
makes you well O the healthiest place in 
England O She’s keeping to a healthy diet. 3. 
good or strong O He has a healthy appetite. O 
He has a healthy contempt for politicians. O 
The company's bank account is looking very 
healthy. (NOTE: healthier - healthiest) 
heap /hi:p/ noun 1. a pile O a heap of coal 
O Step over that heap of rubbish. 2. □ heaps 
of lots of ( informal ) o apple pie with heaps of 
cream O Don’t rush - we’ve heaps of time. ■ 
verb to pile things up O A pile of presents 
were heaped under the Christmas tree. O 
Boxes were heaped up on the station 
platform. 

heaped /hiipt/ adj piled full 
(D hear /hio/ verb 1. to notice sounds with 
your ears O He heard footsteps behind him. O 
You could hear the sound of church bells in 
the distance. O I heard her drive up in the 
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car. O Can you hear him singing in the bath? 
2. to listen to something O Did you hear the 
talk on the radio? O I heard it on the BBC 
news. 3. to get information O I hear he’s got 
a new job. O Have you heard that the man¬ 
ager has resigned? O We have not heard 
from them for some time. (NOTE: hearing - 
heard /h3id/) 
heard /h3id/1> hear 

© hearing /'hiorir)/ noun 1. the ability to 
hear O Bats have a very sharp sense of hear¬ 
ing. O She has hearing difficulties. (NOTE: no 
plural in this meaning) 2. a session of a court 
O The hearing is expected to last three days. 
hearing aid /'hiorig eid/ noun an electric 
device put in your ear to make you hear 
better 

hearing-impaired /.hiorir) im'peod/ adj 
not able to hear properly 
(D hear of /'hior dv/ verb 1. to know about 
something O I’ve heard of a new restaurant 
in the High Street. O She’s never heard of the 
Rolling Stones. 2. □ not to hear of it not to 
accept an offer ( formal ) o I said I would re¬ 
place the glass I broke, but she wouldn ’t hear 
of it. 

hearsay /'hissei/ noun what people say, 
rather than what is true. Antonym fact 
hearse /h3:s/ noun a vehicle for carrying a 
coffin 

G> heart /halt/ noun 1. a main organ in the 
body, which pumps blood around the body O 
She isn't dead - her heart’s still beating. O 
The doctor listened to his heart. O He has 
had heart trouble for years. 2. the centre of 
feelings O My heart sank when I realised that 
he hadn’t read my letter. □ with all my heart 
with all my love □ to know something by 
heart to know and remember something O / 
don’t know his phone number by heart, so I’ll 
just look it up for you. □ to learn something 
by heart to learn and remember something O 
She learnt the poem by heart. □ to lose heart 
to stop being interested in something O After 
all the delays she lost heart in the project. □ 
to take heart to be encouraged o He took 
heart at the news. □ don’t take it to heart 
don’t be too sad about it □ his heart isn’t in 
it he has lost interest in it □ to set your heart 
on something to want something very much 
O I have set my heart on buying a little sail¬ 
ing boat. 3. a centre or middle O The restau¬ 
rant is in the heart of the old town. 4. one of 
the red suits in a game of cards, shaped like a 
heart O My last two cards were the ten and 
the ace of hearts. (NOTE: The other red suit 
is diamonds; clubs and spades are the 
black suits.) 

heartache /'haiteik/ noun great sadness 
and worry. Synonym sorrow. Antonym joy 
(NOTE: no plural) 


(D heart attack /'ha:t o.taek/ noun a con¬ 
dition where the heart suffers from a reduced 
blood supply because an artery has become 
blocked 

heartbeat /'haitbiit/ noun a regular noise 
made by the heart as it pumps blood 
heartbreak /'haitbreik/ noun great sad¬ 
ness and worry. Synonym grief. Antonym 
joy (NOTE: no plural) 

heartbreaking /'haitbreikirj/ adj very 
sad and worrying. Antonym uplifting 
heartbroken /'hartbroukon/ adj very sad 
and upset 

heartburn /'ha:tb3:n/ noun indigestion 
causing a burning feeling in the stomach 
heart bypass /halt 'baipais/ noun an op¬ 
eration to help the blood flow freely in a per¬ 
son who has a blocked artery 
(D heart disease /'ha:t di,zi:z/ noun any 
disease affecting the heart 
hearten /'haitn/ verb to make someone 
feel more positive and cheerful. Synonym 
encourage. Antonym dishearten 
heartened /'haitond/ adj feeling more 
cheerful or encouraged 
heart failure /'ha:t .feiljo/ noun a danger¬ 
ous condition when the heart has stopped 
beating 

heartfelt /'haitfelt/ adj sincere 
hearth /ha:0/ noun a hole in the wall of a 
room where you can light a fire for heating 
heartily /'ha:tili/ adv 1 . with enthusiasm o 
Everyone ate heartily after the long walk. 2. 
completely O I’m heartily sick of listening to 
his complaints. 

heartland /'haitlaend/ noun a region 
where certain activities are concentrated. 
Antonym hinterland 

heartless /'haitlos/ adj cruel; not having 
any pity. Synonym callous. Antonym 
caring 

heartrending /'haitrendir)/ adj very sad 
and worrying. Synonym heartbreaking. 
Antonym uplifting 

heart-stopping /'ha:t .stopir)/ adj very 
frightening or shocking 
heartstrings /'haitstrirjz/ plural noun □ 
to tug at your heartstrings to make you feel 
sadness or sympathy 

heart-to-heart /,ha:t to 'ha:t/ adj serious 
and private O We had a heart-to-heart talk. 
Synonym frank ■ noun a serious private talk 
O I will have a heart-to-heart with him. 
heartwarming /'haitwoimir)/ adj which 
makes you feel happy 

hearty /'haiti/ adj big (note: heartier - 
heartiest) 

® heat /hi:t/ noun 1. the fact of being hot o 
The heat of the sun made the ice cream melt. 
O Cook the vegetables over a low heat. 2. 
one part of a sports competition O There are 
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two heats before the final race. ■ verb to 
make something hot O Can you heat the soup 
while I’m getting the table ready? O The 
room was heated by a small electric fire. O 
Heat the milk to room temperature. Antonym 
cool 

<D heated /'hiitid/ adj 1. made warm o The 
car has a heated rear window. □ a heated 
swimming pool a pool where the water is 
kept warm 2. angry O There was a heated 
discussion after the meeting. O The students 
became very heated during the debate. 

® heater /'hi:to/ noun a machine for heat¬ 
ing a room 

heath /hi:0/ noun an area of dry sandy acid 
soil with low plants such as heather and gorse 
growing on it 

heather /'hedo/ noun a low plant with 
mainly purple or pink flowers, common in 
hilly areas 

(D heating /'hiitig/ noun a way of wanning 
a place, e.g. a house or an office 
heatwave /'hiitweiv/ noun a period of 
very hot weather 

® heave /hi:v/ noun a strong hard pull o 
One more heave, and we should pull down 
the tree. ■ verb 1. to pull something hard o 
They heaved on the anchor to pull it up. □ 
heave ho! pull hard! ( said when pulling) o 
‘All together now, heave ho!’ □ to get the 
old heave-ho to be sacked from your job (in¬ 
formal) 2. to throw something O He heaved a 
brick through the window. 3. to breathe 
heavily O She heaved a sigh, and picked up 
the phone. O We all heaved a collective sigh 
of relief when he left. (NOTE: heaving - 
heaved) 4. □ to heave to (of a ship) to stop 
moving O The ship hove to and dropped an¬ 
chor in the bay. □ to heave into sight to ap¬ 
pear O The ship hove into sight round the 
headland. (NOTE: heaving - hove /houv/) 

® heaven /'hev(o)n/ noun 1. a beautiful 
place believed by some people to be where 
good people go after death o She believes 
that when she dies she will go to heaven. 2. □ 
the heavens the sky above □ the heavens 
opened it poured with rain □ good heavens 
an expression showing you are surprised O 
Good heavens! It’s almost 10 o’clock! □ for 
heaven’s sake an expression showing you 
are annoyed, or that something is important O 
What are you screaming for? — It’s only a lit¬ 
tle mouse, for heaven’s sake. O For heaven’s 
sake try to be quiet, we don’t want the guards 
to hear us! 

heavenly /'hev(o)nli/ adj 1. belonging to 
heaven O heavenly choirs of angels singing □ 
the heavenly host a group of angels 2. very 
nice (dated) O We had a heavenly holiday by 
the sea. O The food she served was simply 
heavenly. 


hectic 

heavenly body /,hev(o)nli 'bodi/ noun 
same as celestial body (old) 

® heavily /'hevili/ adv 1. as if you are 
heavy O He sat down heavily on the little 
chair. 2. to a great extent; very much O The 
company was heavily criticised in the press. 
O She is heavily in debt. O It rained heavily 
during the night. 3. □ to sleep heavily to 
sleep without waking 

(D heavy /'hevi/ adj 1. which weighs a lot o 
This suitcase is so heavy I can hardly lift it. O 
She’s heavier than I am. 2. □ to have a 
heavy meal to eat a meal which is filling and 
difficult to digest O Don’t go to bed just after 
you’ve had a heavy meal. 3. in large amounts 
O There has been a heavy demand for the 
book. O There was a heavy fall of snow dur¬ 
ing the night. O The radio says there is heavy 
traffic in the centre of town. □ to be a heavy 
smoker to smoke a lot of cigarettes □ to be a 
heavy drinker to drink a lot of alcohol □ to 
make heavy weather of something to make 
something you are doing more difficult and 
complicated to do than it needs to be O We 
asked him to sort out the invoices but he’s re¬ 
ally making heavy weather of it. (NOTE: 
heavier - heaviest) 

heavy-duty /,hevi 'djuiti/ adj made for 
rough work 

heavy goods vehicle /'hevi 'gudz 
1 vnkl/ noun a very large truck. Abbr HGV 
heavy-handed /,hevi 'hasndid/ adj not 
delicate 

heavy industry /,hevi 'indostri/ noun in¬ 
dustry which makes large products such as 
steel bars, ships or railway lines (NOTE: no 
plural) 

heavy metal /,hevi 'met(o)l/ noun 1. a 
type of loud music with electric guitars 2. a 
metal with a high atomic number, e.g. lead, 
mercury or zinc 

heavyweight /'heviweit/ noun 1. the 
largest and heaviest class of boxer O the 
heavyweight champion O a heavyweight title 
fight 2. a person who has a lot of influence O 
He’s the director of the National Theatre - a 
heavyweight in the theatre world. 

Hebrew /'hiibru:/ noun 1. the official lan¬ 
guage of Israel 2. a Jewish person who lived 
in Israel in ancient times 
heckle /'hek(o)l/ verb to call out and inter¬ 
rupt a public speaker. Synonym jeer. Ant¬ 
onym cheer 

heckler /'heklo/ noun a person who calls 
out and interrupts a public speaker 
d> hectare /'hekteo/ noun an area of land 
measuring 100 metres by 100 metres, i.e. 
10,000 square metres, or 2.47 acres (NOTE: 
usually written ha after figures: 2,500 ha) 
hectic /'hektik/ adj very active. Synonym 
frantic. Antonym calm 


he’d 
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he’d /id, hi:d/ short form he had, he would 
hedge /hed 3 / noun 1. a row of bushes 
planted and kept trimmed to form a screen 
round a field or garden O There is a thick yew 
hedge round the churchyard. 2. financial 
protection O a hedge against inflation ■ verb 

□ to hedge your bets to invest in several 
areas so as to be protected against loss in one 
of them 

hedgehog /'hed3hDg/ noun a small ani¬ 
mal with its back covered in spines 
hedgerow /'hed 3 rou/ noun a line of 
bushes forming a hedge round a field or 
along a country road 

hedonist /'hi:d(o)mst/ noun a person who 
only lives for pleasure. Antonym ascetic 
heed /hi:d/ noun □ to take heed of or pay 
heed to something to pay attention to some¬ 
thing ( formal) o The company would be wise 
to take heed of public opinion on this issue. O 
He paid no heed at all to what his doctor 
said. ■ verb to pay attention to something o 
She didn’t heed the doctor’s warning. Ant¬ 
onym ignore 

heedless /'hiidlos/ adj without paying at¬ 
tention. Synonym neglectful. Antonym 
careful 

heel /hill/ noun 1. the back part of the foot 
O After walking, she got a blister on her heel. 

□ she rolled head over heels down the hill 
she rolled over and over down the hill like a 
ball □ to take to your heels to run away o 
When they heard the police siren, they took 
to their heels and disappeared round the 
corner. □ hot on the heels of someone or 
something following immediately behind 
someone or something O With the police hot 
on his heels he fled to Argentina. □ to turn 
on your heel to turn suddenly and go in the 
opposite direction O She turned on her heel 
and walked out of the room. 2. the back part 
of a sock, stocking or shoe o He’s got a hole 
in the heel of his sock. O She always wears 
shoes with high heels or high-heeled shoes. ■ 
verb 1. to put a new heel on a shoe o I want 
these shoes soled and heeled, please. 2. □ to 
heel over (of a ship) to lean to one side 
hefty /'hefti/ adj 1 . strong o We need a cou¬ 
ple of hefty lads to move the table. 2. large O 
He had a hefty pay increase. O You ’ll pay a 
hefty fine if you get caught. (NOTE: heftier - 
heftiest) 

hegemony /hi'gemoni/ noun leadership 
or control by one state over others 
heifer /'hefo/ noun a young cow which has 
not had a calf 

(D height /halt/ noun 1. a measurement of 
how high something is O The height of the 
bridge is only three metres. □ he is of above 
average height he is taller than most men 2. 
the highest point O looking down on the city 
from the heights around O It is difficult to 


find hotel rooms at the height of the tourist 
season. □ I don’t like heights, I haven’t got 
a head for heights I get dizzy when I am 
high up 

heighten /'hait(9)n/ verb to increase 
heinous /'heinos/ adj very bad ( formal) 
heir /'eo/ noun 1. a man or woman who will 
inherit something from someone after that 
person’s death O He’s the heir to the banking 
fortune. O Her heirs divided the estate be¬ 
tween them. 2. □ the heir to the throne the 
man or woman who will be king or queen 
when the present king or queen dies 
heir apparent /ear o'pasront/ noun a per¬ 
son who will certainly inherit a title 
heiress noun a woman who will inherit 
something from someone after that person’s 
death (NOTE: The plural is heiresses.) 
heirloom /'eoluim/ noun a valuable object 
which has belonged to a family for a long 
time 

<D held /held/ 1 > hold 

helicopter /'helikDpto/ noun an aircraft 
which can rise straight up in the air, with a 
large horizontal propeller 
helipad /'helipaed/ noun a small area such 
as one marked on the roof of a building or the 
deck of a ship where helicopters can land or 
take off 

heliport /'heliport/ noun an airport for 
helicopters 

helium /'hiiliom/ noun a light inert gas, of¬ 
ten used in balloons 

hell /hel/ noun 1. a place where devils are 
thought to live, to which bad people are sent 
after they die O Medieval pictures show hell 
as a burning place with red devils pushing 
wicked people into the fires with pitchforks. 
(NOTE: Using expressions that include the 
word hell is offensive to some people.) 2. a 
very unpleasant place or experience O It’s 
hell working in the office these days. □ to 
give someone hell to treat someone very 
badly 3. used to emphasise what you are say¬ 
ing ( informal ) o What the hell’s been going 
on here? O Am I going to lend you £50? Am I 
hell! <> a hell of a, one hell of a 1. used to 
emphasise what you are saying ( informal) o 
The car’s making a hell of a noise. 2. a mar¬ 
vellous thing O That was one hell of a party 
last night! 

he’ll /il, hi:l/ short form he will 
hell-bent /'hel bent/ adj very determined 
to do something that may have an unfortu¬ 
nate result 

hellish /'helij/ adj very unpleasant (infor¬ 
mal) 

(D hello /ho'lou/ interj used as a greeting o 
She called hello from the other side of the 
street. O Hello, Mary! I’m glad to see you. O 
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When you see her, say hello to her from me. 
(NOTE: also spelt hallo, hullo) 
helm /helm/ noun 1. a wheel or bar with 
which a ship or boat is steered O He put the 
helm hard to starboard as soon as he saw the 
iceberg. 2. □ at the helm in charge □ to take 
the helm to take charge o Now that Julia has 
taken the helm there shouldn’t be any more 
public relations disasters. 
helmet /'helmit/ noun a solid hat used as a 
protection 

<D help /help/ noun 1. something which 
makes it easier for you to do something O 
She was washing the floor with the help of a 
big mop. O Do you need any help with mov¬ 
ing the furniture? O She finds the 
word-processor a great help in writing her 
book. O Her assistant is not much help in the 
office - he can’t type or drive. 2. the act of 
providing aid and assistance to someone O 
People were calling for help from the ruins of 
the house. O The nurses offered help to peo¬ 
ple injured in the accident. □ to go to some¬ 
one’s help to try to rescue someone o The 
rescue teams went to the help of the earth¬ 
quake victims. 3. financial assistance O The 
government provides help to deprived areas. 
4. a person who helps O She has a home help 
who comes in twice a week to do the house¬ 
work. ■ verb 1. to make it easier for someone 
to do something O He helped the old lady up 
the steps. O The government wants to help 
small businesses. O Your father can help you 
with your homework. O One of my friends 
helped me move the piano into the bedroom. 
2. □ to help yourself to something to steal 
something O She helped herself to my wallet. 
■ interj meaning that you are in difficulties o 
Help! help! Call the police! O Help! I can’t 
stop the car! 

help desk /'help desk/ noun a service 
which helps people with computer problems 
helper /'helpo/ noun a person who helps 
someone. Synonym assistant 
(g> helpful /'helpf(o)l/ adj useful or giving 
help to someone O She made some helpful 
suggestions. O They were very helpful when 
we moved house. 

helpfully /'helpf(o)li/ adv in a helpful way 
helpfulness /'helpf(o)lnos/ noun the ac¬ 
tivity of being helpful 

(3) helping /'helpig/ noun a portion of food 
O The helpings in this restaurant are very 
small. O Children’s helpings are not as large 
as those for adults. Synonym serving ■ adj 
which helps someone □ to give someone a 
helping hand to help someone with work O 
He gave me a helping hand with the 
cleaning. 

<D helpless /'helplos/ adj not able to do 
anything about a situation. Synonym 

powerless 


helplessness /'helplosnos/ noun the feel¬ 
ing of being unable to do anything about a 
situation 

helpline /'helplain/ noun a special phone 
number for people to call when they need 
help 

help out /.help 'aut/ verb to help someone 
in an emergency 

hem /hem/ noun the sewn edge of a piece of 
clothing, e.g. a skirt or dress, O She was 
wearing a long skirt, with the hem touching 
the floor. ■ verb 1. to make the hem of a 
piece of clothing, e.g. a skirt or dress O I’ve 
almost finished the skirt, it just needs to be 
hemmed. 2. □ to hem someone or some¬ 
thing in to surround someone or something 
closely O The house is hemmed in by big fac¬ 
tories. O The soldiers were hemmed in by 
guerrillas. 

hemisphere /'hemisfio/ noun half of a 
sphere 

hemp /hemp/ noun a plant used to make 
ropes and sacks 

hen /hen/ noun 1 . an adult female chicken o 
The hens were scared by the fox. O Look, one 
of the hens has laid an egg! 2. any female 
bird O a hen sparrow 

(D hence /hens/ adv 1. this being the reason 
for O He’s got flu, hence his not coming to 
work. 2. from now on O Five months hence, 
the situation should be better. 

henceforth /hens'foiG/, henceforward 

/hens'foiwod/ adv from now on 
henchman /'hentjmon/ noun a political 
assistant or bodyguard; a person who assists 
or protects an important person (NOTE: The 

plural is henchmen.) 

henna /'hens/ noun a red dye used to col¬ 
our hair 

hen night /'hen nait/, hen party /'hen 
,pa:ti/ noun a party for women only (NOTE: 
A party for men only, is a stag party or stag 
night.) 

henpecked /'henpekt/ adj (of a man) who 
is continually told what to do by his wife 
hepatitis /.hepo'taitis/ noun an infectious 
disease of the liver 

(D her /o, ho, h3i/ object pron referring to a 
female O There’s a parcel for her in recep¬ 
tion. O Did you see her? O He told her to go 
away. ■ adj belonging to a female, a ship or a 
country O Someone has stolen all her lug¬ 
gage. O Have you seen her father? O The dog 
doesn’t want to eat her food. O France is 
helping her businesses to sell more abroad. 
herald /'herald/ noun a person who brings 
a message O She is a herald of good tidings. 
O If the leaves fall early, that is a herald of 
cold weather to come. O Snowdrops are the 
herald of spring. ■ verb to be a sign of some¬ 
thing coming O dark clouds that herald 


heraldry 

stormy weather O The statistics seem to her¬ 
ald an end to the recession. 
heraldry /'hersldri/ noun the science of 
coats of arms 

herb /h3:b/ noun a plant used to give fla¬ 
vour to food, or as a medicine 
herbaceous /ho'beijos/ adj {of a flower¬ 
ing plant) which comes up every year, but 
does not have stems permanently above the 
ground 

herbaceous border /ho.beijos 'boida/ 
noun an area of herbaceous plants growing 
along the edge of a lawn 
herbal /'h3:b(o)l/ adj using herbs 
herbalist /'hsibolist/ noun a person who 
sells herbs as medicines 
herbicide /'h3:bisaid/ noun a chemical 
which kills plants, especially weeds 
herbivore /'h3:bivo:/ noun an animal 
which eats plants 

herbivorous /hai'bivarss/ adj {of an ani¬ 
mal) which eats plants 

herd /h3id/ noun a group of animals, espe¬ 
cially cattle O Herds of cattle were grazing 
on the hillside. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
heard. The word herd is usually used with 
cattle; for sheep, goats, and birds, the word 
to use is flock.) ■ verb to gather people or 
animals together into a group O The prison¬ 
ers were herded together into a yard. 

(D here /hio/ adv 1. in this place O I’ll sit 
here in the shade and wait for you. O Here 
are the keys you lost. O I’ll put the book 
down here next to your computer. O They 
have been living here in England for a long 
time. □ here you are take this O Here you 
are, today’s newspaper! 2. to this place O 
Come here at once! O Can you bring the 
chairs here, please? O Here comes the bus! 
3. □ here and there in various places O 
Weeds appeared here and there in the lawn. 
hereafter /hior'aifto/ adv from this time 
on; from this place on {formal) 
hereby /hio'bai/ adv used to emphasise 
what you are saying ( formal) 
hereditary /ho'redit(3)ri/ adj 1. passed 
from parent to child biologically 2. passed 
from parent to child as a legal right O a he¬ 
reditary title 

hereditary peer /h9,redit(9)ri 'pis/ noun 
a member of the nobility whose title will be 
inherited by a child or other relative 
heredity /hs'rediti/ noun the occurrence of 
physical or mental characteristics in children 
which are inherited from their parents 
heresy /'herssi/ noun a wrong opinion or 
belief, especially wrong religious belief. Syn¬ 
onym dissent (NOTE: The plural is 
heresies.) 

heretic /'herotik/ noun a person who holds 
wrong religious beliefs 


hers 

heretical /h9'retik(9)l/ adj referring to her¬ 
esy. Synonym unorthodox 
heritage /'heritid 3 / noun the national trea¬ 
sure passed from one generation to the next. 
Synonym inheritance 

heritage attraction /,heritid 3 9- 
'tr2ekj(3)n/, heritage museum /,heritid 3 
mjui'ziism/, heritage park /'heritid 3 
park/ noun a tourist facility which is based 
on a country’s historical or cultural 
background 

hermetic /h3:'metik/ adj which does not 
allow air to get in or out. Synonym airtight 
hermetically /h3:'metikli/ adv so as not 
to let air get in or out 

hermit /'h3:mit/ noun a person who 
chooses to live alone outside the community. 
Synonym recluse 

hermitage /'h3imitid3/ noun a place 
where a hermit lives 

hermit crab /'h3:mit kraeb/ noun a crab 
that lives in empty sea shells 
hernia /'h3ini9/ noun a medical condition 
in which an organ bulges through a hole or 
weakness in the wall which surrounds it 
(D hero /'hiarsu/ noun 1. a brave man o The 
hero of the fire was the firefighter who man¬ 
aged to rescue the children from an upstairs 
room. 2. the main male character in some¬ 
thing such as a book, play or film O The hero 
of the story is a little boy. Antonym villain 
(NOTE: The plural is heroes.) 
heroic /hi'rsuik/ adj like a hero. Synonym 
daring 

heroically /hi'rsuikli/ adv like a hero 
heroics /hi'rouiks/ plural noun very brave 
actions 

heroin /'herouin/ noun a strong addictive 
illegal drug made from poppies (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with heroine.) 
heroine /'herauin/ noun 1 . a brave woman 
O The heroine of the accident was a passing 
cyclist who pulled the children out of the 
burning car. 2. the main female character in 
something such as a book, play or film O The 
heroine of the film is a school teacher. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with heroin.) 
heroism /'her9Uiz(9)m/ noun bravery 
(NOTE: no plural) 

heron /'heron/ noun a tall, usually grey, 
water bird with a long neck and long legs 
herpes /'h3:pi:z/ noun a disease caused by 
a virus, which causes small blisters 
herring /'henr)/ noun a small silver sea fish 
O She had grilled herrings for dinner. (NOTE: 
The plural can be herrings or herring: a 
shoal of herring.) 

(J) hers /h3iz/ pron belonging to her O That 
watch is hers, not mine. □ she introduced 
me to a friend of hers she introduced me to 
one of her friends 
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® herself /s'self, ha'self/ pron referring to 
a female subject o The manageress wrote to 
me herself. O Did your sister enjoy herself? O 
She's too young to be able to dress herself. □ 
she lives all by herself she lives all alone □ 
she did it all by herself she did it with no 
one to help her O Now she’s eight, we let her 
go to the shops all by herself. 
hertz /Ii3:ts/ noun the standard unit of fre¬ 
quency of radio waves (NOTE: no plural) 

® he’s /iz, hi:z/ short form he has, he is 
hesitant /'hezit(o)nt/ adj hesitating; not 
decided yet. Synonym cautious 
hesitate /'heziteit/ verb to be slow to 
speak, because you are unable to decide o 
She’s hesitating about whether to accept the 
job. O He hesitated for a moment and then 
said 'no'. 

hesitation /,hezi'teij(3)n/ noun the act of 
waiting and not deciding 

heterogeneous ^hetsrau'dgimbs/ adj 
of varied sorts. Antonym homogeneous 
heterosexual /jietoroo'sckj'uol/ adj, 
noun attracted to people of the opposite sex 
heterosexuality /.hetorosekj'u'aeliti/ 
noun the fact of being heterosexual 
het up /,het Ap/ adj excited or nervous (in¬ 
formal). Synonym agitated. Antonym laid- 
back 

hew /hju:/ verb to chop something with an 
axe (literary) (NOTE: hewing - hewed - has 
hewn. Do not confuse with hue.) 
hexagon /'heksogon/ noun (in geometry) 
a shape with six sides 

hexagonal /hek'zaegsnl/ ady'with six sides 
hey /hei/ interj showing a greeting or sur¬ 
prise O Hey, you! What are you doing there? 
O Hey! That’s my chair! 
heyday /'heidei/ noun a time of greatest 
success, popularity or power. Synonym 
prime 

hey presto /hei prestoo/ adv words used 
by magicians when carrying out magic tricks 
® HGV abbr heavy goods vehicle 
hi /hai/ interj showing a greeting o Hi! I’m 
your tour leader. O Hi, Mary! How are you 
today? O Say hi to her from me. 
hiatus /hai'eitos/ noun a gap or interrup¬ 
tion. Synonym pause (NOTE: The plural is 
hiatuses.) 

hibernate /'haibsneit/ verb (of an animal) 
to sleep during the winter, either completely 
unconscious or semi-conscious 
hibernation /,haib3'neij(3)n/ noun the 
action of spending the winter asleep 
hick /hik/ noun a stupid person from the 
country ( informal insult) o Some hick came 
up and asked me the way. ■ adj backward 
(informal ) o He comes from some hick town. 
hickory /'hikori/ noun an American tree 
like a walnut 


® hid /hid/[> hide 

® hidden /'hid(o)n/ adj which cannot be 
seen O There’s a hidden safe in the wall be¬ 
hind his desk. O They say there’s some hid¬ 
den treasure in the castle, t hide. Synonym 
concealed 

hidden agenda /,hid(9)n agendo/ 
noun a secret reason for doing something 
which will be to your advantage 
(D hide /haid/ verb 1. to put something 
where no one can see or find it O She hid the 
presents in the kitchen. O They kept some 
gold coins hidden under the bed. O Someone 
has hidden my car keys. 2. to put yourself 
where no one can see or find you O They hid 
in the bushes until the police car had gone 
past. O Quick! Hide behind the door! (NOTE: 
hiding - hid /hid/ - has hidden /'hid(3)n/) 
■ noun 1. the thick skin of a large animal, 
treated to make leather O a real hide wallet O 
How many hides are needed to make that 
leather sofa? 2. a place where birdwatchers 
can sit to watch birds without being seen by 
them O Birdwatchers set up hides all round 
the lake. 

hide-and-seek /,haid on 'si:k/ noun a 
children’s game, in which one person hides 
and the others try to find him or her 
hide away /haid o'wei/ verb to go to a 
place where you can be away from other 
people 

hideaway /'haido.wei/ noun a place where 
you can stay away from other people 
hideous /'hidios/ adj very ugly 
hide-OUt /'haidaut/ noun a secret place 
where you cannot be found 
(D hiding /'haidir)/ noun 1. the action of 
putting yourself where no one can find you O 
He stayed in hiding for three days until the 
soldiers left the village. O They decided to go 
into hiding for a time until the police called 
off their search. 2. a beating O He ’ll get a 
hiding from his father when he’s caught. 
hiding place /'haidirj pleis/ noun a place 
where you can hide 

hierarchical /haio'ra:kik(3)l/ adj ar¬ 
ranged in ranks 

® hierarchy /'haioraiki/ noun 1. arrange¬ 
ment in ranks O There is a strict hierarchy in 
the army. 2. the people in the upper ranks of 
an organisation O The party hierarchy met to 
elect a new leader. O The church hierarchy 
has condemned the attack. 
hi-fi ^hai'fai/ noun 1. a very accurate repro¬ 
duction of sound by equipment such as a CD 
player and amplifier O The company is a 
leading manufacturer of hi-fi audio equip¬ 
ment. 2. a set of equipment for playing CDs 
or cassettes or for listening to the radio O He 
played the CD on his hi-fi. 


high 

G> high /hai/ adj 1. reaching far above other 
things O Everest is the highest mountain in 
the world. O The new building is 20 storeys 
high. O The kitchen has a high ceiling. O The 
door is not high enough to let us get the 
wardrobe into the bedroom. } height (NOTE: 
High is used with figures: The mountain is 
1000 metres high. High also refers to things 
that are a long way above the ground: a 
high mountain, high clouds. For people and 
thin things like trees use tall: a tall man.) 2 . 
large in quantity O the high level of unem¬ 
ployment in the country O He earns a high 
income. O High prices put customers off. O 
The car shakes when going at high speeds. O 
The price of petrol is higher every year. 3. 
important O She’s a high official in the minis¬ 
try. O He was quite high up in the police 
force when he retired. 4. (of meat) which has 
been kept until it is beginning to rot and has a 
strong flavour 5. □ high on drugs intoxi¬ 
cated by drugs (informal) o Some of the teen¬ 
agers were high on drugs when they were 
arrested. ■ adv above; up in the air o The 
sun rose high in the sky. O The bird flew 
higher and higher. (NOTE: higher - high¬ 
est) ■ noun 1. a high point □ sales have 
reached an all-time high sales are higher 
than they have ever been before 2. an area of 
high pressure in the atmosphere 3. a state of 
intoxication produced by a drug or by drink¬ 
ing alcohol 

highbrow /'haibrau/ adj with a high intel¬ 
lectual content. Antonym lowbrow 
high chair /hai 'tjeo/ noun a baby’s chair 
at a level with a table, sometimes with a tray 
in front of the baby 

high-class /,hai 'kla:s/ adj of very good 
quality 

High Commissioner /hai ko'miJXojno/ 
noun 1. an ambassador of a Commonwealth 
country O the Canadian High Commissioner 
in London 2. the top official of the United 
Nations O the High Commissioner for 
Refugees 

High Court /hai 'ko:t/ noun the main civil 
court in England and Wales 
Higher /'haio/ noun (in Scotland) an exam¬ 
ination in various subjects taken in fifth or 
sixth year at secondary school 
d> higher education /.haior edju- 
'keiJ(o)n/ noun education in universities and 
colleges 

high fidelity /,hai fi'deliti/ adj full form 

of hi-fi 

high five /hai 'faiv/ noun a greeting in 
which two people each raise an arm and slap 
palms 

high-flyer /hai 'flam/ noun a person who 
has great potential and ambition 
high-flying /,hai 'flanrj/ adj 1. which is 
flying high in the sky O High-flying aircraft 


highness 

leave trails of vapour. 2. who has great po¬ 
tential and ambition O a high-flying business 
executive 

high-grade /'hai greid/ adj of a very good 
quality 

high ground /'hai graund/ noun an area 
of ground which is higher than the rest □ the 
moral high ground a position where one 
side in an argument feels that they are right in 
principle O By attacking corruption, the 
prime minister has tried to occupy the moral 
high ground. 

high-handed /,hai 'haendid/ adj with no 
respect for other people or customs. Syn¬ 
onym bossy 

high heels /hai 'hiilz/ plural noun very 
high thin heels, on women’s shoes O You are 
not allowed to walk on the polished floor of 
the museum in high heels. 

Highland /'hailond/ adj from the Scottish 
Highlands 

highlander /'hailondo/ noun a person who 
comes from the Scottish Highlands 
Highland fling /.hailond 'flig/ noun a 
wild Scottish dance 

highlands /'haibndz/ plural noun a 
mountain region O the Malaysian Highlands 
O the Scottish Highlands. Antonym low¬ 
lands 

high-level /'hai ,lev(9)l/ adj important; 
composed of important people 
(D highlight /'hailait/ noun the most im¬ 
portant or interesting event O The highlight 
of our tour of Greece was our visit to the 
Parthenon. ■ verb 1. to draw attention to 
something O The report highlights various 
problems. 2 . to make part of a text stand out 
from the rest O The headings are highlighted 
in bold. O The report highlights various 
problems. 

<D highlighter /'hailaito/ noun a marker 
pen; a coloured felt pen used to highlight text 
highlights /'hailaits/ plural noun 1. a se¬ 
lection of the best parts of a sporting event 
which are repeated on TV O highlights of this 
afternoon’s game 2. streaks in your hair 
which have been dyed a pale colour 3. char¬ 
acters which stand out from the text on a 
screen by being brighter than the rest 
(D highly /'haili/ adv greatly o highly 
priced meals O The restaurant has been 
highly recommended. O Their employees are 
not very highly paid. □ he thinks highly of 
her he admires her very much 
high mass /hai 'maes/ noun a Roman 
Catholic mass with full ceremony 
highness /'hainos/ noun used as a form of 
address to a member of the royal family 
(NOTE: When speaking directly and formally 
to a member of the royal family, say Your 
Royal Highness. The plural highnesses is 
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high-pitched 

used to refer to several members of the 
royal family.) 

high-pitched /,hai 'pit/t/ adj making a 
shrill sound 

high point /' hai point/ noun the best 
moment 

high-powered /,hai 'pauod/ adj very 
powerful. Synonym successful 
high-profile /,hai 'proufail/ adj who is of¬ 
ten in the news 

high-ranking /,hai 'raerjkig/ adj with a 
high rank in an organisation 
high-rise /'hai raiz/ adj with many storeys 
high road /'hai roud/ noun a main road 
high school /'hai skuil/ noun 1 . a second¬ 
ary school for children aged from 11 to 18 2. 
US a secondary school, from grade 9 to grade 
12 O He’s in grade 10 ox tenth grade at high 
school. 

high season /hai 'si:z(o)n/ noun a period 
when there are lots of travellers and when 
fares are high, usually the period from July to 
September. Compare low season, off 
season 

high-speed /'hai spiid/ adj which runs or 
operates at a very high speed 
high-spirited /,hai 'spiritid/ adj lively. 
Antonym lethargic 

high spot /'hai spot/ noun the most enjoy¬ 
able part of an entertainment 
® high street /'hai striit/ noun the most 
important street in a village or town, where 
shops and banks are (NOTE: often written 
High St. The US term is Main Street.) 
high tea /hai 'ti:/ noun (in the North of 
England and Scotland) an early evening 
meal 

<S> high tech /,hai 'tek/ adj referring to 
high technology 

high technology /hai tek'nDlod 3 i/ noun 

advanced technology as used in industry, e.g. 

the use of electronics and robots 

high tide /hai taid/ noun the points when 

the level of the sea is at its highest or at its 

lowest. Antonym low tide 

high-up /'hai Ap/ noun an important person 

(informal). Synonym boss 

high water /hai 'woito/ noun a point when 

the level of the sea or of a river is at its 

highest 

high-water mark /hai 'woitomaik/ noun 
a line showing where the high tide reaches 
(D highway /'haiwei/ noun a main public 
road O A footbridge was built over the 
highway. 

Highway Code /'haiwei koud/ noun the 
rules for driving on the road 
hijack /'haid 3 £ek/ noun the act of taking 
control of a vehicle by force O The plane hi¬ 
jack was organised by a group of opponents 
to the government. ■ verb to take control of a 


hind legs 

vehicle by force O The bandits hijacked the 
lorry and killed the driver. O They hijacked 
an aircraft and ordered the pilot to fly to 
Moscow. 

hijacker /'haid 3 asko/ noun a person who 
hijacks a vehicle 

hijacking /'haidsaekig/ noun the act of 
taking control of a vehicle by force 
hike /haik/ noun 1. a vigorous walk o We 
went for a 10-mile hike in the mountains. 2. 
an increase o a price hike ■ verb 1 . to go for 
a vigorous walk O They were hiking in the 
Pyrenees when the accident happened. 2. to 
increase prices O Petrol companies have 
hiked up their prices. 

hiker /'haiko/ noun a person who goes for 
long walks in the country for pleasure. Syn¬ 
onym walker 

hiking /'haikig/ noun the practice of going 
for long walks for pleasure 
hilarious /hi'leorios/ adj very funny 
hilarity /hi'laeriti/ noun laughter and jok¬ 
ing. Synonym amusement 
© hill /hil/ noun a piece of high land, but 
lower than a mountain (informal) o The hills 
are covered with spring flowers. O If you 
climb to the top of the hill you will get a good 
view of the valley. 

hillside /'hilsaid/ noun the sloping side of 
a hill 

hilltop /'hiltDp/ noun the top of a hill. Syn¬ 
onym summit 

hilly /'hili/ adj with many hills (NOTE: hill- 
ier - hilliest) 

hilt /hilt/ noun 1 . a sword handle o He stood 
for the photograph with his hand on the hilt 
of his sword. 2. □ to the hilt completely or 
totally O We ’re backing him to the hilt. O The 
company is up to the hilt in debt. 

® him /im, him/ object pron referring to a 
male O Tell him there’s a letter waiting for 
him. O Have you spoken to him today? O 
That’s him! — The man with the beard. 

(D himself /im'self, him'self/ pron refer¬ 
ring to a male subject o I was served by the 
manager himself. O The doctor has got flu 
himself. O Did your brother enjoy himself? □ 
he lives all by himself he lives all alone □ he 
did it all by himself he did it with no one to 
help him O Now he’s eight, we let him go to 
the shops all by himself. 
hind /haind/ adj referring to the back part of 
a four-legged animal. Antonym fore ■ noun 
a female deer O Hinds are very protective of 
their fawns. Also called doe 
hinder /'hindo/ verb to make it difficult to 
do something. Synonym hold back. Ant¬ 
onym facilitate 

hind legs /haind 'legz/ plural noun the 
back legs of an animal 


hindquarters 

hindquarters /'haindkwoitoz/ plural 
noun the back part of a four-legged animal. 
Synonym back. Antonym front 
hindrance /'hindrons/ noun something 
which hinders □ without let or hindrance 
without any obstacle O The police have or¬ 
ders to let anyone through without let or 
hindrance. 

hindsight /'haindsait/ noun the act of 
realising something too late, after it has hap¬ 
pened. Antonym foresight □ with (the ben¬ 
efit of) hindsight knowing what we know 
now O With the benefit of hindsight, I see 
now that we made a disastrous decision. 
Hindu /.hin'du:/ adj referring to Hinduism 
O We visited the new Hindu temple in North 
London. ■ noun a person who follows Hin¬ 
duism O The Hindus worship several gods, t 
Diwali 

Hinduism /'hinduiz(9)m/ noun the main 
religion of India, in which people worship 
several gods 

hinge /hind 3 / noun a piece of metal used to 
hold something, e.g. a door, window or lid, 
so that it can swing open and shut O That 
hinge squeaks and needs some oil. O They 
lifted the door off its hinges. ■ verb □ to 
hinge on something to depend on something 
O Everything hinges on her being free on 
Friday evening. 

hinged /hind 3 d/ adj attached with hinges 
hint /hint/ noun 1. a hidden suggestion or 
clue O He didn’t give a hint as to where he 
was going on holiday. OI don’t know what to 
give her for her birthday - have you any 
hints? □ to drop a hint to make a suggestion 
O She’s been dropping hints about what she 
wants for her birthday. □ to take a hint to 
accept a suggestion O He took the hint and 
offered to pay for the lamp he broke. 2. a 
very small quantity O There’s just a hint of 
garlic in the soup. 3. a piece of advice O She 
gave me some useful hints about painting fur¬ 
niture. ■ verb to say something in a way that 
makes people guess what you mean O She 
hinted that her sister was pregnant. Syn¬ 
onym suggest 

hinterland /'hintolaend/ noun an area in¬ 
land from a sea port or around a large town. 
Synonym vicinity. Antonym heartland 
hip /hip/ noun 1 . the part of the body at the 
top of your thighs O The tailor measured him 
round the hips. 2. the joint where the thigh 
bone pivots at the top of the leg ■ adj very 
up-to-date and fashionable (slang) o That’s a 
very hip shirt she’s wearing. 
hip hop /'hip hop/ noun a kind of popular 
culture which started among Afri¬ 
can-Americans and which involves rap and 
graffiti art 

hippo /'hipou/ noun same as hippopota¬ 
mus (NOTE: The plural is hippos.) 


historic 

hip pocket /hip 'pokit/ noun a pocket at 
the back of a pair of trousers 
hippopotamus /hips'pDtomos/ noun a 
large heavy African animal which spends 
most of its time submerged in water, but 
comes onto dry land to graze (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is hippopotamuses or hippopotami 
/hips'pDtsmai/.) 

hipsters /'hipstoz/ plural noun trousers 
which only reach to the hips and not the waist 
(D hire /'hais/ noun 1. the act of paying 
money to rent something., e.g. a car, boat or 
piece of equipment, for a period of time. □ 
boat or cycle or car hire the practice of 
lending boats, cycles or cars to people for 
money 2. □ ‘for hire’ a sign on a taxi show¬ 
ing it is empty and available for hire ■ verb 

1. □ to hire out (of an owner) to allow other 
people to take something and use it in return 
for a fee O He hires out boats on the river. 2. 
(of a borrower) to pay money to use some¬ 
thing for a time O She hired a car for the 
weekend. O He was driving a hired car when 
the accident happened. 3. to employ some¬ 
one to work for you O We’ve hired three 
more sales assistants. O They hired a small 
company to paint their offices. 

hire car /'haio kai/ noun a car which has 
been hired 

(D hire purchase /,haio 'p3itjis/ noun a 
system of buying something by paying a sum 
regularly each month. Abbr HP 
(J) his /iz, hiz/ adj belonging to him o He’s 
lost all his money. O Have you met his 
mother? O Our dog wants his food. ■ pron 
belonging to him O That watch is his, not 
mine. □ he introduced me to a friend of his 
he introduced me to one of his friends 
(D Hispanic /hi'spaenik/ adj referring to 
countries where Spanish is spoken, especially 
South American countries O Hispanic com¬ 
munities in the southern States ■ noun a per¬ 
son whose native language is Spanish, 
especially one living in the United States O 
Hispanics form an important community in 
Florida. 

(D hiss /his/ noun 1. a whistling sound like 
an ‘s’ O We could hear the hiss of escaping 
gas. 2. saying ‘s’ to show you disapprove O 
He left the stage to hisses from the audience. 
O The wicked pirate’s appearance was 
greeted with boos and hisses. (NOTE: The 
plural is hisses.) ■ verb 1 . to make a hissing 
sound O The snake hissed as we came nearer. 

2. to show disapproval of someone or some¬ 
thing by making an ‘s’ sound O The audience 
began to hiss. O She was hissed off the stage. 
(D historian /hi'stoirion/ noun a person 
who studies or writes history 

<D historic /hi'stDrik/ adj famous in history 
(NOTE: can be preceded by an in formal 
style: It is an historic day for the town.) 
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(D historical /hi'stDrik(o)l/ adj referring to 
history O He likes books of historical inter¬ 
est. Synonym past. Antonym modern 
historically /hi'stDrikli/ adv from a his¬ 
torical point of view; as happened in the past 
<D history /'hist(o)ri/ noun 1. the study of 
the past O He is studying Greek history. O 
She failed her history exam. O She teaches 
history at London University. 2. a book 
which tells the story of what happened in the 
past O He wrote a history of the French 
Revolution. 

® hit /hit/ verb 1. to knock something or 
someone O The car hit the tree. O She hit him 
on the head with a bottle. O She hit the ball 
so hard that we can’t find it. O I hit my head 
on the cupboard door. □ to hit the town to 
go and have a night out (informal ) o Come 
on, let’s hit the town. 2. to damage someone 
or something; to affect someone or some¬ 
thing badly O The company has been hit by 
the recession. 3. to cause someone to realise 
something O It suddenly hit her that now she 
was divorced she would have to live alone. □ 
to hit on an idea to get a good idea o We hit 
on the idea of taking him to a concert as a 
birthday present 4. to reach a figure or target 
O Our sales hit a record high last month. O 
New cases of asthma hit two thousand last 
week. (NOTE: hitting - hit) ■ noun 1. some¬ 
one or something that is very popular, e.g. a 
song, film or performer O The song rapidly 
became a hit. O The play was a West End hit. 
O She was a hit with the old people’s club. 2. 
a blow or knock o Just one more hit on the 
nail and that will be enough. 3. the action of 
visiting a site on the Internet O How many 
hits did we have on our website last week? 
hit-and-miss /.hit on 'mis/ adj not care¬ 
fully prepared; not properly planned. Syn¬ 
onym haphazard 

hit-and-run /,hit on 'rAn/ noun an acci¬ 
dent in which a driver knocks someone down 
and does not stop to give help 
hit-and-run driver /.hit on rAn 'draivo/ 
noun a driver who knocks someone down 
and does not stop to give help 
(D hit back /.hit 'bask/ verb 1. to hit some¬ 
one who has hit you O The muggers hit him 
so hard that he collapsed before he could hit 
them back. 2. to do something as a reaction to 
something O When the supermarket chain 
lowered their prices, the other chains hit 
back by lowering prices too. O He hit back at 
the inspectors, saying that their report was 
biased. 

hitch /hitJ/ noun an unexpected temporary 
problem O There’s a hitch, and the wedding 
has been postponed. □ without a hitch with 
no trouble or problems O The party went off 
without a hitch. Synonym snag ■ verb 1 . □ 
to hitch something up to pull something up 


O He hitched up his trousers. 2. to attach one 
thing to another O The caravan was hitched 
to the car. 

hitch-hike /'hitJhaik/ verb to stand by the 
road and signal to passing drivers, showing 
that you want a free ride to a place 
hitch-hiker /'hitjhaika/ noun a person 
who hitch-hikes 

hitherto /.hifis'tu:/ adv until now ( formal) 
hit list /'hit list/ noun a list of people who 
deserve to be punished (informal) 
hit man /'hit macn/ noun a person em¬ 
ployed to kill or to hurt someone. Synonym 
assassin (NOTE: The plural is hit men.) 
hit off /.hit 'Df/ verb □ to hit it off with 
someone to get on well with someone (infor¬ 
mal) 

hit-or-miss /.hit o: 'mis/ adj same as 

hit-and-miss 

hit out at /.hit 'aut act/ verb to criticise 
someone or something fiercely 
hit squad /'hit skwDd/ noun a group of 
gunmen who are ordered to kill people 
(slang). Synonym task force 
hitter /'hits/ noun a person who hits a ball 
hard when playing a sport such as cricket 
HIV /.eitj ai ' vi:/ noun the virus which 
causes AIDS. Full form human immunode¬ 
ficiency virus 

hive /haiv/ noun 1 . a box for bees to make a 
nest in, which makes it easier for the 
beekeeper to gather the honey o Take the 
honeycomb carefully out of the hive. O The 
beekeeper opened one of the hives and took 
out a honeycomb. 2. □ to be a hive of activ¬ 
ity to be a place where people come and go, 
or where people are very busy O The school 
was a hive of activity on Prize Day. ■ verb □ 
to hive something off to split off part of a 
large company to form a smaller company O 
The new managing director hived off the re¬ 
tail sections of the company. 
hives /haivz/ plural noun a skin disorder 
which causes white, pink or red patches 
which itch or sting 

HIV positive /,eitj ai ,vi: 'pozitiv/ adj 
having the HIV virus 
hiya /'haio/ interj showing a greeting 
hm /ml, hmm interj showing a pause while 
the speaker thinks about something 
HM abbr 1 . Her Majesty 2. His Majesty 
hoard /hold/ noun a store of something, 
e.g. food or money, which has been collected 
O They discovered a hoard of gold coins in 
the field. ■ verb to buy and store supplies in 
case of need O Squirrels hoard nuts for the 
winter. O Everyone has started hoarding fuel 
in case supplies run out. Synonym save. 
Antonym throw away (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with horde.) 


hoarding 

hoarding /'hoidii]/ noun 1 . the act of buy¬ 
ing stocks of something, e.g. food or money, 
in case supply may be difficult 2. a fence 
made of rough planks, used to close a build¬ 
ing site temporarily 3. a large advertising 
board in a street 

hoarfrost /'hoifrost/ noun a white frost, 
which covers things 

hoarse /hois/ adj (of a voice) which sounds 
rough (NOTE: Do not confuse with horse.) 
hoary /'hoiri/ adj very old □ a hoary old 
chestnut or joke an old joke that everyone 
knows 

hoax /houks/ noun a trick played on some¬ 
one as a joke or to annoy him or her O The 
police and fire brigade arrived but the bomb 
was just a hoax. O The ambulance answered 
a hoax telephone call. (NOTE: The plural is 
hoaxes.) ■ verb to trick someone as a joke o 
He hoaxed the inhabitants of the village into 
thinking he was a famous scientist. Synonym 
deceive 

hob /hob/ noun 1 . a flat top on a cooker o 
Our new cooker has a ceramic hob. O Do not 
use abrasive cleaner on the hob. 2. a metal 
stand by a fire O Put the kettle on the hob. 
hobble /'hDb(9)l/ verb 1 . to walk with dif¬ 
ficulty O He hobbled into the room on 
crutches. 2. to attach a horse’s legs together 
O The horses were hobbled so that they 
couldn’t run away. 3. □ to be hobbled by 
something to be prevented from doing your 
job by something O Companies cannot ex¬ 
pand and are hobbled by government 
regulations. 

(D hobby /'hobi/ noun a favourite thing 
which you do in your spare time. Synonym 
pastime (NOTE: The plural is hobbies.) 
hobo /'houbou/ noun US a tramp; a person 
who wanders from place to place doing odd 
jobs, but with nowhere permanent to live 
(NOTE: The plural is hoboes.) 
hock /hok/ noun 1 . the lower part of a pig’s 
leg, used as food O We had boiled hock for 
dinner 2. any white wine from the Rhine val¬ 
ley in Germany O We opened a bottle of 
hock. 3. □ in hock to someone in debt to or 
owing money to someone ( informal) o The 
company is in hock to the banks. ■ verb to 
pawn something ( informal) o I was so des¬ 
perate that I hocked my watch. Synonym 
pawn 

hockey /'hoki/ noun a team game played 
on grass, where you try to hit a small ball into 
your opponents’ goal using a long stick 
which is curved at the end O He played in the 
hockey team at school. (NOTE: The US term 
is field hockey.) 

hodgepodge /'hDd 3 pDd 3 / noun US a 
mixture of all sorts of items (NOTE: The Brit¬ 
ish term is hotchpotch.) 


hold 

hoe /hou/ noun a garden tool with a long 
handle and small sharp blade, used to break 
up the surface of soil or cut off weeds O Use 
a sharp hoe to remove the weeds between 
your peas. ■ verb to cultivate land with a hoe 
O You must hoe the vegetable patch regularly 
to keep the weeds down. O The gardener was 
hoeing around the strawberries. 
hog /hog/ noun 1. a castrated male pig 2. 
US any pig O Hogs are traded on the Chi¬ 
cago exchange. 3. □ to go the whole hog to 
do something completely ( informal ) o If 
we ’re buying two armchairs we might as well 
go the whole hog and buy a sofa as well. ■ 
verb to monopolise something; to take more 
of something than you should ( informal) o 
He was hogging the middle of the road. O 
Stop hogging the biscuits - we’d like some 
too! O She’s always hogging the limelight. 
Synonym monopolise (NOTE: hogging - 
hogged) 

(D Hogmanay /'hogmonei/ noun a festival 
in Scotland on 31 December, celebrating the 
New Year 

hoist /hoist/ noun a device for lifting o The 
firefighter rigged up a hoist to get the dog out 
of the well. Synonym winch ■ verb to lift 
something up O The box was hoisted up on a 
rope. O The defenders hoisted a white flag. 

(D hold /hould/ verb 1. to keep something or 
someone tight, especially in your hand O She 
was holding the baby in her arms. O She held 
her ticket between her teeth as she was carry¬ 
ing suitcases in both hands. O Hold tight - 
the machine is going to start. O He held the 
bag close to his chest. 2. to contain things or 
people; to be large enough for something to 
fit inside O The bottle holds two litres. O The 
box will hold four pairs of shoes. O Will the 
car hold eight people? O The plane holds 250 
passengers. 3. to make something happen O 
They are holding a party for their wedding 
anniversary. O The meeting will be held next 
Tuesday in the town hall. O We are holding 
the village fete next week. 4. to stay the same 
O Will the fine weather hold until Saturday? 
5. to possess something O She holds a valid 
driving licence. O He holds the record for the 
2000 metres. 6. □ hold the line, please (on 
the telephone) please wait a moment o The 
chairman is on the other line - will you hold? 
7. to keep someone inside O The prisoners 
were held in police cells overnight. □ to hold 
water to be valid or true O His argument 
doesn’t hold water. □ to hold your breath to 
keep air in your lungs, to go under water, as a 
test or because you are afraid that something 
will happen O She held her breath under wa¬ 
ter for a minute. O We’re all holding our 
breath to see if he wins a gold medal. 8. to 
capture and control a place O The rebels are 
holding the airport. O Government forces 
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still hold about half the country. (NOTE: 
holding - held /held/) ■ noun 1. the bottom 
part of a ship or an aircraft, in which cargo is 
stored O You can’t take all that luggage with 
you, it has to go in the hold. 2. the action of 
gripping something O He lost his hold on the 
ladder. O Keep tight hold of the bag, we 
don’t want it stolen. □ to get hold of some¬ 
one to find someone you need by telephone 
O I tried to get hold of the doctor but he was 
out. □ to get hold of something to find 
something which you want to use O Do you 
know where I can get hold of a ladder? □ to 
take hold to take control of something O The 
fire took hold rapidly. □ to take hold of 
something to grip something O Take hold of 
my hand. 3. the action of having a strong in¬ 
fluence over someone O She has some sort of 
hold over her husband. 
holdall /'houldoil/ noun a soft bag for car¬ 
rying things such as clothes when travelling 
® hold back /.hould 'baek/ verb 1. not to 
tell someone something O She held back im¬ 
portant information from the police. 2. not to 
go forward O Most of the crowd held back 
until they saw it was safe. 

® hold down /.hould 'daun/ verb 1. to 
keep something at a low level O We are hold¬ 
ing our prices down. 2. □ to hold down a job 
to manage to do a difficult job 
(D holder /'houldo/ noun 1. something 
which holds things O Put the pen back into 
its holder. 2. a person who holds something 
O She is a British passport holder or the 
holder of a British passport. O He is the 
world record holder in the javelin. 

(D holding /'houldir)/ noun an investment 
owned 

holding company /'houldirj ,kAmp(9)ni/ 
noun a company which owns shares in other 
companies 

(D hold on /.hould 'on/ verb 1. to hold 
something tightly O She held on to the rope 
with both hands. O Hold on to your purse in 
the crowd. O Hold on tight, we ’re turning! 2. 
to wait O Hold on a moment, I’ll get my um¬ 
brella. O Do you want to speak to the man¬ 
ager? Hold on, I’ll find him for you. 

(D hold out /.hould 'aut/ verb 1. to move 
something towards someone O Hold out your 
plate to be served. O He held out his hand but 
she refused to shake it. 2. to resist against 
someone or something O The castle held out 
for ten weeks against a huge enemy army. 

(D hold out for /.hould 'aut fo:/ verb to 
wait and ask for more 

hold over /.hould 'ouvo/ verb to postpone 
something. Synonym defer. Antonym bring 
forward 

(D hold up /.hould Ap/ verb 1. to lift or 
support something or someone O He held up 
his hand. O He held the little boy up so that 


he could see the procession. O The roof is 
held up by those pillars. 2. to make someone 
or something late O The planes were held up 
by fog. O Government red tape is holding up 
the deal. 3. to attack and rob someone O Six 
gunmen held up the security van. 

® hold-up /'hould Ap/ noun 1. a delay; a 
time when something is later than planned O 
Long hold-ups are expected because of road 
works on the motorway. O There’s been a 
hold-up and the shipment won’t arrive till 
next week. 2. an armed attack O The gang 
carried out three hold-ups in the same day. 

(D hole /haul/ noun an opening or a space in 
something O You’ve got a hole in your sock. 
O We all peeped through the hole in the 
fence. O Rabbits live in holes in the ground. 
hole-in-the-wall /.haul in do 'woil/ noun 
a machine in the outside wall of a bank where 
customers can get money from their account 
hole up /,houl 1 AP/ verb to hide from some¬ 
one (slang) 

(D holiday /'hDlidei/ noun 1. a period when 
you do not work, but rest, go away and enjoy 
yourself O When are you taking your holiday 
or When are you planning to go on holiday? 
O He’s going to Spain on holiday. O We al¬ 
ways spend our holidays in the mountains. O 
How many days ’ holiday do you have each 
year? □ the job carries five weeks’ holiday 
one of the conditions of the job is that you 
have five weeks’ holiday each year (NOTE: 
The US term is vacation.) 2. a day on which 
no work is done because of laws or religious 
rules O The office is closed for the Christmas 
holiday. 

holidaymaker /'holideimeiko/ noun a 
person who is on holiday. Antonym resident 
holier /'houlio/ b holy 
holiness /'houlinos/ noun 1. the state of 
being holy 2. used as a form of address to the 
Pope O His Holiness, the Pope 
holistic /hou'listik/ adj dealing with a 
medical or social problem as a whole rather 
than only looking at one aspect of it O The 
committee has been calling for a more holis¬ 
tic approach to learning. 
hollandaise sauce /.hobndeiz 'so:s/ 
noun a sauce for meat, fish or vegetables, 
made of egg yolks, butter, lemon juice and 
sometimes vinegar 

holler /'hDlo/ verb to shout (informal). Ant¬ 
onym whisper 

hollow /'IidIou/ adj with a hole inside o a 
hollow log O If you tap the box it sounds hol¬ 
low. ■ noun a sunken part on a flat surface o 
They made a hollow in the ground for a camp 
fire. 

hollow out /,liDbu but/ verb to remove 
the inside part of something so as to make it 
hollow 
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holly 

holly /'holi/ noun a small evergreen tree 
with shiny dark green prickly leaves and 
bright red berries 

Hollywood /'holiwud/ noun a town in Cal¬ 
ifornia, the centre of the American film 
industry 

holocaust /'holokoist/ noun total destruc¬ 
tion, especially by fire or nuclear war O A nu¬ 
clear holocaust would cause unimaginable 
suffering. 

Holocaust /'hDlskoist/ noun the mass 
killing of the Jews during the Second World 
War (NOTE: always written with the) 
hologram /'holsgrasm/ noun a 
three-dimensional picture made using laser 
beams 

holster /'houlsto/ noun a leather holder for 
a revolver 

d> holy /'houli/ adj 1. sacred o They went to 
ask a holy man his advice. 2. □ the Holy See 
the office of Pope (NOTE: holier - holiest. 
Do not confuse with wholly.) 

Holy Communion /.houli ko'mjuinjon/ 
noun a Christian ceremony where bread and 
wine are taken in memory of Christ’s Last 
Supper 

Holy Father /.hsuli 'faida/ noun the Pope 
Holy Ghost /.hauli 'gsust/, Holy Spirit 

/.hauli 'spirit/ noun the third member of the 
Christian Trinity, God in the form of a spirit 
holy water /.hauli 'woita/ noun conse¬ 
crated water used when baptising babies 
homage /'hDmid3/ noun 1. respect for 
someone □ to pay homage to someone to 
show your respect for someone, especially 
someone who is dead O The children paid 
homage to their teacher who had been killed. 
O The nation observed a minute’s silence as 
a mark of homage to the dead of two world 
wars. 2. an action or work of art that is made 
to show respect to someone O This song is a 
homage to my parents. 

® home /hsum/ noun 1. the place where 
you live O Their home is a flat in the centre 
of London. O Will you be at home tomorrow 
evening? O When do you leave home for 
work in the morning? □ to make yourself at 
home to do as if you were in your own home 
O He lay down on my sofa, opened a bottle of 
beer, and made himself at home. □ to be a 
home from home to be a comfortable and 
welcoming place, just like your home o The 
hotel is a real home from home. □ nothing to 
write home about nothing very exciting or 
special ( informal ) o His new job is nothing to 
write home about. 2. an area where you come 
from O She lives in London but her home is 
the mountains of Wales. O His home is in the 
West Country. 3. a house O They are building 
fifty new homes on the outskirts of the vil¬ 
lage. 4. a house where people are looked af¬ 
ter O My aunt has moved to an old people’s 


home. 5. □ at home (in sports) on the local 
sports ground O Our team is playing at home 
next Saturday. 6. a family or household O 
She comes from a broken home. ■ adv to¬ 
wards the place where you usually live O 
We’ve got to go home now. O He usually gets 
home by 7 o ’clock. O Don’t send it - I’ll take 
it home with me. O If you don’t want to walk, 
you can always take the bus home. (NOTE: 
used without a preposition: He went home 
or She’s coming home.) u adj 1 . referring to 
where you live or where you were bom o My 
home town is Birmingham. O Send the letter 
to my home address, not to my office. 2. (in 
sports) local o the home side won o Our 
team beat the home team 3-0. O We have a 
home game next Saturday. 3. in this country; 
not abroad O Home sales were better than ex¬ 
ports last month. O They find it difficult sell¬ 
ing into the home market. 
homecoming /'haumkAmir)/ noun the act 
of coming home 

home cooking /hsum 'kukig/ noun the 
style of food as cooked at home, not in 
restaurants 

Home Counties /haum 'kauntiz/ plural 
noun the area formed of the counties round 
London (NOTE: always written with the) 
homegrown /'hsumgraun/ adj grown in 
your own garden 

home help /haum 'help/ noun a person 

who helps an invalid or an elderly person 

with housework in the home 

home improvement /haum im- 

'pruivmant/ noun a change which you make 

to your home to make it better 

home in on /.haum 'in Dn/ verb to aim at 

and go towards a target 

homeland /'haumkend/ noun the home of 

a people 

home language /haum 'laer)gwid 3 / noun 
US the language which you first leam to 
speak as a child 

homeless adj /' hsumlas/ with nowhere to 
live O The council has a duty to house home¬ 
less families. ■ plural noun □ the homeless 
people with nowhere to live O The homeless 
sleep in parks or doorways. 
homely /'haumli/ adj 1 . simple but pleasant 
O The accommodation was homely and un¬ 
pretentious. O The pub serves good homely 
food. 2. US (of a person) plain and not very 
attractive O She’s a homely girl. 
homemade /.haum'meid/ adj made at 
home and not bought 

Home Office /'haum ,Dfis/ noun the Brit¬ 
ish Government department dealing with in¬ 
ternal matters, such as the police and prisons 
(NOTE: The department is run by the Home 
Secretary. In other countries this depart¬ 
ment is usually called the Ministry of the 


homeopath 

Interior; in the USA it is called the Depart¬ 
ment of the Interior.) 

homeopath /'hsumiapasB/ noun a person 
who practises homeopathy 
homeopathic ^haumis'paeBik/ adj refer¬ 
ring to homeopathy 

homeopathy /.haumi'DpaBi/ noun a treat¬ 
ment which involves giving very small 
amounts of a substance which would give a 
healthy person the symptoms of the condition 
being treated 

homeowner /'houmouno/ noun a person 
who owns a flat or house 
d> home page /'houm peid 3 / noun the 
first page of a website, which gives details of 
the person or organisation that the website 
belongs to 

home plate /'houm pleit/ noun in base¬ 
ball, the base where the batter stands to hit 
the ball 

home rule /houm ru:l/ noun a system of 
government in which a country is ruled by it¬ 
self rather than by another country 
home run /'houm lAn/ noun in baseball, a 
score made when a batter manages to touch 
all three bases and return to the home plate 
without stopping 

Home Secretary /.houm 'sekrot(o)ri/ 
noun the British government minister in 
charge of the Home Office (NOTE: In other 
countries, this minister is usually called the 
Minister of the Interior. In the USA, he is 
the Secretary of the Interior.) 
homesick /'haumsik/ adj feeling sad be¬ 
cause you are away from home 
homesickness /'hsumsiknss/ noun a 
feeling of being homesick 
homestead /'houmsted/ noun a farm¬ 
house and land. Synonym farm 
home straight /'houm 'streit/ noun 1. 
(on a racetrack) the last straight part of the 
track before the finish O The runners are 
coming into the home straight. 2. the last part 
of a project, when it is almost finished O 
Cheer up, we ’re in the home straight now! 
home town /houm 'taun/ noun the town 
where you live or where you were bom 
home truths /houm 'tru:dz/ plural noun 
unpleasant facts about someone, which 
someone else tells him or her O I had to tell 
her a few home truths. 

homeward /'houmwod/ adj towards home 
O The homeward trip always seems shorter. 
■ adv □ to be homeward bound heading to¬ 
wards your home O After many delays we 
were homeward bound at last. 
homewards /'houmwodz/ adv towards 
home (NOTE: The US term is homeward.) 

<§> homework /'haumwaik/ noun work 
which you take home from school to do in 
the evening o Have you finished your maths 


honestly 

homework? O I haven’t got any homework 
today, so I can watch TV. (NOTE: no plural) 
homeworker /'houmwsiko/ noun a per¬ 
son who works at home for a company 
homicidal /,hDmi'saidl/ adj likely to kill 
someone. Synonym murderous. Antonym 
harmless 

homicide /'homisaid/ noun murder; the 
killing of someone. Synonym killing 
homing device /'houmip di.vais/ noun a 
device on a missile which guides it to the 
target 

homing pigeon /'haumir) ,pid 3 in/ noun 
a pigeon trained to return to the place where 
it usually lives 

hominy /'homini/ noun US cooked maize 
seeds 

homogeneous /.haumsu'dsiiniss/ adj 
all of the same type 

homogenisation /ho.mDdsonai'zeiJXojn/, 
homogenization noun a treatment of milk 
so that the cream does not separate 
homogenised milk /h9,mDd33naizd 
'milk/ noun milk which has been treated so 
that the cream is evenly mixed through the 
liquid 

homograph /'homaugraif/ noun a word 
which is spelt the same as another, but which 
has a different meaning or pronunciation 
homonym /'homanim/ noun a word spelt 
and pronounced the same as another but 
which has a different meaning 
homophobia /.haumau'fsubis/ noun a 
fear of and hostility towards homosexuals 
homophobic /.hsumau'faubik/ adj 
showing fear of and hostility towards 
homosexuals 

homophone /'homsfaun/ noun a word 
which is pronounced the same as another, but 
which is spelt differently or has a different 
meaning 

homosexual /.haumau'sekjusl/ noun, 
adj (a person) who is attracted to people of 
the same sex 

homosexuality /.hsumausekJu'aHiti/ 
noun the fact of being homosexual 
Hon abbr Honourable 
hone /haun/ verb 1 . to sharpen and smooth 
something O Each arrowhead had been 
honed to a fine point. 2. to improve some¬ 
thing over a long period O His technique has 
been honed through years of practice. 

® honest /'onist/ adj 1. not telling lies and 
treating people fairly O I wouldn’t buy a car 
from that garage -1’m not sure they ’re com¬ 
pletely honest. 2. truthful O He was honest 
with the police and told them what he had 
done. 

(D honestly /'onistli/ adv 1 . in an open and 
honest way 2. used to express a feeling of be- 
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ing annoyed O Honestly, you might have told 
me sooner! 

honesty /'Dnisti/ noun 1 . truthfulness o I 
admire him for his honesty in saying the job 
was too difficult for him. □ in all honesty 
speaking truthfully O In all honesty I don’t 
think we ’ll be able to finish the job on time. 
2. a garden plant with purple flowers, and sil¬ 
very seed cases, used as a winter decoration 
(D honey /'hAni/ noun 1. a sweet substance 
produced by bees O I like honey on toast. O 
Greek cakes are often made with honey. 2. a 
name used for a person you love O Hey, 
honey, come and look at this! O Honey, don’t 
get mad at me! 

honeycomb /'hAnikoum/ noun wax cells 
inside a beehive that contain honey 
(D honeymoon /'hAnimuin/ noun 1 . a hol¬ 
iday taken immediately after a wedding O 
They went on honeymoon to Corsica. 2. a pe¬ 
riod after an election when the new govern¬ 
ment is popular O The president’s 
honeymoon period has come to an end. ■ 
verb to go on a honeymoon o They plan to 
honeymoon in Florida. 
honeysuckle /'hAnisAk(»l/ noun a 
climbing plant with scented white, pink, yel¬ 
low or cream flowers 

honk /horjk/ noun the noise made by a 
goose or by a car hom. Synonym hoot ■ 
verb to make a noise like a goose or with a 
car hom O Geese flew overhead, honking 
loudly. O He honked as he drove past. 
honorary /'onorori/ adj 1 . not paid a salary 
O She’s the honorary secretary of the society. 
2. a title which shows respect o He’s the 
honorary president of the company. 

(D honour /'Dno/ noun 1. the practice of 
acting according to what you think is right O 
He’s a man of honour. 2. a sign of respect O 
It is an honour for me to be invited here to¬ 
day. 3. □ Your Honour a way of addressing 
a judge ■ verb 1 . to respect or pay respect to 
someone O to honour the dead 2. to give 
someone an award as a mark of respect O He 
was honoured by the university. 3. to do what 
you promised O He honoured the agreement 
and gave the staff a pay rise. 4. □ to honour 
a cheque (of a bank) to pay the sum written 
on the cheque (NOTE: [all senses] The US 
spelling is honor.) 

honourable /'Dn(3)r3b(3)l/ adj 1. who or 
which can be respected O He lived the rest of 
his life in honourable retirement. O He did 
the honourable thing and resigned. (NOTE: 
The US spelling is honorable.) 2. a title 
used when one MP addresses another in Par¬ 
liament O The honourable Member for Put¬ 
ney would do well to remember the 
conditions in his constituency. (NOTE: usu¬ 
ally shortened to Hon. in this meaning) 


hooky 

honourably /'Dnrobli/ adv in a way which 
you can respect (NOTE: The US spelling is 

honorably.) 

honoured /'Dnod/ adj pleased and proud 
(NOTE: The US spelling is honored.) 
honours degree To noz di.gri:/ noun a 
university degree, showing a high level of 
study. Abbr Hons 
Hons abbr honours degree 
hood /hud/ noun 1. a loose piece of cloth¬ 
ing to cover your head O He has a blue ano¬ 
rak with a hood. 2. a folding roof on 
something, e.g. a car or pram O Let’s put 
down the hood, it’s very hot. 3. US a metal 
cover for the front part of a car, covering the 
engine O He lifted the hood to see what was 
wrong with the motor. (NOTE: The British 
term is bonnet.) 

hooded /'hudid/ adj wearing a hood 
hoodlum /'huidlom/ noun a violent gang¬ 
ster. Synonym gangster 
hoodwink /'hudwirjk/ verb to trick 
someone 

hoof /hu:f/ noun the homy part of the foot 
of a horse, cow and many other animals 
(NOTE: The plural is hooves.) ■ verb □ to 
hoof it to walk ( informal) o I am afraid we ’ll 
just have to hoof it back to the camp site. 
hoo-ha /'hu: ha:/ noun a fuss or bother 
about something which is not very important 
( informal ) 

(D hook /huk/ noun 1. a bent piece of metal 
for hanging things on O Hang your coat on 
the hook behind the door. 2. a very small 
piece of bent metal, attached to a line for 
catching fish O The fish ate the worm but 
didn’t swallow the hook. □ to get someone 
off the hook to get someone out of a difficult 
situation O She got him off the hook by lying 
to his boss. 3. (in boxing or cricket) a blow or 
stroke made with your arm bent ■ verb 1. to 
hang something on a hook or attach some¬ 
thing with a hook O She hooked the curtains 
back to let in more light. 2. (in cricket) to hit 
the ball with your arm bent O He hooked the 
next ball over the heads of the fielders. 
hooked /hukt/ adj 1. shaped like a hook o 
He had dark eyes and a hooked nose. 2. □ 
hooked on something very fond of some¬ 
thing (informal) o He’s hooked on science 
fiction. 

hooker /'huko/ noun 1 . a player in the cen¬ 
tre of a rugby scmm, who has to try to kick 
the ball backwards O The English hooker got 
the ball and from there they scored a try. 2 . a 
prostitute; a woman who receives money for 
sexual intercourse O hookers standing on 
street corners 

hooky /'huki/ noun (informal) □ to play 
hooky US not to go to school O They didn’t 
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hooligan 

go to school, but played hooky and went fish¬ 
ing instead. 

hooligan /'huiligon/ noun a wild young 
man (informal). Synonym criminal 
hooliganism /'huiligomz^jm/ noun vio¬ 
lent behaviour 

hoop /hu:p/ noun a ring, often a large one 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with whoop.) 
hooray! /hu'rei/ interj showing enthusiasm 
O Hooray, it’s the first day of the holidays! O 
Hip, hip, hooray! 

hoot /hu:t/ noun 1. a call made by an owl O 
the ghostly hoot of the owl in the night □ 
hoots of laughter loud laughter O His imita¬ 
tion of Elvis provoked hoots of laughter. 2. 
the sound of a car horn O The sudden hoot of 
a car horn made her jump. 3. □ not to care a 
hoot or not to give a hoot about something 
not to worry about something at all (infor¬ 
mal) O I don’t care a hoot about the meeting 
-I’m staying in to watch TV. ■ verb 1. (of an 
owl) to make a loud cry O An owl hooted in 
the distance. □ to hoot with laughter to 
laugh wildly O He had the audience hooting 
with laughter. 2. to sound a car horn O He 
hooted at the sheep to get them to move. 
hooter /'huito/ noun a device which makes 
a loud warning noise 

Hoover /'huivo/ trademark a type of vac¬ 
uum cleaner O We need a bigger Hoover - 
this one isn’t powerful enough. ■ verb to 
clean something such as a carpet with a vac¬ 
uum cleaner o She was hoovering the 
dining-room. 
hooves /huivz/ 1 > hoof 
(D hop /hop/ verb 1. to jump on one leg o 
He hurt his toe and had to hop around on one 
foot. □ to be hopping mad very angry (infor¬ 
mal) O He was hopping mad when they told 
him his car had been stolen. 2. (of a bird or 
animals) to jump with both feet together o 
Magpies were hopping across the grass. O 
The frog hopped onto the lily pad. □ hop it! 
go away! (informal) 3. □ to hop in to get in 
(informal) o I stopped the car and told him to 
hop in. □ to hop on or off to get on or off O 
With the old London buses, you can hop on 
and off anywhere along the street, although it 
can be dangerous. (NOTE: hopping - 
hopped) ■ noun 1. a little jump o Magpies 
walk in a series of little hops. □ to catch 
someone on the hop to catch someone unex¬ 
pectedly (informal) 2. a short flight o It’s 
only a short hop from London to Paris. 3. the 
bitter dead flower of a climbing plant, used in 
making beer O Hops are used to give the bit¬ 
ter flavour to British beer. 

® hope /houp/ verb 1. to want and expect 
something to happen O We all hope our team 
wins. O She’s hoping she will soon be able to 
drive a car. O I hope it doesn’t rain. □ I hope 
so I want it to happen O Are you coming to 


the party? - Yes, I hope so. □ I hope not I 
don’t want it to happen O It’s going to rain 
tomorrow, isn ’t it? - I hope not! □ to hope 
for something to want something to happen 
O We are hoping for a change in the weather, 
it’s rained every day this week so far. 2. to 
expect to do something O The chairman 
hopes to be at the meeting tomorrow. O They 
said they hoped to be back home by 6 
o ’clock. O I had hoped to go to the party but 
in the end I couldn't. ■ noun the fact of 
wanting and expecting something to happen 
O Our only hope is that she will get better 
soon. O They have given up all hope of rescu¬ 
ing any more earthquake victims. □ in the 
hope that something happens wanting 
something to happen O I rang in the hope 
that you might have a table free for tonight. 
hoped-for /'houpt fo:/ adj needed and 
expected 

(D hopeful /'houpf(3)l/ adj confident that 
something will happen O We are hopeful that 
the company will accept our offer. ■ noun a 
person who hopes to get something, e.g. a job 
or a place in a team O We are looking at six 
young hopefuls for the England team. 

(D hopefully /'houpffojli/ adv 1. confi¬ 
dently O He looked hopefully at the list of lot¬ 
tery winners. 2. let us hope O Hopefully, the 
rain will stop in time for the picnic. 

® hopeless /'houplos/ adj 1. with no hope 
O The invoices are in a hopeless mess. □ to 
be a hopeless case to be unlikely to get any 
better 2. no good O She’s hopeless at tennis. 
O He’s hopeless when it comes to mending 
cars. 

hopelessly ac/v/'houplosli/ with no hope 
O We got hopelessly lost looking for the Brit¬ 
ish Museum. ■ adj very much O The com¬ 
pany is hopelessly in debt. 
hopper /'hops/ noun a large funnel for 
channelling something, e.g. flour or sand 
horde /hold/ noun a large crowd. Synonym 
throng (NOTE: Do not confuse with hoard.) 
® horizon /ho'raiz(o)n/ noun the line 
where the earth and the sky meet. Synonym 
skyline 

horizons /ho'raiz(o)nz/ plural noun □ to 
broaden someone’s horizons to increase 
someone’s range of interests and experiences 
O Travel broadens your horizons 
(D horizontal / l hDri l ZDnt(3)l/ adj flat; level 
with the ground. Antonym vertical 
horizontally / l hDri l zDnt(o)li/ adv lying 
flat 

hormonal /ho:'m3un(3)l/ adj referring to 
hormones 

hormone /'hoimoun/ noun a substance 
produced by glands in the body and earned to 
other parts of the body by the bloodstream to 
stimulate certain cells into action 


hormone replacement therapy 406 hospitality 

hormone replacement therapy lice officers on horseback outside the football 
/.hoimoun ri'pleismont ,0eropi/ noun a ground. 

treatment to relieve the symptoms of the horse chestnut /hois 'tJesnAt/ noun 1. a 
menopause by supplying oestrogen and thus tree with large leaves and upright white or 
reducing the risk of osteoporosis. Abbr HRT pink flowers that produces large shiny brown 
(D horn /horn/ noun 1 . a sharp pointed bone seeds 2. a large shiny brown nut from a horse 
growing out of an animal’s head O That chestnut tree which is not edible. Also called 
bull’s horns look very dangerous. 2. a warn- conker 

ing device on a car □ to sound a horn to horse-drawn /'hoisdroin/ adj pulled by a 


make a warning noise with a horn O Sound 
your horn when you come to the corner. 3. a 
metal musical instrument which is blown into 
to make a note O a concerto for horn and 
orchestra 

hornet /'hoimt/ noun a large reddish-brown 
wasp 

horny /'hoini/ adj hard, like horn ( informal ) 
horoscope /'horoskoup/ noun a forecast 
of what will happen, according to the stars 
horrendous /Wrendos/ adj horrible and 
unpleasant 

(D horrible /'hDnb(o)l/ adj awful or terrible 
O The victims of the fire had horrible inju¬ 
ries. O He’s a horrible little boy. O We had a 
horrible meal at the restaurant. Synonym 

unpleasant. Antonym pleasant 
horribly /'honbli/ adv very badly 
horrid /'horid/ adj bad and unpleasant 
(D horrific /ho'rifik/ adj which makes you 
shocked. Synonym appalling. Antonym 
wonderful 

(D horrified /'horifaid/ adj frightened or 
shocked 

horrify /'horifai/ verb to frighten or shock 
someone 

horrifying /'horifang/ adj frightening or 
shocking 

(D horror /'hero/ noun 1 . the fact of feeling 
of being very frightened O He couldn’t hide 
his horror at hearing the news. O She has a 
horror of spiders. O Everyone watched in 
horror as the planes collided. 2. a naughty 
child O That boy is a little horror! 
horror film /'hDro film/, horror movie 
/'horo ,mu:vi/ noun a frightening film, with 
ghosts, dead bodies, etc. 
horror-stricken /'hDro .strikon/, horror- 
struck /'horo strAk/ adj very frightened 
3) horse /hois/ noun a large animal used for 
riding or for pulling vehicles O She was rid¬ 
ing a black horse. O The coach was pulled by 
six white horses. O He’s out on his horse ev¬ 
ery morning. □ straight from the horse’s 
mouth from a very reliable source ( informal) 
O It’s straight from the horse’s mouth - the 
manager told me so himself, t look 
horse around /hois o'raund/, horse 
about /hois o'baut/ verb to play roughly 
horseback /'hoisbask/ noun □ on horse¬ 
back riding on a horse O There were ten po- 


horse 

horsepower /'hoispauo/ noun a unit for 
measuring the power of a motor engine 
horse-racing /'hois reisirj/ noun the sport 
of racing horses and betting on the result 
horseradish /'hoisraediJV noun a plant 
with a large root which is grated to make a 
sharp sauce 

horse-riding /’hoisraidir)/ noun the prac¬ 
tice of riding horses for pleasure 
horseshoe /'hoisjui/ noun an iron shoe 
nailed to the hard part of a horse’s hoof, also 
used as a sign of luck 

horticultural /.hoiti'kAltJ’orol/ adj refer¬ 
ring to horticulture. Synonym gardening 
horticulture /'hoitikAltJo/ noun the prac¬ 
tice of growing fruit, flowers and vegetables 
for food or decoration. Synonym gardening 
hose /houz/ noun 1 . a long flexible tube, ei¬ 
ther rubber or plastic O There is a ban on us¬ 
ing garden hoses during the summer. O The 
firefighters turned their hoses on the burning 
building. 2. stockings ■ verb □ to hose 
something (down) to wash something with 
water from a hose O The sailors were hosing 
down the decks. 

hosepipe /'houzpaip/ noun a long hose 
hosepipe ban /'houzpaip bsen/ noun a 
ban on using hosepipes and sprinklers to wa¬ 
ter your garden 

hosiery /'houziori/ noun (in a shop) stock¬ 
ings, socks and tights 

hospice /'hospis/ noun a hospital which 
cares for terminally ill patients 
hospitable /hD'spit9b(9)l/ adj welcoming 
and friendly to guests. Synonym welcom¬ 
ing. Antonym uninviting 
hospitably /ho'spitobli/ adv in a welcom¬ 
ing way 

CD hospital /'hospital/ noun a place 
where sick or hurt people are looked after O 
She was taken ill at work and sent to hospi¬ 
tal. O When is she due to go into hospital? O 
He was in hospital for several days after the 
accident. 

hospitalisation /,hDspit(9)lai 'zeij(3)n/, 
hospitalization noun the act of sending 
someone to hospital 

hospitalise /'hDspit(o)laiz/, hospitalize 

verb to put someone in hospital 
® hospitality /.hospi'taeliti/ noun a wel¬ 
come to guests 


host 

<S> host /houst/ noun 1 . a person who has in¬ 
vited guests O The host asked his guests what 
they wanted to drink. 2. the landlord of a ho¬ 
tel or inn, also sometimes of a restaurant O 
the host of the ‘King’s Head' 3. the person 
who introduces and talks to the guests on a 
TV or radio show O He was a chat show host 
on Saturday evening TV. 4. a person or ani¬ 
mal that parasites live on 5. □ a host of a 
large number of O We face a host of prob¬ 
lems. ■ verb 1 . to act as host at a party o The 
company hosted a reception for two hundred 
guests. O She hosted a party for the visiting 
diplomats. 2. to be the centre where some¬ 
thing takes place O Barcelona hosted the 
Olympic Games. 3. to organise and manage 
websites for other people 
hostage /'hDStid3/ noun a person who is 
captured and held by someone or an organi¬ 
sation, which threatens to kill him or her un¬ 
less certain demands are met. Synonym 
captive 

hostel /'hDSt(o)l/ noun a cheap place where 
people can live 

hostelry /'hDst(o)lri/ noun an inn ( humor¬ 
ous or old) (NOTE: The plural is hostelries.) 
hostess /'houstis/ noun a woman who has 
invited guests (NOTE: The plural is 

hostesses.) 

hostile /'hostail/ adj 1. referring to an en¬ 
emy O Hostile forces are moving towards the 
airport. 2. showing a dislike of someone O 
The crowd seemed hostile, so the President 
decided not to go on his planned walkabout. 
□ hostile questioning asking questions 
which attack the person being asked 
hostilities /ho'stilitiz/ plural noun war 
<S> hostility /hD'stiliti/ noun opposition o 
The board's hostility towards the plan. 
(NOTE: no plural) 

(D hot /hDt/ adj 1. very warm; with a high 
temperature O The weather is very hot in 
June, but August is the hottest month. O If 
you ’re too hot, take your coat off. O Plates 
should be kept hot before serving the meal. } 
heat 2. {of food) very highly spiced O This 
curry is particularly hot. O He chose the hot¬ 
test dish on the menu. Antonym mild 3. □ to 
make things hot for someone to make diffi¬ 
culties for someone ( informal) □ to be hot 
and bothered to be annoyed and nervous 
about something □ to sell like hot cakes to 
sell very fast ( informal ) O This new toy is 
selling like hot cakes. □ to get into hot water 
to get into trouble O He got into hot water 
with the local authority after he built a ga¬ 
rage without permission. □ in the hot seat 
having to take decisions O I pity the club 
treasurer - he’s really in the hot seat. 4. vig¬ 
orous and energetic □ in hot pursuit chasing 
someone actively O The rebels retreated into 


hotplate 

the mountains with the government forces in 
hot pursuit, t hotly (NOTE: hotter - hottest) 
hot air /hDt 'eo/ noun useless talk ( infor¬ 
mal). Synonym nonsense 
hot-air balloon /hot 'eo bo.luin/ noun a 
very large balloon which rises into the air as 
the air inside it is heated, with people travel¬ 
ling in a basket attached underneath 
hotbed /'hotbed/ noun a place where a lot 
of some activity takes place O a hotbed of 
crime 

hot-blooded /,hDt 'blAdid/ adj with a vio¬ 
lent temper; easily excited. Synonym pas¬ 
sionate. Antonym cold-blooded 
hot chocolate /hot 'tjoklot/ noun a drink 
made from chocolate powder and hot milk 
hotchpotch /'hDtJpDtJV noun a mixture of 
all sorts of items (NOTE: The US term is 
hodgepodge.) 

hot cross bun /,hot kras 'bAn/ noun a 
small spicy cake with a cross on it, eaten at 
Easter 

(D hot dog /hot 'dDg/ noun a snack made 
of a hot frankfurter sausage eaten in a roll of 
bread 

(D hotel /hou'tel/ noun a building where 
travellers can rent a room for the night, eat in 
a restaurant or drink in a bar O They are stay¬ 
ing at the Grand Hotel, which is the only 
five-star hotel in town. O I’ll meet you in the 
hotel lobby. O All the hotel rooms in the town 
are booked. 

hotelier /hou'teliei/ noun a person who 
owns or manages a hotel 
hot flush /hot TIaJ/ noun a sudden hot 
feeling in the upper body which is a typical 
symptom of the menopause in women 
hotfoot /hot'fut/ adv running fast. Syn¬ 
onym immediately. Antonym slowly 
hothead /'hothed/ noun a person who acts 
without thinking of the consequences 
hothouse /'hDthaus/ noun a heated 
greenhouse 

hot key /'hot ki:/ noun a computer key that 
you press as a quick way to peform a set of 
actions 

hotline /'hotlain/ noun 1. a direct emer¬ 
gency phone line between two heads of gov¬ 
ernment O The President called the Prime 
Minister on the hotline. 2. a phone line for 
giving urgent messages or for placing urgent 
orders O We get thousands of orders on our 
Christmas hotline. O Call the ticket hotline 
for reservations. 

hotly /'hotli/ adv 1 . angrily o He hotly de¬ 
nied the reports which had been published in 
the newspapers. 2. close behind O The enemy 
fled, hotly pursued by government troops. 
hotplate /'hotpleit/ noun a flat heated sur¬ 
face on a cooker 
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hotpot 

hotpot /'hotpot/ noun meat stew with 
sliced potatoes on top, cooked in the oven 
hot potato /hot po'teitou/ noun a subject 
which is difficult to deal with 
hot spot /'hot spot/ noun 1. a place which 
is exciting o This cafe is one of the hottest 
spots in town. 2. a place where fighting is 
taking place O He was sent to report from 
one of the hot spots in the Middle East. 
hot-tempered /.hot 'tempod/ adj with a 
violent temper. Synonym excitable. Ant¬ 
onym relaxed 

hot-water bottle /hot 'waits ,bot(s)l/ 
noun a container filled with hot water which 
is placed in a bed to warm it 
hound /haund/ noun a dog used for hunt¬ 
ing O He has a pack of hounds for hunting. ■ 
verb to attack or victimise someone O When 
he came out of prison he was hounded by the 
press. □ the minister was hounded out of 
office the minister had to resign because of 
attacks on him in the press 
(2) hour /aus/ noun 1. a period of time 
which lasts sixty minutes O The train journey 
takes two hours. O It’s a three-hour flight 
to Greece. O The train travels at over 150 
miles an hour. O The pay is £10 an hour. O 
The hours of work are from 9.30 to 5.30. O 
The lunch hour is from 12.30 to 1.30. O She 
works a thirty-five hour week. □ a quar¬ 
ter of an hour 15 minutes O I’ll be 
ready in a quarter of an hour. □ to be paid 
by the hour to be paid for each hour you 
work 2. □ hours a very long time ( informal) 
O They took hours to serve us. O We waited 
hours for the bus. 

hourglass /'auoglais/ noun a device for 
timing, with two glass containers joined with 
a narrow neck, one full of sand, which takes 
exactly one hour to trickle down to fill the 
other 

hourly /'auoli/ adj happening every hour □ 
hourly-paid workers workers paid at a 
fixed rate for each hour worked □ an 
hourly rate the amount of money paid 
for an hour worked O The minimum hourly 
rate is £5.60. 

(2) house noun /haus/ 1 . a building in which 
someone lives O He has bought a house in 
London. O He has a small flat in town and a 
large house in the country. O All the houses 
in our street look the same. 2. □ they get on 
like a house on fire they like each other very 
much ( informal ) 3. business O She runs a 
publishing house. O An important finance 
house has financed the deal. 4. a part of a 
Parliament O The British Parliament is 
formed of the House of Commons and the 
House of Lords. O The American Congress is 
formed of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate. 5. a bar, pub or restaurant □ 
drinks are on the house drinks are free to 


customers 6. the showing of a film, play, etc. 
(NOTE: The plural is houses /'hauziz/.) ■ 
verb /hauz/ to provide accommodation for 
someone or something O His collection of 
old cars is housed in a barn. O We have been 
asked if we can house three students for the 
summer term. 

house arrest /'haus o.rest/ noun □ to be 
under house arrest to be under police guard 
in your own home, without being allowed to 
leave it O The opposition leader has been un¬ 
der house arrest for six years. 
houseboat /'hausbout/ noun a boat 
moored on a river, arranged for living in, not 
for travelling 

housebound /'hausbaund/ adj not able to 
leave your house 

house fly /'haus flai/ noun a common in¬ 
sect which lives in houses and lays its eggs in 
food 

(D household /'haushould/ noun the peo¬ 
ple living together in a house 
householder /'haushouldo/ noun a per¬ 
son who owns a private house 
household goods /.haushould 'gudz/ 
plural noun goods which are used in a house 
household linen /.haus.hould 'limn/ 
noun all the things such as sheets, towels, 
pillowcases and tablecloths which you use in 
the home 

household name /.haushould neim/ 
noun a well-known brand 
house husband /hauz 'hAzbond/ noun a 
man who does not go out to work but stays at 
home to look after his house and family 
housekeeper /'hauskiipo/ noun 1. a per¬ 
son who looks after a house o He employs a 
housekeeper, a chauffeur and two gardeners. 
2. a person employed to look after the rooms 
in a hotel, being responsible for the people 
who do the cleaning, and for providing clean 
sheets, etc. O The housekeeper is responsible 
for the cleanliness of the rooms. 
housekeeping /'hauskiipig/ noun the 
work of looking after a house. Synonym 
housework (NOTE: no plural) 
house magazine /'haus masgo.ziin/ 
noun a magazine produced for the employees 
or shareholders in a company to give them 
news about the company 
houseman /'hausmon/ noun GB a young 
doctor who works in a hospital during his or 
her final year of training (NOTE: The US 
term is intern.) 

housemate /'hausmeit/ noun a person 
who is not a member of your family, but who 
shares a house with you 

House of Commons /.haus ov 
'komonz/ noun the lower house of the Brit¬ 
ish Parliament (NOTE: Members of the 
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House of Commons are called Members of 
Parliament or MPs.) 

House of Lords /.haus ov 'loidz/ noun 
the upper house of the British Parliament 

House of Representatives /.haus ov 
repri'zentotivz/ noun the lower house of 
the US Congress (NOTE: Members of the 
House of Representatives are called Con¬ 
gressmen.) 

house plant /'haus plaint/ noun a plant 
that is grown indoors and not in a garden 
houseproud /'hauspraud/ adj taking 
great pride in the appearance of your house, 
and very concerned with keeping it tidy 
@ Houses of Parliament /,hauziz ov 
'pailomont/ noun a building in London 
where Parliament meets 
house-to-house /.haus to 'haus/ adj go¬ 
ing from one house to the next, in order to 
ask people to buy something or vote for 
someone, or to ask them questions O The po¬ 
lice carried out house-to-house checks to try 
to find the gunman. O He has a job selling 
cleaning products house-to-house. 
house-trained /hauz treind/ adj (of ani¬ 
mals) having been taught not to urinate or 
defecate on the floor in houses 
housewarming /'hauswoimig/ noun a 
party that people have when they move into a 
new house 

(D housewife /'hauswaif/ noun a woman 
who does not go out to work but stays at 
home to look after her house and family 
(NOTE: The plural is housewives 
/'hauswaivz/.) 

house wine /'haus wain/ noun a special 
wine selected by a restaurant, cheaper than 
other wines on the wine list 
housework /'hausw3ik/ noun the work of 
keeping a house or flat clean (NOTE: no 
plural) 

<§> housing /'hauzir)/ noun 1 . the activity 
of providing places where people can live O 
The local council is responsible for the hous¬ 
ing of homeless people. 2. houses O Public 
housing has to conform to certain standards. 
housing benefit /'hauzig .bemfit/ noun 
money paid by the government to unem¬ 
ployed people, to help them pay their rent 
housing development /'hauzirj di- 
.velopmont/ noun a group of houses built at 
the same time 

housing estate /'hauzir) i.steit/ noun 1. 
a group of new flats or houses O She lives on 
the Bellevue Estate. Synonym estate 2. a 
group of houses and flats belonging to a local 
authority, and rented to tenants for a cheap 
price 

housing project /'hauzir) ,prod 3 ekt/ 
noun US a series of houses or flats built by a 
local municipality 


hr 

hovel /'hDv(o)l/ noun a small dirty house. 
Synonym slum 

hover /'hovo/ verb 1. to hang in the air 
without moving forward O flies hovering 
over the surface of a pool 2. □ to hover 
around someone to stay near someone O He 
hovered around her for the whole evening. 
hovercraft /'hovokraift/ noun a type of 
boat which moves over the surface of the wa¬ 
ter on a cushion of air 

(D how /hau/ adv 1. showing or asking the 
way in which something is done O How do 
you switch off the cooker? O Can you tell me 
how to get to the railway station from here? 
O I don’t know how he does it. 2. showing or 
asking about the extent or quantity of some¬ 
thing O How big is their house? O How many 
people are there in your family? O She 
showed us how good she was at skiing. O 
How old is your little boy? O How far is it to 
the church? 3. showing surprise O How cold 
it is outside! O How different it is from what I 
remember! 4. □ how about? would you like? 
(informal ) o How about a swim before 
breakfast? O How about a cup of coffee? □ 
how come? why o How come you ’re late? O 
How come the front door was left open? □ 
how do you mean? what do you mean? O 
How do you mean, the payment won’t be 
made until next week? 

how are you? /hau 'a: ju:/, how are you 
doing? /'hau djo 'du:/ interj 1. a general 
greeting O Hi Robert! How are you doing? 
— Fine, thanks!’ (NOTE: In this meaning a 
detailed reply is not expected.) 2. used for 
asking someone about the state of their health 
O How are you today? O The doctor asked 
me how I was. 

how do you do? /,hau o ju 'dung/ interj 
a greeting ( formal ) (NOTE: This expression 
is usually used while shaking hands when 
meeting someone formally. The expected 
response is ‘How do you do?’ rather than a 
detailed reply.) 

(D however /hau'evo/ adv 1. to whatever 
degree or amount O However many times she 
tried, she couldn’t pass the driving test. O I 
must have the house painted, however expen¬ 
sive it’s going to be. O However hard he 
tried, he still couldn’t swim. 2. used for 
emphasising ‘how’ O However did you man¬ 
age to get in? 3. but O We never go out on 
Saturdays - however, this week we ’re going 
to a wedding. ■ conj in whatever way O Do it 
however you like. 

howl /haul/ verb to make a long loud cry o 
The wolves howled outside the cabin. O The 
wind howled in the chimney. ■ noun a long 
loud cry O Howls of disappointment came 
from the fans. Synonym wail 
HQ abbr headquarters 
hr abbrhour 
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hrs abbr hours 

HRT abbr hormone replacement therapy 
HTML noun a system of codes used to pre¬ 
pare a document for the World Wide Web 
hub /hAb/ noun 1. the centre of a wheel O 
The spokes of a wheel meet at the hub. 2. the 
centre of some activity, especially business 
activity O Frankfurt is hoping to take the 
place of the City of London as the financial 
hub of Europe. 3. a central airport, where do¬ 
mestic flights connect with international 
flights O Chicago is the airline’s American 
hub. 

hubbub /'hAbAb/ noun the confused sound 
of voices. Antonym silence 
hub cap /'hAb kaep/ noun a metal or plastic 
plate covering the hub of a car’s wheel 
huddle /'hAd(o)l/ verb to crowd together, 
or to be crowded together O The refugees 
huddled in the shade of some trees. O The 
children were huddled together in one room. 
■ noun □ to go into a huddle to get together 
to discuss something O The players went into 
a huddle to discuss tactics. 
hue /hju:/ noun a colour ( formal ) o The 
garden is filled with flowers of every hue. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with hew.) 
hue and cry /,hju: on 'krai/ noun 1. an 
excited chase after someone 2. a loud protest. 
Synonym uproar 

huff IhAfl noun □ in a huff in a bad temper 
(informal) o She went off in a huff. 
huffy /'hAfi/ adj bad-tempered 
hug IhAgl noun an action of throwing your 
arms around someone O She ran to the little 
girl and gave her a hug. ■ verb 1. to throw 
your arms around someone O The players 
hugged each other when the goal was scored. 
2. to hold something very tightly O The little 
girl was hugging a blue blanket. 3. to keep 
very close to something O The road hugs the 
foot of the mountain. O She drove along 
slowly, hugging the pavement. (NOTE: hug¬ 
ging - hugged) 

(D huge /hju:d 3 / adj very large o Huge 
waves battered the ship. O The concert was a 
huge success. O Failing the test was a huge 
disappointment for him. 
hugely /'hju:d 3 li/ adv enormously. Syn¬ 
onym enormously. Antonym slightly 
huh /hA, ho/ interj 1. used for showing that 
you did not hear or understand what someone 
has just said 2. used for showing a reaction 
such as surprise or disgust O Huh, you think 
you can sneak out without paying, do you? 
hulk/hAlk/ noun 1. a big and awkward per¬ 
son or thing O Watch where you ’re treading, 
you lumbering great hulk! 2. a rotten old ship 
O Rusting hulks blocked the approaches to 
the harbour. 


human rights 

hulking /'hAlkir)/ adj big and awkward (in¬ 
formal). Synonym bulky. Antonym dainty 
hull /hAl/ noun the main body of a ship o 
The liner is in dry dock for repairs to her 
hull. ■ verb to take peas out of their pods, or 
take the green leafy tops off strawberries O If 
you hull the peas I'll get the potatoes ready. 
hum /hAm/ noun a low buzz o A loud hum 
came out of the beehive. Synonym whine ■ 
verb 1. to make a low buzz o Bees were 
humming around the hive. 2. to sing without 
words O If you don’t know the words of the 
national anthem, you can always hum the 
tune. (NOTE: humming - hummed) 

® human /'hjuimon/ adj referring to peo¬ 
ple □ he’s only human he can make mis¬ 
takes like anyone else O I know there’s a 
mistake in the exam question - examiners are 
only human, after all! 

human being /.hjuimon 'binrj/, human 
/'hjuimon/ noun a person 
humane /hjui'mein/ adj kind to people or 
animals. Synonym compassionate. Ant¬ 
onym cruel 

humanely /hjui'meinli/ adv in a humane 
way 

human error /.hjuimon 'era/ noun a mis¬ 
take made by a person, and not by a machine 
human interest /.hjuimon 'introst/ 
noun the power to make people interested or 
sympathetic 

humanism /'hju:maniz(9)m/ noun a con¬ 
cern with humans as opposed to religious 
ideas 

humanist /'hjuimomst/ noun a person 
who is concerned with humans as opposed to 
religious ideas 

humanitarian /hjui.masm'teorion/ adj 
helping other human beings 
humanity /hjui'mamiti/ noun 1. all people 
O a crime against humanity 2. great kindness 
O She showed great humanity to the refugees. 
humankind /.hjuimon'kaind/ noun all 
human beings 

humanly /'hjuimonli/ adv □ humanly 
possible possible with the maximum effort O 
We did everything humanly possible to res¬ 
cue the survivors. 

human nature /.hjuimon 'neitjo/ noun 
natural feelings which are found in all people 
human race /.hjuimon 'reis/ noun all hu¬ 
man beings, regarded as a group 
human resources /.hjuimon ri'soisiz/ 
plural noun the employees of a company, 
seen as a group 

(D human rights /.hjuimon 'raits/ plural 
noun rights which each member of society 
should enjoy, such as freedom of speech and 
freedom of movement O Demonstrators are 
protesting against abuses of human rights in 
various parts of the world. 
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humble /'hAmbol/ adj 1. modest; feeling 
you are not important O Seeing how much 
work she does for charity makes me feel very 
humble. 2. poor and ordinary O He comes 
from a humble family. O They live in a hum¬ 
ble little house in the mountains. (NOTE: 
humbler - humblest) 
humdrum /'hAmdrAm/ adj dull and bor¬ 
ing. Synonym routine. Antonym exciting 
humerus /'hjuimoros/ noun a bone in the 
arm, running from the shoulder to the elbow 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with humorous.) 
humid /'hju:mid/ adj (of the air) warm and 
damp. Synonym moist. Antonym arid 
humidifier /hjui'midifaio/ noun a device 
which makes the air in a room or house less 
dry 

humidify /hjui'midifai/ verb to make the 
air in a room or house less dry. Synonym 

moisten 

® humidity /hjui'miditi/ noun a measure¬ 
ment of how much water vapour is contained 
in the air. Synonym moisture 
humiliate /hjui'milieit/ verb to make 
someone feel unimportant or stupid 
humiliating /hjui'milieitir)/ adj which 
makes you feel embarrassed, unimportant or 
stupid 

humiliation /hjui.mili'eiJXojn/ noun the 
act of making someone feel unimportant or 
stupid, or the feeling of being made to look 
like this. Synonym disgrace 
humility /hjui'militi/ noun the quality of 
being humble. Antonym arrogance 
humorist /'hjuimorist/ noun a person who 
makes jokes or writes funny stories or 
articles 

humorous /'hjuimoros/ adj funny 
humour /'hjuimo/ noun 1 . the characteris¬ 
tic of finding particular things funny O He 
has a good sense of humour. O She has abso¬ 
lutely no sense of humour. O Want to meet 
male, aged 30 - 35, with a good sense of hu¬ 
mour (GSOH). 2. a general feeling or mood 
O I am in no humour to talk about holidays 
just now. O His good humour lasted until the 
end of the party. ■ verb □ to humour some¬ 
one to say you agree with someone in order 
to please them O When he starts shouting and 
cursing, you to have to try to humour him to 
keep him happy. (NOTE: [all senses] The US 
spelling is humor.) 

humourless /'hjuimolos/ adj lacking an 
ability to find things funny (NOTE: The US 
spelling is humorless.) 
hump /hAmp/ noun 1. a raised part on the 
back of a person or animal O Arabian camels 
have only one hump, while Bactrian camels 
have two. 2. a small raised part in the ground 
O They have built humps in the road to slow 
down the traffic. 3. an awkward situation O 


Now that we are over the hump we can per¬ 
haps discuss discounts again. ■ verb to cany 
something on your shoulder ( informal) o We 
spent all morning humping sacks of sand. 

hump-backed bridge /.hAmp baskt 
'bnd 3 / noun a little bridge which rises and 
falls very steeply 

humus /'hjuimos/ noun decomposed or¬ 
ganic matter in good soil which makes soil 
dark and makes it bond together 
hunch /hAntJ/ noun a feeling that some¬ 
thing is going to happen O I've got a hunch 
that we will win. O The detective acted purely 
on a hunch. Synonym feeling (NOTE: The 
plural is hunches.) ■ verb to bend forward 
O We hunched down behind the wall to get 
out of the wind. Antonym straighten 
hunchback /'hAntJbask/ noun a person 
with a hunched back ( offensive) 
hunched /'hAntJt/ adj bent forward 
(D hundred /'hAndrod/ noun the number 
100 O The church is over a hundred years 
old. O My grandfather will be a hundred next 
month. O Do I have to tell you a hundred 
times to stop that noise? ■ □ hundreds of 
very many O Hundreds of birds were killed 
by the cold weather. O Hundreds of people 
caught flu last winter. O They came in their 
hundreds to visit the grave. 
hundredweight /'hAndrodweit/ noun a 
weight of dry goods, equal to 112 pounds or 
approximately 50 kilos 
(D hung /hArj/ 0 hang 
hunger /'hAijgo/ noun the state of wanting 
or needing to eat □ to die of hunger to die 
because you do not have enough to eat O He 
was dying of hunger when they found him. 
hunger strike /'hAggo straik/ noun a 
continuing refusal to eat, as a form of protest 
hung jury /hAr) 'd3U9ri/ noun a jury which 
cannot reach a majority decision 
hungover /hAg'ouvo/ adj feeling ill as a 
result of having been drunk a few hours 
earlier 

(D hungry /'hAggri/ adj wanting to eat o 
You must be hungry after that game of foot¬ 
ball. O I’m not very hungry - I had a big 
lunch. O Hurry up with the food - we 're get¬ 
ting hungry. □ to go hungry not to have 
enough to eat O Students had to go hungry 
when their grants were not paid. (NOTE: 
hungrier - hungriest) 

(D hung up /,liAg 'Ap/ adj worried or both¬ 
ered about something. } hang-up. Synonym 
anxious 

hunk /hArjk/ noun 1. a rough piece of some¬ 
thing O We each had a hunk of bread and a 
bowl of soup. 2. a strong athletic man (infor¬ 
mal) O Sophie came to the party with that 
gorgeous hunk of hers. 
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hunky 

hunky /'hAgki/ adj attractively strong and 
athletic ( informal) 

hunt /hAnt/ verb 1. □ to hunt for some¬ 
thing to search for something O We ’re hunt¬ 
ing for a cheap flat. O They came to London 
in the week after Christmas, hunting for bar¬ 
gains. 2. to chase wild animals for food or 
sport O We took the dogs out hunting rats. O 
Our cat is not very good at hunting mice. O 
They go to Scotland to hunt deer. (NOTE: You 
hunt animals, but you hunt for things.) ■ 
noun 1. a search o The hunt for new offices 
has just started. 2. a group of people who 
meet together with dogs to hunt foxes O The 
hunt will assemble at 10.00 a.m. 
hunter /'hAnto/ noun a person who hunts □ 
bargain hunter a person who looks for bar¬ 
gains O Bargain hunters were queuing out¬ 
side the shop on the first day of the sales. 
d> hunting /'hAntig/ noun 1. the sport of 
chasing wild animals and killing them O 
Many people are opposed to fox hunting. 2. 
the action of looking for something 
hunting ground /'hAntig graund/ noun 
1. a place where wild animals are hunted O 
The island is a fabulous hunting ground for 
butterfly collectors. 2. a place where things 
are often found O Secondhand shops are a 
good hunting ground for old designer 
clothes. 

huntsman /'hAntsmon/ noun a man who 
hunts animals, especially foxes (NOTE: The 

plural is huntsmen.) 

hurdle /'li3:d(9)l/ noun 1. a small fence 
which you have to jump over in a race O She 
fell at the first hurdle. 2. an obstacle in the 
way of something O Only one more hurdle to 
clear and the house will be ours. 
hurdles /'h3:d(9)lz/ plural noun a race in 
which you run and jump over fences 
hurl /h3il/ verb to throw something 
hurly-burly /'h3ili ,b3ili/ noun a situation 
of rough activity. Synonym commotion 
hurricane /'hArikon/ noun a tropical storm 
with strong winds and rain in the Caribbean 
or Eastern Pacific Ocean (NOTE: In the Far 
East called a typhoon; in the Indian Ocean 
called a cyclone.) 

(D hurried /'hArid/ adj done in a rush, or too 
quickly 

hurriedly /'hAridli/ adv in a rush, or too 
quickly 

(D hurry /'hAri/ noun □ in a hurry doing 
things fast O The waiters are always in a 
hurry. O Can’t you drive any faster? - We ’re 
in a hurry to catch our plane! O He wants the 
report in a hurry. □ what’s the hurry? why 
are you going so fast? O What’s the hurry? 
It’s only two o 'clock and the plane doesn ’t 
leave until nine. □ there’s no hurry you do 
not need to do it fast O There’s no hurry for 


the figures - we do not need them until next 
week. ■ verb 1. to go, do or make something 
fast O She hurried across the room. O You ’ll 
have to hurry if you want to catch the last 
post. O There’s no need to hurry - we’ve got 
plenty of time. 2. to make someone go faster 
O Don’t hurry me, I like to take my time. 

(D hurry up /,hAri 'ap/ verb 1. to go or do 
something faster O Hurry up - we ’ll be late 
for the film. O Can’t you get the cook to 
hurry up? I’m getting hungry! 2. to make 
someone do something faster, or to make 
something happen faster O Can you hurry up 
that order? The customer wants it tomorrow. 
(D hurt /h3it/ verb 1 . to have or give pain o 
My tooth hurts. O No one was badly hurt in 
the accident. O Where did you hurt yourself? 
O Is he badly hurt? O Two players got hurt in 
the game. 2. to harm; to damage O The bad 
publicity did not hurt our sales. O This news 
report will surely hurt his reputation. □ it 
wouldn’t hurt to, it never hurts to it would 
be a good thing to O It wouldn’t hurt to com¬ 
plain to the local council. O It never hurts to 
be polite to customers. □ to hurt someone’s 
feelings to make someone upset o Be gentle 
when you tell her the news - we don’t want to 
hurt her feelings. ■ noun 1. a place where 
you have a pain ( children’s language) o He 
has a hurt on his toe. 2. a feeling of sadness 
because you have been badly treated O She 
feels resentful towards him because of the 
hurt to her pride. 

hurtful /'h3:tf(o)l/ adj which is upsetting, 
and which makes someone sad. Antonym 

kind 

hurtle /'h3:t(o)l/ verb to go dangerously 
fast 

® husband /'hAzbond/ noun a man to 
whom a woman is married O Her husband is 
Scottish. O He’s the doctor’s husband. Syn¬ 
onym spouse. Antonym wife □ to live as 
husband and wife to live together as if you 
were married without being married O They 
lived together as husband and wife for twenty 
years. ■ verb not to waste money, supplies, 
etc. ( formal ) O We must learn to husband our 
resources. 

husbandry /'hAzbondri/ noun farming, 
looking after crops and animals 
hush /hAj*/ noun a time of silence o A hush 
fell over the people in the hall as the speaker 
stood up. ■ verb 1. to make someone quiet o 
She eventually managed to hush the children 
to sleep. 2. □ to hush something up to hide 
something so that no one knows about it O 
They tried to hush up the scandal. □ to hush 
someone up to make someone keep quiet 
about something O We hushed him up with a 
bribe. 

hushed /hAjt/ adj quiet, so as not to make 
too much noise 


hush-hush 
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hush-hush /hAj 'hAj/ adj secret ( informal) 
hush money /'IiaJ ,mAni/ noun money 
paid as a bribe to prevent someone talking 
about something ( informal) 
husk /hAsk/ noun the dry outside coating of 
cereals or nuts O Take the husks off peanuts 
before you roast them. ■ verb to remove the 
husk from seeds or nuts O We all sat in front 
of the house husking corn. 
husky /'hAski/ adj 1. hoarse, but in an at¬ 
tractive way O She spoke in a low husky 
voice. 2. (of a young man) tall and strongly 
built O A group of husky students cheered 
when they saw her. (NOTE: huskier - huski¬ 
est) ■ noun a dog used to pull sledges O 
Each sled was pulled by a team of huskies. 
(NOTE: The plural is huskies.) 
hussy /'hAsi/ noun an immoral and inde¬ 
cent woman (dated, insulting) (NOTE: The 
plural is hussies.) 

hustle /'hAs(o)l/ noun a movement of peo¬ 
ple O the hustle of the commuters trying to 
get home on the Underground ■ verb to 
hurry someone along roughly O The police 
tried to hustle the crowd of protesters away. 
O Don’t hustle me - I’m going as fast as I 
can! 

hustle and bustle /,hAs(3)l on 'bAs(o)l/ 
noun great activity 

hustler /'hAslo/ noun a person who works 

energetically to achieve something 

<S> hut IhAtl noun a small rough wooden 

house 

hutch /hAtJV noun a box or cage for animals 
such as rabbits 

hyacinth /'haiosinO/ noun a bulb which 
produces spikes of bright pink, white or blue 
scented flowers 

hybrid /'haibrid/ adj, noun a cross between 
two varieties of plant or animal O She is well 
known for growing hybrid roses. 
hydraulic /hai'droilik/ adj worked by fluid 
pressure 

hydroelectric /.haidrou'ilektrik/ adj re¬ 
ferring to hydroelectricity □ a hydroelectric 
power station a power station producing 
electricity by water power 
hydroelectricity /.haidrouilek'trisiti/ 
noun electricity from water power 
hydrofoil /'haidroufoil/ noun a type of 
boat which skims fast over the surface of the 
water 

hydrogen /'haidrod 3 on/ noun a common 
gas which combines with oxygen to form 
water 

hyena /hai'iino/ noun an African animal 
like a large wild dog 

(D hygiene /'haid 3 i:n/ noun the science of 
being and keeping things clean 
hygienic /hai'd 3 i:mk/ adj clean and free 
of germs 


hypnotise 

hymn /him/ noun a religious song, usually 
sung in church 

hype /haip/ noun an excessive claim in ad¬ 
vertising O No one really believes all the 
hype surrounding the pop group. O There 
was a lot of hype about the festival and in the 
end it turned out to be very small. Synonym 
publicity ■ verb to make excessive claims in 
publicity O The show was hyped (up) in all 
the newspapers. Synonym publicise 
hyper- /haipo/ prefix higher, or to a greater 
degree 

hyperactive /.haipor'cektiv/ adj very 
active 

hyperbole /hai'p3:boli/ noun an exagger¬ 
ated statement. Synonym exaggeration. 
Antonym understatement 
hyperlink /'haipolirjk/ noun a link in 
hypertext 

hypermarket /'haipomaikit/ noun a very 
large supermarket, usually on the outskirts of 
a large town 

hypersensitive ^haipo'sensotiv/ adj 1. 
very easily upset or insulted 2. having a 
strong physical reaction to a drug or other 
substance 

hypertension /.haipo'tenjon/ noun high 
blood pressure; a condition where the pres¬ 
sure of the blood in the arteries is too high 
hypertext /'haipotekst/ noun a system of 
storing computer files that gives the user di¬ 
rect access to related electronic information 
hyperventilate /harps'ventileit/ verb to 
breathe so fast or deeply that you start to feel 
dizzy 

<D hyphen /'haif(o)n/ noun a printing sign 
(-) used to show that two words are joined or 
that a word has been split 
hyphenate /'haifoneit/ verb to put a 
hyphen between two words; to divide a long 
word into two parts with a hyphen, or to 
show that a word has been split at the end of 
a line 

hyphenated /'haifoneitid/ adj (of a 
word) spelled with one or more hyphens 
hyphenation ^haifs'neiJXsjn/ noun the 
act of putting hyphens between words or be¬ 
tween parts of a word 

hypnosis /hip'nsusis/ noun a state like 
sleep, but caused artificially, where the pa¬ 
tient can remember forgotten events in the 
past or will do whatever the hypnotist tells 
him or her to do 

hypnotherapy /.hipnou'Beropi/ noun the 
treatment of a patient by hypnosis 
hypnotic /hip 1 not ik/ adj referring to hyp¬ 
notism O Hypnotic treatment can be success¬ 
ful for deeply traumatised patients. 
hypnotise /'hipnotaiz/, hypnotize verb 
to make someone go into a state where he or 


hypnotism 

she appears to be asleep and will do anything 
the hypnotist suggests. Synonym fascinate 
hypnotism / l hipn9tiz(o)m/ noun the act 
of hypnotising people 

hypnotist /'hipnotist/ noun a person who 
practises hypnosis 

hypoallergenic /.haipouolo^emk/ adj 
unlikely to start off an allergic reaction 
hypochondriac /.haipou'kondriaek/ noun 
a person who is always worried about his or 
her health 

hypocrisy /hi'pokrisi/ noun pretending to 
be what you are not. Synonym insincerity. 
Antonym sincerity 

hypocrite /'hipokrit/ noun a person who 
says one thing and acts in a different way 
hypocritical /(hips'kntikfa)!/ adj refer¬ 
ring to hypocrisy. Synonym insincere. Ant¬ 
onym genuine 

hypodermic needle /.haipodaimik 
'ni:d(o)l/, hypodermic syringe /.haipo- 
d3imik si'rin3/ noun a needle or syringe for 
injecting liquid under the skin 
hypotenuse /hai'pDtonjuiz/ noun the 
long side of a right-angled triangle 
hypothermia /.haipou'Gaimio/ noun a 
state where the temperature of the body is 
dangerously low 


hysterics 

(D hypothesis /hai'poGosis/ noun some¬ 
thing which is probably true, though it cannot 
be proved (NOTE: The plural is hypotheses 
/hai'poGosiiz/.) 

hypothetical /.haipo'Getik^)!/ adj sug¬ 
gested as possible, but not an actual 
happening 

hysterectomy /.histo'rektomi/ noun the 
surgical removal of a woman’s womb, either 
to treat cancer or because of some other 
problem 

hysteria /hi'stiorio/ noun a neurotic state, 
where the patient is in a fit of panic or excite¬ 
ment. Antonym calm □ mass hysteria ner¬ 
vous excitement which affects crowds of 
people at the same time o Amid scenes of 
mass hysteria the pop group came onto the 
stage. 

hysterical /hi'sterik(3)l/ adj 1. referring 
to hysteria O He burst into hysterical laugh¬ 
ter. O Hysterical fans tried to climb onto the 
stage. 2. very funny O The video of the wed¬ 
ding was hysterical. 

hysterically /hi'sterikli/ adv in a hysteri¬ 
cal way 

hysterics /hi'steriks/ plural noun 1. an at¬ 
tack of hysteria O He went into hysterics 
when he saw his daughter covered in blood. 
2. laughter which you cannot control O The 
children were in hysterics as they watched 
the clown tearing up pieces of paper. 
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i /ai/, I noun the ninth letter of the alphabet, 
between H and J □ to dot one’s i’s and cross 
one’s t’s to be very careful to get the final de¬ 
tails right 

( 1 ) I 1 /ai/ pron used by a speaker when talking 
about himself or herself O She said, 7 can do 
it ’, and she did it. O He told me I could go 
home early. O She and I come from the same 
town. O I said I was going to be late. (NOTE: 
When it is the object of a verb, I becomes 
me: / gave it to him - he gave it to me ; / hit 
him - he hit me. When it follows the verb 
be, I usually becomes me: Who is it? - It’s 
me!) 

(D I 2 /ai/ noun the Roman numeral for one or 
first O King Charles I 

ibid /'ibid/ adv used in references to mean 
‘from the text previously referred to’ 
ibis /'aibis/ noun a tropical water bird with 
long legs and a curved bill 
<D ice /ais/ noun 1. water which is frozen 
and has become solid O When water freezes, 
it turns into ice. O Would you like ice in your 
drink? (NOTE: no plural: some ice, a lump of 
ice) □ her hands are like ice her hands are 
very cold, t dry ice 2. □ to break the ice to 
make people feel more relaxed O The party 
started quietly, but a few games soon broke 
the ice. □ to keep or put something on ice to 
not do anything about something for the mo¬ 
ment 3. an ice cream O We had ices during 
the interval. O Two coffee ices, please. ■ 
verb to put a layer of icing on a cake, t iced 
iceberg /'aisb3ig/ noun a huge block of ice 
floating on the sea □ the tip of the iceberg a 
small noticeable pail: of something much big¬ 
ger, especially something unpleasant that is 
mostly hidden O These errors in the accounts 
were just the tip of the iceberg - the staff had 
been stealing money and stock for years. 
icebox /'aisboks/ noun 1 . a box containing 
ice to keep food or drink cool O We took the 
drinks to the picnic in an icebox. 2. US same 
as refrigerator (dated) 
ice-breaker /'ais ,breik9/ noun 1. a spe¬ 
cially strengthened boat used to break up ice 
in the sea 2. a game at the start of a 
party or other event with a lot of people, to 
help everyone to get to know one another 


ice cap /ais kasp/ noun a thick layer of ice 
and snow that never melts, such as at the 
North and South Poles or on the top of some 
high mountains 

ice-cold /ais kould/ adj extremely cold 
<D ice cream /ais 'kriim/ noun a frozen 
dessert made from cream and flavouring such 
as fruit 

ice cream cone /ais 'kriim koun/ noun a 
hollow cone of biscuit, inside which ice 
cream is served. Also called ice cream 
cornet 

ice cream soda /,ais kriim 'soudo/ noun 

a sweet fizzy drink mixed with ice cream 

ice cube /'ais kjuib/ noun a little block of 

ice, used to cool a drink 

iced /aist/ adj cold; with ice in it 

ice floe /'ais flou/ noun a thick sheet of ice 

floating on the sea 

ice hockey /'ais ,hoki/ noun a form of 
hockey played on ice using a hard rubber disc 
called a puck (NOTE: The US term is 

hockey.) 

ice lolly /'ais ,lDli/ noun a mixture of water 
and flavouring, frozen until solid with a stick 
in it (NOTE: The plural is ice lollies. The US 
term is popsicle.) 

ice pack /'ais paek/ noun a bag of ice 
placed on your forehead to cure a headache, 
etc. 

ice rink /'ais rigk/ noun a special area for 
ice skating, or for playing ice hockey, etc. 
ice skate /'ais skeit/ noun a boot with a 
steel blade fitted to the bottom for skating on 
ice ■ verb to glide over ice on ice skates 
ice skating /'ais ,skeitir)/ noun the activ¬ 
ity of skating on ice, as opposed to roller 
skating 

(§> ice up /,ais '\pl verb to become covered 
with ice 

icicle /'aisik(o)l/ noun a long piece of ice 

hanging from a roof, etc., formed by water 

dripping in freezing weather 

icily /'aisili/ adv in a cold and unfriendly 

way 

(D icing /'aisig/ noun a covering of sugar 
and flavouring, spread over a cake or biscuits 
<D icon /'aikon/ noun 1. a little picture used 
as a symbol on a computer screen o Click 


iconoclast 
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twice on the icon of a key to enter the pro¬ 
gram. O To print your text, point your cursor 
at the printer icon and click twice. 2. a pic¬ 
ture of Christ or a saint in the Eastern Chris¬ 
tian church O There is an exhibition of 
Russian icons in the British Museum. O The 
icon of the Virgin Maty is carried in proces¬ 
sion round the church. 3. a person who is ad¬ 
mired as a good example of a certain type O 
She has become something of a feminist icon. 
iconoclast /ai'konoklaest/ noun a person 
who goes against a tradition that many peo¬ 
ple believe in. Synonym revolutionary. Ant¬ 
onym conservative 

icy /'aisi/ adj 1. covered with ice o Be care¬ 
ful, the pavement is icy. 2. very cold, like ice 
O Icy rain fell as we started our walk. 3. veiy 
cold or unwelcoming O The police commis¬ 
sioner received an icy reception at the meet¬ 
ing. (NOTE: icier - iciest) 

I'd /aid/ short form I would, I did 
ID card /'ai 'di: ka:d/ noun an identity 
card; a card which shows a photograph of the 
holder, with their name, date of birth and 
other details, carried by citizens of a country 
or members of a group to prove who they are. 
Also called identity card 
(D idea /ai'dio/ noun 1. something which 
you think of □ to have an idea that to think 
that O I have an idea that the buses don’t run 
on Sundays. □ to have no idea, not to have 
the faintest idea not to know o Where’s 
your brother? - I’ve no idea or I haven’t the 
faintest idea. O I had no idea it was as late as 
that. 2. a plan which you make in your mind 
O Some of his ideas were really original. O 
I’ve had an idea - let’s all go for a picnic! O 
That’s a good idea! 

(D ideal /ai'diol/ noun the highest point of 
perfection, which people try to reach O My 
ideal would be to work hard and get rich. □ 
man or woman of ideals a person who has 
standards of perfection ■ adj perfect; ex¬ 
tremely suitable O This is the ideal site for a 
factory. O The cottage is an ideal place for 
birdwatching. 

idealisation /ai.diolai'zeiJXoJn/, ideal¬ 
ization noun the process of making someone 
seem perfect in your mind 
idealise /ai'diolaiz/, idealize verb to make 
someone or something seem perfect 
idealism /ai'dioliz(o)m/ noun aiming at 
achieving an ideal 

idealist /ai'diolist/ noun 1. a person who 
aims at achieving an ideal O She’s an 
idealist, and is upset when anyone suggests a 
solution which is less than perfect. 2. an 
impractical person O He’s too much of an 
idealist to be a government minister. 
idealistic /ai.dio'listik/ adj aiming at an 
ideal; too perfect 


<D ideally /ai'dioli/ adv 1 . in an ideal way o 
She is ideally suited to the job of chef. 2. if 
everything were perfect O Ideally, I’d take 
three weeks holiday, but there’s too much 
work at the office. 

identical /ai'dentik(o)l/ adj exactly the 
same O The twins wore identical clothes for 
the party. O Their political opinions are iden¬ 
tical. Antonym different □ identical to ex¬ 
actly the same as O Her political opinions 
are identical to mine. 

identically /ai'dentikli/ adv in exactly the 
same way 

identical twins /ai'dentik(o)l twinz/ plu¬ 
ral noun twins who look exactly alike, be¬ 
cause they developed from the same egg. 
Compare fraternal twins 
identifiable /ai'dentifaiob(9)l/ adj which 
can be identified 

identification /aTdentifi'keiJXo)!!/ noun 
1. the act of saying who someone is by giving 
their name, personal details, etc. O The for¬ 
mal identification of the body was made by 
the victim’s sister. 2. a document which 
shows who someone is O The bank manager 
asked him for identification. 

(J) identify /ai'dentifai/ verb 1. to say who 
someone is or what something is O Can you 
identify what sort of rock this is? O She was 
able to identify her attacker. 2. to state that 
something belongs to you O Each person was 
asked to identify his or her baggage. 3. □ to 
identify with someone or something to have 
the same feelings as someone, or to have a 
feeling of sympathy for someone or some¬ 
thing O I can identify with the heroine who 
spends her life trapped in a small rural town. 
® identity /ai'dentiti/ noun someone’s 
name, personal details, etc. O He changed his 
identity when he went to work for the secret 
services. (NOTE: The plural is identities.) 
identity card /ai'dentiti ka:d/ noun a 
card which shows a photograph of the holder, 
with the name, date of birth and other details, 
carried by citizens of a country or members 
of a group to prove who they are. Synonym 
ID card 

ideological /,aidio'lDd 3 ik(o)l/ adj refer¬ 
ring to ideology 

(D ideology /,aidi'Dlsd 3 i/ noun a theory of 
life based not on religious belief, but on po¬ 
litical or economic philosophy (NOTE: The 

plural is ideologies.) 

idiocy /'idiosi/ noun total stupidity 
( offensive) 

(D idiom /'idiom/ noun 1. an expression 
which means something different as a whole 
from what the individual parts of it usually 
mean O ‘It’s raining cats and dogs ’ is an id¬ 
iom meaning ‘it is raining hard’. 2. a charac¬ 
teristic way of speaking or of writing O ‘How 
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now, what news? ’ was a common greeting in 
the idiom of Shakespeare’s England. 
idiomatic /jdis'ma^tik/ adj referring to a 
natural colloquial way of speaking a 
language 

idiosyncrasy /^dioo'sirjkrosi/ noun a 
particularly odd way of behaving. Synonym 
quirk (NOTE: The plural is ideosyn- 
crasies.) 

idiosyncratic /pdiousirj'kraetik/ adj odd 
or peculiar; particular to one person. Syn¬ 
onym characteristic 

® idiot /'idiot/ noun 1. a person who be¬ 
haves in a stupid way ( insult) 2. a person 
with low intelligence ( dated offensive) 
idiotic /.idi'Dtik/ adj stupid 
idle /'aid(o)l/ adj 1. lazy o He’s the idlest 
man I know - he never does any work at all. 
2. not working O The machines stood idle 
during the strike. O 2,000 employees were 
made idle by the recession. (NOTE: idler — 
idlest. Do not confuse with idol.) ■ verb (of 
a machine) to run at a low speed o He 
waited for her in the car with the engine 
idling. 

idly /'aidli/ adv 1. lazily O He sat idly turn¬ 
ing over the pages of the magazine. 2. with¬ 
out being involved O You can’t stand idly by 
and watch him making a mess of his life. 
idol /'aid(o)l/ noun 1. the statue of a god 
which is worshipped O The tribesmen danced 
in front of their idols. 2. a star performer who 
is worshipped by fans O The England captain 
is many boys’ footballing idol. 3. a favourite 
person O My cousin Jimmy was my great idol 
when I was small. (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with idle.) 

idolatry /ai'dolotri/ noun the practice of 
worshipping idols 

idolise /'aidolaiz/, idolize verb to admire 
someone very much. Synonym worship. 
Antonym disdain 

idyll /'id(o)l/ noun a scene of peace and 
happiness in the country ( literary ) 
idyllic /I'dilik/ adj happy and pleasant in a 
romantic way 

(D if /if/ conj 1. showing what might happen 
O If he’s going to be late, he should send me 
a text to warn me. O If it freezes tonight, the 
paths will be slippery tomorrow. O If I’m in 
London, I’ll come and see you. O If he had 
told me you were ill, I’d have come to see you 
in hospital. O If I won the lottery, I would 
take a long holiday. 2. asking questions O Do 
you know if the plane is late? O I was won¬ 
dering if you would like to have some tea. 3. 
although O He is nice, if rather lazy. ■ noun 
a question which is not certain O He ’ll catch 
the plane if he gets up in time - and that’s a 
very big if! 

iffy /'ifi/ adj doubtful, not at all certain 


illegitimate 

if only /if 'ounli/ interj showing regret 
igloo /'iglu:/ noun a dome-shaped shelter 
built out of blocks of snow 
igneous rock /,ignios 'rok/ noun a rock 
originally formed from lava 
ignite /ig'nait/ verb 1. to light; to set fire to 
O The teacher showed us how to ignite the 
Bunsen burner. 2. to catch fire O There was a 
loud explosion as the gas ignited. 
ignition /ig'mJ(o)n/ noun (in a car) the 
process which starts the burning of the com¬ 
pressed air-fuel mixture (NOTE: no plural) 
ignition key /ig'mJ(o)n ki:/ noun a key 
used to switch on the ignition 
ignominious /.igno'minios/ adj shameful 
(formal). Synonym humiliating 
ignominy /'ignomini/ noun disgrace (for¬ 
mal). Synonym humiliation 
ignorance /'ignorons/ noun a state of not 
knowing □ to keep someone in ignorance of 
something not to tell someone about some¬ 
thing O The soldiers were deliberately kept in 
ignorance of the dangers facing them. 
ignorant /'ignorant/ adj 1 . not knowing 
anything 2. stupid 

® ignore /ig'no:/ verb not to notice some¬ 
one or something on purpose O She ignored 
the red light and just drove straight through. 
O When we met he just ignored me. Antonym 

notice 

iguana /ig'wains/ noun a large type of 
plant-eating lizard 
I’ll /ail/ short form I will 
(D ill adjhV sick; not well O Stress can make 
you ill. O If you ’re feeling ill you ought to see 
a doctor. □ to fall ill to become ill O She fell 
seriously ill and we thought she was going to 
die. □ to be taken ill to become ill suddenly 
O He was taken ill while on holiday in 
Greece. ■ adv not sufficiently or very well o 
He was ill prepared for the journey. □ ill at 
ease embarrassed, not comfortable O She 
seemed ill at ease when we started talking 
about the missing money. O He felt ill at ease 
in his new suit. 

ill-advised /,il od'vaizd/ adj not sensible, 
or not a good idea. Synonym foolish 
ill-conceived /il kon'siivd/ adj foolish or 
badly planned 

illegal /i'li:g(o)l/ adj against the law o It is 
illegal to serve alcohol to people under 16. 
illegal immigrant /i,li:g(9)l imigront/ 
noun a person who has entered a country ille¬ 
gally and wants to settle there 
illegality /,ili:'geeliti/ noun the quality of 
being illegal 

illegally /I'liigoli/ adv against the law 
illegible /i'led 3 ib(o)l/ adj (of writing) 
which cannot be read. Antonym legible 
illegitimate /^li'dsitimot/ adj 1 . bom to 
parents who are not married to each other O 


ill-equipped 

He failed in his attempt to hide his illegiti¬ 
mate child from the press. 2. forbidden by 
certain rules; against the law O We should all 
be concerned at the illegitimate use of cer¬ 
tain prescription drugs. O The government is 
cracking down on the illegitimate ownership 
offirearms. 

ill-equipped /il I'kwipt/ adj not having 
the right equipment or preparation 
ill-fated /,il 'feitid/ adj unlucky and bound 
to fail. Synonym doomed 
ill-fitting /il 'fitir)/ adj which fits badly 
ill-gotten gains /,il gotn 'geinz/ plural 
noun money made illegally or dishonestly 
(humorous) o Thinking of them sitting there 
with their ill-gotten gains makes me envious. 
ill health /il 'hel0/ noun the state of not be¬ 
ing well 

illicit /ilisit/ adj against the law; not legal. 
Synonym illegal (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

elicit.) 

ill-informed /il in'foimd/ adj having a lack 
of knowledge in a particular area 
illiteracy /i'lit(3)rosi/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing unable to read or write 
illiterate /i'lit(3)rat/ adj not able to read or 
write O With so few schools or teachers it is 
hardly surprising so many children are illit¬ 
erate. ■ noun a person who cannot read or 
write (offensive) 

ill-mannered /il True nod/ adj rude 
@ illness /'linos/ noun a medical condition 
which makes you unwell O She developed a 
serious illness. O A lot of the staff are absent 
because of illness. (NOTE: The plural is ill¬ 
nesses.) 

illogical /i'k>d3ik(3)l/ adj not sensible; not 
reasonable 

illogicality /ijDc^i'kaeliti/ noun the qual¬ 
ity of being illogical 

ill-treat /,il 1 triit/ verb to treat animals, 
children, etc. badly. Synonym abuse. Ant¬ 
onym look after 

illuminate /I'luimineit/ verb 1. to make 
something bright with lights O The pitch was 
illuminated by giant floodlights. O The town 
looked magical, illuminated with strings of 
lights along the edge of the sea. 2. to explain 
something to make it clearer O His talk illu¬ 
minated several points which I hadn't under¬ 
stood before. 3. to draw coloured pictures in 
a manuscript O The manuscript was illumi¬ 
nated with pictures from the Bible. 
illuminated /I'luimineitid/ adj 1. lit up 
with bright lights O a brightly illuminated 
football pitch 2. with small coloured illustra¬ 
tions O The library has several illuminated 
manuscripts of the twelfth century. 
illuminating /I'luimineitir)/ adj interest¬ 
ing and educational, particularly in the case 
of something that explains or emphasises 
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facts that were previously difficult to 
understand 

illumination /i.luimi'neijb)!!/ noun 1. 
the state of being brightly lit, or the act of 
lighting something brightly 2. the action of 
giving information about something O I 
turned to the encyclopaedia for illumination. 
3. a coloured illustration in a manuscript O 
The chapter illuminations are real works of 
art. 

illusion /i'lu: 3 (o)n/ noun an impression 
which is not true □ to have no illusions 
about something to know the real unpleas¬ 
ant facts about something, rather than having 
fantasies about it O She has no illusions 
about her abilities. □ to be under the illu¬ 
sion that to think that something is true when 
it is not O He seems to be under the illusion 
that he is indispensable. 
illusory /I'lutsori/ adj not real; which is an 
illusion. Synonym deceptive 
® illustrate /'ilostreit/ verb 1. to put pic¬ 
tures into a book O The book is illustrated 
with colour photographs of birds. 2. to show 
examples of something O The article illus¬ 
trates his views on the way the company 
should develop. 3. to be an example of O This 
poem illustrates the sort of style I prefer. 

(D illustration /.ib'streiJXo)!!/ noun 1. a 
picture in a book O The book has 25 colour 
illustrations. 2. an example O His daughter’s 
birthday party is a good illustration of the 
way he likes to spend money. 
illustrative /'ibstrotiv, I'Lvstrotiv/ adj 
which illustrates; which is an example. Syn¬ 
onym descriptive 

illustrator /'ibstreito/ noun a person who 
draws the pictures for a book 
illustrious /I'lAStrbs/ adj very famous 
(formal). Synonym distinguished 
ill will /il 'wil/ noun dislike and unpleasant¬ 
ness towards someone 
I’m/aim/ short form I am 
(D image /'imid 3 / noun 1. a portrait or pic¬ 
ture of someone or something O I want the 
portrait to be a faithful image of my mother. 
2. the idea which other people have of a per¬ 
son or of an organisation O In an attempt to 
change his image he bought a lot of trendy 
clothes. O They are spending a lot of adver¬ 
tising money to improve the company’s im¬ 
age. 3. a picture produced by a lens, mirror or 
computer O The mirror throws an image onto 
the paper. O Can this software handle images 
in that format? O Can you adjust the projec¬ 
tor? The image on the screen is out of focus. 

(D imagery /'imid39ri/ noun the use of 
comparisons or symbols in writing as a way 
of making people imagine things 
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imaginable 

imaginable /i'm£ed3in3b(3)l/ adj which 
you can imagine. Synonym conceivable. 
Antonym unimaginable 
imaginary /i'maed3in(9)ri/ adj false; not 
real. Synonym fantasy 
d> imagination /^maedsi'neiJXaJn/ noun 
the ability to picture things in your mind O 
She let her imagination run riot in her stories 
for children. □ to use your imagination to 
imagine what is possible O Try and use your 
imagination - think of the money we could 
make. □ to let your imagination get the 
better of or run away with you to think 
things are possible when they are not O He 
let his imagination get the better of him and 
saw himself as a future Prime Minister. 
imaginative /i'maed3in3tiv/ adj having or 
showing a lot of imagination. Synonym 
creative 

imaginatively /i'm£ed3in9trvli/ adv in an 
imaginative way 

<D imagine /i'm£ed 3 in/ verb to picture 
something in your mind O Imagine yourself 
sitting on a beach in the hot sun. O She 
thought she had heard footsteps, and then de¬ 
cided she had imagined it. 
imaging /'imid 3 ir)/ noun a technique for 
creating pictures using scamiers attached to 
computers 

imam /I'maim/ noun a Muslim religious 
leader 

imbalance /im'baetens/ noun a lack of 
balance. Synonym inequity 
imbecile /'imbosiil/ noun 1. a person who 
behaves in a stupid way ( insult ) O You imbe¬ 
cile, you threw the envelope with the cheque 
in it into the rubbish! 2. a person with low in¬ 
telligence ( dated offensive) 
imbibe /im'baib/ verb to drink ( formal or 
humorous) 

imbue /im'bju:/ verb to fill someone with a 
feeling 

imitate /'imiteit/ verb to copy something 
or someone; to do as someone does 
imitation /,imi'teij(3)n/ noun 1. the act of 
imitating O She does a vety good imitation of 
the Queen. 2. a copy made of something □ 
beware of imitations be careful not to buy 
low quality goods which are made to look 
like other more expensive items ■ adj cop¬ 
ied; not genuine O It’s not real leather, just 
imitation. O The bag is made of imitation 
leather. Synonym mock 
immaculate A'msekjubt/ adj 1. ex¬ 
tremely clean or tidy o The car looked abso¬ 
lutely immaculate - there wasn’t a spot of 
dirt on it. O The nurses all wore immaculate 
white uniforms. O The last house we visited 
was in immaculate condition, while all the 
others needed a lot of repairs. 2. perfect; 
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with no errors O She did an immaculate driv¬ 
ing test. 

immaculately /I'maekjubtli/ adv 1. ex¬ 
tremely tidily O It suddenly started to rain, 
and the immaculately dressed guests had to 
run from the garden into the house. 2. per¬ 
fectly O She danced her solo immaculately. 
immaterial /.imo'tiorbl/ adj not relevant. 
Synonym irrelevant. Antonym relevant 
immature /.imo'tjuo/ adj 1. not mature; 
still developing O Two immature swans fol¬ 
lowed their parents across the lake. 2. not 
sensible; not adult O I wish she would grow 
up and stop being so immature! 

immeasurable /i'me3(a)r3b(3)l/ adj too 
enormous to be measured 
immediacy /fmiidbsi/ noun the quality 
of being immediately present 
(D immediate /I'miidbt/ adj 1. very soon 
O He wrote an immediate letter of complaint. 
O You didn ’t expect an immediate reply, did 
you? O Your order will receive immediate at¬ 
tention. 2. closest, or right next to you O He 
had to share his programme with his immedi¬ 
ate neighbour. 

(D immediately /'I'miidiotli/ adv very 
soon afterwards O He got my letter, and 
wrote back immediately. O As soon as he 
heard the news he immediately phoned his 
wife. 

immense /I'mens/ adj very big; enormous. 
Synonym huge. Antonym tiny 
immensely /fmensli/ adv very much. 
Synonym hugely 

immensity /fmensiti/ noun a huge size 
(NOTE: no plural) 

immerse /I'm3:s/ verb 1. to plunge some¬ 
thing in a liquid O To sterilise the bottle, im¬ 
merse in water and boil for four minutes. O 
He lowered the box into the water until it was 
completely immersed. 2. □ to immerse your¬ 
self in something to concentrate on, or get 
fully involved in, something O He immersed 
himself in the study of Latin literature. 
immersed /I'm3:st/ adj □ immersed in 
fully involved in O The whole family is im¬ 
mersed in politics. O He’s immersed in his 
job. 

immersion /i'm3:J(3)n/ noun 1. the action 
of plunging something into a liquid O Total 
immersion in the acid bath will remove all 
traces of paint. 2. □ immersion, immersion 
heater a heater inside a water tank o If you 
want a bath you ’ll have to switch the immer¬ 
sion on. 

immigrant /'imigront/ noun a person who 
comes to a country to live. Synonym settler. 
Antonym emigrant 

immigrate /'imigreit/ verb to come to live 
in a new country. Synonym settle. Antonym 
emigrate 
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immigration 

immigration /.imi'greiJOjn/ noun 1. the 
process of settling in a new country O The 
government is encouraging immigration be¬ 
cause of the shortage of workers in key in¬ 
dustries. 2. □ Immigration the section of an 
airport where new arrivals have to show their 
passports O He was stopped at Immigration. 
O You will need to show these documents 
when you go through Immigration. Compare 
emigration 

immigration controls / l imi l greij'0)n 
kon'trouls/ plural noun restrictions placed 
by a country on the numbers of immigrants 
who can come into the country 
imminence /'iminons/ noun the state of 
being about to happen 

imminent /'iminont/ adj which is about to 
happen. Synonym impending 
immobile /I'moubail/ adj not moving; not 
able to move 

immobilise /I'moubilaiz/, immobilize 

verb to stop something moving. Synonym 

restrain 

immobility /imo'biliti/ noun the state of 
not moving. Antonym mobility 
immobiliser /I'moubilaizo/ noun an elec¬ 
tronic device that prevents a vehicle from be¬ 
ing stolen by stopping the engine from 
working 

immoral /i 1 moral/ adj not following the 
usual principles of good behaviour 
immortal /i'mD:t(a)l/ adj 1 . who never 
dies O Roman emperors were believed to 
be immortal. 2. very famous; which will 
always be remembered O that immortal line 
from ‘Casablanca ‘play it again, Sam ’ O 
And now, another song from the immortal 
Frank Sinatra. ■ noun a famous person who 
will always be remembered O W.G. Grace, 
and other cricket immortals 
immortalise /i'mD:t(a)laiz/, immortalize 
verb to make someone or something be 
remembered for ever. Synonym com¬ 
memorate 

immortality /.imoi'tasliti/ noun the state 
of being immortal 

immovable /i'mu:vab(a)l/ adj which can¬ 
not be moved 

immune /i'mjuin/ adj 1. protected against 
infection O I seem to be immune to colds -1 
just never have any. O This injection should 
make you immune to yellow fever. 2. legally 
protected against, or not liable to something 
O She believed she would be immune from 
prosecution. (NOTE: You are immune to a 
disease, and from prosecution.) 
immune system /i'mju:n .sistom/ noun 
a complex network of cells which protects 
the body from disease 

immunisation / 1 imjunai l zeij'0)n/, im¬ 
munization noun injections, etc., to make a 
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person immune to a disease. Synonym 

vaccination 

immunise /'imjunaiz/, immunize verb to 
give someone immunity to a disease (NOTE: 
You immunise someone against a dis¬ 
ease.) 

(D immunity /I'mjuimti/ noun 1. the abil¬ 
ity to resist attacks of a disease because of 
antibodies produced in your body O The in¬ 
jection will give immunity to malaria for six 
months. 2. □ immunity from or against ar¬ 
rest protection against being arrested O 
When he offered to give information to the 
police, he was granted immunity from 
prosecution. 

immutable /i'mju:t3b(3)l/ adj which can¬ 
not be changed, or which does not change 
(formal). Antonym mercurial 
imp /imp/ noun 1 . a naughty child o The lit¬ 
tle imp - he’s put glue on my chair! 2. a small 
devil O When you go into the cathedral, look 
out for the little imp carved high up near the 
choir. 

(D impact noun /'impaskt/ 1. a forceful ef¬ 
fect O The TV documentary had an strong 
impact on the viewers. 2. a forceful bump O 
The car was totally crushed by the impact of 
the collision. □ on impact as soon as it hit O 
The plane burst into flames on impact with 
the ground. ■ verb /im'paekt/ □ to impact 
on something to have a strong effect on 
something O The fall in the value of the cur¬ 
rency will impact strongly on the stock 
market. 

impair /im'peo/ verb to damage something 
so that it does not work properly 
impaired /im'peod/ adj damaged or not 
very good, either temporarily or permanently 
impairment /im'peomont/ noun damage 
to or poor functioning of something, particu¬ 
larly a physical or mental ability 
impale /im'peil/ verb to jab a sharp object 
through the body. Synonym spear 
impart /im'pait/ verb to pass on informa¬ 
tion; to communicate something to someone 
O The news imparted a sense of excitement to 
the meeting. 

impartial /im'pa:J(9)l/ adj not biased 
impartiality /im.paiJTzeliti/ noun the state 
of being impartial. Synonym neutrality. 
Antonym bias 

impassable /im'pa:s9b(o)l/ adj which 
you cannot go through or across 
impasse /aem'pais/ noun a state where 
two sides cannot agree 
impassioned /im'paej(9)nd/ adj showing 
very deep feelings. Synonym emotional. 
Antonym impassive 

impassive /im'passiv/ adj showing no ex¬ 
pression of feelings 
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impassively 

impassively /im'passivli/ adv in an im¬ 
passive way 

impatience /im'peij(3)ns/ noun a lack of 
patience 

impatient /im'peiJXo)nt/ adj unable to 
wait for something; always in a hurry to do 
something O We were all impatient for the 
film to start. O He ’s very impatient with any¬ 
one who works slowly. 

impatiently /im'peiJ(o)ntli/ adv in a hur¬ 
ried way; not patiently 
impeccable /im'pekob(3)l/ adj perfect. 
Antonym flawed 

impecunious /.impi'kjuinios/ adj poor; 
not having any money (formal). Antonym 

wealthy 

impede /im'piid/ verb to stop someone or 
something going forwards. Antonym 

facilitate 

impediment /im'pedimont/ noun an ob¬ 
stacle; a situation which stops something 
happening O Is there any just impediment 
why these two people should not be joined to¬ 
gether in matrimony? O He finds that not 
having a car is no impediment to his job as a 
salesman. 

impel /im'pel/ verb to force someone to do 
something ( formal ) (NOTE: impelling - 
impelled) 

impending /im'pendir)/ adj which will 
happen soon. Synonym imminent. Antonym 
far-off 

impenetrable /rni'penitrobfe)!/ adj 
which you cannot go through or into, or see 
through 

imperative /im'perotiv/ adj urgent; which 
has to be done O It is imperative that a reply 
be given immediately. ■ noun 1. a thing 
which has to be done O Profitability is an im¬ 
perative with most companies. 2. (in gram¬ 
mar) the form of a verb when used as a 
command O ‘Come here! ’ is an example of a 
verb used in the imperative. 

imperceptible /.imps' sept ib(o)l/ adj 
which you cannot notice. Antonym obvious 
imperceptibly /.imps'septibli/ adv in a 
way which is impossible to notice. Synonym 
slightly. Antonym obviously 
imperfect /im'p3:fikt/ adj not perfect 
or not complete O It’s an imperfect world 
we live in. O We only have an imperfect 
understanding of the origins of the universe. 
Synonym faulty ■ noun (in grammar) the 
form of a verb which shows that some¬ 
thing was not finished in the past O ‘He 
was cycling’ is the imperfect past of ‘to 
cycle ’. 

imperfection /.imps'fekjsn/ noun a fault 
or flaw 

imperial /im'pisrisl/ adj referring to an 
empire O the power of imperial Rome O Im- 


impetus 

perial Russia ended with the Russian 
Revolution. 

imperialism /im'pisrisliz(s)m/ noun 1. 
(often as a criticism) the idea or practice 
of having an empire formed of colonies 
2. control of other countries as if they 
were part of an empire O Multinational 
businesses are accused of economic impe¬ 
rialism. (NOTE: [all senses] no plural) 
imperialist /im'pisrislist/ adj referring 
to imperialism O They were criticised for 
their imperialist attitude towards neigh¬ 
bouring countries. ■ noun a person who 
builds or favours empires and imperialism 
O The nineteenth century Russian tsars 
were imperialists. 

imperil /im'perol/ verb to put someone 
or something in danger (formal). Synonym 
endanger. Antonym protect (NOTE: imper¬ 
illing - imperilled. The US spelling is im¬ 
periling - imperiled.) 
imperious /im'piorios/ adj like a com¬ 
mander, expecting people to obey. Synonym 
domineering 

impersonal /im'p3:s(9)n(o)l/ adj not per¬ 
sonal; without any personal character O Just 
stick to the facts and keep the interview im¬ 
personal. O The waiting-room was cold and 
impersonal. 

impersonal verb /im'p3:s(9)n9l V3ib/ 
noun a verb used without a subject referring 
to a particular person or thing 
impersonate /im'psisoneit/ verb to dress 
like someone, or to pretend to be that person 
impersonation /im,p3:so'neiJ(o)n/ noun 
the act of impersonating someone 
impertinence /im'psitinons/ noun rude¬ 
ness and lack of respect. Synonym impu¬ 
dence. Antonym respect 
impertinent /im'p3:tinont/ adj rude and 
lacking respect. Synonym impudent. Ant¬ 
onym respectful 

imperturbable /,impo't3:b9b(3)l/ adj 
calm; not flustered. Synonym calm. Ant¬ 
onym excitable 

impervious /im'p3:vios/ adj 1. (of a 
person) not bothered by something o She 
seems quite impervious to the noise of chil¬ 
dren all around her. O Not all author's are as 
impervious to criticism as she is. 2. (of a 
substance) which does not allow liquids to 
go through O These rocks are impervious to 
water. 

impetuous /im'petjuos/ adj acting with¬ 
out thinking, or referring to an action of this 
type. Synonym impulsive. Antonym 
considered 

impetus /'impitos/ noun energy which en¬ 
courages rapid progress forward 
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impinge 

impinge /im'pind 3 / verb □ to impinge on 
something to affect something, usually badly 
( formal) 

impish /'impiJV adj wicked, like a naughty 
imp. Synonym mischievous 
implacable /im'pkekobfo)!/ adj strong; 
which cannot be satisfied or changed. Ant¬ 
onym kind 

implacably /im'plaekobli/ adv in an im¬ 
placable way 

implant noun /'implaint/ a thing which has 
been fixed inside a person’s body O She has 
had silicone breast implants. ■ verb /im- 
'plaint/ 1 . to fix something inside a person’s 
mind very deeply O A love of his native coun¬ 
try was implanted in him from a very early 
age. 2. to fix something inside a person’s 
body O Surgeons implanted a pacemaker in 
his chest. 

implausible /im'pta:zib(3)l/ adj difficult 
or impossible to believe 
(D implement noun /'implimont/ a tool or 
instrument O The plumber brought an imple¬ 
ment for bending pipes. ■ verb /'impli- 
,ment/ to put something into effect o The 
changes must be implemented immediately. 
Synonym carry out 

d> implementation /.implimen'teiJXob/ 
noun the act of putting something into effect 
implicate /'implikeit/ verb □ to implicate 
someone in something to suggest that some¬ 
one is connected with a crime or something 
morally wrong O The documents seemed to 
implicate his boss in the scandal. 
d> implication /.impli'keiJXs)!!/ noun 1 . 
the possible effect of an action O What will 
be the implications of the election results for 
public spending? 2. an involvement with a 
crime or something that is morally wrong O 
The newspaper revealed his implication in 
the affair of the stolen diamonds. 3. a sugges¬ 
tion that something such as a criticism is true 
although it has not been expressed directly O 
I resent the implication that I knew anything 
about the report in advance. 
implicit /im'plisit/ adj 1 . which is not defi¬ 
nitely said, but is suggested O It was implicit 
in his tone of voice that he wasn’t going to 
agree. O Implicit in the inspectors’ report 
was the possibility that the restaurant might 
have to close permanently. 2. complete and 
unquestioning O He has implicit faith in his 
teacher’s advice. 

implicitly /im'plisitli/ adv without asking 
questions 

implied /im'plaid/ adj which has been sug¬ 
gested. Synonym indirect 
implode /im'ploud/ verb to burst inwards 
implore /im'plo:/ verb to ask someone in 
an emotional way to do something (formal). 
Synonym beg 
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(D imply /im'plai/ verb to suggest some¬ 
thing without actually saying it O He implied 
that he knew where the papers had been hid¬ 
den. O The lawyer implied that the witness 
had not in fact seen the accident take place. 
impolite /.impo'lait/ adj rude; not polite. 
Synonym rude. Antonym polite 
import noun /'import/ □ import controls 
rules limiting goods which can be brought 
into a country O Import controls on foreign 
makes of car have been lifted. ■ verb /im- 
'port/ to bring goods into a country O The 
company imports television sets from Japan. 
O This car was imported from France. Ant¬ 
onym export 

(J) importance /im'portns/ noun serious¬ 
ness; a serious effect or influence O Do not 
attach too much importance to what he says. 
O The bank attaches great importance to the 
deal. 

(D important /im'portont/ adj 1. which 
matters very much O It’s important to be in 
time for the interview. O I have to go to Lon¬ 
don for an important meeting. O He left a file 
containing important papers in the taxi. 2. 
(of a person) in a high position o He has an 
important job. O She’s an important govern¬ 
ment official. O He was promoted to a more 
important position. 

importantly /im'portontli/ adv in an im¬ 
portant way O She strutted around impor¬ 
tantly. ■ referring to something that is 
important O He understood the facts, and, 
more importantly for a teacher, he was able 
to explain them. 

importation /.impor'lei^n/ noun 1. the 
act of importing something O The importa¬ 
tion of certain wild animals is prohibited. 2. 
goods imported O Importations from Africa 
are subject to customs checks. 
import duty /'import ,djurti/ noun tax 
paid on goods brought into a country 
importer /im'porto/ noun a person or com¬ 
pany that imports goods. Synonym trader 
import licence /'import ,lais(o)ns/, im¬ 
port permit /'import ,p3rmit/ noun an offi¬ 
cial document which allows goods to be 
imported 

imports /'imports/ plural noun goods 
which are brought into a country for sale 
(D impose /im'pouz/ verb 1. to ask some¬ 
one to pay a fine or tax O The judge imposed 
a fine on the shoplifter. O The government 
imposed a 10% tax increase on electrical 
items. 2. to put something into action O They 
have tried to impose a ban on smoking. 3. □ 
to impose on someone to cause someone 
trouble or inconvenience O I hope it’s not im¬ 
posing on you too much, but I need to have 
the report today. 

(D imposing /im'pouzig/ adj grand or sol¬ 
emn. Synonym impressive 


422 


imposition 

imposition /.imps'zij(3)n/ noun]. the ac¬ 
tion of making people pay a tax or of laying 
down conditions O the imposition of a tax on 
tea 2. an unfair duty or punishment O She felt 
it was something of an imposition. 
impossibility /im.poss'biliti/ noun the 
quality of being impossible. Antonym 
possibility 

(D impossible /im'pDsib(s)l/ adj 1. which 
cannot be done O It’s impossible to do all this 
work in two hours. O Getting skilled staff is 
becoming impossible. 2. (of a person or situ¬ 
ation) awkward and difficult O That child is 
completely impossible. 

impossibly /im'posibli/ adv to such an 
extent that something is impossible 
imposture /im'pDstJs/ noun the act of 
pretending to be someone else (formal). Syn¬ 
onym deception 

impotence /'impst(s)ns/ noun 1. the state 
of being unable to do anything when faced 
with a problem O the impotence of the au¬ 
thorities in the face of widespread looting 2. 
(of a man) the physical inability to have sex¬ 
ual intercourse 

impotent /'imp9t(s)nt/ adj 1. not able to 
do anything O We were impotent in the face 
of the typhoon. 2. (of a man) physically un¬ 
able to have sexual intercourse 
impound /im'paund/ verb to take some¬ 
thing away and keep it until the owner claims 
it. Synonym confiscate 
impoverish /im'pDvsriJV verb to make 
someone or something poor 
impoverished /im'pDvariJt/ adj made 
poor 

impracticable /im'pr2ektik9b(o)l/ adj (of 
a plan or idea) which cannot work o The 
plan was written off as completely 
impracticable. 

impractical /im'praektik(3)l/ adj 1. which 
is not easy to put into practice O It is quite 
impractical to expect three people to move 
all the furniture in two hours. 2. not good at 
doing things with your hands O He’s totally 
impractical - he can’t even change a light 
bulb. 

imprecise /.impri'sais/ adj not precise; 
not accurate. Synonym sketchy. Antonym 
precise 

impregnable /im'pregn3b(9)l/ adj which 
cannot be captured. Antonym vulnerable 
impregnate /'impregneit/ verb 1. to soak 
with something, usually with a liquid O She 
wiped the floor with a cloth impregnated with 
insecticide. 2. (of a male animal) to make a 
female animal pregnant 
impresario /.impra'sairiau/ noun a per¬ 
son who organises concerts, shows and op¬ 
eras (NOTE: The plural is impresarios.) 
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(D impress /im'pres/ verb 1. to make 
someone admire or respect someone or 
something O Her rapid response to the re¬ 
quest impressed her boss. O She was im¬ 
pressed by his skill with the paintbrush. O 
The military government organised the dis¬ 
play to impress the neighbouring states. 2. □ 
to impress something on someone to make 
someone understand something O I must im¬ 
press on you just how urgent this is. 
d) impressed /im'prest/ adj full of 
admiration 

(D impression /im'prej(9)n/ noun 1 . an 
effect on someone’s mind O Blue walls cre¬ 
ate an impression of coldness. O The exhibi¬ 
tion made a strong impression on her. 2. □ to 
be or labour under an impression to have a 
wrong impression; to assume something 
which is not the case O He was labouring un¬ 
der the impression that air fares were 
cheaper in Europe than in the USA. □ to get 
the impression that to sense that; to have a 
feeling that O I got the impression that she 
wanted us to leave. 

impressionable /im'prej(3)n3b(3)l/ adj 
easily influenced by others. Synonym 

susceptible 

Impressionism /im'prej(3)mz(»m/ 
noun a French art movement, where painters 
tried to create an impression of how some¬ 
thing really looked, using light and colour 
but without painting it in exact detail 
Impressionist /im'prej(3)mst/ adj refer¬ 
ring to Impressionism O Renoir and Monet 
were Impressionist painters. O The Impres¬ 
sionist movement flourished in the latter half 
of the 19th century. ■ noun a painter in the 
Impressionist movement O The Impression¬ 
ists worked mainly in Paris in the late nine¬ 
teenth century. 

impressionistic /im,prej(»'nistik/ adj 
1 . giving a general rather than a detailed idea 
of something 2. (of art or music) in, or hav¬ 
ing elements of, the Impressionist style 
(D impressive /im'presiv/ adj which im¬ 
presses people O He had a series of impres¬ 
sive wins in the chess tournament. O The 
government staged an impressive display of 
military hardware. 

impressively /im'presivli/ adv in an im¬ 
pressive way 

imprint noun /'imprint/ 1 . a mark made by 
something pressed down 2. the name and ad¬ 
dress of the publisher or printer, which must 
appear on most printed matter ■ verb /im- 
' print/ to stamp; to mark O The outline of a 
child’s hand was left imprinted on the door. 
O The scene of devastation remained indeli¬ 
bly imprinted on her memory. 
imprison /im'priz(3)n/ verb to put or to 
keep someone in prison. Synonym confine 
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imprisonment /im'priz^nmant/ noun 
the act of putting or keeping someone in 
prison. Synonym custody □ term of im¬ 
prisonment the period of time which a pris¬ 
oner has to spend in prison O He was 
sentenced to the maximum term of 
imprisonment. 

improbable /im'prDb3b(9)l/ adj not prob¬ 
able, not likely. Antonym likely 
impromptu /im'promptju:/ adj done 
without any rehearsal or practice O He gave 
an impromptu interview on his doorstep. 
Synonym unprepared. Antonym prepared 
■ adv without any rehearsal or practice O 
They gave her five minutes ’ notice to speak 
impromptu in front of six hundred delegates. 
improper /im'prnpo/ adj 1. not according 
to the normal rules of society or of an organi¬ 
sation O It was a quite improper use of our 
company name. 2. rude or shocking O The 
old man made some very improper sugges¬ 
tions to the girl. 3. used in a wrong way O 
The improper use of a drug can cause serious 
damage to health. 

improperly /im'prDporli/ adv not done in 
the correct way 

impropriety /.impro'praioti/ noun the 
quality of being socially wrong, or an act 
which is socially wrong 
(2) improve /im'pruiv/ verb 1. to make 
something better O We are trying to improve 
our image with a series of TV commercials. □ 
to improve on something to try to do better 
than something O She tried to improve on her 
previous performance. 2. to get better O The 
general manager has promised that the bus 
service will improve. O It poured down all 
morning, but in the afternoon the weather 
improved a little. 

® improvement /im'pruivmont/ noun 1. 
a process of making something better or be¬ 
coming better O There has been no improve¬ 
ment in the train service since we 
complained. 2. a thing which is better O They 
carried out some improvements to the house. 
O We are planning some home improvements 
such as a new kitchen. O The new software is 
a great improvement on the old version. 
improvisation /.improvai'zeiJXojn/ noun 
the process of making something without any 
proper preparation 

improvise /'improvaiz/ verb 1. to do or to 
make something without any proper planning 
O Without a tent, we improvised a shelter us¬ 
ing leaves and branches. 2. to speak without 
having any text to read from O Having for¬ 
gotten the notes for her speech she had to im¬ 
provise as best as she could. 
impudence /'impjud(9)ns/ noun the qual¬ 
ity of being rude or cheeky. Synonym imper¬ 
tinence. Antonym respect 
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impudent /'impjud(9)nt/ adj rude and 
without showing respect. Synonym bold. 
Antonym respectful 

impulse /'impAls/ noun 1. a sudden feeling 
or decision O He had a sudden impulse to 
take the car and drive to France. □ to do 
something on impulse to do something be¬ 
cause you have just thought of it, not because 
it was planned 2. a shock which makes some¬ 
thing move or work O Electrodes attached to 
his head measure brain impulses. O Neurons 
are cells in the nervous system which trans¬ 
mit nerve impulses. 

impulse buying /'impAls .bang/ noun 
the act of buying goods which you have just 
seen, not because you had planned to buy 
them 

impulsive /im'pAlsiv/ adj acting because 
of a sudden decision, without thinking. Ant¬ 
onym cautious 

impulsively /im'pAlsivli/ adv without 
thinking 

impunity /im'pjuimti/ noun □ with impu¬ 
nity without risk of punishment O No one 
can flout the law with impunity. 
impure /im'pjuo/ adj which is not pure, 
having another substance mixed with it 
impurity /im'pjuoriti/ noun a substance 
which is impure. Antonym purity (NOTE: 
The plural is impurities.) 

(D in /in/ prep, adv 1. showing place o He 
lives in the country. O In Japan it snows a lot 
during the winter. O She’s in the kitchen. O 
He’s still in bed. O Don’t stand outside in the 
pouring rain. 2. at home, in an office, at a 
station O Is the boss in? O He isn ’t in yet. O 
My husband usually gets in from work about 
now. O The train from Birmingham is due in 
at 6.30. 3. showing time O In autumn the 
leaves turn brown. O On holiday there was 
nothing to do in the evenings. O She was born 
in 1999. O He ate his meal in five minutes. O 
We went for a skiing holiday in January. 4. 
showing time in the future O I’ll be back 
home in about two hours. O She should ar¬ 
rive in twenty minutes’ time. 5. showing a 
proportion or ratio O One in ten of the chil¬ 
dren wears glasses. ■ noun □ the ins and 
outs of something the complicated details o 
He knows all the ins and outs of trading on 
the Internet. ■ adj fashionable O Round dark 
glasses are the in thing this summer. Ant¬ 
onym out O to be in for something /'in 
fo:/ to be about to get something O I think 
we ’re in for some bad weather. O She’s in for 
a nasty shock. O to be in on something 1. 
to know something such as a secret o Who 
else was in on the secret? 2. to be involved in 
planning or discussing something 
inability /.ino'biliti/ noun being unable to 
do something 
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inaccessible / l in9k'sesib(3)l/ adj 1. im¬ 
possible to reach or to get to O They live in a 
farm which is inaccessible by car. O The ex¬ 
plorers were lost in an inaccessible mountain 
region. O The valley is inaccessible to motor¬ 
ists. 2. difficult to read or understand O He 
writes in a rather inaccessible style. 
inaccuracy /in'aekjurasi/ noun 1 . the state 
of not being exact O the inaccuracy of the 
data 2. a thing which is inaccurate O I found 
several inaccuracies in the report. 
inaccurate /in'askjurst/ adj not accurate, 
not exact. Synonym imprecise. Antonym 
precise 

inaccurately /in'aekjsratli/ adv not 
accurately 

inaction /in'aekjan/ noun 1 . a failure to do 
something in a situation 2. a lack of activity 
inactive /in'aektiv/ adj not active or not 
doing anything 

inactivity /.inaek'tiviti/ noun a state of not 
being active 

inadequacy /in'aedikwasi/ noun 1 . a feel¬ 
ing of being inadequate O Being compared 
with his brother all the time gave him feel¬ 
ings of inadequacy. (NOTE: no plural in this 
meaning) 2. a feature of something which is 
not good enough or which does not work 
well enough O The report mentions inade¬ 
quacies in the system usedfor counting votes. 
(NOTE: The plural is inadequacies.) 
inadequate /in'asdikwat/ adj 1 . not 
enough O The island has inadequate supplies 
of water in the summer months. 2. not good 
enough compared with what is expected O 
Being compared to his brother made him feel 
quite inadequate. 

inadmissible / l inod l misib(9)l/ adj □ in¬ 
admissible evidence evidence which is not 
allowed to be presented in a court 
inadvertent / l in3d l v3:t(o)nt/ adj said or 
done by mistake and not on purpose. Syn¬ 
onym unintentional. Antonym intentional 
inadvertently / l in3d l v3:t(3)ntli/ adv said 
or done by mistake and not on purpose 
inadvisable /.inad'vaizsbCs)!/ adj (of a 
plan or idea) unwise or foolish 
inalienable /in'eili3n3b(9)l/ adj which 
cannot be taken away or refused ( formal ) 
inane /I'nein/ adj silly, senseless. Synonym 
silly. Antonym sensible 
inanimate /in'aemmat/ adj not alive 
inapplicable /.ina'plikab^)!/ adj not 
relevant. Synonym unsuitable. Antonym 
appropriate 

inappropriate /.ina'praupriat/ adj not 
suitable, not fitting the circumstances. Syn¬ 
onym unsuitable. Antonym fitting 
inarticulate /.incu'tikjubt/ adj 1 . not 
speaking clearly O an inarticulate exam can¬ 


incapacity 

didate 2. unable to speak O She was so 
shocked, she became inarticulate. 
inasmuch as /.insz'mAtJ az/ conj seeing 
that, owing to the fact that 
inaudible /in'o:dib(3)l/ adj which cannot 
be heard. Antonym perceptible 
inaugural /I'noigjural/ adj 1 . being the 
first of a series 2. referring to an official 
beginning 

inaugural address /i.noigjural a'dres/ 
noun a speech given at an inauguration or 
opening ceremony 

inaugurate /fnoigjureit/ verb 1 . to open 
officially a new building or a festival, etc. O 
The Minister was invited to inaugurate the 
new computer system. 2 . □ to inaugurate 
someone something to swear in someone as 
the new holder of a particular post O Each 
new US president is inaugurated on January 
20th. 

inauguration /i.noigju'reij^n/ noun 1 . 
an official opening O Invitations to the inau¬ 
guration of the new computer system will be 
sent out next week. 2. the swearing in of a 
new president O The inauguration of the 
president will take place on January 20th. O 
Security was extremely tight during the 
inauguration. 

inauspicious /.inoi'spijas/ adj unlucky, 

not very promising. Antonym auspicious 

inborn /.in'boin/ adj which you have since 

birth. Synonym innate 

inbox /'inbnks/ noun (computers ) the 

folder in an email package into which mail is 

delivered 

inbred /, in 'bred/ adj existing from birth or 
since a very young age. Synonym 

congenital 

inbreeding /'inbriidig/ noun breeding be¬ 
tween closely related persons or animals, etc. 
in-built /,in 'bilt/ adj 1. constructed as part 
of something O an in-built clock 2. part of a 
person’s character O She has an in-built dis¬ 
like of horses. 

d) Inc abbr US incorporated O We’re deal¬ 
ing with a company called John Doe, Inc. 
incalculable /m'kaslkjul3b(3)l/ adj which 
cannot be calculated, so large that it cannot 
be measured 

incandescent /.inkaen'des^nt/ adj 1 . 
shining brightly 2. showing extreme emo¬ 
tion, especially anger 

incapable /in'keip3b(3)l/ adj not able to 
do something 

incapacitate /.irjka'paesiteit/ verb to 
make someone unable to do something. Ant¬ 
onym enable 

incapacity /.inks'pass it i/ noun 1 . a lack of 
ability to do something 2. a physical or men¬ 
tal disability 
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incarcerate /in'kaisoreit/ verb to put 
someone in prison (formal). Synonym 

imprison 

incarnate /in'kainot/ adj in the form of a 
human being 

incarnation /.inkai'neij^n/ noun 1. an 
appearance in human form O To many peo¬ 
ple, he was the incarnation of evil. 2. □ pre¬ 
vious incarnation what you were in a 
previous life O He thinks he was a ballet 
dancer in a previous incarnation. 
incendiary /in'sendiori/ adj which causes 
fire O Terrorists left incendiary devices in the 
shopping centre. ■ noun a bomb which 
causes fire ( formal ) O Many thousands of in¬ 
cendiaries were dropped on London during 
the Blitz. Synonym troublemaker (NOTE: 
The plural is incendiaries.) 
incense noun /'insens/ powder which 
when burnt gives a strong smell O The priests 
burnt incense round the shrine. ■ verb /in- 
'sens/ to make someone angry o His speech 
incensed the crowd who went on the rampage 
in the centre of the town. Synonym enrage. 
Antonym calm 

incensed /in'senst/ adj very angry. Ant¬ 
onym calm 

® incentive /in'sentiv/ noun a thing 
which encourages someone O The possibility 
of a bonus is an incentive to the sales force. 
Synonym inducement 
inception /in'sepjon/ noun the start of 
something (formal). Synonym beginning. 
Antonym culmination 
incessant /in'ses(o)nt/ adj continuous, 
not stopping. Antonym sporadic 
incessantly /in'ses(o)ntli/ adv continu¬ 
ously, without stopping 
incest /'insest/ noun the offence of a per¬ 
son’s having sexual intercourse with a close 
relative, e.g., their daughter, son, mother, or 
father 

incestuous /in'sestjuos/ adj referring to 
incest 

(D inch /int J7 noun a measure of length (= 
2.54cm) O a three and a half inch floppy disk 
O Snow lay six inches deep on the ground. O 
She is five foot six inches tall (5’6”). > foot 
(NOTE: The plural is inches. With numbers 
inch is usually written with the symbol ": a 
3Vz” disk, He is 5’ 9”\ say: ‘a three and a 
half inch disk’, ‘He’s five foot nine.’.) ■ verb 
□ to inch forward to go forward little by lit¬ 
tle O The queue inched forward slowly. O 
The project is inching forward, but it’s hard 
work, getting things moving. 

® incidence /'insid(o)ns/ noun □ the inci¬ 
dence of something how often something 
happens O They reported a high incidence of 
accidents relating to drunken drivers. 


® incident /'insid^nt/ noun 1. something 
which happens O Last year six hundred inci¬ 
dents of oil pollution were reported. 2. a usu¬ 
ally violent action or disturbance O There 
were several incidents during the 
demonstration. 

incidental / l insi'dent(o)l/ adj 1. happen¬ 
ing in connection with something else, but 
not important O Breaking the Olympic record 
was almost incidental - winning the gold 
medal was the important thing. 2. □ inciden¬ 
tal to something resulting from something 
by chance O The discovery of penicillin was 
incidental to research on moulds. ■ noun an 
unimportant expense which happens in con¬ 
nection with something else O Take some 
cash to cover incidentals. 

® incidentally /,insi'dent(9)li/ adv by the 
way 

incidental music /.insidentCo)! 
'mjuizik/ noun background music which ac¬ 
companies a film 

incinerate /in'sinoreit/ verb to destroy 
something by burning. Synonym burn 
incinerator /in'sinoreito/ noun a furnace 
for burning rubbish 

incipient /in'sipiont/ adj which is begin¬ 
ning or starting. Antonym final 
incision /in'si3(9)n/ noun a cut in a pa¬ 
tient’s body made by a surgeon 
incisive /in'saisiv/ adj very perceptive, 
sharp or cutting. Synonym keen 
incisor /in'saizo/ noun a sharp front tooth 
used for cutting food 

incite /in'sait/ verb to encourage something 
□ to incite someone to something to encour¬ 
age or persuade someone to do something 
bad O He was accused of inciting racial 
hatred. 

incitement /in'saitmont/ noun a crime of 
encouraging, persuading or advising some¬ 
one to commit a crime. Synonym provoca¬ 
tion. Antonym deterrent □ incitement to 
racial hatred the offence of encouraging 
people, by words or actions or writing, to at¬ 
tack others because of their race 
® inclination /.irjkli'neiJXo)!!/ noun 1. a 
tendency O After a big lunch he had a strong 
inclination to go to sleep. 2. a slope, or angle 
of a slope O The hill has an inclination of 1 in 
15. 3. a slight movement forwards O She ac¬ 
knowledged my presence with a slight incli¬ 
nation of her head. 

incline noun /'inklain/ a slope o A steep 
incline leads to the garage. ■ verb /in'klain/ 
1. to slope O The garden inclines gradually 
down to the river. 2. to encourage someone 
to do something O The results of the poll in¬ 
clined newspaper reporters to try to forecast 
the result of the general election. 3. □ to be 
inclined to do something to be likely to do 
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something O She is inclined to try to excuse 
everything her son does. O Our washing ma¬ 
chine is inclined to overheat. 4. to bend or to 
bow O He inclined his head and murmured a 
greeting. 

<S> inclined /in'klaind/ adj 1. sloping o An 
inclined plane gives easy access to the ware¬ 
house. 2. likely to do something O She is in¬ 
clined to get very annoyed when anyone 
criticises her golf strokes. 

(D include /in'kluid/ verb to count someone 
or something along with others O The waiter 
did not include service in the bill. O The total 
is £140, not including insurance and han¬ 
dling charges. O There were 120 people at 
the wedding if you include the children. 

(D included /in'kluidid/ adj taken together 
with something else 

(D including /in'kluidip/ prep taking 
something together with something else O 
The total comes to £25.00 including VAT. □ 
not including not counting O There were 
thirty people at the lunch, not including the 
children. 

(3) inclusion /m'klu:3(o)n/ noun the act of 
counting someone or something in among 
others 

inclusive /in'klu:siv/ adj 1 . which counts 
something in with other things O The bill is 
not inclusive of VAT. 2. ( giving figures or 
dates) referring to a period of time or a pas¬ 
sage of writing that includes the first and last 
items mentioned O The conference runs from 
the 12th to the 16th inclusive. O For the next 
lesson, you need to study pages 23 to 31 
inclusive. 

incognito /.inkog'niitou/ adv, noun □ to 
travel incognito to travel using a false name 
or identity 

incoherent /^nkou'hioront/ adj not able 
to speak in a way which makes sense 
(D income /'inkAm/ noun money which 
you receive, especially as pay for your work, 
or as interest on savings O Their weekly in¬ 
come is not really enough to live on. Ant¬ 
onym expenditure 

(D income tax /'inkAm taeks/ noun a tax 
on money earned as wages or salary 
incoming /'in.kAmii]/ adj 1. arriving or 
coming in 2. recently elected or appointed O 
The chairman welcomed the incoming com¬ 
mittee. O The incoming government has the 
job of trying to deal with the worsening eco¬ 
nomic situation. Antonym outgoing 
incoming call /'in.kAmir) ko:l/ noun a 
phone call that someone receives from some¬ 
one outside the building 
incoming mail /'in^Amir) meil/ noun 
mail which comes into an office 
incomings /'inkAmigz/ plural noun 
money which is received 


inconspicuous 

incomparable /in l kDmp(o)r3b(9)l/ adj 
which cannot be compared to anything else. 
Synonym unequalled. Antonym ordinary 
incompatibility /^nkompasti'biliti/ noun 
the quality of being incompatible with an¬ 
other person or thing 

incompatible / l ink9m'pastib(9)l/ adj □ 
incompatible with something not able to 
live, work, or fit together, or with something 
else O The two computer systems are incom¬ 
patible. O John and Susan are quite incom¬ 
patible: I don’t know how they can stay 
married. O His behaviour is quite incompati¬ 
ble with his position as a manager. 
incompetence /in'kDmpit(o)ns/ noun a 
lack of competence. Synonym ineptitude 
incompetent /m'kmnpit(3)nt/ adj 1. who 
cannot work well, who is not able to do 
something o She was dismissed for being in¬ 
competent. 2. not legally able to do some¬ 
thing O He is incompetent to sign the 
contract because he is not a director of the 
company. 

incomplete /.inkom'pliit/ adj not com¬ 
plete, not finished 

incomprehensible /in.kDmpri'hensibCo)!/ 
adj which cannot be understood. Synonym 
unintelligible. Antonym understandable 
inconceivable /,inkon 1 sixvob(o)l/ adj very 
unlikely, which cannot be imagined. Syn¬ 
onym unimaginable. Antonym imaginable 
inconclusive /.inkon'kluisiv/ adj without 
any definite result. Synonym indecisive 
incongruous /in'koggruos/ adj which 
does not fit with the rest, which seems out of 
place. Antonym consistent 
inconsequential /in.konsi'kwenjol/ adj 
not important. Synonym unimportant 
inconsiderate /.inkon'sidorot/ adj not 
thinking of other people. Synonym selfish. 
Antonym caring 

inconsistency /.inkon'sistonsi/ noun 1. 
a lack of consistency O the inconsistency in 
the way the results are measured 2. some¬ 
thing which is not consistent O His evidence 
was full of inconsistencies. (NOTE: The plural 
is inconsistencies.) 

inconsistent /.inkon'sistont/ adj 1. □ in¬ 
consistent with which does not follow from 
or agree with something else o His evidence 
in court was inconsistent with his earlier 
statement to the police. O Owning a night 
club is inconsistent with being a priest. 2. 
whose behaviour changes often and is unpre¬ 
dictable O He’s inconsistent - sometimes he 
works hard, sometimes he doesn’t. O The 
team’s form has been inconsistent of late. 
inconspicuous /.inkon'spikjuos/ adj not 
at all obvious. Synonym unobtrusive. Ant¬ 
onym obvious 


inconspicuously 

inconspicuously /.inkon'spikjuosli/ 
adv without being noticed 
incontinence /in'kontinons/ noun being 
unable to control the waste products from 
your body 

incontinent /in'kontinont/ adj unable to 
control the body’s waste products 
incontrovertible /.inkDntro'vsitibfo)!/ 
adj which is true and cannot be disproved. 
Synonym undeniable. Antonym 
questionable 

inconvenience /.inkon'viinions/ noun 
awkwardness O The inconvenience of the 
date of the business conference, on the day 
before Christmas Day, meant that few people 
turned up. □ to cause someone an inconve¬ 
nience to make difficulties for someone ■ 
verb to bother someone O I don’t want to in¬ 
convenience you. 

inconvenient /.inkon'viiniont/ adj awk¬ 
ward, causing difficulties. Synonym trouble¬ 
some. Antonym beneficial 
® incorporate /in'koipareit/ verb 1. to 
bring something into something else to make 
one main whole O We are trying to incorpo¬ 
rate the suggestions from the committees into 
the main proposal. 2. to form an official 
body or a registered company O The com¬ 
pany was incorporated three years ago. 
incorporated /in'koiporeitid/ adj US 
showing that a company has been officially 
registered. Synonym combined. Antonym 
separate (NOTE: The British term is Ltd or 
Pic.) 

incorporation /n^koips'reiJXaJn/ noun 
the act of incorporating a company 
incorrect /.inko'rekt/ adj wrong, not 
correct 

incorrectly /.inko'rektli/ adv not correctly 
incorrigible /m'kDrid3ib(o)l/ adj naughty 
in a way that cannot be changed 
® increase noun /'inkriis/ 1. the process 
of becoming larger O An increase in tax or a 
tax increase. O An increase in the cost of liv¬ 
ing. 2. a rise in salary O She went to her boss 
and asked for an increase. 3. □ on the in¬ 
crease becoming more frequent O Stealing 
from shops is on the increase. ■ verb /in- 
'kriis/ 1. to rise, to grow, to expand o The 
price of oil has increased twice in the past 
year. □ to increase in price to become more 
expensive □ to increase in size or value to 
become larger or more valuable 2. to make 
something become bigger O The boss in¬ 
creased her salary. O Rail fares have been 
increased by 10%. 

® increased /in'kriist/ adj which has be¬ 
come bigger O These increased rail fares 
mean that we cannot afford to travel so 
much. 


incumbent 

increasing /ig'kriisirj/ adj which is 
growing 

@ increasingly /in'kriisirjli/ adv more 
and more O He found it increasingly difficult 
to keep up with the workload at the office. O 
His future with the company looks increas¬ 
ingly doubtful. 

incredible /m'kredib(o)l/ adj 1. which 
you find difficult to believe O It is absolutely 
incredible that anyone as rich as he is can 
avoid paying tax. 2. of remarkable size, 
quantity, etc. O Over the years he has 
amassed an incredible fortune. O You should 
go to see ‘Jaws ’ - it’s an incredible film. 

<D incredibly /in'kredibli/ adv 1. difficult 
to believe O Incredibly, he passed his driving 
test first time. 2. very, extremely O She ’ s in¬ 
credibly tall. O It is incredibly difficult to find 
a parking space near my office in the middle 
of the day. 

incredulity /.inkro'djuiliti/ noun a lack of 
belief in what someone says. Synonym dis¬ 
belief. Antonym belief 
incredulous /in'kredjulos/ adj who does 
not believe what someone says or what is 
happening 

increment /'iqkrimont/ noun a regular au¬ 
tomatic addition to salary 
incremental /,ir)kri'ment(3)l/ adj gradu¬ 
ally increasing 

incriminate /in'krimineit/ verb to show 
that a person has committed a criminal act. 
Antonym exonerate □ to incriminate your¬ 
self to say something which makes you seem 
to be guilty O He refused to testify in case he 
incriminated himself. 

incubate /'irjkjubeit/ verb 1. to make eggs 
hatch, either because a bird sits on them or 
because they are heated in an incubator O 
The male penguin incubates the egg standing 
up for sixty days. 2. to make bacteria grow O 
In order for the experiment to be acceptable, 
the bacteria must be incubated in a sterile 
environment. 

incubation period /,irjkju'beiJ(»n 
(Pioriod/ noun a period during which a virus 
develops in your body after infection, before 
the disease appears 

incubator /'irjkjubeito/ noun 1. a piece of 
equipment for hatching eggs and raising very 
small birds 2. a specially controlled container 
in which very small babies can be kept in 
ideal conditions O She was born five weeks 
premature and is in an incubator. 
incumbent /in'kAmbont/ noun 1. a person 
who holds an official post O Mrs Jones is our 
new librarian - she is taking over from the 
present incumbent next month. O There will 
be no changes in the governor’s staff while 
the present incumbent is still in office. 2. the 
priest in charge of a parish O The former 
priest was much older than the new incum- 
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incur 

bent. ■ adj (formal) □ it is incumbent on 
you it is your responsibility O It is incumbent 
on you to seek advice before you buy a house. 
O It is incumbent on everyone to check the 
facts before making an accusation. 

(D incur /in'k3:/ verb 1. to get into a posi¬ 
tion where you have to pay or are in danger o 
The company has incurred considerable 
losses in the USA. O He incurred many debts 
during his time at college. 2. □ to incur the 
anger or wrath of someone to make some¬ 
one very annoyed O She incurred the anger 
of the authorities by demonstrating outside 
the parliament building. □ to incur a risk to 
run a risk O If you put all your money into 
doubtful investments, you incur the risk of 
losing everything. 

incurable /m'kju3r3b(3)l/ adj 1. (of a pa¬ 
tient) who will never be cured 2. (of an ill¬ 
ness) which cannot be cured O He has an 
incurable disease of the blood. O Treatment 
in a hospice is often better for patients with 
incurable illnesses. 3. who cannot change O 
He’s an incurable optimist - he always thinks 
everything will turn out fine. ■ noun a person 
who will never be cured O a hospital for 
incurables 

incurably /in'kjuorobli/ adv in a way 
which cannot be changed 
incursion /in'k3:J(9)n/ noun an attack on 
another country’s territory 
indebted /in'detid/ adj owing something 
to someone. Antonym ungrateful 
indecent /in'di:s(3)nt/ adj 1. rude, offen¬ 
sive O He was prosecuted for indecent expo¬ 
sure. 2. not polite O As soon as the speeches 
ended, there was an indecent rush to find 
something to eat. 

indecision / l indi l si 3 (o)n/ noun hesitating, 
not being able to decide 
indecisive /.indi'saisiv/ adj 1. without 
any positive result O The result of the elec¬ 
tion was indecisive as no party had a major¬ 
ity. 2. who cannot decide anything O He was 
criticised for being indecisive. 

<D indeed adv /in'diid/ 1. (for emphasis) 
greatly, really O Thank you very much indeed 
for inviting me to stay. O They have been very 
kind indeed to their daughter. 2. in fact O 
They are very poor — indeed they have no 
money at all. ■ interj a word showing indig¬ 
nation O She called me stupid. - Indeed ! The 
cheek of it! O It wasn ’t you who scratched my 
car was it? - Indeed not! 
indefatigable / l indi'fa£tig9b(3)l/ adj who 
does not become tired 

indefensible / I indi l fensib(9)l/ adj which 
cannot be defended or excused 
indefinable / l indi l fain3b(o)l/ adj which 
cannot be defined or explained. Synonym 

indescribable 


independent school 

® indefinite /in'def(3)n3t/ adj without a 
definite end O He has been suspended for an 
indefinite period, pending an inquiry. 

indefinite article /in,def(3)n9t 
'a:tik(3)l/ noun the word ‘a’ or ‘an’ in Eng¬ 
lish, or a word with a similar use in another 
language 

indefinitely /in'def(3)n3tli/ adv for an in¬ 
definite period 

indelible /in'delib(3)l/ adj which cannot be 
removed 

indelibly /in'delibli/ adv in a way which 
cannot be removed. Synonym permanently. 
Antonym temporarily 
indelicate /in'delikat/ adj rude and embar¬ 
rassing. Synonym tactless. Antonym polite 
indemnify /in'demmfai/ verb to pay 
someone for damage caused 
indemnity /in'demniti/ noun compensa¬ 
tion for a loss or a wrong (NOTE: The plural 
is indemnities.) 

indent /in'dent/ verb to start a line several 
spaces in from the left-hand side of the page 
indentation /.inden'teiJCs)^ noun 1. a 
mark or hole in a surface 2. an inward cut in a 
straight edge 3. a space at the beginning of a 
line 4. the act of indenting something 
(D independence /.indi'pendans/ noun 
1. freedom O The colony achieved independ¬ 
ence ten years ago. O Scotland is aiming for 
independence in the next few years. 2. not 
needing or not relying on anyone else O 
She’s eighteen and is looking forward to a 
life of independence from her family. 
Independence Day /^ndi'pendans dei/ 
noun July 4th, the National Day of the USA, 
which commemorates the country’s 
independence 

(D independent /.indi'pendant/ adj 1. 
free, not ruled by anyone else O Slovenia has 
been independent since 1991. 2. not owned 
by a group, not run by the state O The big 
chains are squeezing the independent book¬ 
shops out of the market. 3. □ of independent 
means with enough income to be able to live 
without working O a man of independent 
means 4. not needing or not relying on any¬ 
one else O She’s eighteen and wants to be in¬ 
dependent of her family. ■ noun 1. a 
candidate who does not belong to a political 
party O He stood in the general election as 
an independent. 2. a shop which is owned by 
a person and is not part of a chain O Super¬ 
markets have a bad effect on the small 
independents. 

independently /.indi'pendantli/ adv 
separately 

independent school /.indi'pendant 
skuil/ noun a private school, not run by the 
state 
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in-depth 

in-depth /'in'depO/ adj very serious and 
thorough 

indescribable / l indi l skraibob(9)l/ adj 
which cannot be described 
indestructible /,indi'strAkt9b(9)l/ adj 
which cannot be destroyed 
indeterminate /.indi'taiminot/ adj 1. not 
exact or clear 2. not having a predictable 
result 

(D index /'indeks/ noun 1. a list, usually in 
alphabetical order, showing the references in 
a book O Look up the references to London in 
the index. (NOTE: The plural in this meaning 
is indexes) 2. a regular report which shows 
rises and falls in prices, unemployment, etc. 
O The economic indices look very promising 
at the moment. ■ verb to relate something 
such as pensions or wages to the 
cost-of-living index O The government is 
considering indexing pensions. 
index card /'indeks ka:d/ noun a card 
used to make a card index 
index finger /'indeks .figga/ noun the 
first finger, next to the thumb 
index-linked /.indeks 'lirjkt/ adj calcu¬ 
lated according to the cost-of-living index 
(D Indian /'indisn/ adj 1. referring to India 
O Indian cooking is famous for its curries. 2. 
referring to one of the original peoples of 
America O The traditional Indian skills of 
hunting and tracking. □ in Indian file in line, 
one behind the other O The children walked 
into the assembly in Indian file. ■ noun 1. a 
person from India O Many Indians and Paki¬ 
stanis emigrated to Britain in the 1960s. 2. a 
person from one of the peoples who lived in 
North, Central and South America before the 
arrival of Europeans (NOTE: now usually 
called Native Americans) 3. an ordinary 
worker, as opposed to a manager □ the com¬ 
pany suffers from having too many chiefs 
and not enough Indians the situation in the 
company is that there are lots of managers, 
but not enough people to do the actual work 
Indian elephant /.indbn 'elifont/ noun 
an elephant found in India and South-East 
Asia, slightly smaller than the African ele¬ 
phant, and used as a working animal in 
forests 

Indian subcontinent /.indion ,sAb- 
'kDntinont/ noun the land area occupied by 
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan 
Indian summer /.indian 'sAmo/ noun a 
period of hot weather in autumn 
(D indicate /'indikeit/ verb to show o Can 
you indicate the position of the enemy camp 
on this map? O The latest figures indicate a 
fall in the n umber of unemployed men. 

(D indication /,indi'keij(3)n/ noun a sign 
indicative /in'dikstiv/ adj that shows or 
indicates something O Repeated attacks on 


indigo 

tourists are indicative of a general 
breakdown of law and order in the country. 
Synonym revealing ■ noun the form of a 
verb showing that the action actually took 
place or is taking place O The indicative is 
used chiefly to make statements of fact. 
indicator /'indikeits/ noun 1. something 
which indicates how good or bad, hot or cold, 
etc. something is O The inflation rate is a 
good indicator of the strength of the econ¬ 
omy. 2. a flashing light on a car which shows 
which way the driver is going to turn O His 
left indicator was flashing and then he turned 
right! 3. same as indicator panel 
indicator panel /'indikeita ,paen(o)l/ 
noun a large board which shows details of 
plane or train departures and arrivals 
indict /in'dait/ verb to charge someone 
with a crime (formal). Synonym accuse. 
Antonym exonerate 

indictable /in'dait9b(o)l/ adj being, or 
causing someone to be, charged with a crime 
( formal) 

indictment /in'daitmant/ noun a written 
statement of the details of the crime with 
which someone is charged ( formal) 
indifference /in'dif(3)rons/ noun a lack 
of interest in something 
indifferent /m'dif(3)ront/ adj 1. not car¬ 
ing, not interested O The world cannot re¬ 
main indifferent to the problems of the 
starving refugees in central Africa. 2. not 
particularly good, not special O In view of the 
school’s indifferent exam results, the gover¬ 
nors have set up a review of teaching prac¬ 
tices. O They served us a bottle of very 
indifferent champagne. 
indigenous /in'did3in9s/ adj bom in or 
belonging to a place. Synonym native. Ant¬ 
onym immigrant 

indigent /'indid39nt/ adj very poor (for¬ 
mal). Antonym wealthy 
indigestible / 1 indi'd3estib(9)l/ adj which 
causes pain because the stomach cannot di¬ 
gest it 

indigestion /.indi'dsestjbn/ noun a pain 
caused when your stomach has difficulty in 
digesting food. Synonym heartburn 
indignant /in'dignant/ adj feeling of¬ 
fended or angry because of an unfair 
situation 

indignation /.indig'neij(9)n/ noun the 
state or feeling of being indignant. Synonym 
anger. Antonym delight 
indignity /in'digniti/ noun a shameful ac¬ 
tion which causes embarrassment. Synonym 
humiliation 

indigo /'indigsu/ noun 1. a blue dye 2. a 
deep blue colour O My denim shirt started off 
indigo but has faded to light blue. 
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indirect /.indai'rekt/ adj not direct o The 
taxi took us to the airport by a very indirect 
route. 

indirectly /.indi'rektli/ adv not directly 
indirect object /.indirekt 'Dbd 3 ikt/ noun 
a person or thing to whom or which an action 
is done 

indirect speech /.indirekt 'spiitJV noun 
the reporting of what someone has said 
indirect tax /,indairekt 't£eks/ noun a tax, 
such as VAT or a sales tax, that is added to 
the price of goods and not paid directly to the 
government 

indirect taxation /.indairekt taek- 
'seiJ(o)n/ noun taxes such as VAT, which 
are added to the price of goods and not paid 
directly to the government 
indiscreet /.indi'skriit/ adj very obvious, 
not discreet 

indiscretion /.indi'skreJXojn/ noun 1. be¬ 
ing careless about what you do or say O the 
minister’s indiscretion in talking to the jour¬ 
nalist 2. doing something mildly immoral O 
We must forget his youthful indiscretions. 
indiscriminate /.indi'skriminat/ adj 

widespread, not choosing carefully 
indispensable /,indTspens3b(3)l/ adj 
which you cannot do without 
indisposed /^ndi'spouzd/ adj slightly ill 
indisposition /.indispo'ziJXojn/ noun a 
slight illness ( formal) 

indisputable /,indfspju:t9b(9)l/ adj 
which cannot be argued about (formal). Ant¬ 
onym debatable 

indistinct /,indfstirjkt/ adj vague or 
unclear 

indistinguishable /.indi'stirjgwijobto)!/ 
adj □ indistinguishable from something 

which cannot be told apart from something O 
To some people margarine is indistinguish¬ 
able from butter. 

(D individual /.indi'vidsuol/ noun 1. one 
single person O We cater for private individ¬ 
uals as well as for groups. 2. a person O The 
police would like to talk to the individual who 
was responsible for this. ■ adj 1. single, for a 
particular person O We treat each individual 
case on its merits. O We provide each mem¬ 
ber of the tour group with an individual itin¬ 
erary. 2. enough for one person O I want 
three individual portions of ice cream, 
please. 

individualism / l mdi l vid3uoliz(3)m/ 
noun a liking for doing things in your own 
way, not as other people do. Synonym 
uniqueness. Antonym conformity 
individuality /.individsu'aeliti/ noun the 
quality which makes each person different 
from all others. Synonym independence. 
Antonym conformity 


industrial dispute 

individually /,indi'vid3U9li/ adv sepa¬ 
rately, singly. Synonym separately 
indoctrinate /in'dDktrineit/ verb to teach 
political or religious ideas and force someone 
to accept them. Synonym instruct 
indoctrination /in.doktrf nei/(o)n/ noun 
the process of indoctrinating someone 
indolence /'indolons/ noun laziness 
indolent /'indolont/ adj lazy. Antonym 
energetic 

indomitable /in l dDmit3b(3)l/ adj which 
cannot be beaten. Antonym submissive 
indoor /'indo:/ adj inside a building. Ant¬ 
onym outdoor 

(D indoors /in'doiz/ adv inside a building. 
Antonym outside 

indubitably /in'djuibitobli/ ac/v certainly, 
without any doubt 

d) induce /in'djuis/ verb 1. to persuade 
someone to do something O Do you think an 
extra 10% will induce them to sign the con¬ 
tract? O They induced him to steal the plans 
by offering him a large amount of money. 2. 
to make something, such as the birth of a 
child, happen O The baby was ten days late, 
so had to be induced. 

inducement /in'djuismont/ noun a thing 
which helps to persuade someone to do 
something. Synonym stimulus 
induction /in'dAkfon/ noun 1. the process 
of starting a new person in a new job O In¬ 
duction for all trainees will take place over 
two weeks in May. 2. the installation of a new 
priest O His induction into the church will 
take place next Sunday. 3. the creation of 
electricity in an object by placing it near a 
magnet or near something which is electri¬ 
cally charged O An induction coil is made of 
coils of wire and changes the voltage passing 
through it. 

indulge /in'dAld 3 / verb 1. □ to indulge in 

to enjoy yourself doing something O I like to 
indulge in a sauna once in a while. 2. to give 
someone little luxuries O She always in¬ 
dulges her little grandson with sweets and 
presents. □ to indulge yourself to give your¬ 
self a little luxury O I love Greek cakes, but I 
don’t often get the chance to indulge myself. 
indulgence /in'dAk^ons/ noun a pleasant 
activitiy, especially eating or drinking 
indulgent /in'dAk^ont/ adj kind, too gen¬ 
erous towards someone. Synonym 
permissive 

(D industrial /in'dAStriol/ adj referring to 
the production of goods O The Midlands is 
the main industrial region in Britain. 
industrial action /in.dAstriol 'aekfon/ 
noun a strike or protest by workers 
industrial dispute /in.dAstriol di'spjuit/ 
noun an argument between management and 
workers 


industrial espionage 

industrial espionage /in.dAstrisl 
'cspionaij/ noun the practice of spying on 
another company (NOTE: no plural) 
industrial estate /in'dAstrial i.steit/ 
noun an area of land near a town specially 
for factories and warehouses 
industrialisation /mylAstriolai'zciJtnjn/, 
industrialization noun the changing of an 
economy from being based on agriculture to 
being based on industry 
industrialise /in'dAstrisJaiz/, industri¬ 
alize verb to set up industries in a country 
where there were none before 
industrialised /in'dAstris.laizd/, indus¬ 
trialized ady heavily affected by industrial 
development 

industrialist /in'dAstrislist/ noun an 
owner or director of a factory. Synonym 

manufacturer 

industrially /in'dAstrisli/ adv by an indus¬ 
trial process 

industrial park /in'dAstrisl pa:k/ noun 
an area especially for factories and 
businesses 

industrial relations /in.dAstriol n- 
'leiJ(o)nz/ plural noun the relations between 
management and workers O He carried out a 
study of industrial relations over the last 10 
years. O We aim to promote good industrial 
relations. 

Industrial Revolution /in.dAstriol revo- 
'lu:J(o)n/ noun the development of industry 
during the 19th century in western Europe 
and the United States 

industrial tribunal /in.dAstriol trai- 
'bju:n(3)l/ noun a court which decides in 
disputes between employers and workers 
industrious /m'd.Astrios/ adj who works 
steadily and hard. Synonym diligent. Ant¬ 
onym indolent 

® industry /'indastri/ noun production 
companies, or other types of commercial ac¬ 
tivity O Oil is a key industry. O The car in¬ 
dustry has had a good year. O The 
government is helping industry to sell more 
products abroad. O The tourist industry 
brings in a lot of foreign currency. (NOTE: 
The plural is industries.) 
inebriated /I'nitbrieitid/ adj drunk 
inedible /in'edib(3)l/ adj which you cannot 
eat. Synonym uneatable. Antonym edible 
ineffective /pm'fektiv/ adj which does 
not have any effect. Synonym unsuccess¬ 
ful. Antonym successful 
ineffectual /.mi'fektjusl/ adj 1. which 
does not have the right effect O Her ineffec¬ 
tual attempts to open the door. 2. weak, un¬ 
able to show any authority O He’s a nice man 
but quite ineffectual as a salesman. 
inefficiency /,ini'fij(3)nsi/ noun an inef¬ 
ficient way of working 


inexperienced 

inefficient /,ini'fij(3)nt/ adj not efficient 
ineligible /in'elid3ib(3)l/ adj who is not 
qualified for something or to do something 
ineluctable /,ini'lAkt3b(3)l/ adj which 
cannot be avoided (literary). Synonym un¬ 
avoidable. Antonym avoidable 
inept /I'nept/ ad/not able to do much; lack¬ 
ing any skill. Synonym incompetent 
ineptitude /i'neptitju:d/ noun stupidity or 
silliness; being unable to do something. Syn¬ 
onym incompetence 

® inequality /.im'kwDliti/ noun the state 
of not being equal. Synonym disparity. Ant¬ 
onym parity 

inequity /in'ekwiti/ noun unfairness (for¬ 
mal) 

inert /i'n3it/ adj not able to move O The 
fallen jockey lay inert on the ground. 
inertia /i'n3:Ja/ noun 1 . a lack of wanting 
to move, lack of being able to do anything O 
A feeling of inertia came over the committee 
as the meeting continued. 2. a physical force 
which makes a stationary body remain still, 
or a moving body remain moving O An astro¬ 
naut who pushes himself away from his 
spaceship will continue to drift away into 
space under inertia if he is not attached to a 
safety line. 3. a lack of energy, laziness O He 
became manager of the shop through sheer 
inertia on the part of everyone else. 
inescapable / l mr'skeip3h(3)l/ adj which 
you cannot avoid. Synonym inevitable. Ant¬ 
onym avoidable 

inevitability /in^vita'bilrti/ noun the 
state of being inevitable 
® inevitable /in'evit3b(3)l/ adj which 
must happen, which cannot be avoided O It 
was inevitable that the younger children 
would want to leave home. Synonym un¬ 
avoidable. Antonym avoidable 
® inevitably /in'evitsbli/ adv naturally, of 
course 

inexact /.inig'zaekt/ adj not exact, not 
correct. Synonym imprecise. Antonym 
precise 

inexcusable /,inik'skju:z3b(3)l/ adj 
which cannot be excused or forgiven 
inexhaustible /,mig'zo:stib(3)l/ adj 1. 
impossible to finish or use up 2. never be¬ 
coming tired 

inexorable /in'ekssrsbfs)]/ adj which 
cannot be stopped (formal). Synonym 

unstoppable 

inexpensive /jnik'spensiv/ adj cheap. 
Antonym costly 

inexperience /.imk'spisrians/ noun a 
lack of experience 

inexperienced /pmk'spiarisnst/ adj who 
does not have much experience 
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infinitesimal 


inexplicable 

inexplicable / l inik'splik3b(3)l/ adj which 
cannot be explained. Synonym un¬ 
accountable 

inexplicably /^nik'splikobli/ adv in a 
way which cannot be explained 
inextricable / l inik l strik9b(o)l/ adj which 
is very complicated, very closely connected 
inextricably /.imk'strikobli/ adv in an in¬ 
extricable way 

infallible /in'fcelib(o)l/ adj 1. always cor¬ 
rect, which always works O No one has yet 
invented an infallible testing system. 2. who 
never makes mistakes O The children soon 
realised that their teacher wasn’t infallible. 
infamous /'infomos/ adj 1. famously bad 
O Tourists were warned not to go near the in¬ 
famous back street moneychangers. 2. very 
wicked O She complained of infamous treat¬ 
ment by her bank. 

infamy /'infomi/ noun great wickedness 
infancy /'infansi/ noun 1. young childhood 
O Two of her children died in infancy. 2. □ in 
its infancy in the very early stages of devel¬ 
opment O In 1910, the aircraft industry was 
still in its infancy. 

(D infant /'infant/ noun a very young child 
infantile /'infontail/ adj referring to a 
small child; childish 

infantry /'infontri/ noun soldiers who fight 
on foot (NOTE: no plural) 
infant school /'infant skuil/ noun a 
school for little children from 4 years old 
infatuated /in'faetjueitid/ adj wildly in 
love with 

infatuation /in'faetjueiJ(o)n/ noun a great 
passion for someone or something new 
infect /in'fekt/ verb to pass on a disease or 
infection 

<S> infection /in'fekjon/ noun a disease 
which spreads from one person to another O 
Her throat infection keeps coming back. O 
He was sneezing and spreading infection to 
other people in the office. O She seems to 
catch every little infection there is. 

(D infectious /in'fekjos/ adj 1. (of a dis¬ 
ease) which can be passed from one person 
to another O This strain of flu is highly infec¬ 
tious. O Chickenpox is infectious, so children 
who have it must be kept away from others. 
Compare contagious 2. which can be 
passed on to someone else O He’s a great 
music teacher and his enthusiasm for choral 
music is very infectious. 

(S> infer /in'f3i/ verb 1. to reach an opinion 
about something from facts O He inferred 
from the letter that the accused knew the 
murder victim. O Counsel inferred that the 
witness had not been present at the time of 
the accident. 2. to imply, to hint O The news¬ 
paper article infers that we should not sign 
the treaty. (NOTE: inferring - inferred) 


<D inference /'inf(9)rons/ noun an under¬ 
standing or conclusion □ to draw an infer¬ 
ence from to infer, to deduce that something 
is probably true O What inference can we 
draw from his reaction? 
inferior /in'fiorio/ adj 1. not as large as o 
The enemy’s inferior numbers meant they 
could not attack the castle. 2. □ inferior to 
not as good as something or someone else O 
This camera is inferior to that one, although 
they are both the same price. O The shop was 
accused of selling cheap inferior goods at in¬ 
flated prices. ■ noun a person of a lower 
rank O He always addressed his inferiors in a 
very abrupt way. Synonym junior. Antonym 
superior 

inferiority /in.fiori'Driti/ noun the state of 
being less important, less intelligent, not as 
good as something or someone else 
inferiority complex /in.fiori'Driti 
,kDmpleks/ noun a feeling that you are not 
as good as others. Synonym inadequacy 
infernal /m'f3:n(o)l/ adj 1. very annoying 
O That infernal bank manager keeps phoning 
me about the overdraft. O Can’t you make 
them stop that infernal noise? 2. referring to 
hell O They believe that after death sinners 
are sent to the infernal regions. 
inferno /in'f3:nou/ noun a very great fire. 
Synonym conflagration. Antonym heaven 
(NOTE: The plural is infernos.) 
infertile /in'f3:tail/ adj 1. (of living things) 
not able to reproduce O Over the last few 
years there has been an alarming increase in 
the number of infertile couples. 2. (of soil) 
barren, not able to produce good crops o 
Without water, the desert will remain infer¬ 
tile. Antonym fertile 

infest /in'fest/ verb (of parasites) to be 
present in large numbers 
infestation /,infe'steij(3)n/ noun the 
presence of large numbers of parasites or 
vermin 

infidel /'infid(o)l/ noun a person who does 
not believe in the true religion (dated) 
infidelity /.infi'deliti/ noun being unfaithful 
infield /'infiild/ noun the part of a cricket 
pitch or baseball pitch near where the players 
are batting. Antonym outfield 
infighting /'infaitir)/ noun bitter argu¬ 
ments between members of a group. Syn¬ 
onym rivalry 

infiltrate /'infiltreit/ verb to become, or to 
make someone become, a member of an or¬ 
ganisation secretly, without the officials 
knowing. Synonym penetrate 
infinite /'infinot/ adj with no end 
infinitely /'infinotli/ adv very much more. 
Synonym markedly. Antonym slightly 
infinitesimal / l infini'tesim(9)l/ adj tiny, 
very small. Synonym tiny. Antonym huge 
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inform 


<D infinitive /in'fimtiv/ noun the basic 
form of a verb, usually shown by using ‘to’ 
COMMENT: Some people feel that to use ‘to 
seriously consider a proposal' is wrong, es¬ 
pecially in writing, and that you should use 
‘to consider a proposal seriously’ or ‘seri¬ 
ously to consider a proposal’. In speech, 
avoiding a split infinitive can sound clumsy 
or too formal: ‘I used to really enjoy if is 
more usual than ‘I used really to enjoy if. 
infinity /in'fimti/ noun a space or quantity 
that never ends. Synonym eternity 
infirm /in'f3:m/ adj old and weak. Syn¬ 
onym unwell 

infirmary /in'f3:mori/ noun 1. a room in a 
school or factory where people can go if they 
are ill O He cut his knee in the playground 
and was taken to the school infirmary. O She 
was sent to the infirmary to have her hand 
bandaged. 2. an old word for a hospital, now 
used in names O the Glasgow Royal Infir¬ 
mary (NOTE: The plural is infirmaries.) 
inflame /in'fleim/ verb 1. to make more vi¬ 
olent O His speech was calculated to inflame 
public opinion. 2. to make part of the body 
react by becoming red and sore O His eyes 
had become inflamed from the chlorine in the 
water. 

inflamed /in'fleimd/ adj red and sore 
inflammable /in'fla2m3b(3)l/ adj which 
can easily catch fire. Synonym flammable 
inflammation /^nfla'meijfsjn/ noun the 
process or state of being sore, red and swol¬ 
len as a reaction to an infection, an irritation, 
an injury 

inflammatory /in'flaemotfejri/ adj 1. 
which makes people behave violently o His 
inflammatory speeches caused riots. 2. 
which makes an organ or a tissue become 
sore, red and swollen O an anti-inflammatory 
drug O The ointment produced an inflamma¬ 
tory reaction. 

inflatable /in'fleit9b(9)l/ adj which can be 
inflated or blown up 

inflate /in'fleit/ verb 1 . to fill with air o He 
used a small pump to inflate the dinghy. 2. □ 
to inflate prices to make prices rise o The 
rise in interest rates has had the effect of in¬ 
flating prices in the shops. 
inflated /in'fleitid/ adj greatly increased. 
Synonym exaggerated. Antonym 
understated 

© inflation /in'fleij(3)n/ noun a state of 
the economy where prices and wages are ris¬ 
ing to keep up with each other O The govern¬ 
ment is trying to keep inflation down below 
3%. O We have 15% inflation or inflation is 
running at 15%. Antonym deflation 
inflationary /in'fleij(3)n(3)ri/ adj which 
tends to increase inflation 


inflected /in'flektid/ adj (of words) whose 
endings change to indicate the plural, the 
gender, etc. 

inflection /in'flekfon/ noun the ending of 
a word which changes to indicate the plural, 
the gender, etc. 

inflexible /in'fleksib(3)l/ adj 1. which can¬ 
not be bent or changed O The rules on this 
point are quite inflexible. O Negotiation is 
pointless if everyone maintains an inflexible 
position. 2. determined not to change your 
mind O She had a reputation for being totally 
inflexible in her talks with her EU 
counterparts. 

<D inflict /in'flikt/ verb □ to inflict pain or 
damage on someone to cause pain or dam¬ 
age to someone O Drugs can inflict serious 
harm on young people. O The bombs inflicted 
heavy damage on the capital. 
in-flight /'in flait/ adj during a flight □ 
in-flight catering the preparation of food to 
be served during a flight □ in-flight enter¬ 
tainment a film shown during a flight 
inflow /'inflou/ noun the action of flowing 
in. Synonym influx. Antonym outflow 
(D influence /'influons/ noun being able to 
change someone or something O He has had 
a good influence on the other staff in the de¬ 
partment. O The influence of the moon on the 
tides. O He was charged with driving under 
the influence of alcohol. ■ verb to make 
someone or something change O She was 
deeply influenced by her old teacher. O The 
moon influences the tides. O The price of oil 
has influenced the price of industrial goods. 

(D influential /, influ'enfol/ adj 1. which 
causes change o Her speech was influential 
in changing the opinion of the other members 
of the committee. 2. powerful O She has in¬ 
fluential friends who got the police to drop 
the charges. 

© influenza /.influ'enzo/ noun an infec¬ 
tious disease like a bad cold, with fever and 
aching muscles (NOTE: usually shortened to 

flu) 

influx /'inflAks/ noun a sudden flow into 
(NOTE: The plural is influxes.) 
info /'infou/ abbr information 
in force /in 'fo:s/ phrase 1. in large num¬ 
bers O The police were there in force. 2. □ to 
be in force to be operating or working O The 
rules have been in force since 1986. □ to 
come into force to start to operate or work o 
The new regulations will come into force on 
January 1st. 

© inform /in'foim/ verb 1. to tell someone 
officially O Have you informed the police 
that your watch has been stolen? O I regret 
to inform you that your father has died. O We 
are pleased to inform you that your offer has 
been accepted. 2. □ to inform on or against 
someone to tell the authorities that someone 
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has done something wrong O He met the po¬ 
lice secretly and informed on his colleagues. 
(D informal /m'fo:m(9)l/ adj 1. relaxed, not 
formal O Dress casually - the party will be 
informal. O The guide gave us an informal 
talk on the history of the castle. 2. (of lan¬ 
guage) used when talking to friends, but not 
used on formal occasions 
informality /.infofmasliti/ noun the lack 
of any special ceremony. Antonym formality 
informally /in'foimoli/ adv unofficially, 
not formally 

informant /in'foimont/ noun a person who 
informs or who gives information to 
someone 

(D information /.info'meij^n/ noun facts 
about something O Can you send me infor¬ 
mation about holidays in Greece? O She 
couldn’t give the police any information 
about how the accident happened. O She 
gave me a very useful piece or bit of informa¬ 
tion. O For further information, please write 
to Department 27. 

information processing /info- 
,meij(3)n 'prousesig/ noun same as data 
processing 

information retrieval /info.meiJO^ ri- 
l tri:v(o)l/ noun the process of storing and 
then finding data in a computer 
informative /in'foimotiv/ adj which tells 
you a lot, which provides a lot of informa¬ 
tion. Synonym educational 
informed /in'foimd/ adj having the latest 
information. Synonym knowledgeable. 
Antonym ignorant 

informer /in'foimo/ noun a person who 
gives information to the police about a crime 
or criminals, sometimes someone who is 
himself a criminal. Synonym informant 
infraction /in'fraekfon/ noun the act of 
breaking the law. Synonym breach 
® infrastructure /'infrostrAktJo/ noun 
the basic structure of roads, railways and 
other connections in a country 
infrequent /in'friikwont/ adj not frequent, 
not happening very often. Antonym 
frequent 

infrequently /in'friikwontli/ ac/v not hap¬ 
pening very often □ not infrequently quite 
often O She not infrequently has to work on 
Saturdays. 

infringe /in'frind 3 / verb to break a law or a 
right □ to infringe a copyright to copy a 
published text illegally O We reserve the 
right to prosecute people who infringe our 
copyrights. 

infringement /in'frindsmont/ noun the 
breaking of a law or a right 
infuriate /in'f juorieit/ verb to make some¬ 
one very angry. Synonym enrage. Antonym 
calm 


inhale 

infuriated /'infjuorieitid/ adj furious, 
very annoyed. Antonym calm 
infuriating /in'fjuorieitiq/ adj which 
makes you very annoyed. Synonym 

maddening 

infuse /in'fjuiz/ verb 1. to soak in hot wa¬ 
ter to make a drink O Leave the lime flowers 
to infuse for five minutes. 2. to pour hot water 
on tea, flowers, etc., to make a drink O Put a 
pinch of China tea in the cup and infuse it in 
hot water for four or five minutes. 3. □ to in¬ 
fuse something into someone or something 
to fill someone or something with a certain 
feeling ( formal ) O His speech infused the 
meeting with great enthusiasm. 
infusion /in'fju: 3 (o)n/ noun 1. an addition 
of something new which will help O The 
football club needs an infusion of capital to 
buy new players. O What we need is an infu¬ 
sion of original ideas. 2. a drink made by 
pouring boiling water onto a dry substance 
such as tea or flowers O My grandmother 
drinks a herbal infusion every evening before 
bed to help her get to sleep. 
ingenious /in'd 3 i:nios/ adj very clever 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with ingenuous.) 
ingeniously /in'd3i:ni3sli/ adv in a very 
ingenious way 

ingenuity /.indsi'njunti/ noun skill in in¬ 
venting new things 

ingenuous /m'd 3 enjuos/ adj naive, not 
trying to hide anything (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with ingenious.) 

ingest /invest/ verb to take into the body 
as if it were food. Antonym vomit 
ingot /'iggot/ noun a bar of gold or silver. 
Synonym slab 

ingrained /.in'greind/ adj deeply fixed. 
Synonym deep-seated 
ingratiate /in'greijieit/ verb □ to ingrati¬ 
ate yourself with someone to make yourself 
liked by someone 

ingratiating /in'greijieitir)/ adj which 
will help make someone like you 
ingratitude /in'graetitjuid/ noun not be¬ 
ing grateful. Synonym rudeness. Antonym 
gratitude 

ingredient /in'griidiont/ noun a material 
which goes to make something 
inhabit /in'hasbit/ verb to live in a place 
inhabitable /m'haebit9b(9)l/ adj which 
can be lived in. Synonym habitable 
inhabitant /in'h2ebit(3)nt/ noun a person 
who lives in a place. Synonym occupant 
inhabited /in'hasbitid/ adj lived in, espe¬ 
cially by humans 

inhalation /.inho'leiKo)^ noun the action 
of breathing in 

inhale /in'heil/ verb to breathe in, to draw 
something into your lungs when breathing. 
Antonym exhale 
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inhaler /in'heita/ noun a small device for 
administering medicine which can be inhaled 
inherent /in'hiarant/ adj natural, which 
belongs to someone or something naturally. 
Synonym characteristic 
inherently /in'hiorontli/ adv naturally part 
of something 

inherit /in'herit/ verb 1 . to receive money 
or property from a person who has died O 
She inherited a small fortune from her father. 
O When her grandfather died she inherited 
the shop. 2. to have characteristics passed on 
from a parent O I think she has inherited her 
father’s grumpy character. 3. to take over a 
client or a problem from someone O When 
they bought the shop they inherited a lot of 
ancient equipment. O The new manager had 
inherited a lot of financial problems. 
d> inheritance /in'herit(3)ns/ noun prop¬ 
erty which is received from a dead person 
inheritor /in'herita/ noun a person who re¬ 
ceives something from a person who has died 
(NOTE: usually called an heir) 

(D inhibit /in'hibit/ verb to prevent an ac¬ 
tion happening □ to have an inhibiting ef¬ 
fect on someone or something to stop 
something happening O If the teacher keeps 
looking over my shoulder at what I’m doing 
it has an inhibiting effect on my work. 
inhibited /in'hibitid/ adj not being able to 
express yourself freely or to do what you 
want to do. Synonym self-conscious. Ant¬ 
onym uninhibited 

® inhibition /.inhi'biJXajn/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of some mental influence which prevents 
normal reactions. Antonym spontaneity 
inhospitable /.mho'spit3b(o)l/ adj not 
welcoming 

in-house /in 'haus/ adv, adj working in¬ 
side a company’s building □ in-house train¬ 
ing training given to staff at their place of 
work 

inhuman /in'hjuiman/ adj cruel, not 
human 

inhumane /.inhjui'mein/ adj not humane; 
barbarous. Antonym humane 
inhumanity /.inhjui'masmti/ noun the 
cruel treatment of people or animals. Syn¬ 
onym cruelty 

inimical /i'nimik(9)l/ adj unfriendly, 
which does not encourage 
inimitable /i'mmit3b(3)l/ adj which can¬ 
not be imitated. Synonym unique 
© initial /I'mJXa)!/ adj first o The initial 
stage of the project went off smoothly. O My 
initial reaction was to say ‘no ’. O He started 
the business with an initial investment of 
£500. Antonym final ■ verb to write the first 
letters of your name on a document to show 
you have read and approved it O Can you ini¬ 
tial each page of the contract to show that 


injure 

you have approved it? O Please initial the 
agreement at the place marked with an X. 

(NOTE: initialling - initialled. The US spell¬ 
ing is initialing - initialed.) 

(D initially /i'nij(3)li/ adv at the beginning 
O Initially we didn’t like the new flat, but we 
have got used to it now. 
initials /i'mj(3)lz/ plural noun the first let¬ 
ters of a person’s names 
initiate /I'nijieit/ verb 1 . to start something 
O He initiated the new project last year. 2. to 
introduce someone into something secret, to 
show someone the basic information about 
something O He initiated her into the secrets 
of digging for gold. 

initiation /i.niJi'eiJXsjn/ noun 1 . an intro¬ 
duction to a new group of people o New 
members of the society have to undergo an 
initiation. O Freshmen protested at the initia¬ 
tion ceremony they had to go through. 2. the 
act of starting to put something into practice 
O The initiation of the new project has been 
delayed. 

(D initiative /I'mJ’ativ/ noun a decision 
which you hope will get something moving O 
The government has proposed various initia¬ 
tives to get the negotiations moving again. □ 
to take the initiative to decide to do some¬ 
thing which other people are reluctant to do 
O The manager decided to take the initiative 
and ask for a meeting with the boss. O The 
president took the initiative in asking the re¬ 
bel leader to come for talks. 
inject /in'd 3 ekt/ verb 1 . to force a liquid 
into something under pressure O The nurse 
injected the drug using a needle and syringe. 
O He injected himself with a drug. 2. to put 
something new into something O to inject 
some cash into a company O Come on, let’s 
tryt to inject some life into these rehearsals! 

(D injection /in^ekjan/ noun 1 . the act of 
injecting a liquid into the body O The doctor 
gave him a cholera injection. 2. a liquid 
which is to be injected O The clinic has or¬ 
dered another batch of flu injections. 
injunction /in'dsAqkJ'an/ noun 1. a court 
order forcing someone to stop doing some¬ 
thing or not to do something O He got an in¬ 
junction preventing his ex-wife from selling 
his car. O The company applied for an in¬ 
junction to stop their rivals marketing a 
product which was similar to theirs. 2. an in¬ 
struction, order O The children were given 
strict injunctions not to open the door. O 
Most people ignored the government’s in¬ 
junction to spend less and save more. 
injure verb to hurt o He injured his 

spine playing rugby. O Two people were in¬ 
jured in the bank hold-up. O When the goal¬ 
keeper was injured they sent on a substitute. 
O He was badly injured in a motorway acci¬ 
dent. Synonym damage. Antonym heal 
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© injured /'ind39d/ noun □ the injured 
people who have been hurt O The badly in¬ 
jured were taken to hospital by helicopter. 
injurious /in^uariss/ adj which can 
harm. Synonym harmful. Antonym 
beneficial 

© injury /'ind 3 ori/ noun 1. a place where 
your body has been hurt O He never really 
recovered from his football injury. O She re¬ 
ceived severe back injuries in the accident. 2 . 
a hurt to your feelings O Not getting first 
prize was a severe injury to his pride. (NOTE: 
The plural is injuries.) 
injustice /in'd3AStis/ noun a lack of jus¬ 
tice. Antonym justice 

ink /ir)k/ noun a liquid for writing with a pen 
O He has ink marks on his shirt. O The ink 
won’t come off the tablecloth. O She wrote 
comments on his work in red ink. ■ verb □ to 
ink in to write or draw using ink on top of 
something which was written or drawn in 
pencil 

ink-jet printer /'ink d 3 et .prints/ noun a 
computer printer that prints characters by 
sending out little jets of ink 
inkling /'irjklir)/ noun a small idea 
inland /'inland/ adv to the interior of a 
country O If you go inland from the port, you 
soon get into the forest. ■ adj in the interior 
of a country O They spent a holiday on the in¬ 
land waterways of Holland. Antonym 
coastal 

-in-law /in '1 oil suffix showing a relation¬ 
ship by marriage 

in-laws /'in lo:z/ plural noun the parents of 
your wife or husband O He visited his in-laws 
while his wife was in hospital. 
inlet /'inlet/ noun a small branch of water 
off a large stretch of water O The smugglers 
could have used any one of the numerous in¬ 
lets along this stretch of coastline. 
in-line skating /,in lain 'skeitiq/ noun 
same as rollerblading 

inmate /'inmeit/ noun a person living in a 
home or in a prison. Synonym prisoner 
in memoriam /in mi'moiriom/ phrase 
phrase meaning ‘in memory of written on a 
gravestone to show who is buried 
inmost /'inmoust/ adj deepest, most 
private 

inn /in/ noun a small hotel 
innards /'inodz/ plural noun 1. the stom¬ 
ach and intestines 2. the inside of a machine 
O He spent the whole morning fiddling 
around with the innards of his car. 
innate /fneit/ adj which is present in some¬ 
one from birth 

© inner /'ins/ adj inside o Go through that 
archway and you will come to the inner 
courtyard. O Heat is conducted from the in¬ 
ner to the outer layer of the material. 


inner circle /,ins 's3ik(s)l/ noun a small 
group of people closely associated with an 
important person such as a president 
© inner city /,ins 'siti/ noun the central 
part of a city. Synonym city centre 
inner ear /,insr 'is/ noun a space inside the 
head, beyond the middle ear, which controls 
balance and hearing 

innermost /'insmsust/ adj 1. furthest in¬ 
side O A long dark corridor led to the inner¬ 
most part of the bank vault. 2. deepest, most 
private O His poems reveal his innermost 
feelings. 

inner tube /'ins tjuib/ noun a thin rubber 
tube containing air inside a tyre 
innings /'imrjz/ noun (in cricket) the time 
when a team or a player is batting (NOTE: 
The plural is innings. In US English, in 
baseball, the singular inning is used.) O 
he’s had a good innings 1 . he’s been in his 
job a long time 2. he has lived a long time 
innocence /'in9s(s)ns/ noun 1. not being 
guilty O The lawyers tried to prove his inno¬ 
cence. 2. not having any experience or partic¬ 
ular knowledge O In my innocence, I believed 
them when they said they were police 
officers. 

innocent /'inss(s)nt/ adj 1. not guilty o 
He was found to be innocent of the crime. O 
In English law, the accused is always pre¬ 
sumed to be innocent until he is proved to be 
guilty. 2. not having any experience or 
knowledge O She’s quite innocent when 
dealing with TV reporters. ■ noun a person 
who has no experience or knowledge O He’s 
a total innocent when it comes to dealing 
with car salesmen. 

innocently /'inss(s)ntli/ adv in a way 
which shows that you do not know some¬ 
thing, or have any experience or knowledge 
innocuous /I'nokjuss/ adj harmless. Syn¬ 
onym inoffensive. Antonym offensive 
innovate /'insuveit/ verb to introduce 
changes or new methods 
© innovation /.ins'veiJXsjn/ noun a new 
invention, a new way of doing something 
innovative /'insveitiv/ adj which is a new 
way of doing something. Antonym outdated 
innovator /'insveits/ noun a person who 
brings in new ideas or new methods 
innuendo /.inju'endsu/ noun a remark 
that suggests someone has done something 
wrong, but without giving direct details. Syn¬ 
onym insinuation (NOTE: The plural is in¬ 
nuendoes.) 

innumerable /i'nju:m(s)rsb(s)l/ adj very 
many, which cannot be counted. Synonym 

countless 

inoculate /I'nokjuleit/ verb □ to inocu¬ 
late someone against a disease to stop 
someone catching a disease by injecting him 
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or her with a vaccine O The baby was inocu¬ 
lated against diphtheria. 
inoculation /i ( nDkju'leiJ(9)n/ noun □ in¬ 
oculation against a disease an injection to 
stop you catching a disease o Has the baby 
had a diphtheria inoculation? O Make sure 
you have the right inoculations before you go 
to the Far East. 

inoffensive /.ins'fensiv/ adj harmless. 
Synonym innocuous. Antonym offensive 
inopportune /in'npstjum/ adj at the 
wrong time, at an awkward moment. Ant¬ 
onym opportune 

inordinate /in'oidinst/ adj more than is 
usual. Synonym excessive. Antonym 
moderate 

inordinately /I'noidinatli/ adv much too 
much 

in-patient /'in ,peij(3)nt/ noun a person 
who stays in hospital for treatment. Antonym 

outpatient 

(D input /'input/ noun 1. an electric current 
which goes into a piece of equipment O Plug 
the input cable into the computer. 2. data fed 
into a computer O The input from the various 
branches is fed automatically into the head 
office computer. 3. a contribution to a discus¬ 
sion O Thank you very much for your input 
during the seminar. ■ verb to put data into a 
computer O Have you inputted or input the 
addresses into the database? Synonym enter 
(NOTE: inputting - inputted or input) 
inquest /'irjkwest/ noun a legal inquiry 
into how someone died. Synonym 
investigation 

(D inquire /in'kwaia/ verb 1. to ask ques¬ 
tions about something O The chef in¬ 
quired if anything was wrong with the meal. 
O She phoned the travel agent to inquire 
about air fares to Australia. O She inquired 
about my mother’s health. □ ‘inquire 
within’ ask for more details inside the office 
or shop 2. to investigate, to try to find out 
about something O The police are inquiring 
into his background. O The social services 
are inquiring about the missing girl. (NOTE: 
also spelt enquire) 

inquiring /in'kwaiarig/ adj interested in 
finding out information 
(D inquiry /in'kwaiari/ noun 1. a formal in¬ 
vestigation into a problem O A government 
inquiry into bribery in the police force. O A 
public inquiry will be held about plans to 
build another airport. 2. a question about 
something O I refer to your inquiry of May 
25th. O All inquiries should be addressed to 
this department. O He made an inquiry about 
trains to Edinburgh. (NOTE: also spelt en¬ 
quiry. The plural is inquiries.) 
inquisition /,ir)kwi'zij(3)n/ noun 1. ask¬ 
ing very thorough questions, usually using 
threats or force O They were put through an 


insecurity 

inquisition by the detectives. 2. a Roman 
Catholic organisation in the 15th to 17th cen¬ 
turies that punished people whose beliefs 
were different from those that were expected 
inquisitive /in'kwizitiv/ adj asking a lot 
of questions 

inquisitively /iq'kwizitivli/ adv 
inquiringly 

inquisitiveness /iq'kwizitivnas/ noun 
being inquisitive 

inroads /'inraudz/ noun □ to make in¬ 
roads into something to use up or deal with 
a large part of something O Defending the 
court case has made considerable inroads 
into our funds. O I’ve finished painting the 
kitchen and I hope to start making inroads 
into the bathroom tomorrow. O She finished 
writing Chapter 3 last week and is making 
good inroads into Chapter 4. 
insane /in'sein/ adj with a mental disorder 
insanitary /in'sasnitbjri/ adj not clean. 
Antonym hygienic 

insanity /in'sasniti/ noun a severe mental 
disorder or illness. Synonym foolishness. 
Antonym common sense 
insatiable /in'sei/ab^l/ adj which cannot 
be satisfied 

inscribe /in'skraib/ verb 1. to write, espe¬ 
cially to write a note inside a book when giv¬ 
ing it to someone O The book is inscribed 
‘with best wishes to John, from the author ’. 
2. to write permanently, as on stone O The 
names of the dead soldiers are inscribed on 
the walls of the cemetery. 
inscription /in'skripjsn/ noun 1. words 
cut on a surface such as stone O The tomb has 
an inscription in Latin. 2. a note written in a 
book which is given to someone O The in¬ 
scription in the front of the book is by the au¬ 
thor who gave it to his mother. 
inscrutable /in'skru:t3b(3)l/ adj mysteri¬ 
ous, which you cannot understand. Synonym 
enigmatic 

insect /'insekt/ noun a small animal with 
six legs and a body in three parts O A butter¬ 
fly is a kind of insect. O Insects have eaten 
the leaves of the cabbages. O She was stung 
by an insect. 

insect bite /'insekt bait/ noun a sting 
caused by an insect which goes through the 
skin and irritates 

insecticide /in'sektisaid/ noun a liquid or 
powder which kills insects 
insect repellent /'insekt ri.pebnt/ noun 
a chemical which keeps insects away 
insecure /.insi'kjua/ adj 1. not safe o She 
felt insecure when walking down the High 
Street alone at night. 2. not firmly fixed O Be 
careful! that scaffolding looks insecure. 
insecurity /.insi'kjuriti/ noun a feeling of 
not being safe 
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insemination /in.semi'neiJXo)!!/ noun 
the process of making a woman or female an¬ 
imal pregnant 

insensible /in'sensib(3)l/ adj 1 . not con¬ 
scious 2. with no feeling 
insensitive /in'sensitiv/ adj not worrying 
how other people feel, not sensitive to other 
people’s feelings 

inseparable /in'sep(3)r9b(3)l/ adj 1. 
which cannot be separated O In my experi¬ 
ence, discos are inseparable from noise and 
drugs. 2. (of people) always together o The 
twins are absolutely inseparable, they do ev¬ 
erything together. 

insert verb /in's3it/ to put something inside 
O She inserted another sentence into the let¬ 
ter. O He inserted each leaflet into an enve¬ 
lope. O Insert a coin into the slot. ■ noun 
/'ins3:t/ a paper which is put inside some¬ 
thing O The wedding invitation card had an 
insert with a map showing how to get to the 
church. 

insertion /in'ssiKo)^ noun 1 . the action 
of putting something in O The insertion of the 
words ‘not likely ’ changes the meaning of the 
phrase completely. 2. words added to a text O 
The editors have made so many insertions 
that the book is a lot longer. 3. the action of 
putting an advertisement into a magazine or 
newspaper O The ad is charged at £50 per 
insertion. 

inset /'inset/ noun a small piece which is 
put into something larger, such as a small 
picture inside a larger one ■ adj with some¬ 
thing fixed into it 

inshore /in'Jo:/ adj, adv on the water, but 
near the coast 

® inside /in'said/ adv indoors ( informal ) o 
Come on inside - it’s cold in the street. O It 
rained all afternoon, so we just sat inside and 
watched TV. O Is there anyone there? - The 
house seems quite dark inside. Antonym out¬ 
side ■ prep 1. in O There was nothing inside 
the bottle. O She was sitting inside the car, 
reading a book. O I’ve never been inside his 
office. 2. within □ inside two hours in less 
than two hours ■ noun a part which is in 
something O I know their office from the out¬ 
side, but what is the inside like? O The meat 
isn’t cooked - the inside is still quite red. 
Synonym interior. Antonym outside ■ adj 
1. which is inside something O He put his 
wallet into his inside pocket. 2. which is in¬ 
doors O The office has an inside garage. 
inside lane /.insaid 'lein/ noun a track 
nearest the side of the road, used by slow- 
moving vehicles, or by vehicles planning to 
turn off the road 

inside leg /'in.said leg/ noun the measure¬ 
ment of an inside trouser leg seam 
inside out /.insaid 'aut/ adv 1 . turned 
with the inner part facing outwards O He put 


insistently 

his pyjamas on inside out. 2. □ to know 
something inside out to know something 
very well O She knows Central London in¬ 
side out. 

insider /in'saido/ noun a person who 
works in an organisation and therefore knows 
secret information 

insider dealing /in.saido 'diilir)/ noun 
the illegal buying or selling of shares by peo¬ 
ple who have inside information about a 
company 

<D insides /in'saidz/ plural noun the inte¬ 
rior of something, especially your stomach 
insidious /in'sidios/ adj working secretly 
to do harm. Synonym sinister. Antonym 
harmless 

insight /'insait/ noun clear ideas or 
knowledge 

insignia /in'signio/ plural noun badges, 
chains or other decorations which symbolise 
the special position someone holds O He 
wore the insignia of a chief magistrate. 
insignificance /.insig'mfikons/ noun be¬ 
ing insignificant 

insignificant /.insig'nifikont/ adj very 
small and unimportant. Antonym significant 
insincere /jnsin'sio/ adj not sincere. Syn¬ 
onym dishonest. Antonym sincere 
insincerity /.insin'seriti/ noun a lack of 
honesty. Synonym dishonesty. Antonym 
sincerity 

insinuate /in'sinjueit/ verb 1. to suggest 
by hinting at something in an unpleasant way 
O The finance director seemed to be insinuat¬ 
ing that the boss was incompetent. 2. □ to in¬ 
sinuate yourself to work your way gradually 
into a favourable position O He managed to 
insinuate himself into the MD ’s good books. 
insinuation /in.sinju'eij’^n/ noun an in¬ 
direct and unpleasant comment (NOTE: usu¬ 
ally used in the plural) 

insipid /in'sipid/ adj 1. with no particular 
taste O They served us some insipid tomato 
soup. 2. with no excitement O Her fiance is a 
very insipid young man. O The film is beauti¬ 
fully shot, but it’s a pity the story is so 
insipid. 

(D insist /in'sist/ verb to state firmly o He 
insisted that he had never touched the car. O 
She insisted that she should be paid compen¬ 
sation for the delay. □ to insist on some¬ 
thing to state firmly that something must be 
done or given O She insisted on (being given) 
a refund. O I insist on an immediate 
explanation. 

insistence /in'sistons/ noun firm de¬ 
mands for something. Synonym persistence 
insistent /in'sistont/ adj stating or de¬ 
manding something firmly 
insistently /in'sistontli/ adv in a firm or 
demanding way 


in so far as 

@ in so far as /in 'sau 'fa: 'aez/, insofar 
as conj to the extent that 
insolence /'insalans/ noun rudeness and 
lack of respect. Synonym impudence. Ant¬ 
onym respect 

insolent /'insalant/ adj rude and lacking in 
respect. Synonym impudent. Antonym 
respectful 

insoluble /in'sDljub(a)l/ adj 1. (of a sub¬ 
stance) which will not dissolve in water 2. 
(of a problem) which cannot be solved 
insolvency /in'sclvansi/ noun not able to 
pay debts. Synonym bankruptcy. Antonym 
solvency 

insolvent /in'snlvant/ adj (especially of a 
business) not able to pay debts. Antonym 
solvent □ the company was declared insol¬ 
vent the company was officially stated to be 
unable to pay its debts 
COMMENT: ‘Insolvency’ and ‘insolvent’ are 
usually applied to companies and ‘bank¬ 
ruptcy’ and ‘bankrupt’ are applied to people. 

A company is insolvent when its debts are 
higher than its assets; if this happens it 
should stop trading 

insomnia /in'sDmnia/ noun the condition 
of not being able to sleep. Synonym sleep¬ 
lessness (NOTE: no plural) 
insomniac /in'scmnisek/ noun a person 
who suffers from insomnia 
(D inspect /in'spekt/ verb to look at some¬ 
thing closely. Antonym ignore 
(D inspection /in'spekjan/ noun the pro¬ 
cess of examining something closely O They 
carried out an inspection of the drains. 

(D inspector /in'spekta/ noun a senior of¬ 
ficial who examines something closely. Syn¬ 
onym examiner 

inspectorate /in'spekt(a)rat/ noun all in¬ 
spectors □ to join the factory inspectorate 

to become one of the inspectors of factories 
inspiration /.inspi'reiJXajn/ noun 1. a 
sudden urge to create something O Her inspi¬ 
ration comes from the countryside of her na¬ 
tive Cornwall. 2. a sudden good idea O We 
had run out of sugar and all the shops were 
closed, but she had an inspiration and tried 
the railway station snack bar. 
inspirational /, inspa'reij(a)nl/ adj which 
inspires. Antonym boring 
(D inspire /in'spaia/ verb to make someone 
feel a wish to do something. Synonym 
stimulate 

inspired /in'spaiad/ adj filled with a desire 
to do something 

inspiring /in'spaiarig/ adj who or which 
inspires. Synonym inspirational 
instability /.insta'biliti/ noun the condi¬ 
tion of not being steady. Antonym stability 
(NOTE: The adjective is unstable.) 


instep 

<D install /in'stall/ verb to put a person into 
a job, a machine into a workshop, etc. O It 
took the plumber a week to install the new 
central heating system. 

(D installation / ( insta'leij(a)n/ noun 1. 
putting a machine in place O The installation 
of the central heating took six days. 2. a 
group of machines which have been put in 
place O The harbour installations are very 
modern. O The fire seriously damaged the oil 
installations. 

installment plan /in'stailmant plan/ 
noun US the system of buying something by 
paying money regularly each month until the 
whole price has been paid (NOTE: The British 
term is hire purchase.) 

(D instalment /in'stailmant/ noun 1. a 
payment of part of a total amount of money, 
which is made regularly O They are paying 
for the kitchen by monthly instalments. O You 
pay £25 down and twelve monthly instal¬ 
ments of £20. 2. a part of something which is 
being broadcast or delivered in parts O The 
next instalment of the thriller will be shown 
on Monday evening. (NOTE: [all senses] The 
US spelling is installment.) 

(D instance /'instans/ noun an example o 
There have been several instances of bullying 
in our local school. O In this instance, we 
will pay for the damage. □ for instance as an 
example O Why don’t you take up a new 
sport - golf, for instance? 

® instant /'instant/ noun a moment or sec¬ 
ond O For an instant, he stood still and 
watched the policemen. ■ adj immediate O A 
savings account can give you instant access 
to your money. 

instantaneous /.instan'teinias/ adj im¬ 
mediate. Synonym prompt. Antonym 
gradual 

instantaneously /.instan'teiniasli/ adv 
immediately 

instant coffee /.instant 'kr>fi/ noun cof¬ 
fee powder to which you add hot water to 
make a fast cup of coffee 
instantly /'instantli/ adv immediately, at 
once. Synonym promptly. Antonym 

gradually 

instant messaging /.instant 'mesid 3 ir)/ 
noun a system for communicating directly by 
electronic means such as e-mail 
instead /in'sted/, instead of adv in place 
of O Since he’s ill, I’m going instead of him. 
O Instead of stopping when the policeman 
shouted, he ran away. O Why don’t you help 
me with the housework, instead of sitting and 
watching TV all day? O We haven’t any cof¬ 
fee - would you like some tea instead? O If 
you can’t go, can I go instead? 
instep /'instep/ noun the arched middle 
part of your foot (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
in step.) 
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instigate 

instigate /'instigeit/ verb to make some¬ 
thing happen. Synonym bring about 
instigation /^nsti'geiJXoJn/ noun 1. the 
process of making something happen O We 
await the instigation of criminal proceedings 
against those responsible for the violence. 2. 
□ at someone’s instigation when someone 
suggests it O At the instigation of the store 
manager, the opening times were changed. 
instigator /'instigeito/ noun a person who 
stirs up trouble or who makes something 
happen 

instil /in'stil/ verb to put an idea into some¬ 
one’s mind gradually (NOTE: instilling - in¬ 
stilled. The US spelling is instill.) 
instinct /'instigkt/ noun something which 
you have from birth and have not learnt O 
Many animals have a hunting instinct. □ by 
instinct from a feeling which you have inside 
you O She seems to know by instinct if we 
have bought any chocolates. O He seemed to 
feel by instinct that the plane was dangerous. 
instinctive /in'stirjktrv/ adj (of a reac¬ 
tion) natural 

instinctively /in'stirjktivli/ adv because 
of something which you feel inside you. Syn¬ 
onym impulsively 

(D institute /'institju:t/ noun an organisa¬ 
tion set up for a special purpose O They are 
proposing to set up a new institute of educa¬ 
tion. O She goes to the research institute’s li¬ 
brary every week. ■ verb to set up or to start 
O to institute a lawsuit against someone. 

<D institution /.insti'tjuiJXoJn/ noun 1. an 
organisation, society set up for a special pur¬ 
pose O A prison is an institution which 
houses criminals. 2. a permanent custom O 
The lottery has rapidly become a national in¬ 
stitution. O British institutions such as cream 
teas and the royal family. 3. the process of 
setting something up O The institution of le¬ 
gal proceedings against the president. 
institutional /.insti'tju:J(3)n(3)l/ adj re¬ 
ferring to institutions. Synonym utilitarian. 
Antonym unique 

institutionalise /.insti'tjuij^nolaiz/, 
institutionalize verb 1. to make something 
into an institution O The 1970s rock group 
have been around for so long that they have 
become institutionalised. 2. to put a person 
into an institution O She was declared insane 
and institutionalised. 

(D instruct /in'strAkt/ verb 1. □ to instruct 
someone to do something to tell someone 
officially to do something O The inspectors 
instructed the restaurant to replace its 
kitchen equipment. O The firemen instructed 
us to leave the building. 2. to show someone 
how to do something O The stewardess will 
instruct you in ways of evacuating the air¬ 
craft if a fire breaks out. 3. □ to instruct a 
solicitor to give information to a lawyer and 


to ask him to start working for you □ to in¬ 
struct a barrister (of a solicitor) to give a 
barrister all the details of a case which he will 
need in court 

instruction /in'strAkJon/ noun 1. the pro¬ 
cess of teaching, or the facts and skills taught 
2. the profession of teaching 3. an order or a 
command 

instructional /in'strAkJanl/ adj which 
teaches (formal) 

instruction manual /in'strAkfon 
.maenjuol/ noun a book which tells you how 
something should be used 
instructive /in'strAktiv/ adj which gives a 
lot of infonnation. Synonym informative 
instructor /in'strAkto/ noun a teacher, es¬ 
pecially of a sport. Synonym teacher 
® instrument /'instrumont/ noun a piece 
of equipment O The technical staff have in¬ 
struments which measure the output of 
electricity. 

instrumental /.instru'mentl/ adj 1. □ in¬ 
strumental in doing something responsible, 
playing an important part in getting some¬ 
thing done O The mayor was instrumental in 
getting our building proposals passed by the 
planning committee. 2. referring to a musical 
instrument O I prefer instrumental music to 
choral music. 

instrumentalist /.instrumentalist/ 
noun a person who plays a musical instru¬ 
ment. Compare vocalist. Synonym 
musician 

instrumentation /.inst rumen'teiJX3)n/ 
noun 1. the process of arranging a piece of 
music for several instruments O Tim wrote 
the lyrics and Andrew was responsible for 
the instrumentation. 2. technical equipment 
O We were impressed by the advanced in¬ 
strumentation of the new fighter. 
instrument panel /'instrumont 
,paen(3)l/ noun a flat part of a car in front of 
the driver, with dials which show speed, etc. 
insubordinate /.inso'boidinot/ adj not 
obeying orders. Synonym disobedient. Ant¬ 
onym obedient 

insubordination /.insoboidi'nei^n/ 
noun the act of not obeying orders. Synonym 
disobedience. Antonym obedience 
insubstantial /.insob'stasnfol/ adj 1. not 
very solid or strong 2. not seeming real 
insufferable /in'sAf(3)r3b(3)l/ adj which 
you cannot bear. Synonym excruciating 
insufficient /.inso'fiJX^nt/ adj not 
enough. Synonym inadequate. Antonym 
surplus 

insufficiently /.insA'fiJX^ntli/ adv not 
enough 

insular /'insjulo/ adj 1. thinking only of 
your own local interests O Opponents of the 
UK joining the euro were accused of being 
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insular. 2. referring to an island O The insu¬ 
lar flora and fauna of the Galapagos are 
unique. 

insularity /.insju'laeriti/ noun a lack of in¬ 
terest in anything other than your own local 
interests 

insulate /'insjuleit/ verb to prevent heat or 
cold or sound escaping or entering 
insulation /.insju'leijfs)^ noun 1. the 
process of preventing heat or cold or sound 
escaping or entering O Good insulation saves 
energy. 2. materials used to insulate some¬ 
thing O The previous owners had used straw 
in the roof for insulation. 
insulator /'insjuleito/ noun 1 . a material 
which insulates something O Rubber is a 
good insulator. 2. a device which insulates 
something O The high voltage electric cables 
must have good insulators. 
insulin /'insjulin/ noun a hormone which 
controls the way in which the body converts 
sugar into energy and controls the level of 
sugar in the blood 

insult noun /'insAlt/ a rude word said to or 
about a person O That is an insult to the gov¬ 
ernment. O The crowd shouted insults at the 
police. Synonym affront. Antonym compli¬ 
ment □ an insult to someone’s intelligence 
something which is so obvious or easy that 
anyone could understand it O That TV quiz is 
an insult to the intelligence of the viewers. ■ 
verb /in'sAlt/ to say rude things about some¬ 
one O He was accused of insulting the presi¬ 
dent ’s wife. Antonym praise 
(D insulting /in'sAltig/ adj rude. Synonym 
abusive. Antonym polite 
insultingly /in's Alt irjli/ adv in an insulting 
way 

insuperable /in'su:p(9)r3b(9)l/ adj which 
cannot be solved or dealt with successfully. 
Synonym insurmountable. Antonym easy 
(D insurance /in'Juorons/ noun an agree¬ 
ment with a company by which you are paid 
compensation for loss or damage in return for 
regular payments of money O Do you have 
insurance for your travel? Synonym cover □ 
to take out an insurance against fire to pay 
money, so that if a fire happens, you will get 
some money 

insure /in'Jus/ verb to agree with a com¬ 
pany that if you pay them a regular amount of 
money, they will pay you for loss or damage 
to property or persons. Synonym protect 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with ensure.) 
insurer /in'Jusro/ noun a person or com¬ 
pany which insures 

insurgency /in's3:d33nsi/ noun a situa¬ 
tion where many groups fight to try to bring 
down a government over a long period of 
time. Synonym uprising 


insurgent /in's3:d39nt/ adj fighting to 
bring down a government by force O The in¬ 
surgent army is within ten kilometres of the 
capital. Synonym mutinous ■ noun a per¬ 
son who fights to bring down a government 
by force O The army tried to capture the 
leader of the insurgents. Synonym rebel 
insurmountable /.inso'mauntobCo)!/ adj 
which cannot be solved or dealt with success¬ 
fully. Synonym unbeatable. Antonym easy 
insurrection /.inso'rekjon/ noun a rebel¬ 
lion against a government. Synonym 
uprising 

intact /in'tcekt/ adj in one piece, not bro¬ 
ken. Synonym complete 
intake /'inteik/ noun 1. a thing or things 
which are taken in O She is trying to reduce 
her calorie intake or her intake of calories. 2. 
a group of new students, soldiers, etc. O We 
are increasing our intake of mature students 
again this year. O This year’s intake of re¬ 
cruits has more potential officers than usual. 
intangible /in'taend3ib(3)l/ adj which can¬ 
not be defined 

integer /'intid 3 o/ noun a whole number, 
not a fraction 

integral /'intigrol/ adj which forms part of 
something 

integrate /'intigreit/ verb to link up to 
form a whole 

integrated circuit /.intigreitid 's3ikit/ 
noun an electronic circuit on a microchip 
<D integration /.inti'greij^n/ noun the 
act of integrating 

integrity /in'tegriti/ noun 1. honesty, 
moral principles O His integrity is in doubt 
since the report on the company loan scan¬ 
dal. 2. an existence as a single thing or group 
O We must try to maintain the integrity of the 
association by avoiding a split among the 
members. 

intellect /'intilekt/ noun 1. the power of 
the brain to think or reason O You could see 
at once that she was a person of superior in¬ 
tellect. 2. a very intelligent person O Eras¬ 
mus was one of the great intellects of the 
sixteenth century. 

(D intellectual /.inti'lektjuol/ adj 1. refer¬ 
ring to the way you use your brain O ‘ The 
Times’ crossword requires considerable in¬ 
tellectual effort. O She has great intellectual 
capacity. 2. (of a person) who is good at 
using their brain O She is more intellectual 
than her husband. ■ noun 1. a person who 
believes that the brain is very important 
2. a person who uses his or her brain to 
make a living O Left-wing intellectuals have 
criticised the Prime Minister. Synonym 
philosopher 


intellectual property 

intellectual property /inti,lektjuol 

'propoti/ noun original creative work or 
ideas which can be protected by law 
(D intelligence /in'telid 3 ons/ noun 1. the 
ability to think and understand O His intelli¬ 
gence is well above average. 2. information 
provided by the secret services O Intelligence 
gathered by our network of agents is very 
useful to us in planning future strategy. 
intelligence quotient /in'telid 3 ons 

,kwoijf(o)nt/ noun a number believed to 
show how intelligent a person is compared to 
others. Abbr IQ 

(D intelligent /in'telid 3 ont/ adj 1. clever, 
able to understand things very well O She is 
more intelligent than her brother. O He’s the 
most intelligent child in his class. 2. able to 
think and reason O an intelligent computer 
terminal O Is there intelligent life on Mars? 
intelligentsia /in.teli'dsentsio/ noun the 
intellectual, artistic and educated people in a 
society 

intelligible /in'telid 3 ib(o)l/ adj which can 
be understood. Synonym comprehensible. 
Antonym unintelligible 
<D intend /in'tend/ verb □ to intend to do 
something to plan to do something O We in¬ 
tended to get up early but we all overslept. O 
The company intends to sue for damages. □ I 
intended no insult I did not mean my words 
to be taken as an insult 
(D intended /in'tendid/ adj 1. planned or 
chosen deliberately O They never reached 
their intended destination. O The murderer 
followed his intended victim. 2. provided for 
a special purpose O The big plate is intended 
to be used for serving meat. 

(§> intense /in'tens/ adj 1. very strong or 
energetic O There was a period of intense 
diplomatic activity to try to get the hostages 
released. O She had an intense period of 
study before the exams. 2. extremely serious 
and showing feelings strongly O She is a very 
intense young woman. 

intensely /in'tensli/ adv strongly. Syn¬ 
onym forcefully. Antonym mildly 
intensification /in.tensifi'keiJXojn/ 
noun 1. the process of making something 
stronger 2. the process of becoming stronger 
O the intensification of the paper’s attacks on 
the government ► Antonym reduction 
intensify /in'tensifai/ verb 1. to become 
stronger O The rain intensified and continued 
all night. 2. to make something stronger O 
He intensified his attacks on the government. 
intensity /in'tensiti/ noun strength or vio¬ 
lence. Antonym moderation (NOTE: no 
plural) 

intensive /in'tensiv/ adj with a lot of ef¬ 
fort O He took a two-week intensive course in 
German. 


intercity 

intensive care /in.tensiv 'keo/ noun the 
close care and treatment of patients who are 
very ill or badly injured so that essential ac¬ 
tion can be taken with a minimum of delay if 
it is needed 

intensively /in'tensivli/ adv with a lot of 
effort 

intent /in'tent/ adj determined o She’s in¬ 
tent on becoming a manager. ■ noun an aim. 
Synonym intention □ with intent to de¬ 
fraud with the aim of deceiving □ to all in¬ 
tents and purposes in almost every way O 
He is to all intents and purposes the boss of 
the business. 

® intention /in'tenjon/ noun an aim or 
plan to do something O I can assure you that 
I have no intention of going to the party. O 
The fans came with the deliberate intention 
of stirring up trouble. Synonym aim 
intentional /in'tenJon(o)l/ adj done on 
purpose. Synonym deliberate. Antonym 
accidental 

intentionally /m'tenJon(o)li/ adv on 
purpose 

intently /in'tentli/ adv with a lot of con¬ 
centration. Synonym closely 
inter /in't3:/ verb to bury (note: interring 
- interred) 

inter- /into/ prefix between 
interact /.intor'aekt/ verb □ to interact 
with someone to work in a friendly way with 
someone O She is interacting well with her 
teachers. □ to interact with something to 
have an effect on something 
d> interaction /.intor'aekjon/ noun an ef¬ 
fect of two things on each other 
interactive /.intor'aektiv/ adj each having 
an effect on the others O We teach drama 
through interactive groups. 
intercept /,into 1 sept/ verb to stop some¬ 
thing as it is passing. Synonym cut off 
interception /.into'sepjon/ noun the pro¬ 
cess of stopping something which is passing. 
Synonym capture 

interchange noun /'intotJeind 3 /1. an ex¬ 
change O an interchange of ideas O The con¬ 
ference was organised to promote an 
interchange of ideas in the field of robotics. 
2. a large road junction where motorways 
cross O There was a massive pile-up at the 
interchange. ■ verb /.into'tjeinds/ to ex¬ 
change one thing for another O The four 
wheels can be interchanged (with each 
other). O The players are constantly inter¬ 
changing positions on the field. 
interchangeable /.into'tjeindsotyo)!/ 
adj which can be exchanged for each other 
intercity /.into'siti/ adj (of trains or 
planes) travelling between two cities 
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intercom /'intokmn/ noun a radio for 
speaking to people over a short distance in¬ 
side a building 

intercontinental /.intokDnti'nentfo)!/ 
adj from one continent to another, between 
continents 

intercourse /'intokois/ noun 1. same as 
sexual intercourse o They had intercourse 
on the first night they met. 2. communication 
between people O ‘How do you do? ’ is a po¬ 
lite expression used in normal social 
intercourse. 

interdependent /.intodi 1 pendant/ adj 1. 
needing each other to exist 2. relying on each 
other’s help or support 
interdict /'intodikt/ noun an official order 
telling someone not to do something. Syn¬ 
onym order 

(i) interest /'introst/ noun 1. special atten¬ 
tion to something O She takes a lot of interest 
in politics. O He has no interest in what his 
sister is doing. O Why doesn’t he take more 
interest in local affairs ? 2. a thing which you 
pay attention to O Her main interest is canoe¬ 
ing. O List your special interests on your CV. 
3. a percentage which is paid to someone 
who lends money O Deposit accounts pay 
more interest. O How much interest do I have 
to pay if I borrow £1000? 4. a financial share 
in something □ he has a controlling interest 
in the company he owns more than 50% of 
the shares and so can direct how the company 
is run □ to acquire a substantial interest in 
the company to buy a large number of shares 
in a company ■ verb to attract someone o 
He’s particularly interested in old cars. O 
Nothing seems to interest him very much. O 
The book didn’t interest me at all. O He tried 
to interest several companies in his new 
invention. 

(D interested /'introstid/ adj with a per¬ 
sonal interest in something O He’s interested 
in old churches. O She’s interested in crime 
fiction. 

® interesting /'introstirj/ adj which at¬ 
tracts your attention O There’s an interesting 
article in the newspaper on European foot¬ 
ball. O She didn’t find the TV programme 
very interesting. O What’s so interesting 
about old cars? - I find them dull. Antonym 
boring 

interestingly /'introstirjli/ adv it is inter¬ 
esting that 

interest rate /'introst reit/ noun a per¬ 
centage charged for borrowing money 
interface /'intofeis/ noun 1. a point where 
two computer systems connect, or a program 
which allows two computer systems to be 
connected 2. an area where two different sys¬ 
tems meet and interact O Great progress is 
being made at the interface between medical 
science and genetic engineering. ■ verb □ to 


intermediary 

interface with (of a computer device) to 
communicate with O My laptop can interface 
with any other computer in the building. 
interfere /into'fio/ verb □ to interfere in 
or with something to get in the way of some¬ 
thing, to be involved in something in such a 
way that it does not work well O His mother 
is always interfering in his private life. O 
Stop interfering with the TV controls. 

(D interference /into'fiorons/ noun 1 . an 
involvement with someone else’s life or busi¬ 
ness O His aunt’s interference in his wedding 
preparations made him very annoyed. 2. a 
noise which affects radio or TV programmes 
O The reception isn ’t good tonight - there’s a 
lot of interference. (NOTE: no plural) 
interim /'intorim/ adj (of a report) given 
halfway through a period, before the final re¬ 
sult is known O Please send us an interim re¬ 
port on the first year of your research 
project. Synonym temporary. Antonym 
permanent ■ noun □ in the interim mean¬ 
while O We are still redecorating the offices: 
in the interim you will have to share an office 
with your boss. 

interior /in'tiorio/ adj inside. Synonym in¬ 
ternal. Antonym peripheral ■ noun an in¬ 
ner part of a building, car, etc. O She 
cautiously walked into the interior of the 
cave. O The interior of the building is fine, 
but the exterior needs repainting. 
interior decorator /in.tiorio dekoreito/ 
noun a person who paints and decorates the 
interior of buildings 

interior design /in.tiario di'zain/ noun 
the planning of the appearance of the inside 
of a building 

® interior designer /in.tiarb di'zaino/ 
noun a person who designs the inside of a 
building, including wall coverings, paint 
colours, furniture, fabrics, etc. 
interject /.into'dsekt/ verb to interrupt 
with a comment 

(D interjection /.into'dsekjbn/ noun an 
exclamation, a word used to show surprise 
interlock /.into'lDk/ verb to fit together so 
as not to come apart easily. Synonym mesh 
interlude /'intoluid/ noun 1 . a pause for a 
dance or piece of music between parts of a 
performance O There will now be a short mu¬ 
sical interlude. 2. a quiet time between two 
lively periods O There was a short interlude, 
then the noise started again. O During an in¬ 
terlude in the street battle, ambulancemen 
went to find wounded demonstrators. 
intermarry /.into'maeri/ verb to marry 
within the same family group 
intermediary /.into'miidbri/ adj between 
two parties O She played an intermediary 
role in the negotiations between the two 
sides. Synonym intermediate ■ noun a per- 
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son who is the link between parties who do 
not agree or who are negotiating O He re¬ 
fused to act as an intermediary between the 
two directors. (NOTE: The plural is interme¬ 
diaries.) 

intermediate /.ints'miidiat/ adj 1. be¬ 
tween two points O We are at an intermedi¬ 
ate stage in our research work. 2. between 
beginners and advanced O She has passed 
her intermediate level English. 
interminable /in l t3:min3b(3)l/ adj which 
never ends, which is boring. Synonym end¬ 
less. Antonym finite 

interminably /in'tsiminobli/ adv without 
coming to an end 

intermission /.into' 1111 /( 9 ) 11 / noun espe¬ 
cially US an interval in a performance 
intermittent /.intg'mit^nt/ adj stopping 
and starting at intervals. Synonym 

spasmodic 

intern noun /'int3:n/ US a medical school 
graduate who is working in a hospital while 
at the same time finishing his studies O Hos¬ 
pital interns work very long hours. (NOTE: 
The British term is houseman.) ■ verb lm- 
't3:n/ to put someone in a prison or in a camp 
without trial, usually for political reasons O 
Many intellectuals and opponents of the mili¬ 
tary regime have been interned. Synonym 
imprison 

© internal /in't3:n(9)l/ adj inside 
internal combustion engine /in- 
,t3:n(9)l kAm'bAst Jon ,end3in/ noun a type 
of engine in which petrol is burned inside the 
cylinders of the engine, so forcing the pistons 
to move 

internal flight /m,t3:n(9)l 'flait/ noun a 
flight inside a country 
internally /in't3:n(9)li/ adv inside 
<D international /.intg'naej^nol/ adj be¬ 
tween countries O an important international 
company O An international conference on 
the environment. Synonym global ■ noun 1. 
a sportsman who has played for his country’s 
team against another country O There are 
three England internationals in our local 
team. 2. a game between two countries O The 
Rugby international will be held next Satur¬ 
day at Twickenham. 

internationalist /int9'n£ej(9)n9list/ noun 
a person who believes in the need for coun¬ 
tries to work together 

internationally /.intg'nasj^ngli/ adv be¬ 
tween countries 

internee /,mt3:'ni:/ noun a person who has 
been interned, usually a political prisoner 
who has not been tried 
Internet /'intonet/ noun an international 
network linking thousands of computers us¬ 
ing telephone links O We send messages over 
the Internet to hundreds of users of our pro d- 
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nets. O He searched the Internet for informa¬ 
tion on cheap tickets to Alaska. (NOTE: also 
called simply the Net) 

COMMENT: Internet addresses (or ‘domain 
names’) of companies and other organisa¬ 
tions are made up of two or three parts. The 
first part is the name of the organisation (of¬ 
ten abbreviated); the second can be .co (for 
a company), .com (for companies based in 
the USA), .edu (for educational establish¬ 
ments), .net (for Internet suppliers), .gov for 
US government organisations and .mil (for 
military). With the exception of the USA, all 
countries add a further two-character coun¬ 
try of origin name, such as .au for Australia, 
.cn for China, .uk for the United Kingdom, or 
.de for Germany. 

internment /m't3:nm9nt/ noun the action 
of interning, of putting someone into a prison 
or camp without trial. Synonym 

imprisonment 

interpersonal / 1 int9'p3:s(9)n(9)l/ adj be¬ 
tween people 

interpersonal skills /,int9p3:s(9)n(9)l 
'skilz/ plural noun skills used when commu¬ 
nicating with other people, especially when 
negotiating 

interplay /'intoplei/ noun a reaction be¬ 
tween two things. Synonym chemistry 
interpose /.intg'pouz/ verb to place some¬ 
thing in between 

© interpret /in't3:pnt/ verb 1. to translate 
what someone is saying into a different lan¬ 
guage O The courier knows Greek, so he will 
interpret for us. 2. to explain the meaning of 
something O His letter was interpreted as 
meaning that he refused the offer. O Her fit of 
giggles was interpreted as ‘yes ’. 

© interpretation /in.tsipn'teiJXo)!!/ 
noun 1 . a meaning O A poem can have many 
interpretations. O The book puts quite a dif¬ 
ferent interpretation on the meaning of the 
rule. 2. the act of translating what someone is 
saying into a different language O She is tak¬ 
ing a course in simultaneous interpretation. 
3. a way of playing a piece of music O Two of 
the young musicians were praised for their 
interpretations of Bach. 
interpretative /in't3:rprit9tiv/ adj refer¬ 
ring to interpretation. Synonym explanatory 
© interpreter /in't3:prit9/ noun a person 
who translates what someone is saying into a 
different language 

interrelate /.intori'leit/ verb to be closely 
connected with something else 
interrelated /,mtsri 1 leitid/ adj in a rela¬ 
tionship in which each depends on or is af¬ 
fected by the other or others 
interrogate /in'terogeit/ verb to question 
someone severely, often for a long period of 
time 


interrogation 

interrogation /in,tera'geij(9)n/ noun a 
severe questioning 

interrogative /.into'rogotiv/ adj which 
asks a question 

interrogative pronoun /.into.rDgotiv 
■prounaun/ noun a pronoun which asks a 
question 

interrupt /, into 'tap t/ verb 1. to start talk¬ 
ing when someone else is talking O Excuse 
me for interrupting, but have you seen the of¬ 
fice keys anywhere? 2. to stop something 
which is taking place O They interrupted 
their tour of Europe. O The strike interrupted 
the flow of spare parts to our factory. 

@ interruption /.into'rApJon/ noun some¬ 
thing that interrupts or stops you from 
working 

intersect /.into'sekt/ verb to cut across 
each other. Synonym cross 
intersection /'into.sekjon/ noun 1. a 
place where two or more roads cross O The 
accident occurred at one of the busiest inter¬ 
sections in the city. 2. a place where lines cut 
across each other O The intersection on the 
graph shows when the pound became weaker 
than the dollar. 

intersperse /.into'spais/ verb 1. to inter¬ 
rupt one activity with another for short peri¬ 
ods of time 2. to put various things in or 
among something else 

interspersed /.into'spaist/ adj □ inter¬ 
spersed with among or between other things 
O The play consisted of short conversations 
interspersed with long periods of silence. 
interstate adj /into'steit/1. between two 
countries O Interstate negotiations are con¬ 
tinuing to decide on the expansion of the EU. 
2. US between two states O We took the in¬ 
terstate freeway to San Diego. ■ noun 
/'intosteit/ US a road between two states o 
They took Interstate 80 to Nevada. 
intertwine /.into'twain/ verb to twist 
things together; to be twisted together. Syn¬ 
onym interweave 

(D interval / l int3v(o)l/ noun 1. a period of 
time between two points O There will be 
bright intervals during the morning, but it 
will rain in the afternoon. O There will be a 
short interval during which the table will be 
cleared. 2. a period of time between two acts 
in a play O Anyone arriving late won’t be al¬ 
lowed in until the first interval. 3. □ at inter¬ 
vals from time to time O At intervals, he 
almost seems sane. □ at regular intervals 
fairly often O At regular intervals during my 
interview, the phone would ring and the man 
interviewing me would take down messages. 
4. (in music) a difference in pitch o The in¬ 
terval between D and A is a fifth. 

® intervene /.into'viin/ verb to come be¬ 
tween □ to intervene in a dispute to try to 
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settle a disagreement O The government re¬ 
fused to intervene in the dispute. 
intervening /.into'viimg/ adj which co¬ 
mes between 

(D intervention /.into'venj’on/ noun an act 
of intervening between two things, or an ac¬ 
tion to make a change in a system 
interventionist /.into'venjomst/ adj re¬ 
ferring to a policy of intervention 
@ interview /'intovju:/ noun 1. a conver¬ 
sation between an important or interesting 
person and a journalist, broadcast on radio, 
TV or printed in a newspaper O She gave an 
interview to the Sunday magazine. 2. a for¬ 
mal meeting in which one or more people ask 
you questions to find out if you are suitable 
for something such as a particular job or a 
course at university O We asked six candi¬ 
dates for interview. O He’s had six inter¬ 
views, but still no job offers. O When will you 
attend your first interview? ■ verb 1. to ask a 
famous or interesting person questions about 
themselves and their work in order to publish 
or broadcast what they say O The journalist 
interviewed the Prime Minister. 2. to meet a 
person who is applying for something such as 
a job or a place on a university course, to see 
if he or she is suitable O We interviewed ten 
candidates, but did not find anyone we liked. 
interviewee /.intovjui'i:/ noun a person 
who is being or who is going to be inter¬ 
viewed. Synonym applicant. Antonym 
interviewer 

(D interviewer /'intovjuio/ noun a person 
who asks the questions at an interview 
interweave /.into'wiiv/ verb to weave 
together. Synonym intertwine (NOTE: inter¬ 
weaving - interwove /.into'wouv/ - inter¬ 
woven) 

intestate /in'testeit/ adj not having made 
a will 

intestinal /in'testin(3)l/ adj referring to 
the intestine 

intestine /in'testin/ noun □ the small in¬ 
testine the top section of the intestines, lead¬ 
ing down from the stomach 
intestines /in'testinz/ plural noun the 
tube inside your body which passes from the 
stomach to the anus, and in which food is di¬ 
gested as it passes through 
intimacy /'intimosi/ noun a sexual rela¬ 
tionship with someone 

intimate ady/'intimot/1. very close O She 
is an intimate friend from my schooldays. O 
They had intimate knowledge of the layout of 
the house. 2. sexual O an intimate relation¬ 
ship 3. very detailed O They had intimate 
knowledge of the layout of the house. ■ verb 
/'intimeit/ to announce or to suggest o He 
intimated that he was going to resign and go 
to work in Australia. 


446 


447 


introduction 


intimately 

intimately /'intimotli/ adv closely 
intimation /jnti'meiJXs)!!/ noun the sug¬ 
gestion that you will do something. Synonym 

hint 

intimidate /in'timideit/ verb to frighten 
someone by threatening them or appearing to 
threaten them 

intimidated /in'timideitid/ adj feeling 
frightened or feeling that someone is better 
than you at doing something 
intimidating /in'timideitiij/ adj frighten¬ 
ing. Synonym threatening. Antonym 
approachable 

intimidation /in.timi'deij^n/ noun the 
action of frightening someone with threats. 
Synonym coercion 

<D into /'into, 'intu, 'intu:/ prep 1. showing 
movement towards the inside O She went into 
the shop. O He fell into the lake. O Put the 
cards back into their box. O You can’t get ten 
people into a taxi. O We all stopped talking 
when he came into the room. O The bus is go¬ 
ing into the town centre. 2. hitting against 
something O The bus drove into a lamppost. 
3. showing a change O The tadpole changed 
into a frog. O Water turns into steam when it 
is heated. O She changed into an evening 
dress for the party. □ to burst into tears to 
start crying suddenly O When she opened the 
box she burst into tears. 4. showing that you 
are dividing O Try to cut the cake into ten 
equal pieces. □ six into four won’t go you 
cannot divide four by six 5. liking something 
very much O He’s into reggae. 
intolerable /in l tDlorob(o)l/ adj which you 
cannot bear. Synonym unbearable. Ant¬ 
onym bearable 

intolerably /in'tolorobli/ adv in a way that 
you cannot bear 

intolerance /in'tDlorons/ noun a refusal to 
accept the points of view of other people 
intolerant /in'tDloront/ adj refusing to ac¬ 
cept the points of view of other people. Syn¬ 
onym bigoted. Antonym tolerant 
(D intonation /.into'neiJXojn/ noun a rise 
or fall of the voice in speech or singing 
intone /in'toun/ verb to speak something in 
a slow singing voice 

intoxicant /in'tDksikont/ noun a sub¬ 
stance such as alcohol, which makes you 
drunk 

intoxicated /in'tDksikeitid/ adj 1 . drunk, 
under the effects of alcohol O He was 
charged with driving while intoxicated. 2. 
extremely excited O Intoxicated with their 
success, they decided to go out to celebrate. 
intoxicating /in'toksikeitir)/ adj 1 . which 
makes you drunk O It is illegal to sell intoxi¬ 
cating liquor to people under the age of 18. 
2. which makes you excited O Excited by the 


intoxicating atmosphere of the football 
crowd she stood on her seat and cheered. 
intoxication /in.tDksi'keiJXojn/ noun the 
state of being drunk. Synonym alcoholism 
intractable /in'traekt9b(9)l/ adj very diffi¬ 
cult to deal with; which is impossible to solve 
intranet /'intranet/ noun a computer net¬ 
work within an organisation 
intransigence /in'traensid 3 ons/ noun the 
quality of being determined not to change 
your mind. Antonym flexibility 
intransigent /in'traensid 3 ont/ adj deter¬ 
mined not to change your mind. Synonym 
inflexible 

intransitive /in'traensitiv/ adj describes a 
verb that does not need a direct object to 
complete its meaning 

intravenous /.intro'viinos/ adj put into a 
vein 

in-tray /'in trei/ noun a file or basket on 
your desk for papers that you have to deal 
with (NOTE: The file for outgoing letters is 
the out-tray and that for letters which are 
waiting for a decision is the pending tray.) 
intrepid /in'trepid/ adj without fear, very 
brave (literary or humorous). Synonym fear¬ 
less. Antonym cowardly 
intricacy /'intrikosi/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing very complicated. Synonym complexity 
intricate /'intrikot/ adj very complicated, 
made of many different parts 
intrigue /'intriig/ noun a secret plan o The 
story is one of intrigues at the court of Mary 
Queen of Scots. ■ verb 1. to make secret 
plans, especially to harm someone O She in¬ 
trigued to get the ambassador assassinated. 
2. to make someone interested O The girl’s 
story intrigued him. 

intrigued /in'triigd/ adj interested in 
something because it is unusual 
intriguing /in'triigir)/ adj which makes 
you interested. Synonym interesting 
intrinsic /in'trinsik/ adj forming a basic 
part of something. Synonym basic 
intrinsically /in'trinzikli/ adv basically 
intro /'introu/ noun an introduction, espe¬ 
cially to a piece of music 
(D introduce /.intro'djuis/ verb 1. to pres¬ 
ent someone to another person or to people 
who did not know him or her previously O 
He introduced me to a friend of his called 
Anne. O She introduced me to her new 
teacher. 2. to announce a TV or radio 
programme, etc. O He introduced the start of 
the cricket commentary. 3. to bring some¬ 
thing to a new place O Several species of 
plant now common in Britain were intro¬ 
duced by the Romans. O Starlings were intro¬ 
duced to the USA in 1891. 

(D introduction /.intro'dAkJon/ noun 1. 
the act of meeting someone or something for 
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introductory 

the first time O The Fair in Chicago was his 
introduction to the American business scene. 
2. a letter making someone known to other 
people who did not know him previously o 
I’m going to Moscow next week - can you 
give me an introduction to anyone there? O 
I’ll give you an introduction to Mike Smith - 
he is an old friend of mine. 3. a piece at the 
beginning of a book which explains the rest 
of the book O Read the introduction which 
gives an explanation of the book’s layout. 4. 
a book which gives basic information about a 
subject O He’s the author of an introduction 
to mathematics. 5. bringing into use □ the in¬ 
troduction of new technology the process of 
putting new computers into a business or in¬ 
dustry 6. the act of bringing something to a 
new place O Before the introduction of grey 
squirrels, the red squirrel was widespread. 

introductory / l intro l dAkt(9)ri/ adj which 
introduce 

introspection /, intro'spekjon/ noun 

looking inwards at yourself 
introspective /,intro 1 spektiv/ adj think¬ 
ing a lot about yourself 
introvert /'introv3:t/ noun a person who 
does not like to be with other people. Syn¬ 
onym recluse. Antonym extrovert 
intrude /in'truid/ verb to go in or become 
involved where you are not wanted 
(D intruder /in'truido/ noun a person who 
has got into a place, usually illegally 
® intrusion /in'tru:3(9)n/ noun the act of 
intruding. Synonym disturbance 
intrusive /in'truisrv/ adj which intrudes 
and is not wanted. Synonym invasive 
intuition /.intju'iJXojn/ noun thinking of 
something or knowing something naturally, 
without it being explained 
intuitive /in'tjuntiv/ adj based on intuition 
Inuit /'inuit/ noun a member of a group of 
people living in the north of Canada and 
Greenland (NOTE: also called Eskimo or 
Eskimos, though this may be offensive) 
inundate /'inAndeit/ verb 1 . to have more 
things or people than you can deal with O We 
have been inundated with requests for tickets. 
O The relief camps were inundated with refu¬ 
gees. 2. to flood a place O Acres of farmland 
were inundated when the banks of the river 
gave way. 

invade /in'veid/ verb 1 . to attack and enter 
a country with an army O William the Con¬ 
queror invaded England in 1066. 2. □ to in¬ 
vade someone’s privacy when people such 
as journalists try to find out details of some¬ 
one’s private life O She claimed that the pho¬ 
tographers had invaded her privacy by 
climbing over the wall. 


invader /in'veido/ noun a person who en¬ 
ters a countiy by force with an army. Syn¬ 
onym attacker 

invalid 1 /in'vselid/ adj not officially ac¬ 
cepted, not legal O She was stopped at the 
frontier because her passport was invalid. O 
Your library card is invalid, so you need to 
renew it. 

<D invalid 2 /'invalid/ adj sick or disabled o 
Her invalid mother lives in a nursing home. 
■ noun a sick or disabled person o She’s 
been an invalid since her operation. ■ verb □ 
to invalid someone out to make someone 
leave their job because of ill health O He was 
invalided out of the navy. 
invalidate /in'vaslideit/ verb to make 
something no longer officially accepted or 
legal 

invalidity /^nvo'liditi/ noun 1 . the fact of 
being an invalid O She receives an invalidity 
pension. 2. the state of being not legal or not 
officially accepted O The invalidity of the 
contract was discussed. (NOTE: no plural) 
invaluable /in'va 2 ljuob(o)l/ adj extremely 
valuable. Antonym worthless 
invariable /inVeoriob^jl/ adj always the 
same, never changing 
invariably /in'veoriobli/ adv always 
invasion /in'vei 3 (o)n/ noun 1 . entering a 
countiy by force with an army O The inva¬ 
sion took place in early June. 2. □ invasion 
of privacy the behaviour of people such as 
journalists when they try to find out details of 
someone’s private life O The photographers 
climbing over the wall constituted an inva¬ 
sion ofprivacy. 

invasive /in'veisiv/ adj 1 . which tends to 
spread throughout the body O A malignant 
tumour is an invasive growth. 2. which in¬ 
volves cutting open and entering the patient’s 
body O Invasive surgery will only be used as 
a last resort. 

invective /in'vektiv/ noun insulting 
speech or swearing ( formal ) 

(D invent /in'vent/ verb 1 . to create a new 
process or a new machine O She invented a 
new type of computer terminal. O Who in¬ 
vented shorthand? 2. to think up an excuse O 
When she asked him why he was late he in¬ 
vented some excuse. 

<D invention /in'venjon/ noun 1 . the act of 
creating a new process or a new machine O 
The invention of computers was made possi¬ 
ble by developments in electronics. 2. a new 
machine or piece of equipment O He tried to 
sell his latest invention to a US car 
manufacturer. 

inventive /in'ventiv/ adj which creates 
something in a way that shows imagination. 
Synonym creative 


inventor 
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@ inventor /in'vento/ noun a person who 
invents new processes or new machines 
(D inventory /Tnvont(o)ri/ noun 1 . a list of 
all the things in a place such as a house O The 
landlord checked the inventory when the ten¬ 
ants left. (NOTE: The plural in this meaning 
is inventories.) 2. US all the goods in a 
warehouse O Our whole inventory was de¬ 
stroyed by fire. O We are carrying a high in¬ 
ventory. (NOTE: The British term is stock.) 
inverse /.in'vais/ noun the opposite of 
something O Actually, the inverse is true. ■ 
adj completely opposite O Their value is in 
inverse proportion to their weights. 
invert /in'v3:t/ verb to turn something up¬ 
side down or back to front O Invert the mould 
and ease the jelly onto the dish. 
invertebrate /m'v3:tibrot/ noun an ani¬ 
mal which has no backbone O Fish are verte¬ 
brates but worms are invertebrates. ■ adj 
with no backbone O Can you name any other 
invertebrate animals besides worms? Com¬ 
pare vertebrate 

inverted commas /in,v3:tid 'komoz/ 
plural noun printed or written marks (‘ ' 
or “ ”) showing that a quotation starts or 
finishes 

inverted snobbery /.in.vaitid 'snobori/ 
noun the idea that people and things con¬ 
nected with the working class are better than 
those of a higher social class 
<S> invest /in'vest/ verb 1. to use your 
money for buying things such as property or 
shares in a company, so that you will make a 
profit O She was advised to invest in govern¬ 
ment bonds. O He invested all his money in a 
fish-and-chip restaurant. 2. to spend money 
on something which you believe will be use¬ 
ful O We have invested in a new fridge. 

<D investigate /in'vestigeit/ verb to try to 
find out about something O The detective is 
investigating the details of the case. O We are 
investigating the possibility of going to live in 
Costa Rica. 

<D investigation /in.vesti'geiJXojn/ noun 
a close examination O A police investigation 
into the causes of the crash. □ on investiga¬ 
tion when it was examined O On further in¬ 
vestigation, the newspaper report was shown 
to be quite untrue. 

investigative /in'vestigotiv/ adj who or 
which investigates 

investigative journalism /in.vestigotrv 
'd33:n3liz(9)m/ noun a type of journalism 
where journalists try to find out and publish 
new details or facts about something 
<S> investigator /in'vestigeito/ noun a 
person who investigates, e.g. a police officer 
<D investment /in'vestmont/ noun 1. 
money which has been invested, e.g. in 
shares or property, and is expected to make a 


profit O He has been very successful with his 
investments. □ long- or short-term invest¬ 
ments investments such as shares which are 
likely to increase in value over a long or short 
period O Buying a house is considered a 
good long-term investment. 2. money spent 
by a government or a company to improve it 
or make it more successful O The economy is 
suffering from a lack of investment in train¬ 
ing. O Investment always declines during a 
recession. 

<D investor /in'vesto/ noun a person who 
invests money 

inveterate /in'vet(o)r9t/ adj always doing 
something and not likely to change 
invigilate /in'vid 3 ileit/ verb to watch stu¬ 
dents who are taking an examination in order 
to see that they do not cheat 
invigilator /in'vidsileita/ noun a person 
who invigilates an examination 
invigorate /in'vigoreit/ verb to make 
someone feel healthy and full of energy. Syn¬ 
onym energise 

invigorating /in'vigoreitir)/ adj which 
makes you feel healthy. Synonym bracing 
invincible /in'vmsib(o)l/ adj which cannot 
be defeated. Synonym unbeatable 
invisible /in'vizib(3)l/ adj which cannot be 
seen o The message was written in invisible 
ink and hidden inside the pages of the tele¬ 
phone directory. 

invisible earnings /in ( vizib(o)l '3:mi)z/ 
plural noun foreign currency earned by a 
country by providing services such as bank¬ 
ing, insurance or tourism but not selling 
goods. Compare visible 
d> invitation /.invi'teiJXojn/ noun a letter 
or card, asking someone to do something O 
He received an invitation to his sister’s wed¬ 
ding. O She had an invitation to dinner. □ at 
someone’s invitation invited by someone o 
She spoke to the meeting at the invitation of 
the committee. 

(D invite /in'vait/ verb to ask someone to do 
something, especially to come to a social 
event such as a party o We invited two hun¬ 
dred people to the party. O She invited us to 
come in. O She’s been invited to talk to the 
club. 

<D inviting /in'vaitir)/ adj which attracts 
in vitro /in 'viitrou/ adj relating to an ex¬ 
periment which is carried out in a laboratory 
(D invoice /'invois/ noun a note sent to ask 
for payment for services or goods O Our in¬ 
voice dated November 10th has still not been 
paid. O They sent in their invoice six weeks 
late. O Ask the sales assistant to make out an 
invoice for £250. Synonym bill ■ verb to 
send a note asking for payment for services 
or goods □ we invoiced you on November 


invoke 
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10th we sent you an invoice on November 
10th 

invoke /in'vauk/ verb to call on someone 
or something for help or support 
involuntary /in'volant(o)ri/ adj 1 . done 
suddenly in a way that you cannot control O 
His leg gave an involuntary jerk when the 
doctor tapped his knee. O Her cry was the in¬ 
voluntary reaction of a mother protecting her 
young. 2. not done willingly O Does the 
travel insurance cover the involuntary can¬ 
cellation of the holiday? 

3) involve /in'vDlv/ verb 1. to bring some¬ 
one or something into an activity or situation 
O a competition involving teams from ten dif¬ 
ferent countries O We want to involve the lo¬ 
cal community in the decision about the 
bypass. O Members of the local council are 
involved in the company which has won the 
contract for the new road. 2. to make neces¬ 
sary O Going to Oxford Circus from here in¬ 
volves taking a bus and then the 
Underground. 

© involved /in'vDlvd/ adj complicated 
@ involvement /in'volvmont/ noun the 
fact of being comiected with someone, or in¬ 
volved in something O Did she have any in¬ 
volvement with the music festival? O The 
police were unable to prove his involvement 
in the crime. 

invulnerable /m'vAln9r3b(3)l/ adj which 
cannot be harmed by something. Antonym 

vulnerable 

inward /'inwod/ adj on the inside 
inward investment /.inwod in- 
'vestmont/ noun money invested in a coun¬ 
try by foreign companies 
inwardly /'inwadli/ adv 1 . to or inside 
yourself 2. on or to the inside of something 
inwards /'inwsdz/ adv towards the inside 
(NOTE: The US term is inward.) 
in-your-face /in jo/ adj direct or obvious 
in a way that is designed to attract attention 
iodine /'aiodiin/ noun 1. a chemical ele¬ 
ment which is essential to the body O The 
nurse dabbed the cut with iodine. 2. a chemi¬ 
cal put on cuts in the skin to prevent infection 
ion /'aion/ noun an electrically charged 
atom 

iota /ai'outo/ noun a very small piece or 
amount. Synonym jot 

IOU /,ai ou 1 ju:/ noun a paper promising 
that you will pay back money which you 
have borrowed (NOTE: It spells the words I 

owe you.) 

IPA abbr International Phonetic Alphabet 
(D IQ abbr intelligence quotient O She has an 
IQ of 110. 

irascible /i'r£esib(3)l/ adj easily made 
annoyed 


irony 

irate /ai'reit/ adj very angry. Antonym 

calm 

iridescence /,iri'des(3)ns/ noun the state 
or quality of being iridescent 
iridescent /,iri'des(3)nt/ adj with colours 
which seem to change in different types of 
light 

iris /'ains/ noun 1 . a plant with tall flat 
leaves and usually yellow or purple flowers 
O Irises grow well in damp soil. 2. a coloured 
ring in the eye, with the pupil at its centre O 
The iris has muscles that adjust the size of the 
pupil. (NOTE: The plural is irises.) 

(S) Irish /'airiJV adj referring to Ireland o The 
Irish Sea lies between Ireland and Britain. ■ 
noun 1. a Celtic language still spoken in 
parts of Ireland O Eire is the Irish name for 
the Republic of Ireland. 2. □ the Irish the 
people who live in Ireland O The Irish are fa¬ 
mous for their folk music. 

Irish coffee /,airij 'kofi/ noun hot coffee, 
served in a glass, with Irish whiskey added to 
it and whipped cream poured on top 
irk /3ik/ verb to annoy someone 
irksome /'3:ks(3)m/ adj annoying 
(D iron /'aian/ noun 1. a common grey metal 
O The old gates are made of iron. (NOTE: no 
plural in this meaning: some iron, lumps of 
iron, pieces of iron) 2. a heavy object with a 
flat bottom, which is heated and used to 
make clothes smooth after washing O Don’t 
leave the iron plugged in, it will burn the 
clothes. O If your iron is not hot enough it 
won’t take the creases out. 3. a golf club with 
a metal head 4. □ in irons with iron chains 
tied around the ankles to prevent escape ■ 
verb 1. to make cloth smooth, using an iron 
O She was ironing shirts when the telephone 
rang. O Her skirt doesn’t look as though it 
has been ironed. 2. □ to iron out to deal with 
a problem O We had a very productive morn¬ 
ing - all the remaining problems were ironed 
out. 

ironically /ai'romkli/ adv 1. in a way 
which means the opposite O ‘It’s no trouble 
at all, ’ he said ironically. 2. at the wrong 
time, as if deliberately planned O Ironically, 
although they had lost both his suitcases, the 
airline claimed that he owed them for excess 
baggage. 

(D ironing /'aioniij/ noun clothes which 
have been washed and are ready to be ironed 
(D ironing board /'aiamr) bo:d/ noun a 
special narrow table used when ironing 
clothes 

irony /'airani/ noun 1 . a way of referring to 
something where you say the opposite of 
what you mean O Do I detect a note of irony 
in his letter? 2. a situation when something 
happens at the wrong moment, as if deliber¬ 
ately planned O The irony of it was that the 
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rain finally stopped on the last day of our 
holiday. 

irradiate /I'reidieit/ verb 1. to subject 
something to radiation O In South Africa 
male mosquitoes have been irradiated to 
make them sterile and then released back 
into the environment. 2. to treat food with ra¬ 
diation to prevent it going bad O Some people 
wonder whether irradiated food is safe to 
eat. 

irradiation /^reidi'eiJXajn/ noun the use 
of radiation to kill bacteria in food 
irrational /i'rsej(9)nl/ adj not sensible or 
reasonable. Synonym illogical. Antonym 
rational 

irreconcilable /i l rekon l sailob(o)l/ adj 
which cannot be made to agree 
irregular /I'regjulo/ adj 1. not happening 
in a regular way O An irregular pattern of 
lines and circles. O His heart had an irregu¬ 
lar beat. 2. not level O An irregular stone 
path leads across the garden. 3. not happen¬ 
ing always at the same time O His payments 
are very irregular. O He makes irregular vis¬ 
its to his mother in hospital. 4. not according 
to rules or a usual way of doing something O 
This procedure is highly irregular. 
irregularity /i.regju'keriti/ noun a thing 
which goes against the rules or the law 
irregularly /I'regjuloli/ advnot regularly 
irregular verb /i.regjulo 'v3ib/ noun a 
verb such as ‘to run’ which has forms which 
do not fit the usual patterns of grammar 
irrelevance /I'relovons/ noun the fact of 
not having any connection with the subject 
irrelevant /I'relovont/ adj with no connec¬ 
tion to the present subject. Synonym imma¬ 
terial. Antonym relevant 
irreparable /i'rep(o)rob(9)l/ adj which 
cannot be repaired 

irreparably /i'rep(9)r9bli/ adv in a way 
which cannot be repaired 
irreplaceable /^ri'pleisobCo)!/ adj which 
cannot be replaced. Synonym unique 
irrepressible / l iri l pres9b(o)l/ adj which 
cannot be held back. Synonym un¬ 
controllable 

irreproachable /.iri'proutjob^)!/ adj 
which cannot be criticised. Synonym blame¬ 
less. Antonym blameworthy 
irresistible / l iri l zistob(9)l/ adj which can¬ 
not be controlled, which you cannot refuse 
irresolute /I'rezoluit/ adj who cannot de¬ 
cide what to do. Synonym indecisive 
irrespective /.iri'spektrv/ prep □ irre¬ 
spective of taking no account of O Anyone 
parking on a double yellow line will be fined, 
irrespective of who they are. O The appoint¬ 
ment will be made on merit, irrespective of 
age or sex. 


irresponsible / l iri l spDnsib(o)l/ adj in a 
way that is not sensible, not responsible. Syn¬ 
onym reckless 

irreverence /i'rev(o)r9ns/ noun a lack of 
respect. Synonym disrespect. Antonym 
respect 

irreverent /i'rev(3)ront/ adj not showing 
respect, often in a humorous way. Synonym 

disrespectful. Antonym respectful 
irreversible /,iri l v3:sib(o)l/ adj which 
cannot be changed back to how it was before. 
Synonym irreparable 

irrevocable /i'rev9k3b(9)l/ adj which can¬ 
not be changed 

irrigate /'irigeit/ verb to supply water to 

land to allow plants to grow, usually through 

a system of little channels 

irrigation /.iri'geiJXojn/ noun the action of 

irrigating an area of land 

irritability /.irito'biliti/ noun the fact of 

being irritable 

irritable /'iritob(9)l/ adj easily annoyed. 
Synonym bad-tempered 

irritably /'iritobli/ adv in an annoying way 
irritant /'int(o)nt/ noun 1. a thing which 
annoys O The mosquitoes were a minor irri¬ 
tant, the big problem was the alligators. 2. a 
substance which can irritate O Irritants like 
chlorine in swimming pool water can make 
the eyes inflamed. 

irritate /'iriteit/ verb 1. to annoy o It irri¬ 
tates me when the trains run late. 2. (of a 
substance) to make something sore or to 
cause a burning feeling O Some plants irri¬ 
tate the skin. 

irritated /'iriteitid/ adj annoyed 
irritating /'iriteitir)/ adj which annoys. 
Synonym annoying. Antonym soothing 
(D irritation /.iri'teiJXojn/ noun 1. some¬ 
thing which annoys you O The irritation of 
having bad weather every day of the holiday 
made him quite unbearable. 2. spots on your 
skin which cause a burning feeling O The ir¬ 
ritation on his chest got worse during the 
day. 

d) is /iz/ 1 > be 

-ish /iJY suffix 1. having the quality of, like, 

tending to 2. almost, nearly 

Islam /'izlaim/ noun the religion of the 

Muslims, founded by the prophet 

Muhammad 

Islamic /iz'kemik/ adj referring to Islam 
® island /'ailond J noun a piece of land with 
water all round it O They live on a little is¬ 
land in the middle of the river. O The Greek 
islands are favourite holiday destinations. 
islander /'ailondo/ noun a person who 
lives on an island. Synonym inhabitant 
isle /ail/ noun an island (literary) □ the Brit¬ 
ish Isles the islands which make up Great 
Britain and Ireland 
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@ isn’t /'iz(o)nt/ 1 > be 

isobar /'aisouba:/ noun a line on a weather 

map linking places of equal barometric 

pressure 

d> isolate /'aisoleit/ verb 1. to put some¬ 
thing or someone in a place alone O Violent 
prisoners are usually isolated from the oth¬ 
ers. 2. to separate a chemical substance from 
a compound, to identify a single virus or bac¬ 
terium among many O Doctors have isolated 
a new form of the flu virus. O Scientists have 
been able to isolate the substance which 
causes the disease. 

@ isolated /'aisoleitid/ adj 1. separated 
from others O They live in an isolated village 
in the hills. 2. one only □ isolated attack a 
single attack, which has not been repeated 
@ isolation /.aiso'leiJXojn/ noun 1. the 
state of being cut off from communication 
with other people O He lived for six months 
on the island in complete isolation. 2. □ in 
isolation all alone O The plans for the new 
bus station should not be seen in isolation - 
they are part of a major redevelopment 
scheme for the town centre. 
isolationism / l ais3 l leiJ'(9)mz(3)m/ noun 
a country’s policy of deliberately not becom¬ 
ing involved in international relations 
isosceles triangle /ai.sDsoliiz 
'traiaer)g(3)l/ noun a triangle with two sides 
which are the same length 
isotope /'aisotoup/ noun a form of a 
chemical element which has the same chemi¬ 
cal properties as other forms, but a different 
atomic mass 

ISP abbr Internet service provider 
® issue /'ijui/ noun 1. a problem o The 
main issues will be discussed at the meeting. 

□ to make an issue of something to have a 
big discussion about something o She’s 
apologised so don’t try to make an issue of it. 

□ the point at issue the question which is be¬ 
ing discussed O The point at issue is whether 
the government is prepared to compromise. 

□ to take issue with someone to disagree 
with someone 2. an occasion when new 
stamps are put on sale or new coins or bank¬ 
notes start to be used o There will be a new 
issue of stamps this month. 3. an occasion 
when something is officially given out O The 
issue of ration cards has been delayed. 4. a 
newspaper or magazine which is published at 
a particular time O We bought the January is¬ 
sue of the magazine. 5. the act of giving out 
new shares ■ verb 1. to make something 
available for use O The new set of stamps will 
be issued next week. O Initially the euro was 
issued alongside the former national curren¬ 
cies. 2. to give something out officially O We 
issued a writ against the company. O The 
government issued a report on London’s traf¬ 
fic. O The Secretary of State issued guide¬ 


lines for expenditure. 3. to come out O Smoke 
began to issue from the hole in the ground. 

isthmus /'ismos/ noun a narrow piece of 
land with water on both sides of it, connect¬ 
ing two larger pieces of land (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is isthmuses.) 

(D it /it/ pron 1. used to show something 
which has just been mentioned O What do 
you want me to do with the box? - Put it 
down. O Where’s the box? - It’s here. O She 
picked up a potato and then dropped it on the 
ground. O I put my book down somewhere 
and now I can’t find it. O Where's the news¬ 
paper? - It’s on the chair. O The dog’s 
thirsty, give it something to drink. 2. referring 
to no particular thing O Look! - it’s snowing. 
O It's miles from here to the railway station. 
O Is it the 30th today? O It’s almost impossi¬ 
ble to get a ticket at this time of year. O What 
time is it? - It’s ten o ’clock. O It’s dangerous 
to use an electric saw when it’s wet. (NOTE: 
It’s = it is or it has. Do not confuse with 
its.) 

© IT abbr information technology 
italic /I'taelik/ adj (of letters) sloping o The 
text under the illustrations is printed in italic 
type. 

italicise /I'taslisaiz/, italicize verb to put a 
word into italics 

italics /I'taeliks/ plural noun sloping letters 
O This example is printed in italics. Compare 

Roman 

itch /itJV noun a place on the skin where you 
want to scratch O I’ve got an itch in the mid¬ 
dle of my back which I just can’t reach - it’s 
driving me mad! (NOTE: The plural is 
itches.) ■ verb 1. to make someone want to 
scratch O The cream made his skin itch more 
than before. 2. □ to be itching to do some¬ 
thing to be very keen to do something (infor¬ 
mal) O I am itching to have a go at 
hang-gliding but my wife won’t let me. 
itchy /'itJi/ adj 1. which makes a person 
want to scratch O The main symptom of the 
disease is an itchy red rash. 2. □ itchy feet a 
desire to change jobs or to travel (informal) o 
I’m starting to get itchy feet again -I’ve been 
in the same job for too long. 
it’d /'itod/ short form it had, it would 
(D item /'ait am/ noun 1. something shown 
in a list O I couldn’t buy several items on the 
shopping list because the shop had sold out. 
O We are discussing item four on the agenda. 
O Please find enclosed an order for the fol¬ 
lowing items from your catalogue. 2. a piece 
of information, e.g. on a news programme O 
Here is a summary of the main items of news 
or the main news items. 
itemise /'aitomaiz/, itemize verb to make 
a detailed list of things 


itinerant 
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itinerant /ai'tinoront/ adj moving from 
place to place, without settling. Synonym 
peripatetic. Antonym settled 
itinerary /ai'tinorori/ noun a list of places 
to be visited on one journey. Synonym route 
(NOTE: The plural is itineraries.) 

<D its /its/ adj referring to ‘it’ o I can’t use 
the car - one of its tyres is flat. O The com¬ 
pany pays its staff very badly. (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with it’s.) 

S> it’s /its/ short form it is, it has 
<D itself /it'self/ pron 1. referring to an ob¬ 
ject O The dog seems to have hurt itself. O 
The screw had worked itself loose. □ all by 
itself alone, with no one helping o The 
church stands all by itself in the middle of the 
street. O The bus started to move all by itself. 
2. for emphasis O If the plug is all right there 


ivy 

must be something wrong with the computer 
itself. 

IUD abbr intrauterine device 

IV noun the Roman numeral for four or 

fourth 

(D I’ve /aiv/ short form I have 
IVF abbr in vitro fertilisation 
ivory /'aivori/ noun a hard whitish sub¬ 
stance from an elephant’s tusk O She bought 
some finely carved ivory chessmen. O Trade 
in ivory has been banned. 
ivory tower /,aiV3ri 'tauo/ noun an imagi¬ 
nary place where an intellectual can live, iso¬ 
lated from the ordinary world. Synonym 
seclusion. Antonym real world 
ivy /'aivi/ noun an evergreen plant which 
climbs up walls and trees (NOTE: The plural 
is ivies.) 


J 


j /d 3 ei/, J noun the tenth letter of the alpha¬ 
bet, between I and K 

jab fd^sebl noun 1. a sudden push with 
something pointed O He felt a jab in the back 
from someone’s umbrella. 2. an injection O 
Have you had your cholera jabs yet? ■ verb 
to push with something sharp O He jabbed 
the piece of meat with his fork. O She jabbed 
me in the back with her umbrella. Synonym 
stab (NOTE: jabbing - jabbed) 
jabber /'d 3 £ebo/ verb to speak fast and not 
very clearly. Synonym chatter 
jack /d 32 ek/ noun 1. a tool for raising some¬ 
thing heavy, especially a car O I used the jack 
to lift the car up and take the wheel off. 2. (in 
playing cards) the card with the face of a 
young man, with a value between the queen 
and the ten O I won because I had the jack of 
hearts. 3. (in bowls) a small white or black 
ball for players to aim at O You need a lot of 
skill to hit the jack. 4. an electric or telephone 
plug with a single pin O When he had 
plugged the jack in he could use the modem. 
jackal /'d 3 aek(o)l/ noun an African wild an¬ 
imal, similar to a dog, which feeds mainly on 
dead flesh 

© jacket /'d 3 aekit/ noun 1. a short coat 
worn with trousers O He was wearing a blue 
jacket and brown trousers. O Take your 
jacket off if you are hot. O This orange jacket 
shows up in the dark when I ride my bike. 2. a 
paper cover wrapped round a book O The de¬ 
sign of a book jacket has to be very attractive 
to make people want to buy the book. 
jacket potato /,d 3 aekit po'teitou/ noun a 
potato cooked in an oven with its skin on 
jack in /,d 3 £ek 'in/ verb □ to jack it in to 
stop doing something such as a job, a piece 
of work or a course (informal) o I’m fed up 
with this accounting course, I’m going to 
jack it in. 

jack-in-the-box /'d 3 aek in do ,bDks/ 
noun a toy in which a doll jumps up out of a 
box when the lid is opened 
jackknife /'d 3 aeknaif/ noun a large folding 
knife O He pulled out a jackknife and cut the 
rope. (NOTE: The plural is jackknives.) ■ 
verb (of an articulated vehicle) to go out of 
control, when the two parts bend in half so 
that they are pointing in different directions 


O The section of the motorway is closed 
where a lorry has jackknifed. 
jackpot /'d 3 aekpot/ noun □ to win or hit 
the jackpot to win the highest prize in a lot¬ 
tery O He won the jackpot and bought him¬ 
self a new car. O Last week’s lottery jackpot 
was the highest ever. 

jack up /,d3aek 'Ap/ verb 1 . to lift up some¬ 
thing heavy with a jack O They jacked up the 
car to remove the exhaust pipe. 2 . to raise 
profits or prices O The newspaper article al¬ 
leged that dealers had jacked up prices to 
make bigger profits. 

Jacobean /.dsaeko'biion/ adj referring to 
the time of James I, the early seventeenth 
century 

Jacuzzi /d39'ku:zi/ trademark a type of 
bath which has bubbly water O The health 
club has two Jacuzzis and a whirlpool. 
jade /d 3 eid/ noun a hard green stone used 
for making jewellery and other attractive 
objects 

jaded /'d 3 eidid/ adj worn out, tired 
jagged /'d 32 egid/ adj ith edges which are 
rough and not even 

jaguar /'d 32 egjuo/ noun a large wild cat 
with marks like spots on its skin, which lives 
in Central and South America 
© jail /d 3 eil/ noun a prison o She was sent 
to jail for three months. ■ verb to put some¬ 
one in prison O He was jailed for six years. 
Synonym imprison 

jailer /^eilo/ noun a person who guards 
prisoners in a jail (dated) 

Jain /d 3 ain/ noun a member of a Hindu 
group which believes that people should have 
deep respect for any living creature 
jalopy /d 3 o'lDpi/ noun an old car which is 
in a poor condition (dated informal). Syn¬ 
onym wreck 

© jam /d 3 cem/ noun 1. a sweet food made 
by boiling fruit and sugar together O a pot of 
apricot jam O Do you want jam or honey on 
your bread? O We made jam with the fruit in 
the garden. O Have you any more jam — the 
jar is empty? □ money for jam a profit 
which is easy to make 2. a condition in which 
too many things block something such as a 
space or a machine O There is a paper jam in 
the printer. 3. a difficult situation O He’s got 


jamboree 

himself into a jam. ■ verb 1. (of machines) 
to stick and not to be able to move O Hold on 
- the paper has jammed in the printer. 2. to 
force things into a small space O Don ’ t try to 
jam all those boxes into the car boot. O The 
switchboard was jammed with calls. 3. □ to 
jam on the brakes to stop a vehicle or ma¬ 
chine suddenly O He jammed on the brakes 
and the car went into a spin. 4. to make a ra¬ 
dio broadcast impossible to understand by 
broadcasting noise on the same wavelength O 
They jammed all the enemy radio frequen¬ 
cies. (NOTE: jamming - jammed) 
jamboree /.dsaembo'ri:/ noun 1. a big out¬ 
door party O Are you going to the jamboree 
in the public gardens tonight? 2. a large gath¬ 
ering of people, especially of scouts and 
guides O The next world jamboree will be 
held in Japan. 

jam jar /'d 3 aem d 3 a:/ noun a glass con¬ 
tainer for putting jam in 
jam-packed /,d 3 aem 'paekt/ adj extremely 
full (informal). Synonym crowded. Ant¬ 
onym empty 
Jan. abbr January 

jangle /'d 32 er)gol/ noun a harsh noise of 
pieces of metal hitting together O She heard 
the jangle of keys on the other side of the 
door. ■ verb 1. to make a noise of pieces of 
metal hitting together O He jangled the keys 
in his pocket. 2. □ to jangle (on) someone’s 
nerves to make someone feel nervous O The 
sound of the dentist’s drill started to jangle 
my nerves. 

janitor /'d3aemt9/ noun especially US a 
person who looks after a building, e.g. by 
making sure it is clean and that the rubbish is 
cleared away (NOTE: The British term is 

caretaker.) 

<D January /'d 32 enjuori/ noun the first 
month of the year, followed by February O 
on January 26 O He was born on January 
26th. O We never go on holiday in January 
because it’s too cold. O We all went skiing 
last January. (NOTE: January 26th or Janu¬ 
ary 26: say ‘the twenty-sixth of January’ or 
‘January the twenty-sixth’; American Eng¬ 
lish: ‘January twenty-sixth’.) 

(D Japanese /.dsaspo'nitz/ adj referring to 
Japan O A typical Japanese meal can include 
rice and raw fish. ■ noun 1. □ the Japanese 
people from Japan O The Japanese are very 
formal people. 2. the language spoken in Ja¬ 
pan O He has lived in Japan for some time 
and speaks quite good Japanese. O We 
bought a Japanese phrase book before we 
went to Japan. 

(D jar /d 3 a:/ noun a container for food such 
as jam, usually made of glass O There was 
some honey left in the bottom of the jar. O 
Open another jar of jam - this one is empty. 
■ verb to produce an unpleasant effect o He 


jeans 

tripped over the step, jarring his knee. O The 
drilling sound jarred on my ears. O Orange 
curtains will jar with purple cushions. 
jargon /^cngon/ noun a special type of 
language used by a trade or profession or par¬ 
ticular group of people 
jasmine /'d 3 aezmin/ noun a plant with lit¬ 
tle white or yellow flowers which have a 
sweet smell 

jaundice /'d 3 o:ndis/ noun a condition 
where there is too much bile in the blood, and 
the skin and the whites of the eyes become 
yellow 

jaundiced /'d 3 o:ndist/ adj negative and 
tending to criticise things. Synonym cynical 
jaunt Anoint/ noun a short journey, espe¬ 
cially for pleasure. Synonym outing 
jauntily /'d 3 o:ntili/ adv in a happy way 
jaunty /'d 3 o:nti/ adj happy and confident. 
Synonym carefree (NOTE: jauntier - 
jauntiest) 

javelin /'d3aev(3)lin/ noun a long spear 

used in battle or in sport 

jaw /d 3 o:/ noun the bones in the face which 

hold the teeth and form the mouth □ upper 

jaw the part of the skull holding the top set of 

teeth 

jawbone /'d 3 D:boun/ noun one of the two 
bones forming your jaw, usually the lower 
jaw 

jay /d 3 ei/ noun a brightly coloured bird, one 
of the crow family 

jaywalker /'d 3 eiwo:ko/ noun a pedestrian 
who crosses a street without paying any at¬ 
tention to the traffic, or who does not cross a 
street at a pedestrian crossing 
jaywalking /'d 3 eiwo:kir)/ noun crossing a 
street without paying attention to the traffic 
jazz /d 32 ez/ noun a type of music with a 
strong rhythm, and solo improvisations, first 
played in the southern United States 
jazz up /,d 32 ez 'Ap/ verb to make bright 
and attractive (informal) 
jazzy /'d 3 aezi/ adj of a bright colour (slang). 
Synonym showy 

jealous /'d 3 elos/ adj feeling annoyed be¬ 
cause you want something which belongs to 
someone else O John was jealous of Mark 
because all the girls fancied him. O She was 
jealous of his new car. O Her new boyfriend 
is very handsome — I’m jealous! 
jealously /'d 3 elosli/ adv in a jealous way, 
keeping something so that no one else can get 
it 

jealousy /'d 3 elosi/ noun the feeling of be¬ 
ing annoyed because someone has something 
which you want but do not have 
(D jeans /d 3 i:nz/ plural noun trousers made 
of a type of strong cotton, often blue O I like 
wearing jeans better than wearing a skirt. O 
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jeep 

She came into the restaurant in her jeans. O 
He bought a new pair of jeans. 
jeep /d 3 i:p/ trademark a strong four-wheel 
drive vehicle used for travelling over rough 
ground, especially used by the army o The 
convoy of jeeps and tanks crossed slowly 
over the bridge. 

jeer /d 3 io/ noun an unpleasant joke or criti¬ 
cism about someone O She left the stage in 
tears with the jeers of the audience ringing in 
her ears. ■ verb □ to jeer at someone to 
laugh at someone in a unpleasant way O Be¬ 
cause he was fat he was often jeered at and 
bullied at school. 

jell /d 3 el/ verb (of liquid) to become a jelly 
@ jelly /'d 3 eli/ noun 1. a type of sweet food 
which shakes, made with fruit flavouring O 
The children had fish fingers and chips fol¬ 
lowed by jelly and ice-cream. (NOTE: The 
plural is jellies. In the USA this is often re¬ 
ferred to by the trademark Jell-O.) 2. □ to 
turn to jelly to shake and become weak o 
When he heard the sound of the bell his legs 
turned to jelly. 3. a type of jam made of fruit 
juice boiled with sugar O She loves peanut 
butter and blackcurrant jelly sandwiches. 

(D jelly baby /'d 3 eli .beibi/ noun a sweet 
of coloured jelly, shaped like a little person 
jelly bean /'d 3 eli bi:n/ noun a sweet of 
coloured jelly, shaped like a bean 
jellyfish /'d 3 elifijy noun an animal with a 
body like jelly, which lives in the sea (NOTE: 
The plural is jellyfish.) 
jeopardise /'d 3 epodaiz/, jeopardize verb 
to be likely to harm 

jeopardy /'d3ep9di/ noun □ to be in jeop¬ 
ardy to be in danger O The management’s at¬ 
titude to safety has put us all in jeopardy. O 
The sale of the company has put thousands of 
jobs in jeopardy. □ his driving licence is in 
jeopardy he may lose his driving licence 
jerk /d33ik/ noun 1. a sudden sharp pull o 
He felt a jerk on the fishing line. 2. a stupid 
person O Don’t ask that jerk anything ! ■ 
verb to give something a sudden sharp pull o 
He jerked the rope. 

jerkily /'d33ikili/ adv with sudden sharp 
movements 

jerkin /'d33:kin/ noun a short coat with no 
sleeves 

jerky /'d33iki/ adj abrupt, sudden. Synonym 

irregular 

jerry-built /'d 3 eri bilt/ adj which has been 
badly built at a low cost 
jersey /'d33izi/ noun 1. a close-fitting 
woollen sweater o She was knitting a pink 
jersey for the new baby. 2. a special shill: 
worn by a member of a sports team O After 
every game the players swapped jerseys with 
the other team. 


jibe 

Jerusalem artichoke /dsa.ruisabm 
'arti.tjauk/ noun a tall plant which develops 
tubers like lumpy potatoes 
jest /d 3 est/ ( literary ) noun something done 
or said to make people laugh O It started off 
as a jest but turned into something more seri¬ 
ous. Synonym joke □ said in jest said as a 
joke O The remark was said half in jest, but I 
think he really meant it. ■ verb to make jokes 
O One should not jest about that sort of thing 
— it’s very serious. 

jet /d 3 et/ noun 1. a long narrow stream of 
liquid or gas O A jet of water put out the 
flames. 2. an aircraft with jet engines O Jets 
flew low overhead. ■ verb to travel by jet 
plane O She jetted off to Los Angeles for a 
short holiday. O Nice airport was busy with 
stars jetting in for the Cannes Film Festival. 
(NOTE: jetting - jetted) 
jet black /,d 3 et 'blaek/ adj very black and 
shiny 

(D jet engine /d 3 et 'end 3 in/ noun an en¬ 
gine which gets its power from a jet of gas 
jet lag /'d 3 et laeg/ noun the feeling of being 
extremely tired after a long journey by plane 
jetsam /'d3etS3m/ noun things which have 
been thrown into the water from a boat. Syn¬ 
onym odds and ends (NOTE: no plural) 
jet set /'d 3 et set/ noun rich people from all 
round the world ( informal) 
jet setter /'d 3 et .seta/ noun a person who 
belongs to the jet set 

jet setting /'d 3 et .setir)/ adj referring to 
the jet set 

Jet Ski /'d 3 et ski:/ trademark a 
jet-propelled vehicle for one person which 
travels across water 

jettison /'d3etis(3)n/ verb to throw fuel 
from a plane, or goods from a ship into the 
sea to make it lighter. Synonym throw away 
jetty /'d 3 eti 1 noun a small structure, e.g. at 
the side of a river, where boats can tie up 
(NOTE: The plural is jetties.) 

Jew /d 3 u:/ noun a member of the group of 
people who lived in Israel in ancient times or 
who believe in Judaism 
jewel /'d 3 u:al/ noun a precious stone, such 
as a diamond 

jeweller /^uisls/ noun a person who 
makes or sells jewellery, and usually watches 
as well (NOTE: The US spelling is jeweler.) 

® jewellery /'d3Ui9lri/ noun ornaments to 
be worn, made from precious stones, gold, 
silver, etc. O The burglar stole all her jewel¬ 
lery. (NOTE: no plural. The US spelling is 
jewelery.) 

Jewish /'d 3 u:ij/ adj 1. of Judaism 2. of 
Jews 

jibe /d 3 aib/ noun an unpleasant remark 
(NOTE: The US spelling is gibe.) 


jiffy 

jiffy /'d 3 ifi/ noun a very short time (infor¬ 
mal). Synonym moment 
jig /d 3 ig/ noun 1. a type of fast lively dance 
O When he heard the news he did a little jig 
around the office. 2. music for this dance O 
The band started to play an Irish jig and ev¬ 
eryone got up to dance. 3. a piece of equip¬ 
ment which helps to control a tool and holds 
the material being worked on O Set up the jig 
so that the holes will be drilled in exactly the 
same place in each piece of wood. ■ verb to 
jump up and down or to move about with 
quick nervous movements O The head 
teacher told the children to stop jigging 
about and to stand still. (NOTE: jigging - 
jigged) 

jiggery-pokery /.dgignri pnoknri/ noun 
dishonest behaviour (informal) 
jiggle /'d3ig(3)V verb 1 . to move quickly or 
nervously 2. to move something a little O If 
you jiggle the top a bit, it should come off 
fairly easily. 

jigsaw /'d 3 igso:/ noun 1. □ jigsaw (puz¬ 
zle) a puzzle of odd-shaped pieces of wood 
or cardboard which when fitted together form 
a picture O As it’s raining, let’s stay indoors 
and try to do this huge jigsaw of the Houses 
of Parliament. 2. a saw with a thin blade for 
cutting designs out of wood o His electric 
drill has a jigsaw attachment. 
jihad /d 3 i'haed/ noun a holy war by Mus¬ 
lims against people who do not believe in 
Islam 

jilt /d 3 ilt/ verb suddenly to end a romantic or 
sexual relationship 

jingle /'d3igg(3)l/ noun 1. a sound made 
when little pieces of metal knock together o 
The jingle of tiny bells on the horse’s har¬ 
ness. 2. a song with simple words or tune ■ 
verb to make a sound like pieces of metal 
knocking together O The doorbell jingled as 
he went into the shop. 

jingoism /'d3ir)g3uiz(9)m/ noun a strong 
feeling that your country is best,. Synonym 

chauvinism 

jingoistic /.dsiqgou'istik/ adj showing 
jingoism. Synonym chauvinistic 
jinx /d 3 ir)ks/ noun something which brings 
bad luck. Synonym curse (NOTE: The plural 
is jinxes.) 

jinxed /d 3 ir)kst/ adj affected by bad luck. 
Synonym unlucky 

jitters /'d 3 itoz/ noun (informal ) □ to get or 
have the jitters to be nervous and unable to 
concentrate O I always get the jitters before 
an exam. □ to give someone the jitters to 

make someone nervous O All this talk of 
bombs gives me the jitters. O It was a day of 
jitters on the stock market as the news from 
Japan began to come in. 


jobseeker 

jittery /'d 3 itori/ adj nervous and unable to 
concentrate. Antonym calm 
jive /d 3 aiv/ noun a type of fast dance or mu¬ 
sic for this dance ■ verb to dance to jive 
music 

@ Jnr /'d3u:ni3/ abbrjunior (NOTE: The US 
spelling is Jr.) 

(D job /d 3 Db/ noun 1. regular work which 
you get paid for o She’s got a job in the su¬ 
permarket. O He’s finding it difficult getting 
a job because he can’t drive. O When the fac¬ 
tory closed, hundreds of people lost their 
jobs. □ to be out of a job to lose your em¬ 
ployment □ jobs for the boys the unfair 
practice of giving work to your friends or 
supporters ( informal) o There’ll be plenty of 
jobs for the boys when the new government 
comes in. 2. a piece of work O Don’t sit 
down, there are a couple of jobs I want you 
to do. O He does all sorts of little electrical 
jobs around the house. □ to make a good job 
of something to do something well o They 
made a very good job of mending the table. 
3. □ it’s a good job that it’s lucky that (infor¬ 
mal) O It’s a good job he can drive. O What a 
good job you brought your umbrella! O It’s a 
good job you ’re not hungry, as there’s noth¬ 
ing in the fridge. □ to give something up as 
a bad job to stop trying to do something O 
He tried to get the car to go, and in the end 
had to give it up as a bad job. □ just the job 
just the right thing, exactly what we need O 
That heavy hammer is just the job for break¬ 
ing up concrete. 4. difficulty O I had a job 
trying to find your house. O What a job it was 
getting a hotel room at the time of the music 
festival! 5. a crime, especially stealing some¬ 
thing O He was one of the gang who did the 
Italian job. 

jobbing /'d 3 Dbir)/ adj (of a workman) do¬ 
ing small jobs which are paid for separately. 
Synonym casual 

<D jobcentre /'d3Dbsent3/ noun an official 
office which helps people to find work, e.g. 
by telling them about jobs which are 
available 

job description /'d 3 Db di.sknpjsn/ 
noun an official document from a company 
which says what a job involves 
(D jobless /'d3Dbl3s/ adj with no job. Syn¬ 
onym unemployed. Antonym employed ■ 
plural noun □ the jobless people who have 
no jobs 

job satisfaction /'d 3 Db saetis^askfsn/ 
noun a feeling that you are happy in your 
work and pleased with the work you do 
job security /'d 3 ob si.kjusriti/ noun a 
situation in which an employee is likely to 
keep his or her job until he retires 
jobseeker /'d3Dbsi:k3/ noun an unem¬ 
ployed person who is looking for a job 
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job-share 

job-share /'d 3 ob Jeo/ verb to share a sin¬ 
gle job with another person so that each of 
you works for part of the day or week 
job-sharing /'d 3 ob Jeorirj/ noun a situa¬ 
tion where a job is shared by more than one 
person, each working part-time 
job specification /'d 3 ob ,spesifikeij(3)n/ 
noun a very detailed description of what is 
involved in a job 

jockey /'d 3 oki/ noun a person who rides 
horses in races O He’s an experienced jockey 
and knows how to handle a horse over a 
muddy racecourse. O He’s the youngest 
jockey to ride in the Grand National. ■ verb 
□ to jockey for position to try to improve 
your position in relation to other people O 
There’s a vacancy for managing director, 
and the sales director and the production di¬ 
rector are jockeying for position. 
jockstrap /'d 3 okstraep/ noun a tight piece 
of underwear which male athletes wear to 
support the genitals, when playing sport 
jocular /'d 3 Dkjulo/ adj in a humorous way, 
treating things as a joke 
jocularity /.dsokju'lceriti/ noun good hu¬ 
mour. Antonym solemnity 
jodhpurs /'d 3 Ddpoz/ plural noun trousers 
for wearing when horse riding, which are 
wide above the knee and narrow below it 
joey /'d39ui/ noun (in Australia) a young 
kangaroo 

® jog Idyogl noun 1. a rather slow run, es¬ 
pecially when taken for exercise O She goes 
for a jog every morning. 2. a fairly slow run¬ 
ning movement O He ran at a jog round the 
park. ■ verb 1. to run fairly slowly, espe¬ 
cially for exercise o He jogged along the 
river bank for two miles. O She was listening 
to her personal stereo as she was jogging. 2. 
to move at a steady, but rather slow run O 
The train jogged through the suburbs, stop¬ 
ping at every station. 3. to push slightly O 
Someone jogged my elbow and I spilt my 
drink. □ to jog someone’s memory to make 
someone remember O The police are hoping 
that the film from the security camera will 
jog people’s memories. 
jogger /'d3Dg3/ noun a person who jogs for 
exercise 

® jogging /'d 3 Dgir)/ noun the practice of 
running in slow steady way for exercise □ to 
go jogging to run gently for exercise O They 
went jogging in the streets near their home. 
john Id^xml noun US a toilet ( informal) 

3) join /d 30 in/ verb 1. to put things together 
O You have to join the two pieces of wood to¬ 
gether. O The rooms were joined together by 
making a door in the wall. 2. to come to¬ 
gether O Go on for about two hundred 
metres, until a road joins this one. O The two 
rivers join about four kilometres beyond the 


joke 

town. 3. to become a member of a club, 
group, etc. O After university, he is going to 
join the police. O She joined the army be¬ 
cause she wanted to travel. 4. □ to join a 
firm to start work with a company □ he 
joined on January 1st he started work on 
the January 1st 5. to do something with 
someone O We ’re going to have a cup of cof¬ 
fee — would you like to join us? O Won’t you 
join us for a game of golf? ■ noun a place 
where pieces are joined O Can you see the 
join where I added an extra piece of cloth? 
joined-up /'dipind Ap/ adj 1. used to de¬ 
scribe handwriting in which each letter of a 
word is joined to the next, especially by chil¬ 
dren learning to write in this way 2. 
well-planned or with all its separate parts 
working well together, e.g. of government or 
a policy 

joiner /'d 30 ino/ noun a person who builds 
things out of wood, especially windows and 
doors for houses 

joinery /'d 30 in 3 ri/ noun the work done by 
a joiner 

(D join in /,d 30 in 'in/ verb to take part in 
something done as a group. Synonym 

participate 

(J) joint /d 3 Dint/ noun 1. a place where sev¬ 
eral pieces are attached, especially in build¬ 
ing or woodwork O The joints of the drawer 
have worked loose. 2. a place where bones 
come together and can move, such as the 
knee or elbow O Her elbow joint hurt after 
her game of tennis. 3. a large piece of meat, 
especially for roasting O The joint of lamb 
was very tender. O We all sat round the table 
while Father carved the Sunday joint. 4. a 
club or restaurant O Let’s go to Rick’s joint. 
5. a cigarette with marijuana O He smoked a 
couple of joints during the evening. ■ adj 
combined, with two or more things con¬ 
nected together. Synonym combined 
jointly /'d 30 intli/ adv together with one or 
more other people 

(D join up /,d3Din 'Ap/ verb 1. to link things 
together O She’s getting better at writing, 
and can do joined-up letters. 2. to join the 
army, navy or air force O He joined up when 
he was 18 and soon rose to become an 
officer. 

joist /d33ist/ noun a horizontal beam which 
supports a ceiling or floorboards 
(D joke /d39uk/ noun a thing said or done to 
make people laugh O She poured water down 
his neck as a joke. O They all laughed at his 
jokes. O He told jokes all evening. ■ verb 1. 
to tell jokes 2. to say or do something to 
make people laugh O He used to joke about 
always being late for the office. Synonym kid 
□ he was only joking he did not mean it seri¬ 
ously □ you’re joking!, you must be jok¬ 
ing! you are not being serious, are you? O 


joker 

He’s just bought a new Rolls Royce - You 
must be joking, he’s only the office boy! 
joker /'d33uk9/ noun an extra card, with the 
picture of a clown on it, used as a bonus in 
some card games 

jokingly /'d33ukir)li/ adv in a joking way 
(D jolly /'d 3 Dli/ adj happy, pleasant, enjoy¬ 
able O It was marvellous to see all the jolly 
faces of the children. O Her birthday party 
was a very jolly affair. Synonym cheerful 
(NOTE: jollier - jolliest) ■ adv 1. very ( used 
for emphasis) o It’s jolly hard work carrying 
all those boxes up to the attic. 2. O If you 
don’t want to pay the proper rate for the job, 
then you can jolly well do it yourself. ■ verb 
( informal ) □ to jolly someone along to en¬ 
courage someone by keeping him happy O 
We tried to jolly the children along, but they 
just walked slower and slower. 
jolt /d39ult/ noun a sudden shake or shock, 
or violent push O The train stopped with a 
jolt. ■ verb 1. to move with sudden move¬ 
ments O The train jolted twice before moving 
off. 2. to push or to shake suddenly O The 
people in the back of the truck were jolted 
about from side to side as we bumped over 
the rocky track. 3. to give a sudden shock to 
O The sound of the whistle jolted her into ac¬ 
tion. □ to jolt someone out of to make some¬ 
one stop doing something O Getting married 
it will jolt him out of his lazy bachelor habits. 
Joneses /'d33unziz/ plural noun an ex¬ 
pression used to refer to somebody’s 
next-door neighbours, especially with the 
idea that they own things which other people 
would like or live in a way which other peo¬ 
ple want to copy 

joss Stick /'d 3 DS stik/ noun a stick with a 
special substance on it, which bums slowly 
giving off a pleasant smell 
jostle /'d 3 Ds(o)l/ verb to push or to knock 
into people, especially in a crowd □ to jostle 
for position to push others so as to get into a 
good position O The cars on the starting line 
were jostling for position. 
jot /d 3 Dt/ noun a very small amount (dated) 
O Don’t worry, it doesn ’t make a jot of differ¬ 
ence. O There wasn’t a jot of truth in the arti¬ 
cle. Synonym iota ■ verb □ to jot 
something down to make quick notes about 
something O He jotted down her phone 
number. 

jotter /'d 3 Dto/ noun a small pad of paper for 
making notes 

jottings /'d3Dtipz/ plural noun notes writ¬ 
ten down at random 

joule /d 3 u:l/ noun a unit of measurement of 
heat or energy, equal to the heat needed to 
raise the temperature of 1 g of water by 1 ° C 
journal /'d33:n(o)l/ noun 1. a book where 
you write details of things that you want to 
remember O He kept a journal during his 
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visit to China. O She wrote a journal of the 
gradual progress of her illness. 2. a maga¬ 
zine, especially one on a learned subject o 
She edits the journal of the Historical Soci¬ 
ety. 3. a book for recording each day’s busi¬ 
ness O She wrote the day’s sales in the sales 
journal. 

d) journalism /'d33:n(9)liz(3)m/ noun the 
profession of writing for newspapers or mag¬ 
azines, or reporting on events for radio or TV 
(D journalist /'d33:n(9)list/ noun a person 
who writes for newspapers or magazines, or 
reports on events for radio or TV O Journal¬ 
ists asked the policeman some very awkward 
questions. O Film stars were greeted by jour¬ 
nalists from around the world at the premiere 
of the new film. 

journalistic / l d33:no'listik/ adj referring 
to journalism. Synonym reporting 
(D journey /'d 33 ini/ noun an occasion when 
you travel somewhere, usually a long dis¬ 
tance O It’s at least two days ’ journey from 
here. O They went on a train journey across 
China. O She has a difficult journey to work 
every day - she has to change buses twice. ■ 
verb to travel O They journeyed many miles 
to find the treasure. O The book tells the story 
of a man who journeyed from Italy to China 
in the 13th century. 

jovial /'d 33 Uviol/ adj good-humoured, 
happy. Synonym cheerful. Antonym glum 
d> joy M 331 / noun very great happiness 
joyful /'d 3 Dif( 9 )l/ adj very happy 
joyfully /'d 30 if( 9 )li/ advve ry happily 
joyous /'d 30 i 9 s/ adj very happy 
joypad /'d 30 ipaed/ noun a control for a 
computer game which you hold in your hand 
joyriding /'d 30 iraidir)/ noun the crime of 
high-speed driving in a stolen car 
joystick /'d 3 Distik/ noun 1 . a rod which 
controls the movements of an aircraft O Pull 
on the joystick to make the plane rise. 2. a de¬ 
vice that allows the user to move the cursor 
round the screen by moving an upright arm 
JP abbr justice of the peace 
(D Jr abbr junior 

jubilant /'d 3 u:bilont/ adj full of happiness, 
e.g. because of winning something. Synonym 
triumphant. Antonym disappointed 
jubilation /.dsuibi'leiJXojn/ noun a show 
of great happiness. Synonym elation 
jubilee /'d 3 u:bili:/ noun a celebration on 
the date of an important event which hap¬ 
pened in the past. Synonym anniversary 
Judaism /'d 3 u:deiiz( 3 )m/ noun 1. the re¬ 
ligion of the Jewish people, which is based 
on the texts called the Torah and Talmud 2. 
the Jewish way of life 

judder /'d 3 Ado/ noun (of a machine) a 
shaking movement O For some reason, 
there’s a judder when I put the car into third 


459 


judge 

gear. Synonym shudder ■ verb (of a ma¬ 
chine) to shake O The ferry juddered as it 
slowed down and reached the pier. O He 
brought the car to a juddering halt. 

(D judge /d3Ad3/ noun 1. a person whose 
job is to make legal decisions in a court of 
law O He was convicted for stealing, but the 
judge let him off with a small fine. 2. a person 
who decides which person or thing should 
win a competition O The three judges of the 
beauty contest couldn’t agree. 3. a person 
who makes sensible judgments O He’s a 
good judge of character. ■ verb 1. to make 
decisions in situations such as a court of law 
or a competition O He was judged guilty. O 
Her painting was judged the best and she 
won first prize. 2. to guess at a value or to 
make a judgment about a situation O To be a 
good driver you need to be able to judge dis¬ 
tances well. O The Senator judged it would 
be impossible for him to win the Presidency 
so he dropped out of the race. 

Judgement Day /^Ad^mant dei/ noun 
a day when dead people are judged by God 
judgmental M3Ad3'mont(3)l/ adj tending 
to judge or criticise people 
judicial /d3Ui'diJ(o)l/ adj referring to a le¬ 
gal process or to a court of law 
judicious /d3u:'dij9s/ adj based on good 
judgment. Synonym sensible. Antonym 
foolish 

judo /'d3u:dou/ noun an Olympic sport, de¬ 
rived from the traditional Japanese art of 
fighting without weapons between two 
people 

® jug /d3Ag/ noun a container with a han¬ 
dle, used for pouring liquids 
juggernaut /^Agonait/ noun a very 
large truck 

juggle /'d3Ag(o)l/ verb 1. to throw and 
catch several things such as balls, so that 
most of them are in the air at the same time O 
Try and juggle four balls at once. 2. to keep 
changing things or arrange them in a compli¬ 
cated way O I will have to juggle my meet¬ 
ings so that I can fit everyone in. O She’s 
trying to juggle her investments to get the 
best interest rate. 

juggler /'c^Agls/ noun a person who 
juggles 

juggling / d 3 Aglir)/ noun the art of throw¬ 
ing things in the air and catching them, so 
that several are in the air at the same time 
jugular 2 noun one of the veins running 
down the side of the neck 
(D juice /d3u:s/ noun 1. a liquid from fruit, 
vegetables or meat O They charged me £1 for 
two glasses of orange juice. O She had a 
glass of grapefndt juice for breakfast. 2. □ to 
stew in your own juice to suffer because of 
your own mistakes O Don’t bother about him 


jump at 

- just let him stew in his own juice for a 
while. 

juicy /'d3u:si/ adj full of juice (NOTE: juic¬ 
ier-juiciest) 

jukebox /'d3u:kbDks/ noun a 
coin-operated machine which plays records 
or CDs 

(!) July /d3u'lai/ noun the seventh month of 
the year, between June and August O July 23 
O She was born in July - her birthday is July 
23rd. O We went to Spain last July. O July is 
always one of the busiest months for holi¬ 
days. (NOTE: July 23rd or July 23: say ‘July 
the twenty-third’ or ‘the twenty-third of July’; 
American English: ‘July twenty-third’.) 
jumble /'d3Ambol/ noun a confused mess 
O His clothes were lying in a jumble on the 
floor. O A jumble of thoughts raced through 
my mind. ■ verb □ to jumble up to mix; to 
confuse O The books are all jumbled up - 
can you sort them out? O I wish he spent 
more time on his reports - the details are al¬ 
ways rather jumbled up. O His thoughts were 
all jumbled up in his head. 
jumble sale /'d3Ambol seil/ noun a sale 
of old clothes and other things which people 
no longer want, organised by a club or or¬ 
ganisation to raise money (NOTE: The US 
term is rummage sale.) 
jumbo /'d3Ambou/ noun a child’s name for 
an elephant O Let’s go to the zoo to see the 
jumbos. ■ adj very large O He ordered jumbo 
sausages and chips. O She bought a jumbo 
box of fireworks. Antonym tiny 
jumbo jet /'d3Amb3u d3et/, jumbo 
/'d3Amb3u/ noun the Boeing 747 , a very 
large jet aircraft 

(D jump M3 Amp/ noun a sudden movement 
into the air O The jump was higher than she 
thought and she hurt her leg. □ long or high 
jump a sports competition where you see 
who can jump the furthest or highest O She 
won a gold medal in the high jump. ■ verb 1 . 
to go suddenly into the air off the ground O 
Quick, jump on that bus - it’s going to Ox¬ 
ford Circus! O The horse jumped over the 
fence. O She jumped down from the chair. 2. 
□ to jump the gun to start before it is your 
turn, before it is the right time □ to jump the 
queue to go in front of someone who has 
been waiting longer than you have 3 . to move 
upwards suddenly O The price of oil has 
jumped from $ 15.50 to $ 30 . 00 . 4 . to make a 
sudden movement because you are fright¬ 
ened O She jumped when I came up behind 
her quietly and said ‘Boo!’. O When they 
fired the gun, it made me jump. 5 . to miss 
something O I think I jumped a page in my 
book. 

(D jump at /'d3Amp aet/ verb to accept 
enthusiastically 
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©jumper /'c^Ampa/ noun a warm woollen 
knitted sweater 

jump start /'d 3 Amp start/ verb to start a 
car engine when the battery is flat by con¬ 
necting the battery to the battery of another 
car. Compare bump start 
jumpsuit /'d3Ampsu:t/ noun a piece of 
clothing made of trousers and top joined 
together 

jumpy /'d 3 Ampi/ adj nervous and excited 
(NOTE: jumpier - jumpiest) 

Jun. abbr junior 

© junction /'d3Ar)kJ‘3n/ noun a place 
where railway lines or roads meet O Go as 
far as the next junction and you will see the 
library on your right. O Leave the motorway 
at Junction 5. 

juncture /^Agktjb/ noun a point in time 
©June /d 3 u:n/ noun the sixth month of the 
year, between May and July O June 17 o She 
was born in June: her birthday is June 17th. 
O Last June we had a holiday in Canada. 
(NOTE: June 17th or June 17: say ‘June the 
seventeenth’ or ‘the seventeenth of June’ or 
in US English: ‘June seventeenth’.) 
jungle /^Arjgal/ noun thick tropical forest 
which is difficult to travel through 
© junior /'d3u:ni3/ adj 1. younger, less im¬ 
portant O He was the junior member of the 
team. 2. for younger children O She sings in 
the junior choir. O He plays for the junior 
hockey team. ■ noun 1. US a student in his 
or her third year at college 2. a son in a fam¬ 
ily who has the same name as his father O 
John Smith, Junior 

junior high school /'d 3 u:nb hai/ noun a 
school in the US for children from 12 to 15 
years old 

junior school /'d3u:ni3 skuil/ noun a 
school for children from 7 to 11 years old 
juniper /'d3u:mp3/ noun a small evergreen 
tree of the Northern Hemisphere, with berries 
which are used as a flavouring 
© junk /d 3 Agk/ noun 1. useless articles, 
rubbish O Don’t keep that - it’s junk. O You 
should throw away all that junk you keep un¬ 
der your bed. (NOTE: no plural in this mean¬ 
ing) 2. a large Chinese sailing boat O Hong 
Kong harbour was full of junks. 
junk food /'d 3 Ar)k fu:d/ noun prepared 
food which is not healthy, e.g. because it 
contains a lot of fat or sugar 
junkie /'d 3 Ar)ki/ noun {slang) 1. a person 
who is addicted to an illegal drug O The park 
is full of junkies and dossers at night. 2. a 
person who is very enthusiastic about some¬ 
thing and camiot get enough of it O I’m 
something of a crossword junkie. O Some 
Internet junkies spend a fortune on telephone 
bills. 


just 

junk mail /'d 3 Ar)k meil/ noun advertising 
material sent through the post, often thrown 
away immediately by the people who receive 
it because they do not want it 
© junk shop /'d 3 Ar)k Jbp/ noun a shop 
selling useless old articles 
junta /'d3Ant3/ noun a ruling group of min¬ 
isters, a government which has taken power 
by force (NOTE: used mainly of military gov¬ 
ernments. The word is correctly pro¬ 
nounced as /'hunts/ but this pronunciation 
is not often used in English.) 

Jupiter /'d3upit3/ noun the largest planet 
in the solar system, more than eleven times 
the size of the earth 

juridical /d3u'ridik(3)l/ adj referring to the 
law and judges 

jurisdiction /.dsuaris'dikjbn/ noun legal 
power over someone or something □ within 
the jurisdiction of the court in the legal 
power of the court □ outside the jurisdiction 
of the court not covered by the legal power 
of the court O The matter is outside the juris¬ 
diction of the court. 

jurist /'d3U9rist/ noun a person who spe¬ 
cialises in the study of law 
juror /'d3U3r3/ noun a member of a jury 
jury /'d3U3ri/ noun 1 . a group of twelve citi¬ 
zens who are sworn to decide whether some¬ 
one is guilty or innocent after hearing the 
evidence given in a court of law O The jury 
brought in a verdict of not guilty. 2. □ the 
jury is still out on this no one is sure what 
the result will be 3. a group of judges in a 
competition O He’s been chosen to serve on 
the jury for the literary prize. 
jury service /'d3U3ri ,s3:vis/ noun a ser¬ 
vice which all citizens may be asked to per¬ 
form, to sit on a jury 

© just /d3ASt/ adv 1. exactly o Is that too 
much sugar? — No, it’s just right. O Thank 
you, that’s just what I was looking for. O Just 
how many of students have got computers? O 
What time is it? - It’s just seven o ’clock. O 
He’s just fifteen - his birthday was yesterday. 
2. □ just enough enough but no more o She 
had just enough money to pay the bill. O He 
had just enough time to get dressed before 
the police arrived. □ just so exactly as it 
should be ( informal ) O She always wants ev¬ 
erything to be just so. 3. showing a very 
small quantity in space or time O Your um¬ 
brella is just by the door. O Don’t come in 
just yet - we ’re not ready. O Can you wait 
just a minute? 4. showing the immediate past 
or future O The train has just arrived from 
Paris. O She had just got into her bath when 
the phone rang. O I don’t want any coffee, 
thank you, I’m just going out. O Thanks for 
calling - I was just going to phone you. 5. 
only O We’re just good friends, nothing 
more, o I’ve been to Berlin just once. ■ adj 
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just about 

fair, without giving anyone an unfair advan¬ 
tage O The decision of the court was just. 
just about /,d 3 ASt o'baut/ adv nearly, 
more or less O I’ve just about finished my 
homework. O The meal’s just about ready. ■ 
□ just about to do something going to do 
something very soon O We were just about to 
leave. O They were just about to go to bed 
when someone knocked on the door. 
just as /'d 3 ASt oz/ adv 1. at the same time 
O Just as I got into the car there was a loud 
bang. 2. in exactly the same way O The film 
is just as good as the book. O It is just as hot 
inside the house as it is outside. O She loves 
her cats just as other people love their 
children. 

(D justice /'d 3 AStis/ noun fair treatment in 
law O Justice must always be seen to be 
done. □ to bring someone to justice to start 
a legal case against someone □ rough justice 
judging someone in a rough and unfair way 
justifiable /'d3Astifaiob(o)l/ adj which 
can be justified. Antonym indefensible 
justifiably /^AStifaiobli/ adv in a justifi¬ 
able way 

© justification /.dsAstifi'keiJXojn/ noun 
1. a reason which shows that something has 
been done correctly O What was his justifica¬ 
tion for doing that? O They tried to find some 
justification for what they had done. 2. (in 
typing and printing) arranging the words in 
the lines so that the right-hand edge is 
straight O An American hyphenation and jus¬ 
tification program will not work with British 
English spellings. 

justified /'d3Astifaid/ adj shown to be 
right 

© justify /'d3Astifai/ verb 1. to show that 
something is fair, to prove that something is 
right O How can you justify spending all that 
money? O How can you justify your behav¬ 
iour? 2. □ the end justifies the means if 


juxtaposition 

your final aim is good or honourable, you are 
right to do anything that is necessary to 
achieve it 3. (in printing) to space letters and 
numbers on the page so that the ends of lines 
are straight O The text should be fully 
justified. 

justly /'d3AStli/ adv 1. with justice o She 
was justly punished for her crime. 2. with 
good reason O He is justly seen as the best 
British Chancellor this century. 
just now /d 3 ASt 'nau/ adv 1. at the present 
time O We ’re very busy in the office just now. 
2. a short time ago O I saw her just now in the 
post office. 

jut /d 3 At/ verb □ to jut (out) to stick out, 
usually horizontally O My hotel room has a 
balcony jutting out over a busy main road. O 
The cliff juts out into the lake. 
jute /d 3 u:t/ noun a substance which comes 
from tropical plants and is used for making 
rope or cloth 

(D juvenile /'d3u:v9nail/ adj 1. referring to 
young people O Young offenders are tried 
before a juvenile court. 2. silly, like a young 
person O The new comedy series on TV is re¬ 
ally juvenile. ■ noun a young person, offi¬ 
cially, one under seventeen years of age o 
The police entered the club and arrested four 
people, two of them juveniles. 
juvenile delinquency /,d 3 u:vonail di- 
'lirjkwonsi/ noun crimes commited by 
young people 

juvenile delinquent /.dsuivonail di- 
'lipkwont/ noun a young person who com¬ 
mits minor crimes, especially crimes against 
property 

juxtapose /.dsAksto'pouz/ verb to place 
side by side, so as to show a difference 
juxtaposition /^Akstopo'ziJXojn/ noun 
being side by side or very close together 
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k /kei/, K noun the eleventh letter of the al¬ 
phabet, between J and L 
<S> K abbr one thousand □ £20K twenty thou¬ 
sand pounds 

kaleidoscope /ko'laidoskoup/ noun 1. a 
toy formed of a tube with mirrors which re¬ 
flect small pieces of coloured material and 
make patterns when you move it while look¬ 
ing into it 2. something which has a series of 
patterns and colours O The kaleidoscope of 
autumn colours which you only see in parts 
of North America. 

kaleidoscopic /ko.laido'skopik/ adj like 
a kaleidoscope, with bright colours which 
change all the time 

kangaroo /.kasrjgo'ru:/ noun a large Aus¬ 
tralian animal, of which the female carries its 
young in a pouch 

kangaroo court /.kaerjgo'ru: ko:t/ noun 
a court that is not official, set up by a group 
of people to judge one of their members 
karaoke /.kaeri'ouki/ noun entertainment, 
coming originally from Japan, in which peo¬ 
ple sing to recorded music 
karat /'kasrot/ noun US a measure of the 
quality of gold. Pure gold is 24 karats. 
(NOTE: The British spelling is carat.) 
karate /ko'raiti/ noun a Japanese style of 
fighting, where you hit sharp, quick blows 
with the side of the hand or kicks with the 
feet 

karma /'kaimo/ noun 1. the Hindu and 
Buddhist belief that the quality of people’s 
current and future lives is determined by their 
behaviour in this and past lives 2. the atmo¬ 
sphere which some people can feel is present 
in a place, situation, person, or object 3. des¬ 
tiny or fate 

kayak /'kaiask/ noun a type of small boat 
which is pointed at both ends, and almost 
completely covered, with only a narrow 
opening for one person to sit in 
kebab /ki'baeb/ noun small pieces of meat 
or vegetables, cooked on a long metal stick 
keel /kill/ noun 1. a long beam in the bot¬ 
tom of a ship, on which the framework is 
built O The dolphins swam under the keel 
and came up on the other side of the ship. 2. 
□ on an even keel steady and not likely to 
change suddenly O After the huge fluctua¬ 


tions in the exchange rate in recent weeks, 
the pound is back on an even keel now. ■ 
verb □ to keel over to fall over ( informal) o 
One minute she was sitting and talking hap¬ 
pily, the next minute she keeled over onto the 
floor. 

® keen /ki:n/ adj 1. □ keen on something 
or someone liking something or someone, 
enthusiastic about something O He’s keen on 
keeping fit - he goes running every morning. 
O I am not very keen on classical music. O / 
don’t think she’s very keen on her new maths 
teacher. □ keen as mustard very keen (infor¬ 
mal) O The new group of trainees are good 
to work with, they’re keen as mustard. 2. 
very sensitive o Bats have a keen sense of 
hearing. (NOTE: keener - keenest) 
keenly /'kirnli/ adv sharply, to a great 
degree 

keenness /'kiinnos/ noun the fact of being 
keen 

(D keep /ki:p/ verb 1. to have for a long time 
or for ever o Can I keep the newspaper I bor¬ 
rowed from you? O I don’t want that book 
any more, you can keep it. O The police kept 
my gun and won’t give it back. 2. to continue 
to do something O The clock kept going even 
after I dropped it on the floor. O He had to 
keep smiling so that people would think he 
was pleased. O Keep quiet or they'll hear 
you. O Luckily the weather kept fine for the 
fair. O The food will keep warm in the oven. 
3. to have or put something in a particular 
place O I keep my car keys in my pocket. O 
Where do you keep the paper for the laser 
printer? 4. to make someone or something 
stay in a place or state O It’s cruel to keep an¬ 
imals in cages. O I was kept late at the office. 
O They kept us waiting for half an hour. O 
We put the plates in the oven to keep them 
warm. 5. to prevent someone from doing 
something or from going somewhere O She 
kept him from going out and playing football. 
O He kept her from seeing her friends. □ 
what kept you? why are you so late? (infor¬ 
mal) 6. to stay □ let’s keep in touch we 
should continue to meet or write to each 
other □ kept someone company stayed with 
someone □ to keep an eye on to watch care¬ 
fully O He’s keeping an eye on the shop 


keep back 

while I’m away. □ to keep your ear to the 
ground to follow what is happening and 
know all about something 7. □ to keep a di¬ 
ary to write notes every day about what has 
happened o She kept a diary of her holiday in 
Spain. 8. (of food) to stay in good condition 
and not to go bad O Raspberries don’t keep. 
(NOTE: keeps - keeping - kept /kept/) ■ 
noun 1 . a central tower, the strongest part of 
a medieval castle 2. the amount of money 
that you need to live on □ she doesn’t earn 
her keep she doesn’t earn enough money to 
pay for her food and lodging 3. □ for keeps 
for ever ( informal) 

(D keep back /,ki:p 'baek/ verb 1. to hold 
on to something which you should give to 
someone O They kept back £20 from the de¬ 
posit to cover damage to the carpet. 2. □ to 
keep something back from someone not to 
tell someone information which you could 
give to them O I have the feeling that she’s 
keeping something back from us. 
d> keep down /,ki:p 'daun/ verb 1 . to keep 
at a low level O Keep your voice down, the 
police will hear us! 2. to bend down in order 
to hide from someone O Keep down behind 
the wall so that they won’t see us. 
keeper /'kiipa/ noun 1. a person in charge 
of a certain type of animal in a zoo O an ele¬ 
phant keeper 2. a person in charge of a sec¬ 
tion of a museum O The keeper of Roman 
coins in the British Museum. 3. same as 
goalkeeper (sport) 4. a fruit which can be 
kept in good condition for a long time O You 
should eat those pears immediately as they 
are not good keepers. 

keep-fit /ki:p 'fit/ adj using exercises to 
keep you fit 

keeping /'kiipig/ noun □ in keeping with 

fitting in with, matching O The dinner plates 
are antiques, in keeping with the furniture in 
the dining room. 

(D keep off /,ki:p 'of/ verb 1. not to walk on 
O Keep off the grass! 2. not to use O If he can 
keep off drink, his health will improve. 

3) keep on /,ki:p 'Dn/ verb to continue to 
do something. Antonym stop □ to keep on 
about something to talk all the time about 
something 

(D keep on at /,ki:p 'on ot/ verb to criticise 
someone all the time (informal). Synonym 
nag □ she keeps on at me about getting a 
job she tells me all the time that I should get 
a job 

5) keep out /,ki:p 'aut/ verb 1. to stop 
someone going in O There were ‘Keep Out! ’ 
notices round the building site. O We put up 
notices telling people to keep their dogs out 
of the field where the lambs are. 2. not to get 
involved O He kept out of the quarrel. O Try 
to keep out of trouble with the police. □ to 
keep out of the way of someone to make 


kettle 

sure you avoid someone o It would be best to 
keep out of her way while she’s angry. 
keepsake /'kiipseik/ noun an object 
which you keep because it reminds you of the 
person who gave it to you. Synonym 
memento 

(D keep to /'ki:p tu:/ verb 1 . to stay in a po¬ 
sition O When you drive in France, remem¬ 
ber to keep to the right. 2. not to move away 
from a subject O Let’s keep to the subject of 
widening the motorway. 3. □ to keep some¬ 
thing to yourself to keep something secret, 
not to talk about something O He doesn’t 
want to talk about his illness, he’d rather 
keep it to himself. □ to keep yourself to 
yourself to avoid other people O They were a 
quiet couple and kept themselves to 
themselves. 

3) keep up /,ki:p 'Ap/ verb 1. to make 
something stay at the same high level O He 
finds it very difficult to keep up his German. 
O They won’t be able to keep up that speed 
for very long. □ keep it up! continue doing 
what you doing! O You ’re doing very well — 
keep it up! 2. to prevent someone from going 
to sleep or to bed O The noise from the street 
kept us up all night. 

3) keep up with /,ki:p 'ap wi6/ verb 1. to 
go at the same speed O My foot hurts, that’s 
why I can’t keep up with the others. O His 
salary hasn’t kept up with the cost of living. 
□ to keep up with the Joneses to try to do 
the same things as your neighbours or friends 
to show that you have as much money as they 
have 2. to keep yourself informed about O 
Have you been keeping up with the news 
from Russia? 

keg /keg/ noun a small round container for 
liquid, especially alcohol. Synonym barrel 
kennel /'ken(o)l/ noun a small house for a 
dog 

® kept /kept/ (> keep 

kerb /k3:b/ noun the stone edge of a path 
along the side of a road (NOTE: The US spell¬ 
ing is curb.) 

kerbstone /'k3:bst3un/ noun one of the 
stones forming a kerb 

kernel /'k3in(o)l/ noun 1. the softer inside 
part of a nut which you can eat O Squirrels 
bite into nuts to get at the kernel. 2. the cen¬ 
tre, the essential part O At the heart of every 
classical myth is a kernel of truth. (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with colonel.) 
kerosene /'kerosiin/ noun especially US a 
type of thin oil, e.g. used in lights or heaters 
kestrel /'kestrol/ noun a type of bird simi¬ 
lar to a small falcon 

ketchup /'ketjop/ noun a tomato sauce 
(NOTE: Another US spelling is catsup.) 
kettle /'ket(o)l/ noun a container with a lid 
and a spout, used for boiling water □ to put 
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key 

the kettle on to start heating the water in a 
kettle O I’ve just put the kettle on so we can 
all have a cup of tea. □ the kettle’s boiling 
the water in the kettle is boiling, t different 
(D key /ki:/ noun 1. a piece of metal used to 
open a lock O I can’t start the car, I’ve lost 
the key. O Where did you put the front door 
key? 2. one of the moving parts which you 
push down with your fingers on something 
such as a computer or piano O The ‘F’ key al¬ 
ways sticks. O There are sixty-four keys on 
the keyboard. 3. an explanation of a problem 
O The key to the signs is written under the di¬ 
agram. 4. a system of musical tones O The 
symphony is written in the key of F major. ■ 
adj most important o The key person in the 
team is the goalkeeper. O The key person iti 
the company is the sales manager. O Oil is a 
key industry. ■ verb to type letters or num¬ 
bers on a keyboard o She keyed in the data. 
Synonym input 

(D keyboard /'kiibord/ noun a set of keys 
on something such as a computer or piano O 
She spilled her coffee on the computer key¬ 
board. O He practises on the keyboard every 
day. ■ verb to put data into a computer, using 
a keyboard o She was keyboarding the fig¬ 
ures. Synonym type 

keyboarder /'kiiboido/ noun a person 
who keyboards data into a computer 
keyed up /,ki:d 'Ap/ adj nervous and tense 
(informal). Antonym relaxed 
keyhole /'kiihoul/ noun a hole in a lock 
which you put a key into 
keyhole surgery /'kiihoul ,s3:d3ori/ 
noun a type of medical operation where very 
small medical instruments are sent into the 
body through a thin tube 
keynote /'kiinout/ noun a main subject o 
The keynote of the meeting was the need for 
political compromise. 

keynote speech /'kii.nout spirtJV noun 
the main speech at a large meeting such as a 
conference 

keypad /'kiipaed/ noun a set of special keys 
on a computer keyboard, e.g. the number 
keys 

key ring /'ki: rig/ noun a ring on which 
you can put several keys to keep them to¬ 
gether O The garage gave me a key ring with 
their telephone number on it. 
keyword /'kiiW3:d/ noun 1. a word used as 
a reference point for further information or as 
a guide to show you what is contained in a 
document 2. a series of letters and numbers, 
often in the form of a common word, which 
has a special meaning for a computer data¬ 
base or programming or command language 
@ kg abbr kilogram 

khaki /'kaiki/ noun a dull yellow-brown 
cloth used for soldiers’ uniforms O The 


troops wore khaki uniforms. ■ adj of a dull 
yellow-brown colour O I don’t like those dull 
khaki cushions in the living room. 
kibbutz /ki'buts/ noun a type of farm in Is¬ 
rael (NOTE: The plural is kibbutzim /,kibu- 
’tsiim/.) 

(D kick fkikl noun 1. the act of hitting with 
your foot O The goalkeeper gave the ball a 
kick. 2. a feeling of excitement O He gets a 
kick out of watching a football match on TV. 
□ did it for kicks did it to get some excite¬ 
ment 3. a strong effect o My! This drink has 
a kick in it! 4. the strong backward move¬ 
ment of a gun when you fire it o Watch out, 
this rifle has a powerful kick and can hurt 
your shoulder. ■ verb 1. to hit something 
with your foot O He kicked the ball into the 
net. O She kicked her little brother. 2. □ to 
kick the habit to get rid of a bad habit ( infor¬ 
mal) OI wish he’d kick the habit of whistling 
while he works. O He doesn’t smoke any 
more - he kicked the habit a couple of 
months ago. t bucket 

kickback /'kikbask/ noun an amount of 
money paid illegally to someone who helps a 
business deal. Synonym bribe 
kick in /,kik 'in/ verb 1. to make something 
open by kicking it O The police kicked the 
door in. 2. to start to have an effect O The car 
really moves when the turbocharger kicks in. 
<D kick off /,kik 'of/ verb 1. to start a game 
of football O They kicked off at 3.00 and by 
half-time there was still no score. 2. to start O 
Let’s kick off with a discussion about modern 
painters. 

kick-off /'kik Df/ noun the start of a foot¬ 
ball game 

@ kick out /,kik 'aut/ verb to get rid of 
someone ( informal ) 

kick Start /'kik start/ noun a pedal on a 
motorbike that you press down with your 
foot in order to start the engine O You ’ll need 
the kick start on cold mornings. ■ verb 1 . to 
start a motorbike by pressing down on the 
pedal O He kick started the engine. 2. to 
make something start or start again O The 
government’s plans to kick start the 
economy. 

(D kick up /,kik 'Ap/ verb ( informal) □ to 
kick up a fuss to make a noisy protest about 
something or to have an argument O The kids 
are only messing about - there’s no need to 
kick up a fuss by calling the police. 

(D kid /kid/ noun 1. a child o There were a 
few school kids on their bicycles. O I saw 
your kids going off on the bus this morning. 
O They’ve been married a few years, and 
have got a couple of kids. 2. a young goat O 
A mother goat and two little white kids. 3. a 
very soft leather made from the skin of a goat 
O He wore a pair of kid gloves. □ to treat 
someone with kid gloves to treat someone 


kiddie 
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very carefully ( informal) o He needs to be 
treated with kid gloves so as not to upset him. 
■ verb to make someone believe something 
which is not true □ I was only kidding I did 
not mean it □ no kidding? is it really true? 
kiddie /'kidi/ noun a small child ( informal) 
d> kidnap /'kidnasp/ verb to take someone 
away illegally and keep them prisoner. Syn¬ 
onym abduct (NOTE: kidnapping - 
kidnapped) 

kidnapper /'kidnaepo/ noun a person who 
kidnaps someone 

(D kidney /'kidni/ noun 1. one of a pair of 
organs in animals that clean the blood and re¬ 
move waste from it 2 . this organ from an ani¬ 
mal such as a lamb or pig, used as food O 
steak and kidney pie 

kidney bean /'kidni bi:n/ noun a type of 
bean with reddish seeds which look a little 
like kidneys 

©kill /kil/ verb 1. to make someone or 
something die O He was sentenced to death 
for killing his wife. O The drought has killed 
all the crops. O The car hit a cat and killed it. 
O Six people were killed in the plane crash. 
2. □ to kill time to spend time while waiting 
for something important O I killed some time 
waiting for the train by having a coffee. □ to 
kill two birds with one stone to get two suc¬ 
cessful results from one action O While I’m 
in London for the conference I could kill two 
birds with one stone and visit my parents. □ 
my feet are killing me my feet are hurting 
very much ( informal) □ he was killing him¬ 
self laughing he was laughing very much (in¬ 
formal) 

killer /'kilo/ noun 1. a person who kills O 
The police are still hunting for the killer. 2. 
which kills O a killer flu virus 
killer whale /'kilo well/ noun a medium¬ 
sized black and white whale which eats fish 
and seals 

killing /'kiliq/ noun 1. the process of putt¬ 
ing a person or animal to death O The police 
are investigating the killing of the tourists. O 
There have been reports of killings in the vil¬ 
lages. O The killing of rhinos has been 
banned. 2. □ to make a killing to make a 
very large profit O He made a killing on the 
stock market. ■ adj very funny O I thought it 
was killing, but no one else laughed at all. 
killjoy /'kild 30 i/ noun a person who stops 
other people from enjoying themselves. Syn¬ 
onym spoilsport 

kiln /kiln/ noun an oven for making objects 
from clay hard enough to last 
(D kilo /'kitlou/ abbr kilogram (NOTE: The 
plural is kilos.) 

kilobyte /'kiloubait/ noun a unit of storage 
for a computer equal to 1,024 bytes 


king 

® kilogram /'kilsgraem/ noun a measure 
of weight equal to one thousand grams 
(NOTE: written kg after figures: 20kg) 

® kilometre /'kilo.miito/ noun one thou¬ 
sand metres □ the car has just had its 
100,000 kilometre service the car has been 
checked by the garage after having travelled 
100,000 kilometres (NOTE: The US spelling 
is kilometer.) 

kilt /kilt/ noun a skirt, usually of tartan 
cloth, worn by men in Scotland, and also by 
women 

kimono /ki'mounou/ noun a long, loose 
dress or coat traditionally worn by Japanese 
people (NOTE: The plural is kimonos.) 
kin /kin/ noun □ next of kin a person’s 
nearest relative O After the fatal accident, the 
police informed the next of kin. O Names of 
the victims will not be released until their 
next of kin have been informed. ) kith and 
kin 

© kind /kaind/ adj friendly, helpful, think¬ 
ing about other people O It’s very kind of you 
to offer to help. O How kind of you to invite 
him to your party! O You should always be 
kind to little children. O He’s a kind old gen¬ 
tleman. Synonym caring. Antonym inhu¬ 
mane (NOTE: kinder - kindest) ■ noun 1. a 
type O A butterfly is a kind of insect. O We 
have several kinds of apples in our garden. O 
We discussed all kinds of things. 2. □ kind of 
in a certain way ( informal ) o I was kind of 
annoyed when she told me that. 
kindergarten /'kindogartn/ noun a 
school for little children 
kindhearted /.kaind'haitid/ adj kind and 
thoughtful towards other people 
kindle /'kind(9)l/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing catch fire O A cigarette end must have 
kindled the dead leaves. 2. to make someone 
start to feel something O The aim of the class 
is to kindle an interest in art. 
kindling /'kindlir)/ noun material such as 
small pieces of wood, used for starting a fire 
kindly /'kaindli/ adj thoughtful and pleas¬ 
ant O A kindly neighbour brought him soup 
when he was ill. Synonym friendly ■ adv 1. 
in a thoughtful or pleasant way O He behaved 
very kindly towards me. □ not to take kindly 
to not to like O She doesn’t take kindly to be¬ 
ing told she’s fat. 2. please, if you don’t mind 
O Kindly shut the door. O Customers are 
kindly requested to pay at the cash desk. 

<D kindness /'kaindnos/ noun 1. the qual¬ 
ity of being kind O She was touched by his 
kindness. Synonym compassion. Antonym 
cruelty 2. a kind act 

kindred spirit /.kindrod 'spirit/ noun a 
person who thinks in the same way as you do 
© king /kir)/ noun 1. a man who governs a 
country by right of birth O The king and 


Kleenex 
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kingdom 

queen came to visit the town. (NOTE: king is 
spelt with a capital letter when used with a 
name or when referring to a particular per¬ 
son: King Henry VIII.) 2. the main piece in 
chess O She moved her knight to place his 
king in check. 3. (in cards) the card with the 
face of a bearded man, coming after the ace 
and before the queen in value O He knew he 
could win when he drew the king of spades. 
4. a person in the top position O He’s king of 
the pop music scene. O The lion is king of the 
jungle. 

® kingdom /'kirjdsm/ noun 1. the land 
ruled over by a king or queen O England is 
part of the United Kingdom. O He gave her a 
book of fairy stories about a magic kingdom. 
2. a part of the world of nature O the animal 
kingdom 3. □ till kingdom come for ever, for 
a very long time ( informal) o On Saturday 
mornings you can wait till kingdom come to 
be served. 

kingfisher /'kigfijo/ noun a small bright 

blue bird that dives for fish 

kingpin /'kigpin/ noun the main person in 

an organisation ( informal) 

king-size /'kig saiz/ adj bigger than the 

usual size 

kink /kigk/ noun 1. a twist in something 
that should be straight O Can you straighten 
the flex, it’s got a kink in it. 2. a peculiar 
mental state O He has a kink about women’s 
underwear. 

kinky /'kigki/ adj sexually odd or strange 
kinship /'kinjip/ noun 1. the relationship 
that exists between people in the same family 
2. a connection through common characteris¬ 
tics or a common origin 
kiosk /'kiiDsk/ noun a small shelter, for 
selling goods out of doors. Synonym booth 
kip /kip/ ( informal) noun a short sleep o / 
was so tired I lay down on the sofa and had a 
kip. ■ verb to lie down to go to sleep o You 
can kip down on the sofa if you want. O Can 
we kip here tonight? - We’ve missed the last 
bus. (NOTE: kipped) 

kipper /'kips/ noun a split herring, salted 
and smoked 

kirk /k3:k/ noun (in Scotland) a church 
© kiss /kis/ noun the act of touching some¬ 
one with your lips to show love O She gave 
the baby a kiss. □ to blow someone a kiss to 
show your love for someone by touching 
your lips with your hands and making a ges¬ 
ture to the person at a distance O As the train 
left, she blew him a kiss. ■ verb to touch 
someone with your lips to show that you love 
them O She kissed her daughter and walked 
away. O They kissed each other goodbye. 
kiss of death /,kis ov 'de0/ noun some¬ 
thing which ruins a project (NOTE: The plural 
is kisses.) 


kiss of life /,kis ov 'laif/ noun the act of 
bringing someone back to life by breathing 
into his or her mouth 

© kit /kit/ noun 1. clothes and personal 
equipment, usually packed for carrying O 
Did you bring your tennis kit? 2. a box con¬ 
taining pieces which can be put together to 
make something such as a piece of furniture 
or a model O He spent the afternoon building 
a model aircraft from a kit. O The new gar¬ 
den furniture arrived as a kit and we had to 
put it together ourselves. ■ verb □ to kit out 
to supply with clothes and equipment O They 
kitted themselves out with skis and boots. 
kitbag /'kitbaeg/ noun a long round bag 
which a soldier uses for carrying clothes and 
equipment 

(D kitchen /'kitjin/ noun a room where you 
cook food O She put the meat down on the 
kitchen table. O If you ’re hungry, have a look 
in the kitchen to see if there’s anything to eat. 

i> fitted 

kitchenette /,kitJYnet/ noun a small 
kitchen in a comer of a living room 
kitchen garden /.kitj'in 'gaidn/ noun a 
part of a garden where fruit and vegetables 
are grown 

© kite /kait/ noun 1. a toy made of light 
wood and paper or cloth which is flown in a 
strong wind on the end of a string O He was 
flying his kite from the top of the hill. O The 
wind nearly blew the kite away. 2. a shape in 
mathematics like a kite, with two short sides 
and two long sides, and no right angles 3. a 
large bird of prey O Red kites have started 
nesting in the cliffs. 

kith and kin /,ki0 on 'kin/ plural noun 
friends and relatives 

kitsch /kitJ/ noun popular works of art or 
decorative objects that are brightly coloured 
but lack artistic taste (NOTE: no plural) 

© kitten /'kit(o)n/ noun 1. a baby cat o The 
kittens are playing in their basket. O The cat 
carefully picked up her kitten by the scruff of 
its neck. 2. □ to have kittens to be very ner¬ 
vous (informal) o She was having kittens, 
waiting for her interview. 
kitty /'kiti/ noun 1. money which has been 
collected from each member of a group of 
people to be used for everyone later o We 
each put £5 into the kitty for the office party. 
2. a child’s name for a cat O She called out 
‘kitty, kitty, kitty ’ but the cat didn ’t come. 
kiwi /'ki:wi/ noun 1. a bird which camiot 
fly, native to New Zealand 2. a New 
Zealander 

kiwi fruit /'ki:wi fruit/ noun a small tropi¬ 
cal fruit, with a hairy skin and green flesh 
(NOTE: no plural) 

Kleenex /'kliineks/ trademark the trade¬ 
mark for a paper handkerchief (NOTE: The 


km 

plural is Kleenexes or Kleenex: a box of 
Kleenex.) 

(D km abbr kilometre 

knack /naek/ noun a natural ability, or a 
skill ( informal ) o She has a knack of making 
people feel at home. O There’s a special 
knack to getting this machine to work. 
knackered /'naekod/ adj very tired (slang). 
Synonym exhausted 

knapsack /'naepsaek/ noun a bag carried 
on the back of a walker (dated) 
knave /neiv/ noun (in cards) a jack, the 
card with the face of a young man, with a 
value between the queen and the ten 
knead /ni:d/ verb to press and fold dough 
before it is cooked to make bread. Synonym 
massage 

(D knee /ni:/ noun 1. the joint above the 
lower leg, where your leg bends o She sat the 
child on her knee. O He was on his knees 
looking under the bed. 2. the part of a pair of 
trousers that covers the knee o My jeans have 
holes in both knees. 

kneecap /'niikaep/ noun the little bone in 
front of the knee O He hurt his kneecap when 
he fell. ■ verb to punish someone by shoot¬ 
ing him in the knees (informal) o The terror¬ 
ists kneecapped the young man. 
knee-deep /,ni: 'di:p/ adv □ knee-deep in 
up to your knees in O They had to walk 
knee-deep in snow for several miles. 
knee-high /,ni: 'hai/ adj reaching up to 
your knees □ knee-high to a grasshopper 
(of a child) very small (informal) o When I 
saw him last he was just knee-high to a 
grasshopper. 

knee-jerk /'ni: d33ik/ noun a movement of 
the thigh muscle that suddenly stretches the 
leg, usually in response to a light tap on the 
tendon below the kneecap ■ adj tending to 
react without thinking, or happening as a re¬ 
sult of such a reaction 

(D kneel /ni:l/ verb to go down on your 
knees (NOTE: kneeling - kneeled or knelt 

/nelt/) 

knelt /nelt/ 1 > kneel 

<D knew /nju:/ 0 know 

knickers /'mkoz/ plural noun a piece of 

woman’s or girl’s underwear for the lower 

body O She bought a pair of blue knickers. 

(NOTE: plural; for one item say a pair of 

knickers) 

knick-knack /'nik naek/ noun a small, 
light article. Synonym trinket 
(D knife /naif/ noun an instrument used for 
cutting, with a sharp metal blade fixed in a 
handle O Put out a knife, fork and spoon for 
each person. O You need a sharp knife to cut 
meat. □ on a knife edge in a difficult posi¬ 
tion, where you are not sure what will happen 
■ verb to stab someone with a knife o He 


knock 

was knifed in the back during the fight. 

(NOTE: knifes - knifing - knifed) 

<D knight /nait/ noun 1. a man honoured by 
a king for services to his country (and taking 
the title ‘Sir’) O He was made a knight, i) 
baronet 2. (in medieval times) a brave sol¬ 
dier often devoted to the service of a lady O 
King Arthur and the Knights of the Round 
Table. O Many knights were killed in the 
Wars of the Roses. 3. one of two pieces in a 
chess set with a horse’s head o With a clever 
move she took his knight. ■ verb to make 
someone a knight O He was knighted for ser¬ 
vices to education. 

COMMENT: Knights are addressed as ‘Sir’, 
followed by their Christian name and family 
name; their wives are addressed as ‘Lady’ 
followed by the family name (hence Sir John 
Smith’s wife is addressed as ‘Lady Smith’). 

knighthood /'naithud/ noun the position 
of being a knight 

(D knit /nit/ verb 1. to make a piece of cloth¬ 
ing out of wool by linking threads together 
with two long needles O My mother is knit¬ 
ting me a pullover. O She was wearing a blue 
knitted hat. (NOTE: knitting - knitted) 2. □ 
to knit your brow to wrinkle your forehead 
as you try to do something difficult O She 
knit her brow as she tried to understand the 
guidebook. 

(D knitting /'nitir)/ noun 1. the action of 
making something out of wool with knitting 
needles O Her great hobby is knitting. 2. a 
piece of work which is in the process of be¬ 
ing made by knitting O She brought her knit¬ 
ting with her to the conference. 
knitwear /'mtweo/ noun knitted clothes 
such as jumpers and pullovers (NOTE: no 
plural) 

knob /nob/ noun 1. a rounded handle such 
as on a door or drawer O To open the door, 
just turn the knob. 2. a round button which 
you turn to operate a radio or TV etc. O Turn 
the knob to increase the volume. 3. a round 
lump O Put a knob of butter in the frying pan. 
knobbly /'nobli/ adj bumpy; covered with 
knobs. Synonym lumpy 
® knock /nDk/ noun 1. a sound made by 
hitting something O Suddenly, there was a 
knock at the door. 2. the act of hitting O She 
received a knock on the head with a brick. 3. 
an unfortunate event O He’s taken some 
knocks during his career. ■ verb 1. to hit 
something O Knock twice before going in. O 
You’ll need a heavy hammer to knock that 
nail in. 2. to criticise O She wrote an article 
knocking the Prime Minister. 3. (of a car en¬ 
gine) to ignite badly in the cylinder and make 
a knocking sound O The car has started to 
knock, so the timing needs adjusting. 
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know 


<S> knock about /,nok o'baut/ verb 1. to 
wander about doing nothing O He spent sev¬ 
eral years knocking about the back streets of 
New Orleans. 2. □ to knock someone about 
to beat someone O He was badly knocked 
about in the fight. □ to knock something 
about to damage something o The cathedral 
was badly knocked about in the bombard¬ 
ment. 3. to be in a place ( informal ) o Can you 
see my hammer knocking about anywhere? 

@ knock back/.nok 'bask/ verb 1. to drink 
a drink quickly O He knocked back his drink 
and ran outside. 2. □ to knock someone 
back a sum to cost someone an amount of 
money O It will knock me back a few hundred 
pounds. 

d> knock down /,nDk 'daun/ verb 1. to 
make something fall down O They are going 
to knock down the old house to build a fac¬ 
tory. 2. to hit O She was knocked down by a 
car. 3. to reduce a price O They knocked the 
price down to £50. 4. to sell something to 
someone at an auction O It was knocked 
down to a German buyer for £250. 
knock-down /'nok daun/ noun a very low 
price 

knocker /'noko/ noun 1. a knob or ring at¬ 
tached to a door which can be hit against it to 
call attention O The bell on the front door 
doesn ’t work, so you have to use the knocker. 

2. a person who is always criticising some¬ 
thing O The letter in the paper should silence 
the government’s knockers. 
knock-kneed /nok 'ni:d/ adj with knees 
that touch each other when walking 

(S> knock off /,nok 'Df/ verb 1. to make 
something fall off by hitting it O The cat 
knocked the glass off the shelf. 2. to stop 
work O The workmen all knocked off at 4.30. 

3. to reduce the price of something by an 
amount O He knocked £1000 off the price of 
the car. 

knock-on effect /'nok Dn i.fekt/ adj ef¬ 
fect which follows on from something O The 
airport strike had a knock-on effect on the 
tourist industry. 

d> knock out /,nok 'aut/ verb 1. to hit 
someone so hard that he is no longer con¬ 
scious O She was knocked out by a blow on 
the head. O The boxer was knocked out in the 
third round. 2. to make someone go to sleep 
O The doctor gave her something which 
knocked her out. 

knockout /'nokaut/ noun (in boxing) the 
action of hitting someone so hard that he 
loses consciousness o He won by a knockout 
(KO) in the third round. 
knockout competition /.nokaut 
pomps'tiJ(o)n/ noun a contest where sev¬ 
eral teams or players compete against one an¬ 
other and each one that loses then leaves the 
competition 


knock up /,nDk 'ap/ verb 1. to wake some¬ 
one up O Can you knock me up early tomor¬ 
row morning? 2. to put something together 
rapidly O She knocked up a dinner for six 
people at half an hour’s notice. O He 
knocked up a garden shed out of old pieces of 
timber. 

knock- up /'nok Ap/ noun (in tennis) a 
practice time before a game when the players 
hit the ball backwards and forwards over the 
net 

(D knot /nDt/ noun 1. the ends of a piece of 
string or rope, etc., twisted and fastened to¬ 
gether O Boy Scouts are supposed to be able 
to tie knots. O Is the knot of my tie straight? □ 
to tie the knot to get married 2. a small 
group O Knots of people stood and watched 
the firemen. 3. a measure of speed used to 
show the speed of a ship or of the wind O The 
ship was doing 22 knots when she hit the 
rocks. O There’s a wind speed of 60 knots. 4. 
a round place on a piece of wood where a 
branch or twig was originally growing O This 
piece of wood is no good - it is full of knots. 
■ verb 1. to tie a knot in something o He 
knotted the end of the rope. 2. □ get knotted! 
go away, don’t bother me (showing annoy¬ 
ance and contempt) o If they ask for money 
again, tell them to get knotted. 
knotted /'nDtid/ adj tied in a knot, con¬ 
fused or tangled up in knots, or made using 
decorative knots 

knotty /'noti/ adj difficult to solve (NOTE: 

knottier - knottiest) 

(D know /nou/ verb 1. to have learned some¬ 
thing, to have information about something O 
Do you know how to start the computer? O 
He didn 7 know she had died. O How was I to 
know she wasn’t his wife? O You knew it 
would be expensive. O Do you know the 
Spanish for ‘one - two - three ’? O His secre¬ 
tary doesn 7 know where he is. 2. to have met 
someone O I know your sister - we were at 
school together. O I used to know a man 
called Jones who worked in your company. □ 
to know someone by sight to know who 
someone is, even though you have never spo¬ 
ken to him or her 3. to have been to a place 
often O I know Paris very well. O She doesn 7 
know Germany at all. 4. to experience O She 
knew years of poverty before she became fa¬ 
mous. O He knows what it is like to be out of 
work. 5. □ you never know perhaps O You 
never know, she may still turn up. □ as far as 
I know all I know is that O As far as I know, 
he left by car at 6 p.m. O Is she in trouble? - 
Not as far as I know. ■ noun □ in the know 
knowing something that most people do not 
know (informal) o Those in the know say 
that’s the best restaurant in town. O Someone 
in the know gave me the tip. 
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know-all /'nau oil/ noun a person who 
claims he knows everything ( informal) 
know-how /'nau hau/ noun knowledge 
about how something is made or is done (in¬ 
formal) 

knowing /'nauip/ adj showing that you 
know about something 
knowingly /'nauigli/ adv 1. deliberately, 
on purpose O He is accused of knowingly 
handling stolen goods. 2. showing that you 
know about something O He glanced know¬ 
ingly in her direction. 

® knowledge /'nDlid 3 / noun 1 . what a 
particular person knows about something O 
To my knowledge, he left the house at 10 p.m. 
O The police have no knowledge of the 
accident. □ to the best of my knowledge as 
far as I know O To the best of my knowledge, 
no one else has seen this document. □ it is 
common knowledge that everyone knows 
that O It is common knowledge that his wife 
wants to emigrate. 2. the general facts or in¬ 
formation that people know O An 
encyclopaedia is supposed to list all human 
knowledge. 

Knowledge /'nDlid 3 / noun the ability to 
remember the road map and street plan of 
London, which taxi drivers are tested on be¬ 
fore getting their licence ( informal) 
knowledgeable /'nDlid3ab(a)l/ adj who 
knows a lot about something. Synonym 
well-informed. Antonym ignorant 


kung fu 

(D known /noun/ adj which is known. Syn¬ 
onym recognised. Antonym unknown □ a 
known quantity something, a fact or a situa¬ 
tion, which you know about O When trading 
with American companies, at least you are 
dealing with a known quantity. 
knuckle /'nAk(a)l/ noun a joint in your fin¬ 
gers. Synonym protuberance □ to rap 
someone over the knuckles to criticise 
someone O He was rapped over the knuckles 
for having overspent his budget. 
knuckle down /,nAk(a)l 'daun/ verb to 
start working hard ( informal) 
knuckle under /,nAk(a)l Ando/ verb to 
give in to someone. Antonym continue 
KO abbr knockout 

kookaburra /'kukabAra/ noun a large 
Australian kingfisher 

Koran /kD'rain/ noun the holy book of 
Islam 

kosher /'kaufa/ adj (of food) prepared ac¬ 
cording to Jewish law 

kowtow /.kau'tau/ verb to do whatever 
someone tells you to do 
kph abbr kilometres per hour 
Kremlin /'kremlin/ noun the Russian gov¬ 
ernment and its building in Moscow 
krypton /'kriptmi/ noun an inert gas found 
in very small quantities in the atmosphere 
kudos /'kjuidDs/ noun glory, fame. Ant¬ 
onym discredit (NOTE: no plural) 
kung fu /,kArj 'fu:/ noun a Chinese style of 
fighting, where you can kick as well as punch 


L 


I 1 /el/, L noun the twelfth letter of the alpha¬ 
bet, between K and M. i> L-plates 
® I 2 abbr litre 

® lab /lseb/ noun same as laboratory ( infor¬ 
mal) 

® label /'leib(3)l/ noun 1. a message at¬ 
tached to something to give information such 
as its price or contents or someone’s name 
and address, etc. O She stuck a label on the 
parcel. O The price on the label is £25.00. □ 
a tie-on label a label with a piece of 
string attached so that it can be tied on 
to an item 2. the name of a recording 
company on a record or CD O The group 
have made their first single on the Virgin la¬ 
bel. ■ verb to put a label on something o All 
the goods are labelled with the correct price. 
(NOTE: labelling - labelled. The US spell¬ 
ing is labeling - labeled.) 

(D laboratory /lo'borot^jri/ noun a place 
where scientific experiments, testing and re¬ 
search are carried out O She’s a chemist 
working in the university laboratories. O All 
our products are tested in our own laborato¬ 
ries. (NOTE: The plural is laboratories.) 
Labor Day /'leibo dei/ noun an American 
and Canadian national holiday celebrated on 
the first Monday in September 
laborious /lo'boirios/ adj 1. involving a lot 
of work O I’m afraid it is a very laborious 
task, moving that pile of sand to the back of 
the house. 2. showing signs of a lot of effort 
O His laborious newspaper articles are diffi¬ 
cult to read. 

laboriously /lo'boiriosli/ adv involving a 
lot of work or effort 

(D labor union /'leibo Junjon/ noun US a 
trade union 

(D labour /'leibo/ noun 1 . hard work o After 
digging the garden, it is good to lie on the 
grass and rest from your labours. □ to 
charge for materials and labour to charge 
for both the materials used in a job and also 
the hours of work involved 2. all workers, the 
workforce O Cheap labour is difficult to find. 
3. the process of childbirth O She went into 
labour at home, and her husband drove her 
to the hospital. O She was in labour for 12 
hours. ■ verb 1. to work very hard O They 
laboured night and day to finish the project 


in time. 2. □ to labour under an impression 
or a delusion to have a wrong impression, to 
assume something which is quite wrong O 
He was labouring under the delusion that air 
fares were cheaper in Europe than in the 
USA. □ to labour the point to discuss some¬ 
thing too long O I don’t want to labour the 
point, but may I raise the question for the 
third time? (NOTE: [all senses] The US 
spelling is labor.) 

labour dispute /'leibo di,spju:t/ noun 
same as industrial dispute 
laboured /'leibod/ adj showing signs of 
too much effort (NOTE: The US spelling is 

labored.) 

labourer /'leiboro/ noun a person who 

does heavy work with his hands (NOTE: The 

US spelling is laborer.) 

labour force /'leibo fo:s/ noun the total 

number of workers employed in a country, an 

industry or an organisation. Synonym 

workforce 

labour-intensive /.leibor in'tensiv/ adj 
involving a high number of employees or 
greater costs for labour than for other areas 
such as materials, machines or design 
labour market /'leibo ,ma:kit/ noun a 
supply of workers ready and available for 
work 

labour movement /'leibo .muivmont/ 
noun organisations whose aims are to im¬ 
prove conditions for workers and get political 
power 

labour-saving /'leibo .seivig/ adj which 
saves you doing hard work (NOTE: The US 
spelling is labor-saving.) 
labrador /'lasbrodo:/ noun a type of large 
dog, usually black or pale brown 
labyrinth /'lsebormB/ noun a system of 
complicated paths, alleys or corridors which 
it is difficult to find your way out of 
lace /leis/ noun 1. a thin strip of leather or 
cord for tying up a shoe or other piece of 
clothing O His laces kept coming undone. O 
She’s too little to be able to do up her laces 
herself. 2. decorative fabric with open pat¬ 
terns of threads like a net O a lace tablecloth 
O Her wedding dress was trimmed with lace. 
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) ■ verb 1. 
to fasten with laces O He laced up his boots. 


lacerate 
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laissez-faire 


2. to add alcohol to a drink O Someone had 
laced her orange juice with gin. 
lacerate /'laesareit/ verb to cut someone’s 
flesh 

laceration /.laeso'reiJXo)!!/ noun a place 
where flesh has been tom. Synonym cut 
lace-ups /'leis Aps/ plural noun shoes 
which are fastened with laces 
(D lack /leek/ noun not having enough of 
something O The children are suffering from 
a lack of food. O The project was cancelled 
because of lack of funds. Synonym short¬ 
age. Antonym surplus (NOTE: no plural) ■ 
verb not to have enough of something o The 
sales staff lack interest. O He doesn’t lack 
style — he puts on his sunglasses the moment 
the sun comes out. 

lackadaisical /,l£eko'deizik(9)l/ adj done 
without any effort or enthusiasm. Synonym 
apathetic. Antonym energetic 
lackey /'laeki/ noun a person who acts like a 
servant. Synonym minion 
(D lacking /'laekig/ adjn lacking in without 
any O She’s completely lacking in business 
sense. 

lacklustre /'keklASto/ adj dull, not brilliant 
(NOTE: The US spelling is lackluster.) 
laconic /lo'kDmk/ adj using only a few 
words. Synonym terse 
laconically /lo'konikli/ adv using only a 
few words 

lacquer /'laeko/ noun 1 . a type of hard shiny 
varnish or paint, often used on wood or metal 
O The coating of lacquer on the chest had be¬ 
gun to crack. 2. a spray for keeping hair in 
place (dated) O Cover your eyes if you ’re us¬ 
ing hair lacquer anywhere near your face. ■ 
verb to coat with lacquer o It took a long 
time to lacquer the whole wardrobe. 
lactose /'laektous/ noun a sugar contained 
in milk 

lacy /'leisi/ adj made of a network of fine 
fibres like lace (NOTE: lacier - laciest) 

(D lad /laed/ noun a boy or young man □ the 
lads a young man’s friends O I’m meeting the 
lads at the pub. □ he’s a bit of a lad he likes 
wild parties and drinking, etc. 

(D ladder /'laedo/ noun 1 . a device made of 
horizontal bars between two uprights, used 
for climbing O The ladder was leaning 
against the wall. O He was climbing up a 
ladder. O She got down off the ladder. 2. a 
series of little holes in stockings or tights, 
when a stitch has come undone O Bother, I 
can’t wear these tights because they’ve got a 
ladder. (NOTE: The US term is run.) ■ verb 
(of stockings) to get a ladder o I laddered my 
stocking on the nail. 

laddie /'laedi/ noun (in the North of Eng¬ 
land & Scotland) a boy or young man (infor¬ 
mal). Compare lassie 


laden /'leid(o)n/ adj □ laden with contain¬ 
ing a cargo, carrying something heavy O She 
was laden with shopping bags. □ heavily 
laden with carrying a heavy load of O The 
ship was heavily laden with coal. 
ladle /'leid(o)l/ noun a large deep spoon for 
serving liquid foods such as soup O The cook 
stood by the soup bowl, with her ladle in her 
hand. ■ verb □ to ladle out to serve with a 
ladle O She ladled the soup out into bowls. 

® lady /'leidi/ noun 1. a polite way of refer¬ 
ring to a woman O There are two ladies wait¬ 
ing to see you. 2. a name given to a female 
worker O The lollipop lady will see you 
across the road. 3. the title given to a 
woman, either the wife of a lord or knight, or 
because she is a peer in her own right (NOTE: 
As a title Lady is followed by the family 
name: Lord and Lady Forbes; Sir Peter 
and Lady Ross.) 

COMMENT: The wives of knights, barons, 
earls and viscounts are addressed as ‘Lady’ 
followed by the family name, 
ladybird /'leidib3rd/ noun a type of small 
beetle, usually red with black spots (NOTE: 
The US term is ladybug.) 
lady killer /'leidikilo/ noun a man who is 
attractive to women (informal) 
ladylike /'leidilaik/ adj (of behaviour of 
women) elegant, refined 
lag /laeg/ noun an interval of time between 
two linked happenings O There’s often a long 
time lag between setting up in business and 
seeing any results, i) jet lag ■ verb 1 . to be 
behind, to fall behind O She was lagging 10m 
behind the leaders. 2. to cover water pipes to 
prevent them losing heat or freezing O Make 
sure your pipes are lagged before the winter. 
(NOTE: lagging - lagged) 

(D lager /'largo/ noun 1. a type of light beer 
O He came to the bar and ordered six pints of 
lager. 2. a glass of this beer O He came to the 
bar and ordered six lagers. 
lager lout /'largo laut/ noun a young per¬ 
son who drinks a lot of beer and behaves 
badly (informal insult) 

lagoon /lo'gurn/ noun a shallow part of the 
sea in the tropics, surrounded by reefs 
(D laid /leid/i) lay 

laid-back /,leid 'bask/ adj relaxed, not in a 
hurry (informal) 

(D laid up /,leid '\pl adj unable to work be¬ 
cause of illness. Synonym unwell. Antonym 
well 

® lain /lein/i) lie 

lair /leo/ noun a place where a wild animal 
sleeps (informal) 

laissez-faire /.leisei 'feo/ French noun a 
political theory where a government does 
nothing to control the economy O Laissez- 


lake 

faire policies resulted in increased economic 
activity, but contributed to a rise in imports. 
(D lake /leik/ noun an area of fresh water 
surrounded by land O Let’s take a boat out on 
the lake. O We can sail across the lake. O The 
hotel stands on the shores of Lake 
Windermere. Synonym pond 
lama /'laimo/ noun a Buddhist priest, espe¬ 
cially in Tibet. Synonym monk (NOTE: Do 
not confuse the spelling with llama.) 

(D lamb /laem/ noun 1. a young sheep o In 
spring, the fields are full of sheep and their 
tiny lambs. 2. meat from a lamb or sheep O a 
leg of lamb O roast lamb and mint sauce 
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 3. a dear 
child or person O She ’s such a lamb! 
lam bast tem'basst/ verb to be very criti¬ 
cal of someone or something 
lambing /temir)/ noun the process of giv¬ 
ing birth to lambs 

lambs wool /'laemzwul/ noun a very soft 
wool, from a young sheep (NOTE: no plural) 
lame /leim/ adj 1 . not able to walk properly 
O He is lame in his left leg. 2. weak or unsat¬ 
isfactory O He produced a very lame excuse 
for not coming to the meeting. (NOTE: lamer 
- lamest) ■ verb to injure someone so that 
he or she cannot walk properly 
lame duck /,leim 'dAk/ noun someone or 
something that is regarded as weak an 
unsuccessful 

lame-duck /.leim 'dAk/ adj regarded as 
weak and unsuccessful □ lame-duck com¬ 
pany a company which is in financial diffi¬ 
culties O The government has promised a 
rescue package for lame-duck companies. □ 
lame-duck president a president in the last 
part of his term of office who camiot stand 
for re-election and so lacks political support 
O No foreign policy decisions will be made 
because of the lame-duck presidency. (NOTE: 
only used before a noun) 
lamely /'leimli/ adv weakly 
lameness /'leimnos/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing lame 

lament /lo'ment/ noun 1 . a sad song or mu¬ 
sic O A lone piper played a lament at the fu¬ 
neral. 2. an expression of sadness o His 
lament at the demolition of the old church. ■ 
verb to be very sad about o We are still la¬ 
menting the closure of our local post office. 
Synonym mourn 

lamentable /temont3b(3)l/ adj very bad 
lamentably /temontobli/ adv very badly 
lamented /lo'mentid/ adj missed because 
it has gone 

laminate verb /temineit/ 1. to cover 
something with a thin protective sheet 2. to 
bond layers together ■ noun /teminot/ a 
hard material made up of bonded layers ■ adj 
made from layers 


landing 

laminated /temineitid/ adj covered with 
a layer, or with several layers glued together 
to form a thick surface 

d> lamp temp/ noun a device which makes 
light O The campsite is lit by large electric 
lamps. 

lamplight /'laemplait/ noun the light from 
a lamp 

lampoon tem'puin/ noun an attack in 
writing or verse that is supposed to be funny 

■ verb to use humour as a way of attacking 
somebody or something in a piece of writing 
lamppost /'laemp.poust/ noun a tall post 
by the side of a road, holding a lamp 

(D lampshade /tempjeid/ noun a cover 
put over a lamp 
LAN abbr local area network 
lance /lams/ noun a long pointed stick car¬ 
ried by a knight in armour. Synonym spear 

■ verb to make a cut in a boil or abscess to 
remove the pus O The doctor decided to 
lance the abscess. 

CD land tend/ noun 1. earth, as opposed to 
water O They were glad to be back, on (dry) 
land again after two weeks at sea. (NOTE: no 
plural) 2. a piece of ground o She owns some 
land in the north of the country. O We bought 
a piece of land to build a house. i> farmland 
(NOTE: no plural) 3. a country o People from 
many lands visited the exhibition. O He wants 
to see his native land again before he is too 
old to travel. ■ verb 1. to arrive on the 
ground, or on another surface O The flight 
from Amsterdam has landed. O We will be 
landing at London Airport in five minutes. O 
The ducks tried to land on the ice. □ to land 
on one’s feet to be successful ( informal ) o 
After being made redundant he joined the po¬ 
lice force and has really landed on his feet. 2. 
to be successful in hitting someone O He 
landed several punches on his opponent’s 
head. 3. to put goods or passengers on to land 
after a voyage by sea or by air O The ship 
was landing goods at the port. O We landed 
several passengers at Heathrow Airport. 4. 
to catch a big fish O We landed three salmon. 
5. to manage to get something O He landed a 
contract with a Chinese company. 
landed /tendid/ adj owning land 
landfill /tendfil/ noun a way of disposing 
of rubbish by putting it into holes in the 
ground and covering it with earth 
landfill site /tendfil salt/ noun an area of 
land where people’s rubbish is put into holes 
in the ground and covered with earth 
landing /tendirj/ noun 1. ( especially of 
aircraft) arriving on the ground or on a sur¬ 
face O The plane made a smooth landing. O 
Strong winds meant that landing on the air¬ 
craft carrier was difficult, i) crash-landing 
2. a flat place at the top of stairs O She was 
waiting for me on the landing. 
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landing stage 

landing stage /'laendig steid 3 / noun a 
platform where passengers can get on or 
leave a boat. Synonym jetty 
landing strip /'kendig strip/ noun a 
rough place for planes to land 
(D landlady /'kendleidi/ noun 1. a woman 
from whom you rent somewhere to live O 
You must pay your rent to the landlady every 
month. 2. a woman who is in charge of a ho¬ 
tel or pub O The landlady sat behind the bar. 
(NOTE: The plural is landladies.) 
landline /'laen(d),lain/ noun 1. a telecom¬ 
munications line on land 2. a telephone 
which is not a mobile phone 
landlocked /'kendk)kt/ adj more or less 
surrounded by land. Antonym coastal 
(D landlord /'kendloid/ noun 1. a man or 
company from whom you rent property such 
as a house, room or office O Tell the landlord 
if your roof leaks. O The landlord refused to 
make any repairs to the roof. 2. the man who 
is in charge of a hotel or pub O There’s a new 
landlord at the ‘Half Moon'. 
landmark /'kendmaik/ noun 1. a building 
or large object on land which you can see 
easily O The Statue of Liberty is a famous 
New York landmark. 2. an outstanding or im¬ 
portant event O The day when power was 
handed over to China was a landmark in the 
history of Hong Kong. 

landmass /'kendmaes/ noun a large area 
of land. Synonym continent (NOTE: The 
plural is landmasses.) 
landmine /'kendmain/ noun a small bomb 
hidden under the surface of the soil, which 
explodes if disturbed 

landowner /'laendouno/ noun a person 
who owns land, and may rent it out. Ant¬ 
onym tenant 

(D landscape /'kendskeip/ noun 1. scen¬ 
ery, the appearance of the countryside O The 
beautiful landscape of the West Country. 2. a 
painting of a country scene O He collects 
18th century English landscapes. ■ verb to 
improve the appearance of a garden by mak¬ 
ing artificial lakes, planting trees, etc. O He 
spent years landscaping his garden. Syn¬ 
onym design 

landslide /'kendslaid/ noun 1. a sudden 
fall of large amounts of soil and rocks down 
the side of a mountain O Landslides have 
blocked several roads through the moun¬ 
tains. 2. an large majority obtained in an 
election O The Socialists won in a landslide 
or won a landslide victory. 

(D land up /.lamd 'Ap/ verb to end in a 
place ( informal ) 

(D lane /lein/ noun 1 . a narrow road, often in 
the country O A lane with hedges on both 
sides. 2. a way for traffic going in a particular 
direction or at a certain speed O Motorways 
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usually have three lanes on either side. O 
One lane of the motorway has been closed 
for repairs. 3. a way for one runner in a race 
O She is coming up fast on the inside lane. 

(J) language /'keggwid 3 / noun a way of 
speaking or writing used in a country or by a 
group of people O His first language is Ger¬ 
man O Chinese is a very difficult language to 
learn, but it is the language spoken by most 
people in the world. O We go to English lan¬ 
guage classes twice a week. O I don 7 like 
travelling in places where I don 7 know the 
language. 

language laboratory /'keggwid 3 lo- 
^orotCojri/ noun a room with tape recorders 
and monitors where students listen to lessons 
in foreign languages in order to practise their 
language skills 

languid /'keggwid/ adj moving slowly, 
without any energy. Antonym vigorous 
languish /'keggwij'/ verb to become 
weaker or more ill, to be in a bad situation 
languor /'keggo/ noun a pleasant lack of 
energy 

lank /laegk/ adj (of hair) straight and untidy, 
and possibly dirty. Synonym limp 
lanky /'kegki/ adj tall, thin and awkward. 
Synonym gangling. Antonym rotund 
(NOTE: lankier - lankiest) 
lantern /'kenton/ noun an oil or gas lamp 
which can be carried in the hand 
lap /laep/ noun 1. your body from your waist 
to your knees, when you are sitting O She lis¬ 
tened to the story, sitting in her father’s lap. 
2. a circuit, one turn round a racetrack O He’s 
finished lap 23 - only two laps to go! 3. a 
part of a long journey O The last lap of the 
tour was from Bangkok to Singapore. 4. □ 
it’s in the lap of the gods no one knows 
what will happen O I can 7 predict the result 
of the election - it’s all in the lap of the gods. 
□ in the lap of luxury in great luxury O They 
live in the lap of luxury. ■ verb 1 . (of ani¬ 
mals) to drink with the tongue o The dog 
lapped the water in the pond. 2. (of waves) to 
wash against something O Little waves 
lapped against the side of the quay. O The 
water was lapping round his ankles. 3. to go 
so fast that you are one whole lap ahead of 
another competitor in a race O The winner 
had lapped three other runners. (NOTE: lap¬ 
ping - lapped) 

lapel /lo'pel/ noun one of the two parts of a 
coat or jacket which are folded back, just 
above the top button that fastens it 
lapse /keps/ noun 1. an interval of time, es¬ 
pecially when something does not take place 
O There is a lapse of two seconds between 
touching the switch and the screen lighting 
up. O They have started work on the motor¬ 
way again after a considerable lapse of time. 
2. a failure of something to work properly O / 


lapsed 

must have had a lapse of memory. ■ verb 1. 
to stop O All rubbish collections lapsed dur¬ 
ing the strike. 2. to stop being valid O My 
parking permit has lapsed, I must get it re¬ 
newed. 3. □ to lapse into something to fall 
into a worse state than before O The country 
lapsed into anarchy when the president was 
assassinated. O After the brain operation, 
she lapsed into a coma from which she never 
recovered. 

lapsed /laepst/ adj □ a lapsed Catholic a 
person who was baptised a Catholic, but no 
longer practises their religion 
(3) laptop /'keptop/ noun a small computer 
which can be held on your knees 
(D lap up /,laep 'Ap/ verb 1. (of animals) to 
drink greedily with the tongue O The cat was 
lapping up the milk. 2. to accept something 
enthusiastically O She told him how good his 
book was, and he just sat there lapping it up. 
larch /la:tj/ noun a tree which has cones, 
but which loses its leaves in winter (NOTE: 
The plural is larches.) 
lard /laid/ noun pork fat used in cooking 
larder /'laids/ noun a cool room or cup¬ 
board for storing food. Synonym pantry 
® large /la:d 3 / adj 1. big O She ordered a 
large cup of coffee. O Our house has one 
large bedroom and two very small ones. O 
How large is your garden? O Why has she 
got an office which is larger than mine? 2. □ 
by and large generally speaking O By and 
large, it is cheaper living in Madrid than in 
London. O at large 1 . illegally out of prison 
2. in general 

large intestine /la:d 3 in'testin/ noun the 
second section of the intestines, leading 
down to the rectum 

(D largely /'la:d 3 li/ adv mainly, mostly o 
The strange weather is largely due to El 
Nino. O His farm is largely grazing land. 
Antonym particularly 
® large-scale /'laid 3 skeil/ adj involving 
large numbers of people or large amounts of 
money. Antonym small-scale 
largesse /la:'d 3 es/ noun the generous giv¬ 
ing of money 

lark /laik/ noun 1. a bird which sings and 
flies high in the sky O Larks were singing 
high up above the fields. □ to get up with the 
lark to get up very early in the morning 2. 
amusing and daring behaviour O We all 
jumped into the fountains at Trafalgar 
Square - what a lark! ■ verb □ to lark about 
to play around noisily like children (infor¬ 
mal) O The students were larking about in 
the snow. 

larva /'larva/ noun the early stage of devel¬ 
opment of an insect, like a fat worm and dif¬ 
ferent in form from the adult (NOTE: The 
plural is larvae /'laivi:/.) 


last 

larval /'laiv(o)l/ adj referring to larvae 
laryngitis /,laerin'd 3 aitis/ noun an inflam¬ 
mation of the larynx 

larynx /'laerirjks/ noun the upper part of the 
windpipe, where sounds are made. Also 
called voice box (NOTE: The plural is lar¬ 
ynxes.) 

lasagne /lo'zamjo/ noun a type of flat 
pasta, served cooked with meat or vegetable 
sauce 

lascivious /lo'sivios/ adj full of sexual 
desire 

laser /'leizo/ noun an instrument which 
produces a highly concentrated beam of light 
laser printer /'leizo .prints/ noun an of¬ 
fice printing machine which prints using a la¬ 
ser beam 

laser surgery /'leizo ,s3:d3ori/ noun sur¬ 
gery using lasers, such as the removal of tu¬ 
mours, etc. 

lash /laeJV verb 1. to beat something with a 
whip O She lashed at the horse to make it go 
faster. 2. to beat against something, as if with 
a whip O The rain was lashing against the 
windows. 3. to fasten or tie down tightly with 
rope O Containers carried on the deck of a 
ship must be securely lashed down. ■ noun 
1. a stroke with a whip O He was sentenced 
to six lashes. 2. the part of a whip that bends 
easily O He hit the horse with the tip of his 
lash. 3. an eyelash O She has lovely long 
lashes. (NOTE: The plural is lashes.) 
lashings /'laejigz/ noun a lot ( dated infor¬ 
mal) 

lash out /,laej 'aut/ verb □ to lash out at to 
try to hit O He lashed out at the policeman. 
lass /lass/ noun (in the North of England & 
Scotland) a girl or young woman. Antonym 
lad (NOTE: The plural is lasses.) 
lassie /'laesi/ noun (in the North of England 
& Scotland) a girl or young woman (infor¬ 
mal). Compare laddie 

lassitude /'laesitju:d/ noun a feeling of 
being very tired, where you do not want to do 
anything. Antonym liveliness 
lasso /lo'su:/ noun a rope with a loop at the 
end for catching animals such as cattle or 
horses O She caught the horse with a lasso. 
Synonym noose (NOTE: The plural is las¬ 
soes.) ■ verb to catch an animal with a lasso 
O He lassoed the horse. (NOTE: lassoes - 
lassoing - lassoed) 

(D last /laist/ adj 1. which comes at the end 
of a list, line or period of time O The post of¬ 
fice is the last building on the right. O The in¬ 
voice must be paid by the last day of the 
month. □ at last, at long last in the end, after 
a long time □ she’s the last person I would 
want to take to a chic restaurant I would 
never go to a chic restaurant with her □ last 
thing at night at the very end of the day O 


475 


last-ditch 

We always have a drink of hot milk last thing 
at night. □ last but not least the last in a list, 
but by no means the least important O Last 
but not least, mother topped the cake with 
chocolate icing. 2. most recent O She’s been 
ill for the last ten days. O The last three 
books I read were rubbish. □ last but one the 
one before the last one O My last car but one 
was a Rolls Royce. 3. □ last night the eve¬ 
ning and night of yesterday O We had dinner 
together last night. □ last Tuesday the Tues¬ 
day before today O I saw her last Tuesday. O 
Have you still got last Tuesday’s newspaper? 

□ last week the week before this one o The 
fair was in town last week-you’ve missed it! 

□ last month the month before this one O 
Last month it rained almost every day. □ last 
year the year before this one O Where did 
you go on holiday last year? ■ noun 1. the 
thing or person coming at the end O She was 
the last to arrive. □ that’s the last of the ap¬ 
ples we have finished the apples 2. final 
words O That’s not the last they’ve heard 
from me. 3. □ before last the one before the 
most recent □ the Tuesday before last two 
Tuesdays ago □ the week before last two 
weeks ago □ the year before last two years 
ago O He changed his car the year before 
last. ■ adv 1. at the end o She came last in 
the competition. O Out of a queue of twenty 
people, I was served last. 2. most recently O 
When did you see her last? O She was look¬ 
ing ill when I saw her last or when I last saw 
her. ■ verb to continue for some time o The 
fine weather won’t last. O Our holidays never 
seem to last very long. O The storm lasted all 
night. O The meeting lasted for three hours. 
Synonym carry on 

last-ditch /.laist 'ditJV adj final, last be¬ 
fore something unpleasant happens 
last gasp /,la:st 'gaisp/ a final action, 
which marks the end of something 
lasting /'laistig/ adj which lasts for a long 
time. Synonym permanent. Antonym 
temporary 

lastly /'laistli/ adv at the end. Synonym fi¬ 
nally. Antonym firstly 
@ last-minute /,la:st 'minit/ adj very late. 
Antonym prompt 

last name /'laist neim/ noun a person’s 
surname 

last night /.laist 'nait/ noun on the previ¬ 
ous day after dark 

last orders /laist 'oidaz/ plural noun, 
interj the final opportunity to buy drinks be¬ 
fore a pub or bar closes 
last post /laist 'poust/ noun 1. the last 
collection of mail from a letterbox O The last 
post goes at 5.30. 2. a bugle call played at 
military funerals, and at Remembrance Day 
ceremonies O A lone bugler played the last 


latest 

post as the general was buried. (NOTE: The 
US term is taps.) 

last rites /laist 'raits/ plural noun a reli¬ 
gious service for someone who is dying 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with right.) 
last straw /laist 'stroi/ noun the final 
problem which makes everything seem 
hopeless 

last word /laist 'w3id/ noun the very lat¬ 
est fashion 

latch /lcetj*/ noun the fastening for a door 
consisting of a small bar which fits into a 
catch O The burglars pushed on the door and 
broke the latch. Synonym fastener □ the 
door is on the latch the door is held shut by 
a latch but is not locked O Leave the door on 
the latch - I’ll be back in a minute. ■ verb 1 . 
to close with a latch O It’s not enough just to 
latch the door, it must be locked at night. 2 . □ 
to latch on to something to understand 
something or to take up something ( informal) 
O Children latch on to their parents’ bad 
habits very quickly. O The reporters quickly 
latched on to the fact that the Prime Minister 
did not applaud the Chancellor’s speech. 

(D late /leit/ adj 1 . after the usual time; after 
the time when it was expected O The plane is 
thirty minutes late. O It’s too late to change 
your ticket. O Hurry or you ’ll be late for the 
show. O We apologise for the late arrival of 
the plane from Amsterdam. 2. at the end of a 
period of time O The traffic was bad in the 
late afternoon. O He moved to London in the 
late 1980s. 3. towards the end of the day O 
It’s late - I’m going to bed. 4. dead O His 
late father was a director of the company. O 
The late president was working on his mem¬ 
oirs when he died. (NOTE: only used before 
a noun in this meaning) 
latecomer /'leitkAma/ noun a person who 
arrives late. Synonym straggler 
lately /'leitli/ adv during recent days or 
weeks. Synonym recently 
late-night /'leit nait/ adj happening late at 
night 

latent /'leit(9)nt/ adj present but not yet de¬ 
veloped; hidden 

later /'lefts/ adv at a time after the present; 
after a time which has been mentioned O The 
family came to live in England and she was 
born a month later. O Can we meet later this 
evening? □ see you later! I hope to see you 
again later today □ later (on) afterwards, at a 
later time O I’ll do it later on. O We were 
only told later that she was very ill. 
lateral /'l£et(o)r9l/ adj referring to the side 
lateral thinking / l laet(o)r9l 'Oigkig/ noun 
a way of thinking about problems by looking 
at them from an unusual point of view 
latest /'leftist/ adj the most recent (infor¬ 
mal) O Have you seen his latest film? O He 
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always drives the latest model car. O The lat¬ 
est snow reports are published each day in 
the papers. ■ noun □ the latest the most re¬ 
cent news ( informal) o Have you heard the 
latest about Gina? □ at the latest no later 
than O I’ll ring back before 7 o’clock at the 
latest. 

latex /'leiteks/ noun 1. the milky juice from 
a rubber tree O The raw latex is collected and 
then heated to make rubber. 2. a soft plastic 
O The stair carpet is backed with foam latex. 
lather /'la:do/ noun 1. a mass of soap bub¬ 
bles O The barber covered my chin with 
lather. 2. ( especially on horses) a sweat like 
froth □ to get in(to) a lather to get upset or 
flustered O He got into a terrible lather about 
the letter. ■ verb 1. to form a mass of bub¬ 
bles O Hard water makes it difficult for soap 
to lather. 2. to cover with bubbles O The bar¬ 
ber was just lathering my chin when the po¬ 
lice rushed in. 

Latin /'laetin/ noun the language spoken by 
the ancient Romans O We learnt Latin at 
school. O The inscription on the tomb is in 
Latin. ■ adj 1. referring to the language of 
ancient Rome O He was reading a book of 
Latin poetry. 2. referring to Italy, Spain, Por¬ 
tugal and South America O They always go 
to one of the Latin countries on holiday. 
latitude /'laetitjuid/ noun 1. a position on 
the earth’s surface measured in degrees north 
or south of the equator O Pine trees grow in 
temperate latitudes, t longitude 2. freedom 
to do what you want to do O The manage¬ 
ment allows the heads of department consid¬ 
erable latitude in selecting staff. 
latte /'laetei/ noun a coffee made with hot 
milk 

(D latter /'laeto/ adj coming at the end of a 
list O I’m busy on Monday and Tuesday, but 
I’ll be free during the latter part of the week. 
Antonym former ■ noun □ the latter the 
second person or thing mentioned of two 
people or things O Which do you prefer, ap¬ 
ples or pears? -1 prefer the latter. 
latter-day /'laeto dei/ adj of the present 
time. Synonym modern. Antonym former 
latterly /'laetoli/ adv recently 
lattice /'laetis/ noun a pattern of crossing 
diagonal lines such as pieces of wood in a 
fence 

d) laugh /la:f/ noun 1. a sound you make 
when you think something is funny O He’s 
got a lovely deep laugh. O ‘That’s right, ’ she 
said with a laugh. □ to do something for a 
laugh to do something as a joke or for fun O 
Don’t be angry - they only did it for a laugh. 
2. □ to have the last laugh to be successful 
in the end, after people have laughed at you 
earlier on O Everyone told him a clockwork 
radio wouldn’t work, but he had the last 
laugh when it sold in millions. ■ verb 1. to 
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make a sound to show you think something is 
funny O He was very good last night - he had 
everyone laughing at his jokes. O She fell off 
the ladder and everyone laughed. □ to laugh 
like a drain to laugh a lot O He laughed like 
a drain when he was told the story. i> sleeve 
2. □ to laugh at someone or something to 
make fun of someone or something O Don’t 
laugh at her because she’s so fat. O You 
mustn’t laugh at his hat - he’s very proud of 
it. 

laughable /'la:fob(9)l/ adj which can only 
be laughed at. Antonym impressive 
laughing stock /'laifir) stok/ noun a per¬ 
son who is laughed at by everyone 
laughter /'laifto/ noun the sound or act of 
laughing O The clowns’ appearance in the 
ring was greeted by laughter. O As soon as 
he opened his mouth, the audience burst into 
laughter. Synonym happiness. Antonym 
sadness (NOTE: no plural) 

(D launch /lornt J7 noun 1. the act of starting 
off a boat, a rocket, a new product, etc. O The 
launch of the new car went off successfully. O 
The rocket launch has been delayed by two 
weeks. 2. a type of small motor boat O He 
took the launch out on the lake. (NOTE: The 
plural is launches.) ■ verb 1. to put a boat 
into the water, especially for the first time 
and with a lot of ceremony O The Queen 
launched the new ship. 2. to send a rocket 
into the air O The spacecraft was launched 
from Cape Kennedy. 3. to put a new product 
on the market O They are launching their 
new car at the motor show. 4. to give some¬ 
thing or someone a start 5. to begin O The en¬ 
emy launched an attack on our headquarters. 
launching /'lointj’ir)/ noun the act of start¬ 
ing off a boat, a rocket, a new product, etc. 
launching pad /'bintjir) paed/ noun an 
area from which a rocket is launched 
launder /'binds/ verb 1 . to wash clothes or 
bedclothes O He asked to have two shirts 
laundered. 2. to pass money from crime or 
drugs, or money which has not been taxed 
into the normal banking system in such a way 
that it is not possible to find out where it 
came from O The money was laundered 
through an offshore account. 
launderette /.binds'ret/ noun a shop with 
washing machines which anyone can pay to 
use (NOTE: The US term is laundromat.) 
d> laundry /'bindri/ noun 1. a place where 
clothes and linens are washed O The hotel’s 
sheets and towels are sent to the laundry ev¬ 
ery day. (NOTE: The plural is laundries.) 2. 
dirty clothes to be sent for washing o Please 
put any laundry into the bag provided. 
(NOTE: no plural) 

laundry bag /'bindri bseg/ noun a special 
bag in a hotel room, into which you can put 
dirty clothes to be taken to be washed 


laundry basket 

laundry basket /'bindri ,ba:skit/ noun a 
large basket in which you put dirty clothes or 
linen waiting to be washed 
laurel /'bral/ noun a large bush with 
smooth shiny evergreen leaves □ to rest on 
your laurels to enjoy your past success, 
without trying to do any more O They’ve 
done very well so far but they can’t afford to 
rest on their laurels because their rivals will 
catch up with them. 
lav /laev/ noun a lavatory ( informal) 
lava /'laivo/ noun the hot liquid rock flow¬ 
ing from a volcano which becomes solid 
when it cools 

lavatory /'lasvotri/ noun 1. a small room 
for getting rid of waste matter or water from 
the body O The gents ’ lavatory is to the right. 
O The lavatories are situated at the rear of 
the plane. 2. a bowl with a seat and water 
flushing system, for getting rid of waste mat¬ 
ter from the body O The drink was so awful 
that I poured it down the lavatory. (NOTE: 
The plural is lavatories.) 
lavender /'lasvindo/ noun 1. a shrub with 
small lilac-coloured flowers and narrow 
leaves, grown for perfume O My grand¬ 
mother puts bags fdled with dried lavender 
flowers in her wardrobe to make her clothes 
smell nice. 2. a bluish-purple colour O The 
bedroom walls have been painted a soothing 
shade of lavender. 

lavish /'keviJV adj 1. very generous O He 
bought all the children lavish presents. 2. 
larger than necessary O Grandmother always 
gives us lavish portions. ■ verb □ to lavish 
something on someone to give lots of some¬ 
thing to someone O He lavished presents on 
his grandchildren. O She lavishes a lot of 
care on her collection of orchids. 
lavishly /'laevijli/ adv in a lavish way 
(D law /b:/ noun 1. □ the law the set of rules 
by which a country is governed O Everyone 
is supposed to obey the law. □ within the 
law obeying the laws of a country □ against 
the law not according to the laws of a coun¬ 
try O It is against the law to drive at night 
without lights. □ to break the law to do 
something which is not allowed by law O He 
is breaking the law by selling cigarettes to 
children. 2. one single part of the rules gov¬ 
erning a country, usually in the form of an act 
of parliament O Parliament has passed a law 
against the ownership of guns. □ to be a law 
unto yourself to do exactly what you want 3. 
all the laws of a country taken together □ 
maritime law, the law of the sea laws refer¬ 
ring to ships and ports 4. □ the law the police 
and the courts ( informal ) o The law will 
catch up with him in the end. 5. a general sci¬ 
entific rule or controlling force O Einstein’s 
Law of Relativity O The law of gravity can be 
demonstrated by showing how an apple falls 


lay 

to the ground and not up into the air. □ the 
law of supply and demand a general rule 
that the amount of a product which is avail¬ 
able is related to what possible customers 
need 

law-abiding /'lo: o.baidir}/ adj who obeys 
the law. Synonym honest 
law and order /,b: and bids/ noun a sit¬ 
uation where the laws of the country are 
obeyed by most people 
law-breaking /'b: .breikir)/ noun the act 
of doing something which is against the law 
lawcourt /'bikoit/ noun a court where 
cases are heard by a judge and jury, or by a 
magistrate 

law enforcement /'lo: in.foismont/ 
noun the process of making sure that people 
obey the law 

lawful /'b:f(a)l/ adj acting within the law. 
Antonym unlawful 

lawfully /'bifoli/ adv in a lawful way 
lawless /'bibs/ adj not controlled by the 
law or by the police. Synonym unruly. Ant¬ 
onym law-abiding 

lawlessness /'bibsnos/ noun being law¬ 
less. Synonym anarchy 
law-making /'lo: .meikir)/ noun the pro¬ 
cess of making laws 

lawman /'bimasn/ noun US a policeman, a 
sheriff (NOTE: The plural is lawmen.) 
lawn /loin/ noun a part of a garden covered 
with short grass 

lawn mower /'binmouo/ noun a machine 
for cutting grass 

lawsuit /'bisuit/ noun a case brought to a 
court □ to bring a lawsuit against someone 
to tell someone to appear in court because 
you think they have acted wrongly towards 
you O The parents of the victims brought a 
lawsuit against the tour company. 

® lawyer /'loijo/ noun a person who has 
studied law and can advise you on legal mat¬ 
ters O If you are arrested you have the right 
to speak to your lawyer. 
lax flasks/ adj not strict (NOTE: laxer - 
laxest) 

laxative /'lasksotiv/ noun medicine which 
causes a bowel movement O The doctor pre¬ 
scribed a laxative to help his constipation. ■ 
adj which causes a bowel movement o The 
laxative properties of fresh fruit are well 
known. 

® lay flei/ verb 1. to put something down 
flat O He laid the papers on the table. O A 
new carpet has been laid in the dining room. 
□ to lay claim to something to claim that 
something is yours 2. □ to lay the table to 
put knives, forks and spoons on the table 
ready for a meal O The table is laid for four 
people. 3. ( of birds, turtles, etc.) to produce 
an egg O The hens laid three eggs. 4. i) lie 
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layabout 

(NOTE: laying - laid) ■ adj not trained for a 
profession or to be a member of a religious 
order O Lay people often cannot understand 
doctors’ language. O Lay member's of the 
church helped the priest to organise the 
Christmas party. £> layman 
layabout /'leiobaut/ noun a person who 
doesn’t work ( informal insult) 
layby /'leibai/ noun a place at the side of a 
road where vehicles can park 
(D layer /'leio/ noun a flat, usually horizon¬ 
tal, thickness of something O She put a layer 
of chocolate on the cake, then one of cream, i) 
bricklayer. Synonym level ■ verb to make a 
new plant by attaching a shoot to the ground 
so that it makes roots O Now it the time to 
layer some shrubs. 
layered /'leiod/ adj made in layers 
layman /'leimon/ noun a person who does 
not belong to a particular profession, who is 
not an expert in something (NOTE: The plural 
is laymen) 

lay off /,lei 'Df/ verb 1 . to dismiss employ¬ 
ees for a time, until more work is available O 
The factory has had to lay off half its 
workforce because of a temporary lack of or¬ 
ders. 2. to stop doing or using something O 
You should lay off bread and potatoes if you 
want to reduce weight. 

lay-off /'lei Df/ noun the action of dismiss¬ 
ing an employee for a time 
lay on /,lei 'on/ verb to provide 
lay out /,lei 'aut/ verb 1 . to put out in an or¬ 
ganised way O The plans were laid out on the 
table. O They laid out the children ’s presents 
under the Christmas tree. 2. to design a plan 
for a garden, a book, etc. O The grounds of 
the hotel are laid out with trees and flower¬ 
beds. 3. to spend O She laid out thousands of 
pounds on her wedding dress. 
layout /'leiaut/ noun a design, especially of 
a garden, a book, etc. 

laze /leiz/ verb to relax, to do nothing or 
very little 

lazily /'leizili/ adv in a lazy way 
laziness /'leizinos/ noun the state of being 
lazy 

<D lazy /'leizi/ adj not wanting to do any 
work O She’s just lazy - that’s why the work 
never gets done on time. O He is so lazy he 
does not even bother to open his mail. Syn¬ 
onym indolent. Antonym energetic (NOTE: 
lazier - laziest) 

<S> lb abbr pounds o It weighs 26lb. O Take 
6lb of sugar. 

LCD /,el sii 'di:/ noun a screen used in 
many watches, calculators and other small 
pieces of digital equipment. Full form liquid 
crystal display 

(D lead noun 1 . /led/ a very heavy soft metal 
O Tie a piece of lead to your fishing line to 


leading article 

make it sink. 2. /led/ a black part in the mid¬ 
dle of a pencil O If your lead’s broken then 
you need to sharpen the pencil. 3. /li:d/ an 
electric wire which joins a machine to the 
electricity supply O The lead is too short to 
go across the room. 4. /li:d/ first place in a 
race O He went into the lead or he took the 
lead. O Who’s in the lead at the halfway 
mark? O She has a lead of 20m over her 
nearest rival. 5. /li:d/ a string or thin piece of 
leather to hold a dog O All dogs must be kept 
on a lead in the park. 6. /li:d/ a main part in a 
play, opera or ballet O The understudy had to 
take over last night when the male lead fell 
and broke his arm. 7. /li:d/ a piece of infor¬ 
mation which may solve a crime O He gave 
us our first lead in the case of the car thefts. 
■ verb /li:d/ 1. to be in first place, to have 
the most important place O Our side was 
leading at half time. O They were leading by 
three metres. 2. to go in front to show the 
way o She led us to the secret box. o The 
road leads you to the top of the hill. 3. to be 
the main person in a group O She is leading a 
group of businesswomen on a tour of Chinese 
factories. 4. □ to lead to to make something 
happen O The discussions led to an interna¬ 
tional treaty. □ it led me to think she was 
lying it made me think she was lying ■ adj 
who sings or plays the main tunes in a pop 
group O He’s the lead guitarist with a pop 
group. O She’s the lead singer of the group. 
Synonym principal 

leaden /'led(o)n/ adj like lead □ a leaden 
sky a dull grey sky 

(D leader /'liido/ noun 1. a person who 
leads O He is the leader of the Labour Party. 
O The leader of the construction workers’ 
union. □ leader of a council, council leader 
the head of the majority party on a local 
council □ leader of an orchestra the chief 
violinist in an orchestra 2. a leading article, 
one of the main articles in a newspaper, giv¬ 
ing the newspaper’s views on a topic of cur¬ 
rent interest O The rail disaster was featured 
in the leader. 

(D leadership /'liidoj’ip/ noun 1 . the ability 
to be the person who manages or directs oth¬ 
ers O We think he has certain leadership 
qualities. 2. the position of a leader O Under 
his leadership the party went from strength to 
strength. 3. a group of leaders of an organisa¬ 
tion O The leadership was weaker after the 
president’s resignation. 

(D leading /'liidip/ adj most important. Ant¬ 
onym secondary 

leading article /.liidir) 'a:tik(o)l/ noun a 
leader, one of the main articles in a newspa¬ 
per, giving the newspaper’s views on a topic 
of current interest. Synonym editorial 
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leading-edge 

leading-edge /'liidig ed 3 / noun the most 
modem developments in technology, science 
or some other field 

leading lady /.liidig 'leidi/ noun an ac¬ 
tress who plays the main part in a play or film 
leading light /,li:dir) 'lait/ noun a person 
who plays an important part in a group. Syn¬ 
onym big name. Antonym unknown 
leading question /,li:dir) 'kwejtjon/ 
noun a question which is worded in order to 
get a particular answer 
© lead on /,li:d 'Dn/ verb 1. to go first o 
Lead on, we will all follow! 2. □ to lead 
someone on to mislead someone by promis¬ 
ing something O He’s just leading you on. O 
They promised him a new car, but they were 
just leading him on. 

© lead up to /,li:d Ap tu:/ verb to prepare 
the way for something to happen 
© leaf /li:f/ noun 1 . one of many flat green 
parts of a plant O The leaves of the trees turn 
brown or red in autumn. O Caterpillars have 
eaten the leaves of the roses. 2. a sheet of pa¬ 
per, especially a page of a book □ to turn 
over a new leaf to make a new start O After 
years of wild living he decided to turn over a 
new leaf and join the family firm. 3. a very 
thin sheet of a substance such as metal O The 
ceiling is covered in gold leaf. (NOTE: The 
plural is leaves /liivz/.) ■ verb □ to leaf 
through to turn the pages of a book quickly 
without reading properly O He leafed 
through the book, looking at the illustrations. 
© leaflet /'liiflot/ noun a sheet of paper, of¬ 
ten folded, giving information. Synonym 
booklet 

leafy /'liifi/ adj 1. with lots of leaves o 
These lettuces are really leafy. 2. with lots of 
trees o We strolled along the leafy avenue. 

© league /li:g/ noun 1. an association of 
sports clubs which play against each other O 
He plays for one of the clubs in the local foot¬ 
ball league. □ not in the same league as not 
as good or as successful as O You can’t com¬ 
pare our little corner shop to the supermar¬ 
ket, they ’re not in the same league. 2. a group 
joined together for a particular purpose □ to 
be in league with someone to work with 
someone against someone else 3. a measure 
of distance equal to about 5 km (dated) o 
10,000 leagues under the sea ■ verb to join 
together O The opposition parties all leagued 
together to vote against the government. 
league table /'li:g ,teib(3)l/ noun a list of 
things placed in order of quality 
© leak /li:k/ noun 1 . an escape of liquid or 
gas through a hole O I can smell gas - there 
must be a gas leak in the kitchen. 2. an es¬ 
cape of secret information O She was embar¬ 
rassed by the leak of the news. O The leak of 
the report led to the minister’s resignation. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with leek.) ■ verb 1. 


leap at 

(of liquid or gas, etc.) to flow away, to es¬ 
cape O Water must have been leaking 
through the ceiling for days. 2. to pass on se¬ 
cret information O Governments don ’t like 
their plans to be leaked to the press. O We 
found that the sales director was leaking in¬ 
formation to a rival company. 3. (of a con¬ 
tainer) to allow liquid or gas to escape O The 
drum was leaking acid all over the floor. 
leakage /'li:kid 3 / noun 1. an escape of liq¬ 
uid or gas O There’s a smell of gas - there 
must a leakage somewhere. 2. the act of re¬ 
vealing a secret O The leakage of the report 
annoyed the minister. O After the leakage of 
the report, everyone was ringing up about it. 
leaky /'liiki/ adj which leaks 
© lean /li:n/ adj 1 .(of a person) thin o He’s 
a lean bearded man. 2. (of meat) with little 
fat o a slice of lean bacon (NOTE: leaner - 
leanest) ■ verb to be in or to put into a slop¬ 
ing position O The ladder was leaning 
against the shed. O She leant her bike against 
the wall. O He leaned over and picked up the 
cushion. O It’s dangerous to lean out of car 
windows. (NOTE: leaning - leaned or ieant 
/lent/) 

leaning /'liinig/ noun a tendency towards 
O She has socialist leanings. O He has a 
leaning towards a career in the church. Syn¬ 
onym inclination ■ adj which is leaning o 
The Leaning Tower of Pisa is one of the most 
famous buildings in Italy. 

© lean on /'liin Dn/ verb 1. to try to influ¬ 
ence someone o They leant on him to get him 
to agree. 2. to depend on someone O If things 
get difficult she always has her father to lean 
on. 

lean over /,li:n 'ouvo/ verb to bend down 
in a particular direction □ to lean over back¬ 
wards to help someone to make every effort 
to help someone O The landlady leant over 
backwards to make us feel at home. 
leant /lent/ £> lean 

lean-to /'li:n tu:/ noun a small building, 
such as a shed, attached to a large building 
leap /liip/ noun 1 . a jump o She took a leap 
forwards and fell into the water. 2. a great 
improvement or progress □ by leaps and 
bounds making fast progress O His German 
has improved by leaps and bounds. 3. □ a 
leap in the dark an action where you are not 
sure of what the consequences will be o The 
deal is something of a leap in the dark, but 
we hope it will pay off. ■ verb 1 . to jump o 
He leapt over the ditch. O She leapt with joy 
when she heard the news. O He leapt into the 
train as it was leaving. 2. to go up suddenly 
O Sales leapt during March. (NOTE: leaping 
- leaped or leapt /lept/) 

© leap at /'li:p set/ verb to accept eagerly 
something which is suggested. Synonym 
jump at 


leap-frog 

leap-frog /'li:p frog/ noun a game where 
one person bends down, and others jump 
over his back ■ verb to advance more 
quickly than someone else □ leap-frogging 
pay demands pay demands where each 
group of workers asks for higher pay to do 
better than another group 
leapt /lept/ i> leap 

<S> leap year /'liip jio/ noun every fourth 
year, in which February has 29 days 
<D learn /tain/ verb 1. to find out about 
something, or how to do something O He’s 
learning to ride a bicycle. O We learn French 
and German at school. □ to learn something 
by heart to learn and remember something O 
She learnt the poem by heart. □ to learn 
from your mistakes to make mistakes and 
because of them learn how something should 
be done o He doesn ’t want to ask advice, so I 
only hope he learns from his mistakes. 2. to 
hear news O Her boss learned that she was 
planning to leave the company. O How did 
you come to learn about the product? O We 
learnt of his death only yesterday. (NOTE: 
learning - learnt /l3:nt/ or learned) 
learned /'l3:md/ adj who has a lot of 
knowledge O Learned professors have writ¬ 
ten to the paper contradicting the govern¬ 
ment ’s calculations. 

(D learner /'l3:no/ noun a person who is 
learning. Synonym beginner 
<D learning /'tainig/ noun the process of 
gaining knowledge of something or of how to 
do something. Antonym ignorance □ a 
steep learning curve the need to learn new 
skills fast O Being promoted into a new de¬ 
partment involved a steep learning curve. 
learning curve /'tainirj k3iv/ noun a 
gradual process of learning 
learning difficulties /'tainir) .difiksltiz/ 
plural noun a condition of being unable to 
learn as fast as others 

<S> lease /liis/ noun 1. a written contract, al¬ 
lowing someone to use a building or piece of 
land for a particular period O We ’re renting 
our offices on a twenty-year lease. □ the 
lease expires or runs out in 2020 the lease 
comes to an end in 2020 2. □ to give some¬ 
one a new lease of life to make someone 
want to make a fresh start or to live life more 
fully O Alan’s retirement has given him a 
new lease of life. ■ verb 1. □ to lease or 
lease out to give on a lease o He leased the 
shop to an Australian company. O My land¬ 
lord leases out six other flats. 2. to take or 
hold on a lease O We ’re leasing our offices at 
a good rent. O We lease our photocopier as 
it’s cheaper than buying one. 
leasehold /'liishould/ noun the holding of 
property on a lease O The leasehold was sold 
last year. 


leave 

leash /liiJV noun a strap for holding a dog. 
Synonym lead 

(D least /liist/ adj smallest or most unimpor¬ 
tant O This car uses by far the least amount 
of petrol. Antonym most ■ pron □ the least 
the smallest or the most unimportant amount 
O She was the one who spent the least during 
their trip round Holland. □ to say the least 
which was more than I expected O I thought 
he was in the office so when I saw him in the 
supermarket I was surprised to say the least. 

□ not in the least not at all O It doesn’t 
bother me in the least to work on Sundays. ■ 
adv less than everyone or everything else o I 
liked that part of the book least. O He was the 
least conceited man she had ever met. □ least 
of all absolutely less than everyone else O No 
one was interested in what I said, least of all 
my son. O at least 1 . mentioning one good 
thing in a bad situation 2. to correct a state¬ 
ment 3. as the smallest thing 4. not less than 
<D leather /'ledo/ noun a skin of certain ani¬ 
mals used to make shoes, bags, etc. O a 
leather bag O My shoes have leather soles. □ 
synthetic leather a plastic material which 
looks like leather 

leathery /'ledori/ adj tough like leather 
(D leave /liiv/ noun permission to be away 
from work O He has six weeks ’ annual leave. 

□ to go on leave, to be on leave to go or be 
away from work O She is away on sick leave 
or on maternity leave. ■ verb 1. to go away 
from somewhere o She left home at 9 o ’clock 
this morning. O When they couldn’t find what 
they wanted, they left the shop. O Eurostar 
leaves Waterloo for Brussels every day at 
8.25. O When does the next bus leave for Ox¬ 
ford? 2. to forget to do something; to forget 
to take something with you O I packed in a 
rush and left my toothbrush at home. 3. to al¬ 
low something to stay in a certain condition 
O The chickenpox didn ’t leave any marks O 
Did you leave the light on when you locked 
up? O Yesterday she left the iron on, and 
burnt a hole in the ironing board. O Someone 
left the door open and the dog got out. O The 
coffee left a stain on the tablecloth. 4. not to 
take something O Leave some pizza for your 
brother. 5. to go away from someone O She’s 
left her husband. □ leave me alone don’t dis¬ 
turb me 6. not to do something, so that some¬ 
one else has to do it O She went out leaving 
me all the washing up to do. 7. to give some¬ 
thing to someone in your will O He left all his 
property to his grandson. 8. to have property 
or family at the time of your death O He left a 
widow and six little children. 9. □ leave it to 
me let me do it O Leave it to me, I’ll find out 
the address for you. □ I leave it to you to de¬ 
cide you are the one who has to decide, not 
me 
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<D leave behind /,li:v bi'haind/ verb to 
forget to take something or someone with 
you; not to take something or someone with 
you 

leave of absence /,li:v ov 'asbsons/ 
noun permission to be away from work. Syn¬ 
onym sabbatical 

d> leave off /,li:v 'Df/ verb 1 . to stop doing 
something □ leave off! stop doing that 2. to 
forget to include o She left the postcode off 
the address. O The waitress left the drinks off 
the bill. 

3) leave out /,li:v 'aut/ verb to forget 
something or someone; not to put something 
in. Synonym omit. Antonym include 
lecherous /'letjoros/ adj only interested in 
sexual intercourse. Synonym lewd 
lectern /'lekt3in/ noun a high desk with a 
sloping surface on which you put a book or 
the text of a speech which you are going to 
read aloud in public 

(D lecture /'lektjo/ noun a talk to students 
or any other group of people on a particular 
subject O She gave a lecture on Chinese art. 
O Are you going to the lecture this evening? 
O The lecture lasted thirty minutes, and then 
there was time for questions. ■ verb 1. to 
give a lecture on something O He will lecture 
on Roman history next Thursday. 2. to teach 
a subject, by giving lectures O She lectures 
on history at Birmingham University. 
lecturer /'lektjoro/ noun 1 . a person who 
gives a talk on a particular subject O This 
week’s lecturer is from Sweden. 2. an ordi¬ 
nary teacher in a university or college O He 
has been a lecturer for five years. 
d> led /led/ 1 > lead 

ledge /led 3 / noun a narrow flat part which 
sticks out from a cliff or building 
ledger /'led 3 o/ noun a large book in which 
accounts are written 

lee /li:/ noun a side of a building, hill or 
ship, sheltered from the wind 
leech /liitJV noun a type of parasitic worm 
which lives in water and sucks the blood of 
animals by attaching itself to the skin (NOTE: 
The plural is leeches.) 
leek /li:k/ noun a vegetable of the onion 
family, with a white stem and long green 
leaves (NOTE: Do not confuse with leak.) 
leer /ho/ noun an unpleasant look, often ex¬ 
pressing sexual desire O The leers of the men 
as she came into the bar made her turn round 
and walk straight out again. Synonym sneer 
■ verb to look with a leer at someone o The 
men were sitting in the pavement cafe, leer¬ 
ing at girls passing in the street. Synonym 
smirk 

leery /'liori/ adj suspicious (informal). Ant¬ 
onym confident 


left-winger 

leeward /'liiwod/ adj, adv, noun on the 
side sheltered from the wind 
leeway /'liiwei/ noun the time or space 
available □ to make up leeway to make up 
for lost time or for a lost opportunity O You 
have a lot of leeway to make up after missing 
so much of the term through illness. 

3) left /left/ adj 1. not right, referring to the 
side of the body which usually has the hand 
you use less often O I can’t write with my left 
hand. O The post office is on the left side of 
the street as you go towards the church. 2. (in 
politics) referring to the socialists O His poli¬ 
tics are left of centre. Compare right 3. □ left 
or left over still there, not used up o After 
paying for the food and drink, I’ve still got £3 
left. O If you eat three of the sweets, there 
will be only two left for everyone else. O 
There was nobody left in the building, i) 
leave ■ noun 1. the side towards the left o 
Remember to drive on the left when you are 
in Britain. O The school is on the left as you 
go towards the town centre. O She was sitting 
on the chairman’s left. 2. □ the left (in poli¬ 
tics) the socialists and communists, the group 
supporting the rights of the workers O We 
support the left by campaigning for our local 
Labour candidate. □ swing to the left a 
movement of votes towards the left-wing 
candidates ■ adv towards the left o Go 
straight ahead and turn left at the traffic 
lights. ■ verb i> leave 

left-click /left klik/ verb (in computing) to 
click with the left mouse button 
left-hand /.left 'haend/ adj on the left side. 
Antonym right-hand 

left-handed /.left 'hasndid/ adj using the 
left hand more often than the right for doing 
things. Synonym anticlockwise. Antonym 
right-handed 

leftist /'leftist/ adj (usually as a criticism) 
socialist, referring to the left in politics O The 
Minister of Justice was accused of showing 
leftist tendencies. ■ noun a person with 
left-wing ideas O It is apparent that there is 
no place for traditional leftists in the new 
centre government. 

left-luggage office /left 'lAgid 3 ,ofis/ 
noun a place where suitcases can be left and 
collected later for a fee (NOTE: The US term 

is baggage room.) 

leftover /'leftouvo/ adj which is not used o 
I’ve finished painting the kitchen - what shall 
I do with the leftover paint? 
leftovers /'leftouvoz/ plural noun food 
which is left after a meal O The children will 
eat the leftovers tomorrow morning. 

(D left-wing /.left 'wig/ adj in politics, on 
the left. Antonym right-wing 
left-winger /left 'wigo/ noun a person 
who is on the left of a political party. Syn¬ 
onym progressive. Antonym right-winger 
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lefty 

lefty /'lefti/ noun a person with left-wing 
beliefs 

CD leg /leg/ noun 1 . the part of the body with 
which a person or animal walks O The bird 
was standing on one leg, asleep. O Some ani¬ 
mals can’t stand on their back legs. O She fell 
down the steps and broke her leg. £> arm 2. □ 
to pull someone’s leg to tease someone, to 
try to make someone believe something that 
is not true O Don’t worry, she will get here 
on time -I was only pulling your leg. □ on its 
last legs almost worn out O The poor old car 
is on its last legs. □ not to have a leg to 
stand on to be in an awkward situation be¬ 
cause you cannot prove what you say O The 
children produced a later will, so the claim¬ 
ants to the estate didn’t have a leg to stand 
on. 3. one of the parts of a chair or table 
which touch the floor O The table has four 
legs. 4. a leg of an animal used for food O 
roast leg of lamb O Would you like a chicken 
leg? 5. the part of a piece of clothing which 
covers your leg O I think this (trouser) leg is 
longer than the other one. 6. a stage of a 
journey, tour or race O The last leg of the trip 
goes from Paris to Amsterdam. O The first 
leg of the tour takes in London, Hampton 
Court and Windsor. ■ verb □ to leg it to run 
away ( informal) o They legged it round the 
corner when they saw the police coming. 
legacy /'legosi/ noun 1. what is left to a 
person after someone’s death O He received 
a large legacy from his uncle. O The legacy 
can be paid only to the rightful claimant. 2. 
what is left behind by someone O The com¬ 
pany's overdraft is a legacy of the previous 
finance director. (NOTE: The plural is lega¬ 
cies.) 

<D legal /'li:g(3)l/ adj 1. according to the 
law, allowed by the law O It's legal to drive 
at 17 if you have a provisional driving 
licence. 2. referring to the law □ to take legal 
action to sue someone, to take someone to 
court □ to take legal advice to ask a lawyer 
to advise about a legal problem 
legal aid /,li:g(9)l 'eid/ noun free legal 
work done for people without enough money 
to pay lawyers’ fees 

legalisation /.liigolai'zeiJXojn/, legaliza¬ 
tion noun the action of making something le¬ 
gal. Synonym ratification 
legalise /'liigolaiz/, legalize verb to make 
something legal. Synonym decriminalise. 
Antonym prohibit 

legalistic /.liigo'listik/ adj too concerned 
with the law 

legality /li'gaeliti/ noun being allowed by 

law. Antonym illegality 

legally /'liigoli/ adv in accordance with the 

law 

legation /li'geij(3)n/ noun 1. a group of 
officials below the rank of ambassador, who 


legislature 

represent their government in a foreign coun¬ 
try 2. a building where members of a legation 
work O He escaped from prison and hid in 
the Russian legation. 

legend /'led 3 ond/ noun 1. a story, or group 
of stories, from the past which may not be 
based on fact O The legend of Jason and the 
Golden Fleece. 2. a famous person whose 
name often appears in the news O Marilyn 
Monroe, the Hollywood legend 3. a key to 
the symbols used on a map or chart 
legendary /'led33nd(3)ri/ adj 1. famous, 
often talked about O His meanness is legend¬ 
ary. O Her legendary dislike of men with 
beards. 2. referring to legends O A legendary 
tale of witches and good fairies. 

-legged /legid, legd/ suffix with legs 
leggings /'legigz/ plural noun 1. 
tight-fitting trousers made from a stretchy 
material, worn by women and girls O When 
my daughter comes home from school she 
changes out of her uniform and puts on a 
pair of leggings. O A group of women exer¬ 
cising in tops and leggings. 2. thick cover¬ 
ings for the legs O The hunters wore thick 
leggings and boots. (NOTE: plural; for one 
item say ‘a pair of leggings’) 
leggy /'legi/ adj with long legs 
legible /'led3ib(9)l/ adj able to be read eas¬ 
ily. Antonym illegible 
legibly /'led 3 ibli/ adv in a legible way 
legion /'li:d33n/ noun 1. a group, espe¬ 
cially of soldiers 2. a division of the Roman 
army O The Roman legions under Julius 
Caesar invaded Britain. 3. a very large num¬ 
ber O Many of the legions of fans who sup¬ 
port Manchester United will be unable to buy 
tickets for the Cup Final. 
legionary /'li:d39n(3)ri/ noun a member of 
a legion, especially the Foreign Legion 
(NOTE: The plural is legionaries.) 
legionnaire’s disease /.liidso'neoz di- 
,zi:z/ noun a bacterial disease similar to 
pneumonia, which appears to be spread by 
drops of moisture in air-conditioning systems 
legislate /'led 3 isleit/ verb to make a law 
or laws. Synonym enact 
(D legislation /.ledsi'sleiJXojn/ noun laws, 
written rules which are passed by Parliament 
and applied in the courts 
<D legislative /'Ied3isl3tiv/ adj referring to 
laws or to law-making 

legislator /'led 3 isleito/ noun a member of 
a legislature, a person who makes or passes 
laws, such as an MP or Congressman 
<D legislature /'Ied3isl3tj*9/ noun 1. a 
body which makes laws O Members of the 
legislature voted against the proposal. 2. a 
building where a law-making body meets O 
The protesters marched towards the State 
Legislature. 
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legitimacy 

legitimacy /li'd 3 itimosi/ noun the quality 
of being in accordance with the law 
legitimate /li'd 3 itimot/ adj 1. according to 
the law O He acted in legitimate defence of 
his rights. 2. bom to married parents O The 
old duke had no legitimate children, so the ti¬ 
tle passed to his brother. 
legitimate concern /li^itomot kon- 
's3in/ noun a reasonable and justifiable 
concern 

legitimise /li'd 3 itimaiz/, legitimize verb 
to make someone or something legitimate 
legless /'leglos/ adj 1 . without any legs 2. 
dmnk ( informal) 

legroom /'legruim/ noun the amount of 
space available for the legs of a person sitting 
down, e.g. between the rows of seats in a cin¬ 
ema or aircraft, or inside a car (NOTE: no 
plural) 

(D leisure /'le 3 o/ noun □ leisure (time) free 
time when you can do what you want 
leisure centre /'le 3 o ( sento/ noun a 
building where people can play sports, put on 
plays, dance, act, etc. Synonym sports 
centre 

leisurely /'le 3 oli/ adj without any hurry. 
Antonym frantic 

leitmotif /'laitmoutiif/, leitmotiv noun a 
theme which reappears in a book or a piece 
of music 

lemming /'lemir)/ noun a small Scandina¬ 
vian mammal which often travels in mass 
groups 

lemon /'lemon/ noun 1 . a pale yellow 
sour-tasting citrus fruit O Oranges are much 
sweeter than lemons. 2. a tree which pro¬ 
duces these fruit O Lemons grow best in hot 
dry climates. 3. a yellow colour like that of a 
lemon 

(D lemonade /.lemo'neid/ noun a usually 
fizzy lemon-flavoured drink 
lemur /'liimo/ noun a small animal with a 
long tail, rather like a monkey 
(D lend /lend/ verb 1. to let someone use 
something for a certain period of time O He 
asked me if I would lend him £5 till Monday. 
O I lent her my dictionary and now she won’t 
give it back. Compare borrow 2. □ to lend a 
hand to help O Can you lend a hand with the 
cooking? □ to lend an ear to someone to lis¬ 
ten sympathetically to what someone has to 
say □ to lend itself to to be able to be used 
for something special O The garden lends it¬ 
self to landscaping. O The room lends itself 
to playing chamber music. 3. to make a cer¬ 
tain effect O The Christmas decorations lend 
a festive air to the shopping centre. O Her 
new hairstyle lends her an air of authority. 
(NOTE: lending - lent /lent/) 
lender /'lends/ noun a person who lends 
money. Synonym giver 


(D length /ler)0/ noun 1. a measurement of 
how long something is from end to end O The 
table is at least twelve feet in length. 2. □ 
length of time the amount of time something 
takes or lasts O Can you estimate the length 
of time you need to do this? □ she was a bit 
vague about the length of her visit she was 
not certain how long she was going to stay 3. 
a long piece of something O She bought a 
length of curtain material in the sale. O We 
need two 3m lengths of copper piping for the 
new central heating system. 4. the distance 
from one end to the other of a swimming 
pool O He swam two lengths of the pool. 5. □ 
to go to great lengths to get something to 
do anything, even to commit a crime, to get 
something O He went to considerable lengths 
to get a signed photograph of David 
Beckham. O at length 1. speaking for a long 
time and using many words 2. giving a lot of 
details 3. in the end 

lengthen /'lerjGon/ verb 1. to make longer 
O You can lengthen the skirt by turning down 
the hem. 2. to become longer O The shadows 
began to lengthen across the lawn as the sun 
sank slowly down in the west. Antonym 
shorten 

(D lengthy /'lerjGi/ adj very long. Antonym 

brief (NOTE: lengthier - lengthiest) 

leniency /'liinionsi/ noun the quality of not 
being strict. Synonym clemency. Antonym 
severity 

lenient /'liiniont/ adj not strict or severe. 
Synonym compassionate 

leniently /'liiniontli/ adv in a lenient way 
lens /lenz/ noun 1. a piece of glass or plas¬ 
tic, curved so as to cause light rays to join or 
spread out, and used in spectacles, tele¬ 
scopes, cameras, etc. O My eyesight is not 
very good, and I have to have glasses with 
strong lenses. O If the sun is strong enough 
you can set fire to a piece of paper using a 
lens. [> contact lens 2. a part of the eye be¬ 
hind the iris and pupil which focuses light 
(NOTE: The plural is lenses.) 

(D lent /lent/ 1 > lend 

Lent /lent/ noun the period of forty days be¬ 
fore Easter O Many people try to give some¬ 
thing up for Lent. 

lentil /'lentil/ noun a small round dried 
seed, used especially in soups and stews 
Leo /'liiou/ noun one of the signs of the Zo¬ 
diac, shaped like a lion, covering the period 
23rd July to 22nd August 
leopard /'lepod/ noun a large wild spotted 
cat, living in Africa (NOTE: Black leopards 
live in America and are called panthers.) 
leotard /'li:ota:d/ noun a skin-tight 
one-piece costume covering the top of the 
body, worn by ballet dancers 
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letter 


leper 

leper /'lepo/ noun a person who has lep¬ 
rosy. Synonym outcast 
leprosy /'leprosi/ noun a serious infectious 
disease which slowly destroys flesh and 
nerves 

lesbian /'lezbion/ adj who is sexually at¬ 
tracted to other women O They went to the 
Lesbian and Gay Pride march in London. ■ 
noun a woman who is lesbian 
lesion /'li 13 ( 0 ) 11 / noun a wound or sore, or 
other damage to the body. Synonym wound 
CS) less /les/ adj, pron a smaller amount (of) 
O You will get thinner if you eat less bread. O 
The total bill came to less than £10. O She 
finished her homework in less than an hour. 
O He sold it for less than he had paid for it. ■ 
adv 1 . not as much O I like that one less than 
this one. O The second film was less interest¬ 
ing than the first. O I want a car which is less 
difficult to drive. □ less and less diminishing 
all the time O I enjoy my work less and less. 
O He’s less and less able to look after his 
garden. □ more or less almost o I’ve more 
or less finished painting the kitchen. 2. □ in 
less than no time very quickly O They re¬ 
paired the car in less than no time. □ nothing 
less than absolutely no less than o She ’ll be 
satisfied with nothing less than a husband 
who is a millionaire. ■ prep minus, with a 
certain amount taken away O We pay £10 an 
hour, less 5Op for insurance. 
lessen /'les(o)n/ verb to become less, to 
make something become less, to reduce 
something (NOTE: Do not confuse with les¬ 
son.) 

lesser /'less/ adj smaller, not as large or 
important □ the lesser of two evils one of 
two things which is not quite as bad as the 
other O Faced with the choice of taking a taxi 
or waiting in the rain for a bus, we chose the 
lesser of two evils and decided to take the 
taxi. 

<D lesson /'les(o)n/ noun 1 . a period of 
time, especially in school, when you are 
taught something O He went to sleep during 
the French lesson. O We have six lessons of 
history a week. O She’s taking or having driv¬ 
ing lessons. O He gives Spanish lessons at 
home in the evenings. 2. something which 
you learn from experience and which makes 
you wiser O He’s learnt his lesson, he knows 
you shouldn’t be rude to policemen. □ to 
teach someone a lesson to punish someone 
for doing something wrong O I locked up her 
bike - that will teach her a lesson. 
lest /lest/ conj 1. in order to avoid o They 
had to speak in whispers, lest they be over¬ 
heard. 2. for fear that O She is afraid to say 
what she thinks, lest she might offend 
someone. 

0 ) let /let/ verb 1 . to allow someone to do 
something O He let her borrow his car. O 


Will you let me see the papers? O Let me see 
what I can do for you. 2 . □ to let someone 
know something to tell someone about 
something, to give someone information 
about something O Please let me know the 
result as soon as you can. O Can you let me 
know when the parcel arrives? 3. to allow 
someone to borrow a house or office for a 
while and pay for it O We ’re letting our cot¬ 
tage to some friends for the weekend. □ the 
flat is to let at £1000 a month the flat can be 
rented for £1000 per month 4. □ let’s mak¬ 
ing a suggestion that you and someone else 
should do something together O Let’s go to 
the cinema. O Don’t let’s leave yet or let’s 
not leave yet. (NOTE: letting - has let) ■ 
noun the period of the lease of a property o 
They took the house on a short let. 

<D let down /.let 'daun/ verb 1 . to lower 
something or someone O They let him down 
into the mine on a rope. 2. to make the air go 
out of something such as a tyre or balloon O 
Someone had let down my front tyre. 3. not to 
help when someone expects you to help O I 
asked three people to speak at the meeting 
but they all let me down. 
letdown /'letdaun/ noun a disappointment 
<D let go /.let 'gou/ verb to stop holding on 
to something 

lethal /'li: 0 ( 3 )l/ adj which kills. Synonym 

deadly 

lethargic /li' 0 a:d 3 ik/ adj showing leth¬ 
argy. Synonym sluggish. Antonym 
energetic 

lethargy /'Ie 0 od 3 i/ noun a tired feeling, 
when your movements are extremely slow 
and you are almost unable to do anything 
(D let in /.let 'in/ verb to allow to come in 
(§> let off /.let 'Df/ verb 1 . to make some¬ 
thing such as a gun or bomb fire or explode O 
They let off fireworks in the town centre. 2. 
not to punish someone severely o He was 
charged with stealing, but the judge let him 
off with a fine. 3. to agree that someone need 
not do something O She let the class off their 
homework. 

(§> let on /.let 'on/ verb to tell a secret 
(D let out /.let 'aut/ verb 1 . to allow to go 
out O The boys let the pigs out of the field. O 
We let the dogs out into the garden in the 
evening. O She let the air out of my front tyre. 
□ let out a piercing cry shout very loudly 2. 
to make a piece of clothing bigger O Can you 
let out these trousers, they’re getting too 
tight? (NOTE: In this meaning the opposite is 
to take in.) 

<D let’s /lets/ 1 > let 

(D letter /'lets/ noun 1 . a piece of writing 
sent from one person or organisation to an¬ 
other to pass on information O There were 
two letters for you in the post. O Don’t forget 
to write a letter to your mother to tell her 


letterbox 
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what we are doing. O We’ve had a letter from 
the bank manager. 2. one of the signs which 
make up the alphabet, a sign used in writing 
which means a certain sound O Z is the last 
letter of the alphabet. O I’m trying to think of 
a word with ten letters beginning with A and 
ending with R. □ to the letter exactly as 
shown or stated O They followed his instruc¬ 
tions to the letter. O The referee makes sure 
that the rules of the game are followed to the 
letter. } capital, red-letter day 
letterbox /'letoboks/ noun 1. a box in the 
road where you post letters O There's a 
letterbox at the corner of the street. 2. a hole 
in a front door through which letters are de¬ 
livered O The Sunday paper is too big to go 
through the letterbox. 

letterhead /detailed/ noun the name and 
address of a company printed at the top of a 
piece of writing paper 

lettering /'letorig/ noun the style of letters 
in a piece of writing, e.g. on a sign or a notice 
lettuce /'letis/ noun a plant with large 
green leaves which are used in salads (NOTE: 
no plural except when referring to several 
plants: a row of lettuces) 

(D let up /.let 'Ap/ verb to do less, to become 
less O The snow didn 't let up all day. O She's 
working too hard - she ought to let up a bit. 
d> let yourself in for /.let jaself 'in foi/ 
verb to allow yourself to get involved in 
something difficult or unpleasant 
leukaemia /lufkiimia/ noun any of sev¬ 
eral serious illnesses where an unusual num¬ 
ber of white blood cells form in the blood 
(NOTE: The US spelling is leukemia.) 

3) level /'lev(a)l/ noun 1. a position relating 
to height or amount O I want to lower the 
level of our borrowings. O The floodwater 
has reached a level of 5m above normal. 2. a 
floor in a building O Go up to the next level. 
O The toilets are at street level. 3. □ on the 
level honest and not trying to trick anyone 
( informal ) O I don't think the salesman is be¬ 
ing on the level with us. □ to do your level 
best to do as well as you can ( informal) o I’ll 
do my level best to be there on time. ■ adj 1 . 
flat, even O Are these shelves level, or do 
they slope to the left? 2. □ level with at the 
same level as O The ground floor is level with 
the street. 3. equal, the same O At half-time 
the scores were level. ■ verb 1. to make level 
□ levelled the house to the ground de¬ 
stroyed the house completely 2. □ to level off 
or out to stop going up or down O Price in¬ 
creases are starting to level off. O The road 
climbs for about two kilometres and then lev¬ 
els out. 3. to point or to aim a weapon at 
someone □ to level an accusation to accuse 
someone of doing something wrong 
(D level crossing /,lev(9)l 'krosig/ noun a 
place where a road crosses a railway line 


liable 

without a bridge or tunnel (NOTE: The US 
term is grade crossing.) 
level-headed / l lev(9)l'hedid/ adj sensi¬ 
ble. Antonym rash 

level playing-field /,lev(3)l 'pleng/ noun 
a situation in which all the conditions are the 
same for everyone who is involved, so that 
nobody has an unfair advantage 
(D lever /'liivo/ noun an instrument like a 
bar, which helps to lift a heavy object, or to 
move part of a machine O We used a pole as 
a lever to lift up the block of stone. Synonym 
handle ■ verb to move with a lever o They 
levered open the door with an iron bar. 
leverage /'liivorid 3 / noun 1 . the power to 
move something heavy by using a lever O 
They used a longer bar to get better leverage. 
O You ’ll need a longer pole to increase the 
leverage. 2. an influence which you can use 
to get what you want O His business contacts 
were useful leverage in discussing terms for 
the contract. O She has a majority of the 
shares in the company and therefore can ex¬ 
ert a lot of leverage over the directors. 
levitate /'leviteit/ verb to rise into the air, 
as if by magic 

levity /'leviti/ noun a lack of respect when 
considering serious things 
levy /'levi/ noun an official tax or other pay¬ 
ment O I think the import levies on luxury 
goods are too high. O We paid the levy on 
time. (NOTE: The plural is levies.) ■ verb to 
order a person to pay a tax or other payment, 
or to collect it O The customs levied a large 
fine. Synonym impose 
lewd /lu:d/ adj rude because of referring to 
sex in an unpleasant way (NOTE: lewder - 
lewdest) 

lexicographer /.leksi'kDgrofo/ noun a 
person whose job is to write dictionaries 
(D liability /.laio'biliti/ noun 1 . a legal re¬ 
sponsibility O Make sure you understand 
your legal liabilities before you sign the con¬ 
tract. □ to accept liability for something to 
agree that you are responsible for something 
□ to refuse liability for something to refuse 
to agree that you are responsible for some¬ 
thing □ couldn’t meet liabilities did not 
have enough money to pay debts, t limited 
2. a tendency to do something O His unfortu¬ 
nate liability to burst into tears when criti¬ 
cised. 3. disadvantage O Bad eyesight is a 
liability if you want to be a pilot. 4. a person 
who causes problems or who makes you feel 
embarrassed O He has been arrested several 
times and is something of a liability to his 
parents. 

liable /'lai9b(o)l/ adjn liable for legally re¬ 
sponsible for something O You will be liable 
for the payment of the fine. O Parents can be 
made liable for their children’s debts. 
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licensee 


liaise /li'eiz/ verb □ to liaise with someone 

to inform someone of what is being done or 
planned so that everyone who is involved can 
work together well O Can you liaise with 
each individual manager regarding the move 
to new offices? 

(D liaison /li'eiz(o)n/ noun 1. the process of 
keeping someone informed of what is hap¬ 
pening O There has been a total lack of liai¬ 
son between the police and the customs 
department on this case. 2. a sexual relation¬ 
ship O His liaison with the beautiful Hungar¬ 
ian was soon well-known in the embassy. 
liar /'laio/ noun a person who tells lies 
lib /lib/ noun same as liberation (dated in¬ 
formal) 

Lib Dem /lib 'dem/ abbr Liberal Democrat 
O Delegates at the Lib Dem party confer¬ 
ence. (NOTE: The plural is the Lib Dems.) 

® libel /Taib(o)l/ noun a written statement 
about someone which is not true and may 
damage their reputation O I will sue you for 
libel. ■ verb □ to libel someone to damage 
someone’s reputation in writing O He ac¬ 
cused the newspaper of libelling him. Com¬ 
pare slander 

libellous /'laibobs/ adj which libels some¬ 
one (NOTE: The US spelling is libelous.) 

(D liberal /'liberal/ adj 1 . not strict, willing 
to accept other people’s views O The liberal 
view would be to let the teenagers run the 
club themselves. 2. generous O He left a very 
liberal tip. 

Liberal /'liberal/ noun 1 . (in politics) re¬ 
ferring to or supporting the Liberal Party 2. 
(in politics) a member or supporter of a Lib¬ 
eral Party 

liberal arts /,lib(o)r9l 'aits/ noun US sub¬ 
jects other than science, such as English, his¬ 
tory or languages 

liberalise /'libfojrolaiz/, liberalize verb to 
make things such as laws more liberal. Ant¬ 
onym tighten 

liberalism /'lib(3)r3liz(9)m/ noun the ide¬ 
als and beliefs of Liberals 
liberality /.libo'raeliti/ noun 1 . the fact of 
being will to accept that other people have 
the right to hold opinions which you do not 
agree with O He was well known for the lib¬ 
erality of his views on divorce. 2. the quality 
of being extremely generous O The liberality 
of the sheikh’s presents astonished everyone. 
Liberal Party /'liberal ,pa:ti/ noun a po¬ 
litical party which is in favour of some social 
change, some involvement of the state in in¬ 
dustry and welfare, but less centralisation of 
government, with no fixed connections with 
either employees or employers 
liberate /'liboreit/ verb to set someone or 
something free from something. Antonym 
imprison 


liberated /'liboreitid/ adj 1. not influenced 
by a society’s traditional ideas about how 
people should behave e.g. the way women 
should behave 2. set free from enemy control 
liberating /'liboreitig/ adj which liberates 
you 

liberation /.libo'reiJXojn/ noun setting 
free. Synonym freedom. Antonym captivity 
libertarian /.libo'teorion/ noun a person 
who believes in freedom of thought and 
action 

liberty /'liboti/ noun 1. freedom o When he 
was in prison he wrote poems about his lost 
liberty. O Anti-terrorist legislation can be 
seen as an infringement of the liberty of the 
individual. 2. □ at liberty free; not in prison 
O Two of the escaped prisoners are still at 
liberty. □ to be at liberty to do something to 
be free to do something O You are at liberty 
to go now. 

libido /li'biidou/ noun the feeling of want¬ 
ing to have sex 

Libra /'liibro/ noun one of the signs of the 
zodiac, shaped like a pair of scales, covering 
the period 22nd September to 23rd October 
librarian /lai'breorion/ noun a person who 
works in a library 

® library /'laibrori/ noun 1. a place where 
books are kept which can be borrowed O He 
forgot to take his books back to the library. O 
You can't sell it, it’s a library book. 2. a col¬ 
lection of things such as books or records O 
He has a big record library. (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is libraries.) 

libretto /li'bretou/ noun the words of an 
opera or musical (NOTE: The plural is libret¬ 
tos or libretti.) 
lice /lais/i) louse 

(D licence /'lais(o)ns/ noun 1. a document 
which gives official permission to own some¬ 
thing or to do something O She has applied 
for an export licence for these paintings. 2. a 
freedom, especially when used wrongly o 
Designers should be given the licence to 
change the whole design whenever they want. 
3. □ under licence with official permission 
from a owner O The cars are made in South 
America under licence. (NOTE: [all senses] 
The US spelling is license.) 

(D license /'lais(o)ns/ verb to give someone 
official permission to do something O The 
restaurant is licensed to serve beer, wines 
and spirits. O She is licensed to run an em¬ 
ployment agency. Synonym certify ■ noun 
USfy licence 

licensed /'lais(9)nst/ adj which has a 
licence to do something 
licensee /,lais(3)n'si:/ noun a person who 
has a licence for a particular activity, espe¬ 
cially a person who is in charge of a public 
house 


license plate 

license plate /'lais(3)ns pleit/ noun US a 
number plate on a vehicle 
lichen /'laiksn, 'litJan/ noun a very small 
plant which grows on the surface of stones or 
trunks of trees 

® lick /lik/ noun 1. a gentle movement of 
the tongue across the surface of something o 
The dog gave him a friendly lick. O Can I 
have a lick of your ice cream? 2. a quick coat 
of paint O The door could do with a lick of 
paint. 3. □ a lick and a promise a quick 
wash ( informal ) ■ verb 1. to make a gentle 
movement with your tongue across the sur¬ 
face of something O You shouldn't lick the 
plate when you've finished your pudding. O 
They licked their lips when they saw the 
cakes. □ to lick someone’s boots to do ev¬ 
erything you can to please someone in au¬ 
thority 2. to beat, to hit □ to lick someone 
into shape to train someone to do something 
properly O A few weeks with the army and 
he 'll soon be licked into shape. 
licorice /'likoris/ noun US spelling of 
liquorice 

<3> lid /lid/ noun a covering for a container, 
sometimes with a handle O Where's the lid of 
the black saucepan? O He managed to get 
the lid off the jam jar. Synonym top 
(D lie /lai/ verb 1 . to say something which is 
not true O She was lying when she said she 
had been at home all evening. O He lied 
about the accident to the headmaster. (NOTE: 
in this meaning: lying - lied) 2. to be in a 
flat position; to be in a particular place O Six 
soldiers lay dead on the ground. O The dog 
spends the evening lying in front of the fire. O 
There were bits of paper and cigarette pack¬ 
ets lying all over the pavement. O The city of 
Quito lies near the equator. (NOTE: lying - 
lay - lain) □ to lie in wait for someone to 
hide and wait for someone to come so as to 
attack him ■ noun something which is not 
true O That's a lie! - don't believe what he 
says. O Someone has been telling lies about 
her. Antonym truth 

lie detector /lai di'tekto/ noun a machine 
which is used to check if someone is telling 
the truth, e.g. when the police are questioning 
them 

(D lie down /,lai 'daun/ verb to put yourself 
in a flat position, especially on a bed 
lie-down /'lai daun/ noun a short rest (in¬ 
formal) 

® lie in /,lai 'in/ verb to stay in bed late in 
the morning ( informal ) o I think I’ll lie in this 
morning. 

® lie-in /'laiin/ noun (informal) □ to have a 
lie-in to stay in bed longer than usual O / 
can't wait until Saturday comes, then I can 
have a lie-in. 

® lie low /lai 'lou/ verb to keep hidden and 
quiet 


lifeguard 

lieu /lju:/ noun {old) □ in lieu of in place of 

O When she was sacked she was given four 
weeks ’ pay in lieu of notice. O He accepted a 
car in lieu of payment. 

® lieutenant /lef 'tenant/ noun 1. a rank in 
the armed forces below a captain O The lieu¬ 
tenant has to report to his captain. 2. some¬ 
one whose job is to help an important person 
O The mayor came into the room with two of 
his lieutenants. 

(D life /laif/ noun 1. the time when you are 
alive O He spent his whole life working on 
the farm. □ in early life when you are a child 
O In early life he lived in the country. □ for 
life for as long as someone is alive O They 
put him behind bars for life. O His pension 
gives him a comfortable income for life. □ a 
matter of life and death a very serious mat¬ 
ter O Call the hospital immediately - it’s a 
matter of life arid death. □ not on your life! 
certainly not! ( informal ) o Don'tyou want to 
go camping? — Not on your life! □ I can’t for 
the life of me understand I can’t understand 
at all 2. the fact of being a living person □ to 
lose your life to die o Several lives were lost 
when the ship sank. □ saved my life saved 
me from dying □ to take your life or own 
life to kill yourself O In a fit of despair she 
took her life. 3. an experience O Life can be 
hard when you don't have much money. O 
Being a miner is a hard life. 4. living things 
O Is there life on Mars? □ there’s no sign of 
life in the house it looks as though there is 
no one in it 5. enthusiasm or energy O The 
young actors injected some life into the old 
play. O The film comes to life when she ap¬ 
pears on the screen. O She’s always full of 
life. 6. a biography, the written story of 
someone’s life O She has written a life of 
Henry VIII. 

lifebelt /'laifbelt/ noun a large ring which 
helps to prevent you from sinking in water 
(NOTE: Another US term is life preserver.) 
lifeboat /'laifbout/ noun a special boat 
used to save people from danger at sea 
lifebuoy /'laif.boi/ noun a float used in an 
emergency to keep somebody’s head and 
shoulders above water until help arrives 
life cycle /'laif ,saik(o)l/ noun all the 
changes which a living creature goes through 
during its life 

life expectancy /laif ik'spektonsi/ noun 
1. the number of years that a person or ani¬ 
mal is likely to live O Average life expec¬ 
tancy has increased to over 80 for women. 2. 
the length of time that something is expected 
to continue O The life expectancy of this gov¬ 
ernment is short - it only has a majority of 
one in Parliament. 

lifeguard /'laifgaid/ noun a person who is 
on duty on a beach or at a swimming pool, 
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and who saves people who get into difficulty 
in the water 

life insurance /'laif injuorons/ noun a 
type of insurance paying an amount of 
money to your family if you die (NOTE: For 
life insurance, British English prefers to use 
the word assurance.) 

life jacket /'laif ,d 3 aekit/ noun something 
which you wear when you are on a boat and 
which will prevent you from sinking if you 
fall into the water (NOTE: Another US term is 

life preserver.) 

lifeless /'laiflos/ adj 1 . not alive o Her life¬ 
less body was washed up on the shore. 2. not 
lively O The dancers ’ performance was life¬ 
less and the audience booed them at the end 
of the ballet. 

lifelike /'laiflaik/ adj just like a living 
person 

lifeline /'laiflain/ noun 1. a rope thrown to 
a person who is sinking in water O They 
threw him a lifeline from the boat. 2. the help 
given to someone in difficulties O The schol¬ 
arship offers a lifeline to young writers. O 
The government grant is a lifeline which 
helps them put on exhibitions of young paint¬ 
ers ’ work at their gallery. 
lifelong /'laiflDr)/ adj lasting your whole 
life. Synonym enduring. Antonym 
temporary 

life raft /'laif raift/ noun a small boat car¬ 
ried on a ship people to use if the ship sinks 
life saving /'laif ,seivip/ noun the practice 
of saving people from sinking in water O He 
took a course in life saving before becoming 
a guard at the swimming pool. ■ adj which 
saves lives O The surgeon performed a 
life-saving operation on the little girl. 
life sciences /laif 'saionsiz/ plural noun 
the sciences which involve the study of ani¬ 
mals and plants 

life sentence /,laif 'sentons/ noun the 
punishment of being sent to prison for many 
years for committing murder 
life-size /laif saiz/ adj the same size as the 
real thing 

life-sized /'laif saizd/ adj an object such as 
a statue or painting which is the same size as 
the real thing or person 
(D life-span /'laif spaen/ noun the length of 
time something exists 

life Story /laif 'stoiri/ noun a detailed ac¬ 
count of all the events of someone’s life 
<S> lifestyle /'laifstail/ noun the way in 
which someone or a group of people live. 
Synonym way of life 

life-threatening /'laif ,0ret(»nir)/ adj 
which may kill. Synonym dangerous 
lifetime /'laiftaim/ noun the time when 
you are alive □ the chance of a lifetime the 
best chance you are ever likely to get o Take 


light 

the offer - it's the chance of a lifetime. □ in 
my lifetime while I am alive o I don’t expect 
to see that happen in my lifetime. O I hope to 
see men on Mars in my lifetime. 

® lift /lift/ noun 1. a machine which takes 
people up or down from one floor to another 
in a building O Take the lift to the tenth floor. 
O Push the button to call the lift. O Your 
room is on the fifteenth floor, so you had 
better use the lift. (NOTE: The US term is el¬ 
evator.) 2. a ride in a car offered to someone 
O She gave me a lift to the station. □ to hitch 
a lift to ask a driver to take you as a passen¬ 
ger, usually by standing by the side of the 
road and holding up your thumb or a sign 
saying where you want to go O He hitched a 
lift to Birmingham. O Her car broke down 
and she hitched a lift from a passing motor¬ 
ist. 3. □ chair lift, ski lift chairs which take 
skiers to the top of a mountain slope O The 
chair lift takes about ten minutes to reach the 
top. ■ verb 1 . to pick something up or move 
it to a higher position O My briefcase is so 
heavy I can hardly lift it off the floor. O He 
lifted the little girl up so that she could see 
the procession. O He hurt his back lifting the 
box down from the shelf 2. to remove O The 
government has lifted the ban on selling 
guns. 3. to go away O The fog had lifted by 
lunchtime. 4. to copy O Whole sections of his 
book were lifted from one I wrote two years 
ago. 

lift-off /'lift Df/ noun the act of sending a 

spacecraft up into the air 

lift shaft /'lift J’aift/ noun a hole inside a 

building in which a lift moves up and down 

ligament /'ligomont/ noun a thick band of 

fibrous tissue which connects the bones at a 

joint 

(D light /lait/ noun 1. brightness, the oppo¬ 
site of darkness O I can’t read the map by the 
light of the moon. O There’s not enough light 
to take a photo. □ to stand in someone’s 
light to stand between someone and where 
the light is coming from 2. an electric bulb 
which gives light O Turn the light on - I 
can’t see to read. O It’s dangerous to ride a 
bicycle with no lights. O In the fog, I could 
just see the red lights of the car in front of 
me. □ there’s light at the end of the tunnel 
there is some hope that everything will be all 
right ( informal ) 3. a way of making some¬ 
thing such as a cigarette start to bum O Can 
you give me a light? or do you have a light? 
4. □ to cast or throw light on something to 
make something easier to understand O The 
papers throw light on how the minister 
reached his decision. □ to come to light to 
be discovered O Documents have come to 
light which could help the police in their in¬ 
vestigations. □ in the light of something 
when something is considered O In the light 


light aircraft 

of the reports in the press, can the minister 
explain his decision? ■ verb 1. to start to 
bum, to make something start to bum O He is 
trying to get the fire to light. O Can you light 
the candles on the birthday cake? O He 
couldn’t get the fire to light. O Light a candle 
- it’s dark in the cellar. 2. to give light to 
something O The full moon lit the village, so 
we could see the church clearly. O Flood¬ 
lights were brought in to light the accident 
site. (NOTE: lighting - lit /lit/) ■ adj 1. not 
heavy O I can lift this box easily - it’s quite 
light or it’s as light as a feather. O You need 
light clothing for tropical countries. O She’s 
just been ill, and can only do light work. 2. 
pale O He was wearing a light green shirt. O 
I prefer a light carpet to a dark one. 3. hav¬ 
ing a lot of light so that you can see well O 
The big windows make the kitchen very light. 
O It was six o ’clock in the morning and just 
getting light. 4. not very serious O I like to 
listen to light music when I am doing the 
cooking. O She took some detective novels as 
light reading on the train. (NOTE: lighter - 
lightest) ■ adv □ to travel light to travel 
with very little luggage O If you ’re hitching 
across Australia, it’s best to travel light. 
light aircraft /lait 'eo.kraift/ noun a small 
plane 

® light bulb /'lait bAlb/ noun a glass ball 
which gives electric light 
lighten /'laitn/ verb 1 . to make or become 
brighter, not so dark O You can lighten the 
room by painting it white. O The sky light¬ 
ened as dawn broke. 2. to make or become 
lighter, not so heavy O I’ll have to lighten my 
backpack - it’s much too heavy. 3. to make 
someone happier, less gloomy O The news 
has lightened the gloom in the office 
considerably. 

light entertainment /lait ,ento- 
'teinmont/ noun entertainment that is not se¬ 
rious, usually involving things such as telling 
jokes, singing, dancing or popular music 
lighter /'laito/ noun 1 . a small object used 
for lighting things such as cigarettes O Can I 
borrow your lighter? - mine has run out of 
gas. 2. a boat for carrying goods from a large 
ship to land O Cranes were unloading the 
cargo into lighters. ■ adjfy light 
light-fingered /,lait 'firjgod/ adj who 
tends to steal things 

light-headed /,lait 'hedid/ adj with the 
feeling that you are going to fall down 
light-hearted /,lait 'haitid/ adj happy, not 
very serious 

light heavyweight /'lait 'heviweit/ 
noun the weight of boxer above middle¬ 
weight and below heavyweight 
lighthouse /'laithaus/ noun a tall building 
near the sea containing a bright light to show 


like 

ships where there rocks (NOTE: The plural is 
lighthouses /'laithauziz/.) 
light industry /,lait 'indostri/ noun an in¬ 
dustry which makes small products, such as 
clothes, books or things you use in the home 
<D lighting /'laitig/ noun the light in a 
place. Synonym illumination 
lightly /'laitli/ adv 1. gently, without force 
O She touched my arm lightly. O I always 
sleep lightly and wake up several times each 
night. 2. not severely □ she was lucky to get 
off so lightly she was lucky not to be pun¬ 
ished 3. without much rich food O She al¬ 
ways eats lightly at lunchtime. 4. not very 
much O some lightly cooked vegetables 
® lightning /'laitnip/ noun 1. a flash of 
electricity in the sky, followed by thunder O 
The storm approached with thunder and 
lightning. 2. □ like lightning very fast O 
Deer can run like lightning. 
light-sensitive /lait 'sensitiv/ adj which 
reacts to light 

light socket /'lait .sokit/ noun the part of 
a lamp where the bulb is fitted 
(D light up /,lait 'Ap/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing bright O The flames from the burning 
petrol store lit up the night sky. O The fire¬ 
work display lit up the gardens and the lake. 
2. to become bright and happy O Her face lit 
up when she saw the presents under the 
Christmas tree. 3. to start to smoke O Please 
do not light up until coffee has been served. 
lightweight /'laitweit/ adj 1. made of light 
cloth O At last we have some hot weather and 
a chance to wear lightweight clothes. 2. 
without much influence or importance O 
He’s quite sensible, but only a lightweight 
member of the committee. ■ noun a weight of 
a boxer between featherweight and welter¬ 
weight O the lightweight champion O a light¬ 
weight title fight 

® light year /'lait jio/ noun 1. the distance 
travelled by light during one year,equal to 
about 9.3 billion kilometres O Stars are light 
years from earth. 2. □ light years apart very 
different O The new model is light years in 
advance of its competitors. 

(X) like /laik/ adj similar, nearly the same o 
sociology, psychology and like subjects. Ant¬ 
onym dissimilar ■ prep 1. similar to, in the 
same way as O What’s that record? - it 
sounds like Elgar. O He’s like his mother in 
many ways, but he has his father’s nose. O 
Like you, I don’t get on with the new boss. O 
The picture doesn’t look like him at all. O He 
can swim like a fish. O It tastes like strawber¬ 
ries. □ it feels like snow it feels as if it is go¬ 
ing to snow □ do you feel like a cup of 
coffee? do you want a cup of coffee? 2. ask¬ 
ing someone to describe something o What 
was the weather like when you were on holi¬ 
day? O What’s he like, her new boyfriend? ■ 
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adv □ as like as not probably o As like as 
not, Dan will arrive late. ■ conj in the same 
way as O She looks just like I did at her age. 
■ verb 1. to have pleasant feelings about 
something or someone O Do you like the new 
manager? O She doesn’t like eating meat. O 
How does he like his new job? O No one likes 
driving in rush hour traffic. O In the evening, 
I like to sit quietly and read the newspaper. 
2. to want O I’d like you to meet one of our 
sales executives. O I’d like to go to Paris next 
week. O Take as many apples as you like. ■ 
noun 1 . a thing which you like o We try to 
take account of the likes and dislikes of indi¬ 
vidual customers. 2. □ the likes of someone 
like O The likes of him should not be allowed 
in. 

likeable /'laikob(9)l/ adj pleasant 
likelihood /'laiklihud/ noun the chance of 
something happening. Synonym probability 
(D likely /'laikli/ adj which you think is go¬ 
ing to happen O It’s likely to snow this week¬ 
end. O He’s not likely to come to the party. O 
Is that at all likely? (NOTE: likelier - likeli¬ 
est) ■ adv probably o Most likely he’s gone 
home. □ not likely! certainly not O Are you 
going to the office party? - Not likely! 
like-minded /,laik 'maindid/ adj who has 
the same opinions 

liken /'laikon/ verb □ to liken something to 
something to compare two things, by show¬ 
ing how one is similar to the other O Can I 
liken her to a ray of sunlight? O He likened 
being tackled by the South African forward to 
being hit by a rhino. 

likeness /'laiknos/ noun 1 . a picture or 
other object which looks like someone o The 
sketch is an astonishing likeness of grand¬ 
mother. 2. the fact of being like someone else 
O There is a strong family likeness in all the 
children. (NOTE: The plural is likenesses.) 
likewise /'laikwaiz/ adv in the same way. 
Synonym similarly 

® liking /'laikip/ noun a pleasant feeling to¬ 
wards someone or something □ to take a lik¬ 
ing to someone to start to like someone o 
The manager has taken a liking to her. 
lilac /'lailok/ noun 1 . a tree with purple or 
white flowers O They have a pretty lilac in 
their front garden. 2. a pale purple colour O 
They painted the bathroom a deep lilac. ■ 
adj pale purple O She wore a lilac dress and 
gloves. 

lilt /lilt/ noun a way of speaking or singing 
with a light well-marked rhythm. Synonym 

intonation 

lilting /'liltig/ ad; which has a lilt 
lily /'lili/ noun a type of flower shaped like a 
trumpet, which grows from a bulb (NOTE: 
The plural is lilies.) 


lily-of-the-valley /,lili ov do 1 vaeli/ noun 
a spring plant which has small bell-shaped 
white flowers and a pleasant smell (NOTE: 

The plural is lilies-of-the-valley or 
lily-of-the-valley.) 

d> limb /lim/ noun 1 . a leg or arm o He was 
lucky not to break a limb in the accident. □ 
danger to life and limb danger that someone 
may be hurt O When he’s on his motorbike 
he’s a danger to life and limb. 2. a branch of 
a tree □ out on a limb in a difficult situation 
O He feels out on a limb, with no one to share 
responsibility for running the company. 
limber /'limbo/ verb □ to limber up to do 
exercises to warm your muscles before play¬ 
ing a sport O The athletes were limbering up 
before the race. 

limbo /'limbou/ noun 1. a place between 
heaven and hell, where people who are not 
baptised are said to go when they die O In 
medieval times, some poor souls were con¬ 
demned to wander in limbo for ever. 2. the 
position of being halfway between two stages 
O After losing his seat in the election he now 
finds himself in political limbo. 
limbo dancing /'limbou ,da:nsip/ noun a 
West Indian dance where the dancer bends 
his or her body backwards to pass under a 
low horizontal bar 

lime /laim/ noun 1. a white substance con¬ 
taining calcium, used in making cement O 
The builder ordered some bags of lime. 
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 2. a small 
yellowish-green tropical fruit like a lemon or 
the tree which bears such fruit O You need 
the juice of two limes to make this recipe. 
lime green /,laim 'gri:n/ adj, noun the 
bright green colour of lime, the fruit 
limelight /'laimlait/ noun attention or 
publicity 

limerick /'limonk/ noun a type of funny 
poem with five lines 

limestone /'laimstoun/ noun a common 
white sedimentary rock 
lime tree /laim tri:/, lime /laim/ noun a 
northern tree with yellowish flowers and 
smooth leaves which fall off in the winter 
(D limit /'limit/ noun the furthest point be¬ 
yond which you cannot go □ over the limit 
with more alcohol in your blood than is al¬ 
lowed by law O The breath test showed he 
was way over the limit. □ within limits in a 
way which is not extreme O We ’re prepared 
to help you within limits. □ that’s the limit! 
that’s too much, that’s more than I can stand! 
■ verb not to allow something to go beyond a 
certain point O Her parents limited the num¬ 
ber of evenings she could go out. O The trea¬ 
surer wants to limit expenditure on flowers. 
Synonym control. Antonym deregulate 
d) limitation /,limi'teij(3)n/ noun 1. the 
act of limiting someone or something 2. a 


limited 
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thing which stops you going further O the 
limitations of a machine □ to know your 
limitations to know what you are capable of 
doing O I’d love to go hang-gliding but I 
know my limitations. 3. □ statute of limita¬ 
tions law which allows only a certain amount 
of time, usually six years, for someone to 
start a legal case to claim damages 
(D limited /'limitid/ adj which has been 
limited 

limited company /.limitid 'kAmp(o)ni/, 
limited liability company /.limitid laio- 
'biliti ,kAmp(3)ni/ noun a private company 
in which the shareholders are only responsi¬ 
ble for the company’s debts up to the amount 
of capital they have put in (NOTE: Limited 
companies are abbreviated to Ltd in the 
company name: Jones & Black, Ltd.) 
limited edition /.limitid i'diJ(o)n/ noun 
something of which only a few copies are 
printed or made, usually no more than 1,000 
limiting /'limitir)/ adj which limits □ limit¬ 
ing factor something which sets a limit to 
something O The size of the room is a limit¬ 
ing factor - it will only hold fifty people. O 
The limiting factor is the amount of money 
we can allocate to the project. 
limitless /'limitlos/ adj without any limit. 
Antonym limited 

limousine /limo'ziin/, limo /'limou/ noun 
a large expensive car, especially one that is 
longer than usual 

limp /limp/ noun an uneven way of walk¬ 
ing, when one leg hurts or is shorter than the 
other O His limp has improved since his op¬ 
eration. ■ verb to walk in a way which is af¬ 
fected by having an injured leg or foot O 
After the accident she limped badly. Syn¬ 
onym hobble ■ adj soft, not stiff o All we 
had as a salad was two limp lettuce leaves. O 
He gave me a limp handshake. O She went 
limp and we had to give her a glass of water. 
limpet /'limpit/ noun a small shellfish 
shaped like a flat cone, which attaches itself 
firmly to rocks 

limply /'limpli/ adv in a limp way 
linchpin /'lintjpin/ noun 1. a pin which 
goes through an axle to hold a wheel on 2. a 
person or part of a machine that is very 
important 

linctus /'lirjktos/ noun a sweet cough 
medicine 

(2) line /lain/ noun 1 . a long thin mark o She 
drew a straight line across the sheet of pa¬ 
per. O Parking isn’t allowed on yellow lines. 
O The tennis ball went over the line. □ to 
draw the line at to refuse to do o / don’t 
mind having a cup of coffee with the boss, but 
I draw the line at having to invite him for a 
meal at home. 2. a long string O She hung her 
washing on the (washing) line. O He sat with 
his fishing line in the river, waiting for a fish. 


3. a wire along which telephone messages are 
sent O The snow brought down the telephone 
lines. O Can you speak louder - the line is 
bad. □ to be on the line to be talking to 
someone on the telephone O Don’t interrupt 
-I’m on the line to New York. O Do you want 
to speak to Charles while he's on the line? 4. 
a long row of people or things O We had to 
stand in (a) line for half an hour to get into 
the exhibition. O The line of lorries stretched 
for miles at the frontier. 5. a row of written or 
printed words O He printed the first two lines 
and showed them to me. O Can you read the 
bottom line on the chart? □ to drop someone 
a line to send someone a short letter (infor¬ 
mal) O I’ll drop you a line when I get to New 
York. 6. □ lines words learnt and then spoken 
by an actor O He forgot his lines and had to 
be prompted. 7. a way of doing things □ in 
line with according to O We acted in line 
with the decision taken at the meeting. □ to 
take a hard line not to be weak O The head¬ 
master takes a hard line with boys who sell 
drugs in the playground. 8. a type of work O 
What’s his line of business? 9. a series of dif¬ 
ferent products, all sold or made by the same 
company O We sell several lines of refrigera¬ 
tors. O I’m afraid we don’t stock that line any 
more. ■ verb 1 . to stand side by side in a line 
O Soldiers were lining the streets. 2. to put a 
lining inside something, especially a piece of 
clothing O His jacket is lined with red silk. 
lineage /'laimd 3 / noun all the people of 
someone’s family who lived before they did, 
used especially when you are referring to a 
family of high social status. Synonym 
ancestry 

linear /'linio/ adj 1. referring to lines o a 
linear diagram 2. referring to length O A 
metre is a linear measurement. 

(D lined /laind/ adj 1 . with lines on it 2. with 
people or things standing side by side □ an 
avenue lined with trees, a tree-lined ave¬ 
nue an street with trees along both sides 3. 
with a lining inside O You’ll need fur-lined 
boots in Canada. 

lined paper /laind 'peipo/ noun paper 
with lines printed on it 
line drawing /'lain .dronr)/ noun a picture 
which has been drawn with a pen or pencil 
and shows only lines 

line manager /'lain .mamid^o/ noun a 
manager in a company who is involved in 
production or the central part of the business 
and who is in charge of the employees in that 
part of the company 

linen /'limn/ noun 1 . a cloth made from flax 
O He bought a white linen suit. 2. underwear 
O You should change your linen more often 
in hot weather. □ to wash your dirty linen 
in public to tell personal secrets about your- 


liner 

self and your family O Politicians try to be 
careful not to wash their dirty linen in public. 
liner /'laino/ noun 1. a thing used for lining 
2. □ eye liner makeup for putting round the 
eyes 3. a large passenger ship o They went on 
a cruise round the Caribbean on an Ameri¬ 
can liner. 

linesman /■ lainzmon/ noun 1. a man who 
looks after electric, telephone or railway lines 
O The linesmen struggled for days to restore 
power to the areas that had been cut off by 
the storm. (NOTE: The US term is lineman.) 
2. an official who stays on the side of the 
playing area in a game to see if the ball goes 
over the line, and helps the referee to spot 
any breaking of the rules O After consulting 
with his linesman, the referee awarded a free 
kick. O The linesman flagged that the ball 
had gone out of play. (NOTE: The plural is 
linesmen.) 

<S> line up /.lain 'Ap/ verb to stand in a line 
O Line up over there if you want to take the 
next boat. 

line-up /'lain Ap/ noun a group or list of 
people 

@ linger /'lirjgo/ verb to stay longer than 
necessary, longer than expected 
lingerie /'l 2 en 3 ori/ noun women’s 
underwear 

lingering /’liggorir)/ adj which remains for 
some time 

<S> linguist /'lirjgwist/ noun 1. a person 
who knows foreign languages well O Only 
the very best linguists can hope to become in¬ 
terpreters for the EU. 2. a person who studies 
linguistics O Linguists have discovered simi¬ 
larities between Sanskrit and ancient Greek. 

(D linguistic /lirj'gwistik/ adj referring to 
language or languages 

<S> linguistics /lig'gwistiks/ noun the sci¬ 
ence of language 

lining /'lainir)/ noun material put on the in¬ 
side of something, especially of a piece of 
clothing O You ’ll need a coat with a warm 
lining if you’re going to Canada in winter. O 
She has a pair of boots with a fur lining. □ 
every cloud has a silver lining although a 
situation may seem bad there is always some 
aspect of it which is good 
® link/lirjk/ noun 1. a thing which connects 
two things or places O The Channel Tunnel 
provides a fast rail link between England and 
France. 2. one of the rings in a chain O A 
chain with solid gold links. ■ verb to join to¬ 
gether O They linked arms and walked down 
the street. O His salary is linked to the cost of 
living. O All the rooms are linked to the main 
switchboard. O Eurostar links London and 
Paris or Brussels. Synonym connect 
linking verb /'lirjkig V3ib/ noun same as 
copula 


liquidation 

(§> link up /.lirjk 'Ap/ verb to join two or 
more things together O We have been able to 
link up all our computers to form a network. 
link-up /'lirjk Ap/ noun a connection be¬ 
tween two things 

linoleum /li'nouliom/ noun a hard smooth 
floor covering, made in large rolls 
lion /'laion/ noun 1. a large wild animal of 
the cat family O Lions can be seen in African 
safari parks. (NOTE: The female is a lioness 
and the young are cubs.) 2. □ the lion’s 
share the biggest part o Pat took £750, the 
lion’s share of the £1000 prize. 
lioness /'laiones/ noun a female lion 
® lip /lip/ noun 1. one of the two fleshy 
parts forming the outside of the mouth O Put 
some cream on your lips to stop them getting 
chapped. □ to lick your lips to show that you 
expect something to be enjoyable O They 
licked their lips when they saw the cakes. □ 
my lips are sealed I have promised not to 
say anything 2. the edge of a round deep con¬ 
tainer such as a cup O There's a chip on the 
lip of that cup. 3. the edge of a round deep 
hole in the ground O They stood on the lip of 
the crater and looked down into the volcano. 
lip-read /'lip ri:d/ verb (of a deaf person) 
to understand what someone says by watch¬ 
ing the movements of his or her lips (NOTE: 
lip-reading - lip-read /'lipred/) 
lip service /'lip ,s3ivis/ noun □ to pay lip 
service to something to appear to respect or 
obey something when in fact you do not O 
The management pays lip service to sexual 
equality, but none of the directors is a 
woman. O He pays lip service to the party’s 
ideas but in reality does very much what he 
wants. 

® lipstick /'lipstik/ noun a substance for 
colouring the lips 

liquefy /'likwifai/ verb to become liquid. 
Antonym solidify 

liqueur /li'kjuo, li'k3i/ noun strong sweet 
alcohol, made from fruit or herbs 
liquid /'likwid/ noun a substance like wa¬ 
ter, which flows easily and which is neither a 
gas nor a solid O You will need to drink more 
liquids in hot weather. Synonym fluid ■ adj 
which is neither gas nor solid, and which 
flows easily O a bottle of liquid soap 
liquid assets /.likwid 'aesets/ plural noun 
cash, or items which can easily be changed 
into cash 

liquidate /'likwideit/ verb □ to liquidate a 
company to close a company and sell every¬ 
thing it owns O The bank has decided to liq¬ 
uidate the company rather than to try and 
sell it as a going concern. 
liquidation /,likwi'deij(3)n/ noun the 
closing of a company and selling of every¬ 
thing it owns. Synonym insolvency □ the 
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liquidator 

company went into liquidation the com¬ 
pany was closed and everything which it 
owned was sold 

liquidator /'likwideito/ noun a person 
named to be in charge of the closing of a 
company which is in liquidation 
liquidise /'likwidaiz/, liquidize verb to 
crush food such as fruit or vegetables in a 
special machine so that they become liquid 
liquidity /li'kwiditi/ noun having cash or 
assets which can be changed into cash 
liquidiser /'likwidaizo/, liquidizer noun a 
machine which makes food liquid 
liquor /'liko/ noun an alcoholic drink 
liquorice /'likoris/ noun a black substance 
from the root of a plant, used to make sweets 
and also in medicine (NOTE: The US spelling 
is licorice.) 

liquor licence /'liko ,lais(o)ns/ noun an 
official document which gives someone per¬ 
mission to sell alcohol 

liquor store /'liko sto:/ noun US a shop 
which sells alcohol (NOTE: The British term 

is off-licence.) 

lisp /lisp/ noun a speech difficulty in which 
‘s’ is pronounced as ‘th’ O She speaks with a 
lisp. ■ verb to speak with a lisp O He lisps, 
which makes him difficult to understand. 

3) list /list/ noun 1 . a number of things such 
as names or addresses, written or said one af¬ 
ter another O We’ve drawn up a list of people 
to invite to the party. O He was ill, so we 
crossed his name off the list. O The names on 
the list are in alphabetical order. □ to be on 
the sick list to be reported sick □ to be on 
the danger or critical list to be dangerously 
ill O After the accident, she was on the criti¬ 
cal list for some hours. 2. a book or docu¬ 
ment containing information in the form of a 
list 3. a situation where a boat leans to one 
side O The trawler had taken in water and 
had developed a 5° list. ■ verb 1 . to say or to 
write a number of things one after the other O 
The contents are listed on the label. O She 
listed the ingredients on the back of an enve¬ 
lope. O The catalogue lists twenty-three mod¬ 
els of washing machine. 2. {of a ship) to lean 
to one side O The ship was listing badly and 
the crew had to be taken off by helicopter. 
listed building /.listid 'bildirj/ noun GB 
a building which is considered important be¬ 
cause of its architecture or history, and which 
cannot be taken down or changed without the 
permission of the local authority 
® listen /'lis(3)n/ verb to pay attention to 
someone who is talking or to something 
which you can hear O Don’t make a noise - 
I’m trying to listen to a music programme. O 
Why don’t you listen to what I tell you? □ to 
listen out for to wait to see if something 
makes a noise O Can you listen out for the 
telephone while I’m in the garden? 


literature 

listener /'lis(9)no/ noun a person who 
listens 

listing /'listig/ noun a published list of 
information 

listless /'list(9)los/ adj with no energy, 
weak and tired. Synonym languid. Antonym 
energetic 

listlessly /'listlosli/ adv in a way which 
shows lack of energy 

listlessness /'listlosnos/ noun being gen¬ 
erally weak and tired 

list price /'list prais/ noun a price of 
something as shown in acatalogue 
listserv /'list,S3iv/ noun an Internet ser¬ 
vice allowing users to have online 
discussions 
<D lit /lit/ 1 > light 

-lit /lit/ suffix showing where light comes 
from 

litany /'litoni/ noun 1. a series of prayers 
with repeated responses, used in church O 
The priest and congregation recited the lit¬ 
any. 2. □ a litany of a long list of O She 
started on a litany of complaints about the 
service. 

litchi /'laitji:/, lichee, lychee noun a small 
subtropical fruit with a hard red skin and a 
soft white flesh surrounding a hard shiny 
brown seed 

lite /lait/ adj low in calories, sugar, fat, or 
alcohol 

literacy /'lit(o)r9si/ noun being able to read 
and write. Synonym knowledge 
<D literal /'literal/ adj keeping to the exact 
meaning of the original words O A literal 
translation usually sounds odd. ■ noun a 
mistake made when typing or keyboarding, 
especially where one letter is put in place of 
another O The reviewer found hundreds of 
literals in the index — who was the 
proofreader? 

@ literally /'lit(s)rsli/ adv 1. in a literal 
way O She translated the text literally. 2. in a 
way that is extreme O She was literally horri¬ 
fied by the question. 

® literary /'lit(3)r9ri/ adj referring to 
literature 

literary criticism /,lit(a)reri 
'kritisiz(3)m/ noun assessment of the qual¬ 
ity of works of literature 
literate /'lit(o)r3t/ adj able to read and 
write O Most people in Britain are literate. O 
When he left school he was barely literate. 

® literature /'lit(a)ratj3/ noun 1. books or 
writing, especially when considered to be of 
high quality O She’s studying English and 
American literature. 2. what has been written 
on a particular subject O He knows the litera¬ 
ture on Roman Britain very well. 3. written 
information about something O Do you have 
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any literature on holidays in Greece? (NOTE: 
no plural) 

lithe /laid/ adj able to bend your body eas¬ 
ily. Synonym supple 

lithograph /'liGograif/ noun a print made 
by pressing paper onto a smooth surface 
where the design has been made in grease 
and ink has been put on it 
litigate /'lit igeit/ verb to go to law, to bring 
a legal case against someone to have a dis¬ 
agreement settled 

litigation /,liti'geij(3)n/ noun an act of 
bringing a legal case against someone in or¬ 
der to have a disagreement settled (NOTE: no 
plural) 

® litre /'lilts/ noun a measurement for liq¬ 
uids, equal to about one and three-quarter 
pints (NOTE: usually written I or L after fig¬ 
ures: 25 I, say ‘twenty-five litres'. The US 
spelling is liter.) 

litter /'lito/ noun 1. rubbish left on streets or 
in public places O The council tries to keep 
the main street clear of litter. (NOTE: no plu¬ 
ral in this meaning) 2. a group of young ani¬ 
mals bom at one time O She had a litter of 
eight puppies. ■ verb to drop mbbish in a 
place O The street was littered with bits of 
paper. 

litter bin /'lit3 bin/ noun a metal container 
in the street for putting litter in 
<D little /'lit(o)l/ adj 1. small, not big o They 
have two children - a baby boy and a little 
girl. (NOTE: no comparative or superlative 
forms in this sense) 2. not much o We drink 
very little milk. O A TV uses very little elec¬ 
tricity. O He looked at it for a little while. 
(NOTE: little - less - least /liist/) ■ pron □ 
a little a small quantity O I’m not hungry - 
just give me a little of that soup. O Can I have 
a little more coffee please? ■ adv not much; 
not often O It’s little more than two miles 
from the sea. O We go to the cinema very lit¬ 
tle these days. 

little by little /,lit(3)l bai 'lit(9)l/ adv 
gradually 

little finger /'lit(9)l .figgs/ noun the 
smallest of the five fingers □ she can twist 
him round her little finger she can get him 
to do whatever she wants 
little toe /'lit( 3)1 tau/ noun the smallest of 
the five toes 

livable /'liV9b(9)l/ adj 1. comfortable to 
live in 2. which you can bear 
<D live adj /laiv/ 1. living, not dead o There 
are strict rules about transporting live ani¬ 
mals. O Guess who’s moved to the house next 
door? - a real live TV star. 2. carrying elec¬ 
tricity O Don’t touch the live wires. O The 
boys were killed trying to jump over the live 
rail. 3. not recorded O a live radio show ■ 
adv /laiv/ not recorded o The show was 


broadcast live. ■ verb /liv/ 1. to have your 
home in a place O They have gone to live in 
France. O Do you prefer living in the country 
to the town? O He lives next door to a film 
star. O Where does your daughter live? 2. to 
be alive O King Henry VIII lived in the 16th 
century. O The doctor doesn’t think she will 
live much longer. 

live down /,liv 'daun/ verb to stop being 
embarrassed by something which has finally 
been forgotten by everyone □ he’ll never 
live it down it will never be forgotten 
(§> live in /,liv 'in/ verb to live in the build¬ 
ing where you work 

live-in /'liv in/ adj who lives in the place of 
work 

livelihood /'laivlihud/ noun a way of earn¬ 
ing your living 

liveliness /'laivlinss/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing energetic and enthusiastic. Antonym 

lethargy 

<D lively /'laivli/ adj very active. Synonym 

energetic. Antonym lethargic (NOTE: live¬ 
lier - liveliest) 

liven up /,laiv(3)n '\p/ verb to make some¬ 
thing more lively. Synonym enliven 
d> live off /'liv Df/ verb to earn money from 
(D live on /'liv on/ verb to use food or 
money to stay alive 

liver /'livs/ noun 1. a large organ in the ab¬ 
domen which helps your body to process 
food and cleans the blood O Her liver was 
damaged in the car crash. 2. animal’s liver 
used as food O I’ll start with chicken liver 
pate. O He looked at the menu and ordered 
liver and bacon. 

live rail /'laiv reil/ noun a rail which car¬ 
ries electricity for electric trains 
livery /'livsri/ noun 1. special clothing of a 
group of servants or of an organisation O Ev¬ 
ery employee has to wear the hotel’s distinc¬ 
tive livery. 2. a special design used to show 
that something belongs to an organisation O 
British Airways have changed the livery of 
all their planes. 3. looking after horses for 
payment 

<D lives /laivz/ 1 > life 

livestock /'laivstok/ noun farm animals, 
which are kept to produce meat, milk or other 
products (NOTE: no plural) 

<D live through /'liv 0ru:/ verb to experi¬ 
ence something dangerous 
@ live together /'liv ts.geda/ verb (of two 
people) to live in the same house and have a 
sexual relationship 

d> live up /,liv 'Ap/ verb □ to live up to ex¬ 
pectations to succeed as was expected o The 
film didn’t live up to the hype that preceded 
it. 

live wire /laiv 'warn/ noun a very lively 
person ( informal ) 
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© live with /'liv wid/ verb 1. to put up with 
something O As for aircraft noise - you ’ll 
just have to live with it. 2. □ to live with 
someone to live in the same house as some¬ 
one else as if married o He lives with a writer 
of children’s books. 

livid /'livid/ adj 1. dark blue grey like the 
colour of lead O The livid bruise on her eye 
where he had hit her. 2. extremely angry O 
Her father was livid when he heard she had 
spent the night with her boyfriend. 

© living /'livig/ adj alive o Does she have 
any living relatives? □ within living mem¬ 
ory which can be remembered by people 
who are alive today O An old farmhouse 
stood near the church within living memory. 
■ noun 1. money that you need for things 
such as food and clothes O He earns his liv¬ 
ing by selling postcards to tourists. □ what 
do you do for a living? what job do you do? 
□ not earn a living wage not earn enough to 
pay for the things you need such as food, 
heating and rent 2. □ cost of living money 
which a person has to pay for things such as 
food, heating and rent O Higher interest rates 
increase the cost of living. 

© living room /'livir) ruim/ noun (in a 
house or flat) a comfortable room for sitting 
in 

living standards /'livir) .stasndodz/ plu¬ 
ral noun the quality of personal home life, 
such as the amount and quality of food or 
clothes you can buy or the type of car you 
own O As long as living standards continue 
to improve, everyone is happy. (NOTE: also 
the standard of living) 

© lizard /'lizod/ noun a type of small reptile 
with four legs and a long tail 
llama /'laimo/ noun an animal of the camel 
family, with thick hair, found in South Amer¬ 
ica (NOTE: Do not confuse the spelling with 
lama. Note also that it is usually pro¬ 
nounced /'laimo/ but that in South America 
it is /'jaimo/.) 

lo /lou/ interj ‘look’ □ lo and behold! used 
to introduce something you think is surpris¬ 
ing O We had been waiting for hours for a 
bus when, lo and behold, three came to¬ 
gether. O I turned round, and lo and behold 
the keys had disappeared. 

© load /loud/ noun 1. heavy objects which 
are carried in a vehicle such as truck O The 
lorry delivered a load of bricks. 2. a respon¬ 
sibility, thing which is difficult to live with □ 
that’s a load off my mind I feel much less 
worried O I’ve finished my exams - that’s a 
load off my mind. 3. □ loads of plenty, lots of 
(informal ) o It was a wonderful party - there 
was loads to eat. O You don’t need to rush - 
there’s loads of time before the train leaves. 
O John always has loads of good ideas. ■ 
verb 1. to put something, especially some¬ 


thing heavy, into or on to a vehicle such as a 
truck or van O They loaded the furniture into 
the van. 2. to put bullets into a gun, or a film 
into a camera O They loaded their guns and 
hid behind the wall. 3. to put a program into a 
computer O Load the word-processing pro¬ 
gram before you start keyboarding. 
loaded /'loudid/ adj 1. having a lot of 
money O Chris is loaded - he won the lot¬ 
tery! 2. referring to a gun which contains bul¬ 
lets or a camera which contains a film □ 
loaded dice dice which have a secret weight 
in them 

loaded question /,loudid 'kwestJ(o)n/ 
noun a question which is asked in such a way 
as to trick the person who answers 
loaf /buf/ noun 1. a large single piece of 
bread, which you can cut into slices before 
eating it O He bought a loaf of bread at the 
baker’s. O We eat about 10 loaves of bread 
per week. 2. a head, brains ( informal ) o Use 
your loaf - it’s obvious what she wants. 
(NOTE: From loaf of bread which means 
‘head’ in rhyming slang; see also rhyming 
slang.) ■ verb □ to loaf around to hang 
around, doing nothing O He hasn’t any 
proper job and just loafs around Leicester 
Square all day. 

loafer /'bufo/ trademark a type of light ca¬ 
sual shoe which you slide your foot into O He 
wore jeans and a pair of brown loafers. ■ 
noun a person who does nothing all day o 
There was no one in the square except a cou¬ 
ple of loafers sitting on benches. 
loam /bum/ noun good dark soil which is 
very good for growing plants in 
loamy /'bumi/ adj (of soil) which is like 
loam 

© loan /bun/ noun 1 . the act of lending o / 
had the loan of his car for three weeks. □ on 
loan being lent O The picture is on loan to 
the National Gallery ;. 2. a thing lent, espe¬ 
cially an amount of money O He bought the 
house with a £100,000 loan from the bank. ■ 
verb to lend O The furniture for the exhibi¬ 
tion has been loaned by the museum. 
loan shark /'bun Ja:k/ noun a person who 
lends money at a very high interest rate 
loath /bu0/ adj □ to be loath to do some¬ 
thing to be unwilling to do something O Per¬ 
sonally, I’m very loath to get involved. 
loathe /loud/ verb to hate very much. Syn¬ 
onym detest. Antonym adore 
loathing /'budir)/ noun a feeling of dis¬ 
gust. Synonym hate 

loathsome /'buds(o)m/ adj disgusting 
and horrible. Synonym hateful. Antonym 
delightful 

loaves /buvz/i> loaf 

lob /tob/ noun a ball which is hit or thrown 
high into the air O His lob fell just over the 
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baseline. ■ verb to throw or hit a ball slowly 
high into the air O He lobbed a ball at his sis¬ 
ter. (NOTE: lobbing - lobbed) 
lobby /'lt)bi/ noun 1. an entrance hall o I’ll 
meet you in the hotel lobby in half an hour. 2. 
a group of people who try to influence impor¬ 
tant people, especially members of parlia¬ 
ment O The MPs met members of the 
anti-abortion lobby. 3. the hall in the House 
of Commons used especially for interviews 
with members of the public ■ verb to try to 
influence someone, especially in order to get 
a bill through Parliament O She lobbied her 
MP with a detailed letter and other docu¬ 
ments. Synonym petition (NOTE: lobbying 
- lobbied) 

lobby correspondent /'lobi kmi- 
.spondont/ noun a journalist who reports on 
parliamentary matters, after speaking in pri¬ 
vate to ministers 

lobbyist /'lDbiist/ noun a person who is 
paid to represent a pressure group 
lobe /bub/ noun 1. the soft fleshy part at 
the bottom of the ear O He has a ring in his 
right ear lobe. 2. a round section of an organ, 
such as the brain, lung or liver O The right 
lung has three lobes, the left only two. O The 
surgeon could see that the right frontal lobe 
of the brain was affected. 
lobster /'lobsto/ noun a shellfish with a 
long body, two large claws, and eight legs; 
the flesh of this shellfish used as food 
(D local ac/y/ 1 buk(o)l/ referring to a place or 
district near where you are O She works as a 
nurse in the local hospital. O The local paper 
comes out on Fridays. O She was formerly 
the headmistress of the local school. ■ noun 
1. □ locals people who live in the area o The 
locals don’t like all the rich people who have 
weekend cottages in the village. O The res¬ 
taurant caters for the tourist trade rather 
than for the locals. 2. a pub near where you 
live O You can find him in his local every 
evening. 

local anaesthetic /,buk(o)l asnos'Betik/ 
noun a substance which removes the feeling 
in a certain part of the body only 

local area network /,buk(o)l 'eorb/ 
noun a network of personal computers within 
a small area 

local authority /,buk(o)l oPBoriti/ noun 
a section of elected government which runs a 
town or district 

local colour /,buk(o)l 'kAb/ noun enter¬ 
taining or unusual details which go with a 
certain place 

locale /bu'kail/ noun a place where some¬ 
thing happens in a film or book 
® local government /,buk(9)l 

'gAv(o)nm9nt/ noun organisations dealing 
with the matters of small areas of the coun¬ 
try, such as towns and counties 


localised /'bukolaizd/, localized adj 

which happens or shows in one part of the 
body only. Antonym generalised 
locality /bu'kaeliti/ noun an area of the 
country or district of a town ( formal ) □ in the 
locality near by O There are two theatres and 
four cinemas in the locality. 

(D locally /'buk(3)li/ adv in the district near 
where you are. Synonym nearby 
local time /'buk(3)l taim/ noun the time 
of day in a particular place 
<D locate /bu'keit/ verb 1. to find the posi¬ 
tion of something O Divers are trying to lo¬ 
cate the Spanish galleon. 2. □ to be located 
to be in a particular position O The heart is 
located in the left side of the body. O The 
warehouse is located near to the motorway. 

(D location /bu'keij(3)n/ noun 1. a place 
or position O The hotel is in a very central lo¬ 
cation. 2. □ on location ( filming ) in a real 
place, not in a studio O The film was shot on 
location in North Africa. 3. finding the posi¬ 
tion of something 

loch /Idx/ noun (in Scotland) an inland lake 
or arm of the sea 

d> lock /Ink/ noun 1. an object which closes 
a door or closes a container such as a box, so 
that you can only open it with a key O She 
left the key in the lock, so the burglars got in 
easily. O We changed the locks on the doors 
after a set of keys were stolen. □ under lock 
and key locked up firmly o We keep our 
jewels safely under lock and key. 2. an 
amount by which the wheels of a car can turn 
left or right O The car has an excellent lock - 
it turns easily in a narrow road. 3. a section 
of a canal or river with gates which can be 
opened or closed to control the flow of water, 
and so allow boats to move up or down to 
different levels O They passed through doz¬ 
ens of locks on their trip down the Thames. 4. 
□ lock, stock and barrel everything all to¬ 
gether ■ verb 1 . to close a door or a container 
such as a box, so that you need to use a key to 
open it O I forgot to lock the safe. O We al¬ 
ways lock the front door before we go to bed. 
2. to fix or to become fixed in a certain posi¬ 
tion O The wheels suddenly locked as he went 
round the corner. 

lockable /'lDk3b(3)l/ adj which can be 
locked 

(D locked /lokt/ adj which has been shut 
with a key 

d> locker /'Inks/ noun a small cupboard for 
personal things which you can close with a 
key 

locker-room /'loko ru:m/ noun a room 
where people can change clothes before go¬ 
ing to play a game 

locket /'lDkit/ noun a piece of jewellery 
which consists of a small case that you can 
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keep a picture in, attached to a chain which is 
worn round the neck 

d> lock in /,lok 'in/ verb to make someone 
stay inside a place by locking the door 
(D lock out /,lok 'aut/ verb to make some¬ 
one stay outside a place by locking the door 
lockout /'lDkaut/ noun a time where an 
employer locks the door of the factory and 
refuses to let the workers enter unless they 
agree to his conditions 

d> lock up /,lDk 'Ap/ verb 1. to close a 
building by locking the doors o He always 
locks up before he goes home. O She was 
locking up the shop when a man walked in. 2 . 
to keep a person or thing inside a place or 
container by locking the door or lid O Lock 
up the jewels in the safe or lock the jewels up 
in the safe. 3. to put someone in prison O 
They locked him up for a week. 
lockup /'lokAp/ noun a small prison cell 
(dated) o The police arrested the three boys 
and put them in the lockup overnight. 
locomotive /.louko'moutiv/ noun the en¬ 
gine of a train. Synonym engine 
locum /'loukom/ noun a person who does 
the work of a doctor who is away on holiday 
locust /'loukost/ noun a tropical insect, 
like a large grasshopper, which destroys 
crops 

lode /loud/ noun a band of metal ore in 
rocks 

lodge /lod 3 / noun a small house at the gates 
of a large building O If the lodge is as big as 
that, just imagine the size of the main house! 
■ verb 1. to rent a room in a house o He 
lodges with Mrs Bishop in London Road. 2. □ 
to lodge a complaint against someone to 
make an official complaint about someone 
(formal ) O They lodged a complaint with the 
local electricity company. □ to lodge some¬ 
thing with someone to leave something with 
someone to look after for you O They lodged 
all the documents with the solicitor. 3. to be¬ 
come stuck O A piece of bread was lodged in 
her windpipe. O The bullet was lodged in his 
spine. 

lodger /'fr>d39/ noun a person who pays to 
stay in a room in a house. Synonym tenant 
lodging /'fr>d 3 ir)/ noun a place where 
someone lodges 

lodgings /'lDd 3 igz/ plural noun rooms in a 
house where someone lodges O Are you still 
looking for lodgings or have you found some¬ 
where to stay? 

(D loft /loft/ noun 1 . the top part of a house 
right under the roof O They converted their 
loft into a bedroom. Also called attic 2. a 
part of a large building, such as a warehouse 
which has been made suitable for people to 
live in O He’s bought a loft apartment in the 
centre of Soho. 


lofty /'lDfti/ adj 1. very high o From the 
lofty height of the church tower the boys 
could see for miles. O The lofty ceiling and 
wide windows gave the studio a wonderful 
feeling of space. 2. proud O Her lofty attitude 
towards her colleagues does not make her 
many friends. (NOTE: loftier - loftiest) 

<D log /log/ noun 1 . a thick piece of a tree o 
He brought in a load of logs for the fire. □ to 
sleep like a log to sleep very deeply o After 
his 12-mile walk he slept like a log. 2. a re¬ 
cord of details such as speed or position espe¬ 
cially on a ship or plane O The ship’s log 
gave details of their position when the fire 
broke out. ■ verb to write down details of 
something which has happened in a book as a 
record O Have you logged your day’s activi¬ 
ties into the book? 

loggerheads /'logohedz/ noun □ to be at 
loggerheads with someone to always argu¬ 
ing with someone O He has been at logger- 
heads with the town council for some months. 
logging /'togm/ noun the practice of cut¬ 
ting down trees for use in industry or 
building 

logic /'k)d 3 ik/ noun 1. formal reasoning o 
Your logic is flawed - just because she’s an 
MA doesn’t mean she’s a good teacher. 2. 
sensible thinking, good reason O I don’t see 
the logic of owning two cars and not being 
able to drive. 

(D logical /'fr>d3ik(3)l/ adj 1. clearly rea¬ 
soned o a logical conclusion 2. (of a person) 
able to reason clearly O She’s a very logical 
person and thinks everything through 
carefully. 

logically /'k)d 3 ikli/ adv in a logical or rea¬ 
sonable way 

log in /log in/, log on /log Dn/ verb (in 
computing) to start to use a computer system, 
usually by typing a particular word 
login /'login/ noun the act of logging in to a 
computer system 

logistic /lo'd 3 istik/, logistical /lo- 
'd 3 istik(o)l/ adj referring to logistics 
logistics /lo'd 3 istiks/ noun the organisa¬ 
tion of the movement of large numbers of 
people and things such as vehicles and 
supplies 

(D logo /'lougou/ noun a symbol or design 
used by a company in order for people to re¬ 
cognise its products. Synonym symbol 
(NOTE: The plural is logos.) 
log off /log of/, log out /log aut/ verb to 
finish using a computer system, usually by 
typing a particular word (NOTE: logging - 
logged) 

loin /loin/ noun a cut of meat, taken from 
the back of the animal 


loincloth 
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loincloth /'binklD0/ noun a piece of cloth¬ 
ing in the form of a long cloth worn round the 
waist 

loins /binz/ plural noun the part of the 
body between the hips 

loiter /'bits/ verb to stand or walk slowly 
about doing nothing 

loll /IdI/ verb 1. to sit or lie in a lazy way o 
They spent the afternoon lolling about in 
armchairs, watching the cricket. 2. □ to loll 
out (of an animal’s tongue) to hang out o 
The dogs were lying in the shade with their 
tongues lolling out. 

lollipop /'lolipop/ noun a large sweet on 
the end of a stick o She bought the children a 
lollipop each. 

lolly /'k>li/ noun 1. a lollipop, a sweet on the 
end of a stick □ ice lolly a piece of flavoured 
ice on the end of a stick 2. money O What 
happened to the lolly, then? (NOTE: no plural 
in this meaning) 

lone /loun/ adj single, one alone, t wolf. 
Synonym solitary (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with loan.) 

loneliness /'launlinas/ noun 1. a feeling 
of sadness because you are alone O After his 
wife died it took him a long time to get over 
his feelings of loneliness. 2. the state of being 
alone O He was attracted by the loneliness of 
the hotel, all by itself on the top of the cliff. 

® lonely /'lounli/ adj 1. feeling sad because 
of being alone O It’s odd how lonely you can 
be in a big city full of people. 2. (of a place) 
with few or no people around O The cliff top 
is a lonely place at night. O We spent the 
weekend in a lonely cottage in the Welsh 
hills. (NOTE: lonelier - loneliest) 
loner /'louno/ noun a person who prefers to 
be alone. Synonym recluse 
lonesome /'lsunsOjm/ adj especially US 
lonely, sad because of being alone 
lone wolf /laun 'wulf/ noun a person who 
prefers to be alone, who has no friends 
<D long /lor)/ adj 1. not short in length o a 
long piece of string O The Nile is the longest 
river in the world. O My hair needs cutting - 
it’s getting too long. 2. not short in time O 
What a long programme - it lasted almost 
three hours. O They’ve been waiting for the 
bus for a long time. O We don’t approve of 
long holidays in this job. 3. indicating mea¬ 
surement in time O How long is it before 
your holiday starts? □ long time no see! I 
haven’t seen you for a long time (said when 
meeting someone) } length ■ adv 1 . for a 
long time O Have you been waiting long? O / 
didn ’t want to wait any longer. O Long ago, 
before the war, this was a wealthy farming 
area. □ all night long for the whole night O 
It rained all night long. 2. □ as long as, so 
long as provided that o I like going on pic¬ 
nics as long as it doesn ’t rain. ■ noun a long 


long-lost 

time □ before long in a short time o She ’ll be 
boss of the company before long. □ for long 
for a long time O He wasn’t out of a job for 
long. □ the long and the short of it the basic 
facts O The long and the short of it is that his 
book isn’t very good. ■ verb to want some¬ 
thing very much O I’m longing for a cup of 
tea. O Everyone was longing to be back 
home. 

long-awaited /.Idtj s'weitid/ adj for 
which people have been waiting for a long 
time 

long-distance /lorj'distsns/ adj 1. (of a 
sports race) between two places which are 
far apart O She was over fifty when she took 
up long-distance running. O You’ll have to 
get fit if you 're going to run a long-distance 
race. 2. made over a long distance O We 
spent three days walking along one of the 
long-distance paths in the hills. O 
Long-distance telephone calls cost less after 
6 p.m. 

long-drawn-out /.Idq drain 'aut/ adj 
which continues for a long period of time 
longed-for /'k>r)d fo:/ adj which people 
have been hoping will come (literary) 
longevity /lon'd 3 eviti/ noun a very long 
life 

longhand /'lDghaend/ noun ordinary writ¬ 
ing, not shorthand or typing. Compare 

shorthand 

long-haul /.log 'ho:l/ adj over a large dis¬ 
tance, especially between continents 
long-haul flight /'lDghoil flait/ noun a 
long-distance flight such as across the 
Atlantic 

® longing /'lopip/ noun a strong wish to 
have something. Synonym desire 
longingly /'lDgirjli/ adv showing that you 
want something very much 
longitude /'lDnd3itju:d/ noun a position 
on the earth’s surface measured in degrees 
east or west of an imaginary line running 
north-south through Greenwich, a town just 
to the east of London. Antonym latitude 
COMMENT: Longitude and latitude are used 
to indicate the exact position of something 
on the earth’s surface. They are measured 
in degrees, minutes and seconds. London is 
latitude 51°30’N, longitude 0°5’W. 

(D long-lasting /.log 'laistig/ adj which 
lasts a long time. Synonym long-term 
long-life /lor) laif/ adj (of food and drink) 
treated with a special process so that it will 
stay fresh for a long time 
longlived /.lDg'livd/ adj which lives for a 
long time. Compare shortlived 
long-lost /lor) lost/ adj who or which is not 
seen for a long time 
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© long-range /.log 'reinc^/ adj which 
covers a long distance or a long time. } 
short-range. Synonym long-term 
long-running /,log 'rAmg/ adj 1. which 
has been performed for several years without 
a break O a long-running musical O Which is 
the longest-running TV sitcom? 2. which has 
been going on for a long time O Our 
long-running dispute with our neighbours. 
longsighted /.log'saitid/ adj able to see 
things clearly things which are far away but 
not things which are close. } shortsighted 
long-sleeved /'log sliivd/ adj with long 
sleeves, t short-sleeved 
longstanding /.log'staendig/ adj which 
has been in existence for a long time 
long-stay /'log stei/ adj referring to a stay 
of weeks or months □ long-stay car park a 
car park where you can leave your car for 
several days or weeks. Compare short-stay 
long-suffering /,lr>g 'sAf(o)rig/ adj pa¬ 
tient with problems caused by other people. 
Antonym intolerant 

© long-term /,k>g 't3im/ adj planned to 
last for a long time. Synonym lasting. Ant¬ 
onym short-term 

long-time /'log taim/ adj who has existed 
for a long time 

long vacation /log vo'keiJYojn/ noun the 
summer holiday in a British university 
© long wave /'log weiv/ noun a radio 
wave with a wavelength longer than 1000 
metres 

long weekend /.log wiik'end/ noun a 
weekend, including Friday night 
long-winded /.log 'windid/ adj 1. (of a 
person) who talks too much in a boring way 
2. (of a talk) which lasts too long 
© loo /lu:/ noun a lavatory (informal) 

(D look /luk/ noun 1 . the act of seeing some¬ 
thing with your eyes O Have a good look at 
this photograph and tell me if you recog¬ 
nise anyone in it. O We only had time for a 
quick look round the town. 2. the way some¬ 
one or something appears O There is a 
French look about her clothes. 3. a search for 
something O We had a good look for the ring 
and couldn’t find it anywhere. ■ verb 1 . to 
turn your eyes towards something O I want 
you to look carefully at this photograph. O 
Look in the restaurant and see if there are 
any tables free. O If you look out of the office 
window you can see our house. O He opened 
the lid of the box and looked inside. 2. □ to 
look someone in the eye to look straight at 
someone in a confident way O He didn ’ t dare 
look me in the eye. □ don’t look a gift horse 
in the mouth don’t criticise something 
which someone has given you for free 3. to 
appear to be O Those pies look good. O I went 
to see her in hospital and she looks worse. O 


Is he only forty? - he looks much older than 
that. O It looks as if it may snow. 4. used as 
an interjection O Look! if we don’t sort this 
out now, we ’ll never do it. 

(J) look after /,luk 'aifto/ verb to take care 
of 

© look ahead /,luk o'hed/ verb to make 
plans for the future. Antonym look back 
lookalike /'lukolaik/ noun a person who 
look like someone else, especially someone 
famous (informal). Synonym double 
© look back /,luk 'bask/ verb 1. to turn 
your head to see what is behind you O He 
looked back and saw a police car was follow¬ 
ing him. 2. □ he never looked back he was 
very successful O The first year after starting 
the business was difficult, but after that they 
never looked back. 

© look back on /,luk 'bask Dn/ verb to 
think about something which happened in the 
past 

CD look down /,luk 'daun/ verb □ to look 
down on someone, to look down your nose 
at someone to think you are better than 
someone O He looks down on anyone who 
hasn’t been to university. 

(D look for /'luk fo:/ verb to search for, to 
try to find 

® look forward to /,luk 'foiwod tu:/ verb 
to think happily about something which is 
going to happen 

© look in /luk 'in/, look in on /luk 'in Dn/ 
verb to pay a short visit 
look-in /'luk in/ noun the chance or oppor¬ 
tunity to share in something (informal) 
looking glass /'lukig glais/ noun a mir¬ 
ror (dated) 

(D look into /'luk intu/ verb to try to find 
out about a matter or problem. Synonym 

investigate 

(J) look like /'luk laik/ verb 1. to be similar 
to O He looks just like his father. 2. asking 
someone to describe something O What’s he 
look like, her new boyfriend? O Tell me what 
she looks like so that I can recognise her 
when she gets off the train. 3. to seem to be 
going to happen O Take an umbrella, it looks 
like rain. O The sky is dark, it looks like 
snow. 

look on /,luk 'on/ verb 1. to watch without 
doing anything O The police beat up the dem¬ 
onstrators while the tourists just looked on. 
2. to consider, to think of something as O We 
look on trade fairs as a bit of relaxation after 
the office. O He looks on his secretary as sim¬ 
ply someone to make coffee and answer the 
phone. 

(D look out /,luk 'aut/ verb 1. to be careful 
O Look out! - the car is going backwards! 2. 

□ to look out on or over to have a view to- 


lookout 
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wards O The windows of the office look out 
over a park. 

<S> lookout /'lukaut/ noun 1. a careful 
watch O Keep a sharp lookout for pickpock¬ 
ets. O From their lookout post they could see 
across the square. □ to be on the lookout 
for to watch carefully for O She’s always on 
the lookout for bargains. O The police are on 
the lookout for car thieves. 2. a person who is 
on watch O The captain posted a lookout in 
the bows. 3. something which someone has 
to deal with □ that’s his lookout that is 
something he must deal with himself 
d> look out for /,luk 'aut fo:/ verb 1. to 
keep looking to try to find O We’re looking 
out for new offices because ours are too 
small. O I’ll look out for his sister at the 
party. 2. to be careful about O Look out for 
ice on the pavement. 3. □ to look out for 
someone US to protect someone o The fall¬ 
ing rock missed us by inches - someone was 
obviously looking out for us! 

(D look over /,luk 'ouvo/ verb 1. to exam¬ 
ine quickly O She looked over the figures and 
said they seemed to be OK. 2. to have a view 
over something O The office looks over a dis¬ 
used warehouse. 

(D look round /,luk 'raund/ verb 1. to turn 
to see what is behind you o She heard foot¬ 
steps behind her and quickly looked round. 2. 
to go round looking at something O Did you 
have time to look round the town? O Can I 
help you? - No, Fm just looking round to see 
what is available. 

<D look up /,luk 'Ap/ verb 1. to turn your 
eyes upwards O She looked up and saw 
clouds in the sky. 2. to try to find some infor¬ 
mation in a book O I’ll look up his address in 
the telephone book. O Look up the word in 
the dictionary if you don’t know what it 
means. 3. to get in touch with O Look me up 
when you ’re next in London. 4. to get better 
O Things are looking up. 

<S> look up to /,luk 'Ap tu:/ verb to admire 
or respect someone. Synonym admire 
loom /lu:m/ noun a machine on which cloth 
is woven (literary) o She weaves cloth on a 
hand loom at home. ■ verb to appear in a 
rather threatening way O A storm loomed on 
the horizon. O A bus suddenly loomed out of 
thefog. 

looming /'luimii]/ adj threatening. Syn¬ 
onym impending 

loony /'luini/ adj silly or crazy ( informal) o 
He had this loony plan to cycle round Africa. 
O That's the looniest idea I’ve heard yet! 
(NOTE: loonier - looniest) ■ noun a person 
who is regarded as silly or crazy ( insult) O 
Whoever invented bungee-jumping was a bit 
of a loony. (NOTE: The plural is loonies.) 
loop /lu:p/ noun a curve formed by a piece 
of something such as string, which crosses 


lope 

over itself O To tie your laces, start by mak¬ 
ing a loop. ■ verb to attach with a loop o She 
looped the cord over the tent pole. 

loophole /'luiphoul/ noun a means of 
avoiding a law. Synonym dodge □ to find a 
tax loophole to find a means of legally not 
paying tax O He spends his time looking for 
tax loopholes. 

<D loose /lu:s/ adj 1. not attached o Watch 
out! - the sail is loose and swinging towards 
you! O The front wheel is loose and needs 
tightening. O The boat came loose and 
started to drift away. O Once he was let 
loose, the dog ran across the park. 2. □ to be 
at a loose end to have nothing special to do 
O We ’re at a loose end this weekend. 3. (of a 
garment) wide, not tight-fitting (NOTE: 
looser - loosest) ■ verb to start something 
happening O The government’s proposals 
loosed off demonstrations in all parts of the 
country. 

loose cannon /lu:s 'kaenon/ noun some¬ 
one who is not easily controlled and may do 
or say things which are not officially ap¬ 
proved (slang) 

loose change /lu:s 'tjeind 3 / noun 
money in coins only 

loose end /lu:s end/ noun one of the de¬ 
tails in something such as a problem or situa¬ 
tion which has not yet been dealt with 
loosely /'luisli/ adv 1. not tightly o The 
skirt fits loosely round her waist. O He tied 
his horse loosely to the post. 2. in a way 
which is not completely accurate O The word 
can be loosely translated as ‘hanging down ’. 
loosen /'lu:s(o)n/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing less tight O He loosened his shoelaces 
and relaxed. 2. □ to loosen your grip on 
something to hold something less tightly 
than before O The parliament forced the 
president to loosen his grip on the civil 
service. 

loot /lu:t/ noun 1. things which have been 
stolen O The police discovered the rest of the 
loot under his bed. 2. money (informal) o 
He’s got plenty of loot. (NOTE: no plural) ■ 
verb to steal, especially from shops and 
houses, during a riot or other emergency O 
Some houses were looted during the floods. 
looter /'luito/ noun a person who steals, es¬ 
pecially from houses and shops during a riot 
or other emergency 

looting /’luitir)/ noun the act of stealing 

from shops and houses during a riot or other 

emergency (NOTE: no plural) 

lop /lop/ verb to cut branches off trees 

(NOTE: lopping - lopped) 

lope /loup/ verb to run with long easy steps 

■ noun a way of running with long steps 


lopsided 

lopsided /lop'saidid/ adj leaning to one 
side, with one side lower than the other. Syn¬ 
onym uneven 

loquacious /lou'kweijos/ adj who talks a 
lot. Synonym talkative. Antonym silent 
(D lord /lord/ noun 1. a man who has a high 
social rank O He was born a lord. O Powerful 
lords forced King John to sign the Magna 
Carta. 2. the title for certain peers O Lord 
Smith 3. an expression of surprise or shock O 
Good lord! I didn’t realise it was so late! ■ 
verb □ to lord it over someone to treat 
someone like a servant O She lords it over the 
junior staff in the office. 

Lord /lord/ noun God or Jesus Christ 
Lord Mayor /lo:d 'mea/ noun the title of a 
mayor in certain important cities 
lore /hi/ noun traditional beliefs and knowl¬ 
edge. t folklore. Synonym wisdom (NOTE: 
no plural) 

® lorry /'lori/ noun GB a large motor vehi¬ 
cle for carrying goods. } truck 
lorry driver /'lori .draivo/ noun GB a per¬ 
son whose job is to drive a lorry (NOTE: The 
US term is truck driver.) 
lorry-load /'lori loud/, van-load /'vasn 
loud/ noun an amount of goods carried on a 
lorry or van O They delivered six lorry-loads 
of coal. 

d) lose /lu:z/ verb 1. to put or drop some¬ 
thing somewhere and not to know where it is 
O I can’t find my wallet - I think I lost it on 
the train. O If you lose your ticket you ’ll have 
to buy another one. 2. not to have something 
any longer O We lost money on the lottery. □ 
to lose interest not to be interested in some¬ 
thing any more □ to lose weight to get thin¬ 
ner O She doesn’t eat potatoes as she’s trying 
to lose weight. □ the clock loses 10 minutes 
every day it falls 10 minutes behind the cor¬ 
rect time every day □ to lose sight of not to 
see something any longer O We lost sight of 
her in the crowd. □ to lose your temper to 
become angry O He lost his temper when 
they told him there was no room in the hotel. 
□ to lose time to waste time, not to do some¬ 
thing quickly enough O Don’t lose any time 
in posting the letter. □ to lose your way to 
end up not knowing where you are O They 
lost their way in the fog on the mountain. } 
heart 3. not to win o We lost the match 10 — 
0. o Did you win? — No, we lost. (NOTE: los¬ 
ing - lOSt /lDSt/) 

(D loser /'luizo/ noun a person who does not 
win. Synonym failure □ a bad loser a person 
who behaves badly when he loses a game 
(D loss /Ids/ noun 1. no longer having some¬ 
thing O He was very despondent at the loss of 
his house. O The loss of a child is almost un¬ 
bearable to a parent. □ it’s no great loss it 
does not matter now that we no longer have it 
O The map’s no great loss - I brought two 


loud 

along, just in case. 2. money which you have 
spent and have not got back O Companies of¬ 
ten make losses in their first year of opera¬ 
tions. □ they sold it at a loss they sold it for 
less than they paid for it 3. □ it’s a dead loss 
it’s no use at all ( informal) o The plan was a 
dead loss. 

loss leader /'Ids .liido/ noun an article 
which is sold at a loss to attract customers 
loss of memory /.Ids ov 'mem(o)ri/ 
noun the condition of not being able to re¬ 
member anything 

(D lost /lost/ adj □ to be lost to end up not 
knowing where you are o Did you bring a 
map? I think we ’re lost! □ to get lost not to 
know where you are O He’s hopeless, he got 
lost walking from Oxford Circus to 
Piccadilly. O They should be back by now - 
do you think they’ve got lost? □ get lost! go 
away! (slang) o When she asked him for 
money he told her to get lost. 
lost cause /lDSt ko:z/ noun something 
such as a plan or activity which cannot 
succeed 

lost property office /lost 'propoti .ofis/ 
noun a place where articles which people 
have left somewhere, e.g. on a bus or train, 
are stored, and where they can be collected 
by their owners (NOTE: The US term is lost 
and found office.) 

(D lot /hot/ noun 1. □ a lot of, lots of a large 
number or a large quantity O There’s lots of 
time before the train leaves. O What a lot of 
cars there are in the car park! O I’ve been to 
the cinema quite a lot recently. O She’s feel¬ 
ing a lot better now. O Lots of people are 
looking for jobs. □ a fat lot of not much (in¬ 
formal) □ a fat lot of help you are! you are 
no help at all □ he’s a bad lot he’s a bad per¬ 
son, a criminal (informal) 2. US a piece of 
land, especially one to be used for develop¬ 
ment 3. an item or group of items sold at an 
auction sale O Lot 23 is a collection of books 
and pictures. 4. □ to draw lots to take pieces 
of paper from a box to decide something. The 
person who has the marked piece wins. O We 
drew lots to decide who would go first. O 
They drew lots for the bottle of whisky. 
lotion /'louJXojn/ noun a liquid used on the 
skin to make it smooth or to protect it 
(D lottery /'lotori/ noun 1 . a game of chance 
in which tickets with numbers on are sold 
with prizes given for certain numbers 2. a sit¬ 
uation where anyone may win O Getting a 
government contract is something of a lot¬ 
tery. (NOTE: The plural is lotteries.) 

® loud /laud/ adj 1. which is very easily 
heard O Can’t you stop your watch making 
such a loud noise? O Turn down the radio - 
it’s too loud. 2. (of colours) too bright o He 
was wearing a particularly loud tie which 
didn’t go with his jacket at all. ■ adv loudly 
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loudly 

O I can’t sing any louder. O She laughed out 
loud in church. (NOTE: louder - loudest) 
loudly /'laudli/ adv in a way which is easily 
heard 

loudness /'laudnos/ noun being loud, be¬ 
ing noisy. Antonym quietness 
loudspeaker daud'spi:ko/ noun the part 
of an object such as a radio or CD player 
which allows sound to be heard. } tannoy 
lounge /laund 3 / noun a comfortable room 
for sitting in O Let’s go and watch TV in the 
lounge. ■ verb □ to lounge about to sit or lie 
doing nothing or very little O He doesn’t do 
anything on Saturdays, he just lounges about 
waiting for the pubs to open. O It rained all 
the time, so we had to spend the day lounging 
about in the hotel. 

lounge bar /'laund 3 ba:/ noun a bar in a 
pub or hotel which has comfortable chairs 
louse /laus/ noun a small insect which 
sucks blood and lives on the skin as a parasite 
on animals and humans (NOTE: The plural is 
lice /lais/.) 

louse up /.laus 'Ap/ verb (informal) □ to 
louse something up to spoil something com¬ 
pletely O He loused up the whole deal by try¬ 
ing to increase his commission by 25%. 
lousy /'lauzi/ adj extremely bad or unpleas¬ 
ant (NOTE: lousier - lousiest) 
lout /laut/ noun a rude and badly behaved 
young man ( insult ) t lager. Synonym bully 
louvred /'luivod/, louvered adj with 
louvres 

lovable /'lAV9b(9)l/ adj pleasant, easy to 
love. Synonym endearing 
<D love /1 a v/ noun 1. a great liking for some¬ 
one or something O Give my love to your 
wife. O Her great love is opera. □ to be in 
love to love each other O They seem to be 
very much in love. □ to fall in love with 
someone to start to like them very much O 
They fell in love at first sight. 2. □ to make 
love to have sex with someone O She swore 
on oath that he had never made love to her or 
that they had never made love. 3. (in games 
such as tennis) a score of zero points o She 
lost the first set six - love (6-0). 4. a person 
whom you love O She’s the love of his life. 5. 
a way of addressing, especially to a woman 
or child O Hallo, love, what can I do for you 
this morning? ■ verb 1. to have strong feel¬ 
ings for someone or something O 7 love 
you!, ’ he said. O She loves little children. O 
The children love their teacher. O His wife 
thinks he loves someone else. 2. to like some¬ 
thing very much O We love going on holiday 
by the seaside. O I’d love to come with you, 
but I’ve got too much work to do. 
love affair /'Iav o.feo/ noun a sexual rela¬ 
tionship between two people who are not 
married to each other 


lower 

loved ones /lAvd wAns/ plural noun your 
family and friends 

love-hate relationship /Iav heit n- 
,leij(9)nfip/ noun a situation where two 
people get on well together and then dislike 
each other in turn 

love life /'Iav laif/ noun someone’s sexual 
relationships 

(D lovely /'lAvli/ adj very pleasant (NOTE: 

lovelier - loveliest) 

<D lover /'Lavs/ noun 1. a person, especially 
a man, who is having a sexual relationship 
with someone O Her lover was arrested 
when the woman’s body was found on the 
beach. 2. a person who loves something O a 
lover of French food 

love Story /'Iav ,sto:ri/ noun a story about 
two people in love 

loving /'Iaviq/ adj affectionate, showing 
love. Synonym affectionate 

lovingly /'Lwirjli/ adv in a loving way 
CD low /bu/ adj 1. not high, with little height 
O She hit her head on the low branch. O The 
town is surrounded by low hills. O We shop 
around to find the lowest prices. O The en¬ 
gine works best at low speeds. O The temper¬ 
ature here is too low for oranges to grow. O 
Sales were lower in December than in No¬ 
vember. 2. feeling extremely sad and un¬ 
happy O She was very low when I saw her 
last. 3. quiet O He said a few words in a low 
voice. 4. not favourable O He has a low opin¬ 
ion of the boss. (NOTE: lower - lowest) ■ 
adv towards the bottom; not high up o The 
plane was flying too low - it hit the trees. □ 
supplies are running low supplies are be¬ 
coming scarce, t lie low ■ noun a point 
where something is very small O Sales have 
reached a new low. ■ prefix with not much of 
□ low-calorie diet food or drink containing 
very few calories O She’s on a low-calorie 
diet. ■ verb (of a cow) to make a noise O The 
cows were lowing in the field. 
lowbrow /'bubrau/ adj not difficult to un¬ 
derstand and of a low quality. Antonym 
highbrow 

low-calorie /bu 'kaebri/ adj containing 
few calories 

low-class /.bu 'kla:s/ adj not rich or 
middle-class (dated) 

low-cut /bu 'kAt/ adj used to describe 
women’s clothing which has a low neckline 
and shows the top part of the chest 
lowdown /'budaun/ (informal) noun □ to 
give someone the lowdown on something to 
tell someone the details, especially secret de¬ 
tails, about something ■ adj mean, bad o 
‘You lowdown crook, ’ she shouted. 

<D lower /'laus/ adj which is below some¬ 
thing else of the same type. Synonym infe¬ 
rior ■ verb 1. to make something go down o 


503 


lower case 


504 


luck 


They lowered the lifeboat into the water. 2. to 
reduce something O All the shops have low¬ 
ered their prices to attract customers. □ to 
lower your voice to speak more quietly 3. □ 
to lower yourself to or by to do something 
of which you should be ashamed O Don’t 
lower yourself by going around with that 
gang. 

lower case /.buo 'keis/ noun small letters 
such as a, b and c as opposed to capitals such 
as A, B and C 

lower class /.bus 'klcns/ noun a group of 
people in society who are not rich, aristo¬ 
cratic or middle-class (dated). Synonym 

working class 

lower ground floor /.bus 'graund flo:/ 
noun same as basement (NOTE: In America 
the ground floor is called the first floor.) 

low-fat /,bu 'fast/ adj containing very little 
fat O Do you have any low-fat yoghurt? 
low-grade /'bu greid/ adj of the worst 
quality 

low-key /,bu 'ki:/ adj quiet, without much 
excitement. Antonym elaborate 
lowland /'bubnd/ adj referring to a region 
which is near sea level 
lowlands /'bubndz/ plural noun a 
low-lying area of the country O the Lowlands 
of Scotland 

low-level /,bu 'lev(o)l/ adj 1. positioned or 
done at lower than the usual level 2. low in 
status or degree 

lowly /'buli/ adj with a low status. Syn¬ 
onym humble (NOTE: lowlier - lowliest) 

low-lying /,bu 'lang/ adj which is near to 
sea level, or to the level of a river 
low-paid /,bu 'peid/ adj not being paid 
much for a job O She has a low-paid job as a 
cleaner or her job as a cleaner is very 
low-paid. ■ plural noun □ the low-paid peo¬ 
ple who do not get paid much for their job O 
The government has promised to reduce 
taxes for the low-paid. 

low point /'bu point/ noun the least en¬ 
joyable or successful period of something 
low profile /bu 'proufail/ noun behaviour 
that avoids public attention ■ adj deliberately 
avoiding attention or publicity 
low-rise /'bu raiz/ adj (of buildings) con¬ 
sisting of only a few levels ■ noun a building 
consisting of only a few levels 
low season /bu 'siiz(o)n/ noun a time of 
year, usually during the winter, when few 
people go on holiday, and when air fares and 
hotel prices are cheaper. Also called off sea¬ 
son. Antonym high season 
low-tech /bu 'tek/ noun simple and not 
highly developed technically O a low-tech 
solution 


low tide /bu 'taid/ noun the lowest level of 
the sea the land, or the time when the sea is at 
this level 

I OX /fr>ks/ noun US smoked salmon 
loyal /'biol/ adj who supports someone or 
something for along time without changing. 
Synonym faithful. Antonym disloyal 
loyalist /'biolist/ noun a person who is 
loyal to someone or something. Synonym 
stalwart. Antonym rebel 
loyally /'bioli/ adv in a loyal way 
loyalties /'loioltiz/ plural noun the strong 
feelings of support and friendship which you 
have for someone or something 
loyalty /'biolti/ noun being loyal. Ant¬ 
onym disloyalty 

lozenge /'lDZind3/ noun 1. a diamond 
shape, especially when used in heraldry O 
The shield has a pattern of red lozenges. 2. a 
sweet medicine in the form of a pill o She 
was sucking cough lozenges to get rid of her 
cough. 

LPG /.el pi: 'd 3 i:/ noun petroleum gases 
such as propane or butane, stored in liquid 
form in special containers, and used as fUel. 
Full form liquid petroleum gas 
(D L-plates /'el pleits/ plural noun two 
white plastic squares, each with a large red L 
on it, attached to a car driven by a learner 
driver □ green L plates similar plastic plates 
with a green L to show that the driver has 
passed the driving test recently 
LSD /.el es 'di:/ noun an illegal drug which 
has a powerful effect, e.g. making people see 
things which are not real 
(J) Ltd abbr limited company 
lubricant /'luibnkont/ noun a smooth liq¬ 
uid substance used to prevent the moving 
parts in a machine from rubbing against each 
other O If there is not enough lubricant, the 
engine will seize up. ■ adj which makes 
something run smoothly O The lubricant 
properties of oil are well-known. 
lubricate /'luibrikeit/ verb to cover some¬ 
thing with a lubricant to make it run 
smoothly. Synonym oil 
lubrication /.luibri'keiJXojn/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of lubricating something 
lucid /'luisid/ adj 1. clear, easily under¬ 
stood O The old lady gave a clear and lucid 
account of the incident to the police. 2. able 
to think clearly O For most of the time he was 
delirious but in his few lucid moments he 
seemed to recognise me. 
lucidity /lui'siditi/ noun the quality of be¬ 
ing clear and easily understood 
(D luck /lAk/ noun something, usually good, 
which happens to you O The bus is empty - 
that’s a bit of luck! □ good luck with your 
driving test! I hope you do well in your driv¬ 
ing test □ I wear this ring for luck because I 
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luckily 

hope it will bring me luck □ bad luck!, hard 
luck! I am sorry you didn’t do well O You 
failed the driving test again? - Bad luck! □ to 
be down on your luck to be going through a 
period of bad luck O He was down on his 
luck and thought of emigrating. □ as luck 
would have it as it happened O As luck 
would have it, the bus was empty. 

(D luckily /'lAkili/ ac/y which is a good thing 
<D lucky /'lAki/ adj 1. having good things 
happening to you O He's lucky not to have 
been sent to prison. O How lucky you are to 
be going to Spain! □ you’ll be lucky! it will 
never happen ( informal ) o She’s hoping to 
get an extra day off this week - she’ll be 
lucky! 2. which brings luck O 15 is my lucky 
number. (NOTE: luckier - luckiest) 
lucrative /'luikrotiv/ adj bringing in a lot 
of money or profit. Synonym profitable 
ludicrous /'luidikros/ adj ridiculous, 
which makes you laugh. Synonym absurd. 
Antonym sensible 

lug /lAg/ verb to carry or pull something 
heavy O I had to lug my cases up two flights 
of stairs. O Lugging those boxes up into the 
attic has worn me out. (NOTE: lugging - 
lugged) ■ noun a small projecting piece on 
the side of something such as ajar, for carry¬ 
ing it or for attaching something to it O One 
of the lugs on the vase has been knocked off. 
<t> luggage /'lAgid3/ noun suitcases or bags 
for carrying your belongings when travelling. 
Synonym baggage 

luggage rack /'lAgid 3 rask/ noun a space 
for suitcases and bags, above the seats in a 
vehicle, e.g. a plane or train 
lukewarm /.luik'woim/ adj 1. not very hot 
O The soup was only lukewarm. O We sent 
back the coffee because it was lukewarm. 2. 
not enthusiastic O He was only lukewarm 
about our project. Synonym tepid 
lull /IaI/ noun a quiet period o After last 
week’s hectic rushing around this week’s lull 
was welcome. Synonym quiet. Antonym 
storm ■ verb to make someone calmer, to 
soothe someone o She sang a song to lull the 
baby to sleep. O The report was not very crit¬ 
ical and that lulled them into a false sense of 
security. Synonym soothe 
lullaby /'Lvlobai/ noun a song or piece of 
music designed to make a child sleep (NOTE: 
The plural is lullabies.) 
lumbago /lAm'beigou/ noun a pain in the 
lower part of the back. Synonym backache 
(NOTE: no plural) 

lumbar /'Umbo/ adj referring to the lower 
part of the back (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

lumber.) 

lumber /'Umbo/ noun 1. junk, old articles 
which you are not using at the moment O / 
am going to take some of this useless 


lumber to the jumble sale. 2. US trees which 
have been cut down O The lumber is tied to¬ 
gether in rafts and floated down river to the 
sawmill. (NOTE: The British term is timber.) 
■ verb 1. □ to lumber someone with 
something to give someone things he or she 
doesn’t want ( informal ) o You always man¬ 
age to lumber me with the worst jobs. O Why 
do I always get lumbered with doing the 
shopping? 2. to move slowly and heavily O 
The tractor lumbered across the field pulling 
a trailer full of hay. O Watch where you’re 
treading, you lumbering great hulk! (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with lumbar.) 
lumberjack /'lAmbod 3 aek/ noun a person 
who cuts down trees 

luminary /'luiminori/ noun an important 
or famous person. Synonym celebrity. Ant¬ 
onym nobody (NOTE: The plural is luminar¬ 
ies.) 

luminosity /.luimi'nDsiti/ noun the fact of 
being full of light 

luminous /'luiminos/ adj which gives out 
light in the dark. Synonym luminous 
(D lump /lAmp/ noun 1. a piece of some¬ 
thing, often with no particular shape O a 
lump of coal O a lump of sugar 2. a hard or 
swollen part on the body O She went to the 
doctor because she had found a lump on her 
neck. □ she had a lump in her throat she 
could not speak because she was choking 
with emotion ■ verb □ to lump things or 
people together to bring several different 
things or people together O We lump all the 
cash purchases together under ‘other items ’ 
in the account book. 

lump sum /L\mp 'sAm/ noun money paid 
in one payment, not in several small 
payments 

lumpy /'lAmpi/ adj with solid lumps in it 
(NOTE: lumpier - lumpiest) 

lunacy /'luinosi/ noun madness, idiotic 
behaviour 

lunar /'luino/ adj referring to the moon 
lunatic /'luinotik/ adj mad o It was a luna¬ 
tic idea to try to steal the blue light from in 
front of the police station. ■ noun a person 
who acts in a mad way ( informal insult) o 
Don’t be such a lunatic — try to talk to her! O 
He drove like a lunatic to catch the ferry. 

(D lunch /lAntJV noun the meal eaten in the 
middle of the day O Come on - lunch will be 
ready soon. O We always have lunch at 
12.30. O We are having fish and chips for 
lunch, o I’m not hungry so I don’t want a big 
lunch. O The restaurant serves 150 lunches a 
day. ■ verb to have lunch O I’m lunching 
with my sister today. O Don’t forget we ’re 
lunching with the agents tomorrow. 
luncheon /'lAntJ’on/ noun lunch, the meal 
eaten in the middle of the day ( formal ) 
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lunch hour /'UntJ au 3/ noun a period of a 
working day when lunch is usually eaten 
® lunchtime /'Unt/taim/ noun the time 
when you usually have lunch 
lung /Iaq/ noun one of two organs in the 
chest with which you breathe; air goes down 
into the lungs and the oxygen in it is depos¬ 
ited in the blood in exchange for waste car¬ 
bon dioxide which is breathed out 
lunge l\\nd^l noun a sudden movement 
forwards O The police officer suddenly made 
a lunge for the gun. Synonym swipe ■ verb 
to make a sudden movement forwards O The 
baby suddenly lunged at the candles on the 
cake. 

lupin /'luipin/ noun a plant with tall flowers 
in different colours 

lurch /hit// noun 1. a sudden unsteady 
movement O The ship gave a sudden lurch. 
(NOTE: The plural is lurches.) 2. □ to leave 
someone in the lurch to leave someone in 
trouble and not help him or her ( informal) o 
They left me in the lurch by going off on holi¬ 
day when they were supposed to be running 
the shop. O You’ve really left me in the lurch 
by cancelling at such short notice. ■ verb to 
make a sudden unsteady movement O When 
the taxi finally lurched to a stop I was shak¬ 
ing all over. O He lurched over to the bar 
and ordered another drink. 
lure /ljuo/ noun a thing which attracts a per¬ 
son or animal O The white beaches are a lure 
for tourists. Synonym bait ■ verb to attract 
someone, especially into something bad O 
She was lured to the club by reports of high 
wages for bar staff. Synonym entice 
lurid /'ljuorid/ adj 1. glowing with brilliant 
colours O The flames gave a lurid glow to the 
scene. O She was wearing a lurid pink track- 
suit. 2. (of a book or film) sensational, meant 
to shock O There were several lurid descrip¬ 
tions of conditions in the refugee camps. 
lurk /bik/ verb to be hidden 
luscious /'IaJos/ adj very sweet and juicy 
lush /IaJ/ adj thick and rich o The cattle 
were put to graze on the lush grass by the 
river. O Lush tropical vegetation rapidly cov¬ 


lyrics 

ered the clearing. ■ noun an alcoholic, 
drunkard (slang) o She has the reputation of 
being a bit of a lush. 

lust /lAst/ noun 1. strong sexual desire O He 
looked at her with eyes full of lust. 2. a great 
desire for something O She is driven by a lust 
for power. ■ verb □ to lust after or for 
someone or something to have a great desire 
for someone or something O She has been 
lusting after Harry ever since she met him. O 
I have never really lusted after power or 
glory. 

lustre /'lASto/ noun shine and brilliance 
(NOTE: The US spelling is luster.) 
lustrous /'lAStros/ adj shiny 
lusty /'lAsti/ adj strong and healthy. Syn¬ 
onym hearty. Antonym feeble (NOTE: lust¬ 
ier - lustiest) 

luxuriant /lAg'zjuoriont/ adj growing 
thickly 

luxurious /lAg'zjuorios/ adj very comfort¬ 
able and expensive 

luxuriously /lAk'zjuoriosli/ adv in a luxu¬ 
rious way 

luxury /'lAkJori/ noun 1. great comfort o 
He lived a life of great luxury. O A hot bath is 
a real luxury after two weeks camping in the 
mountains. □ to stay in a luxury hotel to 
stay in a five-star hotel, a very good hotel 
with luxurious rooms and higher prices 2. a 
thing which is pleasant to have, but not nec¬ 
essary O She often buys little luxuries for des¬ 
sert on Friday nights. (NOTE: The plural in 
this meaning is luxuries) 

Lycra /'laikro/ trademark the trademark for 
a type of stretchable fabric O She was wear¬ 
ing Lycra shorts. 

(D lying /'laurj/i) lie 

lynch /lint// verb (of a mob) to catch an ac¬ 
cused person and execute him or her, espe¬ 
cially by hanging, without a trial 
lynx /lirjks/ noun a short-tailed animal of 
the cat family (NOTE: The plural is lynxes.) 
lyricist /'lirisist/ noun a person who writes 
the words of a song 

lyrics /'links/ plural noun the words of a 
song O He wrote the lyrics for the musical. 


M 


m 1 /em/, M noun the thirteenth letter of the 
alphabet, between L and N 
m 2 abbr 1. metre 2. mile 3. million 4. 
motorway 

M noun the Roman numeral for 1000 
(D ma /ma:/ noun a mother ( informal) 

MA abbr Master of Arts o She’s taking an 
MA course in Italian art. (NOTE: written after 
the name: Jane Bushell MA) 
ma’am /maim/ noun a formal or polite way 
of referring to a lady 

mac /mask/ noun a coat which keeps off 
water, which is worn when it is raining (infor¬ 
mal). Also called raincoat (NOTE: short for 

mackintosh) 

macabre /mo'kaibro/ adj very strange and 
horrifying, especially referring to dead 
bodies 

macaroni /, masks'rouni/ noun an Italian 
food made of short thick tubes of flour paste 
mace /meis/ noun 1 . a heavy bar of wood 
or metal used in ceremonies to symbolise au¬ 
thority 2. a spice made from the outside of a 
nutmeg 

machete /ms'Jeti/ noun a large sharp 
knife 

<D machine /ms'Jiin/ noun 1. a device 
which works with a motor O We have bought 
a machine for putting leaflets in envelopes. O 
There is a message on my answering ma¬ 
chine. O She made her dress on her sewing 
machine. O The washing machine has broken 
and flooded the kitchen. 2. an organisation O 
The party machine moved into action to pre¬ 
pare for the general election. ■ verb to make 
or shape with a machine 
machine gun /ma'Jiin gAn/ noun a gun 
which automatically fires many bullets rap¬ 
idly, one after the other 
machine-readable /ma'Jiin 'ri:dsb(s)l/ 
adj which can be used by a computer 
<S> machinery /ms'Jiinari/ noun 1. many 
machines, taken as a group O The factory has 
got rid of a lot of old machinery. 2. a way of 
organising something O a review of local 
government machinery O the machinery for 
awarding government contracts (NOTE: no 
plural: some machinery, a piece of 
machinery) 


machine tool /ms'Ji'n tuil/ noun a tool 
driven by a motor, used to work on wood or 
metal 

machinist /ms'J’iinist/ noun a person who 
works a machine 

macho /'mastjsu/ adj behaving in a way 
that is thought to be typical of a man (disap¬ 
proving). Synonym manly 
mackerel /'maskrsl/ noun a sea fish with 
dark flesh, eaten grilled or smoked; also 
canned and made into pate (NOTE: The plural 
is mackerel.) 

mackintosh /'maskintDjV noun full form 
of mac (dated) 

macro /'maekrsu/ noun a block of instruc¬ 
tions for a computer identified by one or 
more keystrokes O I do the page layouts us¬ 
ing a macro. (NOTE: The plural is macros.) 
macro- /maekrsu/ prefix on a large scale 
(D mad /masd/ adj 1 . having a serious mental 
disorder (offensive) 2. silly or crazy o Every¬ 
one thought he was mad to try to cross the 
Atlantic in a rowing boat. □ mad about 
someone or something very keen on some¬ 
one or something (informal) O He’s mad 
about jigsaw puzzles. □ mad as a hatter to¬ 
tally crazy O Don’t ask him for advice - he’s 
as mad as a hatter. 3. wildly frantic O The 
noise is driving her mad. □ like mad very 
fast or very enthusiastically (informal) o He 
drove like mad and managed to get to the sta¬ 
tion in time to catch the train. O They worked 
like mad to finish the job on time. 4. very an¬ 
gry (informal) o She’s mad at or with him for 
borrowing her car. O He was hopping mad 
when they told him his car had been stolen. 
(NOTE: madder - maddest) 
madam /'masdsm/ noun 1. a way of refer¬ 
ring to a lady, often used by waiters or ser¬ 
vants O After you, madam. O Would madam 
like some more tea? 2. writing a letter to a 
lady whom you do not know O Dear Madam 
mad cow disease /masd 'kau di.ziiz/ 
noun bovine spongiform encephalopathy, a 
disease affecting the brains of cattle (infor¬ 
mal) 

madden /'maed(3)n/ verb to annoy a per¬ 
son or animal greatly. Synonym infuriate. 
Antonym pacify 


maddening 

maddening /'maed(3)nig/ adj exasperat¬ 
ing or annoying. Synonym infuriating. Ant¬ 
onym pleasing 

CD made /meid/ 1 > make (note: Do not con¬ 
fuse with maid.) 

made-to-measure /.meid to 'me 3 o/ adj 
(of clothes) made specially for one person. 
Synonym tailor-made. Antonym off-the- 
peg 

d> made-up /,meid 'Ap/ adj 1. wearing 
makeup O She was heavily made-up to try to 
hide the bruise on her cheek. 2. invented O It 
was a made-up story - none of the report was 
true. 

madhouse /'masdhaus/ noun 1. a hospital 
for people who have mental illnesses (offen¬ 
sive) 2. a place where there is a lot of con¬ 
fused activity (informal) 
madly /'masdli/ adv in a wild way 
(D madman /'msedmon/ noun a person who 
is mentally ill ( offensive) □ to drive like a 
madman to drive very fast 
<D madness /'masdnos/ noun 1. stupid be¬ 
haviour which may be dangerous O It’s sheer 
madness to go out in a little boat in this 
weather. 2. the fact of being mad O They say 
that talking to yourself is the first sign of 
madness. 

madras /mo'drais/ noun a type of hot 
curry 

madrigal /'m 2 edrig(o)l/ noun a group song 
popular in the 16th and 17th centuries 
maestro /'maistrou/ noun 1. a musical ge¬ 
nius 2. the conductor of an orchestra O Play 
it again, maestro! (NOTE: The plural is mae- 
stros.) 

mafia /'masfio/ noun a secret Italian organi¬ 
sation dealing in crime, t godfather 
mag /mzeg/ noun an illustrated publication 
which comes out regularly O He found a pile 
of old car mags in a corner of the shop. Syn¬ 
onym magazine ■ abbr magnetic 
d> magazine /mzego'ziin/ noun 1. an illus¬ 
trated publication which comes out regularly 
O The gardening magazine comes out on Fri¬ 
days. 2. a radio or TV programme made up 
from various items on the same theme, 
broadcast regularly O Following the news, 
this week’s science magazine has features on 
space telescopes and the disappearing ozone 
layer. 3. a container for ammunition which 
can be attached to a gun, or for film or slides 
which can be attached to a camera or projec¬ 
tor O He clipped the magazine to the gun. 
maggot /'masgot/ noun a white caterpillar 
of a bluebottle, which eats rotting meat 
magic /'maed 3 ik/ noun spells, and conjur¬ 
ing tricks which do not appear to follow nor¬ 
mal scientific rules O The conjuror made a 
rabbit appear in his hat, and the children all 
thought it was magic. □ as if by magic sud¬ 


magnetic 

denly, without any possible explanation O He 
pushed a button and, as if by magic, lights 
came on all over the garden. ■ adj enchanted 
O The children found themselves in a magic 
wood. 

magical /'maed3ik(9)l/ adj as if produced 
by magic 

magically /'ma 2 d 3 ikli/ adv as if by magic 
magic bullet /,ma£d 3 ik 'bulit/ noun 1. a 
medicine which can quickly cure a serious 
illness 2. a quick solution to a difficult 
problem 

magician /m3'd3ij(3)n/ noun 1 . a wizard 
O Merlin was the great magician in medieval 
legends. 2. a conjuror O They hired a magi¬ 
cian to entertain the children at the party. 
magic wand /,m2ed3ik 'wDnd/ noun same 
as wand 

(D magistrate /'masd 3 istreit/ noun a judge 
who tries cases in a minor court 
magistrates’ court /'msed 3 istreits ko:t/ 
noun 1. a building where magistrates try 
cases O The magistrates ’ court is just oppo¬ 
site the police station. (NOTE: Magistrates 
who do not receive a salary are also called 
Justices of the Peace or JPs.) 2. a court 
presided over by magistrates O He appeared 
before the magistrates ’ court on a charge of 
theft. 

Magna Carta /.maegna ku:to/ noun the 
‘Great Charter’, granted by King John in 
1215, which gave English barons and free 
citizens certain political and personal 
freedoms 

magnanimity /.mcegno'nimiti/ noun 
great generosity 

magnanimous /masg'ncenimos/ adj very 
kind and generous to someone you have de¬ 
feated or to someone who is weaker than you 
magnanimously /mgeg'nasnimosli/ adv 
in a magnanimous way 
magnate /'masgneit/ noun an important 
and powerful businessman. Synonym 
tycoon 

magnesium /masg'niiziom/ noun a white 
metal which is used in making alloys and is 
also an essential element in biological life 
(D magnet /'masgmt/ noun 1. a piece of 
metal which attracts iron and steel and will 
point roughly north when balanced on a pivot 
O There is a magnet inside the compass. O 
She has a Mickey Mouse which sticks to the 
fridge door with a magnet. 2. anything which 
attracts people or things O Moths were at¬ 
tracted to the lamp like a magnet. O The big 
city is a magnet for teenagers running away 
from home. 

magnetic /masg'netik/ adj 1. which at¬ 
tracts metal O Iron and steel can be made 
magnetic, but wood and paper cannot. 2. 
having a power of attraction O She has a 
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magnetic personality - everyone looks at her 
when she enters a room. 
magnetically /maeg'netikli/ adv by or us¬ 
ing a magnet 

magnetic field /masg.netik 'fiild/ noun 
an area around a magnet which is under its 
influence 

magnetic north /maeg.netik 'no:0/ noun 
the point near the North Pole to which the 
needle of a compass points 
magnetic pole /masg.netik 'paul/ noun 
one of the two poles which are the centres of 
the earth’s magnetic field 
magnetic strip /mceg.netik 'strip/ noun 
a layer of magnetic material on a plastic card, 
used for recording data 
magnetic tape /maeg'netik teip/ noun a 
special plastic tape on which sounds and pic¬ 
tures can be recorded, also used for recording 
computer data. Also called mag tape 
magnetise /'maegnstaiz/, magnetize 
verb to make a piece of metal into a magnet 
magnetism /'m£egn9tiz(3)m/ noun 1 . the 
quality of being magnetic 2. being charming 
and attractive O The princess had enormous 
personal magnetism. 

magnification /.maegmfi'keiJXsjn/ noun 

1. the action of making something appear 
larger O Magnification enables us to see 
things that are too small to be visible to the 
naked eye. 2. the degree to which things ap¬ 
pear larger when magnified O What magnifi¬ 
cation do you get with these binoculars? 
magnificence /m2eg'mfis(3)ns/ noun 
splendour or luxury 

magnificent /masg'nifis(9)nt/ adj very 
fine, very splendid or very luxurious. Syn¬ 
onym superb 

magnificently /m£eg'mfis(3)ntli/ adv in a 
magnificent way 

magnify /'maegmfai/ verb to make some¬ 
thing appear larger 

magnifying glass /'masgmfaiir) ,gla:s/ 
noun a lens which makes small objects ap¬ 
pear larger 

® magnitude /'rmegmtjuid/ noun 1. im¬ 
portance O They did not underestimate the 
magnitude of the task. O We will need more 
staff if we take on a project of this magnitude. 

2. a measure of the brightness of any object 
in the sky O a star of the third magnitude 
magnolia /maeg'nsulis/ noun a large tree 
with huge white or pink flowers 
magnum /'masgnam/ noun a large bottle 
of wine, especially champagne, containing 
about 1.5 litres O They ordered magnums of 
champagne to celebrate their win. 
magnum opus /.msegnam 'aupss/ noun 
the most important work produced by some¬ 
one, especially by an artist 


mail shot 

magpie /'masgpai/ noun a common large 
black and white bird 

mag tape /masg teip/ noun same as mag¬ 
netic tape 

mahogany /ma'hDgsni/ noun a dark red 
tropical hardwood, now becoming rare 
maid /meid/ noun 1. a female servant o The 
maid forgot to change the towels. O The cha¬ 
let has a daily maid to do the cleaning. 2. □ 
old maid a middle-aged woman who is still 
not married 

maiden /'meid(3)n/ noun an unmarried girl 
or woman O The village maidens danced at 
the wedding. ■ adj 1. (of a woman) unmar¬ 
ried 2. □ maiden (over) (in cricket) an over 
where no runs are scored 
maiden aunt /,meid(3)n 'a:nt/ noun an 
unmarried aunt (dated) 
maiden flight /,meid(3)n 'flait/ noun the 
first flight of a new aircraft 
maiden name /'meid(3)n neim/ noun the 
surname of a woman before she is married 
maiden speech /,meid(3)n 'spirt JV noun 
the first speech of a Member of Parliament 
maiden voyage /,meid(3)n 'vond 3 / 
noun the first voyage of a new ship 
(D mail /meil/ noun 1. letters which are de¬ 
livered or which are sent O The mail hasn’t 
come yet. O The receipt was in this morning’s 
mail. 2. a service provided by the post office 
O We sent the parcel by sea mail. O It’s 
cheaper to send the order by surface mail 
than by air. ■ verb to send something by the 
postal services O We mailed the catalogue to 
addresses all over Europe. O He mailed the 
order last Wednesday. (NOTE: Mail is used in 
both British and US English; British English 
also uses post, but US English does not.) 
mailbox /'meilboks/ noun US 1. one of 
several boxes where incoming mail is put in a 
large building O I checked the mailbox to see 
if I had any letters. 2. a box for putting letters 
and packets in which you want to mail O / 
posted the letter in the mailbox at the corner 
of the street. (NOTE: The plural is mail¬ 
boxes. The British English term is 
letterbox or postbox.) 

® mailing list /'meilig list/ noun a list of 
names and addresses of people to whom in¬ 
formation can be sent 

mailman /'meilmasn/ noun US a man who 
delivers letters (NOTE: The plural is mail¬ 
men. The British English term is postman.) 
mail merge /'meil m3id3/ noun a com¬ 
puter program which allows the same letter 
to be written to many different addresses 
d> mail order /meil 'oida/ noun ordering 
and buying by post 

mail shot /'meil Jot/, mailing shot 

/'meilig Jot/ noun a letter or letters advertis- 
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ing things and sent by post to possible 
customers 

maim /meim/ verb to injure someone very 
badly, sometimes causing permanent dam¬ 
age. Synonym wound 

CD main /mein/ adj most important o The 
main thing is to get to work on time. O Their 
main factory is in Scotland. O January is the 
main month for skiing holidays. O A car will 
meet you at the main entrance. Antonym mi¬ 
nor ■ noun 1 . a large pipe for water or gas o 
A water main burst and flooded the street. O 
Workmen hit a gas main when they were dig¬ 
ging a hole in the road. 2. □ the mains elec¬ 
tricity brought into a building O That 
computer is plugged into the mains. O Our 
radio can run either on battery or mains. 
main clause /mein 'kloiz/ noun the main 
part of a sentence 

main course /'mein kois/ noun the most 
important part of a meal, usually a dish of 
meat and vegetables or fish and vegetables 
mainframe /'meinfreim/ noun a large 
computer 

mainland /'meinlond/ noun a large solid 
mass of land, as opposed to an island. Syn¬ 
onym landmass. Antonym island □ in 
mainland Europe in Europe, not counting 
the British Isles 

main line /'mein lain/ noun an important 
main railway line 

(D mainly /'meinli/ adv 1 . most often o We 
sell mainly to businesses. O People mainly go 
on holiday in the summer. 2. chiefly O She is 
mainly interested in old churches. 
main road /mein 'roud/ noun the largest 
and busiest road in a place 
mainsail /'meinseil/ noun the most impor¬ 
tant sail on a sailing ship 
mainspring /’meinsprir)/ noun 1. the cen¬ 
tral spring of a watch or clock O The main¬ 
spring has snapped and needs replacing. 2. 
the most important reason which makes you 
do something O Ambition seemed to be the 
mainspring of her professional life. 
mainstay /'meinstei/ noun a main support 
that plays the most important part in keeping 
something going 

mainstream /'meinstriim/ adj (of a 
group) most important. Synonym normal. 
Antonym unconventional 
(D maintain /mein'tein/ verb 1. to keep 
something going O We like to maintain good 
relations with our customers. 2. to keep 
something in good working order O The 
boiler needs to be regularly maintained. 3. to 
state something as a fact O Throughout the 
trial he maintained that the car was not his. 

© maintenance /'meintonons/ noun 1. 
the act of keeping something in working or¬ 
der O We offer a full maintenance service. 2. 


majority 

the act of keeping things going or working O 
The maintenance of contacts with govern¬ 
ment officials. 3. money for upkeep, espe¬ 
cially paid by a divorced or separated person 
to help pay for living expenses for children O 
to pay maintenance for the children 
maisonette /.meizo'net/ noun a flat on 
two floors in a larger house (NOTE: The US 
term is duplex.) 

maitre d’hotel /.metro dou'tel/ noun a 
head waiter (NOTE: The US term is maitre 

d ’>. 

maize /meiz/ noun a widely grown cereal 
crop, with tall plants bearing large yellow 
seeds (NOTE: Do not confuse with maze. 
The US term is corn.) 
majestic /mo^estik/ adj grand or stately 
majestically /mo^estikli/ adv grandly 
majesty /'maed 30 sti/ noun 1 . a beautiful or 
impressive sight O The majesty of the 
snow-covered mountains took his breath 
away. 2. used as a title for a king or queen O 
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II (NOTE: The 
plural majesties is used to refer to several 
kings and queens: Their Majesties, the King 
and Queen of Norway. The way to address 
a king or queen directly is: Your Majesty.) 

© major /'meid 30 / adj 1. important O In¬ 
haled tar is a major cause of lung cancer. O 
Computers are a major influence on modern 
industrial society. O Many small roads are 
blocked by snow, but the major roads are 
open. □ the major part of something most 
of something O The major part of the film 
takes place in Scotland. 2. (in music) a key 
where there are semitones between the third 
and fourth, and seventh and eighth notes, and 
tones between the others O She played a con¬ 
certo in B major. Compare minor ■ noun a 
rank of an officer in the army below colonel 
O A major came up in a truck with six sol¬ 
diers. (NOTE: also used as a title before a 
surname: Major Smith) u verb US to spe¬ 
cialise in a subject at university O She ma¬ 
jored in English literature. 
majorette /,meid 3 o'ret/ noun a girl who 
marches in front of a parade 
@ majority /mo'd 3 Driti/ noun 1. the larger 
part of a group O The majority of the mem¬ 
bers of the club don’t want to change the 
rules. □ in the majority being more than half 
of the members O Women are in a majority 
on the committee, t silent 2. a number of 
voters which is larger than half O She was 
elected with a majority of10,000. □ the gov¬ 
ernment has a majority of one the govern¬ 
ment has one MP more than the opposition □ 
a two-thirds majority more than 66% O You 
need a two-thirds majority to get the ap¬ 
proval of the shareholders. 3. the age when 
you become legally adult O He will inherit 
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from his grandfather when he reaches his 
majority. 

(D make /meik/ noun the country or the 
company which makes something O Japa¬ 
nese makes of cars O What is the make of 
your refrigerator? Synonym sort ■ verb 1. 
to put something together or build something 
O He made a boat out of old pieces of wood. 
O These knives are made of steel. 2. to get 
something ready O She is making a Christ¬ 
mas cake. O Do you want me to make some 
tea? □ to make a bed to make a bed tidy af¬ 
ter someone has slept in it O When we got to 
the hotel, the beds hadn’t been made. 3. to 
add up to a total O Six and four make ten. 4. 
to earn money O He made millions of pounds 
by buying and selling property. 5. to give 
someone a feeling O The smell of curry 
makes me hungry. O The rough sea made him 
feel sick. O Looking at old photographs made 
her sad. O He made himself comfortable in 
the armchair. 6. to force someone to do 
something O His mother made him clean his 
room. O The teacher made us all stay in after 
school. O I can't make the car go any faster. 
O What on earth made you do that? 7. (in 
sports) to score o He made 156. (NOTE: 
making - made /meid/) □ to make good 
something to put something right O They 
promised to make good the damage they 
caused. □ to make good to become success¬ 
ful O He’s a local boy who has made good in 
the city. □ to make it to be successful O We 
won’t make it - we left the house too late. □ 
what time do you make it? what is the time 
according to your watch? □ to make sense of 
something to understand something O I can’t 
make any sense of what she’s trying to say. □ 
to make do with to use something because 
there is nothing else available O to make 
sense 1. to be understood o The message 
doesn ’t make sense. 2. to be a good idea O It 
makes sense to put a little money into your 
savings account every week. 
make-believe /'meik bi,li:v/ noun the 
practice of pretending that something is true 
when it is not. Synonym fantasy. Antonym 
reality 

(S> make for /'meik foil verb 1. to go to¬ 
wards a place O The army was making for the 
capital. O As soon as the film started, she 
made straight for the exit. 2. to help some¬ 
thing to happen O Non-stick pans make for 
easier washing up. 

(D make Of /'meik ov/ verb to have an im¬ 
pression or opinion about something 
(S> make off with /,meik 'Df wi6/ verb to 
steal something. Synonym appropriate 
<D make out /,meik 'aut/ verb 1. to be able 
to see clearly O Can you make out the house 
in the dark? 2. to be able to understand O / 
can’t make out why he doesn’t want to come. 


3. to claim something which is probably not 
true O The English weather isn’t really as 
bad as it is made out to be. O She tries to 
make out that she’s very poor. 4. to write 
something, such as a name O The cheque is 
made out to Mr Smith. 5. US to be successful 
O He tried opening a fish restaurant but it 
didn’t make out. O How is Bobby making out 
at school? 

make over /,meik 'ouvo/ verb □ to make 
over something to someone to pass owner¬ 
ship of something to someone O He made 
over the property to his daughter. 
maker /'meiko/ noun a person who makes 
something. Synonym creator. Antonym de¬ 
stroyer □ our Maker God 
makeshift /'meikjift/ adj used tempo¬ 
rarily in place of something else. Antonym 
permanent 

(D make up /.rneik '\pl verb 1. to invent a 
story O He said he had seen a man climbing 
into the house, but in fact he made the whole 
story up. 2. □ to make yourself up to put on 
makeup, e.g. powder and lipstick 3. to form 
something O The staff is made up of secretar¬ 
ies and drivers. 4. □ to make up your mind 
to decide on something O They can’t make up 
their minds on where to go for their holiday. 
□ his mind is made up nothing will make 
him change his mind O It’s no use talking to 
him - his mind is made up. 5. to become 
friends again O They quarrelled, and then 
made it up. 6. □ to make it up to someone to 
compensate someone for something, e.g. for 
something lost or damaged O Don’t worry 
about the paint on your carpet - we ’ll make it 
up to you. 

d> makeup /'meikAp/ noun 1. substances, 
e.g. face powder and lipstick, which are put 
on your face to make it more beautiful O She 
wears no makeup apart from a little eye 
shadow. O He spent hours over his makeup 
for the part of the monster. 2. the way in 
which something is formed or arranged O By 
bringing in ministers from another party, the 
Prime Minister has altered the whole makeup 
of the Cabinet. O The census shows the ethnic 
makeup of the population. 

<D making /'meikig/ noun the construction 
or formation of something □ it was four 
years in the making it took four years to 
make □ it has the makings of something it 
may develop into something O The situation 
has all the makings of a political crisis. 
maladjusted /.maslo^Astid/ adj unable 
to fit in with the rest of society 
maladroit /.maslo'droit/ adj clumsy when 
dealing with people or things. Synonym 
awkward 

malaise /mo'leiz/ noun 1. a feeling of be¬ 
ing slightly ill O She had a feeling of malaise 
but couldn’t say what caused it. 2. a feeling 
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of being slightly worried O There is a gen¬ 
eral malaise among the middle-class which 
might make them vote against the 
government. 

malaria /mo'leorio/ noun a tropical disease 
caused by a parasite which enters the body 
after a bite from a female mosquito 
® male /meil/ adj 1. referring to the sex 
which does not give birth to young O A male 
deer is called a stag. 2. referring to men or 
boys O The male population is more likely to 
get flu than the female. ■ noun 1. a man or 
boy O The wreckage contained the bodies of 
two males and two females. 2. an animal or 
insect of the sex which does not give birth to 
young or lay eggs O With spiders, the female 
is usually bigger than the male. (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with mail.) 
male menopause /meil 'menopoiz/ 
noun a period in a man’s life in middle age, 
when he wants to change his way of life 
malevolence /mo'levolons/ noun the 
state of wanting to harm other people. Syn¬ 
onym wickedness. Antonym benevolence 
malevolent /mo'levolant/ adj who wants 
to harm other people. Antonym benevolent 
malformation /.mgelfDi'meiJXojn/ noun 
the fact of being wrongly shaped or badly 
formed 

malfunction /mael'fArjkfon/ noun the fact 
of not working properly O The data was lost 
due to a software malfunction. Synonym 
fault ■ verb not to work properly o Some of 
the keys on the keyboard have started to mal¬ 
function. Antonym function 
malice /'masks/ noun an unfriendly or 
spiteful feeling towards someone. Synonym 
hatred □ to do something out of malice to 
do something just to hurt someone O She 
threw away his diary out of or from pure 
malice. 

malicious /mo'lijos/ adj 1. done because 
you want to harm someone O There has been 
some malicious gossip about her. O It was a 
malicious attempt to make her lose her job. 
2. done without a lawful reason 
maliciously /mo'lijosli/ adv in a mali¬ 
cious way 

malign /mo'lain/ verb to say nasty things 
about someone or something O I’ve no wish 
to malign my assistant, who has generally 
been doing an excellent job. Synonym criti¬ 
cise. Antonym praise □ he has been much 
maligned people have criticised him a lot ■ 
adj causing harm ( literary) o the malign in¬ 
fluence of drugs. Synonym harmful. Ant¬ 
onym benign 

malignancy /mo'lignonsi/ noun the fact 
of being malignant 

malignant /mo'lignont/ adj 1. likely to be 
cause death 2. wanting to harm someone O 


his malignant attitude towards his neigh¬ 
bours because of their dog 
mall /moil/ noun □ the Mall a street in Lon¬ 
don leading from Trafalgar Square to 
Buckingham Palace O The soldiers paraded 
down the Mall to Buckingham Palace. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with maul.) 
malleable /'m£eliob(o)l/ adj soft, which 
can be moulded into shape 
mallet /'maelit/ noun a large wooden 
hammer 

malnourished /imel'nAriJt/ adj suffering 
from malnutrition 

malnutrition /.maelnju'triJXojn/ noun the 
state of not having enough to eat 
malpractice /msel'praektis/ noun the 
practice of acting in an unprofessional or ille¬ 
gal way {by a doctor, lawyer, accountant, 
etc.). Synonym misconduct 
malt /moilt/ noun barley grains which have 
been through the malting process and are 
used in breweries to make beer and in distill¬ 
eries to make whisky ■ verb 1. to treat grain 
such as barley by allowing it to sprout and 
then drying it 2. to flavour something with 
malt 

malted milk /.moiltid 'milk/ noun a hot 
drink made from milk powder flavoured with 
malt 

maltreat /msel'triit/ verb to treat someone 
badly 

malt whisky /moilt 'wiski/ noun whisky 
distilled from malted barley 
mama /mo'ma:/ noun a child’s name for 
mother ( informal dated) 

(D mammal /'m 2 em(o)l/ noun a type of ani¬ 
mal which gives birth to live young and feeds 
them with milk 

mammalian /mo'meilion/ adj referring to 
mammals 

mammoth /'imemoB/ noun a very large 
hairy elephant living in prehistoric times O 
There’s a full-size model of a mammoth in 
the museum. O The woolly mammoth is 
thought to have become extinct during the 
last Ice Age. ■ adj enormous or huge o Up¬ 
dating the bank's computer records is a 
mammoth task. Synonym enormous. Ant¬ 
onym tiny 

(J) man /maen/ noun 1. a male human being 
O That tall man is my brother. O There’s a 
young man at reception asking for Mr Smith. 
2. any human being O Stone Age men existed 
several thousand years ago. 3. □ the man in 
the street an ordinary person O The man in 
the street isn’t interested in quantum physics. 
4. an ordinary soldier or worker O Half the 
men are off sick. (NOTE: The plural is men 
/men/.) ■ verb to provide staff to work 
something O The switchboard is manned all 
day. O She sometimes mans the front desk 
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when the receptionist is ill. (NOTE: mans - 
manning - manned) 

manacle /'maenok(o)l/ noun one of two 
steel rings connected by a chain which at¬ 
taches the wrists or ankles of a prisoner to¬ 
gether. t handcuffs ■ verb to attach a 
prisoner’s wrists or ankles together O The 
prisoners entered the court manacled. 

(D manage /'maemd 3 / verb 1. to be in 
charge of something O She manages all our 
offices in Europe. O We want to appoint 
someone to manage the new shop. 2. □ to 
manage to do something to do something 
successfully O Did you manage to phone the 
office? O The burglars managed to open the 
door of the safe. 3. to be able to work prop¬ 
erly or cope with a situation O Can you man¬ 
age all by yourself? O How are we going to 
manage without a driver? 
manageable /'masmdsob^)!/ adj which 
can be dealt with easily 
® management /'masmdsmont/ noun 1. 
a group of people who direct workers O The 
management has decided to move to new of¬ 
fices. □ under new management with a new 
owner or manager O The shop is under new 
management. 2. the directing and control of 
work O He ' s taking a course in management. 
O If anything goes wrong now it’s just a case 
of bad management. 

management team /'masmdsmont 
trim/ noun all the managers who work to¬ 
gether in a company 

<D manager /'m&mdzN noun 1. the person 
in charge of a department in a shop or in a 
business O The bank manager wants to talk 
about your account. O The sales manager or¬ 
ganised a publicity campaign. O She’s the 
manager of the shoe department. 2. an organ¬ 
iser of a sports team O The club have just 
sacked their manager. 3. a person who is em¬ 
ployed to organise the work of someone, e.g. 
a singer, sportsman or actor O Her manager 
is organising her tour of North America. 
manageress /.mcemdso'res/ noun a 
woman who manages a shop or department 
(dated) (NOTE: The plural is 

manageresses.) 

managerial /maeno'dsioriol/ adj referring 
to managers. Synonym executive □ to be 
appointed to a managerial position to be 
appointed a manager □ decisions taken at 
managerial level decisions taken by 
managers 

<S> managing director /.masnodsir) dai- 
'rekto/ noun a director in charge of a 
company 

Mandarin /'masndorin/ noun the principal 
spoken form of Chinese, the official language 
of China 

(D mandate /'masndeit/ noun the power 
given to a person to act on behalf of someone 


else □ the government has a clear mandate 
from the people to improve the health ser¬ 
vice when they voted for the government 
people approved of the plan to improve the 
health service 

mandatory /'masndot^jri/ adj which has 
to be done or has to take place because of a 
rule or law. Synonym obligatory. Antonym 
optional 

mandible /'m£endib(9)l/ noun the lower 
jaw of an animal, e.g. a bird, insect, or human 
being 

mandolin /.masndo'lin/ noun a stringed in¬ 
strument like a small guitar with eight strings 
mane /mein/ noun the long hair on the neck 
of a lion or horse (literary or informal) 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with main.) 
manfully /'maenf(o)li/ adv in a strong and 
determined way 

manger /'meind39/ noun a box for food 
for farm animals, e.g. horses or cows 
mangle /'masrjgol/ noun a device with roll¬ 
ers for squeezing the water out of clothes, 
etc. which have been washed (dated) o Put 
the sheets through the mangle before hang¬ 
ing them up to dry. ■ verb 1. to squash some¬ 
thing or chop something up O The mangled 
remains of a dog run over by a lorry. 2. to 
spoil something by doing it badly O He man¬ 
gled his part so much that the audience 
laughed. O The poem was completely man¬ 
gled in translation. 

mango /'masrjgou/ noun a large tropical 
fruit with yellow flesh and a big stone (NOTE: 
The plural is mangoes.) 
mangrove /'maeg.grouv/ noun a tree 
which grows beside water in hot countries 
and which has roots above the ground 
manhandle /'m£enh 2 end(o)l/ verb 1. to 
move something large and heavy by hand O 
Ten men were needed to manhandle the 
statue into place. 2. to handle someone 
roughly O The protesters complained they 
had been manhandled by the police. 
manhole /'masnhoul/ noun a hole in the 
road or pavement through which you go be¬ 
low the ground, e.g. into the sewers 
manhood /'masnhud/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing a man (NOTE: no plural) 
manhunt /'maen.hAnt/ noun a search for 
someone, especially by the police 
mania /'meinio/ noun 1. a form of mental 
illness where the patient is very excited and 
violent 2. a passion for something O He has a 
mania for collecting old cars. O She has a 
mania for white clothes. 
maniac /'meiniaek/ noun 1. a person with a 
mania O A maniac with a gun was holding 
the family hostage. 2. a crazy person O We 
were nearly killed by some maniac driving a 
sports car. 
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manic /'maenik/ adj 1. wildly energetic o 
The scene of manic activity in the office as 
everyone rushed to finish the work before the 
deadline. 2. referring to mania 
manic depression /.maenik di'prej(a)n/, 
manic-depressive illness /.maenik di- 
'presiv , linos/ noun a psychological illness 
in which the patient moves between mania 
and depression and has delusions 
manicure /'maemkjua/ noun the act of 
looking after the hands and nails □ to have a 
manicure to have your hands cleaned and 
nails trimmed O She offered to give me a 
manicure. ■ verb to look after the hands and 
nails O her beautifully manicured hands 
manicurist /'maenikjuarist/ noun a per¬ 
son whose job is to look after people’s hands 
manifest /'maenifest/ adj obvious, plain 
for everyone to see O His manifest lack of in¬ 
terest in the subject, made teaching him diffi¬ 
cult. Synonym apparent. Antonym unclear 
■ noun a list of goods, cargo, or passengers 
O According to the manifest, the cargo is 
supposed to be tractor parts. ■ verb to show 
something O The cat manifested no interest 
in her food whatsoever. □ to manifest itself 
as something to show itself as something o 
The disease first manifests itself as a slight 
skin rash. 

® manifestation /.maemfe'steiJXajn/ 
noun an appearance 

manifestly /'maemfestli/ adv obviously 
( formal) 

manifesto /.maeni'festau/ noun □ a polit¬ 
ical party’s manifesto a programme of ac¬ 
tion outlined by a political party and 
published as a pamphlet O The Conservative 
manifesto was published last week. Compare 
platform 

manipulate /ma'mpjuleit/ verb 1. to in¬ 
fluence people or situations so that you get 
what you want O By manipulating the media 
the government made sure its message got 
across to the people. 2. to handle something 
O She found it difficult to manipulate the in¬ 
struments when wearing protective clothing. 
3. to falsify accounts to make a company 
seem more profitable O He was accused of 
manipulating the sales figures to protect the 
share price. 

® manipulation /ma.nipju'leiJXajn/ 
noun 1. the act of influencing people or situ¬ 
ations so that you get what you want O The 
government made sure its message got 
across through its manipulation of the media. 
2. the act of handling machinery O Manipu¬ 
lation of the machine is best done by an 
expert. 

manipulative /ma'mpjulativ/ adj con¬ 
trolling and using people, so as to get them to 
do what you want 


(D mankind /maen'kaind/ noun the human 
race, all human beings (dated) (NOTE: no 
plural) 

manly /'maenli/ adj looking or behaving as 
a man should look or behave. Synonym virile 
man-made /.maen 'meid/ adj which has 
been made by human beings. Synonym 

artificial 

manned /maend/ adj which is operated by 
people 

mannequin /'maemkin/ noun 1. a model 
of a person, dressed in clothes to show them 
to people who might buy them o Her job is 
to dress the mannequins in the store window. 
2. same as model (old) 

® manner /'maena/ noun 1. a way of be¬ 
having O She has a very unpleasant manner. 
O The staff don’t like the new manager’s 
manner. 2. a sort □ in a manner of speaking 
in some sort of way O In a manner of speak¬ 
ing, I’m glad to have got the sack, as I won’t 
have to work in that dreadful office again. 
mannered /'maenad/ adj full of odd unnat¬ 
ural expressions. Synonym affected 
mannerism /'maenariz(a)m/ noun a ges¬ 
ture or way of speaking which is particular to 
one person 

manners /'maenaz/ plural noun a way of 
behaving in public 

manning /’maemr)/ noun same as staffing 
mannish /'maeniJV adj (of a woman) look¬ 
ing or dressing like a man 
manoeuvre /ma'nuiva/ noun a planned 
action to avoid something or to deceive 
someone O The captain had to make a sud¬ 
den manoeuvre to avoid hitting the smaller 
ship. O The company has carried out various 
manoeuvres to avoid bankruptcy. ■ verb 1. 
to move something heavy or difficult to han¬ 
dle O We manoeuvred the piano into position 
on the stage. O A big lorry is difficult to ma¬ 
noeuvre round corners. 2. to work to put 
yourself in a good position O She managed to 
manoeuvre herself onto the board of the com¬ 
pany. (NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is 
maneuver.) 

manoeuvres /ma'nuivaz/ plural noun 
military exercises (NOTE: The US spelling is 

maneuvers.) 

(D manor /'maena/ noun a country house 
and the land surrounding it (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with manner.) 
manor house /'maena haus/ noun a coun¬ 
try house 

manpower /'maenpaua/ noun the number 
of workers in a country or industry or 
organisation 

(D mansion /'maenjan/ noun 1. a very 
large private house O He’s bought a mansion 
overlooking the golf course. O They live in a 
mansion in Hampstead with its own swim- 
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manslaughter 

mingpool and tennis courts. 2. □ mansions a 
large block of flats O His address is Flat 10, 
Harewood Mansions, London Road. 
manslaughter /'masnsloito/ noun the of¬ 
fence of killing someone without having in¬ 
tended to do so or of killing someone 
intentionally but with mitigating circum¬ 
stances. Compare murder 
mantelpiece /'masntl.piis/, mantelshelf 
/'masntljelf/ noun a shelf above a fireplace 
mantle /'maent(o)l/ noun 1. a cloak o La¬ 
dies arrived for the ball wrapped in fur man¬ 
tles. 2. a covering O The ground was covered 
by a mantle of snow. □ to assume the mantle 
of office or power to take up an official posi¬ 
tion or to take power ( formal) o After the 
coup, the general assumed the mantle of 
power. 

mantra /'masntro/ noun a phrase which is 
chanted many times, as in a prayer 
manual /'masnjuol/ adj 1. done by hand 2. 
(of a car) in which the gears are changed by 
hand O I prefer a manual model to an auto¬ 
matic. ■ noun a book of instructions O Look 
in the manual to see if it tells you how to 
change the toner cartridge. 
manufacture ^mamju'fasktjo/ noun the 
process of making a commercially produced 
product O Robots are used in car manufac¬ 
ture. O Most of the cars are of foreign manu¬ 
facture. ■ verb to make products 
commercially O We no longer manufacture 
tractors here. Synonym build 
® manufacturer /.masnju'fasktjoro/ 
noun a person or company producing indus¬ 
trial products. Synonym builder 
® manufacturing /.masnju'faektjorir)/ 
noun the business of making things in large 
quantities for sale O Only 25% of the nation’s 
workforce is now engaged in manufacturing. 
■ adj which manufactures things O the de¬ 
cline of manufacturing industry 
manure /mo'njuo/ noun animal dung used 
as fertiliser on land O The farmers were out 
in the field, spreading manure. ■ verb to 
spread animal dung on the land as fertiliser O 
The soil should be well manured before you 
begin planting. 

manuscript /'masnjuskript/ noun 1. a 
document, letter or poem which has been 
written by hand O the sale of several manu¬ 
script letters by King Charles II O One of the 
original manuscripts of the Domesday Book 
is kept in London. 2. a handwritten or typed 
version of a book which has not been printed 
or published O He sent his manuscript to sev¬ 
eral publishers, but no one wanted to publish 
it. (NOTE: often written MS, plural MSS, say 
‘manuscripts’) 

(D many /'meni/ adj 1. a large number of 
things or people O Many old people live on 
the south coast. O So many people wanted 


rooms that the hotel was booked up. O She 
ate twice as many cakes as her sister did. 2. 
asking a question O How many times have 
you been to France? O How many passen¬ 
gers were there on the plane? 3. □ a great 
many, a good many quite a lot O A good 
many people think we should build a bypass 
round the town. □ too many more than nec¬ 
essary O There were too many people waiting 
and not enough room on the bus for all of 
them. □ one too many one more than enough 
■ pron a large number of people o Many of 
the students knew the lecturer when he was a 
student himself. O Many would say that 
smoking should be banned in all public 
places. 

Maori /'mauri/ adj referring to the original 
inhabitants of New Zealand O The visitors 
were greeted with Maori songs. ■ noun 1 . a 
person of the race of the original inhabitants 
of New Zealand O The Maoris decorated the 
prows of their war canoes. 2. the language 
spoken by the race of the original inhabitants 
of New Zealand 

® map /maep/ noun a drawing which shows 
a place, e.g. a town, a country or the world, 
as if it is seen from the air O Here’s a map of 
Europe. O The village where they live is so 
small I can’t find it on the map. O Show me 
on the map where the mountains are. O They 
lost their way because they’d forgotten to 
take a map. ■ verb 1 . to make a map of a 
place such as a country O The explorers 
mapped the whole of the south of the country. 
2. □ to map something out to plan some¬ 
thing in advance O We met yesterday to map 
out our publicity programme. O They 
mapped out a plan to buy the company. O He 
mapped out a route to get to Birmingham us¬ 
ing only minor roads, not motorways. 
maple /'meip(o)l/ noun a northern tree, 
growing mainly in Canada and the USA, 
with sweet sap 

maple leaf /'meip(9)l li:f/ noun a leaf with 
five points, used as the symbol of Canada on 
the Canadian national flag 
maple syrup /,meip(3)l 'sirop/ noun 
syrup made from the sap of the maple tree 
mar /mail verb to spoil something. Syn¬ 
onym deface. Antonym repair (NOTE: mar¬ 
ring - marred) 

marathon noun /'m£er30(9)n/ a 
long-distance race O A marathon is run over 
26 miles. O She’s training for the New York 
marathon. ■ adj which lasts a long time and 
is very tiring O The marathon meeting of club 
members lasted for over five hours. O After a 
marathon negotiating session, we finally 
reached agreement. 

marauder /mo'roido/ noun a person who 
raids a place. Synonym raider 


marauding 

marauding /ma'roidir)/ adj moving from 
place to place to steal and destroy things 
marble /'ma:b(9)l/ noun 1. a very hard 
type of stone which can be polished so that it 
shines brilliantly O The entrance hall has a 
marble floor. O The table top is made from a 
single slab of green marble. 2. a small glass 
ball 

marbles /'maib(o)lz/ plural noun a game 
played by children by rolling marbles along 
the ground 

march /maitJV noun 1. the act of walking 
in step, especially by soldiers or sailors o The 
soldiers were tired after their long march 
through the mountains. □ a quick or slow 
march a rapid or slow walking pace 2. a 
piece of music with a regular beat for march¬ 
ing O At the end of the burial service the 
band played a slow march. ■ verb 1. to walk 
in step O The guards marched after the band. 
O We were just in time to see the soldiers 
march past. □ quick march! an order to sol¬ 
diers to march at a rapid pace 2. □ the police 
marched him off to prison the police took 
him away quickly to prison 3. to walk 
quickly and purposefully O She marched into 
the shop and asked to speak to the manager. 
4. to walk in a protest march O Thousands of 
workers marched to the parliament building. 
(D March /maitJV noun the third month of 
the year, between February and April (NOTE: 
March 6th or March 6: say ‘March the sixth’ 
or ‘the sixth of March’ or in US English: 
‘March sixth’.) 

marcher /'maitjo/ noun a person who 
marches in a protest march 
march past /'maitj paist/ noun a cere¬ 
monial military parade 
mare /meo/ noun a female horse 
margarine ^maidss'riin/ noun a mixture 
of animal or vegetable oil which is used in¬ 
stead of butter 

marge /ma:d 3 / noun same as margarine 
( informal) 

(D margin /'ma:d 3 in/ noun 1. a white space 
at the edge of a page of writing O Write your 
comments in the margin. O We left a wide 
margin so that you can write notes in it. 2. 
extra space, time, etc. □ leave a margin for 
error to allow extra space or time in case you 
have made a mistake □ by a wide margin by 
a big distance, by a large number of votes, 
etc. O The Labour candidate won by a wide 
margin. 3. money received which is more 
than money paid O Small businesses operate 
on very narrow margins. O We have to cut 
our margins to remain competitive. 
marginal /'ma:d3in(3)l/ adj 1. slight o 
There is only a marginal difference between 
them. 2. {of a parliamentary seat) in which 
the opposing parties are almost equal, with 
very few votes between them O The party is 


mark 

targeting the most marginal seats in the 
country. 

marginalise /'ma:d3in9laiz/, marginalize 

verb to make someone or something less im¬ 
portant. Antonym include 
marginally /'ma:d3in(9)li/ adv slightly 
marigold /'masrigsuld/ noun a common 
garden plant with yellow or orange flowers 
marijuana /.masri'wains/ noun a drug 
made from hemp. Also called cannabis 
marina /ma'riina/ noun a special harbour 
with floating jetties where a large number of 
yachts and pleasure boats can be tied up 
marinade /'masrineid/ noun a mixture of 
wine and herbs, etc., in which meat or fish is 
soaked before cooking O The marinade gives 
a delicious flavour to the meat. ■ verb to 
soak meat or fish in a mixture of wine and 
herbs, etc. O Marinade the meat for twelve 
hours before cooking. 

marinate /'masrineit/ verb same as 

marinade 

marine /ms'riin/ adj referring to the sea o 
She studied marine biology. ■ noun a soldier 
serving in the navy 

Marines /ms'riinz/ plural noun a branch of 
the armed forces whose members operate 
both on land and on sea 
marionette ^maeria'net/ noun a puppet 
moved by strings attached to its arms and 
legs . 

marital /'maerit(3)l/ adj referring to a mar¬ 
riage. Synonym conjugal 
marital status / l m£erit(3)l 'steitas/ noun 
the position of being married, divorced or not 
married 

maritime /'masritaim/ adj referring to the 
sea or ships 

marjoram /'ma:d33r9m/ noun a herb used 
in Mediterranean cooking, especially pizzas 
CD mark /mark/ noun 1. a small spot of a 
different colour O The red wine has made a 
mark on the tablecloth. O She has a mark on 
her forehead where she hit her head. 2. the 
points given to a student O She got top marks 
in English. O What sort of mark did you get 
for your homework? O No one got full marks 
— the top mark was 8 out of 10. 3. a line 
showing a certain point O His income has 
reached the £100,000 mark. 4. a target □ 
wide of the mark not at all correct O His es¬ 
timate of the costs was wide of the mark. 5. a 
printed sign 6. an order given to runners at 
the beginning of a race O On your marks, get 
set, go! 7. money formerly used in Germany, 
now replaced by the euro O The price was 
twenty-five marks. Also called Deutsch¬ 
mark (NOTE: usually written DM after fig¬ 
ures: 25DM) u verb 1. to make a mark on 
something □ the box is marked ‘dangerous’ 
the box has the word ‘dangerous’ written on 
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it 2. to correct and give points to work O The 
teacher hasn’t finished marking our home¬ 
work. O Has the English exam been marked 
yet? 3. □ to mark an opponent (in games) 
to follow an opposing player closely, so as to 
prevent him or her getting the ball 
(§> mark down /,ma:k 'daun/ verb to re¬ 
duce the price of something O We have 
marked all prices down by 30% for the sale. 

(D marked /maikt/ adj 1. very obvious, def¬ 
inite O This month’s sales showed a marked 
improvement. O His performance was first 
class - in marked contrast to his game last 
week. 2. □ to be a marked man to have been 
selected by an enemy as a probable target o 
He informed on the mafia boss, and since has 
become a marked man in fear for his life. 
markedly /'maikidli/ adv very obviously 
© marker /'maiko/ noun 1. a thing which 
marks something O The golfer put down a 
marker before moving his ball. 2. a person 
who gives a mark to something, e.g. a piece 
of work, an examination or an entry in a 
competition O Our teacher is a very hard 
marker - nobody gets more than seven out of 
ten. 

(D market /'maikit/ noun 1. a place where 
products, e.g. fruit and vegetables, are sold 
from small tables, often in the open air O We 
buy all our vegetables and fish at the market. 
O Market day is Saturday, so parking will be 
difficult. 2. □ in the market for something 
wanting to buy O We are in the market for 
good quality antiques. □ on the market for 
sale O Their house has been on the market 
for three months. □ to put something on the 
market to offer something for sale o We put 
our house on the market three months ago 
and no one has even been to look at it. 3. a 
place where a product is required or where a 
product could be sold O The market for Rus¬ 
sian cars has almost disappeared. O The po¬ 
tential global market for this product is 
enormous. □ the domestic market, the 
home market the market in the country 
where you live O Sales in the domestic mar¬ 
ket have not increased. ■ verb to sell prod¬ 
ucts using marketing techniques O This 
product is being marketed in all European 
countries. 

marketable /'maikit9b(3)l/ adj which can 
be sold easily 

market economy /.maikit I'konomi/ 
noun a system of economy in which prices 
and earnings are controlled by the people’s 
demands rather than by the government 
market forces /.maikit 'foisiz/ plural 
noun commercial influences which have an 
effect on the success of a product or firm o 
Market forces decide which firms succeed 
and which fail. 


marquee 

market garden /,maikit 'gaidn/ noun a 
small farm which grows vegetables or fruit 
which are sold in a nearby town (NOTE: The 
US term is truck farm.) 
d> marketing /'maikitirj/ noun the tech¬ 
niques, e.g. publicity and packaging, which 
are used to sell a product. Synonym 
advertising 

(D marketplace /'maikitpleis/ noun 1. an 
open space in the middle of a town where a 
market is held O The marketplace is usually 
right in the centre of a town. 2. the activity of 
selling goods or services O Our sales staff 
find life difficult in the marketplace. O What 
is the reaction to the new car in the 
marketplace? 

market research /.maikit ri's3:tJV noun 
the activity of examining the possible sales of 
a product and the possible customers before 
it is put on the market 

@ market share /,ma:kit 'Jeo/ noun the 
percentage of possible sales which a com¬ 
pany or product has 

market town /'maikit taun/ noun a town 
where an open-air market is held regularly 
<D marking /'maikig/ noun 1. the action of 
making marks 2. the action of correcting 
something, e.g. exercises or homework o 
Marking is not a job I like. 3. exercises or 
exam papers which are waiting to be marked 
O He took a pile of marking home with him. 
marksman /'maiksmon/ noun a person 
who shoots well (NOTE: The plural is marks¬ 
men.) 

<D mark up /,maik 'Ap/ verb to increase the 
price of something O These prices have been 
marked up by 10%. O If retailers find the dis¬ 
count too low they mark the prices up to 
make a better margin. 

mark-up /'mark Ap/ noun an amount 
added to the cost price to give the selling 
price 

<D marmalade /'maimoleid/ noun a jam 
made from fruits such as oranges, lemons or 
grapefruit and eaten at breakfast 
maroon /mo'ruin/ adj deep purple red o 
He was wearing a maroon tie. ■ noun 1. a 
deep purple red colour o Maroon is a favour¬ 
ite colour for school uniforms. 2. a small fire¬ 
work used as a distress signal by ships O The 
coastguard let off a maroon as a signal for 
the lifeboat to be launched. ■ verb to leave 
someone in a place from which there is no es¬ 
cape O They were marooned on the desert is¬ 
land for ten days. O The bus broke down, 
leaving us all marooned miles from any¬ 
where. Synonym abandon 
marque /mark/ noun a famous brand name 
for a car. Synonym make 
marquee /mai'ki:/ noun a very large tent 


mascara 


518 


marquess 

marquess /'mcnkwis/, marquis noun a 
member of the nobility, the rank below a 
duke 

d> marriage /'masrid 3 / noun 1. the state of 
being legally joined as husband and wife o A 
large n umber of marriages end in divorce. O 
She has two sons by her first marriage. 2. a 
wedding, the ceremony of being married O 
They had a simple marriage, with just ten 
guests. O The marriage took place at the reg¬ 
istry office. 

marriageable /'maerid33b(3)l/ adj suit¬ 
able to become married 
(D married /'masrid/ adj joined as husband 
and wife O Are you married or single? O 
How long have you been married. O Married 
life must suit him - he’s put on weight. 
married name /'masrid neim/ noun a hus¬ 
band’s surname taken by a woman when she 
gets married 

marrow /'maerou/ noun a large green vege¬ 
table of the pumpkin family, similar to a 
large cucumber O His marrow was the big¬ 
gest exhibit in the vegetable show. 

(D marry /'masri/ verb 1. to make two peo¬ 
ple husband and wife O They were married at 
the registry office. 2. to become the husband 
or wife of someone O She married the boy 
next door. O She’s married to a policeman. O 
They ’re getting married next Saturday. 
marsh /ma:J7 noun a wet and swampy 
land. Synonym bog(NOTE: The plural is 
marshes.) 

marshal /'ma:J(3)l/ noun 1 . a military offi¬ 
cer of the highest rank 2. an organiser of a 
race or a show O Marshals tried to direct the 
crowds to the grandstands. O Some marshals 
rushed to the scene of the crash and others 
waved flags to try to stop the race. 3. US an 
officer of a court O Federal marshals raided 
several houses looking for a prisoner who 
had escaped from jail. 4. US the chief of po¬ 
lice or chief of the fire brigade in an area ■ 
verb to organise people or things into or¬ 
der O Extra police were brought in to mar¬ 
shal the crowds of fans. O He tried to 
marshal the facts but was too sleepy to think 
clearly. Antonym muddle (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with martial. Note: marshalling - 
marshalled but the US spelling is marshal¬ 
ing - marshaled) 

marshland /'mai/laend/ noun an area 
where the soil is wet and there are many 
pools of water. Synonym bog 
marshmallow /mcuj'maelou/ noun a soft 
white or pink sweet 

marshy /'maiji/ adj {of land) swampy or 
wet (NOTE: marshier - marshiest) 

marsupial /mai'suipiol/ noun a type of 
animal found in Australia, which carries its 
young in a pouch in the front of its body 


martial /'ma:J(9)l/ adj referring to war ( for¬ 
mal ) □ martial music marches played by 
military bands 

martial arts /'ma:J(o)l a:tz/ plural noun 
oriental fighting techniques, sometimes using 
swords or sticks 

martial law /,ma:J(o)l 'lo:/ noun mainte¬ 
nance of law by the army instead of the po¬ 
lice. Synonym state of emergency 
Martian /'ma:J(o)n/ adj referring to the 
planet Mars O The probe has taken photo¬ 
graphs of the Martian landscape. ■ noun an 
imaginary person living on or coming from 
the planet Mars O A story about Martians 
who come to invade the Earth. Synonym 
alien. Antonym terrestrial 
martinet /.maiti'net/ noun a person who is 
very strict about making other people obey 
rules. Synonym disciplinarian 
martyr /'marts/ noun 1. a person killed or 
made to suffer because of his or her beliefs O 
St Stephen, the first Christian martyr O 
Christian martyrs were killed by the Romans. 
O She was a martyr in the cause of national 
liberation. 2. a person who pretends to suffer 
in order to get sympathy O She sat at the 
switchboard all day, looking a real martyr. 3. 
□ to be a martyr to something to suffer a lot 
from something O He’s a martyr to indiges¬ 
tion. ■ verb to kill someone for his or her re¬ 
ligious beliefs O St Catherine was martyred 
in the 4th century. 

martyrdom /'martsdsm/ noun the fact of 
suffering death for your beliefs 
martyred /'martsd/ adj pretending to suf¬ 
fer in order to get sympathy 
marvel /'ma:v(s)l/ noun a thing which you 
think is wonderful O The building is one of 
the marvels of the modern age. O It’s a mar¬ 
vel that she managed to remember my birth¬ 
day. ■ verb □ to marvel at someone or 
something to show wonder or surprise at 
someone or something O Everyone marvelled 
at the sheer size of the statue. 

(D marvellous /'maivslss/ adj wonderful 
(NOTE: The US spelling is marvelous.) 
marvellously /'ma:v(s)lssli/ adv in a 
wonderful way (NOTE: The US spelling is 
marvelously.) 

Marxism / , ma:ks,iz(3)m/ noun the politi¬ 
cal theories of Karl Marx, which led to com¬ 
munism and socialism 

Marxist /'maiksist/ noun a person who be¬ 
lieves in Marxism ■ adj referring to Marxism 
marzipan /'maizipaen/ noun a paste made 
from ground almonds, sugar and egg, used to 
cover a fruit cake before icing or to make in¬ 
dividual little sweets 

mascara /mas'skairs/ noun a substance 
for making eyelashes dark 
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mascot /'masskot/ noun an object or ani¬ 
mal which you think brings good luck. Syn¬ 
onym symbol 

© masculine /'masskjulin/ adj 1. male, re¬ 
ferring to men O She had a very masculine 
hair style. 2. manly, with qualities that are 
typical of men O He answered in a gruff mas¬ 
culine voice. 3. (in grammar) referring to 
words which have a particular form to show 
the male gender O Is the French word ‘table ’ 
masculine or feminine? Antonym feminine 
masculinity /.masskju'limti/ noun male 
qualities, what is typical of a male. Antonym 
femininity 

mash /masJV noun 1. a food mixture made 
of different ingredients which are crushed to¬ 
gether O They prepared some mash for the 
pigs. 2. mashed potatoes o a plate of sausage 
and mash or bangers and mash t banger ■ 
verb to crush something into a paste o Mash 
the ingredients together before adding water. 
O She mashed the potatoes with butter and 
milk. Synonym pulp 

© mashed potatoes /,masjt po'teitouz/ 
plural noun potatoes which have been boiled, 
then crushed into a soft mass with milk and 
butter, served hot 

mask /maisk/ noun something which cov¬ 
ers or protects your face O The burglar's wore 
black masks. O He wore a mask to go diving. 
■ verb to cover up or hide something o She 
masked her face with her scarf. O Too much 
curry powder will mask the flavour of the 
other spices. 

masked /maiskt/ adj wearing a mask. Ant¬ 
onym exposed 

masochism /'maesskiz^jm/ noun 1 . a 
condition in which a person takes sexual 
pleasure in being hurt or badly treated 2. the 
practice of doing something painful and en¬ 
joying it O Taking all those children to 
France sounds more like masochism than a 
holiday to me. Compare sadism 
masochist /'massskist/ noun 1 . a person 
who takes sexual pleasure in being hurt or 
badly treated. Compare sadist 2. a person 
who enjoys doing something unpleasant or 
painful O He’s just a masochist - he actually 
likes doing housework. 
masochistic /.masss'kistik/ adj taking 
pleasure in being hurt or badly treated. Com¬ 
pare sadistic 

mason /'meis(9)n/ noun a person who 
builds with stone O No one knows the names 
of the masons who built the cathedral. 
Mason /'meis(3)n/ noun a Freemason, a 
member of a secret society whose members 
help each other and protect each other 
masonry /'meisonri/ noun the stones used 
to make a building 


mass production 

masquerade /.masska'reid/ noun 1. an 
action which hides the truth O Her show of 
grief was a masquerade to hide her involve¬ 
ment in the murder. 2. a dance or party where 
people wear masks O The main event of the 
carnival season was a grand masquerade. ■ 
verb □ to masquerade as someone to pre¬ 
tend to be someone O The car thief was mas¬ 
querading as a traffic warden. 

© mass /mass/ noun 1 . a large number or 
large quantity of things O Masses of people 
went to the exhibition. O A mass of leaves 
blew onto the pavement. O I have a mass of 
letters or masses of letters to write. 2. a Cath¬ 
olic communion service o She’s a strict 
Catholic and goes to mass every week. ■ 
verb to gather in large numbers O The rebel 
army is massing on the border. Synonym as¬ 
semble ■ adj involving a large number of 
people O They found a mass grave on the 
hillside. O The group is organising a mass 
protest to parliament. Synonym general 
massacre /'massaka/ noun the killing of a 
large number of people or animals O Wit¬ 
nesses to the massacre led reporters to a 
mass grave in the hillside. Synonym exter¬ 
mination ■ verb to kill many people or ani¬ 
mals O The soldiers massacred hundreds of 
innocent civilians. 

massage /'maesai 3 / noun a rubbing of the 
body to relieve pain or to get someone to re¬ 
lax O She gave me a massage. ■ verb to rub 
someone’s body to relieve pain or to get him 
or her to relax O He asked the nurse to mas¬ 
sage his back. 

masse /mass/ £> en masse 
masseur /mas's3:/ noun a man who mas¬ 
sages people 

masseuse /mae's3:z/ noun a woman who 
massages people 

© massive /'massiv/ adj very large o He 
had a massive heart attack. O The company 
has massive losses. O A massive rock came 
hurtling down the mountainside towards 
them. 

mass-market /mass 'maikit/ adj made in 
large quantities for a wide market 
mass media /mass 'miidis/ plural noun 
the means of passing information to a large 
number of people, e.g. newspapers, TV and 
radio 

mass murderer /maes 'm3:d(3)r3/ noun 
a killer of a large number of people at one 
time 

mass-produced /.mass prs'djuist/ adj 
manufactured in large quantities 
mass production /mass pra'dAkJan/ 
noun the manufacturing of large quantities of 
products 


520 


material 


mass unemployment 

mass unemployment /.maes ,Anim- 
'ploimsnt/ noun a situation where large 
numbers of people are out of work 
mast /maist/ noun 1. a tall pole on a ship 
which carries the sails o The gale was so 
strong that it snapped the ship's mast. 2. a 
flagpole, a tall pole on which large flags are 
flown. | half-mast 3. a tall metal construc¬ 
tion to cany an aerial O They have put up a 
television mast on top of the hill. 4. seeds of 
beech, and other trees O Beech mast is often 
used to feed pigs. (NOTE: no plural in this 
meaning) 

master /'maists/ noun 1. a man who 
teaches in a school O Mr Smith is the maths 
master. 2. the person in control of a ship O 
The ship ’s doctor asked the master to radio 
for a helicopter. 3. a man who is the owner of 
an animal O The dog refuses to obey its mas¬ 
ter. 4. a skilled person O a master craftsman 
O He’s a master of disguise. □ the old mas¬ 
ters paintings by great painters of the past O 
The collection of old masters in the National 
Gallery is priceless. ■ adj controlling O De¬ 
tails of the master plan are known to only a 
few conspirators. ■ verb to become skilled at 
something O She has mastered the art of TV 
newscasting. O Although he passed his driv¬ 
ing test some time ago, he still hasn’t mas¬ 
tered the art of motorway driving. 
master bedroom /.maists 'bedruim/ 
noun the main bedroom in a house 
masterful /'maist3f(3)l/ adj 1. good at 
controlling people and giving orders O Her 
father is a masterful character and takes all 
the decisions in the household. 2. done in an 
expert way O He gave a masterful perfor¬ 
mance of the concerto. Synonym skilled 
master key /'maisto ki:/ noun the main 
key 

masterly /'maistsli/ adj done in an expert 
way 

mastermind /'maistamaind/ noun a very 
clever person O a criminal mastermind ■ 
verb to be the brains behind a plan o The es¬ 
cape was masterminded by two convicted 
murderers. Synonym plan 
Master of Arts /'maista ov 'aits/ noun a 
person who holds a degree for further study 
done after a Bachelor of Arts degree. Abbr 
MA 

Master of Ceremonies /'maisto ov 
'seromAniz/ noun a person who introduces 
the speakers at a dinner, or at a prize-giving. 
Abbr MC 

masterpiece /'maistapiis/ noun a very 
fine painting, book, piece of music, etc. 
master’s degree /'maistsz di.grii/ noun 
a degree for further study after a Bachelor of 
Arts degree 

master switch /'moists switj/ noun a 
switch which controls all other switches 


mastery /'maist(9)ri/ noun 1. the com¬ 
plete understanding of a subject or great skill 
at a game O The French side showed their 
complete mastery of the game. O Her mastery 
of Italian is well-known. 2. having control 
over someone or something 
masturbate /'masstsbeit/ verb to rub your 
own sex organs to excite them and get 
pleasure 

masturbation /.massta'beiJOjn/ noun 
the practice of exciting your own sex organs 
by rubbing them 

mat /maet/ noun a small piece of carpet, 
etc., used as a floor covering O Wipe your 
shoes on the mat before you come in. 

(D match /maetJV noun 1. a game between 
two teams or opponents O We watched the 
football match on TV. O He won the last two 
table tennis matches he played. 2. a small 
piece of wood or cardboard with a tip which 
catches fire when you rub it against a rough 
surface O He bought a packet of cigarettes 
and a box of matches. O She struck a match 
and lit a candle. 3. a thing or person which is 
equal □ she’s met her match she has met 
someone who is as strong, powerful, etc., as 
she is 4. a thing which goes together with an¬ 
other □ they make a good match they go 
well together ■ verb 1. to be equal to some¬ 
thing O Our sales match those of our rivals in 
the export market. 2. to fit or to go with 
something O The yellow wallpaper doesn’t 
match the bright green carpet. 
matchbox /'mast/boks/ noun a small box 
with matches inside (NOTE: The plural is 
matchboxes.) 

(D matching /'maetjir)/ adj which fits or 
goes with something 

matchless /'maetj’las/ adj with no equal. 
Synonym peerless. Antonym ordinary 
matchstick /'maetjstik/ noun a stick of 
wood which makes a match 
(D mate /meit/ noun 1. one of a pair of peo¬ 
ple or animals, male or female, husband or 
wife 2. a friend or companion O He’s gone 
down to the pub with his mates, t soul mate 
3. a workman’s helper O a builder’s mate 4. 
(in chess) a position where the king cannot 
move and the game ends O Mate in three 
moves! 5. a way of addressing someone O 
Hey, mate, come and look at this! O Sorry, 
mate, I can’t help you! ■ verb 1 . (of animals) 
to breed O A mule is the result of a donkey 
mating with a horse. 2. (in chess) to put your 
opponent’s king in a position where he can¬ 
not move (NOTE: also, more formally, to 
checkmate) 

® material /ms'tisrial/ noun 1. a substance 
which can be used to make something O You 
can buy all the materials you need in the DIY 
shop. (NOTE: The plural is materials.) 2. 
cloth O I bought three metres of material to 
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make a curtain. O What material is your coat 
made of? (NOTE: no plural) 3. facts or infor¬ 
mation O She’s gathering material for a TV 
programme on drugs. (NOTE: no plural) ■ 
adj 1. referring to physical things or to 
money O The explosion caused a lot of mate¬ 
rial damage. O His success on TV has im¬ 
proved his material life. 2. important or 
relevant O If you have any material evidence 
please contact the police. 
materialise /mo'tioriolaiz/, materialize 
verb 1. to become real O His planned holiday 
never materialised. O She promised the staff 
an extra week’s holiday but it never material¬ 
ised. 2. to appear O A man on horseback sud¬ 
denly materialised out of the mist. O After a 
couple of phone calls, the money we were 
owed duly materialised. 
materialism /mo'tiorioliz^jm/ noun an 
interest only in physical things, especially 
money and property, not in spiritual ones 
materialist /mo'tioriolist/ noun a person 
who believes in materialism 
materially /mo'tiorioli/ adv in a material 
way. Synonym significantly. Antonym 
slightly 

maternal /m3't3:n(o)l/ adj 1. referring to a 
mother □ my maternal grandfather the fa¬ 
ther of my mother 2. like or typical of a 
mother O She has a very maternal attitude to 
her staff. 

maternity /mo'tsmiti/ noun becoming a 
mother O She’s iti the maternity ward of the 
local hospital. Synonym motherhood 
maternity leave /mo'tsimti li:v/ noun 
permission given to a woman to be away 
from work to have a baby 
mathematical /.masGo'maeti^o)!/ adj re¬ 
ferring to mathematics 

mathematically ^mgeGo'mastikli/ advus- 
ing mathematics 

mathematician / l m 2 e 0 (o)mo l tiX(o)n/ 
noun an expert at mathematics 
(D mathematics /mseGo'mastiks/, maths 
/ma 20 s/ noun the science of numbers and 
measurements (NOTE: The US term is 
math.) 

matinee /'mastinei/ noun an afternoon per¬ 
formance of a play or film 
mating noun /'meitirj/ (of animals) the 
process of finding partners and having sex ■ 
adj relating to mating 

matriarch /'meitriaik/ noun a respected 
old woman. Synonym mother 
matriarchal / l meitri l a:k(o)l/ adj ruled by 
a matriarch; ruled by older women 
matriarchy /'meitriaiki/ noun a system of 
rule by the eldest female of the ruling group 
matrimonial /.mastri'mouniol/ adj refer¬ 
ring to marriage ( formal ) t marital 


maturity 

matrimony /'maetrimoni/ noun the state 
of being married. Antonym divorce 
(D matrix /'meitriks/ noun 1. a set of num¬ 
bers or data items arranged in rows and col¬ 
umns 2. the conditions or environment in 
which something develops O The cultural 
matrix in which jazz music was developed. 3. 
a mould used to cast metal objects (NOTE: 
The plural is matrices /'meitrisiiz/.) 
matt /mast/, matte adj not shiny, with a dull 
surface 

matted /'msetid/ adj tangled 
CD matter /'masto/ noun 1. a problem or dif¬ 
ficulty O What’s the matter? □ there’s some¬ 
thing the matter with the engine there is 
something which makes the engine not work 
properly 2. a concern or business □ it’s a 
matter for the police it is something which 
we should tell the police about 3. □ as a mat¬ 
ter of fact to tell you the truth O I know Paris 
quite well, as a matter of fact I go there every 
month on business. □ as a matter of course 
in the usual way O The police checked his 
driving licence as a matter of course. 4. ma¬ 
terial O We put rotting vegetable matter on 
the garden as fertiliser. 5. □ no matter what 
whatever O No matter what time it is, call the 
doctor immediately the symptoms appear. □ 
no matter how however o No matter how 
hard he tried he couldn ’t ride a bike. ■ verb 
to be important O It doesn ’t matter if you ’re 
late. O His job matters a lot to him. O Does it 
matter if we sit by the window? 

matter-of-fact /.maetor ov 'faskt/ adj 
practical, not showing any emotion 
matting /'maetig/ noun large mats, or 
strong material from which mats are made 
mattress /'maetros/ noun a thick pad form¬ 
ing the part of a bed that you lie on, made of 
a canvas case with various fillings 
mature /mo'tjuo/ adj 1. older or adult o 
The park has many mature trees. O Only ma¬ 
ture stags have a full set of antlers. 2. ripe O 
Mature cheese is normally quite strong. 3. 
which is reasonable, like an adult O She’s 
very mature for her age. O That’s not a very 
mature way to behave. ■ verb 1. to become 
mature O Whisky is left to mature for years. O 
He matured a lot during his year in Ger¬ 
many. O Girls are supposed to mature faster 
than boys. 2. to become due for payment O 
The policy will mature in 20 years ’ time. 
mature student /mo.tjuo 'stju:d(o)nt/ 
noun a student who is older than the usual 
age for students 

maturity /mo'tjuoriti/ noun 1. the state of 
being an adult or of doing things like an adult 
O He’s only twelve, yet his painting already 
shows signs of considerable maturity. 2. the 
time when a bond becomes due to be paid O 
The bonds have reached maturity. 
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maudlin /'mo:dlin/ adj foolishly 
sentimental 

maul /moil/ verb 1. to attack or handle 
someone roughly O He was badly mauled by 
the tiger. 2. to criticise someone severely O 
The minister was mauled by the tabloid 
press. (NOTE: Do not confuse with mall.) 
mausoleum /.moiso'liiom/ noun a special 
building in which an important person is bur¬ 
ied. Synonym tomb 

mauve /mouv/ adj light pinkish-purple o 
The waiters wear mauve shirts. ■ noun a 
light pinkish-purple colour O She had the 
dining room walls painted in mauve. 
maverick /'maevorik/ noun a person who 
is unusual and does not fit into a normal pat¬ 
tern O She's a political maverick. ■ adj un¬ 
usual, not fitting into the normal pattern O He 
is well-known for his maverick behaviour. 
max /masks/ abbr maximum 
maxim /'maeksim/ noun a wise saying 
maximise /'maeksimaiz/, maximize verb 
to make something as large as possible. Ant¬ 
onym minimise 

(D maximum /'masksimom/ adj the great¬ 
est possible O What is the maximum number 
of guests the hotel can take? ■ noun the 
greatest possible number or amount O Man¬ 
agement is aiming to increase profitability to 
the maximum. □ fifteen at the maximum at 
most fifteen, not more than fifteen 
3) may /mei/ modal verb 1 . it is possible o 
If you don’t hurry you may miss the train. O 
Take your umbrella, they say it may rain. O 
Here we are sitting in the bar, and he may be 
waiting for us outside. 2. can, it is allowed O 
Guests may park in the hotel car park free of 
charge. O You may sit down if you want. 3. 
asking questions politely O May I ask you a 
question? O May we have breakfast early to¬ 
morrow as we need to leave the hotel before 
8 o’clock? 4. showing a wish O May God 
bless you both! □ much good may it do you! 
I hope it does you a lot of good, though I 
doubt that it will 

® May /mei/ noun the fifth month of the 
year, after April and before June O May 15 O 
Her birthday’s in May. O Today is May 15th. 
O We went on holiday last May. (NOTE: May 
15th or May 15: say ‘the fifteenth of May’ or 
‘May the fifteenth’ or in US English: ‘May fif¬ 
teenth’.) 

3) maybe /'meibi/ adv possibly, perhaps o 
Maybe the next bus will be the one we want. 
O Maybe you should ask a policeman. O 
Maybe the weather forecast was right after 
all. Antonym definitely □ maybe not possi¬ 
bly not O Are you coming? - Maybe not. 
mayday /'meidei/ noun an international 
distress signal (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
May Day.) 


May Day /'mei dei/ noun May 1st, cele¬ 
brated as a festival of spring and in many Eu¬ 
ropean countries as a festival in honour of 
workers 

mayhem /'meihem/ noun wild confusion 
(informal). Synonym chaos 
mayonnaise /.meio'neiz/ noun a sauce 
for cold dishes, made of oil, eggs and lemon 
juice or vinegar 

mayor /meo/ noun a person who is chosen 
as the official head of a town, city or local 
council 

COMMENT: Previously, a mayor was the 
head of the elected government of a town, 
and the head of the majority party. His re¬ 
sponsibilities have now been taken over by 
the leader of the council, and in most towns 
the office of mayor is largely ceremonial. It is 
an honour often given to a long-serving or 
distinguished councillor. In some towns, 
such as London, the mayor is elected by 
popular vote. In the USA, mayors are 
elected by popular vote, and appoint their 
team to run the various departments in a 
city. Note also that ‘Mayor’ is used in English 
to apply to persons holding similar positions 
in other countries: the Mayor of Berlin; the 
Mayor of Paris; the Mayor of New York, 
mayoress /meor'es/ noun 1. the wife of a 
mayor O The mayor and mayoress rode to 
the town hall in a horse-drawn carriage. 2. a 
woman mayor O The mayoress opened the 
hospital’s new children’s ward. 
maze /meiz/ noun 1. a network of puz¬ 
zling paths in which you can get lost O We 
couldn’t find our way out of the Hampton 
Court maze. O He led me along a maze of 
corridors. 2. a complicated network of things 
O We have to try to find our way through the 
maze of European regulations. (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with maize.) 

MB abbr megabyte 

MBA abbr Master of Business 
Administration 

MC abbr master of ceremonies 
(D MD /,em 'di:/ noun a director who is in 
charge of a whole company. Full form man¬ 
aging director 

(D me /mi:/ pron used by the person who is 
speaking to talk about himself or herself O 
give me that book O I’m shouting as loud as I 
can - can’t you hear me? O She’s much taller 
than me. O Who is it? - It’s me! O Can you 
hear me? O She’s taller than me. 
meadow /'medou/ noun a large field of 
grass 

meagre /'mi:go/ adj small, not enough 
(NOTE: The US spelling is meager.) 

(D meal /mi:l/ noun 1. an occasion when 
people eat food at a special time; the food 
that is eaten O Most people have three meals 
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a day - breakfast, lunch and dinner. O You 
sleep better if you only eat a light meal in the 
evening. O When they had finished their eve¬ 
ning meal they watched TV. O You can have 
your meals in your room at a small extra 
charge. □ to make a meal of something to 
spend a lot of time and effort doing some¬ 
thing without really doing it well ( informal) 
O She made a meal of repainting the kitchen. 
2. roughly ground flour, t wholemeal 
mealtime /'miiltaim/ noun a time when 
you usually eat 

<D mean /mi:n/ adj 1. nasty or unpleasant o 
He played a mean trick on his mother. O That 
was a mean thing to say. 2. not liking to 
spend money or to give something O Don’t 
be mean - let me borrow your car. O She’s 
very mean with her money. 3. average O The 
mean daytime temperature in summer is 20°. 
4. good O He cooks a mean pasta. O That 
motorbike’s a mean machine! (NOTE: 
meaner - meanest) ■ noun the average o 
Sales are higher than the mean for the first 
quarter. Antonym extremity ■ verb 1. to 
talk about O Did he mean me when he was 
talking about fat old men? O What do you 
mean when you say she’s old-fashioned? 2. 
to show or represent something O His family 
means a lot to him. O When a red light comes 
on it means that you have to stop. O ‘Zimmer’ 
means ‘room ’ in German. 3. □ to mean to do 
something to plan to do something o I meant 
to phone you but I forgot. □ to be meant to i) 
meant 

meander /mi'asndo/ noun a bend in the 
course of a river O The path follows the me¬ 
anders of the stream. ■ verb 1 . to wind about 
O From the top of the hill you can see how 
the river meanders around the town. O The 
road meanders through several little villages. 
2. to continue without any aim O The negoti¬ 
ations meandered on without any decision 
being reached. 

(D meaning /’miinir)/ noun what something 
represents O If you want to find the meaning 
of the word, look it up in a dictionary. O The 
meaning of a red light is pretty clear to me. 
meaningful /'mi:mi)f(9)l/ adj full of 
meaning, significant 

meaningless /'miimrjlos/ adj not mean¬ 
ing anything. Synonym unimportant. Ant¬ 
onym significant 

meanness /'miinnos/ noun a dislike of 
giving things or of spending money. Syn¬ 
onym nastiness. Antonym generosity 

© means /miinz/ noun 1. a way of doing 
something O Is there any means of sending 
the message to London this afternoon? O Do 
we have any means of copying all these docu¬ 
ments quickly? O The bus is the cheapest 
means of getting round the town. □ by means 
of something using something O He got her 


money by means of a trick. 2. □ by all means 
of course O By all means use my phone if you 
want to. □ by no means not at all o She’s by 
no means sure of getting the job. 3. money O 
They don’t have the means to buy a flat in 
London. □ it is beyond my means I don’t 
have enough money to buy it 
means test /'miinz test/ noun an inquiry 
to find out how much money someone has, to 
see whether he or she should qualify for a 
benefit or grant 

<D meant /ment/ verb □ to be meant to do 
something should, ought to do something o 
We’re meant to be at the station at 11 
o ’clock. O This medicine is not meant to be 
used by children. O Trains are meant to leave 
every half-hour, t mean 
© meantime /'miintaim/ noun □ in the 
meantime meanwhile, during this time o We 
waited for her for hours in the rain, and in 
the meantime, she was happily sitting at 
home watching TV. O The new stadium will 
be finished by Easter but in the meantime we 
will still have to use the old one. ■ adv dur¬ 
ing this time ( informal) o The little girl hid 
under the table - meantime, we were all 
looking for her in the garden. 

© meanwhile /'miinwail/ adv during this 
time O She hid under the table - meanwhile, 
the footsteps were coming nearer. 
measles /'miiz(9)lz/ noun a possibly dan¬ 
gerous children’s disease which gives a red 
rash and a high temperature 
measly /'miizli/ adj (of an amount of 
money) very small 

measurable / l me3(3)r9b(o)l/ adj which 
can be measured 

© measure /'me 3 o/ noun 1. a certain 
amount or size O There was a measure of 
truth in what she said. O We have no accu¬ 
rate measure of the pressure inside the vol¬ 
cano. □ a made-to-measure suit a suit 
which is made specially to fit someone O He 
only wears made-to-measure suits. 2. a de¬ 
vice which shows the size or quantity of 
something 3. an action O The government 
has taken measures to reform the welfare 
system. O What measures are you planning to 
fight air pollution? □ as a precautionary 
measure as a precaution O As a precaution¬ 
ary measure we ’d better lock the windows as 
well as the doors. O It’s just a precautionary 
measure, but you can’t be too careful when 
there’s a possibility of fire. 4. an official ac¬ 
tion, especially a law passed by Parliament O 
a new government measure to combat crime 
■ verb 1. to be of a certain size, length, quan¬ 
tity, etc. O a package which measures or a 
package measuring 10cm by 25cm O How 
much do you measure round your waist? O 
The table measures four foot long by three 
foot wide. 2. to find out the length or quantity 
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of something O She measured the window for 
curtains. O He measured the size of the gar¬ 
den. 3. □ to measure your length on the 
floor to fall flat on your face 
measured /'me3ad/ adj careful and con¬ 
trolled □ a measured response an answer or 
reaction which is carefully calculated 
© measurement /'me3amant/ noun 1. a 
quantity or size, found by measuring O He 
took the measurements of the room. O The pi¬ 
ano won’t go through the door - are you sure 
you took the right measurements? O The 
measurements of the box are 25cm x 20cm x 
5cm. 2. the action of measuring O The mea¬ 
surement of the ozone hole is carried out by 
satellites. 

measuring glass /'me3(a)rir) glais/, 
measuring jug /'me3rir) d3Ag/ noun a glass 
jar with quantities marked on it by lines 
© meat /mi:t/ noun food from an animal or 
bird, not from a fish O Can I have some more 
meat, please? O Would you like meat or fish 
for your main course? O I like my meat very 
well cooked. 

meat ball /'mi:t boil/ noun very small 
pieces of meat rolled into a ball and cooked 
meaty /'miiti/ adj 1. with a lot of meat o a 
meaty chop 2. with a lot of details or infor¬ 
mation O a meaty report 
mecca /'meko/ noun a place which attracts 
a large number of people O It’s a mecca for 
motor-racing enthusiasts. 

Mecca /'meko/ noun a town in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, where Muhammad was bom 
mechanic /mi 1 keenik/ noun a person who 
works on machines 

mechanical /mi'kaemk(a)l/ adj 1. refer¬ 
ring to machines O Engineers are trying to 
fix a mechanical fault. 2. done automatically 
as if you were a machine O It’s purely me¬ 
chanical -1 turn the light on when I come in. 
mechanics /mi'kaemks/ noun 1. the study 
of the effects of force and movement 2. the 
study of machinery O He is studying aircraft 
mechanics. ■ plural noun the way in which 
something is done or something is made to 
happen O He knows nothing about the me¬ 
chanics of running a business. 
mechanisation /.mekanai'zeiJXajn/, 
mechanization noun the process of mecha¬ 
nising. Synonym automation 
mechanise /'mekanaiz/, mechanize verb 
to use machines in place of animals or work¬ 
ers. Synonym automate 
mechanism /'mek3mz(3)m/ noun 1. the 
working parts of a machine O If you take the 
back off the watch you can see the delicate 
mechanism. 2. a way in which something 
works O The mechanism for awarding gov¬ 
ernment contracts. 


medal /'med(a)l/ noun a metal disc, usually 
attached to a ribbon, made to commemorate 
an important occasion or battle, and given to 
people who have performed well 
medallion /ma'daslian/ noun a round piece 
of metal worn round the neck on a chain as 
an ornament 

medallist /'med(3)list/ noun a person who 
wins a medal in a competition (NOTE: The 
US spelling is medalist.) 
meddle /'med(a)l/ verb □ to meddle in or 
with something to interfere in something O 
Don’t meddle in matters that don’t concern 
you. 

meddler /'media/ noun a person who likes 
to meddle. Synonym troublemaker 
© media noun /'miidia/ 1. newspapers, TV 
and radio O The book attracted a lot of inter¬ 
est in the media, t mass media 2. i) me¬ 
dium ■ adj relating to the mass media o The 
show has attracted a lot of media interest. 
median 1 /'mildian/ adj in the middle (tech¬ 
nical) O the median price for shares ■ noun 
a point which is in the middle or a line which 
goes through the middle O the median be¬ 
tween two points 

median 2 /'median/, median strip 

/'median strip/ noun US a section of 
marked road surface, grass or bushes be¬ 
tween the two sides of a major road (NOTE: 
The British term is central reservation.) 
mediate /'miidieit/ verb to intervene to try 
to bring agreement between two opponents 
mediation ^miidi'eiJXajn/ noun the pro¬ 
cess of trying to make two opponents agree. 
Synonym arbitration. Antonym 
provocation 

mediator /'miidiaeita/ noun a person who 
tries to make two opponents agree. Synonym 

go-between 

medic /'medik/ noun a doctor ( informal) 

© medical /'medik(a)l/ adj referring to 
medicine O She’s a medical student. O The 
Red Cross provided medical help. ■ noun the 
examination of someone by a doctor O You 
need to pass a medical to join the army. O Af¬ 
ter a routine medical, the new forward will 
be ready to play on Saturday. Synonym 
checkup 

Medicare /'medikea/ noun a system of 
public health insurance in the United States 
medicated /'medikeitid/ adj which con¬ 
tains a drug which will treat a condition, t 

medicinal 

medication /.medi'keiJXajn/ noun 1. 
drugs taken by a patient O Are you taking any 
medication? 2. treatment by giving drugs O 
The doctor prescribed a course of 
medication. 

medicinal /ma'dis(a)nl/ adj 1. referring to 
medicine O He has a drink of whisky before 
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he goes to bed for medicinal purposes. 2. 
which can heal or treat a disease O She made 
a drink from medicinal herbs. 

(D medicine /'med(o)s(3)n/ noun 1. a drug 
taken to treat a disease O If you have a cough 
you should take some cough medicine. O The 
chemist told me to take the medicine four 
times a day. O Some cough medicines make 
you feel sleepy. □ to have a taste of your 
own medicine to be treated in the same way 
as you have treated others ( informal ) o He 
made us fill in all those forms, let’s give him 
a taste of his own medicine. 2. the study of 
diseases and how to cure or prevent them o 
He went to university to study medicine. 
(NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 

<D medieval / l medi l i:v(o)l/ adj referring to 
the Middle Ages. Synonym old-fashioned. 
Antonym modern 

mediocre /.miidi'ouko/ adj ordinary, not 
particularly good. Synonym middling. Ant¬ 
onym excellent 

mediocrity /.miidi'Dkriti/ noun 1. not be¬ 
ing particularly good O The game was saved 
from mediocrity by a thrilling last ten min¬ 
utes. (NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 2. a 
very ordinary person with no special qualities 
O She’s the only talented minister in a gov¬ 
ernment of mediocrities. 
meditate /'mediteit/ verb 1. to remain in a 
calm, silent state, without thought O Don’t 
disturb him - he’s meditating. 2. □ to medi¬ 
tate on or about something to think deeply 
about something O They spent some time 
meditating on the meaning of life. 
meditation /^edi'teiKo)^ noun 1. a si¬ 
lent, calm state, often as part of religious 
practice O She’s deep in meditation. 2. a long 
deep process of thought O He sat in the cor¬ 
ner of the library, lost in meditation. 
Mediterranean /.medito'reinion/ noun □ 
the Mediterranean (Sea) the sea between 
Europe and Africa O We went for a cruise 
round the Mediterranean. ■ adj referring to 
the Mediterranean Sea O The Mediterranean 
climate is good for olives. O She has bought a 
villa on one of the Mediterranean islands. 

(3) medium /'miidiom/ adj middle, average 
O He is of medium height. ■ noun 1. the mid¬ 
dle point 2 . a type of paint or other materials 
used by an artist O He started to experiment 
with different mediums, such as poster 
paints. 3. the means of doing something, of 
communicating something O Television is 
the most popular medium of communication. 
O Deaf people can communicate through the 
medium of sign language. 4. a person who 
thinks he or she can get into contact with the 
dead (NOTE: The plural is media or medi¬ 
ums.) 

medium-sized /'miidiom saizd/ adj 
which is neither very large nor very small 


megabyte 

medium-term /'mi:diom t3im/ adj for a 
period of one or two years 
medium wave /'miidiom weiv/ noun a 
radio frequency range between 200 and 1000 
metres 

medley /'medli/ noun a mixture of differ¬ 
ent things, such as pieces of music 
meek /milk/ adj humble, always willing to 
do what other people want, feeling you are 
not important (NOTE: meeker - meekest) 
meekly /'mi:kli/ adv quietly or humbly 
(D meet /mi:t/ verb 1. to come together with 
someone O He met her at the railway station. 
O We ’ll meet for lunch before we go to the 
cinema. 2. to come together O Several streets 
meet at Piccadilly Circus. O If you draw a di¬ 
agonal line from each corner of a square to 
the opposite corner, the two lines will meet in 
the centre. 3. to get to know someone O I’ve 
never met your sister - Come and meet her 
then ! O Have you met our sales manager? - 
Yes, we have already met. 4. to pay for O The 
company will meet your expenses. O He was 
unable to meet his mortgage repayments. 5. 
to satisfy O Does the car now meet the stan¬ 
dards set by the motor racing authorities? 
(NOTE: meeting - met /met/) 

CD meeting /'miitig/ noun 1. the action of 
coming together in a group O The next meet¬ 
ing of the club will be on Tuesday. O There 
were only four people at the committee meet¬ 
ing. □ to address a meeting to speak to a 
meeting □ to conduct a meeting to be chair¬ 
man of a meeting O As he was going away on 
business, he asked his deputy to conduct the 
meeting. □ to close a meeting to end a meet¬ 
ing □ to hold a meeting to organise a meet¬ 
ing of a group of people O The meeting will 
be held in the committee room. □ to open a 
meeting to start a meeting, i) annual gen¬ 
eral meeting 2. a sports competition or se¬ 
ries of races held over several days O Britain 
won a gold and three bronzes at the athletics 
meeting. 

meeting place /'miitiq pleis/ noun a 
place where you can meet someone 
® meet up /,mi:t '\pl verb (of several 
people) to come together 
d) meet with /'mi:t wid/ verb 1. to find or 
to come up against a problem O The advanc¬ 
ing soldiers met with stiff resistance. O She 
met with an accident on the escalator. 2. to 
have an accident O She met with an accident 
on the escalator. 3. usually US to meet 
someone O He met with the sales people in 
New York. 

mega- /megs/ prefix 1. one million 2. very 
big O Only the megarich can afford that kind 
of house. O She’s a Hollywood megastar. 
megabyte /'megobait/ noun a unit of stor¬ 
age for a computer equal to 1,048,576 bytes. 
Abbr MB 
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megahertz 

megahertz /'mego.haits/ noun a unit 
equal to one million hertz 
megalomaniac /.megolou'meiniaek/ adj 
a person who enjoys having power over other 
people 

megaphone /'megofoun/ noun a metal 
trumpet which makes the voice sound louder 
melancholy /'melonk(o)li/ noun great 
sadness O There was an air of melancholy as 
the contents of the house were auctioned. 
Antonym cheerfulness ■ adj very sad o 
She’s still feeling melancholy because her cat 
died. Antonym cheerful 
melanin /'melanin/ noun a substance that 
gives colour to skin, hair and eyes 
melanoma /.melo'noumo/ noun a malig¬ 
nant type of skin tumour 
melee /'melei/ noun 1. a noisy confused 
fight 2. a confused mixture of people or 
things 

mellow /'melou/ adj 1. which has matured 
and has a full taste O Burgundy produces 
some mellow red wines. 2. (of voices) soft, 
rich O Shakepeare’s lines sound more beauti¬ 
ful when they are read in his lovely mellow 
voice. 3. calm and relaxed O After a couple of 
drinks she became quite mellow. (NOTE: mel¬ 
lower - mellowest) ■ verb 1. to become 
soft or rich O Time has mellowed the brick¬ 
work to a soft deep red. □ he has mellowed 
with age as he has got older, so he has be¬ 
come much less angry and unpleasant than he 
used to be 2. to become ripe, to mature O You 
should leave the wine to mellow for some 
years. 

melodic /mo'lodik/ adj referring to a mel¬ 
ody □ the melodic line of a piece of music 
the main tune of a piece of music 
melodious /mo'loudios/ adj full of pleas¬ 
ant musical sounds. Synonym tuneful 
melodrama /'meloudraimo/ noun a play 
or event that is full of excitement and violent 
emotions 

melodramatic /.melodro'msetik/ adj full 
of violent and exaggerated emotions. Ant¬ 
onym low-key 

melody /'melodi/ noun a tune (NOTE: The 
plural is melodies.) 

(D melon /'melon/ noun a large round fruit 
which grows on a creeping plant 
(D melt /melt/ verb 1 . to change from a solid 
to a liquid by heating O If the sun comes out 
your snowman will melt. O The heat of the 
sun made the road melt. O Glass will melt at 
very high temperatures. 2. □ to melt away to 
go gradually O The rioters melted away when 
the police appeared. 

melt down /.melt 'daun/ verb to heat 
metal and make it into blocks so that it can be 
used again O They stole the rings and melted 
them down into gold bars. 


meltdown /'meltdaun/ noun the collapse 
of a nuclear power station because of over¬ 
heating ( informal) 

melting point /'meltir) point/ noun the 
temperature at which a solid becomes liquid 
melting pot /'meltir) pot/ noun 1. a pot in 
which metal can be melted 2. a place where 
people of different origins come to live 
together 

(i) member /'membo/ noun 1. a person 
who belongs to a group O The two boys went 
swimming while the other members of the 
family sat on the beach. O Three members of 
staff are away sick. 2. an organisation which 
belongs to a society O The member states of 
the EU. O The members of the United 
Nations. 

<D Member of Parliament /.membor ov 
'pailomont/ noun a person elected to repre¬ 
sent a constituency in Parliament (NOTE: of¬ 
ten abbreviated to MP. The plural is MPs) 

@ membership /'membojip/ noun 1. the 
state of belonging to a group O I must re¬ 
member to renew my membership. O Mem¬ 
bership costs £50 a year. 2. all the members 
of a group O The membership voted to reject 
the proposal. O The club has a membership 
of five hundred. 

(D membrane /'membrein/ noun 1. a thin 
layer of tissue which lines or covers part of 
the inside of the body O A membrane con¬ 
necting the tongue to the bottom of the 
mouth. 2. a thin material O The metal is cov¬ 
ered with a waterproof membrane. 
memento /mo'mentou/ noun a thing kept 
to remind you of something. Synonym sou¬ 
venir (NOTE: The plural is mementoes.) 

(D memo /'memou/ noun a note or short 
message between people working in the same 
organisation. Synonym memorandum 
memoirs /'memwaiz/ plural noun an auto¬ 
biographical work, written in a less formal 
way than a full autobiography O The general 
spent his retirement writing his memoirs. 
memo pad /'memou psed/ noun same as 
notepad 

memorabilia /.memfojro'bilio/ noun 
things which used to belong to a famous per¬ 
son or organisation and are kept to remind 
you of them 

memorable /'mem(o)rob(o)l/ adj which 
you cannot forget easily. Synonym 

unforgettable 

memorandum /memo'raendom/ noun a 
short note (NOTE: often shortened to memo; 
The plural is memoranda.) 
memorial /mi'mo:rial/ adj which reminds 
you of something or someone ■ noun a mon¬ 
ument to remind you of something or some¬ 
one O The mayor unveiled the memorial to 
the dead poet. 
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memorial service /mo.moiriol 's3ivis/ 
noun a church service to remember someone 
who has died 

memorise /'memoraiz/, memorize verb 
to learn something by heart 
<D memory /'mem(o)ri/ noun 1. (in people) 
the ability to remember O He recited the 
poem from memory. □ if my memory serves 
me right if I can remember it correctly. [> 
photographic 2. (in computers) the capac¬ 
ity for storing information O This computer 
has a much larger memory than the old one. 
3. □ in memory of to remind you of o We 
are holding this church service in memory of 
the sailors who died. 
d> men /men/ 1 > man 

menace /'menis/ noun 1. someone or 
something which can harm people O She ’ s an 
absolute menace on the motorway. □ that lit¬ 
tle boy’s a menace he’s very naughty 2. a 
tone which threatens O The menace in his 
voice made her shiver. ■ verb to threaten O 
The members of the gang were menaced with 
imprisonment. O Several regions are men¬ 
aced by drought. 

menacing /'menisir)/ adj which threatens. 
Synonym threatening. Antonym reassur¬ 
ing □ those clouds look menacing those 
clouds might bring rain 
menacingly /'memsirjli/ adv in a threat¬ 
ening way 

(D mend /mend/ verb to make something 
work which has a fault; to repair something 
which is broken or damaged O I dropped my 
watch on the pavement, and I don’t think it 
can be mended. O She’s trying to mend the 
washing machine. O I tore my coat on the 
fence - can you mend it for me? ■ noun □ on 
the mend getting better o She has been quite 
ill, but I’m glad to say now she’s on the 
mend. 

menial /'miiniol/ adj □ menial work, me¬ 
nial tasks boring and trivial jobs which are 
done by people who are not considered im¬ 
portant O Why do I always have to do the me¬ 
nial jobs? ■ noun a person who does the 
lowest type of work o The manager sent 
some menials to clear up the mess. 
meningitis /.menin'dsaitis/ noun an in¬ 
flammation of the membranes which sur¬ 
round the brain and spinal cord, where the 
patient has violent headaches, fever, and stiff 
neck muscles, and can become delirious 
menopause /'menopoiz/ noun the time 
when a woman stops menstruating and can 
no longer have children 
menstrual /'menstrual/ adj referring to 
menstruation 

menstrual cycle /'menstrual ,saik(a)l/ 
noun the period of about 28 days during 
which a woman ovulates and then 
menstruates 


MEP 

menstruate /'menstrueit/ verb to bleed 
from the uterus during menstruation 
menstruation /,menstru'eij(a)n/ noun 
the process of bleeding from the uterus which 
takes place in a woman each month. Also 
called period 

<D menswear /'menzwea/ noun clothes for 
men (NOTE: no plural) 

d> mental /'ment(a)l/ adj referring to the 
mind 

mental age /,ment(a)l 'eid 3 / noun a 
method of showing a person’s mental devel¬ 
opment by giving the age when such a stage 
of development is usually reached 

mental arithmetic /,ment(3)l o- 
'riQmotik/ adj calculations which you do in 
your head 

mental cruelty /,ment(3)l 'kruiolti/ noun 
the act of being cruel to someone by what 
you say, rather than by what you do 
mental health /'ment(o)l hel0/ noun the 
state of a person’s mind in relation to what is 
considered normal O a patient in poor mental 
health O the mental health system 
mental illness /,ment(3)l 'ilnos/ noun ill¬ 
ness which affects the mind 
mentality /men'taeliti/ noun a way of 
thinking which is typical of someone or of a 
group. Synonym attitude 
mentally /'ment(o)li/ adv concerning the 
brain 

menthol /'menOol/ noun a substance 
which tastes and smells strongly of mint 
® mention /'menjon/ noun the act of refer¬ 
ring to something O There was no mention of 
the explosion in the morning papers. O Just 
the mention of his name made her furious. ■ 
verb 1 . to refer to something o The press has 
not mentioned the accident. O Can you men¬ 
tion to everyone that the date of the next 
meeting has been changed? 2. □ don’t men¬ 
tion it it was a pleasure (said when someone 
has thanked you) □ not to mention as well 
as, not forgetting O It cost us £20 just to get 
into the exhibition, not to mention the expen¬ 
sive meal we had in the museum restaurant. 
mentor /'mento:/ noun a person who 
teaches, or helps younger people starting 
their careers 

<D menu /'menjui/ noun 1 . a list of food 
available in a restaurant O The lunch menu 
changes every week. O Some dishes are not 
on the menu, but are written on a black¬ 
board. 2. a list of choices available on a com¬ 
puter program 

menu bar /'menju: ba:/ noun a series of 
icons on a computer screen which are the 
choices you can choose from 
MEP abbr Member of the European Parlia¬ 
ment (NOTE: The plural is MEPs.) 
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mercenary 

mercenary /'m3:s(9)n(3)ri/ adj interested 
in money O I don’t want to sound mercenary, 
but how much did you pay for your ticket? 
Synonym acquisitive. Antonym altruistic 
■ noun a soldier who is paid to fight for a 
foreign country O He was one of a group of 
mercenaries hired to protect the president. O 
The national army was mainly formed of for¬ 
eign mercenaries. (NOTE: The plural is mer¬ 
cenaries.) 

<S> merchandise /'msitjondaiz/ noun 
goods for sale (NOTE: no plural) 
merchandising /'msitJXojn.daizir)/ 
noun products such as toys and clothes 
which are related to a popular film, TV 
programme, sports team, or event 
merchant /'m3:tJont/ noun a businessman 
who buys and sells a particular product O a 
tobacco merchant O a wine merchant 
<S> merchant bank /'m3:tJont baerjk/ 
noun a bank which lends money to compa¬ 
nies, not to people 

merchant navy /'maitjont 'neivi/, mer¬ 
chant marine /.irmitjont mo'riin/ noun a 
country’s commercial ships 
merchant ship /'msitjont Jip/, mer¬ 
chant vessel /,m3:tj(9)nt 'ves(o)l/ noun a 
ship which carries a commercial cargo 
merciful /'m3:sif(o)l/ adj kind and forgiv¬ 
ing, showing mercy O They decided to con¬ 
fess their crime and hope the king would be 
merciful. 

mercifully /'m3:sif(o)li/ adv luckily 
merciful release /,ni3:sif(3)l ri'liis/ 
noun a fortunate end to suffering 
merciless /'msisilos/ adj showing no 
mercy. Synonym cruel. Antonym kind 
mercilessly /'m3:sitasli/ adv without 
showing any mercy 

mercurial /mai'kjuoriol/ adj which 
changes frequently. Synonym changeable. 
Antonym consistent 

mercury /'m3:kjuri/ noun a silver-coloured 
liquid metal used in thermometers 
Mercury /'m3:kjuri/ noun the planet near¬ 
est to the Sun in the solar system 
mercy /'ni3:si/ noun 1. kindness towards 
unfortunate people O The parents of the little 
boy pleaded with the kidnappers for mercy. □ 
to have mercy on not to want to punish or 
hann someone 2. a gift of fate □ at the 
mercy of dependent on O Cricket games are 
always at the mercy of the weather. O The 
success of the garden party is very much at 
the mercy of the weather. □ we must be 
thankful for small mercies we must be 
grateful that everything has turned out rela¬ 
tively well so far O Despite lots of things go¬ 
ing wrong, at least it didn’t rain - we must be 
thankful for small mercies. □ left to the ten¬ 
der mercies of someone left to someone to 


deal with as badly as he likes O The courier 
went back to the hotel, leaving us to the ten¬ 
der mercies of the local guides. 

mercy killing /'m3isi .kilirj/ noun the kill¬ 
ing of a sick person to put an end to suffering 
(D mere /mis/ adj simply, only □ he’s a 
mere boy he’s only a boy □ the mere sight 
of grass makes me sneeze simply seeing 
grass makes me sneeze 
® merely /'mioli/ adv simply, only. Syn¬ 
onym just 

merge /m3id3/ verb to join together with 
something 

merger /'m3:d3o/ noun the joining to¬ 
gether of two companies 
meridian /mo'ridion/ noun an imaginary 
line running from the North Pole to the South 
Pole at right angles to the equator ( literary ) 
meringue /mo'rasg/ noun a sweet baked 
dessert made of egg whites and sugar 
(D merit /'merit/ noun the quality of being 
good or excellent O There is some merit in 
what he says, but I can’t agree with all of it. 
O This picture has no artistic merit whatso¬ 
ever. □ to go into the merits of to examine 
the good and bad points of O The committee 
spent hours going into the merits of the vari¬ 
ous development plans. ■ verb to be worthy 
of or to deserve something O The plan merits 
further discussion. O Her essay only merited 
a ‘B+ ’. 

meritorious /.meri'toirios/ adj which 
should be rewarded. Synonym commend¬ 
able. Antonym despicable 
mermaid /'m3:meid/ noun an imaginary 
creature, half woman and half fish 
merrily /'merili/ adv happily 
merriment /'merimont/ noun fun. Syn¬ 
onym cheerfulness. Antonym misery 
merry /'meri/ adj 1. happy and cheerful o / 
wish you a Merry Christmas. □ to make 
merry to have a good time O At harvest festi¬ 
vals the whole village would join in and make 
merry together. □ the more the merrier the 
more there are the happier everyone is O In¬ 
vite anyone you like, the more the merrier! 2. 
slightly drunk O We all got a bit merry that 
evening. (NOTE: merrier - merriest) 
merry-go-round /'meri gou ,raund/ 
noun (in a fairground ) a large machine, 
which turns round and plays music, usually 
with horses to sit on which move up and 
down. Also called roundabout (NOTE: The 
US term is carousel.) 

mesh /me// noun 1. an arrangement of 
threads with spaces in between like a net o 
We put wire mesh round the chicken pen to 
keep foxes out. 2. the space between the 
threads of a net O The boats are supposed to 
use a net with a half-inch mesh. (NOTE: The 
plural is meshes.) ■ verb (of gears) to link 


mesmerise 

together with cogs on another wheel O For 
some reason the gears on my bike don’t mesh 
together properly. Synonym interlock 
mesmerise /'mezmoraiz/, mesmerize 
verb to hold the attention of someone so that 
they don’t move. Synonym hypnotise 
<S> mess /mes/ noun 1. dirt or disorder o 
The milk boiled over and made a mess on the 
stove. O We had to clear up the mess after the 
party. 2. □ to make a mess of something to 
do something badly O They made a mess of 
the repair job. 

<S> mess about /,mes o'baut/ verb 1. to 
spend your spare time doing something with¬ 
out having planned what to do O He spends 
his weekends messing about in the garden. 2. 
□ to mess someone about to treat someone 
badly (informal) o If you start messing me 
about, there ’ll be trouble. O The garage has 
messed me about so much I’m going to take 
my car somewhere else for servicing. 

® message /'mesid 3 / noun 1. information 
which is sent O I will leave a message with 
his secretary. O Can you give the director a 
message from his wife? O We got his mes¬ 
sage by e-mail. 2. a political or religious idea 
which a group is trying to pass on to the pub¬ 
lic O They preached a message of universal 
peace. O His message of hard work and sim¬ 
ple living did not always find favour. 3. □ to 
get the message to understand ( informal) o 
She finally got the message when he stood up 
and handed her her coat. □ to get the mes¬ 
sage across to someone to make someone 
understand something O We managed to get 
the message across, even though no one 
spoke English. 

message board /'mesid 3 bo:d/ noun a 
public noticeboard on which messages can be 
left, such as at a conference, or in a hotel 
lobby 

messaging /'mesid 3 ir)/ noun 1. a system 
for sending electronic messages to people by 
computer, telephone or pager 2. the process 
of sending a message using an electronic 
messaging system 

<S> mess around /,mes o'raund/ same as 

mess about 

@ messenger /'mesind39/ noun a person 
who brings a message 

messiah /mi'saio/ noun a person who is 
expected to come to make the world a better 
place. Synonym champion 
Messiah /mi'saio/ noun 1. Jesus Christ o 
For Christians, Christmas celebrates the 
birth of the Messiah. 2. a person whom the 
Jews expect will come to free them o The 
coming of the Messiah is prophesied in the 
Book of Isaiah. 

messianic /.mesi'aemk/ adj referring to 
the Messiah 


metaphorically 

Messrs /'mesoz/ plural noun the plural 
form of Mr used mainly in the names of 
companies 

(D mess up /,mes '\p/ verb 1. to make 
dirty O You’ve messed up your brand new 
school uniform! O I hope it doesn ’t mess up 
your arrangements. 2. to ruin or to spoil O 
I’m sorry we can’t come - I hope it doesn’t 
mess up your arrangements. 

<D messy /'mesi/ adj 1. dirty O Making pot¬ 
tery is a messy business. O Little children are 
always messy eaters. 2. unpleasant and disor¬ 
ganised O It was a long messy divorce case. 
(NOTE: messier - messiest) 

@ met /met/ 0 meet 

metabolic /.meto'bolik/ adj referring to 
metabolism 

metabolism /mo'taeboliz^jm/ noun 
chemical processes which are continually 
taking place in organisms and which are es¬ 
sential to life 

<D metal /'met(o)l/ noun a material, such as 
iron and copper, which can carry heat and 
electricity and is used for making things O a 
metal frying pan O These spoons are plastic 
but the knives are metal. O These chairs are 
very heavy - they must be made of metal. 
metal fatigue /'met(o)l fo.tiig/ noun the 
wearing out of metal used in a construction 
metallic /me'tselik/ adj 1. like metal, refer¬ 
ring to metal O Suddenly we heard a quiet 
metallic sound, like a chain being moved. 2. 
shining like metal O He has had his car re¬ 
sprayed with metallic paint. 
metallic element /me'taelik 'elimont/ 
noun a chemical element which is a metal 
metallic sheen /me'taelik Ji:n/ adj a 
shine such as you get on polished metal 
metalwork /'met^l.waik/ noun 1. the art 
of making things with metal O His hobby is 
metalwork. O She goes to a metalwork class 
on Tuesday evenings. 2. pieces of metal 
which fonn part of something O The old 
car’s metalwork gleamed after it was 
polished. 

metalworker / , met(o)l l w3:ko/ noun a 
person skilled in making objects out of metal 
metamorphosis /.meto'moifosis/ noun 
a change to something quite different, espe¬ 
cially an insect’s change of form. Synonym 
transformation (NOTE: The plural is meta¬ 
morphoses /meto'moifosiiz/.) 
metaphor /'metofo/ noun a way of de¬ 
scribing something by giving it the qualities 
of something else, as in ‘our eagle-eyed read¬ 
ers soon spotted the mistake.’ Compare sim¬ 
ile. Synonym symbol 

metaphorical / l met3 l fDrik(o)l/ adj like a 
metaphor. Antonym literal 
metaphorically /.mets'fDrikli/ adv in a 
metaphorical way 
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metaphysical 

metaphysical /.meto'fizik^)!/ adj refer¬ 
ring to metaphysics 

metaphysics /.meto'fiziks/ noun a 
branch of philosophical study concerned with 
knowledge and the meaning of existence 
meteor /'miitio/ noun a solid body which 
enters the earth’s atmosphere from outer 
space, usually burning up and shining 
brightly as it does so. Also called shooting 
star 

meteoric /.miiti'Drik/ adj sudden, unex¬ 
pected and very noticeable. Synonym dra¬ 
matic. Antonym gradual 
meteorite /'miitiorait/ noun a piece of 
solid rock which falls from outer space onto 
the earth’s surface 

meteorological /.miitioro'lDdsikO)!/ adj 
referring to meteorology, to the climate and 
weather 

Meteorological Office /.miitioro- 
'lDd 3 ik(o)l (Dfis/, Met Office /met 'ofis/ 
noun the central government office which 
analyses weather reports and forecasts the 
weather 

meteorologist /.miitio'rDlodsist/ noun a 
scientist who studies climate and weather, 
and forecasts what the weather is going to be 
like 

meteorology /.miitio'rDlodsi/ noun the 

study of climate and weather 

mete out /,mi:t 'aut/ verb to give a 

punishment 

@ meter /'miito/ noun 1. a device for 
counting how much time, water, gas, etc. has 
been used o He came to read the gas meter. 
2. US spelling of metre ■ verb to measure 
with a meter O The quantity of water used is 
metered by the water company. 
methadone /'meBodoun/ noun a synthetic 
painkilling drug, used as a substitute for her¬ 
oin in the treatment of addiction 
(D method /'meBod/ noun a way of doing 
something o We use the most up-to-date 
manufacturing methods. O What is the best 
method of payment? 

methodical /mi'BDdik(o)l/ adj 1. done 
carefully, in an orderly way O The police car¬ 
ried out a methodical search of the house 
room by room. 2. who works in a careful or¬ 
derly way O No one is more methodical than 
she is, and even she can’tfind the documents. 
methodically /mi'BDdikli/ adv in an or¬ 
derly way 

methodology /.meBo'dolodsi/ noun 
methods used in a certain process or study 
meths /meBs/ noun same as methylated 
spirits 

methylated spirits /.meBoleitid 
'spirits/ plural noun alcohol used for light¬ 
ing or heating 


mezzanine 

meticulous /mi'tikjulos/ adj being very 
careful about details. Antonym careless □ 
to be meticulous in doing something or 
about something to pay great attention to 
detail when you do something O He is very 
meticulous in sending off his tax return on 
time. O They were not very meticulous about 
their payments. 

meticulously /mi'tikjulosli/ adv very 
carefully. Synonym thoroughly. Antonym 
carelessly 

(D metre /'mi:to/ noun 1. a standard mea¬ 
surement of length, equal to approximately 
39.4 inches □ ten square metres an area of 5 
metres x 2 metres 2. a race over a certain dis¬ 
tance O He holds the world record for the 
1000 metres. (NOTE: [all senses] The US 
spelling is meter.) 

metric /'metrik/ adj using the metre as a 
basic measurement 

metric ton /.metrik 'tAn/ noun same as 

tonne 

metro /'metrou/ noun (in some towns) an 
underground railway system 
metropolis /mi'trDpolis/ noun a large 
capital city (NOTE: The plural is metropo¬ 
lises.) 

metropolitan / l metro'pDlit(o)n/ adj refer¬ 
ring to a large capital city O She spent her 
childhood in a little village and found it diffi¬ 
cult to get used to the metropolitan bustle of 
central London. 

mettle /'met(o)l/ noun the strength of char¬ 
acter which helps someone continue to fight. 
Synonym courage □ to put someone on 
their mettle to make someone try to do their 
best 

mew /mju:/ noun a soft cry which a kitten 
makes ■ verb to make a soft cry like a kitten 
O We could hear the kittens mewing in their 
box. 

mews /mju:z/ plural noun 1. stables for 
horses 2. a row of stables which have been 
made into houses O She's bought a mews cot¬ 
tage near Marble Arch. O We live in the 
mews behind the big houses in the square. 
Mexican /'meksikon/ adj referring to Mex¬ 
ico O Mexican cooking is hot and spicy. O 
The Mexican football team looks like win¬ 
ning. O Have you seen the photos from our 
Mexican holiday? ■ noun a person from 
Mexico O Many Mexicans have emigrated to 
California. 

Mexican wave /.meksikon 'weiv/ noun 
an action when people watching an event 
stand up, raise their arms in turn, and then sit 
down, giving the impression of a wave run¬ 
ning through the crowd 
mezzanine /'metsoniin/ noun a floor be¬ 
tween the ground floor and the first floor O 
The office is on the mezzanine. 
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mg abbr milligram 
miaow /mjau/ noun a call made by a cat o 
We heard plaintive miaows coming from in¬ 
side the cupboard. ■ verb to make a miaow 
O The cat was miaowing to be let in. (NOTE: 
[all senses] The US spelling is meow.) 

(D mice /mais/ 1 ) mouse 
mickey /'miki/ noun □ to take the mickey 
out of someone to make fun of someone o 
Stop taking the mickey! ( informal ) 

Mickey Mouse /,miki 'maus/ noun a pop¬ 
ular cartoon character in Disney films ■ adj 
small and inefficient ( informal) o Some 
Mickey Mouse firm got the contract. 
micro- /maikrou/ prefix on a small scale 
microbe /'maikroub/ noun a very small 
organism which can only be seen with a mi¬ 
croscope. Synonym microorganism 
microchip /'maikroutj'ip/ noun a very 
small piece of silicon with electronic circuits 
on it 

microcosm /'maikroukDz(o)m/ noun a 
miniature version 

microfilm /'maikroufilm/ noun a film on 
which something is photographed in very 
small scale ■ verb to make a very small-scale 
photograph of something O Send the old let¬ 
ters to be microfilmed. 

microorganism / l maikrou l o:goniz(3)m/ 
noun a very small organism which can only 
be seen with a microscope. Synonym 

microbe 

(D microphone /'maikrofoun/ noun 1. a 
device which you speak into to transmit 
sound through loudspeakers, through the ra¬ 
dio, or to record on disk or tape O He had dif¬ 
ficulty in making himself heard without a 
microphone. 2. a device for capturing sound 
and passing it to a listening device O There 
was a hidden microphone in the vase of 
flowers. 

microprocessor /'maikrou.prouseso/ 
noun the central processing unit inside a 
microcomputer 

microscope /'maikroskoup/ noun an in¬ 
strument which enlarges things which are 
very small 

microscopic /.maikro'skopik/ adj so 
small as to be visible only through a micro¬ 
scope. Synonym tiny. Antonym gigantic 
microwave /'maikrowerv/ noun a small 
oven which cooks very rapidly using very 
short electric waves O Put the dish in the mi¬ 
crowave for three minutes. ■ verb to cook 
something in a microwave O You can micro- 
wave those potatoes. Synonym heat 
mid- /mid/ prefix middle O The factory is 
closed until mid-July. □ from mid-2006 
from the middle of 2006 


mid-air /,mid 'eo/ adj, adv in the air, flying 
O The two planes collided in mid-air. O A 
mid-air collision between the two planes. 

® midday /,mid'dei/ noun twelve o’clock 
in the middle of the day. Synonym noon 
® middle /'mid(o)i/ adj in the centre; 
half-way between two ends O They live in the 
middle house, the one with the green door. ■ 
noun 1. the centre O She was standing in the 
middle of the road, trying to cross. O Chad is 
a country in the middle of Africa. 2. (of time) 
halfway through O We were woken in the 
middle of the night by a dog barking. O We 
were just in the middle of eating our supper 
when they called. O His portable telephone 
rang in the middle of the meeting. O The 
house was built in the middle of the eigh¬ 
teenth century. 3. a waist O It’s quite deep - 
the water comes up to my middle. O How 
much does he measure round his middle? 
middle age /,mid(o)l 'eid 3 / noun a period 
of life when you are not very young and not 
very old, between 40 and 60 years old 
d) middle-aged /,mid(3)l 'eid 3 d/ adj be¬ 
tween approximately 40 and 60 years old 
(D Middle Ages /do ,mid(o)l 'eid 3 iz/ plu¬ 
ral noun the historical period before the Re¬ 
naissance from about 1000 to 1500 AD 
(NOTE: The adjective referring to the Middle 
Ages is medieval.) 

® middle class /,mid(o)l 'klais/ noun a 
professional class between the upper class 
and the lower or working class 
middle ear /,mid(o)l 'io/ noun a space in¬ 
side the ear beyond the eardrum 
Middle England /,mid(o)l 'irjglond/ 
noun the section of English society which is 
regarded as socially traditional 
middle ground /'mid(o)l graund/ noun a 
position between extremes of opinion 
middleman /'mid^l.mcen/ noun a busi¬ 
nessman who buys from the manufacturer 
and sells to customers (NOTE: The plural is 
middlemen.) 

middle management /,mid(o)l 
'maenidsmont/ noun departmental managers 
who are not as important as directors 
middle name /'mid(o)l neim/ noun a sec¬ 
ond given name of someone 
middle-of-the-road / ( mid(o)l ov do 
'roud/ adj (in politics) of the centre, moderate 
middle school /'mid(o)l skuil/ noun a 
state school for children in the UK from age 
8 to 13 

middle-sized /,mid(o)l 'saizd/ adj neither 
big nor small 

middling /'mid(o)lir)/ adj neither good nor 
bad; not very large or very small 
midfield /'midfiild/ noun 1. the central 
section of a football pitch O The goalkeeper 
kicked the ball to midfield. 2. the players who 
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play in the midfield O The midfield is the 
most important section of a football team. 
midfielder /'mid.fiildo/ noun a member of 
a football team active in the central area of 
the playing field, often both in attack and 
defence 

midge /mid 3 / noun a small flying insect 
that stings 

midget /'mid 3 it/ noun a very short person 
( offensive) ■ adj smaller than the usual size 
d> midnight /'midnait/ noun twelve 
o’clock at night O I must go to bed - it’s after 
midnight. O We only reached the hotel at 
midnight. Antonym noon 
midriff /'midrif/ noun the front part of your 
body above the waist and below the chest 
@ midst /midst/ noun middle □ in our 
midst among us O We have a spy in our 
midst. 

midstream /.mid'striim/ adv, noun (in 
the) middle part of a river 
midsummer /.mid'sAmo/ noun the mid¬ 
dle of the summer. Antonym midwinter 
Midsummer’s Day /.midsAmoz 'dei/ 
noun June 24th 

midterm /.mid'tsim/ noun a point 
half-way through an academic term, or 
through a term of office O midterm elections 
O We have our midterm exam next week. 

Compare half-term 

midway /.mid'wei/ adv half-way o We ar¬ 
ranged to meet them midway between Lon¬ 
don and Oxford. O The lights went out 
midway through the performance. 
midweek ^mid'wiik/ adj, adv in the mid¬ 
dle of the week O If you travel midweek, the 
fares are higher than if you travel at the 
weekend. 

midwife /'midwaif/ noun a professional 
nurse who helps a woman give birth, often at 
home ( formal ) (NOTE: The plural is mid¬ 
wives /'midwaivz/.) 

midwifery /mid'wifori/ noun the work of 
being a midwife 

midwinter /mid'winto/ noun the middle 
of the winter. Antonym midsummer 
miffed /mifd/ adj feeling amioyed or 
offended 

(D might noun /mait/ a force o She pulled 
at it with all her might, and still could not 
move it. O All the might of the armed forces 
is displayed during the National Day parade. 
■ modal verb 1. to be possible o Take an 
umbrella, it might rain. O If he isn’t here, he 
might be waiting outside. O I might call in to 
see you tomorrow if I have time. O That was 
a stupid thing to do - you might have been 
killed! O They might win, but I wouldn’t bet 
on it. 2. should have (done) O You might try 
and stay awake next time. □ he might have 
done something to help it would have been 


better if he had done something to help □ you 
might have told me I wish you had told me 
O You might have told me you ’d invited her 
as well. 3. asking a question politely O Might 
I have another cup of tea? (NOTE: The nega¬ 
tive is might not, usually mightn’t. Note 
also that might is always used with other 
verbs and is not followed by to.) 
mightn’t short form might not 
mighty /'maiti/ adj strong, powerful (liter¬ 
ary) O With one mighty heave he lifted the 
sack onto the lorry. O All she could remem¬ 
ber was getting a mighty blow on the head, 
and then everything went black. (NOTE: 
mightier - mightiest) ■ adv great o That’s 
mighty kind of you. □ he’s in a mighty hurry 
he’s very impatient ( informal) 
migraine /'miigrein, 'maigrein/ noun a 
sharp headache often associated with vomit¬ 
ing and seeing bright lights 
migrant /'maigront/ noun 1 . a worker who 
moves from one job to another or from one 
country to another to look for work O The 
government is trying to prevent migrants 
coming into the country. 2. a bird which 
moves from one place to another with the 
seasons O The marshes are an ideal place to 
see the winter migrants. ■ adj who moves 
from one job to another or from one country 
to another O Migrant workers often do the 
jobs no one wants to do. O The exploitation 
of migrant farm workers. Synonym migra¬ 
tory. Antonym resident 
migrate /mai'greit/ verb to move from one 
place to another with the seasons. Synonym 
travel 

migration /mai'greiJ(o)n/ noun the move¬ 
ment of people and animals, especially birds, 
from one country to another. Compare 

relocation 

migratory /'maigr3t(3)ri/ adj referring to 
migration 

mike /maik/ abbr microphone ( informal) 

<D mild /maild/ adj 1. not harsh, not too bad 
O There was some mild criticism, but gener¬ 
ally the plan was welcomed. O He had a mild 
heart attack and was soon back to work 
again. 2. (of the weather) not severe o Win¬ 
ters in the south of the country are usually 
milder than in the north. 3. not strong-tasting 
O We’ll choose the mildest curry on the 
menu. Antonym hot (NOTE: milder - 
mildest) 

mildly /'maildli/ adj softly or kindly o The 
film was only mildly entertaining. □ to put it 
mildly not to say anything ruder 
(J) mile noun /mail/ a measure of length, 
equal to 1,760 yards or 1.61 kilometres O He 
thinks nothing of cycling ten miles to work 
every day. O The car can’t go any faster than 
sixty miles per hour. O The line of cars 
stretched for three miles from the road 
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works. □ the car was doing 100 miles an 

hour the car was travelling at 100 miles an 
hour ■ plural noun miles a long distance o 
She lives miles away from here. □ for miles 
within a wide area O There are no shops for 
miles around. □ to be miles away to be 
thinking about something else and not what 
is happening at present O She was miles away 
and jumped when when he spoke. ■ adv 
miles a lot ( informal ) o This book is miles 
better than the last one I read. O The dress is 
miles too long. 

mileage /'mailid 3 / noun 1 . the distance 
travelled in miles □ car with a low mileage a 
car which has travelled fewer miles than nor¬ 
mal 2. □ to get more mileage out of some¬ 
thing to take as much advantage as possible 
of something O Can we get any more mileage 
out of his appearance on TV? 
mileometer /mai'lomito/ noun a device in 
a vehicle for recording the distance travelled 
milestone /'mailstoun/ noun 1. an impor¬ 
tant point in time O This year marks an im¬ 
portant milestone in the firm’s history. O 
1887 was a milestone in the history of road 
transport when Daimler patented the first in¬ 
ternal combustion engine. 2. a stone by the 
side of a road, showing the distance in miles 
{old) O The milestone showed it was 17 miles 
to Bristol. 

milieu /'mi:lj3i/ noun a society which sur¬ 
rounds someone 

militancy /'militonsi/ noun vigour in sup¬ 
porting a political party or a cause 
militant /'militant/ adj very active in sup¬ 
porting a cause or political party O He is on 
the militant wing of the party. Synonym con¬ 
frontational. Antonym peaceable ■ noun 
1. a person who is very active in supporting a 
cause or a political party O The party must 
keep its militants under control. 2. a person 
who supports a policy of using violence to 
achieve aims O A few militants in the march 
started throwing stones at the police. 

(D military /'milit(a)ri/ adj referring to the 
armed forces O The two leaders discussed the 
possibility of military intervention. O Mili¬ 
tary spending has fallen over the past three 
years. Antonym civilian ■ noun □ the mili¬ 
tary the army O Faced with riots all over the 
country, the government called in the 
military. 

military service /.milit^ri 's3ivis/ 
noun a period of time served in the armed 
forces 

militate /'militeit/ verb to have an active 
influence against something happening 
militia /mi'll Jo/ noun an emergency police 
force organised like an army 
(D milk /milk/ noun a white liquid produced 
by female mammals to feed their young, es¬ 
pecially the liquid produced by cows o Do 


you want milk with your coffee? O Can we 
have two glasses of milk, please? O Don’t 
forget to buy some milk, there’s none in the 
fridge. ■ verb 1 . to take milk from an animal 
O The cows are waiting to be milked. 2. to 
get as much advantage as possible from a sit¬ 
uation O The newspapers milked the story for 
all it was worth. 

milk chocolate /milk'tJbktat/ noun pale 

brown chocolate made with milk 

milk float /'milk flout/ noun a low electric 

truck for delivering milk 

milkman /'milkman/ noun GB a man who 

brings milk to each house in the morning 

(NOTE: The plural is milkmen.) 

milk shake /milk 'Jeik/ noun a drink 

made by beating milk with sweet liquid or 

fruit 

milk teeth /milk ti:0/ plural noun a child’s 
first twenty teeth, which are gradually re¬ 
placed by permanent teeth 
milky /'milki/ adj 1 . made with milk; con¬ 
taining milk O This coffee is too milky. 2. 
looking like milk O If you cut the plant, a 
milky fluid comes out. 

Milky Way /.milki 'wei/ noun a band of 
light across the sky caused by the high con¬ 
centration of stars in our galaxy (NOTE: milk¬ 
ier - milkiest) 

(D mill /mil/ noun 1. a small machine for 
grinding seeds into powder O There is a pep¬ 
per mill on the table. 2. a large machine for 
grinding com into flour O Corn is fed into the 
mill through a hopper. 3. a building which 
contains such a machine O After lunch the 
visitors were shown round the mill. 4. □ 
run-of-the-mill ordinary O It’s very much a 
run-of-the-mill operation which any doctor 
can do. 5. a large factory □ to go through 
the mill, to be put through the mill to suffer 
a great deal ( informal) 

millennial /mi'leniol/ adj referring to a 
millennium 

millennium /mi'leniom/ noun a period of 
a thousand years. Synonym epoch 
millet /'milit/ noun a common cereal crop 
grown in many of the hot, dry regions of Af¬ 
rica and Asia, where it is a basic food (NOTE: 
no plural) 

milli- /mill/ prefix one thousandth 
milligram /'miligrasm/ noun one thou¬ 
sandth of a gram (NOTE: usually written mg 
after figures) 

millilitre /'mili.liito/ noun a unit of mea¬ 
surement of liquid, equal to one thousandth 
of a litre (NOTE: usually written ml after fig¬ 
ures. The US spelling is millimeter.) 

(D millimetre /'milimiito/ noun one thou¬ 
sandth of a metre (NOTE: usually written mm 
after figures: 35mm. The US spelling is mil¬ 
limeter.) 
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3) million /'miljon/ noun the number 
1,000,000 O The population of Great Britain 
is just over 58 million. ■ □ millions of a very 
large number of O Millions of trees are 
chopped down to make paper. O The country 
spends millions of dollars on imports of oil. O 
Millions of people spend their holidays in 
Italy. 

® millionaire /.miljo'neo/ noun a person 
who has more than a million pounds or a mil¬ 
lion dollars. Synonym tycoon. Antonym 
pauper (NOTE: To show the currency in 
which a person is a millionaire, say ‘a dollar 
millionaire’, ‘a sterling millionaire’, etc.) 

3) millionth /'miljonO/, 1,000,000th adj, 
noun referring to a million 
millipede /'milipiid/ noun a small creep¬ 
ing animal with a large number of legs 
millisecond /'mil^sekond/ noun a unit of 
measurement of time, equal to one thou¬ 
sandth of a second 

mime /maim/ noun 1. gestures and facial 
expressions used in the theatre to tell a story 
or show emotions O a story told in mime 2. a 
story told in gestures o He did a mime of a 
man trying to open an umbrella in a high 
wind. 3. an actor who does not speak, but 
tells a story through gestures O Marcel 
Marceau, the famous French mime. ■ verb to 
tell a story or show emotions through ges¬ 
tures O He mimed getting into a car and driv- 
ing off. 

mimic /'mimik/ noun a person who imi¬ 
tates O A good mimic imitates a person’s 
body language as well as their voice. ■ verb 
to imitate O He doesn’t like it when people 
mimic the way he talks. (NOTE: mimicking - 
mimicked) 

mimicry /'mimikri/ noun the action of 
mimicking someone. Synonym imitation 
min abbr 1 . minimum 2. minute 
minaret /, mins' ret/ noun a tall tower 
which is part of a mosque 
(D mince /mins/ noun meat which has been 
cut into very small pieces O Add the mince to 
the onions and fry till brown. ■ verb 1. to 
grind up meat or vegetables until they are in 
very small pieces 2. □ he didn’t mince his 
words he said what he had to say in a 
straightforward way 

mincemeat /'minsmiit/ noun a mixture of 
suet, apples, spices and dried fruit, used to 
make mince pies □ to make mincemeat 
(out) of someone to defeat someone, to de¬ 
stroy someone completely O He made mince¬ 
meat of his opponent. 

mince pie /mins 'pai/ noun a small pie 
filled with mincemeat, eaten at Christmas 
3) mind /maind/ noun the part of the body 
which controls memory and reasoning O His 
mind always seems to be on other things. O 


I’ve forgotten her name - it just slipped my 
mind. O I think of her night and day - I just 
can’t get her out of my mind. O My mind 
went blank as soon as I saw the exam paper. 

□ what do you have in mind? what are you 
thinking of? O Let’s do something unusual 
this weekend - what do you have in mind? □ 
she’s got something on her mind she’s wor¬ 
rying about something O She’s not her usual 
cheery self today - I think she’s got some¬ 
thing on her mind. □ let’s try to take his 
mind off his exams let’s try to stop him wor¬ 
rying about the exams □ to make up your 
mind (to do something) to decide (to do 
something) O I can’t make up my mind 
whether to take the afternoon off to do some 
shopping or stay in the office and work. O 
She couldn’t make up her mind what clothes 
to wear to the wedding. □ to change your 
mind to decide to do something different O 
He was going to go by car but then changed 
his mind and went by bus. O He has decided 
to go on holiday next week and nothing will 
make him change his mind. □ to be in two 
minds about something not to be sure about 
something, to be undecided O I’m in two 
minds about his proposal. □ I’ve a good 
mind to do it myself I would very much like 
to do it myself □ he’s not in his right mind 
he’s mad ■ verb 1. to be careful, to watch out 
O Mind the steps - they 're slippery! O Mind 
you get back early. O Mind the plate - it’s 
hot! 2. to worry about O Don't mind me, I'm 
used to working with children. □ never mind 
don’t worry O Never mind - you ’ll get an¬ 
other chance to enter the competition next 
year. 3. to look after something for someone, 
or while the owner is away O Who will be 
minding the house while you ’re on holiday? 

□ mind your own business! don’t interfere 
with other people’s affairs 4. to be bothered 
or annoyed by O Nobody will mind if you ’re 
late. O There aren’t enough chairs, but I 
don’t mind standing up. 5. asking politely O 
Do you mind if I open the window? □ would 
you mind shutting the door? please shut the 
door 6. □ wouldn’t mind would rather like O 
I wouldn ’t mind a cup of coffee. 
mind-blowing /maind 'blouiq/ adj ex¬ 
tremely impressive, surprising or shocking 
mind-boggling /'maind .boglig/ adj 
large, complicated and difficult to understand 
( informal ) 

minder /'maindo/ noun a person who pro¬ 
tects someone ( informal ) 0 bodyguard 
mindful /'maindf(3)l/ adj □ mindful of 
something remembering something, thinking 
about something O He is always mindful of 
his responsibilities as chairman. O You 
should be mindful of the risks you are taking. 
mindless /'maindlos/ adj stupid, done 
without thinking 
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mindset /'maindset/ noun a way of think¬ 
ing, general attitude to things. Synonym 

attitude 

(D mine /main/ pron belonging to me o That 
book is mine. O Can I borrow your bike, 
mine’s been stolen. O She’s a great friend of 
mine. ■ noun 1 . a deep hole in the ground 
from which useful substances such as coal 
are taken out O The coal mine has stopped 
working after fifty years. O He has shares in 
an African gold mine. 2. □ he’s a mine of in¬ 
formation he is full of information 3. a type 
of bomb which is hidden under the ground or 
under water O The tank went over a mine and 
two soldiers were killed. O It will take years 
to clear all the mines left by the rebel army. 
■ verb 1 . to dig substances out of the ground 
O They mine gold in the south of the country. 
2. to place mines in land or water O The en¬ 
trance to the harbour has been mined. 
minefield /'mainfiild/ noun 1 . an area of 
land or sea where mines have been laid O 
Minefields lay along both sides of the road. 
2. a difficult and dangerous situation O 
Trying to find your way round EU agricul¬ 
ture regulations is an absolute minefield. O 
The company got caught up in the minefield 
of government tax regulations. 
miner /'maino/ noun a person who works in 
a mine (NOTE: Do not confuse with minor.) 
mineral /'mineral/ noun a substance, 
such as rock, which is dug out of the earth, or 
which is found in food O What is the mineral 
content of spinach? O The company hopes to 
discover valuable minerals in the mountains. 
mineral water / l min(o)rol ,waits/ noun 
water from a spring 

minesweeper /'mainswiipo/ noun a ship 
which specialises in removing mines placed 
under water 

mingle /'mirjgol/ verb 1 . to mix together o 
The flavours of chocolate and lemon mingle 
deliciously. 2. to mix, to join in a party O The 
host and hostess started to mingle with their 
guests. (NOTE: mingling - mingled) 
mini- /mini/ adj, prefix very small 
miniature /'mmitj’o/ noun 1. a very small 
model, portrait, painting or bottle O We went 
to an exhibition of Elizabethan miniatures. 2. 
□ in miniature reproduced on a very small 
scale O The Parliament in the colony is like 
Westminster in miniature. O In the model vil¬ 
lage, everything is in miniature. ■ adj very 
small O He has a miniature camera. Syn¬ 
onym small-scale. Antonym enormous 
minibar /'mini,bai/ noun a refrigerator in a 
hotel room containing cold drinks 
minibus /'minibAs/ noun a small bus hold¬ 
ing about twelve passengers 
minicab /'mini.kaeb/ noun a car which a 
person drives as a taxi 


ministry 

minimal /'mimm(9)l/ adj very low or 
small, the smallest possible 
minimalism /'minim(3)l l iz(3)m/ noun 1 . 
a movement of abstract artists who produce 
paintings and sculptures that make use of ba¬ 
sic colours and geometric shapes in imper¬ 
sonal arrangements. The movement started in 
New York in the 1960s. 2. a simple style in 
art, design or literature 3. a style in music 
with a simplicity of rhythm and tone 
minimalist /'minimalist/ noun an artist 
who uses the simplest techniques to achieve 
his effects O The minimalist art of Japanese 
flower arranging. 

minimise /'mmimaiz/, minimize verb to 
reduce to the smallest amount; to make 
something seem very small 
® minimum /'minimom/ adj smallest pos¬ 
sible O The minimum amount you can save is 
£25 per month. O The minimum age for driv¬ 
ers is 18. ■ noun the smallest possible 
amount O We try to keep expenditure to a 
minimum. O She does the bare minimum of 
study, just enough to pass her exams. Syn¬ 
onym least ► Antonym (all senses) 
maximum 

minimum wage /.minimom 'weid 3 / 
noun the lowest hourly wage which a com¬ 
pany can legally pay its workers 
mining /'maimr)/ noun 1 . the action of tak¬ 
ing coal and other minerals out of the land O 
We used a Welsh mining village as a base for 
climbing in the mountains. O The company is 
engaged in mining for diamonds or in dia¬ 
mond mining. 2. the process of placing mines 
underground or under water O The mining of 
the harbour was carried out by marines. 
minion /'minjon/ noun a low-grade assis¬ 
tant. Synonym follower. Antonym superior 
miniskirt /'mini.skait/ noun a skirt which 
is very short 

® minister /'ministo/ noun 1. the member 
of a government in charge of a department O 
The inquiry is to be headed by a former gov¬ 
ernment minister. O He was the Minister of 
Defence in the previous government. 2. a 
Protestant clergyman O The minister gave a 
very moving sermon at the funeral. ■ verb 
(formal) □ to minister to someone’s needs 
to take care of someone O Nurses went to the 
country to minister to the needs of the 
refugees. 

ministerial /.mim'stioriol/ adj referring to 
a government minister. Synonym govern¬ 
mental 

(D ministry /'ministri/ noun 1. a govern¬ 
ment department; offices of a government 
department O He works in the Ministry of 
Defence. (NOTE: The plural is ministries. In 
the UK and the USA, important ministries 
are also called departments: the Depart¬ 
ment of Work and Pensions, the Commerce 
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Department.) 2. a government o the Conser¬ 
vative Ministry of 1951 (NOTE: You can also 
say administration in this sense: the Con¬ 
servative Administration of 1951.) 3. the 
work of a priest □ to enter the ministry to 
become a priest 

mink /mirjk/ noun 1. a small animal whose 
fur is very valuable O Mink are now found in 
the wild in Britain. 2. a coat of mink fur O 
She wore her mink to the opera. (NOTE: no 
plural in this meaning: to show a plural say 
‘mink coats’) 

minnow /'minou/ noun a very small fresh¬ 
water fish. Synonym small fry 
(D minor /'mains/ adj not very important o 
It was just a minor injury. O She has a minor 
role in the film. O He played a minor part in 
the revolution. ■ noun a person under the age 
of 18, who is not considered to be an adult O 
We are forbidden to serve alcohol to minors. 
Synonym juvenile. Antonym adult (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with miner.) 

(D minority /mai'noriti/ noun 1. a number 
or quantity which is less than half of a 
total O Although the proposal was carried, a 
large minority of members voted against 
it. □ the men are in the minority there are 
more women than men 2. the period when a 
person is less than 18 years old O During the 
king’s minority the country was ruled by his 
uncle. 

minority government /mai.noriti 
'gAv(s)nmsnt/ noun a government with 
fewer members of parliament than the 
opposition 

minster /'minsto/ noun ( usually in names) 
a large, important church 
mint /mint/ noun 1. a factory where coins 
are made O The mint is preparing to make the 
new coins. □ in mint condition perfect, in 
exactly the same condition as when it was 
made O He is offering a camera for sale in 
mint condition. □ a mint of money a great 
deal of money ( informal ) o The inventor of 
the zip must have made a mint of money. 2. a 
common herb used as flavouring 3. a small 
white sweet, tasting of peppermint o He al¬ 
ways keeps a packet of mints in his pocket to 
suck when travelling. ■ verb to make coins o 
British coins are minted by the Royal Mint. 
mint sauce /mint 'so:s/ noun a sauce 
made of chopped mint, sugar and vinegar, 
served with lamb 

© minus /'mainos/ prep 1. less o Ten mi¬ 
nus eight equals two (10-8 = 2). O Net sal¬ 
ary is gross salary minus tax and National 
Insurance deductions. O It was minus 10 de¬ 
grees (-10°) outside. 2. not with □ luckily 
they came minus children luckily they 
came without their children ■ noun a sign (-) 
meaning less 


minuscule /'miniskjuil/ adj very small. 
Synonym tiny. Antonym gigantic 
minus sign /'mamas sain/ noun a sym¬ 
bol, (-), used to show a negative quantity or 
subtraction 

(D minute noun /'minit/1. one sixtieth part 
of an hour O There are sixty minutes in an 
hour, and sixty seconds in a minute. O The 
doctor can see you for ten minutes only. O 
The house is about ten minutes ’ walk or is a 
ten-minute walk from the office. □ six min¬ 
utes to four 3.54 □ eight minutes past three 
3.08 2. a very short space of time o I’ll be 
ready in a minute. O Why don’t you wait for 
a minute and see if the dentist is free? □ I 
won’t be a minute I’ll be very quick o I’m 
just going to pop into the bank -1 won’t be a 
minute. □ at any minute, any minute now 
very soon O I expect the train to arrive at any 
minute. □ the minute he arrived, she left 
she left as soon as he arrived ■ verb /'mimt/ 
to write the record of a meeting O My objec¬ 
tion to the proposal has been minuted. ■ adj 
/mai'njuit/ very small o A minute piece of 
dust must have got into the watch. □ in min¬ 
ute detail with all details carefully drawn or 
explained O I explained it all to you in the 
minutest detail, and you still got it wrong. 
minute hand /'minit hasnd/ noun the long 
hand on a clock or watch which shows the 
minutes 

minutes /'mimts/ plural noun notes taken 
of what has been said at a meeting O Who 
volunteers to take the minutes of the meet¬ 
ing? O Copies of the minutes of the last meet¬ 
ing will be sent to all members of the 
committee. 

minutiae /mai'njuijii:/ plural noun very 
small details 

miracle /'mirok(o)l/ noun 1. a very lucky 
happening O It was a miracle she was not 
killed in the accident. 2. a marvellous event 
which happens apparently by the power of 
God O She went to the shrine and was cured 
- it must have been a miracle. 3. □ the mira¬ 
cles of modern medicine or of science the 
wonderful discoveries, new treatments etc. 
miraculous /mi'raekjulos/ adj wonderful, 
which cannot be explained. Antonym 
mundane 

miraculously /mi'raekjulosli/ adv won¬ 
derfully, in a way which cannot be explained 
mirage /'mirai 3 / noun an imaginary sight 
caused by hot air, such as an oasis seen in a 
desert. Synonym hallucination. Antonym 
reality 

<D mirror /'miro/ noun a piece of glass with 
a metal backing which reflects an image O 
They looked at themselves in the mirror. □ 
clean the bathroom mirror to clean the mir¬ 
ror in the bathroom ■ verb to be very similar 
to; to be the same as O The report mirrors the 


mirror image 

information given to the committee by local 
doctors. O Her astonishment at the news mir¬ 
rored mine. 

mirror image /.miror 'imic^/ noun some¬ 
thing that looks the same as something else 
except that it is the other way round, as in a 
mirror. Synonym double 
mirth /m3:0/ noun enjoyment, especially 
shown by laughter 

misadventure /.misod'ventjo/ noun an 
unlucky accident □ death by misadventure 
accidental death O The coroner’s verdict was 
death by misadventure. 
misapprehension /.misaepri'henJXojn/ 
noun an incorrect understanding 
misbehave /.misbi'herv/ verb to behave 
badly. Antonym behave 
misbehaviour /misbi'heivjo/ noun bad 
behaviour (NOTE: The US spelling is misbe¬ 
havior.) 

misc. abbr miscellaneous 
miscalculate /mis'kaelkjuleit/ verb to 
calculate wrongly 

miscalculation /mis.kaelkju'leiJXojn/ 
noun a mistake in calculating. Synonym 

error 

miscarriage /'miskasrids/ noun the loss 
of a baby during pregnancy O She had two 
miscarriages before having her first child. 
miscarriage of justice /,miskaerid 3 ov 
'd 3 AStis/ noun a wrong decision by a court, 
which can be changed on appeal 
miscarry /mis'kaeri/ verb 1. (of a plan) to 
go wrong 2. to produce a baby which is not 
sufficiently developed to live O She miscar¬ 
ried three months into her pregnancy. 
miscellaneous /miso'leinios/ adj various 
or mixed, not all of the same sort. Antonym 
homogeneous 

miscellany /mi'seloni/ noun a collection 
of varied things, usually varied pieces of 
writing. Synonym assortment 
mischief /'mistjif/ noun a naughty or 
wicked action □ to keep out of mischief to 
avoid doing anything naughty O Be good, 
and try to keep out of mischief. □ to make 
mischief to make trouble for other people o 
She’s always trying to make mischief be¬ 
tween me and the boss. □ he is always get¬ 
ting into mischief he’s always doing 
something naughty 

mischievous /'mist/ivos/ adj wicked or 
naughty 

misconception /.miskon'sepjon/ noun a 
mistaken idea. Synonym fallacy. Antonym 
fact 

misconduct /mis'kondAkt/ noun a wrong 
action by a professional person or worker 
misconstrue /.miskon'stru:/ verb to un¬ 
derstand something wrongly. Synonym 

misinterpret 


misjudge 

miscount /mis'kaunt/ verb to count 
wrongly 

misdeed /mis'diid/ noun a wicked action 
misdemeanour /.misdi'miino/ noun a 
minor crime (NOTE: The US spelling is mis¬ 
demeanor.) 

miser /'maizo/ noun a person who loves his 
money and refuses to spend it ( disapproving) 
miserable /'miz(9)rob(9)l/ adj 1. sad, un¬ 
happy O He’s in a very miserable state of 
mind. O Can’t you do something to cheer her 
up? - She’s very miserable since her boy¬ 
friend left her. 2. (of weather) bad or un¬ 
pleasant O What miserable weather - will it 
ever stop raining? 3. (of pay) very low o She 
earns a miserable wage as a library 
assistant. 

miserably /'miz(3)robli/ adv sadly or 
unhappily 

miserly /'maizoli/ adj 1. not wanting to 
spend money O He’s very miserly with his 
money. 2. very small O Her father gave her a 
miserly allowance. O For pudding we were 
given a miserly amount of ice cream. 

(D misery /'mizori/ noun great unhappiness 
□ to put someone out of his misery not to 
keep someone waiting for something any 
longer O Let’s go and put the candidates out 
of their misery. □ to put an animal out of its 
misery to kill an animal because it is in pain 
misfire /mis'faio/ verb not to fire properly. 
Synonym go wrong □ the engine is misfir¬ 
ing the engine is not igniting the petrol at the 
right time □ his plan misfired his plan went 
wrong 

misfit /'misfit/ noun a person who does not 
fit in with a group, who does not fit into soci¬ 
ety. Antonym conformist 
® misfortune /mis'foitjon/ noun 1. bad 
luck O It was his misfortune to be born in the 
year when his father was declared bankrupt. 
(NOTE: no plural) 2. a piece of bad luck o 
Misfortunes never come singly. 
misgiving /mis'givirj/ noun a doubt or 
fear that something will go wrong 
misguided /mis'gaidid/ adj badly ad¬ 
vised; wrongly judged. Synonym mistaken. 
Antonym wise 

mishandle /mis'h£end(o)l/ verb 1. to deal 
with a situation badly 2. to treat something 
roughly 

mishap /'mishasp/ noun a little accident 
mishmash /'miJ.maeJV noun a confusing 
mixture 

misinform ^misin'foim/ verb to give 
someone the wrong information 
misinterpret /.misin'taiprit/ verb not to 
understand correctly. Synonym 

misconstrue 

misjudge /mis'd 3 Ad 3 / verb 1. to judge 
wrongly O He misjudged the distance he had 
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mislay 

to jump and fell into the ditch. 2. to form a 
wrong opinion about someone or something 
O I thought he was lazy, but I obviously mis¬ 
judged him. 

mislay /mis'lei/ verb to put something 
down and not to remember where it is (NOTE: 

mislaying - mislaid) 

mislead /mis'liid/ verb to give someone 
wrong information (NOTE: misleading - 
misled /mis'led/) 

mismanage /mis'masnids/ verb to man¬ 
age wrongly or badly 

mismanagement /mis'masn^mant/ 
noun bad organisation and management. 
Antonym efficiency 

mismatch noun /'mismaetJV a badly 
matched pair ■ verb /mis'mastJV to match or 
pair people or things badly 
misnomer /mis'noumo/ noun a wrong 
name 

misogynist /mi'sodsonist/ noun a man 
who hates women 

misplace /mis'pleis/ verb to lose some¬ 
thing temporarily 

misplaced /.mis'pleist/ adj directed at the 
wrong person or thing 

misprint /'misprint/ noun a mistake in 
printing 

mispronounce /.misprs'nauns/ verb to 
pronounce a sound or word wrongly. Ant¬ 
onym articulate 

misquote /mis'kwaut/ verb to quote 
someone or something incorrectly 
misread /mis'riid/ verb 1. to read some¬ 
thing incorrectly 2. to misinterpret something 
misrepresent /,misrepri'zent/ verb to re¬ 
port what someone thinks wrongly 
misrepresentation /.misreprizen- 
'teij(9)n/ noun a wrong account 
(S> miss /mis/ verb 1 . not to hit o He missed 
the target. O She tried to shoot the rabbit but 
missed. 2. not to see, hear or notice O We 
missed the road in the dark. O I missed the 
article about books in yesterday’s evening 
paper. O I arrived late, so missed most of the 
discussion. □ you didn’t miss much the 
thing you did not see or hear, was not very 
good □ he just missed being knocked down 
he was almost knocked down 3. not to catch 
O He tried to catch the ball but he missed it. 
O She missed the last bus and had to walk 
home. 4. to be sad because you do not do 
something any more, because someone is not 
there any more O Do you miss living by the 
sea? O I miss going on those long country 
walks. O You ’ll be missed if you go to work in 
another office. O We ’ll all miss Jack when he 
retires. ■ noun not having hit something O 
He hit the target twice and then had two 
misses. □ let’s give it a miss let’s not go to 
see it 


(D Miss /mis/ noun 1. the title given to a girl 
or woman who is not married O Have you 
met Miss Jones, our new sales manager? O 
The letter is addressed to Miss Anne Smith. 
(NOTE: used before a surname, or a first 
name and surname) 2. a way of addressing a 
teacher O Miss! John keeps hitting me. 
missile /'misail/ noun 1. an explosive 
rocket which can be guided to its target O 
They think the plane was brought down by an 
enemy missile. O They threw missiles at the 
police. 2. a thing which is thrown to try to hit 
someone O The students threw missiles at the 
police. 

<D missing /'misig/ adj lost, which is not 
there O I’m looking for my missing car keys. 
O They found there was a lot of money miss¬ 
ing. O The police searched everywhere for 
the missing children. 

<D mission /'mij(9)n/ noun 1. an aim or 
purpose for which someone is sent o The stu¬ 
dents were sent on a mission to find the best 
place to camp. □ her mission in life is to 
help orphans her chosen task is to help or¬ 
phans 2. a group of people sent somewhere 
with a particular aim O a United Nations 
peace mission O Several firms took part in a 
business mission to Japan. O A rescue mis¬ 
sion was sent out into the mountains. 3. a 
place where diplomats work, an embassy or 
consulate O There were riots outside several 
diplomatic missions in the capital. 
missionary /'mij(3)n(3)ri/ noun a person 
who tries to convert people to his or her reli¬ 
gion O European missionaries tried to con¬ 
vert the inhabitants of the Pacific Islands. 
(NOTE: The plural is missionaries.) ■ adj 
referring to a missionary; like a missionary O 
He followed his calling and became a mis¬ 
sionary doctor. O She showed missionary 
zeal in trying to get people to join her club. 
mission statement /'mij(>)n 
.steitmant/ noun a statement which gives 
the aims of an organisation 
(D miss out /.mis 'aut/ verb to leave out, to 
forget to put in 

<D miss out on /.mis 'aut on/ verb not to 
enjoy something because you are not there 
misspell /mis'spel/ verb to spell wrongly 
(NOTE: misspelled or misspelt) 
misspent youth /.misspent 'ju:0/ noun 
a youth which has been wasted 
mist /mist/ noun a thin fog o Early morn¬ 
ing mist covered the fields. ■ verb □ to mist 
up to become covered with condensation O 
The steam in the bathroom had misted up the 
mirror. O Switch on the heated rear window 
to stop it misting up. 

® mistake /mi'steik/ noun an act or 
thought which is wrong O She made a mis¬ 
take in typing the address. O There are lots of 
mistakes in this book. □ by mistake wrongly 


mistaken 
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O They sent the wrong items by mistake. O By 
mistake she put my letter into an envelope for 
the chairman. O We took the wrong bus by 
mistake. O He put my coat on by mistake in 
the cloakroom. ■ verb to think wrongly O 
There’s no mistaking him, with his red hair 
and purple anorak. □ I mistook him for his 
brother I thought he was his brother 
© mistaken /mi'steikon/ adj wrong. Ant¬ 
onym correct 

mistakenly /mis'teikonli/ advby mistake 
mister /'mists/ noun a way of addressing a 
man (= Mr.) O What’s the time, mister? 
mistletoe /'mis(s)ltsu/ noun a green plant 
with small white berries, which grows on 
other plants, especially oaks or apple trees 
© mistook /mi'stuk/ 1 ) mistake 
mistreat /mis'triit/ verb to treat something 
badly or roughly 

mistress /'mistros/ noun 1 . a woman who 
has a sexual relationship with a man without 
being married to him O She had engaged a 
detective to follow her husband and photo¬ 
graph him with his mistress. 2. a woman 
teacher O the geography mistress 3. a woman 
in charge of or who owns an animal O The 
dog chased after a rabbit but came back 
when his mistress whistled. □ she’s her own 
mistress she is independent 
mistrust /mis'trASt/ noun not having any 
confidence O The occupying army aroused 
considerable mistrust in the local population. 
■ verb not to trust someone, to be doubtful 
about someone O He’s too charming, that’s 
why I mistrust him. Synonym distrust 
misty /'misti/ adj 1. covered in mist o a 
misty autumn morning 2. not clear O A misty 
image appeared on the screen. (NOTE: mist¬ 
ier - mistiest) 

misunderstand /, mis Ando' st send/ verb 
not to understand correctly (NOTE: misun¬ 
derstanding - misunderstood /miSAndo- 
'stud/) 

misunderstanding /, mis Ando' stasndig/ 
noun a situation where something has not 
been understood correctly 
misunderstood /.misAndo'stud/ adj not 
appreciated because people do not under¬ 
stand you. i> misunderstand 
misuse noun /mis'juis/ a wrong use o The 
directors of the charity were accused of mis¬ 
use of funds. ■ verb /mis'juiz / 1. to use 
something in a wrong way O She misused the 
money which she had been given to look af¬ 
ter. O He felt misused when the company re¬ 
fused to help him. 2. to treat someone badly 
O He felt misused when the company refused 
to help him. 

mite /mait/ noun 1. a tiny animal of the spi¬ 
der family which lives in soil or is a parasite 
on animals or plants O House mites can 


mixture 

cause allergies. 2. a very small child O The 
poor little mite looks half-starved. 
mitigate /'mitigeit/ verb to make less seri¬ 
ous. Synonym alleviate 
mitigating /'mitigeitir)/ adj □ mitigating 
circumstances, mitigating factors things 
which make a crime less serious, or which 
can excuse something that has happened 
mitigation /.miti'geiJXojn/ noun a reduc¬ 
tion of a sentence or of the seriousness of a 
crime 

mitre /'maito/ noun a tall pointed hat, worn 
by a bishop during religious ceremonies 
(NOTE: The US spelling is miter.) 
mitt 1 /mit/ noun a padded glove worn by a 
baseball player 

mitt 2 /mit/, mitten /'mit(3)n/ noun 1. a 
glove without separate fingers except for the 
thumb O She knitted a pair of woollen mit¬ 
tens for the baby. 2. a glove which covers the 
main part of the hand but leaves the fingers 
bare O It was so cold that he wore mittens 
when he went sketching. 

© mix /miks/ noun a mixture of things to¬ 
gether O There was an odd mix of people at 
the party. Synonym combination ■ verb 1. 
to blend or to mingle things together O She 
made the cake by mixing eggs and flour. O 
Oil and water do not mix. 2. to get along with 
other people O He finds it hard to mix with 
the other staff in the office. 

© mixed /mikst/ adj made up of different 
things put together O The reaction to the pro¬ 
posal has been rather mixed - some people 
approve, but others disapprove. □ I have 
very mixed feelings about the project I like 
some things about the project but not others 
□ in mixed company when both men and 
women are together O That’s not the sort of 
joke you can tell in mixed company. 
mixed blessing /mikst 'blesirj/ noun 
something which can have advantages and 
disadvantages as well 

mixed doubles /mikst 'dAb(o)lz/ noun 
(in tennis) a doubles match where a man and 
woman play against another man and woman 
mixed grill /mikst 'gril/ noun a dish of 
different foods grilled together 
mixed-race /mikst 'reis/ adj having, com¬ 
ing from or involving different racial 
backgrounds 

mixed school /'mikst skuil/ noun a 
school for both boys and girls 
mixed-up /.mikst 'Ap/ adj confused in 
your mind 

mixer /'mikso/ noun a machine for mixing 
© mixture /'mikstjo/ noun a blend of 
things mixed together O If the mixture is too 
thick, add some more water. O His latest 
paintings are a strange mixture of shapes 
and colours. Synonym combination 
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(D mix up /,miks 'Ap/ verb 1. to think 
someone or something is someone or some¬ 
thing else O I always mix her up with her sis¬ 
ter. 2. □ to be mixed up in or with to be part 
of, involved in O He was mixed up in the 
bank scandal. O How did she get mixed up 
with those awful people? 
mix-up /'miks Ap/ noun a confusion. Syn¬ 
onym mistake 
© mm abbr millimetre 
mnemonic /ni'monik/ noun a word, sen¬ 
tence or little poem which helps you remem¬ 
ber something 

moan /moun/ noun 1. a low wailing sound 
O The rescue team could hear moans from 
under the wreckage. O When she read the 
news she gave a loud moan. 2. the act of 
complaining about various things O The staff 
are having a moan about their pay. ■ verb 1 . 
to make a low sound as if you are hurt O I 
could hear someone moaning in the bath¬ 
room. O They could hear someone moaning 
in the cellar. 2. to complain about something 
O They are moaning about working condi¬ 
tions. O Stop moaning, it will be your turn 
soon. 

moat /mout/ noun a wide ditch with water 
in it, made as a protection round a castle or 
town 

mob /mob/ noun 1. an uncontrolled crowd 
of people O Mobs of looters ran through the 
streets. O An angry mob surged towards the 
palace gates. 2. □ the mob a criminal gang 
(informal ) o New York police are trying to 
crack down on the mob’s activities. ■ verb to 
surround with a wild crowd O As the stars ar¬ 
rived they were mobbed by teenage fans. 
(NOTE: mobbing - mobbed) 

© mobile /moubail/ adj which can move □ 
she is not very mobile she can’t walk easily 
■ noun 1. a mobile phone o I’ll call him on 
his mobile. O He gave me the number of his 
mobile. 2. an artistic construction using small 
pieces of metal, card etc., which when hung 
up move in the slightest draught O They 
bought a mobile of clowns to hang over the 
baby’s cot. 

mobile home /,moubail 'houm/ noun US 
a large caravan in which people can live per¬ 
manently, which is usually based in a special 
park (NOTE: Another US term is trailer.) 
d> mobile phone /.moubail 'faun/ noun a 
small telephone which you can carry around 
mobilisation /.moubilai'zeiJXojn/, mobi¬ 
lization noun the bringing of people to¬ 
gether, especially to join the armed forces in 
wartime 

(© mobility /mou'biliti/ noun being able to 
move easily 

moccasins /'mokosinz/ plural noun soft 
leather shoes without laces 


mocha /'moko/ noun 1. a type of strong 
dark coffee 2. a coffee and chocolate flavour¬ 
ing used in baking 

mock /mDk/ adj imitation, false o Her 
handbag was made of mock crocodile skin. O 
The house is built in mock medieval style. 
Synonym fake. Antonym genuine ■ verb to 
laugh at someone or something in an unkind 
way O Don’t mock the singer - he’s doing 
the best he can. 

mockery /'mokori/ noun 1. a thing which 
is only a bad imitation, which is of no use O 
The trial was a mockety of justice. □ to make 
a mockery of something to make something 
seem useless O The exam makes a mockery of 
the government’s insistence on educational 
standards. 2. the action of laughing at some¬ 
one or something in an unkind way O He 
could see the mockery in her eyes. 
mocking /’mokir)/ adj which laughs at 
someone or something in an unkind way. 
Synonym scornful. Antonym respectful 
mock-up /'mok Ap/ noun a scale model of 
a new product for testing purposes. Synonym 
replica 

modal verb / l moud(9)l V3:b/ a verb such 
as ‘can’, which is used with another verb to 
express an idea such as possibility 
mod cons /mod 'kxmzl plural noun ( infor¬ 
mal) □ all mod cons many modem facilities 
such as central heating, a cooker, a fridge, a 
dishwasher, a telephone etc. O The flat is ad¬ 
vertised to let with all mod cons. 

<D mode /maud/ noun a way of doing 
something 

(D model /'mDd(a)l/ noun 1. a small version 
of something larger O The exhibition has a 
model of the new town hall. O He spends his 
time making model planes. 2. a person who 
wears new clothes to show them to customers 
O He used only top models to show his de¬ 
signs during the London Fashion Week. 3. a 
particular type of product produced at a par¬ 
ticular time O This is this year’s model. O He 
bought a 1979 model Mini. ■ verb 1. to make 
shapes in clay O He modelled a statue of the 
little girl. 2. to copy □ she modelled her way 
of working on that of her father she imi¬ 
tated her father’s way of working 3. to wear 
newly designed clothes to show to customers 
O She is modelling the autumn collection by 
Dior. (NOTE: modelling - modelled. The 
US spelling is modeling - modeled.) 
modelling /'mDd(a)lir)/ noun 1. the job of 
being a fashion model O With your looks you 
could take up modelling as a career. 2. the 
process of making models (NOTE: [all 
senses] The US spelling is modeling.) 

(D modem /'moudem/ noun a device which 
links a computer to the telephone lines, 
so as to send data. Full form modulator- 
demodulator 
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moderate ac///'mDd(o)rot/ not excessive o 
She had moderate success in her exams. O 
The economy has ended a period of steady 
moderate growth. O The union’s wage de¬ 
mands are really quite moderate. ■ noun 
/'mDd(o)rot/ a person whose political ideas 
are not very violent O After years of struggle 
the moderates have gained control of the 
party. ■ verb /'modoreit/ to make or be¬ 
come less strong O They moderated their de¬ 
mands. O As the wind moderated, the waves 
became smaller. □ to moderate your lan¬ 
guage to be less rude or violent in what you 
say O She asked him to moderate his lan¬ 
guage because there were children present. 
moderately /'mDd(o)rotli/ adv 1 . to a lim¬ 
ited extent O He’s not a millionaire but he’s 
been moderately successful. O I’m moder¬ 
ately satisfied with the result. 2. □ moder¬ 
ately priced not very expensive □ 
moderately difficult not very difficult 
moderation /.modo'rei^o)^ noun the 
fact of not being excessive. Synonym re¬ 
straint. Antonym excess □ in moderation 
not too much, not excessively O Red wine is 
good for you, but only in moderation. 

(D modern /'mDd(o)n/ adj referring to the 
present time O It is a fairly modern invention 
- it was patented only in the 1980s. O You ex¬ 
pect really modern offices to have automatic 
windows and air-conditioning systems. 
modern-day /'mDd(o)n dei/ adj 1. at the 
present time O Modern-day living is becom¬ 
ing more and more stressful. 2. existing now, 
but very similar to somebody or something 
that existed in the past O The army needs a 
modern-day Napoleon to lead it. O He’s a 
modern-day equivalent of a Victorian factory 
owner. 

modernisation /.modonai'zeij^n/, 
modernization noun the act of modernising. 
Synonym transformation 
modernise /'niDdonaiz/, modernize verb 
to make something up to date. Synonym 
update 

modernism /'mDd(o)niz(o)m/ noun the 
use of modem ideas and methods in art, espe¬ 
cially in the mid-twentieth century. Synonym 

innovation 

modernist / l mDd(9)nist/ noun a person 
who uses modem ideas and methods O The 
art world was divided into two groups - the 
modernists and the traditionalists. ■ adj re¬ 
ferring to modernism O He has a collection 
of 20th century modernist art. 
modernity /mo'dsmoti/ noun the quality 
or idea of being modem or up-to-date 
modern languages /,mDd(o)n 
'l£er)gwid 3 iz/ plural noun languages which 
are spoken today O She’s studying German 
and Italian in the modern languages 
department. 


modest /'modist/ adj 1. not boasting o He 
was very modest about his gold medal. 2. not 
excessively expensive O The union’s de¬ 
mands were really quite modest. O We had a 
modest meal in a local restaurant. □ a mod¬ 
est flat a flat which does not look expensive 
modestly /'mDdistli/ adv in a modest way 
modesty /'modisti/ noun 1. the quality of 
being modest O Modesty forbids me to men¬ 
tion all my other achievements. 2. the quality 
of not being excessive, being quite small o 
We think he stole some money from the petty 
cash box, but in view of the modesty of the 
sum involved, we won’t report it to the po¬ 
lice. 3. a reservation about showing parts of 
your body 

modicum /'modikom/ noun a fairly small 
amount 

<D modification /.mDdifi'kei^o)^ noun 
an alteration. Synonym change 
modifier /'mDdi.faio/ noun 1. a person or 
thing that makes slight changes to something, 
especially to improve it 2. a word or phrase 
that affects the meaning of another, usually 
describing it or restricting its meaning. ‘Pink’ 
in the phrase ‘the pink ribbon’ and ‘fire’ in 
the compound ‘fire alarm’ are modifiers, 
modify /'mDdifai/ verb 1. to change or to 
alter something to fit a different use O The 
management modified its wage proposals in 
the light of government guidelines. O The car 
will have to be modified if we want to sell it 
here. 2. (of adjectives and adverbs) to give a 
special qualification to a word O In the 
phrase ‘very tired’very’ modifies ‘tired’. 
modular /'modjulo/ adj made of various 
modules 

d> module /'modjuil/ noun a part of a 
larger thing made up of various sections O 
The science course is made up of a series of 
modules. Synonym unit 
modus operandi /.moudos Dpo'rasndi:/ 
noun a way of working. Synonym method 
modus vivendi /.moudos vi'vendi:/ 
noun an informal way of working together, 
in spite of not agreeing ( formal) 
mogul /'moug(o)l/ noun the boss of a large 
business organisation, especially a film or a 
TV company. Synonym tycoon 
mohair /'mouheo/ noun a very soft wool 
from a type of goat 

(D moist /moist/ adj slightly wet. Synonym 
damp (NOTE: moister - moistest) 
moisten /'mois(o)n/ verb to make slightly 
wet. Synonym dampen 
® moisture /'moistjo/ noun small drops of 
water in the air or on a surface. Synonym 
damp (NOTE: no plural) 
moisturise /'moistjoraiz/, moisturize 
verb to rub a cream or liquid onto your skin 
to prevent it from being dry 
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moisturiser /'moistjoraizo/, moisturizer 

noun a cream or liquid which makes the skin 
less dry 

molar /'mauls/ noun a large back tooth 
used for grinding food 

molasses /ms'laesiz/ noun a thick black 
syrup removed from sugar as it is being re¬ 
fined (NOTE: The usual British term is black 
treacle.) 

@ mole /maul/ noun 1. a small mammal 
with soft dark grey fur, which lives under the 
ground O Moles are a menace when they 
make molehills all over my lawn. 2. a small 
dark spot on the skin O She has a little mole 
on her cheek. O The doctor removed a mole 
from the back of her hand. 3. a member of an 
organisation who is in the pay of the enemy 
O They planted a mole in our secret service. 
O There’s a mole in the department who is 
leaking information to the press. 
molecular /ma'lekjula/ adj referring to 
molecules 

molecule /'mDlikjuil/ noun the smallest 
unit in a substance that can exist by itself. 
Synonym particle 

molehill /'maulhil/ noun a little heap of 
earth pushed up by a mole when digging □ to 
make a mountain out of a molehill to make 
a fuss about something which is not serious O 
Stop making mountains out of molehills, the 
situation isn’t as bad as all that. 
molest /mo'lest/ verb to attack a child or a 
woman, especially in a sexual way 
molester /mo'lesto/ noun a person who 
molests someone 

mollify /'molifai/ verb to make someone 
less annoyed or less upset. Synonym pacify. 
Antonym enrage 

mollusc /'mDlosk/ noun an animal with no 
backbone, but usually with a soft body and a 
shell, such as a snail or an oyster (NOTE: The 
US spelling is mollusk.) 
mollycoddle /'mDli,kDd(3)l/ verb to treat 
someone in an overprotective and overindul- 
gent way 

molten /'moulton/ adj which has become 
liquid with heat O molten lava 
(D mom /mom/ noun US a child’s name for 
mother ( informal ) o His mom always waits 
for him outside school. (NOTE: The British 
term is mum or mummy.) 

(D moment /'moumont/ noun 1. a very 
short time O Can you please wait a moment - 
the doctor is on the phone? O I only saw her 
for a moment. □ a moment ago just now O 
We only heard of it a moment ago. □ in a 
moment in a little while 2. □ at any moment 
very soon O I expect it to rain at any moment. 
□ at the moment now o I’m rather busy at 
the moment. □ at this moment in time at this 
particular point O At this moment in time, it is 


money 

not possible for me to answer reporters’ 
questions. □ for the moment for a little 
while O We won’t take any action for the 
moment. 

momentarily /'moumonttojroli/ adv for a 
short space of time 

momentary / l moumont(3)ri/ adj which 
only lasts for a short time. Synonym brief. 
Antonym interminable 
momentous /mou'mentos/ adj very im¬ 
portant. Antonym insignificant 
momentum /mou'mentom/ noun a for¬ 
ward movement. Synonym impetus. Ant¬ 
onym brake □ to gain momentum, to 
gather momentum to go forward faster o 
The anti-war movement is gathering momen¬ 
tum. □ to lose momentum to go more slowly 
O When a spinning top loses momentum, it 
wobbles and finally falls over. 
momma /'moms/, mommy /'momi/ noun 
US a child’s name for mother (NOTE: The 
British term is mum or mummy.) 

Mon. abbr Monday 

monarch /'monok/ noun the king or queen 
monarchy /'monoki/ noun 1 . a system of 
government with a hereditary ruler such as a 
king or queen O There’s a big debate about 
whether we should get rid of the monarchy 
and become a republic. 2. a country ruled by 
a monarch O All European countries with 
kings or queens are constitutional monar¬ 
chies. (NOTE: The plural is monarchies.) 
monastery /'mDn3st(9)ri/ noun a reli¬ 
gious establishment where monks live; the 
buildings of such a place. Compare convent 
(NOTE: The plural is monasteries.) 
monastic /mo'nasstik/ adj referring to 
monasteries or monks 

® Monday /'mAndei/ noun the first day of 
the working week, the day between Sunday 
and Tuesday O Some stores are shut on Mon¬ 
days. O She had to go to the doctor last Mon¬ 
day. O The 15th is a Sunday, so the 16th must 
be a Monday. 

<D monetary /'mAnit(o)ri/ adj referring to 
money or currency. Synonym financial 
® money /'mAni/ noun 1. coins or notes 
which are used for buying things O How 
much money have you got in the bank? O He 
doesn’t earn very much money. O We spent 
more money last week than in the previous 
month. O We ran out of money in Spain and 
had to come home early. □ to have money to 
burn to have more money than you know 
what to do with (informal) O They spent 
thousands on their house - they simply have 
money to burn. □ they offered us our money 
back they offered to refund us what we had 
already paid, t sense 2. the currency used in 
a country O I want to change my British 
pounds into Mexican money. 3. □ to make 
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money to make a profit □ to get your 
money’s worth to get value for what you pay 
□ it’s money for old rope, it’s money for 
jam it’s a profit which is easy to make (infor¬ 
mal) 

money belt /'mAni 'belt/ noun a belt with 
a purse attached, which is worn round the 
waist to prevent your money from being 
stolen 

moneybox /'mAnibDks/ noun a box that 
can be locked and in which you can keep 
money 

moneylender /'mAni.lendo/ noun a per¬ 
son who lends money as a business. Syn¬ 
onym lender 

money market /'mAni ,ma:kit/ noun a 
market for buying and selling short-term 
loans 

money order /'mAni ,o:do/ noun a docu¬ 
ment which can be used for passing money 
from one person to another through the post 
money supply /'mAni so.plai/ noun an 
amount of money which exists in circulation 
in a country 

mongrel /'mAggrol/ adj, noun a dog of 
mixed breed O They’ve bought a mongrel 
puppy. 

(D monitor /'mraiita/ noun the screen of a 
computer, or a small television screen used 
for checking what is happening O My com¬ 
puter has a colour monitor. O A bank of 
monitors allows the police to see everything 
which happens in the shopping centre. O 
Details of flight arrivals and departures are 
displayed on monitors around the airport. ■ 
verb to check or to watch over the progress 
of something O Doctors are monitoring her 
heart condition. O How do you monitor the 
performance of the sales staff? 
monk /mArjk/ noun a man who is a member 
of a religious group and lives in a monastery. 
Compare friar (NOTE: The equivalent 
women are nuns.) 

monkey /'mAgki/ noun 1. a tropical mam¬ 
mal which lives in trees and normally has a 
long tail O Monkeys ran up the trees looking 
for fruit. 2. a naughty little child ( informal ) o 
Come here, you little monkey! ■ verb (old) □ 
to monkey around with something to play 
with something O Stop monkeying around 
with that axe! 

monkey business /'mAijki ,biznos/ 
noun tricks, cheating 

monkey puzzle tree /'mArjki ,paz(3)1 
tri:/ noun a type of tropical pine tree with 
spiky branches 

monkey wrench /'mArjki rentj/ noun a 
large spanner with an adjustable grip 
monkish /'mArjkiJV adj like a monk 
mono /'monou/ prefix one only, single O 
monogamy ■ adj reproducing sound through 


monotone 

a single channel O a mono recording Com¬ 
pare stereo 

monochrome /'mDnokroum/ adj appear¬ 
ing only in black, white or grey 
monocle /'mDn9k(o)l/ noun an eye glass, a 
single lens worn to correct your sight in one 
eye 

monogamous /mo'nDgomos/ adj where a 
person has only one husband or wife 
monogamy /mo'nogami/ noun the system 
of marriage to only one person at a time. Ant¬ 
onym bigamy 

monogram /'mDnogrsem/ noun the ini¬ 
tials of a name linked together artistically 
monolingual /.mDnou'lirjgwol/ adj 1. 
speaking only one language 2. written or 
made in only one language 
monolith /'mDnoliO/ noun 1. a tall rock 
standing by itself 2. something large, un¬ 
changeable and out-of-date, especially a 
long-established organisation 
monolithic /, mons'liBik/ adj 1. built us¬ 
ing very large stones or blocks of some other 
material 2. large, uniform in character, and 
slow to change 

monologue /'monolog/ noun a long 
speech by one actor or other person alone 
(NOTE: The US spelling is monolog.) 
mononucleosis /.monounjuikli'ousis/ 
noun a condition where there is an unusual 
number of white blood cells in the body, giv¬ 
ing sore throat, swellings and fever. Also 
called glandular fever 
monopolise /mo'nopolaiz/, monopolize 
verb 1. to create a monopoly in a particular 
area of business activity O They managed to 
monopolise the market in oil. 2. to use some¬ 
thing entirely for yourself O Don’t monopo¬ 
lise the computer — let some of the others 
have a go. □ to monopolise the conversa¬ 
tion to do all the talking and not let anyone 
else speak 

monopoly /mo'nopoli/ noun a system 
where one person or company supplies all of 
a product in one area without any competi¬ 
tion (NOTE: The plural is monopolies.) 
monorail /'mDnou.rml/ noun a railway in 
which trains travel along a single rail 
monosyllabic /.monousi'lsebik/ adj 1. 
(of words) with only one syllable O monosyl¬ 
labic words such as ‘hat ’ and ‘cat ’ 2. using 
short simple words and not saying much O In 
answer to the reporters ’ questions he gave a 
series of monosyllabic replies. 
monosyllable /'monou.silobCo)!/ noun a 
word which only has one syllable. Antonym 
polysyllable 

monotone /'monotoun/ noun 1. a sound 
that stays at the same pitch without rising or 
falling 2. a series of sounds that stay at the 
same pitch without rising or falling 3. a lack 
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of variety in colour, or some other quality ■ 
adj having little or no variety in pitch or col¬ 
our, or some other quality 
monotonous /mo'nDt^jnos/ adj boring 
and never changing. Synonym routine. Ant¬ 
onym varied 

monotony /m9'nDt(o)ni/ noun a lack of 
variety, which leads to boredom 
monsoon /mon'suin/ noun 1. a season of 
wind and rain in tropical countries O At last 
the monsoon brought relief after the hot dry 
summer. 2. a wind which blows in opposite 
directions according to the season, especially 
the wind blowing north from the Indian 
Ocean in the summer O They sailed north 
with the monsoon. 

monster /'mDnsto/ noun 1. a horrible, 
strange and frightening animal O The Loch 
Ness Monster is said to be a large dinosaur 
living in the bottom of Loch Ness in Scotland. 
O She drew a picture of a green monster with 
purple horns and huge teeth. 2. a cruel or 
wicked person O Her aunt was a monster 
who used to beat her with a stick. 3. a very 
large thing O Did you see their new boat - 
it’s a monster! ■ adj very large O Look at the 
monster cabbage Dad’s grown in the garden. 
O What a monster sandwich! Synonym huge 
monstrosity /mDn'strositi/ noun a horri¬ 
ble, large, ugly thing. Synonym eyesore 
monstrous /'monstros/ adj 1. huge, ugly, 
horrible O a monstrous sea serpent 2. ex¬ 
tremely large O The students left behind a 
monstrous pile of dirty washing. 3. very 
shocking or unfair O That’s an absolutely 
monstrous accusation. 

(D month /mAn0/ noun one of the twelve 
parts that a year is divided into O December 
is the last month of the year. O What day of 
the month is it today? O There was a lot of 
hot weather last month — in fact it was 
hot all month long. O She’s taken a 
month’s holiday to visit her parents in Aus¬ 
tralia. O We haven’t had any homework for 
months. 

(D monthly /'mAn01i/ adj , adv happening 
every month O He is paying for his car by 
monthly instalments. O My monthly salary 
cheque is late. O She gets paid monthly. ■ 
noun a magazine which is published each 
month O I buy all the computer monthlies. 
(NOTE: The plural is monthlies.) 
monument /'monjumont/ noun a stone, 
building, statue, etc., erected in memory of 
someone who is dead O They put up a monu¬ 
ment to the people from the village who died 
in the war. □ the Monument a tall column 
erected in the City of London to commemo¬ 
rate the Great Fire of 1666 
monumental /.monju'mentCo)!/ adj 1. 
very large and impressive O Brahms ’ monu¬ 
mental Fourth Symphony 2. very serious O 
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He made a monumental error. 3. referring to 
a monument □ monumental mason a person 
who makes gravestones 
monumental arch /,mDnjument(3)l 
'cut// noun a stone arch built to commemo¬ 
rate something such as a victory 
monumentally /,mDnju'ment(3)li/ adv 
1 . extremely 2 . in a large, impressive style 
moo /mu:/ noun the noise made by a cow o 
I heard a moo from behind the cowshed. ■ 
verb to make a noise like a cow O The cows 
were mooing because they wanted to be 
milked. 

(D mood /mu:d/ noun 1 . a feeling in general 
O Wait until she’s in a good mood and then 
ask her. O The boss is in a terrible mood this 
morning. O Her mood changed as soon as 
she opened the letter. O A mood of gloom fell 
over the office. 2. a fit of bad temper O Don ’t 
talk to the boss - he’s in one of his moods. 
moodily /'muidili/ adv in a moody way 
moody /'muidi/ adj often in a bad temper; 
changing quickly from being in a good mood 
to a bad one. Antonym predictable (NOTE: 
moodier - moodiest) 

(D moon /mu:n/ noun a body in the sky 
which goes round the earth and shines at 
night O The first man walked on the moon in 
1969. O The moon is shining very brightly to¬ 
night. O There’s no moon because it’s 
cloudy. □ full moon the phase of the moon 
when it appears as a full circle O By the light 
of the full moon they could clearly make out 
figures moving on the hillside. □ new moon 
the beginning of a lunar phase, when the 
moon’s face is not lit by the sun and it ap¬ 
pears as only a thin crescent O The guerrillas 
waited for the new moon to make their at¬ 
tack. □ once in a blue moon very rarely ( in¬ 
formal) O We only go to the theatre once in a 
blue moon. □ to be over the moon about 
something to be very happy and excited O 
She’s over the moon about her exam results. 
O They’re absolutely over the moon with 
their first baby. 

moonbeam /'muinbiim/ noun a ray of 
light from the moon 

(D moonlight /'muinlait/ noun the light 
from the moon O We could see the path 
clearly in the moonlight. □ to do a moon¬ 
light flit to go away secretly leaving many 
unpaid bills ( informal ) o They had booked 
the hotel room for a week, but on the Thurs¬ 
day night they did a moonlight flit. ■ verb to 
do a second job, often in the evening, for 
cash not declared to the Inland Revenue, and 
separate from your regular job ( informal ) o 
He works full-time in a garage, and moon¬ 
lights as a barman in a pub in the evenings. 
O The tax people are stepping up their inves¬ 
tigations into people who moonlight. 


more 


545 


moonlighting 

moonlighting /'muinlaitirj/ noun the ac¬ 
tivity of doing a second job, usually in the 
evening, separate from your regular job (in¬ 
formal) 

moonlit /'muinlit/ adj lit by light from the 
moon 

<D moor /mua/ noun poor land covered with 
heather and grass and small shrubs O The 
horsemen galloped across the moor. O The 
Lake District is wild country, full of moors 
and forests. ■ verb to attach a boat to some¬ 
thing O The boat was moored to the river 
bank. O He rowed up to the jetty and moored 
his boat with a piece of rope. 
mooring /'muoriq/ noun 1 . a place where a 
boat, ship, or aircraft can be held still or tied 
up 2. a chain or rope used for holding still or 
tying up a boat, ship, or aircraft 3. something 
that gives a feeling of emotional or physical 
safety 

moorings /'muorigz/ plural noun 1. a 
place where a boat is held still or tied up O 
The boat had been moved to new moorings. 
2. the ropes used to attach a boat O We cast 
off our moorings and rowed out into the 
river. 

moorland /'muolond/ noun an area of land 
which is uncultivated and covered with grass 
and low shrubs such as heather 
moose /mu:s/ noun a large deer from 
North America (NOTE: The plural is moose.) 
moot /mu:t/ adj □ moot point a question 
which is open to discussion O It’s a moot 
point whether their action was justified. ■ 
verb to raise a question o The idea was first 
mooted in 1967. Synonym propose 
mop /mop/ noun a soft brush for washing 
dishes; a brush with a head made of soft 
string or foam rubber, used for washing 
floors O I’ll just pass the mop over the 
kitchen floor. □ a mop of hair long and un¬ 
tidy hair O In spite of his torn clothes and 
mop of red hair he still looked a sweet little 
boy. ■ verb 1 . to wash something with a mop 
O She was mopping the kitchen floor. 2. □ to 
mop your brow to wipe your forehead when 
you are hot and sweating O He stopped dig¬ 
ging to mop his brow with his handkerchief. 
mope /moup/ verb to sit miserably, think¬ 
ing about how bad things are 
moped /'mouped/ noun a two-wheeled cy¬ 
cle with a low-powered engine (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with the verb moped 
/'moupd/.) 

<S> mop up /.mop Ap/ verb 1. to clear up 
spilt liquid O Use a cloth to mop up the water 
on the floor. O We spent days mopping up af¬ 
ter the floods. 2. to overcome small groups of 
enemy fighters O It took our soldiers several 
days to mop up the last pockets of enemy re¬ 
sistance in the mountains. 


moraine /mo'rein/ noun gravel and earth 
canned by a glacier and deposited in a valley 
as the glacier melts 

® moral /'moral/ adj 1. referring to right 
and wrong behaviour O Judges have a moral 
obligation to be impartial. O He refused to 
join the army on moral grounds. 2. referring 
to good behaviour o She’s a very moral per¬ 
son. ■ noun a lesson which you can find in a 
story O There must be a moral in this some¬ 
where. O The moral of the story is that if you 
always tell lies, no one will believe you when 
you tell the truth. 

(§> morale /mo'rail/ noun a confident 
feeling 

moral guidance /.mmol gaid(o)ns/ 
noun advice as to what is right or wrong 
behaviour 

moralise /'morolaiz/, moralize verb to 
draw a lesson from a story or event 
moralistic /.mDro'listik/ adj attempting or 
intending to teach people the difference be¬ 
tween right and wrong 

morality /mo'rasliti/ noun a sense of moral 
standards (NOTE: no plural) 
morally /'mDroli/ adv according to the 
principles of correct human behaviour 
morals /‘morolz/ plural noun the way of 
behaving of society as a whole or of each 
individual 

moral support /.moral sa'poit/ noun en¬ 
couragement and support intended to give 
someone more confidence 
morass /mo'raes/ noun 1 . an area which is 
very muddy, marshy or swampy O Heavy 
rain had turned the playing field into a mo¬ 
rass. O The vehicle was sinking deeper and 
deeper into the morass. 2 . problems or diffi¬ 
culties which prevent any progress O We 
were caught up in a morass of paperwork. 
moratorium /.mora'toiriam/ noun a tem¬ 
porary stop, such as to repayments of money 
owed (NOTE: The plural is moratoriums or 
moratoria.) 

morbid /'moibid/ adj 1 . showing an un¬ 
healthy interest in death or unpleasant things 
O Even as a little boy he showed a morbid 
curiosity in skeletons. O All this talk about 
death and decomposition seems distinctly 
morbid to me. 2. diseased, referring to dis¬ 
ease O The X rays showed a morbid condi¬ 
tion of the kidneys. 

morbidly /'moibidli/ adv in a gloomy, 
morbid way 

(D more /mo:/ adj extra, which is added o 
Do you want any more tea? O There are 
many more trains on weekdays than on Sun¬ 
days. Synonym additional. Antonym less ■ 
pron an extra thing or amount o Is there any 
more of that soup? O £300 for that suit — 
that’s more than I can afford! O We’ve only 


more and more 

got nine men, we need two more to make a 
football team. ■ adv 1. used with adjectives 
to make the comparative O The dog was 
more frightened than I was. O She is much 
more intelligent than her sister. O The dinner 
was even more unpleasant than I had thought 
it would be. 2. □ not...any more no longer O 
She doesn’t write to me any more. O We 
don’t go to France on holiday any more. 
more and more /,mo:r on 'mo:/ phrase 
1. in greater numbers O More and more peo¬ 
ple are reading the magazine. 2. increasingly 
O Their calls for help were getting more and 
more desperate. 

moreish /'moirij/ adj which makes you 
want to eat more ( informal) 

(D moreover /moir'ouvo/ adv in addition. 
Synonym furthermore 
morgue /mo:g/ noun a building where 
dead bodies are kept before being buried. 
Synonym mortuary 

moribund /'monbAnd/ adj ineffective and 
likely to come to an end soon ( formal) 

® morning /'moinig/ noun 1. the first part 
of the day, before 12 o’clock O Every morn¬ 
ing he took his briefcase and went to the of¬ 
fice. O Tomorrow morning we will be 
meeting our Japanese agents. O Have you 
read the morning paper? O If we want to be 
in Paris for lunch you have to get the early 
morning train. □ in the morning tomorrow 
morning O I’ll see you in the morning. 2. □ 
four, five, six, etc., in the morning at 04.00, 
05.00, 06.00 etc. ( showing times) o I woke 
up at six in the morning. 
morning dress /'moimr) dres/, morning 
suit /'moinir) suit/ noun clothes for men 
consisting of a black tail coat, light grey 
waistcoat and striped black and grey trousers, 
worn by men at weddings 
morning sickness /'moinir) .siknos/ 
noun a feeling of wanting to be sick, felt by 
pregnant women in the mornings 
Morocco /mo'rokou/ noun a country in 
North Africa (NOTE: capital: Rabat; people: 
Moroccans; language: Arabic; currency: 
dirham) 

moron /'moiron/ noun an extremely insult¬ 
ing name for a very stupid person ( insult ) 
moronic /mo'romk/ adj very stupid ( insult ) 
morose /mo'rous/ adj miserable and 
bad-tempered. Antonym cheery 
morphine /'moifiin/ noun a drug made 
from opium, used to relieve pain 
morris dance /'mens da:ns/ noun an old 
English dance, danced by men in white 
clothes with bells on their legs 
morsel /'mo:s(o)l/ noun a small piece, par¬ 
ticularly of food. Antonym chunk 
mortal /'mo:t(o)l/ adj 1. which causes 
death O He suffered a mortal blow in the 


mosquito 

fight. 2. referring to death □ we are all mor¬ 
tal we are all going to die eventually 3. very 
great O He has a mortal fear of flying. ■ 
noun □ an ordinary mortal an ordinary hu¬ 
man being O Olympic athletes can run at 
speeds which we ordinary mortals have no 
chance of reaching. 

mortal enemy / l mo:t(o)l 'enomi/ noun an 
enemy who wants to kill you 
<D mortality /moi'tseliti/ noun the state of 
being a human, and knowing that all human 
beings must die O Having a heart attack 
makes you acutely aware of your own 
mortality. 

mortality rate /moi'taeloti reit/ noun the 
number of deaths as a percentage of the total 
population 

mortally /'mo:t(o)li/ adv 1 . ending in death 
O He was mortally wounded in battle. 2. 
very, extremely O He’s mortally afraid of 
catching a disease when travelling. 
mortal remains /,mo:t(9)l ri'meinz/ plu¬ 
ral noun a corpse 

mortar /'moito/ noun 1. a cement mixture 
for holding together the bricks or stones used 
in building O The wall needs rebuilding - 
you can see how the mortar is crumbling 
away. O After the wall was built they pointed 
it with grey mortar. 2. a bowl for crushing 
things with a pestle O Crush the seeds with a 
mortar and pestle. 

(D mortgage /'mo:gid3/ noun 1. an agree¬ 
ment by which someone lends money on the 
security of a property O He took out a mort¬ 
gage on the house. O She bought a house 
with a £200,000 mortgage. 2. money lent on 
the security of a property O She is behind 
with her mortgage repayments. ■ verb to 
give a property as security for a loan O He 
mortgaged his house to set up his business. O 
Because his house was already mortgaged, 
he had to take out a second mortgage to pay 
for his car. 

mortified /'moitifaid/ adj 1. feeling ex¬ 
treme embarrassment or shame 2. emotion¬ 
ally hurt and upset 

mortify /'moitifai/ verb to humiliate 
someone 

mortuary /'moitjuori/ noun a place where 
dead bodies are kept before burial. Synonym 
morgue (NOTE: The plural is mortuaries.) 
mosaic /mou'zenk/ noun a picture made 
of tiny pieces of coloured stone, glass, etc., 
stuck to a wall or floor, etc. Synonym 
medley 

(D Moslem /'mozlom/i) Muslim 
® mosque /mDsk/ noun a building where 
Muslims meet for prayer 
(D mosquito /hid' skirt ou/ noun a small 
flying insect which sucks blood and gives an 
irritating bite 
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mosquito net 

mosquito net /mD'skiitou net/ noun a 
thin net spread over a bed to prevent mosqui¬ 
toes from biting at night 
moss /mos/ noun a small green plant like 
fur, growing in compact low clumps in damp 
places on the ground or on stones (NOTE: The 
plural is mosses.) 

<D most /moust/ adj the largest number of o 
Most people go on holiday in the summer. O 
He spends most evenings watching TV. O 
Most apples are sweet. ■ pron a very large 
number or amount O Most of the work was 
done by my wife. O She spent most of the eve¬ 
ning on the phone to her sister. O It rained 
for most of our holiday. O Most of the chil¬ 
dren in the group can ride bikes. □ to make 
the most of something to get as much profit 
or value from something as possible O You 
should make the most of the warm weather 
before the snows come. □ at the most no 
more than O There were twenty people at the 
most in the theatre. ■ adv 1. making the su¬ 
perlative O She’s the most intelligent child in 
the class. O The most important thing if you 
are a sales representative is to be able to 
drive a car. 2. very O I find it most frustrat¬ 
ing that the train service is so slow. O Most 
probably the plane will be held up by the fog. 
O Thank you, you are most kind. (NOTE: 
Most is used to form the superlative of ad¬ 
jectives which do not take the ending -est.) 
<D mostly /'moustli/ adv 1. usually, most 
often O We sometimes go to France for our 
holidays, but we mostly stay in Britain. 2. al¬ 
most all O The staff are mostly women of 
about twenty. 

MOT /,em ou 'ti:/ noun 1. in the United 
Kingdom, an annual test to check that a car 
or other vehicle is safe on the roads 2. an of¬ 
ficial document saying that a vehicle that has 
passed an MOT ■ verb to do an MOT on a 
vehicle 

motel /mou'tel/ noun a hotel for car drivers 
which is near a main road and where there 
are plenty of parking spaces 
moth /moO/ noun an insect with large wings 
that fold flat covering its back when it is not 
flying and which flies mainly at night 
motheaten /'mD0i:t(o)n/ adj full of holes 
made by moths; old and decrepit 
CD mother /'mAdo/ noun 1. a woman who 
has children O He’s twenty-two but still lives 
with his mother. O Her mother’s a dentist. O 
Mother! there’s someone asking for you on 
the telephone! 2. □ shall I be mother? shall I 
pour the tea? ( informal ) o John, will you be 
mother? ■ verb to look after someone or 
something very carefully O The new recruits 
will have to be mothered along until they get 
some experience. 

motherboard /'mAdoboid/ noun the main 
circuit board in a computer 


motherhood /'mAdohud/ noun the state 
of being a mother. Synonym maternity 
mother-in-law /'mAdor in loi/ noun the 
mother of your wife or husband 
motherland /'mAdokend/ noun the coun¬ 
try of your ancestors, especially a country 
from which colonists have emigrated. Com¬ 
pare fatherland 

motherly /'mAdoli/ adj maternal, like a 
mother 

Mother Nature /.mAdo 'neitjo/ noun the 
forces of nature 

mother-of-pearl /.mAdor ov 'p3il/ noun 
a shiny substance found on the inside of oys¬ 
ter shells 

Mother’s Day /'mAdoz dei/ noun a day in 
the spring when mothers get presents or cards 
or flowers from their children. Also called 

Mothering Sunday 

mother tongue /Wdo tAr)/ noun the 
language which you spoke when you were a 
little child 

d> motif /mou'tiif/ noun a particular pattern 
which is repeated in a design or in a piece of 
music 

<D motion /'mouf(o)n/ noun 1. the act of 
moving O The motion of the ship made him 
feel ill. □ in motion moving O Do not try to 
get on or off while the train is in motion. O 
Now that we have planning permission for 
the new sports hall, we can set things in mo¬ 
tion to get the foundations laid. 2 . a move¬ 
ment of part of the body o A slight motion of 
his head indicated to the auctioneer that he 
was making a bid. O She made a motion as if 
to get up, but in the end stayed in her seat. 3. 
□ to go through the motions to do some¬ 
thing for the sake of appearances without be¬ 
lieving in it O He's lost all interest in his job 
- he's just going through the motions. 4. a 
proposal which is to be put to the vote at a 
meeting O The motion was carried by 220 
votes to 196. □ to second a motion to sup¬ 
port the person who proposed the motion □ 
to table a motion to put forward a proposal 
for discussion by putting details of it on the 
table at a meeting ■ verb to make a move¬ 
ment with your hands which means some¬ 
thing O He motioned us to our chairs. O She 
motioned to me to open the window. Syn¬ 
onym signal 

motionless /'m3uJ(o)n(3)l3s/ adj not 
moving. Synonym stationary 
motion picture /,mouJ(o)n 'piktjo/ noun 
US a cinema film 

motions /'mou[(o)nz/ plural noun solid 
waste matter passed out of the body 
motivate /'moutiveit/ verb to encourage 
someone to do something 
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motivated /'mouti.veitid/ adj having 
enough interest or detennination to do 
something 

motivation /.mouti'veiJXojn/ noun en¬ 
couragement or determination to do 
something 

motive /'moutiv/ noun a reason for doing 
something O The police are trying to find a 
motive for the murder. Antonym deterrent 
motley /'mDtli/ adj of varied types or 
colours. Synonym assorted. Antonym 
uniform 

(D motor /'mouto/ noun 1 . the part of a ma¬ 
chine which makes it work O The model 
plane has a tiny electric motor. 2. a car ■ 
verb to travel in a car ( formal or dated) o We 
motored down to Brighton. 
motorbike /'moutobaik/ noun a motorcy¬ 
cle, a two-wheeled cycle driven by a motor 
motorboat /'moutobout/ noun a boat 
driven by a motor 

motorcade /'moutokeid/ noun US an of¬ 
ficial procession of cars. Synonym convoy 
motorcar /'moutoka:/ noun same as car 
(formal or dated) 

motorcycle /'mout9saik(3)l/ noun a 
two-wheeled cycle driven by a motor 
motorcyclist /'moutosaiklist/ noun a 
person who rides a motorcycle 
motoring /'moutorir)/ (dated) noun the 
driving of a car O The costs of motoring or 
motoring costs seem to increase year by 
year. □ school of motoring a driving school 
O The costs of motoring or motoring costs 
seem to increase year by year. ■ adj referring 
to driving of cars O The motoring organisa¬ 
tions are asking the government for a reduc¬ 
tion in tax. O He was convicted of a motoring 
offence. 

motorised /'moutoraizd/, motorized adj 

driven by, or working with the help of a 
motor 

(D motorist /'moutorist/ noun a person 
who drives a car. Synonym driver. Antonym 
passenger 

motor neurone disease /.mouto 
'njuoroun di.ziiz/ noun an illness that af¬ 
fects the motor neuons, gradually affecting 
all the body’s physical functions 
motor racing /.mouto 'reisig/ noun the 
sport of racing fast cars 
motor scooter /'mouto .skuito/ noun 
same as scooter 

motor vehicle /.mouto 'vi:ik(o)l/ noun 
any road vehicle that works by means of an 
engine 

(D motorway /'moutowei/ noun a fast road 
with several lanes and very few junctions, on 
which traffic can travel at high speeds (NOTE: 

The US term is expressway or freeway.) 


mount 

mottled /'motId/ adj marked with an un¬ 
even pattern of different colours 
motto /'motou/ noun 1 . a short phrase 
which is used to sum up an attitude O ‘Be 
Prepared’ is the motto of the Scouts. 2. a 
piece of paper inside a Christmas cracker, 
with an amusing phrase or bad joke written 
on it O Every cracker contains a toy, a paper 
hat and a motto. (NOTE: The plural is mot¬ 
toes.) 

© mould /mould/ noun 1. a type of soft 
earth 2. a hollow shape into which a liquid is 
poured, so that when the liquid becomes hard 
it takes that shape O Gold bars are made by 
pouring molten gold into moulds. 3. a grey 
fungus which looks like powder O Throw 
that bread away - it’s got mould on it. ■ verb 
to shape something O She moulded a little 
dog out of clay. (NOTE: [all senses] The US 
spelling is mold.) 

moulding /'mouldig/ noun a thing which 
has been moulded, especially plaster decora¬ 
tions on the ceiling of a room (NOTE: The US 
spelling is molding.) 

mouldy /'mouldi/ adj covered with mould 
(NOTE: The US spelling is moldy.) 
moult /moult/ verb to lose feathers or hair 
at a certain period of the year (NOTE: The US 
spelling is molt.) 

mound /maund/ noun 1 . a small hill O 
They built a mound of stones to mark the far¬ 
thest point they reached. O The castle is built 
on top of a mound. O Stonehenge is sur¬ 
rounded by burial mounds. 2. a heap of 
things O There’s a mound of letters waiting 
to be signed. □ mounds of a large quantity of 
something ( informal ) o There’s mounds of 
washing to be done. 

mount /maunt/ noun 1 . a frame for a pic¬ 
ture O He stuck the photograph into a mount 
and put it on his desk. 2. a horse, etc., on 
which a rider sits O He tried to make his 
mount jump the fence. 3. ( usually in names) 
a mountain O Mount Kilimanjaro O Mount St 
Helens ■ verb 1. to climb on to something; to 
climb up something O They mounted their 
horses and rode off. O He mounted the stairs 
two at a time. O The car turned, mounted the 
pavement, and hit a wall. 2 . to increase O 
Tension is mounting as the time for the foot¬ 
ball final approaches. 3. □ to mount guard 
over something to stand on guard to protect 
something O Soldiers are mounting guard 
over the parliament building to prevent at¬ 
tacks. O There were ten security men mount¬ 
ing guard over the president as he went for a 
walk in the town. 4. to set something in a 
frame or in a metal holder, etc. O Mount the 
photograph in a black frame. O The dia¬ 
monds were mounted in silver. 5. to organise 
something O The unions are mounting a 
campaign to get the government to back 
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down. O Our forces mounted a surprise at¬ 
tack on the enemy. O The British Museum is 
mounting an exhibition of drawings. O The 
coup was mounted by exiles living across the 
border. 

<D mountain /'mauntin/ noun 1 . a very 
high piece of land, rising much higher 
than the land which surrounds it O Ever¬ 
est is the highest mountain in the world. O 
Every weekend we go climbing in the 
Scottish mountains. O How far is it to the top 
of the mountain? 2. a large amount O There 
is a mountain of letters on the manager’s 
desk. 

mountain bike /'mauntin baik/ noun a 
strong bike with thick tyres, used for country 
cycling 

mountaineer /.maunti'nio/ noun a person 
who climbs mountains as a sport. Synonym 

climber 

mountaineering /.maunti'morir)/ noun 
the sport of climbing mountains 
mountain lion /'mauntin .laion/ noun a 
large brown wild cat of North and South 
America. Also called cougar, puma 
mountainous /'mauntinos/ adj 1 . with 
many high mountains O It is a mountainous 
region, and very difficult for tanks and artil¬ 
lery. O Parts of Scotland are very mountain¬ 
ous. 2. very high O Mountainous waves 
crashed over the ship. 

mountain rescue /.mauntin 'reskju:/ 
noun a service which provides experienced 
climbers to help people in difficulties on 
mountains 

mountainside /'mauntinsaid/ noun the 
side of a mountain 

mounted /'mauntid/ adj riding on horse¬ 
back □ mounted police policemen on horses 
O Mounted police were on hand to keep the 
crowds under control. 

(D mounting /'mauntir)/ adj increasing. 
Synonym rising 

<S> mount up /.maunt 'Ap/ verb to increase 
mourn /mom/ verb to feel very sad about 
someone or something. Synonym grieve. 
Antonym rejoice 

mourner /'moino/ noun a person who 
mourns someone who has died 
mournful /'mo:nf(o)l/ adj very sad. Ant¬ 
onym cheerful 

mourning /'moimr)/ noun 1 . a period of 
time when you grieve over the death of a per¬ 
son O The official period of mourning for the 
dead president was one week. 2. dark clothes 
worn as a mark of respect for someone who 
has died O Only the close family members 
wore mourning to the funeral. (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with morning.) 

<D mouse /maus/ noun 1 . a small animal 
with a long tail, often living in holes in the 
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walls of houses O I saw a mouse sitting in the 
middle of the kitchen floor. O Our cat is good 
at catching mice. (NOTE: The plural is mice 
/mais/.) 2. a device which is held in the hand 
and moved across a flat surface, used to con¬ 
trol a cursor on a computer monitor O You 
can cut, paste and copy using the mouse. O 
Using the mouse, move the cursor to the start 
button and click twice. O Click twice on the 
mouse to start the program. 
mouse mat /maus mast/, mouse pad 
/maus pasd/ noun a soft plastic mat on which 
you move a mouse around 
mousetrap /'maustrasp/ noun a device for 
catching and killing mice 
mousse /muis/ noun a light food made of 
whipped eggs, cream and flavouring 
moustache /mo'stcuJV noun the hair 
grown on the upper lip (NOTE: The US spell¬ 
ing is mustache.) 

(D mouth noun /mauO/ 1. the opening in 
your face through which you take in food and 
drink, and which has your teeth and tongue 
inside O It’s not polite to talk with your 
mouth full. O He snored because he slept 
with his mouth open. O The cat was carrying 
a mouse in its mouth. □ to make your mouth 
water to look so good that your mouth fills 
with saliva because you want to eat it or own 
it O Those cakes make my mouth water. O 
His new car made her mouth water. 2. a wide 
or round entrance O The mouth of the cave is 
hidden by bushes. O The train came out of the 
mouth of the tunnel. O New York is built on 
the mouth of the Hudson river. (NOTE: The 
plural is mouths /maudz/.) ■ verb /maud/ 
to speak without making any sound O I could 
see her mouthing something on the other side 
of the window. 

mouthful /'mauGful/ noun 1. an amount 
which you can hold in your mouth O He took 
a mouthful of meat and chewed hard. O The 
baby took a mouthful and immediately spat it 
out. O She dived into the waves and got a 
mouthful of salt water. 2. a complicated word 
or phrase O I’ll spell the name of the Welsh 
village for you - it’s a bit of a mouthful. 
mouth-organ /'mau0 .oigon/ noun a 
small musical instrument which you play by 
blowing and moving across your mouth to 
get different notes. Also called harmonica 
mouthpiece /'mauGpiis/ noun 1. a part of 
a musical instrument which goes into the 
mouth O There is a reed attached to the 
mouthpiece of a clarinet. 2. the part of a tele¬ 
phone that you speak into O He put his hand 
over the mouthpiece so she couldn’t hear 
what he was saying. 3. a person who speaks 
on behalf of someone, especially a political 
party O She acts as the mouthpiece for the 
party. 
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mouthwash /'mauGwoJ/ noun an antisep¬ 
tic solution used to treat infection in the 
mouth or bad breath. Synonym gargle 
mouth-watering /'mauG .woitorir)/ adj 
which looks and smells so delicious that it 
makes your mouth water 
movable /'mu:v3b(9)l/ adj 1. able to be 
moved 2. (of an event ) happening on a dif¬ 
ferent date each year 

(D move /muiv/ noun 1. a change from one 
place to another O The police were watching 
every move he made. □ it’s time to make a 
move we must leave □ on the move moving 
O After I’ve been on the move all day I just 
want to get home and go to bed. □ get a 
move on! hurry up! 2. an action done to 
achieve something O It was a clever move to 
get here early before the crowds arrive. □ 
what’s the next move? what do we have to 
do next? □ who will make the first move? 
who will act first? 3. a change of house or of¬ 
fice O Luckily, nothing got broken during our 
move. 4. changing the place of a piece in 
chess, etc. O It’s your move - I’ve just moved 
my queen. ■ verb 1. to change the place of 
something O Move the chairs to the side of 
the room. O Who’s moved my drink? O He 
moved his hand to show he had heard. 2. to 
change your position O Some animal was 
moving about outside the tent. O The only 
thing moving was the tip of the cat’s tail. □ 
don’t move! stand still 3. to leave your 
house, flat or office to go to another O He got 
a new job and they had to move. O They did- 
n’t like living in the country, so they moved 
back to London. O The company is moving 
office, from London Road to the centre of 
town. 4. to propose formally that a motion be 
accepted by a meeting O I move that the 
meeting should adjourn for ten minutes. 5. to 
make someone feel sad o The sound of the 
bagpipes moved her to tears. O We were all 
deeply moved by the ceremony. 
d> move away / t mu:v o'wei/ verb to 
change place to somewhere further away □ 
we’re moving away from Oxford we are 
going to live in another town away from 
Oxford 

d> move in /,mu:v 'in/ verb 1. to put your 
possessions into a new house and start to live 
there O They only moved in last week. O They 
got married and moved in with her parents. 
2. to come together as a group O The lions 
moved in for the kill. O When everything is 
ready the police will move in on the gang. 

(D movement /'muivmont/ noun 1. mov¬ 
ing, not being still O There was hardly any 
movement in the trees. O All you could see 
was a slight movement of the tiger’s tail. 2. a 
mechanism O a clock movement 3. a group of 
people who are working towards the same 
aims O the movement for equal pay for 


women O He’s a leading figure in the green 
movement. O She led the movement for the 
reunification of the country. 4. one of the 
sections of a symphony O They played the 
slow movement a little too fast. 

(D move off /,mu:v 'of/ verb to start 
moving 

(D move on /,mu:v 'Dn/ verb 1. to go for¬ 
ward O We stopped for a quick visit to the ca¬ 
thedral and then moved on to the next town. 
2. to make people move O The police moved 
the crowd on. 3. to deal with the next item O 
We will now move on to item 10 on the 
agenda. 

(D movie /'mu:vi/ noun especially US a 
cinema film O We watch a movie most 
weekends. 

movies /'mu:viz/ plural noun especially 
US the cinema O We go to the movies most 
weekends. 

movie star /'mu:vi sta:/ noun especially 
US a very successful film actor. Synonym 

film star 

movie theater /'mu:vi ,0i3to/ noun espe¬ 
cially US a building where films are shown 
(D moving /'mu:vir)/ adj 1. which is chang¬ 
ing position O Make sure all the moving 
parts are clean. 2. which makes you feel sad 
O a moving ceremony O The funeral was very 
moving. 

mow /mou/ verb to cut grass, hay, etc. 

(NOTE: mowing - mowed - has mown 

/maun/) 

mow down /.mau 'daun/ verb to kill 
mower /'mouo/ noun a machine which cuts 
grass. Synonym lawn mower 
(J) MP abbr member of parliament (NOTE: 
The plural is MPs.) 

MP3 /,em pi: '0ri:/ noun 1. a computer file 
standard which you can use to get and play 
music from the Internet 2. a file which con¬ 
tains music in MP3 format 
mpg abbr miles per gallon 
mph abbr miles per hour 
MPV /,em pi: ' vi:/ noun a car similar to a 
van, which usually has three rows of seats 
(J) Mr /'misto/ noun the title given to a man 
O Mr Jones is our new sales manager. O 
Here are Mr and Mrs Smith. O (at the begin¬ 
ning of a letter) Dear Mr Smith, . (NOTE: 
used before a surname, sometimes with 
both the Christian name and surname) 

MRI abbr magnetic resonance imaging 
Mr Right /.mists 'rait/ noun the man who 
would be the right man to be someone’s hus¬ 
band ( informal ) O She’s still waiting for Mr 
Right to come along. 

(D Mrs /'misiz/ noun the title given to a mar¬ 
ried woman O Mrs Jones is our manager. O 
(at the beginning of a letter) Dear Mrs Jones, 


Ms 

(NOTE: used before a surname, sometimes 
with both the Christian name and surname) 
® Ms /moz, miz/ noun (at the beginning of 
a letter) a way of referring to a woman with¬ 
out saying whether or not she is married 
(NOTE: Ms is used with a surname, some¬ 
times with both the Christian name and sur¬ 
name.) 

MS abbr manuscript (NOTE: The plural is 

MSS.) 

MSc abbr master of science 
Mt abbr mount o Mt St Helens 
MTV/ ,em ti: 1 vi:/ trademark a trademark 
for a satellite and cable television company 
that broadcasts pop music videos and news 
about the pop music business 
d) much /mAtJV adj a lot of O with much 
love from Aunt Mary O How much sugar do 
you need? O I never take much money with 
me when I go on holiday. O She eats too 
much meat. □ as much as the same quantity 
of something as O You haven’t eaten as much 
fruit as she has. □ twice as much two times 
the quantity O He spends twice as much 
money as I do. ■ adv very; a lot O He’s feel¬ 
ing much better today. O It’s much less cold 
in the south of the country. O Does it matter 
very much? O Much as I like her, I don’t 
want to share an office with her. □ as much 
as the same amount as O You haven’t eaten 
as much as she has. □ much to my surprise 
to my great surprise ■ pron a lot O He didn’t 
write much in his exam. O Much of the work 
has already been done. □ do you see much 
of him? do you see him often? 
much-loved /.mAtJ 'Lwd/ adj which 
someone or everyone loves very much 
much-maligned /mAtJ .mo'lainid/ adj 
frequently criticised O Their much-maligned 
extra rapid service is not as bad as all that. 
muck /mAk/ noun farmyard manure 
muck about /,mAk o'baut/, muck 
around /,mAk o'raund/ verb to behave in a 
silly way, not carefully □ to muck about 
with something to play with something (in¬ 
formal) O He loved mucking about with 
chemicals until he caused a small explosion 
in the garden shed. 

muck in /.rriAk 'in/ verb to do work to¬ 
gether ( informal ) 

muck out /,mAk 'aut/ verb to clean ma¬ 
nure and old straw from a stable 
muck up /,mAk 'Ap/ verb to ruin some¬ 
thing ( informal ) 

mucky /'mAki/ adj very dirty ( informal) 
(NOTE: muckier - muckiest) 

mucous /'mjuikos/ adj referring to mucus, 
covered in mucus 

mucus /'mjuikos/ noun a slippery liquid 
secreted by mucous membranes inside the 
body, which protects the membranes. Syn¬ 


mugger 

onym slime (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

mucous.) 

(D mud lm\dl noun very wet earth 
muddle /'mAd(o)l/ noun a confused mess o 
The papers were lying all over the floor in a 
muddle. O She tried to put up the tent on her 
own but she got into a muddle. O There was 
some muddle over the tickets. Synonym dis¬ 
order ■ verb to confuse, to mix up o Don’t 
muddle the papers up - I’ve just put them in 
order. O Granny often muddles up our 
names. O I always muddle him with his 
brother - they are very alike. 
muddled /'mAd(9)ld/ adj confused, not 
clear and not well organised 
muddle through /.mAdCo)! '0ru:/ verb to 
get through your work, to succeed in a con¬ 
fused way 

(D muddy /'mAdi/ adj full of mud; covered 
with mud (NOTE: muddier - muddiest) 
mudflap /'mAdfkep/ noun a flap hanging 
behind the wheel of a car to protect the body¬ 
work from damage by dirt or stones 
mudguard /'mAdgaid/ noun a strip of 
metal over the wheel on a bicycle to stop wa¬ 
ter or dirt from splashing (NOTE: The US 
term is fender.) 

muesli /'mjuizli/ noun a breakfast food of 
flakes of cereal, dried fruit, etc., eaten with 
milk 

muffin /'mAfin/ noun a small round cake 
eaten warm with butter 
muffle /'mAf(9)l/ verb 1 . to wrap someone 
up in cloth for warmth O She muffled herself 
in a big woollen shawl. 2. to make a loud 
noise quieter O She wrapped a cloth around 
the hammer to muffle the sound of the blows. 
muffled /'mAf(9)ld/ adj not as loud or clear 
as usual because the sound has been made 
quieter 

muffler /'mAflo/ noun US apparatus to stop 
the noise of the exhaust of a car O The car is 
very noisy and needs a new muffler. (NOTE: 
The British term is silencer.) 

(D mug /mAg/ noun 1. a large china cup 
with a handle O She passed round mugs. 2. 
the contents of a mug O He drank a mug of 
cocoa. 3. a stupid person, person who is eas¬ 
ily taken in O Some poor mugs actually lent 
him money. 4. a face (slang) ■ verb 1 . to at¬ 
tack and rob someone in the street O She was 
mugged as she was looking for her car keys. 
O She’s afraid of going out at night for fear 
of being mugged. O The gang specialises in 
mugging tourists. 2. □ to mug up on to study 
something very hard at the last minute (infor¬ 
mal) O I’m mugging up on my maths - the 
exam’s tomorrow morning. 
d) mugger /'mAgo/ noun a person who at¬ 
tacks and robs someone in the street. Syn¬ 
onym robber 
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mugging /'mAgir)/ noun a robbery with vi¬ 
olence in the street 

muggy /'mAgi/ adj (of weather) warm and 
wet. Synonym humid 

mug shot /'mAg Jot/ noun a photograph 
of someone’s face 

mule /mjuil/ noun 1. a cross between a 
donkey and a horse O He entered the town 
riding on a mule. □ as stubborn as a mule 
very obstinate O I can’t get her to agree - 
she’s as stubborn as a mule. 2. a light shoe 
with no back part at the heel 
mullah /'itiaIo/ noun a title of respect for a 
learned Muslim man 

mull over /.iiiaI 'ouvo/ verb to think about 
or consider something. Synonym ponder 
multi- /mAlti/ prefix many 
multicoloured /.niAlti'kAbd/ adj with 
many colours (NOTE: The US spelling is 
multicolored.) 

multicultural /.mAlti'kAitJorol/ adj refer¬ 
ring to several cultures together. Synonym 

diverse 

multigym /'mAlti,d3im/ noun a piece of 
exercise equipment with a range of weights 
multilateral /.mAlti'laet^jrol/ adj between 
several people or groups 
multimedia /'mAlti.mhdio/ noun a means 
of communication using several different 
media, such as sound, moving images, com¬ 
puter screens, etc. O The company gave a 
multimedia presentation to show off its new 
product range. O The pop concert was a 
spectacular multimedia event. 
multimillionaire /.mAltimiljo'neo/ noun 
a person who has several million pounds or 
dollars 

multinational /.mAlti'nceJOjnol/ adj re¬ 
ferring to several different countries O The 
UN sent a multinational peacekeeping force 
with troops from several countries. Synonym 
international. Antonym national ■ noun a 
company which operates in several different 
countries O Our business has been bought by 
one of the big multinationals. Synonym 
conglomerate 

(D multiple /'mAltip(o)l/ adj involving 
many people or things O She was taken to 
hospital suffering from multiple injuries. 
Antonym few ■ noun 1. a number which 
contains another number several times ex¬ 
actly O Nine is a multiple of three. 2. one of 
several repeated groups of the same number 
of something □ sold in multiples of five you 
can buy five, ten, fifteen, etc. O Premium 
Bonds are available in multiples of £100. 
multiple birth /,mAltip(»l 'b3:0/ noun a 
birth of more than one baby at the same time 
i.e. twins, triplets, etc. 

multiple-choice /'mAltip(»l tjois/ adj 
(of an exam question) in which the task is to 


mummy 

choose the correct answer from a list of usu¬ 
ally 4 possible answers, marked A, B, C and 
D 

multiple sclerosis /,mAltip(o)l sklo- 
'rousis/ noun a disease of the central nervous 
system which gets gradually worse, causing 
numbness in the limbs, progressive weakness 
and loss of movement 

multiplex /'mAltipleks/ noun 1. a large 
cinema building containing several separate 
projection rooms 2. the sending of several 
different signals along one communications 
line ■ verb to send signals by multiplex 
multiplication /.niAltipli'keiJXojri/ noun 
the action of multiplying 
multiplicity /.mAlti'plissti/ noun a large 
variety of things 

(D multiply /'mAltiplai/ verb 1. to calculate 
the result when several numbers are added 
together a certain number of times O Square 
measurements are calculated by multiplying 
length by width. O Ten multiplied by five 
gives fifty’. 2. to grow fast O Insect pests mul¬ 
tiply very rapidly. (NOTE: Multiply is usually 
shown by the multiplication sign x : 10x4 = 
40: say ‘ten multiplied by four equals forty’ 
or ‘ten times four is forty’.) 
multi-purpose /,mAlti 'p3ipos/ adj hav¬ 
ing several different uses 
multiracial /,mAlti'reiJ(3)l/ adj referring 
to various races 

multi-Storey /,mAlti'sto:ri/ adj with sev¬ 
eral storeys (NOTE: The US spelling is 

multi-story.) 

multitasking /'mAlti.taiskir)/ noun the 
activity of doing two or more jobs at the 
same time 

multitude /'mAltitjuid/ noun 1. a very 
large number 2. a crowd of people O He 
stood up to address the assembled multitude. 
(D mum /mAm/ 1 ) mummy 
mumble /'mAmbol/ noun a way of speak¬ 
ing which is difficult to understand because it 
is not clear O Speaking in a mumble, he 
thanked everyone for being at the party. ■ 
verb to speak in a low voice which is not 
clear O He mumbled an excuse and left the 
room. O She mumbled something about the 
telephone and went to the back of the shop. 
Synonym mutter 

mumbo-jumbo /.mAmbou 'd3Ambou/ 
noun 1 . complicated and confusing language 
that is difficult to understand 2. language or 
practices that are regarded as unusual or 
strange 

(i) mummy /'mAmi/ noun 1. a child’s name 
for mother O Tell your mum I want to see 
her. O Hello, John, is your mummy at home? 
O Mummy! can I have a biscuit? (NOTE: also 
often shortened to Mum. The US term is 
Mom or Mommy.) 2. a dead body which has 
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been treated with chemicals to stop it decay¬ 
ing O We went to see the Egyptian mummies 
in the British Museum. (NOTE: The plural is 

mummies.) 

mumps /mAmps/ noun an infectious dis¬ 
ease, where you get swellings on the sides of 
your neck 

munch /mAntJ/ verb to chew noisily some¬ 
thing that is crisp or dry, with a regular 
movement of your jaws 
mundane /mAn'dein/ adj ordinary, not ex¬ 
citing. Synonym ordinary. Antonym exotic 
<g> municipal /mju:'nisip(o)l/ adj referring 
to a town which has its own local govern¬ 
ment. Synonym civic 

municipality /mjui.msi'paeliti/ noun a 
town which governs itself. Synonym city 
(NOTE: The plural is municipalities.) 
munitions /mju:'niJ(o)nz/ plural noun 
weapons and ammunition O She works in a 
munitions factory. Synonym weaponry 
mural /'mjuorol/ adj referring to walls O 
mural decoration ■ noun a painting on a 
wall O The murals were painted by Giotto in 
the fourteenth century. * fresco 
(D murder /'m3:do/ noun 1 . the act of delib¬ 
erately killing someone O The murder was 
committed during the night. O She was ac¬ 
cused of murder. O They denied the murder 
charge. Compare manslaughter 2. a diffi¬ 
cult situation O It was sheer murder getting 
to work this morning. ■ verb to kill someone 
deliberately O He was accused of murdering 
a policeman. 

<D murderer /'msidoro/ noun a person who 
has committed a murder. Synonym killer 
murderess /'msidores/ noun a woman 
who has committed a murder (dated) 
murderous /'msidoros/ adj likely to kill 
murky /'ni3:ki/ adj dark and dirty (NOTE: 
murkier - murkiest) 

murmur /'m3im9/ noun a low sound of 
people talking, of water flowing, etc. O There 
was a murmur of voices in the hall. ■ verb to 
speak very quietly O She murmured some¬ 
thing and closed her eyes. 

<D muscle /'mAs(9)l/ noun a part of the 
body which contracts to make other parts 
move O He has very powerful arm muscles. 
□ to strain a muscle, to pull a muscle to in¬ 
jure a muscle by using it too much O She 
strained a muscle in her back. ■ verb (infor¬ 
mal) □ to muscle in on something to try to 
interfere with something O He's always try¬ 
ing to muscle in on our projects and get all 
the credit for them. 

muscle tone /'mAs(3)l toun/ noun the 
normal slightly tense state of a healthy 
muscle 

muscular /'mAskjulo/ adj 1. referring to 
muscles O She suffered from muscular pain 


after working in the garden. 2. with big 
muscles O He has very muscular arms. O A 
couple of muscular bouncers stood at the 
door of the club. 

muse /mjuiz/ noun a woman who inspires 
poets, musicians, etc. (literary) ■ verb to 
think deeply O She spent hours musing about 
her youth. O He was sitting in his garden 
m using on the beauty of the autumn colours. 
® museum /mjui'ziiom/ noun a building 
which you can visit to see a collection of 
valuable or rare objects O The museum has a 
rich collection of Italian paintings. O The 
Natural History Museum is always very pop¬ 
ular with school parties who go to see the 
dinosaurs. 

mush /mAjV noun 1. a soft, semi-liquid sub¬ 
stance 2. over-emotional or soppy words or 
ideas 3. a hissing noise caused by radio inter¬ 
ference 4. a person’s face or mouth (old fash¬ 
ioned, slang) » verb to crush something to a 
soft, semi-liquid substance ■ interj a shouted 
instruction to dogs pulling a sled, telling 
them to move forwards 
(D mushroom /'mAjruim/ noun a round 
white or brown fungus which can be eaten O 
Do you want fried mushrooms with your 
steak? O She ordered a mushroom omelette. 
(NOTE: Fungi which are poisonous are 
called toadstools.) ■ verb to grow rapidly 
O Little houses mushroomed all along the 
coast. 

mushy /'mAji/ adj 1. soft and half-liquid o 
We had meat pie and mushy peas. 2. very 
sentimental 

(D music /'mjuizik/ noun 1. a sound made 
when you sing or play an instrument O Do 
you like Russian music? O She’s taking music 
lessons. O Her music teacher says she plays 
the violin very well. 2. written signs which 
you read to play an instrument O Here’s 
some music, see if you can play it on the pi¬ 
ano. O He can play the piano by ear — he 
doesn’t need any music. 3. □ to face the mu¬ 
sic to receive punishment (informal) o The 
manager fled abroad when the bank col¬ 
lapsed, but came back to face the music. 

® musical /'mju:zik(o)l/ adj 1. referring to 
music O Do you play any musical instru¬ 
ment? 2. loving music, being able to play 
musical instruments O His whole family is 
very musical - they all either sing or play in 
orchestras. ■ noun a play with songs and 
popular music O Musicals such as ‘Cats ’ and 
‘Evita ’ have been playing for years. 
musical chairs /,mju:zik(o)l 'tjeoz/ 
noun 1. a children’s party game where peo¬ 
ple try to sit on chairs when the music stops, 
with one chair and one person less each time 
O After tea we all played musical chairs. 2 . 
the continuous changing of jobs O The game 
of musical chairs which the Prime Minister 
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has to play to keep the members of the coali¬ 
tion happy. 

musical instrument /,mju:zik(3)l 
'instrumont/ noun an instrument such as pi¬ 
ano, trumpet, or violin, that a musician plays 
musically /'mjuizikli/ adv referring to 
music 

musician /mju'zij(9)n/ noun a person 
who plays music professionally O A group of 
young musicians playing the street. O The ac¬ 
tors applauded the group of musicians who 
had played during ‘Twelfth Night ’. Synonym 
performer 

© Muslim /'muzlim/ adj following the reli¬ 
gion of the prophet Muhammad O He comes 
from a strict Muslim family. ■ noun a person 
who follows the religion of the prophet Mu¬ 
hammad O Islam is the religion of Muslims. 
O He comes from a family of strict Muslims. 
muslin /'mAzlin/ noun a very fine thin cot¬ 
ton cloth 

mussel /'mAs(o)l/ noun a small shellfish, 
with a blue black shell (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with muscle.) 

3) must modal verb /most, mAst/ 1. it is 
necessary that O You must go to bed before 
eleven, or your mother will be angry. O We 
mustn ’t be late or we ’ll miss the last bus. O 
You must hurry up if you want to see the TV 
programme. O Must you really go so soon? 
(NOTE: the negative: mustn’t, needn’t. 
Note also the meanings: mustn’t = not al¬ 
lowed; needn’t = not necessary: we mustn’t 
be late ; you needn’t hurry.) 2. it is very 
likely that O I must have left my briefcase on 
the train. O There is someone knocking at the 
door - it must be the postman. O You must be 
wet through after walking in the rain. (NOTE: 
The negative is can’t; It can’t be the doctor. 
The past tense is had to; / must go to the 
dentist, Yesterday I had to go to the dentist, 
negative: didn’t have to. The perfect tense 
is must have; / must have left it on the train ; 
negative: can’t have; / can’t have left it on 
the train. Note also that must is only used 
with other verbs and is not followed by to.) 
■ noun /mAst/ something important O When 
in Florida, a trip to the Everglades is a must. 
Synonym necessity 

mustang /'mAStzeg/ noun a wild American 
horse 

© mustard /'mAstod/ noun 1. a yellow 
paste made from mixing mustard powder and 
water, eaten with meat, especially ham and 
beef O Would you like some mustard on your 
beef sandwich? O English mustard is yellow 
and quite strong. 2. a plant whose seeds 
make mustard powder 

mustard gas /'mAstod gaes/ noun poison¬ 
ous gas which bums the skin 
muster /'mASto/ noun 1. a parade and in¬ 
spection of soldiers O The colonel called a 
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muster of the country militia. 2 . □ to pass 
muster to be acceptable O I’m afraid your 
work just doesn’t pass muster. ■ verb to 
gather something, or a number of things or 
people, together O He tried to muster all his 
supporters before the vote. O Ifind it difficult 
to muster enough energy to go for a walk af¬ 
ter lunch. 

muster station /Wsto ,steiJ(o)n/ noun 
a place where passengers on a ship must 
gather in an emergency 
mustn’t /'mAs(o)nt/ short form must not 
must’ve /'mAstov/ short form must have 
musty /'mASti/ adj smelling damp, rotten or 
stale; smelling old (NOTE: mustier - 
mustiest) 

mutability /.mjuito'biliti/ noun the state 
of being likely to change 
mutant /'mju:t(3)nt/ adj in which mutation 
has occurred O The mutant cells will affect 
the other normal cells. ■ noun an organism 
carrying a gene in which mutation has oc¬ 
curred O This plant appears to be a mutant. 
mutate /mjui'teit/ verb to undergo a 
change in structure which changes a gene or 
chromosome 

mutation /mju:'teij(9)n/ noun a genetic 
change affecting the structure of a living 
thing 

mute /mjuit/ adj 1. not speaking o A look 
of mute horror crossed her face. 2 . which is 
not pronounced O In the word ‘crumb’ the 
letter ‘b ’ is mute. ■ adv not speaking O She 
stood mute throughout all her trial. ■ noun 
1 . a person who cannot speak (old fashioned, 
slang) 2. a device used to soften the sound of 
a musical instrument O She fitted a mute into 
the mouth of the trumpet. O The last part of 
the piece is played with a mute on the violin. 
■ verb to soften the sound of a musical in¬ 
strument O The violins are muted before 
playing the final quiet passage. 
muted /'mjuitid/ adj 1. quiet, not noisy o 
The press gave the proposal a muted wel¬ 
come. O Criticism of the government’s pro¬ 
posals has been muted. 2. not bright O / 
prefer muted colours for the sitting room. 
mutilate /'mjuitileit/ verb to damage 
something by cutting off part of it. Synonym 
maim 

mutilation /.mjuiti'lei^o)^ noun the act 
of cutting part of someone’s body. Synonym 

disfigurement 

mutinous /'mjuitinos/ adj likely to take 
part in a mutiny, likely not to obey. Synonym 
rebellious. Antonym obedient 
mutiny /'mjuitini/ noun a rebellion against 
someone in a position of authority such as the 
officers in the army or navy O The officers 
kept a lookout for any signs of mutiny among 
the crew. ■ verb to rebel against authority O 
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The soldiers mutinied and captured the cas¬ 
tle. O There is a possibility that some MPs 
will mutiny against the government. 
mutter /'mAto/ noun a low indistinct way 
of speaking O Mutters could be heard com¬ 
ing from the back of the hall. ■ verb to mum¬ 
ble, to speak in a low and indistinct voice O 
Don’t mutter, I can’t understand you. O He 
muttered something about the telephone and 
went to the back of the shop. 
muttering /'mAt(3)rir)/ noun complaints, 
spoken indistinctly 

mutton /'iTiAt(3)n/ noun the meat of a 
sheep (NOTE: not very often used: lamb is 
generally used for all meat from sheep as 
well as lambs) 

mutual /'mjuitj’uol/ adj referring to what is 
done by two people, countries, companies, 
etc., to each other. Synonym joint □ our mu¬ 
tual friend the friend of both of us □ by mu¬ 
tual agreement, by mutual consent with the 
agreement of both parties O By mutual agree¬ 
ment they have decided to sell the flat and 
split the money between them. 
mutually /'mjuitjuoli/ adv to two people; 
by two people 

muzzle /'mAz(o)l/ noun 1. the front part of 
an animal’s head, especially the mouth, jaws 
and nose O She stroked the horse’s long, silky 
muzzle. 2. a system of straps placed round the 
mouth of a dog to prevent it from biting O 
Our dog has to wear a muzzle when he’s 
taken for a walk. 3. the mouth of a gun O She 
found herself looking down the muzzle of a 
gun. O The army was equipped with muz¬ 
zle-loading rifles. ■ verb 1 . to put a muzzle 
on a dog to prevent it biting O I always muz¬ 
zle my dog when I walk him through the chil¬ 
dren ’s playground. 2. □ to muzzle the press 
to stop newspapers from saying what they 
want 

(D my /mai/ adj 1. belonging to me O Is that 
my pen you ’re using? O Have you seen my 
glasses anywhere? O We went skiing and I 
broke my leg. 2. used in an exclamation O My 
word! O My goodness, just look at the time ! 
myopia /mai'oupio/ noun 

short-sightedness, causing a person to be un¬ 
able to see things which are far away 
myriad /'miriod/ noun a very large number 
O There are myriads of islands in the mouth 
of the river. O The sky was bright with a myr¬ 
iad of stars. ■ adj very many O These are 
only a few of the myriad life forms found on a 
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coral reef. Synonym countless ► Antonym 
(all senses) few 

(D myself /mai'self/ pron referring to me o 
I hurt myself climbing down the ladder. O It’s 
true -1 saw it myself. O I enjoyed myself a lot 
at the party. □ all by myself all alone, with 
no one else O I built the house all by myself. 
O I don’t like being all by myself in the house 
at night. 

<D mysterious /mi'stiorios/ adj which 
cannot be explained 

mysteriously /mi'stioriosli/ adv in a 
strange way which cannot be explained 
d> mystery /'mist(o)ri/ noun a thing which 
cannot be explained {old) O The police fi¬ 
nally cleared up the mystery of the missing 
body. O It’s a mystery how the box came to 
be hidden under her bed. (NOTE: The plural 
is mysteries.) 

mystic /'mistik/ noun a person who at¬ 
tempts to achieve union with God through 
prayer, meditation, etc. ■ adj in contact with 
God O the mystic union between Christ and 
the Church. Synonym mystical 
mystical /'mistik(9)l/ adj in contact with 
God by some process which cannot be under¬ 
stood. Synonym spiritual 
mysticism /'mistisiz(3)m/ noun a reli¬ 
gion based on attempts to achieve union with 
God by prayer and meditation 
mystify /'mistifai/ verb to puzzle or bewil¬ 
der someone 

mystique /mi'stiik/ noun a mysterious at¬ 
mosphere about a person or thing 
myth /mi0/ noun 1. an ancient story about 
gods O poems based on the myths of Greece 
and Rome 2. an untrue idea, but one which 
many people believe O It was many years be¬ 
fore people could disprove the myth that the 
earth was flat. O The sales figures showed up 
the myth of their so-called super sales force. 
mythical /'mi0ik(o)l/ adj 1 . referring to an¬ 
cient tales of gods O The unicorn is a mythi¬ 
cal animal. 2. untrue, which does not exist O 
He keeps talking about some mythical order 
from Japan. 

mythological / l mi0o'lDd3ik(9)l/ adj re¬ 
ferring to mythology. Antonym factual 
mythology /mi'0Dlod3i/ noun ancient folk 
stories from a particular source O The floor 
was covered with mosaics showing scenes 
from Greek mythology. O According to an¬ 
cient Scandinavian mythology, he cut off the 
head of the dragon. 
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n /en/, N noun the fourteenth letter of the al¬ 
phabet, between M and O 
N abbr north 

nab Insebl verb 1. to snatch something 
quickly ( informal ) o When we came down to 
the pool we found that the others had nabbed 
all the best seats. O Pass me that bottle be¬ 
fore anyone else nabs it. 2. to arrest someone 
O The police nabbed him as he was coming 
out of the bank. (NOTE: nabbing - nabbed) 
nadir /'neidio/ noun the very lowest point 
naff /naef/ adj attempting to be stylish, but 
instead appearing boring or silly 
nag /naeg/ verb □ to nag someone, to nag 
at someone to ask someone over and over 
again for something or to do something O 
She was always nagging (at) him to buy a 
new car. O She’s been nagging me for an ice 
cream all afternoon. ■ noun an old horse ( in¬ 
sult ) O I can ’t go riding on that nag. 
nagging /'nsegig/ adj that worries you over 
a long period of time. Synonym irritating □ 
nagging pain a dull, continuous throbbing 
pain O He had a nagging pain in his jaw. 

@ nail /neil/ noun 1. a little metal spike o 
Hit the nail hard with the hammer. O You 
need a hammer to knock that nail in. □ to hit 
the nail on the head to judge something ac¬ 
curately ( informal ) 2. □ as hard as nails very 
hard, uncompromising O She’s as hard as 
nails. 3. the hard part at the end of your fin¬ 
gers and toes O She painted her nails red. O 
He was cutting his nails. ■ verb to attach 
something with nails O He nailed the notice 
to the door. 

nail-biting /neil 'baitig/ adj extremely 
exciting 

nail down /,neil 'daun/ verb 1. to attach 
something flat with nails O They nailed down 
the floorboards or they nailed the floor¬ 
boards down. 2. □ to nail someone down to 
make someone says what he or she is going 
to do O I’ll tty to nail him down over a date 
for the meeting. 

nail file /'neil fail/ noun a flat stick covered 
with sandpaper, used to smooth your 
fingernails 

nail polish /neil 'poliJV noun same as nail 
varnish 


nail varnish /'neil ,va:mj/ noun a liquid 
which is put on fingernails or toenails, and 
which dries quickly to form a hard, shiny 
surface 

naive /nai'iiv/ adj innocent, lacking 
experience 

naively /nai'iivli/ adv in a naive way 
naivety /nai'i:v(3)ti/, naivete /nai- 
'i:v(3)tei/ noun the quality of being naive 
naked /'neikid/ adj 1 . with no clothes on o 
The little children were playing around in the 
river stark naked. O A naked man stood on 
the balcony. 2. without any covering O A na¬ 
ked electric bulb hung from the ceiling. □ in¬ 
visible to the naked eye which cannot be 
seen without being magnified 
naked flame /'neikid fleim/ noun a flame 
which is burning without any protection 
round it 

® name /neim/ noun 1. a special way of 
calling someone or something O Hello! My 
name’s James. O What’s the name of the 
shop next to the post office? □ I know him 
by name I have never met him, but I know 
who he is □ in the name of someone using 
someone’s name O The table is booked in the 
name of ‘Green ’. □ in the name of the law 
using the authority given by the law O I ar¬ 
rest you in the name of the law. □ to put 
your name down for something to apply for 
something O She put her name down to join 
the club. □ under the name of using the 
name of O He wrote his novels under the 
name ‘Saki’. O They checked into the hotel 
under the name of ‘Smith’. □ to make a 
name for yourself to do something which 
makes you famous O He made a name for 
himself as a criminal lawyer. 2. □ Christian 
name a special name given to someone as a 
child after birth or at baptism O Her Chris¬ 
tian name is Natasha. Synonym first name 
□ family name the name of a family, shared 
by all people in the family. Synonym sur¬ 
name ■ verb 1. to call someone or some¬ 
thing by a name O They named him Nicholas. 
O They have a black cat named Jonah. □ to 
name someone after someone to give some¬ 
one the same name as someone else o They 
named their son Peter after his grandfather. 
2. to specify something O Can you name 


name-dropping 

three British Prime Ministers? □ to name 
the day to fix the date for something, partic¬ 
ularly a wedding 3. to appoint someone to a 
post O He was named ambassador to France. 
name-dropping /'neim.dropii)/ noun the 
practice of mentioning the names of famous 
people whom you know, with the intention of 
impressing those who are listening 
nameless /'neimlos/ adj 1 . with no name 
2. not to be mentioned because it is disgust¬ 
ing or frightening 

namely /'neimli/ adv that is to say 
nameplate /'neimpleit/ noun a metal 
plate with the name of a person or firm 
carved on it 

namesake /'neimseik/ noun a person with 
the same name as another 
name tag /'neim taeg/ noun a label with a 
name printed on it 

naming and shaming /.neimip on 
'Jeimir)/ noun the act of publishing the name 
of a person or an organisation that is not 
working correctly, in the hope that this will 
make them change their ways 
nan /naen/ noun a type of flat bread, often 
eaten with curry 

nanny /'naeni/ noun a person who is em¬ 
ployed to look after small children in a fam¬ 
ily O She’s training to be a nanny. O Our new 
nanny starts work tomorrow. ■ verb to look 
after someone or something very carefully 
and tell them what to do 
nanny goat /'naeni gout/ noun a female 
goat O a nanny goat and her two kids (NOTE: 
A male goat is a billy goat.) 
nanny state /'naeni steit/ noun a state 
where the government looks after everyone 
and tells them what to do. Compare welfare 
state (NOTE: The plural is nannies.) 
nap /naep/ noun 1. a short sleep o After 
lunch he always takes a little nap. 2. a 
smooth surface of cloth such as velvet O Just 
feel the nap on this cloth. 3. a tip as to which 
horse is likely to win a race ■ verb to sleep 
for a short period □ to catch someone nap¬ 
ping to take someone by surprise o His sud¬ 
den offer caught us all napping. 
nape /neip/ noun the back of the neck 
napkin /'naepkin/ noun 1. a small square of 
cloth or paper provided for each person at a 
meal table, and may be used for cleaning fin¬ 
gers or mouth, or to protect clothes 2. a 
nappy O The baby must have his napkin 
changed. 

<S> nappy /'naepi/ noun a cloth which is 
wrapped round a baby’s bottom to absorb 
urine and faeces (NOTE: The plural is nap¬ 
pies. The US term is diaper.) 
nappy rash /'naspi raeJV noun a rash on a 
baby’s bottom, caused by the baby having a 


nasal 

wet nappy (NOTE: The US term is diaper 
rash.) 

narcissism /'na:sisiz(9)m/ noun a ten¬ 
dency to admire yourself, especially your 
own appearance 

narcissus /nai'sisos/ noun a flower simi¬ 
lar to a daffodil, with white and orange flow¬ 
ers shaped like trumpets (NOTE: The plural is 
narcissi /nai'sisai/.) 

narcotic /ncu'kotik/ adj which makes you 
sleep or become unconscious O the narcotic 
side-effects of antihistamines ■ noun a 
pain-relieving drug which makes a patient 
sleep O The doctor put her to sleep with a 
powerful narcotic. 

narcotics /na:'kDtiks/ plural noun dan¬ 
gerous illegal drugs which are sold by 
criminals 

narrate /no'reit/ verb to tell a story 
narration /no'reiJXsjn/ noun speaking or 
writing about things that have happened 
narrative /'naerotiv/ noun a written story o 
He’s writing a narrative about their journeys 
in South America. ■ adj describing an action 
O The narrative part of the book is very excit¬ 
ing. O He wrote a narrative poem about the 
war against Troy. 

narrator /no'reito/ noun a person who tells 
a story. Synonym storyteller 
(D narrow /'naerou/ adj not wide O Why is 
your bicycle seat so narrow? O We went 
down a narrow alleyway to the shop. (NOTE: 
narrower - narrowest) ■ verb 1. to make 
something less wide O He narrowed his eyes. 
2. to become less wide O The road narrows 
suddenly, and there is hardly enough room 
for two cars to pass. 3. □ to narrow some¬ 
thing down to to reduce something to O We 
have narrowed down our choice of restau¬ 
rants to two. 

narrow boat /'naerou bout/ noun a long 
thin boat used on canals 
narrow escape /.naerou I'skeip/ noun a 
situation where you just avoid some disaster 
narrowly /'naerouli/ adv only just 
narrow majority /.naerou mo'd 3 Droti/ 
noun a majority of only a few votes 
narrow-minded /.naerou 'maindid/ adj 
not tolerant of others’ views, not capable of 
seeing many points of view. Synonym big¬ 
oted. Antonym broad-minded 
NASA /'naeso/ abbr National Aeronautical 
and Space Administration 
nasal /'neiz(9)l/ adj 1. referring to the nose 
O She used nasal drops to try to cure her 
cold. 2. speaking as if through the nose O He 
speaks with a nasal accent. ■ noun a sound 
pronounced through the nose, like ‘n’ or ‘m’ 
in English ( phonetics ) 
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nasal twang 

nasal twang /'neiz(3)l twasg/ noun the 
accent made when you speak through your 
nose 

nastily /'naistili/ adv in a nasty way 
nastiness /'naistinos/ noun the quality of 
being nasty, or a nasty thing that happens. 
Synonym spite 

nasturtium /n3'st3:J(3)m/ noun a creep¬ 
ing plant with large orange or yellow flowers 
(D nasty /'naisti/ adj unpleasant □ to turn 
nasty to become unpleasant suddenly O 
When she couldn’t pay, the manager turned 
quite nasty. □ a nasty piece of work an un¬ 
pleasant person ( informal ) 

@ nation /'neij(9)n/ noun 1. a country o 
Such a great nation as the USA has a duty to 
protect smaller countries from aggression. O 
The member nations of the EU. 2. the people 
living in a country O The Prime Minister 
spoke to the nation about the declaration of 
war. 

3) national adj /' nasJXajnsl/ belonging to a 
country O This is in our national interest. O 
The story even appeared in the national 
newspapers. O We ’re going to see a new play 
at the National Theatre. ■ noun a person 
from a certain country O Two German na¬ 
tionals were arrested at the scene of the 
crime. Synonym resident. Antonym visitor 
national anthem /.naeJXajnal 'asnGam/ 
noun a piece of music which is used to repre¬ 
sent the nation officially, and is played at of¬ 
ficial ceremonies 

national costume /.naeJOjnsl 
'kDst ju:m/ noun the special clothes worn by 
people from a specific country or region 
national curriculum /,naeJ(o)n3l ks- 
'rikjulom/ noun the subjects studied at 
school by all children aged between 5 and 16 
in England and Wales (NOTE: The National 
curriculum is made up of three ‘core’ sub¬ 
jects - English, maths and science; and 
seven ‘foundation’ subjects - art, design 
and technology, geography, history, music, 
physical education, and a foreign lan¬ 
guage.) 

national grid /.nceJXsjnal 'grid/ noun the 
national electricity supply system 
National Insurance /.naeJXsjnal in- 
'Juarsns/ noun a government-run insurance 
which provides for state medical care, unem¬ 
ployment payments, etc. 
nationalisation /.nasJ^jnalai'zeiJXsjn/, 
nationalization noun passing the ownership 
of a business from private individuals to 
ownership by the state (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with naturalisation.) 
nationalise /'naeJXajnslaiz/, nationalize 
verb to put a privately-owned industry under 
state ownership and control. Antonym priva¬ 
tise □ nationalized industry an industry 


which was once privately owned, but now 
belongs to the state O Workers in national¬ 
ised industries are to get a 3% pay rise. 
nationalism /'naejfajns.liz^jm/ noun 1. 
the political opinion of wanting independ¬ 
ence for your country O During the occupa¬ 
tion, all feelings of nationalism had to be 
suppressed. 2. a feeling of great pride in your 
country, or a feeling that your country is 
better than others O Danish nationalism as 
shown by their football supporters. 
nationalist /'naej(3)n3list/ noun a person 
who wants his or her country to be independ¬ 
ent O a Welsh nationalist O The nationalists 
have not been invited to the negotiations. ■ 
adj wanting your country to be independent 
O There is a lot of nationalist feeling in the 
country. 

nationalistic /.naeJXsjna'listik/ adj 
strongly supporting your own country. Syn¬ 
onym patriotic. Antonym internationalist 
nationality /.naeja'naeliti/ noun the status 
of being a citizen of a state O He is of Ger¬ 
man nationality. □ he has dual nationality 
he is a citizen of two countries at the same 
time 

nationally /'naej(3)n3li/ adv all over the 
country. Antonym locally 
national park /,naej(3)n3l 'pa:k/ noun an 
area of land protected by the government for 
people to enjoy O The Peak District in 
Derbyshire is a national park. O We went 
camping in the national park. 
national security /.naeJXsjnsl si- 
'kjuarsti/ noun the systems that are intended 
to protect a nation from danger 
national service /.naeJXojnsl 's3:vis/ 
noun in some countries, a period that citizens 
must spend working in their national armed 
forces 

nation-state /,neij(3)n 'steit/ noun a 
country which is an independent political 
unit, formed of people with the same nation¬ 
ality and often the same language and 
traditions 

nationwide /'neij(3)nwaid/ adj all over 
the country O The union called for a nation¬ 
wide strike. O We offer a nationwide delivery 
service. Antonym local 
(D native /'neitiv/ noun 1. a person bom in 
a place O She’s a native of Cornwall. 2. a 
flower, bird, etc., which has always been in a 
place O The robin is a native of the British 
Isles. 3. an original inhabitant of a country or 
region, usually before the arrival of Europe¬ 
ans ( offensive ) ■ adj belonging to a country 
O The tiger is native to India. 

Native American /,neitiv a'merikan/ 
noun a member of any of the peoples who 
were living in North, Central, and South 
America before the arrival of Europeans 


native language 

native language /'neitiv 'laer)gwid 3 /, 
native tongue /'neitiv tAg/ noun the lan¬ 
guage which you spoke when you were a lit¬ 
tle child 

d> native speaker /,neitiv 'spiiko/ noun a 
person who speaks a language from 
childhood 

nativity /na'tiviti/ noun □ the Nativity the 
birth of Jesus Christ ( formal ) 
nativity play /no'tiviti plei/ noun a play 
about the birth of Jesus, especially one per¬ 
formed by children 

NATO /'neitou/ abbr North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization 

natter /'nasta/ ( informal ) noun a casual 
friendly talk o Come round for coffee tomor¬ 
row and we can have a natter. ■ verb to talk 
in a casual and friendly way O They were 
nattering about their holidays and didn’t see 
the bus go past. O She spends too much time 
nattering on the phone to her boyfriend. ► 
Synonym (all senses) chat 
® natural /'naetj*(3)r3l/ adj 1 . ordinary, not 
unusual O Her behaviour at the meeting was 
quite natural. O It’s only natural if you can’t 
sleep the night before your exams. O It’s nat¬ 
ural to worry about your first baby. 2. com¬ 
ing from nature, and not man-made O Do you 
think the colour of her hair is natural? O Yes, 
she’s a natural blonde. O The inquest de¬ 
cided that he died from natural causes. 
natural gas /,naetj(3)r3l 'gaes/ noun gas 
which is found in the earth and not made in a 
gasworks 

natural history /,naetJ(9)rol 'hist(o)ri/ 
noun the study of plants and animals 
naturalisation /,naetj(3)r3lai'zeij(3)n/, 
naturalization noun the granting of the posi¬ 
tion of citizen to a foreigner (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with nationalisation.) 
naturalist /'naetj(3)r9list/ noun a person 
who is interested in and studies natural 
history 

<D naturally /'nastJX^rsli/ adv 1. of course 
O Naturally the top team beat the bottom 
team. O Do you want to watch the game? - 
Naturally! 2. because of nature, not 
man-made O She has naturally fair hair. O 
She’s naturally gifted for music. 3. in a nor¬ 
mal way O He behaved quite naturally at the 
office, so we were surprised when he was ar¬ 
rested for murder. 

natural resources /,naetj(3)r3l n- 
'zoisiz / plural noun minerals, energy 
sources, etc., which can be used commer¬ 
cially, such as coal or water power O Canada 
is a country which is very rich in natural 
resources. 

natural wastage /.naetj^ral 'weistid 3 / 
noun the process of losing employees be¬ 


navigate 

cause they resign or retire, not because they 
are made redundant or are sacked 
(D nature /'neitj’a/ noun 1 . plants and ani¬ 
mals O We must try to protect nature and the 
environment. □ the laws of nature what hap¬ 
pens in the world of plants and animals 2. the 
character of a person, thing, animal O He has 
a very aggressive nature. 3. a sort, kind or 
class of thing O Something of that nature 
must have happened. 

nature reserve /'neitj’a ri,z3:v/ noun an 
area of land where animals and plants are 
protected 

nature trail /'neitja treil/ noun a path 
through the countryside with signs to show¬ 
ing interesting features, such as plants, trees, 
birds or animals 

naturism /'neitjsriz^m/ noun a belief in 
the physical and mental advantages of going 
about naked. Synonym nudist 
naturist /'neitj’srist/ adj, noun a person 
who believes in going about naked 
naughtily /'noitili/ adv wickedly 
naughtiness /'noitinas/ noun wicked¬ 
ness, bad behaviour. Synonym disobedi¬ 
ence. Antonym obedience 
® naughty /'noiti/ adj ( usually of a child) 
behaving badly, not being obedient. Syn¬ 
onym disobedient (NOTE: naughtier - 
naughtiest) 

nausea /'noizia/ noun a feeling of sick¬ 
ness, a desire to vomit 

nauseate /'noizieit/ verb to make some¬ 
one feel sick or disgusted 
nauseating /'noizieitig/ adj which makes 
you sick or disgusted (literary). Synonym 
disgusting. Antonym pleasant 
nauseous /'noiziss/ adj US feeling sick, 
feeling about to vomit 

nautical /'no:tik(3)l/ adj referring to ships 
and the sea. Synonym maritime 
naval /'neiv(3)l/ adj referring to the navy 
nave /neiv/ noun the main part of a church 
where the congregation sits 
navel /'neiv(3)l/ noun a depression in the 
middle of the abdomen, just below the waist, 
where the umbilical cord was detached after 
birth (NOTE: In children’s language a navel 
is called a belly button or tummy button. 
Do not confuse with naval.) 
navel orange /'neiv(3)l ,Drind 3 / noun a 
large seedless orange with a depression at 
one end like a navel 

navigable /'naevig3b(3)l/ adj (of a river) 
deep enough for ships to sail in it 
navigate /'naevigeit/ verb 1 . to guide a 
ship or aircraft O The pilot navigated the boat 
into the harbour. 2. to give directions to the 
driver of a car O Can you navigate as far as 
Marble Arch? -1 know my way from there. 
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© navigation /,naevi'geij(3)n/ noun 1. the 
action of guiding and steering O In the six¬ 
teenth century, navigation was done by the 
stars. O Thanks to Jim’s bad navigation we 
lost our way twice. 2. the movement of ships 
or aircraft O The canal is open to navigation 
again. 

navigator /'naevigeits/ noun 1. a person 
who calculates the distances and direction 
taken by an aircraft or ship O The navigator 
estimates that we should reach the coast in 
about ten minutes. 2. a person who deals with 
the maps, signs and timing for a rally driver 
O The navigator warned me that there was a 
sharp right turn ahead. 

© navy /'neivi/ noun 1. a military force 
which fights battles at sea O He left school 
and joined the navy. O The navy has many 
ships. 2. a dark blue colour O She was 
dressed in navy. ■ adj □ navy (blue) of a 
dark blue colour O She was wearing a navy 
skirt. O He’s bought a navy blue pullover. 
Nazi /'naitsi/ noun 1. a member or sup¬ 
porter of Adolf Hitler’s fascist German Na¬ 
tional Socialist Party 2. an extremely 
insulting name for a very bossy or controlling 
person ( insult ) 

NE abbr north east 

(D near /ms/ adv, prep, adj 1. close to, not 
far away from O Our house is near the post 
office. O Bring your chair nearer to the table. 
O He lives quite near or quite near here. O 
Which is the nearest chemist’s? 2. soon, not 
far off in time O Her birthday is on Decem¬ 
ber 21st — it’s quite near to Christmas. O Can 
you phone again nearer the day and I’ll see if 
I can find a few minutes to see you? (NOTE: 
nearer - nearest) ■ verb to get closer to, to 
approach O We’re nearing the end of the 
year. Synonym approach 
nearby /ms'bai/ adv, adj not far away o 
He lives just nearby. O They met in a nearby 
restaurant. 

nearest and dearest /.nisrsst on 
'disrast/ plural noun your close family 
(D nearly /'mali/ adv almost o He’s nearly 
18 - he ’ll be going to university next year. O 
The film lasted nearly three hours. O The 
book isn ’t nearly as good as the last one I 
read. O Hurry up, it’s nearly time for break¬ 
fast. O We haven’t got nearly enough time to 
get to London. 

near miss /nia 'mis/ noun a situation 
where you almost hit something 
nearside /'niasaid/ adj referring to the side 
of a car closer to the side of the road. Syn¬ 
onym passenger 

near-sighted /,ma 'saitid/ adj able to see 
close objects clearly, but not objects which 
are further away. Also called short-sighted 
© neat /ni:t/ adj 1 . tidy, without any mess o 
a blouse with a neat lace collar O Leave your 


bedroom neat and tidy. O Her handwriting is 
very neat. 2 . alcohol without any water added 
O I prefer my whisky neat. (NOTE: The US 
term is straight.) 3. mainly US clever o 
What a neat idea! (NOTE: neater - neatest) 
neatly /'niitli/ adv in a neat and tidy way 
neatness /'niitnas/ noun a tidy or clean 
appearance 

nebulous /'nebjulas/ adj not clearly 
known or described. Synonym unclear. Ant¬ 
onym precise 

(D necessarily /.nesi'serili/ adv which 
cannot be avoided O Going to Newcastle 
from here necessarily means changing trains 
twice. □ not necessarily possibly sometimes 
but not always O Taking the train isn’t neces¬ 
sarily slower than going by plane. 

(D necessary /'nesis(3)ri/ adj 1 . which has 
to be done o It’s absolutely necessary for 
taxes to be paid on time. O It is necessary to 
have a current passport if you are going 
abroad. 2. which you need to have O Are you 
sure all this equipment is really necessary? O 
Does she have the necessary qualifications 
for the job? 

necessitate /ni'sesiteit/ verb to make 
something necessary 

necessity /na'sesiti/ noun an essential 
thing, or thing that is needed (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is necessities.) 

© neck /nek/ noun 1 . a part which joins 
your head to your body O She was sitting in a 
draught and got a stiff neck. O The mayor 
wears a gold chain round his neck. 2. □ a 
pain in the neck a very annoying person or 
thing ( informal ) □ to breathe down some¬ 
one’s neck to watch what someone is doing 
and be ready to criticise O I wish he would 
stop breathing down my neck all the time. □ 
to stick your neck out to state your opinion, 
even though you admit it may be wrong O I’ll 
stick my neck out and say that the govern¬ 
ment will lose the next election. □ to be up to 
your neck in work to have a lot of work to 
do O I’m up to my neck in work, so I can’t 
take on any more. 3. the part of a piece of 
clothing which goes round your neck O He 
takes size 16 neck in shirts. 4. a narrow part 
O the neck of a bottle □ a neck of land a nar¬ 
row piece of land between two pieces of wa¬ 
ter □ in this neck of the woods in this part of 
the country ( informal ) o Not many people 
live in this neck of the woods. ■ verb to kiss 
and cuddle in a sexual way ( dated informal) 
-necked /nekt/ suffix with a certain type of 
neck 

© necklace /'neklas/ noun a string of 
beads or stones, etc., worn round your neck 
neckline /'nek/ain/ noun the line formed 
by the edge of an item of clothing where it 
goes around the neck 
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<S> necktie /'nektai/ noun especially US a 
piece of coloured cloth worn knotted round 
the neck (NOTE: The British term is tie.) 
nectar /'nekto/ noun 1 . a liquid produced 
by flowers to attract bees O Honey is made 
from the nectar collected by bees. 2. a very 
delicious-tasting drink O After a game of ten¬ 
nis this lemonade is absolute nectar. 
nectarine /'nektoriin/ noun a fruit like a 
peach with a smooth skin 
nee /nei/ adj {of a woman) with the former 
name of. Synonym formerly 
® need /ni:d/ noun what is necessary or 
wanted O There’s no need for you to wait -1 
can find my own way. □ in need requiring 
food and help O The Red Cross is bringing 
supplies to families in need. □ to be in need 
of to want something O They’re in urgent 
need of medical supplies. ■ verb 1. to require 
something, or have to have something O We 
shall need some euros for our holiday in 
Spain. O Painting needs a lot of skill. O / 
need someone to help me with the cooking. 2. 
to want something O Does anyone need any 
more coffee? ■ modal verb to be necessary o 
Need you make so much noise in the bath? O 
Need you go now? O The living room needs 
painting or needs to be painted. O You don’t 
need to come if you have a cold. O The police 
need to know who saw the accident. 
needle /'ni:d(o)l/ noun 1. a metal tool for 
sewing, like a long pin, with a hole at one end 
for the thread to go through O This needle 
hasn’t got a very sharp point. O You must try 
to put the piece of wool through the hole in 
the needle. □ it’s like looking for a needle in 
a haystack it’s a hopeless task 2. a hand on a 
dial O He looked at the dial and saw the nee¬ 
dle was pointing to zero. 3. the thin leaf of a 
pine tree O She had lots of pine needles stuck 
in her hair. 

needless /'niidlos/ adj not necessary. Syn¬ 
onym unnecessary □ to cause someone 
needless worry to make someone worried 
when there is no cause O Don’t send a police 
car to the house - we don’t want to cause 
them needless worry. □ needless to say as 
you might expect o Needless to say, they 
can’t pay for it themselves. 
needlework /'ni:d(9)lw3:k/ noun decora¬ 
tive sewing 

d> needn’t /'niidnt/ modal verb it is not 
necessary o She needn’t come if she has a 
cold. O You needn’t have made a cake - I’m 
not hungry. O She needn’t make such a fuss 
about a little spider. (NOTE: Needn’t is only 
used with other verbs and is not followed by 
to. Note also the difference in meanings: 
mustn’t = not allowed; needn’t = not nec¬ 
essary: We mustn’t be late ; You needn’t 
hurry.) 
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needs /niidz/ plural noun what is basically 
needed 

needy /'niidi/ adj very poor O an organisa¬ 
tion dedicated to helping needy people in Af¬ 
rica (NOTE: needier - neediest) ■ plural 
noun □ the needy poor people o He tried to 
help the needy as much as he could. 
nefarious /ni'feorios/ adj very wicked 
negate /ni'geit/ verb to cancel something 
out, to remove the effect of something {for¬ 
mal) 

negation /m'geiJ(o)n/ noun what is can¬ 
celled out or negated 

(D negative /'negotiv/ noun 1. meaning 
‘no’ O The answer was in the negative. 2. de¬ 
veloped film with an image where the light 
parts are dark and dark parts light O Don’t 
touch the negatives with your dirty fingers. ■ 
adj showing the absence of something o Her 
blood test was negative. □ a negative re¬ 
sponse an answer saying ‘no’ 
neglect /m'glekt/ noun a lack of care o 
The building has suffered from years of ne¬ 
glect. Synonym negligence (NOTE: no plu¬ 
ral) ■ verb 1. to fail to look after someone or 
something properly o He neglected his three 
children. O The building had been neglected 
by its owners. 2 . not to do something O She 
neglected to return her income tax form. O 
He neglected to tell the police that he had 
been involved in an accident. 
neglected /m'glekt id/ adj not looked after 
neglectful /m'glektf(o)l/ adj not doing 
anything about something that is your re¬ 
sponsibility. Synonym negligent 
negligee /'negl^ei/, negligee noun a 
woman’s light dressing gown 
negligence /'neglid 3 ons/ noun a lack of 
proper care; not doing what you should do. 
Synonym neglect 

negligent /'neglid 3 (o)nt/ adj showing 
negligence, not taking proper care 
negligible /'neglid3ib(3)l/ adj very small, 
not worth bothering about. Synonym insig¬ 
nificant. Antonym significant □ not negli¬ 
gible quite large O The loss was not a 
negligible one. 

negotiable /m'goujiobfe)!/ adj 1. which 
can be changed or decided by discussions be¬ 
tween the people involved O The salary for 
the job is negotiable. 2. which can be ex¬ 
changed for cash 3. {of a path) which can be 
used O The route through the mountains is 
only negotiable during the summer. 

(D negotiate /m'goujieit/ verb 1. to dis¬ 
cuss with someone O We are negotiating 
with the travel agent about a refund. 2. to 
make a commercial arrangement O The two 
parties negotiated the terms of the contract. 
3. to go round something which is in the way 
O We had to negotiate several boulders in the 


negotiating table 

road. O The burglars managed to negotiate 
the alarm system successfully. 

negotiating table /m'gou/ieitir) 
,teib(9)l/ noun a meeting between parties to 
negotiate 

© negotiation /ni.gouJT'eij(3)n/ noun the 
process of discussing something O The only 
answer to this conflict is peaceful negotia¬ 
tion. □ it is open to negotiation the terms 
can be negotiated 

negotiations /m.gouJi'eiJXojnz/ plural 
noun discussions 

negotiator /m'goujieito/ noun a person 
who discusses 

neigh /nei/ noun a sound made by a horse o 
The horse gave a loud neigh and galloped 
off. ■ verb to make the sound of a horse o 
We could hear the horses neighing in the 
stables. 

© neighbour /'neibo/ noun 1. a person 
who lives near you, who is sitting next to 
you, etc. O Help yourself and then pass the 
plate on to your neighbour. O He doesn ’t get 
on with his neighbours. □ the Swedes and 
the Norwegians are neighbours their coun¬ 
tries are close together 2. another person 
{old) O Love of your neighbour is one of the 
essentials of Christian doctrine. (NOTE: [all 
senses] The US spelling is neighbor.) 
neighbourhood /'neibohud/ noun a 
small area and the people who live in it o 
This is a quiet neighbourhood - we don’t like 
noisy parties. O The doctor knows everyone 
in the neighbourhood. O in the neighbour¬ 
hood of 1. near O There are three hotels in 
the neighbourhood of the Conference Centre. 
2. approximately O The sum involved is in 
the neighbourhood of £100,000. /NOTE: The 
US spelling is neighborhood.) 
neighbouring /'neiborir)/ adj which is 
close to you (NOTE: The US spelling is 
neighboring.) 

neighbourly /'neiboli/ adv friendly to the 
people near you O It’s very neighbourly of 
you to lend us your lawnmower. O People in 
this street aren’t very neighbourly. (NOTE: 
The US spelling is neighborly.) 

© neither /'naido, 'niido/ adj, pron not ei¬ 
ther of two people or things O Neither car or 
neither of the cars passed the test. O Neither 
sister is dark or neither of the sisters is dark. 
■ adv not either o He doesn’t eat meat and 
neither does his wife. O She isn’t fat but nei¬ 
ther is she really very thin. ■ conj □ nei¬ 
ther...nor not one...and not the other O The 
water is neither too hot nor too cold - it’s 
just right. O She’s neither Chinese nor Japa¬ 
nese - she comes from Korea. O Neither his 
mother nor his father is coming to the 
wedding. 

neoclassical / l ni:9u l klaesik(o)l/ adj in the 
ancient Greek and Roman style 


nest 

neologism /ni l Dl9d3iz(3)m/ noun a new 
word, one that has come into use very 
recently 

neon /'niton/ noun an inert gas found in 
very small quantities in the atmosphere and 
used in illuminated signs 
© nephew /'nefju:/ noun the son of your 
sister or brother 

nepotism /'nep3tiz(3)m/ noun the unfair 
practice of giving jobs to members of your 
own family rather than to people who de¬ 
serve to have them 

nerd /n3id/ noun a person who is very inter¬ 
ested in technical things, especially comput¬ 
ers, and who other people sometimes think is 
boring 

© nerve /n3iv/ noun 1. one of the fibres in 
your body which take messages to and from 
the brain O Nerves are very delicate and eas¬ 
ily damaged. 2 . □ to be in a state of nerves 
to be tense and worried □ to get on some¬ 
one’s nerves to annoy someone O That hum¬ 
ming noise is really getting on my nerves. 3. 
over-confidence or rude behaviour O He’s 
got a nerve to ask for a day off when he was 
away all last week. 4. being brave O He 
wanted to try jumping with a parachute but 
at the last minute he lost his nerve. ■ verb □ 
to nerve yourself to get all your strength to¬ 
gether O He nerved himself against the meet¬ 
ing with the police. O She nerved herself to 
take her driving test. 

nerve centre /'n3iv ,sento/ noun a point 
at which nerves come together 
nerve-racking /'n3iv rcekirj/ adj which is 
extremely frightening or worrying 
nerve-wracking /n3iv 'raekirj/ adj same 
as nerve-racking 

© nervous /'n3:vos/ adj 1. referring to the 
nerves O the nervous system 2. worried and 
easily frightened O to be of a nervous dispo¬ 
sition O She gets nervous if she is alone in the 
house at night. O He’s nervous about driving 
in London. 

nervous breakdown /,n3:vos 
'breikdaun/ noun a non-medical expression 
for a condition where a patient becomes so 
worried or upset that he or she is not able to 
do anything 

nervous energy /,n3iv9s 'enod 3 i/ noun 
excited tense energy 

nervously /'n3:vosli/ adv in a nervous 
way 

nervous system /'n3:vos .sistom/ noun 
the system of nerves in the body, including 
the spinal cord and nerve centres 
nervy /'n3ivi/ adj feeling worried ( infor¬ 
mal ). Antonym calm 

© nest /nest/ noun 1. a structure built by 
birds to lay their eggs in, also by some ani¬ 
mals and insects O an ants ’ nest O The birds 
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built their nests among the trees. O The 
blackbirds have laid three eggs in their nest. 
2. □ nest of tables tables of different sizes 
which fit under each other ■ verb to build a 
nest and lay eggs O The swans are nesting by 
the river bank. 

(§> nest egg /'nest eg/ noun money which 
you have saved. Synonym savings 
nestle /'nes(9)l/ verb 1. to sit somewhere 
comfortable and relax O The cat nestled 
down quietly in the cushions. O The children 
nestled round their mother as she read them 
a story. 2. to be in a safe and sheltered place 
O Their cottage nestles at the bottom of the 
valley. O A church nestling in the hills. 

® net /net/ noun 1 . a woven material with 
large holes O A long petticoat made of pink 
net. 2. a piece of this material used for a spe¬ 
cial purpose 3. same as Internet ■ verb to 
make a profit O We netted £3,000 on the 
deal. (NOTE: netting - netted) ■ adj after 
everything else has been considered O That 
figure is net, not gross. Synonym remaining 
netball /'netboil/ noun a team game similar 
to basketball, played by two teams of seven 
players, usually women, in which the aim is 
to score points by throwing the ball through a 
horizontal ring into a high net 
net curtains /net 'k3:t(o)nz/ plural noun 
light curtains made of thin lacy material 
net earnings /net '3:nigz/ plural noun the 
money that someone earns after tax has been 
taken out 

net income /net 'inkAm/ noun same as 

net earnings 

net salary /net 'saslori/ noun same as net 

earnings 

(D nett /net/ another spelling of net 
netting /'netig/ noun a loosely woven 
material 

@ nettle /'net(o)l/ noun □ to grasp the net¬ 
tle to deal with a problem quickly and firmly 
to settle it before it causes you any more trou¬ 
ble O No politician has dared grasp the nettle 
of sponsorship of sport. ■ verb to make 
someone annoyed ( informal ) o She was 
clearly nettled by his remarks. Synonym 
irritate 

net weight /net 'weit/ noun a weight of 
goods without the packing material and 
container 

(D network /'netw3ik/ noun 1. a system 
things such as roads or railways connecting 
different places O the British rail network O 
a satellite TV network O There is a network 
of tunnels under the castle. 2. a system of 
computers which are connected together O 
How does this network operate? O You can 
book at any of our hotels throughout the 
country using our computer network. 3. a 
group of people connected with each other O 


His rapidly developing network of contacts in 
government. t old boy network ■ verb to 
connect two or more computers to allow 
them to exchange information O Worksta¬ 
tions are usually networked and share 
resources. 

networking /'netw3:kig/ noun 1. keeping 
in contact with people who are in the same 
profession as you and who may be able to 
help you o A conference is a good opportu¬ 
nity to do some networking. 2. broadcasting a 
TV programme over several stations at the 
same time O TV executives are always hop¬ 
ing to find popular programmes suitable for 
nationwide networking. 3. connecting two or 
more computers with each other 
neural /'njuorol/ adj referring to a nerve or 
the nervous system 

neurology /nju'rDlod 3 i/ noun the study of 
nerves and the illnesses which affect them 
neurosis /nju'rousis/ noun a mental state 
in which a patient thinks all the time about 
something in an excessive way and experi¬ 
ences strong emotions about it, such as fear 
of empty spaces. Synonym quirk (NOTE: The 
plural is neuroses /nju'rousiiz/.) 
neurotic /nju'rotik/ adj worried or always 
thinking about something in an excessive 
way O She has a neurotic dislike of cats. O 
Don’t get neurotic about the change in the 
firm’s logo. Antonym rational ■ noun a per¬ 
son who has a neurosis O He’s a neurotic 
who genuinely believes spiders will kill him. 
neuter /'njuito/ adj (in grammar) neither 
masculine nor feminine in some languages, 
such as German and Latin O Strangely 
enough, the usual word for ‘girl’ in German 
is neuter. ■ verb to remove an animal’s sex 
organs O We took our tomcat to the vet to 
have him neutered. 

neutral /'njuitrol/ adj 1. not in favour of 
one side or the other in a disagreement O The 
UN sent in neutral observers. O The arbitra¬ 
tor has to stay neutral. 2. refusing to take 
part in a war O During the war, Switzerland 
remained neutral. 3. with a light colour, such 
as beige or pale grey O Red walls, green up¬ 
holstery and a neutral carpet. ■ noun 1. a 
country which does not take part in a war 2. a 
citizen of a neutral country O Only neutrals 
were admitted to the talks. 3. (of motor vehi¬ 
cles) not in gear O The car is in neutral. 
neutralisation /.njuitrolai'zeijtojn/, 
neutralization noun a process of working 
against the harmful effects of something 
neutralise /'njuitrolaiz/, neutralize verb 
1. to make an acid neutral O Acid in drainage 
water can be neutralised by limestone. 2. to 
work against the effect of something O We 
acted immediately to neutralise the threat 
from their navy. 3. to make a poison harmless 


neutrality 

O You need to act quickly to neutralise the ef¬ 
fects of the snake bite. 

neutrality /nju:'traeliti/ noun the fact of 
being neutral in a war 

neutron /'nju:tran/ noun a neutral particle 
in the nucleus of an atom 
(D never /'nevo/ adv not at any time; not 
ever O We’ll never forget that restaurant. O 
I’ve never bought anything in that shop al¬ 
though I’ve often been inside it. O He never 
eats meat. □ never mind! don’t worry, don’t 
bother about it □ well I never! how surpris¬ 
ing! O Well I never - it’s James! 
never-ending /.nevor 'endig/ adj which 
seems as if it will never stop. Synonym 
endless 

@ nevertheless /.nevodo'les/ adv al¬ 
though a particular situation exists O I know 
it is raining, but nevertheless I’d like to go 
for a walk along the beach. O She had a cold, 
but went to the meeting nevertheless. 

3) new /nju:/ adj 1. made veiy recently, 
never used before O Put some new paper in 
the printer. O This is the new model - it’s just 
come out. 2. which arrived recently, fresh O 
There are two new secretaries in the office. 
3. which has just been bought O Are your 
shoes new? O She bought herself a new mo¬ 
torbike. O He’s trying to get his new com¬ 
puter to work. 4. completely different from 
what was before O We need someone with 
new ideas. O They put some new wallpaper in 
the bedroom. (NOTE: newer - newest) 

New Age /nju: eid 3 / adj of modem ideas 
about spiritual and medical matters ■ noun a 
style of music intended to make you feel 
calm 

new blood /nju: 'bLvd/ noun a person or 
persons who bring new ideas to an 
organisation 

newborn /'nju:bo:n/ adj which has been 
bom recently O The mother and her newborn 
baby survived the crash. ■ noun a newborn 
baby 

newcomer /'nju:kAmo/ noun a person 
who has just come to a place 
new face /nju: 'feis/ noun a person whom 
you have not seen before, who has not been 
part of something before 
newfangled /.nju^faeggold/ adj modem 
and complicated. Antonym old-fashioned 
new-found /'nju: faund/ adj that has been 
found recently 

(D newly /'nju:li/ adv recently 
newly-weds /'nju:li wedz/ plural noun 
two people who have just got married 
new moon /nju: 'mu:n/ noun the begin¬ 
ning of a lunar phase, when the moon’s face 
is not lit by the sun and it is seen as only a 
thin curved shape 


newspaper 

newness /'nju:nos/ noun the fact of being 
recent or fresh; not having been used 
new potatoes /nju: po'teitouz/ plural 
noun the first young potatoes of a year’s 
harvest 

® news /nju:z/ noun spoken or written in¬ 
formation about what has happened O What’s 
the news of your sister? O She told me all the 
latest news about the office. O He was watch¬ 
ing the 10 o’clock news on TV. O I don’t 
want to hear any bad news. □ have you 
heard the news? have you heard what has 
happened? O Have you had any news about 
your pay rise? □ to break the news to some¬ 
one to tell someone the bad news o He broke 
the news to his daughters. □ no news is good 
news if there is nothing new to mention, 
things must be going well 
news agency /'nju:z ,eid 3 onsi/ noun an 
office which sends out information to news¬ 
papers and TV 

newsagent /'nju:zeid 3 ont/ noun a person 
who sells newspapers (NOTE: Newsagent 
has no connection with news agency.) 
news bulletin /'nju:z .bulitin/ noun 1 . a 
short news broadcast on the current situation 
O The BBC broadcasts news bulletins every 
hour. 2. information on a situation that is 
changing O The hospital issued a daily news 
bulletin on the condition of the accident 
victims. 

newscast /'nju:zka:st/ noun a news 
programme on radio or TV 
newscaster /'nju:zka:sto/ noun a person 
who reads the news on radio or TV 
newscasting /'nju:zka:stir)/ noun the 
job or practice of reading the news on radio 
or TV 

<D news conference /'nju:z .konf^rons/ 
noun a meeting with journalists to give 
information about something and answer 
questions 

newsflash /'nju:zflaeJV noun a short piece 
of news broadcast at an unexpected time 
newsgroup /'nju:z,gru:p/ noun an 
Internet discussion group 
newsletter /'nju:zleto/ noun a printed 
sheet or small newspaper giving news about 
a company, a club or other organisation 
(T) newspaper /'nju:zpeipo/ noun a publi¬ 
cation consisting of loose folded sheets of pa¬ 
per, which usually comes out each day, with 
news of what has happened O He was so ab¬ 
sorbed in his newspaper that he didn ’t notice 
that the toast had burnt. O We saw your pic¬ 
ture in the local newspaper. O The newspa¬ 
pers are full of news of the election. □ a daily 
newspaper a newspaper which is published 
every day except Sunday 
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newsprint /'nju:zprint/ noun cheap paper 
used for newspapers and magazines (NOTE: 
no plural) 

<D newsreader /'nju:zri:do/ noun a person 
who reads the news on radio or TV. Also 
called newscaster 

newsroom /'njuizruim/ noun a room in a 
newspaper office, TV or radio station where 
news reports are received and prepared for 
publishing or broadcasting 
newssheet /'nju:zj‘i:t/ noun a simple 
newspaper usually with very few pages. Syn¬ 
onym newsletter 

newsstall /'nju:zsto:l/, newsstand 
/'njuizstaend/ noun especially US a small 
shop or shelter selling books, newspapers and 
magazines (NOTE: Another British term is 

bookstall.) 

news vendor /'nju:z , vends/ noun a per¬ 
son who sells newspapers in the street 
newsworthy /'nju:zw3:di/ adj interesting 
enough to be in the newspapers or on radio or 
TV 

newt /njuit/ noun a little lizard-like animal, 
living in water 

new wave /nju: weiv/ noun 1. a type of 
rock music that became popular after punk 
rock 2. a form of film-making which started 
in France during the 1950s with an emphasis 
on original methods and the individual styles 
of directors 3. an original movement in the 
arts 

New World /,nju: 'w3ild/ noun North and 
South America 

<§> New Year /nju: 1 jis/ noun the first few 
days of the year □ Happy New Year! good 
wishes for the New Year □ to see the New 
Year in to stay awake until after midnight on 
31 st December to celebrate the beginning of 
the New Year 

(D New Year’s Day /,nju: jisz 'dei/ noun 
1st January 

<S> New Year’s Eve /,nju: jisz 'i:v/ noun 
31st December 

New Year’s resolution /,nju: jisz rezs- 
'lu:J*(3)n/ noun a plan to improve your way 
of living, decided on at the New Year, and 
usually given up soon afterwards 
(S) New Zealander /nju: 'zi:lands/ noun a 
person from New Zealand 
<D next /nekst/ adj, adv 1 . coming after in 
time O On Wednesday we go to Paris, and 
the next day we travel to Italy. O First you 
put the eggs into a bowl and next you add 
some sugar. O Don’t forget to give me a call 
when you ’re next in town. O Next week is the 
start of our holiday. O The next time you go 
to the supermarket, can you get some coffee? 
2. nearest in place O The ball went over the 
fence into the next garden. O She took the 
seat next to mine. □ it costs next to nothing 


nick 

it doesn’t cost very much ■ pron the thing or 
person following O After two buses went past 
full, the next was almost empty. O I’ll be back 
from holiday the week after next. O (asking 
the next person in the queue to come) Next, 
please! 

<D next door /,nekst 'do:/ adj, adv in the 
house next to this one O Who lives next door 
to your mother? O The shop is next door to a 
bank. O Our next-door neighbours have gone 
on holiday, and we are looking after their 
cat. □ next-door neighbours the people who 
live in the house next to yours 
next of kin /, nekst ov 'kin/ noun your 
nearest relatives 

NGO abbr non-governmental organisation 
(NOTE: The plural is NGOs.) 

NHS abbr national health service 

nib /nib/ noun the point of a pen, from 

which the ink flows 

nibble /'nib(o)l/ verb to take small bites o 
She was nibbling a biscuit. O The mice have 
nibbled into the flour sacks. Synonym chew 
nibbles /'mb(s)lz/ plural noun little 
snacks, such as peanuts or crisps, served with 
drinks 

(D nice /nais/ adj 1. pleasant, enjoyable o 
We had a nice time at the seaside. O If the 
weather’s nice let’s have a picnic. O The nic¬ 
est thing about the town is that it is on the 
sea. 2. pleasant, polite O That wasn’t a very 
nice thing to say. O Try and be nice to your 
grandfather. 3. slight O He drew a very nice 
distinction between the two terms. (NOTE: 
nicer - nicest) 

nice-looking /nais 'lukirj/ adj attractive or 
pleasing to look at 

(D nicely /'naisli/ adv 1. very well o That 
will do nicely, thank you. 2. politely O You 
can have a biscuit if you ask for it nicely. 
niceness /'naisnss/ noun the quality of 
being nice 

nicety /'naisati/ noun a slight or exact 
detail 

niche /ni:J7 noun 1. a place which curves 
inwards in a wall O There are statues in 
niches all round the garden. 2 . □ to find 
your niche, to find a niche for yourself, to 
carve out a niche for yourself to find the 
right job or activity for yourself O He found 
his niche working in an animal hospital. 
nick /nik/ noun 1. a small cut in something 
O He made a nick in the stick. 2. □ in the 
nick of time just in time ( informal ) 3. a 
prison O He’s been in the nick for the last 
year. 4. □ in good nick in good condition 
(slang) O The car was in quite good nick so I 
bought it. ■ verb 1. to make a small cut in 
something O He nicked his finger with a ra¬ 
zor blade. 2. to steal O A group of young lads 
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who went around nicking things from the lo¬ 
cal shops. O Who's nicked my umbrella? 
nickel /'mk(3)l/ noun 1 . a metallic element, 
used in making special metal alloys O 
nickel-plated handlebars O We use an alloy 
of copper and nickel. 2. US and Canada a 
5-cent coin O Can you lend me a nickel? 
nickname /'nikneim/ noun a short or in¬ 
formal name given to someone O Her real 
name’s Henrietta, but everyone calls her by 
her nickname ‘Bobbles’. ■ verb to give a 
nickname to O He was nicknamed ‘Camel’ 
because of his big nose. 
nicotine /'mkstiin/ noun a harmful sub¬ 
stance in tobacco, also used for killing in¬ 
sects □ nicotine-stained fingers yellow 
fingers from smoking cigarettes 
(D niece /nils/ noun the daughter of a 
brother or sister 

nifty /'nifti/ adj 1. good, quick, and clever 
at doing something or using something 2. 
very good or effective 

niggle /'mg(o)l/ verb 1 . to criticise some¬ 
one or something in an annoying way 2. to be 
a cause of worry to somebody, especially in a 
small way over a long period of time ■ noun 
1 . a small or unimportant complaint, criti¬ 
cism, or disagreement 2. a small but continu¬ 
ing cause of worry 

niggling /'mg(9)lir)/ adj small and not very 
important 

nigh /nai/ adv near (old) 

(D night /nait/ noun 1. a part of the day 
when it is dark O It’s dangerous to walk 
alone in the streets at night. O Burglars got 
into the office during the night. O He is on 
night duty three days a week. O They ’re plan¬ 
ning to have a night out tomorrow. 2. a part 
of the day when it is dark and you sleep □ to 
have a bad night not to sleep well O We had 
a bad night - both the children have bad 
coughs. t owl 

nightclub /'naitkUb/ noun a club which is 
only open at night 

nightdress /'naitdres/ noun a long loose 
dress which you wear in bed (NOTE: usually 
called a nightie) 

nightfall /'naitfoil/ noun the time when 
night starts. Synonym dusk. Antonym 
daybreak 

nightgown /'nait.gaun/ noun a nightdress 
or nightshirt 

nightie /'naiti/ noun a nightdress ( infor¬ 
mal ) 

nightingale /'naitiggeil/ noun a small 
singing bird which sings at night 
night life /'nait laif/ noun entertainment in 
a town at night 

nightly /'naitli/ adv every night o Car 
thefts are a nightly occurrence around here. 


ninety 

nightmare /'naitmes/ noun 1. a very 
frightening dream O I had a nightmare that I 
was drowning. 2. an extremely unpleasant 
experience O The dinner party was a night¬ 
mare. O A nightmare journey across the 
desert. 

night owl /'nait aul/ noun a person who 
likes to stay up late, and does not get up early 
in the morning (informal). Compare early 
bird 

night Shift /'nait Jift/ noun a period of 
work which is worked during the night 
nightshirt /'naitjsit/ noun a piece of 
clothing like a long loose shirt for wearing in 
bed 

night-time /'nait taim/ noun a period 
when it is night 

nightwatchman /nait'wDtJman/ noun a 
man who guards a building at night 
® nil /ml/ noun nothing 
nimble /'nimbol/ adj able to move quickly. 
Synonym sprightly (NOTE: nimbler - 
nimblest) 

nimbly /'nimbli/ adv in an expert way 
© nine /nain/ noun number 9 O She’s nine 
(years old) tomorrow. O The shop opens at 9 
o ’clock. □ nine times out of ten very often. » 

dressed 

9/11 /, nain i'lev(o)n/ noun the events of 11 
September 2001, when terrorists flew aircraft 
into the two towers of the World Trade Cen¬ 
ter in New York, destroying them and caus¬ 
ing thousands of deaths 
999 /,nain nain 'nain/ noun a telephone 
number to call the emergency services in 
Britain O The firemen came quickly when we 
called 999. O The ambulance answered the 
999 call. 

911 /,nain WAn 'wui/ noun the telephone 
number used in the United States to call for 
police, fire, or ambulance emergency 
services 

® nineteen /,nain'ti:n/ noun number 19 o 
He’s nineteen (years old) tomorrow. □ the 
nineteen fifteen train the train leaving at 
19.15 □ in the f950s during the years 1950 
to 1959 □ the nineteen hundreds (f900s) 
the years from 1900 to 1999 
® nineteenth /nain'tiinO/, 1 9th adj, noun 
referring to 19 O It’s his nineteenth birthday 
tomorrow. O The nineteenth of August or Au¬ 
gust the nineteenth (August 19th). □ the 
nineteenth century the period from 1800 to 
1899 

® ninetieth /'naintiaB/, 90th adj, noun re¬ 
ferring to 90 

nine-to-five /.nain to 'faiv/ adj which ex¬ 
ists or is needed every day, e.g. at an office 
job, especially between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

® ninety /'namti/ noun number 90 o My 
old aunt will be ninety (years old) next week 


ninth 
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and her husband is ninety-two: they are both 
in their nineties. □ the (nineteen) nineties 
(1990s) the years from 1990 to 1999 
® ninth /nainO/, 9th adj, noun referring to 9 
□ the ninth century the period from 800 to 
899 AD 

nip /nip/ noun 1. a short sharp bite o The lit¬ 
tle dog gave him a nasty nip. 2. a small 
amount of alcohol O We sell whisky at £1 per 
nip. 3. □ there’s a nip in the air the air feels 
cold ■ verb 1. to squeeze sharply o We 
nipped off the end of the stalk to stop the 
plant growing any taller. O The crab nipped 
his thumb as he picked it up. ) bud 2. to bite 
sharply O The dog nipped the postman in the 
leg. 3. to go very quickly O I'll just nip round 
to the newsagent's and get the evening pa¬ 
per. O We ’ll nip down to the pub for a drink. 
(NOTE: nipping - nipped) 

© nipple /'mp(o)l/ noun 1. the darker part 
in the centre of a woman’s breast, through 
which the milk passes O She held the baby to 
her nipple. 2. a valve for greasing a machine 
O a grease nipple 

nippy /'nipi/ adj 1. cold o Put on your coat, 
it's quite nippy outside. 2. which goes fast O 
It’s a nippy little car. (NOTE: nippier - 
nippiest) 

nirvana /mo'vamo/ noun 1. a state of spir¬ 
itual enlightenment in religions such as Hin¬ 
duism, Buddhism and Jainism 2. a state of 
mind in which you feel extremely happy 
nit-picking /'nit .pikirj/ noun finding little 
things to criticise 

nitrate /'naitreit/ noun a chemical com¬ 
pound containing nitrogen and oxygen, exist¬ 
ing in all plants 

(D nitrogen /'naitrod39n/ noun an impor¬ 
tant gas which is essential for life, and which 
forms most of the atmosphere 
nitty-gritty /mti'griti/ noun the basic de¬ 
tails of an argument 

nitwit /'nitwit/ noun a stupid idiot ( insult ) 

<D no /nou/ adj, adv 1. showing the opposite 
of ‘yes’ O I asked my mother if we could bor¬ 
row her car but she said ‘no ’. O Do you want 
another cup of coffee? — No, thank you. 2. not 
any O There's no milk left in the fridge. O We 
live in a little village, and there's no post of¬ 
fice for miles around. O We had no reply to 
our fax. 3. □ no entry do not go in this way □ 
no exit do not go out this way □ no parking 
do not park □ no smoking do not smoke 4. 
not at all O My new kitchen knife is no 
sharper than the old one. O She no longer 
works here. O I’m no good at maths. 

(D no. /'nAmbo/ abbr number 
nobility /nou'biliti/ noun 1. all noble fami¬ 
lies, taken as a group O The king invited 
members of the nobility to the meeting. O The 
nobility fought hard to protect their privi¬ 


leges. 2. the quality of being extremely po¬ 
lite, being impressive and brave O The nobil¬ 
ity of his actions is not in doubt. (NOTE: no 
plural) 

noble /'noub(3)l/ noun a person of high 
rank O The nobles forced the king to sign the 
treaty. Synonym aristocrat. Antonym com¬ 
moner ■ adj 1. of high rank in society o She 
comes from a noble family - her father is an 
earl. 2. extremely polite or impressive O It 
was very noble of him to lend her his um¬ 
brella. O She did it for the noblest of reasons. 
nobleman /'n9ub(3)lmon/ noun a man of 
high rank. Synonym noble. Antonym com¬ 
moner (NOTE: The plural is noblemen.) 
noblewoman /'n9ub(3)lwumon/ noun a 
woman of high rank. Synonym noble. Ant¬ 
onym commoner (NOTE: The plural is no¬ 
blewomen.) 

(D nobody /'noubodi/ pron no one or no 
person O There was nobody in the cafe. O We 
met nobody on our way here. O Nobody 
wants to do her job. O You ’ll have to drive 
the bus - nobody else has a driving licence. 
■ noun an unimportant person o a committee 
packed with nobodies. Synonym nonentity 
no claims bonus /nou 'kleimz .bounos/ 
noun a reduced insurance premium because 
no claims have been made against the policy 
nocturnal /nDk't3:n(o)l/ adj 1. referring to 
the night O The nocturnal habits of the 
badger. 2. active at night □ nocturnal ani¬ 
mals animals which are active at night, and 
sleep during the day 

© nod /nod/ noun a little movement of the 
head up and down, meaning ‘yes’ O He gave 
me a nod as I came in. □ it went through on 
the nod it was accepted without any discus¬ 
sion ( informal ) u verb 1. to move the head 
slightly up and down, meaning ‘yes’ O When 
he asked her if she understood, she nodded 
(her head ). O He nodded to show his agree¬ 
ment. (NOTE: the opposite is to shake your 
head, meaning ‘no’.) 2. to move the head 
slightly up and down, to mean ‘hello’ or 
‘goodbye’ O She nodded at me as I went past. 
3. □ to nod off to go to sleep O She was nod- 
ding off in front of the television. 

(D node /noud/ noun 1. a small mass of tis¬ 
sue; group of nerve cells 2. a point where two 
lines cross 

nodule /'nodjuil/ noun a small lump or 
swelling 

Noel /nou'el/ noun (in carols and on cards) 
Christmas 

no-go area /,nou 'gou .eorio/ noun an 
area of a town where ordinary people or the 
police cannot go 

©noise /noiz / noun 1. a loud or unpleasant 
sound O Don’t make any noise - the guards 
might hear you. O The workmen are making 
such a lot of noise that we can’t use the tele- 
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phone. 2. sound in general O The baby made 
a little gurgling noise. O Is there anything the 
matter with the washing machine — it’s mak¬ 
ing a funny noise. O There was a noise of 
running water in the bathroom. O He woke 
up when he heard a noise in the kitchen. 
noiseless /'noizlos/ adj making no noise. 
Synonym soundless. Antonym noisy 
noiselessly /'noizlosli/ adv making no 
noise 

noise pollution /■ noiz p3,lu:J(9)n/ noun 
spoiling people’s enjoyment of the outdoors 
by making a lot of noise 
noisily /'noizili/ adv making a lot of noise 
(D noisy /'noizi/ adj which makes a lot of 
noise O A crowd of noisy little boys. O Unfor¬ 
tunately, the hotel overlooks a noisy cross¬ 
roads. O This lawn mower is noisier than our 
old one. (NOTE: noisier - noisiest) 
nomad /'noumaed/ noun a person who 
moves from place to place in a large area of 
land without settling in any one spot 
nomadic /nou'maedik/ adj 1. referring to 
nomads O Nomadic herdsmen wander across 
the plains with their cattle. 2. moving all the 
time O Families of diplomats lead a nomadic 
existence, moving from country to country. 
no-man’s-land /'nou masnz ,laend/ noun 
land between two countries or armies, which 
does not belong to either 
nominal /'nDmm(o)l/ adj 1 . in name, not in 
fact O He’s the nominal head of the company, 
but his secretary does all the work. O His ap¬ 
pointment as director is entirely nominal - I 
will continue to be in charge. 2. involving a 
small amount of money O We pay a nominal 
fee. O The subscription is really nominal. O 
We make a nominal charge for our services. 
nominally /'nDminfojli/ adv in name, not 
in fact 

nominate /'nomineit/ verb to suggest 
someone for a post 

© nomination /.nDmi'neiJXojn/ noun 1. 
the action of nominating O Her nomination 
to the board of directors. 2. a name which 
has been suggested O There are three nomi¬ 
nations for the post of secretary. 
nominee /.norni'nii/ noun a person who 
has been suggested for something such as a 
job. Synonym candidate 
non- Aron/ prefix not 

non-aggression /non o'greKojn/ noun a 
government’s policy of not attacking other 
countries 

non-alcoholic /,nDn gelko'holik/ adj not 
containing alcohol 

non-aligned /,non o'laind/ adj which is 
not on the side of a specific country or politi¬ 
cal party 


non-aligned state /.non o.laind 'steit/ 
noun a country which is not comiected to one 
of the powerful countries in the world 
nonchalance /'nonJXojlons/ noun the 
quality of being calm, not showing any ex¬ 
citement. Synonym indifference 
nonchalant /'nDnf(o)l3nt/ adj not show¬ 
ing any excitement or worry about anything. 
Synonym casual. Antonym concerned 
non-combatant /non 'kombotont/ noun 
1. a person who is not in the armed forces 
during a war 2. a chaplain, medical officer, or 
other member of the armed forces who does 
not take part in battle 

non-committal /.non ko'mitl/ adj not de¬ 
ciding on a definite course of action, not 
agreeing with either side in an argument 
nonconformist /.nDnkon'fmmist/ adj, 
noun not following the usual social conven¬ 
tions O His nonconformist attitude to staff re¬ 
lations. Antonym conformist 
non-count /'non kaunt/ noun same as 
uncount noun 

nondescript /'nondiskript/ adj very ordi¬ 
nary, without any special qualities 
(J) none ln\n/ pron 1 . not any o How many 
dogs have you got? — None. O Can you buy 
some milk, we've none left in the fridge? O A 
little money is better than none at all. □ her 
health is none too good it is not very good 2. 
not one O None of my friends smokes. O None 
of the group can speak Chinese. ■ adv not at 
all ( used with ‘the’ and comparative) o She 
seems none the better for her holiday. □ he 
was none the worse for his accident he was 
not at all hurt in the accident □ to be none 
the wiser to know no more about it than you 
did before O I read his report, and I’m still 
none the wiser. O His lengthy explanation left 
us none the wiser about how the system 
would work. 

nonentity /nD'nentiti/ noun a person who 
is completely unimportant. Synonym 

nobody 

nonetheless /.nAndo'les/ adv although a 
particular situation exists. Synonym 

however 

non-event /non I'vent/ noun an occasion 
or event which makes you feel disappointed 
because it is not as good as you expected 
nonexistent /.nomg'zistont/ adj which 
does not exist, which is not real 
non-fiction /non 'fikj’on/ noun books 
which are about real things, events or people, 
and are not stories (NOTE: no plural) 
non-flammable /non 'flaemob(3)l/ adj 
which does not bum easily 
non-intervention /non .into'venJXojn/ 
noun a decision or policy to avoid becoming 
involved in disagreements between two other 
people or countries 
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non-invasive /.non in'veiziv/ adj 1. 
which does not involve cutting open the pa¬ 
tient’s body 2. which does not spread 
throughout the body 

non-member /non 'membo/ noun not a 
member of a particular organisation 
no-no /'nou nou/ noun a thing which is not 
allowed ( informal ) 

no-nonsense /,nou 'nonsons/ adj sensi¬ 
ble, serious and honest. Antonym airy-fairy 
non-payment /non 'peimont/ noun a fail¬ 
ure to pay □ non-payment of a debt not pay¬ 
ing money which is owed 
nonplussed /mm'plAst/ adj confused 
non-profit /non 'profit/ adj not making a 
profit 

non-profit-making /non 'profit 
,meikir)/ adj which does make a profit, or is 
not allowed to make a profit (NOTE: The US 

term is non-profit.) 

non-proliferation /non pro.lifo'reiJXojn/ 
noun the practice of limiting the production 
or spread of something, especially nuclear 
weapons or other weapons of mass 
destruction 

nonrefundable /,nonri'fAnd9b(3)l/ adj 
for which payment cannot be given back 
non-renewable /non ri'nju:ob(9)l/ adj 1. 
(of fuel or energy) which exists only in lim¬ 
ited amounts 2. (of a contract) which cannot 
continue for a longer period than the original 
agreement 

non-resident /non 'rezid(o)nt/ adj who is 
not living in or not staying very long in a 
place O The hotel restaurant is open to 
non-residents. ■ noun a person who is not 
living in a place or not staying there very 
long 

(D nonsense /'nonsons/ noun silly ideas o 
I’m too fat - nonsense! O He talked a lot of 
nonsense. O It’s nonsense to expect people to 
pay money for that. (NOTE: no plural) 
nonsensical /nDn'sensik(o)l/ adj ex¬ 
tremely foolish. Synonym ridiculous. Ant¬ 
onym sensible 

non sequitur /.non 'sekwito/ noun a 
statement which appears to have no connec¬ 
tion to what was said immediately before it 
non-smoker /non 'smouko/ noun a per¬ 
son who does not smoke 
non-smoking /non 'smoukir)/ adj where 
smoking is not allowed 
non-standard /non 'stsendod/ adj not 
meeting the requirements of an accepted 
standard 

nonstarter /non'staito/ noun 1. a horse 
which is not ready to start at the beginning of 
a race 2. a project or plan which is never go¬ 
ing to be accepted 

non-stick /,nDn 'stik/ adj with a surface 
which prevents food sticking to it 


non-stop /,nDn 'stop/ adj which does not 
stop O a non-stop train to Paris O They took 
a non-stop flight to Australia. O All our 
flights to Toronto are non-stop. ■ adv with¬ 
out stopping O The planes flies to Hong Kong 
non-stop. O They worked non-stop to finish 
the job on time. 

non-violent /non 'vaiolont/ adj with no 
violence 

noodles /'nu:d(o)lz/ plural noun long flat 
pieces of pasta O I ordered spicy meatballs 
with noodles. O We started with chicken noo¬ 
dle soup. 

nook /nuk/ noun a small hiding place □ in 
every nook and cranny in every little hole 
and comer O We looked in every nook and 
cranny for the missing ring. 
noon /nu:n/ noun twelve o’clock in the 
middle of the day. Synonym midday 
® no one /'nou WAn/ pron no person o You 
can go to the bathroom - there’s no one 
there. O We met no one we knew. O No one 
here takes sugar in their tea. O No one else 
has a driving licence so you ’ll have to be the 
driver. 

noose /nu:s/ noun a circle in a piece of 
rope which becomes tight as you pull on it 
nope /noup/ interj no O Any luck? - Nope! 

(D nor /no:/ conj and not o I did not meet 
him that year nor in subsequent years. O I 
never went there again, nor did my wife. O / 
don’t want to go - nor me! t neither 
Nordic /'noidik/ adj referring to the people 
of Scandinavia 

(D norm /no:m/ noun the standard. Ant¬ 
onym exception □ to become the norm to 

become usual, what everybody does 
® normal /'no:m(o)l/ adj usual or expected 
O We hope to resume normal service as soon 
as possible. O Look at the rain - it’s just a 
normal British summer. O What’s the size of 
a normal swimming pool? O At her age, it’s 
only normal for her to want to go to parties. 
Synonym usual. Antonym abnormal 
normalcy /'no:m(o)lsi/ noun the normal 
state of things 

normalisation /.noimolai'zeiJXojn/, nor¬ 
malization noun making something normal 
again after it has been badly affected by 
something such as a war. Antonym 

deviation 

normalise /'noimolaiz/, normalize verb 
to make normal again. Synonym regularise. 
Antonym destabilise 

normality /noi'masliti/ noun the fact of be¬ 
ing normal 

® normally /'no:m(o)li/ adv usually o The 
bus is normally late. O She doesn’t normally 
drink wine. 

Norman /'noimon/ adj 1. referring to the 
people from Normandy who conquered Eng- 
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land in 1066 O After the Norman conquest, 
French became widely spoken in England. O 
Norman architecture is heavy with round 
arches and thick pillars. 2. referring to Nor¬ 
mandy, the northern part of France ■ noun a 
person from Normandy o William the Con¬ 
queror and the Normans invaded England in 
1066. 

Norse /no:s/ adj referring to ancient Nor¬ 
way or Scandinavia 

(D north /no:0/ noun a direction to your left 
when you are facing the direction where the 
sun rises O There will be snow in the north of 
the country. O It’s cold when the wind blows 
from the north. ■ adj referring to the north O 
We went on holiday to the north coast of 
Scotland. O The north side of our house 
never gets any sun. O When the north wind 
blows, you can expect snow. ■ adv towards 
the north o They were travelling north at the 
time. O Go north for three miles and then 
you ’ll see the road to London. O Our office 
windows face north. 

northbound /'noiObaund/ adj travelling 
towards the north 

(D north-east /,no:0 'iist/ adv in a direc¬ 
tion between north and east O They were 
travelling north-east at the time. O Go 
north-east for three miles and then you’ll 
come to our village. O Our office windows 
face north-east. ■ noun a part of country to 
the north and east O The North-East of Eng¬ 
land will have snow showers, o It’s cold 
when the wind blows from the north-east. 
north-easterly /no:0 'iistoli/ adj 1. in or 
towards the north-east 2. (of wind direction) 
which blows from the north-east ■ noun a 
wind which blows from the north-east 
north-eastern /,no:0 'iiston/ adj referring 
to the north-east 

northerly /'noidoli/ adj in, to or from the 
north O A strong northerly wind will bring 
snow. ■ noun a wind from the north o The 
coast is battered by northerlies for most of 
the year. 

© northern /'no:d(3)n/ adj referring to the 
north O Northern countries have more rain. 
O They live in the northern part of the 
country. 

northerner /'no:d(9)no/ noun a person 
who lives in or comes from the north 

northern hemisphere /,no:d(o)n ,hemi- 
'sfio/ noun the northern half of the Earth 
northernmost /'no:d(3)nmoust/ adj 
which is furthest north 

North Pole /'no:0 'poul/ noun the furthest 
point at the north of the earth 
northward /'no:0wod/ adj towards the 
north 

northwards /'no:0wodz/ adv towards the 
north 


© north-west /,no:0 'west/ adv in a direc¬ 
tion between west and north O They were 
travelling north-west at the time. O Go 
north-west for a few miles and then you’ll 
come to our house. ■ noun a part of the 
country to the north and west O The 
North-West of England is wetter than the east 
coast. O We can expect rain when the wind 
blows from the north-west. O The old castle 
stood to the north-west of the cathedral. 
north-westerly /no:0 'westoli/ adj 1. in 
or towards the north-west 2. (of wind direc¬ 
tion) which blows from the north-west ■ 
noun a wind which blows from the 
north-west 

north-western /,no:0 'weston/ adj refer¬ 
ring to the north-west 

(T) Norwegian /no:'wi:d 3 on/ adj referring 
to Norway O Ibsen was the most famous Nor¬ 
wegian author. ■ noun 1. a person from Nor¬ 
way O The Norwegians have a vety large 
fishing fleet. 2. the language spoken in Nor¬ 
way O Norwegian is similar in many ways to 
Swedish. 

(D nose /nouz/ noun 1. a part of the head 
which you breathe through and smell with O 
Dogs have wet noses. O He has a cold, and 
his nose is red. O She’s got flu - her nose is 
running. O Don’t wipe your nose on your 
sleeve, use a tissue. □ to blow your nose to 
blow air through your nose into a handker¬ 
chief to remove liquid from your nose □ to 
speak through your nose to talk as if your 
nose is blocked, so that you say ‘b’ rather 
than ‘m’ and ‘d’ rather than ‘n’ □ to look 
down your nose at something to look at 
something as if you don’t think it is very 
good O She’s got a degree and looks down 
her nose at the other secretaries. □ to pay 
through the nose for something to pay far 
more for something than you should O He 
paid through the nose for his ticket to Hong 
Kong because it was the only seat left. □ un¬ 
der his very nose right in front of him O / 
did it under his very nose and he didn’t no¬ 
tice a thing. □ to turn your nose up at 
something to show that you do not feel 
something is good enough for you O It’s a 
marvellous deal, I don’t see why you should 
turn your nose up at it. 2. the front part of a 
vehicle O Cars were jammed nose to tail 
along the motorway. O The plane crashed 
with its nose in the ground. ■ verb 1. □ to 
nose about, to nose around to look or to 
search in a place (informal) o What are you 
doing nosing around in my papers? O I don’t 
like people nosing about in the office safe. 2. 
(of a boat) to go in gently o The boat slowly 
nosed into the harbour. 
nosebleed /'nouzbliid/ noun blood com¬ 
ing from the nose 


nosedive 


571 


notice 


nosedive /'nouzdaiv/ noun (of something 
flying) a steep movement downwards ■ verb 
to move down steeply and quickly o The 
birds nosedived towards the fish. 
nostalgia /nD'sta 2 ld 3 o/ noun a sad feeling 
of wanting things to be the same as they were 
in the past 

nostalgic /no'stasldsik/ adj referring to 
nostalgia. Synonym sentimental 
nostril /'nostril/ noun one of two holes in 
your nose, which you breathe through 
(D not /not/ advused with verbs to show the 
negative O A service charge is not included. 
O It isn’t there. O She can’t come. O He 
didn’t want any meat. O We couldn’t go 
home because of the fog. O Don’t you like 
coffee? □ not...either and not...also o She 
doesn’t eat meat, and she doesn’t eat fish ei¬ 
ther. O It wasn’t hot, but it wasn’t very cold 
either. (NOTE: not is often shortened to n’t 
and joined onto an auxiliary verb, for exam¬ 
ple is not becomes isn’t.) O not exactly 
/nDt ig'zasktli/ 1. not to the greatest possible 
extent O Was it a disaster? - Not exactly a 
disaster, but it didn ’t go very well. O It’s not 
exactly the colour I wanted. 2. used for 
emphasising a negative O He’s not exactly 
pleased at having to pay out so much money. 
notable /'n9Utob(3)l/ adj which is worth 
noticing O It was a notable achievement. O 
She was notable by her absence. O The town 
is notable for its currant cakes. Synonym 
noteworthy. Antonym insignificant ■ 
noun an important person O a meeting of lo¬ 
cal notables 

(3) notably /'noutobli/ adv 1. especially o 
Some Western countries, notably Canada 
and the United States, have a very high stan¬ 
dard of living. 2. in a way that is easily no¬ 
ticed O The food was notably better than the 
last time we ate there. 

notation /nou'teiJ‘(3)n/ noun a system of 
symbols used to show notes in music, or to 
show signs used in mathematics 
notch /nDtJ/ noun a small V-shaped cut o 
He cut two notches in the stick with his pen¬ 
knife. (NOTE: The plural is notches.) ■ verb 
1. to mark with a notch O The stick was 
notched in several places. 2. □ to notch up 
to score, to make a number O She’s notched 
up 25 years with the company. O He notched 
up twenty runs in twenty minutes. 

S> note /nout/ noun 1. a few words in writ¬ 
ing to remind yourself of something o She 
made a few notes before she gave her speech. 
O She made a note of what she needed to buy 
before she went to the supermarket. □ to take 
note of to pay attention to O We have to take 
note of public opinion. 2. a short message O 
She left a note for the managing director with 
his secretary. O He wrote me a note to say he 
couldn’t come. 3. a piece of paper money O / 


tried to pay with a ten-pound note. (NOTE: 
The US term is bill.) 4. a musical sound or a 
written sign meaning a musical sound O He 
can’t sing high notes. 5. a key on a piano O 
She played a tune, using only the black notes 
on the piano. 6. further explanations about a 
text O The notes are at the back of the book. 
■ verb 1. to write down something in a few 
words O The policeman noted in his note¬ 
book all the details of the accident. 2. to take 
notice of O Please note that our prices were 
raised on January 1st. 

notebook /'noutbuk/ noun 1. a small book 
for making notes O The policeman wrote 
down the details in his notebook. 2. a very 
small computer which you can carry around 
with you 

(§> noted /'noutid/ adj famous. Synonym 

renowned 

notepad /'noutpasd/ noun 1 . a block of pa¬ 
per for writing notes O I took a notepad to jot 
down any interesting points from the lecture. 
Also called memo pad 2. (in computing) a 
part of the screen used to store information 
even if the terminal is switched off o Use the 
notepad to make changes to your file. 

(D notepaper /'noutpeipo/ noun 1. a paper 
for writing letters O It must be an official or¬ 
der, it’s written on the company’s headed 
notepaper. O You’ll find some notepaper in 
the hotel bedroom. 2. US paper for writing 
rough notes on (NOTE: no plural: some note- 
paper, a piece of notepaper) 
noteworthy /'noutW3:di/ adj worth notic¬ 
ing because it is interesting or special. Ant¬ 
onym insignificant 

(D nothing /'nA0ir)/ pron 1. not anything o 
There’s nothing interesting on TV. O She said 
nothing about what she had seen. O There’s 
nothing more we can do. □ nothing but the 
best only the best □ he’s nothing like his fa¬ 
ther he is not at all like his father □ nothing 
much happened not very much happened □ 
he has nothing left in the bank no money 
left □ for nothing free, without having to pay 
O We’re friends of the woman running the 
show and she got us in for nothing. 2. □ to 
think nothing of doing something to do 
something easily O He thinks nothing of cy¬ 
cling ten miles to work. □ to have nothing to 
do with not to be connected with, not to be¬ 
come involved in O I will have nothing to do 
with that gang. □ it’s nothing to do with you 
it doesn’t concern you □ nothing doing! I 
won’t do it (informal) 

(D notice /'noutis/ noun 1. a piece of writ¬ 
ing giving information, usually put in a place 
where everyone can see it O He pinned up a 
notice about the staff tennis match. 2. an offi¬ 
cial warning that something has to be done, 
that something is going to happen O They 
gave us five minutes ’ notice to leave the of- 
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fice. O If you want to resign, you have to give 
a month’s notice. O The train times were 
changed without notice. □ until further no¬ 
tice until different instructions are given O 
You must pay £200 on the 30th of each month 
until further notice. □ at short notice with 
very little warning O It had to be done at 
short notice. O The bank manager will not 
see anyone at such short notice. 3. attention 
O It has been brought to my notice that stu¬ 
dents have been going into town at lunch¬ 
time. □ take no notice of what the 
policeman says pay no attention to what he 
says, don’t worry about what he says ■ verb 
to see; to take note of O I wore one blue and 
one white sock all day and nobody noticed. O 
I didn ’t notice you had come in. O Did you 
notice if John was sitting next to Sarah? 

<D noticeable / l noutis3b(9)l/ adj which is 
easily noticed. Synonym obvious. Antonym 
inconspicuous 

noticeably /'noutisobli/ adv obviously, 
clearly 

noticeboard /'noutisboid/ noun a board 
which is fixed to a wall, on which notices can 
be attached (NOTE: The US term is bulletin 
board.) 

notifiable /'noutifai3b(9)l/ adj which 
should be reported officially 
notification /.noutifi'keiJXojn/ noun the 
act of informing someone. Synonym 

announcement 

notify /'noutifai/ verb □ to notify someone 
of something to tell someone something for¬ 
mally O They were notified of the arrival of 
the shipment. O The local doctor notified the 
Health Service of the case of cholera. 

(D notion /'nouJ(3)n/ noun an idea o She 
has this strange notion that she ought to be a 
TV star. 

notional /'nouJ(o)n(o)l/ adj assumed to be 
correct for the purposes of making a 
calculation 

notoriety /.nouto'raioti/ noun a bad repu¬ 
tation. Synonym disrepute 
notorious /nou'toirios/ adj well known for 
something bad ( archaic ) 
notoriously /nou'toiriosli/ adv in a noto¬ 
rious way. Synonym particularly 
notwithstanding /.notwid'stasndir)/ 
adv, prep although a particular situation ex¬ 
ists O The case proceeded notwithstanding 
the objections of the defendant or the defen¬ 
dant’s objections notwithstanding. (NOTE: It 
can be used before or after a noun.) 
nougat /'nuiga:/ noun a type of white 
sweet made with nuts, honey and the white 
parts of eggs 

nought /no:t/ noun a zero O One million 
can be written as ‘lm ’ or as one and six 
noughts. (NOTE: nought is more common in 


British English; in US English, zero is more 
usual.) 

noughts and crosses /,no:ts on 
'krDSiz/ noun a game where each player puts 
either a zero or a cross on a grid, the first to 
get three in a row is the winner (NOTE: The 
US term is tic-tac-toe.) 

(D noun /naun/ noun (in grammar) a word 
which can be the subject or object of a verb 
and is used to refer to a person, thing or ani¬ 
mal O Nouns such as ‘brick ’ and ‘elephant ’. 
O In ‘the cat caught a mouse’, ‘cat’ and 
‘mouse ’ are both nouns. 
noun phrase /naun freiz/ noun a word or 
group of which is used in the same way as a 
noun, e.g. as the subject, object, or topic, in a 
sentence 

nourish /'nAnJV verb 1. to give food to 
someone O All the children look very well 
nourished. 2. to keep things such as ideas or 
hopes alive O The news nourished their 
hopes that their son might still be alive. 
nourishing /'nAriJig/ adj which provides 
people, animals, or plants with the substances 
they need to live, grow and remain fit and 
healthy 

nourishment /'nAriJmont/ noun 1. food 
which nourishes, such as proteins, fats or vi¬ 
tamins O As a result of poor nourishment 
they were all weak and underweight. O Is 
there enough nourishment in a diet that con¬ 
sists solely of salads? 2. food in general O 
She just lies in bed and refuses to take any 
nourishment. (NOTE: no plural) 

<D novel /'nDv(o)l/ noun a long story with 
imaginary characters and events O ‘Pickwick 
Papers ’ was Dickens ’ first major novel. ■ 
adj new o Being in New York is a novel expe¬ 
rience for me. 

novelist /'nDv(o)list/ noun a person who 
writes novels. Synonym writer 
<D novelty /'nDv(o)lti/ noun 1. a new thing 
you have not experienced before O Flying in 
a plane is still a novelty for them. (NOTE: no 
plural) 2. the fact of being new O The novelty 
of the new job soon wore off. (NOTE: no plu¬ 
ral) 3. an unusual little object, usually with 
no practical use O Small shops selling novel¬ 
ties and souvenirs. (NOTE: The plural in this 
meaning is novelties.) 

(D November /nou'vembo/ noun the elev¬ 
enth month of the year, the month after Octo¬ 
ber and before December O November 5 O 
Today is November 5th. O She was born in 
November. O We never go on holiday in No¬ 
vember. (NOTE: November 5th or Novem¬ 
ber 5: say ‘November the fifth’ or ‘the fifth of 
November’ or in US English: ‘November 
fifth’.) 

novice /'novis/ noun 1. a person who is not 
experienced or skilful, e.g. in a job or sport. 
O He’s still a novice at rowing. O We send 
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novice sales staff out with an experienced rep 
to learn the ropes. 2. a person who is prepar¬ 
ing to become a monk or nun O Sister Agnes 
is in charge of the novices. 

CD now /nau/ adv at this point in time O / 
can hear a train coming now. O Please can 
we go home now? O The flight is only two 
hours - he ought to be in Berlin by now. O 
Now’s the best time for going skiing. O A 
week from now we ’ll be sitting on the beach. 
□ now and then from time to time, not con¬ 
tinuously □ until now, up to now until this 
point in time O Until now, I’ve never had to 
see a doctor. ■ conj □ now that since, be¬ 
cause O Now that I’ve got my driving licence, 
I can buy a car. O Now that you mention it, I 
do remember having a phone call from him 
last week. ■ interj 1. showing a warning o 
Now then, don’t be rude to the teacher! O 
Come on now, work hard! O Now, now! No¬ 
body wants to hear you crying. 2. attracting 
someone’s attention O Now, everyone, let’s 
begin the meeting. 

(D nowadays /'nausdeiz/ adv at the pres¬ 
ent time O Nowadays lots of people go to 
Spain on holiday. O The traffic is so bad 
nowadays that it takes us an hour to drive to 
Piccadilly Circus. Antonym formerly 
(D nowhere /'nsuwea/ adv 1. not in or to 
any place O My wallet was nowhere to be 
found. O Where are you going? - Nowhere. 
O There is nowhere else for them to live. □ to 
get nowhere to be unsuccessful O I rang six 
shops to try and find a spare part, but got no¬ 
where. □ to be getting nowhere not to have 
any success O I’m getting nowhere with my 
research. 2. □ nowhere near not at all o The 
work is nowhere near finished. O He has no¬ 
where near done all his homework. 
no-win situation /nou win/ noun a situa¬ 
tion in which you are likely to fail or suffer, 
whatever you do 

noxious /'nokjos/ adj harmful or 
poisonous 

nozzle /'nDz(o)l/ noun a fitting at the end of 
a pipe which controls the flow of liquid 
n/s abbr non smoker 

nuance /'njuiDns/ noun a slight shade of 
meaning 

® nuclear /'njuiklio/ adj referring to en¬ 
ergy from atomic particles O a nuclear power 
station 

nuclear family /.njuiklis 'faem(3)li/ noun 
a family consisting simply of parents and 
children, t extended family 
® nuclear power ^njuiklb 'pauo/ noun 
electricity produced by a nuclear power 
station 

nuclear reactor /.njuiklio ri'aekto/ noun 
a machine which creates heat and energy by 
starting and controlling atomic fission 


numb 

nuclear waste /.njuiklio 'weist/ noun ra¬ 
dioactive waste from a nuclear reactor 
(D nucleus /'njuiklias/ noun 1. the central 
part of an atom, formed of neutrons and pro¬ 
tons O Electrons orbit the nucleus of the 
atom. 2. the central body in a cell, containing 
DNA and RNA, and controlling the way that 
the cell works O First the nucleus divides, 
then the whole cell splits in two. 3. a centre 
around which something gathers O The six 
experienced players form the nucleus of the 
new team. (NOTE: The plural is nuclei 
/'njuikliai/.) 

nude /njuid/ noun 1 . a person who is not 
wearing any clothes O a portrait of a nude 2. 
a painting of a nude, often a woman O an ex¬ 
hibition of Manet’s nudes 3. □ in the nude 
wearing no clothes O They went swimming in 
the nude. ■ adj wearing no clothes O Nude 
sunbathing is allowed on some beaches. O 
Would you be willing to appear nude on 
stage? Antonym clothed 
nudge /nAd 3 / noun a little push, usually 
with the elbow O She gave me a nudge to 
wake me up. Synonym prod ■ verb to give a 
little push, usually with the elbow O He 
nudged me when it was my turn to speak. □ 
to give someone a nudge to try to get some¬ 
one to do something O He’s late with his 
work - better give him a nudge. 
nudism /'nju:diz(o)m/ noun a belief in the 
physical and mental advantages of not wear¬ 
ing any clothes 

nudist /'njuidist/ adj, noun a person who 
does not wear clothes 

nudity /'njuiditi/ noun nakedness (NOTE: 
no plural) 

nugget /'nAgit/ noun 1. a lump of gold in 
its natural state 2. a little lump of food fried 
with others O chicken nuggets □ nugget of 
information a piece of useful information 
d) nuisance /'nju:s(9)ns/ noun a thing 
which annoys. Synonym irritation 
nuke /njuik/ verb to attack with nuclear 
weapons ■ noun a nuclear weapon 
null /uaV adj not valid □ null and void 
without legal effect O The contact was de¬ 
clared null and void. 

nullify /'nAlifai/ verb 1 . to make something 
no longer legal or official O This new amend¬ 
ment to the contract will nullify the condi¬ 
tions we have just agreed. O It nullified all 
our attempts at negotiation. 2. to make use¬ 
less O His speech has nullified all our at¬ 
tempts at negotiation. 

numb /nAm/ adj which has no feeling o The 
tips of his fingers went numb. O His hands 
were numb with cold. ■ verb to remove feel¬ 
ing O The doctor gave him an injection to 
numb the pain. Synonym deaden 
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® number /'nAmbo/ noun 1. a figure o 13 
is not a lucky number. O They live on the op¬ 
posite side of road at number 49. O Can you 
give me your telephone number? O A number 
6 bus goes to Oxford Street. O Please quote 
your account number. 2. a quantity of people 
or things O The number of tickets sold was 
disappointing. O A large number of children 
or large numbers of children will be sitting 
the exam. O There were only a small number 
of people at the meeting. □ a number of 
times often O I’ve seen that film a number of 
times. □ any number of times very often o 
I’ve been to France any number of times. O 
She could take her driving test any number of 
times but she still wouldn’tpass it. 3. an issue 
of a magazine or newspaper O We keep back 
numbers of magazines for six months and 
then throw them away. 4. a piece of music or 
a song O She played a selection of numbers 
by Noel Coward. ■ verb 1. to give something 
a number O The raffle tickets are numbered 1 
to 1000. O I refer to our invoices numbered 
234 and 235. O All the seats are clearly num¬ 
bered. □ his days are numbered he has not 
much time left to live 2. to count O Visitors 
to the exhibition numbered several thousand. 
O He numbers among the most important 
writers of the 20 th century. 
number one /.nAmbo 'won/ adj most im¬ 
portant O Pollution is the number one issue 
at the election. ■ noun 1. yourself, your own 
interests □ he always remembers to look af¬ 
ter number one he always thinks of his own 
interests first 2. the most important thing or 
person O His latest single is number one in 
the charts. O She’s number one in the 
organisation. 

(D number plate /'nAmbo pleit/ noun one 
of two signs fixed on the front and back of a 
vehicle which shows the official number of 
the vehicle (NOTE: The US term is license 
plate.) 

numbing /'nAmiq/ adj 1. causing a lack of 
feeling in a part of the body 2. temporarily 
taking away somebody’s ability to feel or 
think, e.g. as a result of shock 
numbness /'nAmnos/ noun having no 
feeling 

numeracy /'nju:m(o)r3si/ noun the ability 
to work with numbers 

numeral /'nju:m(9)r9l/ noun a written sign 
representing a number 

numerate / l nju:m(o)rot/ adj able to work 
with numbers 

numerically /njui'menkli/ adv by 
numbers 

numerical superiority /nju:.merino)! 
su.piori'oroti/ noun the fact of existing in 
greater amounts or numbers than others 


nutmeg 

(D numerous /'nju:m(o)r9s/ adj very 
many O He has been fined for speeding on 
numerous occasions. Antonym few 
nun /nAn/ noun a woman member of a reli¬ 
gious order (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
none. Note: the equivalent men are 
monks.) 

(D nurse /n3is/ noun a person who looks af¬ 
ter sick people ( woman or man) o She has a 
job as a nurse in the local hospital. ■ verb 1. 
to look after people who are ill O When she 
fell ill her daughter nursed her until she was 
better. 2. to be ill with something O He’s sit¬ 
ting in bed nursing his cold. O She came back 
from her holiday nursing a broken arm. 3. □ 
to nurse a grudge to have a secret feeling of 
not liking someone, especially because of 
something which they did in the past o He 
has been nursing a grudge against his boss 
for the last six years. 

nursery /'n3:s(o)ri/ noun 1. a school for 
very young children O My sister went to a 
nursery every day from the age of 18 months. 
2 . a place where young plants are grown and 
sold O Buy some plants from the nursery. 
(NOTE: The plural is nurseries.) 
nursery rhyme /'n3:s(3)ri raim/ noun a 
little piece of poetry for children 
nursery school /'n3:s(3)ri skuil/ noun a 
school for very small children, for children 
under five years old 

nursery slopes /'n3:s(3)ri sloups/ plural 
noun a gentle slope on a mountain where you 
learn to ski 

nursing /'n3isiq/ noun the profession of 
being a nurse O She decided to go in for nurs¬ 
ing. O Have you considered nursing as a ca¬ 
reer? ■ adj referring to the job of looking 
after sick people 

(D nursing home /’n3:sir) houm/ noun a 
small private hospital 

nurture /'n3:tJo/ verb to care for children, 
plants or ideas and encourage them to 
develop 

<D nut InAtl noun 1. the fruit of a tree, with a 
hard shell □ to crack nuts to break the shells 
of nuts to get at the fruit inside O He cracked 
the nuts with his teeth. 2 . a metal ring which 
screws on a bolt to hold it tight O Screw the 
nut on tightly. □ the nuts and bolts of some¬ 
thing the main details of something (infor¬ 
mal) O You’ll need to master the nuts and 
bolts of the stock market before going to 
work in the city, t nuts 
nutcracker /'nAt.krasko/ noun a bird that 
eats pine nuts 

nutmeg /'nAtmeg/ noun a hard round seed 
of a tropical tree, grated and used as a fla¬ 
vouring in food 
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nutrient /'njuitriont/ noun a substance in 
food which encourages the growth of living 
things 

nutrition /nju:'tnf(3)n/ noun 1 . the way in 
which food affects health O A scheme to im¬ 
prove nutrition in the poorer areas. 2. the 
study of food O We are studying nutrition as 
part of the food science course. 
nutritional /nju:'triJ(o)nol/ adj referring 
to nutrition. Synonym nutritious 
nutritionist /nju:'triJ(o)nist/ noun a per¬ 
son who is an expert in the study of nutrition 
and who advises people about what to eat in 
order to be healthy 

nutritious /njui'trijos/ adj valuable as 
food 

<S> nuts /nAts/ adj crazy ( informal ) □ nuts 
about someone or something very keen on 
someone or something O He’s nuts about old 
cars. □ to drive someone nuts to make 
someone crazy O I wish they 'd turn the music 
down - it’s driving me nuts. 
nutshell /'nAtJel/ noun the hard outside 
part of a nut. Synonym husk □ in a nutshell 
as concisely as possible O It’s a long and 
complicated story, but, in a nutshell, he left 
his wife and set fire to the house. 


nymphomaniac 

nutter /'nAts/ noun a person who other peo¬ 
ple think is extremely strange or crazy ( offen¬ 
sive informal) 

nutty /'nAti/ adj 1. full of nuts O a nutty 
chocolate bar 2. crazy O He’s a typical nutty 
professor. O I think it’s a bit of a nutty idea 
myself. □ nutty about someone or some¬ 
thing mad about someone or something O 
He’s completely nutty about steam trains. □ 
she’s as nutty as a fruitcake she’s com¬ 
pletely mad 

nuzzle /'nAz(o)l/ verb to press your nose up 
to 

NW abbr north west 

(D nylon /'nailon/ noun a type of strong ar¬ 
tificial material used to make things such as 
clothing or sheets 

nymph /nimf/ noun 1 . a young insect at the 
stage in its development between the larva 
and the adult O Dragonfly nymphs were 
skimming across the surface of the lake. 2. a 
goddess of woods and streams O In ancient 
time, nymphs were thought to live in lakes, 
rivers and woods. 

nymphomaniac /.mmfo'meiniask/ noun 
an offensive word for a woman who is al¬ 
ways thinking about sex or wanting to have 
sex 


o 


O /ou/, O noun fifteenth letter of the alpha¬ 
bet, between N and P 

(D oak /ouk/ noun 1. a type of large tree 
which loses its leaves in winter O a forest of 
oak trees O Oaks produce thousands of 
acorns each year. 2. wood from this tree O 
an oak table 

OAP abbr old age pensioner 
oar hi/ noun a long wooden pole with a flat 
part at the end, used for moving a boat along 
□ to stick your oar in to get involved in a 
situation where you are not wanted ( infor¬ 
mal) 

oasis /ou'eisis/ noun 1 . a place in the 
desert where there is water, and where plants 
grow O After crossing the desert for days 
they finally arrived at an oasis. 2. a quiet 
pleasant place which is different from every¬ 
thing else around it O Golden Square is an 
oasis of calm in the middle of London’s West 
End. (NOTE: The plural is oases /ou'eisiiz/.) 
d> oath huQI noun 1. a serious legal prom¬ 
ise that someone will say or write only what 
is true O All the members of the jury have to 
take an oath. O The lords swore an oath of 
allegiance to the king. □ he was on oath or 
under oath he had promised in court to say 
what was true O He was accused of lying to 
the court when he was under or on oath. 2. a 
swear word O As the police grabbed him, he 
let out a long string of oaths. (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is oaths /oudz/.) 

oatmeal /'outmiil/ noun small rough 
pieces of crushed oats, used especially to 
make porridge (NOTE: no plural: some oat¬ 
meal] two ounces of oatmeal) 

(D oats /outs/ noun 1. a cereal plant which 
produces a grain used as food O The farmer 
has decided to grow oats in this field this 
year. 2. □ to sow your wild oats to behave in 
a wild way when young 
obdurate /'obdjurot/ adj determined not 
to change your mind or to listen to other peo¬ 
ple’s views 

obedience /o'bhdions/ noun the fact of 
being obedient, doing what someone tells 
you to do. Synonym compliance. Antonym 
disobedience 


obedient /o'bhdiont/ adj doing what you 
are told to do. Synonym compliant. Ant¬ 
onym disobedient 

obediently /o'biidiontli/ adv in an obedi¬ 
ent way 

obese /ou'biis/ adj much too fat or too 
heavy. Synonym fat. Antonym underweight 
obesity /ou'biisiti/ noun the medical con¬ 
dition of being extremely fat 
(D obey /a'bei/ verb to do what someone 
tells you to do O If you can’t obey orders you 
shouldn’t be a policeman. O Everyone must 
obey the law. Antonym disobey 
obituary /o'bitjuori/ noun a written ac¬ 
count of someone’s life, published after his 
or her death. Synonym tribute 
(D object noun I'obd^iktl 1. a thing o They 
thought they saw a strange object in the sky. 
2. (in grammar) an aim o Their object is to 
take control of the radio station. 3. a noun, 
pronoun or phrase which follows directly 
from a verb or preposition O In the phrase 
‘the cat caught the mouse the word ‘mouse ’ 
is the object of the verb ‘caught ’. 4. □ money 
is no object money is not a problem o 
Money is no object to them - they’re very 
wealthy. ■ verb /ob'd 3 ekt/ to say why you 
refuse to agree O He objected that the pay 
was too low. 

(D objection /ob'dsekfon/ noun a reason 
for refusing to agree to O Do you have any 
objection to me smoking? O Any objections 
to the plan? □ to raise an objection to some¬ 
thing to object to something O She raised 
several objections to the proposal. 
objectionable /3b'd3ekj3nob(9)l/ adj 1. 
which people do not approve of O He has 
some really objectionable habits. 2. ( espe¬ 
cially of person) very unpleasant 
(D objective /ob'd 3 ektiv/ adj considering 
things from a general point of view and not 
from your own O You must be objective when 
planning the future of your business. Ant¬ 
onym subjective ■ noun an aim or an object 
which you are aiming at O Our long-term ob¬ 
jective is to make the company financially 
sound. O The company has achieved its main 
objectives. 


objectively 

objectively /ab'dgektivli/ adv in an ob¬ 
jective way, without being influenced by 
your own feelings 

objectivity /,Dbd 3 ek'tiviti/ noun the fact 
of being objective. Synonym impartiality. 
Antonym subjectivity 
objector /ob'dgekto/ noun a person who 
objects 

obligated /'obligeitid/ adj under an obli¬ 
gation to somebody for a favour 
d> obligation /,Dbli'geiJ(3)n/ noun 1. legal 
debt □ to meet your obligations to pay your 
debts O He cannot meet his obligations. 2. 
the duty to do something O You have an obli¬ 
gation to attend the meeting. □ to be under 
an obligation to someone to feel morally 
obliged to help someone O She felt under an 
obligation to look after her friend’s cat. □ 
two weeks’ free trial without obligation the 
customer can try something at home for two 
weeks without having to buy it at the end of 
the trial 

obligatory /o'bligotCojri/ adj which has to 
be done according to rules or laws 
<D oblige verb 1. to force some¬ 

one to do something o He was obliged to 
hand the money back. 2. □ to feel obliged to 
do something to feel it is your duty to do 
something O He felt obliged to study medi¬ 
cine at university because his father was a 
doctor. 3. to do something useful or helpful 
O He wanted to oblige you by weeding your 
garden for you. 4. □ to be obliged to some¬ 
one to be grateful to someone for having 
done something (formal ) O Thank you - I’m 
much obliged to you for your help. O I’d be 
obliged if you could shut the window. 
obliging /9'blaid3ig/ adj ready to help. 
Synonym helpful. Antonym unhelpful 
obligingly /ob'laid 3 iijli/ adv in an oblig¬ 
ing way 

oblique /o'bliik/ adj 1. not meeting some¬ 
thing at a right angle 2. not direct, not men¬ 
tioning or referring to something directly O 
The speech contained an oblique reference to 
the president’s family problems. 
oblique angle /o.bliik 'cegg(3)l/ noun an 
angle which is not a right angle 
obliquely /o'bliikli/ adv in an oblique way 
obliterate /o'blitoreit/ verb to destroy 
completely 

obliteration /o.blito'reiJXojn/ noun the 
act of obliterating or of being obliterated. 
Synonym destruction 

oblivion /o'blivion/ noun 1. the fact of be¬ 
ing completely forgotten O After being fa¬ 
mous during the war the town fell into 
complete oblivion. 2. the fact of not noticing 
what is going on around you O He sat there 
in a state of complete oblivion. 


observation 

oblivious /o'blivios/ adj not noticing. Ant¬ 
onym conscious 

oblong /'oblDr)/ adj having four sides, with 
two pairs of equal sides, one pair being lon¬ 
ger than the other O He pulled out an oblong 
folder full of papers. ■ noun a shape with 
two pairs of equal sides, one pair being lon¬ 
ger than the other O The screen is an oblong, 
approximately 30cm by 40cm. 
obnoxious /ob'nDkJos/ adj very unpleas¬ 
ant or very offensive. Synonym loathsome. 
Antonym delightful 

oboe /'oubou/ noun a woodwind instru¬ 
ment, with a smaller range than the clarinet 
obscene /ob'sim/ adj 1. containing words 
or ideas which are extremely offensive, espe¬ 
cially in relation to sex O The obscene lan¬ 
guage in the film makes it unsuitable for 
children. O The novel was banned because it 
was thought to be obscene. 2. offensive to 
moral standards or normal feelings O He 
earns an obscene amount of money. 
obscenely /ob'siinli/ adj in an obscene 
way O They discussed sex openly, but not ob¬ 
scenely. O She is obscenely rich. 
obscenity /ob'semti/ noun 1. the fact of 
being obscene O The artist narrowly escaped 
being prosecuted for obscenity. 2. an obscene 
word O He shouted obscenities at the judge 
as he was led away. (NOTE: The plural in this 
meaning is obscenities) 3. something 
which is obscene O She regards the mere ex¬ 
istence of nuclear weapons as an obscenity. 
obscure /ob'skjuo/ adj 1. not clear o 
There are several obscure points in his letter. 
2. not well-known O They always stay in 
some obscure village in the Alps which no 
one has ever heard of. ■ verb to hide, espe¬ 
cially by covering O During a solar eclipse, 
the moon obscures the sun. 
obscurely /ob'skjuoli/ adv in a way which 
is not clear 

obscurity /ob'skjuoriti/ noun the fact of 
being obscure, not being well-known 
obsequious /ob'siikwios/ adj too keen to 
help or obey. Synonym servile. Antonym 
assertive 

observance /ob'z3:v(3)ns/ noun 1. the 
action of obeying a law or rule O Profes¬ 
sional players should set a good example by 
strict observance of the rules of the game. 2 . 
following a custom or tradition O The obser¬ 
vance of Christmas is very widespread. 
observant /ob'zsivont/ adj who notices 
many details 

<D observation /.Dbzo'veiJXojn/ noun 1. 
the action of observing O By careful observa¬ 
tion, the police found out where the thieves 
had hidden the money. □ under observation 
being carefully watched O The patient will be 
kept under observation for a few days. 2. a 
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observatory 

remark O He made several observations 
about the government. 

observatory /sb'zsivstri/ noun a place 
from which stars and planets can be watched 
(NOTE: The plural is observatories.) 

d> observe /ob'z3:v/ verb 1 . to follow or to 
obey something such as a law, rule or custom 
O His family observes all the Jewish festivals. 
O The local laws must be observed. 2. to 
watch or to look at O They observed the 
eclipse from the top of the mountain. 3. to no¬ 
tice O The police observed the car coming 
out of the garage. 4. to make a remark O I 
merely observed that the bus was late as 
usual. 

observer /ob'z3:v3/ noun a person who 
goes to an event and watches but does not 
take part. Synonym spectator. Antonym 
participant 

obsess /ob'ses/ verb to think about some¬ 
one or something all the time, especially in a 
way that seems extreme to other people 
obsessed /ob'sest/ adj thinking about 
someone or something all the time in a way 
which seems extreme to other people 
obsession /ob'seJ(o)n/ noun 1. a fixed 
idea which you think about all the time O 
Making money is an obsession with him. 2. 
an idea or problem which worries you all the 
time, often connected with mental illness O 
She has an obsession with cleanliness. 
obsessive /ab'sesiv/ adj showing an ob¬ 
session. Synonym compulsive 
obsessively /sb'sesivli/ adv in an obses¬ 
sive way 

obsolescence / l Dbs9 l les(o)ns/ noun go¬ 
ing out of date because of developments in 
technology or changes in fashion □ built-in 
obsolescence, planned obsolescence making 
something in such a way that the current 
model will soon become obsolete and people 
will have to buy a newer one 
obsolescent /,Dbs9'les(3)nt/ adj going 
out of use or out of fashion 
obsolete /'obssliit/ adj no longer used 
obstacle /'Dbstok(3)l/ noun a thing which 
is in the way, which prevents someone going 
forward 

obstacle course /'Dbst3k(3)l ko:s/ noun 
a place for training soldiers, in which various 
obstacles have to be passed 
obstetrician /.obsta'trij^n/ noun a doc¬ 
tor who is an expert in obstetrics 
obstetrics /sb'stetriks/ noun a branch of 
medicine dealing with pregnancy, childbirth 
and the period immediately after childbirth 
obstinacy /'obstinasi/ noun refusing to 
change your opinion or be persuaded by any¬ 
one. Antonym compliance 
obstinate /'Dbstinst/ adj 1. determined 
not to change your mind or not to change 


occasion 

your opinion or course of action, whatever 
other people say O She’s such an obstinate 
person, that you can never make her change 
her mind. O Stop being so obstinate and do 
what I say! 2. difficult to remove O She tried 
to get rid of the obstinate red wine stain on 
the tablecloth. 

obstinately /'obstinatli/ adv in an obsti¬ 
nate way 

obstreperous /ab'streparss/ adj behav¬ 
ing in a wild and uncontrolled way. Synonym 
disruptive. Antonym demure 
obstruct /ab'strAkt/ verb 1. to stop some¬ 
thing going through O The artery was ob¬ 
structed by a blood clot. O A large black car 
was obstructing the entrance. Synonym 
block 2. to stop someone doing something o 
He was fined for obstructing the referee. O 
She was accused of obstructing the police in 
the course of their duties. 
obstruction /sb'strAkfsn/ noun 1. the act 
of obstructing O The fullback was penalised 
for obstruction. 2. a thing which gets in the 
way O His car broke down and caused an ob¬ 
struction on the motorway. 
obstructive /ab'strAktiv/ adj aiming to 
obstruct. Synonym disruptive. Antonym 
helpful 

@ obtain /sb'tem/ verb 1. to get o She ob¬ 
tained a copy of the will. O He obtained con¬ 
trol of the business. 2. to be in existence, to 
have the force of law O This rule still obtains 
in cases involving the Inland Revenue. 
obtainable /3b'tein3b(3)l/ adj which can 
be obtained. Synonym available. Antonym 
unavailable 

obtrusive /sb'truisiv/ adj which sticks out 
or which is in the way 

obtuse /ab'tjuis/ adj {of a person) dull 
and not understanding things very quickly O 
He’s too obtuse to take a subtle hint, so 
you ’ll just have to tell him to move. 
obtuse angle /sb.tjuis 'aeggal/ noun an 
angle of between 90° and 180° 
obverse /'Dbv3is/ noun a side of a coin 
with the head on it, the main side of a coin. 
Also called heads (NOTE: The opposite is 
the reverse or tails.) 

(D obvious /'obviss/ adj clear; easily seen 
O It’s obvious that we will have to pay for the 
damage. O It was obvious to everyone that 
the shop was not making any money. 

® obviously /'Dbvissli/ adv clearly o Ob¬ 
viously we will need to borrow various pieces 
of equipment. 

(2) occasion /9'kei3(3)n/ noun 1. □ a spe¬ 
cial occasion a special event such as a 
wedding O The baby's first birthday was a 
special occasion. O It’s an extra-special 
occasion - she’s one hundred years old to¬ 
day! 2. a happening; a time when something 
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happens O It is an occasion for celebrations. 
□ on occasion from time to time o On occa¬ 
sion, we spend a weekend in the country. 

<D occasional /9'kei3(3)n(3)l/ adj happen¬ 
ing now and then, not very often O He was 
an occasional visitor to my parents ’ house. O 
We make the occasional trip to London. Syn¬ 
onym infrequent 

(D occasionally /o'ke^ojnoli/ adv some¬ 
times, not very often O Occasionally he has 
to work late. O We occasionally go to the 
cinema. 

occidental /,Dksi'dent(3)l/ adj referring to 
the west (formal). Antonym oriental 
occult /'DkAlt/ noun □ the occult supernat¬ 
ural magic O He started going to seances and 
dabbling in the occult. O She has always 
been interested in the occult. ■ adj referring 
to supernatural magic O He dabbles in occult 
practices. 

occupancy /'Dkjupsnsi/ noun the act of 
moving into a property, such as a house, an 
office or a room in a hotel, either perma¬ 
nently or for a short stay. Synonym tenancy 
(D occupant /'Dkjupant/ noun the person 
or company occupying a property. Synonym 
inhabitant 

<S> occupation /.Dkju'peiJXsjn/ noun 1. 
the act of taking control of a place, or the fact 
of being in such a situation O The occupation 
of the country by enemy soldiers. 2. a job, po¬ 
sition, employment O What is her occupa¬ 
tion? O His main occupation is running a 
small engineering works. O My Sunday after¬ 
noon occupation is washing the car. 

(D occupational /.okju'peiJXajnsl/ adj re¬ 
ferring to a job 

@ occupied /'okjupaid/ adj 1. being used 
O All the rooms in the hotel are occupied. O 
All the toilets are occupied, so you ’ll have to 
wait. 2. □ occupied with busy with O She is 
always occupied with her family. O He is oc¬ 
cupied with sorting out the mail. 
occupier /'okjupaia/ noun a person who 
lives in a particular house or flat 
<D occupy /'Dkjupai/ verb 1. to live in or 
work in O They occupy the flat on the first 
floor. O The firm occupies offices in the cen¬ 
tre of town. 2. to be busy with O Dealing with 
the office occupies most of my time. □ to oc¬ 
cupy yourself with to be busy with o How 
does he occupy himself now he is retired? 3. 
to take control of a place by being inside it O 
Protesters occupied the TV station. 4. to hold 
a post O Who occupies the post of company 
secretary. 

<D occur /9'k3i/ verb 1. to happen o When 
did the accident occur? 2. to come to your 
mind O Did it never occur to you that she 
was lying? □ it has just occurred to me I 
have just thought that 3. to exist O Iron ore 


OD 

occurs in several parts of the country. (NOTE: 

occurring - occurred) 

(D occurrence /a'kArans/ noun a happen¬ 
ing □ it is a daily occurrence it happens ev¬ 
ery day 

(D ocean /'suJXajn/ noun a very large area 
of sea surrounding the large areas of land on 
the Earth O Ocean currents can be very 
treacherous. O Ocean liners used to dock 
here. 

ocean-going /'auJXajn .gauir)/ adj which 
can sail on the open sea 
oceanic /.sufi'aemk/ adj referring to an 
ocean. Synonym sea 

ochre /'auks/ noun 1 . a yellowish-red natu¬ 
ral material used for colouring O The cloth is 
dyed with yellow ochre. 2. a dull yellowish- 
red colour O The ochre of the wall of the 
houses in the village. ■ adj dull yellowish- 
red O The houses in the village have ochre 
walls. (NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is 
ocher.) 

(D o’clock /s'klDk/ adv used with numbers 
to show the time O Get up - it’s 7 o ’clock. O 
We never open the shop before 10 o ’clock. O 
By 2 o’clock in the morning everyone was 
asleep. (NOTE: O’clock is only used for the 
exact hour, not for times which include min¬ 
utes. It can also be omitted: We got home 
before eight, or We got home before eight 
o’clock.) 

octagon /'Dktsgon/ noun a geometrical 
figure with eight sides 
octagonal /ok'tasganl/ adj eight-sided 
octave /'Dktiv/ noun (in music) the eight 
notes between the first and last notes of a 
scale 

(D October /ok'tsuba/ noun the tenth 
month of the year, between September and 
November O October 18 O Do you ever go 
on holiday in October? O Today is October 
18th. O Last October we moved to London. 
(NOTE: October 18th or October 18: say 
‘October the eighteenth’ or ‘the eighteenth 
of October’; in US English: ‘October eigh¬ 
teenth’.) 

octogenarian / l Dkt3ud33 l ne3ri3n/ noun, 
adj (of a person) who is between 80 and 89 
years old 

octopus /'Dktapas/ noun a sea animal with 
eight long arms or tentacles, t squid (NOTE: 
The plural is octopuses.) 

ocular /'okjuta/ adj 1. referring to the eyes 
or to sight O Opticians are trained to detect 
ocular imbalance. 2. which can be seen by 
the eyes O He refused to believe it without 
ocular proof. 

OD /ou 'di:/ (informal) verb to take too 
much of a drug at one time, so that you be¬ 
come ill or die ■ noun a large amount of a 


odd 
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drug taken at one time and causing illness or 
death 

3) odd /od/ adj 1. unusual and not normal o 
It’s odd that she can never remember how to 
get to their house. O He doesn’t like choco¬ 
late - Really, how odd! 2. □ odd numbers 
numbers such as 17 or 33 which camiot be di¬ 
vided by two O The odd-numbered buildings 
or the buildings with odd numbers are on the 
opposite side of the street. 3. (of an amount) 
almost, not exact or accurate O She had 
twenty odd pairs of shoes in cardboard 
boxes. 4. one forming part of a group □ an 
odd shoe one shoe of a pair □ we have a few 
odd boxes left we have a few boxes left out 
of all the boxes we had 
oddball /'Ddboil/ noun a person who be¬ 
haves in an odd way ( informal insult) 
oddity /'oditi/ noun 1. the state of being 
odd O I was struck by the oddity of the situa¬ 
tion, sitting at the same table as my two for¬ 
mer wives. 2. an unusual person or thing O 
This symphony is a bit of an oddity, it only 
has two movements. 

odd job man /od 'd 3 Db maen/ noun a per¬ 
son who does small repairs or other simple 
jobs 

odd jobs /od 'd 3 Dbz/ plural noun small 
pieces of work, especially repairs, done in the 
house O He does odd jobs for us around the 
house. 

oddly /'odli/ adv in an odd way; for odd 
reasons □ oddly enough strangely, surpris¬ 
ingly O Oddly enough, we were just talking 
about him when he came in. 
oddments /'odmonts/ plural noun bits and 
pieces left over 

(D odds /odz/ plural noun 1. the difference 
between the amount which can be won and 
the amount which has been bet O Odds of 10 
to 1. 2. the fact of being likely to happen o 
The odds are against it. O The odds are that 
she’ll get the job. □ against all the odds 
even though it seemed unlikely O Against all 
the odds, she passed her test easily. Compare 
evens ■ noun □ it makes no odds it makes 
no difference □ to be at odds with someone 
to disagree with someone all the time 
odds and ends /,odz on 'endz/ plural 
noun a group of various things that have no 
connection with each other 
odds-on /,odz 'on/ adj likely to happen (in¬ 
formal) 

ode /oud/ noun a long poem often addressed 
to a person or thing 

odious /'audios/ adj very unpleasant. Syn¬ 
onym hateful. Antonym delightful 

odour /'oudo/ noun 1. a smell, scent o I 
think I can detect a faint odour of cheese. 2. 

□ to be in good or bad odour with someone 

to be in favour or out of favour with someone 


O She’s not in very good odour with my par¬ 
ents. (NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is 

odor.) 

odourless /'oudolos/ adj which you can¬ 
not smell (NOTE: The US spelling is 

odorless.) 

odyssey /'odisi/ noun a long journey with 
many exciting or unusual events 
oesophagus /ii'sofogos/ noun the tube in 
your throat down which food and drink goes 
from the mouth to the stomach (NOTE: The 
US spelling is esophagus.) 
oestrogen /'i:strod 3 on/ noun a hormone 
produced in the ovaries which controls sex¬ 
ual development and the reproductive system 
(NOTE: The US spelling is estrogen.) 

® of /ov, dv/ prep 1. showing a connection 
O She’s the sister of the girl who you met at 
the party. O Where’s the top of the jam jar? O 
What are the names of Henry VIII’s wives? 2. 
showing a part or a quantity O a litre of or¬ 
ange juice O How much of the cloth do you 
need? O Today is the sixth of March. O There 
are four boys and two girls - six of them alto¬ 
gether. O Half of the staff are on holiday. 3. 
making a description O The school takes chil¬ 
dren of ten and over. O The town of Edin¬ 
burgh is important for its festival. 4. showing 
position, material, cause O He lives in the 
north of the town. O The jumper is made of 
cotton, o She died of cancer. (NOTE: Of is of¬ 
ten used after verbs or adjectives: to think 
of, to be fond of, to be tired of, to smell of, to 
be afraid of, etc.) 

(D of course /ov 'ko:s/ adv 1. used to say 
‘yes’ or ‘no’ more strongly O Are you coming 
with us? - Of course I am! O Do you want to 
lose all your money? - Of course not! 2. nat¬ 
urally O He is rich, so of course he lives in a 
big house. 

(D off /Df/ adv, prep 1. showing movement 
or position away from a place O We ’re off to 
the shops. O The office is just off the main 
road. O They spent their holiday on an island 
off the coast of Wales. O The children got off 
the bus. O Take your boots off before you 
come into the house. 2. away from work O 
She took the week off. O It’s my day off today. 
O Half the staff are off with flu. 3. not 
switched on O Switch the light off before you 
leave the office. O Is the TV off? 4. not liking 
food; not taking food or drink O I’m off alco¬ 
hol for six months. O She’s off shellfish be¬ 
cause it gives her a rash. 5. □ the deal is off 
the deal is not going to happen ■ adj 1. 
switched off O Make sure the switch is in the 
OFF position. 2. not good to eat O I think this 
meat’s a bit off. 3. (in a restaurant) not avail¬ 
able O Chicken is off today. 4. not going to 
happen O She phoned to say the deal was off. 
offal /'Df(o)l/ noun organs such as the heart 
or liver of an animal used as food 


off and on 

off and on /,of and 'on/ adv not continu¬ 
ously, with breaks in between. Antonym 

regularly 

off-balance /of 'baslons/ adv not standing 
steadily O The sudden movement of the bus 
threw her off-balance. □ to catch someone 
off-balance to say or do something to 
somebody which takes them by surprise O 
Her question caught him off-balance and he 
didn’t know how to answer. 
offbeat /of'biit/ adj unusual 
off-centre /Df 'senta/ adj not at the centre 
of something (NOTE: The US spelling is 
off-center.) 

off-chance /'of tjains/ noun a slight pos¬ 
sibility □ on the off-chance in case some¬ 
thing happens 

<D off-colour /Df'kAla/ adj not well (NOTE: 
The US spelling is off-color.) 
off-duty /,of 'djuiti/ adj who is not on duty 
(D offence /a'fens/ noun 1. the state of be¬ 
ing offended □ to take offence at to be of¬ 
fended by O He took offence at being called a 
coward. O Don’t take offence -1 didn’t really 
mean it. 2. a crime, an act which is against 
the law O He was charged with committing 
an offence. O Since it was his first offence, he 
was let off with a fine. (NOTE: [all senses] 
The US spelling is offense.) 
offend /a'fend/ verb 1. to be or to go 
against public opinion or someone’s feelings 
O He offended the whole village by the arti¬ 
cle he wrote in the paper. O That wallpaper 
offends my sense of taste. 2. to commit a 
crime O He was released from prison and im¬ 
mediately offended again. 
offender /a'fenda/ noun a person who 
commits an offence against the law. Syn¬ 
onym criminal 

offending /a'fendir)/ adj which causes 
trouble or makes somebody angry 
( humorous) 

offensive /o'fensiv/ adj unpleasant, which 
offends O What an offensive smell! O The 
waiter was quite offensive. ■ noun 1. a mili¬ 
tary attack O The offensive was successful, 
and the enemy retreated. 2. □ to take the of¬ 
fensive, to go on the offensive to start to do 
something against someone O He took the of¬ 
fensive and demanded an explanation. 
offensive weapon /o.fensrv 'wepon/ 
noun a weapon which can be used to attack 
someone 

<D offer /'Dfo/ noun a thing which is sug¬ 
gested O He turned down her offer to drive 
him to the station. O She accepted his offer of 
a job in Paris. □ on offer which has been of¬ 
fered O There are several good holiday bar¬ 
gains on offer. ■ verb to say that you will 
give something or do something O She of¬ 
fered to drive him to the station. □ to offer 


officially 

someone a job to tell someone that he can 
have a job in your company O If they offer 
you the job, take it. O He was offered a job, 
but he turned it down. 

offering /'Df(3)rip/ noun a thing which is 
offered; a present 

off-guard /of 'ga:d/ adj not prepared and 
therefore surprised when something such as 
an attack happens 

offhand lot 'hsend/ adv immediately, with¬ 
out thinking carefully O I can’t say offhand 
whether I’ll be able to go. ■ adj in an un¬ 
friendly way, not being really polite O She 
gave a very offhand reply. O He was very off¬ 
hand about it. (NOTE: also offhanded in this 
meaning) 

(D office /'ofis/ noun 1. a room or building 
where you carry on a business or where you 
organise something O I'll be working late at 
the office this evening. O Why is Miss Jones’s 
office bigger than mine? O We bought some 
new office furniture. □ doctor’s office US a 
room where a doctor sees his or her patients 
2. a position or job O She holds the office of 
treasurer. 3. a government department 
office block /'Dfis blok/ noun a large 
building containing many offices 
office hours /'Dfis auoz/ plural noun the 
time when an office is open O Staff are not 
allowed to make private calls during office 
hours. 

(D officer /'ofiso/ noun 1 . a person who 
holds an official position O The customs offi¬ 
cer asked me to open my suitcase. 2. a person 
who is in charge of a group of other people in 
the armed forces O Ordinary soldiers must 
always salute officers. 

(D official /o'fiJ(o)l/ adj 1. referring to any 
organisation, especially one which is recog¬ 
nised as part of a government or some other 
authority O He left official papers in his car. 
O We had an official order from the local au¬ 
thority. O He represents an official body. 2. 
done or approved by someone in authority O 
She received an official letter of explanation. 
O The strike was made official by the union 
headquarters. ■ noun a person holding a re¬ 
cognised position O They were met by an of¬ 
ficial from the embassy. O I’ll ask an official 
of the social services department to help you. 
Synonym bureaucrat 

officialdom /o'fiJXojldom/ noun govern¬ 
ment officials as a group, and their work (in¬ 
formal) (NOTE: no plural) 
officialese /o.fijo'liiz/ noun official lan¬ 
guage, which is difficult to understand 
officially /3'fiJ‘(o)li/ adv 1 . in an official 
way O He has been officially named as a 
member of the British team. O She has been 
officially named as our representative at the 
meeting. 2. according to what is said in pub¬ 
lic O Officially, you are not supposed to go in 
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through this door, but everyone does. O Offi¬ 
cially he knows nothing about the problem, 
but unofficially he has given us a lot of ad¬ 
vice about it. 

officious /o'fijos/ adj very ready to give 
advice or tell people what to do, especially 
when the advice is not wanted 
officiousness /o'fijosnos/ noun being 
officious 

offing /’ofir)/ noun □ in the offing coming 
soon, available soon O There’s a storm in the 
offing. O He has a new book in the offing. 
off-key /of 'ki:/ adv above or below the 
correct musical pitch 

off-licence /'of ,lais(3)ns/ noun a shop 
which has a licence to sell alcoholic drinks to 
be taken away (NOTE: The US term is liquor 
store.) 

off-limits /of 'limits/ adj (of a place) 
where you are not allowed to go 
offline /Df'lain/ adj not connected to a 
computer 

off-peak /Df 'pi:k/ adj not at the most busy 
time O Off-peak fares are considerably less 
expensive. 

off-putting /,of 'putig/ adj rather unpleas¬ 
ant or annoying 

off season /'Df ,si:z(o)n/ noun a time of 
year when there are fewer travellers, and 
when air fares and hotel prices are cheaper O 
In February, British Airways was offering 
special off-season round the world fares. O 
Tour operators try to get more people to 
travel during the off season. Also called low 
season. Antonym high season ■ adj, adv 
in the off season O special off-season 
round-the-world fares O We travelled 
off-season, to take advantage of the low 
fares. 

offset noun /'ofset/ a method of printing 
from a plate to a rubber surface and then to 
paper O The book was printed by offset. ■ 
verb /of 'set/ to balance one thing against an¬ 
other O Losses in France more than offset 
our profits in the domestic market. (NOTE: 
offsetting - has offset) 
offshoot /'Dffu :t/ noun something which 
branches from something else 
offshore /'ofJo:/ adj 1 . on the sea at a dis¬ 
tance from the land O We went to visit an off¬ 
shore oil rig. 2. on an island which is a tax 
haven O Offshore investments have produced 
a good rate of return. 

offshore wind /,of'Jo: wind/ noun a wind 
which blows from the coast towards the sea 
<D off side /'of 'said/, offside /Df'said/ 
noun the side of a car or other vehicle which 
is nearest the middle of the road 
offside /of'said/ adv (in football) between 
the ball and the opposing team’s goal O The 
goal was disallowed because he was offside. 


■ adj referring to the side of a car nearest to 
the middle of the road O Your offside rear 
light isn’t working. 

(D offspring /'Dfsprig/ noun 1. the young 
of an animal O The mother deer produces her 
offspring in early spring. 2. a child or chil¬ 
dren O Her offspring are all very musical. 

(NOTE: no plural) 

offstage /Df'steid3/ adv 1. outside the area 
of a stage used for acting 2. not seen by the 
public 

off-the-cuff /,Df do 'kAf/ adj, adv made 
without notes O He was only asked to speak 
at the last minute, and for an off-the-cuff 
speech, it was excellent. 

off-the-peg /of do 'peg/ adj, adv (of 
clothes) which are mass-produced, ready to 
fit any person of a certain size. Also called 

ready-to-wear. Antonym made-to- 
measure 

off-the-record /Df di:/ adj (of a state¬ 
ment) said privately and not to be repeated as 
an official statement or to have the speaker’s 
name published 

off-the-wall /,of do 'wo:l/ adj very unusual 
and strange (informal). Synonym bizarre 
off-white /,Df 'wait/ adj yellowish white, 
like the colour of cream 
(D often /'Df(o)n/ adv many times, fre¬ 
quently O I often have to go to town on busi¬ 
ness. O Do you eat beef often? O How often is 
there a bus to Richmond? Antonym seldom 
□ every so often from time to time o We go 
to the cinema every so often. 
ogle /'oug(o)l/ verb to look at someone in a 
way that shows a sexual interest in them 
ogre /'ougo/ noun 1. an imaginary person in 
children’s stories, who is very large and cruel 
and eats people O Puss in Boots knocked at 
the door of the ogre’s castle. 2. a cruel, 
frightening person O The staff say he is an 
ogre and don’t like working for him. 

(D oh interj /ou/ showing surprise, interest or 
excitement ■ noun (especially in a tele¬ 
phone number or a date) zero 
0800 number /,ou eit 'hAndrod ,nAmbo/ 
noun a telephone number that can be rung 
free of charge 

® oil /oil/ noun 1. a liquid produced from 
plants which flows smoothly and is used in 
cooking 2. a thick mineral liquid found 
mainly underground and used as a fuel or to 
make something move smoothly O The door 
squeaks - it needs some oil. O Some of the 
beaches are covered with oil. O The company 
is drilling for oil in the desert. ■ verb to put 
oil on or in something, especially in a ma¬ 
chine or moving part to make it run more 
smoothly O You should oil your bicycle 
chain. 

oiled /oild/ adj covered in or treated with oil 


oilfield 
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oilfield /'oilfiild/ noun an area of rock un¬ 
der which oil lies and which can be drilled to 
take out oil 

oil paint /'oil peint/ noun paint made with 
colours and oil 

oil painting /'oil .peintirj/ noun a picture 
painted in oil paints 

oil rig /'oil rig/ noun a structure for drilling 
for oil 

oils /oilz/ plural noun oil paints 
oil slick /'oil silk/ noun a layer of oil which 
has spilled into the sea from a tanker or oil 
rig and which floats on the water 
oil tanker /'oil .tsepka/ noun a large ship 
specially constructed for carrying oil 
oil well /'oil wel/ noun a hole in the ground 
from which oil is pumped 
oily /'oili/ adj 1. containing oil O Oily food 
makes me feel sick. O The tank was full of 
some oily liquid. 2. covered with oil O He 
used an old oily rag to clean his motorbike. 
3. (of manner) too polite and insincere O / 
can’t stand her oily manner. O He smiled an 
oily smile. (NOTE: oilier - oiliest) 
ointment /'ointmsnt/ noun a smooth heal¬ 
ing cream which you spread on the skin. Syn¬ 
onym gel 

OK /ou'kei/, okay interj all right, yes o 
Would you like a coffee? - OK! O It’s ten 
o ’clock - OK, let’s get going. ■ adj all right 
O He was off ill yesterday, but he seems to be 
OK now. O Is it OK for me to bring the dogs? 
■ noun □ to give something the OK to ap¬ 
prove something O The committee gave our 
plan the OK. ■ verb to approve something o 
The committee OK’d or okayed our plan. 
(NOTE: OK’d /'su'keid/) 

(D old /ould/ adj 1. having had a long life O 
My uncle is an old man - he’s eighty-four. O 
She lives in an old people’s home. Antonym 
young 2. having existed for a long time o 
He collects old cars. O Play some old music, 
I don’t like this modern stuff. O She’s an old 
friend of mine. Antonym new 3. referring to 
something which has been used for a long 
time O Put on an old shirt if you ’re going to 
wash the car. O He got rid of his old car and 
bought a new one. Antonym new 4. with a 
certain age O He’s six years old today. O 
How old are you? 5. used as a pleasant way 
of talking about someone O He’s a sweet old 
man. O Come on, old thing, it’s time to go 
home. (NOTE: older - oldest) 
old age /ould 'eid 3 / noun a period of your 
life when you are old 

old age pension /.ould eid 3 'penjon/ 
noun a government pension given to a person 
who is past retirement age 

old age pensioner /.ould eid 3 
■penj(3)n9/ noun a person who has retired 
and lives on a pension. Abbr OAP 


old boy network /'auld boi ,netw3ik/ 
noun an informal system where men who 
were at school together help each other get 
ahead in later life 

olden /'9uld(9)n/ adj referring to something 
in the distant past ( archaic or literary). Ant¬ 
onym modern □ in olden days in the past 
(formal) 

old-fashioned /,9uld 'faeX(9)nd/ adj not 
in fashion O She wore old-fashioned clothes. 
O Call me old-fashioned, but I don’t approve 
of the way young people behave. O I prefer 
an old-fashioned corkscrew to this newfan¬ 
gled contraption. Synonym out of date 
old flame /suld 'fleim/ noun a former boy¬ 
friend or girlfriend 

old hand /auld 'haend/ noun a person who 
is very skilled and experienced at doing 
something 

old hat /suld 'hast/ adj old-fashioned or out 
of date (informal). Synonym outmoded 
oldie /'auldi/ noun an old-fashioned or 
out-of-date person or thing (informal) 
old master /auld 'maista/ noun 1 . a very 
famous old painter O They think the portrait 
may be by an Italian old master. 2. a painting 
by a very famous old painter O There are 
several old masters in the collection. 
old school /'auld skuil/ adj referring to a 
traditional way of doing things based on 
old-fashioned values 

old school tie /,3uld skuil 'tai/ noun a tie 
with a special design which shows which 
school you went to 

Old-Style /'auld stall/ adj of a kind that 
was common or typical in the past. Synonym 
traditional. Antonym modern 
old-time /'auld taim/ adj done in an 
old-fashioned way. Antonym modern 
old wives’ tale /auld 'waivz teil/ noun 
an old, and often silly, idea 
Old World /'suld W3ild/ noun □ the Old 
World Europe, Asia and Africa 
old-world /'auld W3ild/ adj which recalls 
the good times in the past. Synonym out¬ 
dated. Antonym modern 
olive /'oliv/ noun 1 . a small black or green 
fruit from which oil is made for use in cook¬ 
ing O Olives are grown in Mediterranean 
countries like Spain, Greece and Italy. O 
Which do you prefer - green or black olives? 
2. a tree which produces this fruit 
olive branch /'oliv braintJV noun a sign 
of peace 

olive oil /,d1iv 'oil/ noun an oil made from 
olives 

Olympic /a'limpik/ adj referring to the 
Olympic Games 

ombudsman /'ombudzmsn/ noun an of¬ 
ficial who investigates complaints by the 
public against government departments or 
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one 


other large organisations (NOTE: The plural 

is ombudsmen.) 

omelette /'omlot/ noun a dish made of 
beaten eggs, cooked in a frying pan and 
folded over before serving, with various fill¬ 
ings inside (NOTE: The US spelling is om¬ 
elet.) 

omen /'oumon/ noun a thing that indicates 
what will happen in the future 
ominous /'ominos/ adj threatening bad re¬ 
sults. Synonym threatening 
ominously /'ominosli/ adv in an ominous 
way 

d> omission /ou'miJ(o)n/ noun 1. the act 
of omitting O We were surprised at the omis¬ 
sion of his name from the list of candidates. 

2. a thing which has been omitted O I can 
think of at least two obvious omissions from 
your list of famous playwrights: Shakespeare 
and Shaw! 

omit /ou'mit/ verb 1. to leave something 
out O She omitted the date when typing the 
contract. 2. □ to omit to do something not to 
do something O He omitted to tell the police 
that he had lost the documents. 
omnibus /'omnibos/ noun 1. a book which 
includes several books all together O An om¬ 
nibus edition of Sherlock Holmes stories. 2. a 
radio or TV programme bringing several 
programmes together which were previously 
broadcast separately O Don’t forget to listen 
to the omnibus edition on Saturday morning! 

3. a bus or large vehicle which carries pas¬ 
sengers {old) O Horse-drawn omnibuses 
started to run in London in 1829. 
omnipotent /Dm'nipot(3)nt/ adj 
all-powerful. Synonym almighty. Antonym 
powerless 

omniscient /Dm'msiont/ adj referring to 
someone who knows everything 
omnivorous /Dm'mv(9)r9s/ adj referring 
to an animal which eats both plants and other 
animals 

CD on /on/ prep 1. on the top or surface of 
something O Put the box down on the floor. O 
Flies can walk on the ceiling. 2. hanging 
from O Hang your coat on the hook. 3. show¬ 
ing movement or place O A crowd of children 
got on the train. O The picture’s on page 
three. O The post office is on the left-hand 
side of the street. 4. part of O She’s on the 
staff of the bank. O He’s been on the commit¬ 
tee for six years. 5. doing something O I have 
to go to Germany on business. O We ’re off on 
holiday tomorrow. 6. referring to a time, date 
or day O The shop is open on Sundays. O We 
went to see my mother on my birthday. □ on 
his or her arrival when he or she arrived 7. a 
means of travel O You can go there on foot - 
it only takes five minutes. O She came on her 
motorbike. 8. about O The committee pro¬ 
duced a report on German industry. O She 


wrote a book on wild flowers. 9. using an 
instrument or machine O He played some 
music on the piano. O The song is available 
on CD. O He was on the telephone for most 
of the morning. O The film was on TV last 
night. 10. paid by someone O The drinks are 
on me. ■ adv 1. being worn O Have you all 
got your wellingtons on? O The central heat¬ 
ing was off so he kept his coat on in the 
house. 2. working O Have you put the kettle 
on? O The heating is on. O She left all the 
lights on. O She turned the engine on. O He 
switched the TV on. 3. being shown or played 
O What’s on at the theatre this week? 4. con¬ 
tinuing or not stopping O He didn’t stop to 
say hello, but just walked on. O He went on 
playing the trumpet even though we asked 
him to stop. O Go on-1 like to hear you play 
the piano. 5. showing time has passed O 
Later on that evening, the phone rang. □ 
from that time on after that moment o He 
almost drowned, and from that time on re¬ 
fused to go near water. 
on-air /on 'eo/ adj needed, used for or oc¬ 
curring during broadcasting on radio or 
television 

on and off /,Dn and 'Df/ adv not continu¬ 
ously but with breaks in between. Synonym 

occasionally. Antonym continuously 

on and on /,Dn and 'on/ adv without 
stopping 

(D once /wAns/ adv 1. one time o Take the 
tablets once a day. O The magazine comes 
out once a month. O How many times did you 
go to the cinema last year? - only once. □ 
once in a while from time to time O It’s nice 
to go to have an Indian meal once in a while. 
Synonym occasionally. Antonym often □ 
once and for all finally O I’ll tell you once 
and for all ‘stop talking! ’. O The government 
wants to eradicate poverty once and for all. 
2. formerly, at a time in the past O Once, 
when it was snowing, the car skidded into a 
ditch. O He’s someone I knew once when I 
worked in London. □ once upon a time {be¬ 
ginning fairy stories) at a certain time in the 
past O Once upon a time, there was a wicked 
witch. 3. □ all at once suddenly O All at once 
the phone rang. ■ conj as soon as O Once he 
starts talking you can’t get him to stop. O 
Once we’ve moved house I’ll give you a 
phone call. O at once 1. immediately 2. at 
the same time 

once again /wAns o'gein/ adv another 
time 

oncoming /'DnkAmir)/ adj coming to¬ 
wards you. Synonym approaching 
(D one /wAn/ noun 1. number 1 o One plus 
one makes two. O Our grandson is one year 
old today. O His grandmother is a hundred 
and one. 2. a single item O Have a toffee - oh 
dear, there’s only one left! □ last but one the 
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one before the last O This is the last weekend 
but one before Christmas. □ one by one one 
after another O He ate all the chocolates one 
by one. O They came in one by one and sat iti 
a row at the back of the hall. 3. □ to have a 
quick one to have a quick drink ( informal) o 
Let’s have a quick one before the meeting 
starts. □ to have one for the road to have a 
last drink before leaving the bar ( informal) o 
Let’s have one for the road. ■ pron a single 
thing O All the china plates were dirty so we 
made do with O Which hat do you like best - 
the black one or the red one? O One of the 
staff will help you carry the box to your car. 
O I’ve lost my map - have you got one? O 
Small cars use less petrol than big ones. ■ 
adj, pron you ( formal ) o One can’t spend all 
the morning waiting to see the doctor, can 
one? O At his age, one isn ’t allowed to drive 
a car. 

one another /wAn o'nAdo/ adj, pron each 
other O We write to one another every week. 
1471 /,WAn fo: sev(o)n 'wAn/ a telephone 
number that you can use to find out who was 
the last person to telephone you 
one-man /won 'maen/ adj consisting of, 
designed for, featuring or performed, run or 
worked by only one person 
one-night stand /,wAn nait 'stsend/ 
noun 1 . a stop for a single performance of a 
play or by a pop group, before moving to an¬ 
other theatre the following night 2. a sexual 
relationship which lasts for only one night 
( informal ) 

one-off /wDn'of/ adj which is done, hap¬ 
pens or is made only once O It’s a one-off 
bargain. ■ noun a one-off thing 
one-on-one /,wAn Dn 'wAn/ adj US 
one-to-one 

one-person /wAn 'p3:s(o)n/ adj consist¬ 
ing of, designed for, featuring or performed, 
run or worked by only one person 
one-piece /'WAn piis/ adj made of one 
piece of clothing 

onerous /'ounoros/ adj needing a lot of ef¬ 
fort. Synonym difficult. Antonym easy 
(D oneself /wAn'self/ pron referring to the 
person speaking as an indefinite subject 
one-sided /WAn 'saidid/ adj dealing with 
or favouring one side only. Synonym biased 
one-time /'wAn taim/ adj former 
one-to-one /,WAn to 'wAn/ adj where one 
person has to deal with one other person only 
O The two presidents had a one-to-one con¬ 
versation. O She is taking a one-to-one Span¬ 
ish conversation course. 
one-track mind /,wAn trask 'maind/ re¬ 
ferring to a person who thinks too much 
about one thing O He has a one-track mind. 
12 /twelv/ noun a classification of films 
considered not suitable for people under 12 


on-the-spot 

one-upmanship /wAn 'Apmonjip/ noun 
the practice of trying to do better than an¬ 
other person so as to appear superior to him 
or her 

(D one-way /,WAn 'wei/ adj going in one 
direction only 

one-way street /,wAn wei 'striit/ noun a 
street where the traffic only goes in one 
direction 

one-way ticket /,wAn wei 'tikit/ noun 
US a ticket for one journey from one place to 
another (NOTE: The British term is single.) 
one-woman /wAn 'wumon/ adj consisting 
of, designed for, featuring or performed, run 
or worked by only one person 
ongoing /'ongouig/ adj which is 
continuing 

(D onion /'Anjon/ noun a strong-smelling 
vegetable with a round white bulb 
online /'Dnlain/ adj, adv directly connected 
to a computer O You need to know the pass¬ 
word to access the data online. 
onlooker /'Dnluko/ noun a person who 
watches an event. Synonym bystander 
® only /'ounli/ adj without others of the 
same type O Don’t break it - it’s the only one 
I’ve got. ■ adv 1. with no one or nothing else 
O We’ve only got ten pounds between us. O 
Only an accountant can deal with this prob¬ 
lem. O This lift is for staff only. 2. as recently 
as O We saw her only last week. O Only yes¬ 
terday the bank phoned for information. ■ 
conj but, except O I like my mother-in-law 
very much, only I don’t want to see her every 
day of the week. O only just almost not O 
only too very much 

only child /.ounli 'tjaild/ noun son or 
daughter who has no other brothers or sisters 
o.n.O. abbr or nearest offer 
on-off /on 'of/ adj something which keeps 
on starting and stopping 
onomatopoeia /.onomarto'piio/ noun the 
making or using of words which imitate a 
sound 

onomatopoeic ^Dnomaeto'pink/ adj us¬ 
ing onomatopoeia 

on-screen /,Dn 'skriin/ adj, adv on a com¬ 
puter screen rather than on paper O Most of 
our design work is done on-screen. 

<D onset /'onset/ noun beginning 
onshore /'Dnfoi/ adj towards the shore 
onslaught /'Dnstait/ noun a sudden severe 
attack 

onstage / l Dn'steid 3 / adj, adv on the stage 
of a theatre and in view of an audience O The 
onstage action is fast and furious. O People 
started to laugh as soon as he walked 
onstage. 

on-the-spot /,on do 'spot/ adj done im¬ 
mediately or at the scene where something 
happens 
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3) onto /'onto, 'Dntu, 'Dntu:/ prep 1. on or 
to something O The speaker went up onto the 
platform. O The door opens directly onto the 
garden. O Turn the box onto its side. 2. □ to 
be onto something to have discovered 
something 

on top of /on 'top dv/ prep 1. on o He put 
the book down on top of the others he had 
bought. 2. in addition to O On top of all my 
office work, I have to clean the house and 
look after the baby. 3. □ to feel on top of the 
world to feel marvellous and excited 
onus /'ounos/ noun a responsibility for do¬ 
ing something difficult 
onward /'onwod/ adj further forward o 
Nothing can stop the onward march of com¬ 
puter technology. ■ adv further forward o 
He urged his men onward towards the enemy 
positions. 

onward connection /.Dnwod ko- 
'nekj‘(3)n/ noun a train or plane which takes 
you on the next stage of your journey 
onwards /'Dnwodz/ adv further forwards 
OOh! lull interj showing surprise or shock 
( informal) 

oops! /u:ps/ interj showing surprise or that 

you are sorry ( informal ) 

ooze /u:z/ noun soft mud, especially at the 

bottom of a lake or the sea O The wreck lay 

buried in the ooze at the bottom of the lake. ■ 

verb (of liquid) to flow slowly o A black 

sticky liquid oozed from under the door. O A 

delicious cake oozing with cream. 

op /Dp/ noun a surgical operation ( informal) 

opacity /ou'passiti/ noun the state of being 

opaque 

opal /'oup(9)l/ noun a semi-precious white 
stone with changing colours 
opaque /ou'peik/ adj 1. which you cannot 
see through, but which does allow light 
through O The surface of the glass is treated 
to make it opaque. O Opaque black tights are 
the fashion this winter. 2. difficult to under¬ 
stand O The meaning of the document is com¬ 
pletely opaque to me. O Her writings are 
notorious for being opaque to 
non-specialists. 

OPEC /'oupek/ noun a group of countries 
who produce and export oil O The OPEC 
meeting will be held in Geneva. 

® open /'oupon/ adj 1. not shut o The safe 
door is open. O Leave the window open - it’s 
very hot in here. 2. functioning or happening 
and which you can go into O Is the supermar¬ 
ket open on Sundays? O The show is open 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. O The competition is 
open to anyone over the age of fifteen. 3. 
without anjfthing to protect you or without 
barriers O We like walking in the open air. O 
The garden is open on three sides. 4. recep¬ 
tive to new ideas or future possibilities o I’d 


opening night 

like to keep an open mind until the 
investigation is completed. O She is keeping 
her options open. 5. frank and honest O I will 
be open with you. □ with open arms in a 
friendly way O She was welcomed with open 
arms. ■ noun 1 . a place outside which is not 
covered or hidden O Keep the plants in the 
greenhouse during the winter, but bring them 
out into the open in the summer. O The police 
investigation brought all sorts of offences out 
into the open. 2. a competition which anyone 
can enter provided he or she is good enough 
O He has qualified for the British Open. ■ 
verb 1. to make something open O Can you 
open the door for me, I’m trying to carry 
these heavy boxes? O Don’t open the enve¬ 
lope until tomorrow. 2. to start doing some¬ 
thing, to start a business O A new restaurant 
is going to open next door to us. O Most 
shops open early in the morning. 3. to make 
something begin officially O The new hotel 
was opened by the Minister of Tourism. O 
The exhibition will be formally opened by the 
mayor. O The chairman opened the meeting 
at 10.30. 

open air /.oupon 'eo/ noun a place outside 
which is not covered or hidden O We keep the 
plants in the greenhouse during the winter, 
but bring them out into the open air in the 
summer. 

open-air /'oupon eo/ adj in the open, not in 
a building. Synonym outside. Antonym 
indoor 

open day /'oupon dei/ noun a day when a 
building is open to the public 
open-door policy /.oupon 'do: .polisi/ 
noun a trading policy where a country allows 
any person or goods to enter the country 
freely 

open-ended /,oupon 'endid/ adj with no 
fixed limit and with some items not specified 
<D opener /'oup(o)no/ noun a device for 
opening 

open house /,oupon 'haus/ noun a situa¬ 
tion when people are welcome to visit at any 
time 

<D opening /'oup(o)mr)/ noun 1. the action 
of becoming open O The opening of the exhi¬ 
bition has been postponed. O The office 
opening times are 9.30 to 5.30. 2. a hole or 
space O The cows got out through an opening 
in the wall. 3. an opportunity, such as a job 
vacancy O We have openings for telephone 
sales staff. 

opening hours /'9up(9)mr) auoz/ plural 
noun the times that a business such as a shop 
or bank is working and open to the public 
opening night /,9up(3)mr) 'nait/ noun 
the first evening performance when a new 
film or play is shown (NOTE: for a play also 
first night) 


open invitation 

open invitation /.oupon .invi'teij^n/ 
noun 1. an invitation to visit someone or 
somewhere at any time 2. something which 
encourages someone to do something wrong 
or to commit a crime O Leaving the garage 
door open was an open invitation to car 
thieves. 

open letter /.oupon 'lets/ noun a letter to 
someone, published as an article in a newspa¬ 
per and not actually sent to the person it is 
addressed to 

openly /'ouponli/ adv in a frank and open 
way. Synonym candidly. Antonym secretly 
© open market /.oupon 'rnaikit/ noun a 
market where anyone can buy or sell 
open-minded /.oupon 'maindid/ adj not 
having prejudices or fixed opinions and will¬ 
ing to listen to other people’s ideas. Syn¬ 
onym unbiased. Antonym narrow-minded 
open-mouthed /.oupon 'maudd/ adj with 
the mouth open in surprise or shock 
openness /'ouponos/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing open 

© open on to /.oupon 'on tu:/ verb to lead 
out on to or to look out on to something 
open-plan /.oupon 'plaen J adj describing a 
building or an area of a building with no in¬ 
ternal walls to divide it up O an open-plan 
school O open-plan offices 
open prison /.oupon 'priz(o)n/ noun a 
prison with few restrictions 
open space /.oupon 'speis/ noun an area 
of land which has no buildings or trees on it 
open up /.oupon Ap/ verb 1. to start work¬ 
ing O A new bookshop has opened up next 
door. 2. to make available for use O We are 
opening up the park to visitors. 
open verdict /.oupon 'v3:dikt/ noun a 
verdict by a coroner’s jury, which does not 
decide how a person died 
openwork /'ouponwsik/ noun decoration 
on an object formed by patterns made from 
holes, e.g. like those on some types of shoe 
opera /'Dp(9)ro/ noun a performance on the 
stage with music, in which the words are 
sung and not spoken 

operable /'Dp(9)r9b(o)l/ adj which can be 
made to work 

opera house /'Dp(9)ro haus/ noun a thea¬ 
tre in which operas are performed 
© operate /'oporeit/ verb 1. to make 
something work O He knows how to operate 
the machine. O She is learning how to oper¬ 
ate the new telephone switchboard. 2. to do 
business O They operate in a different way 
from us. 3. to treat a patient by cutting open 
the body O She was operated on by Mr Jones. 
O The surgeon decided she would have to op¬ 
erate on the patient. 

operatic /.opo'raetik/ adj referring to opera 


opponent 

© operating system /'oporeitir) 
,sistom/ noun basic software that controls 
the running of the hardware on a computer, 
and the management of data files, without the 
user having to operate it 
operating theatre /'oporeitir) ,0i9to/ 
noun a special room in a hospital where sur¬ 
geons carry out operations 
(D operation /.Dpo'reiJXojn/ noun 1. an or¬ 
ganised action to achieve a specific goal O 
The rescue operation was successful. □ to 
come into operation to begin to be applied o 
The new schedules came into operation on 
June 1st. 2. a treatment when a surgeon cuts 
open the body O She’s had three operations 
on her leg. O The operation lasted almost two 
hours. 

operational /.opo'reiJXojnol/ adj 1. refer¬ 
ring to the working of something O The oper¬ 
ational procedure is described in the manual. 
2. ready for use O The new set-up will be 
fully operational by next year. 
operative /'op^jrotiv/ adj working or in 
operation ■ noun a worker, especially one 
who operates a machine, etc. O The factory 
used to employ two hundred operatives. 

© operator /'oporeito/ noun 1. a person 
who works instruments, etc. O He’s a com¬ 
puter operator. O She’s a machine operator. 
2. a person who works a telephone switch¬ 
board O Dial 0 for the operator. O You can 
place a call through or via the operator. 3. a 
person who organises things 
operetta /.ops'ret o/ noun an opera with an 
amusing story in which some words are 
spoken 

ophthalmic /Df'0£elmik/ adj referring to 
the medical treatment of the eye 
ophthalmologist /.DfOasl'mDbdsist/ 
noun a doctor who treats diseases of the eye 
(D opinion /o'pinjon/ noun what someone 
thinks about something O Ask the lawyer for 
his opinion about the letter. O In my opinion, 
we should wait until the weather gets warmer 
before we go on holiday. O Tell me what in 
your opinion we should do. 
opinionated /o'pinjoneitid/ adj with 
strong fixed opinions. Antonym 
open-minded 

© opinion poll /o'pinjon 'poul/ noun ask¬ 
ing a sample group of people questions, so as 
to get the probable opinion of the whole 
population 

opium /'oupiom/ noun a drug made from a 
type of poppy, used in the preparation of co¬ 
deine and heroin 

opossum /3'pDs(o)m/ noun a small North 
American animal with black fur, which car¬ 
ries its young in a pouch 
© opponent /o'pounont/ noun 1. a person 
or group which is against something O Oppo- 
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opportune 

nents of the planned motorway have occu¬ 
pied the site. 2. (in boxing, an election, etc.) 
a person who fights someone else o His op¬ 
ponent in the election is a local councillor. O 
He knocked out his last three opponents. 
opportune /'opotjuin/ adj happening by 
chance at the right time. Antonym 
inopportune 

opportunism /.Dpo'tjumizfcjm/ noun 

being an opportunist 

opportunist /.Dpa't juinist/ noun a person 
who takes advantage of opportunities, espe¬ 
cially at the expense of others. Synonym 

speculator 

opportunistic /.opotjui'mstik/ adj trying 
to take advantage from an opportunity which 
is offered. Synonym unscrupulous 
(D opportunity /.Dps'tjumiti/ noun a 
chance or circumstances which allow you to 
do something O When you were in London, 
did you have an opportunity to visit St Paul’s 
Cathedral? O I’d like to take this opportunity 
to thank all members of staff for the work 
they have done over the past year. 

@ oppose /o'pouz/ verb 1. to put yourself 
against someone in an election O She is op¬ 
posing him in the election. 2. to try to prevent 
something happening O Several groups op¬ 
pose the new law. 

opposing /a'pauzig/ adj 1. playing, fight¬ 
ing or arguing against you O The players on 
the opposing side refused to shake hands 
with us. O He fouled a member of the oppos¬ 
ing team. 2. which is the opposite O She 
holds quite opposing views to mine. 

(D opposite /'Dpozit/ prep on the other side 
of, facing O I work in the offices opposite the 
railway station. O She sat down opposite me. 
■ adj which is on the other side O The shop’s 
not on this side of the street - it’s on the op¬ 
posite side. O Her van hit a tree on the oppo¬ 
site side of the road. O Her van was hit by a 
lorry going in the opposite direction. ■ noun 
something which is completely different O 
‘Black ’ is the opposite of ‘white. ’ O She’s just 
the opposite of her brother - he’s tall and 
thin, she’s short and fat. O He likes to say 
one thing, and then do the opposite. Syn¬ 
onym contrary. Antonym same 
opposite number /,opazit 'nAmbo/ 
noun a person who is in a similar job to yours 
in another company. Synonym counterpart 
(D opposition /^po'ziJXojn/ noun 1. the 
action of opposing O There was a lot of op¬ 
position to the company’s plans to demolish 
the church hall and build a supermarket. 2. 
(in politics) the party or group which opposes 
the government O The leader of the opposi¬ 
tion rose to speak. O The party lost the elec¬ 
tion and is now in opposition. 
oppress /a'pres/ verb 1. to make people 
suffer, especially by harsh government o The 
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barons oppressed the peasants. 2. to make 
someone feel shut in and depressed o The at¬ 
mosphere in this office really oppresses me. 
O Playing in India for the first time, the mem¬ 
bers of the team felt oppressed by the heat. 
oppressed /a'prest/ adj treated in a cruel 
and unfair way 

(D oppression /s'preJXajn/ noun a cruel 
and unfair rule and control 
oppressive /a'presiv/ adj 1. cruel, using 
oppression O Under the general’s oppressive 
regime, ordinary citizens were afraid to 
speak out against the government. 2. that 
makes people feel shut in and depressed o 
There’s a very oppressive atmosphere in the 
office. O I find the hot, humid July weather 
vety oppressive. 

oppressor /a'presa/ noun a person who 
oppresses others 

opt /Dpt/ verb to decide in favour of 
something 

optic /'Dptik/ adj referring to the eye or to 
sight 

(D optical /'Dptik(9)l/ adj 1. referring to the 
eyes or to eyesight 2. referring to optics 
optical illusion /,Dptik(o)l i'lu:3(o)n/ 
noun a thing which appears different from 
what it really is because your eye does not re¬ 
cognise it 

(D optician /Dp'tiJ(9)n/ noun a person who 
tests your eyesight, prescribes and sells 
glasses or contact lenses, etc. 
optics /'Dptiks/ noun the study of sight and 
light rays 

optimal /'Dptim(3)l/ adj referring to the 
best or most desirable (formal) 
optimise /'opti.maiz/, optimize verb to 
make something work as efficiently as possi¬ 
ble or to use something to its best advantage 
optimism /'Dptimiz(3)m/ noun a belief or 
attitude that everything is as good as it can be 
or will work out for the best in the future. 
Antonym pessimism 

optimist /'optimist/ noun a person who 
believes everything will work out for the best 
in the end. Antonym pessimist 
optimistic /,opti 1 mistik/ adj a feeling that 
everything will work out for the best. Syn¬ 
onym hopeful. Antonym pessimistic 
optimum /'optimam/ noun the best thing 
or amount O Twenty would be just enough, 
thirty would be the optimum we should aim 
for. ■ adj best o The market offers optimum 
conditions for sales. O What is the optimum 
speed for fuel consumption? Antonym worst 
® option /'opjan/ noun 1. a choice, other 
possible action O One option would be to sell 
the house. O The tour offers several options 
as half-day visits. 2. an opportunity to buy or 
sell something within a certain time or at a 
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certain price O We continue to hold an option 
on the sale. 

optional /'DpJ(9)n(o)l/ adj which may or 
may not be chosen. Antonym compulsory 
optional extra /,DpJon(3)l 'ekstro/ noun 
an extra fitting which can be added to a car, 
but which are not provided in the basic model 
optometrist /Dp'tDmotrist/ noun a person 
who tests your eyesight, prescribes and sells 
glasses or contact lenses, etc. Also called 
optician 

© opt out /,opt 'aut/ verb to decide not to 
take pail in something O She decided to opt 
out of the pension scheme. O I think I’ll opt 
out if you don’t mind. O He opted out of the 
trip because he couldn’t afford the price of a 
ticket. 

opt-out /'opt aut/ noun the action of opting 
out of something 

opulence /'opjulons/ noun great luxury or 
wealth 

opulent /'Dpjulont/ adj rich, luxurious or 
splendid. Antonym sparse 
opus /'oupos/ noun 1. an important piece of 
music which is given a number 2. a large 
work of art O The gallery isn ’t big enough to 
house his latest opus. 

(D or hil conj 1. linking alternatives or 
showing other things that can be done O You 
can come with us in the car or just take the 
bus. O Do you prefer tea or coffee? O Was he 
killed in an accident or was he murdered? O 
The film starts at 6.30 or 6.45, I can’t re¬ 
member which. 2. approximately O Five or 
six people came into the shop. O It costs three 
or four dollars. O or else 1. or if not O Don’t 
miss the bus, or else you ’ll have a long wait 
for the next one. O Put a coat on to go out, or 
else you ’ll catch cold. O We ’d better get up 
early or else we ’ll miss the train. O You must 
have a ticket, or else you will be thrown off 
the train by the inspector. 2. otherwise O 
You ’d better pay, or else. 
oracle /'Drok(o)l/ noun (in Ancient 
Greece) a person who answered questions 
about the future 

oral /'oirol/ adj spoken, by speaking o 
There is an oral test as well as a written one. 
■ noun an examination where you answer 
questions by speaking and not writing O He 
passed the written examination but failed the 
oral. 

orally /'oiroli/ adv 1. by speaking o He re¬ 
plied orally to the written questions. 2. by the 
mouth O The medicine should be taken 
orally. 

© orange /'Dnnd 3 / noun 1. a sweet, 
brightly coloured Mediterranean fruit O roast 
duck and orange sauce O She had a glass of 
orange juice and a cup of coffee for break¬ 
fast. 2. the colour of an orange O She painted 


the bathroom a very bright orange. ■ adj of 
the colour of an orange O That orange tie is 
awful. O She wore a dark orange dress. 
orangeade /,Drind3'eid/ noun a fizzy 
orange-flavoured drink 
orange squash /,Drind 3 'skwoJV noun a 
drink made of concentrated orange juice and 
water 

oration /o'reiJXojn/ noun a speech 
orator /'orato/ noun 1. a person who 
speaks well in public O One of best orators in 
Parliament. 2. a person making a speech 
oratory /'Drot(3)ri/ noun the art of making 
formal public speeches 
orbit To :bit/ noun 1. the curved path of 
something moving through space O The 
rocket will put the satellite into orbit round 
the earth. 2. an area of influence O Questions 
of discipline don’t come into my orbit. ■ verb 
to move in an orbit round something O The 
satellite orbits the earth once every five 
hours. Synonym circle 
orbital /'o:bit(o)l/ adj 1 . referring to the or¬ 
bit of a planet or a satellite O The Earth has 
an orbital velocity round the Sun of about 
30km per second. 2. that goes all the way 
around something, especially round a big city 
O an orbital motorway 
orchard /'oitjod/ noun a field of fruit trees 
orchestra /'oikistro/ noun a large group of 
musicians who play together O the London 
Symphony Orchestra 

orchestral /oi'kestrol/ adj referring to an 
orchestra. Synonym instrumental 
orchestrate /'oikistreit/ verb 1. to ar¬ 
range a piece of music for an orchestra O 
Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition ’ was 
orchestrated by Ravel. 2. to organise a dem¬ 
onstration O They orchestrated the protest 
marches in such a way as to get them on the 
TV news every evening. 
orchestration /.oiki'streiJXojn/ noun the 
arrangement of a piece of music for orchestra 
orchid /'oikid/ noun a plant with colourful 
showy flowers, which, in the wild, often 
grows on other plants 

ordain /oi'dein/ verb 1. to make someone a 
priest or a member of the clergy in a formal 
ceremony O He was ordained in Canterbury 
Cathedral. 2. to order that something be done 
O The king ordained that all children over 
five had to be registered with the tax authori¬ 
ties. O Fate ordained that the children would 
never see their father again. 

© ordeal /oi'diil/ noun a painful test or dif¬ 
ficult time 

(D order /'oido/ noun 1. an instruction to 
someone to do something O He shouted or¬ 
ders to the workmen. O If you can’t obey or¬ 
ders you can’t be a soldier. 2. (of a 
customer) asking for something to be served 
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or to be sento We’ve had a large order for 
books from Russia. O She gave the waitress 
her order. 3. things ordered in a restaurant; 
goods ordered by a customer o The waiter 
brought him the wrong order. O Our order 
has been lost in the post. 4. a special way of 
organising things in a sequence O Put the in¬ 
voices in order of their dates. 5. □ in order 
that so that O Cyclists should wear orange 
coats in order that drivers can see them in 
the dark. □ in order to so as to O She ran as 
fast as she could in order to catch the bus. O 
He looked under the car in order to see if 
there was an oil leak. 6. the obeying of rules 
or laws without unrest or violence O Prob¬ 
lems of law and order are important to the 
local authorities. O The army entered the 
university campus and managed to restore 
order. 7. a whole group of monks or nuns O 
The Benedictines are one of the most impor¬ 
tant of the monastic orders. 8. a document 
which allows money to be sent through the 
post and paid to someone ■ verb 1. to tell 
someone to do something O They ordered the 
protesters out of the building. O The doctor 
ordered him to take four weeks ’ holiday. 2. 
(of a customer) to ask for something to be 
served or to be sent O They ordered chicken 
and chips and some wine. O I’ve ordered a 
new computer for the office. O They ordered 
a Rolls Royce for the managing director. 
d> order about /,o:dor o'baut/ verb to tell 
someone what to do all the time 
orderly /'o:doli/ adj 1 . tidy or well arranged 
O She keeps a really orderly office. O The pa¬ 
pers were stacked in orderly piles. 2. well be¬ 
haved O I want you all to cross the road in an 
orderly fashion. O The police praised the or¬ 
derly rugby supporters. ■ noun 1. a person 
who does general work 2. a soldier who does 
general work for an officer O An orderly ap¬ 
peared with a cup of coffee for the general. 
(NOTE: The plural is orderlies.) 
ordinal /'o:din(3)l/, ordinal number 
/'o:din(o)l .nAmbo/ noun a number indicat¬ 
ing the position in a series (NOTE: Ordinary 
numbers such as one, two, three are called 
cardinal numbers.) 

ordinarily /'o:d(3)n(3)rili/ adv 1 . normally 
or usually O Ordinarily we don’t allow visi¬ 
tors in here. O It’s not something we ordi¬ 
narily do. 2. in a normal way O She was 
dressed quite ordinarily. 

(D ordinary /'o:d(o)n(3)ri/ adj not special o 
I’ll wear my ordinary suit to the wedding. O 
They lead a very ordinary life. □ out of the 
ordinary unusual or different O Their flat is 
quite out of the ordinary. 
ordination /,o:di'neiJ(3)n/ noun the act or 
ceremony of ordaining someone as a priest 
ordnance /'oidnons/ noun 1 . heavy guns 
O The army besieging the town directed their 
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ordnance against the weakest part of the city 
walls. 2. military supplies 
ore hil noun a type of stone found in the 
earth from which metals are obtained. Syn¬ 
onym mineral (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
oar.) 

oregano /.Dri'gainau/ noun a herb used in 
cooking 

(D organ /'oigan/ noun 1. a part of the body 
with a special function, such as the heart or 
liver O He was in a coma and some of his or¬ 
gans had stopped functioning. 2. a musical 
instrument which is often played in churches 
with one or more keyboards and many pipes 
through which air is pumped to make a sound 
O She played the organ at our wedding. O 
The organ played the ‘Wedding March ’ as 
the bride and groom walked down the aisle. 
3. an official newspaper O It is the organ of 
the book trade. O The appointments will be 
published in the official organs. 
organic /afgasnik/ adj 1. referring to liv¬ 
ing things 2. cultivated naturally, without us¬ 
ing any chemical fertilisers and pesticides O 
Organic vegetables are more expensive but 
may be better for you. 3. using only natural 
fertilisers and pesticides O an organic farm 
or farmer O organic farming 
organically /o^gasnikli/ adv 1. in an or¬ 
ganic way 2. referring to food which is 
grown or produced naturally, without any 
chemical fertilisers or pesticides O organi¬ 
cally grown produce O organically produced 
fruit and vegetables 

organisation /.oiganai'zeij^n/, organi¬ 
zation noun 1. the action of arranging some¬ 
thing O The organisation of the meeting is 
done by the secretary. 2. an organised group 
or institution O He’s chairman of an organi¬ 
sation which looks after blind people. O In¬ 
ternational relief organisations are sending 
supplies. 

organisational / l o:g3nai l zeiJ(3)n(9)l/, 
organizational adj referring to the way in 
which something is organised. Synonym 

structural 

organise /'oiganaiz/, organize verb 1. to 

arrange something O She is responsible for 
organising the meeting. O We organised our¬ 
selves into two groups. O The company is or¬ 
ganised in three sections. 2. to put into good 
order O We have put her in charge of organ¬ 
ising the city archives. 

organised /'oiganaizd/, organized adj 1. 

working efficiently and systematically 2. in¬ 
volving the systematic coordination of many 
different people or elements 
organised crime /,oiganaizd 'kraim/ 
noun criminal activity which is run as a busi¬ 
ness and involves lots of people, t mafia 
organiser /'oigsnaizs/, organizer noun 
1. a person who arranges things 2. a little di- 
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ary or looseleaf book, in which you enter 
your appointments, addresses, etc. 

@ organism /'o:g9niz(9)m/ noun a living 
thing 

organist /'oigomst/ noun a person who 
plays the organ 

orgasm /'o:gaez(3)m/ noun the climax of a 
sexual act, when a person experiences a mo¬ 
ment of great excitement 
orgy /'o:d 3 i/ noun 1. an uncontrolled party 
with drinking, dancing and sexual activity O 
The celebrations rapidly became a drunken 
orgy. O Jenny’s birthday party turned into an 
all-night orgy. 2. an uncontrolled activity O 
an orgy of spending (NOTE: The plural is or- 

gies.) 

orient /'oiriont/ verb same as orientate 
Orient /'oiriont/ noun □ the Orient the 
countries of East Asia ( dated and literary) 
oriental /,oiri'ent(3)l/ adj referring to the 
countries of East Asia (dated). Antonym 
occidental 

orientate /'oirionteit/ verb 1. to get your¬ 
self accustomed to a new place or ready for a 
new situation or job O She ’ll need time to ori¬ 
entate herself after her long trip abroad. 2. to 
put something in a certain direction O The 
house is orientated towards the west. (NOTE: 
[all senses] The preferred US term is ori¬ 
ent.) 

orientation /.oirion'teiJXojn/ noun 1. the 
attitudes, views or aims of a person or or¬ 
ganisation 2. the process of helping people to 
get to know a place, job or subject o All new 
students take an orientation course in their 
first week at college. 3. being placed along a 
particular line or facing in a particular direc¬ 
tion O The church’s orientation is 
north-south, instead of the more usual 
east-west. 

orifice /'orifis/ noun a hole or opening (for¬ 
mal) 

origami /.on'gaimi/ noun the Japanese art 
of folding paper to make interesting shapes 
(D origin /'Drid3in/ noun where something 
or someone comes from O What is the origin 
of the word ‘taboo ’? O His family has French 
origins. 

<D original /9'rid3on(3)l/ adj 1. from the 
beginning O The original ideas for his paint¬ 
ings came from his own garden. 2. new and 
different O They solved the problem by using 
a very original method. O The planners have 
produced some very original ideas for the 
new town centre. 3. not a copy O They sent a 
copy of the original invoice. O He kept the 
original receipt for reference. ■ noun a thing 
from which other things are copied O Send a 
copy of the will but keep the original. O The 
original was lost in the post but luckily I kept 
a copy. O She found that the old painting she 
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had bought in a jumble sale was an original 
and not a copy. 

originality /o.nctei'naeliti/ noun the fact of 
being original, new or different. Synonym 

innovation 

(D originally /9'nd33n(9)li/ adv in the be¬ 
ginning O Originally it was mine, but I gave 
it to my brother. O The family originally 
came from France in the 18th century. Ant¬ 
onym eventually 

originate /3'rid3ineit/ verb 1. to begin, to 
start from or to have a beginning O This 
strain of flu originated in Hong Kong. O His 
problems at work originated in his home life. 
2. to make for the first time O They origi¬ 
nated a new computer system. O We have 
originated a new style of computer keyboard. 
originator /o'ndso.neito/ noun someone 
who begins, creates or invents something 
(D ornament /'oinomont/ noun a small 
thing used as decoration O There’s a row of 
china ornaments on the mantelpiece. ■ verb 
/^ino'ment/ to add a decoration to some¬ 
thing O The cake was ornamented with flow¬ 
ers in pink and green icing. Synonym adorn 
ornamental / l o:n3'ment(o)l/ acjf 1 . acting 
as an ornament O A box with ornamental 
carvings on its sides. 2. pretty rather than 
useful O The table is purely ornamental: it’s 
far too small to use as a dining table. Syn¬ 
onym decorative 

ornamentation /,o inomen'teiJXojn/ 

noun ornaments added as decoration 
ornate /oi'neit/ adj with too much orna¬ 
mentation. Synonym elaborate 
ornithologist /,o:ni'0Dl3d3ist/ noun a 
person who studies birds 
ornithology / l o:m l 0Dlod3i/ noun the 
study of birds 

orphan /'o:f(o)n/ noun a child whose par¬ 
ents are dead O She’s an orphan - both her 
parents were killed in a car crash. ■ verb to 
make someone an orphan O Hundreds of 
children were orphaned during the war. 
orphanage /'o:f(9)md3/ noun a home 
where orphans are looked after. Synonym 
home 

orphaned /'o:f(3)nd/ adj (of a child) 
whose parents have died 
orthodox /'oidodoks/ adj 1 . holding the 
generally accepted beliefs of a religion or a 
philosophy O The Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer is following orthodox financial princi¬ 
ples. 2. observing traditional religious 
practices very strictly 

orthodoxy /'o:0odDksi/ noun 1 . the gener¬ 
ally accepted beliefs of a religion, a philoso¬ 
phy, etc. O The orthodoxy of some of the 
bishop’s beliefs was questioned in the article. 
2. an opinion that is generally accepted at a 
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particular time O He challenged the ortho¬ 
doxies of the scientific establishment. 
orthography /oi'Bogrofi/ noun a correct 
spelling 

orthopaedic /.oiGo'piidik/ adj referring to 
the treatment of bones and joints 
orthopaedics /.oiGo'piidiks/ noun a 
branch of medicine dealing with bones, etc. 
OS abbr outsize 

Oscar /'Dsko/ trademark an Academy 
Award 

oscillate /'Dsileit/ verb to swing from one 
side to the other 

oscillation /.Dsi'leiJXojn/ noun the act of 
oscillating 

osmosis /Dz'mousis/ noun the movement 
of a solution from one part through a 
semi-permeable membrane to another part 
ostensible /D'stensib(o)l/ adj which 
seems on the surface to be real, when in fact 
it is not 

ostensibly /o'stensibli/ adv seeming to be 
real, when in fact it is not 
ostentation /.Dsten'teiJXojn/ noun show¬ 
ing off in a luxurious way, so as to impress 
ostentatious /.Dsten'teijos/ adj looking 
showy and expensive, so as to impress. Syn¬ 
onym flashy 

ostentatiously /.Dsten'teijosli/ adv in a 
showy and expensive way, so as to impress 
osteopathy /.osti'DpoBi/ noun a treatment 
for some medical conditions that involves 
massaging and bending parts of the body 
osteoporosis /.Dstioupoi'rousis/ noun a 
condition where the bones become thin, po¬ 
rous and brittle, because of lack of calcium 
and lack of physical exercise 
ostracise /'Dstrosaiz/, ostracize verb to 
refuse to talk to somebody or allow them to 
be part of a group 

ostracism /'DStrosiz(3)m/ noun being re¬ 
jected by a group or by society. Antonym 

inclusion 

ostrich /'DStntJ/ noun a very large bird 
which cannot fly but which can run fast, and 
is found in Africa (NOTE: The plural is os¬ 
triches.) 

(D Other /'Ado/ adj, pron 1. a different per¬ 
son or thing O We went swimming while the 
other members of the group sat and watched. 
O I don’t like chocolate cakes - can I have 
one of the others? O I’m fed up with that 
campsite - can’t we go to some other place 
next year? 2. second one of two O He has 
two cars - one is red, and the other one is 
blue. O One of their daughters is fat, but the 
other is quite thin. 3. showing something 
which is not clear O She went to stay in some 
hotel or other in London. O He met some girl 
or other at the party. O I’m surprised to hear 
he’s in hospital - I saw him only the other 
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day and he looked perfectly well. 4. □ any¬ 
thing other anything else O In the evening 
we never do anything other than watch TV. 

(T) otherwise /'Adowaiz/ adv 1. in other 
ways O Your little boy can be noisy some¬ 
times, but otherwise he’s an excellent pupil. 
2. if not, or else O Are you sure you can’t 
come on Tuesday? - Otherwise I’ll have to 
give the tickets to someone else. 3. in a differ¬ 
ent way O He thinks we should move house, 
but I think otherwise. 

OTT abbr over the top ( informal ) o 
Throwing the letter on the floor and stamping 
on it was a bit OTT. 

Otter /'Dto/ noun a small fish-eating mam¬ 
mal with webbed feet living mainly by rivers 
OUCh /autJV interj showing that you have 
been hurt O Ouch ! That was my foot you trod 
on! 

(X) ought /o:t/ modal verb 1. it would be a 
good thing to O You ought to go swimming 
more often. O You ought to see the doctor if 
your cough doesn’t get better. O He oughtn’t 
to eat so much - he ’ll get fat. O The travel 
agent ought to have told you the hotel was 
full before you went on holiday. 2. it is proba¬ 
ble that O She ought to pass her driving test 
easily. O He left his office at six, so he ought 
to be home by now. (NOTE: The negative is 
ought not, shortened to oughtn’t. Note 
also that ought is always followed by to 
and a verb in the infinitive.) 
oughtn’t short form ought not 
<D ounce /auns/ noun a measure of weight, 
equal to 28 grams (NOTE: usually written oz 
after figures: 3oz of butter, say ‘three 
ounces of butter’) 

(D our /auo/ adj which belongs to us O Our 
office is near the station. O Our cat is miss¬ 
ing again. O Two of our children caught flu. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with hour.) 

CD ours /auoz/ pron a thing or person that 
belongs to us O That house over there is ours. 
O Friends of ours told us that the restaurant 
was good. O Can we borrow your car, be¬ 
cause ours is being serviced? (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with hours.) 

(D ourselves /auo'selvz/ pron 1. referring 
to us O We all organised ourselves into two 
teams. O We were enjoying ourselves when 
the police came. 2. □ all by ourselves with 
no one else; with no help from anyone else O 
We don’t like being all by ourselves in the 
dark house. O We built the house all by 
ourselves. 

oust /aust/ verb to force someone to leave a 
position 

(S) out /aut/ adv 1. away from inside o How 
did the tiger get out of its cage? O She pulled 
out a box of matches. O Take the computer 
out of its packing case. 2. not at home O No 
one answered the phone - they must all be 
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out. 3. away from here O The tide is out. O 
The fishing boats left the harbour and are 
now out at sea. (NOTE: Out is often used 
with verbs: to jump out, to come out, to get 
out. out is often followed by of.) 4. wrong in 
calculating O The cash in the till was £10 out. 

5. not in fashion O Long hair is out this year. 

6. just appeared 7. (of fire or light) no longer 
burning O All the lights are out in the build¬ 
ing, so I assume it's empty. 

outback /'autbaek/ noun (in Australia) the 
areas away from centres of population. Syn¬ 
onym wilderness 

outbid /aut'bid/ verb to bid higher than 
someone else 

outbox /'aut.boks/ noun US an out tray 
outbreak /'autbreik/ noun a sudden series 
of cases of an illness or unrest. Synonym 

eruption 

outbuildings /'autbildigz/ plural noun 
buildings near to a main building 
outburst /'autb3ist/ noun a sudden dis¬ 
play of violent emotion 
outcast /'autkaist/ noun a person who has 
been rejected by society, or driven away from 
a group. Synonym untouchable 
outclass /.aut'klais/ verb to be signifi¬ 
cantly better than other people at doing 
something 

© outcome /'autkAm/ noun a result o The 
outcome of the match was in doubt until the 
final few minutes. O What was the outcome of 
the appeal? Synonym result 
outcrop /'autkrDp/ noun a rock which 
sticks out of the surface of the ground 
outcry /'autkrai/ noun a loud protest from 
a number of people 

outdated /aut'deitid/ adj old-fashioned. 
Synonym antiquated 

outdo /aut'du:/ verb to do better than 
someone. Synonym exceed (NOTE: outdid 
/aut'did/ - outdone /aut'dAn/) 

© outdoor /'autdo:/ adj in the open air. 
Synonym outside. Antonym indoor 
© outdoors /aut'doiz/ adv in the open air, 
not inside a building O The ceremony is usu¬ 
ally held outdoors. O Why don’t we take our 
coffee outdoors and sit in the sun? O The 
concert will be held outdoors if the weather 
is good. Antonym indoors (NOTE: You can 
also say out of doors.) ■ noun the open air 
or the open countryside o The pictures of the 
snowcapped Rocky Mountains are a typical 
scene of the great American outdoors. 

© outer /'auto/ adj on the outside o Though 
the outer surface of the pie was hot, the in¬ 
side was still cold. Synonym outside. Ant¬ 
onym inner 

outermost /'automoust/ adj furthest out 
or furthest from the centre 
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outer space /,auto 'speis/ noun the area 
beyond the Earth’s atmosphere 
outfield /'autfiild/ noun the part of a 
cricket pitch or baseball pitch furthest away 
from the players who are batting. Antonym 
infield 

© outfit /'autfit/ noun 1. a set of clothes, 
often for a particular purpose O She bought a 
new outfit for the wedding. O For the fancy 
dress party she wore a nurse’s outfit. 2. an 
organisation O I want some really profes¬ 
sional builders, not an outfit like my 
brother’s. O She works for some local gov¬ 
ernment outfit. 

outflank /aut'flaegk/ verb to go round the 
side of an enemy 

outflow /'autflou/ noun a quantity which 
flows out 

outgoing /.aut'gouig/ adj 1. referring to a 
phone call or post which is going out of a 
building O an outgoing call O He hurried to 
catch the outgoing post. 2. lively, who likes 
to be with others o He has a very outgoing 
personality. 3. referring to someone who is 
leaving a job O She proposed a vote of thanks 
to the outgoing chairman. 
outgoings /'autgouigz/ plural noun regu¬ 
lar expenditure 

outgrow /aut'grou/ verb 1. to grow too big 
for clothes O She’s already outgrown the 
dress I bought her for Christmas. 2. to 
change your behaviour as you grow up O We 
hoped they ’d soon outgrow that sort of be¬ 
haviour. (NOTE: outgrew - outgrown. You 
can also say to grow out of.) 
outing /'autig/ noun a short trip. Synonym 
visit 

outlandish /aut'lasndiJV adj strange or dif¬ 
ferent from the usual. Synonym unusual. 
Antonym usual 

outlast /,aut'la:st/ verb to exist longer than 
another person or thing or to be successful 
for longer than another thing 
outlaw /'autlo:/ verb 1. to say that some¬ 
thing is unlawful O The government has pro¬ 
posed a bill to outlaw drinking in public. 2. 
to declare someone to be beyond the protec¬ 
tion of the law (dated) o The leader of the 
bandits was outlawed and fled into the moun¬ 
tains. ■ noun a person who has been out¬ 
lawed (dated) o They read about Robin 
Hood, the famous English outlaw. Synonym 
runaway 

outlay /'autlei/ noun money spent. Syn¬ 
onym expenditure 

outlet /'autlot/ noun 1. a place where 
something can be sold or distributed O He 
owns a small number of clothing outlets in 
south-east London. 2. the means by which an 
idea or feeling can get out o He did 
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weight-lifting as an outlet for his stress at 
work. 

outline /'autlain/ noun 1. a line showing 
the outer edge of something o He drew the 
outline of a car on the paper. 2. a broad de¬ 
scription without giving much detail O She 
gave the meeting an outline of her proposals. 
O I don’t have much time - just give me the 
outline of the story. ■ verb to make a broad 
description of a plan, etc. O He outlined the 
plan to the bank manager. O She outlined her 
proposals to the meeting. ■ adj as a broad de¬ 
scription, without any details O The outline 
proposal was rejected. O The council gave 
outline planning permission for a new house. 
outlive /aut'liv/ verb □ to outlive someone 
or something to live longer than someone or 
something O He outlived all his brothers and 
sisters. O She outlived her husband by twenty 
years. O Our old telephone system has out¬ 
lived its usefulness. 

outlook /'autluk/ noun 1. a view of the 
world in general O His gloomy outlook on life 
shows in his novels. 2. a view of what will 
happen in the future O We think the outlook 
for the company is excellent. O The economic 
outlook is not good. O The outlook for tomor¬ 
row’s weather is mainly sunny with some 
rain. 

outlying /'autlanrj/ adj away from a town 
or city 

outmanoeuvre /autmo'nuivo/ verb to 
gain an advantage over someone by acting or 
working more cleverly (NOTE: The US spell¬ 
ing is outmaneuver.) 

outmoded /aut'moudid/ adj old- 
fashioned 

outnumber /aut'nAmbo/ verb to be 
greater in number than something 
(D out of /'aut dv/ prep 1. outside of o Get 
out of my way! O They went out of the room. 
2. from among a total O She got 60 marks out 
of 100 for her exam. O One out of ten police¬ 
men is corrupt. 3. from O Her dress is made 
out of a piece of old silk. O He made a for¬ 
tune out of buying and selling antiques. 4. no 
longer available O We’re out of carrots to¬ 
day. O I’m out of change - can I borrow £5? 
5. caused by O Reporting his mother to the 
police was just done out of spite. O He threw 
the plate on the floor out of sheer frustration. 
(D out of date /,aut ov 'deit/ adj 1 . without 
recent information 2. no longer in fashion O 
Flared trousers are rather out of date. 3. no 
longer valid O Fm afraid your bus pass is out 
of date. O She tried to travel with an 
out-of-date ticket. 

out of pocket /,aut ov 'pokit/ adj having 
lost money which you paid personally 
out of print /,aut ov 'print/ adj with no 
printed copies left 


outrageously 

out of the way /,aut ov do 'wei/ adj 1. 
not near any main town O They live in an out 
of the way village in the West Country. Syn¬ 
onym remote 2. □ nothing out of the way 
not unusual, not extraordinary 
® out of touch /,aut ov 'tAtJV adj 1 . not 
having the most recent information about 
something O He seems out of touch with 
what’s been happening in his department. 2. 
not communicating with somebody by letter 
or telephone O We’ve been out of touch with 
our relations in Canada for several years. 
out-of-town /,aut ov 'taun/ adj not near to 
a town centre 

(D out of work /,aut ov 'w3ik/ adv with no 
job O The recession has put millions out of 
work. ■ adj with no job O The company was 
set up by three out-of-work engineers. Syn¬ 
onym unemployed 

out of your depth /,aut ov jo: 'dep0/ 
adv 1. in deep water and not able to touch the 
bottom O She got out of her depth and had to 
be rescued by the lifeguards. 2. unable to un¬ 
derstand O He’s quite out of his depth in dis¬ 
cussions about monetary theory. 
out of your mind /,aut ov jo 'maind/ 
adv mad or irrational 

outpace /aut'peis/ verb to walk or go 
faster than someone 

outpatient /'autpeij(9)nt/ noun a person 
who goes to a hospital for treatment, without 
staying there overnight 
outperform /.autpo'foim/ verb to do 
something better or more quickly than some¬ 
body or something else. Synonym outdo 
outplay /.aut'plei/ verb to play better than 
someone else 

outpost /'autpoust/ noun a small town or 
small fort in a distant part of an occupied ter¬ 
ritory. Synonym garrison 
outpouring /'aut.poirir)/ noun the sudden 
expression of a strong emotion or production 
of something in large amounts. Synonym 
flood 

@ output /'autput/ noun an amount which 
a firm, machine or person produces O The 
factory has doubled its output in the last six 
months. 

outrage /'autreid 3 / noun an offence or 
vigorous attack against moral standards O 
The terrorist attack on the market is an out¬ 
rage. OI think the new tax on food is an out¬ 
rage. ■ verb to shock, to be a cause of great 
indignation O His behaviour outraged his 
parents. Synonym infuriate. Antonym 
placate 

outrageous /aut'reid33s/ adj causing in¬ 
dignation and shock. Synonym disgraceful. 
Antonym commendable 
outrageously /aut'reid 3 osli/ adv in an 
outrageous way 
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over 


outreach /'autriitJV adj referring to ser¬ 
vices provided outside an organisation’s 
buildings 

outright /,aut'rait/ adj complete o The 
play was an outright success. O She’s the 
outright winner of the competition. ■ adv 1. 
openly O He told me outright that he didn’t 
like me. 2. immediately O The van hit him 
and he was killed outright. 

© outset /'autset/ noun the beginning. 
Synonym beginning 

(D outside /'autsaid/ noun the outer sur¬ 
face or the part which is not inside O He pol¬ 
ished the outside of his car. O The apple was 
red and shiny on the outside, but rotten in¬ 
side. Synonym exterior. Antonym inside ■ 
adj which is on the outer surface o The out¬ 
side walls of the house are brick. ■ adv not 
inside a building O It’s beautiful and warm 
outside in the garden. O The dog’s all wet - it 
must be raining outside. ■ prep in a position 
not inside O I left my umbrella outside the 
front door. O This is outside my field of 
research. 

outside broadcast /.autsaid 
'broidkaist/ noun a programme not done in 
the studio 

outside lane /.aut'said lein/ noun a track 
nearest the centre of a road, used by the 
faster-moving vehicles 
© outsider /aut'saido/ noun 1. a person 
who does not belong to a group O She has al¬ 
ways been a bit of an outsider. 2. a horse 
which is not expected to win a race O The 
outsider won the race by a neck. 
outskirts /'autsk3its/ plural noun the 
outer edges of a town or similar place. Syn¬ 
onym border 

outsmart /aut' smart/ verb to trick some¬ 
one by being cleverer. Synonym outwit 
outspoken /aut'spoukon/ adj speaking 
very frankly. Synonym frank. Antonym 
tactful 

© outstanding /aut'staendig/ adj 1. ex¬ 
cellent or of a very high standard or quality O 
Her performance was outstanding. O an an¬ 
tique Chinese vase of outstanding quality 2. 
not yet paid O The invoice from the solicitor 
is still outstanding. O I have some outstand¬ 
ing bills to settle. 

outstay /aut'stei/ verb □ to outstay your 
welcome to stay longer than your hosts 
thought you were going to stay 
outstretched /.aut'stretjt/ adj which is 
stretched out 

outstrip /aut'strip/ verb 1. to go faster 
than someone O They outstripped everybody 
else in their new boat. O She outstripped all 
the other competitors to win the race. 2. to do 
better than someone O Japanese firms have 


been outstripping their American rivals. 

(NOTE: outstripping - outstripped) 

out-tray /'aut trei/ noun a file or basket for 
outgoing letters (NOTE: The file for incoming 
letters is the in-tray and that for letters 
which are waiting for a decision is the pend¬ 
ing tray.) 

outvote /aut'vout/ verb to defeat someone 
in a vote 

outward /'autwod/ adj, adv 1. towards the 
outside or away from the centre or starting 
point O The outward journey takes about six 
hours. 2. on the outside O His outward ap¬ 
pearance belies his true character. 
outward bound /.autwod 'baund/ ac/y re¬ 
ferring to an aeroplane or boat that is making 
a journey away from a place 
outwardly /'autwodli/ adv as it seems on 
the outside 

outwards /'autwodz/ ac/v towards the out¬ 
side or away from the centre or starting point 
(NOTE: The US term is outward.) 

© outweigh /aut'wei/ verb to be more im¬ 
portant than something. Synonym over¬ 
shadow 

outwit /aut'wit/ verb to trick someone by 
being cleverer than they are. Synonym out¬ 
smart (NOTE: outwitting - outwitted) 
outworn /aut 'worn/ adj no longer useful. 
Synonym obsolete 
ova /'ouvo/ plural of ovum 
oval /'ouv(3)l/ noun a long rounded shape 
like an egg O He drew an oval on the paper. 
■ adj with a long rounded shape like an egg 
O The pie was cooked in an oval bowl. O A 
rugby ball isn’t round but oval. 
ovarian /ou'veorion/ adj referring to the 
ovaries 

ovary /'3uv(o)ri/ noun one of two organs in 
a woman or female animal which produce 
ova or egg cells and secrete the female hor¬ 
mone oestrogen (NOTE: The plural is ova¬ 
ries.) 

ovation /ou'veiJ(9)n/ noun great applause. 
Synonym standing ovation 
© oven /'Av(o)n/ noun a metal box with a 
door, which is heated for cooking O Don’t 
put that plate in the oven - it’s made of plas¬ 
tic. O Supper is cooking in the oven. O Can 
you look in the oven and see if the meat is 
cooked? 

ovenproof /'Av(3)n,pru:f/ adj which can 
be put into a hot oven without any danger of 
being cracked by the heat 
(D over /ouvo/ prep 1. above or higher than 
O He put a blanket over the bed. O Planes fly 
over our house every minute. O The river 
rose over its banks. 2. on the other side or to 
the other side O Our office is just over the 
road from the bank. O He threw the ball over 
the wall. O The children ran over the road. 3. 
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from the top of O He fell over the cliff O She 
looked over the edge of the balcony. 4. dur¬ 
ing O Over the last few weeks the weather 
has been cold and wet. O Let’s discuss the 
problem over lunch. 5. more than O Children 
over 16 years old have to pay full price. O 
The car costs over £40,000. O We had to wait 
for over two hours. 6. by means of O I heard 
the news over the radio this morning. ■ adv 
1. several times O He plays the same CD 
over and over again. 2. down from being up¬ 
right O The bottle fell over and all the con¬ 
tents poured out. O She knocked over the 
plant pot. O He leaned over and picked up a 
pin from the floor. 3. more than O Children 
of 16 and over pay full price. O There are 
special prices for groups of 30 and over. 4. 
not used, left behind o Any food left over af¬ 
ter the meal can be given to the poor. 5. thor¬ 
oughly O Think it over and let me know what 
you decide. 6. across something like a road or 
a field O She’s gone over to her friend’s 
house. (NOTE: over is used after many 
verbs: to run over, to fall over, to come over, 
to look over.) ■ adj finished O Is the match 
over yet? O When the civil war was over ev¬ 
eryone had more food to eat. ■ noun one of 
the sections of a cricket match, during which 
one bowler bowls six times 
over- /ouvo/ prefix 1 . extremely o overanx¬ 
ious 2. more than O the over-60s 3. too much 
O overworked O overdone 
(D overall adj /.ouvor'oil/ covering or tak¬ 
ing in everything O The overall outlook for 
the country is good. O The overall impression 
was favourable. Synonym general ■ adv 
/.ouvor'oil/ taking in everything o Overall, 
her work has improved considerably. ■ noun 
/'ouvoroil/ a light coat worn at work o He 
was wearing a white overall as he had just 
come out of the laboratory. O Put an overall 
over your clothes before you start painting. 
overall majority /.ouvoroil m3'd3Driti/ 
noun a majority over all other parties in Par¬ 
liament taken together 

overalls /'ouvoroilz/ plural noun a 
one-piece suit of trousers and top worn over 
normal clothes to keep them clean when you 
are working 

overbalance /.ouvo'baelons/ verb to lose 
your balance 

overbearing /.ouvo'beorip/ adj trying to 
dominate others. Synonym arrogant. Ant¬ 
onym meek 

d> overboard /'ouvoboid/ adv 1. into the 
water from the edge of a ship, etc. □ man 
overboard! someone has fallen into the wa¬ 
ter! 2. □ to go overboard for something to 
be enthusiastic about something (informal ) o 
1 don’t go overboard for his paintings. 
overcast /'ouvokaist/ adj (of the sky) dull 
and cloudy. Synonym gloomy 


overeating 

overcharge /^uvo'tjcuds/ verb to charge 
someone too much for something 
overcoat /'ouvokout/ noun a thick outdoor 
coat which you wear over other clothes 
(D overcome /.ouvo'kAm/ verb 1. to gain 
victory over an enemy or problem O The 
army quickly overcame the invaders. O Do 
you think the drugs problem can ever be 
overcome? 2. to make someone helpless O 
She was overcome by fear. O Two people 
were overcome by smoke. (NOTE: overcame 
/ouvo'keim/- has overcome) 
overcompensate /.ouvo'komponseit/ 
verb to try to do more than you should to 
make up for something 
overcrowded /^uvo'kraudid/ adj with 
too many people inside. Antonym deserted 
overcrowding /.ouvo'kraudirj/ noun 
having too many people or things in a small 
area. Synonym congestion 
overdo /.ouvo'du:/ verb to do too much, 
work too hard or to use too much of some¬ 
thing O They overdid the red velvet and 
made the sitting room look like a bar. O 
Don’t overdo the exercises in the first few 
weeks. O The doctor says I’ve been overdo¬ 
ing it recently and need a rest. O He overdid 
it and strained his back. 
overdone /.ouvo'dAn/ adj 1. exaggerated 
O All right, it’s a tragedy, but all that weep¬ 
ing and wailing was terribly overdone. 2. 
cooked too much O I complained because my 
steak was overdone. Antonym underdone 
overdose /'ouvodous/ noun a dose of a 
drug which is more than normal O She went 
into a coma after an overdose of heroin. ■ 
verb □ to overdose on to take too much of a 
drug O It’s perfectly possible to overdose on 
aspirin. 

overdraft /'ouvodraift/ noun an amount of 
money which you can withdraw from your 
bank account with the bank’s permission, 
which is more than there is in the account 
overdraw /.ouvo'dro:/ verb to take out 
more money from a bank account than there 
is in it (NOTE: overdrew /ouvo'dru:/ - over¬ 
drawn /ouvo'droin/) 

overdrawn /.ouvo 1 drain/ adj (of a bank 
account) from which more money has been 
taken than there is in it 
overdue /.ouvo'djui/ adj 1 . which has not 
been paid at the correct time O This invoice is 
overdue - please pay immediately. 2. which 
is late O Her library books were overdue so 
she had to pay a fine. O This visit to my 
mother is long overdue. 
overeat /.ouvor'iit/ verb to eat too much 
(NOTE: overate /ouvs'et/ - overeaten) 
overeating /.ouvor'iitnj/ noun eating too 
much food 
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overestimate /.ouvor'estimeit/ verb to 
think something is larger or worse than it 
really is 

overexert /.ouvorig'zsit/ verb □ to 
overexert yourself to work too hard o Don't 
overexert yourself! O He’s in no danger of 
overexerting himself! 

overexertion /.ouvorig'zsiJXojn/ noun 
too much effort 

overflow verb /ouvo'flou/ 1. to flow over 
the top of something O The river overflowed 
its banks. O The bath was so full it was over¬ 
flowing. 2. to occupy more space O The 
crowd was so big that it overflowed into the 
street outside the meeting room. ■ noun /- 
'ouvoflou/ 1. a liquid which has overflowed 
O This ditch takes away the overflow from 
the pond. 2. a pipe or hole which allows a liq¬ 
uid to flow out of a container that is too full O 
The overflow was blocked and water started 
coming through the ceiling. 3. an amount or 
number which will not fit a given space O 
The new towns were built to house the over¬ 
flow population from the capital. O The sta¬ 
dium was full and the overflow watched the 
match on giant TV screens in the park next 
door. 

overgrown /^uvo'groun/ adj covered 
with plants and weeds because of not being 
looked after 

overhang noun /'ouvohseg/ a part which 
sticks out from something over a space O 
Getting past the rock overhang is the most 
difficult part of the climb. O We sheltered 
from the rain under the overhang of the roof. 
■ verb /.ouvo'hasr)/ to stick out above some¬ 
thing else O The upper storey of the house 
overhangs the street. (NOTE: overhanging - 
overhung) 

overhaul verb /ouvo'hoil/ 1. to examine 
something carefully and make changes so 
that it works better O We need to overhaul 
the company’s union agreements. 2. to over¬ 
take another ship or car O From being last in 
the race he gradually moved up and in the 
end overhauled the leaders. ■ noun 
/'ouvohoil/ the act of examining and improv¬ 
ing or repairing something O a long overdue 
overhaul of our safety procedures O My car’s 
in the garage for a complete overhaul. 

(S) overhead /ouvo'hed/ adv above you o 
Look at that plane overhead. O Please stow 
your hand luggage in the lockers overhead. 
Antonym below 

overhead expenses /.ouvohed ik- 
'spensiz/ plural noun general expenses in¬ 
curred by a business as a whole, such as sala¬ 
ries, heating and rent. Synonym costs 
overhead projector /.ouvorhed pro- 
'd3ekto/ noun a projector which projects a 
picture from a flat surface onto a screen 


overpower 

(D overheads /'ouvohedz/ plural noun 
same as overhead expenses, synonym 
costs O We need to cut back on overheads. 
(NOTE: The US term is overhead.) 
overhear /.ouvo'hio/ verb to hear acciden¬ 
tally something which you are not meant to 
hear (NOTE: overheard /ouvo'hsid/) 
overheat /.ouvo'hiit/ verb to get too hot 
overjoyed / l 3UV9 l d30id/ adj extremely 
happy. Synonym delighted. Antonym 
disappointed 

overkill /'ouvokil/ noun more of something 
than is wanted or appropriate 
overland /.ouvo'kend/ adv, adj by land o 
You can travel to India overland. O The over¬ 
land route to South Africa takes you right 
through the heart of the African continent. 
overlap /.ouvo'laep/ verb to cover part of 
something else (NOTE: overlapping - over¬ 
lapped) ■ noun /'ouvolcep/ an amount by 
which something overlaps O The overlap of 
the wallpaper was so small that no one no¬ 
ticed it. 

overlay noun /'ouvolei/ a covering for the 
surface of something O They put an overlay 
of gold leaf on the statue. ■ verb /^uvo'lei/ 
to cover the surface of something with some¬ 
thing O a stone floor overlaid with brilliantly 
coloured mosaics. Synonym cover 
overleaf /.ouvo'lif/ adv referring to the 
other side of a page of a book or other 
publication 

overload /.ouvo'loud/ verb to put too 
heavy a load on something 
overlook /.ouvo'luk/ verb 1 . not to notice 
something O She overlooked several mis¬ 
takes when she was correcting the exam pa¬ 
pers. 2. to pretend not to notice something O 
In this instance the bank will overlook the de¬ 
lay in making payment. 3. to look out on to O 
My office overlooks the factory. O I want a 
room overlooking the hotel gardens, not the 
car park. 

overly /'ouvoli/ adv too much. Antonym 

slightly 

overnight /.ouvo'nait/ adv for the whole 
night O We will stay overnight in France on 
our way to Italy. O Will the food stay fresh 
overnight? ■ adj lasting all night O They took 
an overnight flight back from China. O There 
are three sleeping cars on the overnight 
express. 

overnight bag /'ouvonait bseg/ noun a 
small suitcase which can carry just what you 
need to spend one night somewhere 
overpass /'ouvopais/ noun a road which 
crosses over the top of another road. Com¬ 
pare underpass 

overpower /.ouvo'pauo/ verb to control 
someone by force 
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overpowering 

overpowering /.auva'pauarir)/ adj very 
strong O an overpowering smell of cheese 
overpriced /.auva'praist/ adj with a price 
which is too high. Antonym cheap 
overrated /.auva'reitid/ adj said to be 
better than it really is 

overreach /.auva'riitJV verb □ to over¬ 
reach yourself to fail in what you are trying 
to do because it is beyond your capabilities 
overreact /.auvari'aekt/ verb to react to 
something with too much emotion or action 
d> override /,auva'raid/ verb 1. to cancel 
an instruction O The chairman decided to 
override the committee’s decision. 2. to be 
more important than other things O The 
group’s safety overrides any other consider¬ 
ations. (NOTE: overrode /auva'raud/ - 
overridden /auva'rid(a)n/) 
overriding /.auva'raidir)/ adj more impor¬ 
tant than all others 

overrule /.auva'ruil/ verb 1. (in a meet¬ 
ing) not to allow a decision because you are 
more powerful than the person who took the 
decision O Mr Smith tried to object but his 
objection was overruled by the chairman. O 
The committee overruled the decision made 
by the secretary. 2. (of a higher court) to set 
a new precedent by deciding a case on a dif¬ 
ferent principle from the one laid down by a 
lower court O The Supreme Court can over¬ 
rule any other court in the USA. 
overrun ^auva'rAn/ verb 1. to go beyond a 
certain time limit O The meeting overran by 
thirty minutes. 2. to beat someone or occupy 
their territory very quickly O The enemy 
overran our coastal defences and began ad¬ 
vancing inland. 3. □ to be overrun with 
something or someone to be filled with a 
crowd of people, animals or things O The city 
centre is overrun with tourists every summer. 
(D overseas adv /.auva'siiz/ in a foreign 
country O He went to work overseas for some 
years. Synonym abroad ■ adj /'auvasiiz/ 
referring to foreign countries O Overseas 
sales are important for our company. 
oversee /.auva'si:/ verb to supervise 
something (NOTE: overseeing - oversaw - 
has overseen) 

overshadow /.auva'Jaedau/ verb to make 
someone or something less conspicuous by 
being more brilliant yourself 
overshoot /.auva'Juit/ verb to go further 
than you are supposed to (NOTE: overshoot¬ 
ing - overshot) 

oversight /'auvasait/ noun a mistake 
made by not doing something because you 
forgot it or did not notice it 

oversimplification /.auvasimplifi- 
'keij\a)n/ noun making something appear 
too simple 


oversleep /.auva'sliip/ verb to sleep lon¬ 
ger than you meant to. Synonym sleep in 
(NOTE: overslept - has overslept) 
overspend /.auva'spend/ verb to spend 
more than you should (NOTE: overspending 
- overspent) 

overspill /'auvaspil/ noun a population 
which moves from the centre of a town to an 
area outside 

overstate /,auva'steit/ verb to state some¬ 
thing too strongly or with too much detail. 
Synonym exaggerate. Antonym 
understate 

overstay /.auva'stei/ verb to stay some¬ 
where longer than you should. Synonym 

prolong 

overstep ^auva'step/ verb to go further 
than you ought to (NOTE: overstepping - 
overstepped) 

overt /au'v3it/ adj open and not hidden. 
Synonym obvious. Antonym covert 
overtake /.auva'teik/ verb to go past 
someone travelling in front of you (NOTE: 
overtaking - overtook - has overtaken) 
over-the-counter /,auva da 'kaunta/ adj 
referring to a medicine which can be bought 
without a prescription from a doctor 
over-the-top /,auva da 'top/ adj exces¬ 
sive and exaggerated. Abbr OTT 
overthrow noun /'auvaBrau/ the removal 
of a government or dictator from power O 
The revolution led to the overthrow of the 
dictator. ■ verb /auva'Brau/ to defeat o Do 
you think the rebels can overthrow the mili¬ 
tary government? O The former regime was 
overthrown and the President fled. Synonym 
conquer. Antonym uphold (NOTE: over¬ 
threw /auva'Bru:/ - overthrown) 

(D overtime /'au vat aim/ noun hours 
worked more than the usual working time 
O He worked six hours’ overtime. O The 
overtime rate is one and a half times 
normal pay. O The basic wage is £110 a 
week, but you can expect to earn more than 
that with overtime. ■ adv more than nor¬ 
mal hours of work O The staff had to work 
overtime when the hotel was full. O How 
much extra do I get for working overtime? 
Synonym energetically 
overtly /au'v3itli/ adv openly 
overtone /'auva.taun/ noun 1 . a meaning 
or quality which is suggested and not stated 
openly or made obvious in something 2. a 
musical tone which is part of the harmonic 
series above a fundamental tone 
overtones /'auvataunz/ plural noun the 
suggestion of something which is not directly 
stated 

overture /'auvatjua/ noun 1 . a short piece 
of music played at the beginning of an opera 
or a concert O The orchestra played the over- 


overturn 
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ture to ‘The Magic Flute’. 2. □ to make 
overtures to someone to try to begin negoti¬ 
ations with someone O The socialists made 
overtures to the communists with the aim of 
forming a left-wing alliance. 
overturn /,9uv3't3:n/ verb 1. to make 
something fall over or to turn upside down o 
The baby accidentally overturned the gold¬ 
fish bowl. O The fishing boat overturned in 
the storm. 2. to vote against a previous deci¬ 
sion O The decision to raise subscriptions 
was overturned by the council. 
overvalue /.ouvo'vaslju:/ verb to give 
something a higher value than is right. Ant¬ 
onym undervalue 

(D overview /'ouvovju:/ noun a general 
view of a subject 

overweight /ouvo'weit/ adj having too 
much weight, e.g. because of eating too 
much. Antonym underweight 
<S> overwhelm /.ouvo'welm/ verb 1. to 
conquer someone or something completely 
O His enthusiasm overwhelms me. O The 
enemy was overwhelmed by our troops. 2. 
to have more of something than you can 
do or cope with O The new receptionist 
was overwhelmed by her job. 
overwhelming /.ouvo'welmiij/ adj enor¬ 
mous O There was an overwhelming re¬ 
sponse to their appeal for money. O They got 
an overwhelming ‘yes ’ vote. 
overwork /.ouvo'waik/ noun too much 
work O He is suffering from stress caused by 
overwork. ■ verb 1. to work too hard o 
You’ve been overworking, you should take a 
day off. 2. to make someone work too hard O 
He overworks the kitchen staff dreadfully. O 
Like everyone else in the company, Fm over¬ 
worked and underpaid. 
overworked /,3uv9'w3:kt/ adj referring 
to someone who has too much work to do 
overwrite /.ouvo'rait/ verb 1. to delete 
computer data or a computer file and replace 
with other data or a file with the same name 
2. to write in a style that is too elaborate 
overwrought /.ouvo'roit/ adj very wor¬ 
ried and emotional. Synonym tense. Ant¬ 
onym calm 

over-zealous /,ouvo 'zelos/ adj too enthu¬ 
siastic or eager in doing something , 
ovulate /'Dvjuleit/ verb (of a woman or fe¬ 
male animal) to produce an egg inside the 
body 

ovulation /.Dvju'leiJXojn/ noun the release 
of an ovum into one of the Fallopian tubes 
ovum /'ouvom/ noun a female egg cell 
which can develop into an embryo inside the 
mother’s body when fertilised (NOTE: The 
plural is ova I'ouvol.) 

OW /au/ interj an expression of pain 


(D owe faul verb 1. to be due to pay some¬ 
one money O He still owes me the £50 he 
borrowed last month. 2. □ to owe something 
to something to have something because of 
something else O He owes his good health to 
taking a lot of exercise. 3. to feel that some¬ 
thing should be done O He owes her an apol¬ 
ogy. O I owe my sister a letter. 

® owing to /’ouir) tu:/ prep because of 
owl /aul/ noun a bird of prey which is 
mainly active at night 

(D own /sun/ adj belonging to you alone O I 
don’t need to borrow a car — I have my own 
car. O He has his own hairdressing shop. 
Synonym personal ■ noun □ of my or his 
own belonging to me or to him alone O He 
has an office of his own. O I have a car of my 
own. O They got married and now have a 
house of their own. ■ verb to have or to pos¬ 
sess something O I don’t own a car. O 
There’s no sense in owning two cars, since 
my wife doesn’t drive. O Who owns this 
shop? 

(D owner /'ouno/ noun a person who owns 
something O The police are trying to find the 
owner of the stolen car. O Insurance is neces¬ 
sary for all house owners. Synonym 

proprietor 

owner-occupier /^unor 'okjupaio/ noun 
a person who owns the house that he 
or she lives in (NOTE: The plural is owner- 
occupiers.) 

(D ownership /'ounojip/ noun a situation 
where someone owns something. Synonym 

possession 

own goal /oun 'goul/ noun 1. a goal scored 
against your own side by mistake O He tried 
to pass back to the goalkeeper and scored an 
own goal. 2. something that is intended to 
help you do something but has the opposite 
effect O Their attempts to show that the gov¬ 
ernment was financially incompetent led to a 
spectacular own goal. (NOTE: The plural is 
own goals.) 

(D own up /sun 'ap/, own up to /oun 'ap 
tu/ verb to say that you have done something 
wrong 

OX /Dks/ noun male or female domestic cat¬ 
tle or a castrated bull used as a draught ani¬ 
mal (NOTE: The plural is oxen /'okson/.) 
oxide /'oksaid/ noun a chemical compound 
formed of oxygen and another element 
oxtail /'oksteil/ noun the meat from the tail 
of a cow or bull used as food 
oxygen /'Dksid3on/ noun a common gas 
which is present in the air and is essential for 
plant and animal life 

oyster /'oisto/ noun a type of shellfish with 
two shells, highly valued as food 
(D OZ abbr ounce(s) (NOTE: say ‘twelve 
ounces of flour’, ‘five ounces of butter’) 


ozone 
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ozone /'ouzoun/ noun a harmful form of 
oxygen, which is found in the atmosphere 
and which is poisonous to humans when 
concentrated 


ozone layer 

ozone layer /'ouzoun ,leio/ noun a layer 
of ozone in the upper atmosphere, formed by 
the action of sunlight on oxygen, which acts 
as protection against harmful rays from the 
Sun 


p 


p 1 /pi:/, P noun the sixteenth letter of the al¬ 
phabet, between O and Q 
p 2 abbr pence o This book costs 99p. o You 
should get a 60p ticket from the machine. O / 
bought the children 50p ice creams each, t 
penny 

pa /pa:/ noun a child’s name for father (in¬ 
formal) 

PA abbr personal assistant 
p.a. abbr per annum 

(D pace /peis/ noun 1 . the distance covered 
by one step O Step three paces back. O Walk 
thirty paces to the north of the stone. 2. speed 
□ to keep pace with to keep up with o She 
kept pace with the leaders for the first three 
laps. O Wages haven 7 kept pace with infla¬ 
tion. □ to set the pace (of a runner, driver, 
horse, etc.) to go fast, showing how fast a 
race should be run O The German driver set 
the pace in his Ferrari. ■ verb 1 . to walk O 
He paced backwards and forwards in front of 
the door. 2. to measure by walking O He 
paced out the distance between the tree and 
the house. 3. to set the pace for a runner O To 
help him train for the marathon she paced 
him on her bicycle. 

pacemaker /'peismeiko/ noun an elec¬ 
tronic device which is implanted in a pa¬ 
tient’s chest and which stimulates and 
regulates the heartbeat 

(D pacific /po'sifik/ adj preferring peace 
and calm 

Pacific /po'sifik/ noun same as Pacific 
Ocean 

pacification /,paesifi'keij(3)n/ noun the 
calming of people who are angry or in revolt 
Pacific Ocean /po.sifik 'oujon/ noun the 
huge ocean between North America, South 
America, Asia and New Zealand 
Pacific Rim /po.sifik 'rim/ noun the 
countries round the edge of the Pacific 
Ocean, including South-East Asia, Japan, the 
Western States of the USA, South America, 
Australia and New Zealand 
pacifism /'paesifiz(9)m/ noun opposition 
to war 

pacifist /'paesifist/ adj supporting pacifism 
O The pacifist movement had many new 
members. ■ noun a person who supports 


pacifism O My father was a pacifist and re¬ 
fused to do military service. 
pacify /'passifai/ verb to make someone 
calm. Synonym calm. Antonym antagonise 
® pack /paek/ noun 1. a set of things put to¬ 
gether in a box O He bought a pack of chew¬ 
ing gum. 2. a set of playing cards O a pack of 
cards O Shuffle the pack. (NOTE: The US 
term is deck of cards.) 3. a group of wild 
animals together O a pack of wild dogs 4. a 
group of people or things O They’re a 
pack of fools. O He told us a pack of lies. 5. a 
bag which you can carry on your back O He 
carried his pack over his shoulder. 6. (in 
rugby) the group of forward players who 
form the scrum ■ verb 1. to put things into a 
suitcase ready for travelling O The taxi’s ar¬ 
rived and she hasn 7 packed her suitcase yet. 
O I’ve finished packing, so we can start. O 
He packed his toothbrush at the bottom of the 
bag. □ to tell someone to pack his or her 
bags to tell someone to leave, or to sack 
someone (informal) o When he got home, she 
told him to pack his bags. □ to send someone 
packing to send someone away o When the 
boys started to throw stones at her cat she 
soon sent them packing. 2. to put things in 
containers ready for sending O The books are 
packed in boxes of twenty. O Fish are packed 
in ice. 3. to put a lot of people or things into 
something o How can you pack ten adults 
into one tent? O The streets are packed with 
Christmas shoppers. O The supermarket 
shelves are packed with fruit and vegetables. 
(D package /'paskid 3 / noun 1. a parcel 
which has been wrapped up for sending O 
There was a package for you in the post. O 
We mailed the package to you yesterday. 2. a 
box or bag in which goods are sold O In¬ 
structions for use are printed on the package. 
3. a combination of salary and other benefits 
offered with a job O offered me a good salary 
package ■ verb to put something into pack¬ 
ages O The chocolates are packaged in silver 
paper. 

package deal /'pa£kid 3 di:l/ noun an 
agreement where several different items are 
offered and must be decided on at the same 
time 


package holiday /'paekid 3 .holidei/ 
noun a holiday where everything including a 
hotel, food and travel is arranged and paid for 
before you leave 

package tour /'paskid 3 tuo/ noun a tour 
where everything including a hotel, food and 
travel is arranged and paid for before you 
leave 

@ packaging /'paekid 3 ig/ noun 1. the 
wrapping of goods O The packaging is all 
done by machines. 2. paper, cardboard or 
plastic used to wrap goods O The boxes are 
sent in dust-proof packaging. 

@ packed /psekt/ adj 1. full of people o 
The restaurant was packed and there were no 
free tables. 2. put in a container 
packed lunch /paskt 'lAntJV noun sand¬ 
wiches or other easily transportable food 
packed in a bag or box, and which you can 
eat for lunch 

packer /'paeko/ noun a person who packs 
goods 

@ packet /'paekit/ noun 1. a small bag, par¬ 
cel or box O a packet of cigarettes O a packet 
of soup 2. a large amount of money O He 
made a packet on the deal. 
pack ice /'paek ais/ noun a mass of ice 
covering the sea 

(D pack in /.peek 'in/ verb □ to pack it in to 
stop whatever you are doing ( informal) o It’s 
getting dark, let’s pack it in for the day. O He 
packed in his job and bought a farm. 

® packing /'paekir)/ noun 1. putting things 
into suitcases or bags O My wife’s in the hotel 
room doing our packing. 2. material used to 
protect goods which are being packed O The 
goods are sealed in airtight packing. 
packing case /'paskirj keis/ noun a large 
wooden box for carrying items which can be 
easily broken 

@ pack off /,pask 'of/ verb to send some¬ 
one away ( informal ) 

® pack up /,paek 'Ap/ verb 1. to put things 
into a box before going away O They packed 
up all their equipment and left. 2. to stop 
working O I’ll pack up now and finish the job 
tomorrow morning. 3. to break down O One 
of the plane’s engines packed up when we 
were taking off. 

pact /paekt/ noun an agreement or treaty 
@ pad /paed/ noun 1. a soft cushion which 
protects O Put a pad of cotton on your knee. 
2. a set of sheets of paper attached together 3. 
a soft part of the sole of an animal’s foot O 
The poor cat has a prickle in one of her pads. 
4. (in cricket) one of two protective guards 
for the batsman’s or wicket-keeper’s leg 5. a 
room or flat ( informal) O I’ve got a little pad 
in the middle of Soho. ■ verb 1. to walk 
heavily and softly O The tiger was padding 
up and down in its cage. 2. to soften some¬ 


thing hard by using soft material O The 
chairs should be padded to make them more 
comfortable, t pad out (NOTE: padding - 
padded) 

padded /'paedid/ adj with soft material in it 
padding /'paedir)/ noun 1 . a soft material 
which protects, used in dressmaking, or to 
make things like cushions or chairs O The 
tailor put some more padding in the shoul¬ 
ders of the jacket. O We put cotton wool un¬ 
der the bandage as padding. 2. words added 
to a speech or article to make it longer O The 
speech was over an hour long, but most of it 
was just padding. O Your essay has got too 
much padding in it. (NOTE: no plural) 
paddle /'paed(3)l/ noun 1. a short oar used 
to make a boat move through the water O 
Help, I’ve dropped my paddle in the river! 2. 
a walk in shallow water O The little children 
went for a paddle in the sea. ■ verb 1. to 
make a boat move forwards using a paddle O 
We stopped paddling and let the canoe drift 
with the current. 2. to walk about in very 
shallow water O They all took off their shoes 
and socks and paddled in the lake. 
paddle steamer /'paed(o)l ,sti:mo/ noun 
a boat driven by large wheels on each side 
paddling pool /'paed(9)lir) pu:l/ noun a 
small shallow pool for little children 
paddock /'paedok/ noun 1. a small en¬ 
closed field, where horses can run 2. an area 
at a racecourse where racehorses parade be¬ 
fore a race 

paddy field /'paedi fiild/ noun 1. a field 
filled with water, in which rice is grown O 
Rice paddies are breeding grounds for mos¬ 
quitoes. (NOTE: plural is paddies) 2. a fit of 
bad temper (dated) o He got into a paddy 
and threw his toys out of the pram. 
padlock /'paedlok/ noun a small portable 
lock with a hook for locking things together 
O The gate is fastened with a padlock. ■ verb 
to lock something with a padlock O He pad¬ 
locked his bicycle to the lamppost. 

@ pad out /,paed 'aut/ verb to add text to a 
speech or article, just to make it longer 
paediatrician /.piidio'tri/fojn/ noun a 
doctor who specialises in treating children 
paediatrics /.piidi'aetriks/ noun the study 
of children, their development and diseases 
pagan /'peigon/ adj believing in a form of 
religion which is not one of the main formal 
religions O The missionaries tried to ban pa¬ 
gan religious practices. O The explorers vis¬ 
ited a pagan temple. ■ noun 1 . a person who 
believes in a pagan religion O The kings of 
Britain were pagans until they were con¬ 
verted by Christian missionaries. 2. a person 
who does not believe in any religion or who 
does not go to church O Doesn’t anybody 
want to go to church? - You’re just a lot of 
pagans! 


page 

<D page /peid 3 / noun 1. a side of a sheet of 
paper used in a book, newspaper or magazine 
O It’s a short book, it only has 64 pages. O 
The crossword is on the back page. O Start 
reading at page 34. O Look at the picture on 
page 6. (NOTE: With numbers the word the 
is left out: on the next page but on page 50.) 
2. a boy who is one of the bride’s attendants 
at a wedding O Two little page boys followed 
the bride into the church. (NOTE: A girl who 
does the same is a bridesmaid.) 3. a young 
messenger in a hotel ■ verb to call someone 
by radio, over a loudspeaker, etc. O Mr Smith 
isn’t in his office at the moment - I’ll page 
him for you. 

pageant /'paed 3 ont/ noun a grand display 
of people in historical costumes. Synonym 

procession 

pageantry /'paed39ntri/ noun grand cere¬ 
monies where people wear special costumes. 
Synonym spectacle 

pager /'peid 3 o/ noun a small electronic de¬ 
vice that makes a noise or displays a message 
when someone is trying to contact you 
pagoda /po'goudo/ noun a tall tower with 
several storeys, used as a temple, found in the 
Far East, e.g. in China, Korea and Japan 
® paid /peid/ 0 pay 

paid-up /,peid 'Ap/ adj all the money ow¬ 
ing having been paid 

pail /peil/ noun a bucket, a round container 
with a handle but no lid, used mainly for liq¬ 
uids (NOTE: Do not confuse with pale.) 

<D pain /pern/ noun 1. a feeling of being 
hurt O If you have a pain in your chest, you 
ought to see a doctor. O She had to take 
drugs because she could not stand the pain. 
O I get pains in my teeth when I eat ice 
cream. 2. □ to take pains over or to do 
something to take care to do something well 
O They took great pains over the organisa¬ 
tion of the conference. O She took pains to 
make everyone feel at home. ■ verb to hurt 
someone O It pains me to have to do this, but 
we must report you to the police. Synonym 
sadden. Antonym hearten 
pained /peind/ adj annoyed or upset 
(D painful /'peinf(9)l/ adj which hurts, 
which causes pain O She got a painful blow 
on the back of the head. O I have very painful 
memories of my first school. 
painfully /'peinf(3)li/ adv 1 . in a way 
which hurts O He twisted his ankle painfully. 
O I am painfully aware that most people are 
blaming me for the accident. 2. used for 
emphasising how difficult or unpleasant 
something is O So far, progress on building 
the dam has been painfully slow. 
painkiller /'peinkilo/ noun a drug which 
stops someone feeling pain. Synonym 
analgesic 


pair 

painless /'pernios/ adj which does not 
hurt. Synonym effortless 
painlessly /'peinlosli/ adv in a painless 
way 

painstaking /'peinzteikig/ adj 1. (of a 
person) working very carefully and thor¬ 
oughly O She’s a very painstaking worker. 
Antonym careless 2. (of work) careful and 
delicate O Cleaning a painting by Rembrandt 
is slow and painstaking work. 

® paint /peint/ noun a coloured liquid 
which you use to give something a colour or 
to make a picture O We gave the ceiling two 
coats of paint. O I need a two-litre tin of 
green paint. O The paint’s coming off the 
frontdoor. (NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 
■ verb 1. to cover something with paint o 
We got a firm in to paint the house. O They 
painted their front door blue. O She painted 
her toenails bright red. 2. □ to paint your¬ 
self into a corner to get yourself into a situa¬ 
tion that you cannot get out of (informal) □ to 
paint the town red to have a wild party in 
the town O After the exam results come out 
we are all going up to London to paint the 
town red. 3. to cover something with a liquid 
O The nurse painted his knee with antiseptic. 
4. to make a picture of something using paint 
O She painted a picture of the village. O He’s 
painting his mother. O The sky is not easy to 
paint. 

paintbrush /'peintbrAjV noun a brush 
used to put paint on something (NOTE: The 
plural is paintbrushes.) 

painter /'peinto/ noun 1. a person who 
paints something such as a house O The 
painter is coming next week to paint the 
kitchen. 2. a person who paints pictures O He 
collects pictures by 19th-century French 
painters. 

(D painting /'peintir)/ noun 1. the action of 
putting on paint O Painting and decorating is 
my trade 2. a picture done with paints O Do 
you like this painting of the old church? 
paintwork /'peintw3:k/ noun a surface 
which has been painted 
(D pair /pea/ noun 1. two things taken to¬ 
gether O a pair of socks O a pair of gloves O 
She’s bought a new pair of boots. □ these 
socks are a pair these socks go together 2. 
two things joined together to make a single 
one O He took a pair of binoculars with him 
when he went out walking. O I’m looking for 
a clean pair of trousers. O Where’s my pair 
of green shorts? O This pair of scissors is 
blunt. 3. two rowers in a boat O The British 
pair won the silver medal. 4. (in the House 
of Commons) a Member of Parliament who 
has an agreement with a Member of Parlia¬ 
ment from the opposite party not to vote if ei¬ 
ther is absent from Parliament ■ verb □ to 
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paisley 

pair up to join with another person to do 
something O Everyone paired up for the trea¬ 
sure hunt. 

paisley /'peizli/ noun a pattern, especially 
on fabric, scarves and cushions, made of 
curved shapes like drops of water 
Pakistani /.paiki'staini/ adj referring to 
Pakistan O a Pakistani cricketer ■ noun a 
person from Pakistan O Our next-door neigh¬ 
bours are Pakistanis. 
pal /pasl/ noun a friend ( informal) 

<D palace /'paelis/ noun a large building 
where a king, queen, president, etc., lives 
palatable /'paetat9b(3)l/ adj nice to eat, 
tasting good 

palate /'paslot/ noun 1. the top part of the 
inside of the mouth O I burnt my palate with 
the hot soup. 2. being able to judge the qual¬ 
ity of food or drink O A trained palate easily 
distinguishes different types of wine. (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with palette, pallet.) 
palatial /pa'leiJXs)!/ adj magnificent, like a 
palace. Synonym luxurious 
(D pale /peil/ adj 1. light-coloured o What 
colour is your hat? - It’s a pale blue colour. 
2. not looking healthy, with a white face O 
She’s always pale and that worries me. O 
When she read the letter she went pale. 
(NOTE: paler - palest. Do not confuse with 
pail.) ■ verb 1. to become pale o The sky 
paled as dawn broke. 2. to become less im¬ 
portant O My problems pale into insignifi¬ 
cance compared to his. 
palette /'paelot/ noun 1. a flat board on 
which an artist mixes his or her colours O She 
squeezed a blob ofpaint onto her palette. 2. a 
range of colours available, especially on a 
computer graphics program O You can create 
your own colours and add them to the pal¬ 
ette. (NOTE: Do not confuse with palate, 
pallet.) 

pall /poll/ noun 1. □ a pall of smoke a thick 
layer of smoke ( formal ) O A pall of smoke 
hung over the burning building. 2. a cloth put 
over a coffin □ to cast a pall over something 
to make something seem gloomy O The ill¬ 
ness of the bride’s father cast a pall over the 
wedding. ■ verb to become less interesting o 
Her bright chatter began to pall after a 
while. 

pallet /'paelot/ noun a flat wooden frame on 
which goods can be stacked to be moved by a 
fork-lift truck (NOTE: The US term is skid. 
Do not confuse with palate or palette.) 
palliative /'paeliotiv/ noun something done 
to try to help a situation, but which does not 
make it any better 
pallid /'paelid/ adj sickly pale 
pallor /'pasta/ noun paleness of the face 
palm /pa:m/ noun 1. the soft inside surface 
of your hand O She held out some crumbs in 


pancake 

the palm of her hand and the birds came and 
ate them. 2. a tall tropical tree with long 
leaves O an oasis surrounded by date palms 
O The boy climbed a coconut palm and 
brought down a nut. Synonym palm tree 
palmist /'paimist/ noun a person who says 
what will happen in the future by looking at 
the lines on your palm 

palmistry /'paimistri/ noun the practice of 
telling people what will happen in the future 
by looking at the lines on the palms of their 
hands 

palm off /,pa:m 'Df/ verb □ to palm some¬ 
thing off on someone to give something 
worthless to someone hoping that he or she 
won’t notice ( informal ) o We tried to palm 
off our old sofa onto my brother. 
palm tree /pa:m tri:/ noun a tall tropical 
tree with long leaves. Synonym palm 
palpable /'paelpabfs)!/ adj which can be 
felt, which can be easily seen 
palpably /'paelpobli/ adv in a palpable way 
palpitate /'paelpiteit/ verb to beat very 
quickly. Synonym flutter 
palpitations /.paslpi'teiJXojnz/ plural 
noun a rapid beating of the heart 
paltry /'poiltri/ adj very small (NOTE: pal¬ 
trier - paltriest) 

pampas /'paempos/ noun grass-covered 
plains in South America 
pampas grass /'paempos grais/ noun a 
type of tall ornamental grass 
pamper /'pasmpo/ verb to treat someone 
too well, by giving him or her too much food 
or making his or her life too comfortable 
<D pamphlet /'pasmftat/ noun a small 
booklet giving information about something. 
Synonym leaflet 

<D pan /paen/ noun 1. a metal cooking con¬ 
tainer with a handle O Boil the potatoes in a 
pan of water. O She burnt her hand on the 
hot frying pan. 2. the bowl of a lavatory ■ 
verb 1. to criticise something o His latest 
fdm has been panned by the critics. 2. □ to 
pan for gold to sift mud in a stream hoping 
to find gold in it 3. to move a camera side¬ 
ways to take in a wider view (NOTE: pan¬ 
ning - panned) 

panacea /.paeno'siio/ noun □ a (univer¬ 
sal) panacea something which cures every¬ 
thing or which solves every problem o A 
tight monetary policy is not the universal 
panacea everyone thought it was. 
panache /po'naeJV noun a confident and 
showy way of doing things 
pancake /'pasnkeik/ noun 1 . a thin soft flat 
cake made of flour, milk and eggs, cooked in 
a frying pan O We ate pancakes and maple 
syrup for breakfast. 2. □ as flat as a pancake 
very flat O The country round Cambridge is 
as flat as a pancake. 


604 


panda 

panda /'pasndo/ noun □ a (giant) panda a 
large black and white animal found in China, 
which looks like a bear 
pandemonium /.pasndo'mouniom/ noun 
great uproar and confusion. Synonym chaos 
pander /'paendo/ verb □ to pander to 
something to try to satisfy something o The 
book panders to the low taste of the reading 
public. 

p & p abbr postage and packing 

pane /pein/ noun a sheet of glass, e.g. in a 

window or door (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

pain.) 

<D panel /'p£en(o)l/ noun 1. a flat rectangu¬ 
lar piece which forms part of something O 
Unscrew the panel at the back of the washing 
machine. 2. a section of different coloured 
material O A pink skirt with white panels. 3. a 
group of people who answer questions or 
who judge a competition O She’s on the 
panel that will interview candidates for the 
post. □ a panel of experts a group of people 
who give advice on a problem ■ verb to 
cover something with sheets of wood O He 
decided to panel the study in oak. O The 
room is panelled in walnut. (NOTE: panel¬ 
ling - panelled. The US spelling is panel¬ 
ing - paneled.) 

panel game /'paen(o)l geim/ noun a game 
on radio or TV where a group of people 
guess the answers to questions or give their 
opinions on subjects 

panelled /'paen(o)ld/ adj covered with 
panels 

panelling /'pcen(3)lir)/ noun sheets of 
wood, used especially to cover walls (NOTE: 
The US spelling is paneling.) 
pang /paer)/ noun a sudden strong feeling. 
Synonym twinge 

@ panic /'paenik/ noun terror, great fear o 
The forecast of flooding caused panic in 
towns near the river. Synonym fear. Ant¬ 
onym calm ■ verb to become frightened o 
Don’t panic, the fire engine is on its way. 
(NOTE: panicking - panicked) 
panic button /'paemk ,bAt(o)n/ noun a 
hidden button which can be pressed by some¬ 
one who feels threatened 
panic buying /'paemk .banrj/ noun a rush 
to buy something at any price because stocks 
may run out or because the price may rise 
panicky /'paeniki/ adj worried and anxious. 
Synonym frightened. Antonym calm 
panic-stricken /'paenik .strikon/ adj mad 
with fright. Synonym terrified. Antonym 
calm 

panorama /.paeno'raimo/ noun a view 
over a wide expanse of landscape 
panoramic /.paeno'raemik/ adylooking out 
over a wide area 


paper 

pan out /,paen 'aut/ verb to turn out, to 
succeed ( informal ) 

pansy /'paenzi/ noun 1. a small garden 
plant with large brightly coloured petals O 
She planted pansies in her window boxes. 2. 
a man who is weak like a woman O They 
called him a pansy because he thought rugby 
was a rough dirty game. (NOTE: The plural is 
pansies.) 

pant /paent/ verb to breathe fast 
panther /'paenGo/ noun a large black leop¬ 
ard from North America 
panties /'paentiz/ plural noun women’s 
brief knickers O A pair of panties were left on 
the washing line. O She carries a spare pair 
of panties in her handbag. 
pantomime /'paent omaim/ noun a funny 
Christmas play for children, with songs and 
dances on a traditional fairy-tale subject (in¬ 
formal) 

pantry /'paentri/ noun a cool cupboard or 
small room for keeping food in 
@ pants /paents/ plural noun 1. GB briefs, 
shorts worn on the lower part of the body un¬ 
der other clothes O She was standing by the 
window in her bra and pants. O I put on 
clean pants and socks every morning. 2. US 
trousers O The waiter was wearing a black 
jacket and a pair of striped pants. O I need a 
belt to keep my pants up. 
panty hose /'paenti houz/ noun US a 
piece of clothing made of thin material, cov¬ 
ering your hips, and your legs and feet sepa¬ 
rately, worn especially by girls, women and 
dancers (NOTE: The British term is tights.) 
papal /'peip(o)l/ adj referring to the pope 
paparazzi /.paepo'raetsi/ plural noun pho¬ 
tographers who follow famous people to take 
pictures of them for newspapers O The 
paparazzi were lying in wait for the couple as 
they left the hotel. (NOTE: plural; the singular 
is paparazzo) 

papaya /po'paio/ noun a green tropical 
fruit with yellow flesh. Also called pawpaw 
(D paper /'peipo/ noun 1. a thin piece of 
material which you write on, and which is 
used for wrapping or to make books, newspa¬ 
pers and magazines O He got a letter written 
on pink paper. O I need another piece of pa¬ 
per or sheet of paper to finish my letter. O 
There was a box of paper handkerchiefs by 
the bed. (NOTE: no plural for this meaning: 
some paper, a piece of paper, a sheet of 
paper) 2. a newspaper o I buy the paper to 
read on the train every morning. O My photo 
was on the front page of today’s paper. O 
Our local paper comes out on Fridays. O The 
Sunday papers are so big that it takes me all 
day to read them. (NOTE: The plural is pa¬ 
pers.) 3. □ on paper in theory O On paper 
the system is ideal, but no one has ever seen 
it working. 4. an exam O The English paper 
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was very difficult. (NOTE: The plural is pa¬ 
pers.) 5. a piece of writing on a specific sub¬ 
ject O He wrote a paper on economics which 
was published in one of the learned journals. 
O She wrote a good history paper. Synonym 
essay (NOTE: The plural is papers.) ■ verb 
to cover the walls of a room with wallpaper O 
They papered the room in a pattern of red 
and blue flowers. 

paperback /'peipobaek/ noun a cheap 
book with a paper cover (NOTE: Another US 

term is pocketbook.) 

paper boy /'peipo boi/ noun a boy whose 
job is to deliver newspapers to houses 
paperclip /'peipoklip/ noun a piece of 
bent wire for holding pieces of paper together 
paper girl /'peipo g3:l/ noun a girl whose 
job is to deliver newspapers to houses 
paper round /'peipo raund/ noun a group 
of streets or houses where one paper boy or 
girl delivers newspapers 
paperweight /'peipoweit/ noun a heavy 
block put on papers to prevent them from be¬ 
ing blown away 

d> paperwork /'peipowsik/ noun office 
work (NOTE: no plural) 
papier mache /.paspiei 'msejei/ noun a 
mixture of wet paper, used especially to 
make models 

paprika /'pcepriko/ noun a red spice made 
from powdered sweet peppers 
par /pa:/ noun 1 . the fact of being equal □ 
to be on a par with something or someone 
to be equal to something or someone O It is- 
n ’t really on a par with their previous perfor¬ 
mances. 2. □ to buy shares at par to buy 
shares at their face value □ the shares are 
below par the shares are less than their face 
value 3. (in golf) the number of strokes usu¬ 
ally needed by a good golfer to hit the ball 
into the hole O He went round in five under 
par. □ par for the course what usually hap¬ 
pens ( informal ) o Jack forgot my birthday 
again, but that’s par for the course. 
para /'peers/ noun same as paratrooper 
(informal) 

parable /'pa 2 rsb(s)l/ noun a short story 
with a religious or moral point. Synonym 

allegory 

(D paracetamol /.peers'siitsmol/ noun a 
common drug, used to stop symptoms, e.g. of 
flu, colds and headaches (NOTE: no plural: 
Take two paracetamol before breakfast.) 
parachute /'peersjuit/ noun a large piece 
of thin material shaped like an umbrella, with 
cords attached, which allows you to float 
down slowly and safely from an aircraft O 
His parachute did not open and he was 
killed. ■ verb 1. to jump from an aircraft 
with a parachute O The pilot parachuted 
safely from the burning plane. 2. to drop 


parallel 

something attached to a parachute O They 
parachuted supplies to the villages. 

parachutist /'pasrsjuitist/ noun a person 
who jumps from an aircraft with a parachute 
parade /ps'reid/ noun 1. a display of sol¬ 
diers O A sergeant inspects the men before 
they go on parade. 2. a series of bands, deco¬ 
rated cars, etc., passing in a street O The pa¬ 
rade was led by a brass band. O 
Independence Day is always celebrated with 
a military parade through the centre of the 
capital. 3. a wide street where people can 
walk up and down □ a parade of shops a se¬ 
ries of shops side by side ■ verb to march 
past in rows O The soldiers paraded down 
the Mall to Buckingham Palace. O The win¬ 
ning horse paraded round with its rosette. 
paradigm /'paersdaim/ noun an example 
which others can copy 

paradise /'paersdais/ noun 1. a wonderful 
place where good people are supposed to live 
after death O For a moment, I thought I must 
have died and gone to paradise. 2. any beau¬ 
tiful place or a place where you feel very 
happy O Their grandparents ’ farm was a 
paradise for the children. 
paradox /'paersdoks/ noun a thing which 
appears to contradict itself but may really be 
true. Synonym inconsistency (NOTE: The 
plural is paradoxes.) 

paradoxical /,paers'dDksik(s)l/ adj con¬ 
tradictory like a paradox. Synonym 

inconsistent 

paradoxically /.peers'doksikli/ adv in a 
paradoxical way 

paraffin /'peersfin/ noun a thin liquid used 
as a fuel, e.g. for lamps and heaters 
paragon /'peersgsn/ noun a perfect human 
being 

(D paragraph /'peersgra:f/ noun a section 
of several sentences of writing starting on a 
new line O to answer the first paragraph of 
your letter or paragraph one of your letter O 
Please refer to the paragraph headed 
‘Shipping Instructions ’. 
parakeet /'paerskiit/ noun a kind of small 
tropical parrot 

(D parallel /'peerslel/ adj (of lines) which 
are side by side and remain the same distance 
apart without ever touching O Draw two par¬ 
allel lines three millimetres apart. O The 
road is parallel to or with the railway. Syn¬ 
onym similar. Antonym dissimilar ■ noun 
an imaginary line running round the Earth, 
linking points at an equal distance from the 
equator O The 49th parallel marks most of 
the border between Canada and the United 
States. ■ verb to be similar to something o 
The results of the general election parallel 
those in the local elections held last year. 
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parallelogram /.paero'lelograsm/ noun a 
shape with four sides in which each side is 
parallel to the one opposite 
paralyse /'pasrolaiz/ verb 1. to cause pa¬ 
ralysis in someone 2. to make someone or 
something unable to move or function nor¬ 
mally for a short time O The strike paralysed 
the country. (NOTE: [all senses] The US 
spelling is paralyze.) 

paralysis /po'raelosis/ noun 1. a condition 
where the muscles of part of the body cannot 
move because of damage to the nerves 2. an 
inability to move or function normally 
paralytic /, peers' lit ik/ adj 1. paralysed in 
all or part of the body O a paralytic patient 2. 
so drunk you cannot stand up or move (infor¬ 
mal) O This is the second time this week he’s 
gone out and got absolutely paralytic. 
paramedic /.paero'medik/ noun a person 
who works in a medical profession linked to 
that of nurse or doctor, such as an ambulance 
driver or therapist 

(S) parameter /po'raemito/ noun a value 
which shows the limits of something 
paramilitary / l paero l milit(o)ri/ adj organ¬ 
ised in the same way as the army, but 
not a part of it O Members of paramilitary 
organisations were asked to surrender 
their arms. ■ noun a member of a para¬ 
military organisation O Paramilitaries sup¬ 
porting the President were blamed for the 
attack. O Paramilitaries set up road 
blocks on all the roads leading into the 
area. Synonym rebel (NOTE: The plural is 
paramilitaries.) 

paramount /'pasromaunt/ adj most impor¬ 
tant. Antonym minimal 
paranoia /.paero'noio/ noun a mental dis¬ 
order in which the patient imagines things, 
usually that he or she is being persecuted or 
attacked. Synonym fear 
paranoid /'pasronoid/ adj suffering from a 
fixed delusion. Synonym suspicious 
parapet /'pasropit/ noun a small wall at the 
edge of a bridge or balcony 
paraphernalia /.pasrofo'neilio/ noun a 
mass of bits and pieces of equipment. Syn¬ 
onym things (NOTE: no plural) 
paraphrase /'paerofreiz/ verb to repeat 
what someone has said or written, using dif¬ 
ferent words. Synonym rephrase 
paraplegic /.pasro'pliidsik/ adj paralysed 
in the part of the body below the waist 
parasite /'pasrosait/ noun 1. an animal or 
plant which lives on or inside another organ¬ 
ism and draws nourishment from it O Many 
diseases are carried by parasites. 2. a person 
who does no useful work and gets money 
from others O He is a parasite on society. 
parasitic /.paero'sitik/ adj referring to 
parasites 


parent 

parasol /'pasrosol/ noun a light umbrella to 
protect you from the rays of the sun. Syn¬ 
onym sunshade 

paratrooper /'paerotruipo/ noun a soldier 
who is a parachutist (NOTE: often shortened 

to para) 

paratroops /'pasrotruips/ plural noun 
paratroopers O A small group of paratroops 
led the attack. 

(D parcel /'pa:s(9)l/ noun a package, e.g. 
one which is to be sent by post O The post¬ 
man has brought a parcel for you. O The par¬ 
cel was wrapped up in brown paper. O If 
you ’re going to the post office, can you post 
this parcel for me? ■ verb to wrap and tie 
something up to send by post O I parcelled 
the books up yesterday but I haven’t posted 
them yet. Antonym unwrap (NOTE: parcel¬ 
ling - parcelled. The US spelling is parcel¬ 
ing - parceled.) 

parcel out /,pa:s(o)l 'aut/ verb to divide 
something up among several people. Syn¬ 
onym distribute 

parched /paitjt/ adj very dry due to lack 
of water 

parchment /'paitjmont/ noun 1. skins of 
animals which were treated and used for 
writing on O Monks wrote books by hand on 
parchment. 2. a high-quality thick 
cream-coloured writing paper 
(D pardon /'pa:d(3)n/ noun 1. the act of 
forgiving someone □ I beg your pardon! ex¬ 
cuse me! forgive me! O I beg your pardon, I 
didn’t hear what you said. O I do beg your 
pardon -1 didn’t know you were busy. 2. the 
act of legally forgiving an offence which 
someone has committed O The prisoners re¬ 
ceived a free pardon from the president. ■ 
verb 1 . to forgive someone for having done 
something wrong O Pardon me for interrupt¬ 
ing, but you’re wanted on the phone. O 
Please pardon my rudeness in not answering 
your call earlier. 2. to forgive an offence 
which someone has committed and allow 
him or her to leave prison O Some political 
prisoners were pardoned and set free. 
pare /pea/ verb 1 . to take the skin or peel 
off something, e.g. a fruit or vegetable, with a 
knife O She took a sharp knife to pare the ap¬ 
ple. O He pared a thin slice off the block of 
cheese. 2. to make something smaller by cut¬ 
ting off a small amount O He managed to 
pare three seconds off his previous best time. 
□ to pare something to the bone to reduce 
something as much as possible O Margins 
have been pared to the bone to keep our 
prices low. 

(D parent /'peoront/ noun 1. a father or 
mother 2. an organisation which owns or 
rules another O Our parent company is based 
in Switzerland. 
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parentage /'peor9ntid3/ noun someone’s 
origin. Synonym ancestry 
parental /po'rentl/ adj referring to parents 
parentheses /po'renGosiiz/ plural noun 
printing symbol ( ) which enclose words or 
characters and separate them from the rest of 
the text O She put the phrase in parentheses. 
Also called round brackets 
parenthesis /po'renGosis/ noun a phrase 
in the middle of a sentence which is placed in 
brackets or between dashes O He referred to 
it only in a brief parenthesis. (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is parentheses.) 

parenthetical /.pasron'Getikb)!/ adj 
added as a parenthesis 

parenthood /'peoronthud/ noun the state 
of being a parent 

parenting /'peorontirj/ noun the activity 
of looking after children. Synonym 

childcare 

parish /'paeriJV noun 1. an area served by a 
church O He’s the vicar of a country parish. 
O They worship regularly in their local par¬ 
ish church. O Father Thomas is our parish 
priest. 2. an administrative district in a 
county with a church as its centre O He's go¬ 
ing through the local parish records to tty to 
establish when his family first came to the 
village. 

parishioner /po'riJXojno/ noun a person 
who lives in or belongs to a parish 
parity /'paeriti/ noun the fact of being 
equal, especially having the same rates of pay 
and conditions as others. Antonym disparity 
(D park /pa:k/ noun 1. an open space with 
grass and trees O Hyde Park and Regents 
Park are in the middle of London. O You can 
ride a bicycle across the park but cars are 
not allowed in. 2. □ car park an area where 
you can leave a car when you are not using it 
O He left his car in the hotel car park. O The 
office car park is full. ■ verb 1 . to leave your 
car in a place while you are not using it O 
You can park your car in the street next to the 
hotel. O You mustn’t park on a double yellow 
line. 2. □ to park yourself to put yourself in 
a place, especially where you are not wanted 
(informal ) o He came and parked himself 
next to me. 

parka /'paiko/ noun a warm waterproof 
jacket with a hood 

d> parked /paikt/ adj (of a vehicle) left 
somewhere, e.g. in a car park or standing at 
the side of the road 

(D parking /'paikip/ noun the action of 
leaving a car somewhere when you are not 
using it □ ‘no parking’ a sign showing that 
you must not park your car 
parking bay /'paikirj bei/ noun a place 
for one car in a car park 


parrot 

parking lot /'paikir) lot/ noun US an area 
where you can leave a car when you are not 
using it (NOTE: The British term is car park.) 
parking meter /'paikip .miito/ noun a 
device into which you put money to pay for 
parking for a certain time 
parking ticket /'paikig .trkit/ noun a pa¬ 
per which you get when you leave a car 
parked wrongly, telling you that you will 
have to pay a fine 

Parkinson’s disease /'pcukinsonz di- 
,zi:z/ noun a disease which affects the parts 
of the brain which control movement, mak¬ 
ing the hands and legs shake 
parkland /'pcuklaend/ noun open land with 
grass and trees 

(D parliament /'pailomont/ noun a group 
of elected representatives who vote the laws 
of a country O Parliament has passed a law 
forbidding the sale of dangerous drugs. 
parliamentarian /.padomen'teorion/ 
noun a member of one of the Houses of 
Parliament 

<D parliamentary /.paib'mentCojri/ adj 
referring to parliament. Synonym govern¬ 
mental 

Parmesan ^paimi'zaen/ noun a type of 
hard Italian cheese that is often grated and 
sprinkled on pasta dishes 
parochial /po'roukiol/ adj 1. referring to a 
parish O the parochial church council O The 
vicar takes his parochial duties very seri¬ 
ously. 2. restricted and narrow-minded O Her 
outlook is too parochial. 
parody /'paerodi/ noun poetry, a play or a 
song which imitates someone to make fun O 
He wrote a parody of Wodehouse. (NOTE: 
The plural is parodies.) ■ verb to imitate 
someone in order to make fun O His writing 
style is very easy to parody. 
parole /po'roul/ noun 1 . the act of allowing 
a prisoner to leave prison for a short time, on 
condition that he or she behaves well O He 
was given a week’s parole to visit his mother 
in hospital. 2. the act of allowing a prisoner 
who has behaved well to be released from 
prison early on condition that he or she con¬ 
tinues to behave well outside prison O She 
will be eligible for parole in three weeks’ 
time. O He was let out on parole and immedi¬ 
ately offended again. ■ verb to let a prisoner 
out of prison on condition that he or she be¬ 
haves well O After six months he was 
paroled. 

paroxysm /'paer3ksiz(3)m/ noun a wild 
fit, e.g. of anger ( formal) 
parrot /' paerot/ noun 1. a brightly coloured 
tropical bird with a large curved beak O He 
keeps a green parrot in a cage in his sitting 
room. 2. □ sick as a parrot very annoyed 
and upset ( informal ) o I put all my money on 
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the favourite and he came in last -1 was sick 
as a parrot. ■ verb to repeat words without 
really understanding them O He just parroted 
what the minister had said. Synonym mimic 
parry /'pseri/ verb 1. to try to prevent a 
blow from hitting you O He tried to parry the 
blows which rained down on his head. 2. to 
try to avoid giving an answer to a question O 
She skilfully parried the questions from the 
journalists. 

parsimonious /.paisi'mounios/ adj not 
liking to spend money 

parsimony /'paisimoni/ noun the fact of 
being a miser. Antonym extravagance 
parsley /'paisli/ noun a green herb with 
flat or curly leaves, used in cooking 
parsnip /'parsnip/ noun a plant with a 
thick white root which is eaten boiled or 
roasted as a vegetable and has a sweet taste 
parson /'pa:s(o)n/ noun a member of the 
clergy who is in charge of a parish in the 
Church of England {dated) t cleric, minis¬ 
ter, priest, vicar 

parsonage /'pa:s(9)md3/ noun the house 
where a parson lives 

<D part /part/ noun 1. a piece o Parts of the 
film were very good. O They live in the down¬ 
stairs part of a large house. O They spend 
part of the year in France. 2. one of the 
pieces that make up a machine or other object 
O We couldn't use the washing machine as 
we were waiting for a new part, t spare 
parts. Synonym component □ in part not 
completely O to contribute in part to the 
costs or to pay the costs in part 3. a character, 
e.g. in a play or film O He played the part of 
Hamlet. □ to play a part to be one of several 
people or things which do something O The 
guests played an important part in putting 
out the hotel fire. □ to take part in some¬ 
thing to join in something O They all took 
part in the game. O Did he take part in the 
concert? ■ verb 1. to divide your hair into 
sections O He parts his hair on the right side. 
2. to separate, to split up O They parted at the 
station. □ to part company to leave, to split 
up O We all set off together, but we parted 
company when we got to Italy, t part with 
partake /pai'teik/ verb □ to partake of to 
eat ( formal ) 

part exchange /,pa:t iks'tjeind 3 / noun 
giving an old product as part of the payment 
for a new one 

(D partial /'pa:J(3)l/ adj 1. not complete O 
He got partial compensation for the damage 
to his house. O The treatment was only a par¬ 
tial success. 2. □ partial to something with a 
liking for something O Everyone knows he is 
partial to a slice of cheesecake. 3. biased O 
The judge was accused of being partial. 
partiality /.paiji'aeliti/ noun 1. the fact of 
being in favour of one person rather than 


partisan 

someone else O Apart from a natural partial¬ 
ity to members of his own family, he treated 
everyone the same. 2. □ a partiality for 
something a great liking for something O His 
partiality for good French cooking is well 
known. 

partially /'pa:J(3)li/ adv not completely. 
Synonym partly. Antonym completely 

partially sighted /.paijoli 'saitid/ ad/not 
able to see very well 

<D participant /pai'tisipont/ noun a per¬ 
son who takes part. Antonym observer 
<D participate /pai'tisipeit/ verb to take 
part in something 

<D participation /pa:,tisi'peij(3)n/ noun 
the act of taking part in something 
<D participle /pa:'tisip(o)l/ noun a word 
formed from a verb, used either to form com¬ 
pound tenses or as an adjective or noun. The 
present participle of ‘to go’ is ‘going’ and the 
past participle is ‘gone’, 
particle /'pa:tik(9)l/ noun a very small 
piece 

(D particular /po'tikjulo/ adj 1 . special, re¬ 
ferring to one thing or person and to no other 
O The photocopier only works with one par¬ 
ticular type of paper. 2. □ in particular es¬ 
pecially O Fragile goods, in particular 
glasses, need careful packing. 3. fussy O 
She’s very particular about her food. O Give 
me any room you have available - I’m not 
particular. 

(D particularly /po'tikjuloli/ adv specially 
O I particularly asked them not to walk on 
the lawn. O It’s a particularly difficult prob¬ 
lem. O He isn’t particularly worried about 
the result. 

particulars /po'tikjutaz/ plural noun de¬ 
tails O the sheet which gives particulars of 
the house for sale O The inspector asked for 
particulars of the missing car. 
parting /'paitig/ noun 1 . the act of leaving 
someone O Our final parting took place out¬ 
side the railway station. 2. the line which 
marks where your hair is separated when you 
comb it O My parting is on the left side. ■ adj 
done when leaving a place or person O It was 
a parting gift from my brother before he went 
abroad. 

parting shot /.paxtir) 'Jot/ noun the last, 
often unpleasant, words spoken when leaving 
someone 

partisan /'partiz(o)n/ adj 1 . strongly sup¬ 
porting a certain point of view O His partisan 
views are obvious in the article. O She’s too 
partisan to be trusted to make an objective 
assessment of the situation. 2. referring to lo¬ 
cal armed resistance against an occupying 
army O The invaders found themselves up 
against a partisan army. ■ noun 1 . a person 
who supports a policy forcefully o She’s a 
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partisan of having more women Members of 
Parliament. 2. a member of a local armed re¬ 
sistance movement, fighting against an occu¬ 
pying army O The town was captured by 
partisans. 

partition /pa:'tij(3)n/ noun 1. a division of 
a country into separate parts O Did you agree 
with the partition of the country after the 
war? 2. a thin wall between two spaces, es¬ 
pecially one splitting a large room into sec¬ 
tions O We put a partition across the centre 
of the room to make two separate bedrooms 
for the boys. ■ verb 1. to divide a country o 
The country was partitioned in 1947 to form 
the new independent states of India and Paki¬ 
stan. 2. □ to partition something off to di¬ 
vide something such as a room, especially by 
means of a partition O The open-plan office 
has been partitioned off into smaller areas. 

© partly /'paitli/ adv not completely o The 
house is partly furnished. O I’m only partly 
satisfied with the result. O We ’re selling our 
house in London, partly because we need the 
money, but also because we want to move 
nearer to the sea. Synonym partially. Ant¬ 
onym wholly 

© partner /'paitno/ noun 1. a person who 
works in a business and has a share in it with 
others O He became a partner in a firm of so¬ 
licitors. 2. a person you live with, without 
necessarily being married O We invited him 
and his partner for drinks. 3. a person who 
plays games or dances with someone O Take 
your partners for the waltz. O Sally is my 
usual tennis partner. ■ verb to be the partner 
of someone O She was partnered by her sis¬ 
ter in the doubles. 

© partnership /'paitnojip/ noun a busi¬ 
ness association between two or more people 
in which the risks and profits are shared ac¬ 
cording to a letter of agreement between the 
partners □ to go into partnership (with 
someone) to join with someone to form a 
partnership O He went into partnership with 
his brother to market his new invention. O 
They gave up their jobs and went into 
partnership. 

© part of speech /,pa:t ov 'spirtJ7 noun 
a group of words which are classified accord¬ 
ing to grammatical use, e.g. nouns and verbs 
partridge /'pa:tnd 3 / noun a small brown 
and grey wild bird, shot for sport and food 
© part-time /,pa:t 'taim/ adj, adv not for 
the whole working day or week O He is try¬ 
ing to find part-time work when the children 
are in school. O We are looking for part-time 
staff to keyboard data. O She works part-time 
in the local supermarket. 
part-timer /part 'taimo/ noun a person 
who works for part of a day or week 
© part with /'part wi6/ verb to give or sell 
something to someone 


passage 

® party /'parti/ noun 1. a special occasion 
when several people meet, usually in some¬ 
one’s house O We’re having a party on New 
Year’s Eve. O Our family Christmas party 
was a disaster as usual. O She invited twenty 
friends to her birthday party. □ to gatecrash 
a party to get into a party without being in¬ 
vited O A group of students tried to gatecrash 
her party. 2. a group of people doing some¬ 
thing together O parties of tourists walking 
round the gardens, t working party 3. an or¬ 
ganisation of people with similar political 
opinions and aims O Which party does he be¬ 
long to? O She’s a member of the Labour 
Party. 4. a person or organisation which is 
involved in a legal dispute, a contract or a 
crime 

party political /,pa:ti p9'litik(3)l/ adj re¬ 
ferring to or involving party politics 
party politics /,pa:ti 'politiks/ noun the 
process of working to promote the interests 
of a political party, by taking power in a local 
or national government 
CD pass /pa:s/ noun 1. (in football, etc.) the 
act of sending the ball to another player O He 
sent a long pass across the field and Smith 
headed it into goal. 2. a low area where a 
road can cross between two mountain peaks 
O The Brenner Pass is closed by snow. O The 
road winds steeply up to the pass. 3. a season 
ticket on a bus or train O I left my bus pass at 
home, so I had to pay for a ticket. 4. a permit 
to go in or out regularly O You need a pass to 
enter the ministry offices. O All members of 
staff must show a pass. 5. □ to make a pass 
at someone to try to start a sexual relation¬ 
ship with someone ■ verb 1. to go past some¬ 
one or something O If you walk towards the 
bank you will pass the office on your right. O 
I passed her on the stairs. O If you ’re passing 
the bookshop, can you pick up the book I or¬ 
dered? 2. to move something towards some¬ 
one O Can you pass me the salt, please? O 
He passed the ball back to the goalkeeper. 3. 
to be successful in a test or examination O He 
passed in English, but failed in French. O 
She passed her driving test first time! 4. to 
vote to approve something O Parliament has 
passed a law against the ownership of guns. 
O The proposal was passed by 10 votes to 3. 
5. to make a substance leave the body as a 
waste product or in a waste product O His 
kidneys were affected and he passed blood in 
his urine. □ to pass water to make liquid 
waste leave the body. Synonym urinate 
passable /'pa:s3b(3)l/ adj 1. which you 
can travel along O The roads across the 
mountains have been cleared of snow and 
are passable again. 2. fairly good O He did a 
passable imitation of the prime minister. 

© passage /'paesid 3 / noun 1. a corridor o 
She hurried along the passage. O There’s an 
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underground passage between the two rail¬ 
way stations. 2. a section of a text O She 
quoted passages from the Bible. O I photo¬ 
copied a particularly interesting passage 
from the textbook. 3. the action of moving 
from one place to another O The attackers 
promised the garrison safe passage if they 
surrendered. 

passageway /'paesid 3 wei/ noun a 
corridor 

<S> pass away /,pa:s o'wei/ verb to die 
(NOTE: also pass on) 

<D passenger /'paesind33/ noun a person 
who is travelling, e.g. in a car, bus, train or 
plane, but who is not the driver or one of the 
crew O His car’s quite big - it can take three 
passengers on the back seat. O The plane was 
carrying 104 passengers and a crew of ten. □ 
there was a dent on the passenger side 
there was a dent in the side of the car nearest 
to the kerb 

passer-by /.paiso 'bai / noun a person 
who is walking past. Synonym onlooker 
(NOTE: The plural is passers-by.) 

(§> passing /'paisir)/ adj 1. not permanent o 
It’s just a passing fashion. 2. which is going 
past O The driver of a passing car saw the 
accident and called the police on his mobile 
phone. 

(D passion /'paeJ(o)n/ noun a very strong 
emotion or enthusiasm O Her great passion 
is motor racing. O She has a passion for 
chocolate. O He didn’t put enough passion 
into the love scene. 

passionate /'paeJXojnot/ adj strongly 
emotional 

passionately /'pasJXojnotli/ adv strongly 
passion fruit /'paeJ(o)n fruit/ noun a 
climbing plant with purple juicy fruit 
passive /'passiv/ adj allowing things to 
happen to you and not taking any action 
yourself O He wasn’t one of the ringleaders, 
he only played a passive role in the coup. 
Synonym inert ■ noun the form of a verb 
which shows that the subject is being acted 
upon. Also called passive voice (NOTE: If 
you say ‘the car hit him’ the verb is active, 
but ‘he was hit by the car’ is passive.) 
passively /'passivli/ adv not offering any 
resistance, not doing anything positive 
passive resistance /.passrv ri zist(o)ns/ 
noun the policy of protesting against some¬ 
thing by refusing to do it, but not by using 
violence 

passive smoking /.paesrv 'smoukir)/ 
noun the act of breathing in smoke from 
other people’s cigarettes, when you do not 
smoke yourself 

pass key /'pais kii/ noun a main key, e.g. 
in a hotel, which opens several doors 


past 

(§> pass off /,pa:s 'of/ verb 1. to take place 
O The meeting passed off without any prob¬ 
lems. 2. □ to pass something off as some¬ 
thing else to pretend that something is 
another thing in order to cheat O He passed 
the wine off as French. □ to pass yourself off 
as something to pretend to be something o 
He passed himself off as a rich banker from 
South America. 

<D pass on /,pais 'on/ verb 1. to move 
something on to someone else O She passed 
on the information to her boss. 2. to die O My 
father passed on two years ago. (NOTE: also 
pass away in the same meaning) 
d> pass out /,pais 'aut/ verb to faint, to be¬ 
come unconscious for a short time 
Passover /'paisouvo/ noun a Jewish 
spring festival which celebrates the release of 
Jews from captivity in Egypt 
(D passport /'paispoit/ noun an official 
document allowing you to pass from one 
country to another O If you are going abroad 
you need to have a valid passport. O We had 
to show our passports at customs. O His 
passport is out of date. 
d> pass round /,pais 'raund/ verb 1. to 
hand something to various people O She 
passed the box of chocolates round the table. 
O The steward passed round immigration 
forms. 2. □ to pass the hat round to ask for 
money ( informal) o We don’t have the funds 
to put on the school play this year, so we ’ll 
have to pass the hat round. 
pass through /,pais '0rui/ verb to go 
through something. Synonym cross □ we’re 
just passing through we are on our way to 
somewhere else □ to pass through customs 
to go through a customs checkpoint 
d> pass up /,pais 'Ap/ verb not to make use 
of a chance or opportunity which is offered 
<D password /'paisw3id/ noun a secret 
word which you need to know to be allowed 
to go into a military camp or to use a com¬ 
puter system 

(D past /paist/ prep 1 . later than, after o It’s 
past the children’s bedtime. O It’s ten past 
nine (9.10) - we’ve missed the TV news. 2. 
from one side to the other in front of some¬ 
thing O If you go past the bank, you ’ll see the 
shop on your left. O She walked past me with¬ 
out saying anything. O The car went past at 
at least 60 miles an hour. (NOTE: Past is 
used for times between o’clock and the 
half-hour: 3.05 = five past three; 3.15 = a 
quarter past three; 3.25 = twenty-five past 
three; 3.30 = half past three. For times after 
half past see to. Past is also used with 
many verbs: to go past, to drive past, to 
fly past, etc.) ■ adj which has passed O He 
has spent the past year working in France. O 
The time for talking is past - what we need is 
action. ■ noun 1 . the time before now o In 
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the past we always had an office party just 
before Christmas. 2. □ the past (tense) the 
form of a verb which shows that something 
happened before the present time O ‘Sang ’ is 
the past (tense) of the verb ‘to sing ’. 
pasta /'passto/ noun an Italian food made 
of flour and water, cooked by boiling and 
eaten with oil or sauce (NOTE: no plural: 
some pasta, a bowl of pasta ; note that 
pasta takes a singular verb: The pasta is 
very good here.) 

paste /peist/ noun 1. a thin liquid glue o 
Spread the paste evenly over the back of the 
wallpaper. 2. soft food O The cake is covered 
with almond paste. O Mix the flour, eggs and 
milk to a smooth paste. O Add tomato paste 
to the soup. 3. a hard shining glass, used to 
make imitation jewellery O Those aren ’t real 
diamonds, they 're just paste. ■ verb to glue 
something such as paper O She pasted a sheet 
of coloured paper over the front of the box. O 
He pasted the newspaper cuttings into his 
scrapbook, t cut 

pastel /'passt(o)l/ noun 1. a coloured 
crayon like chalk O a portrait done in pastels 
□ pastel colours soft, light shades O The 
whole house was decorated in light pastel 
colours. 2 . a picture done with coloured cray¬ 
ons like chalk o This pastel was used as a 
sketch for the finished painting. 
pasteurisation /.paistJorai'zeiJXojn/, 
pasteurization noun the action of pasteuris¬ 
ing milk. Synonym sterilisation 
pasteurise /'paist Joraiz/, pasteurize 
verb to kill the germs in milk by heating it. 
Synonym sterilise 

pastiche /pae'sti:// noun something, e.g. a 
poem or a piece of music, which is deliber¬ 
ately done in the style of another artist 
pastille /'p£est(9)l/ noun a small sweet 
made of fruit-flavoured jelly 
pastime /'paistaim/ noun a hobby, some¬ 
thing you do to pass your spare time. Syn¬ 
onym hobby 

pastor /'paisto/ noun a member of the 
Protestant clergy 

pastoral /'paist(3)rol/ adj 1. referring to 
country life O Virgil was famous for his pas¬ 
toral poetry. 2 . referring to guidance in con¬ 
nection with someone’s personal problems O 
There's an important pastoral side to a 
teacher's job. 

past participle /pa:st 'paitisip(o)l/ noun 
a word formed from a verb, used either to 
form a past tense or as an adjective. The past 
participle of‘go’ is ‘gone’, 
past perfect /paist 'p3ifikt/ noun the 
tense of a verb which is formed with ‘had’ 
plus the past participle, and which shows 
something that happened before something 
else. In the sentence ‘I had made breakfast 


patella 

before I had a shower’, ‘had made’ is in the 
past perfect. 

(D pastry /'peistri/ noun a mixture of flour, 
fat and water, used to make pies O She was in 
the kitchen making pastry. 
pasture /'paistJo/ noun a grassy area 
where animals such as horses, cows and 
sheep can graze. Synonym meadow 
pasty noun /'paesti/ a pastry folded round a 
filling of meat and vegetables. Synonym pie 
■ acjf'/'peisti/ (of skin) white and unhealthy 
pat /paet/ noun 1 . a little tap with the hand o 
I didn't hit her -1 just gave her a little pat. □ 
a pat on the back praise O The committee 
got a pat on the back for having organised 
the show so well. 2. □ a pat of butter a small 
round piece of butter ■ verb to give someone 
or something a pat O He patted his pocket to 
make sure that his wallet was still there. □ to 
pat someone on the back to praise someone 
<D patch /paetJV noun 1. a small piece of 
material used for covering up a hole O His 
mother sewed a patch over the hole in his 
trousers. □ not a patch on someone or 
something not nearly as good as someone 
or something ( informal ) o This year's model 
isn 't a patch on the old one. 2. a small area of 
something O They built a shed on a patch of 
ground by the railway line. O There's a patch 
of rust on the car door. ■ verb to repair 
something by attaching a piece of material 
over a hole O Her jeans are all mended and 
patched. O We patched the curtains with 
some material we had left over. 

(D patch up /,paetj 'Ap/ verb 1. to mend 
something with difficulty O The mechanics 
managed to patch up the engine. O The sur¬ 
geon patched him up but warned him not to 
fight with knives again. 2. □ to patch up a 
quarrel to become more friendly again after 
quarrelling O They had a bitter argument, but 
patched up their quarrel in time for the party. 
patchwork /'paetjw3ik/ noun 1. a piece of 
needlework made by sewing small pieces of 
material together in patterns O All the women 
in the family came together to sew a patch- 
work quilt. 2. an area which looks like a 
patchwork quilt O a typical English land¬ 
scape with a patchwork of small fields 
patchy /'paetJi/ adj 1. not the same every¬ 
where O If you don’t prepare the surface 
properly, the paint will look patchy. 2. some¬ 
times good and sometimes not good o This 
year's exam results have been patchy. 3. oc¬ 
curring in some places but not in others O 
There may be some patchy rain in the south¬ 
west. (NOTE: patchier - patchiest) 
pate /'pastel/ noun a paste made of cooked 
meat or fish finely minced 
patella /po'telo/ noun the kneecap, the 
small bone at the front of the knee joint 
( technical) 
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patent /'peitont, 'pastont/ noun an official 
confirmation that you have the sole right to 
make or sell a new invention O to take out a 
patent for a new type of light bulb O They 
have applied for a patent for their new inven¬ 
tion. Synonym copyright ■ adj covered by 
an official patent ■ verb □ to patent an in¬ 
vention to register an invention with the pat¬ 
ent office to prevent other people from 
copying it 

patent leather /.peitont 'ledo/ noun 
leather with an extremely shiny surface 
patently /'peitntli/ adv obviously or 
clearly 

paternal /p3't3:n(9)l/ adj 1. referring to a 
father □ my paternal grandfather my fa¬ 
ther’s father 2. like a father O The younger 
employees disliked his paternal attitude. O 
He kept a paternal eye on the young people 
working in his department. (NOTE: The 
equivalent adjective referring to a mother is 
maternal.) 

paternity /po'tsmiti/ noun 1. the fact of 
being a father 2. the identity of a father O The 
court had first to establish the child’s pater¬ 
nity. Compare maternity 
paternity leave /po't3:niti li:v/ noun per¬ 
mission for a man to be away from work 
when his wife has a baby 
(D path /pa:0/ noun 1. a narrow track for 
walking O There’s a path across the field. O 
Follow the path until you get to the sea. Also 
called footpath 2. □ a cycle or bicycle path 
a narrow lane for cycles by the side of a road 
3. a direction in which something is moving 
or coming O People in villages in the path of 
the hurricane were advised to get away as 
fast as possible. O The school stands right in 
the path of the new motorway. 

(§> pathetic /po'0etik/ adj 1. which makes 
you feel pity or contempt O She looked so pa¬ 
thetic I hadn’t the heart to scold her. 2. ex¬ 
tremely bad O He made a pathetic attempt at 
a joke. O Her performance in the semi-final 
was absolutely pathetic. 
pathetically /po'0etikli/ adv in a pathetic 
way 

pathological /.paefio'E^ik^jl/ adj 1. re¬ 
ferring to a disease or which is caused by a 
disease O a pathological condition 2. ex¬ 
treme or uncontrollable O She has an almost 
pathological hatred of German men. □ to be 
a pathological liar to tell lies all the time 
pathologist /po'0Dlod3ist/ noun 1. a doc¬ 
tor who specialises in the study of diseases 
and the changes in the body caused by dis¬ 
ease O A pathologist took samples for exami¬ 
nation in the laboratory. 2. a doctor who 
examines dead bodies to find out the cause of 
death O The pathologist found traces of poi¬ 
son in the corpse. 
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pathology /p3'0Dlod3i/ noun the study of 
diseases and the changes in structure and 
function which diseases cause in the body 
pathos /'pei0Ds/ noun a quality in some¬ 
thing which makes you feel pity. Synonym 
sadness (NOTE: The adjective is pathetic.) 
pathway /'pa:0wei/ noun a track for walk¬ 
ing along 

@ patience /'peiJ(o)ns/ noun 1. the quality 
of being patient O With a little patience, 
you’ll soon learn how to ride a bike. O / 
don’t have the patience to wait that long. □ 
to try someone’s patience to make someone 
impatient O Looking after a class of thirty lit¬ 
tle children would try anyone’s patience. 2. a 
card game for one person O She sat by herself 
in her hotel room, playing patience. 

(D patient /'peiJ(o)nt/ adj 1. being able to 
wait a long time without getting annoyed O 
You must be patient - you will get served in 
time. 2. care fill and thorough O Weeks ofpa¬ 
tient investigation by the police resulted in 
his arrest. ■ noun a sick person who is in 
hospital or who is being treated by a doctor, 
dentist, psychiatrist, etc. O There are three 
other patients in the ward. O The n urse is try¬ 
ing to take the patient’s temperature. 

(D patiently /'peijontli/ adv without get¬ 
ting annoyed 

patina /'paetino/ noun a green sheen on old 
bronze objects or a shine on old wooden 
furniture 

patio /'paetiou/ noun a paved area outside a 
house or other building for sitting or eating 
(NOTE: The plural is patios.) 
patriarch /'peitriaik/ noun 1. the bishop 
of an Eastern church O the Patriarch of Con¬ 
stantinople 2. a respected old man who is 
considered the head of a village or commu¬ 
nity O We were taken to see an old man who 
was obviously the village patriarch. Compare 
matriarch 

patriarchal / l peitri l a:k(o)l/ adj referring 
to a patriarchy 

patriarchy /'peitriaiki/ noun a system of 
government by the eldest male of the ruling 
group 

patrician /po'triJXojn/ adj referring to aris¬ 
tocrats O The old East Coast patrician fami¬ 
lies lost influence when Texas and California 
became economically powerful. Synonym 
aristocratic ■ noun a member of an old 
aristocratic family O The patricians lost in¬ 
fluence when the Roman Republic was re¬ 
placed by the Empire. Synonym aristocrat 
patriot /'pastriot/ noun a person who is 
proud of his or her country and is willing to 
defend it. Synonym nationalist 
patriotic /.pastri'otik/ adj proud of your 
country and willing to defend it. Synonym 
nationalistic 
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patriotism /'past riot iz(o)m/ noun a feel¬ 
ing of great pride in your country. Synonym 

loyalty 

patrol /po'troul/ noun 1. the act of keeping 
guard by walking or driving up and down O 
They make regular patrols round the walls of 
the prison. O He was on patrol in the centre 
of town when he saw some youths running 
away from a bank. 2. a group of people keep¬ 
ing guard O Each time a patrol went past we 
hid behind a wall. ■ verb to keep guard on a 
place by walking or driving up and down O 
Armed security guards are patrolling the 
warehouse. Synonym guard (NOTE: patrol¬ 
ling - patrolled) 

patrol car /po'troul ka:/ noun a police car 
which drives up and down the streets 
patrolman /po'troulmon/ noun especially 
US a policeman on patrol (NOTE: The plural 

is patrolmen.) 

(D patron /'peitron/ noun 1. a person who 
protects or supports someone or something o 
She’s a great patron of the arts. 2. a person 
who goes regularly to a place, e.g. a shop, ho¬ 
tel, restaurant or theatre O The car park is for 
the use of hotel patrons only. 
patronage /'paetromd 3 / noun the practice 
of giving support or encouragement to some¬ 
one, e.g. an artist 

patronise /'pastronaiz/, patronize verb"\. 

to act in a way which shows you think you 
are superior to someone O He thinks he can 
patronise us because we ’re younger than he 
is. 2. to go regularly to a place, e.g. a shop, 
public house or theatre O We believe it’s im¬ 
portant to patronise small local shops. O The 
restaurant is mainly patronised by local 
businesspeople. 3. to support or encourage 
someone such as an artist O King Charles I 
patronised several Flemish painters, espe¬ 
cially Van Dyck. 

patron saint /.peitron 'seint/ noun a saint 
who is believed to protect a particular group 
of people 

patter /'paeto/ noun 1. a light tapping noise 
O the patter of raindrops on the roof O I 
heard a patter of feet in the corridor. 2. rapid 
talk by someone, e.g. a conjuror, salesman or 
trickster, to keep your attention o He kept up 
a continuous patter as he shuffled the cards. 
■ verb to make a light tapping noise o The 
rain pattered on the windows. 

(D pattern /'paet(o)n/ noun 1. instructions 
which you follow to make something O She 
copied a pattern from a magazine to knit her 
son a pullover. 2. a design of something, e.g. 
lines or flowers, repeated again and again on 
cloth, wallpaper, etc. O She was wearing a 
coat with a pattern of black and white spots. 
O Do you like the pattern on our new carpet? 
3. the general way in which something usu¬ 


pawn 

ally happens O a change in the usual weather 
pattern 

patterned /'paet(o)nd/ adj with a repeated 
pattern 

paucity /'poisiti/ noun a lack of some¬ 
thing. Synonym dearth (NOTE: no plural) 
paunch /point JV noun a man’s fat stomach 
(NOTE: The plural is paunches.) 
pauper /'poipo/ noun a poor person. Ant¬ 
onym millionaire 

(D pause /po:z/ noun a short stop during a 
period of activity such as work O The exer¬ 
cise consists of running on the spot for ten 
minutes, with a short pause after each 100 
steps. O He read his speech slowly, with 
plenty of pauses. ■ verb to rest for a short 
time 

pave /peiv/ verb 1 . to cover a road or path, 
etc., with a hard surface O In the old town, 
the streets are paved with cobblestones. O 
There is a paved courtyard behind the res¬ 
taurant. 2. □ to pave the way for something 
to prepare the way for something to happen O 
The election of the new president paves the 
way for a change of government. 

(D pavement /'peivmont/ noun 1 . a hard 
path for walkers at the side of a road O Walk 
on the pavement, not in the road. O Look out! 
- the pavement is covered with ice. (NOTE: 
The US term is sidewalk.) 2. US a hard road 
surface (NOTE: The British term is road¬ 
way.) 

pavement artist /'peivmont ,a:tist/ 
noun an artist who draws pictures on the 
pavement with coloured chalks 
pavilion /po'vilion/ noun 1 . a small build¬ 
ing for people playing sport to rest in be¬ 
tween games O The rest of the team watched 
from the pavilion as he scored the winning 
run. 2. a separate building at a large exhibi¬ 
tion O Have you seen the Canadian pavilion 
yet? 

paving stone /'peivirj stoun/ noun a 
large flat stone slab used for making paths 
and patios 

(D paw /po:/ noun 1 . the hairy foot of an ani¬ 
mal with claws O The bear held the fish in its 
paws. 2. a hand ( informal ) o Keep your paws 
off my food! ■ verb 1 . to pat something with 
a foot O The horse pawed the ground impa¬ 
tiently. 2. to touch someone with the hands O 
He tried pawing the girls at the office party. 

(D pawn /poin/ noun 1. the smallest piece 
on the chessboard O He took two of my 
pawns. O She sacrificed a pawn in order to 
put his king in check. 2. a person who is con¬ 
trolled by someone more powerful O He was 
just a pawn in the hands of powerful bankers. 
3. □ in pawn left in exchange for money 
which has been borrowed O He left his watch 
in pawn for £20. ■ verb to leave an object in 
exchange for borrowing money: you claim 
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back the object when you pay back the 
money O I was so desperate that I pawned 
my mobile phone. O He was in a bad state - 
even his dinner jacket had been pawned. O 
She pawned her ring to get money for food. 
Synonym trade in 

pawnbroker /'poinbrsuks/ noun a person 
who lends money in exchange for valuables 
left with him or her 

pawnbroker’s /'poinbrsukaz/, pawn¬ 
shop /'poinfop/ noun a shop where goods 
can be pawned 

pawpaw /'poipo:/ same as papaya 
® pay /pei/ noun wages or salary o They ’re 
on strike for more pay. O I can’t afford luxu¬ 
ries on my miserable pay. □ holiday with 
pay holiday which an employee can take by 
contract and for which he or she is paid □ in 
the pay of a person or an organisation paid 
by a person or an organisation O He was ac¬ 
cused of being in the pay of the enemy secret 
service. ■ verb 1. to give someone money for 
something O How much did you pay for your 
car? O We pay £100 a week in rent. O Please 
pay the waiter for your drinks. O She paid 
him £10 for his old bike. 2. to give money to 
someone for doing something O We pay sec¬ 
retaries £10 an hour. O I paid them one 
pound each for washing the car. O I’ll pay 
you a pound to wash my car. (NOTE: You 
pay someone to wash the car before he 
or she washes it, but you pay someone for 
washing the car after he or she has 
washed it.) 3. □ to pay attention to some¬ 
one or something to note and think about 
someone or something carefully O Pay atten¬ 
tion to the following instructions. □ to pay a 
visit to visit O We ’ll pay my mother a visit 
when we ’re in town. 4. to be worth while to 
someone O It would probably pay you to 
have the flat repainted. (NOTE: paying - 
paid /peid/) 

payable /'pei3b(o)l/ adj which must be 
paid □ to make a cheque payable to some¬ 
one to write someone’s name on a cheque, so 
that the money is put into his or her account 
(D pay back /,pei 'baek/ verb 1. to give 
someone money which you owe O He bor¬ 
rowed £10 last week and hasn’t paid me 
back. 2. □ to pay someone back for 
something to take revenge on someone for 
having done something O ‘That will pay them 
back for ruining our party ’, he said as he 
smashed their car window. 
paycheque /'pei 'tjek/ noun a regular sal¬ 
ary cheque given to an employee (NOTE: The 
US spelling is paycheck.) 
payday /'peidei/ noun a day when employ¬ 
ees get paid 

pay desk /'pei desk/ noun same as cash 
desk 
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payee /pei'ii/ noun a person who is paid 
money. Synonym recipient. Antonym 
payer 

payer /'peis/ noun a person who pays 
money to someone. Synonym spender. Ant¬ 
onym payee 

(D pay in /,pei 'in/ verb to put money into 
an account. Synonym deposit 
paying-in slip /.penrj 'in slip/ noun a 
form which is filled in when money is depos¬ 
ited in a bank account or building society 
account 

(D payment /'peimant/ noun 1. the fact of 
giving money for something O I make regu¬ 
lar monthly payments into her account. O She 
made a payment of £10,000 to the solicitor. 
2. money paid O Did you receive any pay¬ 
ment for the work? O If you fall behind with 
your payments, they will take the car back. 

(D pay off /,pei 'of/ verb 1. to finish paying 
money which is owed O He’s aiming to pay 
off his mortgage in ten years. O She said she 
couldn’t pay off the loan. 2. to pay all the 
money owed to someone and end his or her 
employment O When the company was taken 
over the factory was closed and all the work¬ 
ers were paid off. 3. to be successful O Their 
more cautious approach eventually paid off. 
O All that hard work paid off when she came 
top of her class. 

pay-off /'pei Df/ noun 1. money paid to fin¬ 
ish paying something which is owed, such as 
money paid to a employee when his or her 
employment is ended O Each of the directors 
received a pay-off of twenty thousand 
pounds. 2. a benefit which is deserved O One 
of the pay-offs of a university degree is in¬ 
creased earning power. 
d> pay out /,pei 'aut/ verb 1 . to give money 
to someone O The insurance company paid 
out thousands of pounds to claimants after 
the storm. O We have paid out half our prof¬ 
its in dividends. 2. to unroll a rope O They 
paid out the rope gradually as I climbed 
down the cliff. 

payphone /'peifsun/ noun a public phone 
in which you insert money to make a call 
pay rise /'pei raiz/ noun an increase in sal¬ 
ary (NOTE: The US term is raise.) 
payroll /'peirsul/ noun 1. the people em¬ 
ployed by a company and paid by it O The 
company has 250 people on the payroll. 2. 
the total wages paid by a company 
pay slip /'pei slip/ noun a piece of paper 
showing the full amount of an employee’s 
pay, and the money deducted as tax, pension 
and insurance contributions 
(D pay up /,pei 'ap/ verb to pay all the 
money which you owe 

<3> PC abbr personal computer, police con¬ 
stable, politically correct 
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PE abbr physical education o a PE class 
(D pea /pi:/ noun a climbing plant of which 
the round green seeds are eaten as vegetables 
□ like two peas in a pod very similar o No 
one can tell the twins apart, they ’re like two 
peas in a pod. 

(D peace /pi:s/ noun 1 . the state of not being 
at war O The UN troops are trying to keep the 
peace in the area. O Both sides are hoping to 
reach a peace settlement. 2. a calm quiet 
state O Noisy motorcycles ruin the peace and 
quiet of the village. 

peaceable / l pi:s3b(3)l/ adj liking peace, 
not wanting to quarrel 

peace dividend /'pi:s .dividend/ noun 
money which becomes available for general 
government spending as defence spending is 
reduced following the ending of a war 
(D peaceful /'pi:sf(o)l/ adj 1. calm o We 
spent a peaceful afternoon by the river. 2. 
liking peace O The Swiss seem to be a very 
peaceful nation. □ to have a peaceful coex¬ 
istence to live side by side without making 
war 

peacefully /'pi:sf(o)li/ adv 1 . calmly o 
The baby is sleeping peacefully in its cot. 2. 
without fighting, without making war O We 
hope the dispute can be settled peacefully. 
peacekeeper /'piiskiipo/ noun a person 
who tries to maintain peace. Synonym 
intermediary 

peacekeeping /'piiskiipig/ noun the act 
of trying to keep peace in a region where 
there is a war 

peace process /'pi:s .prouses/ noun ne¬ 
gotiations, concessions and discussions 
which take place over a long time, with the 
aim of ending a state of war 
peacetime /'piistaim/ noun a period when 
a country is not fighting in a war 
(D peach /pi:t J/ noun 1 . a sweet fruit with a 
large stone and velvety skin O We had 
peaches and cream for dessert. 2. a 
pink-yellow colour O They painted the bath¬ 
room a light peach. 

peacock /'piikok/ noun 1. a large bird, of 
which the cock has an enormous tail with 
brilliant blue and green feathers O Peacocks 
were wandering about the palace garden. O 
They keep peacocks in their garden and they 
make a lot of noise. 2. a type of common 
brown butterfly with round purple spots on 
its wings 

peahen /'piihen/ noun a female peacock 
(D peak /pi:k/ noun 1. the top of a mountain 
O Can you see that snow-covered peak in the 
distance? - It’s Mont Blanc. 2. the highest 
point O The team has to reach a peak of fit¬ 
ness before the match. O The graph shows 
the peaks and troughs of pollution over the 
last month. 3. the front part of a cap, which 


peck 

juts out O He wore a white cap with a dark 
blue peak. ■ verb to reach the highest point o 
Sales peaked in January. Synonym climax. 
Antonym dip (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

peek.) 

peal /pill/ noun 1. a sudden loud noise o 
She could hear peals of laughter from the 
next room. O A peal of thunder woke me up. 
2. the sound of bells ringing O Peals rang out 
from the church tower on Christmas morn¬ 
ing. 3. a set of bells of different sizes, playing 
different notes O The church has a lovely 
peal of bells. ■ verb 1 . to ring loudly o The 
church bells pealed out as the couple came 
out into the sunlight. 2. to make a loud noise 
like bells O The audience pealed with laugh¬ 
ter. (NOTE: Do not confuse with peel.) 
peanut /'piinAt/ noun a nut which grows in 
the ground in pods like a pea 
peanut butter /.piinAt bAto/ noun a 
paste made from crushed peanuts 
peanuts /'piinAts/ plural noun a small 
amount of money O Why does he stay in that 
job, when he only earns peanuts? O She 
worked for peanuts in the family shop. 

(D pear /peo/ noun a fruit like a long apple, 
with one end fatter than the other O When are 
pears in season? 

(D pearl /p3il/ noun a precious round white 
gem formed inside an oyster o She wore a 
string of pearls which her grandmother had 
given her. 

pear-shaped /'peo Jeipt/ adj 1. shaped 
like a pear 2. □ to go pear-shaped to go 
wrong, not to work properly ( informal ) o 
Since the shop opened, everything seems to 
be going pear-shaped. 

peasant /'pez(o)nt/ noun a farm labourer 
or farmer living in a backward region 
peasantry /'pez(o)ntri/ noun peasants 
seen as a group (NOTE: no plural) 
peat /piit/ noun wet soil in a bog, made 
from partly decayed mosses and other plants 
peat bog /'piit bog/ noun a soft wet area 
of land which is covered with peat 
pebble /'peb(o)l/ noun a small round stone 
pebbly /'pebli/ adj covered with pebbles 
pecan /'piikon, pi'kasn/ noun a sweet nut 
from a tree which grows in the south of the 
USA 

pecan pie /.piikon 'pai/ noun a pie made 
from com syrup, cornflour and pecans 
peck /pek/ noun 1 . a bite with a bird’s beak 
O Be careful when you feed the parrot - he 
can give a nasty peck. 2. a little kiss O He 
gave her a peck on the cheek. ■ verb 1 . (of a 
bird) to bite with a beak o Hens were pecking 
around in the yard. 2. □ to peck at food to 
eat a little food, taking little bites O She’s not 
feeling very well - she’s pecking at her food. 


pecking order 

pecking order /'pekirj ,o:d9/ noun an un¬ 
written order of importance of people in a 
firm or office, or animals in a farm. Synonym 

hierarchy 

peckish /'pekij/ adj slightly hungry (infor¬ 
mal) Synonym hungry 
(D peculiar /pi'kjuilio/ adj 1. odd or 
strange O It’s peculiar that she refuses to 
have a TV in the house. O There’s a peculiar 
smell coming from the kitchen. 2 . □ peculiar 
to a place or person only found in one par¬ 
ticular place or person ( formal) o French 
fries with mayonnaise is a dish which is pe¬ 
culiar to Belgium. 

peculiarity /pi.kjuili'aeriti/ noun an odd 
feature or detail which makes something dif¬ 
ferent (NOTE: The plural is peculiarities.) 
peculiarly /pi'kjuilioli/ adv oddly or 
strangely 

pecuniary /pi'kjuiniori/ adj referring to 
money. Synonym monetary 
pedagogical / l pedo'gDd3ik(3)l/ adj refer¬ 
ring to teaching. Synonym educational 
(D pedal /'ped(o)l/ noun 1 . a lever worked 
by the foot o If you want to stop the car put 
your foot down on the brake pedal. 2. a flat 
rest which you press down on with your foot 
to make a bicycle go forwards O He stood up 
on the pedals to make the bike go up the hill. 
■ verb to make a bicycle go by pushing on 
the pedals O He had to pedal hard to get up 
the hill. (NOTE: pedalling - pedalled. The 
US spelling is pedaling - pedaled.) 
pedal bin /'ped(o)l bin/ noun a container 
for rubbish which opens with a pedal 
pedant /'ped(o)nt/ noun a person who in¬ 
sists on having every small detail correct. 
Synonym doctrinaire 

pedantic /pi'dasntik/ adj worrying too 
much about small details 
pedantically /pi 1 daentikli/ adv in a pedan¬ 
tic way 

peddle /'ped(9)l/ verb 1. to sell goods from 
door to door or in the street O He makes a liv¬ 
ing peddling cleaning products door to door. 
O She tried to peddle the information to vari¬ 
ous newspapers. 2. to sell illegal drugs O He 
was accused of peddling drugs. (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with pedal.) 
peddler /'pedis/ noun 1. a person who sells 
harmful goods O a peddler of pornography 2. 
US same as pedlar 

pedestal /'pedist(o)l/ noun a base for a 
statue □ to put someone on a pedestal to 

treat someone as if he or she were very spe¬ 
cial or important, even if they have faults O 
He had always put his wife on a pedestal and 
was horrified to hear the stories about her 
which came out in court. 

(D pedestrian /po'destrion/ noun a person 
who walks in a street O Two pedestrians 


peep 

were also injured in the accident. Synonym 
walker ■ adj 1. referring to pedestrians o 
The street is open to pedestrian traffic only. 
2. heavy, done without any imagination O 
She gave a terribly pedestrian performance 
as Juliet. 

pedestrian crossing /pedestrian 
'krosig/ noun a place where pedestrians can 
cross a road (NOTE: Another US term is 

crosswalk.) 

pedestrian precinct /pa.destrian 
'priisigkt/, shopping precinct /’Jopir) 
,pri:sii 3 kt/ noun a part of a town which is 
closed to traffic so that people can walk 
about and shop 

pedicure /'pedikjuo/ noun the act of look¬ 
ing after the feet □ to have a pedicure to 
have beauty treatment for your feet, includ¬ 
ing massage and cutting toenails O She went 
for a manicure and pedicure. 
pedigree /'pedigrii/ noun a table showing 
the ancestors of an animal bred by a breeder. 
Synonym lineage 

pedlar /'pedis/ noun a person who goes 
from door to door, or stands in a street, trying 
to sell small articles 

pedometer /pe'dDmito/ noun an instru¬ 
ment which measures how far you have 
walked 

pee /pi:/ noun 1. waste water from the body 
(informal ) o This drink’s horrible, it tastes 
like pee! 2. the act of passing waste water 
from the body o I need to go for a pee. o He 
had a quick pee and then went back to the 
meeting. ■ verb to pass waste water from the 
body O The cat’s peed all over my flowerbed. 
peek /pi:k/ noun a quick look o He opened 
the fridge door and had a peek at the dessert. 
Antonym gaze (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

peak. ) ■ verb to look at something quickly o 
She peeked through the window and saw 
there was no one in the kitchen. Synonym 
peep. Antonym stare 

peel /pi:l/ noun the outer skin of a fruit or a 
vegetable O Throw the banana peel into the 
rubbish bin. O This orange has got very thick 
peel. (NOTE: no plural. Do not confuse with 

peal. ) ■ verb 1. to take the outer skin off a 
fruit or a vegetable O He was peeling a ba¬ 
nana. O If the potatoes are very small you 
can boil them without peeling them. 2. to 
come off in layers O I sat in the sun yesterday 
and now my back is peeling. 

peeler /'piilo/ noun a special tool for peel¬ 
ing potatoes and other vegetables 
peelings /'piilirjz/ plural noun pieces of 
skin from vegetables or fruit that have been 
peeled 

peep /pi:p/ noun a quick look o He opened 
the fridge door and had a peep inside. ■ verb 
to look quickly and secretly at something O 
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peephole 

She peeped into the box. O We found him 
peeping through the keyhole. 
peephole /'piiphoul/ noun a small hole in 
a door which you can look through to see 
who is outside 

peer /pio/ noun 1. a member of the nobility 
O Peers sit in the House of Lords. 2. a person 
of the same rank or class as another O He’s 
always trying to compete with his peers. ■ 
verb to look hard at something when you 
cannot see very well O She peered at the 
screen to see if she could read the figures. 
Antonym glance 

peerage /'pi9rid3/ noun 1 . all peers taken 
as a group O The book lists all the members 
of the British peerage. 2. the position of be¬ 
ing a peer o Three new peerages were cre¬ 
ated in the New Year’s Honours List. 
peeress /pior'es/ noun a woman peer 
(NOTE: The plural is peeresses.) 
peer group /'pio ,gru:p/ noun a group of 
people of equal social status (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with pier.) 

peerless /'piolos/ adj which has no equal. 
Synonym incomparable. Antonym 
commonplace 

peeved /piivd/ adj annoyed and bothered. 
Antonym pleased 

peevish /'pi:viJV adj bad-tempered, always 
complaining. Synonym irritable 
peg /peg/ noun a small wooden or metal 
stake or pin O The children hang their coats 
on pegs in the cloakroom. O They used no 
nails in building the roof - it is all held to¬ 
gether with wooden pegs. ■ verb 1 . to attach 
something with a peg O She pegged the 
washing out on the line. 2. to hold something 
such as prices stable O Prices will be pegged 
at the current rate for another year. (NOTE: 
pegging - pegged) 

pejorative /pi^orotiv/ adj showing that 
you feel something is bad ( formal ) 
pelican /'pelikon/ noun a large water bird, 
which catches fish and keeps the fish in a bag 
of skin under its beak O The zoo keeper 
brought a bucket offish to feed the pelicans. 
pellet /'pelit/ noun 1 . a small ball of lead, 
used in shotguns O There may still be pellets 
left in the pheasant so be careful when you 
eat it. 2. a small ball of something O The 
boys made bread pellets and threw them 
across the room. O The cattle feed comes in 
the form of pellets. 

pelmet /'pelmit/ noun a decorative strip of 
something, e.g. wood or cloth, above a win¬ 
dow, which hides the curtain fittings 
pelt /pelt/ noun 1. a skin of an animal with 
fur on it O The trappers sold the pelts at the 
trading post. 2. □ at full pelt going as fast as 
possible O He was running at full pelt down 
the street. ■ verb 1. □ to pelt someone with 


pencil 

something to throw things at someone O The 
crowd pelted the speaker with rotten toma¬ 
toes. 2. to run very fast O Ipelted after her to 
try to catch her up. 

pelvic /'pelvik/ adj referring to the pelvis 
pelvis /'pelvis/ noun the group of bones 
and cartilage which forms a ring and con¬ 
nects the thigh bones to the spine (NOTE: The 
plural is pelvises.) 

(D pen /pen/ noun 1. an object for writing 
with, using ink O I’ve lost my red pen - can I 
borrow yours? O If you haven’t got a pen you 
can always write in pencil. } ballpoint pen 
2. a fenced enclosure for animals such as 
sheep O They put the sheep in a pen over¬ 
night. O Somehow the goats managed to get 
out of their pen. ■ verb 1. to put animals 
such as sheep in a pen O The sheep were 
penned while waiting to be taken to the mar¬ 
ket. 2. □ to be penned in to be in a small 
space, closely surrounded by other things or 
people O She felt penned in, living in the 
same house as her husband’s parents. 3. to 
write something with a pen O He penned a 
short letter to the local paper. (NOTE: pen¬ 
ning - penned) 

penal /'pi:n(o)l/ adj referring to punish¬ 
ment. Synonym punitive 
penal code /'pi:n(o)l koud/ noun a set of 
laws governing crime and its punishment 
penalise /'piinolaiz/, penalize verb to 
punish someone 

(D penalty /'pen(o)lti/ noun 1. a punish¬ 
ment O The maximum penalty for this offence 
is two years’ imprisonment. O The coup 
failed and the leaders had to pay the penalty. 
2. a punishment in sport, especially a kick at 
goal awarded to the opposite side in football 
O He was awarded a penalty kick. O They 
scored from a penalty. 3. a disadvantage O 
Being chased by photographers is one of the 
penalties of being rich and famous. (NOTE: 
The plural is penalties.) 

(D penalty area /'pen(o)lti .eorio/ noun (in 
football) the area in front of the goal where if 
a player breaks the rules the other team is 
given a free shot at the goal from a short dis¬ 
tance away 

penance /'pensns/ noun punishment 
which someone accepts as a way of acknowl¬ 
edging a bad action 
(D pence /pens/ plural of penny 
penchant /'pDgjDq/ noun a special liking 
for something. Synonym predilection. Ant¬ 
onym antipathy 

(D pencil /'pensol/ noun 1. an object for 
writing with, made of wood, with a strip of 
coloured material in the middle O I want a 
knife to sharpen my pencil with. 2. the sub¬ 
stance in a pencil that marks the paper O Ex¬ 
amination answers must be written in ink, not 
in pencil. 
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pencil in 

pencil in /.pensal 'in/ verb to make a pos¬ 
sible arrangement for something expecting 
that it might have to be changed later O I’ll 
pencil in the meeting for next Wednesday. 
pencil sharpener /'pensal Jaipna/ noun 
an instrument for sharpening pencils 
pendant /'pendant/ noun a piece of jewel¬ 
lery which hangs from a chain round your 
neck 

pendent adj hanging down or hanging over 
something ( formal) 

pending /'pendig/ adj 1 . which has not 
happened or been dealt with O A judgment is 
still pending in the fraud case. 2. which will 
happen or be dealt with soon O An official 
announcement is pending. ■ prep while wait¬ 
ing for something to happen ( formal ) o pend¬ 
ing advice from our lawyers O He has been 
suspended on full pay, pending an inquiry. 
pendulum /'pendjulam/ noun 1 . a weight 
on the end of a chain which swings from side 
to side, making a clock work O If you look in 
the clock case, you can see the pendulum 
swinging back and forth. 2. a trend from one 
extreme to another O A few years ago every 
household had two cars, now the pendulum 
has swung in the opposite direction and more 
people are using public transport. 
penetrable /'pemtrab(a)l/ adj which can 
be penetrated 

penetrate /'pemtreit/ verb to go into or 
through something 

penetrating /'pemtreitir)/ adj deep and 
searching 

penetration /pem'treiJXa)n/ noun 1. the 
action of penetrating something O The tank’s 
armour-plating resists penetration by ma¬ 
chine-gun fire. O The leg is bruised but there 
is no penetration of the skin. O Our aim is 
complete penetration of the enemy’s air 
defences. 2. the fact of being able to think 
deeply O It is a work of extraordinary pene¬ 
tration for such a young scholar. 
penfriend /'penfrend/ noun someone, of¬ 
ten in another country, whom you write to 
regularly without meeting him or her 
penguin /'perjgwin/ noun a black and 
white bird found in the Antarctic, which 
swims well but cannot fly 
penicillin /.pem'silin/ noun a common an¬ 
tibiotic, made from a mould 
peninsula /pa'nmsjula/ noun a large 
piece of land which goes out into the sea 
peninsular /pa'ninsjula/ adj referring to a 
peninsula 

penis /'piims/ noun the male organ used 
for passing urine and for sexual intercourse 
(NOTE: The plural is penises.) 
penitence /'pemt(a)ns/ noun the fact of 
regretting something you have done. Syn¬ 
onym shame 


pentathlon 

penitent /'pemt(a)nt/ adj being sorry for 
having done something wrong O If you are 
penitent, God will forgive you. Synonym re¬ 
pentant. Antonym unrepentant ■ noun a 
person who is sorry for having done some¬ 
thing wrong O Penitents in white robes 
walked in procession to the cathedral. 
penitentiary /.pem'tenfari/ noun US a 
prison (NOTE: The plural is penitentiaries.) 
penknife /'pennaif/ noun a small pocket 
knife which folds up (NOTE: The plural is 
penknives /'pennaivz/.) 
pen name /'pen neim/ noun a name used 
by a writer which is not his or her own. Syn¬ 
onym pseudonym 

pennant /'penant/ noun a long thin trian¬ 
gular flag 

penniless /'penilas/ adj with no money 
® penny /'peni/ noun 1. the smallest Brit¬ 
ish coin, one hundredth of a pound O It cost 
£4.99, so I paid with a five-pound note and 
got a penny change. O I came out without my 
purse and I haven’t got a penny on me. 
(NOTE: The plural is pennies or pence. 
Pennies is used to refer to several coins, 
but pence refers to the price. In prices, 
pence is always written p and often said as 
/pi:/: This book only costs 60p: say ‘sixty p’ 
or ‘sixty pence’.) 2. □ the penny’s dropped 
he’s understood at last ( informal ) o It took 
ages for the penny to drop. □ to spend a 
penny to go to the toilet O Wait a moment, I 
want to spend a penny. 
pen pal /'pen pasl/ noun US same as pen- 
friend ( informal) 

® pension /'penjan/ noun money paid 
regularly, e.g. to someone who has retired 
from work, or to a widow O He has a good 
pension from his firm. O She finds a teacher’s 
pension quite enough to live on. ■ verb □ to 
pension someone off to make someone stop 
working and live on a pension O They pen¬ 
sioned him off at the age of 55. 
pensionable /'penfanab(a)l/ adj referring 
to the right to have a pension □ pensionable 
age the age at which a pension begins to be 
paid 

® pensioner /'penfana/ noun a person 
who gets a pension 
pensive /'pensiv/ adj thoughtful 
pensively /'pensivli/ adv thoughtfully 
pentagon /'pentagon/ noun 1. a geometri¬ 
cal figure with five sides O He drew a penta¬ 
gon on the blackboard. 2. □ the Pentagon 
the US Ministry of Defence O The Pentagon 
is considering sending more troops to the 
area. 

pentathlon /pen'ta 201 an/ noun an athletic 
competition in which competitors have to 
compete in five different sports 
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penthouse 

penthouse /'penthaus/ noun a flat on the 
top floor of a high building 
pent-up /.pent 'Ap/ adj held back by a bar¬ 
rier □ to have pent-up emotions to have 
strong emotions which are repressed 
penultimate /po'nAltimot/ adj next to last 
penurious /po'njuoriss/ adj very poor 
( formal ) 

penury /'penjuri/ noun 1. the fact of being 
extremely poor O He ended his days living in 
penury. O The job offered an escape from 
penury. 2. a great lack of something O The 
government is suffering from a penury of new 
ideas. (NOTE: no plural) 

(D people /'pi:p(o)l/ noun 1. men, women 
or children taken as a group O There were at 
least twenty people waiting to see the doctor. 
O So many people wanted to see the film that 
there were queues every night. O A group of 
people from our office went to Paris by train. 
2. the inhabitants of a country O The people 
of China are very hard-working. O “Govern¬ 
ment by the people, for the people. ” ■ verb □ 
peopled with filled with inhabitants O The 
island was peopled with tribes from the 
mainland. 

pep /pep/ noun energy or liveliness ( infor¬ 
mal) O The dancers’ performance had plenty 
of pep. ■ verb □ to pep someone up to make 
someone livelier and more energetic (infor¬ 
mal) O You need a bit of brisk exercise to pep 
you up. O The whole team needs to be pepped 
up. 

d> pepper /'peps/ noun 1. a spice used in 
cooking, made from the whole seeds of a 
tropical climbing plant (black pepper) or 
from seeds with the outer layer removed 
(white pepper) o Add salt and pepper to 
taste. (NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 2. a 
hollow green, red or yellow fruit used as a 
vegetable o We had stuffed green peppers for 
lunch. (NOTE: The US term is bell pepper.) 
■ verb □ to pepper someone or something 
with something to throw or shoot things at 
someone or something O They peppered the 
enemy with bullets. O The text is peppered 
with mistakes. 

peppermill /'pepomil/ noun a device 
which crushes dried pepper seeds 
<D peppermint /'pepomint/ noun 1. a herb 
which is grown to produce an oil used in 
sweets, drinks and toothpaste O I always use 
peppermint-flavoured toothpaste. 2. a sweet 
flavoured with peppermint O a bag of 
peppermints 

pepperpot /'pepopot/ noun a little pot for 
holding pepper 

peppery /'pepori/ adj 1. (of food) with a 
lot of pepper in it 2. very easily made angry 
O That was not the right thing to say to a 
peppery old naval officer like my father. 


percussion 

pep pill /'pep pil/ noun a drug used to give 
a feeling of being fit and energetic (informal 
dated) 

pep talk /'pep to:k/ noun a talk designed to 
encourage people, e.g. to work hard or to win 
a match (informal) 

(D per /p3i, po/ prep 1. out of each □ twenty 
per thousand twenty out of every thousand 
O There are about six mistakes per thousand 
words. 2. for each O I can't cycle any faster 
than fifteen miles per hour. O Potatoes cost 
l Op per kilo. O We paid our secretaries £10 
per hour. 

per annum /p3i 'aenom/ adv for each year 
per capita /po 'kaepito/ adj for each per¬ 
son O The per capita expenditure is rising ev¬ 
ery year. 

<D perceive /po'siiv/ verb 1. to notice 
something through the senses O The changes 
are so slight that they ’re almost impossible to 
perceive with the naked eye. O I perceived a 
worsening in his condition during the night. 
2. to become aware of something O Some 
drugs are perceived as being a danger to 
health. 

<D percentage /po'sentid 3 / noun a figure 
shown as a proportion of a hundred O A low 
percentage of the population voted. O What 
percentage of businesses are likely to be 
affected? 

perceptible /po'septib(9)l/ adj which can 
be noticed by the senses, i.e. seen, heard, 
smelled, tasted or touched. Synonym notice¬ 
able. Antonym imperceptible 
(D perception /po'sepjon/ noun the ability 
to notice or realise something 
perceptive /po'septrv/ adj showing that 
you understand something clearly. Synonym 
discerning. Antonym insensitive 
perch /p3it J/ noun 1. a branch or ledge on 
which a bird can sit O The parrot flew down 
from his perch and landed on the back of my 
chair. (NOTE: The plural is perches.) 2. a 
type of small freshwater fish (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is perch.) ■ verb 1. (of a bird) to sit o 
The parrot perched on a high branch. 2. (of a 
person or a building) to place someone or 
something high up O a castle perched high 
on the mountainside O She was sitting 
perched on a bar stool. 
percolate /'psikoleit/ verb to filter 
through 

percolator /'p3:k9leito/ noun a coffee pot 
where the water boils up and filters down 
through the ground coffee 
percussion /p3'kAj(9)n/ noun □ the per¬ 
cussion section, the percussion the section 
of an orchestra with instruments such as 
drums or cymbals that are played by hitting 
them with something such as a stick or ham¬ 
mer O You have just heard a piece with Rich 
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Nix on piano and Art Daley on percussion. O 
The work provides a lot of scope for the per¬ 
cussion section, t brass, strings, wind 
peremptorily /p3'rempt(3)rili/ adv in a 
peremptory way 

peremptory /po'rempt(o)ri/ adj expecting 
people to obey immediately ( formal) 
perennial /po'reniol/ adj which continues 
from year to year O a perennial plant O It’s a 
perennial question. ■ noun a plant which 
flowers every year without needing to be 
sown again O Most of the plants in this bed 
are perennials. 

perennially /po'renioli/ adv always 
© perfect ady/'p3:fikt/ 1. which is good in 
every way O Your coat is a perfect fit. O 
Don’t change anything - the room is perfect 
as it is. 2. completely suitable O She’s the 
perfect secretary. O George would be perfect 
for the job of salesman. O I was in a perfect 
position to see what happened. 3. complete, 
total O I’ve never seen him before - he’s a 
perfect stranger. ■ verb /po'fekt/ to make 
something new and perfect O She perfected a 
process for speeding up the bottling system. 
perfection /po'fekfon/ noun the state of 
being perfect □ to perfection perfectly O He 
timed his kick to perfection. 
perfectionist /po'fekjomst/ noun a per¬ 
son who demands that everything has to be 
perfect 

© perfectly /'p3:fiktli/ adv very well 
perfidious /po'fidios/ adj not loyal (for 
mal) Synonym disloyal 
perforate /'p3iforeit/ verb to make a hole 
in something, to pierce. Synonym puncture 
perforated /'psiforeitid/ adj which has a 
hole or holes in it, especially with a line of 
small holes designed to make tearing easy 
perforation /.psifo'reiJXojn/ noun 1. the 
action of making a hole in something 2. a 
small hole in something O the perforations 
on a sheet of stamps 

© perform /po'fDim/ verb 1. to carry out an 
action O She performed a perfect dive. O It’s 
the sort of task that can be performed by any 
computer. 2 . to act in public O The group will 
perform at the arena next week. O The play 
will be performed in the village hall. 

© performance /po'foimons/ noun 1. the 
way in which someone or something works, 
e.g. how successful they are or how much 
they achieve O We ’re looking for ways to im¬ 
prove our performance. O After last night’s 
miserable performance I don’t think the team 
is likely to reach the semi-finals. 2. a public 
show O The next performance will start at 8 
o’clock. O There are three performances a 
day during the summer. 

© performer /po'foimo/ noun a person 
who gives a public show 


peripatetic teacher 

perfume /'p3:fju:m/ noun a liquid which 
has a nice smell and which is put on the skin 
perfumed /'p3:fju:md/ adj which has a 
nice smell. Synonym scented 
perfunctorily /po'fAr)kt(3)rili/ adv in a 
perfunctory way 

perfunctory /po'fAr)kt(9)ri/ adj careless 
and very fast 

© perhaps /po'hasps/ adv possibly o Per¬ 
haps the train is late. O They ’re late - per¬ 
haps the snow’s very deep. O Is it going to be 
fine? - Perhaps not, I can see clouds over 
there. Synonym maybe. Antonym 
definitely 

peril /'peril/ noun great danger. Antonym 
safety □ at your peril you risk everything if 
you do this O You disregard your doctor’s 
advice at your peril. □ in peril facing a risk 
O The ship was on the rocks and the lives of 
the crew were in peril. 
perilous /'perilos/ adj very dangerous 
perilously /'perilosli/ adv dangerously 
perimeter /po'rimito/ noun the outside 
edge of an enclosed area. Synonym 
boundary 

© period /'pioriod/ noun 1. a length of time 
O She swam under water for a short pe¬ 
riod. O The offer is open for a limited period 
only. O It was an unhappy period in her life. 
2. the time during which a lesson is given in 
school O We have three periods of English on 
Thursdays. 3. US punctuation mark like a 
small dot, showing the end of a sentence or 
an abbreviation O When reading, you can 
take a breath at a period. (NOTE: The British 
term is full stop.) 4. meaning ‘and that’s all’ 
O She doesn’t like German food, period. 
(NOTE: also used in British English in this 
sense) 5. the loss of blood from a woman’s 
womb which usually happens once a month 
O Some women experience abdominal pain 
during their periods. (NOTE: formally called 
menstruation) 

periodic /.piori'odik/ adj repeated after a 
regular period of time 

periodical /.piori'Ddikto)!/ adj same as 
periodic ■ noun a magazine which appears 
regularly O He writes for several London 
periodicals. 

periodically /.piori'Ddikli/ adv from time 
to time 

periodic table /.piorhxlik 'teib(o)l/ noun 
a list of chemical elements arranged in order 
of their atomic numbers 
peripatetic /.peripo'tetik/ adj moving 
about from place to place. Synonym itiner¬ 
ant. Antonym settled 

peripatetic teacher /.peripo.tetik 
'tilt Jo/ noun a teacher who goes from school 
to school teaching a particular subject, rather 
than being based at one school 


peripheral 

peripheral /p3'nf(3)rel/ adj minor, not 
very important O The shop is peripheral to 
our main business. O Do all these peripheral 
activities take up too much of his time? 
peripherals /po l rif(o)rolz/ plural noun 
objects such as printers, which are attached to 
and controlled by a computer 
periphery /p9'rif(9)ri/ noun an edge, not 
the centre. Synonym boundary 
periscope /'periskoup/ noun a long tube 
which allows someone in a submarine under 
water to look above the surface of the water 
perish /'perijv verb 1. to die o The ship 
sank and twenty-five sailors perished. 2. to 
decay O The rubber has perished and the lid 
isn't airtight any more. 3. □ I’m perished 
I’m cold ( informal ) □ it’s perishing in here 
it’s very cold in here 

perishable /'periJ'ob(9)l/ adj which can go 
bad easily O Perishable food like pate must 
be kept in a fridge. 

perishables /'periJob(9)lz/ plural noun 
perishable food 

perjure /'p3:d3o/ verb □ to perjure your¬ 
self to tell lies in a court of law when you 
have sworn to tell the truth 
perjury /'p3:d33ri/ noun a crime of telling 
lies in a court of law when you have sworn to 
tell the truth 

perk /p3ik/ noun something extra such as 
company cars or private health insurance 
given by a company to employees in addition 
to their salaries 

perk up /,p3:k '\p/ verb to become more 
happy or more interested 
perm /p3im/ noun 1. curls or a wave put 
into your hair artificially O She's had a perm 
and it's changed her appearance. 2. a combi¬ 
nation of football teams on a football pools 
coupon O Selecting these games gives you 
twenty-four perms. ■ verb 1. to put a wave or 
curl into someone’s hair O She's had her hair 
permed. 2. to choose several football teams 
in various combinations on a football pools 
coupon O He permed numbers 7, 10, 17, 23 
and 28. 

permanence /'psimonons/ noun the state 
of being permanent 

d> permanent /'psimonont/ adj lasting for 
ever; intended to last for ever O He has found 
a permanent job. O She is in permanent em¬ 
ployment. O They are living with her parents 
temporarily — it’s not a permanent 
arrangement. 

permanently /'psimonontli/ adv for ever; 
always 

permeable /'p3:mi9b(o)l/ adj which lets 
liquid pass through. Synonym porous 
permeate /'p3:mieit/ verb to move right 
through something 


perplexing 

permissible /p9'misib(9)l/ adj which can 
be allowed. Synonym allowable. Antonym 
unacceptable 

(D permission /po'miJ(3)n/ noun freedom 
which you are given to do something O You 
need permission from the boss to go into the 
storeroom. O He asked the manager’s per¬ 
mission to take a day off. Synonym consent. 
Antonym embargo 

permissive /po'misiv/ adj allowing peo¬ 
ple a large amount of freedom in the way 
they behave, especially in sexual matters. 
Synonym tolerant 

(D permit noun /'P3:mit/ a paper which al¬ 
lows you to do something O You have to have 
a permit to sell ice cream from a van. ■ verb 
/po'mit/ to allow something O This ticket 
permits three people to go into the exhibition. 
O Smoking is not permitted in underground 
stations. Synonym authorise. Antonym for¬ 
bid (NOTE: permitting - permitted) 
permutation /.psimju'teiJXojn/ noun the 
act of putting several things together in vari¬ 
ous combinations 

pernicious /po'mjos/ adj 1. morally 
harmful 2. which may result in serious illness 
or death O She was diagnosed as having per¬ 
nicious anaemia. 

pernickety /po'mkiti/ adj tending to no¬ 
tice and criticise small details or faults which 
other people do not think are important (in¬ 
formal) 

perpendicular /.psipon'dikjub/ adj 1. 
standing straight up, at right angles to a base 
O They-axis is perpendicular to the x-axis. 2. 
a style of late medieval English church archi¬ 
tecture, with tall pointed arches and large 
windows O There are many Perpendicular 
churches in East Anglia. O The nave is Nor¬ 
man and the chancel is Perpendicular. ■ 
noun a vertical line which stands at right an¬ 
gles to a base line O The Leaning Tower of 
Pisa is several degrees out of the 
perpendicular. 

perpetrate /'p3ipitreit/ verb to commit a 
crime 

perpetrator /'psipitreito/ noun a person 
who does something harmful or immoral, es¬ 
pecially a person who commits a crime. Syn¬ 
onym culprit 

perpetual /po'petjuol/ adj continuous, 
without any end. Antonym temporary 
perpetually /po'petjuoli/ ac/v always 
perpetuate /po'petjueit/ verb to make 
something continue 

perplex /po'pleks/ verb to make someone 
confused 

perplexed /po'plekst/ adj feeling con¬ 
fused. Synonym puzzled 
perplexing /po'pleksig/ adj which per¬ 
plexes. Synonym puzzling 
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perplexity /po'pleksiti/ noun a feeling of 
being confused or failing to understand 
something. Antonym comprehension 
per se /,p3i 'sei/ adv in itself ( formal ) 
persecute /'p3:sikju:t/ verb to treat 
someone badly on political or religious be¬ 
liefs or because of their race 
persecution ^psisi'kjuiJXa)!!/ noun the 
act or practice of persecuting someone 
persecutor /'p3:sikju:to/ noun a person 
who persecutes 

perseverance /.psisi'viorons/ noun the 
act of persevering. Synonym persistence 
persevere /.psisi'vio/ verb synonym per¬ 
sist. antonym give up □ to persevere with 
or in something to continue doing something 
even if it is difficult O If you persevere with 
your exercises you should lose weight. 
persist /po'sist/ verb to continue to exist □ 
to persist in doing something to continue 
doing something, even if you should not O 
He will persist in singing while he works al¬ 
though we’ve told him many times to stop. O 
She persists in refusing to see a doctor. 
persistence /po'sistons/ noun a refusal to 
stop doing something 

© persistent /po'sistont/ adj continuing to 
do something, even though people want you 
to stop 

persistently /po'sistontli/ adv in a persis¬ 
tent way 

(D person /'p3is(o)n/ noun 1. a man or 
woman O The police say a person or persons 
entered the house by the window. O His fa¬ 
ther 's a very interesting person. □ in person 
used to emphasise that someone is physically 
present o Several celebrities were at the first 
night in person. 2. (in grammar) one of three 
forms of verb or pronoun □ first person sin¬ 
gular I □ first person plural we □ second 
person singular, second person plural you 
persona /po'souno/ noun a person’s char¬ 
acter as seen by other people 
personable /'p3:s(o)n3b(9)l/ adj attrac¬ 
tive, good-looking or having a pleasant char¬ 
acter. Synonym amiable. Antonym dis¬ 
agreeable 

personage /'p3:s(9)nid3/ noun an impor¬ 
tant person ( formal ) 

<D personal /'p3:s(o)n(9)l/ aaf/1. belonging 
or referring to a particular person or people O 
They lost all their personal property in the 
fire. 2. referring to someone’s private life in 
an offensive way O The attacks on the minis¬ 
ter became increasingly personal. 
personal best /,p3:s(3)n(3)l 'best/ noun 
the best that a person has achieved in a par¬ 
ticular activity, e.g. the fastest they have run, 
though not necessarily a record for that 
activity 


personification 

personal computer /,p3:s(o)n(9)l kom- 
'pjuito/ noun a small computer used by a 
person at home. Abbr PC 
personalise /'p3:s(o)nolaiz/, personal¬ 
ize verb 1 . to mark something to show that it 
belongs to a particular person O Can you 
think of a way of personalising the gift? □ 
personalised briefcase a small case for car¬ 
rying documents, which has the name of the 
owner on it 2. to refer to someone’s personal 
life O The article in the paper personalised 
the whole affair. 

© personality /.pstso'nseliti/ noun 1. 
character O He has a strange personality. □ 
she’s got lots of personality she’s a lively 
and interesting person. ) split 2. a famous 
person, especially a TV or radio star O The 
new supermarket is going to be opened by a 
famous sporting personality. 
personality cult /.psiso'nasliti kAlt/ 
noun a way of making someone such as a po¬ 
litical leader seem to be extremely important, 
almost as if they were a god 
© personally /'p3:s(o)n(3)li/ adv 1. from 
your own point of view O Personally, I think 
you ’re making a mistake. 2 . in person O He is 
sorry that he can’t be here to accept the prize 
personally. 3. □ don’t take it personally 
don’t think it was meant to criticise you 
personal organiser /,p3:s(3)n(3)l 

'oigonaizo/ noun a little computer or book in 
which you enter information which is impor¬ 
tant to you such as addresses or details of 
meetings, especially connected with your 
work 

personal pronoun /,p3:s(3)n(o)l 

'prounaun/ noun (in grammar) a pronoun 
which refers to a person, such as T, ‘he’, 
‘she’, ‘him’, ‘her’, etc. 

© personal stereo /,p3:s(o)n(o)l 'steriou/ 
noun a small stereo which you can carry 
around 

personal trainer /,p3is(a)n(a)l 'treino/ 
noun a person whose job is to help someone 
become fit, e.g. by teaching them a set of 
physical exercises and advising them what to 
eat 

persona non grata /po.souno non 
■grcuto/ noun a foreign person, especially a 
diplomat, who is not acceptable to a 
government 

personification /po.sDmfi'keiJYojn/ 
noun 1 . a good example of a quality in a per¬ 
son O For many people she was the personi¬ 
fication of youthful innocence. O Little 
children looked on him as the personification 
of wickedness. 2. (in a work of art) represent¬ 
ing something such as an idea or belief in the 
form of a person O the poet’s personification 
of winter as an old man covered in snow and 
ice 
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personify /pa'somfai/ verb 1 . to be a good 
example of something O He seemed to per¬ 
sonify all that was best in American life. 2. to 
use a character in art to represent a quality O 
The artist personified the wind as a fat 
red-faced man, blowing hard. 
d> personnel /.psisa'nel/ noun staff, the 
people employed by a company 
® perspective /ps'spektiv/ noun 1 . (in 
art) a way of drawing objects or scenes, so 
that they appear to have depth or distance O 
He's got the perspective wrong - that’s why 
the picture looks so odd. 2. a way of looking 
at something O A French politician ‘s per¬ 
spective on the problem will be completely 
different from mine. O She was looking at the 
situation from the perspective of a parent 
with two young children. □ to put things in 
perspective to show things in a balanced 
way O You must put the sales figures in per¬ 
spective - they look bad, but they’re much 
better than last year. 

perspiration /.psispo'reiJXojn/ noun the 
drops of liquid which come to the surface of 
your skin when you are hot. Synonym sweat 
perspire /po'spaio/ verb to cause small 
drops of liquid to come to the surface of your 
skin because you are feeling hot. Synonym 
sweat 

(D persuade /ps'sweid/ verb to get some¬ 
one to do what you want by explaining or 
asking O She managed to persuade the bank 
manager to give her a loan. O After ten hours 
of discussion, they persuaded him to leave. 

(D persuasion /po'swei3(3)n/ noun 1 . the 
act of persuading O It took a lot of persuasion 
on his part to get her to change her mind. O 
With a bit of gentle persuasion, he agreed to 
be chairman. 2. a firm, usually religious, be¬ 
lief O People of that persuasion refuse to do 
military service. O People of varying politi¬ 
cal persuasions have signed the petition. 
persuasive /ps'sweisiv/ adj which per¬ 
suades. Synonym convincing. Antonym 
unconvincing 

persuasively /pa'sweisivli/ adv in a per¬ 
suasive way 

pert /p3it/ adj 1. (of a young woman) too 
lively and confident 2. small with an attrac¬ 
tive shape O a pert nose 
pertain /ps'tein/ verb □ to pertain to to re¬ 
fer to, to be connected with (formal) o If you 
have any information pertaining to this case, 
you are duty bound to reveal it. 
pertinent /'psitinsnt/ adj which is rele¬ 
vant. Synonym relevant. Antonym 
irrelevant 

pertinently /'psitinantli/ adv in a perti¬ 
nent way 

perturb /p9't3:b/ verb to make someone 
feel worried or frightened 


pester 

perturbed /ps't3:bd/ adj made to feel wor¬ 
ried or frightened. Antonym composed 
perusal /p3'ru:z(9)l/ noun an act of 
reading something carefully. Synonym 

examination 

peruse /ps'rutz/ verb to read something 
carefully 

Peruvian /ps'ruivian/ adj referring to Peru 
O They visited ancient temples in the Peru¬ 
vian mountains. ■ noun a person from Peru 
O The Peruvians are sending a delegation to 
the conference. 

pervade /pa'veid/ verb to spread every¬ 
where. Synonym permeate 
pervasive /pa'veisiv/ adj found or seen 
everywhere. Synonym extensive. Antonym 
localised 

perverse /p3'v3is/ adj continuing to do 
something even if it is wrong 
perversion /p9'v3:J(3)n/ noun 1. behav¬ 
iour that is considered not natural and possi¬ 
bly immoral O sexual perversion 2 . the act of 
changing something to make it bad or wrong 
O Her story is a perversion of the truth. 
perversity /ps'vsisiti/ noun the quality of 
being perverse. Synonym obstinacy 
pervert noun /'p3:v3it/ a person who com¬ 
mits sexual acts which are thought to be not 
natural or normal o a sexual pervert ■ verb 
/ps 1 V3it/ 1. to change someone or something 
to make them evil O Does pornography per¬ 
vert the minds of people who read or watch 
it? 2. □ to attempt to pervert the course of 
justice to try to influence the result of a trial, 
e.g. by giving wrong evidence or threatening 
the people who are involved O The officers 
could be charged with attempting to pervert 
the course of justice. 

perverted /p3'v3:tid/ adj which has been 
made bad or wrong 

pessimism /'pesimiz(3)m/ noun the state 
of believing that only bad things will happen. 
Antonym optimism 

pessimist /'pesimist/ noun a person who 
thinks only bad things will happen. Synonym 
cynic. Antonym optimist 
pessimistic /.pesi'mistik/ adj believing 
that only bad things will happen. Synonym 
negative. Antonym optimistic 
pest /pest/ noun 1 . a plant, animal or insect 
which causes problems O Many farmers look 
on rabbits as a pest. 2. a person who annoys 
O That little boy is an absolute pest - he 
won’t stop whistling. 

pester /'pests/ verb to keep annoying 
someone or asking them for something □ to 
pester someone into doing something to 
keep asking or telling someone to do some¬ 
thing until they do what you want O She pes¬ 
tered him into getting his hair cut. 


624 


pesticide 

pesticide /'pestisaid/ noun a poison to kill 
pests 

pestilence /'pestilons/ noun a very seri¬ 
ous disease ( archaic ) 

pestilential /.pesti'lenjol/ adj very 
unpleasant 

pestle /'pest(o)l/ noun a heavy tool with a 
smooth round head, which is used for crush¬ 
ing things in a special bowl called a mortar 
pet /pet/ noun an animal kept in the home to 
give pleasure O The family has several pets - 
two cats, a dog and a hamster. ■ adj 1 . fa¬ 
vourite O The weather is his pet topic of con¬ 
versation. 2. (of a wild animal) which is kept 
as a pet O You can’t keep a pet crocodile in 
the bath! ■ verb to hold and kiss someone in 
a sexual way O Couples were petting in the 
back seats of the cinema. 
petal /'petl/ noun the colourful part of a 
flower 

peter out /,pi:tor 'aut/ verb to come to an 
end, to gradually stop 

petite /po'tiit/ adj (of a woman) small and 
delicate. Antonym big 

petition /po'tiJ(o)n/ noun 1. an official re¬ 
quest, often signed by many people o She 
wanted me to sign a petition against the 
building of the new road. O We went to the 
town hall to hand the petition to the mayor. 
2. a legal request O a divorce petition ■ verb 
to ask someone for something officially, to 
make an official request for something O 
They petitioned the town council for a new li¬ 
brary. O He petitioned the government to 
provide a special pension. O She is petition¬ 
ing for divorce. Synonym appeal 
petitioner /po'tiJXojno/ noun a person who 
presents a petition. Synonym lobbyist 
pet name /pet 'neim/ noun a special name 
given to someone you like or love 
petrified /'petrifaid/ adj 1 . changed to 
stone O You can find petrified trees at the 
bottom of the gorge. 2. unable to move be¬ 
cause you are afraid O I thought he was going 
to shoot me, I was absolutely petrified. 
petrify /'petrifai/ verb 1 . to change some¬ 
thing to stone O a petrifying spring 2 . to 
make someone so afraid that he or she cannot 
move O The idea of appearing on stage abso¬ 
lutely petrifies me. 

petrochemical /.petrou'kemik^)!/ noun 
a chemical which comes from petroleum or 
natural gas O Petrochemicals have many in¬ 
dustrial uses. ■ adj referring to production 
from petroleum or natural gas O a petro¬ 
chemical plant 

(D petrol /'petrol/ noun a liquid used as a 
fuel for engines O This car doesn’t use very 
much petrol. O The bus ran out of petrol on 
the motorway. O Petrol prices are lower at 
supermarkets. (NOTE: no plural: some petrol, 


pharmacist 

a litre of petrol. The US term is gas or gas¬ 
oline.) 

petrol bomb /'petrol bom/ noun a bomb 
made of a glass jar containing petrol, with a 
fuse which is lit just before the bomb is 
thrown ■ verb to attack or destroy something 
with a petrol bomb O The police station was 
petrol bombed last night. 
petroleum /po'trouliom/ noun raw min¬ 
eral oil which comes from under the earth or 
sea 

<D petrol station /'petrol ,steiJ(o)n/ noun 
a place where you can buy petrol for your 
car. Synonym filling station (NOTE: The US 
term is gas station.) 

petticoat /'petikout/ noun same as slip 
(dated) 

pettiness /'petinos/ noun 1. the quality of 
treating unimportant things as if they are im¬ 
portant 2. the fact of having a narrow point of 
view 

petty /'peti/ adj 1. unimportant o I haven’t 
time to deal with petty points of detail. 2. 
with a narrow point of view O It was very 
petty of her to ask for her money back. 
petty cash /,peti 'kaej/ noun small 
amounts of money in the form of coins or 
notes, in an office 

petulance /'petjulons/ noun behaviour 
which shows that you are annoyed. Antonym 

affability 

petulant /'petjulont/ adj feeling annoyed. 
Synonym sulky. Antonym affable 
pew /pju:/ noun a long wooden seat in a 
church □ take a pew please sit down (infor¬ 
mal) 

pH /,pi: 'eitJV noun a measure of the con¬ 
centration of hydrogen ions in a solution, 
which shows how acid or alkaline it is 
phallic /'faelik/ adj shaped like a penis 
phallic symbol /.faelik 'simb(o)l/ noun 
an object which looks like a penis, and is in¬ 
tended to represent male sex 
phallus /'faelos/ noun a penis (NOTE: The 
plural is phalluses.) 

phantom /'faentom/ noun an imaginary 
creature thought to be the spirit of a dead per¬ 
son O Phantoms were supposed to have been 
seen in the churchyard at dead of night. Syn¬ 
onym ghost ■ adj 1. not real but imaginary, 
especially in a way which is frightening O 
She felt a phantom presence standing beside 
her. 2. who secretly does annoying or funny 
things (humorous) o The phantom eater of 
my biscuits has been at it again. 
pharmaceutical /.faimo'sjurtik^)!/ adj 
referring to medicines 

pharmacist /'faimosist/ noun a person 
who prepares and sells medicines. Also 
called chemist 
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pharmacological /.faimoko'lDdsikb)!/ 
adj referring to pharmacology 
pharmacologist /.faimo'kDbdsist/ 
noun a person who studies pharmacology 
pharmacology / l fa:mo'kDbd3i/ noun 
the study of drugs and medicines 
pharmacy /'faimosi/ noun 1. a shop 
which makes and sells medicines o He runs 
the pharmacy in the High Street. Also called 
chemist’s (NOTE: The plural is pharma¬ 
cies.) 2. the study of medicines O She’s 
studying pharmacy. O He has a diploma in 
pharmacy. (NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 
pharynx /'fcerirjks/ noun a passage at the 
back of the nose leading to the oesophagus 
(NOTE: The plural is pharynxes.) 

© phase /feiz/ noun a stage in the develop¬ 
ment of something O The project is now in its 
final phase. O It’s a phase she’s going 
through and hopefully she will grow out of it. 
O I’m sure dyeing his hair green is just a 
phase. ■ verb □ to phase something in, to 
phase something out to introduce or to re¬ 
move something gradually O The new tele¬ 
phone system will be phased in over the next 
two months. 

PhD /,pi: eitj* 'di:/ noun an advanced de¬ 
gree from a university in an arts subject. Full 
form Doctor of Philosophy (NOTE: written 
after the name: Alec Smart PhD) 
pheasant /'fez(o)nt/ noun a large brightly 
coloured bird with a long tail, shot for sport 
and food 

phenomenal /fQ'nDmin(o)l/ adj surprising 
phenomenally /f3'nDmin(9)li/ adv 
surprisingly 

© phenomenon /fobominon/ noun 
something very surprising or unusual which 
happens and which people cannot explain □ 
natural phenomenon, phenomenon of na¬ 
ture a strange or unusual thing which hap¬ 
pens naturally O Eruptions of volcanoes are 
natural phenomena. 

phew /f ju:/ interj showing surprise or show¬ 
ing pleasure that you have avoided some¬ 
thing unpleasant 

philanthropic /,fibn'0rDpik/, phil- 
anthropical /,fibn'0rDpik(3)l/ noun show¬ 
ing a caring attitude to human beings, 
especially by giving money to charity 
philanthropist /fi'lasnGropist/ noun a 
person who does good things to help people 
philanthropy /fi'lamGropi/ noun a love of 
other people in general, shown especially by 
giving money to charity 
philately /fi'l£et(o)li/ noun the activity of 
stamp collecting 
-phile /fail/ suffix who likes 
philharmonic /^ilai'monik/ adj liking 
music (NOTE: used mainly in the names of 
things such as orchestras and concert halls) 


philistine /'filistain/ adj not sympathetic 
to the arts O The concert of medieval church 
music was wasted on a philistine audience. ■ 
noun a person who is not sympathetic to the 
arts O He thinks people who don’t appreciate 
modern jazz are simply philistines. Synonym 
barbarian 

philological /,fib'lDd3ik(3)l/ adj referring 
to philology 

philologist /fi'lDbd3ist/ noun an expert 
in philology 

philology /fi'lobdsi/ noun the study of 
language or of the history of languages 
philosopher /fi'losofo/ noun a person 
who studies the meaning of human existence; 
a person who teaches philosophy 
philosophical /,fib'sDfik(3)l/ adj A. care¬ 
fully calm in the face of problems O to take a 
philosophical attitude O It’s best to be philo¬ 
sophical about it and not get too upset. 2. re¬ 
ferring to philosophy O She was involved in a 
philosophical argument. 
philosophically /.fib'sofikli/ adv calmly 
© philosophy /fi'losofi/ noun 1. the study 
of the meaning of human existence O He’s 
studying philosophy. 2. a general way of 
thinking O My philosophy is that you should 
treat people as you would want them to treat 
you. 

phlegm /flem/ noun 1. an unpleasant thick 
liquid substance which you get in the nose 
and throat when you have a cold O She 
sneezes a lot and coughs up phlegm from the 
throat. O The cough mixture should loosen 
the phlegm on your chest. 2. calm behaviour 
O He responded to the latest disaster with 
traditional British phlegm. 
phlegmatic /fleg'mastik/ adj calm, not 
flustered. Synonym calm 
-phobe /foub/ suffix who does not like □ 
xenophobe a person who dislikes foreigners 
phobia /'foubb/ noun extreme fear of a 
particular thing 

phoenix /'fimiks/ noun a mythical bird, 
which is said to die in a fire and reappear 
from its ashes 

(S) phone /faun/ noun a telephone O If 
someone rings, can you answer the phone for 
me? O She lifted the phone and called the 
ambulance. □ by phone using the telephone 
O to place an order by phone ■ verb to speak 
to someone using a telephone O Your wife 
phoned when you were out. O Can you phone 
me at ten o’clock tomorrow evening? O / 
need to phone our office in New York. Syn¬ 
onym call □ to phone for something to 
make a phone call to ask for something O He 
phoned for a taxi. □ to phone about some¬ 
thing to make a phone call to speak about 
something O He phoned about the message 
he had received. 


phone book 

<D phone book /'faun buk/ noun a book 
which gives the names of people and busi¬ 
nesses in a town in alphabetical order, with 
their addresses and phone numbers 
<S> phone booth /'faun 'bu:6/, phone box 
/'faun bDks/ noun a small glass shelter in a 
public place, containing a public telephone 
<S> phone call /'faun kail/ noun a tele¬ 
phone call, speaking to someone by 
telephone 

(D phonecard /'faunkaid/ noun a plastic 
card which you use to pay for calls on a pub¬ 
lic telephone 

phone-in /'faun in/ noun a radio show, 
where members of the public telephone a 
speaker to ask questions or put their points of 
view (NOTE: The plural is phone-ins.) 
phoneme /'fauniim/ noun a single speech 
sound that makes a word different from other 
words 

@ phone number /'faun .nAmba/ noun 
the number of one particular phone 
phonetic /fa'netik/ adj referring to spoken 
sounds 

phonetic alphabet /fa.netik 'aelfabet/ 
noun a special series of characters which 
show phonemes 

phonetics /fa'netiks/ noun 1. the study of 
the sounds of a language O Every linguist has 
to take a course in basic phonetics. 2. written 
signs which show how words are pronounced 
O Each word is followed by its phonetics 
which show you how the word should be 
pronounced. 

phoney /'fauni/ adj not real, not what it 
seems to be o He gave a phoney address in 
Paris. O She made a lot of phoney claims in 
her story in the newspaper. ■ noun a person 
who is not what he or she seems to be O He’s 
just an old phoney - he doesn’t have any ex¬ 
perience of TV reporting at all. 
phony /'fauni/ 1 > phoney 
phosphate /'fDsfeit/ noun the salt of 
phosphoric acid, which is an essential plant 
food formed naturally by the effects of the 
weather on rocks, and produced artificially to 
make a substance which encourages plants to 
grow 

phosphorescence /,fDsfa'res(a)ns/ 
noun the ability to shine in the dark without 
giving out heat 

phosphorescent /,fDsfa'res(a)nt/ adj 
which shines in the dark without giving out 
heat 

phosphorus /'fnsf(a)ras/ noun a poison¬ 
ous yellow element, which is essential to bio¬ 
logical life, being present in bones and nerve 
tissue; it also bums easily 
® photo /'foutou/ noun a photograph, a 
picture taken with a camera O Here’s a photo 
of the village in the snow. O I’ve brought 


phrase 

some holiday photos to show you. (NOTE: 

The plural is photos.) 

(D photocopier /'foutoukopio/ noun a 
machine which makes photocopies 
d> photocopy /'foutoukopi/ noun a copy 
of a document made by photographing it O 
She made six photocopies of the contract. ■ 
verb to copy something and make a print of it 
O Can you photocopy this letter, please? 
photo-finish /.foutou 'finij/ noun a result 
of a horse race where two horses finish close 
together, and a photograph is taken to see 
which was the winner 

photogenic ^foutou^emk/ adj who 
looks well in photographs 
® photograph /'foutograif/ noun a pic¬ 
ture taken with a camera O I’ve found an old 
black and white photograph of my parents’ 
wedding. O She’s trying to take a photograph 
of the cat. O He kept her photograph in his 
wallet. O You’ll need two passport photo¬ 
graphs to get your visa. ■ verb to take a pic¬ 
ture with a camera O She was photographing 
the flowers in the public gardens. Synonym 
photo 

photographer /fo'togrofo/ noun a person 
who takes photographs, especially as their 
job 

photographic /.fouta'grafik/ adj refer- 
ring to photography O photographic paper O 
All your photographic kit is still in the back 
of my car. 

photographic memory /.foutograefik 
'mem(o)ri/ noun the ability to remember 
things in exact detail, as if you were still see¬ 
ing them 

<D photography /fo'togrofi/ noun the 
practice of taking pictures on sensitive film 
with a camera 

photo opportunity /'foutou Dpo- 
't juiniti/ noun an arranged situation where a 
famous person can be filmed or photo¬ 
graphed by journalists 

phrasal verb /,freiz(3)l 'v3:b/ noun a 
type of verb which has two or three parts, 
usually a verb and an adverb or preposition, 
which together have a meaning different 
from that of the main verb, such as ‘dwell 
on’, ‘lift off and ‘put up with’ 

(D phrase /freiz/ noun 1. a short sentence 
or group of words O Try to translate the 
whole phrase, not just one word at a time. O 
I’m trying to remember a phrase from ‘Ham¬ 
let’. □ to coin a phrase to say something 
which everyone says O It’s a case of ‘thepot 
calling the kettle black ’, to coin a phrase. 2. a 
group of notes in a piece of music O Do you 
recognise that little phrase from Mozart’s 
‘The Magic Flute ’? ■ verb to express 
something in words O I am trying to phrase 
my letter as politely as I can. Synonym 
express 
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phrase book 

phrase book /'freiz buk/ noun a book of 
translations of common expressions. Syn¬ 
onym glossary 

phraseology /.freizi'olodsi/ noun a way 
of expressing something in words by choos¬ 
ing words and phrases carefully 
phut /fAt/ adv □ to go phut to stop working 
(informal ) o Suddenly the television went 
phut and the screen went blank. 

(2) physical /'fizik(o)l/ adj 1. referring to 
physics or the laws of physics O A lump of 
lead can’t float - it’s a physical impossibil¬ 
ity. 2. referring to the human body O The ill¬ 
ness is mental rather than physical. O He has 
a strong physical attraction for her. Ant¬ 
onym spiritual 

physical education /,fizik(3)l ,edju- 
'keiJXojn/ noun physical exercise taught as 
part of the school curriculum. Abbr PE 
physical exercise /,fizik(o)l .ekso'saiz/ 
noun exercise of the body 
(D physically /'fizikli/ adv 1. referring to 
the body O She is physically handicapped, 
but manages to look after herself. O I find 
him physically very attractive. 2. referring to 
the laws of nature O It is physically impossi¬ 
ble to get a piano into that little car. 
physical science /,fizik(Q)l 'saions/ 
noun a science that deals with subjects such 
as physics or chemistry, rather than with the 
science of living creatures 
physician /fi'ziJ(o)n/ noun US a doctor 
physicist /'fizisist/ noun a person who 
studies physics 

d> physics /'fiziks/ noun the study of 
things such as heat, light and sound and the 
way in which they affect objects O She 
teaches physics at the local college. O It’s a 
law of physics that things fall down to the 
ground and not up into the sky. 
physio /'fiziou/ noun same as physiother¬ 
apist ( informal ) 

physiological /,fizis l lDd3ik(3)l/ adj re¬ 
ferring to physiology 

physiologist /,fizi'Dlsd3ist/ noun a per¬ 
son who studies physiology 
physiology /.fizi'olodsi/ noun the study 
of the way in which living things work 
physiotherapist /.fiziou'Beropist/ noun 
a trained expert who gives physiotherapy. 
Also called physio 

physiotherapy /.fiziou'Beropi/ noun a 
treatment for problems with joints, muscles 
and nerves, e.g. by exercise, massage or heat 
treatment 

physique /fi'ziik/ noun the shape of a per¬ 
son’s body, especially the muscles. Synonym 

build 

pi /pai/ noun a Greek letter used in mathe¬ 
matics to indicated the quantity 3.14159. 
Symbol n 


picket 

(D pianist /'piiomst/ noun a person who 
plays the piano, especially as their job 
(D piano /pi'asnou/ noun a large musical in¬ 
strument with black and white keys which 
you press to make music O She’s taking pi¬ 
ano lessons. O She played the piano while 
her brother sang. 

piazza /pi'cetso/ noun a large open square 
pic /pik/ noun same as photograph (infor¬ 
mal) (NOTE: The plural is pics or some¬ 
times pix.) 

piccalilli /.piko'lili/ noun a spicy yellow 
sauce containing vegetables, such as cauli¬ 
flower and onions 

piccolo /'pikolou/ noun a small wind in¬ 
strument, like a little flute (NOTE: The plural 

is piccolos.) 

piccy noun same as photograph ( informal) 
(J) pick /pik/ noun 1. something which you 
choose □ take your pick choose which one 
you want O We’ve got green, red and blue 
balloons - just take your pick! 2. a large 
heavy tool with a curved metal head with a 
sharp end that you lift up and bring down like 
an axe O They started breaking up the con¬ 
crete path with picks and shovels. Also called 
pickaxe ■ verb 1. to choose something o 
The captain picks the football team. O She 
was picked to play the part of Hamlet’s 
mother. O The Association has picked Paris 
for its next meeting. 2. to take fruit or flowers 
from plants O They’ve picked all the straw¬ 
berries. O Don’t pick the flowers in the pub¬ 
lic gardens. 3. to take away small pieces of 
something O She picked the bits of grass off 
her skirt. □ to pick your nose to clean the in¬ 
side of your nose with your fingers O The TV 
showed him picking his nose while listening 
to the speech. □ to pick your teeth to poke 
between your teeth to remove little bits of 
food O He was picking his teeth with a 
match. □ to pick at your food to eat little 
bits as if you are not hungry O She’s lost her 
appetite - she just picks at her food. 4. □ to 
pick someone’s brains to ask someone for 
advice or information □ to pick someone’s 
pocket to take something from someone’s 
pocket without them noticing O I lost my 
purse - someone picked my pocket on the 
train! □ to pick a lock to open a lock with a 
piece of wire O He picked the lock of the car 
and drove off before I could stop him. 
pickaxe /'pikaeks/ noun a pick, a large 
heavy tool with a curved metal head with a 
sharp end that you lift up and bring down like 
an axe (NOTE: The US spelling is pickax.) 
picker /'pika/ noun a person whose job is 
to pick crops such as fruit or flowers 
picket /'pikit/ noun 1. a worker who re¬ 
fuses to go into work and stands at the gate of 
a factory to try to persuade other workers to 
not go to work, because of a disagreement 
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with their employers O The pickets at the 
main gate tried to stop lorries from entering. 
2. a group of pickets O They organised a 
picket of the factory. 3. a person who stands 
outside a place to protest against what is go¬ 
ing on inside O Pickets stood outside the lab¬ 
oratory. 4. a pointed piece of wood O They 
put a picket fence round the field. ■ verb □ to 
picket a factory to put pickets at the gate of 
a factory to try to prevent workers from go¬ 
ing to work O Groups of strikers picketed the 
factory. 

picketing /'pikotir)/ noun the action of 
putting people at the entrance of a factory to 
try to prevent workers going to work 
picket line /'pikit lain/ noun a line of 
pickets 

pickings /'pikirjz/ plural noun things left 
behind which people can pick up 
pickle /'pik(o)l/ noun □ pickle, pickles a 
cold sauce consisting of small pieces of vege¬ 
tables preserved in vinegar O a cheese and 
pickle sandwich O Do you want pickles with 
your meat pie? ■ verb to preserve vegetables 
in vinegar O She bought some small onions 
for pickling. 

pick-me-up /'pik mi: Ap/ noun something 
such as medicine or alcohol which you take 
to make you feel less tired ( informal) 

<D pick on /'pik on/ verb to choose some¬ 
one to attack or criticise 
<D pick out /,pik 'aut/ verb to choose some¬ 
thing or someone 

(D pickpocket /'pikpDkit/ noun a person 
who steals things from people’s pockets. 
Synonym thief 

<D pick up /,pik 'Ap/ verb 1 . to lift some¬ 
thing up which is lying on the surface of 
something O She dropped her handkerchief 
and he picked it up. O He bent down to pick 
up a pound coin which he saw on the pave¬ 
ment. O I picked up some holiday brochures 
at the travel agent’s. 2. to learn something 
easily without being taught O She never took 
any piano lessons, she just picked it up. O He 
picked up some German when he was work¬ 
ing in Germany. 3. to give someone a lift in a 
vehicle O The car will pick you up from the 
hotel. O Can you send a taxi to pick us up at 
seven o ’clock? 4. to meet someone by chance 
and start a relationship with them O She’s a 
girl he picked up in a bar. 5. to arrest 
someone O He was picked up by the police at 
the airport. 6. to improve, to get better O 
She’s been in bed for weeks, but is beginning 
to pick up. O Business is picking up after the 
Christmas holiday. 7 . □ to pick up speed to 
go faster O The truck began to pick up speed 
as it went down the hill. 

<D pick-up /'pik Ap/ noun 1 . a light van 
with an open back O They loaded all their 
gear into the back of a pick-up. 2. the act of 


piece 

collecting someone or something O The cus¬ 
tomer pick-up point is behind the store. O 
I’ve got several pick-ups to do before I can 
go home. 3. a person who has been picked up 
O She wasn’t his regular girlfriend - proba¬ 
bly just a pick-up. 
picky /'piki/ adj hard to please 
(D picnic /'piknik/ noun a meal eaten in the 
open air ( informal ) o If it’s fine, let’s go for a 
picnic. O They stopped by a wood, and had a 
picnic lunch. ■ verb to eat a picnic o People 
were picnicking on the bank of the river. 
(NOTE: picnicking - picnicked) 
picnicker /'pikniko/ noun a person who 
goes on a picnic 

pictorial /pik'toiriol/ adj referring to pic¬ 
tures. Synonym graphic 
(D picture /'piktjo/ noun 1. an image of 
someone or something, e.g. made by draw¬ 
ing, painting or taking a photograph O She 
drew a picture of the house. O The book has 
pages of pictures of wild animals. O She cut 
out the picture of the President from the mag¬ 
azine. 2. □ to put someone in the picture to 
give someone all the information about a 
problem ( informal ) o Let me put you in the 
picture. □ to get the picture to understand 
the problem O I get the picture-you want me 
to arrange for him to be disposed of ■ verb 
to imagine something O It takes quite an ef¬ 
fort to picture her in a bikini. 
picture book /'piktjo buk/ noun a book 
with mainly pictures and not much writing 
picture messaging /'piktjo .mesidsirj/ 
noun the use of a mobile phone to send im¬ 
ages to another mobile phone or computer 
pictures /'piktj’oz/ plural noun same as 
cinema (dated) 

picturesque /.piktjo'resk/ adj (of places) 
attractive, like in a picture 
pidgin /'pid 3 in/ noun a language made 
from elements of several languages, used as a 
means of communication 
pidgin English noun a type of English 
used in the Pacific and Far East 
(D pie /pai/ noun meat or fruit cooked in a 
pastry case O For pudding, there’s apple pie 
and ice cream. O If we ’re going on a picnic, 
I’ll buy a big pork pie. □ to eat humble pie 
to say you are sorry for having made a mis¬ 
take (informal) □ pie in the sky an imaginary 
perfect situation which you can never reach 
piebald /'paiboild/ adj (of a horse) with 
areas of black and white colour on the skin ■ 
noun a horse of this type O He rode a 
piebald. 

(D piece /pi:s/ noun 1. a bit of something or 
one of a number of similar things O Would 
you like another piece of cake? O I need two 
pieces of black cloth. 2. □ to be a piece of 
cake to be very easy ( informal ) o That test 
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was simple - a piece of cake! 3. a work of 
music O I will now play a piece by Beetho¬ 
ven. 4. one of the objects used in chess, but 
not usually a pawn O She’s already lost three 
pieces, and I can’t see how she can win. 
(NOTE: Piece is often used to show one 
item of something which has no plural: 
equipment: a piece of equipment, stone: a 
piece of stone ; cheese: a piece of cheese-, 
news: a piece of news-, advice: a piece of 
advice.) u verb □ to piece together to put 
things together to form a whole O The police 
are trying to piece together the events which 
took place during the evening of the murder. 
piecemeal /'piismiil/ adj, adv separately, 
done bit by bit O The work was carried out 
on a piecemeal basis. O They had bought all 
sorts of paintings piecemeal. 
pieces /'piisiz/ plural noun broken bits of 
something 

piecework /'pi:sw3ik/ noun a system by 
which you are paid for the amount of work 
done and not by the hour 
pie-chart /'pai tja:t/ noun a diagram 
shaped like a circle with pieces cut out show¬ 
ing how something is divided up 
pied-a-terre /pi,ei dai'teo/ noun a small 
flat, used by someone as a temporary place to 
live 

@ pier /pio/ noun 1. a structure built from 
the land out into the sea, often with entertain¬ 
ments on it O If you go to Brighton, you must 
go on the pier. O We went for a stroll along 
the pier. O He spent his holiday fishing from 
the end of the pier. 2. one of the tall strong 
structures holding up a bridge O The boat 
collided with one of the piers of the railway 
bridge. (NOTE: Do not confuse with peer.) 
pierce /pios/ verb to make a hole in 
something 

piercing /'piosirj/ adj 1. (of a sound) 
unpleasantly high and loud O They suddenly 
heard a piercing cry. O He let out a piercing 
yell. 2. very severe O You need to shelter 
from the piercing east wind. O They sat hud¬ 
dled together for protection against the 
piercing cold. 3. seeming to look through 
someone or something O He looked at her 
with his piercing blue eyes. 
piety /'paioti/ noun having a great respect 
for religion and showing this in your 
behaviour 

@ pig /pig/ noun a pink or black farm ani¬ 
mal with short legs which gives meat (NOTE: 
Fresh meat from a pig is called pork. Ba¬ 
con, gammon and ham are types of 
smoked or cured meat from a pig.) 
d> pigeon /'pid33n/ noun a fat grey bird 
which is common in towns ( informal) 
pigeonhole /'pid3onh9ul/ noun one of a 
series of small square spaces in shelves, used 
to put away things such as papers or letters o 


pile-up 

I looked in my pigeonhole to see if there were 
any messages for me. ■ verb 1. to file letters 
or papers, often as the best way to forget 
about them 2. to say that someone or some¬ 
thing belongs to a particular group or class O 
As an artist he is not easy to pigeonhole. 
pigeon-toed /,pid 3 (o)n 'toud/ adj walk¬ 
ing with the toes turning in 
piggyback /'pigibaek/ noun carrying 
someone on your back with his arms round 
your neck 

piggybank /'pigibaegk/ noun a child’s 
money box in the shape of a pig 
pigheaded /pig'hedid/ adj determined to 
do things in a particular way, refusing to 
change your mind 
piglet /'piglot/ noun a little pig 
pigment /'pigmont/ noun a substance 
which colours 

pigmentation /.pigmen'teiJXojn/ noun 

the colouring of the skin 

pigmy /'pigmi/ noun another spelling of 

pygmy 

pigsty /'pigstai/ noun 1 . a little building 
where a pig is kept. Also called sty (NOTE: 
The plural is pigsties. The US term is pig¬ 
pen.) 2. an untidy place (NOTE: The US term 
is pigpen.) □ like a pigsty dirty and in a 
mess O He left his room looking like a pigsty. 
pigtail /'pigteil/ noun hair twisted into a 
plait, hanging down at the back of the head 
pike /paik/ noun 1 . a large fish which lives 
in rivers and lakes (NOTE: The plural is 
pike.) 2. a weapon like a long spear (dated) 
pilaff /'piilaef/ noun an Indian dish of meat 
or fish with rice 

(D pile /pail/ noun 1. a large mass of things 
O Look at that pile of washing. O The pile of 
plates crashed onto the floor. O The wind 
blew piles of dead leaves into the road. O He 
was carrying a great pile of books. 2. □ piles 
of a lot of (informal) O They brought piles of 
food with them. O There’s no need to hurty, 
we’ve got piles of time. 3. a large post made 
of wood, metal or some other strong sub¬ 
stance, pressed down into the earth to pro¬ 
vide a support for something such as a 
building O They drove piles into the river 
bank to hold up the wharf. 4. the soft surface 
of some types of cloth, e.g. velvet, or of some 
types of caipet O Just feel the pile on these 
cushions. O We have put a thick pile carpet in 
the sitting room. ■ verb □ to pile, to pile up 
to put a lot of things into a pile O All the 
Christmas presents are piled under the tree. 
O Complaints are piling up about the service. 
piles /pailz/ plural noun same as 
haemorrhoids 

pile-up /'pail Ap/ noun a serious accident 
involving a series of vehicles which have 
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pincers 


pilfer 

crashed into each other (informal) Synonym 

crash 

pilfer /'pilfo/ verb to steal small objects or 
small amounts of money from the office or 
shop where you work 

pilfering /'pilforig/ noun stealing small 
objects or amounts of money 
pilgrim /'pilgrim/ noun a person who goes 
to visit a holy place 

pilgrimage /'pilgrimic^/ noun 1. a jour¬ 
ney to an important religious place for reli¬ 
gious reasons O The church is organising a 
pilgrimage to Rome in April. O All Muslims 
should make the pilgrimage to Mecca at least 
once. 2. a journey to any important place, es¬ 
pecially one connected with a famous person 
O Many tourists make the pilgrimage to 
Dickens ’ house in London. 
d> pill /pil/ noun 1. medicine in solid form, 
usually in a small round shape O Take two 
pills before breakfast. 2. □ on the pill (of a 
woman) taking a course of pills to avoid be¬ 
coming pregnant ( informal ) o It she’s not on 
the pill, you must use a condom. O She went 
on the pill when she was seventeen. 
pillage /'pilid 3 / noun the act of stealing 
goods, especially done by soldiers O In the 
Middle Ages, the country was devastated by 
bands of English soldiers who lived by pil¬ 
lage. ■ verb to damage buildings and steal 
goods from a place, especially in a war O The 
invaders pillaged the monastery buildings, 
then set fire to them. Synonym plunder 
pillar /'pilo/ noun a strong tall object which 
supports part of a building 
<S> pillar box /'pilo boks/ noun a round red 
metal container into which you can post let¬ 
ters. Synonym postbox 
pillion /'piljon/ noun □ pillion seat a seat 
for a passenger behind the driver of a motor¬ 
cycle O He came on his motorbike with his 
girlfriend on the pillion seat. □ pillion pas¬ 
senger a person riding on the pillion seat O 
The motorcyclist was badly hurt and his pil¬ 
lion passenger was killed. □ to ride pillion to 
ride on the pillion seat O She’s got a spare 
crash helmet for anyone who rides pillion. 
pillory /'priori/ noun in the past, a wooden 
stand with holes for the head and hands, 
where criminals were placed so that the pub¬ 
lic could throw things at them ■ verb to 
make someone appear foolish or silly in pub¬ 
lic O She was pilloried in the Sunday papers. 
Synonym ridicule 

(D pillow /'pilou/ noun a rectangular bag 
full of soft material which you put your head 
on in bed 

pillow slip /'pilou slip/ noun a cloth bag to 
cover a pillow 

(D pilot /'pailot/ noun 1. a person who flies 
a plane o He’s training to be an airline pilot. 


O He’s a helicopter pilot for an oil company. 
2. a person who controls boats into or out of a 
harbour O Ships are not allowed into the har¬ 
bour without a pilot. 3. a programme made 
or used as a test O a pilot for a new TV series 
■ verb 1. to control something such as a boat 
or an aircraft O He safely piloted the ship into 
harbour. 2. to show someone the way to a 
place by taking them there O He piloted her 
through a maze of passageways to the meet¬ 
ing room. 

pilot light /'pailot lait/ noun a little flame, 
which bums all the time in a piece of equip¬ 
ment such as a gas fire, and which lights the 
main part of the fire automatically when it is 
switched on 

pilot scheme /'pailot skiim/ noun a small 
project which is done as a test to find out if 
something such as a business is likely to be 
successful 

pimento /pi'mentou/ noun a green or red 
fruit with a slightly hot taste used as a vegeta¬ 
ble (NOTE: The plural is pimentos. The US 
spelling is pimiento.) 

pimp /pimp/ noun a man who makes 
money by finding customers for prostitutes O 
The pimps are supposed to protect the girls if 
customers turn nasty. ■ verb to work as a 
pimp O The police think he has been pimping 
in the West End. 

pimple /'pimpol/ noun a small lump on the 
surface of the skin, containing pus. Synonym 

spot 

pimply /'pimpli/ adj covered with pimples. 
Synonym spotty 

<D pin /pin/ noun 1. a small thin sharp metal 
stick with a round head, used for fastening 
things such as pieces of cloth or paper to¬ 
gether O She fastened the ribbons to her 
dress with a pin. 2. a thin wooden or metal 
bar used for fastening things together O After 
the accident, he had to have two pins inserted 
in his leg. ■ verb 1. to attach with a pin o 
She pinned up a notice about the meeting. O 
He pinned her photograph on the wall. O He 
pinned the calendar to the wall by his desk. 
2. to force someone to stay in a place, either 
deliberately or because of an accident O Sev¬ 
eral people were pinned under the fallen 
roof. O The car pinned her against the wall. 
(NOTE: pinning - pinned) 
pinafore /'pinofo:/ noun 1. a large apron 
covering the front part of your clothes O All 
the waitresses wear starched white pinafores. 
2. a full dress worn to cover ordinary clothes 
when working 

pinball /'pin,boil/ noun an indoor game 
played on a sloping electronic table in which 
a player makes a ball move quickly past ob¬ 
stacles to score points 

pincers /'pinsoz/ plural noun 1. □ pair of 
pincers a tool for holding something tight, 


pinch 

shaped like scissors O We pulled the nails out 
of the wood with a pair of pincers. 2. the 
front claws of a crab or lobster O A crab can 
give you a nasty nip with its pincers. 
pinch /pintJV noun 1. squeezing tightly be¬ 
tween finger and thumb O He gave her arm a 
pinch. 2. □ at a pinch if really necessary O 
At a pinch, we can manage with only one 
sales assistant. □ to feel the pinch to find 
you have less money than you need O 
We really started to feel the pinch when my 
father lost his job. 3. a small quantity of 
something held between finger and thumb O 
Add a pinch of salt to the boiling water. 
(NOTE: The plural is pinches.) ■ verb 1. to 
squeeze something tightly, using the finger 
and thumb O Ow! You ’re pinching me! 2. to 
steal something O Someone’s pinched my 
pen! 

pincushion /'pinkuf(o)n/ noun a round 
thick piece of soft material in which you can 
stick pins so as to keep them to hand 
© pin down /.pin 'daun/ verb □ to pin 
someone down to get someone to say what 
he or she really thinks, to get someone to 
make his or her mind up O I’m trying to pin 
the chairman down to make a decision. O 
She ’s very vague about dates - it’s difficult to 
pin her down. 

pine /pain/ noun 1. □ pine (tree) a type of 
evergreen tree with needle-shaped leaves O 
They planted a row of pines along the edge of 
the field. 2 . wood from a pine tree o We’ve 
bought a pine table for the kitchen. O the pine 
cupboards in the children's bedroom ■ verb 
□ to pine for something to feel sad because 
you do not have something any more O She’s 
miserable because she’s pining for her cat. 
pineapple /'paina 2 p(o)l/ noun a large 
sweet tropical fruit, shaped like a large pine 
cone with stiff prickly leaves on top 
pine cone /'pain koun/ noun the hard case 
containing the fruit of a pine tree 
ping /pig/ noun the noise made when some¬ 
thing such as a small bell or a glass is hit O 
The glass went ping and cracked. O There 
was a ping as a stone hit the windscreen. ■ 
verb to make a ping O A little bell pings when 
the oven reaches the right temperature. 

Ping Pong /'pig png/ trademark same as 
table tennis 

pinion /'pinjon/ noun a wheel with small 
pieces sticking out around the edge, which 
makes other wheels move inside a machine ■ 
verb to tie up someone’s arms tightly o The 
two men lay pinioned on the floor. Synonym 
hold down 

© pink /pigk/ adj 1. pale red or flesh 
coloured O She uses pink paper when she 
writes to her friends. 2. □ tickled pink 
feeling very pleased and happy ( informal) o 
We were tickled pink to get our first letter 


piously 

from our little granddaughter. ■ noun 1. a 
pale red colour O The bright pink of the 
geraniums shows clearly across the garden. 
2. a garden flower which has a sweet smell, 
like a small carnation O There was a bunch of 
pinks on the table. 

pinkie /'pigki/ noun the little finger (infor¬ 
mal) 

© pin money /'pin .mAni/ noun money 
earned by someone for part-time work. Syn¬ 
onym pocket money 

pinnacle /'pin3k(3)l/ noun 1. the highest 
point of someone’s career O By becoming 
Lord Chief Justice he reached the pinnacle of 
his legal career. 2. the highest point of a 
pointed rock O A narrow ridge connected the 
two pinnacles. 3. a tall thin stone tower O 
looking down on the domes and pinnacles of 
the old Italian city 

© PIN number /'pin .nAmbo/ noun a se¬ 
cret number which you use with a bank card 
in order to take money out of a cashpoint. 
Full form personal identification number 
pinpoint /'pinpoint/ noun □ a pinpoint of 
light a very small spot of light ■ verb to 
show exactly where something is O We can 
pinpoint the ship’s exact position by radar. 
Synonym locate 

pins and needles /,pinz on 'niidlz/ noun 
a sharp feeling in a limb after it has been in 
an uncomfortable position for a time 
pinstripe /'pinstraip/ noun a thin light line 
on a dark cloth 

pinstripe suit /'pin.straip suit/ noun a 
suit, usually a man’s suit, made of dark cloth 
with a pinstripe in it 

© pint /paint/ noun a liquid measure, equal 
to 0.568 of a litre 

pin-up /'pin Ap/ noun a picture of a person, 
especially one of a sexually attractive person 
or in which the person is wearing very few 
clothes 

pioneer /.paio'nio/ noun 1. a person who 
is among the first to try to do something O He 
was one of the pioneers of radar. O the pio¬ 
neers in the field of laser surgery 2. a person 
who is among the first to discover or settle in 
a new land O The first pioneers settled in this 
valley in about I860. ■ verb to be the first to 
do something O The company pioneered de¬ 
velopments in the field of electronics. O She 
pioneered a new route across the Andes. 
pioneering /.paio'niong/ adj opening up a 
new area of activity 

pious /'paios/ adj 1. showing great respect 
for religion O A pious benefactor gave the 
money to build a new church. 2. □ a pious 
hope a hope for something that is unlikely to 
happen O Expecting the children to behave 
well was something of a pious hope. 
piously /'paiosli/ adv in a pious way 
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pip /pip/ noun 1 . a small seed in some fruits 
O Take out all the pips when you cut up the 
grapefruit. (NOTE: Fruits such as apples, 
pears, oranges and lemons all have pips.) 
2. a star on the shoulder showing an officer’s 
rank O The three pips showed he was a cap¬ 
tain. ■ verb to defeat someone ( informal) o 
She pipped me for first place. Synonym beat 
□ to pip someone at the post to beat some¬ 
one at the last minute O He put on a final 
spurt and pipped me at the post. 

(I) pipe /paip/ noun 1. a tube o He’s clear¬ 
ing a blocked pipe in the kitchen. O The wa¬ 
ter came out of the hole in the pipe, t 
drainpipe 2. a tube for smoking tobacco, 
with a bowl at one end in which the tobacco 
bums ■ verb 1 . to squeeze soft food mixture 
through a small tube, so as to make attractive 
shapes O Duchesse potatoes are piped into 
spiral shapes and cooked. 2. to send water, 
gas, etc., along a pipe O Hot water is piped to 
each room from a central boiler. 
pipe band /'paip basnd/ noun a band of 
musicians playing the bagpipes 
piped music /.paipt 'mjuizik/ noun re¬ 
corded music played continuously in a public 
place such as a restaurant 
pipeline /'paiplain/ noun 1. a very large 
tube for carrying oil, natural gas, etc., over 
long distances O An oil pipeline crosses the 
desert. 2. □ in the pipeline being worked on, 
coming O The company has a series of new 
products in the pipeline. O She has two new 
novels in the pipeline. 

piper /'paipo/ noun a person who plays the 
bagpipes 

piping /'paipir)/ noun 1. tubes in general o 
The old lead piping was removed and re¬ 
placed with plastic. □ a piece of piping a 
section of plastic or metal tube 2. a decora¬ 
tion like tubes on a cake or on a dress O a 
scarlet uniform with white piping 
piping hot /.paipir) 'hot/ adv extremely 
hot O Porridge should be served piping hot. 
piquancy /'piikonsi/ noun being piquant 
piquant /'piikont/ adj 1. having a nice 
sharp flavour 2. interesting or funny in a 
sharp way 

pique /pi:k/ noun a strong feeling of being 
annoyed with someone O In a fit of pique she 
sent him back the ring. ■ verb 1. to make 
someone feel amioyed O She was really 
piqued to see her name in the newspaper. 2. 
to make someone want to find out about 
something 

piqued /piikd/ adj feeling annoyed or an¬ 
gry about something 

piracy /'pairosi/ noun 1. the crime of at¬ 
tacking ships at sea and stealing what is in 
them O Piracy is on the increase in the South 
China Sea. 2 . the illegal copying of things 
such as books, records or computer programs 


pitch 

O The government is trying to stamp out 
video piracy. 

piranha /po'raino/ noun a small tropical 
fish which attacks animals, including man 
pirate /'pairot/ noun 1. a sailor who attacks 
ships and steals from them O Pirates at¬ 
tacked the ship. O Pirates buried treasure on 
the island hundreds of years ago. 2. a person 
who makes illegal copies of things such as 
books or videos ■ verb to make an illegal 
copy of something such as a book, disk or de¬ 
sign O The designs for the new dress collec¬ 
tion were pirated in the Far East. O I found a 
pirated copy of my book on sale in a street 
market. 

pirouette /.piru'et/ noun spinning round 
on one foot when dancing ■ verb to spin 
round on one foot 

Pisces /'paisiiz/ noun one of the signs of 
the zodiac, shaped like fish, covering the pe¬ 
riod from 19th February to 20th March 
piss /pis/ ( offensive slang) noun 1. liquid 
waste from the body. Synonym urine □ to 
take the piss to make fun of someone O / 
thought he was taking the piss, but he was 
deadly serious. 2. the act of passing waste 
water from the body O I must go and have a 
piss. ■ verb to pass waste water from the 
body. Synonym urinate 
pissed /pist/ ( offensive slang) adj drunk o 
He was too pissed to know what he was do¬ 
ing. □ pissed as a newt extremely drunk 
pissed off /,pist 'Df/ adj annoyed ( offen¬ 
sive slang) 

piss off /,pis 'Df/ ( offensive slang) verb 1. 
to leave somewhere □ piss off! go away! 2. 
to annoy someone 

piste /piist/ noun a track for skiing 
pistol /'pistol/ noun a small gun which is 
held in the hand 

piston /'piston/ noun (in an engine) a 
round flat piece of metal which moves up and 
down in a cylinder 

pit /pit/ noun 1. a deep dark hole in the 
ground O They dug a pit to bury the rubbish. 
2. a mine where substances such as coal are 
dug out of the ground O My grandfather 
spent his whole life working down a pit. 3. 
US a hard stone inside a fruit O a date pit } 
pitted 4. a hole in the floor of a garage where 
someone can stand to examine or repair the 
bottom part of a car 5. the back part of the 
ground floor of a theatre 6. the deepest part O 
He felt rising fear in the pit of his stomach. ■ 
verb 1. □ to pit your strength against some¬ 
one to try to fight someone O The little coun¬ 
try pitted her strength against her much 
larger neighbour. 2. to take the stone out of a 
fruit (NOTE: pitting - pitted) 

(D pitch /pit J/ noun 1. the ground on which 
a game is played O I’ll time you, if you run 
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pitched battle 

round the football pitch. O The pitch is too 
wet to play on. O He dribbled the ball the 
whole length of the pitch and scored. (NOTE: 
The plural is pitches.) 2. being able to sing 
or play notes correctly O He’s got perfect 
pitch. 3. a high point of a strong feeling such 
as anger or excitement O Excitement was at 
fever pitch. 4. a sticky black substance which 
comes from tar and is used on the outside 
surface of things such as boats or roofs to 
prevent water from coming through to the in¬ 
side 5. the angle of a sloping roof O A roof 
with a steep pitch allows snow to slide off. ■ 
verb 1 . to put up a tent o They pitched their 
tent in a field by the beach. 2. to throw a ball 
O I pitched him a high ball to see if he could 
catch it. 3. {of boat) to rock with the front 
and back going up and down O The little boat 
was pitching up and down on the waves. 
Compare roll 

pitched battle /.pitJt 'baet(9)l/ noun a 
battle where the opposing sides stand and 
face each other. Synonym argument 
pitcher /'pitJo/ noun 1. a large container 
for liquids, with a handle and a specially 
shaped part on the top edge for pouring the 
liquid out O My aunt brought out a pitcher of 
lemonade. 2. a person who throws the ball in 
baseball O The Dodgers are without their 
regular pitcher this afternoon. 
piteous /'pitios/ adj which deserves pity 
pitfall /'pitfo :1/ noun a hidden danger 
pith /pi0/ noun 1 . the soft part in the centre 
of a plant stem 2. a soft white substance un¬ 
der the skin of fruits such as lemons and 
oranges 

pithy /'pi0i/ adj 1. full of serious meaning o 
He made some pithy remarks. 2. with a soft 
centre (NOTE: pithier - pithiest) 
pitiable /'pitiob(o)l/ adj which deserves 
pity ( formal ) 

pitiful /'pitif(o)l/ adj 1 . making you feel 
sorry for someone or something O The poor 
cat was in a pitiful state. 2. not at all good O 
His attempts at singing were pitiful. 
pitifully /'pitif(o)li/ adv 1 . in a way which 
makes you feel sorry for someone O He 
moaned pitifully and kept asking for water. 2. 
extremely, in a way which is pitiful O The 
pension she has to live on is pitifully small. O 
Her little arms and legs were pitifully thin. 
pitiless /'pitilos/ adj 1 . not showing any 
pity O His voice was harsh and pitiless. 2. 
very severe O The pitiless wind blew across 
the ice floes. 

pits /pits/ plural noun {at car races) the 
place where the cars get more fuel, are exam¬ 
ined and repaired 

pitta bread /'pits ,bred/ noun a type of 
flat bread 
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pittance /'pit(o)ns/ noun a very low 
amount that someone earns 
pitted /'pitid/ adywith the stones removed 
(D pity /'piti/ noun 1. a feeling of sympathy 
for someone who is in a bad situation O Have 
you no pity for the homeless? □ to take pity 
on someone to feel sorry for someone O At 
last someone took pity on her and showed her 
how to work the machine. 2. □ it’s a pity 
that it is sad that O It’s a pity you weren’t 
there to see it. O It’s such a pity that the rain 
spoiled the picnic. □ it would be a pity to it 
would be a bad thing to O It would be a pity 
not to eat all this beautiful food. ■ verb to 
feel sympathy for someone O I pity his chil¬ 
dren. Antonym blame 
pivot /'pivot/ noun a point on which some¬ 
thing turns 

pivotal /'pivot(o)l/ adj central, of great im¬ 
portance. Synonym essential. Antonym 
unimportant 

pivot on /'pivot Dn/ verb 1. to turn on a 
point O The heavy door pivots on a metal 
point in the floor. 2. to depend on something 
O The whole process pivots on the accuracy 
of the measurements. 

pixel /'piksol/ noun a single point on a 
computer display 

pixie /'piksi/ noun a small imaginary per¬ 
son in children’s stories. Synonym fairy 
® pizza /'piitso/ noun an Italian food, con¬ 
sisting of a flat round piece of bread cooked 
with things such as cheese, tomatoes and on¬ 
ions on top 

placard /'plaekaid/ noun 1. a notice on a 
large piece of thin board O The protesters 
carried placards bearing anti-government 
slogans. 2. a large notice, picture or adver¬ 
tisement stuck on a wall O Placards ap¬ 
peared in shop windows announcing that the 
circus was coming to town. ■ verb to stick 
notices on a surface O They placarded every 
tree and lamppost in the street. 
placate /plo'keit/ verb to calm someone, to 
make someone less angry. Antonym enrage 
(J) place /pleis/ noun 1 . where something is, 
or where something happens O Here’s the 
place where we saw the cows. O Make sure 
you put the file back in the right place. □ all 
over the place everywhere O There were 
dead leaves lying all over the place. 2. a 
home O Would you like to come back to my 
place for a cup of coffee? 3. a seat o I’m 
keeping this place for my sister. O I’m sorry, 
but this place has been taken. □ to change 
places with someone to take each other’s 
seat O If you can’t see the screen, change 
places with me. 4. a space for one person at a 
table O Please set two places for lunch. 5. a 
position in a race O The British runners are 
in the first three places. 6. the page where 
you have stopped reading a book O / left a 
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piece of paper in the book to mark my place. 
O I’ve lost my place and can’t remember 
where I got to. 7. □ to take place to happen 
O The fight took place outside the football 
ground. O The film takes place in China. 8. a 
name given to a street in a town O They live 
in Regent Place. ■ verb 1 . to put something 
somewhere O The waitress placed the teapot 
on the table. O Please place the envelope in 
the box. 2. to remember who someone is O 
His face seems familiar but I can’t place him. 
placebo /plo'siibou/ noun a pill which ap¬ 
pears to be a drug, but has no medicine in it 
(NOTE: The plural is placebos.) 
placemat /'pleismast/ noun a flat piece of 
thick cloth which a person’s plate is put on 
placement /'pleismont/ noun the action 
of finding a job for someone 
placenta /plo'sento/ noun a tissue that 
grows inside the womb when a baby is devel¬ 
oping, and which supplies the oxygen and 
nutrients needed for the baby to grow 
place setting /'pleis ,setir)/ noun a set of 
objects such as a knife, fork and spoon, plate 
and cup, which one person needs at a meal 
placid /'plaesid/ adj calm. Antonym 
excitable 

placidly /'plassidli/ adv calmly 
placing /'pleisir)/ noun the position of 
something in a list 

plagiarise /'pleid 3 oraiz/, plagiarize verb 
to copy the work of another author and pre¬ 
tend it is your own 

plagiarism /'pleid33riz(9)m/ noun copy¬ 
ing another person’s written work and pass¬ 
ing it off as your own 

plague /pleig/ noun 1. a serious infectious 
disease which people caught off fleas from 
rats O Thousands of people died in the Great 
Plague of London in 1665. □ to avoid some¬ 
one like the plague to try not to meet some¬ 
one O I avoid him like the plague because 
he’s always asking if he can borrow money. 
2. a great quantity of unpleasant things O 
We’ve had a plague of ants in the garden. ■ 
verb to annoy someone or cause them prob¬ 
lems O We were plagued with wasps last 
summer. O She keeps plaguing me with silly 
questions. 

plaice /pleis/ noun a common flat sea fish 
(NOTE: The plural is plaice.) 
plaid /plaed/ noun 1. a type of cloth which 
has a pattern of different coloured lines on it 
O He wore plaid trousers. 2. (in Scotland) a 
long piece of such cloth O The highlanders 
traditionally wore the plaid wrapped around 
their whole body. 

(D plain /plein/ adj 1. easy to understand o 
The instructions are written in plain English. 
2. obvious O It’s perfectly plain what he 
wants. O We made it plain to them that this 
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was our final offer. 3. simple and not compli¬ 
cated O We put plain wallpaper in the dining 
room. O The outside is decorated with leaves 
and flowers, but the inside is quite plain. 4. 
not attractive O His two daughters are rather 
plain. (NOTE: plainer - plainest) ■ noun a 
flat area of country O a broad plain bordered 
by mountains. Synonym prairie (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with plane.) 
plain chocolate /plein 'tjbklot/ noun a 
dark bitter chocolate 

plainclothes /'pleinkloudz/ adj wearing 
ordinary clothes, not a uniform 
plain flour /plein 'flauo/ noun white flour 
with no baking powder in it 
plainly /'pleinli/ adv 1. obviously o He’s 
plainly bored by the French lesson. O 
Plainly, the plan is not working. 2. clearly O 
It is plainly visible from here. O The sounds 
of a violent argument could be heard plainly 
from behind the door. 3. in a simple way O 
She always dresses very plainly. 
plainness /'pleinnos/ noun 1. the fact of 
being clear 2. the fact of being simple 
plain sailing /plein 'seilig/ noun easy 
progress 

(D plaintiff /'pleintif/ noun a person who 
starts a legal action against someone in the 
civil courts (dated). Antonym defendant 
(NOTE: This is an old term; it has now been 
replaced by claimant. The other party in an 
action is the defendant.) 
plaintive /'pleintiv/ adj (of sounds) sad 
and complaining. Synonym mournful. Ant¬ 
onym cheerful 

plait /plaet/ noun three long pieces of hair, 
woven together O She wears her hair in a 
plait or in plaits. Synonym braid ■ verb to 
form someone’s hair into a plait O My mother 
used to plait my hair before I went to school 
in the morning. 

(D plan /plaen/ noun 1. an organised way of 
doing things O He made a plan to get up ear¬ 
lier in future. O She drew up plans for the vil¬ 
lage fete. □ according to plan in the way it 
was arranged O The party went off according 
to plan. 2. a drawing of the way something is 
arranged O Here are the plans for the 
kitchen. O The fire exits are shown on the 
plan of the office. ■ verb 1 . to arrange how 
you are going to do something O She’s busy 
planning her holiday in Greece. 2. to intend 
to do something O They are planning to move 
to London next month. O We weren't plan¬ 
ning to go on holiday this year. O I plan to 
take the 5 o ’clock flight to New York. 3. to ar¬ 
range how to build something O She planned 
the bathroom herself. O A new town is being 
planned next to the airport. (NOTE: planning 
- planned) 

® plane /plein/ noun 1. an aircraft, a vehi¬ 
cle which flies O When is the next plane for 
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plane-spotter 

Glasgow? O How are you getting to Paris? - 
We ’re going by plane. O Don’t panic, you’ve 
got plenty of time to catch your plane. O He 
was stuck in a traffic jam and missed his 
plane. 2. a tool with a sharp blade for making 
wood smooth O He smoothed off the rough 
edges with a plane. ■ verb to make wood 
smooth with a plane O He planed the top of 
the table. 

plane-spotter /'plein .spoto/ noun a per¬ 
son who collects details of the numbers and 
makes of planes 

planet /'plaenit/ noun 1. one of the objects 
in space which move round the Sun O Is 
there life on any of the planets? O Earth is 
the third planet from the Sun. 2. the planet 
Earth O an environmental disaster which 
could affect the whole planet 
planetarium /.pkem'teoriom/ noun a 
building with a high curved roof, where the 
stars and planets are shown using lights 
planetary /'plasnit(o)ri/ ad }referring to the 
planets 

plane tree /'plein tri:/ noun a large tree 
with wide leaves, often grown in towns 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with plain.) 
plank /plaepk/ noun a long flat piece of 
wood used in building, t thick 
plankton /'plaepkton/ plural noun very 
small animals and plants which live and 
move about slowly in the sea, and are the 
food of large animals 

(D planner /'plaeno/ noun a person who 
draws up plans O The planners made the car 
park too small. 

® planning /'plaenip/ noun the act or prac¬ 
tice of making plans O The trip will need very 
careful planning. O The project is still in the 
planning stage. 

(2) plant /plaint/ noun 1. a living thing 
which grows in the ground and has leaves, a 
stem and roots O He planted a row of cab¬ 
bage plants. O Sunflower plants grow very 
tall. 2. machinery O Investment in buildings 
and plant accounts for 90% of our setting up 
costs. 3. a large factory O They are planning 
to build a car plant near the river. ■ verb 1. 
to put a plant in the ground O We’ve planted 
two pear trees and a peach tree in the gar¬ 
den. 2. to put in a place O They phoned to say 
that a bomb had been planted in the High 
Street. 3. to put goods secretly in a place in 
order to make it look as if they were placed 
there illegally O The police were accused of 
planting the drugs in her car. 
plantation /plain'teij(3)n/ noun 1. an 
area of trees planted as a crop O a plantation 
of pines 2. a tropical farm growing a particu¬ 
lar crop O a coffee plantation O a rubber 
plantation 

planter /'plaints/ noun 1. a person in 
charge of a plantation O As a young man he 


plastic surgery 

went out to Ceylon as a tea planter. 2. a dec¬ 
orated container to hold plants in pots O A set 
ofplanter's for indoor plants. 
plant pot /'plaint pDt/ noun a container 
for growing plants in 

plaque /plaek, plaik/ noun 1. a flat plate 
made of a hard substance such as stone or 
metal and with some writing on the surface O 
They put up a plaque to commemorate the 
soldiers who died. O The Princess unveiled a 
plaque commemorating her visit and the 
opening of the new library. 2. a substance 
which forms on the teeth o Use dental floss 
every morning to control plaque. (NOTE: no 
plural in this meaning) 
plasma /'plaezmo/ noun a thin yellow liq¬ 
uid which makes up the main part of blood 
plasma screen /'plaezmo skriin/ noun a 
very thin television or computer screen 
which shows extremely clear images 
plaster /'plaisto/ noun 1. a mixture of 
powdery sand and lime which is mixed with 
water and is used for covering the walls of 
houses O The flat hasn ’t been decorated yet 
and there is still bare plaster in most of the 
rooms. 2. a white substance which becomes 
hard when it dries, used to cover a broken 
arm or leg and hold it in place O He had an 
accident skiing and now has his leg in plas¬ 
ter. ■ verb 1. to cover with plaster o They 
had to take off the old plaster and plaster the 
walls again. 2. to cover with a thick layer as 
if with plaster O She plastered her face with 
makeup. 

plaster cast /'plaisto kaist/ noun 1. a 
hard covering of plaster put round a broken 
arm or leg 2. a shape made by covering 
something with plaster 3. a copy of an object 
made in plaster 

plastered /'plaistod/ adj 1. covered with 
plaster O We painted the plastered walls 
pink. 2. covered with a substance, e.g. mud 3. 
very drunk O He got completely plastered at 
his brother’s party. 

® plastic /'plaestik/ noun 1. a synthetic 
material used to make many things O We take 
plastic plates when we go to the beach. O The 
supermarket gives you plastic bags to put 
your shopping in. O We cover our garden 
furniture with plastic sheeting when it rains. 
(NOTE: no plural: a bowl made of plastic) 
2. □ plastic credit cards and charge cards (in¬ 
formal) O I don’t have any cash with me, do 
you take plastic? 

Plasticine /'plaestisiin/ trademark a col¬ 
oured substance like clay, which children 
form into shapes 

plasticity /plae'stisiti/ noun the state of 
being plastic 

plastic surgery /.plaestik 's3id3ori/ 
noun a medical treatment to repair damaged 
parts of the body 
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(D plate /pleit/ noun 1. a flat round dish for 
putting food on O Put one pie on each plate. 
O Pass all the plates down to the end of the 
table. 2. food which is served on a plate O 
They passed round plates of sandwiches. O 
She ate two plates of cold meat. 3. a flat piece 
of something such as metal or glass O The 
dentist has a brass plate on his door. 4. a 
page with a picture in a book O The book is 
illustrated with twenty colour plates. 5. ob¬ 
jects made of copper with a thin layer of gold 
or silver put on using electricity O The 
spoons aren’t sterling silver — they’re just 
plate. 6. a piece of plastic with false teeth at¬ 
tached which fits into your mouth ■ verb to 
cover a metal object with a thin layer of gold 
or silver electrically O The metal cross is 
plated with gold. 

plateau /'plartou/ noun 1. an area of high 
flat land O the high plateau region of south¬ 
ern Argentina O The town lies on a plateau 
about 2000 feet above sea level. 2. the high¬ 
est point that will be reached O House prices 
seem to have reached a plateau. (NOTE: The 
plural is plateaux /'plaetouz/.) 

-plated /pleitid/ suffix covered with a layer 
of metal O a copper-plated saucepan O 
Those forks are not silver, just silver-plated. 
plateful /'pleitful/ noun the quantity held 
by a plate 

plate glass /.pleit 'glais/ noun glass 
made in very large flat sheets, used for win¬ 
dows □ a plate glass window a very large 
window, such as in a shop 
platelet /'pleitlot/ noun a blood cell which 
helps blood to coagulate 
® platform /'plartfoim/ noun 1. a high flat 
structure by the side of the railway lines at a 
station, to help passengers get on or off the 
trains easily O Crowds of people were wait¬ 
ing on the platform. O The train for Liverpool 
will leave from platform 10. O The next train 
at this platform is the Circle Line to Padding¬ 
ton. 2. a high wooden floor for speakers to 
speak from O The main speakers sat in a row 
on the platform. 3. US a programme of action 
promised by a political party at an election 
platform shoes /'plart.foim Ju:z/ plural 
noun shoes with very thick soles 
platinum /'plaetinom/ noun a valuable 
metal which does not corrode, and is used in 
jewellery 

platinum blonde /'pketinom blond/ 
noun a woman with very pale yellow hair 
platinum disc /.plaetinom 'disk/ noun a 
prize given to a pop singer or group when 
one of their records has sold more than two 
million copies 

platitude /'plaetit ju:d/ noun a remark con¬ 
sidered to be ordinary and of little interest 
platonic /plo'tomk/ adj (of a relationship) 
which is not sexual 
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platoon /pb'tuin/ noun a small group of 
soldiers with a lieutenant in charge, part of a 
company 

platter /'plants/ noun 1 . a large flat serving 
plate O A huge joint of meat was carried in 
on a platter. 2. a large plate of prepared food, 
arranged in an attractive way O We ordered a 
seafood platter. 

plaudits /'ploidits/ plural noun nice things 
which you say to praise someone for their 
goodness or success 

plausible /'plo:zib(o)l/ adj 1. which 
sounds as though it could be correct or true O 
He couldn’t produce any plausible excuse to 
explain why he was in the warehouse. 2. 
good at telling lies so that people believe 
what you say O He sounds very plausible 
over the phone. 

plausibly /'ploizibli/ adv in a plausible 
way 

(D play /plei/ noun 1. a written text which is 
acted in a theatre or on TV O Did you see the 
play on TV last night? O We went to the Na¬ 
tional Theatre to see the new play. O Two of 
Shakespeare’s plays are on the list for the 
English exam. 2. the activity of taking part in 
a game O Play will start at 3 o ’clock. □ out 
of play not on the field O The ball was kicked 
out of play. 3. a way of enjoying yourself O 
They watched the children at play. O All 
right, you children, it’s time for play. 4. □ it’s 
child’s play it is very easy o It’s child’s play 
if you’ve got the right tools for the job. 5. 
freedom to move about O There is too much 
play in the handle - you should tighten the 
screws. ■ verb 1. to take part in a game o He 
plays rugby for the university. O Do you play 
tennis? 2. (of a game) to happen in a particu¬ 
lar place or at a particular time O The tennis 
match was played on the Centre Court. O 
Cricket isn’t played in the winter. 3. to make 
music on a musical instrument or to put a re¬ 
cording on a machine such as a CD player O 
He can’t play the violin very well. O Let me 
play you my new Bach CD. 4. to enjoy your¬ 
self O The boys were playing in the garden. O 
When you’ve finished your lesson you can go 
out to play. O He doesn’t like playing with 
other children. 5. to act the part of a person 
in a film or play O Orson Welles played 
Harry Lime in ‘The Third Man 6. to make 
water or light move in a particular direction 
or in a particular way, or when water or light 
moves like this O Fountains played as the 
guests strolled in the gardens. 
d) play back /,plei 'bask/ verb to listen to 
something which you have just recorded 
playboy /'pleiboi/ noun a rich man who 
spends his time enjoying himself rather than 
working 
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Play-doh 

Play-doh /'plei dou/ trademark a type of 
coloured plastic material like clay, which 
children form into shapes 
play down /,plei 'daun/ verb to make 
something seem less important. Synonym 
minimise. Antonym accentuate 
(2) player /'pleio/ noun 1 . a person who 
plays a game O You only need two players for 
chess. O Rugby players have to be fit. O Four 
of the players in the opposing team are ill. 2. 
a person who plays a musical instrument O a 
famous horn player 

playful /'pleif(o)l/ adj lively and enjoying 
playing 

playground /'pleigraund/ noun a place, at 
a school or in a public area, where children 
can play 

playgroup /'pleigruip/ noun a group of 
small children who play together, looked af¬ 
ter by a teacher 

playhouse /'pleihaus/ noun 1 . a theatre o 
There’s a brand new play on at the play¬ 
house. 2. a model house for children to play 
in. Also called Wendy house 
playing field /’pleur) fiild/ noun a large 
field where sports can be played 
playmate /'plei.meit/ noun a child who 
regularly plays with another 
play off /,plei 'of/ verb □ to play someone 
off against someone to try to benefit by 
making two people compete against each 
other O Children try to get what they want by 
playing their parents off against each other. 
playoff /'pleiof/ noun a game to decide the 
final result, played between two players or 
teams that have the same score 
playpen /'pleipen/ noun a structure in 
which a baby can be left to play safely 
playroom /'pleiruim/ noun a room in 
which children can play 
plaything /'pleiBir)/ noun 1 . something or 
someone that a person uses simply for his 
own pleasure O Luxury yachts are the play¬ 
things of the rich. 2. a toy for a child to play 
with (old) O I keep all the children’s play¬ 
things in this cupboard. 
playtime /'pleitaim/ noun a time in school 
when children can play. Synonym break 
play up /,plei '\p/ verb to cause trouble 
playwright /'pleirait/ noun a person who 
writes plays. Synonym dramatist 
plaza /'plaizo/ noun a large open square in 
a town 

Pic abbr public limited company 
plea /pli:/ noun 1. an answer to a charge in 
court O He entered a plea of ‘not guilty 2. a 
request O Her pleas for clemency were 
rejected. 

plead /pliid/ verb 1 . to answer a charge in a 
law court O He pleaded guilty to the charge 
of murder. 2. to give an excuse O She said 


plebeian 

she couldn’t come, pleading pressure of 
work. 3. □ to plead with someone to try to 
change someone’s mind by asking again and 
again O Ipleaded with her not to go. 

pleading /'pliidiq/ adj asking in a way that 
shows something is wanted very much O The 
dog sat next to me with a pleading look in his 
eyes. ■ noun 1. the action of asking for 
something in an emotional or desperate way 
O He finally gave in to her pleading. 2. the 
action of speaking in court on someone’s be¬ 
half O In English courts, a solicitor prepares 
the case and a barrister does the actual 
pleading. 

(D pleasant /'plez(o)nt/ adj which pleases 
O What a pleasant garden! O How pleasant it 
is to sit here under the trees! □ he didn’t 

bring the pleasantest of news he brought 
bad news 

pleasantly /'plez(o)ntli/ adv in a pleasant 
way 

pleasantry /'plez(9)ntri/ noun a joke or a 
pleasant remark. Antonym insult (NOTE: 
The plural is pleasantries.) 

(D please /pli:z/ interj used to ask politely o 
Please sit down. O Can you close the win¬ 
dow, please? O Can I have a ham sandwich, 
please? O Do you want some more tea? - 
Yes, please! Compare thank you ■ verb to 
make someone happy or satisfied O She’s not 
difficult to please. □ please yourself do as 
you like O Shall I take the red one or the 
green one? - Please yourself. 

(D pleased /pliizd/ adj happy o We’re very 
pleased with our new house. O I’m pleased to 
hear you’re feeling better. O He wasn’t 
pleased when he heard his exam results, t 
punch. Synonym satisfied 
(D pleasing /'pliizig/ adj which pleases. 
Synonym agreeable. Antonym dis¬ 
agreeable 

pleasurable /'ple3(3)r9b(o)l/ adj pleasant, 
which gives pleasure. Synonym agreeable. 
Antonym disagreeable 
® pleasure /'ple 3 o/ noun a pleasant feeling 
O His greatest pleasure is sitting by the river. 
O It gives me great pleasure to be able to 
visit you today. □ with pleasure happily O 
I’ll do the job with pleasure. 
pleat /pli:t/ noun a flat fold in a piece of 
clothing such as a skirt or in something such 
as a curtain O His shirt front was decorated 
with a row of small pleats. ■ verb to make 
neat folds in something such as a piece of 
clothing or a curtain O Pleating the skirt 
makes it hang better. 

pleated /'pliitid/ adj (of fabric) made with 
pleats 

plebeian /plo'biion/ adj common or ordi¬ 
nary; belonging to the working class 
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plebiscite 

plebiscite /'plebisait/ noun a type of vote, 
where the whole population of a town, region 
or country is asked to vote to decide a partic¬ 
ular issue. Synonym referendum 
pledge /pled 3 / noun 1. a promise O They 
made a pledge to meet again next year, same 
time, same place. O The government never 
fulfdled its pledge to cut taxes. 2. □ to take 
the pledge to swear never to drink alcohol 
again 3. an object given to a lender when bor¬ 
rowing money, and which will be returned to 
the borrower when the money is paid back O 
Any pledges which have not been claimed af¬ 
ter six months will be sold. ■ verb 1. to 
promise something formally O She pledged 
£50 to the charity. O Thousands of people 
have pledged their support for the scheme. 2. 
to give something as a pledge when borrow¬ 
ing money O She had to pledge her ring to 
buy food for the children. 
plenary /'pliinsri/ adj complete, covering 
everything ( formal) 

plenary session /'pliinari ,seJ(o)n/ noun 
the part of a conference where all the people 
involved meet together 
plentiful /'plentiful/ adj in large quanti¬ 
ties. Synonym abundant. Antonym scarce 
(D plenty /'plenti/ noun a large quantity o 
You’ve got plenty of time to catch the train. O 
Plenty of people complain about the bus ser¬ 
vice. O Have you got enough bread? — Yes, 
we’ve got plenty. (NOTE: no plural) 
plethora /'pleBoro/ noun □ a plethora of 
too many ( formal) O There has been a pleth¬ 
ora of books about the ‘Titanic ’following the 
success of the film. 

pleurisy /'pl3:risi/ noun a serious medical 
condition which affects the lungs, often 
caused by pneumonia 

pliers /'plaioz/ plural noun □ pair of pliers 
a tool shaped like scissors for squeezing, 
pulling or cutting wire O I need a pair of pli¬ 
ers to pull out these rusty nails. 

® plight /plait/ noun a bad situation or con¬ 
dition (dated) o You must pity the plight of 
the people made homeless by the war. ■ verb 
to promise something (dated) □ to plight 
your troth to make a serious promise to love 
and support the person you are going to 
marry 

plimsolls /'plimsolz/ plural noun light 
shoes with thin rubber bottoms, worn when 
doing sports such as gymnastics 
plinth /plin0/ noun a stand which supports 
an object such as a statue. Synonym 
pedestal 

plod /plod/ verb 1. to walk slowly and with 
heavy steps O The camels plodded across the 
desert. O He plodded round the department 
stores but didn’t find anything he wanted. 2. 
to work steadily O The police plodded slowly 
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through a list of people who had to be inter¬ 
viewed. (NOTE: plodding - plodded) 

plonk /plorjk/ noun cheap wine (informal) 
OI bought a bottle of Spanish plonk from the 
supermarket. ■ verb to put something down 
in a careless way O The waiter just plonked 
the plates down in front of us and went off. O 
A big fat man plonked himself down in the 
seat next to me and went to sleep. 
plop /plop/ noun the noise made by some¬ 
thing falling into water O There was a little 
plop as the frog jumped into the lake. ■ verb 

1. to make a noise like a stone falling into 
water 2. to sit down heavily; to put some¬ 
thing down O She plopped herself down on 
the settee. O He plopped the letter into the 
pillarbox. (NOTE: plopped) 

plot /plot/ noun 1. a small area of land, e.g. 
used for building or for growing vegetables o 
They own a plot of land next to the river. O 
The plot isn’t big enough to build a house on. 

2. the basic story of a book, play or film O 
The novel has a complicated plot. O I won’t 
tell you the plot of the film so as not to spoil it 
for you. 3. a secret and evil plan O They 
hatched a plot to hold up the security van. ■ 
verb 1. to mark something on a map o We 
plotted a course to take us to the island. 2. to 
draw a graph O They plotted the rise in house 
prices on a graph. 3. to draw up a secret and 
evil plan O They plotted to assassinate the 
Prime Minister. (NOTE: plotting - plotted) 
plotter /'ploto/ noun a person who makes 
secret and evil plans. Synonym schemer 
plough /plau/ noun a farm machine for 
turning over soil O The plough is pulled by a 
tractor. ■ verb 1. to turn over the soil o 
Some farmers still use horses to plough the 
fields. 2. to work slowly O He was there until 
midnight, ploughing through all the paper¬ 
work. (NOTE: [all verb senses] The US spell¬ 
ing is plow.) 

ploughman’s lunch noun a meal of 

bread, cheese and pickles 

plough on /'plau 'on/ verb to continue 

with something difficult (informal) 

plow /plau/ noun, verb US spelling of 

plough 

ploy /ploi/ noun a clever trick 
(D pluck /pLvk/ noun courage (dated) o It 
took a lot of pluck to leave home and go to 
Australia. Synonym courage. Antonym 
cowardice ■ verb 1. to pull out feathers 
from a bird O to pluck a chicken O Ask the 
butcher to pluck the pheasants for you. 2. to 
pick something such as flowers O She 
plucked an apple from the tree. 3. to pull and 
release the strings of a guitar or other musical 
instrument, to make a sound O He was idly 
plucking the strings of his guitar. 4. □ to 
pluck up courage to get ready to face a dan- 
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ger O He finally plucked up courage and 
asked to see the boss. 

plucky /'plAki/ adj brave. Synonym brave. 
Antonym cowardly (NOTE: pluckier - 
pluckiest) 

d> plug /plAg/ noun 1. a flat rubber disc 
which covers the hole for dirty water in a 
bath or sink O Can you call reception and tell 
them there’s no plug in the bath? O She 
pulled out the plug and let the dirty water 
drain away. 2. a device with pins which go 
into an electric socket, and which allows the 
electric current to pass through O The vac¬ 
uum cleaner is supplied with a plug. 3. □ 
(sparking) plug (in a car) a device which 
passes the electric spark through the petrol 
vapour O If the plugs are dirty, the engine 
won’t start. O The garage put in a new set of 
sparking plugs. 4. a piece of publicity □ to 
give a plug to a new product to publicise a 
new product O During the radio interview, 
she got in a plug for her new film. ■ verb 1. 
to block up a hole O We plugged the leak in 
the bathroom. O He plugged his ears with 
cotton wool because he couldn’t stand the 
noise. 2. to publicise something O They ran 
six commercials plugging holidays in Spain. 
O They paid the radio station to plug their 
new album. (NOTE: plugging - plugged) 
plug away at /,pLvg o'wei aet/ verb to 
work hard doing something 
plughole /'plAghoul/ noun a hole in a bath 
or washbasin through which the dirty water 
runs away 

(D plug in /,plAg 'in/ verb to push an elec¬ 
tric plug into a socket and so attach a device 
to the electricity supply. Antonym unplug 
d> plum /plAm/ noun 1. a gold, red or purple 
fruit with a smooth skin and a large stone O 
She bought a pound of plums to make a pie. 
2. □ to have a plum job to have an important 
well-paid job ( informal) o He’s landed a 
plum job with the BBC. 
plumage /'plu:mid 3 / noun feathers on a 
bird (NOTE: no plural) 

plumb /plAm/ verb 1. to measure the depth 
of water by using a plumb line O to plumb the 
ocean’s depths □ to plumb the depths of 
something to reach the lowest point o Her 
mood changes all the time, plumbing the 
depths of despair one minute and wildly opti¬ 
mistic the next. 2. to try to understand some¬ 
thing fully O Scientists are still trying to 
plumb the mysteries of the beginning of the 
universe. 3. □ to plumb something (in) to 
attach something to the water pipes in a 
building O I can’t wash any clothes because 
the washing machine still hasn’t been 
plumbed in. ■ adv exactly in a position O He 
hit the target plumb in the middle. 
plumber /'plAmo/ noun a person who in¬ 
stalls or mends water pipes, radiators, etc. 


plus 

plumbing /'plAmig/ noun a system of wa¬ 
ter pipes in a house 

plumb line /'plAm lain / noun a string with 
a lead weight attached to see how deep water 
is, or if something is straight 
plume /pluim/ noun 1 . a long feather, espe¬ 
cially one worn in a hat O a hat with ostrich 
plumes 2. a long cloud of smoke from a fac¬ 
tory chimney or volcano O A plume of smoke 
rose from the burning oil depot. 
plummet /'plAimt/ verb to fall sharply 
plump /plAmp/ adj 1. (of a person) with an 
attractively fat or rounded body or body part 
O He’s easy to spot, he’s a short fair-haired 
boy with a plump red face. O Is she pregnant 
or is she just plumper than she was? (NOTE: 
plumper - plumpest) 2. full and round, not 
flat or wrinkled O plump fruit O a plump 
cushion ■ verb 1. □ to plump up cushions 
to shake squashed cushions until they are fat 
again 2. to drop yourself down heavily O He 
plumped himself down on the sofa. 
plunder /'plAndo/ noun booty, goods sto¬ 
len, especially in wartime O The pirates re¬ 
turned from the voyage laden with plunder. 
(NOTE: no plural) ■ verb 1. to steal goods by 
force, especially in wartime O Many of the 
exhibits in the museum were plundered from 
foreign palaces and churches. 2. to take or 
use something that belongs to someone else 
for your own benefit O Half the ideas in his 
book were plundered from a book that came 
out in 1978. 

plunge /plAnd3/ noun □ to take the 
plunge to decide suddenly to do something O 
I’ve decided to take the plunge and buy a sat¬ 
ellite dish. ■ verb 1 . to throw yourself into 
water O He plunged into the river to rescue 
the little boy. 2. to fall sharply O Share prices 
plunged on the news of the devaluation. 
plunger /'plAnd39/ noun 1. a device which 
goes up and down in a cylinder O He pressed 
the plunger to set off the explosion. 2. a han¬ 
dle with a soft rubber cup at the end, used for 
clearing blocked pipes by suction O He tried 
to unblock the drain with a plunger. 
pluperfect /plu:'p3:fekt/ noun same as 
past perfect 

plural /'pluorol/ adj, noun (in grammar) 
(which is) the form of a word showing that 
there is more than one O Does ‘government ’ 
take a singular or plural verb? O What’s the 
plural of ‘mouse ’? O The verb should be in 
the plural after ‘programs ’. 
plurality /pluo'rseliti/ noun 1. US a larger 
number of votes than that received by any 
other candidate in an election O He received 
a plurality of the votes cast. 2. more than one 
of something O We are aiming to contact a 
plurality of social groups. 

® plus /plAs/ prep 1. added to o His salary 
plus commission comes to more than 
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£25,000. (NOTE: In calculations plus is usu¬ 
ally shown by the sign + :10 + 4 = 14: say 
‘ten plus four equals fourteen’.) 2. more than 
□ houses valued at £200,000 plus houses 
valued at over £200,000 ■ adj favourable, 
good and profitable O Being able to drive is 
certainly a plus factor. □ on the plus side as 
a favourable point O The weather wasn ’t very 
good, but on the plus side, it didn’t actually 
rain. ■ noun a favourable sign, a good or fa¬ 
vourable point O It’s a definite plus that the 
hotel has room service. 
plush /pUJ/ noun a soft cloth for furnish¬ 
ings, with a pile like velvet O curtains made 
of red plush ■ adj luxurious ( informal ) o The 
car’s got a very plush interior. O They al¬ 
ways stay at the plushest hotel they can find. 
Synonym lush (NOTE: plusher - plushest) 
plus sign /'pLvs sain/ noun a sign (+) 
meaning more than 

plutonium /plui'touniom/ noun a radioac¬ 
tive element, also used to produce nuclear 
power 

ply /plai/ noun 1. one thickness of wood in 
plywood O The table top is made of four-ply 
wood. 2. a strand of wool made up of a cer¬ 
tain number of threads O three-ply wool ■ 
verb 1 . to go backwards and forwards o The 
little ferty plies between Birkenhead and Liv¬ 
erpool. 2. □ to ply someone with something 
to keep giving someone something to eat, 
drink, etc. O They plied the boys with drink 
and cigarettes, and then started asking them 
questions. 

plywood /'plaiwud/ noun a sheet of wood 
made of several thin layers of wood stuck to¬ 
gether (NOTE: no plural) 

PM abbr prime minister, post mortem 
<D p.m. /'pi: 'em/ adv 'm the afternoon, after 
midday O The exhibition is open from 10 
a.m. to 5.30 p.m. O If you phone New York 
after 6 p.m. the calls are at a cheaper rate. 
(NOTE: The US spelling is P.M.) 

PMS abbr premenstrual syndrome 
PMT abbr premenstrual tension 
pneumatic /njui'msetik/ adj driven by 
compressed air 

pneumatic drill /nju:,maetik 'dril/ noun 
a machine driven by compressed air, used for 
making holes, e.g. in cement or in road 
surfaces 

pneumonia /njui'mounio/ noun an illness 
caused by inflammation of a lung, where the 
lung becomes filled with fluid 
(S> PO abbr post office 
poach /poutJY verb 1. to cook food, e.g. 
eggs without their shells, or fish, in gently 
boiling water O Would you like your eggs 
boiled or poached? O They served lightly 
poached salmon as a first course. 2. to catch 
game, i.e. animals, birds or fish, illegally on 


podgy 

someone else’s land o The gamekeeper 
suspected that someone was poaching his 
rabbits. 3. to persuade an employee to leave 
his or her job and work for another employer 
O They poached our best salesman. 

poacher /'poutJo/ noun a person who 
catches game illegally. Synonym thief 
PO Box number /,pi: 'ou boks ,nAmbo/ 
noun a reference number given for delivering 
mail to a post office, so as not to give the ac¬ 
tual address of the person who will receive it 
<D pocket /'pokit/ noun 1. one of several 
little bags sewn into the inside of a piece of 
clothing such as a coat, in which you can 
keep things, e.g. money, handkerchief or 
keys O She looked in all her pockets but 
couldn’t find her keys. O He was leaning 
against a fence with his hands in his pockets. 
2. □ to be £25 in pocket to have made a 
profit of £25 O When we counted the takings 
we found we were over £100 in pocket. □ to 
be out of pocket having lost money which 
you paid personally O If you are out ofpocket 
you can always get some cash from the ac¬ 
counts department. O Nobody paid my ex¬ 
penses, so I was £100 out of pocket at the end 
of the day. □ to be £25 out of pocket to have 
lost £25 O The lunch left him £25 out of 
pocket. 3. a hole with a small bag at each cor¬ 
ner and side of a billiard table O The black 
ball stopped at the edge of the pocket. 4. a 
small patch or small group in a certain place 
O The country has been taken over, but there 
are still pockets of resistance in some moun¬ 
tain areas. ■ verb to put something in your 
pocket, to keep something O At the end of the 
jumble sale, she pocketed all the money. 
pocketbook /'pokitbuk/ noun a small 
bag which a woman carries to hold things, 
e.g. money, pens and handkerchief O My 
pocketbook was stolen and I’m left without 
any money. (NOTE: The British term is hand- 
bag.) 

pocket calculator /.pDkit 'kadkjuleita/ 
noun a small calculator which you can put in 
your pocket 

pocketful /'pDkitful/ noun an amount con¬ 
tained in a pocket 

<D pocket money /'pDkit ,mAni/ noun 
money which parents give to their children 
each week 

pockmarked /'pokmaikt/ adj covered 
with round scars. Synonym pitted 
pod /pod/ noun 1. a long green tube in 
which peas or beans grow O Mangetout peas 
are eaten in their pods. 2. a glass cabin with 
seats for travellers O We all got into a pod on 
the London Eye. 

podgy /'pDd 3 i/ adj quite fat (NOTE: 

podgier - podgiest) 
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podiatrist /pou'daiotrist/ noun a person 
who looks after people’s feet and treats dis¬ 
eases of the feet 

podium /'poudiom/ noun a small raised 
platform, e.g. for winning sportsmen or or¬ 
chestral conductors, to stand on. Synonym 

dais 

(D poem /'pouim/ noun a piece of writing, 
with words carefully chosen to sound attrac¬ 
tive and convey themes and emotions, set out 
in lines usually of a regular length which 
sometimes end in words which rhyme O He 
wrote a long poem about an old sailor. O The 
poem about the First World War was set to 
music by Britten. Antonym prose 
d> poet /'pouit/ noun a person who writes 
poems. Synonym writer 
poetically /pou'etikli/ adv in a poetic way 
(D poetry /'pouitri/ noun poems taken as a 
type of literature O Reading poetry makes me 
cry. O This is a good example of German po¬ 
etry. Antonym prose (NOTE: no plural) 
poignancy /'poinjonsi/ noun sadness, 
conveying a feeling of deep emotion. Syn¬ 
onym pathos 

poignant /'poinjont/ adj making you sad 
poignantly /'poinjontli/ adv sadly, in a 
way which makes you sad 
3) point /point/ noun 1. a sharp end of 
something long O The point of my pencil has 
broken. O The stick has a very sharp point. 2. 
a particular place O The path led us for miles 
through the woods and in the end we came 
back to the point where we started from. O 
We had reached a point 2,000 m above sea 
level. 3. a particular moment in time O From 
that point on, things began to change. O At 
what point did you decide to resign? □ at 
that point at that moment O All the lights 
went off at that point. □ at this point in time 
at this particular moment O At this point in 
time, it is not possible for me to answer re¬ 
porters ’ questions. □ on the point of doing 
something just about to do something o / 
was on the point of phoning you. 4. a mean¬ 
ing or reason O There’s no point in asking 
them to pay - they haven’t any money. O The 
main point of the meeting is to see how we 
can continue to run the centre without a 
grant. O What’s the point of doing the same 
thing all over again? □ I see your point I see 
what you mean O I see your point, but there 
are other factors to be considered. O I can’t 
see the point of doing that. 5. a score in a 
game O Their team scored three points. O In 
rugby, a try counts as five points. 6. a tem¬ 
perature O What’s the boiling point of water? 
■ verb 1. to aim a gun or your finger at 
something O The teacher is pointing at you. 
O It’s rude to point at people. O Don’t point 
that gun at me - it might go off. O The guide 
pointed to the map to show where we were. 2. 


poisoning 

to put mortar between bricks in a completed 
wall, so as to make the surface smooth O Af¬ 
ter the wall was built they pointed it with 
grey mortar. 

point-blank /.point 'blaerjk/ adj □ at 
point-blank range at very close range O He 
was shot at point-blank range. ■ adv sharply, 
directly and rudely O I told him point-blank 
that his work was no good. 

(D pointed /'pointid/ adj 1. sharpened to a 
sharp point O a pointed stick 2. sharp and 
critical O He made some very pointed re¬ 
marks about the waitress. 
pointedly /'point idli/ adv in a pointed way 
pointer /'points/ noun 1. something which 
points O The pointer moved quickly around 
the dial. O He used a pointer to show us our 
positions on the wall map. 2. a piece of ad¬ 
vice or information O She asked her teacher 
for some pointers to help her with her pro¬ 
ject. 3. a dog which is trained to point out 
game with its nose O The pointer suddenly 
stopped, staring at a clump of bushes. 
pointless /'pointlos/ adj with no sense. 
Synonym useless. Antonym useful 
(D point of view /.point ov 'vju:/ noun a 
particular way of thinking about something. 
Synonym opinion 

(D point out /.point 'aut/ verb 1. to show 
something O The tour guide will point out the 
main things to see in the town. O The report 
points out the mistakes made by the agency 
over the last few years. 2. to give a point of 
view O She pointed out that the children in 
her class were better behaved than in previ¬ 
ous years. 

points /points/ plural noun movable rails 
which allow trains to cross from one line to 
another 

point up /.point 'Ap/ verb to make some¬ 
thing seem very obvious. Synonym 

emphasise 

poise /poiz/ noun balance, a graceful way 
of holding your head or of standing upright O 
She has the grace and poise of a ballet 
dancer. ■ verb □ to be poised to do some¬ 
thing to be ready to do something O The 
army is poised to capture the city. O The tiger 
was poised to spring on the antelope. 

(D poison /'poiz(o)n/ noun a substance 
which kills or makes you ill if it is swallowed 
or if it gets into the blood O There’s enough 
poison in this bottle to kill the whole town. O 
Don’t drink that - it ’s poison. ■ verb 1. to 
kill someone with poison O She was accused 
of poisoning her husband. 2. to put poison in 
something O He didn’t know the wine was 
poisoned. O Chemicals from the factory are 
poisoning the river. 

® poisoning /'poiz(o)nir)/ noun 1. the act 
of taking poison into your system 2. the act 
of using poison to kill or harm people O He 
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was accused of the poisoning of several old 
ladies. 

(D poisonous /'pDiz(9)n3s/ adj which can 
kill or harm people or animals with poison 
(D poke /pouk/ noun a jab with something 
sharp O He got a poke in the eye in the street 
from someone’s umbrella. Synonym stab ■ 
verb 1. to push a person or an animal with 
your finger or with a stick O He poked the pig 
with his stick. 2. □ to poke fun at someone 
or something to laugh at someone or some¬ 
thing O He poked fun at the maths teacher. O 
She poked fun at his odd hat. 
poker /'pouko/ noun 1. a long metal rod for 
stirring up a fire O She stirred the dying fire 
with the poker. 2. a card game in which the 
players gamble on the cards in their hands, at 
the same time trying to hide their position 
from the other players O They played poker 
until 3 o ’clock in the morning. O He won £25 
at poker. 

poker-faced /'pouko ,feist/ adj not show¬ 
ing any feeling. Antonym expressive 
poky /'pouki/ adj cramped or small o They 
have a poky little flat in the centre ofLondon. 
(3) polar /'poulo/ adj referring to the North 
Pole or the South Pole 

polar bear /.poulo 'beo/ noun a big white 
bear which lives in the snow near the North 
Pole 

polarisation /.poutarai'zeiJXojn/, polar¬ 
ization noun 1 . an attraction around two op¬ 
posite poles 2. a division into groups 
polarise /'poutaraiz/, polarize verb to di¬ 
vide people into two opposite groups. Syn¬ 
onym diverge. Antonym unite 
Polaroid /'pouloroid/ trademark a camera 
which produces photographs instantly 
(J) pole /poul/ noun 1. a long wooden or 
metal rod 2. one of the two opposing ends of 
a magnet □ they are poles apart they are 
very different, they will never come to an 
agreement 3. one of the points at each end of 
the Earth’s axis 

( 1 ) Pole /poul/ noun a person from Poland o 
Pope John Paul II is a Pole. 
polemic /po'lemik/ noun 1. a fierce writ¬ 
ten or spoken attack 2. a style of making 
fierce attacks O His very effective use of po¬ 
lemic in his speeches. 

polemical /po'lemik(3)l/ adj controversial, 
likely to start an argument ( formal) 

<S> pole position /.poul p3'zif(a)n/ noun 
the position of the first car at the start of a 
race. Antonym rear 

pole Star /'poul sta:/ noun a star which ap¬ 
pears to be over the North Pole (literary) 
pole vault /'poul volt/ noun a sport where 
you have to jump over a high bar with the 
help of a long pole 


polish 

(D police /po'liis/ noun an organisation 
which controls traffic, tries to stop crime and 
tries to catch criminals O The police are look¬ 
ing for the driver of the car. O The police 
emergency number is 999. O Call the police - 
I’ve just seen someone drive off in my car. ■ 
verb to make sure that rules or laws are 
obeyed O We need more constables to police 
the area. O The problem is how to police the 
UN resolutions. 

<D police constable /po'liis ,kAnst3b(3)l/ 
noun an ordinary member of the police 
(NOTE: also used as a title before a name: 
Police Constable John Smith ; usually short¬ 
ened to PC or WPC for women police con¬ 
stables: PC John Smith) 
police force /po'liis fo:s/ noun the group 
of police in a certain area 
policeman /po'liismon/ noun a man who 
is an ordinary member of the police (NOTE: 
The plural is policemen.) 

<D police officer /po'liis .Dfiso/ noun a 
member of the police force 
police State /po'liis steit/ noun a country 
whose government controls the freedom of 
the people through the police 
<D police station /po'liis ,steij(3)n/ noun 
a building with the offices of a particular lo¬ 
cal police force 

policewoman /po'liiswumon/ noun a 
woman who is an ordinary member of the po¬ 
lice (NOTE: The plural is policewomen.) 

(D policy /'polisi/ noun 1. decisions on the 
general way of doing something O govern¬ 
ment policy on wages or government wages 
policy O It is not our policy to give details of 
employees over the phone. O People voted 
Labour because they liked their policies. 2. □ 
a comprehensive or an all-in policy an in¬ 
surance which covers all risks □ to take out 
a policy to sign the contract for an insurance 
and start paying the premiums O She took out 
a house insurance policy. 
policy-making /'polisimeikip/ noun the 
process of deciding what the policies of a 
party or government should be O The com¬ 
mittee reports to the Cabinet, but plays no 
part in actual policy-making. ■ adj which 
makes policy decisions O a policy-making 
committee 

polio /'pouliou/ noun o She caught polio 
when she was ten years old. 
poliomyelitis /.pouliou.maio'laitis/ noun 
full form of polio 

<D polish /'polij/ noun 1. a substance used 
to make things shiny O Wash the car thor¬ 
oughly before you put the polish on. □ floor 
polish wax used to make wooden floors 
shiny □ furniture polish wax used to make 
furniture shiny 2. a shiny surface O Look at 
the polish on this table. 3. the action of rub¬ 
bing something to make it shiny O Give the 


643 


Polish 


644 


table a polish before our friends arrive. 
(NOTE: The plural is polishes.) ■ verb to 
rub something to make it shiny O He pol¬ 
ished his shoes until they shone. 

(2) Polish /'pouliJV adj referring to Poland o 
The Polish Army joined in the manoeuvres. ■ 
noun the language spoken in Poland o I 
know three words of Polish. O You will need 
an English-Polish phrasebook if you ’re visit¬ 
ing Warsaw. 

polished /'poli/t/ adj 1. shiny O Be care¬ 
ful, that polished floor is very slippery. 2. 
made perfect by practice O He gave a pol¬ 
ished performance as Hamlet. 3. very polite, 
with sophisticated manners O She’s a very 
polished young lady, who has obviously been 
taught how to speak in public. 

(D polish off /.polij’ 'of/ verb 1. to finish 
off a job quickly O He polished off his essay 
in half an hour. 2. to eat a meal quickly O 
They polished off the scrambled eggs and 
then asked for baked beans. 

(D polish up /.polij 'Ap/ verb to improve a 
skill 

(D polite /po'lait/ adj respectful, not rude o 
Sales staff should be polite to customers. 
(NOTE: politer - politest) 
politely /po'laitli/ adv in a respectful way 
politeness /po'laitnos/ noun good man¬ 
ners. Antonym rudeness 
(2) political /ps'litik(s)l/ adj referring to 
government or to party politics O I don’t 
want to get involved in a political argument. 
O She gave up her political career when she 
had the children. 

political asylum /p3,litik(9)l o'saibm/ 
noun the right to stay in another country and 
be protected by its government because for 
political reasons it would be dangerous for 
you to return to your own country 
political correctness /p3,litik(3)l ko- 
'rektnos/ noun acting in an exaggerated way 
to avoid giving offence for racial, sexist or 
other reasons 

politically correct /po'litikli ko'rekt/ 
adj done in an exaggerated way to avoid giv¬ 
ing offence for racial, sexist or other reasons. 
Abbr PC 

political party /po'litik(9)l ,pa:ti/ noun 
an organised group of people who have the 
same beliefs about how a country should be 
governed. Compare party political 
political patronage /p3,litik(3)l 
'paetr9md3/ noun the right to give govern¬ 
ment posts or honours to people who have 
supported you 

political prisoner /p3,litik(s)l 
'priz(o)n9/ noun a person kept in prison be¬ 
cause he or she is an opponent of the political 
party in power 


pollster 

political science /p9,litik(3)l 'saions/ 
noun the study of governments and their use 
of political power 

political scientist /p9,litik(3)l 'saiontist/ 
noun a person who studies political science 
political suicide /p3,litik(3)l 'sunsaid/ 
noun an action which ends your political 
career 

@ politician /.pDli'tiJXojn/ noun a person 
who works in politics, especially a Member 
of Parliament O Politicians from all parties 
have welcomed the report. 

® politics /'politiks/ plural noun the ideas 
and methods used in governing a country, t 
party politics ■ noun the study of how 
countries are governed O He studied politics 
and economics at university. 
polka /'pDlko/ noun a type of lively dance 
(D poll /poul/ noun 1. a vote or the act of 
voting O We are still waiting for the results 
of yesterday’s poll. O A poll offactory work¬ 
ers showed that more than 50% supported 
the union’s demands. 2. the number of votes 
cast in an election O The poll was lower than 
usual - only 35% of the voters bothered to 
vote. 3. □ to go to the polls to vote in an 
election O The people of France go to the 
polls next Sunday to elect a new president. ■ 
verb 1 . to get a certain number of votes in an 
election O She polled more than ten thousand 
votes. 2. □ to poll a sample of the popula¬ 
tion to ask a sample group of people what 
they feel about something 
pollen /'polon/ noun a yellow powder on 
the stamens of a flower which touches part of 
a female flower and so creates seeds 
pollen count /'polon kaunt/ noun a num¬ 
ber showing the amount of pollen in the air, 
which can cause hay fever 
pollinate /'polineit/ verb to fertilise a plant 
with pollen. Synonym fertilise 
pollination /.poli'neiJXojn/ noun the act 
of fertilising a plant with pollen. Synonym 
fertilisation 

polling /'poulir)/ noun the act of voting in 
an election 

polling booth /'poulig bu:d/ noun a small 
enclosed space in a polling station, where the 
voter goes to mark his or her ballot paper in 
private 

polling day /'poulig dei/ noun a day when 
an election is held 

polling station /'poulir) ,steij(9)n/ noun 
a place where you vote in an election, usually 
in a public building such as a library or 
school 

polls /poulz/ plural noun places where peo¬ 
ple vote in an election 

pollster /'poulsto/ noun an expert in under¬ 
standing what polls mean 


pollutant 

pollutant /po'lu:t(o)nt/ noun a substance 
which pollutes 

<S> pollute /po'lurt/ verb to make the envi¬ 
ronment dirty by discharging harmful sub¬ 
stances into it 

polluted /po'lurtid/ adj made dirty 
(D pollution /p9'lu:J(o)n/ noun 1. the ac¬ 
tion of making the environment dirty O Pol¬ 
lution of the atmosphere has increased over 
the last 50 years. 2. dirty or harmful materi¬ 
als that are put into the environment O It took 
six months to clean up the oil pollution on the 
beaches. O The pollution in the centre of 
town is so bad that people have started wear¬ 
ing face masks. 

polo /'poulou/ noun a ball game in which 
two teams ride on ponies, trying to hit a small 
hard ball with clubs like long hammers O 
There’s a polo match in the park this after¬ 
noon. O He plays polo every Saturday. 
polo shirt /'poulou J3it/ noun a shirt with 
short sleeves, a collar and three or four but¬ 
tons at the neck 
poly- /'poli/ prefix several 
polyester /.pDli'esto/ noun a type of syn¬ 
thetic fibre used especially to make clothing 
polygamous /po'ligomos/ adj referring to 
polygamy □ a polygamous society a social 
group in which the men are allowed to have 
more than one wife at a time 
polygamy /po'ligomi/ noun the custom of 
having several wives at the same time 
polyglot /'poliglot/ adj speaking or writing 
several languages ( formal) o Our polyglot 
guide had to translate everything into three 
or four languages. ■ noun a person who 
speaks several languages O It’s useful to have 
a polyglot on the staff. 

polygon /'poligon/ noun a geometrical fig¬ 
ure with more than three sides 
polygonal /po'ligonl/ adj with several 
sides 

polymer /'polimo/ noun a natural or artifi¬ 
cial chemical compound whose large mole¬ 
cules are made of smaller molecules 
combined in repeated groups 
polystyrene /.polfstairnn/ noun a light 
plastic used as a heat insulator or as packing 
material 

polysyllabic /.pDlisi'laebik/ adj with sev¬ 
eral syllables 

polysyllable /'pDlisilob(3)l/ noun a word 
with several syllables. Antonym mono¬ 
syllable 

polytechnic /.poli'tekmk/ noun an edu¬ 
cational establishment for school-leavers, 
giving degrees, especially in technical sub¬ 
jects, now replaced in Britain by universities 
polythene /'poliBiin/ noun a type of 
strong transparent plastic used in thin sheets 


pool 

polyunsaturated /.poliAn'saetJoreitid/ 
adj 1. which is capable of absorbing more 
hydrogen 2 . (of fat) which is less likely to be 
converted into cholesterol in the body o Veg¬ 
etable oils and fish oils are polyunsaturated. 
polyurethane /.pDli'juoriBein/ noun a 
type of plastic used in paints 
Pom /'pom/ noun an English person ( Aus¬ 
tralian slang) □ whingeing Poms English 
people who go to live in Australia and then 
complain about life there 
pomegranate /'pomigraenit/ noun a trop¬ 
ical fruit with many black seeds covered in 
juicy red flesh 

pomp /pomp/ noun a splendid ceremony. 
Antonym understatement (NOTE: no 
plural) 

pomposity /pDm'positi/ noun the fact of 
being pompous 

pompous /'pDmpos/ adj using very digni¬ 
fied language to make yourself sound more 
important ( disapproving) 

(D pond /pond/ noun a small lake. Synonym 

pool 

ponder /'ponds/ verb to think deeply about 
something 

ponderous /'pond(s)rss/ adj 1. very 
heavy and slow-moving O She walked with 
ponderous steps across the stage. O He imi¬ 
tated the ponderous way of walking of a Jap¬ 
anese wrestler. 2. (of a style) heavy and dull 
O The piece is supposed to be brisk and 
light-hearted and this CD makes it sound 
ponderous and slow. 

pong /pop/ (informal) noun an unpleasant 
smell O What’s that terrible pong in here? 
Synonym stink ■ verb to make an unpleas¬ 
ant smell O This cheese doesn’t half pong! 
pontificate /pon'tifi.keit/ verb to give 
your opinion on something in a way which 
suggests that you believe your opinion is the 
only right one (formal) 
pony /'psuni/ noun a small horse (NOTE: 
The plural is ponies.) 

ponytail /'pouniteil/ noun a hairstyle 
where your hair is tied at the back and falls 
loosely 

poo /pu:/ noun faeces, solid waste matter 
passed from the body ( informal ; children’s 
slang) 

poodle /'pu:d(o)l/ noun a type of 
curly-haired dog, with its fur usually cut in a 
curious way 

pooh-pooh /pu: 'pu:/ verb to ridicule 
something. Antonym praise 
® pool /pu:l/ noun 1. a small lake o He 
dived in and swam across the mountain pool. 
O We looked for shrimps in the rock pools. 2. 
a large bath of water for swimming in O an 
outdoor pool O a heated pool O We have a 
little swimming pool in the garden. O He 
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swam two lengths of the pool. 3. an area of 
water or other liquid O She stared at the pool 
of blood on the floor. 4. a group in which 
people share facilities o We belong to a pool 
of people who baby-sit for one another. 5. a 
supply of something ready to be used O We 
can draw on a pool of unemployed talent. 6. 
a game rather like snooker, where you hit 
balls into pockets using a long stick called a 
‘cue’ O We were playing pool in the bar. ■ 
verb □ to pool resources to group resources 
together O The only way we can afford it will 
be to pool our resources. 

(D poor /po:/ adj 1. with little or no money o 
The family is very poor now that both parents 
have no work. O This is one of the poorest 
countries in Africa. 2. □ poor in something 
with very little of something O The soil in my 
garden is very poor in nutrients. 3. not very 
good O Vines can grow even in poor soil. O 
They were selling off poor quality vegetables 
at a cheap price. O She’s been in poor health 
for some months. 4. showing you are sorry O 
Poor old you! - Having to stay at home and 
finish your homework while we go to the pic¬ 
tures. O My poor legs, after climbing up the 
mountain! (NOTE: poorer - poorest) 
poorly /'poili/ adv in quite a bad way o The 
offices are poorly laid out. O The job is very 
poorly paid. □ poorly paid staff staff with 
low wages ■ adj ill ( informal) o She felt 
quite poorly and had to go home. O He was 
very poorly on Monday, but by the end of the 
week he was a little better. Synonym ill 
@ pop /pop/ noun 1. a noise like a cork 
coming out of a bottle O There was a pop as 
she lit the gas. □ to go pop to make a noise 
like a cork coming out of a bottle O The car 
engine went pop and we stopped suddenly. O 
The balloon landed on the candles and went 
pop. 2. a fizzy drink O a bottle of pop 3. US a 
name for a father O I ’ll ask my Pop if we can 
borrow his ladder. ■ verb 1. to make a noise 
like ‘pop’ O Champagne corks were popping 
as the result was announced. 2. to go some¬ 
where quickly O I’ll just pop down to the 
town. O He popped into the chemist’s. O I’m 
just popping round to Jane’s. O I’d only 
popped out for a moment. 3. to put something 
somewhere quickly O Pop the pie in the mi¬ 
crowave for three minutes. (NOTE: popping 
- popped) 

popcorn /'pDpkoin/ noun the seed of a 
type of maize plant which is heated until it 
bursts and is eaten as a snack 
Pope /poup/ noun the head of the Roman 
Catholic Church 

pop group /'pop gruip/ noun a group of 
singers and musicians who play pop songs 
poplar /'poplo/ noun a common tall and 
slender tree 


populous 

poplin /'poplin/ noun a strong cotton cloth 
used for making shirts 

(D pop music /'pop .mjuizik/ noun mod¬ 
em popular music 

poppadom /'pDpodDm/ noun a thin round 
crisp Indian pancake, fried or grilled 
@ popper /'pDpo/ noun a little metal fas¬ 
tener for clothes, in two parts which you 
press to attach together (NOTE: The US term 
is snap.) 

poppy /'popi/ noun a common red wild 
flower which often grows in fields (NOTE: 
The plural is poppies.) 
populace /'popjulos/ noun □ the popu¬ 
lace the ordinary people ( formal) o The rest 
of the populace envied the privileges of the 
rich. 

(J) popular /'pDpjulo/ adj 1. liked by a lot 
of people O The department store is popular 
with young mothers. O The South Coast is the 
most popular area for holidays. 2. referring 
to the mass of ordinary people O He was 
elected by popular vote. O It is a popular be¬ 
lief that it is unlucky to walk under a ladder. 
popularise /'popjuloraiz/, popularize 
verb to make something understood or liked 
by a lot of people 

popularity /.popju'laeriti/ noun the fact of 
being liked by a lot of people. Synonym ad¬ 
miration. Antonym infamy 
popularly /'popjuloli/ adv 1. by most peo¬ 
ple O She was popularly supposed to possess 
magic powers. 2. by the ordinary people O 
The plant popularly known as ‘old man’s 
beard ’ is in fact wild clematis. 
populate /'popjuleit/ verb 1. to go and 
live in an area O Settlers moved away from 
the coast and began to populate the interior. 
O The area is populated by peasant farmers. 
2. to put people to live in an area O The king 
decided to populate the colony with retired 
soldiers. 

populated /'popjuleit id/ adj with a partic¬ 
ular level of population 
(I) population ^popju'leiJXojn/ noun the 
number of people who live in a place O The 
population of the country is 60 million. O 
Paris has a population of over three million. 
populist /'popjulist/ adj believing that or¬ 
dinary people should have more say in gov¬ 
ernment O The movement was led by a young 
populist politician. O It was a rousing popu¬ 
list speech. Synonym mainstream. Ant¬ 
onym elitist ■ noun a person who believes 
that ordinary people should have more say in 
government O The populists in the party sup¬ 
ported the lowering of the voting age. 
populous /'popjubs/ adj densely popu¬ 
lated. Synonym crowded. Antonym 
desolate 
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pop-up /'pop Ap/ adj (of a book) with 
cut-out pictures that stand up when the book 
is opened O a children’s pop-up book 
pop-up menu /,pop Ap 'menju:/ noun a 
list of possible actions shown on a computer 
screen when you press a key 
porcelain /'po:s(3)lin/ noun fine china 
porch /poitj7 noun 1. a sheltered area 
joined onto a doorway O You weren’t in 
when I called, so I left the parcel in the 
porch. 2. US a balcony at ground level 
around a house O They like to sit out on the 
porch on summer evenings. (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is porches.) 

porcupine /'poikjupain/ noun an Ameri¬ 
can rodent with long sharp spikes covering 
its body 

pore /po:/ noun a tiny hole in the skin or in 
a leaf, through which moisture such as sweat 
passes O I was sweating from every pore as I 
waited for the results of the test. O Water 
evaporates from the pores of the leaves. ■ 
verb □ to pore over something to look very 
closely at something such as a book o He 
spent days in the library poring over old 
documents. 

pork /po:k/ noun fresh meat from a pig, 
eaten cooked (NOTE: no plural. Note also 
that salted or smoked meat from a pig is 

ham or bacon.) 

porn /po:n/ noun pornography ( informal) 
pornographic /.poino'grgefik/ adj ob¬ 
scene, aiming to arouse sexual excitement 
pornography /poi'nogrofi/ noun books, 
films, etc., with obscene subject matter 
porous /'poiros/ adj which has many little 
holes in it, allowing water or air to seep 
through slowly. Synonym absorbent 
porpoise /'poipos/ noun a sea animal simi¬ 
lar to a dolphin, which swims in groups 
(NOTE: A group of them is a school of por¬ 
poises.) 

porridge /'porid3/ noun oatmeal cooked in 
water or milk, eaten for breakfast (NOTE: no 
plural) 

<D port /po:t/ noun 1. a harbour, or a town 
with a harbour O a fishing port O The ship is 
due in port on Tuesday. O We left port at 
12.00. □ to call at a port to stop at a port to 
load or unload cargo 2. on a ship or aircraft, 
the left side when looking forwards O Pas¬ 
sengers sitting on the port side of the plane 
can see Tower Bridge. O The ship turned to 
port to avoid the iceberg. 3. an opening in a 
computer for plugging in an attachment O a 
mouse port 4. a strong sweet wine from Por¬ 
tugal O At the end of the meal the port was 
passed round. 5. an opening in a ship’s side 
for a gun O The galleon sank when her gun 
ports went below the surface of the sea. 
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<D portable /'poit3b(3)l/ adj which can be 
earned O He used his portable computer on 
the plane. O Portable phones won’t work in 
the Underground. ■ noun a small computer 
which can be carried O I keyboard all my or¬ 
ders on my portable. 

portal /'po:t(o)l/ noun an imposing en¬ 
trance gate ( literary) 

portent /'poitent/ noun a warning that 
something unpleasant is going to happen 
(literary) 

porter /'port o/ noun 1 . a person who carries 
luggage for travellers at a railway station O 
Find a porter to help us with all this luggage. 
2. a person who does general work in a hos¬ 
pital, including moving the patients around O 
The nurse asked a porter to fetch a wheel¬ 
chair. 3. a doorkeeper in a building such as a 
hotel or a block of flats O Ask the porter if 
there have been any messages for us. 
d> portfolio /poit'fouliou/ noun 1. a large 
cardboard case for carrying something, e.g. 
drawings or designs O He brought a portfolio 
of samples of his work. 2. □ a portfolio of 
shares all the shares owned by someone 3. a 
minister’s position in a government □ she’s 
taken over the defence portfolio she has be¬ 
come Minister of Defence 
porthole /'poithoul/ noun a round window 
in the side of a ship 

portico /'poitikou/ noun a roof supported 
by columns forming a porch in front of the 
entrance to a building (NOTE: The plural is 
porticoes or porticos.) 

portion /'po:J(o)n/ noun 1. a part o This is 
only a small portion of the material we col¬ 
lected. O Our carriage was in the rear por¬ 
tion of the train. 2. a serving of food, usually 
for one person O The portions in that French 
restaurant are tiny. O Ask the waiter if they 
serve children’s portions. ■ verb □ to por¬ 
tion something out to share something out O 
We portioned out the money between the four 
of us. 

portly /'poitli/ adj rather fat. Synonym 

overweight (NOTE: portlier - portliest) 

port of call /,po:t ov 'ko:l/ noun a port at 
which a ship stops 

portrait /'poitrit/ noun a painting or photo¬ 
graph of a person O He has painted a portrait 
of the Queen. O Old portraits of members of 
the family lined the walls of the dining room. 
Synonym picture 

portray /poi'trei/ verb to paint or to de¬ 
scribe a scene or a person. Synonym depict 
portrayal /poi'treiol/ noun the description 
of a scene or person 

(D Portuguese /.poitju'giiz/ adj referring 
to Portugal O a Portuguese explorer ■ noun 
1. a person from Portugal O She married a 
Portuguese. □ the Portuguese people from 
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Portugal 2. the language spoken in countries 
such as Portugal and Brazil O I don’t know 
the word for it in Portuguese. 

® pose /pouz/ noun 1. a way of standing 
sitting or lying O She is painted standing in 
an elegant pose. O He struck a funny pose as 
I was taking the photo. 2. a way of behaving 
which is just a pretence O He ’d like you to 
think he’s an expert but it’s just a pose. ■ 
verb 1. □ to pose for someone to stand or sit 
still while someone paints or photographs 
you O He posed for her in his uniform. 2. to 
pretend to be something O He got into the 
prison by posing as a doctor. 3. to set a prob¬ 
lem or put a question O What to do with ille¬ 
gal immigrants poses a problem for the 
immigration services. 

posh /poJV adj 1. very smart o I decided I’d 
better wear my poshest frock to the wedding. 
O We ate in a really posh restaurant. 2. be¬ 
longing to a high social class O He puts on a 
posh voice when he’s talking on the phone. 
(NOTE: posher - poshest) 

3) position /po'ziJ(9)n/ noun 1. a place 
where someone or something is O From his 
position on the roof he can see the whole of 
the street. O The ship’s last known position 
was 200 miles east of Bermuda. 2. a job O 
The sales manager has a key position in the 
firm. O He’s going to apply for a position as 
manager. O We have several positions va¬ 
cant. 3. a situation or state of affairs O What 
is the company’s cash position? 4. □ to be in 
a position to do something to be able to do 
something O I am not in a position to answer 
your question at this point in time. ■ verb to 
put or place someone or something in a posi¬ 
tion O She positioned herself near the exit. 

(D positive /'pDZitiv/ adj 1. meaning ‘yes’ 
O a positive answer Antonym negative 2. 
certain or sure O I’m positive I put the key in 
my pocket. O Are you positive he said six 
o ’clock? 3. plus, more than zero O a positive 
quantity Antonym negative 4. (in a test) 
showing that something is there O The can¬ 
cer test was positive. Antonym negative ■ 
noun a photograph printed from a negative, 
where the light and dark appear as they are in 
nature 

positively /'pDZitivli/ adv absolutely 
posse /'posi/ noun 1. especially US a 
group of armed men or police O The sheriff 
organised a posse to hunt down the outlaws. 
2. a group of people O A posse of TV report¬ 
ers followed them to their hotel. 

(D possess /po'zes/ verb 1. to own o They 
possess several farms in the south of the 
country. O He lost all he possessed in the 
fire. 2. to occupy someone’s mind and influ¬ 
ence their behaviour o She was possessed by 
fear when she realised the baby wasn’t 
breathing. □ what possessed him to do it? 
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why on earth did he do it? 3. (of an evil spirit) 
to control someone in mind and body 
possessed /po'zest/ adj controlled by an 
evil spirit □ like a man possessed like a 
madman O He was driving like a man 
possessed. 

(D possession /po'zeJ(3)n/ noun owner¬ 
ship O When he couldn ’t keep up the mort¬ 
gage payments the bank took possession of 
the house. □ in someone’s possession being 
held by someone O The jewellery came into 
my possession when my mother died. 
possessions /po'zeJ(9)nz/ plural noun 
things which you own 

possessive /po'zesiv/ adj treating some¬ 
one or something as if he or she owns him, 
her or it O His girlfriend’s very possessive 
and hates it when he goes out with his mates. 
O He gets very possessive about his gold pen 
and won’t let anyone else use it. 
possessive pronoun /po.zesiv 
'prounaun/ noun (in grammar) a pronoun 
e.g. ‘his’ or ‘my’, which indicates possession 
(D possibility /.posi'biliti/ noun the fact of 
being likely to happen O Is there any possi¬ 
bility of getting a ticket to the show? O There 
is always the possibility that the plane will be 
early. O There is no possibility of the bank 
lending us any more money. □ the plan has 
possibilities the plan may well work 
(D possible /'pDSib(o)l/ adj 1. able to be 
done O She agreed the changes were possi¬ 
ble. 2. able to be or happen but not certain O 
That field is a possible site for the factory. O 
It is possible that the plane has been delayed. 
3. used with a superlative for emphasis O A 
bicycle is the cheapest possible way of get¬ 
ting round the town. □ as...as possible used 
for emphasis O Please do it as quickly as 
possible. O I want to go as far away as possi¬ 
ble for my holiday. O They will need as much 
time as possible to finish the job. 

® possibly /'posibli/ adv 1 . perhaps O The 
meeting will possibly finish late. O January 
had possibly the worst snowstorms we have 
ever seen. 2. used with ‘can’ or ‘can’t’ to 
make a phrase stronger O You can’t possibly 
eat twenty-two pancakes! O How can you 
possibly expect me to do all that work in one 
day? 

(J) post /poust/ noun 1. a long piece of 
wood or metal put in the ground O The fence 
is attached to concrete posts. O His shot hit 
the post. 2. a job O He applied for a post in 
the sales department. O We have three posts 
vacant. O They advertised the post in ‘The 
Times’. 3. letters and parcels sent O The 
morning post comes around nine o ’clock. O 
There were no cheques in this morning’s 
post. O Has the post arrived yet? □ to open 
the post to open the envelopes and parcels 
which have arrived O She usually opens the 
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post before the rest of the staff arrive. 4. the 
system of sending letters and parcels O It is 
easier to send the parcel by post than to de¬ 
liver it by hand. 5. a place where a sentry is 
on duty O He was accused of having left his 
post. 6. a small settlement far from civilisa¬ 
tion O He was sent to a little trading post in 
the north of Canada. 7. □ the last post a bu¬ 
gle call to commemorate the dead ■ verb 1. 
to send a letter or parcel O Don’t forget to 
post your Christmas cards. O The letter 
should have arrived by now - we posted it ten 
days ago. □ to keep someone posted to keep 
someone informed O Please keep us posted 
about your holiday arrangements. 2. to send 
someone to another place, often overseas, to 
work O He was posted to an air base in East 
Anglia. O She has been posted overseas. 
(NOTE: Referring to the postal services, 
American English only uses mail where 
British English uses both mail and post.) 
post- /poust/ prefix later than or after o 
post-Christmas sales O post-holiday gloom 
(D postage /'poustid 3 / noun money which 
you pay to send something by post 
postage stamp /'poustid 3 stasmp/ noun 
a piece of paper which you buy and stick on a 
letter or parcel to pay for it to be sent on by 
the post office 

(D postal /'poust(9)l/ adj referring to the 
post 

postal ballot /'p3ust(o)l .bastat/ noun an 
election where the votes are sent by post 
postal order /'p9ust(9)l ,o:do/ noun a pa¬ 
per which you can buy for sending small 
amounts of money through the post 
postal vote /'poust(3)l vout/ noun 1. 
same as postal ballot o The result of the 
postal vote will be known next week. 2. a vote 
which a voter sends in by post O I’ve applied 
to have a postal vote. 

postbag /'poustbasg/ noun letters sent, 
e.g. to a radio programme, TV show or MP 
(D postbox /'poustboks/ noun a box into 
which you can put letters, which will then be 
collected and sent on by the post office 
(D postcard /'poustkaid/ noun a piece of 
card often with a picture on one side, which 
you send to someone with a short message on 
it 

(D postcode /'poustkoud/ noun a system 
of letters or numbers to indicate a town or 
street in an address, to help with the sorting 
of mail (NOTE: The US term is zip code.) 
postdate /.poust'deit/ verb to put a date 
on a cheque which is later than the day on 
which you actually write it 
(3) poster /'pousto/ noun a large notice, pic¬ 
ture or advertisement stuck on a wall 
posterity /po'steriti/ noun the generations 
which will follow this one 
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poster paints /'pousto peints/ plural 
noun water paints in bright colours, often 
used by children 

postgraduate /poust'graed3U9t/ noun a 
person who has a first degree from a univer¬ 
sity and who is studying for a further degree 
O He’s taking a postgraduate course in 
physics. 

posthumous /'pDStjumos/ adj after 
death. Synonym subsequent □ posthu¬ 
mous son or daughter a son or daughter 
bom after his or her father’s death 
posthumously /'postjumosli/ adv after 
death 

posting /'poustir)/ noun a new job with the 
same organisation, for which you have to 
move to a different country or district. Syn¬ 
onym placement 

Post-it /'poust it/ trademark a small piece 
of gummed coloured paper which you can 
write a note on and stick onto something 
postman /'poustmon/ noun a person who 
delivers letters to houses (NOTE: The plural is 
postmen. The US term is mailman.) 
postmark /'poustmaik/ noun a mark 
stamped on a letter to show when and where 
it was posted O a letter with a London post¬ 
mark O You can see from the postmark that it 
was posted two weeks ago. Synonym date 
stamp ■ verb to stamp a letter with a post¬ 
mark O The letter had been postmarked in 
New York. Synonym frank 
post mortem /poust 'moitom/ adj after 
death; trying to find out the cause of death O 
a post-mortem examination ■ noun 1 . the ex¬ 
amination of a corpse to find out the cause of 
death O The post mortem revealed that she 
had been poisoned. 2. an examination of 
something which has happened O The gov¬ 
ernment is carrying out a post mortem on the 
result of the elections. Abbr PM 
postnatal / l p3USt'neit(9)l/ adj which hap¬ 
pens after childbirth 

post office /'poust ,Dfis/ noun a place 
which deals with the collection and delivery 
of letters and parcels 

postpaid /poust'peid/ adj with postage 
paid by the sender 

postpone /pous'poun/ verb to put some¬ 
thing back to a later date or time. Synonym 
delay. Antonym bring forward 
postponement /pous'pounmont/ noun 
the act of putting something off until later. 
Synonym delay 

postulate /'pDstjuleit/ ( formal ) noun a 
statement upon which a theory is based O 
The postulate that the Earth was round was 
in the end accepted as correct. O The postu¬ 
late on which the argument is based is de¬ 
monstrably false. ■ verb to suppose that 
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something is true O He postulated that the 
Earth was round. 

posture /'postJo/ noun a way of sitting or 
standing O She does exercises to improve her 
posture. Synonym bearing ■ verb to take up 
a particular position for effect O He was pos¬ 
turing in front of the cameras. 
postwar /.poust'wo:/ adj referring to the 
period after a war 

posy /'pouzi/ noun a small bunch of flow¬ 
ers (NOTE: The plural is posies.) 

(D pot /pot/ noun 1. a glass or china con¬ 
tainer, usually without a handle O The plant 
is too big - it needs a bigger pot. O She made 
ten pots of strawberry jam. O Can we have a 
pot of tea for two, please? t teapot 2. □ pots 
of money lots of money ( informal) o Ask him 
to pay - he’s got pots of money. 3. marijuana, 
a drug made from hemp O He started smok¬ 
ing pot when he was at university. ■ verb 1 . 
to put a plant into a pot O She potted the ge¬ 
raniums. 2. (in billiards) to send a ball into 
one of the pockets O He potted the black to 
win the match. (NOTE: potting - potted) 
potash /'potasj/ noun potassium salts used 
as a fertiliser 

potassium /po'tassiom/ noun soft metal 
found in rocks, essential to biological life 
(D potato /po'teitou/ noun a common white 
root vegetable which grows under the ground 
O boiled potatoes O mashed potatoes O roast 
potatoes O Do you want any more potatoes? 
O We ’re having roast lamb and potatoes for 
Sunday lunch. □ to look like a sack of pota¬ 
toes to be badly dressed, with clothes bulging 
out O This dress makes me look like a sack of 
potatoes. 

potato chips /po'teitou tjips/ plural 
noun potatoes cut into sticks and fried in 
deep fat or oil 

potato crisps /po'teitou krisps/ plural 
noun thin slices of potato fried until they are 
hard, served as a snack with drinks (NOTE: 
The US term is chips.) 
potato peeler /po'teitou ,pi:lo/ noun 
same as peeler 

potato skins /po'teitou skinz/ plural 
noun skins of potatoes, cooked until crisp 
and filled with cream cheese or other fillings 
potency /'pout(9)nsi/ noun strength. Ant¬ 
onym weakness 

potent /'pout(3)nt/ adj 1. which has a 
strong effect O Don’t drink too much of that 
beer - it’s terribly potent. O People don’t 
realise how potent these drugs are. 2. power¬ 
ful O This is a potent argument in favour of 
the ban on fox hunting. 

(D potential /po'tenjol/ adj possible o He’s 
a potential world champion. O The potential 
profits from the deal are enormous. □ a po¬ 
tential customer or winner a person who 
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could be a customer or a winner ■ noun 1. 
the possibility of developing into something 
useful or valuable O The discovery has enor¬ 
mous potential. O She doesn’t have much ex¬ 
perience, but she has a lot of potential. O The 
whole area has great potential for economic 
growth. 2. (in physics) the difference in volt¬ 
age between two parts of an electric circuit 

pothole /'pothoul/ noun 1. a hole in a road 
surface O The council still hasn’t filled in the 
potholes in our street. 2. a deep hole in rock 
worn away by water O They were exploring a 
pothole in the Mendip Hills. 
potholer /'pothoulo/ noun a person who 
goes potholing 

potholing /'pDthoulig/ noun the sport of 
exploring potholes in rock 
potion /'pouJ(3)n/ noun a liquid mixture of 
medicine (dated) 

potluck /pot'lAk/ noun □ to take potluck 

to take whatever comes, with no possibility 
of choosing anything different 
potshot /'potjot/ noun □ to take a pot¬ 
shot at someone to try to shoot someone 
without aiming properly (informal) 
potted /'potid/ adj 1. which grows in a 
plant pot O a potted plant 2. which has been 
preserved in a pot O potted meat 
potter /'pDto/ noun a person who makes 
pots out of clay O a potter’s wheel O The pot¬ 
ter makes cups and bowls to sell in craft 
shops. ■ verb □ to potter about not to do 
anything in particular or to do little jobs here 
and there O He spent Saturday morning pot¬ 
tering about in the garden. 

(D pottery /'pDtori/ noun 1. a workshop or 
factory where pots are made O There are sev¬ 
eral local potteries where you can buy 
dishes. O I bought this vase from the pottery 
where it was made. (NOTE: The plural in this 
meaning is potteries.) 2. objects, e.g. pots 
and plates, made of clay O There’s a man in 
the market who sells local pottery. O She 
brought me some Spanish pottery as a pres¬ 
ent. 3. the art of making pots O She’s taking a 
pottery course at college. 
potty /'poti/ noun a small pot where a 
young child can urinate or defecate ■ adj 
mad (informal) Synonym foolish. Antonym 
sensible (NOTE: pottier - pottiest) 
pouch /pautj/ noun 1. a small bag for ear¬ 
ly ing small objects such as coins O She car¬ 
ried the ring in a small leather pouch round 
her neck. 2. a bag in the skin in front of mar¬ 
supials such as kangaroos, where the young 
are carried O The kangaroo carries its young 
in its pouch. (NOTE: The plural is pouches.) 
poultry /'poultri/ noun common farm birds 
such as ducks or hens, reared for eggs or to 
be eaten 
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pounce /pauns/ noun a sudden attack by 
jumping on something O In one quick pounce 
the cat caught the mouse. ■ verb □ to 
pounce on something to jump on something 
O The cat was waiting in the bushes, ready to 
pounce on any bird that came by. O He 
pounced on the mistake I’d made. 

<D pound /paund/ noun 1. a measure of 
weight, equal to about 450 grams (NOTE: 
pound is usually written lb after figures: It 
weighs 26lbs.\ Take 6lbs of sugar : say 
‘twenty-six pounds, six pounds’.) 2. the 
money used in Britain and several other 
countries O He tried to pay for his bus ticket 
with a £20 note (twenty-pound note). O He 
earns more than six pounds an hour. O The 
price of the car is over £50,000 (fifty thou¬ 
sand pounds). (NOTE: pound is usually writ¬ 
ten £ before figures: £ 20 , £ 6 , 000 : say 
‘twenty pounds, six thousand pounds’. With 
the word note, pound is singular: twenty 
pounds but a twenty-pound note.) 3. a place 
where illegally parked cars are taken O He 
had to go to the police pound to get his car 
back. Compare impound ■ verb 1. to smash 
something into little pieces O The ship was 
pounded to pieces by heavy waves. 2. to hit 
something hard O He pounded the table with 
his fist. 3. to run or walk heavily O The po¬ 
liceman pounded along after the bank rob¬ 
bers. O He pounded up the stairs. 4. (of 
someone’s heart) to beat fast o Her heart 
was pounding as she opened the door. 
pound sterling /paund 'st3:lig/ noun the 
official term for the British currency 
@ pour /poi/ verb 1. to make a liquid flow o 
The waiter poured water all over the table. O 
He poured the wine into the glasses. O She 
poured water down his neck as a joke. 2. to 
make something flow like a liquid O He 
poured the sand into the bag. 3. to flow out 
or down O Clouds of smoke poured out of the 
house. O There was a sudden bang and 
smoke poured out of the engine. 4. □ to pour 
with rain to rain very hard o It poured with 
rain all afternoon. □ it never rains but it 
pours troubles or problems never come one 
at a time, but several together ( informal) 

@ pour down /'po: daun/ verb to rain very 
hard 

pout /paut/ noun a sulky expression in 
which your bottom lip sticks out O The smile 
turned into a pout when she realised she was- 
n’t going to get her way. ■ verb to make a 
sulky expression with your lips O When she 
pouts she looks very sexy. 

(D poverty /'pDvoti/ noun 1. the fact of be¬ 
ing poor O He lost all his money and died in 
poverty. O Poverty can drive people to crime. 
2. □ the poverty of something the very 
small amount of something ( formal ) o The 
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poverty of our resources means that we are 
dependent on outside funds. 
poverty line /'pDvoti lain/ noun an 
amount of money which you need to buy the 
basic necessities 

poverty-stricken /.povoti 'strikon/ adj 
very poor, having very little money 
POW abbr prisoner of war 
powder /'paudo/ noun a substance like 
flour with very small dry grains O to grind 
something to powder O The drug is available 
in the form of a white powder. ■ verb to put 
face powder on something O She was pow¬ 
dering her cheeks. □ to powder your nose 
(of a woman) to go to the toilet o Can you 
wait a minute? — I’m just going to powder 
my nose. 

powdered /'paudod/ adj dried and made 
into powder. Synonym ground. Antonym 
whole 

powder puff /'paudo pAf/ noun a small 
pad with which you put powder on your face 
powder room /'paudo ruim/ noun a 
women’s toilet in a public place, e.g. a res¬ 
taurant or shop 

powdery /'paud(o)ri/ adj fine and dry, like 
powder 

(D power /'pauo/ noun 1. the ability to con¬ 
trol people or happenings O He is the official 
leader, but his wife has all the real 
power. O I haven’t the power or it isn’t 
in my power to ban the demonstration. □ the 
full power of the law the full force of the 
law 2. a driving force O They use the power 
of the waves to generate electricity. O The 
engine is driven by steam power. 3. electric¬ 
ity used to drive machines or devices O Turn 
off the power before you try to repair the TV 
set. 4. political control O The socialists came 
to power in 1997. O During the period when 
he was in power the country’s economy was 
ruined. 5. an important powerful country O 
China is one of the great powers. 6. (in math¬ 
ematics) the number of times one number is 
multiplied by itself o 3 to the power 4 (NOTE: 
written 3 4 ) ■ verb 1. □ to be powered by 
something or someone to be driven by 
something or someone o Powered by two 
Olympic oarsmen, the boat raced across the 
lake. 2. to move fast O With its huge out¬ 
board motor the boat powered through the 
water. 

power base /■ pauo beis/ noun a group or 
area which supports a politician 
powerboat /'pauobout/ noun a boat which 
has a powerful engine, used for racing 
power cut /'pauo kAt/ noun same as 
power failure 

power drill /'pauo dril/ noun a powerful 
electric drill 


-powered 

-powered /pauod/ suffix driven or worked 
by a certain type of energy 
power failure /'pauo .feiljo/ noun a 
breakdown in electricity supplies 
(D powerful /'pauof(o)l/ adj 1 . very strong 
O This model has a more powerful engine. O 
The treasurer is the most powerful person in 
the organisation. O The raft was swept away 
by the powerful current. O This is the most 
powerful personal computer on the market. 
2. which has a strong effect O The film is a 
powerful drama set in Russia. 
powerhouse /'pauohaus/ noun a person, 
place or thing that is full of energy and very 
productive ( informal) 

powerless /'pauolos/ adj unable to do 
anything because of not having any power or 
authority. Synonym helpless 
power line /'pauo lain/ noun a cable car¬ 
rying electric current 

power of attorney /.pauor ov o't3:ni/ 
noun a written document, which gives some¬ 
one power to act on behalf of someone else 
power point /'pauo point/ noun an elec¬ 
tric socket in a wall 

power-sharing /'pauo Jeorir)/ noun the 
practice of sharing the powers and responsi¬ 
bilities of government between different par¬ 
ties (NOTE: no plural) 

power shower /'pauo Jauo/ noun a 
strong shower driven by an electric pump 
power station /'pauo ,steij(a)n/, power 
plant /'pauo plaint/ noun a factory where 
electricity is produced 

power steering /'pauo .stiorir)/ noun 
steering in a car, which is powered by the 
engine 

power tool /'pauo tu:l/ noun a powerful 
electrical tool 
pp abbr pages 
(DPR abbr public relations 
practicability /.praektiko'biliti/ noun the 
fact of being able to be put into practice. Syn¬ 
onym feasibility. Antonym impossibility 
practicable /'prcektikob(o)l/ adj which 
can be done or can be put into practice. Syn¬ 
onym feasible 

(D practical /'pr£ektik(o)l/ adj 1 . referring 
to practice and action rather than ideas O She 
needs some practical experience. O He 
passed the practical exam but failed the the¬ 
ory. O I need some practical advice on how 
to build a wall. 2. possible or sensible O It is¬ 
n’t practical to plug the computer into the 
same socket as the TV. O Has anyone got a 
more practical suggestion to make? O You 
need practical clothing for camping. O We 
must be practical and not try anything too 
ambitious. ■ noun an examination or test to 
show how well someone can work in practice 


prairie 

O She passed the written test but failed the 
practical. 

practicality /.praekti'kaeliti/ noun 1. a 
way in which something works in practice O 
We haven’t yet got down to discussing the 
practicalities of selling the shop. 2. a way in 
which something is practical or possible O / 
have doubts about the practicality of the 
scheme. 

practical joke /,praektik(o)l 'd 3 ouk/ 
noun a trick played on someone to make 
other people laugh 

(D practically /'praektikli/ adv 1. almost o 
Practically all the students passed the test. O 
The summer is practically over. O His suit is 
such a dark grey it is practically black. 2. in 
a practical way O We must try to solve the 
problem practically. 

(J) practice /'prasktis/ noun 1. the act of ac¬ 
tually doing something, as opposed to think¬ 
ing about it or planning it □ to put 
something into practice to apply or use 
something O I hope soon to be able to put 
some of my ideas into practice. □ in practice 
when actually done O The plan seems very 
interesting, but what will it cost in practice? 
2. a repeated exercise O You need more prac¬ 
tice before you ’re ready to enter the competi¬ 
tion. O He’s at football practice this evening. 
O The cars make several practice runs before 
the race. □ out of practice not able to do 
something because of not having done it re¬ 
cently O I used to be able to play quite well, 
but I’m a bit out of practice. 3. □ medical or 
dental or legal practice a business of a doc¬ 
tor, dentist or lawyer O There are three doc¬ 
tors in this practice. ■ verb US spelling of 
practise 

® practise /'prasktis/ verb 1. to do re¬ 
peated exercises O He’s practising catching 
and throwing. 2. to carry on a job as a doctor, 
dentist or lawyer O He’s officially retired but 
still practises part-time. (NOTE: [all senses] 
The US spelling is practice.) 
practised /'praektist/ adj skilful at doing 
something because you have had a lot of 
practice (NOTE: The US spelling is prac¬ 
ticed.) 

(D practitioner /praek'tiJ(o)no/ noun a 
person who does a skilled job. Synonym 

doctor 

pragmatic /praeg'msetik/ adj dealing with 
facts or practical matters, not concerned with 
theories. Antonym idealistic 
pragmatism /'pr£egmotiz(o)m/ noun the 
practice of adopting a practical approach to a 
problem. Antonym idealism 
prairie /'preori/ noun an area of 
grass-covered plain in North America, 
mainly without trees, where most of the 
world’s grain is produced 
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praise 

praise /preiz/ noun admiration, the fact of 
showing approval O The rescue team earned 
the praise of the survivors. □ to sing the 
praises of someone to praise someone all the 
time O She's always singing the praises of 
the new vicar. ■ verb to express strong ap¬ 
proval of something or someone O The 
mayor praised the firemen for their efforts in 
putting out the fire. 

praiseworthy /'preizw3idi/ adj which 
should be praised. Synonym admirable. 
Antonym blameworthy 
pram /praem/ noun a light carriage for 
pushing a baby in (NOTE: The US term is 
baby carriage. In British English, for 
slightly older children who can sit up, it is 
also called a buggy or pushchair.) 
prance /prams/ verb to jump about, to 
move fast and lightly. Synonym swagger 
prank /praegk/ noun a trick □ to play a 
prank on someone to play a trick on some¬ 
one O The students played a prank on their 
teacher. 

prattle /'praetl/ verb to chatter a lot about 
things which aren’t important 
prawn /proin/ noun a shellfish like a large 
shrimp 

(D pray /prei/ verb to speak to God, asking 
for something O Farmers prayed for rain. □ 
to pray for someone to ask God to protect 
someone O We pray for the children from the 
village, missing in the mountains. ■ adv 
please (dated) □ pray be seated please sit 
down 

(D prayer /preo/ noun the act of speaking to 
God O She says her prayers every night be¬ 
fore going to bed. O They said prayers for the 
sick. 

pre- /pri:/ prefix before o the pre-Christmas 
rush O We have been invited for pre-lunch 
drinks. 

preach /pri:tj/ verb 1. to give a sermon in 
church O She preached to a packed congre¬ 
gation about the need for tolerance. □ to 
preach to the converted to try to convince 
people of something when they already know 
about it O It’s a waste of time telling us about 
the advantages of using computers - you 're 
just preaching to the converted. 2. to recom¬ 
mend or advise something O The government 
is preaching the wisdom of saving. 
preacher /'priitjo/ noun a person who 
gives a sermon in church 
preamble /pri'aemb(3)l/ noun remarks 
made at the beginning of something, e.g. a 
speech or treaty. Synonym introduction 
precarious /pri'keorios/ adj not safe, 
likely to fall off or to fail 
precariously /pri'keoriosli/ adv in an un¬ 
safe way 


precipitation 

<D precaution /pn'koiJXoJn/ noun care 
taken in advance to avoid something unpleas¬ 
ant. Synonym protection 
precautionary /pn'koiJ(9)n(9)ri/ adj □ 
as a precautionary measure in order to 
avoid something unpleasant O We lock the 
doors at night as a precautionary measure. 

<D precede /pri'siid/ verb to take place be¬ 
fore something 

precedence /'presid(o)ns/ noun □ to 
take precedence over someone or some¬ 
thing to be more important than someone or 
something, when considered as part of a hier¬ 
archy O Presidents take precedence over 
prime ministers. 

d> precedent /'president/ noun a thing 
which has happened before, and which can 
be a guide as to what should be done. Syn¬ 
onym example 

(D preceding /pri'siidir)/ adj which comes 
before something. Synonym previous. Ant¬ 
onym following 

<D precinct /'priisirjkt/ noun US an admin¬ 
istrative district in a town O the 16th precinct 
(NOTE: The British term is ward.) 
precious /'preJos/ adj 1. worth a lot of 
money 2. of great value to someone O All her 
precious photographs were saved from the 
fire. O The memories of that holiday are very 
precious to me. 3. which you don’t think is 
valuable O She can't talk about anything ex¬ 
cept her precious boyfriend. O Do you think 
I’m interested in you and your precious car? 
■ adv very o He has precious little money 
left to spend. 

precious metal /.prejos 'met(o)l/ noun a 
metal such as gold, which is worth a lot of 
money 

precious stone /.prejos 'stoun/ noun a 
stone such as a diamond, which is rare and 
very valuable 

precipice /'presipis/ noun a high cliff on 
the side of a mountain, not usually near the 
sea 

precipitate verb /pri'sipiteit/ 1. to make 
something happen suddenly O The assassina¬ 
tion precipitated a political crisis. 2. to settle 
at the bottom of a liquid O The crystals pre¬ 
cipitate at the bottom of the flask. 3. to make 
someone fall or drop suddenly O The pram 
tipped over, precipitating the baby into the 
ditch. ■ adj /pri'sipitot/ rushed or hurried 
(formal ) O Their decision to marry seems a 
bit precipitate. ■ noun /pri'sipitot/ a sub¬ 
stance which settles at the bottom of a liquid 
O The precipitate begins to form as soon as 
the reagent is added. 

precipitation /pri.sipi'teiJXojn/ noun 1. a 
quantity of rain, snow, etc., which falls on a 
certain place O The north-west of the country 
experienced higher precipitation than nor- 
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precipitous 

mal. 2. a great hurry O They accused him of 
acting with too much precipitation. 
precipitous /pri'sipitas/ adj very steep 
precis /'preisii/ noun a summary of the 
main points of a text O I made a precis of the 
report for my boss. Synonym summary 
(NOTE: The plural is precis /'preisiiz/.) ■ 
verb to make a summary of a text o Can you 
precis this report on global warming for me? 
Synonym summarise 

@ precise /pri'sais/ adj exact o We need to 
know the precise measurements of the box. O 
At that precise moment my father walked in. 
O Can you be more precise about what the 
men looked like? 

(D precisely /pri'saisli/ adv 1. exactly o 
The train arrived at 12.00 precisely. O I 
don’t know precisely when it was, but it was 
about three months ago. O How, precisely, 
do you expect me to cope with all this work? 
2. (showing agreement) quite correct o ‘You 
felt he was making a mistake? ’ - ‘Precisely! ’ 
precision /pri'si 3 (a)n/ noun accuracy 
preclude /pri'kluid/ verb to prevent some¬ 
thing taking place ( formal) Antonym permit 
precocious /pri'kaufas/ adj (of a child) 
surprisingly advanced for its age 
preconceived /,pri:kan'si:vd/ adj □ to 
have a preconceived idea about something 
or someone to have an idea about something 
or someone which is formed in advance 
preconception /.priikan'sepjan/ noun 
an idea which is formed in advance, without 
the benefit of information or experience. 
Synonym prejudice 

precondition /.prhkan'diJXajn/ noun a 
condition which is set in advance 
precursor /pri'k3:sa/ noun a thing which 
leads to something more important. Synonym 

forerunner. Antonym successor 
predate /.prii'deit/ verb to come before 
something in time 

@ predator /'predota/ noun an animal 
which kills and eats other animals. Synonym 

marauder 

predatory /'predot(a)ri/ adj 1. referring to 
a predator O Predatory animals such as foxes 
eat other animals and birds. O The cat’s 
predatory instincts came out when she 
caught a mouse. 2. (of a business) which is 
trying to ruin another business 
predecease /.prixdi'siis/ verb to die be¬ 
fore someone else 

d> predecessor /'priidisesa/ noun a per¬ 
son who has held the same job, etc., before 
you. Synonym precursor. Antonym suc¬ 
cessor 

predestination /prii.desti'neiJXajn/ 
noun the idea that the fate of everyone is de¬ 
cided in advance by God 


preface 

predestined /prii'destind/ adj whose fate 
has been decided in advance. Synonym fated 
predetermine /.priidi'tsimin/ verb to de¬ 
cide something in advance 
predicament /pri'dikamant/ noun trou¬ 
ble or a difficult situation. Synonym 
difficulty 

predicate noun /'predikat/ (in grammar) 
a statement about the subject ■ verb 
/'predikeit/ to base a supposition on some¬ 
thing (formal) 

(D predict /pri'dikt/ verb to foretell some¬ 
thing or tell in advance what will happen O 
The weather forecasters have predicted rain. 
O He predicted correctly that the deal would 
not last. O Everything happened exactly as I 
had predicted. Synonym forecast 
predictable /pri'diktab(a)l/ adj which 
could be predicted 

predictably /pri'diktabli/ adv in a way 
which could have been predicted 
prediction /pri'dikjan/ noun an instance 
of foretelling something. Synonym forecast 
predilection /.priidi'lekj’an/ noun a spe¬ 
cial liking for something ( formal) Synonym 
liking 

predispose /,pri:di'spauz/ verb to make 
someone favour something in advance (for¬ 
mal) Synonym incline 
predisposition /.priidispa'ziJXajn/ noun 
the fact of being predisposed. Synonym 
tendency 

predominant /pri 1 dominant/ adj most 
striking or obvious. Synonym main. Ant¬ 
onym minor 

predominantly /pri'dDminantli/ adv 
mainly. Antonym partially 
predominate /pri'domineit/ verb to be 
more powerful than others 
preeminence /pri'eminans/ noun the fact 
of being preeminent 

preeminent /pri'eminant/ adj excellent, 
much better than everything else 
pre-empt /prii'empt/ verb to get an advan¬ 
tage over someone by doing something 
quickly before anyone else. Synonym fore¬ 
stall. Antonym react 

preen /prim/ verb (of a bird) to smooth its 
feathers □ to preen yourself to smarten 
yourself up 

prefabricated /prii'fasbrikeitid/ adj (of a 
building) built from sections which are easy 
to put together 

preface /'prefas/ noun the text at the be¬ 
ginning of a book, after the title page, in 
which the author introduces the book and 
thanks people for helping make it O She ex¬ 
plains in a preface what motivated her to 
write the book. Compare foreword ■ verb to 
write or say something before the main part 
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prefect 

of the text O He prefaced his article with a 
quotation from Dickens. Synonym prefix 
prefect /'priifekt/ noun 1. an older school 
pupil chosen to be in charge of others O The 
prefects help to maintain discipline in the 
school. 2. a high official O the Prefect of 
Police 

<D prefer /pri'f3i/ verb □ to prefer some¬ 
thing to something to like one thing better 
than another O I prefer butter to margarine. 
O She prefers walking to going on the Under¬ 
ground. O We went to the pub, but she pre¬ 
ferred to stay at home and watch TV. O I’d 
prefer not to go to Germany this summer. 
preferable /'pref(a)rab(a)l/ adj which you 
would prefer. Synonym better. Antonym 
inferior 

preferably /'pref(a)rabli/ adv if possible 
® preference /'pref(a)rans/ noun a liking 
for one thing more than another O The recep¬ 
tionist asked him if he had any preference for 
a room with a view. O The children all 
showed a marked preference for chocolate 
ice cream. 

preferential /.prefa'renjal/ adj showing 
that one person or thing is preferred to an¬ 
other. Synonym special. Antonym dis¬ 
advantageous 

(S> prefix /'priifiks/ noun a part of a word 
put in front of another to form a new word. 
Antonym suffix (NOTE: The plural is pre¬ 
fixes.) 

pregnancy /'pregnansi/ noun the state of 
being pregnant 

(D pregnant /'pregnant/ adj 1. carrying an 
unborn child O Don’t carry heavy weights 
when you ’re pregnant. O She hasn’t told her 
family yet that she’s pregnant. O We have a 
pregnant girl in our class. 2. □ a pregnant 
pause a pause while everyone waits for 
someone to say something O Martha’s ex¬ 
traordinary announcement was followed by a 
pregnant pause. 

preheat /prii'hiit/ verb to make an oven 
hot before putting something to cook in it. 
Synonym heat. Antonym cool 
prehistoric /.priihi'storik/ adj belonging 
to the time before there was a written history 
prehistory /pri:'hist(3)ri/ noun the time 
before written history started 
prejudge /pri:'d3Ad3/ verb to judge some¬ 
thing or someone without hearing all the 
facts 

prejudice /'pred 3 udis/ noun a usually un¬ 
just feeling against someone or a preference 
for one person or thing over another O The 
committee was accused of prejudice against 
older candidates. ■ verb to make someone 
have less friendly feelings towards someone 
or something. Synonym influence 


premiership 

prejudiced /'pred 3 udist/ adj unfairly bi¬ 
ased against someone. Antonym tolerant 
prejudicial /,pred 3 u'dij‘(a)l/ adj which 
could harm someone or something. Synonym 
harmful. Antonym helpful 
prelate /'prelot/ noun a person of high rank 
in the Catholic or Anglican Church. Syn¬ 
onym archbishop 

preliminaries /pri'limin(a)riz/ plural 
noun things which have to be done before 
something can take place 
preliminary /pri'limin(a)ri/ adj which 
goes before something O The executive com¬ 
mittee will hold a preliminary meeting the 
day before the conference opens. O This is 
only the preliminary report - the main report 
will be published later. Synonym initial. 
Antonym closing ■ noun something which 
is done as a preparation for something else. 
Synonym beginning. Antonym finale 
prelude /'preljuid/ noun 1. something 
which takes place before something more im¬ 
portant O Putting tanks near the border is a 
prelude to a full-scale invasion. 2. a short in¬ 
troductory piece of music on one theme o a 
prelude by Bach 

premarital /pri:'ma 2 rit(a)l/ adj before 
marriage 

premature /'premat Ja/ adj 1. which hap¬ 
pens before the right time O Celebrating vic¬ 
tory before the votes have been counted is a 
little premature. O This can be a cause of 
premature death. 2. (of a baby) bom less 
than nine months after conception O Little 
John was six weeks premature and only 
weighed three pounds when he was born. 
prematurely /'premat Juali/ adv before 
the right time 

premeditated /prii'mediteitid/ adj (of a 
crime) planned before it is committed 
premenstrual syndrome /pri:- 
.menstrual 'sindraum/, premenstrual ten¬ 
sion /pri:.menstrual 'tenjan/ noun pain 
and a feeling of being more emotional than 
usual, which some women have before their 
monthly period 

premier /'premia/ noun a prime minister or 
head of government O The French premier is 
visiting London. ■ adj first or most important 
O The town advertises itself as Britain’s pre¬ 
mier holiday resort. Synonym best. Ant¬ 
onym worst 

premiere /'premiea/ noun the first perfor¬ 
mance of something, e.g. a film or a play 
premiership /'premiajip/ noun 1. the 
time when someone is prime minister O The 
introduction of income tax was the most im¬ 
portant event of his premiership. 2. a premier 
league, the group of top football clubs who 
play against each other O a premiership 
match 
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premise 656 present 


@ premise /'premis/ noun an assumption, 
a thing which you assume to be true 
® premises /'premisiz/ plural noun a 
building and the land it stands on O Smoking 
is not allowed on the premises. O There is a 
doctor on the premises at all times. 
premium /'priimiom/ noun 1. an amount 
paid for an insurance policy O The house in¬ 
surance premium has to be paid this month. 
O We pay a monthly premium of £5. 2. □ at a 
premium scarce, and therefore valuable O 
Fresh vegetables were at a premium during 
the winter months. □ to put a premium on 
something to show that something is useful 
or valuable O Employers put a premium on 
staff who can speak good English. 3. a bonus 
O They pay a premium for work completed 
ahead of schedule. 

premonition /,prem3'nij(3)n/ noun a 
feeling that something is going to happen 
prenatal /pri:'neit(3)l/ adj referring to 
pregnancy 

® preoccupation /prh.Dkju'peiJXojn/ 
noun the only thing you think about 
preoccupied /pri'okjupaid/ adj worried 
and thinking only about one thing. Antonym 

carefree 

prep /prep/ noun 1. homework ( informal) o 
The boys aren’t allowed out until they ’ve fin¬ 
ished their prep. 2. the process of getting a 
patient ready for an operation O The prep is 
finished, so the patient can be taken to the 
operating theatre. 

@ preparation /.prepo'reiJXojn/ noun 1. 
the action of getting ready O The prepara¬ 
tions for the wedding went on for months. O 
We’ve completed our preparations and now 
we’re ready to start. □ in preparation for 
something to get ready for something o She 
bought a hat in preparation for the wedding. 
2. a substance which has been mixed O a 
chemical preparation 

preparatory /pri'pasrot^jri/ adj 1. which 
prepares someone for something O This is a 
preparatory course in Chinese for beginners. 
2. □ preparatory to something before or 
leading up to something ( formal ) o He's un¬ 
dergoing training preparatory to taking up a 
managerial position. 

preparatory school /pn'paer3t(3)ri 
sku:l/ noun a private school for children up 
to the age of 13 ( formal ) 

G> prepare /pri'peo/ verb 1. to get some¬ 
thing ready O We have prepared the hall for 
the school play. O I have some friends com¬ 
ing to dinner and I haven’t prepared the 
meal. 2. to get ready for something O He is 
preparing for his exam. O You’d better pre¬ 
pare yourself for some bad news. 

(D prepared /pri'peod/ adj 1. ready o Be 
prepared, you may get quite a shock. O Six 
people are coming to dinner and Eve got 


nothing prepared. 2. □ prepared to do 
something willing to do something O They 
are prepared to sell the house if necessary. □ 
prepared for something ready for some¬ 
thing O She wasn’t really prepared for her 
exam. O The country is prepared for an 
invasion. 

preparedness /pri'peoridnos/ noun the 
fact of being prepared for something. Syn¬ 
onym readiness 

preponderance /pri'pDnd(9)r9ns/ noun 
a greater number of one type of people or 
things than any other in a group. Synonym 

majority 

® preposition /.prepo'ziJXojn/ noun a 
word used with a noun or pronoun as its ob¬ 
ject to show place or time 
preposterous /pri'pDst(9)r3s/ adj silly or 
absurd. Synonym outrageous. Antonym 
sensible 

prep school /'prep skuil/ noun a prepara¬ 
tory school ( informal ) 

prerequisite /prii'rekwozit/ noun a thing 
which you must have before you can do 
something. Synonym precondition 
prerogative /pri'rogotiv/ noun a special 
right belonging to one person or group 
preschool /'priiskuil/ adj before normal 
school. Synonym young 
prescribe /pri'skraib/ verb 1 . to order that 
something should be done O Three days ’ no¬ 
tice has been given, as prescribed by law. O 
We have to study two prescribed texts for our 
exam. 2. (of a doctor) to tell someone to use 
something O He prescribed a course of injec¬ 
tions. O She prescribed some antibiotics. 

® prescription /pri'skripjon/ noun an or¬ 
der written by a doctor to a pharmacist asking 
for a drug to be prepared and sold to a patient 
□ available on prescription available from a 
chemist only when prescribed by a doctor o 
This medicine is only available on 
prescription. 

prescriptive /pri'skriptiv/ adj which pre¬ 
scribes something. Synonym narrow. Ant¬ 
onym lax 

@ presence /'prez(o)ns/ noun 1. the fact 
of being present O The presence of both his 
wives in court was noted. O Your presence is 
requested at a meeting of the committee on 
June 23rd. □ in someone’s presence when 
someone is near O She actually said that in 
my presence. O He slapped her face in the 
presence of witnesses. 2. an effect you have 
on other people O The general has a com¬ 
manding presence. 

presence of mind /,prez(o)ns ov 
'maind/ noun common sense, calmness and 
the ability to act quickly 
® present noun /'prez(o)nt/ 1. a thing 
which you give to someone as a gift O I got a 


presentable 

watch as a Christmas present. O How many 
birthday presents did you get? O The office 
gave her a present when she got married. 2. 
the time we are in now O The novel is set in 
the present. □ at present now O The hotel 
still has some vacancies at present. □ for the 
present for now o That will be enough for 
the present. 3. the form of a verb showing 
that the action is happening now O The pres¬ 
ent of the verb ‘to go ’ is ‘he goes ’ or ‘he is 
going’. ■ adj T prez(o)nt/ 1. being there 
when something happens O How many peo¬ 
ple were present at the meeting? 2. at the 
time we are in now O What is his present ad¬ 
dress? ■ verb /pri'zent/ 1. to give some¬ 
thing formally to someone as a present O 
When he retired after thirty years, the firm 
presented him with a large clock. 2. to intro¬ 
duce a show on TV or radio O She’s present¬ 
ing a programme on gardening. 3. □ to 
present yourself to go to a place O He was 
asked to present himself at the police station 
the next morning. 

presentable /pri'zentob(o)l/ adj clean 
and tidy, suitable to appear in public 
© presentation /,prez(3)n l teiJ'(o)n/ noun 
1. the act of giving something to someone O 
The chairman will make the presentation to 
the retiring sales manager. 2. the demonstra¬ 
tion of a proposed plan O The distribution 
company made a presentation of the services 
they could offer. 

© present-day /,prez(o)nt 'dei/ adj mod¬ 
em. Synonym contemporary. Antonym 
past 

© presenter /pn'zento/ noun a person 
who presents a TV or radio show. Synonym 

announcer 

presently /'prez(o)ntli/ adv 1. soon o I’ll 
be there presently. O He’ll be making a 
speech presently. 2. US now, at the present 
time O He’s presently working for a chemical 
company. O She’s presently in England. O 
What is presently being done to correct the 
problem? 

present participle /,prez(o)nt pa:- 
'tisip(9)l/ noun a word formed by adding 
‘-mg’ to a verb, used either to form the pres¬ 
ent continuous tense, e.g. I am reading, or as 
an adjective or noun 

present perfect /,prez(o)nt 'p3ifikt/ 
noun the simple past tense of a verb 
© preservation /.prezo'veiJXojn/ noun 
the action of protecting 
preservative /pri'z3:votiv/ noun a sub¬ 
stance added to food to stop it from going 
bad. Synonym additive 
© preserve /pri'z3iv/ verb 1. to look after 
something and keep it in the same state O 
Our committee aims to preserve the wildlife 
in our area. O The doctors ’ aim is to preserve 
the life of the unborn child. O The Inuit 


press 

would like to preserve their own alphabet 
rather than use the Roman one. 2. to treat 
something so that it does not rot O Meat can 
be preserved in salt. O Freezing is a common 
method of preserving meat. 

preshrunk /.prii'JrArjk/ adj which has 
been shrunk in advance before being sold 
preside /pri'zaid/ verb 1. □ to preside at 
or over a meeting to sit at the head of the ta¬ 
ble and be the chairman of a meeting O The 
meeting was held in the town hall, with the 
mayor presiding. O The deputy presided in 
the absence of the chairman who was ill. 2. 
to be in power during a certain period O He 
presided over a period of radical change. 
presidency /'prezidonsi/ noun 1. the job 
of being president O He has been proposed 
as a candidate for the presidency. 2. the time 
when someone is president O during Brit¬ 
ain ’s presidency of the European Union O 
The Second World War ended during the 
Truman presidency. 

(D president /'prezid(o)nt/ noun 1. the 
head of a republic O President Bush was 
elected in 2000. O The French president 
came on an official visit. (NOTE: also used 
as a title before a surname: President Wil¬ 
son) 2. the chief member of a club O We ’re 
wondering who ’ll be the next president of the 
cricket club. O A. B. Smith was elected presi¬ 
dent of the sports club. 

presidential /.prezi'denfol/ adj referring 
to a president 

preside over /pri'zaid .ouvo/ verb 1. to 
be president or chairman of something O She 
presides over one of the world’s richest cor¬ 
porations. O She presided over the university 
appointments committee for several years. 2. 
to be in charge when something happens O 
He presided over a radical shake-up of the 
party’s organisational structure. 

® press /pres/ noun 1. newspapers taken as 
a group O The election wasn’t reported in the 
British press. O There has been no mention of 
the problem in the press. (NOTE: no plural) 2. 
journalists and other people who work for 
newspapers, or on radio and TV O Every¬ 
where she went she was followed by the 
press. O Press photographers were standing 
outside Number 10. (NOTE: no plural) 3. a 
machine which presses things O The car 
body is moulded from a metal sheet in a hy¬ 
draulic press. (NOTE: The plural is presses.) 
■ verb 1. to push or squeeze something o 
Press the button for first floor. O Everyone 
pressed round the film stars. 2. to iron some¬ 
thing O His jacket needs to be pressed. 3. □ 
to press on or forward with to continue or 
to go ahead O In spite of the weather they 
pressed on with the preparations for the vil¬ 
lage fair. 
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press agent 

press agent /'pres ,eid39nt/ noun a per¬ 
son who organises dealings with the press for 
an organisation or important person 
press baron /'pres .basron/ noun an im¬ 
portant newspaper owner ( informal ) 

@ press conference /'pres .konf^rons/ 
noun a meeting where newspaper, radio and 
TV reporters are invited to hear news of a 
new product or a takeover bid, or to talk to a 
famous person. Synonym news conference 
press corps /'pres ko:/ noun all the jour¬ 
nalists working in a certain place 
press cutting /'pres ,kAtir)/ noun a piece 
cut out from a newspaper with an article 
which is relevant to someone or something 
@ pressed /prest/ adj □ we’re pressed for 
time we are in a hurry □ I’d be hard pressed 
to do it it would be difficult for me to find 
time to do it 

pressgang /'presgcerj/ noun a group of 
people who forced men to join the Royal 
Navy (dated) o Without the pressgangs it 
would have been impossible to find crews for 
many ships in the 18th century. ■ verb □ to 
pressgang someone into doing something 
to force someone to do something O I was 
pressganged into helping her move house. 

@ pressing /'presir)/ adj urgent, which 
needs to be done quickly 
press office /'pres .ofis/ noun an office in 
an organisation which is responsible for rela¬ 
tions with the media 

press officer /'pres .ofiso/ noun a person 
who works in a press office, in charge of an 
organisation’s relations with the media 
d> press release /'pres ri,li:s/ noun a 
sheet giving news about something which is 
sent to newspapers and TV and radio stations 
press-up /'pres Ap/ noun an exercise 
where you lie on the floor and push yourself 
up with your amis (NOTE: The US term is 
push-up.) 

3) pressure /'prejo/ noun 1. something 
which forces you to do something O Pressure 
from farmers forced the minister to change 
his mind. □ to put pressure on someone to 
do something to try to force someone to do 
something O They put pressure on the gov¬ 
ernment to build a new motorway. □ under 
pressure being forced to do something o He 
did it under pressure. O We’re under pres¬ 
sure to agree to a postponement. 2. the force 
of something such as air which is pushing or 
squeezing O There is not enough pressure in 
your tyres. 3. stress caused by having a lot of 
responsibility O He gave up his job in the 
bank because he couldn’t stand the pressure. 
pressure cooker /'prejo ,kuko/ noun a 
type of pan with a tight-fitting lid, which 
cooks food rapidly under pressure 


pretend 

<D pressure group /'prejo gruip/ noun a 
group of people who try to influence an or¬ 
ganisation, e.g. the government or the local 
town council 

pressurise /'prejoraiz/, pressurize verb 
1 . to increase air pressure inside a plane so 
that it is the same as the pressure on earth 2. 
to force someone to do something O She was 
pressurised to change her mind. 
pressurised /'prejoraizd/, pressurized 
adj (of an aircraft) which is kept at a constant 
atmospheric pressure which is the same as 
the pressure on earth 

(D prestige /pre'sti:3/ noun importance, 
e.g. because of high quality or high value. 
Antonym notoriety □ prestige offices or 
flats expensive offices or flats in a good area 
of the town O Our offices are old and func¬ 
tional, not prestige offices like theirs. 
prestigious /pre'stid 3 os/ adj which 
brings prestige. Antonym insignificant 
(D presumably /pri'zjuimobli/ adv proba¬ 
bly; as you think is true 
(D presume /pri'zjuim/ verb 1. to suppose 
or assume something O I presume this little 
bridge is safe for cars? O The jury has to pre¬ 
sume he is innocent until he is proved guilty. 
O She is presumed to have fled to South 
America. 2. □ not to presume to do some¬ 
thing not to do something because it would 
be rude to do it (formal) o I wouldn 't pre¬ 
sume to contradict her - she’s the expert. 
presumption /pri'zAmpJon/ noun 1. a 
thing which is assumed to be correct O We 
are working on the presumption that what he 
has said is in fact true. □ presumption of in¬ 
nocence the practice of assuming that some¬ 
one is innocent until a court has found him 
guilty 2. disrespectful behaviour, doing 
something when you have no right to do it O 
It’s sheer presumption for her to suggest that 
she could do the job better than me. 
presumptuous /pri'zAmptJuos/ adj rude 
or bold 

presuppose /.priiso'pouz/ verb to depend 
on something having already happened 
pretax /'priitaeks/ adj before tax is paid 
pretence /pri'tens/ noun 1 . the act of mak¬ 
ing someone believe something which is un¬ 
true, the action of pretending o He kept up 
the pretence of being in love with her while 
he was seeing another girl. O All this talk 
about his aristocratic connections is mere 
pretence or is just a pretence. O They made a 
pretence of being interested. 2. □ by false 
pretences by doing or saying something to 
cheat someone O He was sent to prison for 
obtaining money by false pretences. (NOTE: 
[all senses] The US spelling is pretense.) 

® pretend /pri'tend/ verb to make some¬ 
one believe you are something else, so as to 
trick them O He got into the house by pre- 
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pretender 

tending to be a telephone engineer. O She 
pretended she had flu and phoned to say she 
was having the day off. 

pretender /pri'tendo/ noun a person who 
has claims to something, usually a person 
who claims to be king although this is not ac¬ 
cepted by all the people 
pretension /pri'tenjon/ noun 1. a doubt¬ 
ful claim (NOTE: often plural) 2. a way of be¬ 
having that suggests you are more important 
than you are 

pretentious /pri'tenjos/ adj claiming to 
be more important than you are. Synonym af¬ 
fected. Antonym down-to-earth 
pretext /'priitekst/ noun an excuse for do¬ 
ing something which is not the real reason for 
doing it 

<D pretty /'priti/ adj pleasant to look at o 
Her daughters are very pretty. O She is pret¬ 
tier than her mother. O What a pretty little 
house! Synonym attractive. Antonym unat¬ 
tractive (NOTE: prettier - prettiest. Usually 
pretty is used of things or girls, not of boys 
or men.) ■ adv fairly ( informal ) o The pa¬ 
tient 's condition is pretty much the same as it 
was yesterday. O I’m pretty sure I’m right. O 
You did pretty well, considering it was the 
first time you had tried rock-climbing. Syn¬ 
onym rather 

(D prevail /pri'veil/ verb □ to prevail upon 
someone to do something to persuade some¬ 
one to do something ( formal ) o Can I prevail 
on you to make a speech? 
prevailing /pri'veilig/ adj usual, common 
prevailing wind /pri.veilir) 'wind/ noun 
a wind which usually blows from a certain 
direction 

(D prevalence /'prevolons/ noun the fact 
being very common or widespread. Synonym 

occurrence 

prevalent /'prevolont/ adj common, oc¬ 
curring frequently. Synonym predominant 
CS) prevent /pri'vent/ verb 1. to stop some¬ 
thing happening O We must tty to prevent 
any more flooding. 2. □ to prevent someone 
or something from doing something to stop 
someone or something doing something O 
We can’t do much to prevent the river from 
flooding. O The police prevented anyone 
from leaving the building. 

(D prevention /pri'venjon/ noun the pro¬ 
cess of stopping something from happening 
preventive detention /pri.ventiv di- 
1 ten Jon/ noun the practice of putting people 
in prison because they may cause a 
disturbance 

preventive medicine /pri.ventiv 
'med(o)s(o)n/ noun a medical action to pre¬ 
vent a disease from occurring 


pricey 

preview /'priivju:/ noun a private showing 
of a film or exhibition before it is open to the 
public 

(D previous /'pri:vios/ adj 1. former, ear¬ 
lier O The letter was sent to my previous ad¬ 
dress. O The gang of workers arrived the 
previous night and started work first thing in 
the morning. O I had spent the previous day 
getting to know my way round the town. Syn¬ 
onym preceding. Antonym subsequent □ 
he could not accept the invitation because 
he had a previous engagement he could not 
accept the invitation because he had earlier 
accepted another invitation to go somewhere 
2. □ previous to before O What job were you 
in, previous to this one? 

(D previously /'pri:viosli/ adv before o 
This is my first train trip to Paris - previ¬ 
ously I’ve always gone by plane. O The ar¬ 
rangements had been made six weeks 
previously. O At that time they were living in 
New York, and previously had lived in 
London. 

pre-war /'pri: wo:/ adj existing or happen¬ 
ing before a war 

prey /prei/ noun an animal eaten by another 
animal O Mice and small birds are the fa¬ 
vourite prey of owls. Antonym hunter ■ 
verb □ to prey on or upon to attack animals 
and eat them O Here the sharks mainly prey 
on seals. 

(D price /prais/ noun money which you 
have to pay to buy something O The price of 
petrol is going up. O I don’t want to pay such 
a high price for a hotel room. O There has 
been a sharp increase in house prices during 
the first six months of the year. □ to increase 
in price to become more expensive ■ verb to 
give something a price O The book is priced 
at £25. O That house won ’t sell - it is too 
highly priced. □ the company has priced it¬ 
self out of the market the company has 
raised its prices so high that its products do 
not sell 

priceless /'praislos/ adj 1. extremely valu¬ 
able O His priceless collection of paintings 
was destroyed in the fire. O This ring is quite 
priceless. 2. very funny O Some of the things 
she said were absolutely priceless. 

<D price tag /'prais taeg/ noun 1. a ticket 
with a price written on it O How much is this 
shirt? - The price tag has come off it. 2. a 
price at which something is for sale O car 
with a £50,000 price tag 
price war /'prais w oil, price-cutting war 
/'prais .kAtig wo:/ noun a competition be¬ 
tween companies to get a larger market share 
by cutting prices 

pricey /'praisi/ adj expensive ( informal) 
Synonym costly. Antonym cheap (NOTE: 
pricier - priciest) 
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prick 

prick /prik/ verb 1. to jab something with 
something sharp O She pricked her finger 
when she was picking roses. O I pricked my 
finger on a pin and had to put a plaster on it. 
2. □ to prick up your ears to listen atten¬ 
tively O When his name was mentioned I 
pricked up my ears. 

prickle /'prik(9)l/ noun a sharp point on a 
plant or animal 

prickly /'prikli/ adj 1. covered with prickles 
O a prickly holly bush O a prickly hedgehog 
2. (of a person) who takes offence easily O 
Be careful what you say to her — she’s very 
prickly. 

prickly heat /.prikli 'hi:t/ noun a skin rash 
caused by a hot climate 
prickly pear /.prikli 'peo/ noun a type of 
cactus with fruit shaped like a red pear 
@ pride /praid/ noun 1. a pleasure in your 
own ability or possessions O He takes great 
pride in his garden. 2. a very high opinion of 
yourself O His pride would not let him admit 
that he had made a mistake. □ ‘pride goes 
before a fall’ if you are very proud of your¬ 
self, you are likely to find yourself in trouble 
( saying ) 3. a group of lions ■ verb □ to 
pride oneself on something to be extremely 
proud of something O She prides herself on 
her cakes. 

(D priest /priist/ noun a person who has 
been blessed to serve God, to carry out for¬ 
mal religious duties 

priestess /prifstes/ noun a female priest 
in a non-Christian religion (NOTE: The plural 

is priestesses.) 

priesthood /'priisthud/ noun 1. □ the 
priesthood the position of a priest O At thirty 
he found he had a vocation for the priest¬ 
hood. 2. all priests considered as a group O 
The priesthood refused to accept the govern¬ 
ment ’s decree. 

prig /png/ noun an exceedingly moral and 
proud person 

priggish /' prigij/ adj very moral and proud 
prim /prim/ adj very correct, very easily 
shocked (NOTE: primmer - primmest) 
prima ballerina /.priimo baeb'riino/ 
noun the main female dancer in a ballet 
company 

primacy /'praimosi/ noun being in first 
place, being most important ( formal) 
prima donna /.priimo 'dona/ noun 1. the 
main female singer in an opera company 2. a 
person who thinks he or she is extremely im¬ 
portant and makes a fuss if things are not 
done in the way they want O He’s a real 
prima donna when it comes to choosing flow¬ 
ers for his office. 

prima facie /.praimo 'feiji/ adj, adv Latin 
as things seem at first 


primeval 

primal /'praim(o)l/ adj old, dating from the 
very earliest period or state 
@ primarily /'praim(3)rili/ adv mainly, 
mostly 

(D primary /'praimori/ adj main, basic o 
Our primary concern is the safety of our pas¬ 
sengers. ■ noun US a primary election o He 
won the New Hampshire primary. (NOTE: 

The plural is primaries.) 
primary education /.praimori edju- 
'keiJ(o)n/ noun the teaching of small 
children 

(D primary school /'praimori skuil/ noun 
a school for children up to the age of eleven 

(NOTE: The US term is elementary 
school.) 

primate /'praimeit/ noun an archbishop O 
The Archbishop of Canterbury is the Primate 
of all England. 

prime /praim/ adj 1. most important o The 
prime suspect in the case is the dead 
woman's husband. O She is a prime target 
for any kidnapper. O This is a prime example 
of what is wrong with this country. 2. of the 
best quality O prime Scottish beef ■ noun a 
period when you are at your best O He was at 
or in his prime when he won the champion¬ 
ship. Antonym nadir □ past your prime no 
longer at your best O At 35, she’s past her 
prime as a tennis player. ■ verb 1. to get 
something prepared O The bomb had been 
primed and would have exploded in ten min¬ 
utes. 2. to give wood or metal a first coat of 
special paint, before giving the top coat O 
The paint is coming off because the wood 
hadn’t been primed properly. 3. to put water 
into a water pump or oil into a machine, so as 
to start it working 4. □ to prime someone to 
do something to prepare someone in ad¬ 
vance to do something by giving them infor¬ 
mation, advice, etc. O She came primed with 
a few questions which would embarrass the 
speaker. 

Prime Minister /praim 'ministo/ noun 
the head of the government in Britain and 
other countries O the Australian Prime Min¬ 
ister or the Prime Minister of Australia O She 
cut out the picture of the Prime Minister from 
the newspaper. O The Prime Minister will 
address the nation at 6 o ’clock tonight. 
prime number /praim 'nAmbo/ noun a 
number such as 2, 5, or 11 which can only be 
divided by itself or by 1 
primer /'praimo/ noun 1. a special paint 
which is put on bare wood before giving the 
top coats 2. a book with simple instructions 
or that is an introduction to a subject. Syn¬ 
onym textbook 

primeval /prai'mi:v(o)l/ adj 1. referring to 
the period at the beginning of the world’s ex¬ 
istence O the primeval forest 2. same as 

primal 
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primitive 

primitive /'primitiv/ adj 1. referring to the 
very early stages in the development of 
something such as a plant or animal O primi¬ 
tive life forms 2. rough or crude O They live 
in a primitive hut in the woods. O The system 
is a bit primitive but it works. 
primrose /'primrsuz/ noun a small pale 
yellow spring flower 

(3) prince /prins/ noun the son of a king or 
queen 

princely /'prins(s)li/ adj like a prince □ a 
princely sum a large sum of money O / 
started work at the princely sum of £10 a 
week. (NOTE: often used humorously to refer 
to a sum of money that you think is not large 
enough) 

(S> princess /prin'ses/ noun 1. the daughter 
of a king or queen O Once upon a time a 
beautiful princess lived in a castle by the 
edge of the forest. 2. the wife of a prince 
(NOTE: also used as a title before a name: 
Princess Sophia. The plural is princesses.) 
(D principal /'prinsip(s)l/ adj most impor¬ 
tant O The country’s principal products are 
paper and wood. O She played a principal 
role in setting up the organisation. Synonym 
main ■ noun 1. the head of a school or col¬ 
lege O The principal wants to see you in her 
office. 2. a main performer in a theatrical per¬ 
formance O The principals were quite good 
but the chorus was awful. 3. money on which 
interest is paid, capital which has been in¬ 
vested O Up to now you’ve been paying in¬ 
terest, but now you can start repaying some 
of the principal. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
principle.) 

principality /.prinsi'paeliti/ noun 1. a 
country ruled by a prince O the Principality 
of Monaco (NOTE: The plural is principali¬ 
ties.) 2. □ the Principality Wales 
principally /'prinsip(s)li/ adv mainly 
(D principle /'prinsip(s)l/ noun 1. a gen¬ 
eral rule O the principles of nuclear physics 
O It is a principle in our system of justice that 
a person is innocent until he is proved guilty. 
□ in principle in agreement with the general 
rule O I agree in principle, but we need to 
discuss some of the details more thoroughly. 
O In principle, the results should be the same 
every time you do the experiment. 2. a per¬ 
sonal sense of what is right O She’s a woman 
of very strong principles. O It’s against my 
principles to work on a Sunday. □ on princi¬ 
ple because of what you believe O She re¬ 
fuses to eat meat on principle. 
principled /'prinsip(s)ld/ adj based or act¬ 
ing on firmly held moral principles 
(D print /print/ noun 1. a mark made on 
something O The print of a dinosaur’s foot 
has been preserved in this rock. O The police 
examined the tyre prints left by the vehicle. 2. 
letters printed on a page O I can’t read this 


prioritise 

book - the print is too small. □ the small 
print, the line print the conditions on a con¬ 
tract, usually printed in very small letters O 
Don’t forget to check the fine print before 
you sign the contract. 3. a picture or photo¬ 
graph which has been printed O The print is 
very blurred. O I’m going to have some more 
prints made of this photo. ■ verb 1. to mark 
letters or pictures on paper with a machine, 
and so produce a book, leaflet or newspaper 
etc. O The book is printed directly from a 
computer disk. O We had five hundred copies 
of the leaflet printed. 2. to write capital let¬ 
ters or letters which are not joined together O 
Print your name in the space below. 3. to re¬ 
produce an image O We printed the picture of 
the castle on our T-shirts. 
printable /'printsb(s)l/ adj fit to be printed 
and published 

(D printed /'printid/ adj produced on paper 
using a printing press 

printed circuit board /.printid 's3ikit 
bo:d/ noun a card with metal tracks printed 
or etched on it, which forms an electrical 
connection when other elements are fitted 
onto it. Abbr PCB 

printed matter /'printid .meets/ noun pa¬ 
per with printing on it, such as leaflets, 
books, newspapers or magazines 
(D printer /'prints/ noun 1. a person or 
company that prints books, newspapers, etc. 
O The book has gone to the printer, and we 
should have copies next week. 2. a machine 
which prints 

d> printing /'printig/ noun 1. the art, busi¬ 
ness and process of printing books, newspa¬ 
pers, etc. O Errors may have crept into the 
text during printing. 2. a number of copies of 
a book printed at the same time O The book 
was published with a first printing of 5,000 
copies. O The second printing has sold out 
and a third has been ordered. 
printing press /'printig pres/ noun a ma¬ 
chine for printing books, newspapers, etc. 

(D print out /.print 'aut/ verb to print infor¬ 
mation from a computer through a printer O 
She printed out three copies of the letter. 

(D printout /'printaut/ noun printed infor¬ 
mation from a computer 
d> prior /'prais/ adj 1. before; previous o 
The house can be visited by prior arrange¬ 
ment with the owner. O I had to refuse her in¬ 
vitation because I had a prior engagement in 
London. □ without prior agreement without 
any agreement in advance 2. □ prior to be¬ 
fore ( formal) O They had left prior to my ar¬ 
rival. ■ noun the man who is head of a priory 
O The prior has been summoned to Rome. 
prioritise /prai'nri.taiz/, prioritize verb to 
rank things according to importance or 
urgency 
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priority 

(D priority /prai'oriti/ noun 1. a right to be 
first □ to have priority over something, to 
take priority over something to be more 
important than something, to need to be done 
first O People with serious injuries have pri¬ 
ority over those with only cuts and bruises. □ 
to give something top priority to make 
something the most important item O We 
should give top priority to solving our own fi¬ 
nancial problems. O The President wants us 
to give the problem top priority. 2. a thing 
which has to be done first O Finding some¬ 
where to stay the night was our main 
priority. 

prise /praiz/ verb □ to prise something 
open to lift something open with force O He 
prised the lid open with a metal bar. 
prism /'pnz^m/ noun a glass block, usu¬ 
ally with a cross-section shaped like a trian¬ 
gle, which splits white light up into the 
colours of the rainbow 

(D prison /'priz(o)n/ noun a building where 
people are kept when they are being punished 
for a crime O The judge sent him to prison for 
five years. O His father's in prison for bur¬ 
glary. (NOTE: Prison is often used without 
the article the.) 

(D prisoner /'priz(9)n9/ noun a person who 
is in prison O The prisoners were taken away 
in a police van. 

prisoner of war /'pnz(o)n3 av wo:/ noun 
a member of the armed forces captured by 
the enemy in time of war. Abbr POW 
pristine /'pristiin/ adj fresh like new 
privacy /'privosi/ noun not being disturbed 
by other people 

3) private /'praivot/ adj 1. which belongs 
to one person, not to everyone o He flew 
there in his private jet. 2. which refers to one 
particular person and should kept secret from 
others O You have no right to interfere in my 
private affairs. O This is a private discussion 
between me and my son. □ in private away 
from other people o She asked to see the 
teacher in private. ■ noun an ordinary sol¬ 
dier of the lowest rank (NOTE: can be used 
with the surname: Private Jones) 

<D private detective /.praivat di'tektiv/ 
noun a detective who is not part of a police 
force, and works for a fee 
private education /.praivat edju- 
’keiKa)^ noun the practice of teaching in 
private schools, where the students pay fees 
private enterprise /.praivat 'entspraiz/ 
noun businesses that are owned and run by 
individuals or groups, not by the state 
private eye /,praiv3t 'ai/ noun a detective 
who is not a member of the police force and 
is employed by an ordinary person ( informal ) 
privately /'praivatli/ adv 1. in private o / 
spoke to her privately about it. 2. not telling 
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anyone O Privately, he thought she was a 
fool. 3. referring to private individuals O a 
privately owned railway 
private practice /.praivat 'praektis/ 
noun a doctor’s or dentist’s practice where 
the clients pay, as opposed to one which is 
part of the National Health Service 
private property /.praivst 'propsti/ 
noun property which belongs to a private 
person, not to the public 
private school /'praivst skuil/ noun a 
school that is not run by the state and which 
the students have to pay to attend. Compare 
public school 

private secretary /.praivat 'sekrit(»ri/ 
noun someone who deals with an important 
person’s correspondence and affairs 
private sector /'praivst .sekts/ noun 
companies which are listed on the stock ex¬ 
change or owned by individuals, and not by 
the government 

private view /,praiv3t 'vju:/ noun the 
showing of an exhibition to specially invited 
guests, before it is open to the public 
(D privatisation /.praivatai'zei^a)^, pri¬ 
vatization noun the act of privatising 
privatise /'praivataiz/, privatize verb to 
return a nationalised industry to private own¬ 
ership by selling shares in it on the stock ex¬ 
change. Antonym nationalise 
privet /'privat/ noun a common shrub with 
small green or yellow leaves, used for garden 
hedges 

(D privilege /'privilid 3 / noun a favour or 
right granted to some people but not to 
everyone 

privileged /'privilid 3 d/ adj who has a spe¬ 
cial advantage 

Privy Councillor /.privi 'kaunssls/ noun 
a member of the Privy Council 
(D prize /praiz/ noun something given to a 
winner O He won first prize in the music 
competition. O He answered all the questions 
correctly and claimed the prize. O The prize 
was awarded jointly to the young British and 
Russian competitors. Synonym award ■ adj 
which has won a prize because of being of 
good quality O He showed a prize sheep at 
the agricultural show. ■ verb to value some¬ 
thing highly O I prize his friendship particu¬ 
larly. Synonym treasure 
prizewinner /'praizwins/ noun someone 
who has won a prize 

prizewinning /'praizwinig/ adj that has 
won a prize. Synonym award-winning. Ant¬ 
onym unsuccessful 

pro /prau/ prefix in favour of O the 
pro-European lobby ■ prep in favour of O 
She’s very pro fox-hunting. ■ noun (infor¬ 
mal) 1. a professional sportsperson, actor or 
musician 2. someone who does something 
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proactive 

very well because they have been doing it for 
a long time 

proactive /prou'asktiv/ adj working by 
starting actions yourself, rather than reacting 
to what other people do. Antonym passive 
(§> probability /.probo'biliti/ noun the 
quality of being probable. Synonym likeli¬ 
hood □ in all probability very probably O 
In all probability they will get married at 
Easter. 

probable /'prDbob(o)l/ adj likely 
(D probably /'prDbobli/ adv likely to hap¬ 
pen O We ’re probably going to Spain for our 
holidays. O My father is probably going to 
retire next year. O Are you going to Spain as 
usual this year? — Very probably. 
probate /'proubeit/ noun the acceptance in 
law that a document such as a will is valid 
(D probation /pro'beiJXojn/ noun 1. a legal 
system for dealing with criminals where they 
are not sent to prison provided that they con¬ 
tinue to behave well under the supervision of 
a probation officer O She was put on proba¬ 
tion for one year or was put on one year ’s 
probation. 2. a period when a new employee 
is being tested before being given a perma¬ 
nent job □ on probation being tested O We 
are employing him on three months ’ proba¬ 
tion. O She can’t have a pay rise as she is 
still on probation. 

probationary /pro'beiJXojn^jri/ adj re¬ 
ferring to a time when a person is on 
probation 

probation officer /pro'beiJ(o)n .ofiso/ 
noun an official of the social services who 
supervises young people on probation 
(3) probe /proub/ noun a thorough investi¬ 
gation O a police probe into organised crime 
■ verb to examine something deeply o / 
don’t want the police to start probing into my 
financial affairs. O The surgeon probed the 
wound to try to find the bullet. Synonym 
investigate 

(D problem /'prDblom/ noun 1. something 
or someone which causes difficulty □ to pose 
a problem to be something that is difficult to 
change or improve O What to do with truants 
poses a problem for the schools. □ to solve a 
problem to find an answer to a problem O 
The police are trying to solve the problem of 
how the thieves got into the house. O We have 
called in an expert to solve our computer 
problem. □ no problem fine, that will be 
easy 2. a question in a test O Half the stu¬ 
dents couldn’t do all the problems in the 
maths test. 

proboscis /prou'bosis/ noun a long tube 
coming from the head of an animal, such as 
the trunk of an elephant or the sting of a mos¬ 
quito (NOTE: The plural is proboscises.) 
procedural /pro'siidsorol/ adj referring to 
procedure. Synonym technical 


proclamation 

(D procedure /pro'si:d 3 o/ noun 1. the way 
in which something ought to be earned out O 
To obtain permission to build a new house 
you need to follow the correct procedure. □ 
this procedure is very irregular this is not 
the correct way to do something 2. a medical 
treatment O a new procedure for treating 
cases of drug addiction 
(D proceed /pro'siid/ verb 1. to go further 
O He proceeded down the High Street to¬ 
wards the river. 2. to do something after 
something else O The students then pro¬ 
ceeded to shout and throw bottles at passing 
cars. 3. □ to proceed with something to go 
on doing something O Shall we proceed with 
the committee meeting? 

<D proceed against /pro'siid o.geinst/ 
verb to start a lawsuit against someone 
d> proceedings /pro'si:digz/ plural noun 
a report of what takes place at a meeting O 
the proceedings of the Archaeological 
Society 

d> proceeds /'prousiidz/ plural noun 
money which you receive when you sell 
something O She sold her house and invested 
the proceeds in a little shop. O All the pro¬ 
ceeds of the village fair go to charity. 

(D process /'prouses/ noun 1. the method 
of making something O a new process for ex¬ 
tracting oil from coal, t peace process 
(NOTE: The plural is processes.) 2. □ in the 
process of doing something while doing 
something O She interrupted me while I was 
in the process of writing my report. O We 
were in the process of moving to London 
when I had the offer of a job in Australia. ■ 
verb 1. to manufacture goods from raw mate¬ 
rials O The uranium has to be processed be¬ 
fore it can be used in a nuclear reactor. 2. to 
deal with a claim or bill, etc. in the usual rou¬ 
tine way O to process an insurance claim O 
Orders are processed in our warehouse. 3. to 
sort out information, especially using a com¬ 
puter O The computer processes the data and 
then prints it out. 4. /prou'ses/ to walk in a 
procession O The peers and peeresses pro¬ 
cessed into Westminster Abbey. 
procession /pro'seJXojn/ noun a group of 
people walking in line, sometimes to music □ 
in procession in a line as part of a ceremony 
O The people who have received their de¬ 
grees will walk in procession through the 
university grounds. 

processor /'prouseso/ noun 1. a machine 
that processes O Mix the ingredients in a food 
processor. 2. a computer which processes 
information 

d> proclaim /pro'kleim/ verb to make an 
official statement in public 
proclamation ^prDklo'meiJXojn/ noun an 
official public statement 
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proclivity /prou'kliviti/ noun a natural 
tendency, usually to do something bad. Syn¬ 
onym liking 

procrastinate /prou'kraestineit/ verb to 
delay, to postpone something until later 
procure /pro'kjuo/ verb 1. to obtain some¬ 
thing O Somehow he had managed to pro¬ 
cure the equipment he needed without 
anyone knowing. O We need to procure a 
map of the area. 2. to arrange for a woman to 
provide sexual intercourse for money 
procurement /pro'kjuomont/ noun the 
obtaining of equipment or supplies 
procurer /pro'kjuoro/ noun a person who 
provides prostitutes for sex. Synonym buyer 
prod /prod/ noun a poke o He gave the pig 
a prod with his stick. O He gave me a prod in 
the ribs. Synonym nudge □ to give someone 
a prod to nudge someone, to try to get some¬ 
one to do something O He’s late with his 
work - better give him a prod. ■ verb 1. to 
poke someone or something with a finger or 
stick O He prodded the pig with his stick. 2. 
□ to prod someone into doing something to 
do something to persuade someone to take 
action O The group tried to prod the govern¬ 
ment into action or into taking some sort of 
action. 

prodigal /'prDdig(3)l/ adj wasteful, espe¬ 
cially of money. Antonym cautious 
prodigious /pro'did33s/ adj 1. enormous, 
very powerful O The children ate a prodi¬ 
gious quantity of cakes. O He used his prodi¬ 
gious strength to lift up the trunk. 2. 
extraordinary O He’s a prodigious writer of 
children’s stories. 

prodigiously /pro'did 3 osli/ adv 
enormously 

prodigy /'prad^i/ noun 1. a remarkable 
person, usually a young person O By the age 
of ten he was already a mathematical prod¬ 
igy. 2. an extraordinary action O The firemen 
performed prodigies of bravery. (NOTE: The 
plural is prodigies.) 

(D produce noun /'pradjuis/ things grown 
on the land O vegetables and other garden 
produce Synonym crop (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with product.) ■ i/e/ib/prDd'juis/ 1. to 
show or bring out something O The tax office 
asked him to produce the relevant docu¬ 
ments. O He produced a bundle of notes from 
his inside pocket. O The factory produces 
cars and trucks. 2. to put on a play or film, 
etc. O She is producing ‘Hamlet’ for the local 
drama club. 3. to make O The factory pro¬ 
duces cars and trucks. 4. to grow crops, to 
give birth to young O The region produces 
enough rice to supply the needs of the whole 
country. O Our cat has produced six kittens. 

(D producer /pro'djuiso/ noun 1. a com¬ 
pany or country which makes or grows some¬ 
thing O an important producer of steel O The 


company is a major car producer. 2. a person 
who is in overall charge, especially of the fi¬ 
nancing, of a film or play, but does not deal 
with the technical details. Compare director 
(J) product /'prodAkt/ noun 1. a thing 
which is manufactured O Germany is helping 
her industry to sell more products abroad. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with produce.) 2. (in 
mathematics) a number which is the result 
when numbers are multiplied O The product 
of 4 times 10 is 40. 

(J) production /pro'dAkJon/ noun 1. man¬ 
ufacturing O We are trying to step up produc¬ 
tion. O Production will probably be held up 
by the strike. 2. putting on a play or film O 
The film is currently in production at 
Teddington Studios. 3. a particular way of 
putting on a play O Have you seen the pro¬ 
duction of ‘Henry V’ at the Globe Theatre? 
4. showing something □ on production of 
when something is shown O Goods bought 
can be exchanged only on production of the 
sales slip. 

production line /pro'dAkJon lain/ noun 
a system of making a product, where each 
item such as a car moves slowly through the 
factory with new sections being added to it as 
it goes along 

productive /pro'dAktrv/ adj which pro¬ 
duces results □ a productive meeting a use¬ 
ful meeting which should lead to an 
agreement O We had a very productive morn¬ 
ing - all the remaining problems were ironed 
out. 

productivity /.prodAk'tiviti/ noun the 
rate of output, rate of production in a factory. 
Synonym output 

Prof abbr professor o Prof Stanley Ridge 
profane /pro'fein/ adj 1. not religious o 
sacred and profane art O using profane lan¬ 
guage 2. blasphemous, rude towards God or 
religion O She was accused of using profane 
language. ■ verb to treat something sacred 
with disrespect O How dare you profane the 
memory of your great father! 
profanity /pro'fasniti/ noun swearing, bad 
language. Synonym blasphemy (NOTE: The 
plural is profanities.) 

profess /pro'fes/ verb to declare 
something 

professed /pro'fest/ adj declared 
(D profession /pr3'fej(9)n/ noun 1. work 
which needs special training, skill or knowl¬ 
edge O the legal profession O the medical 
profession O the teaching profession O She is 
an accountant by profession. 2. the declara¬ 
tion of belief in something O a profession of 
faith 

(J) professional /pro'feJ(o)n(3)l/ adj 1. re¬ 
ferring to a profession O He keeps his profes¬ 
sional life and his private life completely 
separate. 2. expert or skilled O They did a 


professionalism 665 program 


very professional job in designing the new of¬ 
fice. 3. (of sportsmen) who is paid to play o 
a professional footballer ■ noun 1. an expert 
O Don’t try to deal with the problem yourself 
- get a professional in. 2. a sportsman who is 
paid to play O For many years, professionals 
were not allowed to compete in the Olympics. 
O He ran as an amateur for several years, 
then turned professional. 3. a sportsman who 
teaches others o a golf professional 
professionalism /pro 1 f e J (o)noliz(o)m/ 
noun 1. being an expert, having skill o Peo¬ 
ple admired the professionalism with which 
he dealt with the problem. 2. paying sports¬ 
men to play O What effect will professional¬ 
ism have on the game of rugby? 
professionally /pro'feJ\o)noli/ adv 1. as 
a professional O Acting is her hobby, but 
she ’d like to do it professionally. 2. by pro¬ 
fessionals O We had the house redecorated 
professionally. 

professional misconduct /pro- 
,feJ(o)n(o)l mis'kDndAkt/ noun behaviour 
by a member of a profession, such as a law¬ 
yer or accountant or doctor, which the body 
regulating that profession considers to be 
wrong 

professor /pro'feso/ noun 1. the most se¬ 
nior teacher in a subject at a university O a 
professor of English O an economics profes¬ 
sor 2. the title taken by some teachers of mu¬ 
sic and art O She goes to Professor Smith for 
piano lessons. (NOTE: used as a title before 
a name: Professor Smith) 
professorial /.profo'soiriol/ adj referring 
to a professor 

professorship /pro'fesojip/ noun the po¬ 
sition of professor at a university O He ac¬ 
cepted a professorship in Canada. 
proffer /'profo/ verb to offer something 
proficiency /pro'fiJXojnsi/ noun a skill in 
doing something. Antonym incompetence 
proficient /pro'fiJXojnt/ adj skilful, able to 
do something well. Synonym capable □ to 
be proficient at or in something to be very 
capable of doing something well O Pm not 
very proficient at mental arithmetic. O By the 
summer I had become reasonably proficient 
in German. 

(D profile /'proufail/ noun 1. a view of 
someone’s head, seen from the side O a pho¬ 
tograph showing her in profde 2. □ to keep 
or maintain a low profile to be quiet, not to 
be obvious O It would be better if you kept a 
low profde until all the fuss has died down. □ 
to keep or maintain a high profile to keep 
yourself in the view of the public O A politi¬ 
cian needs to keep a high profde. O Advertis¬ 
ing helps to maintain the company’s high 
profile. 3. a short biography of a famous per¬ 
son in a newspaper O There’s a profile of the 
Chancellor in the Sunday paper. 


(D profit /'profit/ noun money you gain 
from selling something which is more than 
the money you paid for it O The sale pro¬ 
duced a good profit or a handsome profit. □ 
to make a profit to have more money as a 
result of a deal O We aim to make a quick 
profit. O We made a large profit when we 
sold our house. O It you don’t make a profit 
you will soon be out of business. □ to show a 
profit to make a profit and put it in the com¬ 
pany accounts O We are showing a small 
profit for the first quarter. □ to take your 
profit to sell shares at a higher price than you 
paid for them, rather than to keep them as an 
investment ■ verb □ to profit from to gain 
from ( formal) O I profited from her advice. 

® profitability /.profito'biliti/ noun the 
fact of being able to produce a profit 
profitable /'profit3b(o)l/ adj likely to pro¬ 
duce a profit 

profitably /'profitable adv\. at a profit o 
Make sure the money is profitably invested. 
2. usefully O I spent the week very profitably 
doing research in the library. 
profit margin /'profit .maidsin/ noun the 
percentage of money gained against money 
paid out 

profligate /'profligat/ adj very extrava¬ 
gant ( formal) 

proforma /prau'foima/ noun an invoice 
sent asking a purchaser to pay in advance be¬ 
fore the goods are sent 
profound /pra'faund/ adj very serious, 
very deep 

profoundly /pra'faundli/ adv very seri¬ 
ously, completely. Synonym intensely 
profuse /pra'fjuis/ adj abundant, exces¬ 
sive. Synonym plentiful. Antonym scanty 
profusion /pra'fju: 3 (a)n/ noun a very 
large quantity. Synonym abundance. Ant¬ 
onym dearth □ in profusion in large quanti¬ 
ties O There are wild flowers in profusion in 
the countryside in early summer. 
progeny /'prod 3 ani/ noun children (note: 
takes a plural verb) 

progesterone /prau'd 3 estaraun/ noun a 
sex hormone produced in the second part of 
the menstrual cycle which stimulates the for¬ 
mation of the placenta if an ovum is ferti¬ 
lised. Synthetic forms are also used as 
contraceptives. Compare testosterone 
prognosis /prog'nausis/ noun an opinion 
of how something, such as a disease, will de¬ 
velop. Synonym forecast □ this cancer has 
a prognosis of about two years the patient 
will die within two years unless the cancer is 
stopped 

(D program /'praugrasm/ noun instructions 
given to a computer O to load a program O to 
run a program O a graphics program O a 
word-processing program ■ verb to give in- 


programme 

structions to a computer O The computer is 
programmed to print labels. 

® programme /'prougrsem/ noun 1. a TV 
or radio show O We watched a programme 
on life in the 17th century. O There’s a foot¬ 
ball programme after the news. O I want to 
listen to the phone-in programme at 9.15. O 
There are no good television programmes to¬ 
night. 2. a paper in a theatre or at a sports 
event, which gives information about the 
show O The programme gives a list of the ac¬ 
tors. ■ verb to arrange programmes on TV or 
radio O The new chat show is programmed to 
compete with the gardening programme on 
the other channel. (NOTE: [all verb senses] 
The US spelling is program.) 

<S> programmer /'prougraemo/ noun 1. a 
person who programs a computer O The pro¬ 
grammers made a few alterations to our soft¬ 
ware. 2. a person who programmes TV or 
radio shows O Programmers are always try¬ 
ing to win audiences from other channels. 
programming /'prougraemir)/ noun the 
process of creating computer programs 
programming language /'prougraemir) 
,laepgwid 3 / noun a system of signs and 
words used to program a computer 
© progress noun /'prougres/ 1. a move¬ 
ment forwards O We are making good prog¬ 
ress towards finishing the house. (NOTE: no 
plural) 2. □ in progress which is happening 
or being done o The meeting is still in prog¬ 
ress. O We still have a lot of work in prog¬ 
ress. ■ verb /prou'gres/ to advance o Work 
on the bypass is progressing slowly. 
progress chaser /'prougres .tjeiso/ 
noun a person whose job is to check that 
work is being carried out on schedule or that 
orders are fulfilled on time 
@ progression /prou'greJ(o)n/ noun an 
advance, a movement forwards 
progressive /pro'gresiv/ adj 1. (of move¬ 
ment) in stages O 1 have noticed a progres¬ 
sive improvement in your work. 2. (of ideas) 
advanced O They elected a leader with pro¬ 
gressive views on education. 
progressively /prou'gresivli/ adv by 
stages. Synonym increasingly. Antonym 
suddenly 

prohibit /prou'hibit/ verb to say that 
something must not be done. Synonym for¬ 
bid. Antonym permit 

prohibition /.proui'biJXojn/ noun the act 
of forbidding something. Synonym ban. 
Antonym permission 

prohibitive /prou'hibitiv/ adj so expen¬ 
sive that you cannot afford it. Antonym 

affordable 

3) project noun /'prod 3 ekt/ 1. a plan, 
scheme O We are working on a building pro¬ 
ject. O Her project is to write the history of 


prolonged 

her village. 2. work planned by students on 
their own O She asked her teacher for some 
pointers to help her with her project. ■ verb 
/pro'd 3 ekt/ 1 . to plan something, to expect 
to do something O They are projecting to 
build a new science park near the university. 
2. to send a picture onto a screen O The lec¬ 
turer projected slides of his visit to the Arc¬ 
tic. 3. to forecast something from existing 
data O They projected sales of over £10m. 
projected /pro'd 3 ektid/ adj 1. which has 
been planned O We had to abandon our pro¬ 
jected American trip. O This is the site of the 
projected factory. 2. which has been forecast 
O Here are the projected sales figures for 
next year. 

projectile /pro'd 3 ektail/ noun a thing 
which is thrown, or fired from a gun 
© projection /pro'd 3 ekJon/ noun 1. a cal¬ 
culation of something which is forecast for 
the future O We have made a projection of 
the additional housing needed in this area by 
the year 2010. O Computer projections fore¬ 
cast an easy win for the government. 2. a 
thing which sticks out O She gashed her arm 
on a sharp projection of rock. 3. the action of 
projecting a picture onto a screen 
projector /pro'd 3 ekto/ noun a machine 
which sends pictures onto a screen 
proletarian ^proulo'teorion/ adj referring 
to the working class. Antonym aristocratic 
proletariat /.proub'teoriot/ noun □ the 
proletariat the working class, especially 
manual and industrial workers and their fam¬ 
ilies O In the nineteenth century, in most 
countries the peasantry still vastly outnum¬ 
bered the proletariat. O The proletariat were 
considered incapable of organising them¬ 
selves as a political force. 
proliferate /pro'liforeit/ verb to increase 
quickly in number (formal) 
proliferation /pro.lifo'reiJXojn/ noun a 
rapid spread. Synonym propagation 
prolific /pro'lifik/ adj 1 . producing many 
children, fruit or other offspring O Rabbits 
are notoriously prolific. 2. producing a lot of 
something O He’s a prolific writer of travel 
guides. 

prologue /'proulog/ noun 1 . a piece spo¬ 
ken as the introduction of a play or poem O 
The prologue sets the scene and introduces 
the main characters. Compare epilogue 2. a 
preliminary event that leads on to something 
else O The discussions between Foreign Min¬ 
isters are a prologue to the signing of a 
full-scale treaty. (NOTE: [all senses] The US 
spelling is prolog.) 

prolong /pro'log/ verb to make something 
longer. Synonym extend. Antonym curtail 
prolonged /pro'lDrjd/ adj lasting for a long 
time. Synonym lengthy 
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prom 

prom /prom/ noun 1. a promenade O Let’s 
go for a stroll along the prom. 2. US a school 
dance O They met at the High School prom. 
promenade /.proms'naid/ noun a walk¬ 
way built along the side of the sea o We 
stood on the promenade and looked out to 
sea. O Our hotel was right on the promenade. 
■ verb to walk about casually ( formal ) o We 
promenaded up and down the Champs 
Elysees. 

prominence /'prominsns/ noun 1. being 
important or famous O He first rose to promi¬ 
nence in the 1960s. 2. □ to give prominence 
to something to emphasise something O The 
newspapers gave too much prominence to 
that part of the speech. 3. a piece of land 
which stands out higher than the rest O The 
castle stands on a prominence overlooking a 
bend in the river. 

prominent /'prominsnt/ adj 1. standing 
out, easily seen O She has a very prominent 
nose. 2. famous or important O a prominent 
trade union leader O They assassinated a 
prominent member of the ruling party. 
prominently /'prominsntli/ adv easily 
seen 

promiscuous /prs'miskjuss/ adj who 
has sexual relations with many people. Syn¬ 
onym immoral 

© promise /'promis/ noun 1. the act of 
saying that you will definitely do something 
O But you made a promise not to tell anyone 
else and now you’ve told my mother! O I’ll 
pay you back on Friday - that’s a promise. □ 
to go back on a promise, to break a prom¬ 
ise not to do what you said you would do O 
The management went back on its promise to 
increase salaries. O He broke his promise to 
take her to Mexico on holiday. □ to keep a 
promise to do what you said you would do o 
He says he will pay next week, but he never 
keeps his promises. O She kept her promise to 
write to him every day. i> lick 2. □ to show 
promise to make people feel that you will do 
well in the future O This year’s students cer¬ 
tainly show promise. ■ verb 1. to give your 
word that you will definitely do something O 
They promised to be back for supper. O You 
must promise to bring the computer back 
when you have finished with it. O He prom¬ 
ised he would look into the problem. O She 
promised the staff an extra week’s holiday 
but it never materialised. 2. to look as if 
something will happen O The meeting prom¬ 
ises to be very interesting. 

© promising /'promisir)/ adj 1. who is 
likely to succeed O She’s the most promising 
candidate we have interviewed so far. 2. 
good, and likely to become much better o 
The results of the antibiotic have been very 
promising. O The economic situation looks 
much more promising than it did a year ago. 


pronounce 

promontory /'promsnt(s)ri/ noun a piece 
of high land jutting out into the sea (NOTE: 
The plural is promontories.) 

© promote /prs'msut/ verb 1. to give 
someone a better job O He was promoted 
from salesman to sales manager. 2. to make 
sure that people know about a product or ser¬ 
vice, by advertising it O There are posters all 
over the place promoting the new night club. 
3. to encourage something O The club’s aim 
is to promote gardening. 

© promoter /prs'msuts/ noun □ a boxing 
promoter a person who organises boxing 
matches 

© promotion /prs'msuf(s)n/ noun 1. a 
move to a better job O He ruined his chances 
of promotion when he argued with the boss. 
2. advertising of a new product O We ’re giv¬ 
ing away small bottles of shampoo as a 
promotion. 

promotional /pr3'mouJ(3)n(3)l/ adj used 
in an advertising campaign. Synonym 

publicity 

prompt /prompt/ adj done immediately O 
Thank you for your prompt reply. (NOTE: 
prompter - promptest) ■ verb 1. to sug¬ 
gest to someone that he should do something 
O It prompted him to write to the local paper. 
2. to tell an actor words which he has forgot¬ 
ten O He had to be prompted in the middle of 
a long speech. ■ noun a message to a com¬ 
puter user, telling him to do something O The 
prompt came up on the screen telling me to 
insert the disk in drive A. Synonym stimulus 
prompter /'prompts/ noun a person who 
prompts an actor 

prompting /'promptir)/ noun the action of 
persuading someone to do something. Syn¬ 
onym encouragement 
© promptly /'promptli/ adv immediately; 
rapidly 

promptness /'promptnss/ noun 
quickness 

promulgate /'promslgeit/ verb to make a 
law known to the public 
prone /prsun/ adj 1. lying flat o They 
found her lying prone on the floor. 2. □ 
prone to likely to do something, likely to 
suffer from something O When you 're tired 
you are prone to make mistakes. O He’s 
prone to chest infections. □ accident-prone 
likely to have accidents often o The new 
waitress seems to be accident-prone. 
prong /prop/ noun one of the sharp points 
of a fork 

© pronoun /'prsunaun/ noun a word used 
instead of a noun, such as ‘I’, ‘you’, ‘he’, 
‘she’ and ‘if 

pronounce /prs'nauns/ verb 1. to speak 
sounds which form a word O How do you 
pronounce ‘ Paris’ in French? 2. to state 
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pronounced 

something officially O He was pronounced 
dead on arrival at hospital. O The priest pro¬ 
nounced them man and wife. 
pronounced /pro'naunst/ adj noticeable. 
Synonym marked 

pronouncement /pro'naunsmont/ noun 
an official or formal statement 
pronunciation /pro, n Ansi'eiJ(o)n/ noun 
a way of speaking words O What’s the cor¬ 
rect pronunciation of ‘controversy’? O You 
should try to improve your pronunciation by 
taking lessons from native speakers. 

(D proof /pruif/ noun 1. a thing which 
proves or which shows that something is true 
O The police have no proof that he committed 
the murder. 2. a sheet with text or pictures 
printed on it, for the publisher, author or de¬ 
signer to look at and make corrections o She 
has a pile of proofs to check. O He was look¬ 
ing at the first proofs of his latest etching. ■ 
adj □ proof against safe from, not affected 
by O After it has been treated, the wood is 
proof against insects and rot. O No one was 
proof against her charms. 

-proof /pruif/ suffix which prevents some¬ 
thing getting in, getting out or harming O a 
dustproof cover O a soundproof studio 
proofread /'pruifriid/ verb to read proofs 
and make corrections to them (NOTE: proof¬ 
reading - proofread /'pruifred/) 
proofreader /'pruifriido/ noun a person 
who reads proofs and corrects them 
prop /prop/ noun 1 . a support or stick 
which holds something up O I used a 
piece of wood as a prop to keep the win¬ 
dow open. 2. (in rugby) a forward in the 
front row of the scrum O He plays prop 
in the England pack. ■ verb to support 
something O He propped up the table with a 
pile of books. O She propped the door open 
with a brick. Synonym hold up (NOTE: 
propping - propped) 
propaganda /.propo'gsendo/ noun the 
spreading of false or biased information 
about something which you want the public 
to believe 

propagate /'propogeit/ verb 1. to produce 
new plants O I tried to propagate the plants 
by taking cuttings. 2. to spread ideas O It’s a 
view being propagated by certain sections of 
the press. 

propagation /,prDpo'geiJ(o)n/ noun the 

action of propagating a plant 

propel /pro'pel/ verb to push something 

forward (NOTE: propelling - propelled) 

propeller /pro'pelo/ noun a set of blades 

which turn very quickly to drive a boat or an 

aircraft 

propensity /pro'pensiti/ noun a tendency 
to do something 


proportion 

(D proper /'props/ adj right and correct o 
She didn’t put the sugar back into its proper 
place in the cupboard. O This is the proper 
way to use a knife and fork. O The parcel 
wasn’t delivered because it didn’t have the 
proper address. 

® properly /'propoli/ adv correctly o The 
accident happened because the garage had- 
n’t fitted the wheel properly. O The parcel 
wasn’t properly addressed. Antonym 

incorrectly 

@ proper noun /.props 'naun/ noun a 
word which is the name of a place, a person, 
a building or a title, etc. 

(D property /'propsti/ noun 1. a thing that 
belongs to someone O The furniture is the 
property of the landlord. O The hotel guests 
lost all their property in the fire. O The man¬ 
agement is not responsible for property left 
in the restaurant. i> lost property office 
(NOTE: no plural) 2. buildings and land o The 
family owns property in West London. O A lot 
of industrial property was damaged in the 
war. (NOTE: no plural) 3. a building o We 
have several properties for sale in the centre 
of town. (NOTE: The plural is properties.) 
property developer /'propsti di.velsps/ 
noun a person who plans and builds property 
prophecy /'profosi/ noun 1. the practice 
of saying what will happen in the future O He 
had the gift of prophecy. 2. a thing which you 
say will happen in the future O None of his 
gloomy prophecies has come true. O She 
made a prophecy that they would be married 
within a month. (NOTE: The plural in this 
meaning is prophecies.) 
prophesy /'profssai/ verb to say what will 
happen in the future. Synonym predict 
prophet /'profit/ noun 1. a person who 
says what will happen in the future O The 
prophets of doom in the newspapers are fore¬ 
casting the collapse of the economy. 2. a 
great religious leader O The Hebrew prophets 
foretold the coming of the Messiah. O New 
prophets arose from time to time in various 
parts of the Roman Empire. □ the Prophet 
Muhammad, the leader of the Muslims 
prophetic /prs'fetik/ adj which says what 
will happen in the future. Synonym 
visionary 

propitious /prs'pijss/ adj favourable (for¬ 
mal) 

proponent /prs'psunsnt/ noun a person 
who supports something. Synonym 

advocate 

(D proportion /pro'poiJ*(o)n/ noun 1 . a part 
of a whole O Only a small proportion of his 
income comes from his TV appearances. 2. a 
relationship between the amount of some¬ 
thing and the amount of something else O 
Mix equal proportions of oil and vinegar. O 
What is the proportion of men to women on 
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proportional 

the committee? 3. □ in proportion to show¬ 
ing how something is related to something 
else O Our sales in Europe are tiny in pro¬ 
portion to those in the USA. O The payment is 
very high in proportion to the time worked. □ 
out of proportion to not in a proper relation¬ 
ship O His salary is totally out of proportion 
to the work he does. 

proportional /pr9'po:J(o)n(3)l/ adj which 
is directly related to something o The amount 
you get in interest is proportional to the 
amount invested. 

proportional representation /pro- 
,po:j(3)n(9)l ,reprizen 1 1eij(o)n/ noun a 
system of voting where the votes cast for 
each party are more or less accurately re¬ 
flected in the number of MPs each party has 
proportionate /pra'poiJXsjnst/ adj which 
is in proportion 

proportionately /pra'poiJXajnotli/ adv in 
proportion 

CD proposal /pr3'pauz(3)l/ noun 1. a plan 
which has been suggested O The committee 
made a proposal to rebuild the clubhouse. O 
His proposal was accepted by the committee. 
O She put forward a proposal but it was re¬ 
jected. 2. □ proposal (of marriage) the act 
of asking someone to marry you O She 
thought he liked her, but she didn *t expect a 
proposal. 

<D propose /pra'pouz/ verb 1. to make a 
suggestion O I propose that we all go for a 
swim. 2. □ to propose to do something to 
say that you intend to do something O They 
propose to repay the loan at £20 a month. 

<D proposed /pra'pauzd/ adj which has 
been suggested 

proposer /pra'psuzo/ noun a person who 
proposes something 

proposition /, props'zij(3)n/ noun 1. a 
thing which has been proposed O The propo¬ 
sition is not very attractive. □ it will never 
be a commercial proposition it is not likely 
to make a profit 2. □ a tough proposition a 
problem which is difficult to solve 
proprietary /pr3'prai3t(9)ri/ adj acting as 
though you own something O She cast pro¬ 
prietary glances over her boyfriend. 
proprietary company /pr3,prai3t(3)ri 
'kAmp(3)ni/ noun US a company formed to 
invest in stock of other companies so as to 
control them 

proprietary medicine /pr3,prai9t(3)ri 
'med(3)s(9)n/ noun medicine which is sold 
under a brand name and manufactured by a 
particular company 

proprietor /prs'praists/ noun an owner 
proprietorial /prs.prais'toirisl/ adj relat¬ 
ing to ownership. Synonym possessive 
propriety /prs'praiati/ noun correct be¬ 
haviour in society 


prostate 

props /props/ plural noun articles used in 

the production of a play or film 

propulsion /prs'pAlJ'sn/ noun the force of 

moving something forward 

pro rata /prau ‘rents/ adv, adj in 

proportion 

prosaic /prsu'zenk/ adj ordinary and 
rather dull, not poetic or imaginative or 
romantic 

pros and cons /,prsuz an 'konz/ plural 
noun the arguments for and against a case 
proscribe /prsu'skraib/ verb to forbid 
something by law. Synonym ban. Antonym 
permit 

prose /prouz/ noun something written in 
ordinary language, not poetry. Antonym 

poetry 

prosecute /'prosikjuit/ verb to bring 
someone to court to answer a criminal charge 
@ prosecution /,prosi'kju:J(3)n/ noun 1. 
the process of bringing someone to court to 
answer a criminal charge O He faces prose¬ 
cution for fraud. 2. the lawyers who repre¬ 
sent the party who brings a charge against 
someone o The costs of the case will be 
borne by the prosecution. O The prosecution 
argued that the money had been stolen. 
prosecutor /'prosikjuits/ noun a lawyer 
who prosecutes 

proselyte /'prosalait/ noun a person re¬ 
cently converted to a religion or to a political 
party 

(D prospect noun /'prospekt/ a future pos¬ 
sibility O There is no prospect of getting her 
to change her mind. O Faced with the grim 
prospect of two weeks at home he decided to 
go on holiday. □ to have something in pros¬ 
pect to expect something to happen ■ verb 
/prs'spekt/ to search for minerals O The 
team went into the desert to prospect for oil. 
prospective /pra'spektiv/ adj who or 
which may do something in the future. Syn¬ 
onym potential 

prospector /pra'spekts/ noun a person 
who searches for minerals 
prospects /'prospekts/ plural noun future 
possibilities in a job 

prospectus /pra'spektss/ noun a docu¬ 
ment which gives information to attract cus¬ 
tomers. Synonym brochure (NOTE: The 
plural is prospectuses.) 
prosper /'prosps/ verb to succeed; to be¬ 
come rich 

prosperity /pro'speriti/ noun being rich 
and successful. Antonym poverty □ in times 
of prosperity when people are rich 
prosperous /'prosp(3)r3s/ adj wealthy, 
rich 

prostate /'prosteit/ noun a gland in men 
which produces a secretion in which sperm 
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prostitute 

cells float (NOTE: Do not confuse with pros¬ 
trate.) 

prostitute /'prDstitjuit/ noun a woman 
who receives money for sexual intercourse 
prostitution /,prDsti'tju:J(9)n/ noun the 
practice of providing sexual intercourse in re¬ 
turn for payment 

prostrate adj /'prostreit/ lying flat on 
your face O He was lying prostrate on the 
floor. (NOTE: Do not confuse with prostate.) 
■ verb /pra'streit/ □ to prostrate oneself 
before someone to fall down in front of 
someone as a mark of respect or fear O Any¬ 
one who came into the Emperor’s presence 
had to prostrate himself before the throne. 
protagonist /prsu'tasgamst/ noun 1. the 
main character in a story O The protagonist is 
a Danish prince. 2. the leader of one side in a 
conflict O The two protagonists were finally 
persuaded to shake hands. 3. a supporter of a 
cause O He was a leading protagonist of the 
movement for electoral reform. 

(D protect /pra'tekt/ verb to keep someone 
or something safe from dirt or danger, etc. O 
The cover protects the machine against dust. 
O The injection is supposed to protect you 
against flu. 

protected /pra'tektid/ adj {of species of 
animals or plants) classified as being in dan¬ 
ger of extinction 

(D protection /pra'tekjan/ noun shelter, 
the process of being protected O The trees 
give some protection from the rain. O The 
legislation offers no protection to part-time 
workers. O The injection gives some protec¬ 
tion against cholera. 

protectionism /prs'tekfaniz^m/ noun 
a policy of discouraging imports from abroad 
in order to protect a country’s own industry 
protectionist /prs'tekfamst/ adj in fa¬ 
vour of protectionism. Synonym protective 
@ protective /pra'tektiv/ adj who or 
which protects. Synonym defensive 
protector /prs'tekta/ noun 1. a person or 
country that protects O Parliament is sup¬ 
posed to be the protector of the people’s 
rights. O She needed a protector, that’s what 
attracted her to him. 2. a thing which pro¬ 
tects O The machinists all wear ear protec¬ 
tors because the machines are so noisy. 
protectorate /pra'tekt^rat/ noun a 
country which is protected and usually con¬ 
trolled by another country. Synonym do¬ 
minion 

protege /'prDt33ei/ noun a person, usually 
a young person, who is supported in artistic 
work with money or advice, by someone else 
(D protein /'prautiin/ noun a compound 
which is an essential part of living cells; one 
of the elements in food which you need to 
keep your body working properly 


prove 

<D protest noun /'prsutest/ 1. a statement 
that you object or disapprove of something O 
The new bypass went ahead despite the pro¬ 
tests of the local inhabitants. O She resigned 
as a protest against the change in govern¬ 
ment policy. 2. □ in protest at showing that 
you do not approve of something O The staff 
occupied the offices in protest at their low 
pay. □ to do something under protest to do 
something, but say that you do not approve 
of it ■ verb /prs'test/ 1. □ to protest 
against something to say that you do not ap¬ 
prove of something; to raise a violent objec¬ 
tion to something O Everyone has protested 
against the increase in bus fares. 2. to insist 
that something is true, when others think it 
isn’t O She went to prison still protesting her 
innocence. 

® Protestant /'protistsnt/ adj referring to 
the Christian Church which separated from 
the Catholic Church at the time of the Refor¬ 
mation O She belongs to a Protestant parish. 
O The Church of England is a Protestant 
Church. ■ noun a member of a Christian 
Church which separated from the Catholic 
Church at the time of the Reformation 
protestation /.proti'steiJXajn/ noun a 
strong or firm statement that something is 
true 

(D protester /prs'tests/ noun a person who 
protests. Synonym activist. Antonym 
supporter 

(D protocol /'prsutakol/ noun 1. correct 
diplomatic behaviour O Diplomatic protocol 
dictates which ambassador sits next to the 
Queen. 2. a draft agreement O They drew up 
a protocol covering the points of agreement. 
proton /'prsutDn/ noun a particle with a 
positive charge found in the nucleus of an 
atom 

(D prototype /'prsutataip/ noun the first 
model of a new machine. Synonym example 
protracted /prs'traektid/ adj very lengthy. 
Antonym brief 

protractor /pra'traekta/ noun a device in 
the form of a semicircle of clear plastic, used 
for measuring angles in geometry 
protrude /prs'truid/ verb to stick out 
protrusion /pr3'tru:3(9)n/ noun some¬ 
thing which protrudes 

protuberance /prs'tjuib^jrsns/ noun a 
bump or swelling 

(D proud /praud/ adjn proud of something 

full of pride about something O You must be 
very proud of your children. O He is proud to 
have served in the navy, i) pride 
proudly /'praudli/ advwith pride 
(D prove /pru:v/ verb 1 . to show that some¬ 
thing is true O The police think he stole the 
car but they can’t prove it. O I was deter¬ 
mined to prove him wrong or that he was 
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proven 

wrong. C> proof 2. □ to prove to be some¬ 
thing to actually be something when it hap¬ 
pens O The weather for the holiday weekend 
proved to be even hotter than was expected. 
O It's proving very difficult to persuade him 
to sell his house. 

proven /'pru:v(o)n/ adj tested and shown 
to be correct. Synonym established 
proverb /'pi*DV3:b/ noun a saying which 
teaches you something. Synonym maxim 
proverbial /pro'vsibiol/ adj 1. as men¬ 
tioned in a proverb O She’s the proverbial 
early bird that catches the worm. 2. well 
known O the committee’s proverbial slow¬ 
ness to take any decisions 
(D provide /pro'vaid/ verb to supply 
something O Medical help was provided by 
the Red Cross. O Our hosts provided us with 
a car and driver. 

® provide for /pro'vaid fo:/ verb □ to 
provide for someone to give enough money 
to feed and clothe someone O He earns very 
little and finds it difficult to provide for a 
family of six children. O Will your family be 
provided for when you die? 
providence /'prDvid(o)ns/ noun a lucky 
force which protects you (literary) □ to tempt 
providence to take a great risk o It will be 
tempting providence to buy that car without 
having had it checked by a garage. 
providential /.provi'denjol/ adj lucky 
( formal) 

provider /pro'vaido/ noun a person who 
provides material support for someone or 
something, especially a family 
d) province /'pravins/ noun 1. a large ad¬ 
ministrative division of a country O the prov¬ 
inces of Canada 2. an area of knowledge or 
of responsibility O That’s not my province - 
you ’ll have to ask the finance manager. 
provinces /'provinsiz/ plural noun parts 
of a country away from the capital 
(D provincial /pro'vinjol/ adj 1. referring 
to a province, to the provinces O a provincial 
government 2. not very sophisticated O 
They ’re very provincial down in that part of 
the world. O He’s too provincial to appreci¬ 
ate this kind of music. ■ noun a person from 
the provinces O You provincials are out of 
touch with London fashion. 
provincialism /pro'vinfoliz^m/ noun 
narrow-mindedness and lack of sophistica¬ 
tion supposed to be found in provincial areas. 
Antonym worldliness 
(i) provision /pr9'vi3(3)n/ noun 1. the act 
of providing something O The provision of 
medical services is the responsibility of local 
government. □ to make provision for to see 
that something is allowed for in the future O 
We’ve made provision for the computer net¬ 
work to be expanded. O There is no provision 


prudence 

for or no provision has been made for car 
parking in the plans for the office block. 2. a 
condition in a contract O It’s a provision of 
the contract that the goods should be trans¬ 
ported by air. 

@ provisional /pr9'vi3(o)n(3)l/ adj 1. 
temporary O A provisional government was 
set up by the army. 2. not final O They faxed 
their provisional acceptance. O We made a 
provisional booking over the phone. 
provisionally /pr3'vi3(o)n9li/ adv 
temporarily 

provisions /pr9'vi3(o)nz/ plural noun 
food 

proviso /pro'vaizou/ noun a condition. 
Synonym stipulation (NOTE: The plural is 

provisos.) 

provocation /.provo'keiJXo)!!/ noun the 
action of making someone annoyed 
provocative /pro'vokotiv/ adj 1. likely to 
make someone amioyed O His provocative 
remarks did not go down well with the man¬ 
agement. 2. likely to make someone sexually 
excited O In some countries it is considered 
provocative for women to wear short skirts. 
provocatively /pro'vDkotivli/ adv in a 
provocative way 

provoke /pro'vouk/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
one angry O She provoked him into throwing 
a brick through her front window. 2. to make 
a reaction take place O His reply provoked an 
angry response from the crowd. 
prow /prau/ noun the front end of a boat 
(literary) 

prowess /'praues/ noun great skill 
prowl /praul/ noun □ on the prowl creep¬ 
ing about O a tiger on the prowl in the jungle 
■ verb to creep about quietly o She thinks 
she saw someone prowling about in the un¬ 
dergrowth. O The police are on the lookout 
for looters prowling around the deserted 
town. 

prowler /'praulo/ noun a person who 
moves about an area looking for an opportu¬ 
nity to commit a criminal act 
proximity /prok'simiti/ noun the fact of 
being close to something 
proxy /'proksi/ noun 1. a document which 
gives someone the power to act on behalf of 
someone else O If you are away from home 
on voting day, you can cast your vote by 
proxy. 2. a person who acts on behalf of 
someone else O to act as a proxy for someone 
(NOTE: The plural is proxies.) 
proxy vote /'proksi vout/ noun a vote 
made by proxy 

prude /pruid/ noun a prudish person 
prudence /'pruidons/ noun great care or 
caution 


671 


prudent 

prudent /'pruidont/ adj very careful and 
very cautious about avoiding risks. Synonym 

wise 

prudish /'pruidiJV adj with strict principles 
and easily shocked. Synonym prim. Ant¬ 
onym relaxed 

prune /pruin/ noun a dried plum o He had 
a bowl of stewed prunes for breakfast. ■ verb 
1 . to cut back a tree or shrub, to keep it in 
good shape O That bush is blocking the win¬ 
dow - it needs pruning. 2. to reduce the size 
of something such as expenditure or parts of 
a book O We had to prune about half the text. 
pry /prai/ verb 1. to look inquisitively into 
something O She accused the press of prying 
into her private life. 2. □ to pry something 
open US to lift something open with force o 
He pried the lid open. 

PS noun an additional note at the end of a 
letter O Did you read the PS at the end of the 
letter? Full form post scriptum 
psalm /scum/ noun a religious poem or 
song from the Bible 

pseudonym /'sjuidonim/ noun a false or 
invented name used by an author. Synonym 

alias 

psyche /'saiki/ noun the subconscious 
mind 

psychedelic ^saiko'delik/ adj 1 . so full 
of bright moving colours that you become 
dizzy O He painted his car in psychedelic 
colours. 2. which makes you imagine sights 
and sounds O The drug has a psychedelic 
effect. 

psychiatric /,saiki'Eetrik/ adj referring to 
psychiatry 

psychiatrist /sai'kaiotnst/ noun a person 
who studies and treats mental disease 
psychiatry /sai'kaiotri/ noun the study of 
mental disease 

psychic /'saikik/ adj referring to supernat¬ 
ural forces O He spends his time investigat¬ 
ing reports of psychic phenomena. O She 
must be psychic if she can tell the result of 
the lottery in advance. ■ noun a person who 
claims to be in contact with supernatural 
forces or with dead people O They consulted 
a psychic to tty find out what had happened 
to their daughter. Synonym clairvoyant 
psychoanalyse /.saikou'aenolaiz/, psy¬ 
choanalyze verb to treat someone by 
psychoanalysis 

psychoanalysis /.saikouo'naslosis/ noun 
a treatment of mental disorder where a spe¬ 
cialist talks to patients and analyses their 
condition 

psychoanalyst /.saikou'sen^list/ noun 
a doctor who is trained in psychoanalysis 
(NOTE: also shortened to analyst) 

(D psychological /.saiko'frxlsikO)!/ adj 
referring to psychology O Her problems are 


public 

mainly psychological. O This could have a 
very bad effect on the child’s psychological 
development. Synonym mental 
d) psychologist /sai'kDtad3ist/ noun a 
person who studies the human mind 
(D psychology /sai'kDlod 3 i/ noun the 
study of the human mind O She’s taking a 
psychology course. O the psychology depart¬ 
ment in the university 

psychopath /'saikopasG/ noun a criminal 
who is dangerous and mentally unstable 
( technical) 

psychopathic /.saiko'paeGik/ adj men¬ 
tally unstable in a dangerous way 
psychosis /sai'kousis/ noun any serious 
mental disorder in which someone can no 
longer tell what is real (NOTE: The plural is 
psychoses /sai'kousiiz/.) 
psychosomatic /.saikouso'mastik/ adj 
describing a physical illness that is caused by 
a mental problem 

psychotherapist /.saikou'Geropist/ 
noun a person trained to give psychotherapy 
psychotherapy /.saikou'Geropi/ noun a 
treatment of mental disorders by psychologi¬ 
cal methods, as when a psychotherapist talks 
to patients and encourages them to talk about 
their problems 

psychotic /sai'kotik/ adj referring to or 
experiencing psychosis 
(D pt abbr pint 

PTA abbr Parent-Teacher Association 
(3) PTO abbr ‘please turn over’, letters writ¬ 
ten at the bottom of a page, showing that 
there is something written on the other side 
® pub /pAb/ noun a public house, a place 
where you can buy beer and other alcoholic 
drinks, as well as snacks and meals O I hap¬ 
pened to meet him at the pub. O We had a 
sandwich and some beer in the pub. O Don’t 
tell your mother you ’ve been to the pub. 
pub crawl /'pAb kro:l/ noun the practice of 
going from pub to pub having a drink in each 
one ( informal) 

puberty /'pjuiboti/ noun the time of life 
when childhood ends and adolescence and 
sexual maturity begin 

pub grub /'pAb grAb/ noun the sort of 
food you can get in a pub ( informal ) 
pubic /'pjuibik/ adj referring to the area 
around the sexual organs 
pubic hair /.pjuibik 'heo/ noun hair sur¬ 
rounding the sexual organs (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with public.) 

(D public /'pAblik/ adj referring to the peo¬ 
ple in general O The crown jewels are on 
public display in the Tower of London. O It’s 
in the public interest that the facts should be 
known. ■ noun 1. people in general o The 
public have the right to know what is going 
on. □ the travelling public people who 
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public-address system 

travel frequently □ the great British public 
the British people ( humorous) i> general 
public 2. □ in public in the open; in front of 
everyone O This is the first time he has ap¬ 
peared in public since his accident. O I dare 
you to repeat those remarks in public. O to 
go public 1. to tell something to everyone O 
After the leaks to the press, the government 
finally went public on the proposal. 2. to sell 
shares in a private or nationalised company 
on the stock exchange O The plan is for the 
company to go public next year. 
public-address system /.pAblik o'dres 
.sistom/ noun full form of PA 
publican /'pAblikon/ noun a person who 
manages a pub 

<g> publication /.pAbli'kei^o)^ noun 1. 
the process of making something public O 
The publication of the official figures has 
been delayed. 2. a book or newspaper which 
has been published O He asked the library 
for a list of gardening publications. 
d> public conveniences /.pAblik kon- 
'viinionsiz/ plural noun toilets for the gen¬ 
eral public 

public domain /.pAblik dou'mein/ noun 

property or information which belongs to and 

is available to the public 

public figure /.pAblik 'figs/ noun a 

well-known person such as an actor or 

politician 

<S> public holiday /.pAblik 'holidei/ noun 
a day when most businesses and banks are 
closed 

<S> public house /.pAblik 'haus/ noun a 
place where you can buy beer and other alco¬ 
holic drinks, as well as snacks and meals (for¬ 
mal) (NOTE: usually shortened to pub) 
publicise /'pAblisaiz/, publicize verb to 
attract people’s attention to something; to 
make publicity for something 
publicist /'pAblisist/ noun a person who 
attracts people’s attention to something 
through advertising 

<D publicity /pA'blisiti/ noun advertising 
which attracts people’s attention to 
something O We ’re trying to get publicity for 
our school play. O The failure of the show 
was blamed on bad publicity. 
publicity campaign /pA'blisiti kasm- 
'pein/ noun a period when planned publicity 
takes place 

publicly /'pAblikli/ adv in public. Syn¬ 
onym openly. Antonym secretly 
@ public opinion /.pAblik o'pinjon/ 
noun what people in general think or feel 
about something 

public ownership /.pAblik 'ounojip/ 
noun a situation where an industry is owned 
by the state, or has been nationalised 


puff 

public school /.pAblik 'skuil/ noun 1. (in 
Britain) a private fee-paying secondary 
school which is not part of the state education 
system O Eton and Winchester are two fa¬ 
mous British public schools. 2. (in the USA) 
a school which is paid for by public taxes O 
The state has decided to spend more money 
on its public school system. (NOTE: The Brit¬ 
ish term is state school.) 
public sector /'pAblik .sekto/ noun the 
nationalised industries and the civil service 
public service /.pAblik 's3ivis/ noun 1. 
the practice of working for the state 2. all 
government agencies and their personnel O 
He’s hoping for a job in the public service. 
public-service broadcasting /.pAblik 
,S3ivis 'broidkaistig/ noun a broadcasting 
service which is subsidised by the state 
@ public transport /.pAblik 'transport/ 
noun transport such as buses and trains 
which can be used by everyone 
public works /.pAblik 'w3:ks/ plural 
noun engineering and building work paid for 
by the government O The government has 
been forced to scrap several large public 
works projects. O The local authority is in¬ 
creasing its spending on public works. 

(D publish /'pAbliJV verb 1. to make pub¬ 
licly known O The government has not pub¬ 
lished the figures yet. 2. to bring out a book 
or newspaper for sale O The company pub¬ 
lishes six magazines for the business market. 
O We publish dictionaries for students. 
publishable /'pAbliJob(o)l/ adj suitable to 
be published 

<D publisher /'pAbliJo/ noun a person or 
company that produces books or newspapers 
for sale 

<D publishing /'pAbliJig/ noun the process 
of producing books or newspapers for sale 
publishing house /'pAbliJir) haus/ noun 
a firm which publishes books 
puck /pAk/ noun a small hard rubber disk 
used in ice hockey 

pucker /'pAko/ noun a wrinkle or fold. 
Synonym gather ■ verb to wrinkle your 
forehead 

pud /pud/ noun same as pudding (infor¬ 
mal) 

(D pudding /'pudig/ noun 1. the sweet 
course at the end of a meal O I’ll have ice 
cream for my pudding. Synonym dessert 
2. a sweet food which has been cooked or 
boiled O There’s too much sugar in this pud¬ 
ding. O He helped himself to some more 
pudding. 

puddle /'pAd(9)l/ noun a small pool of wa¬ 
ter, such as a pool on the pavement left after 
rain 

puff /pAf / noun 1. a small breath of air or 
smoke O He took a puff on his cigarette. O 


puff out 

Little puffs of smoke came out of the chimney. 
2. □ out of puff having difficulty in breath¬ 
ing after running, etc. ( informal ) o After the 
race I was completely out of puff ■ verb 1 . 
to blow O White smoke was puffing out of the 
engine. O He sat in a corner, puffing on his 
pipe. 2. to breathe with difficulty O He was 
puffing and panting and he’d only run fifty 
yards. 

puff out /pAf 'aut/ verb 1 . to make some¬ 
thing swell by bringing in air O He puffed out 
his chest in pride. 2. □ to be puffed out to be 
tired and out of breath O Slow down a bit, I’m 
puffed out. 

puff pastry /pAf 'peistri/ noun a light sort 
of pastry 

puffy /'pAfi/ adj swollen 
pugnacious /pAg'neiJas/ adj ready to ar¬ 
gue or fight 

puke /pjuik/ verb □ to puke (up) to bring 
up partly digested food into your mouth (in¬ 
formal) O The baby puked (up) all over the 
carpet. □ to make someone (want to) puke 
to make someone feel angry and upset O All 
these stories about lottery millionaires make 
me puke. 

(D pull /pul/ verb 1. to move something to¬ 
wards you or after you O Pull the door to 
open it, don’t push. O The truck was pulling a 
trailer. O She pulled some envelopes out of 
her bag. O These little boys spend their time 
pulling girls ’ hair. 2. □ to pull someone’s 
leg to make someone believe something as a 
joke O Don’t believe anything he says — he ’s 
just pulling your leg. 3. □ to pull a muscle to 
injure a muscle by using it too much O She’s 
pulled a muscle in her back. ■ noun 1 . an in¬ 
fluence O She must have some pull over him. 
2. a handle which has to be pulled O The beer 
pull has the name of the beer on it. 3 . the 
deep inhaling of a cigarette O He lit a ciga¬ 
rette and took a long pull. 

® pull down /,pul 'daun/ verb to knock 
down a building. Synonym demolish. Ant¬ 
onym build up 

pull-down menu /'pul daun .menjui/ 
noun a menu which appears as a list on part 
of a computer screen 

pulley /'puli/ noun apparatus for lifting 
heavy weights with a rope that runs round 
several wheels. Synonym winch 
® pull in /,pul 'in/, pull into /,pul 'intu/ 
verb to drive close to the side of the road and 
stop 

(D pull off /,pul 'of/ verb 1 . to take off a 
piece of clothing by pulling o He sat down 
and pulled off his dirty boots. 2. to do some¬ 
thing successfully O He pulled off a big fi¬ 
nancial deal. O It will be marvellous if we 
can pull it off 3 . to drive off a road and stop 
O He pulled off the road and lit a cigarette. 


pump 

(D pull out /,pul 'aut/ verb 1. to pull some¬ 
thing out of something O They used a rope to 
pull the car out of the river. 0 finger 2. to 
drive a car away from the side of the road O 
He forgot to signal as he was pulling out. O 
Don’t pull out into the main road until you 
can see that there is nothing coming. 3. to 
stop being part of a deal or agreement O Our 
Australian partners pulled out at the last 
moment. 

® pull over /,pul 'ouvo/ verb to drive a car 
towards the side of the road O The police car 
signalled to him to pull over. 

® pullover /'pulouvo/ noun a piece of 
clothing made of wool, which covers the top 
part of your body, and which you pull over 
your head to put it on 

(D pull round /,pul 'raund/, pull through 

/,pul '0ru:/ verb to recover from an illness 
(D pull together /,pul to'gedo/ verb □ to 
pull yourself together to become more calm 
O Although he was shocked by the news he 
soon pulled himself together. 

(D pull up /,pul 'Ap/ verb 1. to bring some¬ 
thing closer O Pull your chair up to the win¬ 
dow. 2. (of a vehicle) to stop o A car pulled 
up and the driver asked me if I wanted a lift. 
O He didn’t manage to pull up in time and 
ran into the back of the car in front. 
pulmonary /'pAlmon(9)ri/ adj referring to 
the lungs 

pulp /pAlp/ noun a squashy mass o Cook 
the apples to a pulp. O If you don’t do as I 
say I’ll beat you to a pulp. (NOTE: no plural) 
■ verb to crush something to a pulp o Waste 
paper can be pulped and recycled. 
pulp fiction /pAlp 'fikfon/ noun cheap 
novels which are considered to be of poor 
quality 

pulpit /'pulpit/ noun the raised platform in 

a church where the priest preaches 

pulsar /'pAlsa:/ noun an invisible star 

which sends out radio signals 

pulsate /pAl'seit/ verb to throb regularly 

pulsation /pAl'seiJ(9)n/ noun a regular 

throbbing 

(D pulse /pAls/ noun 1. a regular beat of 
your heart O The doctor took his pulse. O Her 
pulse is very weak. 2. the dried seed of peas 
or beans O Pulses are used a lot in Mexican 
cooking. 

pulverise /'pAlvaraiz/, pulverize verb to 
crush something to powder 
puma /'pjuima/ noun a large brown wild 
cat from North and South America. Also 
called cougar, mountain lion 
pummel /'pAm(3)l/ verb to hit something 
hard repeatedly 

(D pump /pAmp/ noun a machine for forc¬ 
ing liquids or air ■ verb 1. to force in some¬ 
thing such as liquid or air with a pump O 
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pumpkin 

Your back tyre needs pumping up. O The 
heart pumps blood round the body. 2. to ask 
someone a lot of questions to try to get infor¬ 
mation ( informal) o We pumped her after the 
interview to find out the sort of questions she 
had been asked. 

pumpkin /'pAmpkin/ noun a large round 
orange-coloured vegetable 
pun /pAn/ noun a play with words which 
have several different meanings O He made 
an awful pun about ‘ploughing on ’ with his 
book on agriculture. Synonym witticism ■ 
verb to make puns O He was punning on the 
two senses of ‘hedge’. (NOTE: punning - 
punned) 

@ punch /pAntJ/ noun 1. a blow with the 
fist O She landed two punches on his head. 2. 
a metal tool for making holes O The holes in 
the belt are made with a punch. (NOTE: The 
plural is punches.) 3. a drink made of wine 
or spirits and spices O He drank a bowl of 
rum punch. ■ verb 1. to hit someone with 
your fist O He punched me on the nose. 2. to 
make holes in something with a punch O The 
conductor punched my ticket. 

Punch and Judy /.pAntJ* on 'd 3 u:di/ 
noun a children’s puppet show with the tradi¬ 
tional characters of Punch, a man with a large 
hooked nose, his wife Judy and their dog □ 
as pleased as Punch very pleased O He’s as 
pleased as Punch to be chosen to play for the 
school. 

punchdrunk /'pAntJdrApk/ adj 1. suffer¬ 
ing from brain damage from being punched 
on the head too often o By the end of his ca¬ 
reer as a boxer he was obviously 
punchdrunk. 2. tired out and not able to think 
clearly O The delegates emerged punchdrunk 
from the all-night negotiating session. 
punchline /'pAntJlain/ noun the last part 
of a joke, which is the part that makes you 
laugh 

punctual /'pApktJuol/ adj on time 
punctuality /.pArjktJu'asliti/ noun the 
practice of being on time, never being late. 
Synonym promptness 
punctually /'pArjktJuoli/ adv on time 
punctuate /'pApktJueit/ verb 1. to inter¬ 
rupt something O Their conversation was 
punctuated with long silences. 2. to add 
punctuation marks to a text O The sentence 
was not punctuated correctly. 
punctuation /.pArjktJu'eiJXojn/ noun the 
practice of dividing up groups of words using 
special printed symbols 
puncture /'pAqktJo/ noun a hole in a tyre 
O I’ve got a puncture in my back tyre. (NOTE: 
The US term is flat.) ■ verb to make a small 
hole in something O The tyre had been punc¬ 
tured by a nail. 


pup 

pundit /'pAndit/ noun an expert, especially 
in political matters 

pungent /'pAnd 3 ont/ adj 1. with a strong 
taste or smell O The pungent odour of curry 
came from the kitchen. O a particularly pun¬ 
gent type of goat’s cheese 2. (of comments) 
strong and sharp O She reserved her most 
pungent criticism for the way we performed 
the musical numbers. 

punish /'pAniJ/ verb to make someone suf¬ 
fer because of something they have done O 
The children must be punished for stealing 
apples. O The simplest way to punish them 
will be to make them pay for the damage they 
caused. Synonym chastise. Antonym 
commend 

punishable /'pAniJob(9)l/ adj for which 
you can be punished. Synonym disciplinary 
punishing /'pAmJir)/ adj exhausting, 
which makes you tired. Synonym gruelling 
d> punishment /'pAm/mont/ noun a treat¬ 
ment given to punish someone O As a pun¬ 
ishment, you ’ll wash the kitchen floor. 
punitive /'pjumitrv/ adj which aims to 
punish. Synonym disciplinary 
(D punk /pArjk/ noun a person who dresses 
in unconventional clothes, has brightly col¬ 
oured hair and pins through parts of the body 
punk rock /pArjk 'rok/ noun a type of loud 
music popular in the 1960s 
punnet /'pAnit/ noun a small box made of 
plastic or thin pieces of wood, used to hold 
soft fruit. Synonym basket 
punt /pAnt/ noun 1. a long flat-bottomed 
boat, pushed along with a pole O I took her 
out in a punt and we picnicked on the river. 
2. the Irish pound, currency formerly used in 
the Republic of Ireland, now replaced by the 
euro 3. a bet O That horse is worth a punt. ■ 
verb 1. to push a punt with a pole o We went 
punting on the Cam at Cambridge. 2. to kick 
a ball which is in the air O He punted the ball 
into touch. 

punter /'pAnto/ noun 1. a person who gam¬ 
bles O Most of the punters had backed the fa¬ 
vourite. O Punters lost thousands when the 
favourite fell at the last fence. 2. a person 
who uses a service O We have to keep the 
punters happy. 3. a person who pushes a punt 
along with a pole O Punters tended to stay 
close to the river bank. 
puny /'pjuini/ adj 1. weak and feeble O The 
puny body of the baby piglet. O Their puny 
efforts were totally unequal to the task. 2. 
very small O This year’s pay rise is the puni¬ 
est we’ve ever had. (NOTE: punier - 
puniest) 

pup /pAp/ noun the young of certain ani¬ 
mals, especially a young dog or seal O Our 
bitch has had pups. O They went out onto 
rocky islands looking for seal pups. ■ verb to 
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have pups O She’s likely to pup in the next 
couple of days. (NOTE: pupping - pupped) 
pupa /'pjuipo/ noun a resting period in the 
life of an insect when it is covered with a 
hard case as it changes from a larva to a but¬ 
terfly or moth. Also called chrysalis (NOTE: 
The plural is pupae.) 

G> pupil /‘pju:p(3)l/ noun 1. a child at a 
school O There are twenty-five pupils in the 
class. O The piano teacher thinks she is her 
best pupil. 2. a black hole in the central part 
of the eye, through which the light passes O 
The pupil of the eye grows larger when there 
is less light. 

puppet /'pApit/ noun a doll which moves, 
used to give a show 

puppeteer /.pApi'tio/ noun a person who 
gives a performance using puppets 
puppet show /'pApit Jou/ noun a show 
given using puppets 

® puppy /'pApi/ noun a baby dog o Our 
dog has had six puppies. (NOTE: The plural is 

puppies.) 

puppy fat /'pApi faet/ noun fat on the bod¬ 
ies of young children ( informal) 
d> purchase /'p3:t/is/ noun 1. a thing 
bought O She had difficulty getting all 
her purchases into the car. □ to make a 
purchase to buy something O We didn't 
make many purchases on our trip to Ox¬ 
ford Street. 2. the ability to get a grip on 
something O I couldn’t get any purchase 
on the smooth face of the rock. O It’s 
difficult to get a purchase on a box as 
large as this one. (NOTE: no plural in this 
meaning) ■ verb to buy something o They 
purchased their car in France and brought it 
back to the UK. 

purchase price /'p3:tjis prais/ noun a 
price paid for something ( formal ) 
purchaser /'psitjiso/ noun a person who 
buys something. Synonym buyer 
purchase tax /'psit/is taeks/ noun a tax 
paid on things which are bought 
purchasing power /'p3:tjisir) ,paua/ 
noun a quantity that can be bought with a 
certain amount of money 
(D pure /pjuo/ adj 1. very clean; not mixed 
with other things O a bottle of pure water O a 
pure silk blouse O a pure mountain stream 2. 
with no faults O She led a pure life. 3. total, 
complete O This is pure nonsense. O It is 
pure extortion. O It is pure spite on his part. 
O It was by pure good luck that I happened to 
find it. (NOTE: purer - purest) 

(D purely /'pjuoli/ adv only, solely O He’s 
doing it purely for the money. O This is a 
purely educational visit. 
purgatory /'p3:g3t(3)ri/ noun 1. a place 
where some people believe your soul will 
suffer temporarily after you die, before enter¬ 


purpose-built 

ing heaven O Masses were said for the souls 
in purgatory. 2. an experience which makes 
you suffer o It was sheer purgatory listening 
to her singing out of tune. 
purge /p3id3/ noun the process of remov¬ 
ing opponents and unacceptable people from 
a group O The party has begun a purge of 
right-wing elements. ■ verb 1. to remove 
something bad or harmful from your mind or 
body O I want you to purge your minds of 
any unhappy memories. O This special diet is 
designed to purge the toxins from your body. 
2. to remove opponents or other unacceptable 
people from a group O The activists have 
purged the party of moderates or have 
purged the moderates from the party. 3. □ to 
purge your contempt, to purge a contempt 
of court to do something, such as make an 
apology, to show that you are sorry for the 
lack of respect you have shown to the court 
4 . to make a patient have a bowel movement 
O Old-fashioned doctors frequently purged 
their patients. 

purification /.pjusrifi'keiJXs)!!/ noun the 
process of making something or someone 
pure 

purify /'pjuorifai/ verb to make something 
or someone pure. Synonym cleanse. Ant¬ 
onym contaminate 

purist /'pjuorist/ noun a person who insists 
that everything has to be done in the correct 
way. Synonym traditionalist 
puritan /'pju9rit(3)n/ noun a puritanical 
person 

puritanical /,pju9ri'ta2nik(3)l/ adj very 
strict concerning morals 
© purity /'pjuoriti/ noun the quality of be¬ 
ing pure 

purloin /p3:'bin/ verb to steal ( formal or 
humorous) 

purple /'p3ip(3)l/ adj blue-red in colour o 
The sky turned purple as night approached. 
O His face was purple with fury. ■ noun a 
blue-red colour O They painted their living 
room a deep purple. 

purport noun /'p3:po:t/ a general meaning 
(formal ) O What was the purport of his re¬ 
marks? ■ verb /po'poit/ to claim something 
O He was purported to be a friend of the 
princess. 

(J) purpose /'p3:pos/ noun 1. an aim or 
plan O The purpose of the meeting is to plan 
the village fair. □ I need the invoice for tax 
purposes I need the invoice so that I can de¬ 
clare it to the tax authorities 2. □ on purpose 
in a way which was planned O Don’t be cross 
- he didn’t do it on purpose. Antonym by 
accident 

purpose-built /,p3:pos 'bilt/ adj made 
specially for a purpose. Synonym 

tailor-made 


purposeful 

purposeful /'p3:p9sf(o)l/ adj with a spe¬ 
cific aim in view 

purposefully /'p3:p3sf(o)li/ adv with a 
specific aim 

purposeless /'psiposlos/ adj without 
having any specific aim 
purposely /'p3:posli/ adv intentionally. 
Synonym deliberately. Antonym 
accidentally 

purr /p3i/ noun 1. the noise made by a cat 
when pleased O The cat rubbed against my 
leg with a loud purr. 2. a low noise made by 
a powerful engine O the purr of the boat’s 
engine ■ verb 1. (of a cat) to make a noise to 
show pleasure O He purrs when you tickle his 
stomach. 2. to speak in a low voice O ‘Come 
up and see me some time', she purred in his 
ear. 3. (of an engine) to make a low noise as 
you travel along O We purred along at sev¬ 
enty miles an hour. 

<S> purse /p3is/ noun 1. a small bag for car¬ 
rying money O I know I had my purse in my 
pocket when I left home. O She put her ticket 
in her purse so that she wouldn’t forget 
where it was. □ to control or hold the purse 
strings to control the money O As she’s the 
only money-earner, she holds the purse 
strings in her family. 2. US a small bag 
which a woman carries to hold her money 
and other small objects O A robber snatched 
her purse in the street. (NOTE: The British 
term is handbag.) ■ verb □ to purse your 
lips to press your lips together to show you 
are annoyed 

<g> pursue /po'sju:/ verb 1. to chase some¬ 
one or something O The police pursued the 
stolen car across London. O The guerrillas 
fled, hotly pursued by government troops. 2. 
to carry on a career, an activity O He pursued 
his career in the Foreign Office. O We intend 
to pursue a policy of reducing taxation. 
pursuer /po'sjuio/ noun a person who 
chases someone. Synonym follower 
pursuit /po'sjuit/ noun 1. a chase after 
someone O The pursuit lasted until the 
thieves were caught in an alleyway. □ in 
pursuit of looking for O We set off in pursuit 
of our friends who had just left the hotel. O 
The robbers left in a stolen car with the po¬ 
lice in pursuit. □ in hot pursuit chasing 
someone actively O The rebels retreated into 
the mountains with the government forces in 
hot pursuit. 2. trying to find something, to do 
something O Her aim in life is the pursuit of 
pleasure. 3. an occupation or pastime 
(dated) O He spends his time in country pur¬ 
suits like gardening and birdwatching. 
pus /pAs/ noun a yellow liquid formed in 
the body as a reaction to infection 
<D push /puj/ noun 1. the action of making 
something move forwards O He gave the 
pram a little push and sent it out into the 


put 

road. O Can you give the car a push? - It 
won’t start. 2. the action of attacking, of 
moving forward against someone O Our 
troops made a sudden push itito enemy-held 
territory. O The company made a big push to 
get into European markets. 3. □ at a push 
with some difficulty (informal) o The cottage 
will sleep ten people at a push. 4 . determina¬ 
tion to do well (informal) o He doesn ’t have 
enough push to be a salesman. Synonym en¬ 
ergy ■ verb 1. to make something move 
away from you or in front of you O We’ll 
have to push the car to get it to start. O The 
piano is too heavy to lift, so we’ll have to 
push it into the next room. O Did she fall 
down the stairs or was she pushed? 2. to 
press something with your finger O Push the 
right-hand button to start the computer. 3. □ 
I am pushed for time I haven’t much time to 
spare (informal) o Let’s have a snack be¬ 
cause I’m pushed for time. 4 . to sell drugs il¬ 
legally O The police found him pushing drugs 
behind the railway station. 
push back /,puf 'bask/ verb to make 
something or someone go back by pushing 
pushbike /'puj'baik/ noun same as bicy¬ 
cle (dated) 

pushbutton /'puJbAtn/ noun a switch 
which is operated by pushing ■ adj operated 
by a button which can be pushed O a 
pushbutton timer 

pushchair /'pu/tjeo/ noun a light folding 
chair with wheels for pushing a child in. Also 
called buggy 

pusher /'pujo/ noun a person who sells 
drugs illegally (slang) Synonym dealer 
<D push off /,puj 'of/ verb to start on a 
journey (informal) Synonym go away □ we 
really ought to push off now it’s time for us 
to go □ push off! go away! 
pushover /'puj^ouvo/ noun 1. something 
that is easy to do 2. a person who is easily 
tricked 

push-up /'puf Ap/ noun US an exercise 
where you lie on the floor and push yourself 
up with your arms (NOTE: The British term is 

press-up.) 

pushy /'puj’i/ adj always trying to push 
yourself forward, trying too hard to achieve 
success (informal) Synonym assertive. Ant¬ 
onym retiring 

pussyfoot /'pusifut/ verb (informal) □ to 
pussyfoot about to be unable to decide what 
to do or how to do something O Stop pussy¬ 
footing about and make your mind up! 

(D put /put/ verb 1. to place something 
somewhere O Did you remember to put the 
milk in the fridge? O Where do you want me 
to put this book? 2. to say in words O If you 
put it like that, the proposal seems attractive. 
O Can I put a question to the speaker? 3. □ 
to put the shot to throw a heavy ball as a 
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put away 

sport O He has put the shot further than any 
other athlete in our team. 
d> put away /.put o'wei/ verb to clear 
things away 

(D put back /.put 'baek/ verb to put some¬ 
thing where it was before □ to put the clocks 
back to change the time on clocks back to 
one hour earlier at the beginning of winter O 
Did you remember to put the clocks back last 
night? 

(D put by /.put 'bai/ verb to save money 
(D put down /.put 'daun/ verb 1. to place 
something lower down onto a surface O He 
put his suitcase down on the floor beside him. 
2. to write something down 3. to charge 
something O Put that book down on my ac¬ 
count. 4. to let passengers get off O The taxi 
driver put me down outside the hotel. 5. to 
make a deposit O to put down money on a 
house 6. to kill a sick animal O The cat is 
very old, she ’ll have to be put down. 7. to de¬ 
feat a group of people who make an attack 
against people in authority O to put your 
foot down 1. to say firmly that something 
must be done O She put her foot down and 
told them to stop playing music all night. 2. 
to make a car go faster O He put his foot 
down and we soon left the police car behind. 
® put forward /.put 'foiwod/ verb 1 . to 
suggest something O I put forward several 
suggestions for plays we might go to see. 2. 
to change an arrangement to meet someone 
to a earlier time O Can we put forward the 
meeting from Thursday to Wednesday? 3. to 
change the time on a clock to a later one O 
You have to put the clocks forward by one 
hour in March. 

(D put in /.put 'in/ verb 1 . to place some¬ 
thing inside O I forgot to put in my pyjamas 
when I packed the case. 2. to fix something 
such as a system or a large piece of equip¬ 
ment in place so that it can be used O The 
first thing we have to do with the cottage 
is to put in central heating. 3. to do work O 
She put in three hours ’ overtime work 
yesterday evening. 4. □ to put in for to 
apply for O She put in for a job in the 
accounts department. O He has put in for a 
grant to study in Italy. 

put into /.put 'intu/ verb 1. to place some¬ 
thing inside something O She put the roast 
into the oven. 2. to go into a harbour O We 
put into Torquay for repairs. 3. (in a car) to 
move the gear lever into a particular position 
O She put the car into reverse. 

® put off /.put 'of/ verb 1. to arrange for 
something to take place later O We have put 
the meeting off until next month. 2. to take 
someone’s attention so that he cannot do 
things properly O Stop making that strange 
noise, it’s putting me off my work. 3. to say 
something to make someone decide not to do 


put up 

something O He told a story about cows that 
put me off my food. O I was going to see the 
film, but my brother said something which 
put me off. 

(J) put on /.put 'on/ verb 1. to place some¬ 
thing on top of something, on a surface O Put 
the lid on the saucepan. O He put his hand on 
my arm. O Put the suitcases down on the 
floor. 2 . to dress yourself O I put a clean shirt 
on before I went to the party. O Put your 
gloves on, it’s cold outside. O Put on your 
wellies if you ’re going out in the rain. 3. to 
switch something on O Can you put the light 
on, it’s getting dark? O Put on the kettle and 
we ’ll have some tea. 4. to add something O 
She has put on a lot of weight since I saw her 
last. 

® put out /.put 'aut/ verb 1. to place some¬ 
thing outside O Did you remember to put the 
cat out? 2 . to stretch out a part of your body, 
e.g. your hand or foot O She put out her hand 
to stop herself from falling. 3. to switch 
something off O He put the light out and 
went to bed. 4. □ to be put out to be annoyed 
(informal) o He was very put out because 
you didn ’t ask him to stay for dinner. 
putrefy /'pjuitrifai/ verb to decay. Syn¬ 
onym rot 

putrid /'pjuitrid/ adj decayed; which 
smells extremely unpleasant 
putt /pAt/ noun a short shot on a green in 
golf O He sank a fifteen-foot putt to win the 
game. ■ verb to hit a short gentle shot on the 
green in golf O He putted much better than 
his opponent. 

putter /'pAto/ noun golf club for putting o 
He uses a special lightweight putter. ■ verb 
□ to putter around US not to do anything in 
particular, to do little jobs here and there O 
He likes to putter around in the yard at the 
weekend. 

put through /.put 'Oru:/ verb 1. □ to put 
someone through to someone to connect 
them on the phone O Peter is out so I’ll put 
you through to Simon. O I asked to speak to 
the accounts department and they put me 
through to sales. 2 . to make someone experi¬ 
ence something unpleasant O 7 don’t want to 
be put through that treatment again. 
putting green /'pAtig grim/ noun 1. an 
area on a golf course where the ground is 
even and the grass is very short, allowing 
short shots to be made close to the hole 2. a 
small golf course where only short shots are 
needed 

putty /'pAti/ noun a soft substance which 
becomes hard after a time, used especially for 
fixing the glass in windows 
(D put up /.put 'Ap/ verb 1. to attach some¬ 
thing to a wall, to attach something high up O 
I’ve put up the photos of my family over my 
desk. O They are putting up Christmas deco- 


put up with 

rations all along Regent Street. 2. to build 
something so that it is upright O They put up 
a wooden shed in their garden. 3. to lift 
something up O The gunman told us to put 
our hands up. 4. to increase something, to 
make something higher O The shop has put 
up all its prices by 5%. 5. to give someone a 
place to sleep in your house o They’ve 
missed the last train, can you put them up for 
the night? 

® put up with /.put 'Ap wi0/ verb to ac¬ 
cept someone or something unpleasant 
puzzle /'paz(o)1/ noun 1. a game where you 
have to find the answer to a problem O / 
can’t do today’s crossword puzzle. 2. some¬ 
thing you can’t understand O It’s a puzzle to 
me why they don’t go to live in the country. ■ 
verb 1. to be difficult to understand o It puz¬ 
zles me how the robbers managed to get 
away. 2. to find something difficult to under¬ 
stand O She puzzled over the crossword for 
hours. 

puzzled /'pAz(o)ld/ adj confused, not un¬ 
derstanding something. Antonym en¬ 
lightened 

puzzling /'pAz(o)lip/ adj which is difficult 
to understand and does not seem reasonable 
PVC noun a strong plastic material, used in 
floor coverings, water pipes and clothing 
pygmy /'pigmi/ adj much smaller than 
usual O a pygmy breed of elephant 
d> pyjamas /po'dsaimoz/ plural noun a 
light shirt and trousers which you wear in bed 


python 

O I bought two pairs of pyjamas in the sale. O 
When fire broke out in the hotel, the guests 
ran into the street in their pyjamas. (NOTE: A 
pair of pyjamas means one shirt and one 
pair of trousers. The US spelling is 
pajamas.) 

pylon /'pailon/ noun a tall metal tower for 
carrying electric wires 

(D pyramid /'piromid/ noun a shape with a 
square base and four sides rising to meet at a 
point 

pyre /paio/ noun a large fire which is 
burned as part of a ceremony 
pyromaniac /.pairou'meiniaek/ noun a 
person who cannot control their strong feel¬ 
ing of wanting to start fires 
pyrotechnics /.pairou'tekmks/ noun the 
art of making fireworks O They called in a 
pyrotechnics expert to set up the display. ■ 
plural noun 1. a firework display o The pyro¬ 
technics lit up the night sky. 2. an occasion 
such as a performance in which someone 
shows a lot of skill O a piece of music nota¬ 
ble for the pyrotechnics demanded from the 
percussion section O She is capable of amaz¬ 
ing vocal pyrotechnics when reciting 
Shakespeare. 

Pyrrhic victory /.pirik 'vikt(o)ri/ noun a 
victory which costs too much or involves too 
many losses 

python /'pai0(9)n/ noun a large snake 
which kills animals by crushing them 
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q /kju:/, Q noun the seventeenth letter of the 
alphabet, between P and R 
QC /,kju: ' si:/ noun a senior British banis¬ 
ter. Full form Queen’s Counsel 
quack /kwask/ noun 1. a sound made by a 
duck O I heard a quack in the reeds. 2. a bad 
doctor ( disapproving) o I went to see the 
quack and he gave me some pills. ■ verb to 
make a noise like a duck O We could hear the 
ducks quacking on the lake. 
quadrangle /'kwodrseggol/ noun 1 . an 
open square surrounded by buildings in a 
school or college o Students crossed the 
quadrangle on their way to lectures. 2. a geo¬ 
metric figure with four sides 
quadrilateral /.kwodriiast^rol/ noun a 
shape with four sides, such as a square, rect¬ 
angle or parallelogram 
quadruped /'kwodruped/ noun an animal 
with four legs 

quadruple /'kwDdrup(9)l/ adj four times 
as much; in four parts ■ verb to multiply four 
times O Our profits have quadrupled in the 
last three years. Antonym decrease 
quadruplets /'kwDdruplets/ plural noun 
four babies bom to a mother at the same time 
quads /kwDdz/ same as quadruplets 
quagmire /'kwgegmaio/ noun 1 . an area of 
extremely wet ground, where you may be in 
danger of sinking or of becoming stuck O Be 
careful when you take the path across the 
quagmire. O After the rain, the football pitch 
was like a quagmire. 2. a situation which is 
very complicated O The project got bogged 
down in a quagmire of government 
restrictions. 

quail /kweil/ noun a small brown game 
bird, like a very small partridge O Would you 
prefer white or red wine with your roast 
quail? ■ verb □ to quail at something to not 
want to do something, e.g. because you are 
afraid or because it is unpleasant O She 
quailed at the thought of having to do all the 
Christmas shopping. 

quaint /kweint/ adj attractive in a way 
which is strange or unusual 
quake /kweik/ noun an occasion when 
there is a violent shaking of the earth, caused 
by volcanic activity or movement of the 
Earth’s crust ( informal) o Thousands of 


buildings were flattened in the San Francisco 
quake of 1906. Synonym earthquake ■ verb 
1. to shake O The explosion made the build¬ 
ings quake. 2. □ to quake with something to 
shake because you have a strong feeling such 
as fear or because you are very cold O She 
was quaking with fear at the thought of going 
for an interview. O He was quaking in his 
boots at the idea of having to speak to an au¬ 
dience of specialists. 

(D qualification /.kwDlifi'keiJXojn/ noun 
1. something necessary for a job, such as 
proof that you have completed a particular 
course of study O Does she have the right 
qualifications for the job? □ what are his 
qualifications? what type of degree or di¬ 
ploma does he have? 2. something which 
limits the meaning of a statement, or shows 
that you do not agree with something com¬ 
pletely O I want to add one qualification to 
the agreement: if the goods are not delivered 
by the 30th of June, then the order will be 
cancelled. 3. being successful in a test or 
competition which takes you on to the next 
stage O She didn’t reach the necessary stan¬ 
dard for qualification. 

(D qualified /'kwolifaid/ adj 1. with the 
right qualifications O She’s a qualified doc¬ 
tor. □ highly qualified with very good re¬ 
sults in examinations O All our staff are 
highly qualified. 2. not complete, with condi¬ 
tions attached O The committee gave its qual¬ 
ified approval. O The school fair was only a 
qualified success. 

qualifier /'kwolifaio/ noun 1. a person 
who qualifies in a sports competition O How 
many qualifiers were there from the first 
round? 2. a round of a sports competition 
which qualifies a team to go to the next round 
O They won their qualifier and went through 
to the semi-final. 

® qualify /'kwDlifai/ verb 1. □ to qualify 
as to study for and obtain a qualification 
which allows you to do a certain type of work 
O He has qualified as an engineer. O When I 
first qualified I worked as a solicitor. 2 . to at¬ 
tach conditions to something O I must qualify 
the offer by saying that your proposals still 
have to be approved by the chairman. □ the 
auditors have qualified the accounts the 


qualitative 

auditors have found something in the ac¬ 
counts of the company which they do not 
agree with O to qualify for 1. to be in the 
right position for, to have the right to have 
something O The project does not qualify for 
a government grant. 2. to pass a test or one 
section of a competition and so go on to the 
next stage O She qualified for round two of 
the competition. 

qualitative /'kwolitotiv/ adj referring to 
quality 

® quality /'kwoliti/ noun 1. how good 
something is O We want to measure the air 
quality in the centre of town. O There are 
several high-quality restaurants in the West 
End. 2. □ of quality of good quality O They 
served a meal of real quality. O The carpet is 
expensive because it is of very good quality. 
3. something which is part of a person’s char¬ 
acter O She has many good qualities, but un¬ 
fortunately is extremely lazy. O What 
qualities do you expect in a good salesman? 
(NOTE: The plural is qualities.) ■ adj of 
good quality O We aim to provide a quality 
service at low cost. 

quality control /'kwoliti kon.troul/ noun 
checking a product to make sure that it is of 
the right standard 

quality controller /'kwoliti kon.troub/ 
noun a person who carries out quality control 
quality of life /,kwoliti ov 'laif/ noun the 
degree to which you have good health or 
have a happy life, e.g. if you live in a nice 
place, or if you have enough money for what 
you need 

qualm /kwa:m/ noun a feeling of doubt or 
worry □ to have no qualms about some¬ 
thing not to worry about something O He has 
no qualms about asking the bank to lend him 
money. 

quandary /'kwondori/ noun □ to be in a 
quandary not to be able to decide what to do 
O The family doctor was in a quandary when 
she found that the girl was pregnant and had 
not told her family. O We are still in some¬ 
thing of a quandary about who to invite to 
our wedding. 

quantifier /'kwonti.faio/ noun a word 
such as ‘all’ or ‘some’ that shows the range 
of things referred to 

quantify /'kwontifai/ verb to measure 
something in quantities. Synonym calculate 
quantitative /'kwontitotiv/ adj referring 
to quantity ( formal) 

(D quantity /'kwontiti/ noun an amount □ 
quantities of a large amount of O Quantities 
of explosives were found in the garage. O a 
quantity of 1. a lot of O The police found a 
quantity of stolen jewels. 2. a certain amount 
of O A small quantity of illegal drugs was 
found in the car. 


quarter 

quantum leap /.kwontom 'li:p/ noun a 
great movement forwards 
quarantine /'kworontiin/ noun a period 
of time when an animal or a person, usually 
coming from another country, has to be kept 
apart from others to avoid the risk of passing 
on diseases o The animals were put in quar¬ 
antine on arrival at the port. Synonym isola¬ 
tion ■ verb to put someone or an animal in 
quarantine O All the passengers and crew 
were quarantined and not allowed to leave 
the plane. 

quarrel /'kworol/ noun an argument o 
They have had a quarrel and aren’t speaking 
to each other. O I think the quarrel was over 
who was in charge of the cash desk. □ to 
pick a quarrel with someone to start an ar¬ 
gument with someone O It was very embar¬ 
rassing when my father picked a quarrel with 
the waiter over the bill. □ to patch up a 
quarrel to settle an argument O After several 
months of arguing they finally patched up 
their quarrel. □ to have no quarrel with 
someone or something not to have any rea¬ 
son to complain about someone or something 
O I have no quarrel with the idea of women 
priests. ■ verb 1. □ to quarrel about or over 
something to argue about something o 
They ’re always quarrelling over money. 2. to 
disagree with someone O I don’t quarrel with 
your figures. (NOTE: quarrelling - quar¬ 
relled. The US spelling is quarreling - 
quarreled.) 

quarrelsome /'kwor9ls(9)m/ adj always 
arguing, often getting into arguments. Syn¬ 
onym argumentative. Antonym agreeable 
quarry /'kwDri/ noun 1. a place where sub¬ 
stances such as stone are dug out of the 
ground O If you hear an explosion, it is be¬ 
cause they ’re blasting in the quarry. (NOTE: 
The plural is quarries in this meaning.) 2. 
an animal or person who is being hunted O 
Gunmen surrounded the building where the 
kidnappers were, but their quarry managed 
to escape. (NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 
■ verb to dig stone out of the ground o The 
stone used to build the castle was quarried 
locally. 

quart /kwoit/ noun a measure of liquid 
equal to two pints or one quarter of a gallon 
(D quarter /'kwoito/ noun 1. one of four 
parts, a fourth, 25% O She cut the pear into 
quarters. O The jar is only a quarter empty. 
O He paid only a quarter of the normal fare 
because he works for the airline. 2. □ three 
quarters three out of four parts, 75% O 
Three quarters of the offices are empty. O 
The bus was three quarters full. 3. US 25 
cent coin O Do you have a quarter for the 
machine? 4. a period of three months □ 
fourth quarter, last quarter the period of 
three months from October to the end of the 
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year 5. one of the four compass directions 
which come between north, east, south and 
west 6. an area O The fire started in the mer¬ 
chants ’ quarter of the town. 7. someone who 
may give help or information O We didn ’t ex¬ 
pect any help from that quarter. ■ verb to ar¬ 
range for soldiers to live in a place 
temporarily O The battalion was quartered in 
a village near the front line. 
quarterback /'kwoitobaek/ noun US a 
key player in American football who plays 
behind the forwards and directs the team’s 
attacks 

<D quarter-final /,kwo:to 'fain(o)l/ noun 
(in sport) one of four matches in a competi¬ 
tion, in which the person or team which wins 
goes into the semi-finals 
d> quarterly /'kwoitoli/ adj, adv which 
happens every three months O a quarterly 
payment O There is a quarterly charge for 
electricity. O We pay the rent quarterly or on 
a quarterly basis. ■ noun a magazine which 
appears every three months O He writes for 
one of the political quarterlies. (NOTE: The 
plural is quarterlies.) 

quartermaster /'kwoito.mcnsto/ noun 
(in the army) an army officer in charge of 
stores of food and equipment 
® quarters /'kwoitoz/ plural noun 1. 
places where people live O When they come 
off duty the staff go back to their quarters. 2. 
□ at close quarters close to, very near o I 
had seen her often on TV, but this was the 
first time I had seen her at close quarters. 
quartet /kwoi'tet/ noun 1. four musicians 
playing together O She plays the cello in a 
string quartet. 2. a piece of music for four 
musicians O a Beethoven string quartet 3. 
four people or four things O A quartet of Brit¬ 
ish archaeologists discovered the tomb. O 
Have you read his quartet of novels about 
Egypt? 

quartz /kwo its/ noun a hard mineral often 
found as crystals in rocks and which makes 
up the major part of sand 
quasar /'kweiza:/ noun a very distant ob¬ 
ject in the universe, similar to a star, which 
gives off very strong radiation 
quash /kwoJY verb 1. to make a judgment 
or ruling no longer valid O The appeal court 
quashed the verdict. O He applied for judi¬ 
cial review to quash the order. 2. to make 
something end O The government moved 
quickly to quash rumours of a split in the 
Cabinet. 

quaver /'kweivo/ noun 1. a musical note 
lasting half as long as a crotchet and a quarter 
as long as a minim (NOTE: The US term is 
eighth note.) 2. a tremble in the voice o 
There was a slight quaver in her voice as she 
answered the judge’s question. ■ verb (of 


question 

voice) to shake slightly o A quavering voice 
answered the telephone. 
quay /ki:/ noun a place where ships tie up to 
load or unload (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

key.) 

quayside /'kiisaid/ noun the edge of a 
quay 

queasy /'kwiizi/ adj feeling sick 
® queen /kwiin/ noun 1. the wife of a king 
O King Charles I’s queen was the daughter 
of the king of France. 2. a woman who rules 
a country O The Queen sometimes lives in 
Windsor Castle. O Queen Victoria was queen 
for many years. 3. the second most important 
piece in chess, after the king O In three 
moves he had captured my queen. 4. (in play¬ 
ing cards) the card with the face of a woman, 
with a value between the king and jack O He 
had the queen of spades. (NOTE: Queen is 
spelt with a capital letter when used before 
a name or when referring to a particular per¬ 
son: Queen Elizabeth /.) 

Queen’s Counsel /.kwiinz 'kaunsol/ 
noun a senior lawyer. Abbr QC 
queer /kwio/ adj 1. unusual or strange 
(dated) O There’s something very queer 
about the message. O Isn’t it queer that she 
hasn’t phoned back? O There’s a queer smell 
in the kitchen. (NOTE: queerer - queerest) 
2. homosexual (offensive unless used by 
people who are gay) 3. slightly ill (dated) o 
She felt queer and went home to go to bed. ■ 
noun a homosexual man (offensive unless 
used by people who are gay) m verb □ to 
queer the pitch for someone to upset some¬ 
one’s plans (dated) O His offer has queered 
the pitch for all the others. 
quell /kwel/ verb 1. to calm a situation in 
which there is a lot of noise and fighting O 
Extra police were drafted in to quell the dis¬ 
turbances. 2. to hold back feelings O She 
tried to quell her fears about the journey. O It 
was difficult to quell a feeling of resentment. 
quench /kwentJV verb □ to quench your 
thirst to have a drink when you are thirsty O 
I expect you would like something to quench 
your thirst. 

querulous /'kwerulos/ adj complaining in 
a bad-tempered way (literary) 
query /'kwiori/ noun a question o She had 
to answer a mass of queries about the tax 
form. (NOTE: The plural is queries.) ■ verb 
to doubt whether something is true; to ask a 
question about something O I would query 
whether these figures are correct. O The 
committee members queried the cost of the 
Christmas party. 

(D quest /kwest/ noun a search □ in quest 
of in search of, looking for O They set off in 
quest of shelter. 

CD question /'kwestJon/ noun 1. a sen¬ 
tence which needs an answer O The teacher 
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couldn’t answer the children’s questions. O 
Some of the questions in the exam were too 
difficult. O The manager refused to answer 
questions from journalists about the fire. 2. a 
problem or matter O The question is, who do 
we appoint to run the shop when we’re on 
holiday? O The main question is that of cost. 
O He raised the question of moving to a less 
expensive part of town. □ in question under 
discussion O Please keep to the matter in 
question. □ it is out of the question it cannot 
possibly be done O You cannot borrow any 
more money - it’s out of the question. O It’s 
out of the question for her to have any more 
time off. ■ verb 1 . to ask questions O The po¬ 
lice questioned the driver for four hours. 2. 
to suggest that something may be wrong o 
We all question how accurate the computer 
printout is. 

questionable /'kwestj9n9b(o)l/ adj 
which is not completely honest or straightfor¬ 
ward. Synonym dubious. Antonym 
indisputable 

questioner /'kwestjono/ noun a person 
who asks questions. Synonym interviewer. 
Antonym interviewee 
questioning /'kwestJ(o)mq/ noun a situ¬ 
ation in which someone is asked a lot of 
questions, especially formally or officially, 
or an instance of this 

<D question mark /'kwe/tjon mark/ 
noun a sign (?) used in writing to show that a 
question is being asked. Synonym doubt □ 
there’s a question mark over something it 

is not likely that something will happen or 
will be good enough O There’s still a ques¬ 
tion mark over whether or not he can come. 
O There’s a big question mark over the Eng¬ 
land goalkeeper. 

d> questionnaire /kwestjo'neo/ noun a 
printed list of questions given to people to 
answer, especially used in market research 
question tag /'kwestj(3)n taeg/ noun a 
short phrase at the end of a statement that 
changes it into a question. In English, exam¬ 
ples are the phrases ‘isn’t it?’ and ‘have 
you?’ 

(D queue /kju:/ noun 1. a line of people or 
things such as cars, waiting one behind the 
other for something O There was a queue of 
people waiting to get into the exhibition. O 
We joined the queue at the entrance to the 
stadium. □ to form a queue to stand in line O 
Please form a queue to the left of the door. O 
Queues formed at ticket offices when the 
news of cheap fares became known. □ to 
jump the queue to go in front of other peo¬ 
ple standing in a queue O Are you trying to 
jump the queue? - Go to the back! 2. a series 
of documents or telephone calls which are 
dealt with in order O Your call is being held 
in a queue and will be dealt with as soon as a 


quick-witted 

member of staff is free. □ his order went to 
the end of the queue his order was dealt 
with last ■ verb □ to queue (up) to stand in a 
line waiting for something O We queued for 
hours to get the theatre tickets. O Queue here 
for the London sightseeing bus. (NOTE: 
queuing - queued) 

queuing system /'kjunrj .sistom/ noun 
a system where telephone calls are held and 
answered in turn 

quibble /'kwib(o)l/ noun a minor argument 
O 7 have only a few quibbles about the style, 
but basically I like the book. Synonym ob¬ 
jection ■ verb □ to quibble about some¬ 
thing to argue about the details of something 
which is extremely unimportant O They spent 
hours quibbling about who should pay the 
bill. 

quiche /ki:JV noun an open pastry case with 
a filling of food such as eggs or vegetables 
(D quick /kwik/ adj 1. fast O I’m trying to 
work out the quickest way to get to the Tower 
of London. O We had a quick lunch and then 
went off for a walk. O He is much quicker at 
calculating than I am. O I am not sure that 
going by air to Paris is quicker than taking 
the train. □ quick as a flash very quickly O I 
dropped my purse and quick as a flash a little 
boy picked it up. □ to be quick off the mark 
to do something very fast, faster than every¬ 
one else □ to be quick on the uptake to un¬ 
derstand something very fast, faster than 
anyone else 2. □ she has a quick temper she 
becomes angry easily ■ adv fast ( informal ) o 
Come here quick, I want to show you some¬ 
thing. ■ noun the flesh under the nails on 
your fingers and toes 

quicken /'kwikon/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing go faster O He quickened his steps as 
he neared the house. 2. to make more active, 
to become more active o The decision is 
bound to quicken racial tensions. O The in¬ 
terest of the public began to quicken as it 
came closer to the time for the festival. 
quickie /'kwiki/ noun 1. something which 
takes only a short time to deal with, e.g. a 
drink or question 2. a quick sex act (humor¬ 
ous) ■ adv referring to something that hap¬ 
pens quicklyO a quickie divorce 
(D quickly /'kwikli/ adv very fast, without 
taking much time O He ate his supper very 
quickly because he wanted to watch the 
match on TV. O The firemen came quickly 
when we called 999. 

quicksilver /'kwiksilvo/ noun mercury, 
silver-coloured liquid metal used in ther¬ 
mometers ( archaic literary) □ like quicksil¬ 
ver very fast O The money seemed to 
disappear like quicksilver. 
quick-witted /.kwik 'witid/ adj who 
thinks very fast 
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quid 

(D quid /kwid/ noun a pound sterling ( infor¬ 
mal ) (NOTE: no plural) 

quid pro quo /.kwid prou 'kwou/ noun 
something done in return for something else 
(D quiet /'kwaiot/ adj 1. without any noise 
O Can’t yon make the children keep quiet? - 
I’m trying to work. O The brochure said that 
the rooms were quiet, but ours looked out 
over a busy main road. O The children have 
gone out and the house is so quiet. □ quiet as 
a mouse very quiet O She sat in the corner, 
as quiet as a mouse, watching what was go¬ 
ing on. 2. with no great excitement O We had 
a quiet holiday by the sea. O It’s a quiet little 
village. O The hotel is in the quietest part of 
the town. 3. simple □ quiet wedding a wed¬ 
ding with few guests O We decided to have a 
quiet wedding - just our brothers and sisters. 
□ quiet colour scheme the colours which are 
used for painting something such as the walls 
of a room, and which are not bright ■ noun 

1. calm and peace O All I want is a bit of 
peace and quiet. O The quiet of the Sunday 
afternoon was spoilt by aircraft noise. 2. □ 
on the quiet in secret O They got married 
last weekend on the quiet. ■ verb to make 
someone calm O She tried to quiet the 
screaming child. 

quieten /'kwai9t(o)n/ verb to make some¬ 
one quiet, to calm someone down 
(D quietly /'kwaiotli/ adv without making 
any noise O The burglar climbed quietly up 
to the window. O She shut the door quietly 
behind her. 

quietness /'kwaiotnos/ noun calm and 
peace 

quiff /kwif/ noun hair which stands up over 
your forehead 

quill /kwil/ noun 1. a long feather, in the 
past a feather used as a pen O In the eigh¬ 
teenth century people wrote with quill pens. 

2. one of the long sharp hairs on a porcupine 
O The porcupine raises its quills when it is 
attacked. 

quilt /kwilt/ noun a thick cover for a bed. t 
patchwork. Synonym duvet 
quilted /'kwiltid/ adj made with thick ma¬ 
terial sewn between two layers of cloth 
quins /kwinz/ plural noun same as 
quintuplets 

quintessence /kwin'tes(o)ns/ noun an 
essential part, a perfect example of some¬ 
thing. Synonym essence 
quintessential /.kwinti'senfol/ adj which 
is a perfect example of something. Synonym 
typical. Antonym atypical 
quintet /kwin'tet/ noun 1. five musicians 
playing together O She plays the cello in a 
string quintet. 2. a piece of music for five 
musicians O a Mozart flute quintet 


quiz 

quintuplets /'kwintjuplots/ plural noun 
five babies bom to a mother at the same time. 
Also called quins 

quip /kwip/ noun a joke, clever remark o 
He made some sort of quip about her hair 
style. Synonym witticism ■ verb to make a 
joke or a clever remark O ‘Hey, big spender! ’ 
she quipped as she saw him staggering out of 
the supermarket laden with plastic bags. 
Synonym joke (NOTE: quipping - quipped) 
quirk /kw3ik/ noun an unusual or strange 
thing □ quirk of fate a strange thing which 
happens O By a strange quirk of fate, he 
found himself in the same hotel room as he 
had been in with his girlfriend twenty years 
earlier. 

quirky /'kw3iki/ adj strange, unusual. Syn¬ 
onym idiosyncratic. Antonym normal 
(D quit /kwit/ verb 1. to leave something 
such as a job or a place and not return O 
When the boss criticised her, she quit. O 
I’m fed up with the office, I’m thinking of 
quitting. 2. US to stop doing something O 
Will you quit bothering me! O He quit smok¬ 
ing. ) quits (NOTE: quitting - quit or 
quitted) 

® quite /kwait/ adv 1. to some degree o 
It’s quite a long play. O She’s quite a good 
writer. O The book is quite amusing but I 
liked the TV play better. Synonym fairly 2. 
completely O You ’re quite mad to go walking 
in a snowstorm. O He’s quite right. O I don’t 
quite understand why you want to go China. 
□ not quite not completely O The work is not 
quite finished yet. O Have you eaten all the 
bread? - Not quite. 3. □ quite a few, quite a 
lot several, many O Quite a few people on the 
boat were sick. O Quite a lot of staff come to 
work by car. 

(D quits /kwits/ adj even ( informal ) O to 
call it quits ( informal) 1. to say that you are 
even O Give me £2.50 and we’ll call it quits. 
2. to decide to stop doing something O It’s 
getting late, let’s call it quits and start again 
tomorrow morning. 

quitter /'kwits/ noun a person who gives 
up easily ( informal ) 

quiver /'kwivo/ noun 1. a slight shake o 
The only sign of any emotion was a slight 
quiver in his hand as he signed the contract. 
O A quiver of excitement ran through the 
crowd. 2. a container for arrows O Robin 
Hood carried a quiver of arrows on his back. 
■ verb to shake slightly o The dog watched 
the snake, quivering with fear. O The chil¬ 
dren rushed to the Christmas tree, quivering 
with excitement. Synonym tremble 
(D quiz /kwiz/ noun a game where you are 
asked a series of questions O She got all the 
questions right in the quiz. O They organised 
a general knowledge quiz. ('NOTE: The plural 
is quizzes.) ■ verb to ask someone ques- 


quizmaster 

tions O The police quizzed him for hours 
about the missing car. 

quizmaster /'kwizmaisto/ noun a person 
who asks the questions on a quiz show or 
game show 

quiz show /'kwiz Jou/ noun a TV or radio 
programme where people are asked a series 
of questions 

quizzical /'kwizik(o)l/ adj showing that 
you think something is surprising or funny 
quoits /koits/ noun a game where large 
rings are thrown over a stick set upright in 
the ground 

quorum /'kwoirom/ noun the number of 
people who have to be present at a meeting to 
make it official or legal □ to have a quorum 
to have enough people present for a meeting 
to go ahead 

quota /'kwouto/ noun a fixed amount of 
goods which can be supplied 
quotation /kwou'teiJ(o)n/ noun 1. the 
words of one person which are repeated by 
another person O The article ended with a 
quotation from one of Churchill’s speeches. 
2. a statement of the likely cost of work to be 
done O We asked for quotations for refitting 
the shop. O His quotation was much lower 
than all the others. 


quotient 

quotation marks /kwou'teiJXojn ma:ks/ 
plural noun printed or written marks (‘ ’) 
showing that a quotation starts or finishes 
® quote /kwout/ noun 1. a quotation o / 
need some good quotes from his speech to 
put into my report. 2. a statement of the cost 
of work to be done O We asked for quotes for 
refitting the kitchen. O In the end, we ac¬ 
cepted the lowest quote. ■ verb 1. to use a 
particular number to refer to something O In 
reply please quote this number. O He replied, 
quoting the number of the invoice. 2. to re¬ 
peat what someone has said or written O He 
started his speech by quoting lines from 
Shakespeare's ‘Hamlet’. □ can I quote you 
on that? can I repeat what you have just 
said? O I think the fee will be £15,000, but 
don’t quote me on that. 3. to show the begin¬ 
ning of a quotation when speaking O He 
didn’t come to the office because he had, 
quote, ‘hurt his back’. 4. to give a statement 
showing the cost for work to be done O He 
quoted £10,000 for the job. O Their prices 
are always quoted in dollars. 
quotes /kwouts/ plural noun quotation 
marks (‘ ’) 

quotient /'kw3uJ(o)nt/ noun the result 
when one number is divided by another 
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r /a:/, R noun the eighteenth letter of the al¬ 
phabet, between Q and S □ oysters can only 
be eaten when there is an fc R’ in the month 
you are not supposed to eat oysters when the 
name of the month doesn’t have an R in it, 
i.e. in May, June, July and August 
rabbi /'rasbai/ noun a Jewish religious 
leader or teacher (NOTE: also used as a title 
before a name: Rabbi Jonathan Sacks) 

© rabbit /'rabbit/ noun a common wild ani¬ 
mal with grey fur, long ears and a short white 
tail O The rabbit ran down its hole. O He 
tried to shoot the rabbit but missed. O She 
keeps a pet rabbit in a cage. Synonym 
bunny ■ verb (informal ) □ to rabbit on 
about something to talk for a long time 
about something O He was rabbitting on 
about his collection of toy soldiers. 
rabbit warren /'raebit .wDron/ noun 1. a 
series of underground tunnels where rabbits 
live O There are many rabbit warrens in the 
park. 2. an area where there are a lot of nar¬ 
row streets O We got lost in the rabbit warren 
of old streets behind the market. 
rabble /'raeb(3)l/ noun a crowd, a large vio¬ 
lent mass of people. Synonym mob 
rabid /'raebid, 'reibid/ adj 1. referring to 
rabies, suffering from rabies O He was bitten 
by a rabid dog. 2. extremely violent O He’s a 
rabid socialist. O The government has been 
taken over by rabid nationalists. 
rabies /'reibiiz/ noun a serious disease 
which can cause death and which is passed to 
humans by infected animals. Also called 
hydrophobia 

raccoon /ro'kuin/ noun a type of small 
North American wild animal, with black and 
white bands of colour on its face 
© race /reis/ noun 1. a competition to see 
which person, animal or vehicle is the fastest 
O She was second in the 200 metres race. O 
The bicycle race goes round the whole coun¬ 
try. □ race against time to have difficulty in 
getting something finished on time O They 
tried to block the hole in the sea wall but with 
the high tide rising it was a race against 
time. | boat race 2. one of the large groups 
into which people are divided, according to 
features such as the colour of their skin or 
hair O The government is trying to stamp out 


discrimination on grounds of race. O They 
are prejudiced against people of mixed race. 

■ verb 1 . to compete in a race O I’ll race you 
to see who gets to school first. 2. to run fast O 
They saw the bus coming and raced to the 
bus stop. O He snatched some watches from 
the shop window and then raced away down 
the street. 

© racecourse /'reiskois/ noun a 
grass-covered track where horse races are 
held 

racehorse /'reishois/ noun a horse bred 
and trained especially to run in horse races 
racer /'reiso/ noun 1 . a person who is run¬ 
ning in a race O He’s a well-known bicycle 
racer. O All the racers came round the cor¬ 
ner together. 2. something such as a special 
car, boat or horse used for racing O He’s 
bought a new racer. 

race relations /reis ri'leiJ(o)nz/ plural 
noun relations between different groups of 
races in the same country O Race relations 
officers have been appointed in some police 
forces. 

© races /'reisiz/ plural noun a series of 
horse races held during one single day, or 
over several days 

© racetrack /'reistraek/ noun a track 
where races are run 

racial /'reiJ(o)l/ adj referring to different 
races. Synonym ethnic 
racialism / l reiJ , (3)liz(o)m/ noun same as 
racism (dated) 

racialist /'reiJXo^ist/ adj, noun same as 

racist 

racially /'reiJ(o)li/ adv in a racial way □ 
racially motivated done because of racial 
hate O The arson attack on the house was ra¬ 
cially motivated. 

© racing /'reisig/ noun competitions to see 
who is fastest 

racism /'reisiz(o)m/ noun the belief that a 
group of people are not as good as others be¬ 
cause they are of a different race, and treating 
them differently 

racist /'reisist/ adj believing that some 
people are not as good as others because of 
race and treating them differently O The mur¬ 
der was thought to have been a racist attack. 

■ noun a person who treats someone differ- 


rack 
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ently because of race O He’s an old racist 
and you won’t change his views. O The for¬ 
mer regime was full of racists. 

(D rack /raek/ noun 1. a frame for holding 
things, e.g. letters, tools or suitcases o He put 
the envelope in the letter rack on his desk. 2. 
□ to go to rack and ruin to get into a bad 
state O He spent all his time in the bar and let 
his business go to rack and ruin. ■ verb □ to 
rack your brains to think very hard o I’m 
racking my brains, trying to remember the 
name of the shop. 

(D racket /'raekit/ noun 1 . a light frame with 
tight strings, used for hitting the ball in 
games O She bought a new tennis racket at 
the start of the summer season. O She asked if 
she could borrow his badminton racket for 
the tournament. 2. a loud noise O Stop that 
racket at once! O The people next door make 
a terrible racket when they ’re having a party. 
3. an illegal deal which makes a lot of money 
O Don’t get involved in that racket, you ’ll 
pay a hefty fine if you get caught. O He runs 
a cut-price ticket racket. 
racy /'reisi/ adj (of behaviour) slightly 
shocking 

radar /'reida:/ noun a system for finding 
objects such as ships or aircraft, and working 
out where they are from radio signals which 
are reflected back from them as dots on a 
screen O The plane’s radar picked up an¬ 
other plane coming too close. 
radar trap /'reida: traep/ noun a small 
piece of equipment by the side of a road 
which notes details of cars which are travel¬ 
ling too fast. Also called speed trap 
radial /'reidiol/ adj 1. which comes out 
from a central point O The streets are ar¬ 
ranged in a radial pattern around the round¬ 
about. 2. referring to a radius 
radial tyres /.reidiol 'taioz/ plural noun 
tyres which have wires inside them to make 
them strong and give a better hold on the 
road surface 

radiance /'reidions/ noun the quality of 
shining extremely brightly 
radiant /'reidiont/ adj 1. shining extremely 
brightly O She came out of the church with a 
radiant smile. □ radiant with shining 
brightly with O He was radiant with joy as he 
read the results. 2. (of heat) which is sent out 
in the form of rays 

radiant heat /.reidiont 'hi:t/ noun the 
heat which is sent out by something hot, e.g. 
a fire 

radiate /'reidieit/ verb 1. to send out rays 
or heat o The sun radiates heat. 2. to spread 
out from a central point O The paths radiated 
from the tree in the centre of the garden. O 
The pain can radiate down both arms and up 
into the neck and jaw. 


radio telescope 

radiation /.reidi'eiJXojn/ noun the process 
of sending out rays or heat 
radiator /'reidieito/ noun 1 . a metal object, 
usually fixed to a wall, which is filled with 
hot water for heating a room O Turn the radi¬ 
ator down - it’s boiling in here. O When we 
arrived at the hotel our room was cold, so we 
switched the radiators on. 2. a metal con¬ 
tainer filled with cold water for preventing a 
car engine from becoming too hot O The ra¬ 
diator overheated causing the car to break 
down. 

(D radical /'raedik(o)l/ adj 1. thorough or 
complete O The government has had a radi¬ 
cal rethink about press freedom. O He 
pointed out the radical difference between 
the two parties ’policies on education. 2. new 
and completely different O His more radical 
proposals were turned down by the commit¬ 
tee. ■ noun a member of a radical party o 
Two Radicals voted against the government. 
Synonym extremist. Antonym conser¬ 
vative 

radicalism /'raedikolizbjm/ noun the po¬ 
litical ideas of a radical party. Synonym 

extremism 

radically /'raedikli/ adv 1. in a completely 
different, radical way O The British political 
scene has changed radically over the last 
twelve months. 2. basically O We are radi¬ 
cally opposed to lowering the age of consent. 
radical party /,r£edik(o)l 'paiti/ noun a 
party which is in favour of making great and 
fast change in the way a country is governed 
(D radio /'reidiou/ noun 1. a method of 
sending out and receiving messages using air 
waves O They got the news by radio. O We 
always listen to BBC radio when we’re on 
holiday. 2. a machine which sends out and 
receives messages using air waves O Turn on 
the radio - it’s time for the weather forecast. 
O I heard the news on the car radio. O 
Please, turn the radio down - I’m on the 
phone. ■ verb to send a message using a ra¬ 
dio O They radioed for assistance. 

(D radioactive /.reidiou'asktrv/ adj (of a 
substance) which, as its nucleus breaks up, 
gives off energy in the form of radiation 
which can pass through other substances 
radioactivity /.reidiouaek'tiviti/ noun en¬ 
ergy in the form of radiation from radioactive 
substances 

radiography /.reidi'Dgrofi/ noun the 
practice or process of making X-ray 
photographs 

radio ham /'reidiou haem/ noun a person 
who sends and receives radio messages for 
fun 

radio telescope /.reidiou 'teliskoup/ 
noun a telescope which uses radio waves to 
discover stars and other objects in the 
universe 


radiotherapy 

radiotherapy ^reidiau'Gerapi/ noun 
treating a disease by using radioactive rays 
such as X-rays or gamma rays on the affected 
part of the body 

radish /'rsediJY noun a small red root vege¬ 
table, eaten raw in salads (NOTE: The plural 
is radishes.) 

radium /'reidiom/ noun a radioactive 
metal, used to treat certain diseases such as 
cancer 

@ radius /'reidios/ noun 1. a line from the 
centre of a circle to the outside edge O We 
were all asked to measure the radius of the 
circle. 2. the distance in any direction from a 
particular central point O People within a ra¬ 
dius of twenty miles heard the explosion. O 
The school accepts children living within a 
two-mile radius. 3. the shorter and outer of 
the two bones in the arm between the elbow 
and the wrist O They found he had fractured 
his radius, t ulna 

radon /'reidon/ noun a natural inert radio¬ 
active gas, formed from the radioactive decay 
of radium 

RAF abbr Royal Air Force 
d> raffle /'ra 2 f(o)l/ noun a game where you 
buy a ticket with a number on it, in the hope 
of winning a prize O She won a bottle of per¬ 
fume in a raffle. ■ verb to give a prize in a 
lottery O They raffled a car for charity. 
raft /raift/ noun 1. a structure made of 
pieces of wood tied together to form a flat 
surface O They took their raft all the way 
down the Amazon. O Students held a raft race 
to raise money for charity. 2. many, a lot of O 
They had to answer a raft of questions about 
government policy. 

rafter /'raifto/ noun one of the long straight 
pieces of wood which hold up a roof. Syn¬ 
onym beam 

rag /raeg/ noun 1 . a piece of tom cloth o He 
used an old oily rag to clean his motorbike. □ 
like a red rag to a bull making you very an¬ 
noyed (informal) o Any mention of socialists 
is like a red rag to a bull to him. 2. a poor 
quality newspaper O I read about it in the lo¬ 
cal rag. ■ verb to play jokes on someone 
(dated) o He was ragged a lot at school. O 
The other girls ragged her about her rich 
boyfriend. Synonym tease 
rage /reid 3 / noun 1. violent anger o He 
rushed up to the driver of the other car in a 
terrible rage. □ to fly into a rage to get very 
angry suddenly O When he phoned her she 
flew into a rage, t road rage 2. □ it’s all the 
rage, it’s the latest rage it’s very fashion¬ 
able (informal) o It’s all the rage to wear 
flared trousers again. ■ verb to be violent O 
The storm raged all night. Synonym fume 
ragged /'raegid/ adj 1. (of clothes) tom o 
The old photographs showed poor children 
standing in ragged clothes. 2. (of edge of pa¬ 


ram 

per or cloth) not straight o If you'd used scis¬ 
sors to cut the wrapping paper you wouldn’t 
have made the edge all ragged. 
raging /'reid 3 ig/ adj very violent or painful 
rags /raegz/ plural noun old tom clothes 
ragtime /'rasgtaim/ noun a type of jazz 
music with a strong beat which is not regular 
raid /reid/ noun a sudden attack; a sudden 
visit by the police O Robbers carried out six 
raids on post offices during the night. O Po¬ 
lice carried out a series of raids on addresses 
in London. ■ verb to make a sudden attack 
on a place O The police raided the club. O We 
caught the boys raiding the fridge. 
raider /'reido/ noun a person who takes part 
in a raid 

(D rail /reil/ noun 1 . a straight metal or 
wooden bar O The pictures all hang from a 
picture rail. O Hold onto the rail as you go 
down the stairs. O There is a heated towel 
rail in the bathroom. 2. one of two parallel 
metal bars on which trains mn O Don’t try to 
cross the rails - it’s dangerous. O In the au¬ 
tumn, trains can be delayed by leaves on the 
rails. 3. the railway, a system of travel using 
trains O Six million commuters travel to work 
by rail each day. O We ship all our goods by 
rail. O Rail travellers are complaining about 
rising fares. O Rail travel is cheaper than air 
travel. ■ verb □ to rail off to close an area 
with railings O Police railed off the entrance 
to the court. 

railings /'reilirjz/ plural noun metal bars 
used as a fence 

® railroad /'reilroud/ noun US same as 
railway ■ verb to force something to happen 
(informal) O The government tried to rail¬ 
road their plan through parliament. 

(D railway /'reilwei/ noun 1 . a system of 
metal rails on which trains travel O The rail¬ 
way line crosses the river by a suspension 
bridge. 2. a way of travelling which uses 
trains to carry passengers and goods O The 
railway station is in the centre of town. O The 
French railway system has high-speed trains 
to all major cities. (NOTE: [all senses] The 
US term is railroad.) 

railway carriage /'reilwei ,k 2 erid 3 / noun 
a railway vehicle for passengers 
(D railway line /'reilwei lain/ noun the 
rails on which trains mn O Don’t cross the 
railway line when a train might be coming. 

® rain /rein/ noun drops of water which fall 
from the clouds O The ground is very dry - 
we've had no rain for days. O Yesterday we 
had 3cm of rain or 3cm of rain fell here yes¬ 
terday. O If you have to go out in the rain 
take an umbrella. O All this rain will help the 
plants grow. □ driving rain rain which is 
blown straight towards you by the wind O 
They were forced to turn back because of the 
driving rain. ■ verb to fall as drops of water 
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from the clouds O As soon as we sat down 
and took out the sandwiches it started to 
rain. O Look at the clouds, it’s going to rain. 
□ to be raining cats and dogs to rain a lot 
(informal ) o It rained cats and dogs all 
morning, but had cleared up by early 
afternoon. 

rainbow /'reinbou/ noun a shape like half 
a circle which shines with many colours in 
the sky when it is sunny and raining at the 
same time 

rain check /'rein tjek/ noun US an agree¬ 
ment to do something later □ I’ll take a rain 
check on that I will not accept your offer 
right now but I may accept it later O Thanks 
for the invitation, but I’ll take a rain check on 
that as I need to do some studying tonight. 
raincoat /'reinkout/ noun a coat which 
keeps off water, which you wear when it is 
raining 

raindrop /'reindrop/ noun a drop of water 
which falls from a cloud 
rainfall /'reinfoil/ noun the amount of rain 
which falls in a place over a certain period. 
Antonym sunshine 

rain forest /'rein .forist/ noun a thick for¬ 
est which grows in tropical regions where 
there is a lot of rain 

rain off /,rein 'of/ verb □ to be rained off 
not to happen or to stop happening, because 
of rain O The cricket match was rained off. 
rains /reinz/ plural noun (in tropical coun¬ 
tries) the season when it rains 
rainstorm /'reinstoim/ noun a storm with 
a lot of rain. Synonym cloudburst 
rainwater /'reinwoito/ noun water which 
has fallen as rain 

(3) rainy /'reini/ adj when it rains □ to keep 
something for a rainy day to keep some¬ 
thing in case you may need it later 
rainy season /'reini ,si:z(3)n/ noun a pe¬ 
riod of the year when it rains a lot. Compare 
dry season 

(D raise /reiz/ noun US an increase in salary 
O She asked the boss for a raise. (NOTE: The 
British term is pay rise.) ■ verb 1. to lift 
something, to make something higher O He 
picked up the flag and raised it over his head. 
O The newspaper headline says TAXES TO 
BE RAISED. O Air fares will be raised on 
June 1st. O When the shop raised its prices, it 
lost half of its customers. □ to raise your 
eyebrows to look surprised, t voice 2. to 
mention a subject which could be discussed 
O No one raised the subject of politics. O The 
chairman tried to prevent the question of re¬ 
dundancies being raised. 3. to obtain money 
O The hospital is trying to raise £2m to fi¬ 
nance its expansion programme. O Where 
will he raise the money from to start up his 
business? 4. to grow plants from seed O The 


new varieties are raised in special seedbeds. 
5. to look after a child O She was raised by 
her aunt in Canada. (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with raze.) 

raisin /'reiz(o)n/ noun a dried grape 
rake /reik/ noun 1 . a garden tool with a long 
handle and metal teeth, used for smoothing 
earth or for pulling dead leaves together O He 
took a rake and hoe to work on his allotment. 
□ as thin as a rake very thin o She’s a model 
and is as thin as a rake. 2. the angle of a 
slope O The rake of the stage is quite steep. ■ 
verb 1. to smooth loose soil with a rake o 
She raked the flowerbed before sowing her 
seeds. 2. to pull dead leaves together with a 
rake O He raked the leaves from under the 
trees. 3. to move a camera or gun slowly 
sideways so that it covers a wide area O 
From their lookout post they were able to 
rake the whole square with machine-gun fire. 
rake in /,reik 'in/ verb to gather something 
together ( informal) □ to rake in cash, to 
rake it in to make a lot of money o He ex¬ 
pects to rake in more than half a million. 
rake-off /'reik of/ noun an illegal payment 
made for doing something ( informal) Syn¬ 
onym bribe 

rake up /,reik 'Ap/ verb 1. to pull dead 
leaves together with a rake O She raked the 
dead leaves up into a pile. 2. to bring to¬ 
gether O We had difficulty in raking up the 
money to buy the house. 3. to bring back 
something unpleasant from the past O The 
newspapers tried to rake up the old scandal. 
rally /'raeli/ noun 1. a large meeting of 
members of a group or political party O We 
are holding a rally to protest against the job 
cuts. 2. a competition where cars have to go 
through difficult country in a certain time O 
He won the Monte Carlo rally by 55 minutes. 
O The navigator has to deal with the maps, 
signs and timing for a rally driver. 3. a series 
of shots in tennis O It was a great final -full 
of powerful serves and exciting rallies. 4. a 
rise in price when it has previously been go¬ 
ing downwards O Shares staged a rally on 
the Stock Exchange. (NOTE: The plural is ral¬ 
lies.) ■ verb 1. to gather together □ to rally 
round to group together to support someone 
O When her husband was sent to prison her 
friends rallied round. 2. to get better for a 
time from an illness O He was very poorly on 
Monday, but by the end of the week he had 
rallied a little. 3. to rise in price, after previ¬ 
ously going downwards O Shares rallied on 
the news of the latest government figures. 
ram /raem/ noun a male sheep o We keep 
the rams separate from the ewes. (NOTE: The 
female sheep is a ewe.) ■ verb 1. to move 
or hammer something down hard O He 
rammed the post into the soil with a heavy 
hammer. O He shouted and rammed his fist 


RAM 

on the table. 2. to crash into something such 
as another ship or car with a lot of force O 
The car rammed into the side of the lorry. O 
She swerved quickly to avoid ramming the 
oncoming car. 3. to push something hard O 
He rammed the envelope into his pocket. O 
She rushed into the house, shut the door, and 
rammed the bolt home. (NOTE: ramming - 
rammed) 

RAM /ram/ noun random access memory, 
computer memory that allows access to any 
part of the memory in any order without hav¬ 
ing to access the rest of memory 
Ramadan /'ramodasn/ noun a Muslim re¬ 
ligious festival, the ninth month of the Mus¬ 
lim year, during which believers are not 
allowed to eat or drink during the day 
ramble /'rambol/ noun a walk for pleasure 
in the countryside O We ’re going for a ram¬ 
ble through the beech woods. Synonym hike 
■ verb 1. to go for a walk for pleasure in the 
countryside O We went rambling last week¬ 
end. 2. □ to ramble (on) to talk on and on in 
a confused way O He has a tendency to ram¬ 
ble, and his phone calls never last less than 
half an hour. O She went rambling on about 
her ‘boy ’, and it wasn’t until later that I real¬ 
ised she was talking about her cat. 
rambler /'ramblo/ noun 1. a person who 
goes for walks for pleasure in the countryside 
O A group of ramblers came into the pub. 2. 
a type of rose which climbs O We planted a 
pink rambler round the cottage door. 
rambling /'ramblir)/ adj 1. long and con¬ 
fused O He made a rambling speech of 
thanks. 2. full of little streets or full of rooms 
which connect with each other in a confusing 
way O We got lost in a maze of rambling al¬ 
leys down by the harbour. O We stayed in a 
rambling old inn in Suffolk. ■ noun the prac¬ 
tice of walking for pleasure in the country¬ 
side O They had a rambling holiday in 
Yorkshire. O He lists his hobbies as reading 
and rambling. 

ramifications /.ramifi'keiJXojnz/ plural 
noun complicated and unexpected results O 
No one has really thought about all the rami¬ 
fications of European political union. 
ramp /raemp/ noun 1 . a slightly sloping sur¬ 
face joining two different levels O You drive 
up the ramp and tip your rubbish into a hole 
in the ground. O They have built a ramp so 
that wheelchairs can get into the library. 2. a 
small curved shape across the surface of a 
road O Drive carefully - ramps ahead! 
rampage /'rampeid 3 / noun □ to go on the 
rampage to go about breaking things or cre¬ 
ating a lot of noise and mess O After their 
team's defeat the fans went on the rampage 
around the town. ■ verb □ to rampage 
about to create a lot of mess and noise O She 


range 

was rampaging about, throwing books and 
pictures all over the place. 
rampant /'rampant/ adj which exists over 
a large area and cannot be controlled 
ramparts /'rampaits/ plural noun tall 
walls which protect O We walked round the 
castle ramparts. 

ramshackle /'ramJcek(o)l/ adj badly 
damaged and falling to pieces. Synonym 
rickety. Antonym sturdy 
ran /ran/C> run 

ranch /raintj/ noun 1. (in North or South 
America) a farm where horses or cows are 
kept O The cowboys returned to the ranch 
each evening. O They left the city and bought 
a ranch in Colorado. 2. (in Australia) a farm 
where sheep are reared (NOTE: The plural is 
ranches.) 

rancher /'raintjo/ noun a person who 
owns or runs a ranch. Synonym farmer 
rancid /'ransid/ adj (of food) with an un¬ 
pleasant taste because it has decayed or is not 
fresh 

rancour /'rarjko/ noun an angry feeling 
against someone or something (NOTE: The 
US spelling is rancor.) 

R&D abbr research and development 
random /'random 1 adj done without any 
planning. Synonym haphazard □ at ran¬ 
dom without choosing carefully O Pick any 
card at random. 

random access memory /.random 
'askses ,mem(o)ri/ noun full form of RAM 
random check /.random 'tjek/ noun a 
check on things taken from a group without 
choosing them in any particular order 
randomly /'randomli/ adv in a random 
way 

random sample /.random 'saimpol/ 
noun something taken for testing from 
among a number of similar things, without 
any obvious plan or pattern 
randy /'randi/ adj very keen to have sex 
(informal) (NOTE: randier - randiest) 
rang /rag/ £> ring 

(D range /reind 3 / noun 1. a series of build¬ 
ings or mountains in line O There is a range 
of outbuildings next to the farmhouse which 
can be converted into holiday cottages. O 
They looked out at the vast mountain range 
from the plane window. 2. especially US a 
wide open pasture O The cattle were left to 
feed on the range during the summer. 3. a 
choice or series of things which are available 
O We offer a wide range of sizes. O We have 
a range of holidays at all prices. O I am look¬ 
ing for something in the £20-£30 price 
range. 4. a distance which you can go; a dis¬ 
tance over which you can see or hear O The 
missile only has a range of 100 km. O The 
police said the man had been shot at close 
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range. O The optician told her that her range 
of vision would be limited. 5. a large piece of 
kitchen equipment used for cooking food, 
usually with two or more ovens O The 
centrepiece of the kitchen was the magnifi¬ 
cent new range, t rifle range ■ verb □ to 
range from to spread from o The sizes range 
from small to extra large. O Holidays range 
in price from £150 to £350 per person. O The 
quality of this year’s examination papers 
ranged from excellent to very poor. 
ranger /'reind39/ noun a person in charge 
of the management and protection of a forest, 
park or nature reserve 

<D rank /rasqk/ noun 1. a row of soldiers O 
The soldiers kept rank as they advanced to¬ 
wards the enemy. 2. a position in society or 
in a service such as the army or police o 
What rank does he hold in the police force? 
O After ten years he had reached the rank of 
corporal. □ other ranks ordinary soldiers □ 
he rose from the ranks from being an ordi¬ 
nary soldier he became an officer O General 
Smith rose from the ranks. 3. □ the rank and 
file ordinary people O Rank-and-file union 
members voted against the proposal. ■ verb 
to be placed in order of importance O Shake¬ 
speare ranks among the greatest world au¬ 
thors. O As an artist he doesn’t rank as 
highly as his sister. Synonym rate ■ adj 1. 
complete o The race was won by a rank out¬ 
sider. 2. (of plants) growing tall and thick o 
Rank grass surrounded the marsh. 3. with an 
unpleasant smell O the rank smell of stale ci¬ 
gar smoke 

ranking /'raerjkir)/ noun a position in order 
of importance 

rankle /'raer)k(9)l/ verb to cause continuing 
bitter feelings 

ransack /'rasnssek/ verb to cause a lot of 
damage and mess while searching a place to 
find something 

ransom /‘r£ens(o)m/ noun money paid to 
get back someone who is being held prisoner 
O The daughter of the banker was held by 
kidnappers who asked for a ransom of £lm. 
■ verb to pay money so that someone is set 
free O She was ransomed by her family. O to 
hold someone to ransom 1. to keep some¬ 
one secretly until money is paid O The strik¬ 
ing lorry drivers are holding the country to 
ransom. 2. to hold someone in such a way 
that they have to agree to what you ask 
ransom note /'ra 2 ns(o)m nout/ noun a 
message sent by someone who is holding an¬ 
other person prisoner and asking for money 
to be paid 

rant /raent/ verb to complain or shout 
loudly. Synonym rage 
rap /raep/ noun 1. a short sharp hit o There 
was a rap on the door. 2 . □ to take the rap 
to accept responsibility, to take the blame (in¬ 


rare 

formal) o Let me take the rap with the boss 
for having a long lunch break. 3. a form of 
African Caribbean music where the singer 
speaks words quickly over a strong beat, im¬ 
provising as he or she goes along O The club 
played rap all evening. ■ verb 1. to give a 
sharp tap O Even though he rapped on the 
door with a stick, no one heard. □ to rap 
someone over the knuckles to criticise 
someone O He was rapped over the knuckles 
by the Prime Minister. 2. to sing rap music O 
Although he couldn’t play the guitar or the 
drums he was great at rapping. (NOTE: rap¬ 
ping - rapped) 

rape /reip/ noun the offence of attacking a 
person and forcing them to have sex O 
There’s been a dramatic increase in the num¬ 
ber of rapes in this area over the past year. O 
He was in court, charged with rape. ■ verb 
to attack someone and force them to have sex 
O The girl was raped at the bus stop. O He 
was in court, charged with raping the 
student. 

<D rapid /'raepid/ adj fast o There has been 
a rapid rise in property prices this year. O 
The rapid change in the weather forced the 
yachts to turn for home. Synonym swift ■ 
noun □ to shoot rapids to sail down a 
fast-flowing river in a boat O One of her fa¬ 
vourite pastimes is shooting rapids in her 
kayak. 

rapidity /ro'piditi/ noun speed 
<D rapidly /'raepidli/ adv quickly 
rapids /'raepidz/ plural noun a place where 
a river runs fast over rocks O He took her 
whitewater rafting down the rapids. 
rapist /'reipist/ noun a person who has 
raped someone 

rapper /'raepo/ noun a person who speaks 
words to rap music. Synonym singer 
rapport /rae'po:/ noun an understanding, a 
close connection between two people or 
groups 

rapprochement /rae'prDjmor)/ noun a 
situation where two states become more 
friendly after a period of not being at all 
friendly. Synonym reconciliation. Antonym 
hostility 

rapt /raept/ adj concentrating so much on 
something or someone that you do not notice 
what is around you □ with rapt attention 
with all your attention O The audience lis¬ 
tened to the lecture with rapt attention. 
rapture /'rasptjo/ noun a state of great hap¬ 
piness or enthusiasm 

® rare /res/ adj 1. unusual, not common o 
It's very rare to meet a foreigner who speaks 
perfect Chinese. O Experienced sales staff 
are rare these days. O The woodland is the 
habitat of a rare species offrog. 2. (of meat) 
which is very lightly cooked O How would 
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rarely 

you like your steak? - Rare, please! (NOTE: 

rarer - rarest) 

(D rarely /'resli/ adv not often, almost never 
O I rarely buy a Sunday newspaper. O He is 
rarely in his office on Friday afternoons. 
Synonym seldom. Antonym often 
raring /'reorig/ adj (informal ) □ raring to 
go very keen to go or to start doing some¬ 
thing O The marathon starts in five minutes, 
and the crowd of runners are raring to go. 
rarity /'resriti/ noun 1. the state of being 
rare O The rarity of the species means that it 
must be protected. 2. a rare thing O Hot 
sunny days are a rarity in November. O We 
get so few tourists that a coachload of them is 
a real rarity. 

rascal /'raisksl/ noun a person, especially 
a child, who is badly behaved 
rash /rasJV noun 1 . a mass of red spots on 
your skin, which stays for a time and then 
disappears O He showed the rash to the doc¬ 
tor. O She had a rash on her arms. □ to 
break out in a rash to suddenly get a rash 2. 
a series of things that happen O There has 
been a rash of burglaries lately. (NOTE: The 
plural is rashes.) ■ adj not careful; done 
without thinking O It was a bit rash of him to 
suggest that he would pay for everyone. Syn¬ 
onym impetuous. Antonym sensible 
(NOTE: rasher - rashest) 

® rasher /' raejs/ noun a thin piece of bacon 
rashly /'raejli/ adv without considering 
what might happen 

rasp /ra:sp/ noun 1 . a rough metal file o He 
used a steel rasp to smooth the surface of the 
table. 2. a harsh grating noise O the rasp of 
the saw on the metal sheet ■ verb to make a 
grating noise O The steel bolt rasped as he 
slid it back. □ rasping cough or voice a 
cough or voice which has a dry harsh sound 
O The kidnapper spoke with a rasping voice. 
O The woman next to me in the waiting room 
had a rasping cough. 

raspberry /'ra:zb(s)ri/ noun 1. a common 
red soft fruit which grows on tall plants O 
They picked raspberries and ate them for tea. 
O Could I have some raspberries and cream, 
please? O We had scones with raspberry jam. 
□ raspberry canes, raspberry bush plants 
formed of tall stems which bear this fruit O 
There are two rows of raspberry canes or of 
raspberry bushes in the garden. 2. a rude 
noise made with the mouth to show that you 
think something is rubbish O Instead of re¬ 
plying, she blew him a raspberry. (NOTE: 
The plural is raspberries.) 

Rastafarian /.rassts'fesrisn/ noun a 
member of an Afro-Caribbean religious 
group that considers the former emperor of 
Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, to be God 
rat /raet/ noun a common grey rodent, larger 
than a mouse, which has a long tail and can 


carry disease O Rats live in the sewers in the 
city. O Bubonic plague is a disease which is 
transmitted to people by fleas from rats. □ 
like rats leaving a sinking ship when large 
numbers of people leave a company or an or¬ 
ganisation because they think it is going to 
fail O Ministers are leaving the government 
like rats leaving a sinking ship. ■ verb □ to 
rat on someone to harm someone by telling 
their secrets (slang) o He ratted on his best 
friend. 

ratchet /'raetjit/ noun an object such as a 
wheel with teeth and a catch which prevents 
it from turning backwards. Synonym notch 
(J) rate /re it/ noun 1. a number shown as a 
proportion of another 2. how frequently 
something is done O His heart was beating at 
a rate of only 59 per minute. 3. a level of 
payment O He immediately accepted the rate 
offered. O Before we discuss the project fur¬ 
ther, I would like to talk about the rates of 
payment. O Their rate of pay is lower than 
ours. 4. speed O At the rate he’s going, he’ll 
be there before us. O If you type at a steady 
rate of 70 words per minute you’ll finish 
copying the text today. ■ verb to give a value 
to something O She’s rated in the top 20 
players. O I don’t rate his chances of winning 
very highly. 

<D rather /'raids/ adv 1. fairly, to a slight 
degree O Their house is rather on the small 
side. O Her dress is a rather pretty shade of 
blue. 2. □ rather than instead of O Rather 
than wait for hours for a bus, we decided to 
walk home. O He tried to use his credit card 
rather than pay cash. 

ratification /.rastifi'keiJXsjn/ noun offi¬ 
cial approval of something such as a rule, 
which then becomes official and must be 
obeyed. Antonym rejection 
ratify /'rastifai/ verb to approve something 
officially 

rating /'reitir)/ noun 1. the act or practice 
of giving a score or mark for something O 
What rating would you give that film? 2. (in 
the navy) an ordinary seaman o The new 
commander joined the navy 20 years ago as 
a rating. 

(D ratio /'reijisu/ noun an amount of some¬ 
thing in relation to another amount O the ra¬ 
tio of successes to failures O Our athletes 
beat theirs by a ratio of two to one (2:1). 
(NOTE: The plural is ratios.) 
ration /'ra 2 j(s)n/ noun an amount of food or 
supplies allowed O The rations provided for 
the expedition were more than sufficient. O 
The prisoners had to survive on meagre ra¬ 
tions. ■ verb to allow only a certain amount 
of food or supplies O Petrol may be rationed 
this winter. O During the war we were ra¬ 
tioned to one ounce of cheese per person per 
week. Synonym restrict 
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rational /'raeJX3)n(o)l/ adj sensible, based 
on reason 

rationale /.rceja'nail/ noun a set of reasons 
for which something is done. Synonym 

reasoning 

rationalisation /,raej(3)n3lai 'zei J (o)n/, 
rationalization noun the act of rationalising, 
of making something more effective 
rationalise /'raej^nolaiz/, rationalize 

verb 1 . to find a reason for actions which do 
not appear to be rational O He tried to ration¬ 
alise what he had done. 2. to make some¬ 
thing such as a system or a business work in a 
more effective way O The rail company is 
trying to rationalise its freight services. 
rationally /'raeJ(9)n(o)li/ adv in a reason¬ 
able way 

rationing /'raeJXoJmij/ noun the system of 
allowing people only a small amount of food 
or supplies in wartime 

rat race /'rast reis/ noun the bitter competi¬ 
tion for success in the business world (infor¬ 
mal) 

rattle /'rset(o)l/ noun 1 . a toy which you 
hold in your hand and which makes a loud re¬ 
peated noise when you shake it O The fans 
stood waving rattles and blowing whistles. O 
The baby threw the rattle out of the cot. 2. a 
harsh sound O He heard the rattle of a snake. 
■ verb 1 . to make a repeated harsh noise, like 
the sound of pieces of wood banging together 
O The wind made the windows rattle. 2. to 
upset someone o He didn't seem rattled by 
the news of the police investigation. 
rattle Off /,r 2 et(o)l 'Df/ verb to say some¬ 
thing very quickly 

rattlesnake /'raet(3)l,sneik/, rattler 
/'raet(o)lo/ noun a poisonous American snake 
which makes a rattling noise with its tail 
ratty /'raeti/ adj behaving in an angry way 
raucous /'roikos/ adj (of a sound) rough, 
harsh 

raunchy /'rointji/ adj sexually exciting (in¬ 
formal) (NOTE: raunchier - raunchiest) 

ravage /'ra£vid 3 / noun □ the ravages of 
damage caused by O The town will have to 
spend millions to repair the ravages of war. 
O You can try to withstand the ravages of 
time by dyeing your hair. ■ verb to damage 
or to destroy a place O The countryside had 
been ravaged by years of civil war. 
rave /reiv/ verb 1. to speak in an excited 
way O He ranted and raved until someone 
came to see what was the matter. 2. to be 
very enthusiastic about something o She 
raves about this little restaurant in the West 
End. ■ adj enthusiastic (informal) o The new 
musical had rave reviews. ■ noun a very 
large party for young people, with bright 
lights, loud music and usually drugs 


reach 

raven /'reiv(o)n/ noun a big black bird like 
a very large crow 

ravenous /'raev(o)nos/ adj very hungry 
ravine /ro'viin/ noun a deep narrow valley 
raving /'reivig/ adj, adv □ raving mad ex¬ 
tremely annoyed or angry (informal) o You 
must be raving mad, that’s far too expensive! 
ravioli /.raevi'suli/ noun an Italian dish of 
small pasta squares filled with meat or cheese 
ravishing /'raevijig/ adj very beautiful 
ravishingly /'raevijirjli/ adv in a way 
which is extremely attractive 
(§> raw /roil adj 1. not cooked O Don’t be 
silly -you can’t eat raw potatoes! O We had 
a salad of raw cabbage and tomatoes. O Su¬ 
shi is a Japanese dish of raw fish. O They 
served the meat almost raw. 2. which has not 
been treated in any way O We have a mass of 
raw data which has to be processed. 3. (of 
weather) cold and wet o a very raw winter’s 
morning O The driving wind was cold and 
raw. 4. (on the skin) sensitive because the 
skin has been rubbed off O The blister left 
her skin red and raw. □ to touch a raw 
nerve to mention something which someone 
is sensitive about (informal) o His mention of 
the money they owed touched a raw nerve. 5. 
□ a raw deal unfair treatment (informal) o 
He got a raw deal from the government when 
they refused to pay him a pension. 6. without 
any experience O to train raw recruits 
(D raw materials /ro: mo'tioriolz/ plural 
noun substances such as wool, wood or sand 
which are still in their natural state and have 
not yet been made into manufactured goods 
ray /rei/ noun 1. a beam of light or heat o A 
ray of sunshine hit the window pane and lit 
up the gloomy room. □ a ray of hope a small 
hopeful sign 2. a type of large flat sea fish O 
We had ray cooked in butter. 
rayon /'reron/ noun an artificial material 
which looks like silk 

raze /reiz/ verb □ to raze something to the 
ground to destroy something such as a build¬ 
ing completely O The office block will be 
razed to the ground to make way for the new 
road. O Whole sections of the town were 
razed to the ground in the earthquake. 

<D razor /'reizo/ noun an instrument with a 
very sharp blade for removing hair from the 
face or body 

razor blade /'reizo bleid/ noun a blade for 
a razor, which can be used several times be¬ 
fore being thrown away 
RC abbr Roman Catholic 
<D Rd abbr road o Our address is 1 Cam¬ 
bridge Rd. 

re /rii/ prep concerning 
re- /rii/ prefix again 

(D reach /riitJV noun 1. how far you can 
stretch out your hand O Keep the medicine 


react 
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bottle out of the reach of the children. 2. how 
far you can travel easily O The office is 
within easy reach of the railway station. ■ 
verb 1. to stretch out your hand to o She 
reached across the table and took some meat 
from my plate. O He’s quite tall enough to 
reach the tool cupboard. O Can you reach me 
down the suitcase from the top shelf. ? 2. to ar¬ 
rive at a place O We were held up by fog and 
only reached home at midnight. O The plane 
reaches Hong Kong at midday. O We wrote 
to tell her we were coming to visit, but the 
letter never reached her. 3. to get to a certain 
level O The amount we owe the bank has 
reached £100,000. 4. to do something suc¬ 
cessfully □ to reach an agreement to agree 
O The two parties reached an agreement 
over the terms of the sale. □ to reach a deci¬ 
sion to decide O The board has still not 
reached a decision about closing the factory. 
□ to reach someone to get in touch with 
someone on the phone O We had difficulty in 
reaching him. 

@ react /ri'aekt/ verb 1. to do or to say 
something in response to words or an action 
O How will he react when we tell him the 
news? O When she heard the rumour she did- 
n’t react at all. □ to react against something 
to show opposition to something O The farm¬ 
ers reacted against the new law by blocking 
the roads with their tractors. □ to react to 
something to behave in a particular way as a 
result of something O How did he react to the 
news of her death? O He didn’t react at all 
well to the injection. 2. □ to react with 
something (of a chemical) to change chemi¬ 
cal composition because of a substance O Ac¬ 
ids react with metals. 

© reaction /ri'aekjon/ noun 1. a thing done 
or said as a result of something else O His im¬ 
mediate reaction to the news was to burst 
into laughter. O There was a very negative 
reaction to the proposed building develop¬ 
ment. □ a natural reaction an expected way 
of behaving as a result of something such as a 
particular experience O Bursting into tears is 
a natural reaction when you pass your ex¬ 
ams. □ what was his reaction to the news? 
what did he say or do when he heard the 
news? O What was his reaction when you 
told him you were leaving him? 2. a process 
of chemical change O A chemical reaction 
takes place when sulphuric acid is added. 
reactionary /ri l cekJ‘3n(o)ri/ adj extremely 
conservative, opposed to any change O Reac¬ 
tionary elements in the government may try 
to block the president’s plan. ■ noun a per¬ 
son who is extremely conservative, opposed 
to any changes O The proposals have run up 
against opposition from reactionaries in the 
armed forces. Antonym progressive (NOTE: 
The plural is reactionaries.) 


reactive /ri'aektiv/ adj 1 . (of a chemical 
substance) which reacts easily with other 
substances 2. working by reacting to things 
which happen, rather than by starting a pro¬ 
cess yourself O They decided to adopt a reac¬ 
tive strategy. O His method of working is 
purely reactive. Antonym proactive 
<D reactor /ri'aekto/ noun □ nuclear reac¬ 
tor a structure which creates heat and energy 
by starting and controlling atomic fission O A 
disaster could have happened if the nuclear 
reactor had exploded. 

(D read /ri:d/ verb 1. to look at and under¬ 
stand written words O She was reading a 
book when I saw her. O What are you read¬ 
ing at the moment? O We’re reading about 
the general election. 2. to look at and under¬ 
stand written music O She can play the piano 
by ear, but can’t read music. 3. to understand 
the meaning of data from something such as 
a computer disk or a piece of electronic 
equipment O Our PCs cannot read disks 
which are not compatible with our system. O 
The scanner at the cash desk reads the bar 
code on each product. 4. □ to read Braille to 
touch the Braille symbols with your fingers 
and understand their meaning 5. to speak the 
words of something which is written O The 
chairman read a message from the president 
during the meeting. O She read a bedtime 
story to the children last night. O Can you 
read the instructions on the medicine bottle? 
— The print is too small for me. 6. □ to read 
between the lines to understand a hidden 
meaning which is not immediately obvious O 
If you read between the lines of his letter you 
can tell that he is deeply unhappy. 7. to study 
a subject at university O He read mathemat¬ 
ics at Cambridge. (NOTE: reading - read 
/red/) ■ noun 1. the action of looking at and 
understanding written words O I like to have 
a read in the train on my way to work. 2. a 
good book for reading O His latest novel will 
be a good holiday read. O You can’t beat that 
book for a fantastic read. (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with reed.) 

readable /'ri:d9b(o)l/ adj 1 . which can be 
read easily O His handwriting is barely read¬ 
able. 2. which is a pleasure to read o It’s a 
very readable story. 

© read aloud /ri:d o'laud/, read out /ri:d 
'aut/ verb to speak the words you are reading 
readdress /.riia'dres/ verb to put another 
address on an envelope or parcel 
(D reader /'riido/ noun 1 . a person who 
reads, especially a person who reads regu¬ 
larly or who reads a particular newspaper or 
type of book O a message from the editor to 
all our readers O She's a great reader of sci¬ 
ence fiction. 2. a senior teacher at a univer¬ 
sity, a position between Professor and Senior 
Lecturer O He was a reader in English at 


readership 

London University. 3. a school book to help 
children to learn to read O The teacher 
handed out the new readers to the class. O / 
remember one of my first readers - it was 
about pirates. 4. a piece of electronic equip¬ 
ment which understands data or symbols O a 
barcode reader 

readership /'riidojip/ noun 1. all the peo¬ 
ple who regularly read a particular magazine 
or newspaper, or read the books of a particu¬ 
lar writer O The paper is targeting a younger 
readership. 2. the position of reader in a uni¬ 
versity O He has been appointed to a reader- 
ship in Chinese. 

(D readily /'redili/ adv 1. easily and quickly 
O This product is readily available in most 
shops. 2. willingly O Is there anyone readily 
available to help me this weekend? O She 
came readily when I asked her to help me. 
readiness /'redinos/ noun being ready or 
willing □ to hold something in readiness to 
keep something ready for use 
<D reading /'riidir)/ noun 1. the act of look¬ 
ing at and understanding written words O 
Reading and writing should be taught early. 
2. material such as books which people read 
O This book is too difficult, it’s not suitable 
reading for a child her age. 3. speaking from 
the words of something which is written O 
They gave a poetry reading in the bookshop. 
4. a way of understanding a text O a new 
reading of ‘Hamlet ’ 5. one of the stages of 
the discussion of a Bill in Parliament O The 
bill had its second reading in Parliament last 
night. 6. a level shown on a measuring instru¬ 
ment O the reading on the pressure gauge 
reading glasses /'riidirj .glaisiz/ plural 
noun glasses that help you to read things 
which are close 

reading lamp /'riidir) hemp/ noun a small 
light on a desk or beside a bed, for use when 
reading or writing 

reading room /'riidir) ru:m/ noun a room 
in a library where people can read books or 
newspapers without taking them away from 
the library 

readjust /,rii3'd3ASt/ verb to adjust again 
read-OUt /'riid aut/ noun the data produced 
by electronic equipment, e.g. a computer, and 
which you can read or hear 
<D ready /'redi/ adj 1. prepared for some¬ 
thing O Hold on - I’ll be ready in two min¬ 
utes. O Are all the children ready to go to 
school? O Why isn ’t the coach here? - The 
group are all ready and waiting to go. □ 
ready for anything prepared to do anything 
O Now that I’ve had some food, I’m ready for 
anything! 2. fit to be used or eaten O Don’t 
sit down yet - the meal isn’t ready. O Is my 
dry cleaning ready yet? 3. willing O She’s al¬ 
ways ready to help in the garden. 4. □ ready 
cash, ready money cash which is immedi¬ 


realise 

ately available ( informal ) o I won’t be able to 
come out tonight as I’m a bit short of ready 
cash. O I always keep some ready cash handy 
in case of emergencies. ■ noun ( informal ) □ 
at the ready prepared O They stood with 
guns at the ready. O get ready 1 . to prepare 
yourself for something O How long will it 
take you to get ready for the wedding? 2. to 
get something prepared O We need to get the 
dinner ready - the guests will be arriving in 
30 minutes. 

ready-made /,redi 'meid/ adj which is 
mass-produced and ready to use. Synonym 

off-the-peg 

ready-to-wear /.redi to 'weo/ adj (of 
clothes) which are mass-produced, ready to 
fit any person of a certain size. Also called 

off-the-peg 

reaffirm /.riio'fsim/ verb to state some¬ 
thing formally again. Synonym repeat. Ant¬ 
onym contradict 

reagent /ri'eid 3 ont/ noun a substance 
which is used to start a chemical reaction to 
show if another substance is present 
(D real /rial/ adj 1 . not a copy, not artificial 
O Is that watch real gold? O That plastic ap¬ 
ple looks very real or looks just like the real 
thing. O He has a real leather case. 2. used to 
emphasise O That car is a real bargain at 
£300. O Their little girl is going to be a real 
beauty. O Wasps can be a real problem on 
picnics. O There’s a real danger that the 
shop will be closed. 3. which exists O Have 
you ever seen a real live tiger? 
real estate /'rial i.steit/ noun land or 
buildings which are bought or sold 
real estate agent /'rial i.steit ,eid 3 ont/ 
noun US a person who sells property for cus¬ 
tomers (NOTE: The British term is estate 
agent.) 

realignment /.rks'lainmont/ noun 1. a 
change in relations between political parties 
or between states in an alliance O A realign¬ 
ment of the centre parties took place after the 
election. O a basic realignment of Caribbean 
states 2. changing a system so that different 
parts are in a different relationship to each 
other 

realisation /.riolai'zeiJXojn/, realization 

noun 1 . a gradual understanding O the chair¬ 
man’s realisation that he was going to be 
outvoted 2. making real □ the realisation of 
a project the act of putting a project into ac¬ 
tion O How long will it take to bring the pro¬ 
ject to realisation? O The plan moved a stage 
nearer realisation when the contracts were 
signed. O By buying a house by the sea he 
achieved the realisation of his greatest 
ambition. 

(D realise /'riolaiz/, realize verb 1. to get to 
a point where you understand clearly O He 
didn ’t realise what he was letting himself in 
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for when he said he would paint the house. O 
We soon realised we were on the wrong 
road. O When she went into the manager’s 
office she did not realise she was going to be 
sacked. 2. to get money by selling something 
O The sale of his stamp collection realised 
£100,000. 3. to make something become real 
O After four years of hard work, the motor 
racing team realised their dream of winning 
the Grand Prix. O By buying a house by the 
sea he realised his greatest ambition. □ to 
realise a project or a plan to make a project 
or a plan happen O The plan took five years 
to realise. 

® realism /'ri9liz(9)m/ noun 1. behaviour 
which faces facts, accepting things as they 
are and not trying to change them or fight 
against them O My job is to try to bring some 
realism to their proposals. O With the arrival 
of the new managing director an air of real¬ 
ism has finally entered the company. 2. the 
fact or practice of showing things in writing 
or painting as they really are O He brought 
piles of sand and a deckchair into the studio 
to lend realism to the photos for the holiday 
brochure. O Realism dominated French 
painting in the latter part of the 19th century. 
realist /'riolist/ noun 1. a person who ac¬ 
cepts life as it really is, and does not try to 
change it or fight it O He told me that he did- 
n’t believe in love at first sight as he was a 
realist. 2. an artist or writer who shows 
things as they really are O Realist painters 
were popular in the 19th century. 

® realistic /rio'listik/ adj 1. which looks as 
if it is real O These flowers look so realistic, I 
can’t believe they 're made of plastic. 2. ac¬ 
cepting life as it really is O Let’s be realistic 
- you ’ll never earn enough money to buy this 
house. O I’m just being realistic when I say 
that you should reconsider the offer. 
realistically /rio'listikli/ adv in a realistic 
way 

© reality /ri'aeliti/ noun what is real and not 
imaginary O the grim realities of life in an in¬ 
dustrial town O He worked hard, and his 
dreams of wealth soon became a reality. □ in 
reality in fact o She always told people she 
was poor, but in reality she was worth 
millions. 

real life /.rial 'laif/ noun the way that real 
people live and work, as opposed to life in a 
film or novel 

(D really /'rioli/ adv 1. in fact o The build¬ 
ing really belongs to my father. 2. very O 
I’m really tired. 3. used to show surprise 
O She’s not really French, is she? O She 
doesn’t like apples - Really, how strange! O 
Did you really mean what you said? 

© realm /relm/ noun 1. a kingdom, espe¬ 
cially the United Kingdom O defence of the 


realm 2. an area of experience O It is quite 
within the realms of possibility. 
real time /'rial taim/ noun an action of a 
computer which takes place at the same time 
as the problem it is solving 
realtor /'riolto/ noun US a person who sells 
property for customers (NOTE: The British 
term is estate agent.) 

realty /'riolti/ noun US real estate, land or 
buildings which are bought or sold 
real world /.risl 'w3:ld/ noun the world as 
it exists, with all its faults, not an imaginary 
one. Synonym reality. Compare ivory tower 
ream /ri:m/ noun 1. a certain number of 
sheets of paper O For office paper or printing 
paper a ream is 500 sheets. 2. □ reams of a 
very large amount of things O We had reams 
of faxes from the tour operator. 
reap /ri:p/ verb 1. to cut a grain crop O In 
September everyone went to the farm to help 
reap the corn. 2. □ to reap the benefits to 
get benefit from something you have done or 
someone has done for you O His grandchil¬ 
dren will reap the benefits of all his work in 
setting up the family company. 
reappear /.riio'pio/ verb to appear again. 
Synonym come back 

rear /rio/ noun the part at the back o The 
rear of the car was damaged in the accident. 
O They sat towards the rear of the cinema. □ 
to bring up the rear to walk behind the oth¬ 
ers O The military band brought up the rear 
of the parade. ■ adj at the back O The chil¬ 
dren sat in the rear seats in the car. O He 
wound down the rear window. ■ verb 1. to 
breed animals or children O They rear horses 
on their farm. O They stopped rearing pigs 
because of the smell. 2. to rise up, to lift 
something up O A rhino suddenly reared up 
out of the long grass. O The walls of the cas¬ 
tle reared up before them. O The spectre of 
inflation reared its ugly head. 3. (of a horse) 
to rise on its back legs O The terrified horse 
reared (up) and threw its rider. 
rearm /rii'aim/ verb to get arms such as 
guns again 

rearrange /.rha'reinds/ verb 1. to arrange 
something again O She rearranged the furni¬ 
ture so that the room looked quite different. 
2. to change the time of a meeting O Can I 
rearrange my appointment for next week? 
rear-view mirror /.rio vju: 'miro/ noun a 
mirror in the centre of the front of a car, so 
that the driver can see what is behind him 
without turning round 

(J) reason /'ri:z(9)n/ noun 1. a thing which 
explains why something has happened O The 
airline gave no reason for the plane’s late ar¬ 
rival. O The boss asked him for the reason 
why he was behind with his work. □ for some 
reason in a way which you cannot explain O 
For some reason (or other) the builders sent 
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us two invoices. 2. the power of thought O He 
used reason to solve the mathematical prob¬ 
lem. 3. the ability to make sensible judg¬ 
ments O She wouldn’t listen to reason. □ it 
stands to reason it is reasonable O It stands 
to reason that he wants to join his father’s 
firm. □ to see reason to see that someone’s 
argument is right or reasonable O She was 
going to report her neighbours to the police, 
but in the end we got her to see reason. □ 
within reason to a sensible degree, in a sen¬ 
sible way O The children get £5 pocket 
money each week, and we let them spend it as 
they like, within reason. ■ verb 1. to think or 
to plan something carefully and sensibly O 
He reasoned that any work is better than no 
work, so he took the job. O If you take the 
time to reason it out, you ’ll find a solution to 
the problem. 2. □ to reason with someone to 
try to calm someone, to try to make someone 
change his mind O The policewoman tried to 
reason with the man who was holding a 
knife. 

<D reasonable / l ri:z(3)nob(3)l/ adj 1. sen¬ 
sible O The manager of the shop was very 
reasonable when she tried to explain that she 
had left her credit cards at home. 2. not ex¬ 
pensive O The hotel’s charges are quite rea¬ 
sonable. O The restaurant offers good food at 
reasonable prices. 

<D reasonably /'ri:z(3)nobli/ adv 1. in a 
reasonable way O The meals are very reason¬ 
ably priced. O Very reasonably, he asked for 
a check on the brakes of the car before buy¬ 
ing it. 2. quite O It is reasonably easy. 
reasoned /'ri:z(o)nd/ adj carefully thought 
out. Synonym rational. Antonym illogical 
reasoning /'ri:z(9)mr)/ noun using your 
mind. Synonym analysis □ I don’t follow 
your reasoning I can’t see how you get to 
this result 

reassert /,ri:3's3:t/ verb to state something 
again, to make something obvious again 
reassess /.riio'ses/ verb to consider some¬ 
thing again. Synonym reconsider 
reassurance /.riio'Juorons/ noun the act 
of reassuring someone. Synonym comfort 
reassure /.riio'Juo/ verb to make someone 
less afraid or less worried 
reassuring /.riio'Juorig/ adj which re¬ 
assures, which makes you less worried. 
Synonym encouraging. Antonym dis¬ 
couraging 

rebate /'riibeit/ noun 1. a reduction in the 
amount of money to be paid O We are offer¬ 
ing a 10% rebate on selected goods. 2. 
money returned to someone because he has 
paid too much O He got a tax rebate at the 
end of the year. 

rebel noun /'reb(o)l/ a person who fights 
against a government or against those who 
are in authority O The rebels fled to the 


mountains after the army captured their 
headquarters. O He considers himself some¬ 
thing of a rebel because he wears his hair in 
a ponytail. Synonym protester. Antonym 
loyalist ■ verb/ri'bel/ to fight against some¬ 
one or something O The peasants are rebel¬ 
ling against the king’s men. O The class 
rebelled at the idea of doing extra homework. 
(NOTE: rebelling - rebelled) 
rebellion /ri'beljon/ noun a fight against 
the government, against the people in author¬ 
ity. Synonym revolt 

rebellious /ri'beljos/ adj fighting against 
authority 

rebirth /ri:'b3:0/ noun being bom again, 
starting again 

reboard /rii'boid/ verb to go back onto a 
ship or plane or train or bus again 
reboot /rii'buit/ verb to start a computer 
again 

reborn /rii'boin/ adj which starts again 
rebound noun /'riibaund/ bouncing back 
O The rebound was so fast that he missed 
the ball altogether. O There was a re¬ 
bound in Tokyo share prices yesterday. ■ 
verb /ri'baund/ 1. to move back after hitting 
something O The ball rebounded off the 
goalpost. 2. □ to rebound on to have a bad 
effect on O His attacks on local shopkeepers 
rebounded on him when they all voted 
against him in the elections. 
rebuff /ri'bAf/ noun a sharp refusal of an 
offer O Her offer to baby-sit met with a re¬ 
buff. Synonym rejection ■ verb to refuse 
something sharply O They rebuffed all offers 
of help. 

rebuild /rii'bild/ verb to build again (NOTE: 
rebuilding - rebuilt /rii'bilt/) 
rebuke /ri'bjuik/ noun criticising someone 
for doing something O His attempts at forc¬ 
ing a vote earned him a quick rebuke from 
the chairman. Antonym compliment ■ verb 
to criticise someone sharply O She rebuked 
the MD for not doing enough for the share¬ 
holders. Synonym reprimand. Antonym 
praise 

rebut /ri'bAt/ verb to state that something 
such as an argument is not true (NOTE: re¬ 
butting - rebutted) 

rebuttal /ri'bAt(o)l/ noun the act of rebut¬ 
ting something. Synonym refutation 
recalcitrant /ri'kaelsitront/ adj deter¬ 
mined not to change your mind, behaving in 
a difficult way. Synonym unruly 
(D recall /ri'ko:!/ noun the act of calling for 
something to come back or to be brought 
back O The recall of the faulty goods caused 
the manufacturers some serious problems. O 
The recall of the ambassador is expected any 
time now. □ recall of Parliament bringing 
MPs back to Parliament when they are on 
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holiday, to discuss an important matter □ be¬ 
yond recall gone and will never come back 
O Those days beyond recall when we were 
young! ■ verb 1 . to remember something o I 
don’t recall having met her before. O She 
couldn’t recall any details of the accident. 2 . 
(of a manufacturer) to ask for products to be 
returned because of possible faults O They 
recalled 10,000 washing machines because 
of a faulty electrical connection. O They have 
recalled all their 2001 models as there is a 
fault in the steering. 3. to tell a government 
official to come home from a foreign country 
O The United States recalled their ambassa¬ 
dor after the military coup. 4. to ask Parlia¬ 
ment to meet during a holiday period O In the 
light of the current crisis, the Prime Minister 
has asked for Parliament to be recalled or 
has recalled Parliament. 
recant /ri'kaent/ verb to admit that your 
former beliefs were wrong 
recap /rii'kaep/ verb to state the main 
points of something again 
recapture /rii'kasptjo/ noun the act of get¬ 
ting possession of something again o The 
government forces are making the recapture 
of the capital from the rebels their main pri¬ 
ority. O The recapture of the former Prime 
Minister's seat was an important win for the 
opposition party. ■ verb 1. to get someone or 
something again and to keep them in your 
possession O Our troops recaptured all the 
ground they had lost the previous day. O The 
police succeeded in recapturing all the es¬ 
caped prisoners. 2. to take again a seat in an 
election O The opposition recaptured several 
seats which they had lost in the election four 
years earlier. 3. to have the same feelings 
again O If only one could recapture the inno¬ 
cence of youth! 

@ recede /ri'siid/ verb to go away or to 
move back □ receding hairline the condition 
in which a man’s hair at the top of his fore¬ 
head begins to fall out 

(D receipt /ri'siit/ noun 1. the act of receiv¬ 
ing O Invoices are payable within 30 days of 
receipt. O We would like you to confirm re¬ 
ceipt of the goods. □ to acknowledge receipt 
of a letter to write to say that you have re¬ 
ceived a letter O We acknowledge receipt of 
your letter of the 15th. □ on receipt of when 
you receive O On receipt of the notification, 
they decided to appeal. 2. a paper showing 
that you have paid, that you have received 
something O Goods cannot be exchanged un¬ 
less a sales receipt is shown. O Would you 
like a receipt for that shirt? 

(2) receive /ri'siiv/ verb 1. to get something 
which has been sent O We received a parcel 
from the supplier this morning. O We only re¬ 
ceived our tickets the day before we were due 
to leave. O The staff have not received any 


receptive 

wages for six months. □ ‘received with 
thanks’ words put on a bill to show that it 
has been paid □ to be on the receiving end 
of to have to suffer ( informal) o He was on 
the receiving end of a lot of criticism. 2. to 
meet or to welcome a visitor O The group 
was received by the mayor. 3. to be given 
something O He received a blood 
transfusion. 

(D receiver /ri'siivo/ noun 1. the part of a 
radio which receives broadcast programmes 
O Our radio receiver picked up your signal 
quite clearly. 2. an official put in charge of a 
bankrupt company O The court appointed a 
receiver for the company. O The company is 
in the hands of the receiver. 3. a part of a 
telephone which you hold to your ear and lis¬ 
ten through O He shouted ‘get stuffed! ’ and 
slammed down the receiver. 4. a person who 
accepts stolen goods o The receivers of the 
stolen jewellery were arrested and jailed. 
receivership /ri'siivoJYp/ noun being un¬ 
der the control of a receiver. Synonym bank¬ 
ruptcy □ the company went into 
receivership a receiver was given the job of 
looking after the business of the bankrupt 
company 

(D recent /'ri:s(9)nt/ adj new, which took 
place not very long ago O We will mail you 
our most recent catalogue. O The building is 
very recent - it was finished only last year. 

(D recently /'ri:s(o)ntli/ adv only a short 
time ago O I’ve seen him quite a lot recently. 
O They recently decided to move to Australia. 
Synonym lately 

receptacle /ri'sept3k(9)l/ noun a 
container 

@ reception /ri'sepjon/ noun 1. a wel¬ 
come O The committee gave the proposal a 
favourable reception. O The critics gave the 
play a warm reception. O The minister had a 
rowdy reception at the meeting. 2. (at a ho¬ 
tel) the place where guests go when they ar¬ 
rive or leave, e.g. to obtain the key to their 
room O Let’s meet at reception at 9.00 am to¬ 
morrow. 3. (at an office) a place where visi¬ 
tors go when they arrive and say who they 
have come to see o There’s a parcel waiting 
for you in reception. 4. a big party held to 
welcome special guests O He hosted a recep¬ 
tion for the prince. 5. the quality of the sound 
on a radio or the sound and picture of a TV 
broadcast O Perhaps you ’d get better recep¬ 
tion if you moved the aerial. 
reception desk /ri'sepjon desk/ noun a 
desk where visitors check in, e.g. in a hotel 
(D receptionist /ri'sepjomst/ noun a per¬ 
son in a place such as a hotel or doctor’s of¬ 
fice who meets visitors and answers the 
telephone 

receptive /ri'septiv/ adj eager to listen □ 
to be receptive to to be eager to take in 


recess 

something such as a new idea O The manage¬ 
ment was not at all receptive to the em¬ 
ployee 's suggestions. 

recess /ri'ses/ noun 1. an alcove or part of 
the wall of a room which is set back O The 
large stone urn stands in the recess by the 
doorway. 2. an official holiday of the law 
courts or parliament O The decision was 
taken when parliament was in recess. 3. US a 
recreation period at school O They had a 
game during the recess. 
recesses /ri'sesiz/ plural noun hidden in¬ 
side parts which are difficult to reach 
<D recession /ri'sej(3)n/ noun a situation 
when a country’s economy is doing badly. 
Synonym depression 

recessive gene /ri'sesiv d3i:n/ noun the 
less important of a pair of genes, where the 
characteristic is only passed on to the off¬ 
spring if both parents have the gene 
recharge /rii'tja:d3/ verb to put an elec¬ 
tric charge into something again 
rechargeable /ri:'tja:d33b(3)l/ adj which 
can be recharged 

(D recipe /'resopi/ noun 1. instructions for 
cooking food O I copied the recipe for leek 
soup from the newspaper. O You can buy 
postcards with recipes of local dishes. 2. an 
effective way to do something o There is no 
single recipe for success. □ it’s a recipe for 
disaster it’s certain to lead to disaster o The 
way the management is approaching the 
problem is a recipe for disaster. 
recipient /ri'sipiont/ noun a person who 
receives something. Antonym donor 
reciprocal /ri'sipr3k(9)l/ adj which is 
done by two people, groups of people or by 
such things as countries or companies, to 
each other. Synonym mutual. Antonym 
one-sided ■ noun (in maths) the quantity 
produced when 1 is divided by a number o 
The reciprocal of 4 is 'A (which equals 0.25). 
reciprocate /ri'siprokeit/ verb to do the 
same thing to someone in return for some¬ 
thing he or she has done to you 
reciprocity /.resi'prositi/ noun the princi¬ 
ple that if one person or country does some¬ 
thing to help another, the second will 
reciprocate. Antonym isolation 
recital /ri'sait(9)l/ noun a performance of 
music by a musician or a small group of 
musicians 

recitation /,resi'teij(3)n/ noun the action 
of reciting something, usually from memory. 
Synonym recital 

recite /ri'sait/ verb to speak a poem or 
other piece of writing aloud in public 
reckless /'reklos/ adj risky or done with¬ 
out thinking. Synonym irresponsible. Ant¬ 
onym cautious 


recognition 

recklessly /'reklosli/ adv in a reckless 
way. Synonym cautiously 
(D reckon /'rekon/ verb 1 . to calculate, or to 
estimate O We reckon the costs to be about 
£25,000. O We reckon we’ll be there before 
lunch. 2. to think O I reckon we should have 
stayed at home. 3. □ to reckon on to count 
on or to depend on O We can reckon on the 
support of the Prime Minister. O Don *t 
reckon on me to drive you to the airport. 
reckoning /'rekoniq/ noun a calculation 
reclaim /n'kleim/ verb 1. to claim some¬ 
thing which you owned before O After he 
stopped paying the hire purchase instal¬ 
ments, the finance company tried to reclaim 
his car. O His car was towed away and he 
had to go to the pound to reclaim it. (NOTE: 
also claim back in this meaning) 2. to take 
land, such as a marsh or waste sites, and 
make it suitable for use O They reclaimed a 
whole stretch of land along the banks of the 
river. O The airport was built on reclaimed 
land in the bay. 

recline /ri'klain/ verb 1. to lie back o She 
reclined on the sofa and closed her eyes. 2. to 
make something lie further back o If you feel 
tired during the plane journey, recline your 
seat and try to sleep. 

recluse /ri'kluis/ noun a person who lives 
all alone and does not see anyone else. Syn¬ 
onym hermit 

recognisable /'rekognaiz3b(9)l/ adj who 
can be recognised. Synonym familiar. Ant¬ 
onym unfamiliar 

® recognise /'rekognaiz/, recognize 
verb 1. to know someone or something be¬ 
cause you have seen him or her or it before O 
He’d changed so much since I last saw him 
that I hardly recognised him. O He didn’t re¬ 
cognise his father’s voice over the phone. O 
Do you recognise the handwriting on the let¬ 
ter? 2. to admit something O I recognise that 
we should have acted earlier. 3. to approve 
of something or someone officially O The 
language school has been recognised by the 
Ministry of Education. O She is recognised as 
an expert in the field of genetics. □ to recog¬ 
nise a government to say that a new govern¬ 
ment which has taken power in a country is 
the legal government of that country O Ger¬ 
many was one of the first countries to recog¬ 
nise Croatia as a new independent country. □ 
to recognise a trade union to agree that a 
trade union can officially represent workers 
in a factory 4. to show praise for something 
which has been done O They recognised her 
years of service. 

(D recognised /'rekognaizd/, recognized 

adj which has been approved officially. Ant¬ 
onym unknown 

® recognition /.rekog'nij^n/ noun re¬ 
cognising or acknowledging o In recognition 
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of his services he was given a watch. □ he’s 
changed beyond all recognition he has 
changed so much that I didn’t recognise him 
recoil noun /'riikoil/ the sudden movement 
backwards of a gun when it is fired O The re¬ 
coil bruised my shoulder. O Watch out, this 
rifle has a powerful recoil. ■ verb /ri'koil/ 1. 
to move backwards suddenly O The gun re¬ 
coils at least two metres after being fired. 2. 
to move away quickly from something un¬ 
pleasant O When she saw the dead dog in the 
road she recoiled in disgust. 3. to feel 
strongly that something is unpleasant and 
want to avoid it O He recoiled from carrying 
out the captain’s orders. 
recollect /.reko'lekt/ verb to remember 
something from the past 
recollection /.reko'lekj’on/ noun remem¬ 
bering something from the past 
(D recommend /reko'mend/ verb 1. to 
suggest that someone should do something O 
I would recommend you to talk to the bank 
manager. O The doctor recommended seeing 
an eye specialist. 2. to praise something or 
someone O She was highly recommended by 
her boss. O I certainly would not recommend 
Miss Smith for the job. O Can you recom¬ 
mend a good hotel in Amsterdam? 

@ recommendation /.rekomen- 
'deiJ(o)n/ noun 1. advice O My recommen¬ 
dation is that you shouldn’t sign the contract. 
O He’s staying in bed at the doctor’s recom¬ 
mendation. 2. giving praise □ on your rec¬ 
ommendation because you recommended it 
O We went to the film on your recommenda¬ 
tion. O We appointed her on the recommen¬ 
dation of her boss. 

recompense /'rekom.pens/ verb to give 
compensation, payment or reward to some¬ 
one or for something 

reconcile /'rekonsail/ verb 1. □ to recon¬ 
cile oneself to to accept o She seems recon¬ 
ciled to staying at home and looking after her 
mother. 2. to make two accounts agree O The 
accounts department is trying to reconcile 
the bank statements. 

reconciliation /.rekonsili'eiJXo)!!/ noun 
1. the bringing together of two people to be¬ 
come friends again O Do you think a recon¬ 
ciliation is at all possible between the two 
brothers? 2. making two accounts agree O 
The reconciliation of the accounts may take a 
long time. 

reconnaissance /ri'kDms(3)ns/ noun a 
survey of enemy territory to get military in¬ 
formation. Synonym investigation 
reconnoitre /reko'noito/ verb to make a 
survey of enemy territory to get military in¬ 
formation, to make a reconnaissance (NOTE: 
The US spelling is reconnoiter.) 
reconsider /.riikon'sido/ verb to think 
something over again. Synonym reassess 


reconstitute /rii'konstitjuit/ verb to 
form something again as it was before 
reconstruct /.riikon'strAkt/ verb 1. to 
construct something again O The centre of 
the town was reconstructed using old photo¬ 
graphs. 2. to work out how a crime must 
have been committed by taking all the known 
facts and using actors to play the parts of the 
people involved O The police are trying to 
reconstruct the crime, in the hope that it will 
produce new evidence. 

(D reconstruction /.riikon'strAkJon/ 
noun 1. the act of reconstructing, of building 
again O They 're planning the reconstruction 
of the old fortress as a tourist attraction. O 
the economic reconstruction of the area after 
the earthquake 2. a thing reconstructed O 
This is not the original building, it’s a mod¬ 
ern reconstruction. 3. working out how a 
crime must have been committed by examin¬ 
ing all known facts and using an actor to play 
the part of the victim, etc. O The police are 
hoping that the reconstruction of the crime 
will jog people’s memories. 
reconvene /.rhkon'viin/ verb to meet 
again 

® record noun /'rekoid/ 1. a success in 
sport which is better than any other O She 
holds the world record for the 100 metres. O 
He broke the world record or he set up a new 
world record at the last Olympics. O The col¬ 
lege team is trying to set a new record for 
eating tins of beans. □ at record speed, in 
record time very fast o He finished the book 
in record time. 2. a success which is better 
than anything before O Last year was a re¬ 
cord year for our shop. O Sales last year 
equalled our previous record. □ we broke 
our record for June we sold more than we 
have ever sold before in June 3. written evi¬ 
dence of something which has happened O 
We have no record of the sale. □ for the re¬ 
cord, to keep the record straight so as to 
note something which has been done O For 
the record, we will not deal with this com¬ 
pany again. □ he is on record as saying he is 
accurately reported as saying □ off the re¬ 
cord in private and not to be made public O 
She spoke off the record about her marriage. 
4. a description of what someone has done in 
the past O He has a record of dishonest deal¬ 
ings. 5. a flat round piece of usually black 
plastic on which sound is stored O She 
bought me an old Elvis Presley record for 
Christmas. O Burglars broke into his flat and 
stole his record collection. ■ verb /ri'koid/ 
1. to report something or to make a note O 
First, I have to record the sales, then I’ll post 
the parcels. 2. to fix sounds or images on a 
film or tape O The police recorded the whole 
conversation on a hidden tape-recorder. O 
This song has been badly recorded. 3. to 
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record-breaking 

show a level on an instrument O Strong 
winds were recorded during the night. 
record-breaking /'rekoid .breikirj/ adj 
which breaks records 

recorder /ri'koido/ noun 1. an instrument 
which records sound O My tape recorder 
doesn’t work, so I can ’t record the concert. 
2. a small wooden musical instrument which 
you play by blowing O Like most children, I 
learnt to play the recorder at school. 3. a 
part-time judge 

record-holder /'rekoid .houldo/ noun a 
person who holds a record 
® recording /ri'koidir)/ noun 1. the action 
of fixing sounds or images on tape or on disc 
O the recording of a video O Be on time - the 
recording session starts at 3pm. 2. music or 
speech which has been recorded O Did you 
know there was a new recording of the 
concerto? 

recount noun /'riikaunt/ the act of count¬ 
ing again, especially counting votes again O 
The vote was very close, so the loser 
asked for a recount. O After three recounts 
Edward Jones was declared the winner by 
eleven votes. ■ verb 1. /ri'kaunt/ to tell a 
story O He recounted his story to the police. 
2. /rii'kaunt/ to count something again o All 
the votes had to be recounted. 
recoup /ri'kuip/ verb □ to recoup your 
losses to get back money which you thought 
you had lost O He’s still trying to recoup his 
losses on the Stock Exchange. O We expect to 
recoup our initial outlay within six months. 
recourse /ri'kois/ noun □ to have re¬ 
course to something to use something in an 
emergency ( formal ) o In the end we had to 
have recourse to the life rafts. O We hope to 
settle the dispute without recourse to the 
courts. 

® recover /ri'kAvo/ verb 1. □ to recover 
from an illness to get well again after an ill¬ 
ness O She is still recovering from flu. 2. to 
get back something which has been lost or 
stolen O You must work much harder if you 
want to recover the money you invested in 
your business. O She’s trying to recover dam¬ 
ages from the driver of the car. 3. /rii'kAva/ 
to put a new cover on a piece of furniture O 
Instead of buying a new chair, I had the old 
one recovered. 

(D recovery /ri'kAv(o)ri/ noun 1. getting 
well again O She made a quick recovery and 
is now back at work. 2. getting back some¬ 
thing which has been lost or stolen O The TV 
programme led to the recovery of all the sto¬ 
len goods. O We are aiming for the complete 
recovery of the money invested. 3. the up¬ 
wards movement of the economy, of a com¬ 
pany’s shares O The British economy staged 
a rapid recovery. 


recovery vehicle /ri'kAv(3)ri ,vi:ik(o)l/ 
noun a truck that goes to find vehicles which 
have broken down and brings them back to 
the garage for repair 

recreate /.riikri'eit/ verb to create some¬ 
thing again 

recreation noun 1. /.rekri'eiJXojn/ a 
pleasant activity for your spare time O What 
is your favourite recreation? O Doesn’t she 
have any recreations other than going to 
bars in the evening? 2. /.riikri'ei^sjn/ 
creating again O We have been given a grant 
to help pay for the recreation of the 
19th-century flower garden. 
recreational /.rekri'eiJXojn^)!/ adj refer¬ 
ring to recreation 

recreational vehicle /.rekri.eiJnCo)! 
'vi:ik(o)l/ noun US a vehicle such as a 
camper van used for pleasure as opposed to 
business. Abbr RV 

recreation ground /^ekri'eiJXojn graund/ 
noun a public area with playgrounds for chil¬ 
dren and sports fields for adults 
recrimination /ri.krimi'neiJXojn/ noun 
blaming someone else for something. Syn¬ 
onym accusation. Antonym appeasement 
recruit /ri'kruit/ noun a new soldier or a 
new member of staff or member of a club O 
Recruits are not allowed in the officers’ 
mess, o The club needs new recruits. ■ verb 
to encourage someone to join the army, a 
company or a club O They have sent teams to 
universities to recruit new graduates. □ to 
recruit new staff to get new staff to join a 
company O We are recruiting new staff for 
our new store. 

(D recruitment /ri'kruitmont/ noun the 
action of recruiting. Synonym staffing. Ant¬ 
onym dismissal □ the recruitment of new 
staff looking for new staff to join the 
company 

rectangle /'rektaerjgol/ noun a shape with 
four sides and right angles at the comers, 
with two sets of opposing long and short 
sides 

rectangular /rek'taerjgjulo/ adj like a rect¬ 
angle, with two pairs of equal sides, one pair 
being longer than the other 
rectification /.rektifi'keiJXojn/ noun a 
correction of something which was wrong 
rectify /'rektifai/ verb to correct something 
rector /'rekto/ noun 1. a priest in charge of 
a parish O He is rector of St Martin- 
in- the-Fields. 2. an official representative of 
the students at a Scottish university 3. (in 
USA, Scotland) the head of a school, college 
or university 

rectum /'rektom/ noun the end part of the 
large intestine leading from the colon to the 
anus 


recuperate 

recuperate /ri'kuiporeit/ verb to get 
better after an illness 

recuperation /ri.kuips'reiJXs)!!/ noun 
getting better 

@ recur /ri'k3i/ verb to happen again. Ant¬ 
onym cease (NOTE: recurring - recurred) 

recurrence /ri'kArons/ noun the action of 
happening again. Antonym cessation 
recurrent /ri'kArsnt/, recurring /ri'k3:rir)/ 
adj which happens again o She has recurrent 
blackouts. 

recycle /ri:'saik(3)l/ verb to process waste 
material so that it can be used again. Syn¬ 
onym reprocess. Antonym throw away 

recycled paper /ri:,saik(3)ld 'peipo/ 
noun paper made from waste paper 
(D red /red/ adj 1. coloured like the colour of 
blood O She turned bright red when we asked 
her what had happened to the money. O 
Don’t start yet - the traffic lights are still 
red. 2. □ red hair hair which is a red¬ 
dish-orange colour O All their children have 
red hair and freckles. O Red-haired girls of¬ 
ten wear green clothes. ■ noun 1 . a colour 
like the colour of blood o I would like a 
darker red for the door. O Don’t start yet — 
the traffic lights are still on red. 2. □ in the 
red showing a loss o My bank account is in 
the red. O The company went into the red. 3. 
a red ball in billiards or snooker O He’s pot¬ 
ted a red. 4. a red wine O A glass of house 
red, please. 5. a communist or socialist 
red card /red 'ka:d/ noun a card displayed 
by the referee when dismissing a player for 
doing something against the rules 
(D red carpet /red 'kaipit/ noun a carpet 
put down when an important visitor comes 
red channel /'red ,tJcen(o)l/ noun a way 
through customs for people with something 
to declare 

Red Crescent /red 'krez(3)nt/ noun an 
organisation which provides medical help, 
the equivalent of the Red Cross in Muslim 
countries 

© Red Cross /red 'krDs/ noun an interna¬ 
tional organisation which provides emer¬ 
gency medical help, and also relief to victims 
of disasters such as earthquakes and floods 
redcurrant /red'kAront/ noun 1. a garden 
fruit in the form of little red berries O a jar of 
redcurrant jelly O The redcurrants need 
more sugar - they’re very sour. 2. the small 
bush this fruit grows on O I planted six 
redcurrants in the garden. 
red deer /red 'diis/ noun the largest deer 
found in Britain 

redden /'red(3)n/ verb 1. to become red o 
The trees stood out dark against the redden¬ 
ing evening sky. O His eyes were reddened 
from lack of sleep. 2. to go red in the face be¬ 
cause you are ashamed or embarrassed O She 


redial 

reddened slightly as he gave her a kiss. Syn¬ 
onym blush 

reddish /'redijv adj rather red 
redecorate /rii'dekoreit/ verb to decorate 
something again. Synonym revamp 
redeem /ri'diim/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing better than it seemed to be at first O The 
playing by the orchestra was redeemed by 
the singing of the soprano and tenor. 2. to get 
back something which you have pledged in 
order to borrow money O After we were paid 
I redeemed the ring from the pawnbroker. 3. 
to get in exchange O You can redeem this gift 
coupon for a free lunch. 4. to sell something 
for a cash payment O Bondholders with ma¬ 
ture bonds must redeem them within three 
months. 5. □ to redeem a promise to do 
what you promised ( formal ) o We are still 
hoping that the government will redeem all 
its election promises. 6. to save from sin O 
Christians believe that they will be redeemed 
by Jesus Christ. 

redeeming feature /ri.diimir) 'fiitja/ 
noun something which makes something ap¬ 
pear better than it seemed at first 
redefine /,riidi'fain/ verb to define some¬ 
thing again 

redemption /ri'dempjan/ noun 1. the ac¬ 
tion of redeeming a debt O The bond is due 
for redemption. 2. being saved from sin □ to 
be beyond or past redemption to be so bad 
that it cannot be made better O I’m afraid 
those two boys are beyond redemption - they 
will have to be expelled from school. O My 
old jumper is beyond redemption, we’ll just 
have to throw it away. 

redeploy /.riidi'ploi/ verb to use people or 
equipment in a different area or for a differ¬ 
ent activity 

redesign /.rftdi'zain/ verb to design some¬ 
thing again 

redevelop /,ri:di'vel3p/ verb to improve a 
run down area by renovating old buildings 
and building new ones 

redevelopment /.riidi'vetapmsnt/ noun 
building new buildings in an area 
red-handed /red 'hsendid/ adj in the act of 
committing a crime 

redhead /'redhed/ noun a person with red 
hair 

red herring /red 'herir)/ noun a piece of 
information which is not important, and is 
given to someone to distract attention from 
what is really important. Synonym decoy 
© red hot /red 'hot/ adj 1. (of metal) so hot 
that it is red O The bar of steel is red hot 
when it comes out of the furnace. 2. very hot 
O Watch out - that pan is red hot! 
redial /rii'daisl/ verb to dial a number on a 
telephone again 
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redirect /.riidai'rekt/ verb 1. to send a let¬ 
ter on to another address or a phone call to 
another number O We have asked the post of¬ 
fice to redirect all our mail when we are 
away. O Phone calls can be redirected to our 
office number. O He redirected the email to 
his boss. 2. to use something in another way 
O We are trying to get him to redirect his en¬ 
ergy towards some more constructive work. 
rediscover /.riidis'kAvo/ verb to discover 
something again 

redistribute /.riidi'stribjuit/ verb to 
share something out again in a different way 
red-letter day /red 'leto dei/ noun an im¬ 
portant day, which you will always 
remember 

red-light district /red 'lait .distrikt/ 
noun a part of a town where prostitutes work 
red meat /red 'mi:t/ noun meat such as 
lamb or beef which is red in colour before it 
is cooked 

redo /rii'du:/ verb to do something again 
(NOTE: redoing - redid - has redone) 

redouble /ri:'dAb(3)l/ verb □ to redouble 
your efforts to try even harder than before 
red pepper /red 'pepo/ noun 1 . a ripe red 
fruit of a capsicum or pimento plant O We 
made some red pepper and avocado salad. 2. 
a hot red spice made from powdered pimento 
peppers O Don’t put too much red pepper 
into the soup. 

redraw /rii'dro:/ verb to draw something 
again (NOTE: redrawing - redrawn) 

redress /ri'dres/ noun compensation done 
to make up for something wrong O There is 
not much hope of getting any redress from 
his financial advisers. ■ verb to correct 
something or to compensate O They plan to 
redress the wrongs of society by taxing the 
rich. □ to redress the balance to make 
something fair again O Last year I gave my 
daughter some money, so this year I'll give 
the same amount to my son to redress the 
balance. 

@ red tape /red 'teip/ noun official paper¬ 
work which takes a long time to complete 
( informal) 

CD reduce /ri'djuis/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing smaller or less O The police are fight¬ 
ing to reduce traffic accidents. O Prices have 
been reduced by 15 per cent. O I’d like 
to reduce the size of the photograph so that 
we can use it as a Christmas card. □ to re¬ 
duce staff to sack employees in order to have 
a smaller number of staff O Unfortunately, 
the best way to save money is to reduce staff. 
□ to reduce weight to get thinner O She 
started a new diet in order to reduce weight. 
2. □ to be reduced to to be forced to do 
something humiliating O They ran out of 
food and were reduced to eating roots and 
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berries. □ she was reduced to tears it made 
her cry 

(D reduction /ri'dAkfon/ noun the act of 
making something smaller in size or number 
O Price reductions start on 1st August. O The 
company was forced to make job reductions. 
® redundancy /ri'dAndonsi/ noun being 
no longer employed, because the job is no 
longer needed. Synonym unemployment. 
Antonym employment □ voluntary redun¬ 
dancy a situation when an employee asks to 
be made redundant, usually in return for a 
large payment O So many nurses have taken 
voluntary redundancy that now the hospitals 
are short of staff. 

® redundant /ri'dAndont/ adj no longer 
needed, more than necessary □ to be made 
redundant to lose your job because you are 
not needed any more O Five employees were 
made redundant this week. O My son thinks 
he’ll be made redundant, so he’s already 
looking for another job. 
redwood /'redwud/ noun a very tall coni¬ 
fer which grows on the West Coast of the 
United States 

reed /ri:d/ noun 1 . a tall thick grass growing 
in wet places o Reeds grow by the edge of 
rivers or lakes. 2. a thin piece of wood or 
metal inside a musical instrument, which vi¬ 
brates when you blow on it (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with read.) 

d> reef /ri:f/ noun a long line of rocks just 
above or beneath the surface of the sea o The 
yacht hit a reef and sank. O The Great Bar¬ 
rier Reef is a coral reef off the north-east 
coast of Australia. Synonym ridge ■ verb □ 
to reef a sail to tie up a sail or part of a sail, 
to make the surface caught by the wind 
smaller 

reek /ri:k/ noun a strong smell O There was 
a reek of alcohol in the kitchen. Synonym 
stench ■ verb to smell strongly of some¬ 
thing O He reeks of garlic. 
reel /ri:l/ noun 1. a round object used for 
winding thread, wire or film round O She put 
a new reel of cotton on the sewing machine. 
2. a Scottish dance O After the wedding 
breakfast, some of the guests started to dance 
Highland reels. ■ verb to stagger O Two men 
came out of the pub and went reeling down 
the street. O The punch on the face sent the 
boxer reeling. O The company is still reeling 
from its losses in the Far East. 
re-elect /.rm'lekt/ verb to elect someone 
again 

re-election /.rin'lekjon/ noun being re¬ 
elected 

reel in /ri:l 'in/ verb to pull in a line round a 
reel 

(D reel Off /rid 'Df/ verb to give a list of 
names or figures rapidly. Synonym recite 
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re-enter /rifento/ verb to enter something 
again 

re-entry /rii'entri/ noun 1. the act of enter¬ 
ing a place or joining an activity again 2. the 
entry into the Earth’s atmosphere by a space¬ 
craft or missile returning from space 
re-establish /.rin'staebliJV verb to set 
something up again 

re-examine /.riiig'zaemin/ verb to exam¬ 
ine something again. Synonym reconsider 
© ref /ref/ noun 1. same as referee o Come 
on ref - that was a foul! 2. same as refer¬ 
ence □ your ref: a way of referring to the 
number on the letter which you have re¬ 
ceived, when replying to it □ our ref: 
giving a reference number to a letter you 
are writing 

refectory /ri'fekt(o)ri/ noun an eating hall 
in an institution like a monastery or a school. 
Synonym cafeteria 

® refer /ri'f3i/ verb 1. to mention some¬ 
thing or someone O Do you think he was re¬ 
ferring to me when he talked about clever 
managers? O The footnote refers you to page 
24. 2. to look into something for information 
O He referred to his diary to see if he had a 
free afternoon. 3. to pass a problem to some¬ 
one to decide o We have referred your com¬ 
plaint to our head office. O He was referred 
to an ear specialist by his GP. O See your GP 
first, and he or she will refer you to a consul¬ 
tant. (NOTE: referring - referred) 

© referee /.refo'ri:/ noun 1. (in sports) a 
person who supervises a game, making sure 
that it is played according to the rules O 
When fighting broke out between the players, 
the referee stopped the match. O The referee 
sent several players off 2. a person who 
gives a report on your character and ability O 
She gave the name of her former boss as a 
referee. O When applying please give the 
names of three referees. ■ verb to act as a 
referee in a sports match O There ' s no one to 
referee the match this afternoon. 

3) reference /'ref(9)rons/ noun 1. an act of 
mentioning something or someone O She 
made a reference to her brother-in-law. O 
The report made no reference to the bank. 
Synonym mention □ with reference to con¬ 
cerning, about O With reference to your letter 
of May 25th. 2. a direction for further infor¬ 
mation O There are bibliographic references 
at the back of the book. 3. a report on some¬ 
one’s character and ability O We ask all ap¬ 
plicants to supply references. □ to take up 
references to get in touch with referees to 
see what they think of the person applying 
for a job O When she applied for the job we 
took up her references and found they were 
not as good as we had hoped. 4. a person 
who gives a report on your character and 


ability O He gave my name as a reference. O 
Please use me as a reference if you wish. 
reference book /'reffojrons buk/ noun a 
book, such as a dictionary or an encyclopae¬ 
dia, where you can look for information 
reference library /'ref(9)rons .laibrori/ 
noun a library with reference books, where 
readers can search for information but not 
take the books away from the library 
referendum /.refo'rendom/ noun a vote 
where all the people of a country are asked to 
vote on a single question (NOTE: The plural 
is referenda orreferendums.) 
referral /ri'fsirol/ noun passing a problem 
on to someone else for a decision 
refill noun /'riif il/ 1 . a container with a fresh 
quantity of liquid O I must get a refill for my 
cigarette lighter. O Liquid soap is sold in 
handy refill packs. 2. another drink O Your 
glass is empty - can I get you a refill? ■ verb 
/rii'fil/ to fill something again O The waiter 
refilled our glasses. O We stopped twice to 
refill the car on the way to Scotland. Syn¬ 
onym replenish. Antonym empty 
refinance /.rii'fainaens/ verb to extend a 
loan by replacing it with a new one 
refine /ri'fain/ verb 1. to make something 
more pure O Juice from sugar cane is refined 
by boiling. 2. to make something better O 
The process needs to be further refined be¬ 
fore we can introduce it nationally. O The 
company needs to refine its sales techniques. 
□ to refine upon to make something even 
better O We hope to refine upon our existing 
production methods. 

refined /ri'faind/ adj 1. which has been 
made pure O white refined sugar 2. very ele¬ 
gant and polite O In refined society, you don’t 
slurp your soup. 

refinement /ri'fainmont/ noun 1 . ele¬ 
gance O The drawing room of the old house 
gives an idea of the refinement of life in the 
18th century. 2. improvement O The latest 
model has various refinements which the ear¬ 
lier models lacked. O This is a refinement of 
our previous word-processing program. 
refinery /ri'fainori/ noun a plant where a 
raw material, such as ore, oil or sugar is pro¬ 
cessed to remove impurities (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is refineries.) 

refit noun /'riifit/ complete repairs o The 
liner has gone into dock for a refit. Synonym 
overhaul ■ verb /rii'fit/ to fit out a shop, a 
factory, an office or a ship again O The shop 
is closed for refitting. O The MD has had his 
office refitted with dark blue furniture. 
(NOTE: refitting - refitted) 
reflate /rii'fleit/ verb □ to reflate the econ¬ 
omy to stimulate the economy by increasing 
the money supply or by reducing taxes O The 
government’s attempts to reflate the economy 
have so far proved singularly unsuccessful. 
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reflation /rii'fleij(3)n/ noun the act of 
stimulating the economy by increasing the 
money supply or by reducing taxes. Syn¬ 
onym expansion. Antonym deflation 
(D reflect /ri'flekt/ verb 1. to send back 
light, heat or an image of something O The 
light reflected on the top of the car. O White 
surfaces reflect light better than dark ones. O 
a picture of snow-capped mountains re¬ 
flected in a clear blue lake 2. to show 
something O Her expression reflected her 
feeling of happiness. 3. □ to reflect on some¬ 
thing to think carefully about something O 
He reflected that this was the sixth time he 
had been arrested for speeding. O When you 
reflect on the events of the past few days, you 
realise the truth of the saying that ‘pride goes 
before a fall'. □ to reflect badly on someone 
to show someone in a bad way O The news 
reflects badly on the way the manager runs 
his department. 

reflective /ri'flektiv/ adj 1. thoughtful o 
The poem was written when the poet was in a 
reflective mood. 2. which reflects O Cyclists 
should wear reflective armbands when cy¬ 
cling in the dark. 

reflector /ri'flekto/ noun apparatus which 
reflects 

reflex /'riifleks/ noun an automatic reaction 
to something O The doctor tested his reflexes 
by tapping on his knee with a little hammer. 
O By stopping the car when the little girl ran 
into the road she showed how good her re¬ 
flexes were. (NOTE: The plural is reflexes.) 
■ adj 1 . which is automatic 2 . which returns 
as a reflection 

reflex action /'riifleks .aekjon/ noun an 

automatic reaction to a stimulus, such as a 

sneeze after sniffing pepper 

reflex angle /'riifleks .aspgol/ noun an 

angle of more than 180° 

reflex camera /'riifleks ,k£em(3)r9/ noun 

a camera where the picture is reflected from 

the lens to the viewfinder exactly as it will 

appear on the photograph 

reflexive /ri'fleksiv/ adj (in grammar) a 

verb or pronoun which refers back to the 

subject 

reflexive verb /ri'fleksiv V3ib/ noun (in 
grammar) a transitive verb whose subject 
and object both refer to the same person or 
thing 

reflexology /T'iiflek'solodsi/ noun a treat¬ 
ment to relieve tension by massaging the 
soles of the feet and toes to stimulate the 
nerves and increase the blood supply 
(D reform /ri'foim/ noun the act of chang¬ 
ing something to make it better O The gov¬ 
ernment is planning a series of reforms to the 
benefit system. ■ verb 1. to change some¬ 
thing; to make something better O They want 
to reform the educational system. 2. to stop 


refrigerator 

committing crimes or to change your habits 
to become good O After her time in prison 
she became a reformed character. O He used 
to drink a lot, but since he got married he has 
reformed. 

reformation /.refo'meiJXojn/ noun a great 
change for the better O the reformation of the 
prison system 

Reformation /.refo'meiJXojn/ noun a reli¬ 
gious movement in 16th-century Europe 
which led to the setting up of the Protestant 
Church 

reformer /ri'foimo/ noun a person who 
tries to make something better. Antonym 

conservative 

reformist /ri'foimist/ adj in favour of 
making reforms O the reformist Prime Minis¬ 
ter ■ noun a person who plans to make re¬ 
forms O The reformists have done well in the 
elections. 

refraction /n'fraskj’on/ noun the bending 
of light as it goes from one substance into an¬ 
other, such as into water 
refrain /ri'frein/ noun lines which are re¬ 
peated after each section of a song or poem O 
At the end of each verse, everyone joined in 
the refrain. Synonym chorus ■ verb □ to 
refrain from not to do something o Please 
refrain from smoking during dinner. O We 
must ask everyone to refrain from applaud¬ 
ing until the signal is given. 
refresh /n'frej/ verb 1. to make fresh 
again O A coat of paint will refresh the room. 
□ this should refresh your memory this 
will help you remember something which 
you seem to have forgotten 2. to make 
someone less tired O After a good night’s 
sleep she felt refreshed. □ to refresh your¬ 
self to do something to make yourself less 
tired O I need a drink to refresh myself before 
the second half. 

refresher course /ri'frejo kois/ noun a 
course of study to make you practise your 
skills again so as to improve them 
refreshing /ri'frejirj/ adj 1. which makes 
fresh again O I had a refreshing drink of cold 
water. O A refreshing shower of rain cooled 
the air. 2. exciting and new O Our new of¬ 
fices are a refreshing change from the old 
building. 

refreshments /ri'frejmonts/ plural noun 
food and drink O Light refreshments will be 
served after the concert. O Refreshments are 
being offered in a tent on the lawn. 
refrigerate /ri'frid 3 oreit/ verb to keep 
food cold so that it will not go bad. Antonym 
heat 

@ refrigerator /ri'frid 3 oreito/ noun an 
electrical kitchen apparatus which is for 
keeping food and drink cold O There’s some 
cold orange juice in the refrigerator. O Milk 
will keep for several days in a refrigerator. O 
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Each hotel bedroom has a small refrigerator 
with cold drinks. (NOTE: often called a 

fridge) 

refuel /rii'fjuiol/ verb to put more fuel into 
a ship, plane, car or other vehicle. Synonym 
refill (NOTE: refuelling - refuelled. The US 
spelling is refueling - refueled.) 

(D refuge /'refju:d 3 / noun □ place of ref¬ 
uge a place of safety or shelter □ to seek ref¬ 
uge to try to find shelter O During the 
fighting, they sought refuge in the British em¬ 
bassy. □ to take refuge to shelter o When the 
tornado approached, they took refuge in the 
cellar. O We took refuge from the rain under 
a covered bus shelter. 

(D refugee /,refjo'd 3 i:/ noun a person who 
has left his countiy because of war or reli¬ 
gious or political persecution 
(D refund noun /'riifAnd/ money paid 
back O She got a refund after she com¬ 
plained to the manager. Synonym repay¬ 
ment □ full refund, refund in full paying 
back all the money paid O He got a full re¬ 
fund when he complained about the service. 
■ verb /ri'fAnd/ to pay money back o We 
will refund the cost of postage. O The tour 
company only refunded £100 of the £400 I 
had paid. 

refurbish /ri:'f3:bijy verb to make some¬ 
thing like new. Synonym renovate 
refurbishment /rii'faibijmont/ noun the 
act of making like new 
refusal /n'fju:z(a)l/ noun 1. saying that 
you do not accept something O His refusal to 
help was unexpected. O Did you accept? — 
No! I sent a letter of refusal. □ to meet with 
a flat refusal to be refused completely o His 
request met with a flat refusal. 2. □ to give 
someone first refusal of something to let 
someone have first choice of buying some¬ 
thing when it is being sold O I asked him if I 
could have first refusal of his flat if ever he 
decided to sell it. 

(D refuse verb /ri'fju:z/ 1. to say that you 
will not do something O His father refused to 
lend him any more money. □ the car refused 
to start the car would not start 2. not to allow 
something to happen O He asked for permis¬ 
sion to see his family, but it was refused. ■ 
noun /'ref ju:s/ rubbish and things which are 
not wanted O Please put all refuse in the 
bin. O Refuse collection on our road is on 
Thursdays. (NOTE: no plural) 
refutation ^refjui'teiJXaJn/ noun a proof 
that something is wrong. Synonym repu¬ 
diation 

refute /ri'fjuit/ verb 1. to prove that some¬ 
thing is wrong O He has tried to refute Ein¬ 
stein’s theory. 2. to show that something is 
untrue O He refuted her allegations 
completely. 


regiment 

regain /ri'gein/ verb to get something back 
which was lost □ to regain consciousness to 
become conscious again O She went into a 
coma and never regained consciousness. 
regal /'ri:g(3)l/ adj 1. referring to a king or 
queen O the regal splendour of the state 
opening of parliament 2. suitable for a king 
or queen O They offered us a truly regal 
banquet. 

(D regard /ri'gaid/ noun 1. concern for 
someone or something □ with regard to re¬ 
lating to O With regard to your request for 
extra funds. 2. an opinion of someone O He 
is held in high regard by his staff. 3. □ re¬ 
gards best wishes O She sends her (kind) re¬ 
gards. O Please give my regards to your 
mother. ■ verb 1. □ to regard someone or 
something as to consider someone or some¬ 
thing to be O The police are regarding the 
case as attempted murder. 2. to have an opin¬ 
ion about someone O She is highly regarded 
by the manager. 3. □ as regards relating to, 
concerning O As regards the cost of the trip, 
I’ll let you know soon what the final figure is. 
<D regarding /ri'gaidig/ prep relating to, 
concerning O He left instructions regarding 
his possessions. O Regarding your offer, I 
think we will have to say no. 

(D regardless /ri'gaidlos/ adv without 
paying any attention to. Synonym anyway □ 
to carry on regardless to continue in spite of 
everything O Although the temperature was 
well over 40°, they carried on working re¬ 
gardless. □ regardless of in spite of O They 
drove through the war zone regardless of the 
danger. □ regardless of expense without 
thinking of how much it would cost 
regatta /ri'gceto/ noun a sporting event 
where rowing boats or sailing boats race 
regency /'ri:d39nsi/ noun a period of gov¬ 
ernment by a regent o During the regency 
the power was in the hands of the regent and 
his family. 

Regency /'ri:d33nsi/ noun (in British his¬ 
tory) the period from 1810 to 1820 when the 
Prince of Wales was Prince Regent 
regenerate /ri'd^enoreit/ verb 1. to start 
something up again O The TV programme 
has regenerated interest in South America. 2. 
to make something grow strong again O We 
hope to regenerate the area by offering 
grants to new industries. O After a fire a for¬ 
est will regenerate itself very quickly. Syn¬ 
onym revive 

regent /'ri:d 3 ont/ noun a person who gov¬ 
erns in place of a king or queen who is a child 
or is ill 

reggae /'regei/ noun a type of West Indian 
music 

regiment /'red3im9nt/ noun a group of 
soldiers, usually commanded by a colonel or 
lieutenant-colonel 


regimental 

regimental /,red3i'ment(3)l/ adj belong- 
ing to a regiment 

regimented /'red 3 imentid/ adj strictly or¬ 
ganised or kept under strict discipline 
(D region /'ri:d 3 on/ noun 1. a large admin¬ 
istrative area O The South- West region is well 
known for its apples. □ the London region 
the area around London 2. □ in the region of 
about or approximately O He is earning a 
salary in the region of £25,000. O The house 
was sold for a price in the region of 
£ 200 , 000 . 

® regional /'ri:d3(3)nol/ adj referring to a 
region O The recession has not affected the 
whole country - it is only regional. O After 
the national news, here is the regional news 
for the South West. Synonym local. Ant¬ 
onym national 

(D register /'red3ist9/ noun 1. a list of 
names O I can’t find your name in the regis¬ 
ter. O His name was struck off the register. 2. 
a book in which you sign your name O After 
the wedding, the bride and groom and wit¬ 
nesses all signed the register. O Please sign 
the hotel register when you check in. 3. (in 
printing) making sure that two images are 
printed correctly one on top of the other □ 
out of register when two images are not 
printed correctly O The red is out of register. 
4. a level and style of language used by cer¬ 
tain people or in certain situations O A dictio¬ 
nary will indicate if the register is formal ’ or 
‘informal’ or ‘slang’. ■ verb 1. to write a 
name officially in a list O If you don’t regis¬ 
ter, we won't be able to get in touch with you. 
O Babies have to be registered with the regis¬ 
trar as soon as they are born. □ to register 
at a hotel to write your name and address 
when you arrive at a hotel O They registered 
at the hotel under the name of Macdonald. 2. 
to put a letter into the special care of the post 
office O She registered the letter. O He took 
the letter to the post office to get it registered. 
3. to record a figure or amount or to show a 
feeling O Temperatures of over 50° were reg¬ 
istered in the desert. O The amount of radio¬ 
activity was so small it didn’t register on our 
monitor. O His face registered anger and 
pain. 4. to be noticed, to gain attention O / 
told him he was getting a big pay rise, but it 
didn’t seem to register. 

(D registered /'red 3 istod/ adj which has 
been noted on an official list O a registered 
trademark 

register office /'red 3 isto ,ofis/ noun 
same as registry office 
® registrar /,red 3 i'stra:/ noun 1. a person 
who keeps official records O the registrar of 
births, marriages and deaths O They were 
married by the registrar. 2. a person who 
keeps the records of a university O Applica¬ 
tions for grants have to be sent to the regis¬ 


regular 

trar’s office by July 1st. 3. a qualified doctor 
or surgeon in a hospital who supervises 
house doctors O She’s a registrar at our local 
hospital. 

® registration /,red3i'streij(3)n/ noun 
the act of registering 

registration number ^redsi'streij^n 
.nAmbo/ noun the official number of a car 

registration plate /.redsi'streij^n 
pleit/ noun same as number plate (NOTE: 

The US term is license plate.) 

(D registry /'red 3 istri/ noun a place where 
official records are kept 
registry office /'red 3 istri ,Dfis/ noun an 
office where records of births, marriages and 
deaths are kept and where you can be married 
in a civil ceremony 

regress /ri'gres/ verb to return to an earlier 
stage or condition 

regression /n'grej(3)n/ noun going back 
to an earlier stage 

regret /ri'gret/ noun being sorry o I have 
absolutely no regrets about what we did. O 
She showed no regret for having made so 
much mess. □ much to someone’s regret 
making someone very sorry O Much to my 
regret I will not be able to go to Chicago. O 
Much to the children’s regret or much to the 
regret of the children, the ice cream van 
drove away. ■ verb to be sorry that some¬ 
thing has happened O I regret to say that you 
were not successful. O I regret the trouble 
this has caused you. O We regret the delay in 
the arrival of our flight from Amsterdam. O 
We regret to inform you that the tour has 
been cancelled. (NOTE: regretting - 
regretted) 

regretful /ri'gretf(3)l/ adj sorry or sad 
regrettable /ri'gret3b(3)l/ adj which must 
be regretted. Antonym fortunate 
regroup /rii'gruip/ verb to form groups 
again 

® regular /'regjulo/ adj 1 . done at the same 
time each day O His regular train is the 
12.45. O The regular flight to Athens leaves 
at 06.00. □ regular customer a customer 
who always buys from the same shop O He’s 
a regular customer, you don’t need to ask for 
proof of identity’. 2. standard O The regular 
price is £1.25, but we are offering them at 
99p. □ regular size the ordinary size of 
goods, smaller than sizes like economy size 
or family size O Just buy a regular size 
packet, it will be enough for the two of us. 3. 
□ regular army permanent professional 
army □ regular officer professional officer □ 
regular soldier professional soldier, as op¬ 
posed to a conscript ■ noun 1. a customer 
who always goes to the same shop or who 
drinks in the same pub O The regulars were 
very sorry when the old landlord retired. 2. a 
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reinforced concrete 


regular income 

professional soldier O The base is manned by 
regulars from the Paratroop Regiment. 
regular income /.regjulor 'inkAm/ noun 
income which comes in every week or month 

regularise /'regjubraiz/, regularize verb 
to make an existing situation official. Syn¬ 
onym standardise 

regularity /,regju'laeriti/ noun being 
regular 

(D regularly /'regjuloli/ adv in a regular 
way O She is regularly the first person to ar¬ 
rive at the office each morning. 
regular noun /'regjulo naun/ noun (in 
grammar) a noun with a regular pattern of 
inflections 

regular verb /'regjulo V3ib/ noun (in 
grammar ) a verb with a regular pattern of 
inflections 

regulate /'regju.leit/ verb 1. to adjust a 
machine so that it works in a certain way O 
The heater needs to be regulated to keep the 
temperature steady. O Turn this knob to reg¬ 
ulate the volume. O Her heartbeat is regu¬ 
lated by the pacemaker. 2. to maintain 
something by law O Speed on the motorway 
is strictly regulated. 

(D regulation /.regju'leiJXojn/ noun the 
act of regulating O The greenhouse is fitted 
with an automatic heat regulation system. O 
the regulation of the body’s temperature by 
sweating 

regulation uniform /,regjuleiJ(o)n 
'juimfoim/ noun a uniform worn according 
to regulations 

regulator /'regju.leito/ noun 1. a person 
whose job it is to see that regulations are fol¬ 
lowed in an industry O The industry regula¬ 
tor makes sure that the rules are followed to 
the letter. 2. an instrument which regulates a 
machine O This lorry is fitted with a speed 
regulator. 

rehab /'rii.haeb/ noun the process of curing 
someone of an addiction to drugs or alcohol 
rehabilitate /,ri:s'biliteit/ verb 1. to train 
a disabled person or an ex-prisoner to lead a 
normal life and fit into society O Prisoners 
need special training in order to be rehabili¬ 
tated. 2. to cure someone of an addiction to 
drugs or alcohol 

rehabilitation /.riiobili'teiJXojn/ noun the 
act of rehabilitating 

rehash noun /' riihasj/ a book, article, or 
other work which is more or less the 
same as something written or made earlier O 
His speech was just a rehash of some old ar¬ 
guments and had nothing new in it. ■ verb 
/rii'hceJV to bring out an old story, book, idea, 
or other work in more or less the same form 
as before O Her recent article just rehashed 
the same themes as her book. Synonym 
rework 


rehearsal /ri'h3:s(o)l/ noun a practice of a 
play or concert before the first public perfor¬ 
mance. t dress rehearsal 
rehearse /ri'h3:s/ verb to practise a play or 
a concert before a public performance 
reheat /rii'hiit/ verb to heat something 
again 

rehouse /rii'hauz/ verb to move somebody 
to other, often better, housing 
reign /rein/ noun a period when a king, 
queen or emperor rules O during the reign of 
Elizabeth I ■ verb 1 . to rule o Queen Victo¬ 
ria reigned between 1837 and 1901. O She 
reigned during a period of great prosperity. 
2. to be in existence O Chaos reigned when 
the town’s electricity supply broke down. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with rain, rein.) 
reigning /'reimrj/ adj 1 . who is on the 
throne O the reigning monarch 2. □ reigning 
champion a person who is champion until 
someone beats him O I don’t think he has any 
chance of winning, as his opponent is the 
reigning heavyweight champion. 
reign of terror /,rein ov 'tero/ noun a pe¬ 
riod when law and order have broken down 
and people live in a continual state of fear 
reimburse /.riiim'bsis/ verb □ to reim¬ 
burse someone for his or her expenses to 
pay someone back for money he or she has 
spent (formal) O You will be reimbursed for 
your expenses or your expenses will be 
reimbursed. 

reimbursement /.rinm'bsismont/ noun 
paying back money. Synonym repayment 
rein /rein/ noun 1 . a strap which the rider 
holds to control a horse O She walked beside 
the horse holding the reins. O The rider 
pulled hard on the reins to try to make the 
horse stop. 2. □ to keep something on a 
tight rein to control something strictly O Un¬ 
less you keep your expenses on a tight rein, 
you ’ll have problems. ■ verb □ to rein back 
or in to keep under control O The leader of 
the opposition tried to rein in his supporters 
who wanted to attack the President’s palace. 
reincarnation /.rinnkai'neiJXojn/ noun 
1 . a person’s soul bom again in another body 
or animal after death O The ancient Egyp¬ 
tians believed that the owl was the reincarna¬ 
tion of the god Horus. 2. the reappearance of 
someone in another form O His latest rein¬ 
carnation was as an insurance salesman. 
reindeer /'reindio/ noun a type of deer 
which lives in the Arctic (NOTE: The plural is 
reindeer.) 

<D reinforce /.rmn'fois/ verb to make 
something stronger or more solid 

reinforced concrete /.rinnfoist 
'korjkriit/ noun concrete strengthened with 
metal rods 
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reinforcement /.riiin'foismont/ noun the 
act of reinforcing O One of the walls needs 
reinforcement. 

reinforcements /.rinn'foismonts/ plural 
noun new soldiers to support others already 
fighting 

reinstate /.rinn'steit/ verb to put someone 
back into a job from which he or she was 
dismissed 

reinstatement /.riiin'steitmont/ noun 
putting someone back into a job from which 
he or she was dismissed 
reinvent /.rinn'vent/ verb to make some¬ 
thing popular again after it has been out of 
fashion for a time 

reissue /rii'iju:/ noun the issuing of some¬ 
thing again O The reissue of the book in pa¬ 
perback is scheduled for next spring. ■ verb 
to issue something again O The company re¬ 
issued its catalogue with a new price list. O 
The book was published as a hardback, then 
reissued as a paperback. 
reiterate /rii'itoreit/ verb to say something 
again. Synonym repeat 
reiteration /rii.ito'reiJXojn/ noun saying 
the same thing again 

(D reject noun /'ri:d 3 ekt/ a thing which has 
been thrown away as not satisfactory ■ verb 
/n'd 3 ekt/1. to refuse to accept something 2. 
to throw something away as not satisfactory 
3. (in medicine) not to accept a transplanted 
organ O His body rejected the new heart. 

(D rejection /ri'd 3 ekjbn/ noun a refusal to 
accept 

reject shop /'ri:d 3 ekt Jbp/ noun a shop 
which specialises in the sale of rejects 
rejig /ri:'d 3 ig/ verb to arrange something in 
a different way ( informal ) 
rejoice /ri'd 3 Dis/ verb 1. to be very happy 
O We all rejoiced to hear the news that the 
baby had been found. 2. □ to rejoice in to be 
happy at O She rejoiced in the warm welcome 
that her family gave her. □ to rejoice in a 
name to have a curious name o The cafe re¬ 
joices in the name of ‘The Snail and 
Banana ’. 

rejoin /ri:'d 3 Din/ verb to join someone or 
something again ( formal) 
rejuvenate /ri'd 3 uivineit/ verb 1 . to make 
someone young again O She came back from 
the health farm completely rejuvenated. 2. to 
give something new vigour and strength O 
He hopes to rejuvenate the club by attracting 
younger members. 

rekindle /ri:'kind(9)l/ verb to start again or 
to make something happen again. Antonym 

kill 

relapse noun /'riilaeps/ (of patient or dis¬ 
ease) becoming worse after seeming to be 
getting better O He had a relapse and had to 
go back into hospital. Synonym deteriora¬ 


relative pronoun 

tion ■ verb /ri'laeps/ 1. to become worse o 
He relapsed into a coma. 2. to get back into 
old bad habits O He promised he would cut 
down on his drinking but soon relapsed. 

CD relate /ri'leit/ verb 1. to be concerned 
with something O the regulations which re¬ 
late to mooring in the harbour 2. □ to relate 
to someone to understand someone and be 
able to communicate with them O Do you 
find it difficult to relate to him? 3. to tell a 
story O It took him half an hour to relate 
what had happened. 

(D related /ri'leitid/ adj 1. belonging to the 
same family O Are you and Joan closely re¬ 
lated? 2. linked O There are several related 
items on the agenda. 

® relating to /ri'leitir) tui/ prep referring 
to or connected with 

(D relation /ri'leij(3)n/ noun 1. a member 
of a family O All my relations live in Canada. 
O Laura's no relation of mine, she’s just a 
friend. 2. a link between two things O Is 
there any relation between his appointment 
as MD and the fact that his uncle owns the 
business? □ in relation to referring to, con¬ 
nected with O documents in relation to the 
sale 

relations /n'leiJXojnz/ plural noun links 
with other people O We try to maintain good 
relations with our customers. O Relations be¬ 
tween the two countries have become tense. 

<D relationship /n'leiJ(o)nJip/ noun 1. a 
link or connection O There is a proven rela¬ 
tionship between smoking and lung cancer. O 
I have a good working relationship with her. 
2. a close friendship, especially one in which 
two people are involved in a romantic or sex¬ 
ual way with each other O She decided to end 
the relationship when she found he had been 
seeing other women. 

(D relative /'rebtiv/ noun a person who is 
related to someone; a member of a family O 
We have several relatives living in Canada. 
O He has no living relatives. ■ adj compared 
to something else O Everything is relative - if 
you have ten cows you are rich in some Afri¬ 
can countries. □ relative poverty poverty 
compared with what really wealthy people 
have or with the wealth someone used to 
have O My old uncle lives in relative poverty. 
relative clause /'rebtiv kb:z/ noun a 
subordinate clause that provides additional 
information about a person or thing and 
which is joined to the previous clause by 
words like ‘which’, ‘who’ or ‘that ‘ 

(D relatively /'rebtivli/ adi/more or less o 
The children have been relatively free from 
colds this winter. O We are dealing with a 
relatively new company. 
relative pronoun /.rebtiv 'prounaun/ 
noun a pronoun, such as ‘who’ or ‘which’, 
which connects two clauses 


relativity 

relativity /.relo'trviti/ noun (in physics) 
the relationship between objects, time, dis¬ 
tance and speed □ Einstein’s Theory of Rel¬ 
ativity the theory that time, movement and 
space are relative and not absolute 
d> relax /ri'leeks/ verb 1. to rest from work 
or to be less tense O They spent the first week 
of their holiday relaxing on the beach. O 
Guests can relax in the bar before going to 
eat in the restaurant. O Just lie back and re¬ 
lax - the injection won’t hurt. 2. to make 
something less strict O The club has voted to 
relax the rules about the admission of women 
members. 

relaxation /.riilaek'seiJXojn/ noun a rest 
from work 

@ relaxed /ri'laekst/ adj not upset; calm o 
Even if he failed his test, he’s still very re¬ 
laxed about the whole thing. 

@ relaxing ATlaeksir)/ adj which makes 
you less tense. Antonym harrowing 
relay noun /'riilei/ a group of people work¬ 
ing in turn with other groups O A shift is usu¬ 
ally composed of groups of workers who 
work in relays. O All the work had been done 
by the time the next relay arrived. ■ verb 
/'riilei, ri 'lei/1. to pass on a message o She 
relayed the news to the other members of her 
family. O All messages are relayed through 
this office. 2. to pass on a TV or radio broad¬ 
cast through a secondary station O The 
programmes are received in the capital and 
then relayed to TV stations round the 
country. 

relay race /'riilei reis/ noun a running 
race by teams in which one runner passes a 
baton to another who then runs on 
(D release /ri'liis/ noun 1. setting free o the 
release ofprisoners from jail O the release of 
hormones into the bloodstream 2. setting free 
from pain O His death was a merciful re¬ 
lease. 3. □ press release sheet giving news 
about something which is sent to newspapers 
and TV and radio stations so that they can 
use the information in it O We issued a press 
release about the opening of the new shop. ■ 
verb 1. to set someone free or to unlock 
something O Six prisoners were released 
from prison. O The customs released the 
goods after we paid a fine. O We nursed the 
injured fox for a week and then released it in 
the woods. O The endocrine glands release 
hormones into the bloodstream. O Pull that 
lever to release the brakes. 2. to make public 
O The government has released figures about 
the number ofpeople out of work. 
relegate /'religeit/ verb 1. (in sports) to 
move a team down from a higher division to 
a lower one O They were relegated from the 
premier division. 2. to put someone into a 
worse position O On the arrival of the new 


relief 

manager, I was relegated to the accounts 
department. 

relegation /,reli'geij(3)n/ noun 1. (in 
sports) moving down from one division to a 
lower one O They only scored two points in 
their last ten games, and now face relegation. 
2. moving into a worse position O With the 
arrival of a new manager I’m facing relega¬ 
tion to a less important job. 
relent /ri'lent/ verb to be less strict; to de¬ 
cide to be less strict than before. Synonym 
give in 

relentless /n'lent las/ adj continuing with¬ 
out giving up 

relentlessly /n'lentlosli/ adv continuing 
without stopping or with no pity 
(D relevance /'relov(o)ns/ noun being rele¬ 
vant. Antonym irrelevance 
(D relevant /'relov(o)nt/ adj which has to 
do with something being mentioned O Which 
is the relevant government department? O 
Can you give me the relevant papers? O Is 
this information at all relevant? Synonym 
pertinent 

reliability /ri.laio'biliti/ noun being 
reliable 

reliable /ri'laiab(3)l/ adj which can be re¬ 
lied on or which can be trusted O It is a very 
reliable car. O The sales manager is com¬ 
pletely reliable. Synonym dependable. Ant¬ 
onym unreliable 

reliably ATlaiobli/ adv in a way which can 
be trusted 

reliance ATlaions/ noun being reliant. 
Synonym dependence 

reliant /n'laiont/ adj which relies on 
something 

relic /'relik/ noun 1. an object which has 
been left over from the past o That cap is a 
relic of my time as a naval cadet. 2 . □ relics 
parts of the body or possessions of a holy 
person, such as the bones of a saint O The rel¬ 
ics of the saint are kept in a gold casket in the 
cathedral. 

® relief ATliif/ noun 1. reducing pain or 
stress O An aspirin should bring relief. O He 
breathed a sigh of relief when the police car 
went past without stopping. O What a relief 
to have finished my exams! 2. help O The Red 
Cross is organising relief for the flood vic¬ 
tims. □ famine relief fund money collected 
to help victims of a famine 3. a person who 
takes over from another O A relief nurse will 
take over from you at one o ’clock. O Your re¬ 
lief will be here in half an hour. □ relief shift 
a shift which comes to take the place of an¬ 
other shift O The relief shift is due in ten min¬ 
utes. 4. a carving in which the details of 
design stand out □ in relief standing out or 
prominent O Braille consists of little dots in 
relief that can be read by touch. 


710 


711 


remark 


relief map 

relief map /ri'liif masp/ noun a map where 
height is shown by colour, so mountains are 
brown and plains are green 
relief road /ri'liif roud/ noun a road built 
to help reduce traffic congestion 
(D relieve /ri'liiv/ verb 1. to make a pain or 
illness better O He took aspirins to relieve the 
pain. O Symptoms of hayfever can be relieved 
by taking antihistamines. 2. □ to relieve 
yourself to urinate or defecate ( formal) o He 
stopped by the roadside to relieve himself. O 
People complained about drunken football 
fans relieving themselves in the street. 3. to 
make a bad situation better O It’s an agency 
which tries to relieve famine. 4. to take over 
from someone O You can go and have some¬ 
thing to eat -I’m here to relieve you. 5. to re¬ 
move a difficult job from someone O Let me 
relieve you of some of these parcels. O This 
piece of equipment will relieve you of some of 
your work. 

@ relieved /ri'liivd/ adj glad to be rid of a 
problem. Antonym worried 
<D religion /ri'lid33n/ noun 1. a belief in 
gods or in God O Does their religion help 
them to lead a good life? O It is against my 
religion to eat meat on Fridays. 2. a particu¬ 
lar faith O the Greek Orthodox religion 
<g> religious /ro'lidgos/ adj 1. referring to 
religion O There is a period of religious study 
every morning. 2. having a strong belief in 
God O She’s very religious - she goes to 
church every day. 

religiously /ro'lidsosli/ adv regularly and 
carefully, like a religious ritual 
relinquish /ro'lirjkwiJV verb to leave or to 
let go of something. Synonym give up. Ant¬ 
onym retain 

relish /'reliJV noun 1. spicy pickles or spicy 
sauce O Eat your sausages with mustard or 
relish. (NOTE: The plural in this meaning is 
relishes.) 2. enjoyment o She argued with 
him with great relish. ■ verb to enjoy 
something O I don’t relish having to take my 
exam again. Antonym dislike 
relive /rii'liv/ verb to go through something 
again, especially in your mind 
relocate /.riilou'keit/ verb to move an of¬ 
fice, factory or staff to a different place 
relocation /.riilou'keiJXojn/ noun moving 
to a different place 

reluctant /ri'lAktont/ adj □ reluctant to 
not eager to, not willing to O He was reluc¬ 
tant to go into the water because it looked 
cold. 

reluctantly /ri'Lvktontli/ adv not willingly 
<D rely on /ri'lai Dn/ verb to depend on 
something 

<D remain /ri'mein/ verb 1. to stay o We ex¬ 
pect it will remain fine for the rest of the 
week. O She remained behind at the office to 


finish her work. 2. to be left O Half the food 
remained uneaten and had to be thrown 
away. O After the accident not much re¬ 
mained of the car. 3. □ it remains to be seen 
we will find out later O How many people 
have survived the crash remains to be seen. O 
It remains to be seen whether she’s ever go¬ 
ing to be able to walk again. 

<D remainder /ri'meindo/ noun what is left 
after everything or everyone else has gone O 
What shall we do for the remainder of the 
holidays? O After the bride and groom left, 
the remainder of the party stayed in the hotel 
to have supper. ■ verb to sell off new books 
cheaply O a shop full ofpiles of remaindered 
books 

remainders /ri'meindoz/ plural noun new 
books which are sold off cheaply because 
they are not selling well 
(D remaining /ri'memir)/ adj which is left 
<D remains /ri'meinz/ plural noun 1. things 
left over or left behind o The remains of the 
evening meal were left on the table until the 
next morning. O We ’re trying to save the Ro¬ 
man remains from total obliteration by the 
construction company. 2. the body of a dead 
person O The emperor’s remains were buried 
in the cathedral. 

remake verb /rii'meik/ □ to have some¬ 
thing remade to get someone to make 
something again O The kitchen units didn’t 
fit, so we had to have them remade. ■ 
noun /'riimeik/ a new film with the same 
story as an old film O They ’re planning yet 
another remake of ‘David Copperfield ’. 
remand /ri'maind/ noun sending a pris¬ 
oner away for a time when a case is ad¬ 
journed to be heard at a later date □ prisoner 
on remand, remand prisoner prisoner who 
has been told to come back to the court at a 
later date O The court ordered the prisoner to 
be kept on remand. O A large proportion of 
the prisoners in this jail are remand prison¬ 
ers. ■ verb 1 . to send a prisoner away to re¬ 
appear later to answer a case which has been 
adjourned □ he was remanded in custody or 
remanded on bail for two weeks he was 
sent to prison or allowed to go free on pay¬ 
ment of bail while waiting to return to court 
two weeks later 2. US to send a case back to 
a lower court 

remand centre /ri'maind ,sento/ noun a 
prison where prisoners on remand are held 
(§> remark /ri'maik/ noun a comment o / 
heard his remark even if he spoke in a low 
voice. □ to make or pass remarks about to 
make sharp or rude comments about O She 
made some remarks about the dirty table¬ 
cloth. ■ verb to notice and comment on 
something O She remarked on the dirtiness of 
the cafe. 


remarkable 
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(D remarkable /n'ma:kab(a)l/ adj very 
unusual O She’s a remarkable woman. O It’s 
remarkable that the bank has not asked us to 
pay back the money. Synonym extraordi¬ 
nary. Antonym ordinary 
remarkably /ri'maikabli/ adv unusually 
remarry /rii'mseri/ verb to marry again 
remedial /ri'miidial/ adj which cures or 
which makes something better. Synonym 
corrective 

<D remedy /'remodi/ noun 1. a thing which 
may cure O It’s an old remedy for hayfever. 
2. a solution to a problem O There’s no easy 
remedy for their financial problems. (NOTE: 
The plural is remedies.) ■ verb to correct 
something, to make something better o Tell 
me what’s wrong and I’ll try to remedy it 
right away. 

® remember /ri'memba/ verb 1. to bring 
back into your mind something which you 
have seen or heard before o Do you remem¬ 
ber when we got lost in the fog? O My grand¬ 
mother can remember seeing the first 
television programmes. O She remembered 
seeing it on the dining-room table. O She 
can’t remember where she put her umbrella. 
O I don’t remember having been in this hotel 
before. O I remember my grandmother very 
well. O It’s strange that I can never remem¬ 
ber my father’s birthday. O Did you remem¬ 
ber to switch off the kitchen light? (NOTE: 
You remember doing something which 
you did in the past; you remember to do 
something in the future.) 2. to ask someone 
to pass your good wishes to someone O 
Please remember me to your father when you 
see him next. 3. □ he remembered me in his 
will he left me something in his will 
remembrance /ri'membrans/ noun 
memory 

Remembrance Day /ri'membrans dei/ 
noun November 11th, or the nearest Sunday, 
celebrating the end of the First World War 
and remembering the dead of both World 
Wars. Also called Armistice Day, Poppy 
Day 

(D remind /ri'maind/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
one remember something O Now that you’ve 
reminded me, I do remember seeing him last 
week. O Remind me to book the tickets for 
New York. O She reminded him that the meet¬ 
ing had to finish at 6.30. 2. □ to remind 
someone of to make someone think of some¬ 
thing or someone O Do you know what this 
reminds me of? O She reminds me of her 
mother. 

reminder /ri'mainda/ noun 1. a thing 
which reminds you of something O He tied a 
knot in his handkerchief as a reminder of 
what he had to do. O Keep this picture as a 
reminder of happier days. 2. a letter to re¬ 
mind a customer to do something O We 


remote control 

had a reminder from the gas company that 
we hadn’t paid the bill. 
reminisce /.remi'nis/ verb to talk about 
memories of the past 

reminiscence / l remi'ms(9)ns/ noun a 
memory of something from the past ( formal) 
reminiscent / l remi l nis(o)nt/ adj which 
reminds you of the past. Synonym 

suggestive 

remission /ri'mij‘(3)n/ noun 1. a reduction 
of a prison sentence O He was sentenced to 
five years, but should only serve three with 
remission. O He earned remission for good 
behaviour. 2. a period when an illness is less 
severe O The cancer is in remission. 3. □ the 
remission of sins forgiving by God of sins 
which people have committed ( formal ) 
remit verb /ri'mit/ 1. to reduce a prison 
sentence O His prison sentence was remitted. 
2. to send money (NOTE: remitting - remit¬ 
ted) ■ noun /'riimit/ an area of responsibil¬ 
ity given to someone O This department can 
do nothing with the case as it is not part of 
our remit or is beyond our remit. O He has 
been given the remit to deal with his father’s 
affairs. 

remittance /ri'mit(9)ns/ noun money 
which is sent 

remnant /'remnant/ noun a quantity or 
piece left over. Synonym remainder 
remonstrate /'remanstreit/ verb (formal) 
□ to remonstrate with someone to reason 
with someone about something they have 
done 

remorse /ri'mois/ noun regret about some¬ 
thing wrong which you have done 
remorseful /ri'ma:sf(a)l/ adj full of re¬ 
morse. Synonym regretful. Antonym 
unrepentant 

remorseless /ri'maislas/ adj 1. which 
cannot be stopped O The Green Belt is sup¬ 
posed to stop the remorseless advance of 
houses into the countryside. O There’s noth¬ 
ing you can do to hold back the remorseless 
advance of old age. 2. cruel, showing no pity 
O A remorseless artillery bombardment 
pounded the town. 

(D remote /n'maut/ adj 1. far away o The 
hotel is situated in a remote mountain vil¬ 
lage. 2. slight, not very strong O There’s a 
remote chance of finding a cure for his ill¬ 
ness. O The possibility of him arriving on 
time is remote. O There is not the remotest 
likelihood of the plane taking off this morn¬ 
ing because of the fog. 3. (of a person) who 
does not communicate very much O Their 
daughter is difficult to get to know, she seems 
so remote. (NOTE: remoter - remotest) 

<D remote control /ri.maut kan'traul/ 
noun a device which controls a model plane 
or a TV by radio signals 
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remotely 

remotely /ri'moutli/ adv very slightly □ 
not remotely not at all O He wasn’t remotely 
interested in what I had to say. 
removable /n'mu:v9b(9)l/ adj designed 
so as to be easily taken off and put back on 
again. Synonym detachable 
(D removal /ri'mu:v(a)l/ noun 1. taking 
something or someone away O the removal 
of the ban on importing computers O Refuse 
collectors are responsible for the removal of 
household waste. O The opposition called for 
the removal of the Foreign Secretary. 2. 
moving to a new home, new office, etc. 
removal van /ri'mu:v(9)l vaen/ noun a 
van which takes your furniture from one 
house to another 

<D remove /ri'muiv/ verb to take something 
away O You can remove his name from the 
mailing list. O The waitress removed the dirty 
plates and brought us some tea. 
removed /ri'muivd/ adj 1. distant from or 
different from 2. not closely related 
remover /ri'muivo/ noun 1. a person who 
moves furniture from one house to another O 
We ’re moving house tomorrow - the remov¬ 
ers will be here at 7.30 am. 2. a thing which 
removes 

remunerate /ri'mjuinoreit/ verb to pay 
someone for their work 
remuneration /r^mjuino'reiJXojn/ noun 
payment for services done 
@ renaissance /ri'neis(o)ns/ noun a re¬ 
birth or a starting again O British cinema has 
undergone a renaissance in recent years. 
Renaissance /n'neis(o)ns/ noun a period 
in late medieval Europe when a renewal of 
interest in the Greek and Roman civilisa¬ 
tions led to a new artistic and intellectual 
movement 

renal /'ri:n(o)l/ adj referring to the kidneys 
rename /rii'neim/ verb to give something a 
new name 

rend /rend/ verb to tear something to pieces 
(literary) Antonym mend (NOTE: rending - 
rent) 

<S> render /'rends/ verb 1. □ to render an 
account to send in an account or a statement 
of account O as per account rendered 2. to 
translate something O The text was badly 
rendered in Italian. 3. to provide help O ser¬ 
vices rendered to the country 4. □ to render 
down to melt solid meat fat by heating to 
produce pure fat 5. to cover a wall with a 
coating of plaster or cement 6. to make some¬ 
one or something change into a particular 
state O She was rendered speechless by their 
letter. O The experts rendered the bomb safe. 
rendering /'rend(s)rip/ noun 1. a perfor¬ 
mance of a song, etc. O She was famous for 
her rendering of the popular wartime song. O 
The choir’s rendering of the Beethoven Mass 


was criticised. 2. a mixture of cement and 
fine sand used to cover the outside of a house 
O The rendering is beginning to flake off and 
needs redoing. 

rendezvous /'rDndeivu:/ noun an ap¬ 
pointment or meeting; a place where a 
meeting takes place O He arranged a 
rendezvous with her. ■ verb to arrange to 
meet, or to meet someone O You go north, 
and we ’ll go west and we ’ll all rendezvous at 
the camp at 16 . 00 . (NOTE: rendezvoused 
/'rondeivuid/) 

rendition /ren'diJ(o)n/ noun a perfor¬ 
mance of a song, etc. 

renegade /'remgeid/ noun a person who 
leaves a religion, group or party and joins an¬ 
other. Antonym loyalist 
renege /ri'neig, ri'niig/ verb □ to renege 
on not to do something which you had prom¬ 
ised to do ( formal ) O He reneged on his 
promise to pay half the costs. O I was furious 
when he reneged on the deal. 
renew /ri'nju:/ verb 1. to start something 
again O Renew your efforts and don’t lose 
hope. 2. to replace something old with some¬ 
thing new O We need to renew the wiring in 
the kitchen. 3. to continue something for a 
further period of time O Don’t forget to re¬ 
new your insurance policy. □ to renew a 
subscription to pay a subscription for an¬ 
other year O I don’t think I’ll renew my sub¬ 
scription to the magazine. 
renewable /ri'nju:ob(3)l/ adj 1. which can 
be renewed O The season ticket is renewable 
for a further year. 2. which can be replaced, 
which can renew itself O renewable sources 
of energy such as solar power, and power 
from wind or water 

renewal /ri'njuiol/ noun the act of renew¬ 
ing □ the subscription is up for renewal the 

subscription needs to be renewed 
renewed /ri'njuid/ adj continuing with 
new energy, strength or enthusiasm 
renounce /ri'nauns/ verb 1. to give up a 
right or a claim O She renounced her claim to 
the property. 2. to state publicly that you are 
going to stop believing in something or are 
not going to behave in a certain way O The 
government has renounced the use of force in 
dealing with international terrorists. O They 
called on the extremists to renounce violence. 
renovate /'renoveit/ verb to make a build¬ 
ing like new again. Antonym wear out 
renovation /.reno'veiJXojn/ noun making 
a building like new again 
renown /ri'naun/ noun being famous. Syn¬ 
onym fame. Antonym obscurity 
renowned /ri'naund/ adj 1. very famous o 
the renowned Italian conductor O Rome is 
renowned as the centre of Catholicism. 2. □ 
renowned for famous for something o She’s 


rent 

renowned for being late. O a shop renowned 
for the quality of its products 
(D rent /rent/ noun 1 . money paid to live in a 
flat or house or to use an office or car O Rents 
are high in the centre of the town. O The 
landlord asked me to pay three months ’ rent 
in advance. 2. a tear or hole in material ■ 
verb 1. to pay money to use a house, flat, of¬ 
fice or car O He rents an office in the centre 
of town. O He rented a villa by the beach for 
three weeks. 2. □ to rent out to let someone 
use a house, office, flat, etc., for money o We 
rented (out) one floor of our building to an 
American company. 

rental /'rent(o)l/ noun rent, money paid to 
use a room, flat, office, car, etc. 
renunciation /ri.nAnsi'ei^o)^ noun the 
giving up, especially of a claim ( formal ) 
reopen /rii'oupon/ verb 1. to open again o 
The shop will reopen next week after a refit. 
2. (of the police) to start to investigate a case 
again O The case has been reopened because 
a new witness has come forward. 
reorganisation /ri: l o:g3nai'zeiJ'(3)n/, 
reorganization noun the act of reorganising. 
Synonym reform 

reorganise /rii'oigonaiz/, reorganize 

verb to organise something in a new way. 
Synonym regroup 

@ rep /rep/ noun 1. a salesman who visits 
clients, trying to sell them something O They 
have vacancies for reps in the north of the 
country. O We have a reps’ meeting every 
three months. Also called representative 2. 
a theatre with a permanent group of actors 
who play a series of plays, changing them at 
regular intervals O The local rep is doing 
‘Henry V’ this week. Also called repertory 
theatre 

(D repair /ri'peo/ noun 1 . mending some¬ 
thing which is broken or has been damaged O 
His car is in the garage for repair. O The ho¬ 
tel is closed while they are carrying out re¬ 
pairs to the air-conditioning system. 2. □ to 
be in a good state of repair or in good re¬ 
pair to be in good condition o This car is 
still in a very good state of repair, I won’t 
change it yet. ■ verb to mend something, to 
make something work which is broken or 
damaged O I dropped my watch on the pave¬ 
ment, and I don’t think it can be repaired. O 
She’s trying to repair the washing machine. 
O The photocopier is being repaired. Syn¬ 
onym mend. Antonym damage 
repairer /ri'peoro/ noun a person who 
mends things 

repair shop /ri'peo Jop/ noun a small fac¬ 
tory where machines are repaired 
reparation /.repo'reiKo)^ noun some¬ 
thing which makes up for a wrong 
reparations /,repa'reij(3)nz/ plural noun 
money paid by a defeated enemy after a war 


repentance 

to make up for destruction caused and 
wrongs committed 

repast /ri'paist/ noun a meal ( literary) 
repatriate /rii'paetrieit/ verb to bring or to 
send someone back to their home country 
repatriation /ri^paetri'eiJXaJn/ noun the 
action of repatriating 

repay /n'pei/ verb 1. to pay back o I’ll try 
to repay what I owe you next month. O Thank 
you for your help -1 hope to be able to repay 
you one day. □ he repaid me in full he paid 
me back all the money he owed me 2. to be 
worth □ it will repay close scrutiny it would 
be worth looking at it carefully 
repayment /ri'peimont/ noun paying 
back □ mortgage repayments the instal¬ 
ments paid back on a mortgage O He fell be¬ 
hind with his mortgage repayments. O My 
mortgage repayments have increased this 
month. 

repeal /ri'piil/ noun officially ending a law, 
so that it is no longer valid O MPs are press¬ 
ing for the repeal of the Immigration Act. ■ 
verb to end a law officially o The Bill seeks 
to repeal the existing legislation. Synonym 
cancel. Antonym enact 
(D repeat /ri'piit/ verb to say something 
again O Could you repeat what you just said? 
O He repeated the address so that the police¬ 
man could write it down. O She kept on re¬ 
peating that she wanted to go home. □ to 
repeat yourself to say the same thing over 
and over again O He’s getting old - he keeps 
repeating himself ■ adj □ repeat perfor¬ 
mance a performance which is done a second 
time O The play is being performed on Fri¬ 
day, and there will be a repeat performance 
on Saturday. ■ noun a TV or radio show 
which is broadcast again 
repeated /ri'piitid/ adj happening again 
and again 

repeatedly /ri'piitidli/ adv again and 
again 

repel /ri'pel/ verb 1 . to drive back an attack 
O The army easily repelled the invaders. 2. to 
drive something away O The paint has an in¬ 
gredient that repels water. O She sprayed the 
kitchen with a spray to repel flies. 3. to be so 
unpleasant that it drives people away O The 
taste repelled me so much that I could not 
finish my meal. (NOTE: repelling - repelled) 
repellent /ri'pelont/ adj which drives peo¬ 
ple away, which repels ( formal ) o The colour 
of the bathroom is really repellent. O the re¬ 
pellent smell coming from the drains. Syn¬ 
onym disgusting. Antonym delightful 
repent /ri'pent/ verb to be very sorry for 
what you have done, or for what you have 
not done. Synonym regret 
repentance /ri'pentons/ noun a great re¬ 
gret for something you have done 
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repentant 

repentant /ri'pentont/ adj full of regret for 
what you have done. Synonym regretful. 
Antonym unrepentant 
repercussions /.riipo'kAj^nz/ plural 
noun a result or effect, usually unpleasant o 
The government decision on pensions will 
have widespread repercussions. O The BBC 
is trying to deal with the repercussions of the 
critical programme on India. 

<S> repertoire /'repotwa:/ noun 1. the 
plays, songs or pieces of music which some¬ 
one has learned O She has an extensive rep¬ 
ertoire, covering most of the important 
soprano roles. 2. the works, such as plays or 
operas, which a theatre company has ready 
for performance O We have added two plays 
by Noel Coward to our repertoire. 3. the total 
number of things which a person can do O 
Our little daughter has added lying on the 
floor and screaming to her repertoire of 
things to annoy her parents. 
repertory theatre /'rep9t(3)ri ,0i3to/ 
noun a theatre with a permanent group of ac¬ 
tors who play a series of plays, changing 
them at regular intervals 
@ repetition /.repi'tiJXs)!!/ noun 1. the act 
of repeating, of saying the same thing again 
O The constant repetition of the song made 
sure we all knew it by heart. 2. a thing which 
is repeated O She simply gave a repetition of 
the arguments she had used at the previous 
meeting. O The police will try to prevent a 
repetition of the ugly scenes at the football 
ground. 

repetitive /ri'petitiv/ adj which is re¬ 
peated very frequently and is boring 
repetitive strain injury /ri.petitiv 
'strein .mc^ori/ noun a pain in the arm felt 
by someone who performs the same move¬ 
ment many times, such as when operating a 
computer terminal or playing a musical in¬ 
strument. Abbr RSI 

rephrase /rii'freiz/ verb to say something 
again, but in a different way. Synonym 

restate 

( 1 ) replace /ri'pleis/ verb 1. to put some¬ 
thing back where it was before O Please re¬ 
place the books correctly on the shelves. 2. □ 
to replace something with something else 
to put something in the place of something 
else O We are replacing all our permanent 
staff with freelancers. O The washing ma¬ 
chine needs replacing. 

replaceable /ri'pleis9b(3)l/ adj which can 
be replaced (NOTE: not replaceable means 
the same as irreplaceable) 

(D replacement /ri'pleismont/ noun 1. re¬ 
placing something with something else O The 
mechanics recommended the replacement of 
the hand pump with an electric model. O The 
republican movement would like to see the 
replacement of the king by a president. 2. a 
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thing which is used to replace something O 
An electric motor was bought as a replace¬ 
ment for the old one. □ replacement parts 
spare parts of an engine used to replace parts 
which have worn out 3. a person who re¬ 
places someone O My assistant leaves us next 
week, so we are advertising for a 
replacement. 

replay noun /'riiplei/ a match which is 
played again because the first match was a 
draw O They drew 2-2 so there will be a re¬ 
play next week. ■ verb /rii'plei/ to play 
something again O He replayed the message 
on the answerphone several times, but still 
couldn’t understand it. O The match will be 
replayed next week. 

replenish /ri'plenij*/ verb to fill something 
up again. Synonym replace. Antonym 
deplete 

replete /ri'pliit/ adj completely full 
replica /'repliko/ noun an exact copy. Ant¬ 
onym original 

replicate /'replikeit/ verb to copy some¬ 
thing exactly. Synonym duplicate 
(D reply /ri'plai/ noun 1. an answer o / 
asked him what he was doing but got no re¬ 
ply. O We wrote last week, but haven’t had a 
reply yet. O Send a stamped addressed enve¬ 
lope for a reply. O We had six replies to our 
advertisement. 2. □ in reply as an answer O 
In reply to my letter, I received a fax two 
days later. O She just shook her head in reply 
and turned away. ■ verb to answer 
something O He never replies to my letters. O 
We wrote last week, but he hasn’t replied yet. 
O He refused to reply to questions until his 
lawyer arrived. 

(D report /ri'poit/ noun 1. a description of 
what has happened or what will happen O We 
read the reports of the accident in the news¬ 
paper. O Can you confirm the report that the 
council is planning to sell the old town hall? 
2. a loud noise made by a gun, etc. ■ verb 1 . 
to tell someone what happened; to write a de¬ 
scription of what happened O You must re¬ 
port the burglary to the police. O She 
reported that her wallet had been stolen from 
her bedroom. O The British press reported a 
plane crash in Africa. O She reported seeing 
the missing man in her shop. □ to report 
back to send a report back to the office or to 
someone in charge on what has happened O 
You must report back as soon as you find out 
what happened. O Go and visit our suppliers 
and report back to me on the situation. 2. to 
present yourself officially O to report for 
work O Candidates should report to the of¬ 
fice at 9.00. 3. □ to report to someone to be 
responsible to someone, to be under someone 
O She reports directly to the managing direc¬ 
tor himself. 
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reportedly 

reportedly /ri'poitidli/ adv according to 
what has been reported. Synonym allegedly. 
Antonym actually 

reported speech /ri.poitid 'spiltJ7 noun 
same as indirect speech 

(D reporter /ri'poito/ noun a journalist who 
writes reports of events for a newspaper or 
for a TV news programme 
d> reporting /ri'poitir)/ noun the action of 
making a report of something in the press 
repose /ri'pouz/ noun a calm and relaxed 
state ( formal ) o a state of repose ■ verb 1. to 
rest 2. to believe that you can depend on 
someone or something ( formal ) o I don’t re¬ 
pose much confidence in his ability to solve 
the problem. 

repository /ri'pDZit(3)ri/ noun a person or 
book which is a store of information, etc. O 
The old man is an invaluable repository of 
information and stories about Alaska during 
the Gold Rush. (NOTE: The plural is reposi¬ 
tories.) 

repossess /.riipo'zes/ verb to take back 
an item which someone is buying under a 
hire-purchase agreement, or a house which 
someone is buying under a mortgage agree¬ 
ment, because the purchaser cannot continue 
the payments 

repossession /.riipo'zeJCo)^ noun the 
action of repossessing 

reprehensible / l repri l hensib(o)l/ adj 
which can be criticised. Synonym disgrace¬ 
ful. Antonym praiseworthy 

® represent /.repri'zent/ verb 1. to speak 
or act on behalf of someone or of a group of 
people O He asked his solicitor to represent 
him at the meeting. 2. to work for a company, 
showing goods or services to possible buyers 
O He represents an American car firm in Eu¬ 
rope. 3. to indicate or to be a symbol of O 
The dark green on the map represents woods. 
® representation /.reprizen'teij^n/ 
noun 1. the act of selling goods for a com¬ 
pany O We can provide representation 
throughout Europe. 2. having someone to act 
on your behalf O The residents ’ association 
wants representation on the committee. 3. a 
way of showing something O The design on 
the Lebanese flag is a representation of a ce¬ 
dar tree. 

representations /.reprizen'teiJX^nz/ 
plural noun complaints or protests 
(D representative /.repri'zentotiv/ adj 
typical O The sample isn’t representative of 
the whole batch. ■ noun 1. a person who rep¬ 
resents someone, who speaks on behalf of 
someone else O He asked his solicitor to act 
as his representative. O Representatives of 
the workforce have asked to meet the man¬ 
agement. 2. a travelling salesman O They 
have vacancies for representatives in the 
north of the country. (NOTE: often called 


reproach 

simply a rep) 3. □ the House of Represen¬ 
tatives (in the United States) the lower 
house of Congress 

repress /n'pres/ verb 1. to control a natu¬ 
ral impulse O She had difficulty in repressing 
a smile. 2. to restrict people’s freedom, etc. O 
The ordinary people have been repressed for 
so long that they do not know what it is to be 
free. 

repressed /ri'prest/ adj suppressed 
repression /ri'preJ(o)n/ noun the use of 
force to keep people under control. Synonym 

suppression 

repressive /ri'presiv/ adj severe, strict or 
using force to keep people under control 
reprieve /ri'priiv/ noun 1 . temporarily 
stopping a sentence or order by a court O He 
was granted a last-minute reprieve. 2. saving 
something which was planned for demolition 
O This magnificent building was to be demol¬ 
ished, but the reprieve came just in time to 
save it. ■ verb 1 . to stop a sentence or court 
order from being carried out O The ringlead¬ 
ers of the coup were sentenced to death and 
then reprieved. 2. to save something which 
was planned for demolition O The old church 
has been reprieved and will be converted into 
an arts centre. 

reprimand /'reprimaind/ noun a sharp 
criticism for doing something wrong O She 
received a severe reprimand and lost two 
weeks’ pay. Synonym rebuke ■ verb to criti¬ 
cise someone severely for doing something 
wrong O The report reprimanded the direc¬ 
tors for their negligence. Synonym chas¬ 
tise. Antonym praise 

reprint noun /'rfiprint/ 1. the printing of 
copies of a book again after a first printing O 
The mistake on the title page will be cor¬ 
rected in the reprint. 2. the reprinting of an 
out-of-print book, or of a very old book, now 
out of copyright O This is a facsimile reprint 
of a 17th-centuiy copy of Shakespeare’s 
plays. ■ verb /ri:'print/ to print more copies 
of a document or book O The book is being 
reprinted. Synonym reissue 
reprisal /ri'praiz(o)l/ noun the punishment 
of someone in revenge for something. Syn¬ 
onym retaliation 

reprise /ri'priiz/ noun playing a section or 
a theme from a piece of music again 
reproach /ri'proutJV noun 1 . a thing which 
is a disgrace O The dirty state of the station is 
a constant reproach to the railway company. 
2. blame, criticism O He took her comments 
as a reproach and was very upset. □ beyond 
reproach blameless □ term of reproach a 
term which criticises ■ verb □ to reproach 
someone for or with something to criticise 
someone for something or for having done 
something O He was reproached for his 
slowness in answering. O He reproached her 
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with spending too much time on the tele¬ 
phone. □ to reproach yourself with some¬ 
thing to criticise yourself for having done 
something O You behaved perfectly, you have 
absolutely nothing to reproach yourself with. 
reprocess /ri: 1 prouses/ verb to process 
something again 

reprocessing /rii'prausesir)/ noun the 
action of processing again 
reproduce /.riiprs'djuis/ verb 1. to copy 
something O His letters have been repro¬ 
duced in the biography. O It is very difficult 
to reproduce the sound of an owl accurately. 
2. to produce young o Some animals will not 
reproduce when in captivity. 

<S> reproduction /.riipra'dAkJan/ noun 1. 
a copy of a painting or other work of art 2. 
the action of reproducing □ the reproduc¬ 
tion is bad on this CD the quality of the 
sound is bad on this CD 3. the production of 
young O The rate of reproduction of mice is 
incredible. 

reproductive /.riipra'dAktiv/ adj refer¬ 
ring to reproduction 

reproof /ri'pruif/ noun blame or criticism. 
Antonym compliment 
reprove /ri'pruiv/ verb to criticise some¬ 
one for doing something wrong. Synonym 
criticise. Antonym praise 
reptile /'reptail/ noun a cold-blooded ani¬ 
mal with a skin covered with scales, which 
lays eggs 

reptilian /rep'tilian/ adj like a reptile. Syn¬ 
onym cold-blooded 

® republic /ri'pAblik/ noun a system of 
government by elected representatives 
headed by an elected or nominated president 
O France is a republic while Spain is a 
monarchy. 

republican /ri'pAblikan/ adj referring to a 
republic O The republican movement would 
like to see the abolition of the monarchy. ■ 
noun a person who believes that a republic is 
the best form of government O Some republi¬ 
cans made speeches against the emperor. 

® Republican /ri'pAbliksn/ US adj refer¬ 
ring to the Republican Party, one of the two 
main political parties in the USA ■ noun a 
member of the Republican Party, one of the 
two main political parties in the USA 
repudiate /n'pjuidieit/ verb to reject or to 
refuse to accept something 
repudiation /ri.pjuidi'eiJXsjn/ noun the 
action of repudiating 

repugnant /ri'pAgnant/ adj very unpleas¬ 
ant, offensive or unacceptable. Synonym re¬ 
pellent, revolting 

repulse /ri'pAls/ verb to push back some¬ 
one who is attacking 

repulsion /ri'pAlJan/ noun 1. a feeling of 
dislike O He looked at the plate of snails 


with repulsion. 2. (in physics) the act of 
pushing something away O Magnetic repul¬ 
sion can be demonstrated by trying to join 
the negative ends of two magnets. Antonym 

attraction 

repulsive /rl'pAlsiv/ adj unpleasant, which 
makes you disgusted. Synonym disgusting 
reputable /'repjut3b(9)l/ adj well thought 
of, with a good reputation. Antonym dis¬ 
reputable 

® reputation /,repju'teij(3)n/ noun an 
opinion that people have of someone O He 
has a reputation for being difficult to deal 
with. O The cook has a reputation for often 
losing his temper. O His bad reputation 
won’t help him find a suitable job. 
repute /ri'pjuit/ noun a reputation or gen¬ 
eral opinion ( formal) □ I only know her by 
repute I have never met her, but I have heard 
or read about her 

reputed /ri'pjuitid/ adj supposed, said to 
be. Antonym actual 

® request /ri'kwest/ noun asking for 
something O Your request will be dealt with 
as soon as possible. □ on request if asked for 
O ‘Catalogue available on request ’ ■ verb to 
ask for something politely O I am enclosing 
the leaflets you requested. O Guests are re¬ 
quested to leave their keys at reception. Ant¬ 
onym demand 

request stop /ri'kwest stop/ noun a bus 
stop where buses stop only if you signal to 
them 

requiem /'rekwiam/ verb music written for 
a requiem mass O They played Verdi’s Re¬ 
quiem at the concert. 

Requiem Mass /,rekwi9m 'maes/ noun a 
mass for all dead people, or for someone who 
has died recently 

(D require /ri'kwam/ verb 1. to demand that 
someone should do something O We were re¬ 
quired to go to the local police station. O You 
are required to fill in the forms in triplicate. 
2. to need something O The disease requires 
careful nursing. O Writing the program re¬ 
quires a computer specialist. 

® requirement /n'kwaismsnt/ noun 
what is necessary O It is a requirement of the 
job that you should be able to drive. 
requirements /n'kwaiamants/ plural 
noun things which are needed 
requisite /'rekwizit/ adj necessary (for¬ 
mal) O Does he have the requisite govern¬ 
ment permits? O We need someone with the 
requisite skills to run the bar. Antonym op¬ 
tional ■ noun a thing which is necessary o 
Patience is a requisite for a happy marriage. 
re-release /,ri: ri'liis/ verb to make a mu¬ 
sic recording or a film available again some 
time after it first came out 
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re-route /ri: 'ru:t/ verb to send people or 
vehicles along a route which is different from 
the usual one 

rerun noun /'riirAn/1. the second showing 
of a programme or film on TV O During the 
summer all the TV channels show reruns of 
old sitcoms. 2. a thing which happens again 
O We want to avoid a rerun of the trouble we 
had at the last meeting. ■ verb /rii'rAn/ to 
show a TV programme again O They seem to 
fill in their schedules by rerunning old West¬ 
erns. Synonym replay (NOTE: rerunning - 
reran - rerun) 

resale /'riiseil/ noun the act of selling of 
something again 

reschedule /rii'Jedjuil/ verb 1 . to arrange 
an appointment again for a later time O My 
plane was delayed by fog, so I had to re¬ 
schedule all my meetings. 2. □ to reschedule 
debts to arrange new repayment terms for 
debts O Some Third World countries have 
asked for their debts to be rescheduled. 
rescind /ri'sind/ verb □ to rescind a con¬ 
tract or an agreement to annul or to cancel a 
contract or agreement O The committee re¬ 
scinded its earlier resolution on the use of 
council premises. O Both parties agreed that 
the contract should not be rescinded without 
the agreement of the tenants. 
rescue /'reskju:/ noun the action of saving 
O Mountain rescue requires well-trained 
people. O No one could swim well enough to 
go to her rescue. Antonym capture □ rescue 
party, rescue team or squad a group of 
people who are going to save someone O 
Rescue parties were sent out immediately af¬ 
ter the avalanche. ■ verb to save someone 
from a dangerous situation O The lifeboat 
rescued the crew of the sinking ship. O The 
company nearly collapsed, but was rescued 
by the bank. O When the river flooded, the 
party of tourists had to be rescued by 
helicopter. 

rescuer /'reskjuio/ noun a person who res¬ 
cues or tries to rescue someone. Antonym 

captor 

(D research /ri's3:tjv noun scientific study, 
which tries to find out facts O The company 
is carrying out research to find a cure for 
colds. O The research laboratory has come 
up with encouraging results. O Our re¬ 
searches proved that the letter was a forgery. 
■ verb to study something, to try to find out 
facts O Research your subject thoroughly be¬ 
fore you start writing about it. Synonym 
investigate 

researcher /ri's3:tj‘3/ noun a person who 
carries out research. Synonym investigator 
(D resemblance /ri'zemblons/ noun the 
fact of looking like someone. Synonym simi¬ 
larity. Antonym difference 


(D resemble /ri'zembol/ verb to look like 
someone or something. Antonym differ 
resent /ri'zent/ verb to feel annoyed be¬ 
cause of a real or imaginary hurt. Synonym 

begrudge 

resentful /rTzentf(o)l/ adj feeling anger or 
bitterness about something someone has 
done. Synonym angry 
resentment /ri'zentmont/ noun anger or 
bitterness felt about something someone has 
done 

(D reservation /.rezo'veiJXo)!!/ noun 1. 
the act of booking something, e.g. a seat or 
table O I want to make a reservation on the 
train to Plymouth tomorrow evening. □ 
(room) reservations the department in a ho¬ 
tel which deals with bookings for rooms O 
Can you put me through to reservations? 2. 
doubt O I have no reservations whatsoever 
that I have made the right decision. O If you 
have any reservations about the contract, 
please let me know as soon as possible. 3. an 
area kept separate from other areas 
(D reserve /ri'z3:v/ noun 1 . an amount kept 
back in case it is needed in the future O Our 
reserves of coal were used up during the win¬ 
ter. □ in reserve waiting to be used O We ’re 
keeping the can of petrol in reserve. 2. (in 
sport) an extra player who can play if some¬ 
one drops out of the team O One of the play¬ 
ers was hurt so a reserve was called up. 3. 
the fact of being shy or of not being open 
about your feelings O He had to break down 
her reserve before he could get her to talk 
about her illness. ■ verb 1. to book a seat or 
a table O I want to reserve a table for four 
people. O Have you reserved? — If not, we 
have only two tables free. O Can you reserve 
two seats for me for the evening perfor¬ 
mance? 2. to keep something back for a spe¬ 
cial use, or to use later O Don’t read this 
book now, reserve it for your holidays. O I’m 
reserving my right to change my mind. 3. □ 
to reserve judgment not to make up your 
mind about something until later O I’ll re¬ 
serve judgment until I’ve heard all the facts. 
® reserved /ri'z3:vd/ adj 1. booked o 
There are two reserved tables and one free 
one. O Is this seat reserved? 2. who does not 
reveal his or her thoughts and feelings O 
Clare is very reserved and doesn ’t talk much. 
O He’s a very reserved man and does not mix 
with other members of staff. 
reserves /ri'z3:vz/ plural noun 1. (in 
sport) a second football team made up of re¬ 
serve players O He’s playing in the reserves 
today. 2. soldiers who can be called on to go 
to war if they are needed 
reservist /ri'z3ivist/ noun a part-time sol¬ 
dier who is a member of the army reserves 
reservoir /'rezovwa:/ noun 1. a large, usu¬ 
ally artificial, lake where drinking water is 
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kept for pumping to a city O There has been 
very little rain this year and the reservoirs 
are only half full. 2. a large collection of 
something kept ready O There is a huge res¬ 
ervoir of skilled labour waiting to be tapped. 
reset /ri:'set/ verb to set something again o 
The local time is 12.15: please reset your 
watches. O His broken leg was set badly, and 
the doctors had to reset it. 
resettle /ri:'set(3)l/ verb to settle someone 
in another place. Synonym relocate 
resettlement /ri:'set(3)lni3nt/ noun an 
arrangement to settle someone in a new 
place. Synonym relocation 
reshape /rii'Jeip/ verb to shape something 
again, to give something a different shape. 
Synonym redesign 

reshuffle /ri:'jAf(o)l/ noun the act of 
changing positions, especially those of cabi¬ 
net ministers O In the reshuffle, he was ap¬ 
pointed Secretary of State for Education. 
Synonym reorganisation ■ verb 1 . to shuf¬ 
fle cards again O He shuffled and reshuffled 
and then finally started to deal. 2. to change 
the positions of cabinet ministers O The Pres¬ 
ident is expected to reshuffle his Cabinet 
soon. 

reside /ri'zaid/ verb to live somewhere 
( formal) 

@ residence /'rezid(o)ns/ noun 1. a large 
house O They have a country residence 
where they spend their weekends. 2. the act 
of living in a place □ in residence living in a 
place O When the Queen is in residence, the 
royal flag flies over Buckingham Palace. □ 
artist or writer in residence an artist or 
writer who lives and works in a place, such 
as a university, for a time O She spent six 
months as artist in residence at Newcastle 
University. 

residency /'rezid(o)nsi/ noun the fact of 
being legally entitled to live in a country 
<g> resident /'rezid(o)nt/ adj who lives per¬ 
manently in a place O There is a resident 
caretaker. ■ noun a person who lives in a 
place, e.g. a country or a hotel O You need an 
entry permit if you 're not a resident of the 
country. O Only residents are allowed to 
park their cars here. Synonym occupant 
residual /ri'zidjusl/ adj remaining after 
everything else has gone 
residue /'rezidju:/ noun 1. what is left of 
an estate after debts and bequests have been 
made O After paying various bequests the 
residue of his estate was split between his 
children. 2. what is left after a process has 
taken place O After the sugar has been re¬ 
fined the residue is used for cattle feed. 

(§> resign /ri'zain/ verb 1. to give up a job o 
He resigned with effect from July 1st. O She 
has resigned (her position) as finance direc¬ 
tor. 2. □ to resign yourself to something to 


accept something O I have to resign myself to 
never being rich. O He was still 20 metres be¬ 
hind his rival and resigned himself to coming 
in second. 

d> resignation /,rezig'neij(3)n/ noun 1. 
the act of giving up a job O His resignation 
was accepted by the Prime Minister. O Have 
you written your letter of resignation? □ to 
tender or hand in your resignation to re¬ 
sign 2. accepting an unpleasant or unwanted 
situation O He looked at his exam results 
with resignation. 

d> resigned /ri'zaind/ adj accepting some¬ 
thing unpleasant. Antonym resistant □ re¬ 
signed to something accepting that some¬ 
thing unpleasant will happen O I’m resigned 
to living by myself for the rest of my life. 
resignedly /ri'zainidli/ adv accepting 
something unpleasant without complaining 
resilient /ri'ziliant/ adj 1. which easily re¬ 
turns to its original shape after being 
squashed O Cork is a surprisingly resilient 
material. 2. (of a person) who is strong or 
able to recover easily from a shock O She is a 
very resilient person, in spite of her age, and 
has gone back home from hospital to look af¬ 
ter herself 

resin /'rezin/ noun 1. a sticky oil which 
comes from some types of pine tree O Amber 
is a yellow stone which is fossilised resin. 2. 
a solid or liquid organic compound, a poly¬ 
mer used in the making of plastic O He made 
some interesting table decorations with gold 
coins in blocks of transparent resin. 
resinous /'rezinss/ adj referring to resin 
(D resist /ri'zist/ verb to fight against some¬ 
thing, not to give in to something O He re¬ 
sisted all attempts to make him sell the house. 
O Bands of guerrillas resisted doggedly in 
the mountains. O They resisted the enemy at¬ 
tacks for two weeks. 

d> resistance /ri'zist(9)ns/ noun 1. oppo¬ 
sition to or fighting against something O 
Bands of guerrillas put up a dogged resis¬ 
tance in the mountains. O The refugees had 
no resistance to disease. O Skiers crouch 
down low to minimise wind resistance. O 
There was a lot of resistance to the new plan 
from the local residents. □ to take the line of 
least resistance to do the easiest thing 2. (in 
physics) a measure of the fall in voltage 
across a component with a current flowing 
through it O An electronic component that 
provides a known resistance is called a 
resistor. 

resistant /ri'zist(9)nt/ adj which resists 
something 

resistor /ri'zista/ noun an electronic com¬ 
ponent that provides a known resistance 
resit /rii'sit/ verb to take an examination 
again after having failed 
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resolute /'rezoluit/ adj determined, having 
made up your mind. Synonym firm. Ant¬ 
onym irresolute 

® resolution /.rezo'luiJXojn/ noun 1. a de¬ 
cision to be taken at a meeting □ to put a res¬ 
olution to a meeting to ask a meeting to vote 
on a proposal O The meeting passed or car¬ 
ried or adopted the resolution. O The meeting 
rejected the resolution or the resolution was 
defeated by ten votes to twenty. 2. the fact of 
being determined to do something O Her res¬ 
olution to succeed is so strong that I am sure 
she will get through. 3. (of a TV or computer 
image) the clearness of a picture on a screen, 
calculated as the number of pixels per unit of 
area 

® resolve /ri'zDlv/ noun determination, 
what you have firmly decided to do o The 
head teacher encouraged him in his resolve 
to go to university. Antonym indecision ■ 
verb to firmly decide to do something o We 
all resolved to work harder. 
resolved /ri'zDlvd/ adj determined, having 
made up your mind. Antonym undecided 
resonance /'rez(9)nons/ noun a deep loud 
ringing tone 

resonant /'rez(3)nont/ adj 1. which 
sounds, rings or echoes loudly O He spoke in 
a deep resonant voice. 2. □ resonant with 
something full of something o The house is 
resonant with memories of our childhood. 
resonate /'rezoneit/ verb to sound or ring 
out loudly. Synonym reverberate 
® resort /ri'zoit/ noun 1. a place where 
people go on holiday O a famous Swiss ski 
resort O Crowds have been flocking to the re¬ 
sorts on the south coast. 2. □ as a or in the 
last resort when everything else fails o Hav¬ 
ing tried everything without success, he ac¬ 
cepted her offer as a last resort. ■ verb □ to 
resort to to use something in a difficult situa¬ 
tion, when everything else has failed O In the 
end the police had to resort to using tear gas. 
resounding /ri'zaundir)/ adj 1. great or 
complete O The exhibition was a resounding 
success. 2. loud O a resounding bang 
3) resource /ri'zois/ noun 1. a source of 
supply for what is needed or used O financial 
resources O We have enough resources - fi¬ 
nancial or otherwise - to build a prototype 
rocket. 2. □ left to your own resources left 
to look after yourself O Their parents were 
away and the children were left to their own 
resources. 

resourceful /ri'zDisf(o)l/ adj good at look¬ 
ing after yourself or at dealing with prob¬ 
lems. Synonym ingenious 
(2) respect /ri'spekt/ noun 1. admiration or 
regard for someone O He showed very little 
respect for his teacher. O No one deserves 
more respect than her mother. □ to com¬ 
mand respect to be admired o Her TV docu¬ 


respondent 

mentaries command respect. 2. □ with re¬ 
spect to something concerning something o 
I have nothing to say with respect to the new 
treatment. □ in some respects in some ways 
O In some respects, she doesn’t act like a ma¬ 
ture person. ■ verb 1. to admire or honour 
someone or something O Everyone respected 
her decision to emigrate. 2. to show you care 
about something O Logging companies have 
been accused of not respecting the environ¬ 
ment. 3. to do what is required by something 
O The landlord has not respected the terms of 
the contract. 

respectability /n.spekto'biliti/ noun the 
fact of being respectable. Synonym decency 
respectable /ri'spekt3b(3)l/ adj 1. con¬ 
sidered by people to be good, proper and 
worthy of respect O She’s marrying a very 
respectable young engineer. O I don’t want 
to bring up my children here, it is not a re¬ 
spectable area. 2. fairly large O He made 
quite a respectable score. 
respectably /ri'spektobli/ adv properly 
(D respected /ri'spektid/ adj admired by 
many people 

respectful /ri'spektf(9)l/ adj full of re¬ 
spect. Antonym disrespectful 

respective /ri'spektiv/ adj referring sepa¬ 
rately to each of the people just mentioned. 
Synonym own 

(D respectively /ri'spektivli/ adv in the 
order just mentioned 

respects /ri'spekts/ plural noun polite 
good wishes 

respirator /'resporeito/ noun a machine 
which is used in hospital to help patients to 
breathe when they cannot breathe by 
themselves 

respiratory /ri'spir3t(3)ri/ adj referring to 
breathing 

respite /'respait/ noun 1. a rest, a period 
when things are slightly better O The 
ceasefire provided a brief respite from the 
fighting. O There was no respite from the bit¬ 
ter cold. 2. □ without respite without stop¬ 
ping O Rescue teams worked without respite 
for three days in their search for survivors. 
resplendent /ri'splendont/ adj very 
splendid 

@ respond /ri'spond/ verb 1. to give a re¬ 
ply O She shouted at him, but he didn ’t re¬ 
spond. 2. to show a reaction to something O / 
hope the public will respond to our new ad¬ 
vertisement. O The government has re¬ 
sponded to pressure from industry. □ to 
respond to treatment to begin to get better 
respondent /ri'spondont/ noun 1. a per¬ 
son who answers a questionnaire O The ma¬ 
jority of respondents ticked this box. 2. a 
person who answers a case in court, espe- 
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cially someone who is being sued for divorce 
O She was the respondent in the divorce case. 
(D response /ri'spDns/ noun 1 . an answer 
O There was no response to our call for help. 
□ in response to something as an answer to 
something O In response to the United Na¬ 
tions’ request for aid, the government has 
sent blankets and tents. 2. an answer given 
by the congregation in church O The litany is 
a series of prayers with repeated responses. 
responsibilities /ri.sponsi'bilitiz/ plural 
noun duties 

(D responsibility /n.spmisi'biliti/ noun 
1 . the fact of being in a position in which 
you look after or deal with something O The 
management accepts no responsibility for 
customers ’ property. O There is no responsi¬ 
bility on his part for the poor results. O Who 
should take responsibility for the students’ 
welfare? □ to take on a lot of responsibility 
to agree to be responsible for many things □ 
to have a position of responsibility to have 
a job in which important decisions have to be 
taken 2. a thing which you are responsible for 
© responsible /ri'spDnsib(3)l/ adj 1. □ 
responsible for something causing some¬ 
thing O The fog was responsible for the acci¬ 
dent. 2. looking after something, and so open 
to blame if it gets lost or damaged O He is not 
responsible for the restaurant next door to 
his hotel. O We hold customers responsible 
for all breakages. 3. □ responsible to some¬ 
one being under the authority of someone O 
She’s directly responsible to the head nurse. 
4. (of a person) trustworthy o You can rely 
on him, he's very responsible. 
responsibly /ri'sponsibli/ adv in a re¬ 
sponsible way 

responsive /ri'sponsiv/ adj 1 . showing 
sympathy or reacting favourably to some¬ 
thing O The management was not very re¬ 
sponsive to the demands of the staff. 2. 
reacting to something O The cat is very re¬ 
sponsive to being stroked. O His flu seems to 
be responsive to antibiotics. 
respray verb /rii'sprei/ to spray something 
again O He has had his car resprayed with 
metallic paint. ■ noun /'riisprei/ the action 
of respraying something O The car has had a 
respray. 

(D rest /rest/ noun 1 . a period of being quiet 
and peaceful, being asleep or doing nothing 
O All you need is a good night’s rest and 
you ’ll be fine again tomorrow. O We took a 
few minutes ’ rest and started running again. 
O I’m having a well-earned rest after work¬ 
ing hard all week. □ to set someone’s mind 
at rest to calm someone who is worried 2. 
not moving O The ball finally came to rest 
two inches from the hole. 3. what is left O 
Here are the twins, but where are the rest of 
the children? O I drank most of the milk and 


the cat drank the rest. O Throw the rest of the 
food away - it will go bad. (NOTE: Rest 
takes a singular verb when it refers to a sin¬ 
gular: Here’s the rest of the milk, Where’s 
the rest of the string?The rest of the money 
has been lost. It takes a plural verb when it 
refers to a plural: Here are the rest of the 
children ; Where are the rest of the 
chairs?The rest of the books have been 
lost.) 4. a thing which supports something O 
She pulled up a stool as a rest for her foot. ■ 
verb 1. to be quiet and peaceful o Don’t dis¬ 
turb your father - he’s resting. O They ran 
for ten miles, rested for a few minutes, and 
then ran on again. 2. to lean something 
against something O She rested her bike 
against the wall. 3. □ to let something rest 
to stop discussing something ( formal) o After 
advice from our solicitor, we decided to let 
the matter rest. 4. to remain looking for a 
time O Her eyes or gaze rested briefly on the 
clock. 5. □ (you may) rest assured you can 
be sure 

restart /ri'stait/ verb to start something 
again 

restate /rii'steit/ verb to state something 
again. Synonym repeat 
© restaurant /'rest(3)ront/ noun a place 
where you can buy and eat a meal O 7 don’t 
want to stay at home tonight - let’s go out to 
the Italian restaurant in the High Street. O 
She was waiting for me at the restaurant. 
restaurant car /'rest(3)rDnt ka:/ noun 
the part of a train where you can eat full 
meals as opposed to snacks. Compare buffet 
car 

restaurateur / l rest(o)r9 l t3:/ noun a per¬ 
son who runs a restaurant 
rested /'restid/ adj feeling calm and re¬ 
laxed after a rest 

restful /'restf(o)l/ adj which makes you 
feel calm and relaxed. Synonym soothing 
restitution ^resti'tjui^o)^ noun com¬ 
pensation, paying someone back 
restive /'restiv/ adj not quiet, disturbed and 
difficult to control 

restless /'restlos/ adj agitated; always 
moving about. Antonym relaxed 
restlessly /'restlosli/ adv in a restless way 
restlessness /'restlosnos/ noun the fact 
of being restless. Antonym calmness 
rest on /'rest on/ verb to be dependent on 
something 

© restoration /.resto'rei^o)^ noun 1. 
the act of repairing something or making 
something look like new again O The old 
castle is in need of extensive restoration. 2. 
giving back O The restoration of stolen 
goods to their rightful owners is essential. 
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restorative /ri'stoirotiv/ noun, adj (med¬ 
icine) which makes you feel healthy or more 
energetic 

(D restore /ri'sto:/ verb 1. to repair 
something, to make something like new 
again O The old house has been restored and 
is now open to the public. 2. to give back O 
After the war the castle was not restored to 
its rightful owners. 3. to make something ex¬ 
ist again O To everyone’s delight, the man¬ 
agement decided to restore the bonus system. 
restorer /ri'stoiro/ noun a person who re¬ 
stores something such as old paintings 
restrain /ri'strein/ verb to prevent or try to 
stop someone doing something □ to restrain 
yourself to keep your temper under control O 
Next time, I won’t restrain myself: I’ll tell 
him exactly what I think of him. 
restrained /ri'streind/ adj controlled or 
calm. Antonym demonstrative 
restraint /ri'streint/ noun control □ with 
great restraint without losing your temper o 
He was furious, but managed to talk with 
great restraint. □ lack of restraint the fact of 
giving people too much freedom O The lack 
of restraint in the school doesn’t go down 
well with the parents. 

(D restrict /ri'strikt/ verb to limit someone 
or something O You are restricted to two bot¬ 
tles per person. O The government is trying 
to restrict the flow offoreign workers coming 
into the country. Antonym loosen 
(D restricted /ri'striktid/ adj limited O a 
restricted area 1 . an area where cars must 
obey a speed limit 2. a place where only cer¬ 
tain people are allowed 
@ restriction /ri'strikjon/ noun a limita¬ 
tion. Synonym limit 

restrictive /ri'striktiv/ adj which limits □ 
restrictive (trade) practices arrangements 
between companies, e.g. to fix prices or to 
share the market, and so cut out other 
businesses 

restroom /'restruim/ noun especially US 
a toilet or lavatory 

(D restructure /rii'strAktJo/ verb to reor¬ 
ganise something, especially the financial ba¬ 
sis of a company 

rest with /'rest wid/ verb to be the respon¬ 
sibility of someone O The onus ofproof rests 
with the prosecution. 

(2) result /ri'zAlt/ noun 1. something which 
happens because of something else O What 
was the result of the police investigation? □ 
as a result of something because of some¬ 
thing O As a result of a traffic jam, she 
missed her plane. 2. the final score in a game, 
the final marks in an exam, etc. O She isn ’t 
pleased with her exam results. O I had great 
fun making the rug but I’m only partly happy 
with the result. O He listened to the football 


results on the radio. ■ verb □ to result from 
something to happen because of something 
which has been done O The increase in the 
company’s debts resulted from the expansion 
programme. □ to result in something to pro¬ 
duce something as an effect O The doubling 
of the sales force resulted in increased sales. 
resultant /ri'zAltont/ adj which happens as 
a result. Synonym subsequent 
resulting /ri'zAltirj/ adj which results. 
Synonym subsequent 
resume /ri'zjurm/ verb 1. to start, or start 
something again after stopping O The meet¬ 
ing resumed after a short break. O Normal 
train services will resume after the track has 
been repaired. O After the fire, the staff re¬ 
sumed work as normal. 2. to go back to a 
place O Resume your places. 

(D resume /'rezju:,mei/ noun 1. a short 
summing-up of the main points of a discus¬ 
sion or of a book O I can’t attend the meet¬ 
ing, but I would like a resume of the 
discussion. O A brief resume of the contents 
of the book is all I need. 2. US a summary of 
a person’s life story with details of education 
and work experience O Attach a resume to 
your application form. (NOTE: The British 
term is curriculum vitae or C\l.) 
resumption /ri'zAmpJ’on/ noun the act of 
starting again □ we expect an early resump¬ 
tion of negotiations we expect negotiations 
will start again soon 

resurface /ri:'s3ifis/ verb 1. to put a new 
surface on a road O No one can park on our 
street because they are resurfacing it today. 
2. to come back to the surface again or ap¬ 
pear again O The bird dived into the water 
and resurfaced several minutes later in a dif¬ 
ferent part of the river. O He disappeared for 
a time, then resurfaced as managing director 
of a TV company. 

resurgence /ri's3:d3ons/ noun a reap¬ 
pearance, the act of rising again. Synonym 
revival. Antonym disappearance 

resurrect /,rezo'rekt/ verb 1. to bring 
something back to use O He resurrected his 
old plan for rebuilding the town centre. 2. to 
start something up again 
resurrection /.rezo'rekjon/ noun 1. the 
act of bringing a dead person back to life O 
Easter is an important Christian festival cel¬ 
ebrating Christ’s death and resurrection. 2. 
the act of coming back into existence O Last 
month saw the resurrection of the civil war in 
the country. 

resuscitate /ri'sAsiteit/ verb to make 
someone who appears to be dead start breath¬ 
ing again, and to restart the circulation of 
blood 

resuscitation /ri.sAsi'tei^o)!!/ noun the 
action of resuscitating someone 
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retail /'riiteil/ noun the business of selling 
small quantities of goods direct to the public 
O We specialise in the retail of ordinary 
household goods. O The goods in stock have 
a retail value of £10,000. □ retail outlet or 
shop a shop which sells goods direct to the 
customer o He buys wholesale and then sells 
to various retail outlets. ■ verb 1. to sell 
goods direct to customers who do not sell 
them again □ to retail at or for a certain 
price to sell for a certain price o These 
glasses retail at £5.95 for two. 2. to pass on 
gossip O She immediately retailed the story 
to her friends. ■ adv □ to buy wholesale and 
sell retail to buy goods in bulk at a wholesale 
discount and sell them in small quantities to 
the public. Compare wholesale 
retailer /'riiteila/ noun a shopkeeper who 
sells goods directly to the public. Compare 
wholesaler 

retailing /'riiteilig/ noun the business of 
selling goods at full price to the public 
retail park /'riiteil paik/ noun a specially 
built area of shops outside a town 
retail price /'riiteil ,prais/ noun a price at 
which the retailer sells to the final customer 
Retail Price Index /.riiteil 'prais 
.indeks/, Retail Prices Index /.riiteil 
'praisiz ,indeks/ noun an index which 
shows how prices of consumer goods have 
increased or decreased over a period of time. 
Abbr RPI 

<D retain /ri'tein/ verb 1. to keep something 
O Please retain this invoice for tax purposes. 
O One book especially retained my attention 
- so I bought it. O He managed to retain his 
composure in spite of being constantly heck¬ 
led. 2. □ to retain a lawyer to act for you to 
agree with a lawyer that he will act for you, 
and to pay him or her a fee in advance 
retainer /ri'teina/ noun 1. money paid in 
advance to someone so that he or she will 
work for you, and not for someone else o We 
pay him a retainer of £1,000. 2. an old ser¬ 
vant O The old duke and duchess ate in their 
dining hall, surrounded by elderly retainers. 
retaining wall /ri'temir) woil/ noun a 
wall which holds back earth or the water in a 
reservoir 

retake noun /'riiteik/ the act of shooting a 
scene of a film again O After four retakes the 
director decided that it was good enough to 
be screened. ■ verb /rii'teik/ 1. to capture 
something again O The fighting lasted all 
day, and in the evening we retook the posi¬ 
tions we had lost that morning. 2. to shoot a 
scene of a film again O The director wasn’t 
pleased and we had to retake the whole 
scene. (NOTE: retaking - retook - has 
retaken) 


retaliate /ri'taelieit/ verb to attack some¬ 
one in revenge. Synonym hit back. Antonym 
forgive 

retaliation /ri,taeli 1 eiJ(s)n/ noun the act of 
attacking someone for something he or she 
has done to you. Synonym reprisal. Ant¬ 
onym forgiveness □ in retaliation for 
something as a punishment in revenge for 
something O The pub was bombed in retalia¬ 
tion for attacks by the other side. O Prices 
were lowered in retaliation for their competi¬ 
tor ’s new low prices. O He cancelled his sub¬ 
scription in retaliation for the newspaper’s 
racist attitude. 

retard /ri'taid/ verb to make things slow or 
keep something back. Synonym delay 
retarded /ri'taidid/ adj not having devel¬ 
oped mentally as far as others of the same 
age ( offensive dated) 

retch /retJV verb to try to vomit without 
bringing up anything from the stomach 
retention /ri'tenjon/ noun 1. the act of 
keeping something O The committee voted 
for the retention of the existing system. 2. the 
act of holding something back O We are pro¬ 
posing the retention of 10% of salary to 
cover potential damage to the stock. 
retentive /ri'tentiv/ adj a to have a reten¬ 
tive memory to have a memory which re¬ 
tains things well 

rethink /'riiGirjk/ noun □ to have a rethink 
to think again about a problem ( informal ) o 
We had a rethink and have decided to accept 
their offer. ■ verb to think again about or re¬ 
consider something O We should rethink the 
whole plan now that the council has refused 
planning permission. (NOTE: rethinking - 
rethought /rii'Boit/) 

reticence /'retis(a)ns/ noun the fact of be¬ 
ing unwilling to talk about something 
reticent /'retis(a)nt/ adj not willing to talk 
about something. Antonym talkative 
retina /'retina/ noun an inside layer of the 
eye, which is sensitive to light 
retinue /'retinju:/ noun a group of people 
following an important person. Synonym 
entourage 

® retire /ri'taia/ verb 1. to stop work and 
take a pension O He will retire from his job 
as manager next April. O When he retired, 
the firm presented him with a watch. O She’s 
retiring this year. 2. to make an employee 
stop work and take a pension O They decided 
to retire all staff over 50. 3. to come to the 
end of an elected term of office O The trea¬ 
surer retires from the committee after six 
years. 4. □ to retire for the night to go to 
bed (literary) o It was two o’clock in the 
morning and all the hotel guests had retired 
to their bedrooms for the night. 


retired 


724 


return 


(D retired /ri'taiad/ adj who has stopped 
work and draws a pension. Antonym 

working 

© retirement /ri'taiamant/ noun 1. the act 
of retiring from work O He was given a 
watch as a retirement present. O He claims 
that the pension he’ll get on his retirement 
won’t be sufficient. □ to take early retire¬ 
ment to leave work before the usual age o I 
enjoy my work and I don’t want to take early 
retirement. 2. a period of life when you are 
retired O He spent his retirement in his house 
in France. O Most people look forward to 
their retirement. 

retirement age /ri'taismant eid 3 / noun 
the age at which people stop working 
retiring /ri'taiarir)/ adj shy, quiet and re¬ 
served. Synonym reticent 
retort /ri'toit/ noun 1. a sharp reply O T 
can look after myself perfectly well ’ was her 
retort. 2. a glass bottle with a long thin neck 
which is bent, used for heating liquids and 
collecting condensed vapour ■ verb to reply 
sharply ( literary ) o She retorted that she had 
plenty of money and didn’t want any gifts 
from him. 

retrace /ri'treis/ verb to go back to the ori¬ 
gins of something □ to retrace your steps to 
go back over the same path again O She 
thought she had lost her watch while shop¬ 
ping, so she retraced her steps from shop to 
shop. 

retract /ri'trsekt/ verb 1 . to pull back o The 
landing gear retracted after take-off. 2. to 
withdraw something which has been said O 
He refuses to retract a single word of his 
statement. 

retrain /rii'trein/ verb 1. to train someone 
for a new job, or to do the same job in a more 
modem way O He has been sent to retrain on 
the new model 747s. O The staff are sent to 
be retrained in selling skills. 2. to leam new 
skills O He retrained as a house decorator. 
retraining /rii't remit)/ noun the process of 
giving new training to someone 
retread /'riitred/ noun a tyre which has had 
its surface renewed 

retreat /ri'triit/ noun 1. the act of pulling 
back an army from a battle O The army’s re¬ 
treat was swift and unexpected. □ in retreat 
going back from a battle □ in full retreat go¬ 
ing back fast O The army is in full retreat. □ 
to beat a retreat to go backwards ( informal) 
O He went into the ladies ’ toilet by mistake 
and had to beat a hasty retreat. 2. a quiet 
place O They spent the weekend at their re¬ 
treat in the Scottish hills. 3. a time spent in 
rest and religious thought in a monastery O 
He went on a retreat. ■ verb 1 . to pull back 
from a battle O Napoleon retreated from 
Moscow in 1812. 2. to go to a quiet place O 


Monks retreat from the outside world. O Our 
dog retreats to his basket if we shout at him. 
retrial /'ri:,trai9l/ noun a second trial of a 
case when the first trial was not conducted 
properly or no verdict was reached 
retribution /.retri'bjuij^jn/ noun a 
well-deserved punishment □ to exact retri¬ 
bution for something to cany out punish¬ 
ment for something O They are planning to 
exact retribution for the attacks on their 
villages. 

retrievable /ri'tri:v9b(9)l/ adj which can 
be retrieved 

retrieval /ri'tri:v(9)l/ noun the act of get¬ 
ting something back 

retrieval system /ri'tri:v(9)l .sistsm/ 
noun a system which allows information to 
be retrieved 

(D retrieve /ri'triiv/ verb 1. to get back 
something which was lost O He retrieved his 
umbrella from the lost property office. 2. to 
bring back something which has been stored 
in a computer O She retrieved the address 
files which she thought had been deleted. 
retriever /ri'triivs/ noun a type of dog 
trained to fetch dead birds which have been 
shot 

retroactive /.retrau'zektiv/ adj which 
takes effect from a time in the past □ retro¬ 
active to last April which takes effect from 
last April O She had a pay increase retroac¬ 
tive to January 1st. 

retrograde /'retrgugreid/ adj backward 
(formal ) □ a retrograde step an action 
which makes things worse than they were 
before 

retrospect /'retrauspekt/ noun □ in ret¬ 
rospect when you look back O In retrospect, 
our decision to make him finance director 
was quite wrong. 

retrospective /,retr9u'spektiv/ adj 
which goes back to a time in the past O She 
was awarded a retrospective pay increase. O 
The management offered an increase, retro¬ 
spective to last January. ■ noun an exhibi¬ 
tion of works of art covering the whole career 
of an artist O This has been the first Henry 
Moore retrospective for some years. 
retry /rii'trai/ verb to have a retrial of a case 
which has already been tried once 
(D return /ri't3in/ noun 1. the act of going 
or coming back to a place O It snowed on the 
day of her return from Canada. O I’ll come 
and see you on my return. 2. the action of go¬ 
ing back to a former state O The government 
wants to encourage a return to old family 
traditions. 3. the act of giving or sending 
something back O He asked for the immedi¬ 
ate return of the borrowed tools. □ to reply 
by return of post to reply by the next postal 
service back □ to sell something on sale or 
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return to sell something and give the pur¬ 
chaser the right to return it if he or she does 
not sell or use it □ in return for something 
in exchange for something O He gave me the 
letter of introduction and I gave him a lunch 
in return. 4. the key on a keyboard which you 
press when you have finished keying some¬ 
thing, or when you want to start a new line O 
To change directory, type C: and press re¬ 
turn. 5. □ many happy returns of the day 
greetings said to someone on his or her birth¬ 
day 6. an income from money invested O 
This account should bring in a quick return 
on your investment. 7. □ to make an income 
tax return to send a statement of income to 
the tax office O Your income tax return 
should be sent no later than 1st July. □ to fill 
in a VAT return to complete the form show¬ 
ing VAT receipts and expenditure ■ verb 1. 
to come back, to go back O When she re¬ 
turned from lunch she found two messages 
waiting for her. O When do you plan to re¬ 
turn to Paris? 2. to give, to send something 
back O The letter was returned to the sender. 
3. to elect an MP for a constituency O He was 
returned with an increased majority. 
return fare /ri't3:n feo/ noun the fare for a 
journey from one place to another and back 
again 

returning officer /ri't3:mr) .Dfiso/ noun 
an official who is responsible for an election 
in a constituency 

return match /ri't3in maetj*/ noun a 
match played between the same two teams 
again 

returns /ri't3inz/ plural noun goods which 
a shop hasn’t sold and which are sent back to 
the supplier 

return ticket /ri,t3in 'tikit/, return /ri- 
't3in/ noun a ticket for a journey from one 
place to another and back again (NOTE: The 
US term is round-trip ticket.) 
reunification /.riijumifi'keiJXojn/ noun 
the act of joining again something which has 
been split. Compare unification. Synonym 
reunion 

reunion /rii'juinjon/ noun a meeting of 
people who have not met for a long time 
reunite /.riijui'nait/ verb to join people or 
things together again 

reuse /rii'juiz/ verb to use again something 
which has already been used 
rev /rev/ noun an engine revolution (infor¬ 
mal) ■ verb □ to rev (up) to make a car en¬ 
gine go quickly while the car is standing still 
( informal ) o I could hear him revving (up) 
while he was waiting for me in the car. 
revalue /ri: 1 veelju:/ verb to value some¬ 
thing again at a higher value than before 
revamp verb I rii'vaemp/ to improve the ap¬ 
pearance of something which is slightly 
old-fashioned O The whole image of the com¬ 


pany needs revamping. ■ noun /'riivaemp/ a 
complete change of the appearance of some¬ 
thing O Our headed notepaper has had a 
complete revamp. Synonym facelift 
(D reveal /ri'viil/ verb to show or mention 
something which was hidden O He revealed 
his ignorance about cars. O An unexpected 
fault was revealed during the test. O The 
X-ray revealed a brain tumour. 
revealing /ri'viilir)/ adj which shows 
something which is usually hidden □ a re¬ 
vealing dress or top a dress or top which 
shows parts of the body which are normally 
kept hidden 

revel /'rev(o)l/ noun a celebration ■ verb to 
have a happy time (literary) □ to revel in 
something to take delight in something o 
They revelled in the clean air of the Scottish 
Highlands. O She’s revelling in her 
new-found fame. 

revelation /.revo'leiJXojn/ noun 1. the act 
of showing or mentioning something which 
was secret O Her revelation that she had two 
children took everyone by surprise. 2. some¬ 
thing which was a secret which now every¬ 
one knows O His singing was a revelation. 
reveller /'revels/ noun a person who is 
having a good time (NOTE: The US spelling 
is reveler.) 

revels /'rev(o)lz/ plural noun happy cele¬ 
brations (dated) 

revenge /ri'vend3/ noun the act of punish¬ 
ing someone in return for harm he or she has 
caused you O They attacked the police sta¬ 
tion in revenge for the arrest of three mem¬ 
bers of the gang. O All the time he spent in 
prison, his only thought was of revenge. O He 
had his revenge in the end, when her car 
broke down and she had to phone for help. 
Synonym retaliation □ to get or take your 
revenge on someone to punish someone for 
something he or she has done to you ■ verb 
□ to revenge yourself on someone to punish 
someone for something he or she has done to 
you O She planned to revenge herself on the 
people who had treated her so badly. Com¬ 
pare avenge 

® revenue /'revonju:/ noun 1. money 
which is received O His only source of reve¬ 
nue is his shop. 2. money received by a gov¬ 
ernment in tax 

reverberate /ri'vsiboreit/ verb to echo or 
to ring out loudly and repeatedly 
revere /ri'vio/ verb to worship someone or 
to respect someone very highly. Synonym 
admire. Antonym despise 
reverence /'rev(3)rons/ noun great re¬ 
spect. Antonym contempt 
Reverend /'rev(3)rond/ adj a title given to 
a member of the clergy O The Reverend John 
Spencer will be preaching tomorrow. (NOTE: 
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usually shortened to Rev: the Rev John 
Spencei) 

reverent /'rev(3)ront/ adj showing respect 
reverie /'revori/ noun a dream which you 
have during the day when you are not asleep. 
Synonym daydream 

reversal /ri'v3:s(3)l/ noun a change to the 
opposite □ to have a reversal of fortune to 
have a change of luck from good to bad or 
from bad to good 

(D reverse /ri'v3is/ adj opposite o The re¬ 
verse side of the carpet is made of foam rub¬ 
ber. O The conditions are printed on the 
reverse side of the invoice. Antonym same □ 
in reverse order backwards o They called 
out the names of the prizewinners in reverse 
order. ■ noun 1. the opposite O You re mis¬ 
taken, the reverse is true. 2. the opposite side 
O Didn ’t you read what was on the reverse of 
the label? 3. a side of a coin which does not 
bear the head of a king, a queen, etc. O There 
is a thistle on the reverse of this coin. Also 
called tails 4. a car gear which makes you go 
backwards O Put the car into reverse and 
back very slowly into the garage. O The car’s 
stuck in reverse! 5. a defeat in battle or in an 
election O The army suffered a catastrophic 
reverse. O The Conservatives suffered a se¬ 
ries of reverses. ■ verb 1. to make something 
do the opposite O The page order was re¬ 
versed by mistake. O Don’t try to reverse the 
trend, go along with it. 2. to make a car go 
backwards O Reverse as far as you can, then 
go forwards. O Be careful not to reverse into 
that lamppost. 3. □ to reverse the charges 
(on the phone) to ask the person you are call¬ 
ing to pay for the call O My father told me to 
reverse the charges when I call him. 4. to 
change a legal decision to another, opposite, 
one O The judge’s decision was reversed by 
the appeal court. 

reversible /ri'v3:sib(o)l/ adj which can be 
worn with either side out 
reversing light /ri'v3:sir) ,lait/ noun a 
light on the back of a car which lights up 
when the car is put into reverse gear 
d> revert /ri'v3it/ verb 1. to go back or 
come back to an earlier state □ to revert to 
type or form to go back to an original state O 
We thought he was becoming a quiet intellec¬ 
tual, then he reverted to form and went out 
drinking every night. 2. □ to revert to a sub¬ 
ject to start talking about the subject again 
( formal ) o I would like to revert to the sub¬ 
ject of overdue payments. O The conversation 
reverted to the question of planning 
permission. 

@ review /ri'vju:/ noun 1. written com¬ 
ments on something, e.g. a book, play or 
film, published in a newspaper or magazine 
O Did you read the review of her latest film 
in today’s paper? O His book got some very 


good reviews. 2. a monthly or weekly 
magazine which contains articles of general 
interest O His first short story appeared in a 
Scottish literary review. 3. an examination of 
several things together O the company’s an¬ 
nual review of each department’s perfor¬ 
mance 4. a general inspection of the army, 
navy, etc. O A naval review will be held on 
the king’s birthday. (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with revue.) ■ verb 1. to read a book, see a 
film, etc., and write comments about it in a 
newspaper or magazine O Her exhibition was 
reviewed in today’s paper. O Whoever re¬ 
viewed her latest book, obviously didn’t like 
it. 2. to inspect someone or something, e.g. 
soldiers, sailors or ships O The general rode 
on horseback to review the troops. 3. to ex¬ 
amine something in a general way O The 
bank will review our overdraft position at the 
end of the month. O Let’s review the situation 
in the light of the new developments. 4. US to 
study a lesson again O You must review your 
geography before the exam. (NOTE: The Brit¬ 
ish term is to revise.) 

reviewer /ri'vjuio/ noun a person who 
writes comments on something, e.g. books, 
plays or films. Synonym critic 
revile /ri'vail/ verb to criticise someone or 
something harshly 

(D revise /ri'vaiz/ verb 1 . to study a lesson 
again O There isn’t enough time to revise be¬ 
fore the exam. O I’m revising for my history 
test. (NOTE: The US term is to review.) 2. to 
change something or make something correct 
O He is revising the speech he is due to give 
this evening. O These figures will have to be 
revised, there seems to be a mistake. 

(D revision /ri'vi3(3)n/ noun the action of 
revising something 

revisit /ri: 1 vizit/ verb to visit a place again 
revitalise /rii'vaitolaiz/, revitalize verb to 
make something more lively. Antonym wear 
out 

(D revival /n'vaiv(9)l/ noun the act of 
bringing something back into existence □ re¬ 
vival of interest in something a new interest 
in something O We’ve noticed a revival of in¬ 
terest in sports cars. □ revival of trade an 
increase in trade after a recession 
revive /ri'vaiv/ verb 1 . to recover, to get 
well again O After drinking some water he 
had revived enough to go on with the mara¬ 
thon. 2. to bring someone back to life again O 
The paramedics managed to revive her on 
the way to the hospital. 3. to make something 
popular again O It won’t be easy to revive 
people’s interest in old country crafts. 
revoke /ri'vouk/ verb to cancel something, 
e.g. a right, agreement or permission 
revolt In' vault/ noun a mass protest against 
authority O The government faces a revolt 
from its main supporters. Synonym rebel- 
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revolting 

lion ■ verb 1. to rise up against authority o 
The prisoners revolted against the harsh 
treatment they were receiving. 2. to disgust 
someone O It revolted me to see all that food 
being thrown away. (NOTE: In this meaning 
the noun is revulsion.) 
revolting /ri 1 vault ir)/ adj disgusting, which 
makes you feel ill. Antonym appealing 
© revolution /.reva'luiJXajn/ noun 1. an 
armed rising against a government O The 
government soldiers shot the leaders of the 
revolution. O He led an unsuccessful revolu¬ 
tion against the last president. O During the 
French Revolution many aristocrats were ex¬ 
ecuted. 2 . the act of turning around a central 
point O The engine turns at 5,000 revolutions 
a minute. 3. a change in the way things are 
done O a revolution in data processing 
revolutionary /.reva'luiJXajntajri/ adj 1. 
aiming to change things completely; very 
new O There is a revolutionary new treat¬ 
ment for cancer. 2. referring to a political 
revolution O His revolutionary ideas upset 
the voters. ■ noun a person who takes pail: in 
an uprising against a government O The cap¬ 
tured revolutionaries were shot when the 
army took control. Synonym rebel 
revolutionise /.reva'luijanaiz/, revolu¬ 
tionize verb to change something com¬ 
pletely. Synonym transform 
© revolve /ri'vDlv/ verb to turn round a 
fixed point. Synonym rotate 
revolver /ri'vDlva/ noun a small hand gun 
in which the chamber for cartridges turns af¬ 
ter each shot is fired, so that another shot can 
be fired quickly 

revolving /ri'vDlvig/ adj which turns 
round 

revolving doors /ri.vDlvirj 'do:z/ plural 
noun doors which turn round a central pillar 
revue /ri'vjui/ noun a stage show with sa¬ 
tirical sketches, songs, etc. (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with review.) 
revulsion /ri'vAlJan/ noun disgust 
© reward /ri'woid/ noun money given to 
someone for work done or as a prize for find¬ 
ing something, or for information about 
something O When she took the purse she 
had found to the police station she got a £25 
reward. O He is not interested in money - the 
Olympic gold medal will be reward enough. 
■ verb to give someone something as a prize 
for finding something or for doing something 
O He was rewarded for finding the box ofpa¬ 
pers. O All her efforts were rewarded when 
she won first prize. Antonym penalise 
rewarding /ri'woidirj/ adj which gives sat¬ 
isfaction. Synonym satisfying. Antonym 
disappointing 

rewind noun /'riiwaind/ the action of 
winding something back □ (fast) rewind a 


mechanism which makes something wind 
back very fast O My new camera has an au¬ 
tomatic fast rewind. ■ verb /rii'waind/ to 
wind something back O After playing the 
cassette he rewound it. O The flex will rewind 
automatically when you press the red button. 
(NOTE: rewinding - rewound /rii'waund/) 

rewire /rii'waia/ verb to put new electric 
cables in a building 

reword /ri:'w3:d/ verb to say or write 
something again using different words. Syn¬ 
onym rephrase 

rework /ri:'w3:k/ verb to work on some¬ 
thing again. Synonym amend 
© rewrite noun /'riirait/ the act of rewrit¬ 
ing something O The film script had been 
through several rewrites and the director still 
wasn’t happy with it. Synonym revision ■ 
verb /rii'rait/ to write something again in 
different words O She rewrote the essay, add¬ 
ing more references. (NOTE: rewrote - 
rewritten) 

rhapsody /'raepsadi/ noun poetry, music 
or a song showing great excitement or 
passion 

rheostat /'riiastaet/ noun a device for 
making lights fade by cutting down the flow 
of electric current gradually 
rhesus factor /'riisas .faekta/ noun an 
antigen in red blood cells, which is an ele¬ 
ment in blood grouping 
rhesus monkey /'riisas .rnAqki/ noun a 
small monkey, often used in laboratories for 
scientific experiments 

rhesus negative /.riisas 'negativ/ noun 
a person who does not have the rhesus factor 
in his or her blood 

rhesus positive /.riisas 'pozitiv/ noun a 
person who has the rhesus factor in his or her 
blood 

© rhetoric /'retarik/ noun 1. the art of 
speaking in a way which is intended to make 
people change their minds O She came away 
from the meeting enthused by the Prime Min¬ 
ister’s rhetoric. 2. a way of speaking that is 
insincere, without any real meaning O His 
speech was full of empty rhetoric. O All this 
rhetoric is getting us nowhere. 
rhetorical /ri'tDrik(a)l/ adj referring to 
rhetoric 

rhetorical question /ri,tDrik(a)l 
'kwestjan/ noun a question which makes a 
statement, rather than expecting an answer 
rheumatic fever /rui.maetik 'fiiva/ noun 
a disease of young people and children, in 
which the joints hurt and the patient becomes 
feverish 

rheumatics /rui'maetiks/ plural noun 
rheumatism ( informal) 
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d> rheumatism /'ruimotiz^m/ noun a 
disease which gives painful or stiff joints or 
muscles 

rhinoceros /rai'nDs(o)ros/ noun a large 
Asiatic or African animal with a thick skin 
and one or two horns on its head. Also called 
rhino (NOTE: The plural is rhinoceroses.) 
rhizome /'raizoum/ noun a thick plant 
stem which lies on the surface or under the 
ground like a root and produces shoots 
rhododendron /.roudo'dendron/ noun a 
large evergreen shrub with clusters of huge 
pink, red or purple flowers 
rhomboid /'rDmboid/ adj shaped like a 
rhombus or diamond ■ noun a four-sided 
shape with opposite sides equal in length and 
no right angles 

rhombus /'rDmbos/ noun a shape with 
four equal sides but with no right angles. 
Synonym diamond (NOTE: The plural is 

rhombuses.) 

rhubarb /'ruibaib/ noun a plant of which 
the thick red leaf stalks are cooked and eaten 
as a dessert 

rhyme /raim/ noun 1. the way in which 
some words end in the same sound O Can 
you think of a rhyme for ‘taught ’? 2. □ with¬ 
out rhyme or reason with no explanation O 
He changes his mind all the time without 
rhyme or reason. 3. a little piece of poetry O 
The children tried to learn the rhyme by 
heart. ■ verb □ to rhyme with something to 
end with the same sound as another word o 
‘Mr ’ rhymes with ‘sister ’. 
rhyming slang /.raimig 'slaerj/ noun 
London slang where words are replaced by 
words or phrases which rhyme with them 
COMMENT: In London rhyming slang, com¬ 
mon words are replaced by other common 
words which rhyme with them. So ‘apples 
and pears’ takes the place of ‘stairs’: ‘he fell 
down the apples and pears’. To make things 
more complicated, many of the rhymes are 
abbreviated, thus losing the part which actu¬ 
ally rhymes. So ‘butcher’s hook’ meant 
‘look’, but is now abbreviated to simply 
‘butcher’s’: ‘let’s have a butcher’s at if; ‘tit for 
tat’ meant ‘hat’, but now is reduced simply to 
‘titfer’: ‘where’s my titfer?’ 
rhythm /'rid(o)m/ noun a strong regular 
beat in music or poetry O They stamped their 
feet to the rhythm of the music. 
rhythmic /'ridmik/, rhythmical 
/'ridmik(3)l/ adj with a regular beat 
rhythmically /'ridmikli/ adv in time to a 
rhythm 

rib /rib/ noun 1. one of 24 curved bones 
which protect your chest O He fell down 
while skiing and broke two ribs. 2. one of 
these same bones of an animal, cooked and 
eaten 3. a curved thick stone arch which 


rid 

helps to strengthen a vault 4. a thicker part in 
a leaf 

ribbed /ribd/ adj (of knitting) with a pattern 
of raised lines 

ribbon /'ribon/ noun a long thin strip of 
material for tying things or used as 
decoration 

ribcage /'ribkeid 3 / noun the ribs and the 
space enclosed by them 
ribonucleic acid /.raibounjui.klink 
'aesid/ noun full form of RNA 
rice /rais / noun 1 . a very common food, the 
seeds of a tropical plant O She only had a 
bowl of rice for her evening meal. O Cook the 
rice with some saffron to make it yellow. 2. a 
common food plant, grown mainly in Asian 
countries O Women were planting rice in the 
paddy fields. (NOTE: no plural: some rice, a 
bowl of rice, a spoonful of rice) 

® rich /rit J7 adj 1 . who has a lot of money o 
If only we were rich, then we could buy a big¬ 
ger house. O He never spends anything, and 
so he gets richer and richer. 2. (of a colour) 
pleasantly strong and dark O She painted the 
kitchen door a rich red. 3. with many trea¬ 
sures O Our local museum has an unusually 
rich collection of watercolours. □ rich in 
something containing a lot of something O 
The area is rich in old churches. O The south 
of the country is rich in coal. O Yeast tablets 
are rich in vitamin B. 4. made with a lot of 
cream, butter or eggs O This cream cake is 
too rich for me. 5. fertile O The flat area near 
Cambridge has rich black soil. (NOTE: richer 
- richest) ■ plural noun □ the rich rich peo¬ 
ple O At that price, this model of car is only 
for the really rich. 

riches /'ritjiz/ plural noun wealth o In 
spite of all their riches they are not a happy 
family. 

richly /'ritjli/ adv splendidly □ to richly 
deserve something to deserve something 
very much O He richly deserved his prison 
sentence. O She richly deserved her award as 
best actress. 

Richter scale /'rikto skeil/ noun a scale 
of measurement of the force of an earth¬ 
quake, with values rising from 0 to 10 
rickety /'rikiti/ adj wobbly, likely to fall 
down 

rickshaw /'rikjo:/ noun a vehicle which 
people sit in and which is pulled by a person 
ricochet /'rikoj’ei/ verb to bounce off a 
surface at an angle (NOTE: ricocheted 
/’rikojeid/) 

® rid /rid/ verb □ to get rid of something to 
dispose of something or throw something 
away O Do you want to get rid of that old 
bookcase? O We have been told to get rid of 
twenty staff. O She doesn’t seem able to get 
rid of her cold. 
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riddance /'rid(3)ns/ noun □ good rid¬ 
dance! I am glad to get rid of it! O Our 
neighbours finally moved with all their 
screaming children - good riddance, I say! 
ridden /'rictan/ i> ride 
riddle /'rid(o)l/ noun a puzzling question to 
which you have to find the answer O Here ’s 
a riddle for you: what’s black and white and 
red all over? (NOTE: The answer is ‘a book’ 
if you say ‘read’ instead of ‘red’.) ■ verb to 
make a lot of holes in something O They rid¬ 
dled the car with bullets. 
riddled with /'rid(9)ld wid/ adj 1 . full of 
something O The chair is riddled with wood¬ 
worm. O Most of the animals on the farm are 
riddled with disease. 2. full of holes O The 
car was riddled with bullets. 

(D ride /raid/ noun 1. a pleasant trip, e.g. on 
a horse or a bike or in a car O Does anyone 
want to come for a bike ride? O Can I have a 
ride on your motorbike? O He took us all for 
a ride in his new car. O The station is only a 
short bus ride from the college. 2. □ to take 
someone for a ride to trick someone o Free 
beer? - There’s no free beer, someone’s been 
taking you for a ride! O The young recruit 
was really taken for a ride when the others 
told him that there was a party at the colo¬ 
nel’s house and he believed them. 3. the ac¬ 
tion of travelling O You will enjoy the 
smoothness of the ride in the new 
four-wheel-drive model. ■ verb to go on a 
horse, on a bike, etc. O He rode his bike 
across the road without looking. O She’s 
never ridden (on) an elephant. O My little sis¬ 
ter is learning to ride, but she’s frightened of 
big horses. (NOTE: rides - riding - rode 
/roud/ - has ridden /'ridon/) 
rider /'raids/ noun 1. a person who rides o 
The rider of the black horse fell at the first 
fence. O Motorcycle riders must wear hel¬ 
mets. 2. an additional clause to a contract 
ridge Ind^l noun a long narrow raised part 
ridicule /'ridikjuil/ noun mocking, laugh¬ 
ing at someone O She was afraid of the ridi¬ 
cule of her colleagues. □ to hold someone 
up to ridicule to laugh at someone o The 
press held the minister up to ridicule after he 
had been found lying on the pavement out¬ 
side a bar. ■ verb to laugh at someone or 
something O She ridiculed his attempts at 
speaking Italian. Synonym belittle 
(D ridiculous /ri'dikjulos/ adj silly, which 
everyone should laugh at. Synonym ludi¬ 
crous. Antonym sensible 
ridiculously /ri'dikjulssli/ adv in a ridic¬ 
ulous way 

riding /'raidir)/ noun 1 . the sport of going 
on horseback O He loves riding. O Let’s go 
riding in the park. 2. (in Canada) a parlia¬ 
mentary constituency 
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rife /raif/ adj 1. common O Crime is rife in 
some parts of the town. 2. □ rife with some¬ 
thing full of something O The office is rife 
with rumours about the managing director. 
riffraff /'rifrasf/ noun ordinary people with 
bad habits ( insult) (NOTE: no plural) 
rifle /'raif(s)l/ noun a gun with a long barrel 
O The gunman was on a roof with a rifle. O 
He was shooting at a target with an air rifle. 
■ verb to search for something, usually to 
steal it O The burglars rifled through the 
drawers of her desk. Synonym ransack 
rifle range /'raif(9)l reind 3 / noun a place 
where you practise shooting with rifles 
rift /rift/ noun 1. a disagreement o a rift be¬ 
tween father and son 2. a long, narrow split 
or crack 

rig /rig/ noun a large articulated truck o He 
drives a 16-wheel rig. ■ verb to arrange a 
dishonest result ( informal ) o They were ac¬ 
cused of rigging the election, t rig up. Syn¬ 
onym fix (NOTE: rigging - rigged) 
rigging /'rigirj/ noun 1. the ropes on a ship 
O The rigging creaked in the storm. O Sailors 
ran up the rigging to wave to the crowds on 
the quayside. 2. the practice of arranging a 
vote to give a dishonest result O Vote rigging 
is vety common here. 

(D right /rait/ adj 1. not wrong, correct o 
She didn’t put the bottles back in the right 
place. O You’re right - the Number 8 bus 
doesn’t go to Marble Arch. O She gave the 
right answer every time. O He says the an¬ 
swer is 285. - Quite right! O Is the station 
clock right? O Is this the right train for Man¬ 
chester? t all right 2. not left, referring to the 
hand which most people use to write with O 
In England cars don’t drive on the right side 
of the road. O The keys are in the top right 
drawer of my desk. O He was holding the 
suitcase in his right hand. 3. (in politics) re¬ 
ferring to the conservatives o He’s on the 
right wing of the party. O His politics are 
right of centre. 4. □ on the right side of 
forty less than forty years old (informal) o 
He’s not that old - He’s still on the right side 
of fifty. ■ noun 1. what is correct, not wrong 
□ in the right correct, which should not be 
criticised O She was proved to be in the right. 
2. the side opposite to the left O When driv¬ 
ing in France remember to keep to the right. 
O When you get to the next crossroads, turn 
to the right. O Who was that girl sitting on 
the right of your father? O Go straight ahead, 
and take the second road on the right. 3. be¬ 
ing legally entitled to do or to have some¬ 
thing O The accused has the right to remain 
silent. O The manager has no right to read 
my letters. O The staff have a right to know 
why the shop is closing down, t rights 4. □ 
the right (in politics) the political group sup¬ 
porting traditional values and rights O We 
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support the right by campaigning for our lo¬ 
cal Conservative candidate. □ a swing to the 
right a movement of votes towards the 
right-wing candidates ■ adv 1. straight O In¬ 
stead of stopping at the crossroads, he drove 
right on across the main road. O To get to the 
police station, keep right on to the end of the 
road, and then turn left. O Go right along to 
the end of the corridor, you ’ll see my office in 
front of you. 2. □ right (away) immediately 
O They called the ambulance right after the 
accident. O The ambulance came right away. 
□ right now at this particular point in time O 
Right now, it is not possible for me to answer 
reporters ’ questions. 3. exactly O The pub is 
right at the end of the road. O The phone 
rang right in the middle of the TV 
programme. O She stood right in front of the 
TV and no one could see the screen. 4. cor¬ 
rectly O She guessed the answer right. O Ev¬ 
erything is going right for her. □ it serves 
you right you deserve what has happened to 
you ( informal ) 5. towards the right-hand side 
O To get to the station, turn right at the traf¬ 
fic lights. O Children should be taught to look 
right and left before crossing the road. ■ 
verb □ to right a wrong to correct something 
which is wrong O She campaigned to right 
the wrongs done to single mothers. ■ interj 
agreed, OK o Right, so we all meet again at 
7 o ’clock? 

d> right angle /'rait .aeggol/ noun an angle 
of 90° 

right-angled /'rait .aeggold/ adj with an 
angle of 90° 

righteous /'rait Jos/ adj seeing things from 
a moral point of view. Antonym sinful 
rightful /'raitf(o)l/ adj legally correct. Ant¬ 
onym unlawful □ the rightful owner of 
something the legal owner of something o 
She is the rightful owner of the property. 
right-hand /'rait ,haend/ adj on the right 
side □ a right-hand-drive car a car in which 
the driver sits on the right side of the car 
right-handed /,rait 'hasndid/ adj using 
the right hand more often than the left for 
things like writing and eating. Antonym left- 
handed 

right-hander /rait 'hasndo/ noun 1. a 
blow with the right hand O He was knocked 
out with a powerful right-hander to the chin. 
2. a person who is right-handed O Both bowl¬ 
ers are right-handers. 

right-hand man /'rait haend ,masn/ noun 
the main assistant 

Right Honourable /rait 'Dn(3)rob(3)l/ 
noun the title given to Privy Councillors 
(NOTE: written before the name; often ab¬ 
breviated to Rt Hon: the Rt Hon William 
Gladstone, MP) 
rightly /'raitli/ adv correctly 
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right of abode /,rait ov o'boud/ noun the 
right to live in a country 
right of way /,rait ov 'wei/ noun a legal 
right to go across someone else’s property 
<D rights /raits/ plural noun 1. what you 
should be allowed to do or to have O They 
are working for women’s rights or for the 
rights of women. O The rights of ordinary 
working people are being ignored. 2. a legal 
right to have something O He has the British 
rights to the invention. O She sold the Ameri¬ 
can rights to an American publisher. 
rights issue /'raits ,ijui/ noun an issue of 
new shares in a company which are offered 
to existing shareholders at a cheap price 
right-wing /,rait 'wig/ adj belonging to the 
conservative political parties. Antonym 
left-wing 

right-winger /rait 'wigo/ noun a person 
who is on the right politically. Synonym 
conservative. Antonym liberal 
rigid I'xid^idl adj stiff, inflexible, which 
doesn’t bend 

rigidity /ri'd 3 iditi/ noun the fact of being 
rigid 

rigidly /'rid 3 idli/ adv stiffly 
rigmarole /'rigma.roul/ noun a process 
which is unnecessarily complicated 
rigorous /'rigoros/ adj very thorough 
rigorously /'ngorosli/ adv in a rigorous 
way 

rigour /'rigs/ noun the fact of being strict 
or severe O We will pursue the case with the 
full rigour of the law. (NOTE: The US spell¬ 
ing is rigor.) 

rigours /'rigoz/ plural noun harshness of 
the climate (NOTE: The US spelling is rig¬ 
ors.) 

<D rig up /rig 'Ap/ verb to arrange some¬ 
thing or construct something quickly. Syn¬ 
onym improvise 

rile /rail/ verb to make someone angry or 
annoyed 

<D rim /rim/ noun 1. the edge of something 
round, like a wheel or a cup O The rim of the 
glass is chipped. 2. a frame of spectacles O 
He wears glasses with steel rims. 

-rimmed /rimd/ suffix with a rim 

rind /raind/ noun a skin on fruit, bacon or 

cheese. Synonym peel 

(D ring /rig/ noun 1. a round shape, e.g. of 
metal O She has a gold ring in her nose. O He 
wears a ring on his little finger. 2. a circle of 
people or things o The teacher asked the 
children to sit in a ring round her. 3. the 
noise of an electric bell O There was a ring at 
the door. 4. a phone call O Give me a ring to¬ 
morrow. 5. a space where a circus show takes 
place or where a boxing match is held O The 
clowns ran into the ring. O The ringmaster 
came into the ring with his top hat and whip. 
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ring back 

6. □ to run rings around someone to do 

things better than someone ( informal ) o In 
the debate he ran rings round his opponent. 
■ verb 1. to make a sound with a bell O The 
postman rang the doorbell. O At Easter, all 
the church bells were ringing. O If you ring 
your bicycle bell people will get out of the 
way. O Is that your phone ringing? 2. □ to 
ring a bell to remind someone of something 
O The name rings a bell. O Does the name 
Arbuthnot ring any bells? 3. to telephone 
someone O He rang me to say he would be 
late. O Don’t ring tomorrow afternoon - the 
office will be closed. O Don’t ring me, I’ll 
ring you. (NOTE: ringing - rang /rser)/ - has 
rung /rAg/) 4. to draw a ring round some¬ 
thing O I have ringed the mistakes in red. 5. 
to surround a place O Rebel troops ringed the 
president’s palace. (NOTE: ringing - 
ringed) 

ring back /,rip 'bask/ verb to telephone 
someone after they have already telephoned 
you ( informal) 

ring binder /'rig .bainda/ noun a cover 
with rings in it which fit into special holes 
made in sheets of paper 
ringfence /'rigfens/ verb to separate 
something from other things, so that it is not 
affected by them 

ringing /'rigig/ noun a sound like that of 
bells 

ringleader /'rirjliido/ noun a person who 
organises a revolt or some crime 
ringmaster /'rigmaisto/ noun a person in 
charge of a circus performance 
(D ring off /,rig 'of/ verb to put down the 
phone. Synonym hang up 
® ring road /'rip raud/ noun a road which 
goes right round a town 
® ring up /,rig 'Ap/ verb to speak to some¬ 
one using a telephone. Synonym call 
(D rink /rirjk/ noun a large enclosed area, 
e.g. for ice skating, playing ice hockey or 
roller skating 

rinse /rins/ noun 1. the act of washing 
something in clean water to get rid of soap O 
Give your shirt a good rinse. 2. a coloured 
liquid for rinsing hair O She used a black 
rinse in her hair. ■ verb to put things cov¬ 
ered with soap or dirty things into clean wa¬ 
ter to remove the soap or the dirt O Rinse the 
dishes before putting them on the draining 
board to dty. 

(3) riot /'raiat/ noun 1. wild disorder by a 
crowd of people O The riot was started by 
some university students. □ to run riot to get 
out of control O After the match, the support¬ 
ers ran riot and the police had to intervene. O 
In her stories for children she lets her imagi¬ 
nation run riot. □ to read someone the riot 
act to warn someone to stop doing something 
O I read her the riot act when I found she had 


been using the office telephone to call her 
mother in Australia. 2. a mixture of different 
colours O The place was decorated in a riot 
of colours. O The colour scheme is a riot of 
reds and greens. 3. something which is very 
amusing, e.g. a film or a play O The whole 
show was a riot, we never laughed so much. 
■ verb to take part in a riot, or get out of con¬ 
trol O Furious farmers rioted when they 
heard the decision of the Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture. Synonym mutiny 
rioter /'raioto/ noun a person who takes 
part in a riot 

rioting /'raiotip/ noun riots, outbreaks of 
civil disorder 

riotous /'raiotos/ adj disorderly, as in a riot 
riot police /'raiot po.liis/ noun police spe¬ 
cially trained and equipped to deal with 
rioters 

rip /rip/ noun a tear in cloth o He lost the 
race because of a rip in his sail. ■ verb 1. to 
tear something O I ripped my sleeve on a 
nail. O She ripped open the parcel to see 
what he had given her. O The old bathroom is 
being ripped out and new units put in. 2. to 
go through something violently O The tor¬ 
nado ripped through the town. 3. □ to let rip 
to start to complain or protest without any re¬ 
straint ( informal ) o When he saw the bill for 
the meal he really let rip. □ to let something 
rip to let something go as fast as possible O 
As he came into the last lap he opened up the 
throttle and let it rip. t rip off 
RIP a Latin phrase meaning ‘Rest in Peace’, 
often written on tombstones O Thomas Hood 
RIP. Full form Requiescat in Pace 
d> ripe /raip/ adj 1. ready to eat or to be har¬ 
vested O Don’t eat that apple - it isn’t ripe 
yet. 2. □ the time is ripe to do something it 
is the right time to do something O The time 
is ripe to take steps to stop imports of the 
drug. 

ripen /'raipon/ verb to become ripe 
rip off /rip 'of/ verb 1. to tear something off 
something else O It’s the last day of the 
month so you can rip the page off the calen¬ 
dar. O Someone has ripped off the book’s 
cover. 2. □ to rip someone off to cheat 
someone or to make someone pay too much 
(slang) O They were ripped off in the market. 
rip-off /'rip of/ noun a bad deal ( informal) 
ripple /'rip(o)l/ noun a little wave O Even a 
little stone thrown into the water will make 
ripples. O In the desert, the wind creates rip¬ 
ples in the sand. ■ verb to make little waves 
O The lake is like a mirror, there is no wind 
to ripple the water. Synonym undulate 
(D rise /raiz/ noun 1. a movement or slope 
upwards O There is a gentle rise until you get 
to the top of the hill. O Salaries are increas¬ 
ing to keep up with the rise in the cost of liv¬ 
ing. O The recent rise in interest rates has 
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made mortgages more expensive. 2. □ to give 
rise to something to make something happen 
( formal) O The news gave rise to rumours 
about a coup. ■ verb 1. to go up o The sun 
always rises in the east. O The road rises 
steeply for a few miles. O Prices have been 
rising steadily all year. O If you open the 
oven door, the cake won’t rise properly. □ to 
rise to the occasion to perform well because 
of a special occasion O My mother really 
rose to the occasion and provided a splendid 
meal. 2. to get up, to get out of bed or out of a 
chair O He always rises early. 3. to stop be¬ 
ing in session O The court rose at one 
o’clock. (NOTE: rising - rose /rouz/ - has 
risen /'riz(9)n/) 

rising /'raizig/ adj which is moving up¬ 
wards, which is increasing O The glider's took 
advantage of the rising currents of hot air. O 
The magazine is all about the new young ris¬ 
ing film stars. O Rising interest rates will 
hurt young families. □ the rising generation 
the next generation which will follow the 
present one ■ prep □ to be rising fifty to be 
nearly fifty years old. t damp ■ noun a re¬ 
bellion or revolt O The government sent 
troops to put down the rising in the north. 
Synonym uprising 

rising damp /,raizirj 'dsemp/ noun damp 
which enters the walls of houses and dam¬ 
ages them (NOTE: no plural) 

CJ) risk /risk/ noun 1. a possible bad result o 
There is not much risk of rain in August. O 
The risk of going blind is very remote. O 
There is a financial risk attached to this deal. 
O At the risk of looking foolish, I’m going to 
ask her to come out with me. 2. □ to run the 
risk of something to be in danger of some¬ 
thing O They run the risk of being caught by 
the customs. O If you ask for a pay rise now, 
you run the risk of losing your job. □ to take 
a risk to do something which may make you 
lose money or suffer harm o He’s so careful, 
he never takes any risks. O Drive slowly, 
we ’re in no hurry and there’s no need to take 
any risks on the icy road. ■ verb to do some¬ 
thing which may possibly harm you O The 
fireman risked his life to save her. O He 
risked all his savings on buying the 
bookshop. 

risky /'riski/ adj which is dangerous (NOTE: 

riskier - riskiest) 

risotto /ri'zotou/ noun an Italian dish of 
cooked rice with meat, fish or vegetables in it 
risque /'riskei/ adj slightly indecent 
rissole /'risoul/ noun a fried ball of minced 
food, e.g. meat or fish 
rite /rait/ noun a religious ceremony 
ritual /'ritjuol/ adj referring to a religious 
ceremony O The tribe performed a ritual rain 
dance. ■ noun 1. a religious ceremony O the 
ritual of the mass 2. something which you do 
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regularly in the same way O Every evening 
it’s the same ritual: he puts the cat out and 
locks the door. O We don’t follow any partic¬ 
ular ritual on Christmas Day, we take the 
day as it comes. 

rival /'raiv(o)l/ adj who competes O Two ri¬ 
val companies are trying to win the contract. 
O Is this the rival product you were talking 
about? O Simon and I are friends but we play 
for rival teams. Synonym competing ■ 
noun a person or a company that competes o 
Do you know if he has any rivals? O We keep 
our prices low to undercut our biggest rival. 
■ verb to compete with someone or some¬ 
thing O It will not be easy to rival such a 
good product. (NOTE: rivalling - rivalled. 
The US spelling is rivaling - rivaled.) 
rivalry /'raiv(3)lri/ noun competition. Ant¬ 
onym cooperation 

® river I'ri vo/ noun a large mass of fresh 
water which runs across the land and goes 
into the sea or into a large lake O London is 
on the River Thames. O The river is very deep 
here, so it’s dangerous to swim in it. (NOTE: 
With names of rivers, you usually say the 
River: the River Thames ; the River Ama¬ 
zon ; the River Nile.) 

riverside /'rivosaid/ adj on the banks of a 
river O Some riverside houses were flooded. 
O We took our friends to a riverside pub on 
the Thames. 

rivet /'rivit/ noun a large metal pin which 
fastens metal plates together O The workers 
were driving rivets into the metal sheets with 
huge hammers. ■ verb 1. to fasten metal 
plates together O Workmen riveted the sheets 
of metal together. 2. to attract the attention of 
someone o The audience was riveted by his 
stories. O He sat riveted to the TV set. O Her 
eyes were riveted on the door, as if she ex¬ 
pected someone to come in. 
riveting /'rivitig/ adj which holds every¬ 
one’s attention ( informal ) Synonym fasci¬ 
nating. Antonym boring 
RNA /, air en 'ei/ noun one of the acids in 
the nucleus of all living cells, which takes in¬ 
formation from DNA and translates it into 
proteins. Full form ribonucleic acid, t DNA 
® road /roud/ noun 1 . a hard pathway used 
by vehicles, e.g. cars and lorries, to travel 
along O The road to York goes directly north 
from London. O Drivers must be careful be¬ 
cause roads are icy. O Children are taught to 
look both ways before crossing the road. O 
Our office address is: 26 London Road. 
(NOTE: often used in names: London Road, 
York Road, etc., and usually written Rd: 
London Rd, etc.) 2. □ on the road travelling 
O As a salesman, he’s on the road thirty 
weeks a year. O We were on the road for thir¬ 
teen hours before we finally reached the 
hotel. 
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roadblock /'raudblok/ noun a barrier put 
across a road by the police. Synonym 

barricade 

road haulage /roud 'ho:lid 3 / noun the 
moving of goods by road 
road hog /'rsud hog/ noun a person who 
drives fast and dangerously ( informal) 
road map /'raud maep/ noun a map which 
shows the roads in a certain area 
@ road rage /'raud reid 3 / noun a violent 
attack by a driver on another car or its driver, 
caused by anger at the way the other driver 
has been driving 

road safety /raud 'seifti/ noun care taken 
by drivers on the roads to make sure that ac¬ 
cidents do not happen 

roadshow /'roudjou/ noun 1. a broadcast 
from a place away from the studio O the BBC 
holiday roadshow 2. an exhibition or per¬ 
forming group which goes from place to 
place O They took their roadshow round the 
Highlands of Scotland. 
roadside /'rsudsaid/ noun the side of a 
road O We couldn’t find a picnic area, so in 
the end we picnicked on the roadside. O They 
had a puncture so they stopped by the road¬ 
side to change the wheel. ■ adj by the side of 
a road O We had some coffee at a roadside 
cafe. 

road sign /'r3ud sain/ noun a panel by the 
side of a road, giving instructions or 
warnings 

(D road tax /'rsud tasks/ noun a tax paid by 
owners of vehicles, e.g. cars and lorries, to 
the government for permission to drive their 
vehicles on the road 

road user /'raud Juizo/ noun a person 
who uses a road 

roadway /'raudwei/ noun a main surface 
of a road (NOTE: The US term is pavement.) 
roadworks /'r9udw3:ks/ plural noun re¬ 
pairs to a road O It took longer than normal 
to get to Birmingham because of all the 
roadworks. 

roadworthy /'raudwsidi/ adj in a fit state 
to be driven on a road 

roam /rsum/ verb to wander about a place 
without any particular destination 
roar /ro:/ noun a loud noise, e.g. of shouting 
or of an engine O The roar of the jet engines 
made it impossible for me to hear what she 
said. O You could hear the roar of the crowd 
at the football match several miles away. ■ 
verb to make a loud noise o He roared with 
laughter at the film. O The lion roared and 
then attacked. 

(D roaring /'roirir)/ adj noisy and fierce □ a 
roaring fire a big fire, with flames going up 
the chimney O We sat in front of a roaring 
fire and ate roasted chestnuts. □ a roaring 
success something that is extremely success¬ 


ful O Thousands of people came to the show, 
it was a roaring success. □ to do a roaring 
trade in something to sell something rapidly 
O The stand was doing a roaring trade sell¬ 
ing home-made cakes and jam. ■ noun the 
sound of loud deep calls O The roaring of 
lions near the camp kept us awake. 

(D roast /roust/ verb to cook food over a fire 
or in an oven O If you want the meat thor¬ 
oughly cooked, roast it for a longer period at 
a lower temperature. O You can either roast 
pigeons or cook them in a casserole. Syn¬ 
onym bake □ to roast chestnuts to cook 
chestnuts over red-hot charcoal ■ adj which 
has been roasted O What a lovely smell of 
roast meat! O We had roast chicken for din¬ 
ner. ■ noun meat cooked in an oven o We al¬ 
ways have a roast on Sundays. 
roasting /'roustir)/ adj 1. used for roasting 
meat O Put the chicken in the roasting tin. 2. 
very hot O Let’s go outside - it’s roasting in 
here. ■ noun a sharp criticism ( informal) o 
He’ll get a roasting when his father hears 
about it. 

roast potatoes /roust pa'teitauz/ plural 
noun potatoes baked in fat in an oven (NOTE: 
Although the verb has the forms roasting - 
roasted, when referring to meat, the adjec¬ 
tive roast is used: roast meat, roast turkey, 
but roasted peanuts, roasted chestnuts.) 

(D rob /rob/ verb to attack and steal from 
someone (NOTE: robbing - robbed) 

(D robber /'robs/ noun a person who attacks 
and steals from someone. Synonym thief 
robbery /'robari/ noun the act of attacking 
and stealing from someone (NOTE: The plural 
is robberies.) 

robe /roub/ noun a long loose garment for 
men or women O The professors came onto 
the platform in their academic robes. O The 
Arab sheikh rode up on a camel in his flow¬ 
ing robes. ■ verb □ to be robed in some¬ 
thing to be dressed in a robe ( formal) o The 
priests stood robed in white by the altar. 
robin /'robin/ noun a common small brown 
bird with a red breast 

Robin Hood /.robin 'hud/ noun a legend¬ 
ary medieval bandit, who fought against the 
power of the nobility and gave what he stole 
from them to poor people 
<D robot /'roubDt/ noun a machine which is 
programmed to work like a person 
automatically 

robust /rou'bASt/ adj 1. strong or vigorous 
O This young tree is very robust and should 
survive the winter. O My grandmother is not 
very robust but she still manages to look after 
herself. 2. vigorous and determined o He 
gave some robust answers to the journalists ’ 
questions. O Our troops will give a robust re¬ 
sponse to any enemy attack. 
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robustly /rsu'bAStli/ adv in a vigorous 
way 

(D rock /rok/ noun 1. a large stone or a large 
piece of stone O The ship was breaking up on 
the rocks. 2. a hard pink sweet shaped like a 
stick, often with the name of a town printed 
in it, bought mainly by tourists O a stick of 
Brighton rock 3. loud popular music with a 
strong rhythm O Rock (music) is the only mu¬ 
sic he listens to. ■ verb 1. to sway from side 
to side or make something sway from side to 
side O The little boat rocked in the wake of 
the ferry. O The explosion rocked the town. □ 
don’t rock the boat don’t do anything to dis¬ 
turb what has been arranged ( informal ) o Ev¬ 
erything has been organised, so please don’t 
rock the boat with any new suggestions. 2. to 
move from side to side, holding something O 
The baby is crying, I’ll try to rock her to 
sleep. 

(D rock bottom /rok 'bDtom/ noun the 
lowest point □ to sell at rock bottom prices 

to sell at the lowest prices possible o We 
can’t give you a bigger discount - the prices 
quoted are rock bottom prices. 
rocker /'roko/ noun 1. a semicircular 
wooden piece which a rocking chair stands 
on O an old cradle with rockers O She trip¬ 
ped over the rocker and hurt her ankle. 2. □ 
to be off your rocker to be mad {slang) o 
He must be off his rocker to do something 
like that. 3. a type of electric switch which 
rocks O Use the rocker switch to switch off 
the motor. 

rockery /'rokari/ noun same as rock 
garden 

rocket /'rokit/ noun 1. a type of firework 
which flies up into the sky O We stood in the 
square and watched the rockets lighting up 
the sky. 2. a type of bomb which is shot 
through space at an enemy O They fired a 
homemade rocket into the police station. 3. □ 
to give someone a rocket to criticise some¬ 
one sharply (slang) O The manager gave him 
a rocket when he was late back from lunch. O 
She ’ll get a rocket from the boss if she comes 
in late again. 4. a type of green vegetable 
eaten in salads ■ verb to shoot upwards very 
fast O Prices have rocketed this summer. 
rock garden /'rok .gaidon/ noun a small 
garden made of very large stones with plants 
growing between them or over them 
rocking chair /'rokir) tjeo/ noun a chair 
which rocks backwards and forwards on 
rockers 

rocking horse /'mkig hois/ noun a 
child’s toy, a large wooden horse on rockers, 
which you sit on and rock backwards and 
forwards 

rock music /'rok .mjuizik/ noun loud 
popular music with a strong rhythm 
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rocky /'raki/ adj 1. full of rocks and large 
stones O They followed a rocky path up the 
mountain. 2. difficult O The company has 
had a rocky year. O My brother and sis¬ 
ter-in-law are going through a rocky patch at 
the moment. 3. not steady O My chair is a bit 
rocky. 4. □ the Rocky Mountains, the 
Rockies a range of high snow-capped moun¬ 
tains, running south from Canada into the 
western United States O The pictures of the 
Rocky Mountains covered in snow are a typi¬ 
cal postcard scene. O We picked up two 
backpackers who were hitching a lift into the 
Rockies. 

rod /rod/ noun 1. a long stick o You need 
something rigid like a metal rod to hold the 
tent upright. 2. □ with an iron rod or rod of 
iron very strictly, without allowing any 
weakness ( informal) o The Secretary of State 
rules his department with an iron rod. O 
She’s a tiny little woman but she rules the of¬ 
fice with a rod of iron. 

® rode /rsud/ C> ride 

rodent /'r9ud(o)nt/ noun an animal which 
chews and gnaws, such as a mouse or a rat 
rodeo /'roudiou, rou'deiou/ noun a display 
of skill by cowboys (NOTE: The plural is ro¬ 
deos.) 

roe /rou/ noun the eggs of fish o They ate 
salmon roe on toast. (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with row.) 

roe deer /'rou dio/ noun a type of deer, 
much smaller than red deer or fallow deer, 
found in Europe and Asia 
rogue /roug/ noun a wicked or dishonest 
person O That car dealer is a bit of a rogue - 
you really shouldn’t trust him. 

rogue elephant /raug 'elifont/ noun 1. 
an elephant driven out of the herd by the 
other elephants 2. a person who does not act 
in the same way as others O He’s something 
of a rogue elephant - wild and 
unpredictable. 

rogue state /raug 'steit/ noun a counry 
which is believed to be dangerous to others 
because it does not have a stable government 
and encourages terrorism 
(D role /roul/ noun 1. a part played by some¬ 
one in a play or film O He plays the role of 
the king. 2. a part played by someone in real 
life O He played an important role in getting 
the project off the ground. (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with roll.) 

<D role model /'roul ,mDd(9)l/ noun a per¬ 
son who should be taken as an example 
which others can copy 

role play /'raid plei/ noun an activity in 
which people each play the part of another 
person, as part of a training exercise 
® roll /rsul/ noun 1. a tube of something 
which has been turned over and over on itself 
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O a roll of fax paper O a roll of toilet paper 
or a toilet roll 2. a list of names □ to call the 
roll to read out the list of names to see if ev¬ 
eryone is there. } rollcall 3. a very small loaf 
of bread for one person, sometimes cut in 
half and used to make a sandwich O Will a 
tuna salad and a bread roll be enough for 
you? O The airline’s continental breakfast 
was just a roll and a cup of coffee. 4. the ac¬ 
tion of rolling O It takes time to get used to 
the roll of the ship. O With a roll of her eyes 
and a shake of her head, she left the room. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with role.) ■ verb 1. 
to make something go forwards by turning it 
over and over O He rolled the ball to the 
other player. 2. to go forwards by turning 
over and over O The ball rolled down the hill. 
O My pound coin has rolled under the piano. 
3. to make something move on wheels or 
rollers O The table is fitted with wheels, just 
roll it into the room. O The patient was rolled 
into the operating theatre ten minutes ago. 4. 
to turn something flat over and over on itself 
O He rolled the poster into a tube. 5. to move 
from side to side O The ship rolled in the 
heavy seas. O She rolled her eyes and pointed 
at the door. Compare pitch 6. to flatten 
something by using a roller O Roll the pastry 
until it is quite thin. 7. □ to roll your r’s 
when speaking the letter ‘r’, to make the tip 
of your tongue vibrate O Scots people often 
roll their r’s. 

rollcall /'roulkoil/ noun the act of reading a 
list of names 

rolled-up /'rould \p/ adj which has been 
rolled tightly 

(D roller /'route/ noun 1. a heavy round ob¬ 
ject which rolls, e.g. one used for making 
lawns or cricket pitches flat O The ground is 
so bumpy, you ’ll need a roller to flatten it. O 
They used the roller just before the match 
started. | steamroller 2. a plastic tube used 
for rolling hair into curls O She came to the 
door in her dressing gown and rollers. 3. a 
Rolls Royce car (slang) o Hey, come for a 
ride in my new Roller! 4. a long large wave O 
The Atlantic rollers in Cornwall are ideal for 
surfers. 

rollerblader /'routebleido/ noun a person 
who goes on rollerblades 
rollerblades /'routebleidz/ trademark 
roller skates with a single set of wheels 
placed in line on the sole of each skate 
rollerblading /'routebleidirj/ noun the 
sport of going on rollerblades. Also called 
in-line skating 

roller coaster /.route 'kousto/ noun 1. a 
fairground railway which goes up and down 
steep slopes O We all went for a ride on the 
roller coaster. 2. a dangerous or risky series 
of events that cannot be controlled O The 
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government had a roller coaster ride during 
its first weeks in office. 
roller skate /'route skeit/ noun a shoe 
with pairs of wheels side by side, on which 
you can glide along fast O I have some roller 
skates but I’d love to have rollerblades. ■ 
verb to glide on roller skates O I used to 
roller skate but I prefer rollerblading be¬ 
cause it is so much faster. 
roller skating /'route .skeitir)/ noun the 
sport of going on roller skates 
rolling /'roulir)/ adj 1. □ rolling country¬ 
side countryside which is a mass of small 
hills 2. continuing from one period to another 
3. □ to be rolling in it to have a lot of money 
( informal ) o You’ve just got to see the inside 
of their house to see that they must be rolling 
in it. 

rolling pin /’roulir) pin/ noun a wooden 
roller with handles, for flattening pastry 
rolling Stock /'roulir) stok/ noun car¬ 
riages, wagons and engines used on a railway 
rolling stone /.roulir) 'stoun/ noun a per¬ 
son who never lives long in one place 
roll of honour /.roul ov 'ono/ noun a list 
of people who have done something special, 
such as students who have won prizes or sol¬ 
diers killed in battle 

(§> roll up /.roul Ap/ verb 1. to turn some¬ 
thing flat over and over on itself until it is a 
tube O He rolled up the carpet or rolled the 
carpet up. O A hedgehog will roll up into a 
ball if you touch it. 2. to arrive O They just 
rolled up and asked if we could put them up 
for the night. O The bridegroom finally rolled 
up an hour late and said he ’d had a 
puncture. 

ROM /rom/ abbr read-only memory 
Roman /'roumon/ adj referring to Rome, 
the capital of Italy and of the ancient Roman 
Empire O a book about Roman emperors ■ 
noun 1. a person who lives or lived in Rome 
O The Romans invaded Britain in AD 43. 2. a 
printing type with straight letters O The book 
is set in Times Roman. Compare italic 
Roman alphabet /.roumon 'aslfobet/ 
noun the alphabet with the letters A, B, C, D, 
etc., used in many European languages 
Roman Catholic /.roumon 'kae0(o)lik/ 
adj referring to the Christian Church of 
which the Pope is the head ■ noun a person 
who belongs to the Christian Church of 
which the Pope is the head O When the Pope 
visited the country thousands of Roman 
Catholics attended mass. 
romance /rou'mcens/ noun 1 . a love affair 
O She told us all about her holiday romance. 
O Their romance didn’t last. 2. a love story O 
You ’ll enjoy this book if you like romances. 
romance language /rou'maens 
,laer)gwid 3 / noun a European language, e.g. 
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French or Italian, which has developed from 
ancient Latin 

Romanesque /.roumo'nesk/ adj, noun 
(of) an architectural style with round arches 
and vaults found in Europe in the early Mid¬ 
dle Ages 

Roman numeral /.roumon 'njuimorol/ 
noun a number belonging to the set written 
with the symbols I,V, X, L, C, D and M. 
Compare Arabic numeral 
romantic /rou'masntik/ adj 1. full of mys¬ 
tery and love O We had a romantic candlelit 
dinner, which I’ll never forget. O The atmo¬ 
sphere on the ship was very romantic. 2. (of a 
literary or artistic style) which is very imagi¬ 
native or is based on personal emotions O His 
style is too romantic for my liking. O The ro¬ 
mantic period is not my favourite literary 
period. 

romanticise /rou'maenti.saiz/, romanti¬ 
cize verb to make something seem more ex¬ 
citing than it really is 

romanticism /r9u'm£entisiz(3)m/ noun a 
romantic literary style. Synonym ideal¬ 
isation 

romantic novel /rou.maentik 'nDv(o)l/ 
noun a novel which is a love story 
Romantics /rou'maentiks/ plural noun 
writers writing at the beginning of the nine¬ 
teenth century in a romantic style 
Romany /'romoni/ noun a member of a 
people originally from India, who travels 
from place to place rather than living in a 
permanent home 

romp /romp/ noun the act of playing by 
children energetically and noisily O It was 
only a childish romp but it ended tragically. 
■ verb 1. to play about energetically o She 
was romping with her friends on the sofa 
when her mother came in. 2. □ to romp 
home to win easily O Our local team romped 
home 6-2. O The favourite romped home by 
several lengths. 

(D roof /ru:f/ noun 1 . a part of a building 
which covers it and protects it O The cat 
walked across the roof of the greenhouse. O 
She lives in a little cottage with a thatched 
roof. 2. the top of the inside of the mouth O I 
burnt the roof of my mouth drinking hot soup. 
3. the top of a vehicle, e.g. a car, bus or lorry 
O We had to put the cases on the roof of the 
car. 

roofing /'ruifir)/ noun material which is 
used to make roofs 

roof rack /'ru:f raek/ noun a frame fixed to 
the roof of a car for carrying luggage 
roof terrace /'ru:f ,teros/ noun a flat 
paved area on the roof of a building 
rooftop /'ruiftop/ noun the top of a roof O 
The plane flew low over the rooftops of the 
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village. ■ adj on the top of a roof O The pris¬ 
oners staged a rooftop protest. 
rook /ruk/ noun 1. a large black bird o 
What is the difference between a rook and a 
crow? - Crows usually live in pairs, while 
rooks live in colonies. 2. (in chess) one of 
two pieces used in chess, shaped like a little 
castle tower O She took my last rook. Also 
called castle 

rookie /'ruki/ noun a new recruit in the 
armed forces or in the police (informal) 

(J) room /ru:m/ noun 1. a part of a building, 
divided from other parts by walls O The flat 
has six rooms, plus kitchen and bathroom. O 
We want an office with at least four rooms. 2. 
a bedroom in a hotel O Your room is 316 - 
here’s your key. O His room is just opposite 
mine. □ a single or double room a room for 
one person or two people O I would like to 
book a single room for tomorrow night. 3. a 
space for something O The table is too big - 
it takes up a lot of room. O There isn’t 
enough room in the car for six people. O We 
can’t have a piano in our flat - there just is- 
n’t enough room. □ to make room for some¬ 
one or something to squeeze up to give 
space for someone or something O There is 
no way we can make room for another pas¬ 
senger. □ there’s room for improvement 
things could be improved O The system is 
better than it was, but there is still room for 
improvement. 

room-mate /'ru:m meit/ noun a person 
who shares a room with you, especially at 
college 

room service /'ru:m ,S3:vis/ noun an ar¬ 
rangement in a hotel where food or drink can 
be served in a guest’s bedroom 
roomy /'ruimi/ adj with plenty of space 
inside. Synonym spacious. Antonym 
cramped (NOTE: roomier - roomiest) 
roost /ruist/ noun a perch where a bird 
sleeps □ to rule the roost to be in charge or 
the boss O He’s the MD, but it’s his secretary 
who rules the roost in the firm. ■ verb 1. to 
perch asleep O Six chickens were roosting in 
the shed. 2. □ to come home to roost to re¬ 
appear and have a bad effect O His mistakes 
in investing on the stock market have come 
home to roost. 

rooster /'ruisto/ noun especially US a 
male domestic chicken (NOTE: The usual 
British term is cockerel or cock.) 

@ root /ru:t/ noun 1. a part of a plant which 
goes down into the ground, and which takes 
nourishment from the soil O I’m not sur¬ 
prised the plant died, it has hardly any roots. 
□ to take root (of a cutting) to make roots o 
The cuttings died - none of them took root. 2. 
the part of a hair or a tooth which goes down 
into the skin O He pulled her hair out by the 
roots. 3. (in language) a word which is a 
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base for other words O Many words are 
formed from Latin roots. 
root about /,ru:t o'baut/ verb to look for 
something under a lot of other things 
root crops /'ru:t krops/ plural noun vege¬ 
tables which are grown for their roots which 
are eaten, e.g. carrots and turnips 
rooted /'ruitid/ adj 1. as if with roots □ 
rooted to the spot unable to move O She 
stood rooted to the spot as the lorry came to¬ 
wards her. 2. strongly felt O No one knows 
why she has a deeply rooted or deep-rooted 
fear of dogs. 

(D root up /'ru:t 'ap/, root out /'ru:t 'aut/ 
verb 1. to pull up a plant with its roots o / 
spent the morning rooting up weeds in the 
garden. 2. to remove something completely 
O The police are trying to root out 
corruption. 

root vegetable /ru:t 'ved3t3b(o)l/ noun a 
vegetable such as a carrot, of which you eat 
the root 

<D rope /roup/ noun 1. a very thick cord o 
You ’ll need a rope to pull the car out of the 
ditch. O The burglar climbed down from the 
balcony on a rope. 2. □ to learn the ropes to 
learn how to do something O We send new 
salespeople out with an experienced rep to 
learn the ropes. □ it’s money for old rope 
it’s money which is easy to make ( informal ) 
■ verb 1. to tie someone or something to¬ 
gether with a rope O The climbers roped 
themselves together. O We roped the sofa 
onto the roof of the car. 2. □ to rope some¬ 
one in to get someone to help or to join in o 
Rope in as many people as you can, we need 
all the help we can get. O She was roped in to 
deal with the children’s tea. 
ropy /'roupi/ adj of bad quality; not healthy 
( informal) (NOTE: ropier - ropiest) 
rosary /'rouzori/ noun a string of beads 
which Catholics use to count out a set of 
prayers 

(D rose /rouz/ noun 1. a common garden 
flower with a strong scent O He gave her a 
bunch of red roses. O These roses have a 
beautiful scent. 2. a common shrub with 
these strongly scented flowers O Wild roses 
were growing along the path. 3. a piece of 
metal or plastic with little holes in it, which is 
attached to the spout of a watering can, so 
that the water comes out in a spray ■ adj pink 
O She wore a pale rose dress. □ to see 
through rose-coloured spectacles to see 
things as being very good when they are not 
( informal ) ■ verb C> rise 
rose /'rouzei/ noun a pink wine which gets 
its colour from the black grape skins being 
left only for a short time in the fermenting 
mixture 

rosemary /'rouzmori/ noun a bush herb 
with spiky green leaves, used in cooking 
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rosette /rou'zet/ noun a ribbon bunched to 
look like a flower, used as a decoration or as 
a badge 

roster /'rasto/ noun a list of duties which 
have to be done and the people who have to 
do them. Synonym rota 
rostrum /'rastrom/ noun a raised stand for 
a speaker 

rosy /'rouzi/ adj 1. bright pink and healthy 
O The children had rosy cheeks when they 
came in from their walk. 2. very favourable O 
Our future is looking rosier than it has done 
for years. (NOTE: rosier - rosiest) 
rot /rat/ noun decay o Once rot infects the 
roots, it will kill the plant quickly. □ the rot 
has set in things have begun to go badly 
wrong ( informal) o We thought things were 
going well, but then the rot set in and the 
shop had to close. ■ verb to decay, to go bad 
O The wooden fence is not very old but it has 
already started to rot. t rotten. Synonym 
decompose (NOTE: rotting - rotted) 
rota /'routs/ noun a roster, a list of duties 
which have to be done and the people who 
have to do them. Synonym roster 
rotary /'routori/ adj which turns round 
rotate /rou'teit/ verb to turn round or turn 
something round an axis like a wheel 
rotation /rou'teiJ(o)n/ noun 1. the act of 
turning something O the rotation of the Earth 
round the Sun 2. the act of taking turns □ ro¬ 
tation of crops, crop rotation a system of 
cultivation in which different crops are 
planted in consecutive growing seasons O 
Crop rotation reduces the effect of pests and 
diseases. 

rote /rout/ noun learning something by 
heart, often without understanding it 
rotor /'routo/ noun machinery which ro¬ 
tates, such as the motor that drives the blades 
of a helicopter 

(D rotten /'rat(o)n/ adj 1. decayed o The 
apple looked nice on the outside, but inside it 
was rotten. O Don’t walk on that plank, I 
think it is rotten. 2. miserable O I had a rot¬ 
ten time at the party - no one would dance 
with me. O We had rotten weather on holi¬ 
day. O to feel rotten 1. to feel ill O Yester¬ 
day I felt slightly unwell, but today I feel 
really rotten. 2. to feel ashamed o I feel so 
rotten for having spoiled your party. 
rottweiler /'rat.wailo/ noun a large power¬ 
ful dog with a black smooth coat 
rotund /rou'tAnd/ adj round and fat. Syn¬ 
onym overweight 

rouge /ru: 3 / noun a pink cream or powder 
which you put on your face to give yourself 
more colour (dated) 

® rough IrAfl adj 1. not smooth, uneven o 
Rub down any rough edges with sandpaper. 
2. with a sharp unpleasant taste O This wine’s 
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roughage 

a bit rough - but what can you expect for 
£2.99? 3. approximate, not very accurate O I 
made some rough calculations on the back of 
an envelope. 4. not finished O He made a 
rough draft of the new design. 5. not gentle O 
Don’t be rough when you ’re playing with the 
puppy. (NOTE: rougher - roughest) ■ noun 
1. a design which has not been finished O She 
showed me some roughs for the new garden¬ 
ing magazine. 2. □ to take the rough with 
the smooth to accept that there are bad times 
as well as good times ( informal ) 3. a part of a 
golf course where the grass is not cut, along 
the sides of the long part that you hit the ball 
down O His ball went into the rough. ■ verb 

□ to rough it to live in uncomfortable condi¬ 
tions (informal ) o The four-star hotels are all 
full, so we’ll just have to rough it in a bed 
and breakfast. ■ adv □ to sleep rough to 
sleep in the open, on the pavement O Hun¬ 
dreds of young people were sleeping rough in 
doorways. 

roughage /'rAfid3/ noun dietary fibre, fi¬ 
brous matter in food which cannot be di¬ 
gested and passes out of the body. Synonym 
bulk (NOTE: no plural) 

® rough and ready /,rAf an 'redi/ adj 1. 
approximate O The plan is a bit rough and 
ready, but it will give you a general idea of 
what we want. 2. not beautifully finished O 
I’m not too pleased with the work he did - it 
is a bit too rough and ready. 
rough-and-tumble /,rAf on 'tAmbol/ 
noun a way of living that involves a lot of 
conflict. Synonym hurly-burly 
roughen /'rAf(o)n/ verb to make some¬ 
thing rough or to become rough. Antonym 
soften 

<D roughly /'rAfli/ adv 1. in a rough way o 
Don’t play so roughly with the children. O 
The removal men threw the boxes of china 
roughly into the back of their van. 2. approxi¬ 
mately, more or less O There were roughly 
one hundred people in the audience. O Ten 
euros make roughly six pounds. O The cost of 
building the new kitchen will be roughly 
£25,000. 

roughshod /'rAfJod/ adv □ to ride 
roughshod over somebody or something to 

treat somebody with no justice or consider¬ 
ation, or disregard something completely 
roulette /rui'let/ noun a game of chance 
where bets are made on the numbers in boxes 
on a flat rotating wheel where a small ball 
will lodge when the wheel stops turning 
® round /raund/ adj 1. with a shape like a 
circle O In Chinese restaurants, you usually 
sit at round tables. 2. with a shape like a 
globe O Soccer is played with a round ball, 
while a rugby ball is oval. O People used to 
believe that the Earth was flat, not round. 3. 

□ in round figures not totally accurate, but 


correct to the nearest 10 or 100 O Expect to 
pay £5,000 in round figures. ■ adv, prep 1. 
in a circular way or movement O The wheels 
of the lorry went round and round. O The 
Earth goes round the Sun. O He was the first 
person to sail round the world sin¬ 
gle-handed. O We all sat round the table 
chatting. O He ran down the street and disap¬ 
peared round a corner. 2. towards the back O 
She turned round when he tapped her on the 
shoulder. O Don’t look round when you 're 
driving on the motorway. 3. from one person 
to another O They passed round some papers 
for everyone to sign. O Can you pass the 
plate of cakes round, please? □ enough to go 
round enough for everyone O There aren’t 
enough glasses to go round. 4. in various 
places, here and there O They spent the after¬ 
noon going round the town. □ he doesn’t live 
round here he doesn’t live anywhere near 
here 5. completely □ all year round during 
the whole year O The park is open all year 
round. ■ noun 1 . a regular route for deliver¬ 
ing O The postman starts his round at 5am. 

2. drinks bought by one person for a group of 
people O It’s my turn to buy the next round. 

3. a slice of bread or toast □ she made a 
round of sandwiches she made sandwiches 
from two slices of bread 4. a part of a compe¬ 
tition O Those who answer all the questions 
correctly, go on to the next round. O He was 
knocked out in the first round. 5. a session of 
playing all the holes on a golf course O / 
think we have time for one more round before 
it gets dark. 6. a series of meetings O a round 
of pay negotiations 7. one bullet O The police 
fired several rounds into the crowd of stu¬ 
dents. ■ verb to go round something o He 
rounded the corner and saw a crowd in front 
of him. O The boat capsized as it was round¬ 
ing the buoy. 

(D roundabout /'raundobaut/ noun 1. a 
place where several roads meet, and traffic 
has to move in a circle O When you get to the 
next roundabout, turn right. (NOTE: The US 
term is traffic circle.) 2. (in a children’s 
playground) a heavy wheel which turns, and 
which children ride on O The children all ran 
to get on the roundabout. O A small child fell 
from the roundabout and hurt his leg badly. 
3. (in a fairground ) a large mechanical 
amusement machine, which turns round and 
plays music, usually with horses to sit on 
which move up and down. Also called 
merry-go-round (NOTE: The US term is 
carousel.) ■ adj not direct o The taxi took a 
very roundabout route to get to Trafalgar 
Square. Synonym indirect 
round brackets /raund 'braekits/ plural 
noun the printing symbols () which enclose 
words or characters and separate them from 
the rest of the text. Also called parentheses 
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© round down /.raund 'daun/ verb to de¬ 
crease something to the nearest full figure 
rounded /'raundid/ adj with a smooth or 
round shape. Synonym curved 
rounders /'raundoz/ noun a team game 
played with a bat and ball, where the batsman 
has to run round the pitch to score (NOTE: 
The game is similar to baseball.) 
Roundhead /'raundhed/ noun a nickname 
for a follower of the parliamentary side in the 
English Civil War (NOTE: The followers of 
the King (Charles I) were called Cavaliers.) 
roundly /'raundli/ adv strongly and clearly 
round on /'raund on/ verb to start to criti¬ 
cise someone suddenly 
© rounds /raundz/ plural noun regular 
visits 

round table conference /.raund 
,teib(o)l 'kDnf(o)rons/ noun a discussion or 
conference where all the delegates are on 
equal terms 

round-the-clock /.raund do 'klok/ adj 
throughout the day and night 
© round-the-world /.raund do 'w3ild/ 
adj which goes round the world, returning to 
the original departure point 
© round trip /'raund trip/ noun a journey 
from one place to another and back again □ 
how much is the round trip fare? how 
much is the fare for a journey from one place 
to another and back again? 

© round up /.raund 'Ap/ verb 1. to gather 
people or animals together O The secret po¬ 
lice rounded up about fifty suspects and took 
them off in vans. O She rounded up the chil¬ 
dren and took them into the museum. O The 
farmer is out in the fields rounding up his 
sheep. 2. to increase something to the nearest 
full figure O The figures have been rounded 
up to the nearest dollar. O I owed him £4.98 
so I rounded it up to £5.00. 
roundup /'raundAp/ noun a summary 
rouse /rauz/ verb 1 . to wake someone who 
is sleeping O The shouts of the firemen 
roused the sleeping patients. 2. to get some¬ 
one to act O The difficulty will be to rouse the 
chairman into action. Compare arouse 
rousing /'rauzig/ adj loud and noisy. Syn¬ 
onym stirring. Antonym soothing 
rout /raut/ noun the complete defeat of an 
army or a team O The final match of the se¬ 
ries ended in a rout for the home side. ■ verb 
1. to defeat someone completely o The en¬ 
emy army was routed. 2. □ to rout someone 
or something out to pull someone or some¬ 
thing out from where it was hidden O We are 
trying to rout out any enemy snipers left hid¬ 
ing in the ruins. 

© route /ruit/ noun a way to be followed to 
get to a destination O We still have to decide 
which route we will take. ■ verb to send 


royal blue 

someone or something along a specific route 
O The demonstration was routed along Pall 
Mall to St James ’ Park. Synonym direct 
route march /'ruit maitJV noun a training 
march for soldiers 

© routine /rui'tiin/ noun 1. the normal reg¬ 
ular way of doing things O Children don’t 
like their routine to be changed. O A change 
of routine might do you good. O Having a 
cup of coffee while reading the newspaper is 
part of his morning routine. 2. instructions 
which carry out a task as part of a computer 
program O The routine copies the screen dis¬ 
play onto a printer. O The RETURN instruc¬ 
tion at the end of the routine sends control 
back to the main program. 3. a sequence of 
dance steps O The dancers were practising a 
very complicated routine. ■ adj normal or 
everyday O He went to the doctor for a rou¬ 
tine checkup. O We’re making a routine 
check of the central heating boiler. 
routinely /rui'tiinli/ adv in a routine way, 
done as a routine 

rove /rouv/ verb to wander about in a place 
roving /'rouvig/ adj going from place to 
place 

© row noun 1. /rou/ a line of things, side by 
side or one after the other O He has a row of 
cabbages in the garden. O They pulled down 
an old house to build a row of shops. O / 
want two seats in the front row. 2. /rau/ a 
loud noise O Stop making that dreadful row! 
3. /rau/ a serious argument O They had a row 
about who was responsible for the accident. 
■ verb 1. /rou/ to make a boat go forwards 
by using oars O She rowed across the lake. 2. 
/rau/ to argue O They were rowing about who 
would pay the bill. 

© rowboat /'roubout/ noun US same as 

rowing boat 

rowdy /'raudi/ adj making a great deal of 
noise O A rowdy party in the flat next door 
kept us all awake. O The minister had a 
rowdy reception at the meeting. Synonym 

disorderly. Antonym restrained (NOTE: 
rowdier - rowdiest) ■ noun a rough person 
who makes a lot of noise (dated) o 
Right-wing rowdies broke up the meeting. 
(NOTE: The plural is rowdies.) 
rower /'rouo/ noun an oarsman, a person 
who rows 

© rowing /'rouig/ noun making a boat 
move by the use of oars 
rowing boat /'rouig bout/ noun a small 
boat for rowing (NOTE: The US term is row¬ 
boat.) 

© royal /'roiol/ adj referring to a king or 

queen □ the royal we b we 

royal blue /.roiol 'blu:/ noun a deep blue 

colour 


Royal Family 

Royal Family /.roiol 'faem(9)li/ noun the 
family of a king or queen 
royalist /'roiolist/ noun a person support¬ 
ing rule by a king or queen. Antonym 

republican 

royalty /'roiolti/ noun 1. members of a 
king’s or queen’s family O Please dress for¬ 
mally, there will be royalty present. (NOTE: 
no plural in this meaning) 2. money paid to 
the author of a book or an actor in a film as a 
percentage of sales O Do you receive royal¬ 
ties on the sales of your book? O All royalty 
cheques are paid direct to my account in 
Switzerland. (NOTE: The plural is royalties.) 
rpm abbr revolutions per minute 
RSI abbr repetitive strain injury 
(D RSVP abbr letters printed on an invitation 
asking the person invited to reply. Full form 
repondez s’il vous plait 
RTF /,a: ti: 'ef/ noun a format for a com¬ 
puter file that will make it look the same on 
any computer screen. Full form rich text 
format 

Rt Hon abbr Right Honourable (NOTE: writ¬ 
ten before a name: the Rt Hon William 
Gladstone, MP) 

(D rub /rAb/ verb to move something across 
the surface of something else O He rubbed 
his hands together to get them warm. O These 
new shoes have rubbed against my heel and 
given me a blister. O The cat rubbed herself 
against my legs. (NOTE: rubbing - rubbed) 
■ noun the action of rubbing o She gave her 
shoes a quick rub to remove the dust. O He 
hit his head on the low ceiling, and gave it a 
rub. 

rubber /'rAbo/ noun 1. elastic material 
made from the sap of a tropical tree O Car 
tyres are made of rubber. O Many years ago, 
we visited a rubber plantation in Malaysia. 
2. a piece of rubber used for removing pencil 
marks O He used a rubber to try to rub out 
what he had written. (NOTE: The US term is 
eraser.) 3. especially US a condom, a rub¬ 
ber contraceptive sheath O Did he wear a 
rubber? 

rubber band /.rAbo 'baend/ noun i> elas¬ 
tic band 

rubber stamp /,rAbo 'staemp/ noun a 
stamp made of rubber, with words or figures 
cut on it, which is used for stamping docu¬ 
ments O We use this rubber stamp for mark¬ 
ing letters as they are received. ■ verb to 
agree to something automatically without ex¬ 
amining it O The committee simply rub¬ 
ber-stamped the proposal. (NOTE: written 
with a hyphen when used as a verb) 
rubbery /'rAbori/ adj with the texture of 
rubber 
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rubbing /'rAbir)/ noun a copy made by 
placing paper on something and rubbing the 
paper with a coloured pencil or wax crayon 
@ rubbish /'rAbiJV noun 1. waste, things 
which are of no use and are thrown away O 
We had to step over heaps of rubbish to get to 
the restaurant. 2. worthless nonsense O Have 
you read his new book? — It’s rubbish! O 
He’s talking rubbish, don't listen to him. 
(NOTE: no plural. The US term is garbage 
or trash.) 

rubbish bin /'rAbiJ bin/ noun a container 
for putting rubbish in. Synonym dustbin 
rubble /'rAb(o)l/ noun small stones or bro¬ 
ken bricks from damaged buildings, also 
used in making such things as paths. Syn¬ 
onym debris (NOTE: no plural) 
rubella /rui'belo/ noun a usually mild dis¬ 
ease which gives a red rash but which can af¬ 
fect an unborn child if caught by a pregnant 
woman. Also called German measles 
<D rub in /,rAb 'in/ verb 1. to make an oint¬ 
ment or cream enter the skin by rubbing O 
She rubbed the ointment into her skin. 2. □ 
don’t rub it in don’t go on talking about 
something I regret ( informal) o Yes, I know I 
made a mistake, but please, don’t rub it in. 

<D rub out /,rAb 'aut/ verb to remove a pen¬ 
cil mark with a rubber. Synonym erase 
@ rub up /,rAb Ap/ verb □ to rub someone 
up the wrong way to annoy someone (infor¬ 
mal) O She’s in a bad mood, someone must 
have rubbed her up the wrong way. 
ruby /'ruibi/ noun a red precious stone o a 
necklace of rubies and pearls (NOTE: The 
plural is rubies.) ■ adj dark red o a glass of 
ruby red wine 

ruck /rAk/ noun 1. an ordinary crowd of 
people O He wants to get out of the ruck and 
become a manager. 2. (in rugby) a group of 
players who fight for the ball when it is on 
the ground O The big forward broke into the 
ruck. 3. a crease in a fabric 
rucksack /'rAksask/ noun a large bag car¬ 
ried on the back when walking. Synonym 
backpack 

rudder /'rAdo/ noun a flat vertical plate at 
the back of a boat or on the tail of an aircraft, 
used for steering 

ruddy /'rAdi/ adj 1. red, fire-coloured o the 
little boys with their ruddy cheeks O A ruddy 
glow hung over the burning city. (NOTE: rud¬ 
dier - ruddiest) 2. awful (informal) o That 
ruddy dog - he’s put dirty paw marks all over 
the kitchen floor. 

rude /ru:d/ adj not polite, likely to offend, 
trying to offend O Don’t point at people - it’s 
rude. O The teacher asked who had written 
rude words on the board. O He was rude to 
the teacher. (NOTE: ruder - rudest) 
rudely /'ruidli/ adv in a rude way 
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rudeness /'ruidnas/ noun being rude. 
Antonym politeness 

rudimentary /,ru:di'ment(3)ri/ adj basic; 
not fully developed. Synonym basic 
rudiments /'ruidimsnts/ plural noun sim¬ 
ple basic facts O He went on a short course 
so he’s learnt the rudiments of sailing. Syn¬ 
onym basics 

rue /ru:/ noun a bitter herb ( archaic) m verb 
to regret something O I rue the day when I 
said I would help her. 

rueful /'ru:f(o)l/ adj sorry or regretful. Ant¬ 
onym cheerful 

ruefully /'ru:f(o)li/ adv in a rueful way 
ruffian /'rAfion/ noun a violent man, usu¬ 
ally a criminal (dated) Synonym thug 
ruffle /'rAf(a)l/ noun material or lace gath¬ 
ered into a bunch and used as decoration on 
clothes or curtains, etc. O The curtains are 
edged with ruffles. ■ verb to disturb feathers 
or water or someone’s hair O The breeze ruf¬ 
fled the surface of the lake. O She ruffled his 
hair. 

ruffled /'rAf(9)ld/ adj flustered, bothered 
rug /rAg/ noun 1. a small carpet o This 
beautiful rug comes from the Middle East. 2. 
a thick blanket, especially one used when 
travelling O Put a rug over your knees if 
you ’ re cold. O We spread rugs on the grass 
to have our picnic. 

© rugby /'rAgbi/ noun □ rugby football a 
type of football played with an oval ball 
which is thrown as well as kicked O When 
and where is the next rugby match? 
rugby ball /'rAgbi boil/ noun a type of 
oval ball used in the game of rugby 
rugged /'rAgid/ adj 1. rough, rocky, un¬ 
even O the rugged landscape of the Moon 2. 
tough and sturdy o At school, he rapidly de¬ 
veloped a rugged independence. 
rugger /'rAgo/ noun rugby football (infor¬ 
mal) Compare soccer 

© ruin /'runn/ noun 1. the complete loss of 
all your money O He faces complete ruin. 2. 
the remains of an old building with no roof 
and fallen walls O The house was a total ruin 
when I bought it. ■ verb 1 . to spoil some¬ 
thing completely O Our holiday was ruined 
by the weather. 2. to bring a person or or¬ 
ganisation to financial collapse O The bank 
failure ruined a lot of businesses. 

© ruined /'runnd/ adj 1. in ruins o Smoke 
rose from the ruined houses. 2. bankrupt, not 
able to pay your debts O a ruined company 
director 

ruinous /'runnos/ adj extremely expensive 
ruinously /'ruiinosli/ adv □ ruinously ex¬ 
pensive so expensive as to make you bank¬ 
rupt O Hospital treatment in the USA can be 
ruinously expensive if you don’t have health 
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insurance. O We took my in-laws out for a ru¬ 
inously expensive meal. 

© ruins /'ruiinz/ plural noun the remains of 
old buildings with no roofs and fallen walls □ 
in ruins destroyed O The town was in ruins 
after the war. O After being arrested at the 
nightclub, his career was in ruins. 

© rule /ru:l/ noun 1 . a strict order of the way 
to behave O There are no rules that forbid 
parking here at night. O According to the 
rules, your ticket must be paid for two weeks 
in advance. □ against the rules not as the 
rules say O You can’t hold the football in 
your hands - it’s against the rules. 2. □ as a 
rule usually O As a rule, we go to bed early 
during the week. 3. a government O The 
country prospered under the rule of the gen¬ 
erals. ■ verb 1 . to govern or to control o The 
president rules the country according to very 
old-fashioned principles. 2. to give an offi¬ 
cial or legal decision O The judge ruled that 
the documents had to be brought to the court. 
3. to draw a straight line using a ruler □ 
ruled paper paper with lines on it 
rule of law /,ru:l ov 'lo:/ noun the princi¬ 
ple that everyone, including the government, 
has to obey the laws of the land, and that no 
one shall be punished without a fair trial 
© rule out /,ru:l 'aut/ verb to leave some¬ 
thing out, not to consider something 
© ruler /'ruilo/ noun 1. a person who gov¬ 
erns O A ruler should be fair. O He's the 
ruler of a small African state. 2. a long strip 
of wood or plastic with measurements 
marked on it, used for measuring and draw¬ 
ing straight lines O You need a ruler to draw 
straight lines. 

© ruling /'ruilirj/ adj 1. in power, governing 
2. in operation at the moment O We will in¬ 
voice at ruling prices. ■ noun a legal deci¬ 
sion made by a judge or other arbitrator O 
The judge will give a ruling on the case next 
week. O According to the ruling of the court, 
the contract was illegal. 
ruling party /,ru:lir) 'paiti/ noun a party 
which forms the government 
rum /i*Am/ noun an alcoholic drink made 
from the juice of sugar cane O She had a 
glass of rum and pineapple juice. ■ adj odd 
or strange (dated informal) o We found our¬ 
selves in a very rum situation. Antonym 
usual 

rumble /'rAmbol/ noun a low rolling noise 
O We were woken by the rumble of trains 
passing over the bridge. O There was a rum¬ 
ble of thunder in the distance. ■ verb 1. to 
make a low rolling noise O Wooden carts full 
of stone rumbled past. O Thunder rumbled in 
the distance. O I'm so hungry my tummy’s 
rumbling. 2. to find out that someone is try¬ 
ing to trick you O He got away with it for a 
time but eventually we rumbled him. 


rumbling 

rumbling /’rAmblir)/ noun a low rolling 
noise O the rumbling of the thunder in the 
distance 

rumblings /'rAmblirjz/ plural noun mur¬ 
muring by people showing that they are not 
happy 

ruminate /'ruimineit/ verb 1 . (of a cow) to 
chew over food which has already been swal¬ 
lowed once 2. to think over a problem O He 
spent the weekend ruminating on what to do 
next. 

rummage /'rAmid 3 / noun a session of 
searching about for something O We had a 
good rummage in the loft but couldn’t find 
the book. ■ verb to search about for some¬ 
thing O She rummaged in her drawer until 
she found the pair of gloves. 
rumour /'ruimo/ noun a story spread from 
one person to another but which may not be 
true O There’s a rumour going around that 
John’s getting married. ■ verb to spread a 
story O It was rumoured in the press that they 
were about to get divorced. (NOTE: [all 
senses] The US spelling is rumor.) 
rumoured /'ruimod/ adj spread by rumour 
(NOTE: The US spelling is rumored.) 
rump /rAmp/ noun 1 . the back part of an an¬ 
imal 2. a small number of members of a party 
left after an election defeat O The rump of the 
party met after the election to decide what to 
do. 

rumpled /'rAmpold/ adj creased or untidy 
rumpus /'rAmpos/ noun a noisy disorder. 
Synonym disturbance (NOTE: The plural is 

rumpuses.) 

(D run IrAnl noun 1. the act of going quickly 
on foot, usually as a sport O I always go for a 
run before breakfast. O You must be tired out 
after that long run. O She entered for the 
10-mile run. □ on the run escaping from 
prison or hiding from the police O He was 
three weeks on the run before he was caught. 
2. a short trip in a car O Let’s go for a run 
down to the coast. 3. the act of making a ma¬ 
chine work 4. a rush to buy something O The 
Post Office reported a run on the new 
stamps. 5. a regular route of a plane or bus, 
etc. O On this run, the bus does not go as far 
as the Post Office. O She’s a stewardess on 
the London to New York run. 6. a score of 1 
in cricket O He made 45 runs before he was 
out. 7. US a series of little holes in stockings 
or tights O I can’t wear these stockings be¬ 
cause there’s a run in them. (NOTE: The Brit¬ 
ish term is ladder.) 8. a period □ for three 
days on the run for three days one after an¬ 
other O She had a nosebleed for two days on 
the run. □ in the long run at a time in the fu¬ 
ture O In the long run, it will be cheaper to 
buy the tickets in bulk. ■ verb 1. to go 
quickly on foot O When she heard the tele¬ 
phone, she ran upstairs. O Children must be 
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taught not to run across the road. O She’s 
running in the 200-metre race. 2. (of buses, 
trains, etc.) to be operating O All under¬ 
ground trains are running late because of the 
accident. O This bus doesn’t run on Sundays. 
3. (of vehicles) to work o He left his car in 
the street with the engine running. O My 
car’s not running very well at the moment. 4. 
to go, to last O The main street of the town 
runs north and south. O The film runs for 
three hours. 5. to direct or organise an or¬ 
ganisation O He runs a chain of shoe shops. 
O I want someone to run the sales depart¬ 
ment for me when I’m away on holiday. O He 
runs the local youth club. O The country is 
run by the army. 6. to use a car regularly O 
We can’t afford to run two cars. 7. to drive 
someone by car O Let me run you to the sta¬ 
tion. 8. to be in force O The lease has only six 
months more to run. 9. to amount to some¬ 
thing O The costs ran into thousands of 
pounds. 10. □ to run a bath to fill a bath 
with water O Don’t run a bath now, there is 
no hot water. 11. (of liquid) to flow, to move 
along smoothly O The river runs past our 
house. □ this colour won’t run the colour 
will not stain other clothes if they are all 
washed together 12. □ to run in a family to 
be an inherited trait O Red hair runs in their 
family. 13. to publish a story in several edi¬ 
tions of a newspaper O The paper is running 
an explosive story about the minister’s wife. 
(NOTE: running - ran /raen/ - has run) 
run across /,i*An o'kros/ verb 1. to cross 
something quickly on foot O The little boy 
ran across the road after his ball. 2. to find 
or to meet someone by accident O I ran 
across it in a secondhand bookshop. 
run after /'rAn ,a:ft9/ verb to follow some¬ 
one fast 

run away /,rAn o'wei/ verb 1. to escape, to 
go away fast O They were running away from 
the police. O She ran away from school when 
she was 16. O The youngsters ran away to 
Paris. 2. □ to run away with someone to go 
away from your family to live with someone 
or to marry someone O She ran away with 
her German teacher. 

runaway /'rAnowei/ noun a person who 
has run away from home O The police are 
looking for the runaways. ■ adj which is out 
of control (informal) o The runaway train 
stopped at the bottom of the hill. □ it was a 
runaway success it was a great success O 
Her first exhibition was a runaway success. 

(J) run down 1 /,rAn 'daun/ verb 1. to go 
down something quickly on foot O She ran 
down the stairs two at a time. O Can you run 
down to the village and buy me some bread? 
2. (of clock, machine) to stop working or go 
slower because of lack of power o The clock 
has run down - it needs a new battery. 3. to 
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criticise someone O It’s not fair to run him 
down when he’s not there to defend himself 
4. to reduce the quantity of something O 
We ’re running down our stocks of coal be¬ 
fore the summer. 5. to knock down with a ve¬ 
hicle O She was run down by a car which did 
not stop. 

run down 2 /,rAn 'daun/ adj 1. unwell or 
tired O If you feel run down, ask the chemist 
for vitamins. 2. dilapidated, not looked after 
O He drives a run-down old car. 
rundown /'rAndaun/ noun a summary o 
Give me a quick rundown on what happened 
at the meeting. 

run for /'rAn foil verb 1 . to go fast to try to 
catch someone or something O He ran for the 
bus but it left before he got to the stop. 2. to 
be a candidate for an office O He’s running 
for president. 

© rung /rAg/ noun one of the bars on a lad¬ 
der O If you stand on the top rung you can 
climb onto the roof. O Put your foot on the 
bottom rung to hold the ladder steady. ■ 
verb i> ring 

run-in /'rAn in/ noun an argument ( informal ) 
© run into /,rAn 'intu/ verb 1. to go into a 
place fast O She ran into the street, shouting 
‘Fire! 2. to go fast and hit something, usu¬ 
ally in a vehicle O He didn’t look where he 
was going and ran into an old lady. O The 
bus turned the corner too fast and ran into a 
parked van. 3. to amount to something O 
Costs have run into thousands of pounds. O 
Her income runs into five figures. 4. to find 
someone by chance O I ran into him again in 
a cafe on the South Bank. 5. to flow 
somewhere O The river runs into the sea. 

© runner /'rAno/ noun 1. a person or horse 
running in a race O My horse came in last of 
seven runners. O There are 30,000 runners in 
the London Marathon. 2. a shoot of a plant 
which makes roots where it touches the soil 
O Strawberry plants are propagated by the 
runners they produce. 3. a sharp blade of a 
skate or of a sledge O One of the runners of 
the sledge is damaged, so you can’t use it. 
runner bean /,rAno 'bi:n/ noun a type of 
climbing bean 

© runner-up /,rAnor 'Ap/ noun a person 
who comes after the winner in a race or com¬ 
petition (NOTE: The plural is runners-up.) 

© running /'rAnig/ adj 1. used for running 
O running shorts O running shoes 2. □ for 
three days running one day after another for 
three days O The company have made a 
profit for the sixth year running. ■ noun 1 . □ 
to be in the running for to be a candidate for 
O Three candidates are in the running for the 
post of chairman. □ out of the running with 
no chance of doing something O She’s out of 
the running for the job in the bookshop. 2. 


run through 

the action of managing O I now leave the 
running of the firm to my daughter. 
running battle /.rAnig 'bast(o)l/ noun 1. a 
fight which moves around from place to 
place 2. a disagreement that continues for a 
long time 

running commentary /.rAnig 
'kDmont(9)ri/ noun a commentary on an ac¬ 
tion that is carried out while the action is tak¬ 
ing place 

running costs /'rAnig kosts/ plural noun 
the money spent regularly on operating a 
business 

running mate /'rAnig meit/ noun a per¬ 
son such as a vice-president who stands for 
election with another more important candi¬ 
date such as a president 
running total /.rAnig 'tout(o)l/ noun a to¬ 
tal which is carried from one column of fig¬ 
ures to the next 

running water /.rAnig 'woito/ noun wa¬ 
ter which is available in a house through wa¬ 
ter mains and taps 

runny /' rAni/ adj in liquid form □ he’s got a 
runny nose his nose is dripping, perhaps be¬ 
cause he has a cold 

© run off /,i*An 'of/ verb 1. to go away fast 
O He grabbed the watch and ran off down the 
street. 2. to print something using a machine 
O She ran off a few photocopies of the leaflet. 
© run off with /,i*An 'Df wid/ verb 1. to go 
away with someone O He ran off with the girl 
next door and phoned his parents to say they 
had gone to Paris. 2. to steal something and 
go away O She ran off with our petty cash. 
run-of-the-mill /,rAn ov do 'mil/ adj ordi¬ 
nary. Synonym mediocre 
(D run on /'rAn on/ verb 1. to continue o 
The text runs on to the next page. O Does the 
play run on until very late? 2. to use some¬ 
thing as a fuel O The machine runs on 
electricity. 

® run out /,rAn 'aut/ verb □ to run out of 
something to have nothing left of something 
O The car ran out of petrol on the motorway. 
O I must go to the supermarket - we ’re run¬ 
ning out of butter. 

(D run over /,rAn 'ouvo/ verb 1. to knock 
someone down by hitting them with a vehicle 
O She was run over by a taxi. O The car ran 
over a dog. 2. to continue O The description 
of the accident runs over two pages. 
runs /rAnz/ noun a condition in which you 
past solid waste from your body too fre¬ 
quently, and in a liquid form. Synonym 
diarrhoea 

© run through /'rAn 0ru:/ verb 1. to read a 
list rapidly O Let’s run through the agenda 
before the meeting starts to see if there are 
any problem areas. O She ran through the 
paragraph again to make sure she under- 
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stood what it meant. 2. to use up something O 
We have run through our entire stock of wine 
in one weekend. 3. to repeat something O 
Just run through that scene again to see if 
you all know your lines. 

(2) run up /,rAn 'ap/ verb 1. to go up some¬ 
thing quickly on foot O She ran up the stairs 
carrying a thermometer. O The runners have 
to run up the mountain and back again. 2. □ 
to run up to someone to come closer to 
someone quickly on foot O He ran up to the 
policeman and asked him to call an ambu¬ 
lance. 3. to make debts go up quickly O The 
business was running up debts of thousands 
of pounds each week. 4. to sew something 
quickly O I can run up a cushion cover in 
less than an hour. 

run-up /'rAn Ap/ noun 1. a period leading 
up to some event O in the run-up to the elec¬ 
tion 2. (in sport) the run of an athlete before 
jumping or throwing O A long jumper uses 
his run-up to gather speed before jumping. 

® run up against /,rAn 'ap o.genst/ verb 
to find your way blocked by something 
<S> runway /'rAnwei/ noun a track on which 
planes land and take off at an airport 
rupture /'rAptJo/ noun 1. a hernia, a condi¬ 
tion where an organ bulges through a hole or 
weakness in the wall which surrounds it O 
You’ll give yourself a rupture, lifting that 
box! 2. a sudden disagreement which ends 
something such as a discussion O The rup¬ 
ture of the negotiations has ruined any 
chance of peace. 3. a break or burst O We are 
losing pressure - there must be a rupture in 
the pipeline. ■ verb to break or burst o A wa¬ 
ter main ruptured and the centre of town was 
flooded. □ to rupture yourself to give your¬ 
self a hernia O He ruptured himself lifting a 
heavy box. 

(D rural /'ruorol/ adj referring to the coun¬ 
tryside O Rural roads are usually fairly nar¬ 
row. O We live quite close to a town but the 
country round us still looks very rural. 
ruse /ru:z/ noun a clever trick 
© rush /rAj/ noun 1. a fast movement o 
There was a rush of hot air when they opened 
the door. O There has been a rush to change 
pounds to euros. O When the film ended there 
was a rush for the toilets. 2. a type of wild 
grass growing in water O Rushes grow along 
the shores of lakes and rivers. (NOTE: The 
plural in this meaning is rushes.) ■ verb 1. 
to hurry, to go forward fast O The ambulance 
rushed to the accident. O Crowds of shoppers 
rushed to the shops on the first day of the 
sales. □ don’t rush me don’t make me hurry 
O I need time to do this work, please don’t 
rush me. 2. to attack someone suddenly O 
The army decided to rush the guerrillas’ 
headquarters. 


rushed /rA/t/ adj done very quickly. Syn¬ 
onym hurried. Antonym leisurely □ rushed 
off your feet very busy O The cafe was full 
and the waitresses were rushed off their feet. 
rushes /'rAjiz/ plural noun the first prints 
of a film which are shown before being 
edited 

(D rush hour /'rAj auo/ noun a time of day 
when traffic is bad and when trains are full 
rush into /,rAj 'intu:/ verb 1. to go into a 
place quickly O He rushed into the room 
waving a piece of paper. 2. to get into a situa¬ 
tion too quickly, without really thinking O 
They rushed into an alliance with the social¬ 
ists and regretted it immediately. O Don’t 
rush into marriage if you ’re doubtful about 
your partner. 

rush job Tr\j d3Db/ noun a job which has 
to be done fast (NOTE: no plural) 
rusk /rAsk/ noun a hard sweet biscuit given 
to babies to chew on 

Russian roulette /,rAj(o)n rui'let/ noun 
a game played with a revolver containing a 
single bullet: when the gun is fired, players 
do not know if they will be killed 
rust /rASt/ noun a reddish-brown substance 
formed on iron and steel when left in damp 
air O There is a bit of rust on the bonnet of 
the car. Synonym corrosion ■ verb to form 
rust O Don’t leave the hammer and screw¬ 
driver in the rain - they’ll rust. Synonym 
corrode 

rustic /'rAStik/ adj 1. of country style o 
They live in a little rustic cottage on the edge 
of a lake. 2. rough, not elegant O We bought 
a rustic bench and table for eating in the gar¬ 
den. ■ noun someone who lives in the coun¬ 
tryside and is regarded as simple and not well 
educated (dated) o Three rustics sat on a 
bench outside the village pub. 
rustle /'rAs(o)l/ noun the noise of dry 
leaves or pieces of paper rubbing together O 
Listen to the rustle of the dry leaves in the 
hedge. ■ verb to make a soft dry crackling 
noise O Her long skirt rustled as she sat 
down. O Don’t rustle the newspaper when the 
radio is on, I can’t hear it properly. 
rustle up /,rAs(o)l 'ap/ verb to get some¬ 
thing ready quickly (informal) 
rusty /'rASti/ adj 1 . covered with rust o She 
tried to cut the string with a pair of rusty old 
scissors. O He has a rusty old fridge in his 
front garden. 2. out of practice O My German 
used to be good, but it is very rusty now. 
(NOTE: rustier - rustiest) 
rut /rAt/ noun 1 . a deep track made in soft 
earth by the wheels of vehicles O The front 
wheel of the car was stuck in a deep rut. 2. □ 
to get into a rut to start to lead a dull life 
with no excitement (informal) o Go out, see 
friends, travel - don’t allow yourself to get 
into a rut. 
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ruthless /'ru:01os/ adj cruel, with no pity 
for anyone. Antonym merciful 
ruthlessly /'ru:01osli/ adv in a ruthless way 
ruthlessness /'ruiGlosnos/ noun cruelty, 
acting without pity 
RV abbr recreational vehicle 


rye 

rye /rai/ noun 1 . a type of dark brown ce¬ 
real, used to make bread and American whis¬ 
key O They are harvesting the rye today. 2. 
rye whiskey or American whiskey; a glass of 
this whiskey O A large rye and soda, please. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with wry.) 


s 


S /es/, S noun the nineteenth letter of the al¬ 
phabet, between R and T 
S abbr south 

sabbatical /so'b£etik(3)l/ noun leave 
granted to people such as teachers for study 
and travel after a period of work 
sabotage /'s2ebota:3/ noun malicious or 
deliberate destruction o Acts of sabotage 
were committed against the company’s oil in¬ 
stallations. Synonym disruption (NOTE: no 
plural) ■ verb to destroy something, to render 
something useless deliberately O He sabo¬ 
taged the whole plan by passing the details to 
the police. Synonym disrupt 
saboteur /,saeb9't3:/ noun a person who 
commits sabotage. Synonym vandal 
sabre /'seibo/ noun a sword with a curved 
blade (NOTE: The US spelling is saber.) 
sabre-rattling /,seibo 'raetlig/ noun an 
aggressive display or threat of force or mili¬ 
tary action (NOTE: The US spelling is sa¬ 
ber-rattling.) 

sac /saek/ noun a part of an animal or plant 
shaped like a bag 

saccharin /'saeksnn/ noun a substance 
used as a substitute for sugar 
sachet /'saejei/ noun a small plastic or pa¬ 
per bag containing something. Synonym 

envelope 

sack /saek/ noun 1. a large bag made of 
strong cloth or paper, used for carrying heavy 
things O He hurt his back lifting up the sack 
of potatoes. 2. □ to get or to be given the 
sack to be dismissed from a job ( informal) o 
You ’ll get the sack if you talk to people like 
that. 3. the complete destruction of a town O 
the sack of Rome by the barbarians 4. a bed 
□ to hit the sack to go to bed o Come on - 
it’s time to hit the sack. ■ verb 1. to dismiss 
someone from a job O He was sacked be¬ 
cause he was always late for work. 2. to de¬ 
stroy a town completely O The town was 
captured and sacked by the barbarians. 
sacking /'saekig/ noun 1. dismissal from a 
job O The union protested against the sack¬ 
ings. (NOTE: The plural is sackings.) 2. 
coarse material from which sacks are made O 
Hemp is used to make ropes and sacking. 
(NOTE: no plural) 3. old sacks o There’s a 


heap of sacking over there in the corner of 
the warehouse. (NOTE: no plural) 
sacrament /'saekramant/ noun 1. a Chris¬ 
tian religious ceremony O the sacrament of 
marriage 2. the consecrated bread and wine 
taken at Communion 

sacramental / l scekr9'ment(o)l/ adj refer¬ 
ring to the sacrament 

sacred /'seikrid/ adj 1. associated with re¬ 
ligion O The sacred texts were kept locked 
away. □ sacred to the memory of (on a 
gravestone) remembering someone who has 
died 2. holy O The hill is considered sacred 
by the local people. O Hindus believe that 
cattle are sacred. 3. respected O Nothing is 
sacred to a reporter chasing a good story. O 
She believed it was her sacred duty to look 
after his garden while he was away. 
sacred cow /,seikrid 'kau/ noun a belief 
or idea which is not to be criticised 
sacrifice /'saekrifais/ noun 1. a thing 
which you give up to achieve something 
more important O He finally won the compe¬ 
tition, but at great personal sacrifice. O She 
made many financial sacrifices to get her 
children through university. 2. making an of¬ 
fering to a god by killing an animal or person 
O He ordered the sacrifice of two lambs to 
please the gods. 3. an animal offered to a god 
O Cockerels, lambs and goats were all of¬ 
fered as sacrifices to their gods. ■ verb 1. to 
give something up O I have sacrificed my ca¬ 
reer to be able to stay at home and bring up 
my children. O She has sacrificed herself for 
the cause of animal welfare. 2. to offer some¬ 
thing as a sacrifice O The priests sacrificed a 
goat to the goddess. 

sacrificial /, saekri 1 f i J"(s)l/ adj as a sacrifice 
sacrilege /'sa2krilid3/ noun 1. using some¬ 
thing sacred in a way which lacks respect 2. 
doing something which is not considered to 
be correct O He committed the sacrilege of 
serving sweet white wine with steak. 
sacrilegious /.saekri'lidsas/ adj referring 
to sacrilege. Antonym pious 
sacrosanct /'saekrasaepkt/ adj not to be 
criticised or changed 

(D sad /saed/ adj 1. not happy, miserable o 
It’s sad that he can’t come to see us. O He’s 
sad because the holidays have come to an 
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end. O What a sad film - everyone was cry¬ 
ing. O Reading his poems makes me sad. O It 
was sad to leave the house for the last time. O 
He felt sad watching the boat sail away. 2. 
boring, unfashionable O Only sad people col¬ 
lect stamps. (NOTE: sadder - saddest) 
sadden /'saed(9)n/ verb to make someone 
unhappy. Synonym depress. Antonym 
cheer 

saddle /'saed(3)l/ noun 1. a rider’s seat on a 
bicycle or motorbike O She threw her leg 
across the saddle and settled herself behind 
him. O My old saddle was very comfortable 
but this new one is harder. 2. a rider’s seat on 
a horse O He leapt into the saddle and rode 
away. □ in the saddle in command O She’s 
in the saddle now - you have to do what she 
says. 3. a cut of meat from the back of an ani¬ 
mal o saddle of lamb ■ verb 1. to put a sad¬ 
dle on a horse O She quickly saddled her 
pony and rode off. 2. □ to saddle someone 
with something to give someone a difficult 
job or heavy responsibility O He got saddled 
with the job of sorting out the rubbish in the 
loft. O Don’t saddle me with all your 
problems! 

sadhu /'saidu:/ noun in Hinduism, a holy 
man 

sadism /'seidiz(3)m/ noun getting plea¬ 
sure from being cruel. Compare masochism 
sadist /'seidist/ noun a person who gets 
pleasure from being cruel. Compare 

masochist 

sadistic /so'distik/ adj referring to sadism. 
Compare masochistic. Synonym cruel. 
Antonym kind 

sadly /'sasdli/ adv unhappily 
sadness /'sasdnos/ noun a feeling of being 
very unhappy. Synonym unhappiness. Ant¬ 
onym happiness 

s.a.e. abbr self-addressed envelope, 
stamped addressed envelope 
safari /so'fairi/ noun an expedition to pho¬ 
tograph or kill wild animals in Africa. Syn¬ 
onym trek 

safari park /so'fairi pa:k/ noun a park 
where large wild animals are free to run 
about, and visitors drive through in their cars 
to look at them 

<g> safe /seif/ adj 1. not in danger, not likely 
to be hurt O In this cave, we should be safe 
from the thunderstorm. O All the children are 
safe, but the school was burnt down. O A 
building society account is a safe place for 
your money. O Is it safe to touch this snake? 
O It isn’t safe for women to go into the centre 
of town alone at night. 2. □ in safe hands in 
no danger O The guide is very experienced, 
so we are in safe hands. □ safe and sound 
without being hurt or damaged O We all ar¬ 
rived at our destination, safe and sound. O 
The present reached me safe and sound, 


safety curtain 

thanks to the efficiency of the post office. 3. 
certain, which you can rely on O You will be 
fairly safe if you allow half an hour to get to 
Oxford Circus. □ to be on the safe side just 
in case, to be certain O It should only take an 
hour to get to the airport, but let’s give our¬ 
selves an hour and a half, just to be on the 
safe side. ■ noun a strong box for keeping 
things such as documents, money or jewels 
in O Put your valuables in the hotel safe. O 
The burglars managed to open the safe. 
safe area /seif 'eorio/ noun a place which 
is specially protected, e.g. by the armed 
forces 

safe deposit box /seif di'pDzit boks/ 
noun a small box which you can rent to 
hold jewellery or documents in a bank’s 
strongroom 

safeguard /'seifgaid/ noun protection o 
The metal fence is a safeguard against acci¬ 
dents. O There are no safeguards at the mo¬ 
ment to prevent the same mistake being 
made. Antonym hazard ■ verb to protect 
something O Our aim is to safeguard the in¬ 
terests of the widow and children. 
safe haven /seif 'heiv(o)n/ noun a place 
which is safe from attack, where someone is 
protected from danger 

safe keeping /seif 'kiipip/ noun the care 
of something in a safe place 
(D safely /'seifli/ adv 1. without being hurt 
O The rescue services succeeded in getting 
all the passengers safely off the burning 
train. O We were shown how to handle explo¬ 
sives safely. O ‘Drive safely! ’ she said as she 
waved goodbye. 2. without being damaged O 
The cargo was unloaded safely from the sink¬ 
ing ship. 3. without making a mistake or hav¬ 
ing problems O Can we safely say that this is 
a genuine Picasso? O She got safely through 
the first part of her exams. 
safe sex /seif 'seks/ noun having sex in a 
way that avoids transmission of a sexual dis¬ 
ease, e.g. by using a condom and only having 
one sexual partner 

(D safety /'seifti/ noun 1. being safe o The 
police tried to ensure the safety of the public. 
O I am worried about the safety of air bags in 
cars. □ to take safety precautions or safety 
measures to act to make sure something is 
safe O Be sure to take proper safety precau¬ 
tions when handling explosives. 2. □ for 
safety to make something safe, to be safe O 
Put the money in the office safe for safety. O 
Keep a note of the numbers of your travel¬ 
ler ’s cheques for safety. 
safety belt /'seifti belt/ noun a belt which 
you wear in a plane to stop you being hurt if 
there is an accident. Synonym seat belt 
safety curtain /'seifti ,k3it(3)n/ noun a 
fireproof curtain in front of the stage in a 
theatre 
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safety helmet 

safety helmet /'seifti .helmit/ noun a 
solid hat worn by people such as construction 
workers 

safety net /'seifti net/ noun 1 . a net 
stretched under someone such as a tightrope 
walker to catch him or her if he or she falls O 
He was killed when he walked the tightrope 
without a safety net. 2. something which pro¬ 
tects you if things go wrong O He has a sec¬ 
ond job, which is a useful safety net if he is 
made redundant. 

safety pin /'seifti pin/ noun a pin whose 
point fits into a cover when it is fastened, and 
so can’t hurt you 

safety regulations /'seifti regju- 
,leiJ(o)nz/ plural noun rules to make a place 
of work safe for the workers 
safety valve /'seifti vaelv/ noun 1 . a valve 
which allows liquid, gas or steam to escape if 
the pressure becomes too high O There was a 
loud hiss from the safety valve as steam es¬ 
caped from the boiler. 2. a flap in the heart or 
other organ which opens and closes to allow 
liquid to pass in one direction only 3. an ac¬ 
tivity which allows people to get angry or ex¬ 
cited without causing any harm O These 
meetings act as a safety valve for employees 
to complain about the management. 
saffron /'sasfron/ noun an orange-coloured 
powder made from crocus flowers, used in 
cooking to give colour and flavour to food O 
She made rice with saffron. ■ adj or¬ 
ange-coloured O the saffron robes of the 
Buddhist monks 

sag /sseg/ verb to sink or bend in the middle 
under weight or pressure. Synonym droop 
(NOTE: sagged) 

saga /'sa:go/ noun 1. an old story of heroic 
achievement or adventure, especially in Nor¬ 
way and Iceland O the sagas of ancient kings 
of Iceland 2. a long story O I don’t want to 
hear her tell the saga of the accident all over 
again. 

sage /seid 3 / noun 1 . an aromatic herb with 
silvery-green leaves used in cookery □ sage 
and onions, sage and onion stuffing stuff¬ 
ing used especially with roast turkey or pork 
2. an old wise man O The king invited sages 
to his castle to give him advice. ■ adj wise or 
discreet ( literary) o She made some very sage 
remarks. 

Sagittarius /.saedsi'teorios/ noun one of 
the signs of the Zodiac, shaped like an archer, 
covering the period from 22nd November to 
21 st December 
<D said /sed/ 0 say 

(D sail /sell/ noun 1. a piece of cloth which 
catches the wind and drives a boat along O 
The wind dropped so they lowered the sail 
and started to row. O They hoisted the sail 
and set out across the Channel. 2. □ to set 
sail to leave by boat o They set sail for 


France. 3. a trip in a boat O They went for a 
sail down the Thames. (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with sale.) ■ verb 1. to travel on water 
O The ship was sailing towards the rocks. O 
We were sailing east. O He was the first per¬ 
son to sail across the Atlantic single-handed. 
O She’s planning to sail round the world. 2. 
to travel in a sailing boat O He was the first 
person to sail alone across the Atlantic. O 
She's planning to sail round the world. 3. to 
leave harbour O The ferry sails at 12.00. 4. to 
travel smoothly O The car just sailed along 
the motorway. O It’s maddening to see a bus 
sail past just when you ’re getting to the bus 
stop. □ to sail through something to pass an 
examination or test easily O He sailed 
through his driving test. 
sailboard /'seilbo:d/ noun a board with a 
sail, used for travelling across water 
(D sailboat /'seilbout/ noun US same as 
sailing boat 

(D sailing /'seilir)/ noun the departure of a 
ship O There are no sailings to France be¬ 
cause of the strike. O There are three sailings 
every day to Dieppe. 

sailing boat /'seilig bout/ noun a boat 
which uses mainly sails to travel 
sailor /'seilo/ noun 1. a seaman, a person 
who works on a ship O The sailors were 
washing down the deck of the ship. 2. □ she 
is a good sailor or bad sailor she is not lia¬ 
ble or liable to be seasick O He doesn ’t worry 
about the water being rough - he’s a good 
sailor. 

saint /seint/ noun 1. a person who led a 
very holy life, and is recognised by the Chris¬ 
tian Church O There are more than 50 stat¬ 
ues of saints on the west front of the 
cathedral. O St Peter was a fisherman. O Will 
Mother Teresa be made a saint? 2. a very 
good or devoted person O She has the pa¬ 
tience of a saint and never shouts at the chil¬ 
dren. O He may be no saint in his personal 
life but he has the support of the voters. 
(NOTE: abbreviated with names to St /sont/) 
saintly /'seintli/ adj very good, like a saint. 
Antonym evil (NOTE: saintlier - saintliest) 
@ sake noun 1. /seik/ □ for the sake of 
something, for something’s sake for certain 
reasons or purposes, because of something o 
The muggers killed the old lady, just for the 
sake of £20. O For the sake of decency, she 
wrapped a towel round herself. O He’s not 
really hungry, he’s just eating for eating’s 
sake. O They gave the children sweets, just 
for the sake of a little peace and quiet. □ for 
the sake of someone, for someone’s sake 
because you want to help someone or to 
please someone, because you think someone 
needs something O Will you come to the 
party for my sake? O The president decided 
to resign for the sake of the country. □ for 
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old times’ sake in order to remember how 
good the old times were O Let’s have a meal 
together for old times’ sake. □ for heaven’s 
sake, for goodness’ sake used for showing 
you are annoyed, or that something is impor¬ 
tant O What are you screaming for? - It’s 
only a little mouse, for heaven’s sake. O For 
goodness ’ sake tty to be quiet, we don’t want 
the guards to hear us! 2. /'sa:ki/ a Japanese 
rice wine O We had a glass of sake with our 
meal. 

salad /'sastad/ noun a cold food, such as 
vegetables, often served raw and with cold 
meat O a chicken salad sandwich O We found 
some ham, tomatoes and lettuce in the fridge, 
and made ourselves a salad. 
salad bar /'sastad ba:/ noun a bar where 
customers help themselves to a wide variety 
of meat, fish or vegetable salads 
salad bowl /'sastad boul/ noun a special 
bowl for salad 

salad cream /'ssetad kriim/ noun a 
ready-made creamy dressing for salads 
salad dressing /'saetad ,dresip/ noun a 
sauce consisting of a mixture of oil, vinegar 
and herbs or spices, used on salad 
salad servers /'saetad ,s3:voz/ plural 
noun a spoon and fork for serving salad 
salami /so'laimi/ noun a large dry Ital- 
ian-style sausage eaten cold in thin slices 
(D salaried /'saetarid/ adj paid a salary 
<S> salary /'saetari/ noun payment for work, 
made to an employee with a contract of em¬ 
ployment, especially in a professional or of¬ 
fice job O She started work at a low salary, 
but soon went up the salary scale. O The 
company froze all salaries for a six-month 
period. O I expect a salary increase as from 
next month. Synonym income □ her basic 
salary is £20,000 her normal salary without 
extra payments is £20,000 
COMMENT: In Britain and the USA, salaries 
are usually paid monthly but are quoted in 
annual terms. So you say ‘her salary is 
£20,000’, ‘the job carries a salary of 
$50,000’. Although bonuses are paid, a reg¬ 
ular extra month’s salary at Christmas (the 
‘thirteenth month’ in some European coun¬ 
tries) is not common in Britain or the USA. 

<D sale /sell/ noun 1. the act of selling, the 
act of giving an item or doing a service in ex¬ 
change for money O The sale of the house 
produced £200,000. O The shop only opened 
this morning and we’ve just made our first 
sale. 2. an occasion when things are sold at 
cheaper prices O There’s a sale this week in 
the department store along the High Street. O 
I bought these plates for £1 in a sale. O The 
sale price is 50% of the normal price. 3. □ 
for sale ready to be sold o These items are 
not for sale to the general public. O The of¬ 


fice building is for sale at £lm. O I noticed 
there was a for sale ’ sign outside her house. 

□ to offer something for sale, to put some¬ 
thing up for sale to announce that something 
is ready to be sold o They put the factory up 
for sale. 

saleable /'seitab(o)l/ adj easy to sell or ca¬ 
pable of being sold 

saleroom /'seilruim/ noun a room where 
an auction takes place 

(D sales /seilz/ plural noun 1. money which 
a business receives from selling things O The 
business has annual sales of over £250,000. 
O Sales have risen over the first quarter. 2. a 
time when many shops sell goods at low 
prices O The sales start on Saturday. O / 
bought these shirts in the January sales. O 
She bought the cups in the sales or at the 
sales. 

d> sales assistant /'seilz o.sistont/ noun 
a person who sells goods to customers in a 
shop. Synonym salesperson 
sales drive /'seilz draiv/ noun a vigorous 
effort to increase sales 

sales force /'seilz fo:s/ noun a group of 
salesmen 

(§> salesman /'seilzmon/ noun 1. a man 
who sells goods to customers in a shop O The 
salesman is going to show us the latest 
model. 2. a person who represents a com¬ 
pany, selling its products or services to other 
companies (NOTE: The plural is salesmen.) 
salesperson /'seilz,p3:s(9)n/ noun a per¬ 
son who sells goods in a shop 
sales pitch /'seilz pitJV noun a way of 
talking aimed at selling something 
sales representative /'seilz repri- 
.zentotiv/, sales rep /'seilz rep/ noun a 
person who works for a company, showing 
goods or services for sale O We have six sales 
reps calling on accounts in central London. 
sales slip /'seilz slip/ noun a piece of pa¬ 
per showing that an article was bought at a 
certain shop on a certain day 
sales tax /'seilz taeks/ noun a tax to be 
paid on each item sold 

d> saleswoman /'seilzwumon/ noun a 
woman who sells goods to customers in a 
shop (NOTE: The plural is saleswomen 
/'seilzwimin/.) 

salient /'seiltant/ noun a projecting part of 
a fortification or of a line of battle O The bat¬ 
tle for the salient lasted several days. ■ adj 
most important O I asked her to write down 
the salient points of the talk. Synonym no¬ 
ticeable. Antonym minor 
saline /'seilain/ adj containing salt. Syn¬ 
onym salty 

saliva /so'laivo/ noun a fluid in the mouth, 
secreted by the salivary glands, which starts 
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the process of digesting food. Synonym 

spittle 

salivate /'sasliveit/ verb to produce saliva. 
Synonym drool 

sallow /'saslou/ adj slightly yellow, un¬ 
healthy looking (NOTE: sallower - 
sallowest) 

salmon /'saemon/ noun a large fish with 
silver skin and pink flesh that lives in the sea, 
but swims up rivers to produce young in the 
winter ■ adj with a pink colour like salmon o 
We put a salmon wallpaper in the bathroom. 
Salmonella /.saslmo'nelo/ noun a genus of 
bacteria in the intestines, which are usually 
acquired by eating contaminated food, and 
cause typhoid or paratyphoid fever, 
gastroenteritis or food poisoning □ he got 
salmonella poisoning he got an illness 
caused by eating food which was contami¬ 
nated with Salmonella bacteria which de¬ 
velop in the intestines O Five people were 
taken to hospital with salmonella poisoning. 
salon /'scdDn/ noun a shop where people 
can have their hair cut or styled, or have 
beauty treatments 

saloon /so'luin/ noun US a place where al¬ 
coholic drinks are sold (dated) o The con¬ 
versation stopped when the stranger walked 
into the saloon. 

saloon bar /so'luin ba:/ noun a comfort¬ 
able bar in a pub (dated) (NOTE: now usually 
called a lounge bar) 

saloon car /so'luin ka:/ noun a car with 
two or four doors, which can carry four or 
five people 

salsa /'saelso/ noun 1. a spicy sauce made 
with chopped vegetables, of Mexican origin 
2. Latin American dance music combining 
jazz and rock 

(D salt /soilt/ noun 1. white crystals of so¬ 
dium chloride, used to make food taste better 
or to stop roads from freezing □ to take 
something with a pinch of salt not to be¬ 
lieve something entirely O You have to take 
everything she says with a pinch of salt. 2. □ 
he’s the salt of the earth he’s an ordinary 
good honest person O He’s a wonderful man 
- the salt of the earth! ■ adj containing salt O 
The sea is made up only of salt water. ■ verb 
1. to add salt to something O You forgot to 
salt the soup. 2. to spread salt on something 
O They were salting the streets during the 
night. 

salt cellar /'solt ,sel3/ noun a small pot 
containing salt usually with a hole in the top 
so that it can be sprinkled on food (NOTE: 
The US term is salt shaker.) 
salt marsh /'soilt ma:J7 noun a wet land 
covered by the sea at high tide 
d> salt water /soilt 'worts/ noun water 
which contains salt, such as sea water, as op¬ 


posed to fresh water in rivers and lakes O She 
dived into the waves and got a mouthful of 
salt water. O You can float more easily in salt 
water than in a lake. 

saltwater /'soiltwoito/ adj referring to wa¬ 
ter which contains salt 

salty /'soilti/ adj tasting of salt (NOTE: salt¬ 
ier - saltiest) 

salubrious /so'luibrios/ adj healthy and 
pleasant to live in (formal) 
salutary /'saeljut(o)ri/ adj which teaches. 
Synonym beneficial 

salute /so'luit/ noun 1. a movement to ex¬ 
press respect or recognition, especially putt¬ 
ing your right hand up to touch the side of 
your forehead O The officer returned the sol¬ 
dier’s salute. □ to take the salute to be the 
person whom soldiers on parade salute O The 
general took the salute at the march past. 2. 
firing guns to mark an important occasion O 
The birthday of the Queen was marked with a 
21-gun salute. ■ verb 1. to give a salute to 
someone O Ordinary soldiers must salute 
their officers. 2. to praise someone O We sa¬ 
lute the brave firemen who saved the 
children. 

salvage /'sa^vic^/ noun 1. saving a ship or 
cargo from being destroyed 2. goods saved 
from something such as a wreck or a fire o a 
sale of flood salvage items 3. saving rubbish 
for use O a company specialising in the sal¬ 
vage ofplastics from household waste ■ verb 
1. to save something from a wreck or a fire O 
We are selling off a warehouse full of sal¬ 
vaged goods. O We managed to salvage the 
computer discs from the fire. 2. to save some¬ 
thing from loss O The company is trying to 
salvage its reputation after the managing di¬ 
rector was sent to prison for fraud. O The re¬ 
ceiver managed to salvage something from 
the collapse of the company. 

(D salvation /sael'veiJ(o)n/ noun the action 
of saving a person’s soul from sin 
salve /sselv/ noun a healing ointment. Syn¬ 
onym lotion ■ verb □ to do something to 
salve your conscience to do something be¬ 
cause your conscience tells you to do it 
salvo /'saelvou/ noun the simultaneous fir¬ 
ing of several guns in a battle at sea or as a 
salute. Synonym barrage (NOTE: The plural 
is salvos or salvoes.) 

(D same /seim/ adj, pron 1. being, looking, 
sounding, etc., exactly alike O These two 
beers taste the same. O You must get very 
bored doing the same work every day. O She 
was wearing the same dress as me. O This 
book is not the same size as that one. □ to 
stay the same not to change o The weather 
is expect to stay the same for the next few 
days. □ same again, please! please serve us 
the same drinks or food as before (informal) 
□ same here! I agree with you O I can’t 
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stand warm beer - Same here! 2. showing 
that two or more things are in fact one O They 
all live in the same street. O Should we all 
leave at the same time? O Our children go to 
the same school as theirs. 
sameness /'seimnos/ noun monotony, 
lack of variety, being always the same 
same-sex /'seim seks/ adj attracted to 
people of the same sex 
(D sample /'saimpol/ noun a specimen, a 
small part which is used to show what the 
whole is like O a sample of the cloth or a 
cloth sample O Try a sample of the local 
cheese. O He gave a blood sample. O We in¬ 
terviewed a sample of potential customers. 
Synonym example ■ verb 1. to test 
something, to try something by taking a 
small amount O Why don't you sample the 
wine before placing your order? 2. to ask a 
group of people questions to find out a gen¬ 
eral reaction O They sampled 2,000 people at 
random to test the new soap. 
sampler /'saimplo/ noun a piece of em¬ 
broidered cloth, usually with letters, numbers 
and simple pictures, made to show your skill 
at sewing 

sanatorium /.szeno'toiriom/ noun a hos¬ 
pital for the treatment of invalids, especially 
people suffering from tuberculosis. Synonym 
clinic (NOTE: The plural is sanatoriums or 
sanatoria ^szeno'toirio/.) 
sanctify /'saepktifai/ verb to make some¬ 
thing holy. Synonym bless. Antonym 
desecrate 

sanctimonious /.szerjkti'mounios/ adj 
pretending to be holier than you are. Syn¬ 
onym self-righteous 

sanction /'szegkjon/ noun 1 . approval, 
permission O You will need the sanction of 
the local authorities before you can knock the 
house down. 2. □ they imposed economic 
sanctions they placed restrictions on trade 
with a country in order to try to influence its 
political development ■ verb to approve 
something O The committee sanctioned the 
expenditure of £1.2m on the development 
project. Synonym authorise. Antonym veto 
sanctity /'saer)ktiti/ noun holiness 
sanctuary /'szepktjuori/ noun 1 . a place 
of safety O The church became a sanctuary 
for illegal immigrants. O People escaping 
from the revolutionary troops sought sanctu¬ 
ary in the church. 2. a place for the protec¬ 
tion of wild animals or birds O They 
established several bird sanctuaries near the 
sea. 3. a holy place O the ruins of the sanctu¬ 
ary of the goddess Athene 4. a part of a 
church where the high altar is placed O The 
priest turned towards the altar and stepped 
into the sanctuary. (NOTE: The plural is 
sanctuaries.) 


(D sand /szend/ noun a mass of tiny bits of 
rock found on beaches and in the desert O a 
beach of fine white sand O the black sand 
beaches of the Northern coast of New Zea¬ 
land o He kicked sand in my face. ■ verb 1 . 
sand, sand down to rub something smooth 
O They sanded the floor before polishing it. 
2. to spread sand on something O Trucks 
have been out all night sanding the 
motorways. 

sandal /'saend(o)l/ noun a light shoe with 
an open top 

sandbag /'saendbzeg/ noun a bag filled 
with sand and used as a protection 
sandbank /'szendbzepk/ noun an area of 
sand in the sea or a river 
sand castle /'szend ,ka:s(3)l/ noun a little 
castle of sand made by children on a beach 
sand dune /'szend djuin/ noun an area of 
sand blown by the wind into small hills and 
ridges which have very little soil or 
vegetation 

Sander /'saendo/ noun a machine for 
sanding 

sandpaper /'szendpeipo/ noun thick paper 
covered with sand used for smoothing rough 
surfaces O Use fine sandpaper if you want to 
get a very smooth finish. ■ verb to rub some¬ 
thing smooth with sandpaper O He sandpa¬ 
pered the door before painting it. 
sandpit /'szendpit/ noun a place in a gar¬ 
den, with sand where children can play 
sands /szendz/ plural noun an area of sandy 
beach 

sandstone /'szendstoun/ noun a type of 
reddish-brown rock, formed of tiny pieces of 
sand 

sandstorm /'szendstoim/ noun a high 
wind in the desert, which carries large 
amounts of sand with it 
(D sandwich /'saenwid 3 / noun a snack 
made with two slices of bread with meat, 
cheese, etc. and sometimes salad between 
them O She ordered a cheese sandwich and a 
cup of coffee. O What sort of sandwiches do 
you want to take for your lunch? O I didn ’t 
have a big meal - just a sandwich with some 
beer in the pub. ■ verb to put something be¬ 
tween two others O I stood all the way home 
on the Underground, sandwiched between 
two fat men. 

sandwich bar /'saenwid 3 ba:/ noun a 
small shop which mainly sells sandwiches 
sandwich course /'saendwid 3 ko:s/ 
noun an education course where students 
spend time working in an office or factory 
between periods of study at a college 
(D sandy /'szendi/ adj covered with sand 
(NOTE: sandier - sandiest) 
sane /sein/ adj not mad (NOTE: saner - 
sanest) 


sang 

@ sang /saerj/i) sing 
sanguine /'sasrjgwin/ adj confident, opti¬ 
mistic. Antonym pessimistic 
sanitary /'saenit(3)ri/ adj referring to hy¬ 
giene or to health. Synonym hygienic. Ant¬ 
onym insanitary 

sanitary towel /'saemt(9)ri ,tauol/, sani¬ 
tary napkin /'saemt(9)ri .naepkin/ noun a 
pad of absorbent cotton used by a woman to 
absorb blood during her period 
sanitation /.saeni'teij^n/ noun being hy¬ 
gienic, especially referring to public hygiene 
and the removal of household waste and 
sewage 

sanitise /'saem.taiz/, sanitize verb to 
make something less likely to offend people 
sanity /'sasniti/ noun the state of being 
sane 

<D sank /saerjk/ 1 > sink 
Santa Claus /.sasnto 'kloiz/ noun Father 
Christmas O The children whooped with de¬ 
light when Santa Claus came in carrying a 
big sack full of toys. 

sap /saep/ noun the liquid which flows in¬ 
side plants and trees O They cut a notch in the 
bark of the tree and the sap ran out. ■ verb 
to make something weaker O His strength 
was sapped by the cold. (NOTE: sapping - 
sapped) 

sapling /'saeplirj/ noun a young tree 
sapphire /'sasfaio/ noun a bright blue pre¬ 
cious stone 

sarcasm /'sa:kaez(3)m/ noun sharp un¬ 
pleasant remarks which mean the opposite of 
what they say 

sarcastic /sai'kasstik/ adj using sarcasm 
sarcastically /sai'kaestikli/ adv in a sar¬ 
castic way 

sardine /sai'diin/ noun a small silvery fish 
which can be eaten fresh, or commonly 
bought in tins □ packed (together) like sar¬ 
dines standing or sitting very close together 
O In the rush hour we were packed like sar¬ 
dines on the Underground. 
sardonic /safdonik/ adj scornful, show¬ 
ing you feel superior to someone. Synonym 
mocking 

sari /' saxri/ noun a long piece of cloth, espe¬ 
cially silk, which Indian women wear 
wrapped round their bodies 
sarong /so 1 rot)/ noun a cloth worn 
wrapped round the waist or under the arms 
by South East Asian men and women 
sash /sa 2 j/ noun 1. an ornamental scarf or 
belt O In France, mayors wear a red, white 
and blue sash. 2. a wooden frame holding 
panes of glass 
d> sat /saet/ 1 > sit 

SAT /saet/ noun in the USA, a pre-college 
test (trademark of the College Entrance Ex¬ 


satisfy 

amination Board) Full form Scholastic 
Aptitude Test, t SATs 
Satan /'seit(9)n/ noun the Devil 
Satanic /so'tcemk/ adj referring to Satan 
satanism /'seit(9)n,iz(3)m/ noun the wor¬ 
ship of Satan 

satchel /'saetjbl/ noun a small leather or 
canvas bag carried on your shoulders, used 
mainly by schoolchildren 
satellite /'sastolait/ noun 1 . a device that 
orbits the Earth, receiving and transmitting 
signals, pictures and data O The signals are 
transmitted by satellite all round the world. 
2. a body in space which goes round a planet 
O The Moon is the only satellite of the Earth. 
satellite dish /'saetolait dij/ noun an ae¬ 
rial, shaped like a large saucer, used to cap¬ 
ture satellite broadcasts 
satellite television /,saet(o)lait 
'telivi3(3)n/ noun television programmes 
broadcast using satellite technology 
satin /'s£etin/ noun a silk material with a 
glossy surface o She bought some black satin 
to make a dress. ■ adj made of satin o She 
wore little red satin slippers. 
satire /'saetaio/ noun 1. a way of attacking 
people in speaking or writing by making 
them seem ridiculous O his use of satire in 
his weekly political column 2. a piece of writ¬ 
ing which criticises people by making them 
seem ridiculous O ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ is a 
satire on 18th-century England. 
satirical /so'tirik(9)l/ adj making use of 
satire. Synonym mocking 
satirise /'sastoraiz/, satirize verb to attack 
someone or something in a way which makes 
them seem ridiculous. Synonym mock 
satirist /'saetorist/ noun a person who 
writes or performs satires 
<D satisfaction /.saetis'fzekjon/ noun 1 . a 
good feeling; a sense of comfort or happiness 
O After finishing his meal he gave a deep 
sigh of satisfaction. O I get no satisfaction 
from telling you this - you ’re fired. 2. pay¬ 
ment of money or goods to someone, who 
then agrees to stop a claim against you O 
They demanded satisfaction from the driver 
of the other car. 

satisfactorily /, saet is 'f aekt (9)rili/ adv in a 
satisfactoiy way 

satisfactory /.saetis'fcekt^ri/ adj quite 
good, which satisfies. Synonym acceptable. 
Antonym unsatisfactory 
<D satisfied /'saetisfaid/ adj contented. 
Antonym dissatisfied □ satisfied customer 
a customer who has got what he wanted 
(D satisfy /'sastisfai/ verb 1 . to make some¬ 
one pleased with what he or she has pur¬ 
chased, or with the service he or she has 
received o The council’s decision should sat¬ 
isfy most people. O Our aim is to satisfy our 
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customers. 2. □ to satisfy a demand to fill a 
demand O We cannot produce enough to sat¬ 
isfy the demand for the product. □ to satisfy 
yourself to make sure of something o The 
buyer must satisfy himself that the car is in 
good condition. 3. to comply with conditions 
O The payments received so far do not satisfy 
the conditions attached to the contract. 

<S> satisfying /'saetisfanrj/ adj which 
satisfies 

SATs /saets/ noun in the UK, national tests 
taken at various ages during secondary 
school. Full form Standard Assessment 
Tests 

satsuma /scet'suimo/ noun a type of small 
orange, with peel which is easily removed 
saturate /'saetjoreit/ verb to fill something 
with the maximum amount of a liquid or sub¬ 
stance which can be absorbed 
saturated /'ssetjoreitid/ adj 1. as full of a 
liquid or other substance as can be absorbed 
O The ground is saturated and we can ’t start 
ploughing yet. O It is a marginal seat, and 
has been saturated with election posters. 2. 
containing an overwhelming amount of 
something O The media are saturated with 
scenes of violence. □ the market for home 
computers is saturated there are too many 
home computers available for the number of 
people who want to buy them 
saturated fat /.saetjoreitid 'faet/ noun 
butter and other types of animal fat, which 
contain the largest amount of hydrogen 
possible 

saturation ^saetJs'reiJXaJn/ noun the act 
of filling something to the maximum amount 
possible 

saturation point /.saetJa'reiJX^n point/ 
noun a level at which no more of something 
can be absorbed 

(D Saturday /'sastodei/ noun the sixth day 
of the week, the day between Friday and 
Sunday O We arranged to meet up on Satur¬ 
day. O He works in a shop, so Saturday is a 
normal working day for him. O We go shop¬ 
ping in London most Saturdays. O Saturday 
is the Jewish day of rest. O Today is Satur¬ 
day, November 15th. O The 15th is a Satur¬ 
day, so the 16th must be a Sunday. 
satyr /'sasto/ noun a classical god living in 
woods, with a human body, but with legs of a 
goat (NOTE: Do not confuse with satire.) 
sauce /so:s/ noun a liquid with a particular 
taste, poured over food ( informal) o spa¬ 
ghetti with meat and tomato sauce O ice 
cream with chocolate sauce O We had 
chicken with a barbecue sauce. O The wait¬ 
ress put a bottle of tomato sauce on the table. 
O We had roast duck and orange sauce for 
dinner. 

(D saucepan /'soispon/ noun a deep metal 
cooking pan with a lid and a long handle 


save 

<D saucer /'soiso/ noun a shallow dish 
which a cup stands in □ a saucer of milk 
milk put in a saucer, usually for a cat to drink 
saucily /'soisili/ adv cheekily 
saucy /'soisi/ adj cheeky. Synonym impu¬ 
dent (NOTE: saucier - sauciest) 
sauna /'soino/ noun 1 . a bath taken by sit¬ 
ting in a room filled with very hot steam O 
We all had a sauna and then went for a swim 
in the lake. 2. a room where you can have a 
very hot steam bath O There is a sauna in the 
basement of the hotel. 

saunter /'saints/ noun a stroll, slow walk 
O We went for a saunter along the sea front. 
■ verb to walk slowly, to stroll o She saun¬ 
tered into the bar and ordered a whisky. 

<D sausage /'sDSid 3 / noun a tube of edible 
skin full of minced and seasoned meat 
sausage roll /,sDsid 3 'raul/ noun a small 
roll of pastry with a piece of sausage or some 
sausagemeat inside 

saute /'sautei/ adj fried quickly in a little 
fat O Do you want saute potatoes or new po¬ 
tatoes with your fish? ■ verb to fry some¬ 
thing in a little fat O She sauteed some 
potatoes to go with the meat. (NOTE: 
sauteing - sauteed) 

savage /'saevid 3 / adj very fierce or violent 
O The dog injured him in a savage attack. ■ 
noun a person from a culture that is not con¬ 
sidered civilised ( dated offensive) o How 
could he turn into such a savage and attack 
her like that? ■ verb to attack someone with 
teeth O He was savaged by an Alsatian. 
savagely /'saevid 3 li/ adv in a savage way 
savagery /'sasvid 3 (a)ri/ noun being sav¬ 
age. Synonym cruelty 

savanna /sa'vasna/, savannah noun a dry 
grass-covered plain with few trees, usually 
referring to the grasslands of South America 
and Africa 

(D save /seiv/ noun (in football) the act of 
stopping the ball from going into the net O 
The goalkeeper made a brilliant save, and 
the result was that the match was drawn. ■ 
verb 1 . to stop someone from being hurt or 
killed O The firefighters saved six people 
from the burning house. O How many pas¬ 
sengers were saved when the ferry sank? □ 
she saved my life she helped me and pre¬ 
vented me from being killed 2. to stop some¬ 
thing from being damaged O We managed to 
save most of the paintings from the fire. 3. to 
keep things such as money, food or other ar¬ 
ticles so that you can use them later o If you 
save £10 a week, you ’ll have £520 at the end 
of a year. O They save old pieces of bread to 
give to the ducks in the park. O He saves bits 
of string in case he may need them later. 4. 
not to waste something such as time or 
money O By walking to work, he saves £25 a 
week in bus fares. O She took the parcel her- 
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self so as to save the cost ofpostage, o If you 
have your car serviced regularly it will save 
you a lot of expense in the future. O Going by 
air saves a lot of time. 5. to store data on a 
computer disk O Don’t forget to save your 
files when you have finished working on 
them. 6. (in football) to stop an opponent 
from scoring O The goalkeeper saved two 
goals. ■ prep, conj except for o Everyone 
was there, save Richard, who was ill. 

3) save on /'seiv on/ verb not to waste 
something, to use less of something 
saver /'servo/ noun 1. a person who saves 
money O All savers will receive a bonus this 
year. 2. a special offer or ticket which allows 
you to buy something at a lower price O 
Among this week's savers are baked beans at 
50p. O Saver tickets are not valid on trains 
before 9.30. 

3) save up /,seiv 'ap/ verb not to spend the 
money you get because you are keeping it for 
a special purpose 

(D saving /'seivig/ noun using less o We 
are aiming for a 10% saving in fuel. Syn¬ 
onym economy ■ suffix which uses less □ 
an energy-saving or labour-saving device a 
machine which saves energy or labour 
saving grace /'seivig greis/ noun a qual¬ 
ity or feature which makes a situation less 
bad than it seemed 

3) savings /'seivirjz/ plural noun 1. money 
which you have saved O He put all his sav¬ 
ings into a building society account. O She 
spent all her savings on a round-the-world 
trip. 2. money which you do not need to 
spend because of a price reduction O There 
are incredible savings on flights to Florida. 
savings account /'seivirjz o.kaunt/ 
noun a bank account where you can put 
money in regularly and which pays interest, 
often at a higher rate than a deposit account 
savings bank /'seivirjz basrjk/ noun a 
bank where you can deposit money and re¬ 
ceive interest on it 

saviour /'servjo/ noun 1. □ our Saviour 

Jesus Christ 2. a person who saves people O 
He was called the Saviour of the West. 

(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is sav¬ 
ior.) 

savour /'seivo/ noun 1. a characteristic 
pleasant taste O Some Greek soups have a sa¬ 
vour of lemon. 2. a feeling of excitement and 
interest O Office life seems to have lost some 
of its savour for her. ■ verb 1. to appreciate 
or enjoy something O He ate slowly, savour¬ 
ing his meal. O The general stood at the top 
of the hill, savouring his victory. 2. □ to sa¬ 
vour of to have a suggestion of something 
bad O The whole project savours of tax eva¬ 
sion to me. (NOTE: [all senses] The US spell¬ 
ing is savor.) 


saying 

savoury /'seivori/ adj 1. with a salty taste, 
or other taste which is not sweet O I don’t 
particularly like sweets, I prefer savoury 
things. 2. □ not savoury unattractive and un¬ 
pleasant O The bar doesn't have a very sa¬ 
voury reputation. O Seeing all those fat men 
in the sauna was not a very savoury sight. ■ 
noun a little salty snack O They served little 
savouries with the aperitifs. (NOTE: [all 
senses] The US spelling is savory.) 
savvy /'ssevi/ noun practical knowledge ■ 
adj well informed 

saw /so:/ noun a tool with a long metal 
blade with teeth along its edge, used for cut¬ 
ting O He was cutting logs with a saw. O My 
saw doesn’t cut very well — it needs sharpen¬ 
ing. ■ verb 1. to cut something with a saw o 
She was sawing wood. O They sawed the old 
tree into pieces. O You will need to saw that 
piece of wood in half. (NOTE: sawing - 
sawed - has sawn /so:n/) 2. » see 
sawdust /'so:dASt/ noun powder produced 
when you saw wood 

sawmill /'soimil/ noun a factory where 
wood is cut into planks by machines 
sawn-off shotgun /,so:n Df 'JbtgAn/ 
noun a gun with the barrel cut short (NOTE: 
The US term is sawed-off shotgun.) 
saw off /,so: 'of/ verb to cut something off 
with a saw 

sax /szeks/ noun a saxophone ( informal ) 
saxophone /'saeksofoun/ noun a large 
brass musical instrument with keys 
saxophonist /saek'sDfomst/ noun a saxo¬ 
phone player 

3) say /sei/ noun a right to speak about 
something O The children have no say in the 
matter. O She always wants to have the final 
say in an argument. O They will all expect to 
have their say in choosing the new leader. ■ 
verb 1 . to speak words O I was just saying 
that we never see James any more. O What's 
she saying? - I don't know, I don 7 under¬ 
stand Dutch. O She says the fee is £3 per per¬ 
son. O Don 7 forget to say ‘thank you ’ after 
the party. O The weather forecast said it was 
going to rain and it did. 2. to give informa¬ 
tion in writing O The letter says that we owe 
the bank £200. O The notice says that you are 
not allowed to walk on the grass. 3. to sug¬ 
gest something O Choose any number - 
(let’s) say eighteen. O Let’s have another 
meeting next week - shall we say Thursday? 
(NOTE: says /sez/ - saying - said /sed/ - 
has said) ■ interj US to show surprise o 
Say! haven 7 we met someplace before? 

(D saying /’sent]/ noun a phrase which is 
often used to describe an aspect of everyday 
life. Synonym proverb □ as the saying goes 
as expressed by a traditional phrase O ‘More 
haste, less speed ’ as the saying goes. 
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say-so 

say-SO /'sei sou/ noun permission (infor¬ 
mal) Synonym authorisation. Antonym 
veto 

scab /skasb/ noun 1. a crust of dry blood 
which fonns over a wound and protects it O 
The scab fell off where he had grazed his 
knee. 2. a worker who goes on working when 
there is a strike o We don’t want scabs here. 
scabbard /'skaebod/ noun a sheath, a 
cover for a dagger or sword. Synonym 
sheath 

scaffold /'skaefould/ noun a wooden plat¬ 
form on which an execution takes place 
scaffolding /'skasfoldir)/ noun a construc¬ 
tion of poles and planks which make a series 
of platforms for workmen to stand on while 
working (NOTE: no plural) 
scald /skoild/ verb to bum a part of the 
body with hot liquid or steam 
scalding /'skoildir)/ adj very hot 
(D scale /skeil/ noun 1 . a proportion used to 
show a large object in a smaller form O a 
map with a scale of 1 to 100,000 O a scale 
model of the new town centre development O 
The architect’s design is drawn to scale. 2. a 
measuring system which is graded into vari¬ 
ous levels O The Richter scale is used to 
measure earthquakes. 3. □ large scale, small 
scale working with large or small amounts of 
things such as investment or staff □ to start 
in business on a small scale to start in busi¬ 
ness with a small staff, few products, little 
capital 4. a thin plate protecting the skin of 
fish and snakes O Don’t forget to scrape the 
scales off the sardines before you grill them. 
5. a series of musical notes arranged in a ris¬ 
ing or falling order O She practises her scales 
every morning. ■ verb 1. to climb up some¬ 
thing O Six climbers tried to scale the north 
face of the mountain. 2. □ to scale up, to 
scale down to increase or to reduce in pro¬ 
portion O Not enough students have passed 
the exam, so the marks will have to be scaled 
up. O The company is scaling down its opera¬ 
tions in Bangkok. 

(D scales /skeilz/ plural noun a weighing 
machine □ to tip the scales at to weigh a par¬ 
ticular amount O He tipped the scales at 
2101b. 

scallop /'skDlop/ noun a type of shellfish 
with a pair of semicircular flat shells O We 
had scallops fried in butter. 
scalp /skaelp/ noun the skin which covers 
the skull O He was taken to hospital with a 
scalp wound. O Rubbing the scalp will en¬ 
courage your hair to grow. ■ verb 1. to cut 
off the scalp of an enemy o They killed the 
settlers and scalped them. 2. US to sell tick¬ 
ets at a very high price 

scalpel /'skaslpol/ noun a sharp pointed 

knife used in surgery 

scaly /'skeili/ adj covered in scales 


scam /skaem/ noun a case of fraud (slang) 
Synonym con 

scamper /'skasmpo/ verb to run fast with 
little steps. Synonym scurry. Antonym 
dawdle 

scampi /'skaempi/ plural noun large 
prawns (NOTE: can be followed by a singular 
or plural verb) 

scan /skaen/ verb 1 . to look very carefully 
at something all over O We scanned the hori¬ 
zon but no ships were to be seen. O He 
scanned the map to try to find Cambridge 
Road. 2. to pass a radar beam over an area O 
First they scanned the right side of the brain. 
3. to pass X-rays through part of the body O 
The hospital has decided to re-examine all 
patients who have been scanned over the last 
year. 4. to examine a drawing or text and 
produce computer data from it electronically 
O They scanned the text of the book using a 
hand-held scanner. 5. to analyse a line of po¬ 
etry to identify the rhythm O Some modern 
poetry is impossible to scan. 6. (of poetry) to 
fit a regular rhythm O The second line of the 
poem doesn’t scan. (NOTE: scanning - 
scanned) ■ noun 1. the examination of part 
of the body by passing X-rays through the 
body and analysing the result in a computer 
O She went to have a scan after ten weeks of 
pregnancy. 2. a picture of part of the body 
shown on a screen, derived by computers 
from X-rays 3. the examination of an image 
or an object to obtain data O A heat scan will 
quickly show which component is 
overheating. 

scandal /'skaend(o)l/ noun 1. talking about 
wrong things someone is supposed to have 
done O Have you heard the latest scandal 
about him? 2. a wrong action that produces a 
general feeling of public anger O The govern¬ 
ment was brought down by the scandal of the 
emperor’s diamonds. O It’s a scandal that 
her parents never allowed her to go to 
university. 

scandalise /'skasndolaiz/, scandalize 

verb to make people angry by doing some¬ 
thing which they think is wrong. Synonym 
horrify. Antonym impress 
scandalous /'skaendolos/ adj which is 
shameful and wrong. Synonym shocking. 
Antonym admirable 

Scandinavian /.skaendi'neivion/ adj re¬ 
ferring to Scandinavia O We often think of 
Scandinavian women as being tall with fair 
hair. □ he is studying Scandinavian lan¬ 
guages at university he’s studying lan¬ 
guages such as Swedish, Danish, Finnish and 
Norwegian at university ■ noun a person 
from Scandinavia 

(§> scanner /'skaeno/ noun 1. a machine 
which scans part of the body O The hospital 
has acquired the most up-to-date scanner. 2. 
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an electronic device that scans, especially a 
device that scans images or text and converts 
them to computer data o We used a small 
hand-held scanner to get the photos onto our 
computer system. 

scant /skaent/ adj not enough. Synonym 
slight. Antonym extensive 
scantily /'skaentili/ adv □ scantily dressed 
with very few clothes on 
scanty /'skaenti/ adj small, not big enough 
(NOTE: scantier - scantiest) 
scapegoat /'skeipgout/ noun a person 
who carries the blame for someone else 
scapula /'skaepjulo/ noun a shoulderblade, 
one of the two large flat bones covering the 
top part of your back 

scar /ska:/ noun a mark left on the skin af¬ 
ter a wound has healed O He still has the 
scars of his operation. ■ verb 1 . to leave a 
mark on the skin O He was scarred for life as 
a result of the accident. 2. to leave a mark on 
the mind of someone O The bullying she re¬ 
ceived at school has scarred her for ever. 
(NOTE: scarring - scarred) 
scarce /skeos/ adj 1 . not enough for the 
amount needed O This happened at a period 
when food was scarce. O Good designers are 
getting scarce. 2. □ to make oneself scarce 
to hide, to keep out of someone’s way (infor¬ 
mal) 

(D scarcely /'skeosli/ adv almost not. Syn¬ 
onym barely. Antonym fully □ scarcely 
anyone almost no one O Scarcely anyone 
bought tickets for the show. 
scarcity /'skeositi/ noun a lack of some¬ 
thing, the state of being scarce 
scare /skeo/ noun a fright o What a scare 
you gave me - jumping out at me in the dark 
like that! Antonym reassurance ■ verb to 
frighten someone O The thought of travelling 
alone across Africa scares me. O She was 
scared by the spider in the bathroom. Ant¬ 
onym reassure □ to scare the life out of 
someone to frighten someone completely (in¬ 
formal) □ to scare away to frighten some¬ 
thing so that it goes away O The cat has 
scared all the birds away from the garden. 
scarecrow /'skeokrou/ noun a figure 
made to look like a person, dressed in old 
clothes, and put up in a field to frighten the 
birds 

(D scared /skeod/ adj frightened o Don’t be 
scared - the snake is harmless. O She was too 
scared to answer the door. O I’m scared at 
the idea of driving in London’s rush-hour 
traffic. O She looked round with a scared ex¬ 
pression. Antonym fearless □ scared stiff 
so frightened that you cannot move O I was 
scared stiff when I saw the children playing 
at the top of the cliff. 


scarf /ska:f/ noun 1 . a long piece of cloth 
which is worn round your neck to keep your¬ 
self warm O Take your scarf — it’s snowing. 
2. a square piece of cloth which can be worn 
over the head, especially of a woman O Put a 
scarf over your head - it’s windy outside. 
(NOTE: The plural is scarves /skaivz/.) 
scarlet /'skailot/ adj brilliant red 
scarves /skaivz/ 1 > scarf 
scary /'skeori/ adj frightening (informal) 
Antonym reassuring (NOTE: scarier - 
scariest) 

scathing /'skeidir)/ adj very critical. Syn¬ 
onym scornful. Antonym complimentary 

scatter /'skasto/ verb 1. to throw some¬ 
thing in various places O The crowd scat¬ 
tered flowers all over the path. 2. to run in 
different directions O When the police ar¬ 
rived, the children scattered. 
scatterbrain /'skaetobrein/ noun a person 
who often forgets things 
scatterbrained /'skcetobreind/ adj often 
forgetting things. Synonym absent-minded 
<D scattered /'skaetod/ adj spread out over 
a wide area 

(D scattering /'sksetorir)/ noun a small 
quantity or number of things. Synonym 

handful 

scavenge /'skaevind 3 / verb 1. to feed on 
dead and decaying matter O Vultures live by 
scavenging on the corpses of animals which 
have died in the desert. 2. to get food or other 
useful items from rubbish O Children were 
scavenging for food in the heaps of rubbish 
round the city. 

scavenger /'sk£evmd 30 / noun an animal 
which feeds on dead animals, dead plants or 
refuse left by other animals 
scenario /si'nairiou/ noun 1. a written 
draft of a film with details of things such as 
the plot, the characters and the scenes O He 
wrote the scenario for ‘Gone with the Wind ’. 
2. the general way in which you think some¬ 
thing may happen O The worst scenario 
would be if she wanted to come on holiday 
with us. (NOTE: The plural is scenarios.) 

® scene /siin/ noun 1. a short part of a play 
or film O Did you like the scene where he is 
trying to climb up the skyscraper? O It was 
one of the funniest scenes I have ever seen. 2. 
□ behind the scenes without being obvious, 
without many people knowing O She helped 
her mother a lot behind the scenes. 3. a place 
where something has happened O The fire 
brigade were on the scene very quickly. O It 
took the ambulance ten minutes to get to the 
scene of the accident. O A photographer was 
at the scene to record the ceremony. 4. a gen¬ 
eral area in which something happens O The 
British political scene has changed radically 
over the last twelve months. O He’s king of 
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the pop music scene. □ it’s not my scene it’s 
not the sort of thing I usually do or like 5. a 
view O He took a photo of the scene from the 
hotel window. 6. a display of angry emotion 
O She made a terrible scene when she discov¬ 
ered the truth. O I can’t stand it when people 
make scenes. 

scenery /'siinori/ noun 1. the features of 
the countryside O the beautiful scenery of the 
Lake District 2. a painted cloth background 
used to imitate things such as real buildings, 
rooms and landscapes on the stage in a thea¬ 
tre O They lowered the scenery onto the 
stage. O In between the acts all the scenery 
has to be changed. (NOTE: no plural) 
scenic /'si:mk/ adj referring to beautiful 
scenery. Synonym picturesque. Antonym 
unsightly 

scent /sent/ noun 1. a pleasant smell of 
something which you can recognise O the 
scent of roses in the cottage garden 2. per¬ 
fume O That new scent of yours makes me 
sneeze. 3. a smell □ on the scent of follow¬ 
ing a trail left by O The dogs followed, on the 
scent of the robbers. □ to put someone off 
the scent to give someone wrong informa¬ 
tion so as to mislead them O She tried to put 
the reporters off the scent by saying that her 
husband had gone into hospital. ■ verb 1. to 
give something a pleasant smell O The lava¬ 
tory cleaner is scented with pine. 2. to dis¬ 
cover something by smelling O Dogs can 
scent rabbits in holes in the ground. 3. to be¬ 
gin to feel that something exists O The team 
raced forward, scenting victory. (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with cent, sent.) 
scented /'sentid/ adj with a pleasant scent. 
Synonym perfumed 

sceptic /'skeptik/ noun 1. a person who 
doubts the truth of religion O In the area of 
religious belief, he is something of a sceptic. 
2. a person who always doubts the truth of 
what he or she is told O I am a sceptic when it 
comes to astrology. (NOTE: [all senses] The 
US spelling is skeptic.) 

© sceptical /'skeptik(o)l/ adj doubtful, 
who doubts (NOTE: The US spelling is skep¬ 
tical.) 

sceptically /'skeptikli/ adv doubtfully 
(NOTE: The US spelling is skeptically.) 
scepticism / l skepti l siz(o)rn/ noun doubt 
or uncertainty (NOTE: The US spelling is 

skepticism.) 

sceptre /'septa/ noun a gold stick covered 
with precious stones, carried by an emperor, 
king or queen (NOTE: The US spelling is 

scepter.) 

© schedule /'Jed 3 Uil/ noun 1. a timetable, 
a plan of times drawn up in advance O He 
has a busy schedule of appointments. O Her 
personal assistant tried to fit me into her 
schedule. □ to be ahead of schedule to be 
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early O The building of the hotel was 
completed ahead of schedule. □ to be on 
schedule to be on time O The flight is on 
schedule. □ to be behind schedule to be late 
O I am sorry to say that we are three months 
behind schedule. 2. a list of times of depar¬ 
ture and arrival of forms of transport such as 
trains, planes or coaches O The summer 
schedules have been published. 3. a 
programme or list of events O the schedule of 
events for the music festival 4. a list, espe¬ 
cially of documents attached to a contract O 
the schedule of territories to which an insur¬ 
ance policy applies O Please find enclosed 
our schedule of charges. ■ verb 1. to put 
something on an official list O See the list of 
scheduled prices. O The house has been 
scheduled as an ancient monument. 2. to ar¬ 
range the times for something O The building 
is scheduled for completion in May. O The 
flight is scheduled to arrive at six o ’clock. O 
We have scheduled the meeting for Tuesday 
morning. 

scheduled flight /'Jed 3 u:ld flait/ noun a 
flight which is in the airline timetable 
scheduled service /Jed3u:ld 's3ivis/ 
noun a regular bus or train service 
schematic /skii'msetik/ adj laid out like a 
diagram 

(D scheme /ski:m/ noun 1. a plan for mak¬ 
ing something work O She joined the com¬ 
pany pension scheme. O He has thought up 
some scheme for making money very quickly. 
2. an arrangement O the colour scheme in the 
living room ■ verb to plan something in se¬ 
cret O She spent most of her time in the office 
scheming against the finance department. O 
They have been scheming to buy the shop 
cheaply. 

schemer /'skiimo/ noun a person who 
plots. Synonym plotter 
schizophrenia /.skitsou'friinio/ noun a 
mental disorder where the patient withdraws 
from other people, has delusions and seems 
to lose contact with the real world 
schizophrenic /.skitsou'fremk/ noun, 
adj (a person) who is affected by 
schizophrenia 

scholar /'skolo/ noun 1 . a learned person o 
He is a well-known scholar of medieval 
French history. 2. a student at school or uni¬ 
versity who has a scholarship O Because I 
was a scholar my parents didn’t have to pay 
any fees. 

scholarly /'skololi/ adj referring to serious 
study at a high level. Synonym learned. Ant¬ 
onym lowbrow 

scholarship /'skDlo/ip/ noun 1. money 
given to someone to help pay for the cost of 
his or her study O The college offers scholar¬ 
ships to attract the best students. O She got or 
won a scholarship to carry out research into 
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causes of cancer. 2. a deep learning O The 
article shows sound scholarship. (NOTE: no 
plural in this meaning) 

scholastic /sko'laestik/ adj referring to 
schools or teaching methods. Synonym 

educational 

Scholastic Aptitude Test /sko.lasstik 
'aeptit juid test/ noun US full form of SAT 
(D school /skuil/ noun 1. a place where stu¬ 
dents, usually children, are taught O Our lit¬ 
tle boy is four, so he ’ll be going to school this 
year. O Some children start school younger 
than that. O What did the children do at 
school today ? O When he was sixteen, he left 
school and joined the army. O Which school 
did you go to? □ grammar school a school 
which selects children by an entrance exami¬ 
nation. | public school 2. a section of a col¬ 
lege or university O The school of medicine is 
one of the largest in the country. O She’s 
studying at law school. 3. a group of similar 
artists O painters who do not belong to the 
naturalist school 4. a group of animals O a 
school of porpoises ■ verb to train someone 
O He was schooled in the art of tapping 
telephones. 

school board /skuil 'bold/ noun a com¬ 
mittee which runs a local school system 
d> schoolbook /'skuilbuk/ noun a book 
used when learning a subject at school 
schoolboy /'skuilboi/ noun a boy who 
goes to school 

® school bus /skuil 'bAs/ noun a bus 
which collects children from home in the 
morning, takes them to school and brings 
them back home in the afternoon 
schoolchild /'skuil.tjaild/ noun a child 
who goes to school 

schooldays /'skuildeiz/ plural noun the 
time when you are at school 
schoolgirl /'sku:lg3il/ noun a girl who 
goes to school 

schooling /'skuilig/ noun education at 
school level 

d> school kid /'skuil kid/ noun a child 
who is at school ( informal) 
school leaver /'skuil ,liivo/ noun a young 
person who has just left secondary school 
® schoolteacher /'skuiltiitjo/ noun a 
person who teaches in a school 
school year /skuil 'jio/ noun (in Britain) a 
year starting in September and ending in July 
of the following year 

G> science /'saions/ noun the study of natu¬ 
ral physical things, based on observation and 
experiment O She took a science course or 
studied science. O We have a new science 
teacher this term. O He has a master’s de¬ 
gree in marine science. | social science 
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(D science fiction /.saions 'fikjon/ noun 
stories of life in the future, based on imagi¬ 
nary scientific developments 
(D science park /'saions paik/ noun an 
area outside a town which is set aside for sci¬ 
entific companies 

(D scientific /,sai9ritifik/ adj referring to 
science O We employ hundreds of people in 
scientific research. O He’s the director of a 
scientific institute. O She loved art and music 
and was never very scientific. Synonym 
technical 

scientifically /.saion'tifikli/ adv by using 
scientific experiments 

(D scientist /'saiontist/ noun a person who 
specialises in a science, often doing research 
O Scientists have not yet found a cure for the 
common cold. O Space scientists are examin¬ 
ing the photographs of Mars. 
sci-fi /'sai ,fai/ noun same as science 
fiction 

scintillating /'sintileitir)/ adj sparkling 
scissors /'sizoz/ plural noun a tool for cut¬ 
ting paper, cloth, etc., made of two blades at¬ 
tached in the middle, with handles with holes 
for the thumb and fingers O These scissors 
aren’t very sharp. O Have you got a pair of 
scissors I can borrow? 
scoff /skof/ verb 1. □ to scoff at something 
to make fun of something in a nasty way O 
He scoffed at her attempts at windsurfing. O 
The committee chairman scoffed at my idea 
for redeveloping the town centre. 2. to eat 
something greedily O The two boys rushed 
into the dining room and scoffed half the 
cakes. 

scold /skould/ verb to speak to someone 
angrily. Synonym rebuke. Antonym praise 
scone /skon/ noun a type of small round 
soft bread, sometimes with dried fruit in it, 
eaten with butter or cream and jam 
scoop /skuip/ noun 1. a deep round spoon 
with a short handle, for serving soft food 
such as ice cream O You must wash the scoop 
each time you use it. 2. a portion of soft food 
such as ice cream O I’ll have one scoop of 
strawberry and one scoop of vanilla, please. 
3. an exciting news story which a reporter is 
the first to find or which no other newspaper 
has reported O He came back from the visit to 
the footballer’s girlfriend with a scoop. ■ 
verb 1 . to cut something out with a scoop o 
He scooped out a helping of mashed potato. 
□ to scoop out the inside of something to 
remove the inside of something with some¬ 
thing such as a spoon O Scoop out the inside 
of a melon. 2. to lift something or someone 
up, as with a scoop O She scooped up the ba¬ 
bies into her arms and ran upstairs. O He 
scooped all the newspapers off the floor. 3. □ 
to scoop a newspaper to report a news item 
before another paper does o They scooped 
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their rivals with the story of the minister’s 
girlfriend. 

scooter /'skuita/ noun 1. a child’s 
two-wheeled vehicle with a long steering 
handle, pushed along with one foot while the 
other foot is on the board 2. a small type of 
motorbike with a curving shield in front of 
the seat and a platform for the feet O She 
dodged through the traffic on her scooter. 

(§> scope /skoup/ noun 1. the furthest area 
covered by observation or action O These 
matters are beyond the scope of our investi¬ 
gation. 2. an opportunity or possibility O We 
keep the children busy so there is no scope 
for them to get bored. □ there is scope for 
improvement it could be improved o There 
is considerable scope for expansion into the 
export market. 

scorch /sko:tJ7 verb 1. to bum something 
slightly or brown something O He acciden¬ 
tally scorched the tablecloth with the iron. 2. 
to make something very hot and dry O The 
sun has scorched the grass. 
scorched /skoit/t/ adj slightly burnt or 
browned 

scorched-earth policy /.skoitjt '3:0 
.polisi/ noun tactics in war where you de¬ 
stroy all resources before retreating and giv¬ 
ing up land to the enemy 
scorching /'skoitjir)/ adj very hot, which 
scorches ( informal ) 

<D score /sko:/ noun 1. the number of goals 
or points made in a match O The final score 
in the rugby match was 22-10. O I didn ’t see 
the beginning of the match - what’s the 
score? □ what’s the score? what is the 
news? ( informal ) □ I know the score I know 
all the problems involved ( informal ) 2. 
twenty □ three score years and ten seventy 
years (literary) 3. □ scores of many o Scores 
of people stayed at home during the train 
strike. O I must have seen that film scores of 
times. 4. written music O He composed the 
score for the musical. 5. □ to settle old 
scores to take revenge for things that hap¬ 
pened a long time ago ■ verb 1. to make a 
goal or point in a match O They scored three 
goals in the first twenty minutes. O She 
scored sixty-five! 2. to arrange music for cer¬ 
tain instruments O a piece scored for piano 
and three violins 3. to scratch a flat surface O 
Score the surface of the wood with a sharp 
knife so that the glue will hold better. 
scoreboard /'skoiboid/ noun a large 
board on which the score in a game is shown 
as the game progresses. Synonym display 
scorer /'skoirs/ noun 1. a person who 
scores a point, a goal, etc., in a game O With 
his hat trick he became the highest scorer in 
the league this season. 2. a person who 
writes down the scores in a game O We 
played Scrabble and I was the scorer. 


scorn /skoin/ noun a feeling of thinking 
that someone or something is not good 
enough O He heaped scorn on the commit¬ 
tee ’s proposal. O The suggestion was greeted 
with scorn. Synonym contempt. Antonym 
admiration ■ verb to refuse to accept an 
idea or a suggestion O Most young people in 
the office scorn the idea that smoking can be 
bad for your health. O She scorned his pro¬ 
posal of a lift. 

scornful /'sko:nf(9)l/ adj considering 
something not good enough. Synonym con¬ 
temptuous. Antonym admiring 
scornfully /'sko:nf(3)li/ adv in a scornful 
way 

Scorpio /'skoipiau/ noun one of the signs 
of the Zodiac, shaped like a scorpion, cover¬ 
ing the period 23rd October to 21st 
November 

scorpion /'skoipian/ noun a poisonous 
tropical animal which stings with its long 
curved tail 

Scot /skot/ noun a person from Scotland 
<D Scotch /skot J7 adj referring to Scotland 
■ noun 1 . Scotch whisky o a bottle of Scotch 
2. a glass of this drink O A large Scotch, 
please. (NOTE: The plural is Scotches.) ■ 
verb to prove something wrong or put a stop 
to something O By appearing in public, the 
president scotched rumours of his death. 
Scotch whisky /skDtJ 'wiski/ noun 
whisky made in Scotland 
scot-free /,skot 'fri:/ adj □ to get off 
scot-free to avoid being punished 
Scotland Yard /.skotbnd 'ja:d/ noun the 
headquarters of the London Metropolitan Po¬ 
lice, or the officers who work there o The lo¬ 
cal police were baffled so they called in 
Scotland Yard. O A spokesman for Scotland 
Yard said that a man was helping police with 
their enquiries. (NOTE: also called simply 
the Yard) 

Scots /skDts/ adj (of the people, laws, etc.) 
Scottish O ‘Not proven ’ is a decision in Scots 
Law. ■ noun a dialect of English spoken in 
Scotland O ‘Auld Lang Syne ’ is one of Burns ’ 
poems in Scots. 

Scotsman /'skotsman/ noun a man from 
Scotland (NOTE: The plural is Scotsmen.) 
Scotswoman /'skDts.wumsn/ noun a 
woman from Scotland (NOTE: The plural is 
Scotswomen /’skDts.wimin/.) 

(D Scottish /'skotij/ adj referring to 
Scotland 

scoundrel /'skaundral/ noun a bad per¬ 
son, with no principles. Synonym rogue 
SCOUT /'skaua/ verb 1. to clean something 
by scrubbing with a hard material O Her first 
job was scouring dirty pans in the restaurant. 
2. to search everywhere in a place O We 
scoured the market and couldn’t find any 
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aubergines. O The police have been scouring 
the woods near the village where the little 
girl lived. 

scourer /'skauoro/ noun a pad of steel 
wool, plastic thread or other hard material, 
used to clean pans, etc. 
scourge /sk3id3/ noun a thing which 
causes suffering 

scouring pad /'skauorii) ,paed/ noun 
same as scourer 

SCOUt /skaut/ noun a member of the Scout 
Association O Let Bill light the fire - he was 
a scout as a boy. ■ verb □ to scout (around) 
for something to look out for something o 
He goes to sales in the country, scouting for 
antiques. 

Scouts /skauts/ plural noun the Scout As¬ 
sociation, an international organisation for 
young people 

scowl /skaul/ noun an angry look made by 
wrinkling the forehead O He gave a scowl 
and went on eating. ■ verb to make a scowl 
O When she asked him for a rise the boss 
scowled. O He scowled at the little boy and 
then told him to run away. ► Antonym (all 
senses) smile 

scrabble /'skraeb(3)l/ verb □ to scrabble 
(about) to search wildly with your fingers O 
They were scrabbling about in the dustbin, 
looking for the missing letter. O She scrab¬ 
bled in her shopping bag for the receipt. 
Scrabble /'skr2eb(9)l/ trademark a game 
where you are given a series of letters and 
have to make words with them 
scraggy /'skrasgi/ adj thin and bony 
(NOTE: scraggier - scraggiest) 
scram /skraem/ interj go away! 
scramble /'skrasmbol/ noun 1. a rush o 
There was a last-minute scramble for tickets. 
2. a motorcycle race across rough country O 
We went to watch the scramble and got very 
cold and wet. ■ verb 1. to hurry, using your 
hands and knees if necessary O He scrambled 
over the wall. 2. to rush O Everyone was 
scrambling to get food. 3. to mix up a radio 
signal or telephone link so that it camiot be 
understood without a device for making it 
clear o Calls from the army chief of staff to 
the president are scrambled. 
scrambled eggs /.skrasmbold 'egz/ 
plural noun eggs mixed together and stirred 
as they are cooked in butter 
scrap /skraep/ noun 1. a little piece O a 
scrap of paper O There isn 't a scrap of evi¬ 
dence against him. O She is collecting scraps 
of cloth to make a quilt. 2. waste materials O 
to sell a car for scrap O The scrap value of 
the car is £200. 3. a fight O The football fans 
got into a scrap with local youths. ■ verb 1 . 
to throw something away as useless O They 
had to scrap 10,000 faulty spare parts. 2. to 


give up or stop working on a plan O We’ve 
scrapped our plans to go to Greece. 3. to 
fight O They were scrapping over who should 
get the best bit of the chicken. (NOTE: scrap¬ 
ping - scrapped) 

scrapbook /'skraspbuk/ noun a book with 
blank pages on which you can stick pictures 
or stories cut from newspapers or magazines 
scrape /skreip/ noun an awkward situation 
which you get into by mistake O He’s always 
getting into scrapes. ■ verb to scratch some¬ 
thing with a hard object which is pulled 
across a surface O She scraped the paint off 
the door. O He fell off his bike and scraped 
his knee on the pavement. 

<D scrape through /.skreip '0ru:/ verb to 
pass an examination with difficulty 
scrape together /.skreip to'gedo/ verb 
to gather things together with difficulty 
scrap heap /'skrasp hi:p/ noun a heap of 
rubbish ( informal ) 

scrappy /'skraepi/ adj made of bits and 
pieces; not joined up properly ( informal ) 
(NOTE: scrappier - scrappiest) 
scraps /skrseps/ plural noun bits of waste 
food 

(D scratch /skrcetJV noun 1. a long wound 
on the skin O Put some antiseptic on the 
scratches on your arms. □ without a scratch 
with no injuries O He came out of the car 
crash without a scratch. 2. a long mark made 
by a sharp point O I will never be able to 
cover up the scratches on the car door. 3. □ 
to start from scratch to start something new 
without any preparation □ up to scratch of 
the right quality O The recording was not up 
to scratch. ■ verb 1. to make a long wound 
on the skin O His legs were scratched by the 
bushes along the path. □ to scratch the sur¬ 
face to deal with a problem superficially and 
not to get down to the details 2. to make a 
mark on something with a sharp point O / 
must touch up the car where it has been 
scratched. 3. to rub a part of the body which 
itches with your fingernails O He scratched 
his head as he wondered what to do next. O 
Stop scratching - it will make your rash 
worse! 4. to remove your name from a list of 
competitors O One of the players scratched 
at the last minute. ■ adj collected at the last 
minute O Our opponents were a scratch side 
from the nearby village. 
scrawl /skroil/ noun bad careless handwrit¬ 
ing O I can ’t read his scrawl. ■ verb to write 
something badly or carelessly O He scrawled 
a few notes on a bit of paper. 
scrawny /'skroini/ adj extremely thin 
scream /skriim/ noun 1 . a loud cry of pain 
O He let out a scream of pain. O the screams 
of the victims of the fire 2. □ screams of 
laughter loud laughter 3. a funny person (in¬ 
formal) O She’s an absolute scream when she 
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starts talking about the office. ■ verb 1. to 
make loud cries O People on the third floor 
were screaming for help. O They screamed 
with pain. O She screamed at the class to stop 
singing. 2. □ to scream with laughter to 
laugh very loudly 

screech /skriitJV noun a piercing sound o / 
was woken up by the screech of the owl in the 
tree. O The car sped away with a screech of 
tyres. (NOTE: The plural is screeches.) ■ 
verb to make a piercing sound o The motor¬ 
bike raced up and screeched to a stop. O The 
police car screeched round the corner. Syn¬ 
onym shriek ► Antonym (all senses) 
whisper 

(D screen /skriin/ noun 1 . a flat panel 
which acts as protection against something, 
e.g. draughts, fire or noise O a screen deco¬ 
rated with flowers and birds O The hedge 
acts as a screen against the noise from the 
motorway. 2. a flat glass surface on which a 
picture is shown O a computer screen O a TV 
screen O I’ll call the information up on the 
screen. 3. a flat white surface for projecting 
films or pictures O a cinema complex with 
four screens O We ’ll put up the screen on the 
stage. ■ verb 1. to protect someone or some¬ 
thing from something, e.g. draughts, fire or 
noise O They planted a row of trees to screen 
the farm buildings. O Part of the room was 
screened off. O Put the umbrella up to screen 
us from the sun. 2. to show a film in a cinema 
or on TV O Tonight’s film will be screened 
half an hour later than advertised. 3. to con¬ 
sider or investigate people, such as candi¬ 
dates for a job, before making a final choice 
O Applicants will be screened before being 
invited to an interview. □ to screen people 
for a disease to examine a lot of people to 
see if they have a disease o All women over 
40 should be screened for cervical cancer. 

(D screening /'skriinir)/ noun 1. the act of 
showing a film O This will be the first screen¬ 
ing of the film outside Japan. 2. □ the 
screening of candidates the practice of ex¬ 
amining candidates to see if they are suitable 
O Professor Mills will be in charge of the 
screening of applicants for the job. □ the 
screening of patients the practice of examin¬ 
ing patients to see if they have an illness O 
Breast screening is important for women 
over 50. 

screenplay /'skriinplei/ noun a scenario, 
a written draft of a film with details, e.g., of 
plot, characters and scenes 
screen saver /skriin 'seivo/ noun a com¬ 
puter program which protects the screen by 
making it go black or show a picture when 
the computer is out of use for a while 
screenwriter /'skriinraito/ noun a person 
who writes screenplays. Synonym script¬ 
writer 


screw /skrui/ noun 1. a metal pin with a 
winding groove round it, which you twist to 
make it go into a hard surface O I need some 
longer screws to go through this thick plank. 
O The plate was fixed to the door with brass 
screws. □ to have a screw loose to be 
slightly mad ( informal ) 2. a propeller of a 
ship O a twin-screw trawler ■ verb 1. to at¬ 
tach something with screws O The picture 
was screwed to the wall. 2. to attach some¬ 
thing by twisting o He filled up the bottle 
and screwed on the top. O Screw the lid on 
tightly. □ he’s got his head screwed on the 
right way he’s very sensible ( informal) 
screwdriver /'skruidraivo/ noun a tool 
with a long handle and special end which is 
used for turning screws 
screwed-up /.skruid Ap/ adj worried and 
unhappy 

screw-top jar /.skrui top 'd 3 a:/ noun a 
jar with a top which screws on and off 
screwy /'skruii/ adj mad ( slang insult) 
(NOTE: screwier - screwiest) 

scribble /'skrib(o)l/ noun 1 . meaningless 
marks written by a child O The wallpaper 
was covered with scribbles. 2. bad writing O 
Please excuse my scribble - I’m rushing to 
get this in the post. ■ verb 1. to make marks 
which don’t have any meaning O The kids 
have scribbled all over their bedroom walls. 
2. to write something hurriedly and badly O 
She scribbled a few notes in the train. 
script /skript/ noun 1 . the written text of a 
film or play O The actors settled down with 
their scripts for the first reading. 2. a style or 
system of handwriting O The Germans used 
to write in Gothic script. 3. a written exami¬ 
nation answer O At the end of the exam the 
invigilator gathered up all the scripts. 
scripture /'skriptJo/ noun 1. the Bible o 
According to Scripture or to the Scriptures, 
St Peter was a fisherman. 2. a holy writing O 
a passage translated from Buddhist scrip¬ 
tures O The story of Vishnu is set down in 
Hindu scripture. 

scriptwriter /'skriptraito/ noun a person 
who writes scripts for films or for TV or ra¬ 
dio plays 

scroll /skroul/ noun 1. a long piece of pa¬ 
per with writing on it, rolled up O Each grad¬ 
uate was presented with a scroll marking his 
or her achievement. 2. a curved shape, like a 
roll of paper O The wallpaper is decorated 
with little blue scrolls. ■ verb to move dis¬ 
played text up or down the computer screen, 
one line at a time O She rapidly scrolled 
dowti until she came to the address she 
wanted. 

scroll bar /'skroul ba:/ noun a bar on a 
computer screen which is used to scroll up 
and down 


762 


scuttle 


scrooge 

Scrooge /skru:d 3 / noun a mean or miserly 
person ( informal ) 

scrotum /'skroutom/ noun a bag of skin 
hanging from behind the penis, containing 
the testicles 

scrounge /skraund 3 / verb to try to get 
something without paying for it ( informal) 
scrounger /'skraund 3 o/ noun a person 
who scrounges ( informal) 
scrub /skrAb/ noun 1. an area of land with 
a few small bushes O They walked for miles 
through the scrub until they came to a river. 
2. the action of scrubbing O After a game of 
rugby you will need a good scrub. ■ verb 1 . 
to clean something by rubbing it with soap 
and a brush O a well-scrubbed kitchen table 
O Scrub your fingernails to get rid of the dirt. 
2. to remove something that has been re¬ 
corded on tape O Can you scrub the last five 
minutes of the recording? □ scrub that you 
can forget about that ( informal) 
scrubbing brush /'skrAbig brAj/ noun a 
stiff brush with no handle, used especially for 
scrubbing floors 

scruff /skrAf/ noun (informal ) □ by the 
scruff of the neck holding someone or an an¬ 
imal by the skin at the back of the neck O The 
cat picked up her kittens by the scruff of the 
neck, and took them to her basket. O The po¬ 
lice officer grabbed him by the scruff of the 
neck and pushed him into the police van. 
scruffy /‘skrAfi/ adj untidy or dirty (NOTE: 
scruffier - scruffiest) 
scrum /skrAm/ noun (in rugby) an arrange¬ 
ment in which the players of both teams 
crowd together with their heads down and try 
to get the ball 

scrumptious /'skrAmpJos/ adj delicious 
(informal). Antonym revolting 
scrunch /skrAntJV verb to squash or crush 
something with your hand 
scruple /'skru:p(o)l/ noun □ to have scru¬ 
ples about doing something to have doubts 
about whether something is right, which pre¬ 
vent you from doing it O I have considerable 
scruples about giving money to that particu¬ 
lar charity. O He had no scruples about 
copying other people’s ideas. ■ verb □ not 
to scruple to do something not to hesitate to 
do something, even though it might have a 
bad effect (formal) o He didn ’t scruple to 
threaten the woman with a stick to get her to 
give him money. 

scrupulous /'skruipjulos/ adj very care¬ 
ful, very honest. Synonym conscientious 
scrutinise /'skruitinaiz/, scrutinize verb 
to examine something very carefully 
(D scrutiny /'skruitini/ noun a careful ex¬ 
amination of facts or a very close look at 
something □ it will repay close scrutiny it 
would be worth looking at it carefully □ not 


to stand close scrutiny not to be as good as 
it seems O The charity’s work will not stand 
close scrutiny. 

scuba diver /'skuibo ,daivo/ noun a per¬ 
son who goes scuba diving 
scuba diving /'skuibo .daivig/ noun the 
activity of swimming underwater, using 
breathing apparatus 

scuff /skAf/ verb to scratch the surface of 
something. Synonym scrape 
scuffle /'skAf(o)l/ noun a small fight o 
Scuffles broke out in the crowd. ■ verb to 
fight O After the game, fans scuffled with the 
police. ► Synonym (all senses) scrap 
SCUll /skAl/ noun one of a pair of small oars 
which are used to row a small boat ■ verb to 
row using two oars (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with skull.) 

sculpt /skAlpt/ verb to carve a figure out of 
wood or stone or make it out of metal 
sculptor /'skAlpto/ noun a person who 
makes figures or shapes out of wood, metal 
or stone 

sculptress /'skAlptros/ noun a woman 
who makes figures or shapes out of wood, 
metal or stone 

(D sculpture /'skAlpt Jo/ noun a figure 
carved out of stone or wood or made out of 
metal 

scum /skAm/ noun 1. a layer of dirty foam 
on the surface of a liquid O As the liquid 
boils, a grey scum forms on the surface and 
should be removed. 2. people of the worst 
type (offensive) o Those muggers are just 
scum, I hope they get sent to prison. (NOTE: 
no plural) 

scupper /'skApo/ verb 1 . to bring some¬ 
thing to an end or ruin something (informal) 
O The newspaper article has scuppered his 
chances of becoming a judge. 2. to sink a 
ship on purpose by opening holes in the bot¬ 
tom to allow water to come in. Synonym 
scuttle ■ noun a hole in the top of the side 
of a ship to let water run off the deck (NOTE: 
usually plural) 

scurry /'skAri/ verb 1. to run fast, taking 
short steps. Synonym scuttle o When the 
owl appeared overhead, the little animals 
scurried to their holes. 2. to hurry O She was 
scurrying to her office with her bag of shop¬ 
ping. Synonym dash. Antonym saunter ■ 
noun fast movement O the scurry as the pas¬ 
sengers try to get onto the train just before it 
leaves (NOTE: no plural) 
scurvy /'sk3ivi/ noun a disease caused by 
lack of Vitamin C which is found in fresh 
fruit and vegetables 

scuttle /'skAt(o)l/ verb 1. to run fast, taking 
short steps O She scuttled back to her office, 
afraid that she was late. Synonym scurry □ 
to scuttle off to run away fast O As soon as 
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they saw the police officer in the distance, 
they all scuttled off down back streets. 2. to 
sink a ship on purpose by opening holes in 
the bottom to allow water to come in o The 
captain gave orders to scuttle the ship be¬ 
cause he did not want her to be captured by 
the enemy. ■ noun a type of bucket for keep¬ 
ing coal in the house 

scythe /said/ noun a farming implement 
with a long slightly curved blade attached to 
a handle with two short projecting hand 
grips, used for cutting long grass ■ verb to 
cut grass with a scythe 
SE abbr south-east 

® sea /si:/ noun 1. an area of salt water be¬ 
tween continents or islands, but not as large 
as an ocean O Swimming in the sea is more 
exciting than swimming in a river. O The 
sea’s too rough for the ferries to operate. O 
His friends own a house by the sea. O The 
North Sea separates Britain from Denmark 
and Germany. □ at sea travelling by ship O 
We were at sea for only five days. □ by sea 
using ships as a means of transport O When 
we moved to Australia we sent our furniture 
by sea. □ by sea mail sent by post abroad, us¬ 
ing a ship, not by air □ to run away to sea to 
leave home to work as a sailor O When he 
was sixteen he ran away to sea. 2. a mass of 
things O I could see a sea of faces turned to¬ 
wards me. 

sea change /si: tjeind 3 / noun a very big 
change 

seafaring /'si:,fearn)/ adj working or trav¬ 
elling on the sea 

(D seafood /'si:fu:d/ noun fish or shellfish 
which can be eaten 

seafront /'si:frAnt/ noun a road or wide 
path which runs beside the sea in a seaside 
town. Synonym waterfront 
seagoing /'shgsuirj/ adj which is made to 
be used on the sea 

seagull /'si:gAl/ noun a white sea bird. 
Synonym gull 

sea horse /'si: ho:s/ noun a small fish that 
has a head which looks like a horse’s head 
(D seal /si:l/ noun 1. a large animal with 
short fur, which eats fish, living mainly near 
to or in the sea 2. a piece of paper, metal or 
wax which is used to attach something to 
close it so that it camiot be opened O The cus¬ 
toms officials attached their seal to the box. 
3. a way in which something is closed O The 
screw top gives a tight seal. ■ verb 1. to 
close something tightly O a box carefully 
sealed with sticky tape □ a sealed envelope 
an envelope whose flap has been stuck down 
to close it O The information was sent in a 
sealed envelope. 2. to attach a seal to some¬ 
thing or stamp something with a seal O The 
customs sealed the shipment. 


sea legs /'si: legz/ plural noun □ he’s got 
his sea legs he is used to travelling by sea 
and doesn’t get seasick ( informal ) 
sea level /'si: ,lev(o)l/ noun the level of 
the sea, taken as a point for measuring 
altitude 

sea lion /'si: .laion/ noun a large species of 
seal 

seal off /,si:l 'Df/ verb to close a place off 
so as to prevent anyone getting inside 
seam /si:m/ noun 1. a line where two 
pieces of material are attached together O She 
sewed the seams on the sewing machine. O 
He’s got fatter, so can you let out a seam at 
the back of his coat? 2. □ to be bursting at 
the seams to be extremely full o The little 
town was bursting at the seams with thou¬ 
sands of football fans. 3. a layer of mineral 
beneath the earth’s surface O The coal seams 
are two metres thick. O The gold seam was 
worked out some years ago. O to come 
apart at the seams 1. to fall to pieces 2. to 
go wrong O His plans for a long holiday 
seem to be coming apart at the seams. (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with seem.) 
seaman /'si:mon/ noun a man who works 
on a ship. Synonym sailor (NOTE: The plural 
is seamen. Do not confuse with semen.) 
seamanship /'shmonjip/ noun the art of 
sailing a ship 

seamless /'siimlos/ adj with no visible 
seams or joins 

seance /'serons/ noun a meeting at which 
people try to communicate with dead people 
seaplane /'si:plein/ noun a plane with 
floats instead of wheels, which can land on 
water 

seaport /‘si:po:t/ noun a town with a large 
harbour 

sear /sis/ verb to bum the surface of or 
scorch something 

(D search /S3:tjv noun 1. the action of try¬ 
ing to find something O Our search of the flat 
revealed nothing. O They carried out a 
search for the missing children. O I did a 
quick search on the Internet for references to 
Proust. 2. the examination of records to 
make sure that a property belongs to the per¬ 
son who is trying to sell it O The solicitor’s 
search revealed that part of the drive be¬ 
longed to the neighbouring farm. (NOTE: The 
plural is searches.) ■ verb 1. to examine 
something or someone very carefully O The 
police searched the house from top to bottom 
but still couldn’t find any weapons. O She 
was stopped and searched by customs. 2. □ 
to search for someone or something to try 
to find O The police searched for the missing 
children. O I searched the Internet for refer¬ 
ences to Ireland. □ to search through some¬ 
thing to try to find something by looking 
through something carefully O She searched 
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through her papers, trying to find the 
document. 

search and replace and ri'pleis/ 
noun the action of looking for words or 
phrases and replacing them automatically 
with other words or phrases 
@ search engine /'s3itj ,end3in/ noun a 
program which allows you to search for par¬ 
ticular words or phrases on the Internet 
searcher /'s3:tJs/ noun a person who 
searches 

searching /'s3itjig/ adj very detailed o a 
searching question 

searchlight /'s3:tJlait/ noun a powerful 
light used to try to see things, especially air¬ 
craft, at night 

search party /'s3:tj ,pa:ti/ noun a group 
of people sent to look for someone 
search warrant /'s3itj* .wDront/ noun an 
official document signed by a magistrate 
which allows police to go into a building and 
look for criminals, weapons or stolen goods 
searing /'siorirj/ adj {of heat or pain) very 
strong 

seashell /'siijel/ noun a shell of a shellfish 
which lives in the sea 

seashore /'si:Jb:/ noun a sandy area along 
the edge of the sea. Synonym beach 
d> seasick /'siisik/ adj ill because of the 
movement of a ship 

seasickness /'siisiknos/ noun sickness 
caused by the movement of a ship □ seasick¬ 
ness pills or tablets medicine taken to pre¬ 
vent seasickness 

@ seaside /'siidsaid/ noun an area near the 
sea where people go to have a holiday. Syn¬ 
onym beach ■ adj near the sea o a seaside 
resort 

(D season /'si:z(o)n/ noun 1. one of four 
parts of a year O The four seasons are spring, 
summer, autumn and winter. O Spring is the 
season when the garden is full offlowers. 2. a 
part of the year when something usually hap¬ 
pens O The tourist season is very long here - 
from March to September. O The football 
season lasts from September to May. O Lon¬ 
don is very crowded during the school holi¬ 
day season, t high season, low season □ 
in season {of food such as fruit) fresh and 
plentiful and easy to buy O Strawberries are 
cheaper in season. O Pears are in season just 
now. □ out of season more expensive be¬ 
cause the growing season is over O Oysters 
are out of season in June. ■ verb 1 . to add 
flavouring or spices to a dish O The meat is 
seasoned with paprika. 2. to dry wood until it 
is ready to be used o They made the windows 
with wood which had not been seasoned 
properly. 

d> seasonal /'si:z(o)n(9)l/ adj 1. which 
only lasts for a season, usually the holiday 


season O Work on the island is only seasonal. 
2. characteristic of a particular time of year O 
In December the supermarket shelves are 
stocked with Christmas decorations and 
other seasonal goods. O We can expect sea¬ 
sonal weather, with temperatures about aver- 
age for the time of year. 
seasoned /'si:z(3)nd/ adj 1. {of food) 
which has had seasoning put on it to improve 
the flavour 2. who has had a lot of experience 
O a seasoned traveller 

seasoning /'si:z(o)mr)/ noun spices which 
are added to food 

(D season ticket /'siiz(9)n .tikit/ noun a 
railway, bus or theatre ticket, which you can 
use for a whole year or a month at a time 
(D seat /silt/ noun 1. a chair, something 
which you sit on O Bicycle seats are narrow. 
O He was sitting in the driver’s seat. O Can 
we have two seats in the front row? O Our 
kitchen chairs have wooden seats. □ to take 
a seat to sit down o Please take a seat, the 
dentist will see you in a few minutes. □ to 
take your seat to sit down in as seat reserved 
for you, especially at the theatre O Please 
take your seats, the play is about to begin. 2. 
a place on a committee or a town council, in 
parliament, etc. O He lost his seat at the gen¬ 
eral election. 3. the part of a chair on which 
you sit O The seat of the chair needs to be re¬ 
covered. 4. the part of trousers which covers 
your behind ■ verb to have enough seats for 
a number of people O The restaurant seats 
75. O The bus seats sixty. 

@ seat belt /'si:t belt/ noun a belt which 
you wear in a car or plane to stop you being 
hurt if there is an accident 
(D seated /'siitid/ adj sitting down 
seating /'siitirj/ noun seats for people 
seating capacity /'siitir) ko.passiti/ 
noun the number of seats, e.g. in a bus or 
cinema 

<D seaweed /'si: wild/ noun a plant which 
grows in the sea (NOTE: no plural: some sea¬ 
weed, a piece of seaweed) 
seaworthy /'si:w3idi/ adj {of a boat) 
which is fit to go to sea 
sec noun a second {informal) 
secateurs /'sekotoz/ plural noun very 
strong scissors used in gardening O He 
pruned the roses with his secateurs. (NOTE: 
plural; for one item, say ‘a pair of seca¬ 
teurs’) 

secede /si'siid/ verb to break away from 
an organisation or a federation. Antonym 

affiliate 

secession /si'sej(3)n/ noun the act of 
seceding 

secessionist /si'seJ(o)nist/ noun a per¬ 
son who is in favour of secession ■ adj 


secluded 
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which has seceded or is proposing to secede 
O a secessionist state 

secluded /si'kluidid/ adj quiet or away 
from crowds O We found a secluded spot by 
the river for our picnic. 
seclusion /si'klu: 3 (o)n/ noun solitude. 
Synonym privacy 

<S) second noun /'sekond/ 1. one of sixty 
parts which make up a minute O I’ll give you 
ten seconds to get out of my room. O They 
say the bomb will go off in twenty seconds. 2. 
a very short time O Please wait a second. O 
Wait here, I’ll be back in a second. 3. some¬ 
thing or someone that comes after the first 
thing or person O Today is the second of 
March or March the second (March 2nd). O 
The Great Fire of London took place when 
Charles the Second (Charles II) was king. 
(NOTE: In dates second is usually written 
2nd or 2: August 2nd, 1932, 2 July, 1666 
(American style is July 2, 1666), say ‘the 
second of July’ or ‘July the second’ (Ameri¬ 
can style is ‘July second’). With names of 
kings and queens second is usually written 
II: Queen Elizabeth II (say ‘Queen Elizabeth 
the Second’).) 4. the person who helps a 
boxer during a fight □ seconds out an in¬ 
struction to seconds to leave the boxing ring 
before a round begins ■ adj /'sekond/ 1. 
coming after the first and before the third O 
That’s the second time the telephone has 
rung while we’re eating. O February is the 
second month of the year. O He came second 
in the race. O It’s his second birthday next 
week. O B is the second letter in the alphabet. 
O Women’s clothes are on the second floor. 
□ the second century the period from 100 
AD to 199 2. only one other is more ( fol¬ 
lowed by a superlative) o This is the second 
longest bridge in the world. O He’s the sec¬ 
ond highest paid member of staff. ■ verb 1. 
/'sekond/ □ to second a motion to be the 
first person to formally support a proposal 
put forward by someone else in a meeting O 
The motion was seconded by Mrs Smith. 2. 
/si'kDnd/ to lend a member of staff, e.g. to 
another company or a government depart¬ 
ment, for a fixed period of time O He was 
seconded to the Department of Trade for two 
years, t secondment 

d) secondary /'sekond(9)ri/ adj 1. which 
comes second, after primary 2. □ of sec¬ 
ondary importance not so very important o 
The colour of the car is of secondary 
importance. 

secondary education /,sek9nd(3)ri 
.edju'keiJXojn/ noun education for children 
after the age of eleven or twelve 
secondary school / , sekond(9)ri skuil/ 
noun a school for children after the age of 
eleven or twelve 


second opinion 

second best /,sekAnd 'best/ noun some¬ 
thing which is not as good as the best □ to 
come off second best to lose in a contest 
<D second-class /.sekond 'kla:s/ adj, adv 
1. (of travel or hotels) less expensive and less 
comfortable than first-class O I find sec¬ 
ond-class hotels are perfectly adequate. O 
We always travel second-class because it is 
cheaper. 2. (of a postal service) less expen¬ 
sive and slower than first-class O A sec¬ 
ond-class letter is cheaper than a first-class. 
O Send it second-class if it is not urgent. 
second cousin /.sekond 'kAz(3)n/ noun 
a child of your mother’s or father’s cousin 
seconder /'sekondo/ noun a person who 
seconds a proposal 

second-generation /.sekond ,d 3 eno- 
'reiJ(o)n/ adj 1. referring to a person whose 
parents came from another country 2. refer¬ 
ring to something, e.g. a computer system, 
which has developed from an earlier form 
second-guess /'sekond ges/ verb to try 
to guess what someone will do 
second half /.sekond 'ha:f/ noun 1. the 
second section of two parts, as of a football 
match O They scored three goals in the sec¬ 
ond half 2. the second part of a financial 
year, from July to December O The figures 
for the second half are up on those for the 
first part of the year. 

second hand /.sekond 'hasnd/ noun the 
long hand on a watch which turns round fast 
and shows the seconds O This watch does not 
have a second hand. 

d) secondhand ^sekond'haend/ adj not 
new; which someone else has owned before 
O We’ve just bought a secondhand car. ■ 
adv □ to buy something secondhand to buy 
something which someone else has owned 
before O We bought this car secondhand. 

<§> second-in-command /,sekond in ko- 
'maind/ noun the chief officer who is under 
a commanding officer. Abbr 2iC 
second language /,sekond 'laei)gwid 3 / 
noun a language which you know but which 
is not the language you learned when you 
first started to speak 

<D secondly /'sekondli/ adv as the second 
item on a list. Compare firstly, thirdly 
secondment /si'kondmont/ noun the fact 
of being seconded to another job 
second nature /.sekond 'neitjo/ noun 
something which has been learned, but which 
is done so often that it has become an instinc¬ 
tive reaction 

second opinion /.sekond o'pinjon/ 
noun □ to ask for a second opinion to ask 
another doctor or specialist to examine you 
and give his or her opinion on your medical 
condition, usually because you are not satis¬ 
fied with the advice of the first doctor O I 
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wasn’t convinced I needed the operation, so I 
asked for a second opinion. 
second-rate /.sekond 'reit/ adj not of 
very good quality. Compare first-rate, 
third-rate 

(S> seconds /'sekondz/ plural noun 1. an¬ 
other helping of the same dish O Can I have 
seconds, please? 2. items which have been 
turned down as not being of top quality O 
The shop has a sale of seconds. O We bought 
our dinner plates as seconds. 
second sight /,sek9nd 'sait/ noun the 
ability to tell what will happen in the future 
second thoughts /,sekond 'Gaits/ plural 
noun □ to have second thoughts about 
something to change your mind about some¬ 
thing O Is she having second thoughts about 
getting married? □ on second thoughts hav¬ 
ing thought about it again O I said I didn’t 
want any pudding, but on second thoughts, 
perhaps I will have some. 

Second World War /.sekond w3:ld 
'wo:/ noun a war fought from 1939 to 1945 
in Europe, Africa and Asia 
secrecy /'siikrosi/ noun the fact of being 
secret or keeping something secret 
(D secret /'siikrot/ adj hidden, not known 
by other people O There is a secret door into 
the cellar. □ to keep something secret to 
make sure that no one knows about some¬ 
thing O She kept his birth secret for twenty 
years. ■ noun 1. a thing which is not known 
or which is kept hidden O If I tell you a secret 
will you promise not to repeat it to anyone? □ 
are they in on the secret? do they know the 
secret? □ to keep a secret not to tell someone 
something which you know and no one else 
does O Can you keep a secret? 2. □ in secret 
without anyone knowing O They met in se¬ 
cret by the lake in the park. □ they make no 
secret of where the money came from ev¬ 
eryone knows where the money came from □ 
what’s the secret of something? how do 
you do something successfully? o What’s the 
secret of making mayonnaise? 
secret agent /,si:krot 'eid 3 ont/ noun a 
spy 

secretarial ^sekri'teorisl/ adj referring to 
the work of a secretary 
secretariat /.sekri'teoriot/ noun an office 
with the job of running an organisation or 
government department, and the officials 
who work in it 

(D secretary /'sekr9t(o)ri/ noun 1. a per¬ 
son who does work such as writing letters, 
answering the phone and filing documents 
for someone 2. an official who keeps the 
minutes and official documents of a commit¬ 
tee or club O He was elected secretary of the 
committee or committee secretary. 3. a Sec¬ 
retary of State, a member of the government 
in charge of a department □ the Secretary 


for Education, the Education Secretary the 

head of the Department for Education and 
Skills 

Secretary General /.sekritCojri 
'd3en(3)rol/ noun the chief administrative 
officer of an international organisation 
(NOTE: The plural is Secretaries General.) 
Secretary of State /,sekr9t(o)ri ov 
'steit/ noun 1. a member of the government 
in charge of a department 2. US a senior 
member of the government in charge of for¬ 
eign affairs (NOTE: The British term is For¬ 
eign Secretary.) 

secret ballot /.siikrot 'baelot/ noun an 
election where the voters vote in secret 
secrete /si'kriit/ verb 1. to produce a liq¬ 
uid substance such as an oil or a hormone O 
The gland secretes hormones. 2. to hide 
something O They found packets of drugs se¬ 
creted under the floor of the car. 
secretion /si'kri:J(9)n/ noun 1. the pro¬ 
cess by which something is produced by a 
gland O This gland stimulates the secretion 
of hormones. 2. a substance produced by a 
gland O Penguins use a secretion from 
glands near their tails to make their feathers 
waterproof. 

secretive /'siikrotrv/ adj liking to keep 
things secret 

(D secretly /'siikrotli/ adv without anyone 
knowing. Antonym openly 
secret police /.siikrot po'liis/ noun a part 
of a police force which spies on members of 
the public 

secret service /.siikrot 's3:vis/ noun a 
government department which spies on other 
countries 

sect /sekt/ noun a religious group 
sectarian /sek'teorion/ adj referring to 
conflicts between religious groups 
sectarianism /sek'teorioniz^jm/ noun 
the existence of religious groups which are 
violently opposed to each other 
(D section /'sekjon/ noun 1. a part of 
something which, when joined to other parts, 
goes to make up a whole O the brass section 
of the orchestra O the financial section of the 
newspaper O He works in a completely dif¬ 
ferent section of the organisation. 2. the act 
of cutting tissue in a surgical operation, t 
caesarean 3. a diagram showing the inside 
of something as if cut open O The drawing 
shows a section through the main part of the 
engine. } cross-section 4. a part of a legal 
document or Act of Parliament O We qualify 
for a grant under Section 23. 
sectional /'sekJon(3)l/ adj 1. built in sec¬ 
tions O They used sectional building tech¬ 
niques to put up the block of flats quickly. 2. 
referring to the interests of certain groups of 
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people O A pressure group inevitably puts 
forward a sectional point of view. 

<D sector /'sekto/ noun 1. a part of the 
economy or of the business organisation of a 
country O All sectors of industry suffered 
from the rise in the exchange rate. O Com¬ 
puter technology is a booming sector of the 
economy. 2. a part of a circle between two 
lines drawn from the centre to the outside 
edge O The circle had been divided into five 
sectors. 

secular /'sekjulo/ adj not religious, not 
connected with religion. Antonym spiritual 
(D secure /si'kjuo/ adj 1. safe against 
something such as attack or robbers O You 
need to keep your jewels secure against theft. 
O He made all the doors secure by fitting 
bolts to them. 2. firmly fixed O Don’t step on 
that plank, it’s not secure. □ to be in a se¬ 
cure job to have a job which you are sure to 
keep for a long time ■ verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing safe or attach something or someone 
firmly O Secure all the doors before the 
storm comes. O She secured herself to the 
rock with a strong rope. 2. to be successful in 
getting something important O He secured 
the backing of a big bank. 3. to get money by 
promising to give property or goods if you 
cannot pay back the money O to secure a 
loan 

securely /si'kjuoli/ adv in a secure way. 
Synonym firmly 

(D securities /si'kjuoritiz/ plural noun 1. 
investments in stocks and shares 2. certifi¬ 
cates to show that someone owns stocks or 
shares 

® security /si'kjuoriti/ noun 1. safety, 
protection against criminals O There were 
worries about security during the prince’s 
visit. O Security in this office is nil. O Secu¬ 
rity guards patrol the factory at night. 2. a 
thing given to someone who has lent you 
money and which is returned when the loan 
is repaid O He uses his house as security for 
a loan. O The bank lent him £20,000 without 
security. □ to stand security for someone to 
guarantee that if someone does not repay a 
loan, you will repay it for him or her 
security check /si'kjuoriti tjek/ noun a 
check to see that no one is carrying some¬ 
thing dangerous or illegal such as a bomb 
Security Council /si'kjuonti .kaunsol/ 
noun the 15-member ruling body of the 
United Nations, of which five pennanent 
members have the power of veto 
security service /si.kjuoroti 's3ivis/ 
noun a government service which looks after 
the security of the country 
sedan /si'dasn/ noun US a two- or 
four-door car with seating for four or five 
people (NOTE: The British term is saloon.) 


sedate /si'deit/ adj calm, solemn and dig¬ 
nified O They live in a sedate suburb. O The 
procession moved at a sedate pace through 
the town. ■ verb to give someone a drug to 
make them calm or go to sleep O The patient 
became violent and had to be sedated. 
sedately /si'deitli/ adv in a calm or serious 
way 

sedation /si'deiJ(o)n/ noun the act of 
calming a patient with a drug □ under seda¬ 
tion having been given a sedative O He was 
still under sedation and could not be seen by 
the police. 

sedative /'sedotiv/ noun a drug which acts 
on the nervous system to help a patient sleep 
or to relieve stress O I was prescribed seda¬ 
tives by my doctor. Synonym tranquilliser ■ 
adj which makes you calm or which makes 
you go to sleep O This herbal tea has a seda¬ 
tive effect. 

sedentary /'sed(9)nt(o)ri/ adj which in¬ 
volves sitting down □ a sedentary occupa¬ 
tion a job where you have to sit down most 
of the time O Keyboarding is a very seden¬ 
tary occupation. 

sediment /'sedimont/ noun solid particles 
which fall to the bottom of a liquid 
sedition /si'dij(3)n/ noun the crime of do¬ 
ing acts, or speaking or publishing words, 
which bring the royal family or the govern¬ 
ment into contempt and which encourage 
civil disorder 

seditious /si'dijos/ adj which encourages 
sedition. Synonym rebellious. Antonym 
loyal 

seduce /si'djuis/ verb 1. to persuade 
someone to have sex o She was seduced by 
her history teacher. 2. to persuade someone 
to do something which is perhaps wrong O 
He was seduced by the idea of earning a vast 
salary. 

seduction /si'dAkJon/ noun 1. the act of 
seducing someone O his seduction of the 
young girl 2. an attractive possibility O He 
was attracted by the seductions of life in the 
South of France. (NOTE: usually plural) 
seductive /si'dAktiv/ adj 1. sexually 
appealing 2. attractive 

(D see /si:/ verb 1. to use your eyes to notice 
something O Can you see that tree in the dis¬ 
tance? O They say eating carrots helps you to 
see in the dark. O We ran because we could 
see the bus coming. O I have never seen a 
badger before. 2. to watch a something such 
as a film O I don’t want to go to the cinema 
this week, Fve seen that film twice already. O 
We saw the football match on TV. 3. to go 
with someone to a place O I’ll see her home. 
O My assistant will see you out. 4. to under¬ 
stand something O I can’t see why they need 
to borrow so much money. O You must see 
that it’s very important for everything to be 
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ready on time. O Don't you see that they ’re 
trying to trick you? O I see -you want me to 
lend you some money. 5. to check to make 
sure that something happens O The 
baby-sitter will see that the children are in 
bed by nine o’clock. O Can you see if a 
cheque has arrived in the post? 6. to meet 
someone O We see her quite often. O She 
doesn’t see much of him. O See you next 
week! O See you again soon! 7. to visit some¬ 
one, e.g. a lawyer or doctor o If you have 
toothache you should see a dentist. O He 
went to see his bank manager to arrange a 
mortgage. 8. used to show a possibility O 
Will you be able to take a holiday this year? 
- We’ll see! (NOTE: sees - seeing - saw 
/so:/ - has seen /si:n/) ■ noun an adminis¬ 
trative area run by a bishop □ he was ap¬ 
pointed to the see of Durham he was made 
Bishop of Durham □ the Holy See the Vati¬ 
can, the office of the Pope 
(D seed /si:d/ noun 1 . a part of a plant which 
is formed after the flowers die and from 
which a new plant will grow O a packet of 
parsley seed O Sow the seeds in fine earth. O 
Can you eat pumpkin seeds? 2. □ to go to 
seed (of a plant) to become tall and produce 
flowers and seeds O The lettuces have gone 
to seed. □ he’s gone to seed he doesn’t look 
after himself properly, he doesn’t look as 
well as he did before ( informal ) 3. (in tennis) 
a player selected as one of the best players in 
a tournament O She’s the top women’s seed. 
O The number one seed was beaten by an un¬ 
seeded player. ■ verb 1. □ to seed itself (of 
a plant) to produce seed which falls onto the 
ground and grows O Primroses have seeded 
themselves all along the side of the motor¬ 
way. 2. to choose the seeds in a tennis com¬ 
petition O He was seeded No. 5 or fifth. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with cede.) 
seedless /'siidlos/ adj (of fruit) with no 
seeds in it 

seedling /'sfidlirj/ noun a very young plant 
growing from a seed 

seedy /'siidi/ adj 1. poor and dirty o The 
tour included three nights in a rather seedy 
hotel. 2. unwell (dated informal) o She won’t 
be coming to work today as she’s feeling 
rather seedy. (NOTE: seedier - seediest) 
see in /,si: 'in/ verb 1. to have a midnight 
party to celebrate something O We stayed up 
late to see the New Year in. 2. □ to see some¬ 
thing in someone to be attracted by someone 
O I can’t understand what she sees in him. 

(D seeing /'sing/ noun the action of sensing 
with the eyes O Seeing is believing. ■ conj □ 
seeing that since O Seeing that everyone’s 
here, let’s begin? 

3) seek /si:k/ verb 1. to look for someone or 
something O The police are seeking a group 
of teenagers who were in the area when the 


attack took place. □ to seek refuge to try to 
find shelter O During the fighting, they 
sought refuge in the British embassy. 2. to 
ask for something O They are seeking dam¬ 
ages from the driver of the car. O She sought 
an interview with the minister. (NOTE: seek¬ 
ing - sought /soit/ - has sought) 
seeker /'si:ko/ noun a person who looks 
for, asks for or is trying to get a particular 
thing O an attention seeker 
(J) seem /si:m/ verb to give the appearance 
of being O She seems to like or It seems that 
she likes her new job. O Everyone seemed to 
be having a good time at the party. O The 
new boss seems very nice. O It seems to me 
that the parcel has gone to the wrong house. 
O It seemed strange to us that no one an¬ 
swered the phone. Synonym appear (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with seam.) 
seemingly /'siimirjli/ adv apparently 
seemly /'siimli/ adj decent or correct (for¬ 
mal). Synonym appropriate. Antonym 
unseemly 
(D seen /si:n/i> see 

see off /,si: 'of/ verb to go to the airport or 
station with someone who is leaving on a 
journey 

seep /si:p/ verb (of a liquid) to flow slowly 
through a substance or out of a container 
seepage /'si:pid 3 / noun 1. the act of seep¬ 
ing 2. an amount of liquid which has seeped. 
Synonym leakage 

seer /sio/ noun a person who can see into 
the future (archaic) 

seesaw /'si:so:/ noun a plank with seats at 
each end, balanced in the middle, so that 
when one end goes down the other goes up o 
The seesaw won’t work properly because 
you ’re heavier than me. ■ verb to go first one 
way then the other O The opinion polls see¬ 
sawed between the two parties. Synonym al¬ 
ternate. Antonym stabilise 
seethe /si:6/ verb 1. to be very angry 2. to 
move about like boiling water 
seething /'siidiij/ adj 1. very angry o He 
was seething when he heard the news. 2. rap¬ 
idly moving about like boiling water O He 
showed her the seething mass of worms in his 
bucket. 

(D see through /,si: '0ru:/ verb 1. to see 
from one side of something to the other O / 
can’t see through the windscreen — it’s so 
dirty. 2. to understand everything, not to be 
tricked by something O We quickly saw 
through their plan. 

see-through /'si: 0ru:/ adj which you can 
see through O see-through material 
see to /'si: tu:/ verb to arrange something 
or make sure that something is done. Syn¬ 
onym deal with 


segment 

segment /'segmont/ noun 1. a part of 
something, especially something which di¬ 
vides naturally into different parts O grape¬ 
fruit segments O 30- to 40-year-olds are the 
most affluent segment of the population. 2. a 
part of a circle or sphere when a line is drawn 
across it 

segregate /'segrigeit/ verb to separate 
people into groups. Antonym integrate 
segregated /'segrigeitid/ adj separated 
into groups □ segregated schools schools 
which only take children of a certain religion 
or skin colour 

segregation /,segri'geij(9)n/ noun a sep¬ 
aration into different groups. Antonym 

integration 

seismic /'saizmik/ adj referring to 
earthquakes 

seismic shock /'saizmik Jok/, seismic 
wave /'saizmik weiv/ noun a shock wave 
which spreads out from the centre of an 
earthquake 

(3) seize /si:z/ verb 1. to grab something and 
hold it tight O She seized the bag of sweets in 
both hands and would not let go. □ to seize 
the opportunity to take advantage of the sit¬ 
uation to do something O When the Presi¬ 
dent’s car slowed down, the man seized the 
opportunity and threw a grenade. 2. to take 
possession of something by force O The cus¬ 
toms seized the shipment of books. 
seize on /'si:z on/, seize upon /'si:z o- 
,pon/ verb to take and use something 
seize up /,siiz 'Ap/ verb to stop working 
properly 

seizure /'sii 3 o/ noun 1. the act of taking 
possession of something O The court ordered 
the seizure of the shipment of books. 2. a sud¬ 
den contraction of the muscles, especially in 
a heart attack or an epileptic fit O ^4 member 
of the audience has had a seizure. O She has 
epileptic seizures. 

® seldom /'seldom/ adv not often. Ant¬ 
onym often (NOTE: The word order when 
seldom is at the beginning of a phrase is: 
you seldom hear or seldom do you hear.) 

(D select /si'lekt/ verb to choose something 
or someone carefully O She looked carefully 
at the shelves before selecting a book. O He 
was selected for the England squad. O Se¬ 
lected items are reduced by 25%. ■ adj 1. 
carefully chosen O a select group of players 
who have scored more than 100 goals in in¬ 
ternational football 2. available to only a few 
rich people O She went to a very select school 
in Switzerland. O They live in a very select 
area. 

(D selection /si'lekj’on/ noun 1. a range O 
There is a huge selection of hats to choose 
from. 2. a thing which has or things which 
have been chosen O a selection of our prod¬ 
uct line O a selection of French cheeses 3. 


self-destruct 

the process of choosing something O the se¬ 
lection procedure 

selection board /si'lekj on bo:d/, selec¬ 
tion committee /si'lekjon ko.miti/ noun a 
committee which chooses a candidate for a 
job 

® selective /si'lektiv/ adj choosing care- 
fully between different possibilities 
selector /si'lekto/ noun a person who 
chooses people to play in a national team 
(D self /self/ noun your own person or char¬ 
acter O She was ill for some time, but now 
she’s her old self again. O She’s not her 
usual happy self today - I think she’s got 
something on her mind. (NOTE: The plural is 
selves.) 

(D self- /self/ prefix referring to yourself 
self-addressed envelope /'selfo'drest 
'envoloup/ noun an envelope with your own 
address on it. Abbr s.a.e. 
self-adhesive /.self od'hiiziv/ adj cov¬ 
ered with a special glue which allows it to be 
stuck to a surface without being moistened 
self-assessment /self o'sesmont/ noun 
1. the practice of assessing for yourself how 
well you have done something such as your 
work 2. calculating for yourself what you 
owe in tax 

self-assured /self o'Joid/ adj confident 
and sure of yourself 

self-awareness /self o'weonos/ noun the 
fact of having a clear and accurate knowl¬ 
edge of your own character 
self-catering /self 'keit(o)rig/ noun the 
practice of doing the cooking for yourself 
self-centred /self 'sentod/ adj thinking 
only about yourself and your own concerns. 
Synonym selfish. Antonym selfless (NOTE: 
The US spelling is self-centered.) 
self-confessed /self kon'fest/ adj who 
admits to being something 
self-confidence /self 'konfidons/ noun 
the fact of being self-confident 
self-confident /self 'konfidont/ adj sure 
that you are able to do something, sure that 
what you are doing is well done, etc. Ant¬ 
onym self-conscious 
self-conscious /self 'konjos/ adj embar¬ 
rassed because you feel you have certain 
faults. Antonym self-confident 
self-contained /.self kon'teind/ adj {of a 
flat or an office) which has its own entrance 
and kitchen, toilets, etc., and does not share 
any facilities with others 
self-control /.self kon'troul/ noun the fact 
of keeping your feelings under control 
self-defence /.self di'fens/ noun the act 
of defending yourself (NOTE: The US spell¬ 
ing is self-defense.) 

self-destruct /.self di'strAkt/ verb to de¬ 
stroy itself 
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self-destructive /self di'strAktiv/ adj 
doing things which are likely to cause your¬ 
self harm 

self-determination /.self dit3imi- 
'neiJ(o)n/ noun a free choice by the people 
of a country as to how they should be gov¬ 
erned. Synonym autonomy 
self-discipline /self 'diso.plin/ noun the 
ability to control your behaviour and do what 
you should do 

self-effacing /self I'feisirj/ adj modest 
about your own achievements or good 
qualities 

self-employed /.self im'ploid/ adj work¬ 
ing for yourself, not employed by a company 
O a self-employed accountant O He worked 
for a bank for ten years but now is 
self-employed. Synonym freelance. Ant¬ 
onym employed ■ plural noun □ the self- 
employed people who work for themselves 
® self-esteem /.self i'sti:m/ noun a good 
opinion of yourself and your ability. Syn¬ 
onym self-respect 

self-evident /self 'evid(o)nt/ adj obvious. 
Antonym unclear 

self-explanatory /.self ik'spkenot^ri/ 
adj which explains itself easily 
self-governing /self 'gAvomg/ adj which 
governs itself. Synonym autonomous 
self-government /self 'gAv(3)nmont/ 
noun the control of a country by its own gov¬ 
ernment, free from foreign influence. Syn¬ 
onym autonomy 

self-help /self 'help/ noun the fact of using 
your own efforts to help yourself, without re¬ 
lying on other people or the government 
self-important /self im'po:t(3)nt/ adj be¬ 
having as if you believe you are very 
important 

self-imposed /.self im'pouzd/ adj chosen 
for yourself 

self-indulgent /self in'dAld3(9)nt/ adj al¬ 
lowing yourself to do what you feel like 
without self-control 

self-inflicted /self in'fliktid/ adj caused 
by yourself 

self-interest /self 'introst/ noun working 
for your own benefit. Synonym selfishness 
(D selfish /'selfiJV adj doing things only for 
yourself and not for other people. Synonym 

self-centred. Antonym selfless 
selfishly /'selfijli/ adv done only for 
yourself 

selfishness /'selfijnos/ noun the fact of 
being selfish 

selfless /'selflos/ adj not thinking of your¬ 
self, only of others. Synonym unselfish. 
Antonym selfish 

self-made /self meid/ adj rich and suc¬ 
cessful because of your own work, not be¬ 
cause you inherited money or position 


self-pity /self 'piti/ noun pity for yourself 
self-portrait /self 'poitreit/ noun a paint¬ 
ing of the artist done by himself or herself 
self-preservation /self ,prez3'veij(3)n/ 
noun the wish to protect yourself from harm 
self-reliance /.self ri'laions/ noun the 
fact of being self-reliant. Synonym inde¬ 
pendence. Antonym dependence 
self-reliant /.self ri'laiont/ adj relying 
only on yourself to make decisions. Syn¬ 
onym independent. Antonym dependent 
self-respect /.self n'spekt/ noun pride in 
yourself. Synonym self-esteem 
self-respecting /.self ri'spektirj/ adj proud 
of yourself ( humorous ) o No self-respecting 
gardener would be pleased with such a 
brown lawn. 

self-righteous /self 'rait/os/ adj feeling 
sure that you are doing what is right. Syn¬ 
onym sanctimonious 
self-rule /self rail/ noun the right of a 
country or a state to govern itself 
self-sacrifice /self 'saekrifais/ noun the 
act of giving something up so that others can 
benefit 

self-satisfied /self 'saetis.faid/ adj feel¬ 
ing very pleased with yourself or with your 
actions 

self-service /.self 's3ivis/ adj {of a shop 
or restaurant) in which you take things your¬ 
self before paying for them, rather than being 
served by an assistant 

self-styled /.self 'staild/ adj with a title 
which you have given yourself 
self-sufficiency /.self so'fiJ(9)nsi/ noun 
the fact of being self-sufficient. Synonym in¬ 
dependence. Antonym dependence 
self-sufficient /.self S9'fij*(3)nt/ adj able 
to provide everything for yourself. Synonym 
independent. Antonym dependent 
self-taught /self 'to:t/ adj who has taught 
himself or herself a skill 
® sell /sel/ verb 1. to give something to 
someone for money O He sold his house to 
my father. O We managed to sell the car for 
£500. O The shop sells vegetables but not 
meat. 2. to be sold O Those packs sell for £25 
a dozen. O Her latest book is selling very 
well. (NOTE: selling - sold /sould/) ■ noun 
the act of selling something □ to give a prod¬ 
uct the hard sell to make great efforts to per¬ 
suade customers to buy a product □ to give a 
product the soft sell to persuade people to 
buy something, by encouraging and not forc¬ 
ing them to do so 

sell-by date /'sel bai deit/ noun the date 
on a packet of food, which is the last date on 
which the food can be sold while it is guaran¬ 
teed to be good 

seller /'selo/ noun 1. a person who sells 
something O There were a few postcard sell- 


seller’s market 


771 


send 


ers by the cathedral. 2. an item which sells O 
This book is a steady seller. 
seller’s market /.setaz 'maikit/ noun a 
situation where a person selling goods or a 
service can ask high prices because there is a 
large demand for the product. Compare 
buyer’s market 

selling /'selig/ noun the action of selling 
something to someone O Selling secondhand 
cars is not an easy business these days. ■ 

suffix □ fast-selling items items which sell 
quickly, t bestselling 

selling price /'selir) prais/ noun a price at 
which someone is willing to sell something 
sell off /,sel 'of/ verb to sell goods quickly 
and cheaply to get rid of them O At the end of 
the day the market traders sell off their fruit 
and vegetables very cheaply. 
sell-off /'sel Df/ noun the act of selling 
something to private buyers 
Sellotape /'selouteip/ trademark a type of 
sticky tape O She put the books in a box and 
sealed it with Sellotape. 

(D sell out /,sel 'aut/ verb 1. to sell your 
business O He sold out to his partner and re¬ 
tired to the seaside. 2. to sell all the stock of 
an item O This item has sold out. O Have you 
got it in a size 12? - No, I’m afraid we’re 
sold out. 3. to give in to a group of influential 
people O The environmental group has ac¬ 
cused the government of selling out to the oil 
companies. | sell out of 
sellout /'selaut/ noun 1. a betrayal of all 
your principles O They said his change of 
policy was a sellout to the forces of the right. 
O It’s a sellout - the council should have 
stood up for our rights. 2. a performance of a 
play, film or concert for which all the tickets 
have been sold O The new musical is a 
sellout. 

sell out of /,sel 'aut dv/ verb □ to sell out 
of an item to sell all the stock of an item o 
The shop has sold out of bread. O Have you 
got it in a size 12? - No, I’m afraid we’ve 
sold out of all the small sizes. 
sell up /,sel 'Ap/ verb to sell a business and 
all the stock 

semantic /so'mcentik/ adj referring to the 
meanings of words and phrases 
semantics noun /si'maentiks/ the study of 
the meanings of words and phrases ■ plural 
noun the practice of arguing about or raising 
objections to the meaning of something O 
His objections to the wording of the contract 
are pure semantics. 

semblance /'semblons/ noun an 
appearance 

semen /'si:mon/ noun a thick pale fluid 
containing spermatozoa, produced by the tes¬ 
tes and ejaculated from the penis (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with seaman.) 


semester /si'mesto/ noun a term in a 
school or college year which only has two 
terms 

semi /semi/ noun same as semi-detached 

semi- /semi/ prefix partly 
semibreve /'semibriiv/ noun a musical 
note equivalent in length to two minims 
semicircle /'semi.saik^)!/ noun half a 
circle 

semicircular /.semi'ssikjulo/ adj shaped 
like half a circle 

semicolon /.semi'koulon/ noun a punctu¬ 
ation mark (;) used to separate two parts of a 
sentence and also used to show a pause 
semiconductor /.semikon'dAkto/ noun a 
material such as silicon which has conductive 
properties between those of a conductor such 
as a metal and those of an insulator 
semi-conscious /'semi'kDnJos/ adj not 
fully conscious 

semi-detached /,semi di'taetJt/ noun a 
semi-detached house 

(D semi-final /,semi 'fain(o)l/ noun one of 
the last two matches in a competition, the 
winners of which go into the final game 
seminal /'seminl/ adj 1 . which acts as the 
starting point for something new O His book 
was a seminal work for future developments 
in the field of nuclear physics. 2. referring to 
semen O seminal fluid 

seminar /'semina:/ noun the meeting of a 
small group of university students to discuss 
a subject with a teacher 
seminary /'seminori/ noun a college 
where people train to become priests 
semiquaver /'semikweivo/ noun a musi¬ 
cal note lasting half as long as a quaver 
semitone /'semitoun/ noun the smallest 
interval between notes in music, the interval 
between two keys on a piano 
senate /'senot/ noun 1. the upper house of 
the legislative body in some countries o She 
was first elected to the Senate in 2001. 2. a 
body which rules a university o Does Senate 
concern itself solely with administrative 
matters? 

senator /'senoto/ noun a member of a sen¬ 
ate (NOTE: written with a capital letter when 
used as a title: Senator Jackson) 

(D send /send/ verb 1 . to make someone or 
something go from one place to another O 
My mother sent me to the baker’s to buy 
some bread. O I was sent home from school 
because I had a headache. O He sent the ball 
into the net. O The firm is sending him out to 
Australia for six months. 2. to use the postal 
services O The office sends 200 Christmas 
cards every year. O Send me a postcard when 
you get to Russia. O Send the letter airmail if 
you want it to arrive next week. O Send your 
donations to the following address. 3. to 
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send away for 

make someone act or feel in a certain way □ 
to send someone crazy, round the bend or 
up the wall to make someone extremely an¬ 
noyed O The noise of the pneumatic drills 
outside the office is sending me up the wall. 
send away for /.send o'wei fo:/ verb to 
write and ask someone to send you some¬ 
thing, usually something which you have 
seen in an advertisement 
send back /.send 'baek/ verb to return 
something by post 

sender /'sends/ noun a person who sends 
something, especially a letter o The letter 
was returned to the sender. □ ‘return to 
sender’ words on an envelope or parcel to 
show that it is to be sent back to the person 
who sent it 

send for /'send fo:/ verb to ask someone to 
come 

send in /.send 'in/ verb to send a letter to 
an organisation 

send off /.send 'Df/ verb 1. (in games) to 
tell someone to go off the field o The referee 
sent both players off. 2. to post something O 
He sent the postcard off without a stamp. 
send-off /'send of/ noun a party where you 
say goodbye to someone who is leaving on a 
long journey ( informal) 
send off for /.send 'Df fo:/ same as send 
away for 

send up /.send 'Ap/ verb 1 . to make some¬ 
thing go up O They sent up an emergency 
flare. O The cold weather has sent up the 
price of vegetables. 2. to make jokes about 
someone ( informal) O In one of his TV 
sketches, he sends up the Foreign Minister. 
senile /'si:nail/ adj referring to someone 
whose is forgetful and confused because of 
old age 

senility /so'niliti/ noun the medical condi¬ 
tion of being senile 

© senior /'si:nio/ adj 1. older o the senior 
members of the tribe 2. more important, e.g. 
in rank O A sergeant is senior to a corporal. 
O My senior colleagues do not agree with 
me. ■ noun 1. an older person o He must be 
at least ten years your senior. 2. US a student 
in his or her fourth year or last year at school 
or college 3. the father in a family where the 
son has the same name O Harry Markovitz 
Senior 

senior citizen /,si:nio 'sitiz(o)n/ noun an 
old person who does not work. Synonym 

pensioner 

seniority /,si:ni'Driti/ noun 1. the fact of 
being older or more important □ the profes¬ 
sors were listed in order of seniority the 
professor who had been in the department the 
longest was put at the top of the list 2 . the 
fact of being a member of a group longer 


than someone else O He has several years ’ 
seniority over me as a member of the club. 
seniors /'sirnioz/ plural noun the older 
children in a school 

senior school /'si:nio sku:l/ noun same 
as secondary school ( informal) 

(D sensation /sen'seiJ(o)n/ noun 1. a gen¬ 
eral feeling O Ifelt a curious sensation as if I 
had been in the room before. 2. a physical 
feeling o She had a burning sensation in her 
arm. 3. a thing or person that causes great ex¬ 
citement O The new ballet was the sensation 
of the season. 

sensational /sen'seiJ(o)nl/ adj 1. which 
causes great excitement O His sensational 
discovery shocked the world of archaeology. 
2. very good O A sensational new film - 
don’t miss it! O You look sensational in that 
outfit. 

sensationalism /sen'seiJ”(o)no,liz(o)m/ 
noun the practice of making things seem es¬ 
pecially exciting or shocking, e.g. in newspa¬ 
per reporting 

(D sense /sens/ noun 1. one of the five 
ways in which you notice something (sight, 
hearing, smell, taste, touch) O He may be 93, 
but he still has all his senses. O His senses 
had been dulled by the drugs he was taking. 
O Dogs have a good sense of smell. 2. a gen¬ 
eral feeling about something O She had a 
sense of being cut off from reality. O The po¬ 
lice seemed to have no sense of urgency. 3. a 
meaning O He was using ‘bear' in the sense 
of ‘to carry ’. 4. the fact of being sensible O 
At least someone showed some sense and 
tried to calm the situation. O She didn ’t have 
the sense to refuse. O I thought Patrick would 
have had more sense than that. □ to have 
more money than sense to have too much 
money and not know how to spend it wisely 
( informal) o Did you see what she bought? — 
She’s got more money than sense! 5. □ in 
one sense, in a sense up to a point, partly o 
In a sense, he was right. □ in no sense in no 
way, not at all O She’s in no sense to blame 
for what happened. ■ verb to be aware of or 
feel something o I could sense the feeling of 
hostility in the room. 

senseless /'senslos/ adj 1. stupid o a 
senseless attack on a little old lady O It’s 
senseless to buy clothes you don’t need, just 
because they are in the sales. 2. unconscious 
O He lay senseless on the ground. 

© sense of humour /.sens ov 'hju:mo/ 
noun an ability to find things funny and not 
be too serious 

senses /'sensiz/ plural noun rational be¬ 
haviour □ to take leave of your senses to go 
mad, to do something very strange O Has she 
taken leave of her senses? □ to come to your 
senses to become rational again O In the end 


sensibility 

he came to his senses and wrote a letter of 
apology. 

sensibility /.sensi'biliti/ noun the ability 
to respond to experiences with emotion ( for¬ 
mal) 

® sensible /'sensib(o)l/ adj 1. showing 
good judgement and wisdom O Staying in¬ 
doors was the sensible thing to do. O Try and 
be sensible for once! 2. {of shoes) strong and 
comfortable for walking, rather than 
fashionable 

sensibly /'sensibli/ adv in a sensible way 
sensitise /'sensitaiz/, sensitize verb to 
make something sensitive to something such 
as light 

® sensitive /'sensitiv/ adj 1. with keen 
feelings, easily upset O She’s a very sensitive 
young woman. O Some actors are extremely 
sensitive to criticism. 2. controversial, which 
may provoke an argument O Human rights is 
a very sensitive issue at the moment. 3. which 
measures very accurately O a very sensitive 
light meter O We need a more sensitive ther¬ 
mometer. 4. which reacts to something O If 
you have very sensitive skin use plenty of 
suntan cream. O Flowers are sensitive to 
fluctuations in temperature and humidity. 

(3) sensitivity ^sensi'tiviti/ noun sensitive 
feelings. Antonym indifference 
sensor /'sensa/ noun an electronic device 
that reacts to something such as heat, light or 
smoke 

sensory /'sensari/ adj referring to the 
senses 

sensual /'sensjusl/ adj referring to plea¬ 
sures of the body, not of the mind 
sensuous /'sensjuas/ adj which gives 
pleasure to the senses. Antonym ascetic 
<S> sent /sent/ 1 > send 

(D sentence /'sentans/ noun 1. words put 
together to make a complete statement, usu¬ 
ally ending in a full stop O I don’t understand 
the second sentence in your letter. O Begin 
each sentence with a capital letter. 2. a 
judgement of a court O He was given a 
six-month prison sentence. O The judge 
passed sentence on the accused. Antonym 
acquittal ■ verb to give someone an official 
legal punishment O She was sentenced to 
three weeks in prison. O He was sentenced to 
death for murder. Antonym acquit 
sentiment /'sentimsnt/ noun a general 
feeling O The government had to take public 
sentiment into account. 
d> sentimental /,senti'ment(9)l/ adj 
showing emotions of love or pity, not reason 
□ to be of sentimental value to be valuable 
because of the memories attached to it, not 
because of its actual money value o The sto¬ 
len watch was of great sentimental value. 


separatist 

sentimentality /.sentimen'tariiti/ noun 
1. the fact of indulging in your emotions 2. 
playing on the emotions in literature or music 
sentimentally /senti'ment(9)li/ adv in a 
sentimental way; using your feelings not 
your reason 

sentiments /'sentimants/ plural noun 
opinions 

sentry /'sentri/, sentinel /'sentin(o)l/ 
noun a soldier on duty, e.g. at a gate. Syn¬ 
onym guard (NOTE: The plural is sentries.) 
sepal /'sep(o)l/ noun a part of a plant like a 
green leaf under the petals of a flower 
separable /'sep(9)r9b(9)l/ adj able to be 
separated 

® separate adj T sep(o)rot/ not together or 
attached O They are in separate rooms. O 
The house has one bathroom with a separate 
toilet. O The dogs were kept separate from 
the other pets. O Can you give us two sepa¬ 
rate invoices? □ to send something under 
separate cover to send something in a differ¬ 
ent envelope or parcel ■ verb /'seporeit/ 1 . 
to divide people or things O The personnel 
are separated into part-timers and full-time 
staff. O The teacher separated the class into 
two groups. 2. to keep people or things apart 
O The police tried to separate the two gangs. 
O Is it possible to separate religion and poli¬ 
tics? 3. to break away from a partner and be¬ 
come independent O They are arguing all the 
time - it wouldn’t surprise me if they were to 
separate. O The Baltic states separated from 
Russia. 

separated /'sepsreitid/ adj not living to¬ 
gether any more 

® separately /'sep(9)r9tli/ adv in a sepa¬ 
rate way, individually 

separates /'sep(a)r9ts/ plural noun pieces 
of women’s clothing, such as skirts, blouses 
or jumpers, which can be worn in different 
combinations 

separation ^sepa'reiJXajn/ noun 1. the 
act of dividing people or things O He favours 
the separation of the students into smaller 
groups. O The separation of the house into 
two flats will require planning permission. 2. 
the fact of living apart O A six-month separa¬ 
tion of mother and child may have long-term 
effects. O After my parents ’ separation I lived 
with my father. 

separatism /'sep(9)r9tiz(9)m/ noun a be¬ 
lief that part of a country should become sep¬ 
arate and independent from the rest 
separatist /'separatist/ adj referring to 
separatism O The separatist movement is 
gaining in popularity. ■ noun a person who 
believes that part of the country should be¬ 
come separate and independent O Basque 
separatists met the Spanish Prime Minister 
today. 
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Sept, abbr September 
® September /sep'tembo/ noun the ninth 
month of the year, between August and Octo¬ 
ber O September 3 O The weather is usually 
good in September. O Her birthday is in Sep¬ 
tember. O Today is September 3rd. O We al¬ 
ways try to take a short holiday in 
September. (NOTE: September 3rd or Sep¬ 
tember 3: say ‘September the third’ or ‘the 
third of September’ or in US English ‘Sep¬ 
tember third’.) 

septic /'septik/ adj (of a part of a body or 
a wound) infected with bacteria 
sepulchre /'seplko/ noun a building con¬ 
taining a tomb or grave (NOTE: The US spell¬ 
ing is sepulcher.) 

sequel /'siikwol/ noun 1 . the continuation 
of something, such as a story or a play O The 
sequel will be screened tomorrow night. 2. a 
result, something which follows O The sequel 
to the discovery was that the driver of the 
truck was arrested. 

(D sequence /'siikwons/ noun 1. a series 
of things which happen or follow one after 
the other O The sequence of events which led 
to the accident. 2. □ in sequence in order of 
numbers O Make sure that the invoices are 
all in sequence according to their numbers. 
3. a scene in a film O They showed some se¬ 
quences from her latest film. 
sequin /'silk win/ noun a small round shiny 
metal ornament, sewn onto clothes 
serenade ^sero'neid/ noun a love song o 
He sang a serenade. ■ verb to sing a love 
song to someone O He serenaded her from 
the street below her window. 
serene /so'riin/ adj calm, not worried 
serenely /so'riinli/ adv calmly 
serenity /so'remti/ noun the fact of being 
calm 

d> sergeant /'savant/ noun a 
non-commissioned officer in the army or the 
police, the rank above a corporal (NOTE: also 
used as a title before a surname: Sergeant 
Jones) 

sergeant major /,sa:d 3 (o)nt meid39/ 
noun a non-commissioned officer of middle 
rank in the army and some other armed 
forces 

serial /'sioriol/ adj in a series O Place the 
cards in serial order. Antonym random ■ 
noun a radio or TV play which is presented 
in several parts O an Australian police serial 

(NOTE: Do not confuse with cereal.) 
serialise /'sioriolaiz/, serialize verb to 
make something such as a book into a serial 
serial killer /'sioriol 'kilo/, serial mur¬ 
derer /'sioriol 'trmidoro/ noun a person who 
has committed several murders, one after the 
other 


serial number /'sioriol .nAmbo/ noun a 
number that is given to something such as a 
piece of equipment or a bank note so that it 
can be identified 

(J) series /'sioriiz/ noun 1. a group of things 
which come one after the other in order O We 
had a series of phone calls from the bank. 2. 
TV or radio programmes which are broadcast 
at the same time each week O There’s a new 
wildlife series starting this week. (NOTE: The 
plural is series.) 

(D serious /'siorios/ adj 1. not funny; not 
joking O a very serious play O He ’ s such a 
serious little boy. O Stop laughing - it’s very 
serious. O He’s very serious about the pro¬ 
posal. O The doctor’s expression was very 
serious. 2. important and possibly dangerous 
O There was a serious accident on the motor¬ 
way. O The storm caused serious damage. O 
There’s no need to worry - it’s nothing seri¬ 
ous. 3. carefully planned O The management 
is making serious attempts to improve work¬ 
ing conditions. 

(D seriously /'sioriosli/ adv 1. in a serious 
way O She should laugh more - she mustn’t 
always take things so seriously. 2. badly O 
The cargo was seriously damaged by water. 
O Her mother is seriously ill. 3. with a lot of 
thought O They seriously considered emi¬ 
grating. O We are taking the threat from our 
competitors very seriously. 
seriousness /'siiriosnos/ noun the fact of 
being serious 

sermon /'s3:mon/ noun 1 . a talk given by a 
priest in church O He gave a sermon about 
the need to love your neighbours. 2. a serious 
talk giving someone advice ( informal ) o We 
all have to listen to the head teacher’s annual 
sermon about drugs. 

serotonin /.sioro'toumn/ noun a chemical 
in your body which affects your moods and 
the sending of messages through your nerves 
serpent /'s3:pont/ noun a snake ( literary or 
dated) 

serrated /so'reitid/ adj with V-shaped 
teeth along the edge. Synonym jagged 
(D servant /'s3:vont/ noun a person who is 
paid to work for a family O They employ two 
servants in their London home. O Get it your¬ 
self-I’m not your servant! 

® serve /s3iv/ verb 1. to give food or 
drink to someone O She served the soup in 
small bowls. O It’s a buffet lunch - take a 
plate and serve yourself O Has everyone 
been served? 2. to bring food or drink to 
someone at table O Which waitress is 
serving this table? 3. to go with a dish O 
Fish is served with a white sauce. O You 
usually serve red wine with meat. 4. to be 
enough food for a number of people O The 
packet contains enough to serve six. 5. to 
work as an official O He served in the army 
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for ten years. 6. to help a customer, e.g. in 
a shop O Are you being served? O The 
manager served me himself O Will you 
serve this lady next, please? 7. to provide a 
service for people or a place o The local bus 
serves the villages in the hills. O The aim 
of our organisation is to serve the local com¬ 
munity. O This hospital serves the western 
side of the city. 8. (in games like tennis) to 
start the game by hitting the ball O She 
served two aces in a row. O He served first. 
9. □ to serve as something to be useful as 
something O The tall hedge serves as a 
screen to cut out the noise from the motor¬ 
way. ■ noun (in games like tennis) the ac¬ 
tion of hitting the ball first O She has a very 
powerful serve. 

(D server /'s3:v3/ noun 1. a dedicated 
computer or program which provides a 
function to a network 2. (in games like 
tennis) a person who is serving o The server 
stands behind the baseline. 3. a person who 
helps a priest at mass O The server held the 
book for the priest. 

<S) service /'s3ivis/ noun 1. a time when 
you work for a company or organisation 
or in the armed forces O Did he enjoy 
his service in the army? O She did six years ’ 
service in the police. O He was awarded a 
gold watch for his long service to the com¬ 
pany. O He saw service in Northern Ireland. 
□ length of service the number of years 
someone has worked 2. the act of serving or 
helping someone in a shop or restaurant O 
The food is good here, but the service is very 
slow. O The bill includes an extra 10% for 
service. O Is the service included? O The bill 
does not include service. 3. a regular check 
of a machine O The car has had its 
20,000-kilometre service. 4. a group of peo¬ 
ple working together O the ambulance ser¬ 
vice □ the (armed) services the army, the 
navy and the air force O Have you thought 
about a career in the services? O Service 
families often have to travel abroad. 5. the 
provision of a facility which the public 
needs O Our train service to London is 
very bad. O The postal service is efficient. O 
The bus service is very irregular. O The hotel 
provides a laundry service. □ the rent in¬ 
cludes services the rent includes the cost of 
water, gas and electricity 6. a favour, some¬ 
thing done for someone O You would do me a 
great service if you could carry my suitcases 
for me. □ to be of service to someone to help 
someone ( formal) o Can I be of service to 
anyone? 7. a religious ceremony O My 
mother never misses the nine o ’clock service 
on Sundays. 8. (in games like tennis) the ac¬ 
tion of hitting the ball first O She has a very 
powerful service. 9. a set of china for a meal 
■ verb to keep a machine in good working 


order O The car needs to be serviced every 
six months. 

serviceable /'s3:visob(3)l/ adj practical, 
which will be useful 

service area /'s3:vis .earia/ noun a place 
next to a motoiway where you can stop and 
buy petrol or get food 

service centre /'s3ivis .senta/ noun an 
office or workshop which specialises in 
keeping machines in good working order 
service charge /'s3ivis tja:d3/ noun a 
charge added to a bill in a restaurant to pay 
for service 

service industry /'s3ivis .indastri/ noun 
an industry which does not make products, 
but offers a service, e.g. banking, insurance 
or transport 

serviceman /'s3:vism3n/ noun a male 
member of the army, navy or air force (NOTE: 
The plural is servicemen.) 

(D services /'s3ivisiz/ noun an area next to 
a motorway with a service station, restaurants 
and sometimes a hotel 

<D service station /'s3ivis ,steij(3)n/ 
noun a garage where you can buy petrol and 
have small repairs done to a car 
servicewoman /'s3:viswum3n/ noun a 
woman member of the army, navy or air 
force (NOTE: The plural is servicewomen.) 
servicing /'s3ivisir)/ noun the action of re¬ 
pairing a machine 

serviette /,S3:vi'et/ noun a square piece of 
cloth or paper used to protect clothes and 
wipe your mouth at meals (NOTE: Although 
serviette is perfectly correct English, some 
people prefer to use the word napkin.) 
servile /'S3:vail/ adj too willing to obey 
someone else. Synonym submissive 
servility /S31 1 viliti/ noun behaviour that 
shows too much obedience to what someone 
else wants 

<D serving /'S3ivig/ noun an amount of 
food served to one person 
servitude /'s3:vitju:d/ noun having to 
work hard for other people (formal) 
sesame /'sessmi/ noun 1. a plant with 
small flat seeds that are used in cooking, 
sometimes scattered on top of bread or cakes, 
or to make oil 2. □ open sesame words, spo¬ 
ken by a magician, which are supposed to 
make something open magically O The boy 
said ‘Open, sesame’ and the rock rolled 
away to reveal a cave full of gold. 

(D session /'sej(3)n/ noun 1. the time 
when an activity is taking place O All these 
long sessions in front of the computer screen 
are ruining my eyesight. □ a practice session 
a time when someone, e.g. an athlete or a ten¬ 
nis player, practises 2. a meeting, e.g. of a 
committee or of parliament O The first ses¬ 
sion of the all-party talks will be held on 


set 

Monday. □ opening or closing session the 
first or last part of a conference □ in session 
in the process of meeting O The committee 
has been in session for two hours. 

(D set /set/ noun 1. a group of things which 
go together, which are used together or which 
are sold together O He carries a set of tools 
in the back of his car. O The six chairs are 
sold as a set. 2. (in films) a place where a film 
is shot O She has to be on set at 7.00 a.m. O 
We went on a tour of the studios and watched 
a set being built. 3. (in games like tennis) 
one part of a match, consisting of several 
games O She won the set 7-5. O He lost the 
first two sets. ■ verb 1. to put something in a 
special place O She set the plate of biscuits 
down on the table next to her chair. □ to set 
the table to put the knives, forks, plates, 
glasses, cups, etc., in their right places on the 
table 2. to fix something O When we go to 
France we have to set our watches to French 
time. O The price of the new computer has 
been set at £500. 3. to fix a broken limb in 
position O The doctor set his broken arm. 4. 
(of broken bones) to heal o The broken wrist 
is setting very well. 5. to give work to some¬ 
one or prepare a puzzle or competition for 
someone to do o The teacher has set us some 
homework for the weekend. O Who set this 
quiz? - It is very difficult. O He sets the 
crosswords in the local paper. □ this book 
has been set for the exam this book is on the 
list of books which have to be studied before 
the exam □ to set someone to work to give 
someone work to do O The children were set 
to work washing up. 6. to make something 
happen O He went to sleep smoking a ciga¬ 
rette and set the house on fire. O All the pris¬ 
oners were set free. O I had been worried 
about her, but her letter set my mind at rest. 
7. (of the sun, moon or a planet) to go down 
O The sun rises in the east and sets in the 
west. 8. to write music to go with words o 
The poem about cats was set to music. 9. to 
put a text into printed characters O The idi¬ 
oms in this dictionary have been set in bold. 
(NOTE: sets - setting - set - has set) ■ 
adj 1. fixed, which cannot be changed o 
Visits are only allowed at set times. 2. ready 
O We 're all set for a swim. O My bags are 
packed and I’m all set to leave. O The gov¬ 
ernment is set to introduce new anti-smoking 
laws, o Her latest novel is set to become the 
best-selling book of the year. □ ‘on your 
marks, get set, go!’ orders given to runners 
at the beginning of a race 
set about /,set o'baut/ verb to start to do 
something. Synonym begin 
set aside /, set o' said/ verb 1 . to dismiss or 
reject something O The proposal was set 
aside by the committee. 2. to save something 
and keep it for future use O We set money 


setting 

aside every month for the children’s 
holidays. 

set back /,set 'bask/ verb 1 . to delay some¬ 
thing or make something late O The bad 
weather has set the harvest back by two 
weeks. 2. to place something further back O 
The house is set back from the road. 3. □ to 
set someone back to be a cost to someone 
(informal) o The meal set me back £100. 

® setback /'setback/ noun a problem 
which makes something late or stops some¬ 
thing going ahead. Synonym hindrance. 
Antonym boost 

set book /set 'buk/ noun a book which is 
on the list of books which have to be studied 
for an exam 

set down /,set 'daun/ verb 1. to let passen¬ 
gers get off O The bus set down several pas¬ 
sengers and two others got on. 2. to put 
something in writing O The rules are set 
down in this booklet. 

set in /'set 'in/ verb to start and become 
permanent 

set menu /set 'menju:/ noun a menu 
which camiot be changed 
(D set off /,set 'Df/ verb 1. to begin a trip o 
We ’re setting off for Germany tomorrow. O 
They all set off on a long walk after lunch. 2. 
to start something happening O They set off a 
bomb in the shopping centre. O If you touch 
the wire it will set off the alarm. O Being in 
the same room as a cat will set off my 
asthma. 

set out /,set 'aut/ verb 1. to begin a jour¬ 
ney O The hunters set out to cross the moun¬ 
tains. O We have to set out early tomorrow. 
2. to explain something clearly O We asked 
her to set out the details in her report. 3. to 
aim to do something O He set out to ruin the 
party. 

set piece /set pits/ noun 1. an action 
which is carefully planned and carried out 2. 
a part of a work of art, e.g. a film or a play, 
which is very dramatic and very special 
set square /'set skweo/ noun an instru¬ 
ment to help you draw lines, shaped like a 
right-angled triangle 

settee /se'tii/ noun a sofa, a long seat with 
a soft back where several people can sit. Syn¬ 
onym sofa 

setter /'sets/ noun 1. a hunting dog trained 
to find game for hunters O He came into the 
park with two red setters. 2. a person who 
sets a puzzle or competition 
® setting /'setig/ noun 1. the background 
for a story O The setting for the story is Hong 
Kong in 1935. 2. a silver or gold frame in 
which a precious stone is fixed O a diamond 
in a silver setting 3. a position at which a ma¬ 
chine can be set O Set the microwave at its 
highest setting. 
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© settle /'set(o)l/ verb 1. to arrange or 
agree something O Well, I’m glad every¬ 
thing ’s settled at last. O Have you settled the 
title for the new film yet? O It took six months 
of negotiation for the union and management 
to settle their differences. 2. to end a dispute 
3. □ to settle a bill to pay a bill O Please set¬ 
tle this invoice without delay. O The insur¬ 
ance company refused to settle his claim for 
damages. 4. to go to live in a new country O 
They sold everything and settled in Canada. 
O The first pioneers settled in this valley in 
about 1860. 5. to place yourself in a comfort¬ 
able position O She switched on the television 
and settled in her favourite armchair. 6. □ to 
settle money on someone to arrange for 
money to be passed to trustees to hold for 
someone in the future O They settled £2,000 
a year on their new grandson. 7. to fall to the 
ground, or to the bottom of something, gently 
O Wait for the dust to settle. O A layer of mud 
settled at the bottom of the pond. ■ noun a 
long wooden bench with a back O They sat 
on a settle by the pub fire, smoking pipes. 
settled /'set(o)ld/ adj fixed or unchanging. 
Synonym established 
settle down /,set(o)l 'daun/ verb 1. to 
place yourself in a comfortable position O Af¬ 
ter dinner, she likes to settle down in a com¬ 
fortable chair with a good book. 2. to change 
to a calmer way of life without many changes 
of house or much travelling O He has worked 
all over the world, and doesn’t seem ready to 
settle down. O She had lots of boyfriends, and 
then got married and settled down in Surrey. 
settle for /'set(3)l fo:/ verb to choose or to 
decide on something which is not quite what 
you want 

settle in /,set(o)l 'in/ verb to become ac¬ 
customed to something new such as a house 
or job 

© settlement /'set(o)lm3nt/ noun 1. the 
payment of a bill O This invoice has not been 
paid - can you arrange for immediate settle¬ 
ment? 2. an agreement in a dispute O In the 
end a settlement was reached between man¬ 
agement and workers. 3. a place where a 
group of people come to live O a mining set¬ 
tlement in the hills 

settle on /'set(o)l Dn/ verb 1. to decide on 
or choose something O After a lot of hesita¬ 
tion we finally settled on the red one. 2. (of 
an insect, etc.) to come to rest on something 
O If only the butterfly would settle on that 
flower I’d be able to take a picture of it. 

© settler /'set(9)lo/ noun a person who 

goes to live in a new country 

settle up /,set(o)l '\pl verb to pay a bill, to 

pay the total of what is owed 

set to /,set 'tu:/ verb to start to work hard 

(dated) 


set-to /'set tu:/ noun an argument or fight 
(informal). Synonym confrontation 
set-top box /.set top 'boks/ noun a de¬ 
vice shaped like a box, which is used to oper¬ 
ate cable television 

set up /.set 'Ap/ verb 1. to establish some¬ 
thing O to set up a committee or a working 
party O A fund has been set up to receive do¬ 
nations from the public. O He set himself up 
as an estate agent. □ to set up a company to 
start a company legally □ to set up home or 
house to go somewhere to live in your own 
flat or house O They don’t intend to set up 
house yet. 2. to deceive someone deliberately 
(informal) o We were set up by the police. 
setup /'setAp/ noun an organisation (infor¬ 
mal) 

© seven /'sev(o)n/ noun number 7 O There 
are only seven children in his class. O She’s 
seven (years old) next week. O The train is 
supposed to leave at seven (o ’clock). □ the 
seven hundreds (700s) the years from 700 to 
799 AD 

© seventeen /,sev(9)n'ti:n/ noun number 
17 O He will be seventeen (years old) next 
month. O The train leaves at seventeen six¬ 
teen (17.16). □ the seventeen hundreds 
(1700s) the years from 1700 to 1799 
© seventeenth adj, noun referring to 17 O 
Today is October the seventeenth or the sev¬ 
enteenth of October (October 17th). O Q is 
the seventeenth letter of the alphabet. O It’s 
his seventeenth birthday next week. O He 
came seventeenth out of thirty. □ the seven¬ 
teenth century the years from 1600 to 1699 
© seventh /'sevonO/ adj, noun referring to 
7 O Henry the Seventh (Henry VII) O His of¬ 
fice is on the seventh floor. O It’s her seventh 
birthday on Saturday. O What is the seventh 
letter of the alphabet? O The seventh of July 
or July the seventh (July 7th). □ the seventh 
century the period from 600 to 699 AD ■ 
noun one part of seven equal parts 
© seventy /'sev(o)nti/ noun number 70 o 
She will be seventy (years old) on Tuesday. O 
That shirt cost him more than seventy dol¬ 
lars. □ she’s in her seventies she is between 
70 and 79 years old □ the (nineteen) seven¬ 
ties (1970s) the years from 1970 to 1979 
sever /' sevo/ verb to cut off 
© several /'sev(o)rol/ adj, pron more than 
a few, but not a lot O Several buildings were 
damaged in the storm. O We’ve met several 
times. O Several of the students are going to 
Italy. O Most of the guests left early but sev¬ 
eral stayed on till midnight. 

© severe /si'vio/ adj 1. very strict o He 
was very severe with any child who did not 
behave. O Discipline in the school was se¬ 
vere. 2. having a veiy bad effect O The gov¬ 
ernment imposed severe financial 
restrictions on importers. O The severe 
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severely 

weather has closed several main roads. 
(NOTE: severer - severest) 

<S> severely /si'violi/ adv 1. strictly o She 
was severely punished for being late. 2. 
badly O a severely injured survivor O Train 
services have been severely affected by snow. 
severity /si'veriti/ noun the quality of be¬ 
ing severe 

(D sew /sou/ verb to attach, make or repair 
something by using a needle and thread 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with sow. Note also: 
sewing - sewed - sewn /soun/.) 
sewage /'su:id 3 / noun waste water and 
other waste from toilets, carried away in 
pipes under the ground 
sewer /'suio/ noun a large pipe which takes 
waste water and refuse away from buildings 
(D sewing /'souir)/ noun things such as 
clothes which someone is in the process of 
sewing 

sewing machine /'souip mo Ji:n/ noun a 
machine which you use for sewing 
sewn /soun/ 1 > sew 

(D sex /seks/ noun 1. one of two groups, 
male and female, into which animals and 
plants can be divided O They ’ve had a baby, 
but I don’t blow what sex it is. O There is no 
discrimination on the grounds of sex, race 
and religion. □ the opposite sex people of 
the other sex to yours O He’s very attractive 
to the opposite sex. 2. sexual activity O a film 
full of sex and violence O Sex was the last 
thing on her mind. □ to have sex with some¬ 
one to perform a sexual act with someone 
sexagenarian /.seksodso'neorion/ noun 
a person who is between sixty and sixty-nine 
years old 

sex appeal /'seks o.piil/ noun the fact of 
being attractive to the opposite sex 
sex education /'seks edju,keij(3)n/ 
noun the practice of teaching children about 
adult sexual relations 

sexism /'seksiz(o)m/ noun unfair treat¬ 
ment because of a person’s sex 
sexist /'seksist/ adj unfair towards one of 
the sexes, especially women 
sex life /'seks laif/ noun the part of some¬ 
one’s life that involves their sexual 
relationships 

sex offender /'seks o.fendo/ noun a per¬ 
son who commits a crime involving sexual 
activity 

sextant /'sekstont/ noun an instrument 
formerly used to calculate the position of a 
ship by measuring angles between a star and 
the horizon 

(D sexual /'sekjuol/ adj referring to sex o 
Their relationship was never sexual. □ sex¬ 
ual partner a person you have sex with 

sexual harrassment /.sekfuol ho- 
'rsesmont/ noun actions such as touching 


someone or talking to them about sexual mat¬ 
ters in an unpleasant way which makes them 
feel extremely uncomfortable and worried 
sexual intercourse /.sekjuol 'intokois/ 
noun the act in which a man puts his penis 
inside a woman’s vagina 
(D sexuality /.sekju'asliti/ noun sexual 
feelings or activity 

sexually /'sekjuoli/ adv in a sexual way 

sexually transmitted disease 

/,sekju3li trasns.mitid di'ziiz/ noun a dis¬ 
ease passed from one person to another by 
having sex. Also called sexually transmit¬ 
ted infection 

sexual orientation /.sekfuol .oirion- 
'teiJ(o)n/ noun attraction to someone of the 
opposite sex, of the same sex or both 
sex worker /seks 'w3:ko/ noun a person 
who gets paid to have sex with people or who 
appears in pornographic films or photographs 
(D sexy /'seksi/ adj sexually attractive 
(NOTE: sexier - sexiest) 

SGML noun a computer language which 
uses a system of codes to create files 
sh If/, shh interj used to ask for silence 
shabby /'Jaebi/ adj 1. (of clothes) of poor 
quality or looking worn out O He wore a 
shabby coat with two buttons missing. 2. not 
kind or honest □ shabby trick an unkind act 
O That was a shabby trick to play on a poor 
old lady. 

shack /faek/ noun a rough wooden shelter 
O He lived for years in a little shack in the 
woods. Synonym hut ■ verb □ to shack up 
with someone to go to live with someone 
(slang) o They’re shacked up together iti a 
flat in Notting Hill Gate. 
shackle /'Jaek(o)l/ verb to fasten someone 
to something or to another person with a 
chain O The prisoners were shackled 
together. 

shackles /'Ja 2 k(o)lz/ plural noun chains 
for fastening a prisoner O He wore shackles 
round his ankles. O She was desperate to es¬ 
cape from the shackles of her life in the 
vicarage. 

shade /feid/ noun 1 . a variety of a particu¬ 
lar colour O Her hat is a rather pretty shade 
of green. 2. a dark place which is not in the 
sun O Let’s try and find some shade - it’s too 
hot in the sun. O The sun’s so hot that we ’ll 
have to sit in the shade. 3. □ to put someone 
in the shade to make someone seem less im¬ 
pressive O His acting puts the rest of the cast 
in the shade. 4. a cover put over the top part 
of a light O I don ’t like the bright orange 
shade you bought. O a brass table lamp with 
a red silk shade ■ verb to protect something 
from light of the sun O She shaded her eyes 
against the sun. O The old birch tree shades 
that corner of the garden. 
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shaded /'Jeidid/ adj 1. covered in shade o 
These plants will do well in a shaded part of 
the garden. 2. in a darker colour than the sur¬ 
rounding areas O The shaded part of the plan 
shows where the new office block will be 
built. 

shades /Jeidz/ plural noun sunglasses (in¬ 
formal) 

shading /Jeidir)/ noun 1. making part of a 
picture darker O The shading on the face was 
particularly fine. 2. making a drawing darker 
by drawing thin lines close together O On 
this chart, we use different types of shading 
to indicate different crops. 

<D shadow /'Jaedou/ noun 1. a dark place 
behind an object where light is cut off by the 
object O In the evening, the trees cast long 
shadows across the lawn. O She saw his 
shadow move down the hall. O They rested 
for a while, in the shadow of a large tree. 2. a 
small amount O a shadow of suspicion ■ 
verb 1. to follow someone closely, but with¬ 
out being seen O The drug dealer was shad¬ 
owed by two undercover policemen. 2. to be 
an Opposition MP covering a government 
department O She is shadowing the Health 
Secretary. 

shadowy / Jaedoui/ adj not easily seen or 
not well known (NOTE: shadowier - 
shadowiest) 

shady /' Jeidi/ adj 1. out of the light of the 
sun O At midday in Madrid, it’s better to 
walk on the shady side of the street. 2. which 
provides a cool dark area O They drank beer 
sitting under a shady tree. 3. not honest O He 
made several shady deals. □ shady charac¬ 
ter a person who may be a criminal 
(D shaft /Jaift/ noun 1. the thin stick which 
is the main part of a weapon such as an arrow 
or a spear O He pulled on the shaft to get the 
javelin out of the ground. 2. the long handle 
of a tool such as a spade o The shaft of the 
spade was so old it snapped in two. 3. a thin 
beam of light O Tiny particles of dust were 
dancing in a shaft of sunlight. 4. a thin bar 
which connects parts of an engine O The 
shaft transmits power from the engine to the 
propeller. 5. a deep hole comiecting one 
place to another O The ventilation shaft had 
become blocked. 

shaggy /'Jaegi/ adj long and untidy. Syn¬ 
onym hairy 

shaggy dog story /Jaegi dog ,sto:ri/ 
noun a very long story with an unexpectedly 
silly ending (NOTE: shaggier - shaggiest) 

(t> shake /Jeik/ verb 1. to move something 
from side to side or up and down O Shake the 
bottle before pouring. O The house shakes 
every time a train goes past. O His hand 
shook as he opened the envelope. □ to shake 
your head to move your head from side to 
side to mean ‘no’ O When I asked my dad if I 


could borrow the car he just shook his head. 
2. to shock someone O His family was shaken 
by the news that he had been arrested. O The 
sight of it really shook me. (NOTE: shaking - 
shook /Juk/ - has shaken) ■ noun 1. the 
action of moving rapidly up and down O If 
the tomato sauce won’t come out, give the 
bottle a shake. 2. moving from side to side O 
He indicated ‘no ’ with a shake of his head. 

(D shake hands /Jeik 'haendz/ verb □ to 
shake hands, to shake someone’s hand to 
greet someone by holding their right hand O 
He shook hands with me. O She refused to 
shake my hand. O The negotiators shook 
hands and sat down at the conference table. 
□ to shake hands on a deal to shake hands 
to show that a deal has been agreed, t 
handshake 

COMMENT: In Britain and the USA you 
shake hands with someone mainly in fairly 
formal circumstances, for example when you 
meet them for the first time or when you are 
saying goodbye to someone and do not ex¬ 
pect to see them again soon. You do not 
usually shake hands with people you see ev¬ 
ery day. 

shaken /Jeikon/ adj very upset or 
frightened 

(D shake off /Jeik 'of/ verb to get rid of 
something, usually something unpleasant 
shakeout /Jeikaut/ noun a situation in 
which there is a reduction in the number of 
people or companies working in a particular 
business or organisation 
shakeup /JeikAp/ noun a total 
reorganisation 

shaky / Jeiki/ adj 1. not very safe, not very 
reliable O Be careful, that ladder is a bit 
shaky. O The champion driver got off to a 
shaky start. O Your argument sounds a bit 
shaky to me. 2. feeling weak O He’s still 
shaky after his operation. (NOTE: shakier - 
shakiest) 

shale /Jeil/ noun a soft rock formed from 
clay, which splits easily into thin sheets 
® shall /Jo 1, Jael / modal verb 1. used to 
make the fixture tense O We shall be out on 
Saturday evening. O I shan ’t say anything -1 
shall keep my mouth shut! O Tomorrow we 
shan’t be home until after 10 o ’clock. 2. used 
to show a suggestion O Shall we open the 
windows? O Shall I give them a ring? (NOTE: 
shall is mainly used with I and we. The 
negative is shan’t /Joint/. The past tense is 
should, should not usually shouldn’t.) 
shallot /Jo'lDt/ noun a type of small onion 
(D shallow /Jaelou/ adj 1. not far from top 
to bottom O Children were playing in the 
shallow end of the pool. O The river is so 
shallow in summer that you can walk across 
it. Antonym deep 2. without any serious 
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meaning O It’s a very shallow treatment of a 
serious subject. (NOTE: shallower - 
shallowest) 

shallows /'Jaslouz/ plural noun parts of a 
river or the sea where the water is shallow 
sham /Jaem/ adj giving the appearance of 
being real O They set up a sham company to 
conceal their activities. Synonym fake ■ 
noun a person or thing which is false o Her 
claim to be a great pianist is just a sham. O 
The government’s promises were just a sham. 
■ verb to pretend O He lay still, shamming 
death, and the lion went away. Synonym 
fake (NOTE: shamming - shammed) 
shamble /'Jcembol/ verb to walk slowly 
and heavily O He shambled into the bar and 
ordered a beer. □ to shamble along to walk 
slowly or lazily along O They shambled 
along, enjoying the sunshine. 
shambles /'Jaembolz/ noun 1. a complete 
lack of organisation O The whole trip to 
Paris was a shambles - lost tickets, no hotel 
booking, everything that could go wrong did 
go wrong. 2. a mess O She stood at the door 
looking at the shambles after the office party. 
O Tidy up your bedroom - it is an absolute 
shambles. 

shambolic /Jaem'bDlik/ adj completely 
without order ( informal ) Synonym dis¬ 
organised 

(D shame /Jeim/ noun 1. feeling caused by 
having done something which you should not 
have done O To my shame, I did nothing to 
help. O She went bright red with shame. □ to 
die of shame to feel very ashamed O I could 
have died of shame! 2. □ what a shame, it’s 
a shame how sad O What a shame you could- 
n ’t come to the party! O It’s a shame your fa¬ 
ther isn’t well - I’m sure he would have 
enjoyed the play. O It’s a shame to have to go 
to the office on such a glorious day. □ shame 
on you! you should be ashamed of yourself ■ 
verb □ to shame someone into doing some¬ 
thing to make someone do something be¬ 
cause they feel ashamed O We hope to shame 
her into contributing to the party. 
shamefaced /Jeim'feist/ adj embarrassed 
and showing that you are ashamed 
shameful /'Jeimf(9)l/ adj extremely im¬ 
moral or dishonest, causing shame. Synonym 
disgraceful 

shameless /'Jeimlos/ adj without shame 
® shampoo /Jaem'pu:/ noun 1. liquid soap 
for washing your hair or for washing things 
such as carpets or cars O There are sachets of 
shampoo in the bathroom. 2. the action of 
washing the hair O She went to the hair¬ 
dresser’s for a shampoo. ■ verb to wash 
something with shampoo O The hairdresser 
shampooed her hair, and then cut it. O They 
have a machine for shampooing carpets. 
(NOTE: shampooing - shampooed) 
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shamrock /'Jaemrok/ noun a small plant 
with leaves which are have three parts 
shandy /'Jaendi/ noun a cold drink made 
by mixing beer and lemonade (NOTE: The 

plural is shandies.) 

shank /Jaerjk/ noun 1. the straight central 
part of a tool 2. meat from the leg of an ani¬ 
mal O I bought a piece of shank to make a 
stew. 

<D Shan’t /Joint/ short form shall not 
shanty /'Jaenti/ noun a rough wooden shel¬ 
ter O The immigrants live in shanties round 
the outskirts of the city. 
shanty town /'Jaenti taun/ noun a large 
group of huts belonging to poor people 
(D shape /Jeip/ noun 1. the form of how 
something looks O A design in the shape of a 
letter S. O The old table was a funny shape. □ 
this pullover’s beginning to lose its shape it 
is beginning to stretch 2. □ in good shape in 
good physical form O He’s in good shape for 
the race. O She’s in a very bad shape. □ to 
take shape to begin to look as it will do 
when finished O After all his hard work, the 
new garden in beginning to take shape. □ in 
any shape or form of any type o The boss 
does not tolerate criticism in any shape or 
form. ■ verb to make into a particular form O 
He shaped the pastry into the form of a little 
boat. 

® shaped /Jeipt/ adj with a particular 
shape 

shapeless /'Jeiplos/ adj with no definite 
shape 

shapely /'Jeipli/ adj with an attractive 
shape 

shape up /Jeip 'Ap/ verb to result, to end 
up O Things are shaping up as we expected. 
O It’s shaping up to be a fine day. 

(J) share /Jeo/ noun 1. a part of something 
that is divided between two or more people o 
Did he get his share of the prize? O Take 
your share of the cake and leave me the rest. 
O She should have paid her share of the food 
bill. O There’s a lot of work to do, so every¬ 
one must do their share. □ to have a share in 
to take part in, to have a part of O All the staff 
should have a share in decisions about the 
company’s future. O She has her share of the 
responsibility for the accident. 2. one of the 
many equal parts into which a company’s 
capital is divided O He bought 2000 shares in 
Marks and Spencer. O Shares fell on the Lon¬ 
don Stock Exchange. (NOTE: The usual US 
term is stock.) ■ verb 1. share, share out 
to divide up something among several people 
O Let’s share the bill. O In her will, her 
money was shared out among her sons. O 
They shared the pencils out amongst them. 2. 
to use something which someone else also 
uses O We share an office. O We shared a 
taxi to the airport. 
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shareholder /'Jeshaulda/ noun a person 
who owns shares in a company 
shareholding /'Jeohouldig/ noun a group 
of shares in a company owned by one owner 
□ a majority shareholding, a minority 
shareholding a group of shares which are 
more or less than half the total O He acquired 
a minority shareholding in the company. 
share-out /'/ear aut/ noun the process of 
dividing something among many people 
shareware /'Jeo.weo/ noun computer 
software which you try for short period be¬ 
fore deciding if you want to buy the right to 
use it 

sharia /Jo'riio/ noun Islamic religious law, 
based on the teaching of the Koran 
sharing /'Jeorir)/ noun dividing up some¬ 
thing among several people 
<D shark /Jaik/ noun a large dangerous fish 
which lives in the sea and can kill people O 
The lifeguards shouted when a shark was 
spotted in the water. 

<D Sharp /fa:p/ adj 1 . with an edge or point 
which can easily cut or pass through some¬ 
thing O For injections, a needle has to have a 
very sharp point. O The beach is covered 
with sharp stones. O This knife is useless - it 
isn’t sharp enough. 2. sudden and great O 
There was a sharp drop in interest rates. O 
The road makes a sharp right-hand bend. O 
He received a sharp blow on the back of his 
head. O We had a sharp frost last night. O 
It’s cold, there’s a sharp north wind. 3. bitter 
O Lemons have a very sharp taste. 4. quick to 
notice things O He has a sharp sense of jus¬ 
tice. O She has a sharp eye for a bargain. O 
He’s pretty sharp at spotting mistakes. 5. 
showing criticism or anger O He got a very 
sharp reply to his fax. 6. (in music) playing at 
a higher pitch than it should be O That violin 
sounds sharp. (NOTE: sharper - sharpest) 
■ adv 1 . exactly o The coach will leave the 
hotel at 7.30 sharp. 2. suddenly, at an angle 
O The road turned sharp right. ■ noun (in 
music) a pitch which is one semitone higher 
O They played Bach’s Sonata in F sharp ma¬ 
jor. O He played D sharp instead of D flat. 
sharpen /'Jaipon/ verb to make something 
sharp 

<S> sharply /'Jaipli/ adv 1. to a great degree 
O He felt his mother’s death very sharply. 2. 
clearly O The two groups are sharply divided 
on this issue. 3. in a way that criticises O She 
spoke quite sharply to the poor old lady. 4. 
suddenly and to a large extent O The temper¬ 
ature fell sharply during the night. O The 
road turns sharply to the right. 
sharp practice /Jaip 'prasktis/ noun a 
way of doing business which is not honest, 
but not illegal (dated) 

sharp tongue /Jaip 'tArj/ noun a ten¬ 
dency to criticise people 


<D shatter /' Jseto/ verb 1. to break into little 
pieces O He knocked the vase with his elbow 
and it shattered onto the floor. O The bomb 
shattered the windows of several houses. 2. 
to destroy, to upset violently o His hopes of 
going to university were shattered when he 
failed the exam. O A loud sneeze shattered 
the silence in the library. 
shattered /■ Jaetod/ adj 1 . very upset o She 
was shattered when the result of the court 
case was announced. 2. very tired ( informal) 
O He looked shattered after the marathon. 
shattering /'/set( 9 ) 1 * 113 / &dj which is very 
worrying, or which makes you very upset. 
Synonym devastating 
<D shave /Jeiv/ noun the act of cutting off 
the hair on your face with a razor O He went 
to have a shave at the barber’s next to the ho¬ 
tel. □ a close shave a situation in which you 
only just manage to avoid having an accident 
or other unpleasant experience ■ verb 1. to 
cut off the hair on your face with a razor O 
He cut himself shaving. 2. to cut the hair on 
your head or or on a part of your body, very 
short O I didn’t recognise him with his head 
shaved. 3. to cut a thin piece off something o 
You need to shave a bit more off to make the 
door fit the frame. 

shaven /'Jeiv(9)n/ adj shaved ( formal ) 
shaver /' Jeivo/ noun an electrical tool used 
for cutting hair off your body 
shaving /'Jeivig/ noun the act of cutting 
hair off your body, especially your face O 
Shaving only takes me a couple of minutes. 
shaving cream /'Jervir) kriim/ noun a 
cream which you put on your face before 
shaving 

shavings /'Jervigz/ plural noun small thin 
slices of something such as wood or cheese, 
cut off with a knife O They packed the china 
in a box of wood shavings. 

Shawl /foil/ noun a large square of warm 
material for wearing around the shoulders or 
head. Synonym wrap 

(D she /fill pron referring to a female per¬ 
son, a female animal and sometimes to cars, 
ships and countries O She’s my sister. O She 
and I are going on holiday to France to¬ 
gether. O I’m angiy with her - she’s taken my 
motorbike. O She’s a sweet little cat, but 
she’s no good at catching mice. O The cus¬ 
toms officers boarded the ship when she 
docked. (NOTE: When it is the object, she 
becomes her: She hit the ball or The ball hit 
her. When it follows the verb to be, she 
usually becomes her: Who’s that? - It’s her, 
the girl we met yesterday.) 
sheaf /fi if/ noun 1. a large pile of papers o 
He threw a sheaf ofpapers onto my desk and 
told me to sort them out. O The jury had to 
examine sheaves of evidence collected by the 
fraud squad. 2. a collection of the stems of 
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plants such as wheat tied together after cut¬ 
ting O They spent all day picking up sheaves 
and loading them on carts. (NOTE: The plural 
is sheaves /Jiivz/.) 

shear /Jio/ verb 1. to cut the wool off sheep 
O The sheep have to be brought into the 
farmyard to be sheared. O The poor sheep 
look cold now they've been shorn. 2. to cut 
through something O The ferry sheared 
through the nets of the fishing boat. (NOTE: 
sheared or shorn /Join/. Do not confuse 
with sheer.) 

shears /Jioz/ plural noun very large scis¬ 
sors, used for cutting plants or for cutting the 
wool off sheep o He’s cutting the hedge with 
the shears. 

sheath /Ji :0/ noun 1 . a cover for a weapon 
such as a knife O Put your knife back in its 
sheath. 2. a thin rubber covering put over the 
penis before having sex, as a protection 
against infection and to prevent a woman 
from becoming pregnant (dated). Also called 
contraceptive sheath (NOTE: The plural is 
sheaths /fiidz/.) 

sheathe /Ji:d/ verb to put something into 
its sheath □ to be sheathed in to be covered 
in something as a protection O The cables are 
sheathed in plastic. 

sheath-knife /'Ji*0 naif/ noun a knife 
which is kept in a sheath (NOTE: The plural is 
sheath-knives.) 
sheaves /Jiivz/ b sheaf 
(D shed /Jed/ noun a small wooden building 
O They kept the mower in a shed at the bot¬ 
tom of the garden. O She’s in the garden shed 
putting geraniums into pots. ■ verb 1 . to lose 
something which you are carrying or wearing 
O In autumn, the trees shed their leaves as 
soon as the weather turns cold. O A lorry has 
shed its load of wood at the roundabout. O 
We shed our clothes and dived into the cool 
water. 2. to lose weight, to become lighter O 
He goes on a run every morning to try to 
shed some weight. O By stopping eating pota¬ 
toes, she managed to shed three pounds. 3. to 
let something such as blood or tears flow O 
She shed tears of anger as she listened to the 
speech. O She shed tears when her hamster 
died. O Not one drop of blood was shed. 4. □ 
to shed light on something to make some¬ 
thing clearer O Can anyone shed any light on 
what actually happened? O The finds in the 
cave shed a fascinating light on the prehis¬ 
tory of this region. 

(D she’d /Ji:d/ short form she had, she 
would 

sheen /Jiin/ noun an extremely shiny 
surface 

® sheep /Jiip/ noun a common farm ani¬ 
mal, which gives wool and meat O a flock of 
sheep O The sheep are in the field. 
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sheepdog /'Jiipdog/ noun a dog trained 
and used to control sheep 
sheepish /'JiipiJ/ adj embarrassed and 
showing that you are ashamed 
sheepskin /'Jiipskin/ noun the skin of a 
sheep, with the wool still on it, used to make 
something such as a coat or a floor covering 
sheep station /'Ji:p ,steij(3)n/ noun (in 
Australia) a very large farm for raising sheep 
sheer /Jio/ adj 1. complete O It was sheer 
heaven to get into a hot bath after skiing. O 
She was crying out of sheer frustration. O It’s 
sheer madness to go out without a coat in this 
weather. 2. very steep O It was a sheer 
ten-metre drop to the beach below. ■ adv 
straight up or down O The cliff drops sheer to 
the beach below. 

sheer off /Jior 'oil verb to move to the 
side, in a direction which is not straight O 
The car was speeding towards the tunnel but 
sheered off into the crowd instead. 

® sheet /Jilt/ noun 1. a large piece of thin 
cloth which is put on a bed, either to lie on or 
to cover you O She changed the sheets on the 
bed. 2. a large flat piece of something such as 
paper, metal, ice or plastic O Can you give 
me another sheet of paper? | balance sheet 
sheeting /'Jiitir)/ noun thin material used 
for covering things 

sheet lightning /'Jiit .laitnirj/ noun 
lightning where you cannot see the flash, but 
the clouds are lit up by it 
sheila /'Jills/ noun (in Australia) a girl (in¬ 
formal) 

(D shelf /Jelf/ noun a flat piece of wood at¬ 
tached to a wall or in a cupboard on which 
things can be put O He put up or built some 
shelves in the kitchen. O The shelves were 
packed with books. O Put that book back on 
the shelf. O Can you reach me down the box 
from the top shelf? O The plates are on the 
top shelf in the kitchen cupboard. □ on the 
shelf still not married (informal) o She 
thought she was on the shelf at thirty-five, 
and then Mr Right came along. 
shelf life /'Jelf laif/ noun the number of 
days or weeks that a product can be kept in a 
shop and still be good to use 
(D shell /Je 1/ noun 1. the hard outside part 
covering some animals such as snails or tor¬ 
toises O Snails are usually served in their 
shells. O The children spent hours collecting 
shells on the beach. 2. the hard outside part 
of an egg or a nut O I found a big piece of 
shell in my omelette. 3. the outside walls of a 
building O Only the shell of the building re¬ 
mained after the fire. 4. a metal tube which is 
fired from a gun and explodes when it hits 
something O A shell landed on the hospital. 
■ verb to attack with shells O Anti-govern¬ 
ment forces shelled the capital. 


she’ll 

® she’ll /Ji;l/ short form she will 
® shellfish /'JelfijV noun sea animals such 
as crabs and oysters which have a hard outer 
covering and which you can eat. (NOTE: no 
singular: a plate of shellfish, a shellfish res¬ 
taurant) 

shellsuit /'Jelsuit/ noun a one-piece suit or 
pair of matching trousers and top, in bright- 
coloured material 

© shelter /'Jelto/ noun 1. protection o We 
stood in the shelter of a tree waiting for the 
rain to stop. O On the mountain there was no 
shelter from the pouring rain. □ to take shel¬ 
ter to go somewhere for protection o When 
the gunmen started to shoot we all took shel¬ 
ter behind a wall. 2. a structure or building 
where you can go for protection o People 
ran to the air-raid shelters as soon as they 
heard the planes. ■ verb 1 . to give someone 
protection O The school sheltered several 
families of refugees. 2. to go somewhere for 
protection O Sheep were sheltering from the 
snow beside the hedge. 
sheltered /'Jehad/ adj protected from 
things such as wind, cold or danger 
sheltered housing /Jehad 'hauzir)/ 
noun small flats provided for old or ill peo¬ 
ple, often with someone employed to give 
them help if they need it 
shelve /Jelv/ verb 1. to put back to a later 
date O The project was shelved for lack of 
money. O Discussion of the problem has been 
shelved. 2. to slope down O The beach 
shelves gently so it is safe for little children. 

© shelves /Jelvz/ noun 0 shelf 
shelving /'Jelvig/ noun 1. rows of shelves 
O I’ve installed metal shelving in the garden 
shed. 2. the act of delaying something such 
as a plan to do something O The shelving of 
the project has resulted in chaos. 
shenanigans /shi'nasmgonz/ plural noun 
behaviour that is dishonest or immoral, but 
often in a way that can interesting or funny 
shepherd /'Jepad/ noun a man who looks 
after sheep ■ verb to take people somewhere 
moving them as a group O The children were 
shepherded into the building. O The police 
were shepherding the crowds away from the 
scene of the accident. Synonym usher 
shepherd’s pie/Jepodz 'pai/ noun same 
as cottage pie 

sheriff /'Jerif/ noun 1. US an official in 
charge of justice in a particular part of a state 
O the sheriff of Orange County 2. (in Scot¬ 
land) the main judge in a district 
sherry /' Jeri/ noun 1 . a type of strong wine, 
made in Spain O She brought two bottles of 
sherry back from Spain. 2. a glass of this 
wine O I’ll have a dry sherry, please. O Two 
sherries and a port please. (NOTE: The plural 


shine 

sherries is used to mean types of sherry or 
glasses of sherry.) 

she’s /J'i :z/ short form she has, she is 
Shh /J/ interj another spelling of sh 
© shield /Jiild/ noun 1. a large plate held in 
one hand, earned by people such as police as 
a protection O The policemen cowered be¬ 
hind their plastic shields. 2. a thing which 
protects from danger O You need a shield 
over your face when welding. ■ verb 1. to 
protect from danger O He tried to shield her 
from the wind. 2 . to protect someone who has 
done something wrong O She’s just shielding 
her father. 

© Shift /Jift/ noun 1. a change of something 
such as position or direction O The company 
is taking advantage of a shift in the market 
towards higher priced goods. O There has 
been a shift of emphasis from confrontation 
to partnership. O I don’t understand this shift 
in attitude. 2. a period of time during which 
one group of workers works before being re¬ 
placed by another group O Which shift are 
you working today? O We work an 
eight-hour shift. 3. a loose dress O As it was 
so hot she wore only a light cotton shift. ■ 
verb 1. to change position or direction o 
We’ve shifted the television from the kitchen 
into the dining room. O The centre of atten¬ 
tion shifted to Downing Street. □ to shift 
gears US to change from one gear to the next 
when driving a car □ to shift up to move to a 
higher gear when driving a car O Shift up to 
top gear when you get onto the expressway. 
□ to shift down to move to a lower gear 
when driving a car O Shift down when you 
come to the hill. 2. to sell ( informal ) o We 
shifted 20,000 Christmas trees in one week. 
shifting /'Jiftig/ adj moving 
shift key /'Jift ki:/ noun the key which 
changes characters on a keyboard to capital 
letters 

shifty /'Jifti/ adj not looking honest. Syn¬ 
onym suspicious 

Shiite /'Ji :ait/ noun a follower of the Shia 
branch of Islam 

shilling /'Jilig/ noun 1. the currency used 
in Kenya and some other countries 2. an old 
British coin worth 5 new pence 
shimmer /'Jims/ noun a soft light which is 
not steady but seems to appear and disappear 
O I could see the shimmer of satin in the can¬ 
dlelight. ■ verb to shine softly with light in a 
way which is not steady O The lake shim¬ 
mered in the moonlight. 
shin /Jin/ noun 1. the front part of your leg 
below the knee O He scraped his shin climb¬ 
ing over the wall. O They kicked him in the 
shins. □ shin of beef meat from the bottom 
part of the front legs of a cow 
© Shine /Jain/ noun 1. the brightness of 
something or the way that something reflects 
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light O the shine of polished tables 2. the ac¬ 
tion of rubbing something with a cloth to 
make it clean and bright O Give the brass 
doorknob a shine. ■ verb 1. to be bright with 
light O The sun is shining and they say it ’ll be 
hot today. O She polished the table until it 
shone. O The wine glasses shone in the light 
of the candles. O Why do cats ’ eyes shine in 
the dark? O The moon shone down on the 
waiting crowd. (NOTE: shining - shone 
/Jon/) 2. to make light fall on something O 
He shone his torch into the cellar. (NOTE: 
shining - shone /Jon/) 3. to rub something 
with a cloth to make it bright O She was shin¬ 
ing the silver. O Don’t forget to shine your 
shoes. (NOTE: shining - shined) 
shingle /'Jirjgol/ noun 1. a mass of small 
stones on a beach O A shingle beach is quite 
hard to walk on in your bare feet. 2. a small 
flat piece of something such as wood which 
is fixed on a wall or roof as a covering O I 
must get up on the roof some of the shingles 
need replacing. 

shingles /'Jirjgalz/ noun a painful medical 
condition which causes a line of marks to 
form on the skin, usually mainly on the back 
or middle of the body, or on the face 
shining /'Jainir)/ adj extremely bright □ a 
shining example of a very good example of 
O She’s a shining example of how to get on in 
business. 

Shinto /'Jintou/ noun a Japanese religion 
with many gods and spirits of the natural 
world 

Shinto /'Jintou/ noun a Japanese religion 
with many gods and spirits of the natural 
world 

shin up /'J’in Ap/ verb to climb up some¬ 
thing quickly O The sailors shinned up the 
mast. 

® ship /Jip/ noun a large boat for carrying 
passengers and goods on the sea o She’s a 
fine ship. O How many ships does the Royal 
Navy have? O The first time we went to the 
United States, we went by ship. (NOTE: A 
ship is often referred to as she or her.) ■ 
verb 1. to send goods or people somewhere, 
sometimes but not always on a ship O We 
ship goods all over the country. O The con¬ 
signment of cars was shipped abroad last 
week. O We’ve shipped the children off to my 
sister’s for two weeks. 2. to take water on 
board a ship accidentally O We shipped a lot 
of water during the storm. (NOTE: shipping 
- shipped) O to jump ship 1. to leave the 
ship on which you are working and not come 
back 2. to leave a project or team to go to 
work for a competitor 

shipbuilder /'Jip.bildo/ noun a person or 
business that makes ships 
(D shipment /'Jipmont/ noun 1. the send¬ 
ing of goods O We make two shipments a 


week to France. 2. goods which are sent 
somewhere by ship or other means of 
transport O Two shipments were lost in the 
fire. O A shipment of computers was 
damaged. 

shipper /'Jipo/ noun a person or company 
that sends goods 

(D shipping /'Jipuj/ noun 1. the sending of 
goods O Shipping by rail can often work out 
cheaper. 2. the cost of goods sent O Shipping 
is not included in the invoice. 3. ships O They 
attacked enemy shipping in the Channel. 
shipping lane /'Jipig lein/ noun a way 
across the sea which is regularly used by 
ships 

shipshape /'JipJeip/ adj tidy and with ev¬ 
erything in the right place. Antonym untidy 
shipwreck /'Jiprek/ noun an accident 
which sinks a ship 

shipwrecked /'Jiprekt/ adj having been 
on a ship which has sunk 
shipyard /'Jipj aid/ noun a factory where 
ships are built 

shire /'Jam/ noun a county in the UK 
(NOTE: now used mainly in the names of 
counties e g.: Berkshire, Hampshire) 

shires /'Jaiaz/ plural noun farming country 
in the central part of England 
shirk /J 3ik/ verb to try not to do something, 
especially work. Synonym evade □ to shirk 
responsibility not to do something which 
you should do O She’s very conscientious 
and never shirks her responsibilities. 

(D shirt /J*3it/ noun a light piece of clothing 
which you wear on the top part of the body O 
The teacher wore a blue suit and a white 
shirt. O When he came back from the trip he 
had a suitcase full of dirty shirts. O It’s so hot 
that the workers in the fields have taken their 
shirts off. □ keep your shirt on! don’t get 
angry ( informal ) 

shirtsleeves /'J3itsli:vz/ plural noun □ in 
your shirtsleeves not wearing a jacket O He 
was sitting at his desk in his shirtsleeves. 
shirty /'J3iti/ adj angry ( informal ) 
shish kebab /JiJ ki'baeb/ noun small 
pieces of meat and vegetables cooked on a 
skewer 

shit /Jit/ ( offensive ) noun 1. solid waste 
matter from the body O I’ve stepped in some 
dog shit. Synonym faeces □ to scare the 
shit out of someone to frighten someone o 
He scares the shit out of me! 2. nonsense O 
I’ve never heard such shit in my life! O What 
a load of shit! 3. a very unpleasant person 
(offensive slang) ■ verb to pass solid waste 
matter from the body O All babies do is eat, 
shit and sleep. Synonym defecate (NOTE: 
shitting - shit or shat or shitted) 
shiver /'Jivo/ noun the action of shaking 
because of feeling cold or frightened □ to 
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send shivers down someone’s spine to 

make someone very afraid O The mere 
thought of grandfather driving along the 
motorway at his age sends shivers down my 
spine. ■ verb to shake with cold or fear o She 
shivered in the cold night air. O He was 
coughing and shivering, so the doctor told 
him to stay in bed. 

shoal /foul/ noun 1. a bank of sand under 
the water O The ship ran aground on a shoal. 
O The shoals are clearly marked on the chart 
of the harbour. 2. a group of fish swimming 
about O a shoal of herring 3. a large group of 
people or things, taken together O Shoals of 
tourists visited the ruins. O We had a shoal of 
complaints after our TV ad. 

<D shock /Juki noun 1. a sudden unpleasant 
surprise O It gave me quite a shock when you 
walked in. O He’s in for a nasty shock. □ in a 
state of shock reacting badly to a sudden un¬ 
pleasant surprise O She was in a state of 
shock after hearing that her son had 
drowned. 2. a medical condition caused by 
low blood pressure after an illness or injury O 
Several of the passengers were treated for 
shock. ■ verb to give someone a sudden un¬ 
pleasant surprise O The conditions in the hos¬ 
pital shocked the inspectors. 

<S> shocked /Jbkt/ adj having an unpleasant 
surprise 

shocker /'Jbko/ noun 1. a story, book or 
film involving a lot of violence O His latest 
shocker is available in paperback. 2. a 
shocking event O Finding that the value of 
our investments had halved was a real 
shocker. 

(D shocking /’Jbkir)/ adj very unpleasant, 
which gives a sudden surprise 
shockingly /'Jbkirjli/ adv in a shocking 
way 

shocking pink /Jokip 'pigk/ adj very 
bright pink, which seems to shine 
shock-proof /' Jbk pruif/ adj 1. not break¬ 
ing easily 2. not easily shocked 
shock wave /'Jok weiv/ noun 1. a wave 
of high pressure which comes from some¬ 
thing such as an explosion or earthquake O 
Three seconds after the explosion, the shock 
wave smashed the windows on our house. 2. 
feeling of shock after something has hap¬ 
pened O The shock waves from the collapse 
of the government will be felt for some time. 
shod /Jbd/ 0 shoe 
shoddily /‘Jbdili/ adv in a shoddy way 
shoddy /'Jodi/ adj badly done, badly made 
O The shoddy workmanship of these shoes. O 
They’re selling off shoddy goods at cheap 
prices. 

shoddy trick /'Jodi trik/ noun an unkind 
act (NOTE: shoddier - shoddiest) 


shooting star 

(D shoe /full noun 1. a piece of clothing 
which is worn on your foot O She’s bought a 
new pair of shoes. O He put his shoes on and 
went out. O Take your shoes off if your feet 
hurt. □ in someone’s shoes in the situation 
someone is in O What would you do if you 
were in his shoes? O I wouldn ’t like to be in 
her shoes. 2. a piece of metal fixed under a 
horse’s foot O The horse lost a shoe and 
couldn’t continue the race. ■ verb to put a 
horseshoe on a horse O The blacksmith was 
shoeing my horse. O The horse needs to be 
shoed. (NOTE: shoes - shoeing - shoed or 
shod /Jod/) 

shoelace /'Juileis/ noun a string for tying 
up shoes. Synonym lace 
shoestring /'Juistnrj/ noun □ on a shoe¬ 
string done with only a little money O We ’re 
trying to run this business on a shoestring. O 
They 're living on a shoestring. 

(§> shone /Jon/ 1 > shine 
shoo /fu:/ interj go away! (used to small 
children, animals or birds) o Shoo! Go back 
to the pen! ■ verb to make an animal or a 
person go somewhere by waving your hands 
at them O She shooed her group of four- 
year-olds into the bus. 

<D shook /Juk/ 1 > shake 
(D shoot /Ju:t/ verb 1. to fire a gun o Sol¬ 
diers were shooting into the woods. 2. to hit 
or kill by firing a gun O One of the robbers 
was shot by a policeman when he tried to run 
away. O We went out hunting and shot two 
rabbits. 3. to go very fast O When the bell 
rang she shot down the stairs. O He started 
the engine and the car shot out of the garage. 
□ to shoot the rapids to travel in a light boat 
through water which is flowing very fast 4. to 
make a film O They’re shooting a gangster 
film in our street. 5. to aim a ball at the goal 
O He shot, and the ball bounced off the post. 
(NOTE: shoots - shooting - shot /Jot/) ■ 
noun a small new growth of a plant, growing 
from a seed or from a branch O One or two 
green shoots are already showing where I 
sowed my lettuces. O After pruning, the roses 
will send out a lot of strong new shoots. 
shoot down /Ju:t 'daun/ verb to make an 
aircraft crash by hitting it with bullets from a 
gun 

<D shooting /'Juitir)/ noun the action of 
shooting or killing with a gun 
shooting gallery /'Juitirj .gaelori/ noun a 
small building at a fair, where you shoot at 
targets to win prizes 

shooting season /'Juitir) ,si:z(»n/ 
noun a period of the year when you can shoot 
birds such as pheasants for sport 
shooting star /Juitirj 'sta:/ noun a small 
rock which travels very fast through space 
and shines brightly. Synonym meteor 
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shooting stick /'Juitirj stik/ noun a stick 
with a sharp point and a handle which opens 
out at the top to make a seat 
shoot-out /'Ju:t aut/ noun a fight with 
guns 

shoot up /Ju:t 'Ap/ verb 1. to go up fast o 
Prices shot up during the strike. 2. to grow 
fast O These tomatoes have shot up since I 
planted them. O She used to be such a small 
child but she’s really shot up in the last cou¬ 
ple of years. 

3) shop /fop/ noun 1. a place where you can 
buy things O Quite a few shops are open on 
Sundays. O I never go to that shop - it’s 
much too expensive. O The sweet shop is op¬ 
posite the fire station. 2. a place where goods 
are made or repaired. Synonym workshop 
3. □ to talk shop to talk about your business 
O The dinner party was dull - the men all sat 
in a corner talking shop. ■ verb to look for 
and buy things in shops o She’s out shopping 
for his birthday present. O Mum’s gone shop¬ 
ping in town. O They went shopping in Ox¬ 
ford Street. O Do you ever shop locally? 
(NOTE: shopping - shopped) 
shop around /Jop o'raund/ verb to go to 
various shops to find which one has the 
cheapest goods before you buy anything 
shop assistant /'Jop o.sistont/ noun a 
person who serves the customers in a shop 
Shopfloor /'jDpflo:/ noun the working 
area in a factory 

shopfront /'JopfrAnt/ noun a part of a 
shop which faces the street, including the en¬ 
trance and the windows 
shopkeeper /'Jopkiipo/ noun a person 
who owns a shop 

shoplifter /'Jbplifto/ noun a person who 
steals things from shops 
shoplifting /’Jopliftir)/ noun stealing from 
shops 

@ shopper /'Jopo/ noun a person who buys 
things from shops 

© Shopping /'Jopir)/ noun 1. the activity 
of buying things in a shop O We do all our 
shopping at the weekend. O He’s gone out to 
do the weekly shopping. 2. things which you 
have bought in a shop O Put all your shop¬ 
ping on the table. O She was carrying two 
baskets of shopping. (NOTE: no plural: some 
shopping, a lot of shopping) 
shopping arcade /'Jopir) a:,keid/ noun 
a covered shopping street with a glass roof 
shopping bag /'Jopig basg/ noun a bag 
for carrying your shopping in 
shopping basket / Jopir) .baiskit/ noun 
a basket used for carrying shopping 
shopping cart /'Jopir) ka:t/ noun US a 
metal basket on wheels, used by shoppers to 
put their goods in as they go round a 
supermarket 


© shopping centre /'Jopir) .sento/ noun 
1. a building with several different shops and 
restaurants, together with a car park O We 
must stop them from building any more 
out-of-town shopping centres. Synonym 
shopping mall 2. a part of town where the 
streets are closed to traffic so that people can 
walk about and shop. Synonym shopping 
precinct 

shopping list /’Jopir) list/ noun a list of 
things which you need to buy 
shopping mall /'jDpir) md/ noun an en¬ 
closed covered shopping area with shops, 
restaurants, banks and other facilities 
shopping precinct /'Jopir) .priisirjkt/ 
noun a part of town where the streets are 
closed to traffic so that people can walk 
about and shop 

shopping spree /'Jopir) spri:/ noun a 
happy time when you spend a lot of money 
buying things in shops 

shopping trolley /'Jopir) .troli/ noun 
metal basket on wheels, used by shoppers to 
put their goods in as they go round a super¬ 
market (NOTE: The US term is shopping 
cart.) 

shop-soiled /'Jop solid/ adj dirty because 
of having been on show in a shop 
shop steward /Jdp 'stjuiod/ noun an 
elected trade union representative 
shop window /Jop 'windou/ noun a large 
window in a shop where goods are shown so 
that customers can see them 
shore /Jo:/ noun land at the edge of the sea 
or a lake O She stood on the shore waving as 
the boat sailed away. □ to go on shore to go 
onto land from a ship O When we were on 
shore in Greece our cruise ship sailed with¬ 
out us. t ashore 

shoreline /'Joilain/ noun the area along 
the edge of the sea or a lake, where water 
meets land 

shore up /,Jo:r 'Ap/ verb to hold up some¬ 
thing which might fall down or fail O They 
had to put in metal beams to shore up the 
ceiling. O The army is trying to shore up the 
president’s regime. 

CD short /Jo:t/ adj 1. {of size or length) not 
long O Have you got a short piece of wire? 2. 
{of distance) not far o She only lives a short 
distance away. O The taxi driver wanted to 
take me through the high street, but I told 
him there was a shorter route. O The shortest 
way to the railway station is to go through 
the park. 3. {of time) not long, small o He 
phoned a short time ago. O We had a short 
holiday in June. O She managed to have a 
short sleep on the plane. 4. {of height) not 
tall O He is only lm 40 - much shorter than 
his brother. 5. not as much as there should be 
O The delivery was three items short. □ when 
we counted the cash we were £10 short we 


shortage 

had £10 less than we should have had □ 
short of with not enough O I can't offer you 
any tea as we ’re short of milk. O Can I pay 
later as I’m rather short of cash at the mo¬ 
ment? □ to run short of to have less and less 
of O In the hot weather the pubs ran short of 
beer. ■ adv suddenly O I stopped short when 
I saw her walking towards me. □ short of 
without doing something O Short of sacking 
her, I don’t know what we can do. ■ verb to 
short-circuit something O He switched on TV 
and shorted the whole house. 
shortage /'Jo:tid 3 / noun a lack of some¬ 
thing O a shortage of skilled staff. O During 
the war, there were food shortages. Synonym 
lack. Antonym excess 
shortbread /' Jo:tbred/ noun a thick sweet 
biscuit 

shortchange /Joit 'tjeind 3 / verb to 
cheat someone, especially by giving too little 
change 

d> short-circuit /fo:t 's3ikit/ noun a bad 
connection in an electric circuit, making the 
electric current follow the wrong path O It 
was the worn cable which caused the short- 
circuit. ■ verb 1. to make a short-circuit o A 
faulty contact caused the system to 
short-circuit. 2. to get through something 
complicated by using a simple short cut O Is 
there any way of short-circuiting some of the 
adm in istrative procedures ? 
shortcomings /'JmtkAmirjz/ plural noun 
faults 

short cut /Joit 'kAt/ noun 1. a way which 
is shorter than usual O We can take a short 
cut through the park. 2. a quicker way of do¬ 
ing something o There are no short cuts to 
learning Russian. 

shorten /'Jo:t(o)n/ verb to make shorter. 
Synonym cut 

shortfall /'Jo itfoil/ noun an amount which 
is missing from a total. Synonym deficit. 
Antonym excess 

shorthand /'Joithaend/ noun a quick way 
of writing using a system of signs □ to take 
shorthand to write using shorthand O He 
took the minutes of the meeting in shorthand. 

Compare longhand 

short-handed /Joit 'hasndid/ adj without 
enough staff. Synonym short-staffed 
shortlist /'Jo itlist/ noun a list of some of 
the people who have applied for a job, and 
who have been chosen to come for an inter¬ 
view O He’s on the shortlist for the job. ■ 
verb to include someone or someone’s name 
on a list chosen from a larger one O Four 
candidates have been shortlisted. O If you 
are shortlisted you will be asked for an 
interview. 

shortlived /Joit'livd/ adj which does not 
last for a long time. Antonym longlived 


shot 

(§> shortly /'Joitli/ ac/v soon 
short measure /Joit 'me 3 o/ noun less 
than the correct amount 
short-range /'Joit 'reind 3 / adj which cov¬ 
ers a short distance or a short time. Antonym 
long-range 

<D shorts /Joits/ plural noun short trousers 
for men or women, that stop above the knees 
O He was wearing a pair of green running 
shorts. O They won’t let you into the church 
in shorts. 

shortsighted /Joit'saitid/ adj 1. able to 
see close objects clearly, but not objects 
which are further away O I’m shortsighted 
and have to wear glasses. Antonym 
longsighted. Also called nearsighted 2. 
not thinking about what may happen in the 
future O It is very shortsighted of him to 
spend all the money on a new car. O The gov¬ 
ernment has adopted a very shortsighted 
policy. 

shortsightedness /Joit'saitidnos/ noun 
the fact of being shortsighted 
short-sleeved /Jo:t 'sliivd/ adj with 
short sleeves, t long-sleeved 
short-staffed /Joit 'staift/ adj without 
enough staff. Synonym short-handed 
Short-Stay /'Joit stei/ adj referring to a 
stay lasting a short time □ short stay hostel a 
place where people can stay for a few weeks 
or months, rather than years □ short-stay car 
park a car park where you can leave your car 
for a short time, usually not more than one 
day. Antonym long-stay 
<D short Story /Joit 'stDri/ noun a piece of 
fiction which is much shorter than a novel 
short-tempered /Joit 'tempod/ adj who 
easily gets angry 

short-term /Joit 't3im/ adj for a short pe¬ 
riod only. Synonym temporary. Antonym 
long-term 

short wave /'Joit weiv/ noun a radio 
communications frequency below 60 metres, 
t long wave, medium wave 
(D shot noun Dt/1. the action of shooting; 
the sound of shooting O The police fired two 
shots at the car. O Some shots were fired dur¬ 
ing the bank robbery. O A neighbour said 
she ’d heard a shot. □ like a shot very rapidly 
O He heard a noise and was off like a shot. 2. 
an attempt O He passed the test at the first 
shot. □ to have a shot at something to try to 
do something ( informal ) o I’d like to have a 
shot at water-skiing. 3. an amount of a medi¬ 
cine put into your body with a needle O The 
doctor gave him a tetanus shot. Synonym in¬ 
jection 4. a small drink of alcohol O He 
poured himself a shot of whisky> and sat down 
to wait. 5. a photograph O I took several 
shots of the inside of the house. 6. a large 
heavy ball thrown in a sports competition O 
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How much does the shot weigh? □ to put the 
shot to throw a heavy ball in a competition, t 
shot putter 7. a person who shoots well or 
badly O She’s a first-class shot. O He’s a 
hopeless shot. 8. a kick or hit to try to score a 
goal O He kicked but his shot was stopped by 
the goalkeeper. 9. * shoot 

shotgun /'JotgAn/ noun a gun which fires 
small pellets 

shot putter /'Jot ,puto/ noun a person 
who puts the shot 

® should /Jud/ modal verb 1. used in giv¬ 
ing advice or warnings, used to say what is 
the best thing to do o You should go to the 
doctor if your cough gets worse. O I should 
have been more careful. O She shouldn’t eat 
so much if she’s trying to lose weight. O 
Should I ask for more coffee? O Why should I 
clean up your mess? (NOTE: Ought to can 
be used instead of should.) 2. used to say 
what you expect to happen o If you leave 
now you should be there by 4 o’clock. O 
Their train should have arrived by now. O 
There shouldn’t be any more problems now. 
(NOTE: Ought to can be used instead of 
should.) 3. used to show a possibility o If 
the President should die in office, the 
Vice-President automatically takes over. O 
I’ll be in the next room should you need me. 

4. same as would (dated) o We should like 
to offer you our congratulations. O If I had 
enough money I should like to buy a new car. 

5. past tense of shall (NOTE: The negative is 
should not, usually shouldn’t: Shall we go 
to an Indian restaurant? - I suggested we 
should go to an Indian restaurant.) 

3) shoulder /'Jouldo/ noun 1. the part of 
the body at the top of the arm O The police¬ 
man hurt me on the shoulder. O He fell and 
dislocated his shoulder. O Look over your 
shoulder, he’s just behind you. 2. a piece of 
clothing which covers the part between the 
top of the arm and the neck O There’s an ink 
mark on the shoulder of your shirt. O A cap¬ 
tain has three pips on his shoulders. 3. a 
piece of meat from the top part of the front 
leg of an animal O We had a shoulder of 
lamb and new potatoes. ■ verb to accept 
something such as responsibility or blame O 
He had to shoulder all the responsibility for 
the company’s collapse. O She was left to 
shoulder the blame for the accident. Syn¬ 
onym bear 

shoulder bag /'Jouldo bseg/ noun a bag 
which can be carried over the shoulder 
shoulder blade / Jouldo bleid/ noun one 
of two large flat bones covering the top part 
of your back. Also called scapula 
shoulder-length /Jouldo legO/ adj (of 
hair) reaching down to your shoulders from 
your head 


shoulder pads /'Jaulds paedz/ plural 
noun a pair of thick pieces of cloth put inside 
each shoulder of a coat, to make it look 
bigger 

shoulder to shoulder /Jouldo to, tu/ 
adv side by side 

shouldn’t /'Jud(o)nt/ short form should 
not 

should’ve /Judov/ short form should have 
@ Shout /J*aut/ noun a loud cry o She gave 
a shout and dived into the water. O People 
came running when they heard the shouts of 
the children. Synonym yell ■ verb to make a 
loud cry, to speak very loudly o They 
stamped on the floor and shouted. O I had to 
shout to the waitress to get served. O They 
were shouting greetings to one another 
across the street. Synonym yell ► Antonym 
(all senses) whisper 

<D shove /Jav/ noun a sudden push o She 
gave the car a shove and it rolled down the 
hill. ■ verb to push roughly o He shoved the 
papers into his pocket. O Stop shoving - 
there’s no more room on the bus. 
shovel /'Jav(o)1/ noun a tool with a long 
handle and a wide flat part for picking up 
things such as earth or stones O The workmen 
picked up shovels and started to clear the 
pile of sand. ■ verb 1. to lift up with a shovel 
O They were shovelling sand into the truck. O 
He collapsed after shovelling snow from the 
path. 2 . to put a large amount of food into 
your mouth O It wasn ’t very elegant, the way 
he was shovelling pasta into his mouth. 
(NOTE: shovelling - shovelled. The US 
spelling is shoveling - shoveled.) 
shove off /Jav 'Df/ verb (informal) 1. to 
leave O It’s time we shoved off. 2. to go away 
O Shove off and let me finish my meal. 

(J) show /Jou/ noun 1. an exhibition, things 
which are arranged for people to look at O 
The Hampton Court Flower Show opens to¬ 
morrow. O She has entered her two cats for 
the local cat show. □ on show arranged for 
everyone to see o Is there anything new on 
show in this year’s exhibition? 2. something 
which is on at a theatre O ‘Cats ’ is a wonder¬ 
ful show. O We ’re going to a show tonight. O 
The show starts at 7.30, so let’s have dinner 
early. 3. something you do to make your in¬ 
tentions clear □ a show of hands a vote 
where people show how they vote by raising 
their hands O The motion was carried on a 
show of hands. 4. a planned activity or or¬ 
ganisation O She’s running the whole show 
by herself. ■ verb 1. to let someone see 
something O He wanted to show me his holi¬ 
day photos. O She proudly showed me her 
new car. O You don’t have to show your 
passport when you ’re travelling to Ireland. 
2. to point something out to someone O Show 
me where the accident happened. O He asked 
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me to show him the way to the railway sta¬ 
tion. O The salesman showed her how to 
work the photocopier. O My watch shows the 
date as well as the time. 3. to prove O The re¬ 
sults show how right we were to invest in the 
USA. 4. to be seen, to be obvious O The re¬ 
pairs were badly done and it shows. O Her 
rash has almost disappeared and hardly 
shows at all. 5. □ to show signs of to have a 
feature or quality which can be seen O The 
wound doesn’t show any signs of infection. □ 
to show someone the door to make someone 
leave ( informal ) o When we complained we 
were shown the door. 

Showbiz /'Jaubiz/ noun same as show 
business ( informal ) 

show business /'Jau ,biznas/ noun the 
business of providing entertainment for 
people 

showcase /'Jaukeis/ noun 1. a cupboard 
with a glass front or top to arrange objects for 
sale O The thieves smashed the showcase and 
went off with a tray of rings. 2. an event 
which brings things such as new machines or 
vehicles to public attention O The computer 
show is a showcase for the latest develop¬ 
ments in information technology. 
showdown /'J’audaun/ noun a final argu¬ 
ment which will solve a serious disagree¬ 
ment. Synonym confrontation 
<D shower /'Jaua/ noun 1. a slight fall of 
rain or snow O In April there’s usually a mix¬ 
ture of sunshine and showers. O There were 
snow showers this morning, but it is sunny 
again now. 2. a piece of equipment in a bath¬ 
room, usually fixed high up on the wall and 
which sends out water to wash your whole 
body 3. an occasion when you wash your 
body with a shower O She went up to her 
room and had a shower. O He has a cold 
shower every morning. O You can’t take a 
shower now, there's no hot water. 4. US a 
party where presents are given to a woman 
who is about to get married or who has had a 
baby O We are holding a shower for Liliane 
next Saturday. 5. a group of people you con¬ 
sider unpleasant or inferior ( informal ) ■ verb 

1. to wash yourself under a shower O He 
showered and went down to greet his guests. 

2. to give large amounts of something to 
someone O She was showered with presents. 
shower cap /'Jaua kaep / noun a 
close-fitting hat, usually made of plastic and 
worn to prevent your hair getting wet when 
taking a shower 

shower curtain /'Jaua ,k3it(a)n/ noun a 
piece of material hanging around a shower 
shower room /'Jaua ru:m/ noun a small 
bathroom with a shower in it 
showery /'Jauari/ adj when there is often 
light rain. Synonym rainy 


show flat /'Jau flaet/, show house /'Jau 
haus/ noun a new flat or house among a 
number of similar ones which a company is 
building with furniture and carpets, so that 
people can see how the other flats or houses 
will look when all the building is finished, 
show in /Jau 'in/ verb to bring someone 
into a room or building 
showing /'Jauig/ noun a result which 
shows how well or badly you are doing 
show-jumper /'Jau ,d 3 Ampa/ noun a 
horse or rider trained for show-jumping 
show-jumping /'Jau ,d 3 Ainpir)/ noun a 
sport in which horses with riders have to 
jump over different fences in a short time 
showman /'Jauman/ noun an entertainer, 
especially one who perfonns in very skilled 
and exciting way 
shown /Joun/ C> show 
show off /Jau 'of/ verb 1. to show how 
much better than others you think you are O 
Don’t watch her dancing about like that - 
she’s just showing off. 2. to let a lot of people 
see something which you are proud of O He 
drove past with the radio on very loud, show- 
ing off his new car. 

show-off /'Jau oil noun a person who 
shows off ( informal ) 

(D show out / Jau 'aut/ verb to take some¬ 
one to the door when they are leaving 
<D show over /'Jau 'auva/ verb to lead a 
visitor round a place 

showpiece /'Jaupiis/ noun the most im¬ 
portant object in a collection or an exhibition 
or of its type 

showroom /'Jauruim/ noun a room or 
shop where goods are arranged for sale 
show round /Jau 'raund/ same as show 
over 

show up / Jau 'Ap/ verb 1. to come ( infor¬ 
mal ) O We invited all our friends to the pic¬ 
nic but it rained and only five of them showed 
up. 2. to do something which shows other 
people to be worse than you O She dances so 
well that she shows us all up. 3. to be seen 
clearly O When I ride my bike at night I wear 
an orange jacket because it shows up clearly 
in the dark. 

showy /'Jaui/ adj which attracts attention 
because of its bright colours or shiny surface 
shrank /Jraqk/i> shrink 
shrapnel /' Jraspn(a)l/ noun pieces of metal 
from a shell or bomb which has exploded 
(NOTE: no plural) 

shred /Jred/ noun 1. a long narrow piece 
tom off something O She tore his newspaper 
to shreds. O The curtains were on the floor in 
shreds. 2. a small amount O There’s not a 
shred of evidence against him. 3. a long thin 
piece of a fruit or vegetables O Marmalade 
with shreds of orange peel in it. ■ verb 1. to 
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tear or cut paper into long thin pieces, which 
can then be thrown away or used as packing 
material O They sent a pile of old invoices to 
be shredded. O She told the police that the 
manager had told her to shred all the docu¬ 
ments in the file. 2. to cut into very thin 
pieces O Here’s an attachment for shredding 
vegetables. O Add a cup of shredded carrot. 
(NOTE: shredding - shredded) 
shredder /Jredo/ noun a machine for 
shredding paper 

shrew /Jru:/ noun 1. a little animal like a 
mouse with a long nose O Shrews form part 
of the diet of owls. 2. an unpleasant and angry 
woman who is always criticizing {old) O 
Shakespeare’s play ‘The Taming of the 
Shrew ’. 

shrewd /Jruid/ adj clever or wise. Syn¬ 
onym astute. Antonym naive (NOTE: 
shrewder - shrewdest) 
shriek /fri:k/ noun a loud shout in a high 
voice O We were worried when we heard 
shrieks from next door. O Shrieks of laughter 
came from the girls’ changing room. Syn¬ 
onym screech ■ verb to make the sound of 
a shriek O She ran shrieking into the street. O 
The children were shrieking with laughter. 
shrill /Jril/ adj 1. which has a harsh high 
sound O The engine has started to make a 
shrill whistle when I change gear. 2. loud 
and complaining O The art gallery is making 
increasingly shrill complaints about lack of 
government funding. (NOTE: shriller - 
shrillest) 

shrimp /frimp/ noun an almost transparent 
little shellfish with a tail 
shrine /Jrain/ noun 1 . a place which is con¬ 
nected with a holy person O Someone had put 
flowers at the roadside shrine. 2. a place 
where a holy person is buried O Pilgrims 
come to worship at the shrine. 3. a place 
which attracts a lot of visitors because it is fa¬ 
mous for a particular reason O Twickenham 
is a shrine for all Rugby fans. 

(D shrink /frirjk/ verb 1. to make smaller o 
The water must have been too hot - it’s 
shrunk my shirt. 2. to get smaller O My shirt 
has shrunk in the wash. O The market for 
typewriters has shrunk almost to nothing. 3. 
to move back or away from someone or 
something O She shrank away as he touched 
her. ■ noun a doctor who treats people who 
have a mental illness ( informal ) o She’s 
spent thousands on a shrink and she’s no 
better at all. Synonym psychiatrist 
shrinkage /Jnr)kid 3 / noun 1. the action 
of shrinking O I have noticed some shrinkage 
in the pullover after washing. 2. an amount 
by which something shrinks O a noticeable 
shrinkage in export orders 3. the fact of los¬ 
ing goods from a place such as a shop 
through having them stolen, especially by the 
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people who work there O Shrinkage accounts 
for 1% of our revenue. 
shrink from /'Jrirjk from/ verb not to be 
willing to do something O She shrank from 
speaking to the boss about her suspicions. 
shrink-wrapped /'Jripk raspt/ adj cov¬ 
ered in a tight plastic cover for protection 
shrink-wrapping /'Jrirjk .rsepir)/ noun 
the action of covering something such as 
food or a book in a tight plastic cover 
shrivel /'Jriv(o)l/ verb to make the surface 
of something become dry and creased, or to 
become like this (NOTE: shrivelling - shriv¬ 
elled. The US spelling is shriveling - 
shriveled.) 

shroud /Jraud/ noun a long cloth covering 
a dead body O The corpse was wrapped in a 
white shroud. ■ verb to cover o Thick fog 
shrouded the town. O Clouds of smoke 
shrouded the factory. 

shrouded /'Jraudid/ adj □ shrouded in 

hidden by O The whole business of the loan is 
shrouded in mystery. O The valley was 
shrouded in mist. 

shrub /JrAb/ noun a small plant with stiff 
stems. Synonym bush 

shrubbery /'JrAbori/ noun a part of a gar¬ 
den where shrubs grow 
(D shrug /JrAg/ noun the action of moving 
your shoulders up and down as a way of 
showing that you are not sure about some¬ 
thing or not interested in something O He just 
gave a shrug and walked on. ■ verb to make 
the movement of a shrug with your shoulders 
O When I asked him what he thought about it 
all, he just shrugged or shrugged his shoul¬ 
ders and walked off. 

shrug Off /JrAg 'of/ verb to treat some¬ 
thing as if it is not something to worry about. 
Synonym dismiss 
shrunk /J'rArjk/ 1 > shrink 
shrunken /JrArjkon/ adj wrinkled and 
dried up 

(D shudder /'JAdo/ noun a shaking move¬ 
ment O The car gave a shudder and stopped. 
O She looked at the dead cat and gave a 
shudder. □ to send shudders down some¬ 
one’s spine to make someone very afraid o 
The thought of going to the dentist sent a 
shudder down my spine. ■ verb to shake vio¬ 
lently with fear O The thought of eating 
worms makes me shudder. O She shuddered 
at the thought of spending Christmas with his 
parents. O I shudder to think how much 
money she spends on clothes each month. 
shuffle /'jAf(9)l/ verb 1. to walk dragging 
your feet along the ground O He shuffled into 
the room in his slippers. 2. to mix the playing 
cards before starting a game O I think he must 
have done something to the cards when he 
was shuffling them. 
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shun /jAn/ verb to avoid someone or 
something (NOTE: shunning - shunned) 

shunt /fAnt/ verb 1. to put someone or 
something into a less important place O The 
carriages will be shunted into a siding. O He 
was shunted off to our office in Bordeaux. 2. 
to move a vehicle backwards and forwards O 
She shunted backwards and forwards until 
she was parked close to the pavement. 3. to 
move a person from place to place O They 
moved several times, and the children were 
shunted from school to school. ■ noun an ac¬ 
cident where one car crashes into the back of 
the car in front of it O I had a little shunt on 
the motorway and the front bumper is bent. 
shush /JuJV interj be quiet! 

(D shut /J At/ adj closed, not open o Some 
shops are shut on Sundays, but most big 
stores are open. O We tried to get into the 
museum but it was shut. O She lay with her 
eyes shut. O Come in - the door isn’t shut! ■ 
verb 1. to close something which is open o 
Can you please shut the window - it’s getting 
cold in here. O Here’s your present - shut 
your eyes and guess what it is. 2. to close for 
business O In Germany, shops shut on Satur¬ 
day afternoons. O The restaurant shuts at 
midnight. (NOTE: shutting - shut) 

® shut down /jAt 'daun/ verb 1. to close 
completely O The factory shut down for the 
holiday weekend. 2. to switch off an electri¬ 
cal system O They had to shut down the nu¬ 
clear power station because radiation levels 
were too high. 

shutdown /'/At,daun/ noun the action of 
shutting down 

shut in /JAt 'in/ verb to lock inside. Syn¬ 
onym confine 

shut off /JAt 1 Df/ verb 1. to switch some¬ 
thing off O Can you sh ut off the water while I 
mend the tap? 2. to stop access to O We can 
shut off the dining room with folding doors. O 
The palace is shut off from the road by a high 
wall. 

shut out / JAt 'aut/ verb 1. to lock outside 
O If the dog keeps on barking you’ll have to 
shut him out. O I was shut out of the house 
because I’d left my keys inside. 2. to stop 
light getting inside; to stop people seeing a 
view O Those thick curtains should shut out 
the light from the children’s room. O A high 
wall shuts out the view of the factory. 3. to 
stop thinking about something O Try to shut 
out the memory of the accident. 

(§) shutter /'jAto/ noun 1. a folding wooden 
or metal cover for a window O Close the 
shutters if the sunlight is too bright. 2. the 
part of a camera which opens and closes very 
quickly to allow the light to go on to the film 
O He released the shutter and took the 
picture. 


shuttle /'jAt(o)l/ noun 1 . a means of 
transport which goes frequently from one 
place to another and back again O There’s a 
shuttle from the hotel to the exhibition 
grounds. 2 . a small object for holding thread, 
which takes the thread backwards and for¬ 
wards when weaving or sewing with a ma¬ 
chine ■ verb to go between two places 
frequently O Waiters were shuttling back¬ 
wards and forwards from the kitchen to the 
dining room. 

shuttlecock /'J*At(o)lkDk/ noun a light lit¬ 
tle object with feathers stuck in it, which 
players hit over a net in badminton 
shuttle service /'jAt(o)l ,s3:vis/ noun a 
bus or plane service which goes frequently 
between two places 

CD shut up / JAt 'Ap/ verb 1. to close some¬ 
thing inside O I hate being shut up indoors on 
a sunny day. 2. an impolite way of telling 
someone to stop making a noise O Tell those 
children to shut up - I’m trying to work. O 
Shut up! - we’re tired of listening to your 
complaints. O Once he starts talking it’s im¬ 
possible to shut him up. 
shy /Jai/ adj nervous and afraid to do some¬ 
thing O He’s so shy he sat in the back row 
and didn’t speak to anyone. □ once bitten 
twice shy once you have had a bad experi¬ 
ence you will not want to do it again O I’m 
not getting involved with him again - once 
bitten twice shy! □ to fight shy of doing 
something to avoid getting involved in 
something ■ verb ( of a horse) to jump sud¬ 
denly because it has been frightened O His 
horse shied at the noise of the gun. 

Siamese ^saio'miiz/ adj referring to Siam, 
a former name for Thailand (dated) 
Siamese cat /.saiomhz 'kart:/ noun a type 
of cat with pale fawn fur, dark brown face 
and blue eyes 

(D sibling /'siblir)/ noun a brother or sister 
sibling rivalry /.sibliq 'raiv(o)lri/ noun a 
situation in which there is a lot of argument 
or competition between brothers or sisters 
sic /sik/ adv as it is written; used to show 
exactly what someone has written, even if 
they have made a mistake (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with sick.) 

(D sick /sik/ adj 1. ill, not well o He’s been 
sick for months. O We have five staff off sick. 
2. □ to be sick to bring up food from the 
stomach into the mouth O The last time I ate 
oysters I was sick all night. □ to feel sick to 
feel ill because you want to bring up food 
from the stomach O When I got up this morn¬ 
ing I felt sick and went back to bed. O The 
greasy food made her feel sick, t seasick 3. 
referring to something extremely unpleasant 
O sick humour ■ noun the contents of the 
stomach when they come out through the 
mouth ( informal ) Synonym vomit □ the sick 
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people who are ill O Nurses were looking af¬ 
ter the sick and the dying. 
sicken /'sikon/ verb to make someone feel 
extremely upset O It sickens me to think of 
foxes being killed. 

sickening /'sik(9)mg/ adj which makes 
you upset or nervous □ to be sickening for 
something to have the first signs of an illness 
(informal) o She's looking pale - she must be 
sickening for something. 
sick leave /'sik li:v/ noun a period when 
an employee is away from work because of 
illness 

Sickly /'sikli/ adj 1. not healthy O Your 
plants are looking rather sickly, do they need 
more fertiliser? O He turned a sickly yellow 
colour, and we rushed him to the doctor. 2. 
always slightly ill, never very well O As a 
child he was sickly, but is now strong and 
healthy. (NOTE: sicklier - sickliest) 

© sickness /'siknos/ noun 1. the feeling of 
wanting to bring up food from the stomach 
into the mouth 2. not being well O There is a 
lot of sickness about during the winter 
months, t travel sickness 
sick up /,sik *Ap/ verb to bring up food 
from your stomach into your mouth (infor¬ 
mal). Synonym vomit 

® Side /said/ noun 1. one of the four parts 
which with the top and bottom make a solid 
object such as a box O Stand the box upright 
- don’t turn it onto its side. 2. one of the two 
parts which with the front and back make a 
building O The garage is attached to the side 
of the house. 3. one of the surfaces of a flat 
object O Please write on both sides of the pa¬ 
per. 4. one of two or more parts or edges of 
something O Our office is on the opposite 
side of the street to the bank. O London Air¬ 
port is on the west side of the city. O The 
hitch-hikers were standing by the side of the 
road. O She sat to one side of the fireplace. 5. 
one of two parts separated by something O 
She jumped over the fence to get to the other 
side. O In England cars drive on the left-hand 
side of the road. 6. a sports team O The local 
side was beaten 2 -0.1 . the part of the body 
between the top of the legs and the shoulder 
O I can’t sleep when I’m lying on my right 
side. O The policemen stood by the prisoner’s 
side. O They all stood side by side. 8. one of 
the sides of an animal, used as a piece of 
meat O a side of bacon 9. two people or 
groups of people who oppose each other □ to 
be on or take someone’s side to support 
someone in a battle or argument O Mum al¬ 
ways takes your side! O Don ’t attack me - 
I’m on your side. O Whose side is he on? 10. 
one part of a family, either all the people re¬ 
lated to your mother or all the people related 
to your father O On my mother’s side every¬ 
one has blue eyes. ■ adj which is at the side 
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O There is a side entrance to the shop. O Can 
you take that bucket round to the side door? 
■ verb □ to side against someone to dis¬ 
agree with someone in an argument O I can’t 
understand why they all are siding against 
me. □ to side with someone to agree with 
someone in an argument O Why do you al¬ 
ways side with the boss? O to look on the 
bright side to be hopeful about the future o 
You should look on the bright side - you ’ll 
have plenty of free time now you’ve lost your 
job. O on the side separate from your nor¬ 
mal work, and sometimes hidden from your 
employer ( informal ) o Her salary is very 
low, so the family lives on what she can make 
on the side. O on the - side slightly o The 
car runs well but it’s on the small side. O the 
book is on the heavy side 1 . the book is 
fairly heavy 2. the book is fairly difficult to 
read O to take sides to say who you agree 
with O He refused to take sides in the argu¬ 
ment. 

sideboard /'saidboid/ noun a large piece 
of furniture made like a table with a cupboard 
underneath and used for storing objects such 
as plates, cups and glasses 
sideboards /'saidboidz/, sideburns 
/'saidb3inz/ plural noun hair down the side 
of a man’s face, in front of the ears 
side dish /'said dij/ noun a small amount 
of a particular food served on a side plate 
(D side effect /'said i.fekt/ noun an effect 
produced by a medical treatment such as a 
drug, which is not the main effect intended 
sidekick /'saidkik/ noun someone who 
works as a helper for another person (infor¬ 
mal). Synonym assistant 
sidelight /'saidlait/ noun 1. one of the 
small lights on each side of the front of a car 
O Switch your sidelights on - it’s beginning 
to get dark. 2 . a piece of information which 
you find out when you are not expecting to O 
The letters give some interesting sidelights 
on life in a Victorian household. 
sideline /'saidlain/ noun 1. a business 
which you carry out in addition to your usual 
job O He runs a profitable sideline selling 
postcards to tourists. ■ verb to make sure 
that someone does not take part in something 
O He complained that he was being sidelined 
by the others on the committee. 
sidelines /'saidlainz/ plural noun white 
lines along the edge of the playing area in 
sports such as tennis or football □ to sit on 
the sidelines not to take part in something 
sidelong /'saidlDi]/ adj from one side. Syn¬ 
onym sideways □ sidelong glance a quick 
look at someone or something in a sideways 
direction O He gave a sidelong glance at the 
table full of food. 

side plate /'said pleit/ noun a small plate 
placed next to your dinner plate 


side road 


793 


side road /'said roud/ noun a small road 
which leads off a larger road 
sideshow /'saidjou/ noun 1. a small stall 
with a game of skill at an event such as a fair 
O Among the sideshows were stalls selling 
candy floss and a shooting gallery. 2. an ac¬ 
tivity that is less important than another ac¬ 
tivity connected with it O The European 
Parliament is just a sideshow - the real deci¬ 
sions are taken by the Council of Ministers. 
sidestep /'saidstep/ verb to avoid some¬ 
thing unpleasant ( informal) (NOTE: side¬ 
stepping - sidestepped) 
side street /'said striit/ noun a small 
street which leads off a main street. Synonym 
alley 

sidetrack /‘saidtrask/ verb to attract some¬ 
one’s attention away from a more important 
problem. Synonym distract 
(D sidewalk /'saidwoik/ noun US a hard 
path for people walking at the side of a road 
O A girl was roller-skating along the side¬ 
walk. o We sat at a sidewalk cafe. (NOTE: 
The British term is pavement.) 
sideways /'saidweiz/ adv to the side or 
from the side O Crabs walk sideways. O Take 
a step sideways and you will be able to see 
the castle. O If you look at the post sideways 
you ’ll see how bent it is. 
siding /'saidig/ noun a short piece of rail¬ 
way line where trains are kept when they are 
not being used 

sidle /'said(o)l/ verb to walk slowly in a 
way which shows you are slightly afraid or 
do not want to be noticed 
siege /si:d 3 / noun an act of surrounding an 
enemy town or castle with an army to prevent 
supplies getting in, and so force the people 
inside to come out and stop fighting. Syn¬ 
onym blockade □ under siege surrounded 
by an enemy O The town is under siege. 
siege mentality /'si:d 3 men.tasliti/ noun 
a feeling of being surrounded by enemies 
sienna /si'eno/ noun □ raw sienna yellow¬ 
ish-brown colour 

siesta /si'esto/ noun a rest period in the 
middle of the day, especially common in 
Mediterranean countries 
sieve /siv/ noun an object used in the 
kitchen, made of a frame with a metal or 
plastic net, used to pour through liquids or 
substances such as flour, in order to remove 
lumps or separate some of the parts O Put the 
flour through a sieve. O Boil the peas for a 
few minutes and put in a sieve to strain. □ he 
has a memory like a sieve he keeps forget¬ 
ting things ( informal ) ■ verb to pass a liquid 
or a substance such as flour through a sieve 
to remove lumps O She sieved the flour into a 
bowl. O Boil the peas for a few minutes and 
sieve them. 
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sift /sift/ verb to sieve something o We 
sifted the sand to see if there was gold in it. □ 
to sift through to examine carefully O The 
police sifted through the rubble to see if they 
could find traces of the bomb. 
sigh /sai/ noun a long deep breath, showing 
an emotion or that you feel tired O She gave a 
deep sigh and put the phone down. O You 
could hear the sighs of relief from the audi¬ 
ence when the heroine was saved. ■ verb to 
breathe with a sigh O He sighed and wrote 
out another cheque. 

(D sight /salt/ noun 1. one of the five 
senses, being able to see O My grandfather’s 
sight isn’t vety good any more. □ to lose 
your sight to become blind O He lost his 
sight in the accident. 2. the fact of being able 
to see something O He can’t stand the sight 
of blood. O We caught sight of an eagle up in 
the mountains. O She kept waving until the 
car disappeared from sight. O The fog 
cleared and the mountains came into sight. O 
They waved until the boat was out of sight. □ 
at first sight when you see something for the 
first time O At first sight I thought he was 
wearing a wig. } second sight 3. some¬ 
thing, especially something famous, which 
you ought to see O They went off on foot to 
see the sights of the town. O The guidebook 
lists the main tourist sights in Beijing. □ to 
do the sights to visit all the interesting parts 
of a place, which tourists usually go to see o 
We did the sights in Barcelona. 4. a person or 
place that is unusual or unpleasant □ to look 
a sight to look extremely untidy O She looks 
a sight in that old raincoat. ■ verb to see 
something a long way away O We often sight 
rare birds on the lake. O They sighted some 
wreckage from the boat. Synonym notice 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with cite, site.) 
sighted /'saitid/ adj able to see ■ plural 
noun □ the sighted people who have the 
ability to see 

sighting /'saitir)/ noun an occasion when 
you see someone or something 
sightless /'saitlos/ adj not able to see 
sights /salts/ plural noun the part of a gun 
which you look through to aim 
sightseeing /'saitsinr)/ noun visiting the 
sights of a town as a tourist 
sightseer /'saitsiio/ noun a tourist who 
visits the sights of a town 
(D sign /sain/ noun 1. a movement of the 
hand which means something O He made a 
sign to us to sit down. 2. something such as a 
drawing or a notice which advertises some¬ 
thing O The shop has a big sign outside it 
saying for sale ’. O A ‘no smoking ’ sign hung 
on the wall. 3. something which shows that 
something is happening or has happened O 
There is no sign of the rain stopping. O The 
economy is showing signs of improvement. O 
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The police can find no sign of how the bur¬ 
glars got into the office. O He should have 
arrived by now, but there’s no sign of him. 4. 
a printed character O the pound sign (£) O the 
dollar sign ($) o the hash sign (#) [> Signs of 
the Zodiac ■ verb to write your name in a 
special way on a document to show that you 
have written it or that you have approved it O 
Sign on the dotted line, please. O The letter is 
signed by the managing director. O A cheque 
is not valid if it has not been signed. 

(D signal /'sign(3)l/ noun 1. a sign or move¬ 
ment which tells someone to do something O 
I’ll give you a signal to start playing ‘Happy 
Birthday 2. a device used to tell someone to 
do something O The signal was at red so the 
train had to stop. 3. an electronic sound 
heard on a radio receiver O We heard a faint 
signal coming from the mountains. ■ verb to 
make signs to tell someone to do something 
O The driver signalled to show that he was 
turning right. O She signalled to me that we 
were running out of time. (NOTE: signalling 
- signalled. The US spelling is signaling - 
signaled.) ■ adj extremely good or great 
(formal) o The conference was a signal 
success. 

signatory /'sign9t(3)ri/ noun a person 
who signs a contract (NOTE: The plural is 

signatories.) 

signature /'sigmtjs/ noun 1. a name writ¬ 
ten in a special way by someone to show that 
a document has been authorised or accepted 
O He found a pile of cheques on his desk 
waiting for his signature. O Her signature 
doesn’t look like her name at all. O The shop¬ 
keeper looked very closely at her signature 
and compared it with the one on the credit 
card. 2. a section of a printed book, usually 
16, 32 or 64 pages O Something has gone 
wrong with this copy of the book, the first 
signature is missing. 

signature tune /'signatja tjurn/ noun a 
tune which is used to identify a radio or TV 
broadcast 

sign for /'sain foil verb 1. to sign a docu¬ 
ment to show that you have received some¬ 
thing O He signed for the parcel. 2. (of a 
footballer) to move to a new club o He 
signed for Chelsea yesterday. 

© significance /sig'mfikans/ noun 1. 
meaning O What is the significance of your 
logo of a ship? 2. importance O There was no 
significance in the fact that her temperature 
was higher than usual. □ of great signifi¬ 
cance very important O The contents of the 
letter were of great significance. □ of little 
significance not very important O His re¬ 
marks were of little significance. 

® significant /sig'mfikant/ adj important, 
full of meaning O It is highly significant that 
everyone else was asked to the meeting, but 


not the finance director. O There has been a 
significant improvement in his condition. 

© significantly /sig'nifikantli/ adv in a 
significant way 

© signify /'signifai/ verb 1. to indicate 
something O The letter seems to signify that 
they have accepted our terms. 2. to be impor¬ 
tant O It doesn’t signify in the least. □ that 
signifies that seems reasonable (informal) 

© signing /'sainig/ noun 1. the action of 
putting your signature on a document O The 
signing of the peace treaty took place in the 
Palace of Versailles. 2. a footballer who has 
just moved to a new club O The only goal 
was by their new signing. 
sign language /'sain .kerjgwids/ noun 
signs made with the hands and fingers, used 
for communicating by people who are not 
able to hear or speak very well 
sign on /,sain 'on/ verb 1. to start work o 
He signed on and started work immediately. 
2 . to start drawing unemployment benefit O 
She signed on after losing her job. 
signpost /'sainpaust/ noun a post with 
signs showing directions to places O You 
should have turned right at that last signpost. 
O The signpost said it was 20 miles to Bris¬ 
tol. ■ verb to put signposts along a road to 
show directions O The way to the harbour is 
clearly signposted. 

Signs of the Zodiac /,sainz sv da 
'zaudiaek/ plural noun the twelve signs used 
in astrology, each connected to a group of 
stars and a period of the year 
Sikh /silk/ adj, noun (referring to) members 
of a religious group founded in India O Do 
all Sikh men wear turbans? O Over 20% of 
the students in the college are Sikhs. 

© silence /'sailsns/ noun a situation which 
is quiet, without any noise O I love the si¬ 
lence of the countryside at night. O The 
crowd of tourists waited in silence. O The 
mayor held up his hand and asked for si¬ 
lence. O There was a sudden silence as she 
came in. O There will be a minute’s silence at 
11 o’clock. □ a conspiracy of silence a se¬ 
cret plan to say nothing about something 
which has happened ■ verb to stop someone 
saying or writing something O He tried to si¬ 
lence his critics by taking out an injunction. 
O She refused to be silenced and continued to 
write her articles about government 
corruption. 

silencer /'sailsnss/ noun 1. an object at¬ 
tached to the exhaust of a car to reduce noise 
O The car is very noisy and needs a new si¬ 
lencer. (NOTE: The US term is muffler.) 2. 
an object attached to a gun to reduce the 
noise when it is fired O He was killed with a 
gun fitted with a silencer. 

© silent /'sailant/ adj not talking, not mak¬ 
ing any noise O He kept silent for the whole 
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meeting. O She seems rather silent today. O a 
very silent and reserved young man O The 
house was cold and silent. O This new wash¬ 
ing machine is almost silent. O They showed 
some old silent films. 

silently /'sailontli/ adv without any noise, 
without talking 

silent majority /.sailont ma^oriti/ 
noun the majority of people in society when 
considered as a group who do not express 
their opinions or political views publicly 
silhouette /,silu'et/ noun 1 . a black shape 
of a person or thing against a light back¬ 
ground O We could see two silhouettes in the 
background, but couldn’t make out who they 
were. 2. a picture made of the black outline 
of someone’s head in profile O I bought an 
18th century silhouette. ■ verb to stand out 
against a bright background O She stood sil¬ 
houetted against the burning house. 
silhouetted /.silu'etid/ adj standing out 
against a bright background 
silicon /'silikon/ noun a chemical element 
which is used in the electronics industry be¬ 
cause of its semiconductor properties 
silicon chip /'silikon tjip/ noun a small 
piece of silicon able to store data, used in a 
computer 

silicone /'silikoun/ noun a chemical com¬ 
pound of silicon used in making various oils 
or rubber 

silicone implant /.silikoun 'implamt/ 
noun a piece of silicone used in medical 
operations 

silk /silk/ noun 1 . cloth made from fibres 
produced by insects O She was wearing a 
beautiful silk scarf. O I bought some blue silk 
to make a dress. 2. a Queen’s Counsel (infor¬ 
mal) □ to take silk to become a Queen’s 
Counsel 

silken /'silkon/ adj soft and shiny like silk 
silky /'silki/ adj soft and smooth like silk 
sill /sil/ noun a flat shelf below a window, 
either inside or outside. Synonym ledge 
silliness /'silinos/ noun being silly 
(D silly /'sili/ adj stupid, not thinking o 
Don’t be silly - you can’t go to the party 
dressed like that! O She asked a lot of silly 
questions. O Of all the silly newspaper arti¬ 
cles that must be the silliest. (NOTE: sillier - 
silliest) 

silo /'sailou/ noun 1. a large container for 
storing crops such as grain O They are build¬ 
ing huge grain silos near the port. O The hay 
is stored in silos until it is needed. 2. a deep 
hole in the ground in which missiles are kept 
O The missiles were taken out of their silos 
and destroyed. (NOTE: The plural is silos.) 
silt /silt/ noun soft mud which settles at the 
bottom of water O The silt was several inches 
deep in places. 


simple 

silt up /.silt 'Ap/ verb (of a harbour or 
river) to become full of silt, so that boats can 
no longer use it O The mouth of the river is 
gradually silting up. 

(D silver /'silva/ noun 1. a precious white 
metal O Gold is worth more than silver. O 
How much is an ounce of silver worth? 2 . 
coins made of white metal O He held out a 
handful of silver. 3. knives, forks and spoons 
or ornaments made of silver O She's in the 
kitchen polishing the silver. O Don’t worry, 
all the silver is securely locked away. 4. a 
shiny white colour, like silver O The car has 
been resprayed in silver. ■ adj of a shiny 
white colour, like silver O The car has been 
resprayed with silver paint. O She wore silver 
sandals to match her handbag. 
silver-haired /,silvo 'head/ adj with light 
grey hair 

silver medal /,silvo 'med(9)l/ noun the 
prize given to someone who finishes in sec¬ 
ond place in a race or competition 
silverware /'silvo.weo/ noun silver ob¬ 
jects, especially things such as knives and 
forks 

silver wedding /.silvo 'wedig/ noun an 
anniversary of 25 years of marriage 
silvery /'silvan/ adj 1. shiny like silver o 
Her hair was silvery in the moonlight. 2. with 
a light ringing sound O The silveiy sound of 
the temple bells. 

SIM card /' sim ,ka:d/ noun a special type 
of plastic card put into a mobile phone, 
which contains the personal information re¬ 
lating to the person who owns the phone, in¬ 
cluding things such as their PIN number or 
stored phone numbers 

(D similar /'similo/ adj very much like 
someone or something but not exactly the 
same O Here is the old lampshade - do you 
have anything similar to replace it? O The 
two cars are very similar in appearance. O 
Our situation is rather similar to yours. Syn¬ 
onym alike. Antonym dissimilar 
® similarity ^simi'lceriti/ noun being sim¬ 
ilar. Synonym resemblance. Antonym dif¬ 
ference (NOTE: The plural is similarities.) 

® similarly /'similoli/ adv in a similar way 
O All these infections must be treated simi¬ 
larly. O He always writes a nice thank you 
letter, and similarly so does his sister. 
simile /'simili/ noun a comparison of one 
thing to another, using ‘like’ or ‘as’, e.g. ‘as 
flat as a pancake.’ Compare metaphor 
simmer /'simo/ verb 1. to cook by boiling 
gently O We left the soup to simmer gently. 2. 
□ to simmer down to become calmer after 
being veiy annoyed O Will you try to simmer 
down and listen to me, please? 

(D simple /'simpol/ adj 1. easy o The ma¬ 
chine is very simple to use. O She described 
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the accident in a few simple words. O It 
turned out to be a simple job to unscrew the 
door. O They say the new tax forms are sim¬ 
pler than the old ones. 2. ordinary, not very 
special, not complicated O They had a simple 
meal of bread and soup. O It’s a very simple 
pattern of lines and squares. (NOTE: simpler 
- simplest) 

simple interest /.simpol 'introst/ noun 
interest calculated on the original amount of 
money only, and not on interest added to it. 
Compare compound interest 
(D simplicity /sim'plisiti/ noun the quality 
of being simple 

simplification /.simplifi'keiJXojn/ noun 
an act or process of making something sim¬ 
ple. t oversimplification 

® Simplify /'simplifai/ verb to make some¬ 
thing simple. Antonym complicate 
simplistic /sim'plistik/ adj too simple, so 
simple as to seem foolish 
(2) simply /'simpli/ adv 1. in a simple way o 
He described very simply how the accident 
had happened. O She always dresses very 
simply. 2. only O He did it simply to annoy 
everyone. O She gave a new look to the room 
simply by painting one wall red. 3. used for 
emphasis O Your garden is simply beautiful. 
O It’s simply terrible - what shall we do? 
simulate /'simjuleit/ verb to copy the way 
something behaves, or the way something 
happens 

® simulation /.simju'leiJYojn/ noun an 
operation in which a computer is made to 
copy a real life situation or a machine, show¬ 
ing how something works or will work in the 
future 

simulator /'simjuleito/ noun a piece of 
equipment that simulates something else 
simultaneous /,sim(9)rteini9s/ adj hap¬ 
pening at the same time as something else. 
Synonym concurrent □ simultaneous 
translation translation of a speech into an¬ 
other language done at the same time as a 
person is speaking 

simultaneously /.simfejrteiniosli/ adv 
at the same time. Synonym concurrently 
(D sin /sin/ noun 1. an evil action which 
goes against the rules of a religion O Greed is 
one of the seven deadly sins. □ to live in sin 
to live together without being married 
(dated) 2. something bad o It would be a sin 
to waste all that meat. ■ verb to commit a 
sin, to do something evil O The priest told 
him he had sinned. Synonym transgress 
(NOTE: sinning - sinned) 

(2) since /sins/ prep during the period after 
O She’s been here since Monday. O We’ve 
been working non-stop since four o ’clock - 
can’t we have a rest? ■ conj 1. during the pe¬ 
riod after O He has had trouble borrowing 
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money ever since he was rude to the bank 
manager. O Since we got to the hotel, it has 
rained every day. 2. because O Since he’s ill, 
you can’t ask him to help you. O Since it’s 
such a fine day, let’s go for a walk. ■ adv 
during the period until now O She phoned on 
Sunday and we haven’t heard from her since. 
O He left England in 1990 and has lived 
abroad ever since. 

@ sincere /sin'sio/ adj very honest and real 
@ sincerely /sin'sioli/ adv really or defi¬ 
nitely □ Yours sincerely. Sincerely yours 
words used as an ending to a letter addressed 
to a named person 

sincerity /sin'seriti/ noun honesty. Ant¬ 
onym insincerity 

sine qua non /,sini kwa: 'non/ noun 
something which is necessary, without which 
something else cannot succeed. Synonym 

prerequisite 

sinew /'sinju:/ noun one of the strong 
fibres in your body which hold together the 
bones at joints or attach muscles to bones □ 
to strain every sinew to work as hard as pos¬ 
sible O Straining every sinew they pulled the 
boat up onto the shore. 
sinewy /'sinjuii/ adj full of strength 
sinful /'sinf(3)l/ adj immoral, evil 
(2) Sing /sir)/ verb to make music with your 
voice O Please sing another song. O She was 
singing as she worked. O He always sings in 
the bath. O She sang a funny song about ele¬ 
phants. O The birds were singing in the gar¬ 
den. (NOTE: singing - sang /saer)/ - has 
sung /saq/) 

singe /sind3/ verb to bum the outside of 
something (NOTE: singeing) 

(D singer /'sirjo/ noun a person who sings, t 

vocalist 

singing /'sirjirj/ noun the action of making 
music with your voice. ^ vocals 
(2) single /'sir)g(9)l/ adj 1. one alone o He 
handed her a single sheet of paper. O There 
wasn’t a single person I knew at the party. O 
The single most important fact about him is 
that he has no money. □ every single each 
one O You will need every single penny you 
have to pay for the house. O Every single 
time I asked her out, she refused. 2. for one 
person only O Have you got a single room for 
two nights, please? O We prefer two single 
beds to a double bed. 3. not married O She’s 
twenty-nine and still single. O Are there any 
single men on the course? 4. □ in single fig¬ 
ures less than ten O Inflation was over 20% 
but now it is down to single figures. ■ noun 
1. a ticket for one journey O Two singles to 
Oxford Circus, please. 2. a record with one 
piece of music on it O The group's first sin¬ 
gle went into the top ten. 3. (in cricket) one 
run O He scored a single and won the match. 
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single cream /,sigg(3)l 'kriim/ noun liq¬ 
uid cream which contains a small amount of 
fat 

single currency /,sirjg(3)l 'kAronsi/ 
noun one system of money which is shared 
by several countries 

singledecker /,siqg(o)l 'deko/ noun a bus 
with only one floor 

single-handed /,sir)g(3)l 'hasndid/ adj, 
adv all by yourself O a single-handed yacht 
race O He sailed single-handed round the 
world. O 1 can ‘t do all this work 
single-handed. 

single market /,sir)g(9)l 'maikit/ noun 
the EU countries considered as one large 
market, with no tariff barriers between mem¬ 
ber states 

single-minded /,sigg(o)l 'maindid/ adj 
thinking only of one thing 
single-mindedly /,sir)g(3)l maindidli/ 
adv with only one aim in mind 
single out /,sirjg(3)l 'aut/ verb to notice or 
choose one person or thing among several. 
Synonym pick out 

single parent /.siggOjl 'peoront/ noun 
one parent who is bringing up a child or chil¬ 
dren alone 

<D singles /'sir)g(3)lz/ noun 1. a tennis 
game played between two people O the 
men’s singles champion 2. people who are 
not married O They went to a singles bar. 
single-sex school /,sir)g(3)l seks 'skuil/ 
noun a school which takes either girls or 
boys, not both 

single spacing /,sirjg(3)l 'speisig/ noun 
typing where there is no space showing be¬ 
tween lines of text 

singlet /'sirjglat/ noun a sleeveless vest 
worn under a shirt, or when taking part in 
sports 

single ticket /,sigg(3)l 'tikit/ noun a 
ticket for a journey in one direction only. 
Also called one-way ticket, single 
single-track railway /,sir)g(3)l trask 
'reilwei/ noun a railway where trains go up 
and down the same rails, but with places 
where two trains can pass 
singly /'siggli/ adv one by one. Synonym 
individually 

singular /'siggjuls/ adj 1. odd, strange o 
We found ourselves in a really singular posi¬ 
tion. 2. showing that there is only one thing 
or person O ‘She ’ is a singular pronoun. ■ 
noun the form of a word showing that there 
is only one O ‘Child’ is the singular, and 
‘children’ is the plural. O The singular of 
‘they have ’ is ‘he or she has ’. O The singular 
of ‘bacteria ’ is ‘bacterium ’. 
singularly /'siggjulali/ adv 1. strangely 2. 
particularly 


sinister /'simsts/ adj which looks evil, 
which suggests that something bad will hap¬ 
pen. Synonym menacing 
® sink /sigk/ noun a fixed basin for wash¬ 
ing things such as dishes in a kitchen O The 
sink was piled high with dirty dishes. O He 
was washing his hands at the kitchen sink. ■ 
verb 1. to go down to the bottom of some¬ 
thing such as water or mud O The ferry sank 
in 30 m of water. O The paper boat floated 
for a few minutes, then sank. O You should tie 
a piece of lead to your fishing line to make it 
sink. 2. to make a boat go to the bottom of the 
water O An enemy shell sank the ship. 3. to 
fall suddenly O She was so upset that she just 
sank into an armchair and closed her eyes. O 
My heart sank when I heard the news. O 
House prices have sunk to an all-time low. 4. 
to invest money in something O He sank all 
his savings into a car-hire business. (NOTE: 
sinking - sank /saegk/ - sunk /sAgk/) 
sink in /,sigk 'in/ verb to become fixed in 
the mind. Synonym go in 
sinking feeling /'sigkig ,fi:lig/ noun a 
sudden feeling of disappointment you get 
when you realise that something has gone 
wrong 

sink unit /'sigk Juinit/ noun an arrange¬ 
ment of a cupboard, a sink, taps and waste 
pipes, forming a single piece of furniture 
sinner /'sins/ noun someone who does 
something that is morally wrong 
sinuous /'sinjuss/ adj winding 
sinus /'sainss/ noun an empty space inside 
the body, especially the spaces inside your 
head behind the cheekbone and nose (NOTE: 
The plural is sinuses.) 
sip /sip/ noun the act of drinking a small 
amount O She took a sip of water, and went 
on with her speech. ■ verb to drink taking 
only a small amount of liquid at a time O The 
girl was sipping her drink quietly. Antonym 
gulp (NOTE: sipping - sipped) 
siphon /'saif(3)n/ noun 1. a device for 
making fizzy water O The waiter gave him a 
glass of scotch and put the siphon on the bar 
next to him. Also called soda siphon 2. a 
bent tube to allow you to take liquid from one 
container to another placed at a lower level O 
Using a siphon he removed petrol from the 
car’s tank. ■ verb to remove liquid by using 
a siphon O Petrol had been siphoned from 
the tanks of cars parked in the car park. □ to 
siphon money off to remove money from a 
source illegally ( informal ) o The firm’s ac¬ 
countant managed to siphon off the profits 
into his private bank account. 

<D Sir /s3i/ noun 1. a polite way of referring 
to a man ( usually used by someone serving 
in a shop or restaurant) o Would you like a 
drink with your lunch, sir? O Please come 
this way, sir. 2. a way of addressing a male 
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teacher, in Britain O Please sir, I forgot to 
bring my homework. 3. □ Dear Sir (in let¬ 
ters) a polite way of addressing a man you do 
not know 4. the title given to a baronet or 
knight 

COMMENT: The title is always used with the 
man’s Christian name, and, in formal ad¬ 
dress, with the surname as well: you can say 
‘good morning Sir George’, but ‘may I intro¬ 
duce Sir George Smith?’. 

@ siren /'sairan/ noun a device which 
makes a loud warning signal 
3) sister /'sista/ noun 1. a girl or woman 
who has the same father and mother as some¬ 
one else O His three sisters all look alike. O 
My younger sister Louise works in a bank. O 
Do you have any sisters? 2. a senior female 
nurse in charge of a ward O The sister told 
me my son was getting better. (NOTE: The 
male equivalent is charge nurse.) 3. the ti¬ 
tle given to a nun (NOTE: can be used with 
names as a title: Sister Jones, Sister Jose¬ 
phine) ■ adj with close links to another simi¬ 
lar group or organisation O cooperating with 
our sister society 

sister-in-law /'sistar in la:/ noun 1. the 
wife of your brother (NOTE: The plural is 
sisters-in-law.) 2. the sister of your husband 
or wife o My sister-in-law is always telling 
us funny stories about things my husband did 
when he was a little boy. 
sisterly /'sistali/ adj, adv relating to or 
characteristic of a sister, especially in a kind 
or caring way 

(D Sit /sit/ verb 1. to be resting with your 
bottom on something O Mother was sitting in 
bed eating her breakfast. 2. to move into this 
position O Could you please sit here? □ to sit 
for a picture to pose, to stand or sit still 
while someone paints or photographs you O 
He sat for his portrait. O He sat for her in his 
uniform. 3. to take a test O She failed her 
English exam and had to sit it again. 4. (of 
Parliament, a council, etc.) to be meeting o 
A light shines at the top of Big Ben when the 
House of Commons is sitting. 5. (of a bird) to 
rest O The robin always comes and sits on the 
fence when I’m digging. 6. to look after chil¬ 
dren. Synonym baby-sit o I’m looking for 
someone to sit for me tomorrow evening. 
(NOTE: sits - sitting - sat /saet/ - has sat) 
sit back /sit 'bask J verb 1. to rest your back 
against the back of a chair when sitting O 
Just sit back and enjoy the film. 2. to do noth¬ 
ing O He just sat back and watched everyone 
else do the work. 

sit by /,sit 'bai/ verb to do nothing to help 
sitcom /'sitkom/ noun a TV comedy series 
which always takes place in the same place, 
with the same characters, each week (infor¬ 
mal). Full form situation comedy 


sit down /,sit 'daun/ verb to sit on a seat 
sit-down /'sitdaun/ noun 1. a strike where 
the workers stay in their place of work and 
refuse to work or leave O The factory has 
been occupied by workers staging a sit-down. 
2. a short rest sitting on a chair (informal) o 
I’ve been on my feet all day - I think I de¬ 
serve a sit-down. 

sit-down meal /sit daun/ noun a meal 
where you sit at a table 
sit-down strike /'sit daun .straik/, sit- 
down protest /'sit daun .prautest/ noun a 
strike where the workers stay in their place of 
work and refuse to work or leave 
(D site /salt/ noun 1. a place where some¬ 
thing is or will be O This is the site for the 
new factory. 2. a place where something hap¬ 
pened, where something once existed o This 
was the site of the Battle of Hastings in 1066. 
O They ’re trying to locate the site of the old 
Roman fort. ■ verb to be placed on a particu¬ 
lar piece of land O The hotel will be sited be¬ 
tween the airport and the new exhibition 
centre. 

sit-in /'sit in/ noun a protest where a place 
of work is occupied by people who refuse to 
leave until their questions or requests have 
been dealt with (NOTE: The plural is sit-ins.) 
sit on /'sit on/ verb 1. to be a member of a 
committee O She sat on the local choral soci¬ 
ety committee for fifteen years. 2. to do noth¬ 
ing about something that should have been 
dealt with O They sat on the report for three 
months. 

sitter /'sits/ noun 1 . a person who looks af¬ 
ter children in a house, while their parents are 
out O We won’t be able to go to the cinema 
because I can’t find a sitter. Synonym 
baby-sitter 2. an easy chance to score a goal 
O He missed a sitter in the final minutes of 
the game. 3. a person who poses, while 
someone paints or photographs him or her O 
The sitter was his mother. 

(D sitting /'sitir)/ noun a time when a group 
of people eat together O Take your seats for 
the second sitting. 

<D sitting room /'sitig ru:m/ noun a com¬ 
fortable room for sitting in. Synonym 

lounge 

sitting tenant /.sitig 'tenant/ noun a per¬ 
son who is living in a property and paying 
rent for it when the property is sold 
situated /'sitjueitid/ adj placed in a 
particular situation (formal) 

(D situation /,sitjii'eij(a)n/ noun 1. a posi¬ 
tion, the way in which something is placed O 
What’s your opinion of the company’s pres¬ 
ent situation? OI wonder how she got herself 
into this situation? 2. a place where some¬ 
thing is O The hotel is in a very pleasant situ¬ 
ation by the sea. 3. a job (formal) o I’m 
looking for a more permanent situation. 


situation comedy 

situation comedy /.sitJueiJXojn 

'komodi/ noun full form of sitcom 
situations vacant /,sitJueiJ(o)nz 

'veikont/ noun a list of job vacancies in a 
newspaper 

sit up /,sit 'Ap/ verb 1 . to sit with your back 
straight O Sit up straight! 2 . to move from a 
lying to a sitting position O He’s too weak to 
sit up. O He sat up in bed to eat his breakfast. 
3. to delay going to bed or to go to bed later 
than usual O We sat up playing cards until 2 
a.m. 

sit-up /'sit Ap/ noun an exercise where you 
lie on your back on the floor and then sit up 
keeping your legs on the floor (NOTE: The 
plural is sit-ups.) 

(D six /siks/ noun 1 . the number 6 o He’s six 
(years old). O We’re having some people 
round for drinks at six (o ’clock). O There are 
only six chocolates left in the box - who’s 
eaten the rest? □ the six hundreds (600s) the 
years from 600 to 699 AD 2. (in cricket) a 
score of six runs for sending the ball over the 
boundary without it touching the ground O 
He scored a century, including four fours 
and two sixes. 

six-pack /'siks pask/ noun a pack contain¬ 
ing six bottle or cans 

(D sixteen /.siks'tiin/ noun the number 16 
O He’ll be sixteen next month. O The train 
leaves at seventeen sixteen (17.16). □ the six¬ 
teen hundreds (1600s) the years from 1600 
to 1699 

(D sixteenth /siks'timO/ adj, noun refer¬ 
ring to 16 O She came sixteenth in the race. O 
The sixteenth of July or July the sixteenth 
(July 16th). O Her sixteenth birthday is on 
Tuesday. □ the sixteenth century the years 
from 1500 to 1599 

(D sixth /siksO/ adj referring to 6 o His of¬ 
fice is on the sixth floor. O What is the sixth 
letter of the alphabet? O The sixth of August 
ox August the sixth (August 6th). O Tomorrow 
is her sixth birthday. □ the sixth century the 
period from 500 to 599 AD ■ noun one part 
of six equal parts O Ten minutes is a sixth of 
an hour. 

sixth form /'siksO fo:m/ noun the final 
two years in a secondary school, with stu¬ 
dents between 16 and 18 years old 
sixth form college /,siks0 fo:m 'kolidj/ 
noun a college for students aged 16 and over, 
preparing them for exams that allow them to 
go to university 

sixth sense /siksO 'sens/ noun the ability 
to feel that something has taken place or will 
take place, without using any of the five 
senses. Synonym intuition 
(D sixty /'siksti/ noun the number 60 o 
She’s sixty (years old). O The table cost more 
than sixty pounds (£60). □ she’s in her six¬ 
ties she’s between 60 and 69 years old □ the 
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(nineteen) sixties (1960s) the years from 
1960 to 1969 

(D size /saiz/ noun the measurements of 
something, how big something is, or how 
many there are of something O Their garage 
is about the same size as our house. O The 
school has an Olympic size swimming pool. 
O He takes size ten in shoes. O What size col¬ 
lars do you take? O The size of the staff has 
doubled in the last two years. 
sizeable /'saiz9b(o)l/ adj quite big 
size up/,saiz 'Ap/ verb to judge someone’s 
qualities O She quickly sized him up. 
sizzle /'siz(o)l/ verb to make a sound like 
food cooking in oil or fat 
sizzling /'sizlir)/ adj very hot ( informal) 

(D skate /skeit/ noun 1. a boot with sharp 
blades attached for sliding on ice or small 
wheels O a pair of skates □ to get or put 
your skates on to hurry (informal) o You ’ll 
have to get your skates on if you want to 
catch that train, t ice skates, roller skates 
2. a large flat fish with white flesh O I love 
sole but I’ve never eaten skate. (NOTE: The 
plural in this meaning is skate.) ■ verb to 
move wearing skates O She skated across the 
frozen lake. 2. □ to skate around something 
to try to avoid mentioning something O They 
skated around the subject of salaries. 
skateboard /'skeitboid/ noun a board 
with two pairs of wheels underneath, which 
you stand on to move about 
<D skater /'skeito/ noun a person who goes 
on skates 

<D skating /'skeitirj/ noun the sport of 
moving over a smooth surface on skates O 
We ’re going skating tomorrow. 
skating rink/'skeitir) rigk/ noun a special 
area for skating, or for playing games such as 
hockey on skates 

skeletal /'skelit(o)l/ adj very thin, like a 
skeleton. Antonym obese 
(D skeleton /'skelit(o)n/ noun all the bones 
which make up a body O They found the skel¬ 
eton of a rabbit in the garden shed. O He 
demonstrated joints using the skeleton in the 
biology lab. □ the skeleton in the cupboard 
an embarrassing secret that a family is trying 
to keep hidden 

skeleton key / l skelit(o)n 'kii/ noun a key 
which will fit several different doors in a 
building 

skeleton staff /'skelitn sta:f/ noun a few 
staff left to carry on with essential work 
while most of the workforce is away 
<D sketch /sketJV noun 1. a rough quick 
drawing O He made a sketch of the church. 2. 
a short comic situation on TV or radio or a 
short comic play O The show takes the form 
of a series of short sketches. (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is sketches.) ■ verb to draw something 
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quickly and roughly O She was sketching the 
old church. O He sketched out his plan on the 
back of an envelope. 

sketchbook /'sketj’buk/ noun a book of 
drawing paper for sketching 
sketchmap /'sketjmcep/ noun a rough 
map drawn by hand 

sketchpad /'sketjpaed/ noun a pad of 
sheets of paper for sketching 
sketchy /'sketji/ adj not complete, not full. 
Synonym vague. Antonym detailed (NOTE: 
sketchier - sketchiest) 
skew /skju:/ noun □ on the skew not 
straight ■ verb to make information inaccu¬ 
rate or unbalanced O Not using a proper sam¬ 
ple has skewed the results of the test. O Tax 
advantages were always skewed towards the 
highest earners. 

skewed /skjuid/ adj unbalanced 
skewer /'skjuio/ noun a long thin metal or 
wooden rod for putting through pieces of 
meat, fish or vegetables when cooking or 
grilling O She put some pieces of chicken and 
onion on the skewer. ■ verb to stick a long 
metal or wooden rod through something O 
He skewered bits of meat and green peppers 
and grilled them. O The fish was skewered on 
a stick. Synonym impale 
ski /ski:/ noun one of two long flat objects 
which are attached to your boots for sliding 
over snow O We always hire skis when we 
get to the ski resort. O Someone stole my new 
pair of skis. ■ verb to travel on skis O The 
mountain rescue team had to ski to the site of 
the avalanche. O We skied down to the bot¬ 
tom of the slope without falling. O She broke 
her arm skiing. 

skid /skid/ noun a sideways slide in a vehi¬ 
cle O The car went into a skid and hit a lamp- 
post. O There were skid marks on the road. ■ 
verb to slide sideways in a vehicle suddenly 
because the wheels do not grip the surface O 
He skidded to a halt. O If you brake too hard 
on ice you’re likely to skid. (NOTE: skidding 
- skidded) 

skier /'skim/ noun a person who goes 
skiing 

skiff /skif/ noun a light rowing boat 
(D skiing /'skinr)/ noun the sport of sliding 
on skis □ to go skiing to slide over snow on 
skis as a sport O We go skiing in Switzerland 
every winter. 

skilful /'skilf(o)l/ adj showing a lot of skill 
(NOTE: The US spelling is skillful.) 

(D skill /skil/ noun the ability to do some¬ 
thing well O Portrait painting needs a lot of 
skill. O He acquired management skills 
through running his own business. O He’s a 
craftsman of great skill. 

(D skilled /skild/ adj 1. being able to do 
something well, using a particular skill O 


skip 

She’s a skilled therapist. O We need skilled 
programmers. 2. needing a particular skill O 
nursing and other skilled professions 
skillet /'skilit/ noun US a frying pan 
skim /skim/ verb 1. to remove things float¬ 
ing on a liquid O Skim the soup to remove the 
fat on the surface. 2. to move quickly over 
the surface of something O Flies skimmed 
across the surface of the lake. 2. to read 
something quickly O Could you just skim it 
for mistakes? O I only had time to skim 
through the book on the train. 
skimmed milk /skimd 'milk/ noun milk 
from which most of the fat has been removed 
(NOTE: The US term is skim milk.) 
skimp /skimp/ verb not to give enough of 
something. Synonym stint. Antonym lavish 
skimp on /'skimp on/ verb not to spend 
much money on something O They skimp on 
food. 

skimpy /'skimpi/ adj small, not big enough 
(NOTE: skimpier - skimpiest) 

(J) skin /skin/ noun 1. the outer surface of 
the body O The baby’s skin is very smooth. □ 
to be just skin and bones to be extremely 
thin 2. an outer surface of a fruit or vegetable 
O This orange has a very thick skin. O You 
can cook these new potatoes with their skins 
on. 3. a thin layer on top of a liquid that has 
cooled down after being hot O I don’t like the 
skin on the top of chocolate pudding. 4. □ to 
have a thick skin to be able to stand a lot of 
criticism ( informal ) o Luckily he has a thick 
skin or he would get very annoyed at what 
the tabloids say about him. □ by the skin of 
your teeth only just O He escaped from the 
enemy by the skin of his teeth. □ to jump out 
of your skin to be very frightened or sur¬ 
prised O The bang made her jump out of her 
skin. ■ verb to remove the skin from an ani¬ 
mal or fish O Ask the fishmonger to skin the 
sole for you. (NOTE: skinning - skinned) 
skin-deep /.skin 'diip/ adj on the surface, 
superficial 

skin-diver /'skin .daivo/ noun a person 
who goes skin-diving 

skin-diving /'skin .daivirj/ noun the sport 
of swimming underwater using breathing 
apparatus 

skinhead /'skinhed/ noun a young man 
with very short hair or a shaved head, often 
considered as behaving in an aggressive 
manner 

(D skinny /'skini/ adj very thin (NOTE: 
skinnier - skinniest) 

skint /skint/ adj with no money ( informal ) 
skin-tight /.skin 'tait/ adj fitting very 
closely to the body 

(D Skip /skip/ verb 1. to run along partly 
hopping and partly jumping O The children 
skipped happily down the lane. 2. to jump 
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skipper 

over a rope which you turn over your head O 
The boys played football and the girls were 
skipping. 3. to miss part of something O She 
skipped the middle chapters and went on to 
read the end of the story. O I’m not hungry, 
I’ll skip the pudding. (NOTE: skipping - 
skipped) ■ noun a large metal container for 
rubbish O The builders filled the skip with old 
bricks and stones. 

(3) skipper /'skips/ noun 1. the captain of a 
ship O We reported to the skipper that there 
was water in the ship’s engine room. 2. the 
captain of a team O He’s the youngest skip¬ 
per ever of the national rugby team. ■ verb 
to be the captain of a team ( informal) o the 
youngest man ever to skipper the English 
rugby team 

skipping rope /'skipirj roup/ noun a rope 
which you jump over as you swing it over 
your head and under your feet (NOTE: An¬ 
other US term is jump rope.) 
skirmish /'sk3:mij/ noun a minor fight be¬ 
tween opposite sides O There were several 
skirmishes between rival fans, but no serious 
fighting. (NOTE: The plural is skirmishes.) 
■ verb to fight small battles with someone o 
The opposition was skirmishing with the 
government. 

(D skirt /sk3it/ noun 1. a piece of clothing 
worn by women covering the lower part of 
the body from the waist down O She started 
wearing jeans to work, but was told to wear a 
skirt. 2. the lower part of a dress starting at 
the waist ■ verb 1. to go round O The main 
road skirts (round) the town. 2. not to treat 
thoroughly O He only skirted (round) the 
subject, and didn’t deal with it in depth at all. 
ski slope /'ski: sloup/ noun a specially 
prepared and marked slope for skiing down a 
mountain 

skive /skaiv/ verb to avoid working (infor¬ 
mal) 

skulk /skAlk/ verb to creep about mysteri¬ 
ously because you are planning something 
wrong. Synonym lurk 

skull /skAl/ noun the bones which are 
joined together to form the head ( informal ) 
skunk /skApk/ noun a North American 
mammal with black and white fur, which 
sends out a liquid with a bad smell when it is 
attacked 

(D sky /skai/ noun a space above the earth 
which is blue during the day and where the 
moon and stars appear at night O What makes 
the sky blue? O It’s going to be a beautiful 
day - there’s not a cloud in the sky. O The 
wind carried the glider high up into the sky. 
sky-blue /,skai 'blu:/ adj, noun (of) a 
bright light blue like the sky 
skydiving /'skai.daivirj/ noun the sport of 
jumping out of a plane with a parachute 


sky-high /,skai 'hai/ adv very high □ to 
blow something sky-high to blow some¬ 
thing up with explosives 
skylight /'skailait/ noun a window in a 
roof or ceiling 

skyline /'skailain/ noun the shape of build¬ 
ings seen against the sky 
skyscraper /'skaiskreipo/ noun a very 
tall building 

slab /slaeb/ noun a flat square or rectangular 
block of stone or concrete 
slack /skek/ adj 1 . not tight o The wind had 
dropped and the sails were slack. O The 
ropes are slack - pull on them to make them 
tight. Antonym taut 2. not busy O Business 
is slack at the end of the week. O January is 
always a slack period for us. 3. not working 
well O Slack workers will be penalised. 
(NOTE: slacker - slackest) ■ noun 1. a 
loose part of something such as a rope □ to 
take up the slack to tighten something up o 
If you pull on the rope it will take up the 
slack. O By reducing the numbers of staff, we 
will be able to take up some of the slack. 2. 
little pieces of coal O He threw some slack on 
the fire. ■ verb to be lazy, to do less work o 
Stop slacking, and get some work done! 
slacken /'skekon/ verb 1. to loosen o As 
the rain started, she slackened the ropes 
round the tent. 2. to work less, to be less 
busy, to go slower O Trade slackened during 
January. O He slackened his pace as he 
turned the corner. 

slacken off /.slaekon 'Df/ verb to become 
less 

slack off /,skek 'Df/ verb 1. to stop work¬ 
ing (informal) o You can slack off now, as 
it’s past six o ’clock. 2. to become less O At 
last the rain started to slack off. 
slacks /slasks/ noun trousers (dated) 
slag /skeg/ noun the waste material left af¬ 
ter metal has been extracted from ore, or after 
coal has been mined 
slain /slein/ 1 > slay 

slake /sleik/ verb □ to slake your thirst to 
drink to remove your thirst 
slalom /'slailom/ noun a type of race 
where you have to zigzag fast between a se¬ 
ries of posts 

slam /skem/ verb 1. to bang a door shut o 
When he saw me, he slammed the door in my 
face. 2. to shut with a bang O The door 
slammed and I was locked out. 3. □ to slam 
on the brakes to apply the brakes fast when 
driving O He slammed on the brakes and just 
stopped in time to avoid an accident. 
d> slander /'slaindo/ noun an untrue spo¬ 
ken statement which damages a person’s rep¬ 
utation O to sue somebody for slander O 
What she said about me is slander. ■ verb to 
damage someone’s reputation by saying un- 
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true things about him or her O They slan¬ 
dered him at yesterday’s meeting. Compare 

libel 

slanderous /'slaind(o)ros/ adj which 
could be slander 

(D slang /slaer)/ noun popular words or 
phrases used by some groups of people, but 
which are not used in formal situations 
slanging match /'slaegig mastJV noun a 
bitter argument where two people call each 
other rude names 

slangy /'slaerji/ adj using popular language 
(informal) 

slant /slaint/ noun 1. a slope o The garden 
is on a slant, which makes cutting the lawn 
difficult. □ on the slant sloping o The 
shelves were put up on the slant and had to 
be taken down. 2. a point of view O a TV 
programme with a teenage slant O We want 
to get a new slant on the problem. ■ verb 1. 
to slope O The path slants down the side of 
the hill. O The picture seems to be slanting to 
the right. 2. to show news or information in a 
biased way O The news was slanted to suit 
the government. 

slanted /'slaintid/ adj 1. sloping 2. biased 
slanting /'slaintirj/ adj which slopes 
slap /slaep/ noun 1. a blow given with your 
hand flat O She gave him a slap in the face. □ 
a slap on the wrist a small punishment, a 
slight criticism O The department had a slap 
on the wrist from the inspectors, but nothing 
serious. 2. a friendly gesture O He congratu¬ 
lated her with a slap on the back. ■ verb 1. to 
hit someone or something with your hand flat 
O She slapped his face. 2. to tap someone or 
something as a friendly gesture O They all 
slapped him on the back to congratulate him. 
3. to put something down flat on a surface O 
She slapped the notes down on the table. O 
They just slapped some paint on the wall to 
cover up the marks. (NOTE: slapping - 
slapped) ■ adv □ slap (bang) exactly in or 
into a particular position ( informal) o He 
rode his bike slap into middle of the 
procession. 

slapdash /'slaepdasJV adj careless. Ant¬ 
onym meticulous 

slapstick /'slaepstik/ noun a rough com¬ 
edy which involves such things as knocking 
people over and throwing water over them 
(NOTE: no plural) 

slap-up /'slaep Ap/ adj (of a meal) good 
and expensive (informal) 
slash /sfreJV noun 1. a long cut with a knife 
O He had a nasty slash on his forearm. O She 
took a knife and made a slash across the 
painting. 2. a printing sign (/) used to show 
an alternative (NOTE: The plural is slashes.) 
■ verb 1. to make a long cut with a knife o 
He slashed the painting with a kitchen knife. 
2. to reduce a price or the number of some¬ 


sledgehammer 

thing drastically O Prices have been slashed 
in all departments. O The management has 
slashed the number of staff. 
slat /slaet/ noun a thin flat piece of wood 
slate /sleit/ noun 1. a dark blue or grey 
stone which splits easily into thin sheets O 
Slate is used for making roofs. 2. a thin piece 
of this stone used to cover a roof o The slates 
were already piled up on the roof ready for 
fixing. 3. a list of candidates for a position O 
the Democratic slate in the state elections ■ 
verb to criticise someone or something 
sharply (informal) o The whole plan was 
slated by the chairman of the committee. 
slaughter /'sloito/ noun 1. the killing of 
animals O These lambs will be ready for 
slaughter in a week or so. 2. the killing of 
many people O the wholesale slaughter of in¬ 
nocent civilians (NOTE: no plural) ■ verb 1. 
to kill animals for their meat 2. to kill many 
people or animals at the same time O Thou¬ 
sands of civilians were slaughtered by the 
advancing army. 

slaughterhouse /'sbitohaus/ noun a 
place where animals are killed for meat 
(dated). Synonym abattoir 
slave /sleiv/ noun a person who belongs to 
someone legally and works for him or her 
without pay ■ verb □ to slave (away) to 
work hard O Here am I slaving away over a 
hot stove, and you just sit and watch TV. 
slavery /'sleivori/ noun 1. the state of be¬ 
ing a slave O Girls were kidnapped and sold 
into slavery. 2. the buying and selling of 
slaves O In Britain, slavery was abolished in 
the 19th century. 

slavish /'sleivij/ adj without thinking or 
using any imagination 
slavishly /'sleivijli/ adv without thinking 
slay /slei/ verb to kill someone or some¬ 
thing (formal or literary) (NOTE: slaying - 
slew /slui/ - slain. Do not confuse with 
sleigh.) 

sleaze /sliiz/ noun behaviour which is 
disreputable 

sleazy /'sliizi/ adj dirty or disreputable 
(NOTE: sleazier - sleaziest) 

sled /sled/ noun US same as sledge 
sledge /sled 3 / noun a small vehicle with 
long pieces of wood or metal underneath, for 
sliding fast over snow O Children dragged 
their sledges to the top of the snow-covered 
hill. ■ verb to go on a sledge; to play at slid¬ 
ing on the snow on a sledge O The children 
were sledging down the hill. □ to go sledging 
to slide fast over snow on sledges as a game 
O We went sledging every day till the snow 
melted. (NOTE: [all senses] The US term is 
sled.) 

sledgehammer /'sledshaemo/ noun a 
very large heavy hammer □ to use a sledge- 
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hammer to crack a nut to use far too much 
effort in doing something 
sleek /sliik/ adj 1. smooth, shiny and 
well-kept O An enormous sleek limousine 
drew up outside the hotel. O After dinner we 
walked across the sleek lawns to the river. 2. 
very confident, but not to be trusted o She 
gave us some sleek sales talk to try to get us 
interested in buying a mobile phone. O Sleek 
sales staff stood round the stand, handing out 
leaflets. (NOTE: sleeker - sleekest) ■ verb 
to make smooth O He sleeked back his hair. 

(D sleep /ship/ noun a rest usually at night 
with your eyes closed, when you are not con¬ 
scious of what is happening O I need eight 
hours’ sleep a night. O Try to get a good 
night’s sleep - there’s a lot of work to be 
done tomorrow. O He always has a short 
sleep after lunch. □ to go to sleep, to get to 
sleep to start sleeping O Don’t make all that 
noise - Daddy’s trying to get to sleep. O She 
put the light out and went to sleep. □ to send 
someone to sleep to make someone go to 
sleep O Her boring speeches would send any¬ 
one to sleep. □ to put someone to sleep to 
give someone an anaesthetic, before a medi¬ 
cal operation □ to put an animal to sleep to 
kill an animal that is old or ill □ my foot has 
gone to sleep my foot has lost all feeling □ 
not to lose any sleep over something not to 
worry about something O It’s such a tiny sum 
that I won’t lose any sleep over it. ■ verb 1. 
to rest with your eyes closed not knowing 
what is happening around you O She never 
sleeps for more than six hours each night. O 
He slept through the whole of the TV news. O 
Don't make any noise - Daddy’s trying to 
sleep. □ to sleep like a log to sleep very 
soundly ( informal) o After his 12-mile walk 
he slept like a log. 2. □ a cottage that sleeps 
four a cottage with enough beds for four 
people 

sleep around /,sli:p o'raund/ verb to 
have sexual intercourse with various people 
( informal ) 

sleep deprivation /'sliip depri,veij(3)n/ 
noun the practice of not allowing someone to 
have enough sleep 

sleeper /'ships/ noun 1. a person who 
sleeps O Electrodes are attached to sleepers 
to record brain waves. □ he’s a heavy 
sleeper he always sleeps deeply 2. a carnage 
on a train where passengers sleep on long 
journeys O The last two carriages of the train 
were sleepers. 3. an overnight train with 
sleeping cars O The Edinburgh sleeper leaves 
at 11.30 p.m. Synonym sleeping car 4. a 
heavy piece of wood on which rails are fixed 
O The track is closed because workmen are 
laying new sleepers. 

sleep in /,ship 'in/ verb to sleep later than 
usual in the morning 


<D sleeping /'sliipir)/ adj 1. who is asleep o 
The firemen picked up the sleeping children 
and carried them to safety. 2. referring to 
sleeping in bed □ we have to decide on the 
sleeping arrangements we have to decide 
how the bedrooms are going to be divided 
between guests ■ noun the state of being 
asleep or going to sleep o I’m always ex¬ 
hausted, so sleeping is never a problem for 
me. 

sleeping bag /'sliipirj basg/ noun a com¬ 
fortable warm bag for sleeping in, often used 
by campers 

sleeping car /'sliipir) kai/ noun a carriage 
on a train with beds where passengers can 
sleep 

sleeping partner /.sliipip 'paitno/ noun 
a partner who has a share in a business but 
does not work in it 

sleeping pill /’sliipir) pil/, sleeping tab¬ 
let /'sliipir) .tseblot/ noun medicine which 
makes you go to sleep 

sleeping policeman /.sliipir) po- 
'liismon/ noun a hump in the road to stop 
cars going too fast ( informal) 
sleepless /'sliiplos/ adj with no sleep 
sleeplessness /'sliiplosnos/ noun a lack 
of sleep, not being able to get to sleep. 
Synonym insomnia 

sleep off /,sliip 'of/ verb to get rid of an 
illness by sleeping 

sleep on /'ship Dn/ verb □ to sleep on it to 
sleep, and make an important decision in the 
morning O Let me sleep on it, and I’ll give 
you my answer tomorrow morning. 
sleepover /'sliip.ouvo/ noun a child’s 
party involving an overnight stay at some¬ 
body else’s house 

sleepwalking /'sliipwoikir)/ noun getting 
up and walking about even though you are 
still asleep 

(D sleepy /'sliipi/ adj 1 . feeling ready to go 
to sleep O The children had a busy day - they 
were very sleepy by 8 o 'clock. O The injec¬ 
tion will make you feel sleepy, o If you feel 
sleepy, don’t try to drive the car. O Sitting in 
front of the TV made him sleepier and sleep¬ 
ier. 2. quiet and where nothing exciting hap¬ 
pens O a sleepy little country town (NOTE: 
sleepier - sleepiest) 

sleet /sliit/ noun snow mixed with rain o 
The temperature fell and the rain turned to 
sleet. ■ verb □ it is sleeting it is snowing and 
raining at the same time O As she went out it 
began sleeting. 

® sleeve /sliiv/ noun 1. the part of a piece 
of clothing which covers your arm O The 
sleeves on this shirt are too long. O He was 
wearing a blue shirt with short sleeves. □ to 
keep something up your sleeve to have a 
plan which you are keeping secret ( informal) 
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□ to laugh up your sleeve to laugh in secret 
at something 2. a cardboard cover for a re¬ 
cord O He designed some of the sleeves for 
the Rolling Stones. 

-sleeved /sliivd/ suffix making adjs having 
sleeves of a particular style 
sleeveless /'sliivlos/ adj with no sleeves 
sleigh /slei/ noun a large sledge pulled by 
horses or reindeer (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with slay.) 

sleight of hand /.slait ov 'hasnd/ noun 
the quick movements of a conjurer when per¬ 
forming a card trick. Synonym dexterity 
slender /'slendo/ adj 1. long and thin o a 
slender stalk 2. tall and slim O a girl with a 
slender waist O She’s wants to be slender, 
without being too skinny. 3. not large O The 
police held out only a slender hope that the 
killer would be caught. O The government 
won the vote by only the slenderest of mar¬ 
gins. (NOTE: slenderer - slenderest) 
slept /slept/ C> sleep 
slew /slu:/ 1 > slay 

(D slice /slais/ noun 1. a thin piece cut off 
something to eat O Can you cut some more 
slices of bread? O Have a slice of chocolate 
cake. O Would you like another slice of 
chicken? 2. (in sports) a way of hitting a ball, 
which makes it go in the wrong direction ■ 
verb 1. to cut into slices O She stood at the 
table slicing the joint for lunch. □ the best 
thing since sliced bread the most wonderful 
new invention in the world ( informal) 2. to 
hit a ball so that it spins off to one side O He 
sliced the ball into the net. 
sliced bread /slaist 'bred/ noun a loaf of 
bread which has already been cut into slices 
before you buy it 

slick /silk/ adj done in a clever way which 
tricks people O The politician was a very 
slick talker. O We didn’t like his slick man¬ 
ner. (NOTE: slicker - slickest) 
slid /slid/ 1 > slide 

(D slide /slaid/ noun 1. a slippery metal or 
plastic structure for children to slide down O 
There are swings and a slide in the local 
playground. 2. a small piece of film which 
can be projected onto a screen O She put the 
screen up and showed us the slides of her last 
trip. O There will be a slide show in the vil¬ 
lage hall. 3. a steady fall O The government 
must act to stop the slide in the pound. 4. a 
clip which goes into the hair to hold it in 
place O She had two red slides in her hair. ■ 
verb 1. to move smoothly over a slippery sur¬ 
face O The drawer slides in and out easily. O 
The car slid to a stop. O The children were 
sliding on the ice when it broke. 2. to move 
something smoothly O He slid the money 
over the table. 3. to move down steadily O 
The pound slid after interest rates were low¬ 
ered. (NOTE: sliding - slid /slid/) 


sling 

sliding scale /,slaidig 'skeil/ noun a sys¬ 
tem of marks or points which vary according 
to a scale 

(D slight /slait/ adj 1. (of people) small and 
thin O Their daughter’s a slight young girl. 
2. not very big O All you could see was a 
slight movement of the cat’s tail. O There was 
a slight improvement in his condition during 
the night. O She wasn’t the slightest bit ner¬ 
vous. (NOTE: slighter - slightest) ■ noun 
an insult O I treat that remark as a slight on 
our reputation. Synonym snub 
( 1 ) slightly /'slaitli/ adv to only a small 
extent O He was only slightly hurt in the car 
crash. O The American bank is offering a 
slightly better interest rate. O I only know 
him slightly. Synonym somewhat. Antonym 
considerably 

(D slim /slim/ adj 1. thin, not fat O a slim, 
fair-haired boy O How do you manage to 
stay so slim? O She looks slimmer in that 
dress. 2. narrow O a slim skirt O a slim gold 
bracelet 3. small O Their chances of survival 
in the snowstorm are slim. (NOTE: slimmer - 
slimmest) ■ verb to diet in order to become 
thin O She started slimming before her sum¬ 
mer holidays. (NOTE: slimming - slimmed) 
slime /slaim/ noun a slippery substance, 
which covers surfaces 

slimmer /'slimo/ noun a person who is try¬ 
ing to lose weight 

slimming /'slimig/ noun the process of 
trying to lose weight, especially by eating 
less ■ adj 1. intended to help with losing 
weight O a slimming guide 2. making some¬ 
one look slimmer O That dress is very 
slimming. 

slimy /'slaimi/ adj 1. unpleasantly slippery 
O Watch out, the rocks are slimy. O What’s 
this slimy mess at the bottom of the fridge? 2. 
unpleasant, not to be trusted O I wouldn ’t 
trust him an inch, he’s a particularly slimy 
individual. (NOTE: slimier - slimiest) 
sling /slip/ noun 1 . a triangular bandage at¬ 
tached round your neck, used to support an 
injured arm and prevent it from moving O 
He’s going around with his arm in a sling. 2. 
an apparatus made of ropes and pulleys for 
lifting and carrying goods O They arranged a 
sling to lift the piano into the upstairs flat. 3. 
a type of leather loop, used for throwing 
stones O David threw a stone with his sling, 
and killed Goliath. ■ verb 1. to throw o Lit¬ 
tle boys were slinging snowballs at passing 
cars. O He slung his briefcase into the back 
of the car. 2. to hang something up or to 
throw something into a place where it hangs 
O They slung the electric cable between the 
posts. O She slung her bag over her shoulder. 
O He slung his jacket over the back of his 
chair. (NOTE: slinging - slung /sIaq/) 
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slink /slirjk/ verb to creep about in order to 
avoid being noticed (NOTE: slinking - slunk 
/slArjk/) 

<D slip /slip/ noun 1. a mistake o He made a 
couple of slips in adding up the bill. □ a slip 
of the tongue a mistake in speaking 2. a 
small piece of paper O As she opened the 
book a small slip of paper fell out. O He 
handed her the green slip with the reference 
number on it. 3. a small person O She was 
just a slip of a girl. 4. women’s underwear 
like a thin dress or skirt, worn under other 
clothes O She bought a black slip. 5. □ to 
give someone the slip to escape from some¬ 
one O Somehow the escaped prisoners man¬ 
aged to give the police the slip. ■ verb 1. to 
slide and fall by mistake O He slipped and 
dropped all his shopping. O He was using the 
electric saw when it hit something hard and 
slipped. 2. to slide out of something which is 
holding you tight O The dog slipped its lead 
and ran away. 3. to push something without 
being seen O The postman slipped the letters 
through the letter box. O He slipped the keys 
into his pocket. 4. to go down to a lower level 
O Profits slipped badly last year. O The 
pound slipped on the foreign exchanges. 5. to 
go quickly O I’ll just slip down to the post of¬ 
fice with this letter. (NOTE: slipping - 
slipped) 

slip into /.slip 'intu/ verb to put on clothes 
quickly 

slip on /'slip Dn/ verb 1. to slip because 
you step on something O He slipped on the 
wet leaves and broke his ankle. 2. to put 
clothes on quickly O She slipped on her 
dressing gown and ran into the street. 
slip-on /'slip Dn/ adj, noun a shoe which 
can be put on easily, and has no laces 
slipped disc /slipt 'disk/ noun a painful 
state where one of the discs in the spine has 
moved out of place 

slipper /'slips/ noun a soft indoor shoe 
slippery /'slip(s)ri/ adj so smooth that one 
can easily slip and fall 

slippery slope /'slipsri slsup/ noun a 
dangerous situation that can get very bad if it 
is not stopped 

slip road /'slip rsud/ noun a small road 
which leads to or from a motorway 
slipshod /'slipjbd/ adj badly done, 
careless 

slip up /.slip 'Ap/ verb to make a silly mis¬ 
take ( informal ) 

slip-up /'slip Ap/ noun a silly mistake (in¬ 
formal) Synonym blunder (NOTE: The plural 

is slip-ups.) 

slipway /'slipwei/ noun a smooth slope on 
which ships are built or repaired 
slit /slit/ noun a long cut or narrow opening 
O She peeped through a slit in the curtains. ■ 


verb to cut a slit o He slit open the envelope 
with a kitchen knife. O They robbed him of all 
his money and then slit his throat. (NOTE: 

slitting - slit) 

slither /'slids/ verb 1 . to slide about in vari¬ 
ous directions O Cars were slithering all over 
the place on the icy streets. 2. to move over a 
surface like a snake O He slithered under a 
bush to hide. 

sliver /'slivs/ noun a long thin piece 
slob /slob/ noun a lazy, dirty person ( insult ) 
slobber /'slobs/ verb to let saliva come out 
of your moouth 

slog /stag/ noun a difficult job o Building 
the wall was quite a slog. O It’s a hard slog 
from here to the top of the mountain. ■ verb 
to walk with difficulty O They had to slog 
through miles of jungle to get to the temple 
slogan /'slsugsn/ noun a phrase which is 
easy to remember and is used in publicity, 
e.g. for a product or for a political party 
slog at /'slsug aet/, slog away at /.sbug 
s'wei ast/ verb to work hard at something 
difficult O He slogged away at his Latin and 
passed the exam. 

slop /slop/ verb (of liquid) to spill (NOTE: 

slopping - slopped) 

(D Slope /slsup/ noun 1. a slanting surface 
or slanting piece of ground O The land rises 
in a gentle slope to the church. O They 
stopped halfway down the slope. 2. the angle 
at which something slopes O The hill has a 
slope of 1 in 10, so put the car in low gear. ■ 
verb to slant upwards or downwards o The 
path slopes upwards. Synonym incline 
sloping /'slsupig/ adj which slopes 
Sloppy /'slDpi/ adj 1. untidy O He’s such a 
sloppy eater, he’s made a mess all over his 
pullover. 2. loose and untidy O She was 
wearing a sloppy jumper. 3. badly done O 
They said her work was sloppy and had to be 
done again. 4. stupidly sentimental O She’s a 
sloppy old dog, she’s no good at guarding. O 
What a sloppy film! (NOTE: sloppier - 
sloppiest) 

slosh /sIdJ/ verb 1. to splash o We sloshed 
through the mud to get to the cottage. 2. to 
hit someone or something (informal) o She 
suddenly sloshed him with her umbrella. 
slot /slot/ noun 1. a long thin hole o A coin 
has got stuck in the slot of the parking meter. 
O Put the system disk into the slot on the 
front of your computer. 2. a set time available 
for doing something O The airline has asked 
for more takeoff and landing slots at the air¬ 
port. ■ verb □ to slot into to fit into a slot o 
The car radio slots easily into the dashboard. 
sloth /slsu0/ noun 1. laziness 2. a South 
American mammal, similar to a bear, which 
moves very slowly 


slot machine 
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slot machine /'slot mojiin/ noun 1 . a 
machine for gambling 2. a machine which 
provides something such as drinks, food or 
cigarettes when you put a coin into a slot 
slouch /slautj/ verb to stand or to sit in a 
bad position, with bent shoulders □ to slouch 
along to walk bending forwards 
slough /slau/ noun a marshy place ( liter¬ 
ary ) O The guns were bogged down in the 
slough of the battlefield. ■ verb (of a snake) 
to lose its skin O A snake sloughs its skin 
each year. 

slovenly /'slAv(o)nli/ adj untidy and dirty 
( offensive) Synonym careless 
3) slow /slou/ adj 1. needing a long time to 
do something O Luckily, the car was only go¬ 
ing at a slow speed, o She is the slowest 
walker of the group. O The company is very 
slow at answering my letters. O Sales got off 
to a slow start but picked up later. 2. show¬ 
ing a time which is earlier than the right time 
O The office clock is four minutes slow. 3. not 
quick to learn O He’s the slowest in the class, 
so he gets extra tuition. □ to be slow on the 
uptake not to understand something quickly 
( informal) u verb to go slowly o The proces¬ 
sion slowed as it reached the cathedral. ■ 
adv not fast □ to go slow (of workers) to pro¬ 
test by working slowly or driving slowly O 
They are threatening to go slow if their de¬ 
mands are not met. 

slowcoach /'sloukoutj/ noun a person 
who is slower than the others (informal) 
(NOTE: The US term is slowpoke.) 

® slow down /,sl9u 'daun/ verb 1. to go 
more slowly O The van had to slow down as 
it came to the traffic lights. O Please slow 
down, I can’t keep up with you. 2. to make 
something go more slowly O The snow 
slowed the traffic down on the motorway. 3. 
to work less hard O You should slow down a 
bit-you ’re doing too much. 
slowdown /'sloudaun/ noun a slowing 
down of business activity 
(D slowly /'slouli/ adv at a slow speed o 
Luckily, the car was going very slowly when 
it hit the fence. O The group walked slowly 
round the exhibition. O Speak more slowly so 
that everyone can understand. Antonym 
quickly O slowly but surely gradually 
slow motion /slou 'ni9uf(3)n/ noun 
showing a film at a slower speed than it was 
filmed at, so that the action seems to have 
slowed down 

sludge /slAd 3 / noun 1. soft muddy material 
in a liquid O There’s some black sludge at the 
bottom of the petrol tank. 2. the thick soft 
part of sewage 

slug /sL\g/ noun 1. a common garden ani¬ 
mal like a snail with no shell O Slugs have 
eaten all my lettuces. 2. a small bullet (infor¬ 
mal) O A slug from the rifle hit the wall 


sly 

above my head. ■ verb to hit someone a 
heavy blow with your fist (informal) o He 
slugged her and she fell to the ground. 

(NOTE: slugging - slugged) 

sluggish /'sLvgijy adj 1. reacting slowly 2. 
slow-moving O a sluggish stream. Antonym 

fast-flowing 

sluice /sluis/ noun a gate which closes a 
channel for water, especially through a dam 
O They opened the sluices to release the wa¬ 
ter behind the dam. ■ verb to wash some¬ 
thing with lots of water O You’ll have to 
sluice out the pig sty. O She sluiced the dirty 
bucket under the tap. 

slum /sL\m/ noun a crowded, dirty district 
inside a large town. } shanty town 
slumber /'sUmbo/ (literary) noun sleep o 
His peaceful slumbers were rudely disturbed 
by the telephone. ■ verb to sleep o The three 
little children were slumbering peacefully in 
their beds. 

slump /slAmp/ noun 1. a rapid fall o There 
has been a slump in sales. 2. a period of eco¬ 
nomic collapse with high unemployment and 
loss of trade O Economists argued about the 
reasons for the slump. □ the Slump the 
world economic crisis of 1929-33 ■ verb 1. 
to lose value fast or reduce suddenly o The 
pound slumped on the foreign exchange mar¬ 
kets. 2. to sit or lie down clumsily or heavily 
O He sat slumped on a chair doing his home¬ 
work. O At the end of the day, she just 
slumped down onto the sofa. 
slung /sLvr)/ i> sling 

slur /sl3:/ noun 1. an insult o The report 
cast a slur on his integrity. 2. (in music) the 
action of running several musical notes to¬ 
gether 3. a mark on a musical score to show 
that notes should run into each other ■ verb 
1. to speak words indistinctly O You could 
tell he had been taking drugs by the way he 
slurred his words. 2. (in music) to play sev¬ 
eral notes without a break between them o 
The series of notes should be slurred here. 
(NOTE: slurring - slurred) 
slurp /sl3ip/ verb to drink and make a noise 
slush /sIaJ/ noun 1. melting snow O The 
snow has started to melt and the roads are 
covered with slush. 2. sentimental writing 
(informal) o Her latest novel is just slush. 
(NOTE: no plural) 

slush fund /'sIaJ fAnd/ noun money kept 
secretly to give to people as bribes, to per¬ 
suade them to do what you want 
slushy /'sLvfi/ adj 1. covered with melting 
snow O The path is slushy and slippery. 2. 
very sentimental (informal) o She sits on the 
sofa all day reading slushy novels. 
sly /slai/ adj cunning and slightly dishonest 
□ on the sly without anyone knowing O She 
transferred all the money to her Swiss ac¬ 
count on the sly. 
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slyly /'slaili/ adv in a sly way 
smack /smask/ noun 1. an act of hitting 
someone, especially a child, with your hand 
flat o If you pull the cat’s tail you’ll get a 
smack. 2. a loud kiss ( informal) ■ verb 1. to 
hit someone with your hand flat O She 
smacked the little girl for being rude. 2. to 
put something down noisily O She smacked 
the report down on the table and walked out 
of the room. □ to smack your lips to make a 
loud noise with your lips to show you are 
hungry or would like to have something O 
She smacked her lips as he mentioned des¬ 
sert. 3. to show signs of something o The 
whole affair smacks of fraud. ■ adv straight, 
directly O The bus ran smack into a tree. 

® small /smoil/ adj 1. little o Small cars 
are more economical than large ones. O The 
house is too big for us, so we ’re selling it and 
buying a smaller one. O She only paid a 
small amount for that clock. O The guidebook 
isn’t small enough to carry in your pocket. O 
These trousers are already too small for him. 
2. young O Fireworks can frighten small 
children. 3. □ a small fortune a lot of money 
O Those shoes cost me a small fortune. O She 
earns a small fortune selling postcards. 
(NOTE: smaller - smallest) ■ noun □ the 
small of the back the middle part of the back 
below and between the shoulder blades O 
Something is tickling me in the small of my 
back. 

small business /smoil 'biznis/ noun a 
little company with a low turnover and few 
employees 

small businessman /smoil 'bizmsmaen/ 
noun a man who runs a small business 
small change /smoil 'tjeind 3 / noun 
coins, especially ones with a low value 
small fry /'smoil frai/ noun unimportant 
people ( informal) 

smallholder /'smoilhouldo/ noun a per¬ 
son who owns a smallholding 
smallholding /'smoilhouldir)/ noun a 
small farm, under 20 hectares in area, usually 
run as a family business 
small hours /smoil 'auoz/ plural noun 
early in the morning 

small intestine /smoil in'testin/ noun 
the top section of the intestines, leading 
down from the stomach 
smallpox /'smoilpDks/ noun formerly a 
very serious, usually fatal, contagious dis¬ 
ease, with a severe rash which leaves many 
small scars on the skin 

small print /'smoil print/ noun words 
printed in very small size, such as the condi¬ 
tions on the back of a contract 
small-scale /'smoil skeil/ adj working in 
a small way, with few staff and not much 
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money □ a small-scale enterprise a small 
business. Compare large-scale 
small screen /smoil 'skriin/ noun televi¬ 
sion, as opposed to cinema ( informal ) 
small talk /'smoil toik/ noun informal 
conversation 

small-time /'smoil taim/ adj not very im¬ 
portant and not very successful 
smarmy /'smaimi/ adj polite but not sin¬ 
cere ( informal) 

(D smart /smait/ adj 1. well-dressed or ele¬ 
gant O A smart young man asked me if he 
could use my mobile phone. O He looked very 
smart in his uniform. 2. clever O It was smart 
of her to note the car’s number plate. O He’s 
the smartest of the three brothers. 3. (of a 
blow) sharp O She gave a smart knock on the 
door. 4. rapid O The horse set off at a smart 
pace. □ look smart! hurry up! ( informal) m 
verb to hurt with a burning feeling o The 
place where I burnt my hand is still smarting. 
■ noun a sharp pain from a blow O He re¬ 
membered the smart of the slap on his cheek. 
smart card /'smait kaid/ noun a credit 
card with a microchip, used for withdrawing 
money from cash machines or buying things 
smarten up /,smait(o)n 'Ap/ verb to make 
someone or something look tidier or more at- 
tractiven to smarten yourself up to make 
yourself look smarter O You ’d better smarten 
yourself up for the interview. 
smartly /'smaitli/ adv 1. in a smart way o 
a smartly dressed young man O He dresses 
very smartly. 2. with a sharp blow O She 
knocked smartly on the door and went in. 
smash /smaeJV verb 1. to break into pieces 
O He dropped the plate and it smashed to 
pieces. 2. to break something to pieces O 
Demonstrators smashed the windows of po¬ 
lice cars. 3. to break a record, to do better 
than a record O She smashed the world re¬ 
cord. O Six records were smashed at the 
Olympics. 4. to go violently O The train 
smashed into the car. O The crowd smashed 
through the railings. 5. (in games like ten¬ 
nis) to play a fast stroke, sending the ball 
down to the ground (NOTE: smashing - 
smashed) ■ noun 1 . the sound of something 
breaking into pieces O We could hear the 
smash of crockery from the restaurant. 2. a 
bad accident O Six people are feared killed in 
the train smash. 3. (in games like tennis) a 
fast stroke, sending the ball down to the 
ground 

smash hit /smasj 'hit/ noun a play, film or 
song which is very popular 
smashing /'smsejir)/ adj very good, fan¬ 
tastic (dated informal) Synonym wonderful. 
Antonym dreadful 

smash up /,sma2f 'Ap/ verb to break ev¬ 
erything in a place. Synonym wreck 
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smattering 

smattering /'smaet(3)rig/ noun a small 
amount 

smear /smio/ noun 1 . a dirty mark o 
Waiter, there’s a lipstick smear on this cup! 
2. a small amount of something put on glass 
for examining under a microscope 3. words 
about someone which are not true but which 
are meant to hann his or her reputation O The 
report about my wife was just a dirty smear. 
■ verb 1. to spread something roughly over a 
surface O She smeared glue all over the piece 
of wood or she smeared the piece of wood 
with glue. O How did your shirt get smeared 
with paint? 2. to make dirty marks O He 
smeared the kitchen table with his dirty fin¬ 
gers. 3. to hurt someone’s reputation by say¬ 
ing things which are not true O The report 
was just an attempt to smear her. 
smear campaign /'smio ksem.pein/ 
noun a campaign to discredit someone by 
spreading gossip about his or her private life 
smear test /'smio test/ noun a test for 
cancer of the passage leading to a woman's 
womb 

(D smell /smel/ noun 1. one of the five 
senses, which you can feel through your nose 
O Animals have a better sense of smell than 
humans. O These dogs have a very keen sense 
of smell and can sniff out even a minute 
quantity of drugs. 2. something which you 
can sense with your nose O I love the smell of 
coffee coming from the restaurant. O He 
can’t stand the smell of fried onions. O 
There’s a smell of burning or there’s a burn¬ 
ing smell coming from the kitchen. O She no¬ 
ticed a smell of gas downstairs. 3. an 
unpleasant thing which you can sense with 
your nose O There’s a smell or a funny smell 
or a nasty smell in the shed. ■ verb 1. to no¬ 
tice the smell of something O Can you smell 
gas? O Wild animals can smell humans. O 
My nose is blocked - I can’t smell anything. 
□ to smell a rat to suspect that something 
wrong is happening ( informal ) o Why is he 
so generous all of a sudden? -1 smell a rat! 
2. to make a smell O I don’t like cheese 
which smells too strong. O What’s for din¬ 
ner? - it smells very good! O There’s some¬ 
thing which smells funny in the bathroom. O 
It smelt of gas in the kitchen. 3. to bring your 
nose close to something to smell it O She 
bent down to smell the snowdrops. (NOTE: 
smelling - smelled or smelt /smelt/) 
smelly /'smeli/ adj which has a nasty smell. 
Antonym fragrant (NOTE: smellier - 
smelliest) 

smelt /smelt/ 1 > smell 
(D smile /small/ noun a way of showing that 
you are pleased, by turning your mouth up at 
the comers O The dentist gave me a friendly 
smile. O She had a big smile as she told them 
the good news. Antonym frown ■ verb to 
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show that you are pleased by turning your 
mouth up at the comers O That girl has just 
smiled at me. O Everyone smile please — I’m 
taking a picture! 

smiley face /'smaili (feis)/ noun a round 
face with a smile produced as a computer 
icon or as a sequence of characters, e.g. :-) 
means happy 

smirk /sm3:k/ noun an unpleasant smile, 
showing that you think you are better than 
someone else O He brought his winning lot¬ 
tery ticket to the office and showed it to her 
with a smirk. ■ verb to give a smirk o She 
smirked as the other girls all heard they’d 
lost their jobs. 

smock /smDk/ noun a long loose overall 
worn over clothes to protect them 
smog /smog/ noun pollution of the atmo¬ 
sphere in towns, caused by warm damp air 
combined with waste gases from cars 
® smoke /smouk/ noun 1. a white, grey or 
black product formed of small particles, 
given off by something that is burning O The 
restaurant was full of cigarette smoke. O 
Clouds of smoke were pouring out of the up¬ 
stairs windows. O Two people died from in¬ 
haling toxic smoke. O Smoke detectors are 
fitted in all the rooms. 2. the time when you 
are smoking a cigarette O Cigarettes aren’t 
allowed in the office, so everyone goes out¬ 
side for a quick smoke. O I’m dying for a 
smoke! ■ verb 1. to give off smoke O Two 
days after the fire, the ruins of the factory 
were still smoking. □ the chimney smokes 
the fire sends smoke into the room instead of 
taking it up the chimney 2. to breathe in 
smoke from your cigarette, cigar or pipe O 
Everyone was smoking even though the signs 
said ‘no smoking’. O She doesn’t smoke 
much. O You shouldn’t smoke if you want to 
play football. O I’ve never seen her smoking 
a cigar before. □ he smokes like a chimney 
he smokes a lot of cigarettes 3. to preserve 
food such as meat, fish, bacon or cheese by 
hanging it in the smoke from a fire O a fac¬ 
tory where they smoke fish O to go up in 
smoke 1 . to be burnt o His entire art collec¬ 
tion went up in smoke in the fire. 2. to fail, 
not to work O All her plans for buying a big¬ 
ger house have gone up in smoke. 
smoker /'smouko/ noun a person who 
smokes □ he’s a heavy smoker he smokes a 
lot of cigarettes O He was a heavy smoker all 
his life. 

smokescreen /'smouk.skriin/ noun 
something said or done to mislead somebody 
@ smoking /'smoukir)/ noun the action of 
smoking cigarettes, cigars or a pipe □ ‘no 
smoking’ do not smoke here O I always sit in 
the ‘no smoking’ part of the restaurant. 
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smoky /'smouki/ adj 1. full of smoke o a 
smoky bar 2. of the colour of smoke O The 
car windows are smoky grey. 
d> smooth /smuid/ adj 1. with no bumps, 
with no uneven surface O The smooth surface 
of a polished table. O The baby’s skin is very 
smooth. O Velvet has a smooth side and a 
rough side. Antonym rough 2. with no jolts 
or sudden movements O Dirt in the fuel tank 
can disrupt the smooth running of the engine. 
O We had a very smooth ride. 3. too polite 
and attentive, in a way that makes you dis¬ 
trust someone (NOTE: smoother - smooth¬ 
est) ■ verb 1. to make something smooth 
with a tool or with your hand O The edge of 
the table needs smoothing, it’s still quite 
rough. O She smoothed the sheets and ad¬ 
justed the pillows. □ to smooth the way for 
someone or something to make things easy 
for someone or something O The retiring 
president cut taxes to smooth the way for his 
successor. □ to smooth things over to settle 
an argument O After the quarrel, I called 
round at her house to try and smooth things 
over. 2. to spread something gently over a 
surface O Smooth the lotion over your face 
and let it dry. 

smoothie /'smuidi/ noun 1. a charming 
man who is good at persuading people to do 
what he wants 2. a drink made with milk, 
fruit, yoghurt or ice cream 
smoothly /'smuidli/ adv in a smooth way. 
Synonym easily 

smother /'smAdo/ verb 1. to kill someone 
by stopping them from breathing O They took 
the kittens and smothered them. O Never put 
a pillow over someone’s face - you may 
smother them ! 2. to cover something com¬ 
pletely O a chocolate cake simply smothered 
in cream O The firemen put out the fire by 
smothering it with foam. □ to smother some¬ 
one with affection or love to show too much 
love towards someone, especially your chil¬ 
dren O As a child he was brought up by his 
aunts, who smothered him with affection. 3. 
□ to smother a yawn to hide the fact that 
you are yawning, so that people will not 
think you are bored 

smoulder /'smouldo/ verb 1. to bum 
slowly O The incense sticks smouldered in 
the entrance to the temple. 2. (of emotion) to 
be strong but hidden □ to be smouldering 
with rage to be extremely angry but try not 
to show it (NOTE: [all senses] The US spell¬ 
ing is smolder.) 

SMS noun a system for sending text mes¬ 
sages between mobile phones 
smudge /smAd 3 / noun a dirty mark o 
There is a smudge on the top corner of the 
photograph. O He had a smudge of lipstick 
on his cheek. ■ verb to make a dirty mark, 
such as by rubbing ink which is not dry O 
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Don’t touch the artwork until it’s dry, other¬ 
wise you ’ll smudge it. 

smug /smAg/ adj satisfied with yourself 
(NOTE: smugger - smuggest) 

smuggle /'smAg(3)l/ verb 1. to take goods 
into a country without declaring them to cus¬ 
toms O They tried to smuggle cigarettes into 
the country. O We had to smuggle the spare 
parts over the border. 2. to take something 
into or out of a place illegally O The knives 
were smuggled into the prison by a someone 
visiting a prisoner. O We ’ll never know how 
they smuggled the letter out. 
smuggler /'smAglo/ noun a person who 
smuggles 

smuggling /'smAglir)/ noun taking goods 
illegally into a country 
smugly /'smAgii/ adv in a smug way 
smut /smAt/ noun 1. a small piece of black 
dirt O She hung the sheets out to dry and they 
got covered with smuts. O I got a smut in my 
eye from standing close to the bonfire. 2 . sto¬ 
ries about sex, considered as unpleasant o 
The newspaper seems to be full of smut these 
days. (NOTE: no plural in this meaning) 3. a 
disease of plants, which covers the plants 
with black spots O You need to spray the 
wheat against smut. (NOTE: no plural in this 
meaning) 

smutty /'smAti/ adj referring unpleasantly 
to sex (NOTE: smuttier - smuttiest) 

(D snack /snaek/ noun a light meal, a small 
amount of food O We didn’t have time to stop 
for a proper lunch, so we just had a snack on 
the motorway. ■ verb to eat a snack o She 
never eats proper meals, she just snacks all 
the time. 

(D snack bar /'snask ba:/ noun a small 
simple restaurant where you can have a light 
meal 

snag /snaeg/ noun 1. a little problem, a 
thing which prevents you from doing some¬ 
thing O We’ve run into a snag: there are no 
flights to the island on Sundays. O The only 
snag is that he’s not a very good driver. 2 . a 
place where a piece of clothing has been 
caught on a sharp point O There’s a snag in 
your jumper. 3. a sharp point sticking out of 
something O She tore her coat on a snag in 
the fence. ■ verb to catch and tear your 
clothes on a sharp point O She snagged her 
coat getting through the hedge. (NOTE: 
snagging - snagged) 
snail /sneil/ noun a common small animal 
that has a spiral-shaped shell on its back and 
moves very slowly □ at a snail’s pace ex¬ 
tremely slowly O Negotiations over the sale 
of the flat have been progressing at a snail’s 
pace. 

snail mail /'sneil meil/ noun mail sent us¬ 
ing the postal system, rather than being sent 
electronically as email 


809 


snake 


810 


snicker 


(D snake /sneik/ noun a long thin animal 
which has no legs and moves along the 
ground by wriggling O Is this snake safe to 
handle? ■ verb to bend and twist o The 
Great Wall of China snakes over the 
mountains. 

snakes and ladders /.sneiks on 'laedoz/ 
noun a children’s board game, played with 
dice, in which landing on a ladder moves you 
forward and landing on a snake moves you 
back 

<D snap /snaep/ noun 1. a photograph taken 
quickly without special equipment ( informal) 
O She showed me an old black-and-white 
snap of the house. O He took a lot of snaps of 
his children. 2. a card game where you shout 
‘snap’ if two similar cards are played at the 
same time O Do you want a game of snap? O 
They played snap all afternoon. ■ adj sudden 
O They carried out a snap check or a snap in¬ 
spection of the passengers’ luggage. O The 
government called a snap election. ■ verb 1. 
to break sharply with a dry noise O The 
branches snapped as he walked through the 
wood. 2. to move or be moved with a sudden 
sharp noise □ to snap your fingers to make a 
clicking noise with your middle finger and 
thumb O They sat snapping their fingers in 
time to the music. □ to snap into place to 
make a click when fitting together O Push 
gently on the surface until it snaps into place. 
□ to snap out of it to stop being depressed 
( informal ) o He told her to snap out of it. 3. 
to say something in a sharp angry tone O He 
was tired and irritable, and snapped at the 
children. O The manager snapped at the shop 
assistant, but it wasn’t her fault. 
snap decision /snaep di'si3(9)n/ noun a 
decision taken hurriedly 
snap fastener /'snaep ,fa:s(9)no/ noun a 
little metal fastener for clothes, in two parts 
which you press to attach together. Also 
called popper, press stud 
snappy /'snaepi/ adj 1. sharp and fashion¬ 
able ( dated informal) o She’s wearing a very 
snappy outfit. 2. □ make it snappy!, look 
snappy! do it quickly! ( informal ) o Make it 
snappy, there’s a policeman coming! 3. irri¬ 
table, short-tempered O He tends to be 
snappy towards the end of the day. (NOTE: 
snappier - snappiest) 
snapshot /'snaepJnt/ noun a photograph 
taken quickly without special equipment 
snap up /,snaep '\pl verb to buy quickly 
snare /sneo/ noun 1. a trap for catching an¬ 
imals made with a loop of wire which is 
pulled tight O He caught a rabbit in the 
snare. 2. a trap O His offer of a well-paid job 
in Luxembourg was just a snare. ■ verb to 
catch with a snare O We snared three rabbits. 
snarl /snail/ noun 1. an angry growl o As 
she opened the door of the cage she heard a 


snarl. 2. a tangle or knot O Her hair is so full 
of snarls that it is difficult to comb. ■ verb 1 . 
to growl angrily O The leopard snarled as he 
approached its cage. O ‘Take your money, 
and get out’ he snarled. 2. snarl, snarl up to 
make something tangled O He managed to 
snarl up all the computer cables. 3. snarl, 
snarl up to block something, especially 
trafficO The traffic was snarled up from 
Hyde Park Corner to Marble Arch. 
snarl-up /'snail Ap/ noun a complicated 
traffic jam 

snatch /snzetJV verb to grab something rap¬ 
idly O He came beside her on his bike and 
snatched her handbag. O I didn ’t have time 
for a proper meal, but I snatched a sandwich. 
O She snatched a few hours’ sleep in the 
transit lounge. ■ noun a little piece of some¬ 
thing heard O In the evening, I heard 
snatches of song from across the lake. (NOTE: 
The plural is snatches.) 
sneak /sniik/ verb 1. to go quietly without 
being seen O She sneaked into the room. O 
The burglar sneaked up to the house, hidden 
by the trees. □ to sneak up on someone to 
creep up behind someone without being no¬ 
ticed 2. to tell an adult that another child has 
done something wrong ( informal) O He 
promised not to sneak on me to my mum. ■ 
noun a person who tells an adult what an¬ 
other child has done ( informal ) o You prom¬ 
ised not to say anything, you little sneak! 
Synonym informer 

sneakers /'sniikoz/ plural noun US soft 
sports shoes with rubber soles O She came to 
work in sneakers. 

sneaking /'sniikir)/ adj secret and not very 
certain 

sneaky /'sniiki/ adj deceitful and secret. 
Synonym sly 

sneer /snio/ noun a sarcastic, unpleasant 
smile O He held the whip in his hand and 
looked at her with a sneer. ■ verb to give 
someone a sarcastic smile or to speak in a 
contemptuous way O He sneered at her at¬ 
tempts to speak French. O You shouldn’t 
sneer at her clothes — they ’re by the best de¬ 
signers and are very expensive. 
sneeze /sniiz/ noun a reflex action to blow 
air suddenly out through your mouth and 
nose because of an irritation inside your nose 
O Coughs and sneezes spread diseases. ■ 
verb to make a sneeze o The smell of roses 
makes me sneeze. O He has hayfever and 
can’t stop sneezing. □ it’s not to be sneezed 
at you should not refuse it ( informal ) o It’s a 
good offer and not to be sneezed at. 
snicker /'smko/ noun a quiet unpleasant 
laugh O I heard a little snicker behind my 
back. ■ verb to laugh quietly in an unpleas¬ 
ant way O They snickered as the teacher 
came into the room. 
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snide /snaid/ adj unkind, often in a clever 
or indirect way 

sniff /snif/ noun the act of breathing in air 
through your nose O The dog gave a sniff at 
the plate before licking it. O He gave a little 
sniff and walked out of the shop. ■ verb 1. to 
breathe in air through your nose O He sniffed 
and said 7 can smell fish and chips ’. O The 
customs inspection is very strict, a dog is 
taken round to sniff (at) each bag and suit¬ 
case. □ it’s not to be sniffed at you should 
not refuse it ( informal) o A free ticket with 
Air Canada is not to be sniffed at. □ to sniff 
something out to discover something by 
smelling O The dogs sniffed out drugs hidden 
in her bag. 2. to breathe in air through your 
nose when you have a cold O He's coughing 
and sniffing and should be in bed. 3. to 
breathe in vapour from solvent or glue O The 
police caught them sniffing glue. 
sniffer dog /'smfo dog/ noun a dog which 
has been trained to smell things such as drugs 
sniffle /'snif(9)l/ noun a noise made when 
you keep on sniffing, especially when you 
have a cold or have been crying O You could 
hear the sniffles from the girls at the back of 
the room. Synonym snuffle □ to have the 
sniffles to have a slight cold ■ verb to keep 
on sniffing because of a cold, or because you 
want to cry O He was sniffling and sneezing, 
and in the end I told him to go home early. O 
Stop sniffling! Blow your nose! Synonym 
snuffle 

snigger /'smgo/ noun a quiet unpleasant 
laugh O I heard a little snigger behind my 
back. ■ verb to laugh quietly in an unpleas¬ 
ant way O They sniggered as the teacher 
came into the room. □ to snigger at some¬ 
thing to laugh unpleasantly at something O 
What are you sniggering at? 
snip /snip/ noun a bargain, something much 
cheaper than usual ( informal ) o They are a 
snip at £50. ■ verb to cut something quickly 
with scissors O She snipped two inches off 
the hem of the dress. (NOTE: snipping - 
snipped) 

snipe /snaip/ verb 1. to shoot at someone 
from a hiding place O Gunmen sniped at the 
soldiers from the rooftops. 2. to criticise 
someone continuously O The MPs kept snip¬ 
ing at the minister. ■ noun a large marsh bird 
with a long beak O We saw several snipe on 
the marshes. (NOTE: no plural) 
sniper /'snaipo/ noun a hidden soldier who 
shoots at the enemy 

sniper fire /'snaipo faio/ noun gunfire 
from snipers 

snippet /'snipit/ noun a little bit of 
information 

snivel /'sniv(9)l/ verb to cry or complain in 
an annoying way 


snotty 

snob /snob/ noun 1. a person who likes 
people who are of a higher social class than 
himself or herself O Don’t ask him to your 
party, he’s such a snob. 2. a person who 
thinks he or she knows much more about a 
particular thing or is better-educated than 
other people O an art snob O an intellectual 
snob 

snobbery /'snDbori/ noun the behaviour of 
being a snob 

snobbish /'snobij/ adj referring to a snob 
snog /snog/ verb to kiss and hug someone 
{slang) 

snooker /'snuiko/ noun a game for two 
players, similar to billiards, played on a table 
with twenty-two balls of different colours 
snooker table /'snuiko ,teib(o)l/ noun a 
table on which snooker is played 
snoop /snuip/ verb to investigate some¬ 
thing or someone secretly {informal) 
snooze /snuiz/ {informal) noun a short 
sleep O I had a little snooze after lunch. Syn¬ 
onym doze ■ verb to sleep lightly for a short 
time O The dog was snoozing on the rug in 
front of the fire. Synonym doze 
snore /snoi/ noun a loud noise produced in 
the nose and throat when asleep O His snores 
kept her awake. ■ verb to make a snore o / 
can’t get to sleep because my husband 
snores. 

snoring /'snoirir)/ noun the action of 
snoring 

snorkel /'sno:k(o)l/ noun a tube which al¬ 
lows an underwater swimmer to breathe in 
air O She could still see Brian’s snorkel on 
the surface of the water. ■ verb to swim with 
a snorkel O The water isn’t clear so we can’t 
snorkel here. 

snorkelling /'snoiklirj/ noun swimming 
with a snorkel □ to go snorkelling to go 
swimming with a snorkel for pleasure (NOTE: 
The US spelling is snorkeling.) 
snort /snoit/ noun 1 . a noise made when 
you blow air through your nose O The horse 
gave a snort and reared up on its hind legs. O 
Judging by the snorts coming from the be¬ 
hind the newspaper, I think he has found 
something he doesn’t agree with. 2. an 
amount of a powdered drug such as cocaine 
which you breathe through the nose O They 
had a snort or two during the evening. ■ 
verb 1. to make a loud noise blowing air out 
through the nose O The horses snorted and 
pawed the ground. 2. to take a powdered 
drug such as cocaine by breathing it in 
through the nose O She has been snorting co¬ 
caine for some years. 

snot /snot/ noun mucus in the nose {offen¬ 
sive informal) 

snotty /'snoti/ adj 1 . covered with mucus 
{offensive informal) 2. looking down on oth- 
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ers who you think are inferior ( informal) o 
Don’t be so snotty! I know how to do it, just 
as much as you do! 

snout /snaut/ noun the nose and mouth of 
some animals such as pigs □ to have your 
snout in the trough to get rich on govern¬ 
ment money ( informal ) o All these officials 
have their snouts in the trough. 

(D snow /snou/ noun water which falls as 
light white flakes of ice crystals in cold 
weather O Two metres of snow fell during the 
night. O The highest mountains are always 
covered with snow. O Children were out 
playing in the snow. O We went for a skiing 
holiday and there was hardly any snow. ■ 
verb to fall as snow o Look - it’s started to 
snow! O It snowed all day, and the streets 
were blocked. O It hardly ever snows here in 
March. (NOTE: The verb snow is always 
used with the subject it.) 
snowball /'snouboil/ noun a ball made 
with snow O They were throwing snowballs 
at passing cars. O I tried to make a snowball 
but the snow was too dry. ■ verb to get 
steadily bigger o The protests started slowly 
and then snowballed into mass 
demonstrations. 

snowboarding /'snouboidig/ noun the 
sport of sliding down a snow-covered slope 
while standing on a board with both feet 
snowbound /'snoubaund/ adj unable to 
go out or to travel because of snow. Syn¬ 
onym snowed in, snowed up 
snowcapped /'snoukzept/ adj with the 
top covered with snow 
snowdrift /'snoudrift/ noun snow which 
has been blown into a heap by the wind 
snowdrop /'snoudrop/ noun a bulb with 
little white bell-shaped flowers in the early 
spring 

snowed in /,snoud 'in/ adj blocked by 
snow and unable to travel 
snowed under /.snoud 'Ando/ adj 
overwhelmed 

snowed up /.snoud 'Ap/ adj blocked by 
snow, so that you cannot travel 
snowfall /'snoufoil/ noun the amount of 
snow which has fallen 

snowflake /'snoufleik/ noun a small piece 
of snow formed of a number of ice crystals 
snowman /'snoumasn/ noun a model of a 
man made of snow (NOTE: The plural is 

snowmen.) 

snowmobile /'snoumobiil/ noun a vehicle 
specially designed for driving on snow 
snowplough /'snouplau/ noun a heavy 
vehicle with a plough on the front used to 
clear snow off roads and railway tracks 
(NOTE: The US spelling is snowplow.) 
snowshoes /'snoujuiz/ plural noun two 
frames shaped like tennis rackets with a light 


web, which are tied under your boots for 
walking on snow 

snowstorm /'snoustoim/ noun a storm 
when the wind blows and snow falls. Syn¬ 
onym blizzard 

snow tyres /'snou ,taioz/ plural noun spe¬ 
cial tyres with thick treads, used when driv¬ 
ing on snow 

snow-white /,snou 'wait/ adj pure white 
snowy /'snoui/ adj 1 . with a lot of snow, 
covered with snow O I remember walking 
through the snowy streets to school. 2. when 
there is snow O This is the snowiest winter I 
can remember. (NOTE: snowier - snowiest) 
snowy white /,snoui 'wait/ noun a pure 
white colour 

snub /snAb/ noun behaviour which shows 
you want to insult someone O Not shaking 
his hand was a deliberate snub. Synonym re¬ 
buff ■ verb to insult someone by refusing to 
speak to them or by not paying any attention 
to them O He snubbed all her attempts to be 
friendly. Synonym rebuff (NOTE: snubbing 

- snubbed) 

snub nose /snAb 'nouz/ noun a small 
nose which is turned up at the end 
snuck /snAk/ US C> sneak 

snuff /snAf/ noun powdered tobacco which 
is sniffed into the nose ■ verb 1. to put out a 
candle O Before going to bed, remember to 
snuff the candles. 2. □ to snuff it to die 
(slang) o Just when he thought his father 
was going to make a fortune, the old man 
snuffed it. 

snuffle /'snAf(o)l/ noun a loud sniff, espe¬ 
cially when you have a cold O I could hear 
coughs and snuffles from the audience. Syn¬ 
onym sniffle ■ verb to sniff noisily O The 
pigs were snuffling about in the mud. Syn¬ 
onym sniffle 

snug /snAg/ adj warm and comfortable 
(NOTE: snugger - snuggest) 

snuggle /'snAg(o)l/ verb 1. to curl yourself 
up to be warm O They snuggled under their 
blankets. 2. □ to snuggle up to someone to 
curl up close to someone else to be warm o 
She snuggled up next to her mother. 

(J) SO /sou/ adv 1. showing how much o It’s 
so cold that the lake is covered with ice. O 
We liked Greece so much that we’re going 
there again on holiday next year. O The soup 
was so salty that I couldn’t eat it. 2. very O 
She was so kind to us when we were children. 
O The film was not so boring after all. 3. also 
O She was late and so was I. O The children 
all caught flu, and so did their teacher. O I 
like apples - So do I. O He’s a good cook and 
so is his wife. O The teacher will be late and 
so will everyone else. 4. showing that the an¬ 
swer is ‘yes’ O Does this train go to London? 

- I think so. O Was your car completely 
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smashed? — I’m afraid so. O Will you be com¬ 
ing to the party? -1 hope so! O Are they go¬ 
ing to be at the meeting? - I suppose so. ■ 
conj 1 . and this is the reason why o It was 
snowing hard so we couldn ’t go for a walk. O 
She’s got flu so she can ’t come to the office. 
2. so, so that in order that O People riding 
bikes should wear bright clothes so that driv¬ 
ers can see them easily. 3. used to avoid re¬ 
peating an adjective O He’s very bossy, and 
his wife is even more so. O so as (not) to in 
order (not) to O They had to run to the station 
so as not to miss the train. O so far until now 
O so there that’s my opinion, and it’s none 
of your business O so what what does it 
matter, t so-so 

© soak /souk/ noun the action of lying in a 
bath for a long time O After a game of rugby 
it is good to have a soak in a hot bath. ■ verb 

1 . to put something in a liquid for a time O 
Dry beans should be soaked in cold water for 
24 hours. 2. to get or to make very wet o / 
forgot my umbrella and got soaked. O The 
rain soaked the soil. 

soaked /soukt/ adj very wet 
soaking /'soukiij/ adj, adv wet through o 
Don’t let the dog into the kitchen - he’s soak¬ 
ing or he’s soaking wet. 
soak up /,souk 'ap/ verb to take in liquid 
SO-and-SO /'sou on sou/ noun 1. an un¬ 
pleasant person 2. a person whose name is 
not mentioned O It’s the usual story - Mrs 
So-and-so buys a green hat, and the next 
thing you know, everyone in the village wants 
green hats. 

<g> soap /soup/ noun a substance which you 
wash with, made from oils and usually with a 
pleasant smell O There’s no soap left in the 
bathroom. O I’ve put a new bar of soap in the 
kitchen. O There is a liquid soap dispenser in 
the gents’ toilets. (NOTE: no plural in this 
meaning: some soap, a bar or a cake or a 
piece of soap) » verb to cover with soap o 
There’s no need to soap yourself all over, 
just your legs and feet. 
soapbox /'soupboks/ noun a box used by 
a politician to stand on when making an in¬ 
formal speech outdoors to passers-by 
soap opera /'soup ,Dp(o)ro/ noun a serial 
story on television about the daily lives of a 
set of characters 

soap powder /'soup ,paudo/ noun soap 
in the form of powder, used in washing ma¬ 
chines or dishwashers. Synonym detergent 
soapy /'soupi/ adj full of soap 
© soar /soil verb 1 . to go up very quickly o 
Food prices soared during the cold weather. 

2. to fly high up into the sky O The rocket 
went soaring into the night sky. 3. (of a bird) 
to glide high in the sky without beating its 
wings O We watched the gulls soaring on air 


social democracy 

currents beside the cliffs. (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with sore.) 

soaring /'soiriq/ adj rising rapidly 
©SOb /sob/ noun a short breath like a hic¬ 
cup, made by someone who is crying O You 
could hear the sobs as she lay on her bed. O 
He gave a sob, and put the phone down. ■ 
verb to cry, taking short breaths like hiccups 
O She lay sobbing on the bed. O The little girl 
sobbed herself to sleep. (NOTE: sobbing - 
sobbed) 

© sober /'soubo/ adj 1. not drunk o I was- 
n ’t drunk after the party - I was stone cold 
sober. 2. serious, not frivolous O The sober 
truth is that we can’t afford it. O It was a very 
sober gathering, nobody laughed or made a 
joke. 3. dark with no bright colours O She 
was wearing a sober dark grey suit. 
sobering /'souborir)/ adj which makes you 
think seriously 

sober up /.soubor 'Ap/ verb 1. to recover 
from being drunk O I’ll talk to you again 
when you’ve sobered up a little. 2. to make 
someone sober again who has been drunk O 
We gave him several cups of black coffee to 
sober him up. 

sobriety /sou'braioti/ noun 1. the state of 
not being drunk O Sobriety is unusual among 
his friends. 2. serious behaviour O We were¬ 
n’t suitably dressed for the sobriety of the 
occasion. 

© SO-called /'sou koild/ adj called by a 
wrong name 

soccer /'soko/ noun a game played be¬ 
tween two teams of eleven players with a 
round ball which can be kicked or hit with 
the head, but not carried. Compare rugger 
(NOTE: The game is called football in most 
countries, but is generally called soccer in 
the USA to distinguish it from American 
football.) 

sociable /'souJob(o)l/ adj friendly, liking 
the company of other people 
(D social /'souJ(o)l/ adj 1. referring to peo¬ 
ple as a group, to human society O Inequality 
leads to social conflict. O an area with very 
serious social problems 2. referring to 
friendly contact with other people O We are 
organising some social events for the visiting 
students. O Not being able to make conversa¬ 
tion is a terrible social handicap. ■ noun a 
party for the members of an organisation O 
The sports club is holding a social next 
Saturday. 

social democracy /,s3uJ(o)l di- 
'mokrosi/ noun a belief that changes should 
be made to the structure of society to make it 
more egalitarian, with some state involve¬ 
ment in industry and welfare, without remov¬ 
ing private capitalism 
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social democrat /,s3uf(3)l 'demskrart/ 
noun a person who believes in social 
democracy 

Social Democrat /,souJ(o)l 'demskraet/ 
noun a person who supports or belongs to a 
party that believes in social democracy 
social exclusion /,s9uf(9)l ik'sklu:3(3)n/ 
noun a situation in which some people feel 
left out of the rest of society because they are 
poor, lack useful skills or have disabilities 
socialise /'ssufslaiz/, socialize verb to 
meet people for friendly talk and activities 
socialism /'ssujalizfejm/ noun 1 . the 
ideas and beliefs of socialists, that the means 
of production and distribution should belong 
to the people, that people should be cared for 
by the state and that all wealth should be 
shared equally O His book explains the prin¬ 
ciples of socialism. 2. a political system 
where the state is run on socialist principles 
O Under socialism, this factory was owned 
by the state. 

socialist /'soujolist/ adj believing in so¬ 
cialism, being in favour of social change, 
wider sharing of wealth and of state-run in¬ 
dustry and welfare ■ noun a person who be¬ 
lieves in socialism O He’s been a socialist all 
his life. 

social life /'S3L)J(3)1 laif/ noun activities 
involving being friendly with other people 
outside working hours, and doing such things 
as going to parties 

socially /'s3uf(3)li/ adv 1 . in a friendly 
way, outside work O I know her from work 
but I’ve never met her socially. O They get on 
very well socially. 2. with respect to other 
people or society O the socially unacceptable 
behaviour of football hooligans O These poli¬ 
cies are socially divisive. 
social order /,s3uj(3)l 'oida/ noun the ar¬ 
rangement of society, and the classes within 
it 

social science /,s9uf(3)l 'saisns/ noun 
the study of people and the society they live 
in, including such subjects as sociology, his¬ 
tory and economics 

social sciences /,s3uf(3)l 'saisnsiz/ plu¬ 
ral noun academic studies referring to society 
and people such as anthropology, sociology 
and politics 

® social security /,s3uf(»l si'kjusnti/ 
noun money or help provided by the govern¬ 
ment to people who need it 
social services /,s3uf(3)l 's3ivisiz/ plu¬ 
ral noun government services to help people 
with family problems O The children are be¬ 
ing looked after by social services. 
social strata /,s3uf(3)l 'straits/ noun dif¬ 
ferent levels of society 
social system /'s3uf(3)l ,sist3m/ noun 
the way in which a society is organised 


social work /'sauJXajl w3ik/ noun work 
done to help people with family or financial 
problems 

social worker /'s3uf(3)l ,w3ik3/ noun a 
person who works to help people with family 
or financial problems 

® society /ss'saisti/ noun 1. a large group 
of people, usually all the people living in a 
country, considered as an organised commu¬ 
nity O a free and democratic society O a 
member of society O Society needs to be pro¬ 
tected against these criminals. (NOTE: no 
plural) 2. a club or association of people who 
have the same interests O He belongs to the 
local drama society, t building society 
(NOTE: The plural is societies.) 
socio-economic /.saujisu iika'nomik/ 
adj referring to social and economic 
conditions 

socio-economic group /.saufisu iika- 
nomik 'gruip/ noun one of the groups in so¬ 
ciety divided according to income and posi¬ 
tion O They don’t belong to any of the 
socio-economic groups as defined in this 
textbook. 

sociological /,S3Usi3'lDd3ik(9)l/ adj re¬ 
ferring to people and society, and the way in 
which society changes 

sociologist /,S3Usi'Dl9d3ist/ noun a per¬ 
son who studies people and society and the 
way society changes 

sociology /,s3usi'Dl3d3i/ noun the study 
of social systems and how people live in 
society 

(D SOCk /sok/ noun 1. a piece of clothing 
worn on your foot inside a shoe O He’s al¬ 
most ready - he only has to put on his socks 
and shoes. O I’ve just bought a pair of socks. 
□ you’ll need to wear football socks you’ll 
need to wear special socks for playing foot¬ 
ball □ to pull your socks up to try to do 
better ( informal) o He’ll have to pull his 
socks up or he’ll lose his job. 2. a punch O 
She gave him a sock in the jaw. ■ verb to hit 
someone hard ( informal ) o She socked the 
mugger on the jaw. 

socket /'sDkit/ noun 1. a set of holes into 
which an electric plug can be fitted O There 
is a socket on the wall that you can plug the 
vacuum cleaner into. O This plug doesn’t fit 
that socket. 2. a hollow part in a bone, into 
which another bone fits 
sod /sod/ noun 1. an unpleasant or nasty 
man ( insult ) O Get away from me, you dirty 
sod! 2. a person who needs sympathy (slang) 
O The poor old sod has nowhere to live. 3. a 
piece of soil with grass growing on it O The 
mayor cut the first sod for the new town hall. 
soda water /'ssuda ,wo:t9/ noun water 
made fizzy by putting carbon dioxide into it 
sodden /'sod(9)n/ adj wet through 
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sodium /'soudiom/ noun a soft white 
metal, which can catch fire, and is only found 
combined with other substances 

sodium bicarbonate /.soudiom bai- 
'kaibonot/ noun baking soda 
sodium chloride /.soudiom 'kloiraid/ 
noun salt 

(D sofa /'soufo/ noun a long comfortable 
seat with a soft back. Synonym settee 
SOfabed /'soufobed/ noun a type of sofa 
which can be folded out to form a bed 
® soft /soft/ adj 1 . not hard, which moves 
easily when pressed o There are big soft 
armchairs in the lobby of the hotel. O I don’t 
like soft seats in a car. O Do you like soft ice 
cream? 2. not loud O When she spoke, her 
voice was so soft that we could hardly hear 
her. O Soft music was playing in the back¬ 
ground. 3. not bright O Soft lighting makes a 
room look warm. 4. □ soft on lenient towards 
O Judges were accused of being soft on 
crime. □ to have a soft spot for to like very 
much O She has a soft spot for the PE in¬ 
structor. (NOTE: softer - softest) 
soft-boiled /.soft 'boild/ adj (of an egg) 
which has been cooked in boiling water for a 
short time so that the yolk is hot but still 
liquid 

soft copy /soft 'kDpi/ noun data stored on 
a computer, rather than being printed on 
paper 

softcover /'softkAVo/ noun a book bound 
in paper, as opposed to a hardcover edition. 
Synonym paperback 

soft currency /soft 'kAronsi/ noun the 
currency of a country with a weak economy, 
which is cheap to buy and difficult to ex¬ 
change for other currencies. Compare hard 
currency 

<S> soft drink /'soft drirjk/ noun a drink 
which is not alcoholic 

soften /'sof(o)n/ verb to make something 
soft, to become soft □ to soften someone up 
to make someone weaker before asking for 
something, or before launching an attack O 
Can you try and soften him up a bit before I 
ask to borrow the car? O Bombing raids 
were made to soften up the enemy defences. 
soft fruit /soft 'fruit/ noun a small fruit 
such as currants, raspberries or strawberries 
which do not have hard skins 
soft furnishings /soft 'f3inijir)z/ plural 
noun things such as curtains and cushions as 
opposed to tables and other pieces of 
furniture 

soft-hearted /,sDft 'haitid/ adj not strict, 
too kind. Synonym sympathetic 
softie /'softi/, softy /'softi/ noun a person 
who is too kind and generous, and who can 
easily be persuaded to do what you want 


solar eclipse 

soft landing /soft 'laendii}/ noun 1. a pro¬ 
cess by which something such as a plane or 
spacecraft lands in a gentle and controlled 
way 2. a way of fighting inflation, which 
does not cause unemployment or a fall in the 
standard of living O The government is still 
hoping for a soft landing in a year’s time. 
softly /'softli/ adv 1. in a gentle way o / 
touched her arm softly. 2. quietly, not loudly 
O She spoke so softly that we couldn’t hear 
what she said. O The burglars crept softly up 
the stairs. 3. not brightly O The lights were 
shining softly across the lawn. 
soft palate /soft 'paslot/ noun the back 
part of the palate which leads to the uvula. 
Compare hard palate 

soft-spoken /soft 'spoukon/ adj having a 
quiet gentle voice 

soft touch /.soft't AtJV noun a person who 
can be easily persuaded to do something for 
you 

(D software /'sDftweo/ noun computer pro¬ 
grams which are put into a computer to make 
it work, as opposed to the machine itself O 
What word-processing software do you use? 
Compare hardware (NOTE: no plural) 
soft water /soft 'wo:to/ noun water with 
little calcium in it 

softwood /'softwud/ noun 1. wood from 
pine trees and other conifers which can be cut 
easily O We used softwood panels for the 
walls of the study. 2. a fast-growing tree such 
as a pine or other conifer which produces 
softwood O the softwood forests of Finland 
Compare hardwood 

soggy /'sogi/ adj wet and soft (NOTE: sog¬ 
gier - soggiest) 

(D soil /soil/ noun the earth in which plants 
grow O Put some soil in the plant pot and 
then sow your flower seeds. O This soil’s too 
poor for growing fruit trees. O The farm has 
150 hectares of rich black soil. ■ verb to 
make something dirty O His overalls were 
soiled by black oil and rust. O Use more 
washing powder if the clothes are heavily 
soiled, t shop-soiled 

sojourn /'sDd 3 on/ (literary) noun a short 
stay ■ verb to stay somewhere for a short 
time 

solace /'solos/ noun comfort □ to be a so¬ 
lace to someone to comfort someone o His 
daughter has been a considerable solace to 
him. 

solar /'soulo/ adj referring to the sun (NOTE: 
The similar word referring to the moon is lu¬ 
nar and to the stars is stellar.) 
solar eclipse /'soulo i,klips/ noun a situ¬ 
ation when part or all of the sun disappears, 
because the moon passes between the earth 
and the sun 


soluble 
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solar energy 

solar energy /'souls ,enod 3 i/, solar 
power /'souls ,pauo/ noun electricity pro¬ 
duced from the radiation of the sun 
solar panel /.souls 'pa 2 n(o)l/ noun a 
group of special electric cells used to turn the 
sun’s energy into electricity 
@ solar system /'souls .sistsm/ noun the 
sun and the planets which orbit round it 
sold /ssuld/o sell 

(2) soldier /'sould 3 s/ noun a person serving 
in the army O Here’s a photograph of my fa¬ 
ther as a soldier. O We were just in time to 
see the soldiers march past. O Enemy sol¬ 
diers blew up the bridge. O The children are 
playing with their toy soldiers. 
soldier on /,ssuld 3 sr 'on/ verb to continue 
doing something, in spite of difficulties O 
Even though sales are down, we must soldier 
on. O She’s soldiering on with her prepara¬ 
tions for the exam. 

sold out /.ssuld 'aut/ adj no longer in 
stock, because all the stock has been sold 
(D sole /soul/ adj only; belonging to one per¬ 
son O Their sole aim is to make money. O She 
was the sole survivor from the crash. O I 
have sole responsibility for what goes on in 
this office. □ he has the sole right to it he is 
the only person allowed to use it ■ noun 1. 
the underneath side of your foot O He tickled 
the soles of her feet. 2. the main underneath 
part of a shoe, but not the heel o These shoes 
need mending - I’ve got holes in both soles. 
3. a flat white sea fish O He ordered grilled 
sole. (NOTE: The two varieties of the fish 
found in Britain are Dover sole and lemon 
sole. The plural in this meaning is sole.) ■ 
verb to put a new sole on a shoe O I want 
these shoes soled and heeled, please. (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with soul.) 
solely /'soulli/ adv 1. only o The machine 
was designed solely for that purpose. 2. with¬ 
out other people being involved o He was 
solely to blame for what happened. 
d> solemn /'solom/ adj 1. serious and for¬ 
mal O The doctor looked very solemn and 
shook his head. O At the most solemn moment 
of the ceremony someone’s mobile phone 
rang. 2. that should be treated as very serious 
and not to be broken O He made a solemn 
promise never to smoke again. □ solemn and 
binding agreement agreement that is not le¬ 
gally binding, but which all parties are sup¬ 
posed to obey 

solemnise /'solomnaiz/, solemnize verb 
to perform a marriage or other religious 
ceremony 

solemnity /so'lemmti/ noun being serious 
solemnly /'sDlomli/ adv in a solemn way 
sole trader /soul 'treido/ noun a person 
who runs a business by himself but has not 
registered it as a company 


solicit /so'lisit/ verb 1. to ask someone for 
something such as business or financial sup¬ 
port ( formal) □ to solicit orders to ask for 
orders, to try to get people to order goods 2 . 
to offer sex to people O Prostitutes were 
openly soliciting outside the station. 

(D solicitor /so'lisito/ noun a qualified law¬ 
yer who gives advice to members of the pub¬ 
lic and acts for them in legal matters 
(D solid /'solid/ adj 1 . hard and not liquid O 
a solid lump of fat O She is allowed some 
solid food. 2. firm and strong O Is the table 
solid enough to stand on? O His wealth is 
built on a solid base of property and shares. 
3. not hollow O Cricket is played with a solid 
ball. 4. made only of one material O The box 
is made of solid silver. 5. without stopping O 
Negotiations went on for nine hours solid or 
nine solid hours. ■ noun 1. a hard substance 
which is not liquid O Many solids melt when 
heated and become liquids. 2. a food, as op¬ 
posed to a drink O The baby is beginning to 
eat solids. 3. a three-dimensional shape O 
Cones and cubes are solids. 
solidarity /,sdIi' dasriti/ noun a general 
common interest with other people. Synonym 
unity 

solidify /so'lidifai/ verb to become solid. 
Synonym harden 

solidity /so'liditi/ noun being solid 
solidly /‘solidli/ adv in a firm way 
solitary /'sDlit(o)ri/ adj 1. one only o It 
was late November, and a solitary tourist 
was sitting in the waterfront cafe. O I don’t 
remember one solitary occasion when he 
helped with the washing up. Synonym single 
2. being alone O My sister lives a solitary life 
in the country. 

solitary confinement /,sDlit(9)ri kon- 
'fainmont/ noun being kept alone in a cell, 
without being able to see or speak to other 
prisoners. Synonym isolation 
solitude /'sDlitju:d/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing alone 

solo /'soulou/ noun a piece of music played 
or sung by one person alone O She played a 
violin solo. (NOTE: The plural is solos.) ■ 
adj done by one person alone o a piece for 
solo trumpet O She gave a solo performance 
in the Albert Hall. O He crashed on his first 
solo flight. ■ adv by one person alone o He 
flew solo across the Atlantic. Synonym 
alone 

soloist /'soulouist/ noun a musician who 
plays a solo 

solstice /'sDlstis/ noun one of the two 
times of the year when the sun is at its fur¬ 
thest point north or south of the equator 
soluble /'sDljub(o)l/ adj 1. which can be 
dissolved O a tablet of soluble aspirin O The 
pill is soluble in water. 2. which can be 
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solved O The problem is simply not soluble. 
O The difficulties are soluble, given a little 
money. 

CD solution /s9'lu:J(9)n/ noun 1. the action 
of solving a problem O The solution of the 
problem is taking longer than expected. 2. an 
answer to a problem O The programmer 
came up with a solution to the computer 
problem. O We think we have found a solu¬ 
tion to the problem of where to stay on holi¬ 
day. O The solutions to the quiz are at the 
back of the book. 3. a mixture of a solid sub¬ 
stance dissolved in a liquid O Bathe your eye 
in a weak salt solution. 

(D solve /solv/ verb to find an answer to O 
The loan will solve some of his financial 
problems. O He tried to solve the riddle. Syn¬ 
onym resolve □ to solve a crime to find out 
who committed a crime 
solvency /'sDlv(o)nsi/ noun being able to 
pay all your debts. Antonym insolvency 
solvent /'sDlv(o)nt/ adj having enough 
money to pay debts O When he bought the 
company it was barely solvent. Antonym in¬ 
solvent ■ noun 1 . a liquid in which a solid 
substance can be dissolved 2. a strong glue 
used for sticking plastics 
solvent abuse /'solvont o,bju:s/ noun 
the dangerous practice of breathing in the gas 
from a type of glue. Also called glue 
sniffing 

sombre /'sombo/ adj dark and gloomy 
(NOTE: The US spelling is somber.) 

<S) some /som, SAm/ adj, pron 1. a certain 
number of O We’ve just picked some straw¬ 
berries. O Some young drivers drive much 
too fast. O Some books were damaged in the 
fire. O Some days it was so hot that we just 
stayed by the swimming pool all day. O Can 
you cut some more slices of bread? O She 
bought some oranges and bananas. □ some 
of a few O Some of the students are ill. O 
Some of these apples are too green. 2. a cer¬ 
tain amount O Can you buy some bread when 
you go to town? O Can I have some more cof¬ 
fee? O Her illness is of some concern to her 
family. 3. referring to a person or thing you 
cannot identify ( followed by a singular noun) 
O Some man just knocked on the door and 
tried to sell me a magazine. O I read it in 
some book I borrowed from the library. O We 
saw it in some shop or other in Regent Street. 
4. referring to a period of time or a distance o 
Don’t wait for me, I may be some time. O 
Their house is some way away from the rail¬ 
way station. 5. wonderful O That was some 
party last night ! (NOTE: some is used with 
plural nouns and with nouns which have no 
plural: some people, some apples, some 
bread.) » adv approximately o Some fifty 
people came to the meeting. O The house is 
some sixty years old. 


(D somebody /'sAmbodi/ pron same as 

someone □ somebody else same as some¬ 
one else 

some day /'SAm dei/ adv at some time in 
the future 

(D somehow /'sAmhau/ adv by some 
means, although you don’t know how O 
Somehow we must get back home by 6 
o ’clock. O The work has to be done 
somehow. 

(D someone /'sAmwAn/ pron a person who 
cannot be or is not specified O Can someone 
answer the phone? □ somebody else some 
other person 

<D someplace /'sAmpleis/ adv US some¬ 
where ( informal ) 

somersault /'sAmosoilt/ noun rolling 
over and over, head first O He did a couple of 
somersaults on the mat. ■ verb to roll over 
and over with your head first O The children 
somersaulted over the pole. 

® something /'sAm0ir)/ pron 1. a thing 
that camiot be or is not specified O There’s 
something soft at the bottom of the bag. O 
Something’s gone wrong with the TV. O Can 
I have something to drink, please? O There’s 
something about her that I don’t like. 2 . an 
important thing O Come in and sit down, I’ve 
got something to tell you. 3. an approximate 
amount O It cost us something around fifty 
pounds. O Something like 20 per cent of the 
students can't spell. 4. a similar name or 
thing O He’s called Nick or Dick, or some¬ 
thing like that. O It’s a fish or mollusc or 
something, anyway it lives in salt water. 
sometime /'sAmtaim/ adv at a particular 
time which is not specified O The accident 
happened sometime after midnight. O Let’s 
meet sometime next week. 

(D sometimes /'sAmtaimz/ adv on some 
occasions but not on others O Sometimes the 
car starts easily, and sometimes it won’t start 
at all. O She sometimes comes to see us when 
she’s in town on business. Synonym 
occasionally 

(D somewhat /'sAmwot/ adv more than a 
little. Synonym rather 

(D somewhere /'sAmweo/ adv 1. in or at a 
place which is not specified O I left my um¬ 
brella somewhere when I was in London. O 
Let’s go somewhere else, this pub is full. O 
His parents live somewhere in Germany. 
(NOTE: An alternative US term is some¬ 
place: We can go someplace else.) 2. □ 
somewhere around, somewhere between, 
somewhere in the region of approximately 
O Somewhere between 50 and 60 people 
turned up for the meeting. O He has collected 
somewhere in the region of 25,000 books. □ 
somewhere else in some other place, in a dif¬ 
ferent place 


somnolent 
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somnolent /'somnolont/ adj {literary) 1. 
almost asleep O The museum was guarded by 
two somnolent caretakers. 2. which makes 
you feel sleepy O His speech had a somno¬ 
lent effect on the audience. 

(D son /sAn/ noun a male child of a father or 
mother O They have a large family - two 
sons and four daughters. O Her son has got 
married at last. O Their youngest son is in 
hospital. 

sonar /'sauna:/ noun a device that uses 
sound waves to measure the depth of water or 
to find objects under water 
sonata /so'na:to/ noun a piece of music in 
three or four movements for one or more in¬ 
struments, accompanied by an orchestra, pi¬ 
ano, harpsichord, etc. 

son et lumiere /,sDn ei 'luimiea/ noun 
entertainment consisting of sound and light¬ 
ing effects, shown in the open air at night. 
The setting is usually a castle, cathedral or 
similar historic building, and the lighting is 
complemented by voices of actors speaking 
as if they were the former inhabitants of the 
place. 

(D song /sdi]/ noun 1. words which are sung 
O She was singing a song in the bath. O The 
group’s latest song has just come out on CD. 
O The soldiers marched along, singing a 
song. 2. □ for a song for very little money 
(informal ) o She bought it for a song in a flea 
market. □ to make a great song and dance 
about something to make a great fuss about 
something O They made a terrible song and 
dance about having to wait for a taxi. 3. the 
musical sound made by some birds O I’m 
sure that’s the song of a robin - look, he’s 
over there! 

songwriter /'sngraito/ noun a person who 
writes popular songs 

sonic /'sDnik/ adj referring to sound that 
can be heard by the human ear 
sonic boom /.snnik 'bu:m/ noun a loud 
noise made by an aircraft travelling through 
the air at or faster than the speed of sound 
son-in-law /'SAn in 1 oil noun the husband 
of a daughter (NOTE: The plural is 
sons-in-law.) 

sonnet /'snmt/ noun a poem with fourteen 
lines and one of several rhyming patterns 
sonny /'sAni/ noun a way of addressing a 
boy ( informal ) 

CD soon /su:n/ adv 1. in a short time from 
now O Don’t worry, we ’ll soon be in Oxford. 
O It will soon be time to go to bed. O The fire 
started soon after 11 o’clock. 2. quickly O 
How soon can you let me know? O as soon 
as immediately O Please phone the office as 
soon as you get to the hotel. O As soon as I 
put the phone down it rang again. O The boss 
wants to see you as soon as possible. 


(D sooner /'su:no/ adv earlier o Can’t we 
meet any sooner than that? O sooner or 
later at some time in the future O Sooner or 
later, they will realise that they need to save 
as much money as possible. O She drives so 
fast that sooner or later she ’ll have an acci¬ 
dent. O sooner rather than later quickly 
rather than taking a long time O It would be 
wise to reduce the staff sooner rather than 
later. 

SOOt /sut/ noun a black deposit of carbon 
which rises in the smoke produced by burn¬ 
ing coal, wood and oil and which collects on 
the inside surfaces of chimneys 
SOOthe /su:d/ verb to make something less 
painful or to calm 

soothing /'su:dii]/ adj which relieves pain 
or which calms. Antonym irritating 
sop /sop/ noun 1. something given as a 
bribe to make someone keep quiet o The 
budget was just a sop to the left wing of the 
party. 2. a piece of bread dipped in liquid 
{old) ■ verb to soak in liquid or to soak up a 
liquid (NOTE: sopping - sopped) 

<D sophisticated /so'fistikeitid/ adj 1. 
knowing a lot about the way people behave, 
and what is stylish or fashionable O They 
think smoking makes them look sophisticated. 
2. cleverly designed and complicated O His 
office is full of the latest and most sophisti¬ 
cated computer equipment. 
sophistication /so,fisti'keiJ(o)n/ noun 

1 . a cultured way of life O The sophistication 
of life in the later Roman Empire disap¬ 
peared under the attacks of the barbarians. 

2. advanced ideas behind the construction of 
a machine O The sophistication of some of 
these early surgical instruments seems aston¬ 
ishing nowadays. 

sophomore /'snfomo:/ noun 1. US a stu¬ 
dent in his or her second year at college 2. a 
tenth-grade high school student 
sopping /'sDpir)/ adj very wet 
soppy /'snpi/ adj silly and sentimental ( in¬ 
formal) 

soprano /so'pramou/ noun 1. a woman 
with a high-pitched singing voice O The so¬ 
pranos are too feeble - I can hardly hear 
them. (NOTE: The plural in this meaning is 
sopranos.) 2. a high-pitched woman’s sing¬ 
ing voice O She sings soprano in the local 
choir. 

sorbet /'so:bei/ noun a soft refreshing des¬ 
sert made by freezing fruit juice to which the 
white of an egg is added (NOTE: The US term 

is sherbet.) 

sorcerer /'so:soro/ noun {in fairy tales) a 
man who uses sorcery 

sorceress /'so:sores/ noun {in fairy tales) 
a woman who uses sorcery 


sorcery 

sorcery /'so:sori/ noun (in fairy tales) 
wicked magic. Synonym witchcraft 
sordid /'sordid/ adj unpleasant or dirty 
(D sore /so:/ adj 1. rough and inflamed or 
painful O He can’t play tennis because he 
has a sore elbow. □ sore throat an infected 
throat, which hurts when you swallow or 
speak O She’s got a sore throat and has lost 
her voice. □ to stick out like a sore thumb 
to be easily seen because of being different 
( informal ) 2. US angry ( informal) o He’s 
sore at her for telling the boss about him. 
(NOTE: sorer - sorest) ■ noun a small dam¬ 
aged area on the skin, often producing pus O 
He had sores on his back from lying in bed 
for a long time. 

sorely /'soili/ adv very much ( formal ) Syn¬ 
onym deeply 

sorority /so'rDriti/ noun US a student as¬ 
sociation for women. Compare fraternity 
(NOTE: The plural is sororities.) 
sorrow /'sDrou/ noun sadness O To his 
great sorrow, his collection of books was lost 
in the fire. O He expressed his deep sorrow at 
her death. Synonym grief. Antonym joy ■ 
verb to be very sad because of something (lit¬ 
erary or formal) o We sorrow at or over the 
suffering of the refugees. 
sorrowful /'sDrouf(o)l/ adj very sad 
(D sorry /'sDri/ adj feeling unhappy, 
ashamed or disappointed about something O 
I’m sorry I can't stay for dinner. O Everyone 
was sorry to hear you had been ill. □ not to 
be sorry to be quite happy □ we weren’t 
sorry to see him go we were glad when he 
left □ to feel sorry for someone to be sym¬ 
pathetic about someone’s problems O We all 
feel sorry for her - her family is always 
criticising her. □ to feel sorry for yourself 
to be miserable O He’s feeling very sorry for 
himself - he’s just been made redundant. □ 
to say sorry to tell someone you are ashamed 
of something you have or have not done ■ 
interj used to excuse yourself o He trod on 
my foot and didn’t say sorry. Synonym 
apologise 

® sort /so:t/ noun 1. a type or kind o There 
were all sorts of people at the meeting. O I 
had an unpleasant sort of day at the office. O 
What sorts of ice cream have you got? O Do 
you like this sort of TV show? □ sort of 
rather, more or less (informal) o She was sort 
of expecting your phone call. O We’re all 
feeling sort of upset. ■ verb 1. to arrange in 
order or groups O The apples are sorted ac¬ 
cording to size before being packed. O The 
votes are sorted then counted. 2. to put things 
in order O She is sorting index cards into al¬ 
phabetical order. 

sortie /'soiti/ noun 1. a sudden attack or 
bombing raid by aircraft O They made sev¬ 
eral sorties into enemy territory. 2. a sudden 


sound 

excursion O We decided to make a sortie into 
the old part of the town. 
sorting office /'soitirj ,Dfis/ noun a de¬ 
partment in a post office where letters are put 
in order according to their addresses 
sort out /,so:t 'aut/ verb 1 . to settle a prob¬ 
lem O Did you sort out the hotel bill? 2. to 
put things in order or in groups O I must sort 
out the papers in this drawer. O Until they ’re 
sorted out, we shan’t know which are our 
files and which are theirs. 3. to collect or se¬ 
lect things of a particular kind from a mixed 
group of things O Sort out all the blue folders 
and bring them to me, please. 

SOS /,es ou 'es / noun 1 . an international ra¬ 
dio signal for showing that you need help in a 
boat or plane O They sent an SOS. 2. an ur¬ 
gent request for help from someone 
SO-SO /,sou 'sou/ adj, adv not very good or 
not very well O How are you today? — only 
so-so. O The results of the test were only 
so-so. 

souffle /'suiflei/ noun 1. a light cooked 
dish, made from eggs beaten up with a sa¬ 
voury flavouring, eaten hot O a cheese 
souffle 2. a cold dessert made from beaten 
eggs, whipped cream and gelatine O a lemon 
souffle 

sought /so:t/ c> seek 

sought-after /'so:t ,a:fto/ adj wanted by 
many people. Synonym desirable. Antonym 
unpopular 

d> soul /soul/ noun 1. the spirit in a person, 
the part which is believed by some people to 
go on existing after a person dies O Do you 
believe your soul lives on when your body 
dies? O From the depths of his soul he longed 
to be free. 2. □ to be the life and soul of a 
party to make a party go well 3. a person O 
She didn ’t tell a soul what she was planning. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with sole.) 
soul-destroying /'soul di.stronrj/ adj 
which is very dull, or does not allow you to 
use your mind properly. Antonym uplifting 
soulful /'soulf(o)l/ adj with a lot of sad 
feeling 

sou If u lly /'soulf(o)li/ adv in a soulful way 
soulless /'soullos/ adj very dull or 
inhuman 

soul mate /'soul meit/ noun a person with 
whom you have a similar feelings 
soul music /'soul ,mju:zik/ noun popular 
music which conveys deep feelings and 
which developed from blues and gospel 
soul-searching /'soul ,s3:tJirj/ noun an 
examination of your own motives or 
conscience 

® sound /saund/ noun a noise, something 
which you can hear O Sounds of music came 
from the street. O I thought I heard the sound 
of guns. O Please can you turn down the 
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sound on the TV when I’m on the phone? O 
She crept out of her bedroom and we didn't 
hear a sound. □ the speed of sound the rate 
at which sound travels O Concorde flies 
faster than the speed of sound. □ I don’t like 
the sound of that I do not think that is a very 
good idea ■ verb 1 . to make a noise o Sound 
your horn when you come to a corner. O 
They sounded the alarm after two prisoners 
escaped. 2. to seem O It sounds as if he’s 
made an unfortunate choice. O The book 
sounds interesting according to what I’ve 
heard. □ that sounds strange it seems 
strange to me ■ adj 1. in good condition and 
not damaged O Most of the walls of the house 
are sound. □ of sound mind able to be re¬ 
sponsible for decisions 2. sensible and trust¬ 
worthy O He gave us some very sound 
advice. 3. (of sleep) deep o I was awoken 
from a sound sleep by the ringing of the 
doorbell. (NOTE: sounder - soundest) ■ 
adv deeply O The children were sound asleep 
when the police came. O to sound like 1. to 
be similar to the way someone talks O On the 
phone, he sounds just like John. 2. to think 
you can hear someone or something O That 
sounds like the taxi now. 3. to be typical of 
the way someone usually behaves O That 
sounds like my father! 4. to seem to be O 
That sounds like a good idea. 
soundbite /'saundbait/ noun a short 
phrase, usually spoken by a politician, espe¬ 
cially made so as to be good to broadcast on 
radio or TV 

sound card /saund ka:d/ noun a circuit 
board that allows a computer to produce 
sound 

sound effects /'saund i.fekts/ plural 
noun the artificial sounds used to give an im¬ 
pression of the real thing O All the sound ef¬ 
fects for the film were produced 
electronically. 

soundless /'saundlos/ adj which does not 
make any noise. Synonym silent. Antonym 
noisy 

soundly /'saundli/ adv deeply or 
thoroughly 

sound off /.saund 'Df/ verb to start talking 
loudly about something ( informal ) 
sound out /.saund 'aut/ verb to ask some¬ 
one’s opinion about something O I’ll sound 
out the other members of the committee to 
see what they think. O Sound her out about 
joining. 

soundproof /'saundpruif/ adj which does 
not allow sound to pass through O The radio 
commentators sit in a soundproof cabin. ■ 
verb to make a building soundproof o All the 
bedrooms in the hotel are soundproofed. 
soundtrack /'saundtraek/ noun the track 
of a film on which the sound is recorded 


(D soup /su:p/ noun a liquid food which you 
eat hot from a bowl at the beginning of a 
meal, usually made from meat, fish or vege¬ 
tables O We have onion soup or mushroom 
soup today. O We started the meal with 
chicken soup. O Does anyone want soup? O 
A bowl of hot soup is always welcome on a 
cold day. O If you ’re hungry, open a tin of 
soup. □ soup bowl or soup plate a special 
bowl or plate for serving soup 
souped-up /.suipt 'Ap/ adj (of a motor ve¬ 
hicle) with an engine which has been adapted 
to make it go faster (informal) 
soup kitchen /su:p 'kitJon/ noun a place 
that serves free hot meals to people who have 
no money to buy food 

(D sour /'sauo/ adj with a sharp bitter taste o 
Nobody likes sour milk. O If the grapefruit is 
too sour, add some sugar. (NOTE: sourer - 
sourest) ■ verb to make unpleasant o Rela¬ 
tions between the two countries have been 
soured by the incident. O to go sour 1. to 
take on a sharp taste O The cream has gone 
sour. 2. to become unpleasant o After a few 
weeks, the whole deal began to go sour. 

(J) source /so:s/ noun 1. a place where 
something comes from O I think the source of 
the infection is in one of your teeth. O The 
source of the river is in the mountains. O You 
must declare income from all sources to the 
tax office. □ at source (of tax on income) re¬ 
moved before the income is paid 2. a person 
or thing which is the cause of something O 
The children are a constant source of worry. 
O Polluted water is a possible source of 
cholera. 

sourcing /'soisirj/ noun the process of get¬ 
ting supplies from a specific place or supplier 
sour grapes /sauo 'greips/ noun a feeling 
of bitterness about something which you 
want but cannot have 

(J) south /sau0/ noun 1. a direction facing 
towards the sun at midday O Look south from 
the mountain, and you will see the city in the 
distance. O The city is to the south of the 
river. O The wind is blowing from the south. 
2. the part of a country to the south of the rest 
O The south of the country is warmer than 
the north. O She went to live in the south of 
England. ■ adj referring to the south O The 
south coast is popular for holidaymakers. O 
Cross to the south side of the river. □ south 
wind a wind which blows from the south ■ 
adv towards the south O Many birds fly south 
for the winter. O Go due south for two kilo¬ 
metres, and you will see the village on your 
left. O The river flows south into the 
Mediterranean. 

southbound /'sau0baund/ adj travelling 
towards the south 

<D south-east /,sau0 'iist/ adj, adv, noun a 
direction between south and east o 


south-easterly 

South-East Asia is an important trading 
area. O The river runs south-east from here. 
O House prices are higher in the south-east 
than anywhere else in England. 
south-easterly adj /sau0 'iistoli/ refer¬ 
ring to a wind which blows from the 
south-east, or something which is in or to¬ 
wards the south-east ■ noun a wind blowing 
from the south east 

south-eastern /sau0 'iiston/ adj referring 
to the south-east or situated in the south-east 
southerly /'sAdoli/ adj 1. referring to a 
wind from the south, or something which is 
in or towards the south O I drove in a south¬ 
erly direction with the sun shining full in my 
face. ■ noun a wind blowing from the south 
<D southern /'sAd(o)n/ adj of the south o 
The southern part of the country is warmer 
than the north. 

southerner /'sAd(9)no/ noun a person 
who comes from or lives in the south 
southernmost /'sAd(o)nmoust/ adj fur¬ 
thest south 

South Pole /'sau0 'poul/ noun the furthest 
point at the south of the earth 
southward /'sau0wod/ adj towards the 
south 

southwards /'sau0wodz/ adv towards the 
south 

<S> south-west /,sau0 'west/ adj, adv, 
noun a direction between south and west o 
We need to head south-west for two miles. O 
Arizona is in the south-west of the United 
States. 

south-westerly /sau0 'westoli/ adj 
referring to a wind which blows from the 
south-west or something which is in or to¬ 
wards the south-west 

south-western /sau0 'weston/ adj refer¬ 
ring to the south-west or situated in the 
south-west 

souvenir /.suivo'nio/ noun a thing bought 
to remind you of the place where you bought 
it. Synonym memento 
sovereign /'sDvrin/ noun 1. a king or 
queen O The sovereign is not supposed to be¬ 
come involved in party politics. Synonym 
monarch 2. a former British gold coin worth 
one pound 

sovereign state /.sDvrin 'steit/ noun a 
self-governing country 
(D sovereignty /'sDvrinti/ noun the total 
power of a government 
Soviet /'souviot/ adj of the former Soviet 
Union its people, culture, or political system 
(D SOW verb /sou/ to put seeds into soil so 
that they germinate and become plants O 
Peas and beans should be sown in April. O 
Sow the seed thinly in fine soil. (NOTE: sow¬ 
ing - sowed - has sown /soun/. Do not 
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confuse with sew.) ■ noun /sau/ a mature 
female pig O Our sow has had eight piglets. 
soya bean /'soio bi:n/ noun a bean from a 
plant used for food and oil (NOTE: The US 
term is soybean.) 

spa /spa:/ noun 1. a place where mineral 
water comes out of the ground naturally and 
where people go to drink or bathe in it be¬ 
cause of its medicinal properties O He spends 
two weeks every summer at a French spa. 2. 
an exercise and health centre in a hotel 
(D space /speis/ noun 1. an empty place be¬ 
tween other things O There’s a space to park 
your car over there. O Write your name and 
reference number in the space at the top of 
the paper. 2. an area which is available for 
something O His desk takes up too much 
space. 3. space, outer space the area be¬ 
yond the earth’s atmosphere O The first man 
in space was the Russian Yuri Gagarin. O 
This is a photograph of the earth taken from 
space. O Could someone be sending mes¬ 
sages from outer space? ■ verb space, 
space out to arrange things at intervals, with 
gaps between them O Repayments can be 
spaced over a period of ten years. O Make 
sure the text is evenly spaced out on the page. 
space bar /'speis ba:/ noun the long bar at 
the bottom of a keyboard which puts a single 
space into text 

space probe /'speis proub/ noun a space¬ 
craft sent into space for scientific purposes 
space shuttle /'speis jAt(a)l/ noun a 
type of plane which is launched by a rocket, 
flies in space and then returns eventually to 
earth so that it can be used for another trip 
space station /'speis ,steij(3)n/ noun a 
satellite which orbits the earth in which peo¬ 
ple can live and carry out scientific 
experiments 

spacing /'speisig/ noun the amount of 
space between things, e.g. between charac¬ 
ters or lines in printing 
spacious /'speijos/ adj very large, with 
plenty of space. Synonym roomy. Antonym 
cramped 

(D spade /speid/ noun 1. a tool with a wide 
square blade at the end of a long handle, used 
for digging or moving something such as soil 
or sand □ to do the spade work to do the un¬ 
interesting work before the main work is 
done O I get my assistant to do most of the 
spade work. □ to call a spade a spade to say 
exactly what you think without trying to hide 
your opinions by being polite O If she’s not 
satisfied, she’s not afraid to call a spade a 
spade. 2. a small spade, used by children O 
The children took their buckets and spades to 
the beach. 

spades /speidz/ plural noun one of the 
black sets in a pack of cards (NOTE: The 
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spaghetti 

other black set is clubs; hearts and dia¬ 
monds are red sets.) 

spaghetti /spo'geti/ noun long thin strips 
of pasta, cooked and eaten with a sauce 
spam /spsem/ noun unwanted commercial 
e-mails 

span /spam/ noun 1 . the width of wings or 
of an arch O Each section of the bridge has a 
span of fifty feet. 2. a length of time O over a 
span of five years or over a five-year span ■ 
verb to stretch across space or time O Her ca¬ 
reer spanned thirty years. O A stone bridge 
spans the river. (NOTE: spanning - 
spanned) 

Spaniard /'spasnjod/ noun a person from 
Spain 

spaniel /'spaenjol/ noun a type of dog with 
large ears that droop down 
G> Spanish /'spaemJV adj referring to Spain 
O I want to change my pounds into Spanish 
money. ■ noun the language spoken in Spain 
and many countries of Latin America O He’s 
studying French and Spanish as part of his 
business course. 

spank /spaepk/ verb to hit a child’s bottom 
as a punishment 

spanking /'spaepkip/ adj very (dated) □ 
spanking new very new O a spanking new 
sports car ■ noun the action of being 
spanked O If I catch you again you’ll get a 
spanking. 

spanner /'spaeno/ noun a metal tool with 
an opening which fits round a nut and which 
can be twisted to undo the nut or tighten it □ 
to throw a spanner in the works to stop 
things happening or to make things difficult 
by causing problems O His illness threw a 
spanner in the works. 

spar /spa:/ noun 1 . the main beam running 
along the wing of an aircraft 2. a ship’s mast 
or a wooden beam for holding the sails O 
Two spars were broken in the gale. ■ verb to 
practise boxing with someone O He sparred 
eveiy morning before the fight. (NOTE: spar¬ 
ring - sparred) 

(D spare /speo/ adj extra, not being used o I 
always take a spare pair of shoes when I 
travel. ■ verb 1. asking someone if they can 
do without something O Can you spare your 
assistant to help me for a day? O Can you 
spare about five minutes to talk about the 
problem? O If you have a moment to spare, 
can you clean the car? O Can you spare 5Op 
for a cup of tea? 2. not to show or give O The 
driving test was awful, but I’ll spare you the 
details. □ to be spared the embarrassment 
to avoid being embarrassed O Luckily the 
restaurant took credit cards, so I was spared 
the embarrassment of asking my colleague to 
pay. 3. □ to spare someone or someone’s 
life not to kill someone O He pleaded with 
the soldiers to spare his life. O No one was 


sparring partner 

spared, all the inhabitants of the village were 
killed. 

spare parts /speo 'parts/ plural noun 
pieces used to put in place of broken parts of 
a car, etc. 

spare ribs /speo 'ribz/ plural noun pork 
ribs cooked in a savoury sauce 
spare room /speo 'ru:m/ noun 1. an un¬ 
used space O The car is full, we have abso¬ 
lutely no spare room. 2. a bedroom which a 
family does not use O We can put you up in 
the spare room. 

spares /speoz/ plural noun spare parts or 
pieces used to mend broken parts of a car or 
other machine 

spare time /speo 'taim/ noun the time 
when you are not at work 
spare tyre /speo 'taio/ noun 1. an extra 
wheel and tyre carried in a car in case you 
have a puncture 2. a roll of fat round the 
waist O He needs to cut down on his lunches, 
he’s developed quite a spare tyre. 
spare wheel /speo 'will/ noun a fifth 
wheel carried in a car to replace one that has 
a puncture 

sparing /'speorip/ adj limited □ to be 
sparing with something not to use very 
much of something O Be sparing with the 
wine, we’ve only got three bottles. 
sparingly /'speorirjli/ adv using little 
spark /spaik/ noun a little flash of fire or of 
light O Sparks flew as the train went over the 
junction. ■ verb 1. to send out sparks or to 
make electric sparks 2. spark, spark off to 
make something start O The proposed clo¬ 
sure of the station sparked anger amongst 
travellers. O The shooting of the teenager 
sparked off a riot. 

sparkle /'spa:k(o)l/ noun a bright light ■ 
verb 1. to shine brightly o Her jewels spar¬ 
kled in the light of the candles. O His eyes 
sparkled when he heard the salary offered. 2 . 
(of a person) to be lively O She was spar¬ 
kling with enthusiasm. 

sparkler /'spaiklo/ noun a type of little 
firework which you can hold in your hand 
and which sends out bright sparks 
sparkling /'spaiklig/ adj 1. shining with 
little lights O a necklace of sparkling dia¬ 
monds 2. which has bubbles in it, which is 
fizzy O a bottle of sparkling water □ spar¬ 
kling wine wine which has little bubbles in it 
O Champagne is a sparkling wine from 
France. 

spark plug /'spaik pL\g/ noun a part of an 
engine which produces sparks that ignite the 
fuel 

sparky /'spaiki/ adj bright and energetic. 
Synonym lively 

sparring partner /'spa:rir) .paitno/ noun 
1. a person who a professional boxer prac- 
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sparrow 

tises with O He has a session with his spar¬ 
ring partner every morning. 2. a person with 
whom you often have discussions or argu¬ 
ments O They were old sparring partners 
from the time when they were MPs together. 
sparrow /'spasrou/ noun a very common 
small brown and grey bird 
sparse /spais/ adj not thick or not in large 
quantities (NOTE: sparser - sparsest) 
sparsely /'spaisli/ adv with very few; 
thinly 

spartan /'spa:t(o)n/ adj 1. harsh or hard 2. 
uncomfortable O We were put up in a spartan 
hotel by the railway station. 
spasm /'spaez(9)m/ noun a sudden, usually 
painful, involuntary contraction of a muscle, 
such as when you have cramp 
spasmodic /spaez'modik/ adj happening 
from time to time. Antonym continuous 
spat /spaet/ 0 spit 

spate /speit/ noun 1. a sudden rush of 
something O We had a spate of inquiries af¬ 
ter our ad in ‘the Times ’. 2. □ river in spate 
a river in that is flooding 
spatial /'speiJ(o)l/ adj referring to space 
spatter /'spaeto/ verb to splash with little 
spots of liquid 

spawn /spoin/ noun a mass of eggs of a 
fish or a frog O The children could see the 
frog spawn floating on the surface of the 
pond. ■ verb 1 . (of fish) to produce a mass of 
eggs O Salmon swim up the river to spawn. 2. 
to produce a mass of things O The meetings 
of the committee spawned a huge amount of 
documents. 

(D speak /spiik/ verb 1. to say words o She 
spoke to me when the meeting was over. O He 
walked past me without speaking. O He was 
speaking to the postman when I saw him. O 
The manager wants to speak to you about 
sales in Africa. □ to speak your mind to say 
exactly what you think □ speak for yourself 
that’s what you think, I don’t agree O We 
both think the decision is crazy. - Speak for 
yourself! 2. to be able to say things in a par¬ 
ticular language O We need someone who 
can speak Russian. O He speaks English with 
an American accent. O You will have to 
brush up your Japanese as my mother speaks 
hardly any English. 3. to make a speech O 
Do you know who is speaking at the confer¬ 
ence? 4. □ so to speak as you might say o 
He’s a very close friend, we ’re like brothers, 
so to speak. 

(D speaker /'spiiko/ noun 1. a person who 
speaks O We need an Arabic speaker to help 
with the tour. □ he is a popular speaker 
many people come to hear him give speeches 
at meetings 2. a loudspeaker O One of the 
speakers doesn’t work, t loudspeaker 3. (in 
Parliament) a person who presides over a 


specialisation 

meeting of Parliament O The Speaker called 
on the Prime Minister to speak. 
speaking /'spiikir)/ noun the action of 
talking □ she and I are not on speaking 
terms we have quarrelled and don’t speak to 
each other any more 

speak out /,spiik 'aut/ verb to make your 
opinions or feelings known strongly 
speak up /,spi:k 'Ap/ verb 1. to speak 
louder; to say what you have to say in a 
louder voice O Can you speak up please - we 
can’t hear you at the back! 2 . to make your 
opinions known strongly O He’s not afraid to 
speak up when he thinks someone’s been un¬ 
fairly treated. □ to speak up for to show 
your support for O He was the only person 
who spoke up for me at the inquiry. 
spear /spio/ noun a long pointed throwing 
stick, which formerly was used as a weapon 
O They kill fish with spears. ■ verb to push 
something sharp into something to catch it O 
Spearing fish is not easy. O She managed to 
spear a sausage on the barbecue with her 
fork. O They served little pieces of cheese 
speared on toothpicks. Synonym impale 
spearhead /‘spiohed/ noun the front part 
of a force of attackers O The spearhead of the 
attack was directed at the castle. ■ verb to be 
in the front of an attacking force O The minis¬ 
ter has spearheaded the attack on the 
newspapers. 

spec /spek/ noun ( informal) □ to buy on 
spec without being sure of the value or con¬ 
dition O I just bought the old painting on 
spec - no one knew it was by Constable. 

(D special /'speJ(o)l/ adj 1. referring to 
something or someone who is not ordinary 
but has a particular importance or use O This 
is a very special day for us - it’s our 
twenty-fifth wedding anniversary. O a report 
from our special correspondent in Hong 
Kong O He has a special pair of scissors for 
cutting metal. 2. □ nothing special very ordi¬ 
nary O There is nothing special about his 
new car. O Did anything happen at the meet¬ 
ing? - No, nothing special. ■ noun special, 
special of the day a dish prepared for the 
day and not listed in the printed menu O I’ll 
have the special, please. 

Special Branch /'speJ(o)l bra:nJV noun a 
section of the British police dealing with 
terrorism, spies and crimes against the 
government 

special effects /,speJ(o)l I'fekts/ plural 
noun the impression of something like a fire, 
a snowstorm or an earthquake, made artifi¬ 
cially in a film or play O The special effects 
in the film were created by computers. 
specialisation /.speJolai'zeiJXojn/, spe¬ 
cialization noun 1. the study of a particular 
subject 2. a subject which you specialise in 
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specialise 

@ specialise /'spejalaiz/, specialize verb 

1 . to study one particular subject O At univer¬ 
sity, she specialised in marine biology. 2. to 
produce one thing in particular O The com¬ 
pany specialises in electronic components. 

(D specialised /'spejalaizd/, specialized 
adj which deals with one subject in particu¬ 
lar. Antonym generalised □ specialised 
field an area of study which is very restricted 
□ specialised dictionary a dictionary refer¬ 
ring to one subject only 
(D specialist /'spejalist/ noun 1. a person 
who knows a lot about something o You 
should go to a tax specialist for advice. 2. a 
doctor who specialises in a certain branch of 
medicine O He was referred to a heart spe¬ 
cialist. ■ adj specialised o Does he have any 
specialist knowledge of international cur¬ 
rency transactions? 

speciality /.speji'aelati/ noun 1. a thing 
you are very good at doing O The speciality 
of the restaurant is its fish soup. O Finding 
the right partners for people is my speciality. 

2. a particular interest, knowledge or study O 
The company’s speciality is computer 
programmes for schools. O His speciality is 
the history of Wales in the 15th century. 
(NOTE: [all senses] The US term is spe¬ 
cialty.) 

(D specially /'spej(9)li/ adv in particular or 
more than usual. Synonym especially, par¬ 
ticularly. Antonym generally 
special needs /,speJ(o)l 'niidz/ plural 
noun the needs of a person with mental or 
physical disabilities, which are different from 
the needs of most people O Children with 
special needs, such as blind or autistic chil¬ 
dren, require special schooling. 
special offer /,speJ(o)l 'Dfo/ noun goods 
put on sale at a specially low price 
specialty /'spej(3)lti/ noun US same as 
speciality 

® species /'spiijiiz/ noun a group of liv¬ 
ing things such as animals or plants which 
can breed with each other O Several species 
of butterfly are likely to become extinct. 

3) specific /spo'sifik/ adj referring pre¬ 
cisely to something O Can you be more spe¬ 
cific about what you ’re trying to achieve? O / 
gave specific instructions that I was not to be 
disturbed. O Is the money intended for a spe¬ 
cific purpose? 

3> specifically /sps'sifikli/ adv particu¬ 
larly O I specifically said I didn ’t want a blue 
door. O The advertisement is specifically 
aimed at people over 50. 
specification /.spesifi'keiJXsjn/ noun 
detailed information about what is needed. 
Synonym requirement □ the work is not 
up to specification or does not meet our 
specifications the product is not made in the 
way which was detailed 


speculate 

specifics /spa'sifiks/ plural noun the par¬ 
ticular details of something O The minister 
outlined the plan but refused to go into 
specifics. 

(D specify /'spesi.fai/ verb to give clear de¬ 
tails of what is needed 

specimen /'spesimin/ noun 1. a sample of 
something taken as standard O The bank 
asked for a specimen signature for their re¬ 
cords. 2. an example of a particular kind of 
creature or thing O He has some very rare 
specimens in his butterfly collection. O This 
is a fine specimen of this kind offossil. 
speck /spek/ noun a tiny spot 
speckle /'spek(9)l/ noun a small spot of 
colour. Synonym fleck 
speckled /'spek(3)ld/ adj covered with 
speckles. Synonym flecked □ a speckled 
hen a hen with black and white feathers 
(D specs /speks/ plural noun same as spec¬ 
tacles ( informal ) o I can’t see anything 
without my specs! 

(D spectacle /'spekt3k(3)l/ noun some¬ 
thing very impressive to look at O The fire¬ 
work display is a spectacle not to be missed. 
O For sheer spectacle you can’t beat a mili¬ 
tary parade. 

spectacles /'spekt3k(3)lz/ plural noun 
glass lenses worn in front of your eyes to cor¬ 
rect vision O I can’t remember where I put 
my spectacles. O He’s worn spectacles since 
he was a child. 

® spectacular /spek'tsekjuta/ adj very 
impressive to see or watch O The display was 
even more spectacular than last year. O She 
was very ill, but has made a spectacular re¬ 
covery. ■ noun an impressive show o a fire¬ 
work spectacular on November 5th O a 
musical spectacular featuring over a hun¬ 
dred singers and dancers 
spectacularly /spek'taekjulsli/ adv in a 
spectacular way. Synonym extremely 
spectator /spek'teits/ noun a person who 
watches an event like a football match or a 
horse show. Antonym participant 
spectator sport /spek'teita sport/ noun 
a sport such as football where there are thou¬ 
sands of spectators but only a few players 
spectre /'spekto/ noun 1. a ghost (literary) 
2. an image of something which may cause 
problems in the future O The spectre of mass 
unemployment loomed over the country. 
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is spec¬ 
ter.) 

(D spectrum /'spektrom/ noun 1. a range 
of colours from red to violet as seen in a rain¬ 
bow 2. a range of something O The bank tries 
to offer a wide spectrum of services. 

® speculate /'spekjuleit/ verb 1. to make 
guesses about something O We are all specu¬ 
lating about what’s going to happen. 2. to 
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speculation 

take a risk in business which you hope will 
bring profit O He made a lot of money by 
speculating on the Stock Exchange. 
d> speculation /,spekju'leij(9)n/ noun 1. 
trying to guess what will happen O There’s 
been a lot of speculation in the press about 
who might get the job. (NOTE: no plural in 
this meaning) 2. a risky deal which may pro¬ 
duce a short-term profit O She lost all her 
money in Stock Exchange speculations. 
speculative /'spekjulotiv/ adj 1. made by 
guessing 2. bought because you think they 
will make a profit 

speculator /'spekjuleito/ noun a person 
who buys shares, goods or houses in the hope 
that they will rise in price 
sped /sped/ p speed 

<D speech /spiltJV noun 1. a formal talk 
given to an audience o She made some notes 
before giving her speech. O He wound up his 
speech with a story about his father. O Who 
will be making the speech at the prize giving? 

2. making intelligible sounds with the voice 

3. spoken language O This word is more of¬ 
ten used in speech than in writing. 
speech-impaired /spirtJ im'peod/ adj 
not able to speak 

speechless /'spirtJlos/ adj very angry or 
surprised 

® speed /spiid/ noun the rate at which 
something moves or is done O The coach was 
travelling at a high speed when it crashed. O 
Your car will use less petrol if you go at an 
even speed of 56 miles per hour. O The speed 
with which they repaired the gas leak was in¬ 
credible. O The train travels at speeds of over 
200 km per hour. ■ verb 1. to move quickly 
O The ball sped across the ice. 2. to drive a 
vehicle faster than the speed limit (NOTE: 
speeding - sped /sped/ or speeded - has 
sped) 

speedboat /'spiidbout/ noun a small fast 
motorboat 

speeding /'spiidiq/ noun the offence of 
driving a vehicle faster than the speed limit 
speed limit /'spiid .limit/ noun the fastest 
speed at which vehicles are allowed to go 
legally 

speedometer /spi'dmmts/ noun an in¬ 
strument which shows how fast a vehicle is 
travelling 

speed trap /'spiid traep/ noun a device by 
the side of a road which senses and notes de¬ 
tails of vehicles which are travelling too fast. 
Synonym radar trap 

speed up /.spiid 'Ap/ verb 1. to go faster o 
She speeded up because she was late. 2. to 
make something happen faster O Can’t we 
speed up production? O We are aiming to 
speed up our delivery times. 


sperm 

speedway /'spiidwei/ noun a track where 
motor cycle races are held 
speedy /'spiidi/ adj very fast (NOTE: 
speedier - speediest) 

® spell /spel/ verb to write or say correctly 
the letters that make a word O W-O-R-R-Y 
spells ‘worry ’ O How do you spell your sur¬ 
name? O We spelt his name wrong on the en¬ 
velope. ■ noun 1. a short period o There was 
a spell of cold weather at the spring bank 
holiday. O The warm spell will last until 
Thursday. 2. words which the person speak¬ 
ing hopes will have a magic effect o The 
wicked witch cast a spell on the princess. 
spellbinding /'spelbaindig/ adj referring 
to something which is so interesting it holds 
your attention completely. Synonym 
captivating 

spellbound /'spelbaund/ adj so interested 
in something that it holds your attention 
completely 

spellcheck /'speltjek/ verb to check the 
spelling of text, using a computer program 
spellchecker /'speltjeko/ noun a com¬ 
puter program which checks the spelling of 
text and suggests corrections 
speller /'spelo/ noun a person who spells 
words O a poor speller 
(D spelling /'spelig/ noun the correct way 
in which words are spelt 
spell out /.spel 'aut/ verb to explain very 
clearly O Let me spell out the consequences 
of this course of action. 
spelt /spelt/ 1 > spell 

(D spend /spend/ verb 1. to pay money O / 
went shopping and spent a fortune. O Why do 
we spend so much money on food? 2. to use 
time doing something O He wants to spend 
more time with his family. O She spent 
months arguing with the income tax people. 
O Don’t spend too long on your homework. O 
Why don’t you come and spend the weekend 
with us? (NOTE: spending - spent /spent/) 
spender /'spends/ noun a person who 
spends money 

spending /'spendig/ noun money spent. 
Synonym expenditure. Antonym earnings 
spending money /'spendip ,mAni J noun 
money for ordinary personal expenses 
spendthrift /'spend0rift/ noun a person 
who spends money fast. Antonym miser ■ 
adj spending money fast O He must change 
his spendthrift habits. 

spent /spent/ adj used □ spent fuel fuel 
which has been used in a nuclear reactor, 
which can be reprocessed O Spent nuclear 
fuel is sent for reprocessing. 
sperm /sp3im/ noun a male sex cell which 
fertilises female eggs O Out of millions of 
sperm only one will fertilise an egg. (NOTE: 
The plural is sperm.) 
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spew 

spew /spju:/ verb to pour out o Gallons of 
toxic waste spewed into the river. O He 
spewed out a stream of racial abuse. 

SPF / ,es pi: 'ef/ noun the amount of protec¬ 
tion from the sun a sun cream or other 
sunscreen will give to your skin. Full form 
sun protection factor 
sphere /sfio/ noun 1. an object which is 
perfectly round like a ball O The earth is not 
quite a perfect sphere. 2. a general area O It’s 
not a sphere of activity that we know very 
well. □ sphere of influence an area of the 
world where a strong country can influence 
smaller or weaker countries O Some Latin 
American countries fall within the USA’s 
sphere of influence. 

spherical /'sferik(3)l/ adj shaped like a 
sphere, perfectly round 
sphinx /sfirjks/ noun in ancient Egyptian 
and Greek mythology, a creature with a 
lion’s body and the head of a man 
spice /spais/ noun 1. a substance made 
from the roots, flowers, seeds or leaves of 
plants, which is used to flavour food O 
Cloves, cinnamon and nutmeg are the main 
spices I use. O You need lots of spices for In¬ 
dian cookery. 2. a thing which excites inter¬ 
est O I included a murder scene to add a bit 
of spice to the story. (NOTE: no plural in this 
meaning) 

spiced /spaist/ adj which has had spices 
added to it 

spice up /, spais 'Ap/ verb 1. to add spices 
to something O A pinch of mustard will spice 
up the sauce. 2. to make something more ex¬ 
citing or interesting O We need something to 
spice up the scene where the hero and hero¬ 
ine meet in the rain. 

spick-and-span /.spik on 'spsen J adj 
very neat and clean 

spicy /'spaisi/ adj 1. with a lot of spices o 
He loves spicy Indian food. O Mexican cook¬ 
ing is hot and spicy. 2. including something 
which excites sexual interest (informal) o 
The paper published a spicy story about the 
MP and two girls. (NOTE: spicier - 
spiciest) 

spider /'spaido/ noun a small animal with 
eight legs, which makes a web and eats 
insects 

spiderweb /'spaidoweb/ noun US a web 
made by a spider (NOTE: The British term is 

cobweb.) 

spidery /'spaidori/ adj referring to writing 
which is thin, untidy and irregular 
spike /spaik/ noun a sharply pointed piece 
of metal or wood O The wall was topped with 
a row of metal spikes. ■ verb to add drugs or 
alcohol to someone’s food or drink O They 
spiked his drink but won’t admit it. 


spindle 

spiked /spaikt/ adj with sharp points. Syn¬ 
onym spiky 

spikes /spaiks/ plural noun running shoes 
with sharp points on the soles 
spiky /'spaiki/ adj standing up in sharp 
points or ending in sharp points (NOTE: spik¬ 
ier - spikiest) 

(D spill /spil/ verb 1. to pour a liquid or a 
powder out of a container by mistake O That 
glass is too full - you ’ll spill it. O He spilt 
soup down the front of his shirt. O She 
dropped the bag and some of the flour spilled 
out onto the floor. 2. □ to spill the beans to 
reveal a secret ( informal) u noun the pouring 
of a liquid by accident O The authorities are 
trying to cope with the oil spill from the 
tanker. 

(D spin /spin/ verb 1. to move round and 
round very fast O The earth is spinning in 
space. O The plane was spinning out of con¬ 
trol. 2. to make something turn round and 
round O The washing machine spins the 
clothes to get the water out of them. O He 
spun the wheel to make sure it turned freely. 
□ to spin a coin to make a coin turn round 
and round, so as to decide which team plays 
first in a competition by guessing which side 
of the coin will end up on top 3. to twist raw 
wool or cotton to form a thread 4. {of a spi¬ 
der) to make a web O The spider has spun a 
web between the two posts. (NOTE: spinning 
- spun /spAn/) ■ noun 1. the turning move¬ 
ment of a ball as it moves O He put so much 
spin on the ball that it bounced sideways. 2. 
the turning movement of a car out of control 
O He jammed on the brakes and the car went 
into a spin. □ in a flat spin in a complete 
state of confusion ( informal) 3. □ to put a 
spin on something to give something a spe¬ 
cial meaning ( informal ) o The PR people 
have tried to put a positive spin on the sales 
figures, t spin doctor 4. a short ride in a car 
O Let’s go for a spin in my new car. 
spinach /'spmid 3 / noun an annual plant 
grown for its green leaves eaten raw as salad 
or cooked as a vegetable (NOTE: no plural: 
some spinach; a spoonful of spinach) 
spinal /'spain(o)l/ noun referring to the 
spine O He suffered spinal injuries in the 
crash. 

spinal column /'spain(3)l .kolom/ noun 
same as spine 

spinal cord /'spain(9)l koid/ noun a part 
of the central nervous system which runs 
down the centre of the spine 
spinal nerves /'spain(3)l n3ivz/ plural 
noun nerves leading from the spinal cord 
spindle /'spind(9)l/ noun 1. a central pin 
round which something turns O The spindle 
in the wheel broke. 2. a pin used for twisting 
thread in a spinning machine O She was spin¬ 
ning wool, and winding it round a spindle. 3. 
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spindly 

a device which holds a disk in its central hole 
and spins it 

spindly /'spindli/ adj long, thin and weak. 
Antonym sturdy (NOTE: spindlier - 
spindliest) 

spin doctor /'spin .dokto/ noun a person 
who explains news in a way that makes it 
flattering to the person or organisation em¬ 
ploying him 

spine /spain/ noun 1. a series of bones 
linked together to form a flexible support 
from the base of the skull to the pelvis o He 
injured his spine playing rugby. Also called 
spinal column, backbone (NOTE: The 
bones in the spine are the vertebrae.) 2. a 
sharp part like a pin, on a plant, animal or 
fish O The porcupine has dangerous spines. 
O Did you know that lemon trees had spines? 
3. the back edge of a bound book, usually 
with the title printed on it O The title and the 
author’s name are printed on the front of the 
book and also on the spine. 
spine-chiller /'spain ,t Jila/ noun a film or 
story which makes you excited and very 
afraid. Synonym thriller 
spine-chilling /'spain .tjilir)/ adj which 
makes you excited and very afraid. Synonym 
bloodcurdling 

spineless /'spainlos/ adj 1. who is weak 
and cowardly O He’s so spineless - he should 
say what he thinks to the manager himself. 2. 
with no spine O Insects and molluscs are 
spineless. 

spinner /'spino/ noun 1. a person who 
spins thread 2. (in cricket) a bowler who 
spins the ball O The captain has taken off the 
fast bowlers and put on the spinners. 
spinoff /'spinof/ noun a useful thing which 
comes from a process, but is not the main 
aim of the process 

spin out /,spin 'aut/ verb to make some¬ 
thing last as long as possible 
spiny /'spaini/ adj covered with spines 
spiral /'spairol/ noun 1. a shape which is 
twisted round and round like a spring O He 
drew a spiral on the sheet of paper. 2. a thing 
which turns, getting higher or lower all the 
time O Smoke was rising in spirals from the 
top of the chimney. ■ adj which twists round 
and round O A spiral staircase leads to the 
top of the tower. ■ verb 1. to move up or 
down in a spiral O The firework spiralled up 
into the air. O The leaves dropped off the tree 
and spiralled down to the ground. 2. to move 
rapidly upwards O Prices of imported goods 
are spiralling. 

spiralling /'spaiorolir)/ adj rapidly increas¬ 
ing O spiralling inflation 
spire /'spaio/ noun a pointed top of a 
church tower 


spit 

(D spirit /'spirit/ noun 1. the mental attitude 
which controls how someone acts or re¬ 
sponds to other people O She has a great 
spirit of fun. O He had an independent spirit. 
2. energy and determination O I like her be¬ 
cause she has got such spirit. O She fought 
her case with great spirit. O A good salesman 
needs to have the spirit of competition. 3. the 
real intention of something O That’s not re¬ 
ally in keeping with the spirit of the agree¬ 
ment. □ to enter into the spirit of to take 
part in something with enthusiasm O The 
managing director entered into the spirit of 
the party. 4. the part of a person that is said to 
still exist after death 5. a ghost of someone 
dead O the spirits of the dead □ evil spirit an 
imaginary being which is believed to harm 
people 6. alcohol (NOTE: usually plural) ■ 
verb to remove someone or something with¬ 
out it being noticed O They spirited her away 
before the photographers could get to her. 
spirited /'spiritid/ adj very lively 
spirit level /'spirit ,lev(o)l/ noun a device 
for testing if something is level using a glass 
tube filled with liquid containing an air 
bubble 

spirits /'spirits/ plural noun 1. strong alco¬ 
holic drink like whisky or gin O The club is 
licensed to sell beers, wines and spirits. 2. 
mood O The news had an excellent effect on 
our spirits. O Their spirits sank when they 
realised they had no chance of winning. □ in 
high spirits in a very excited mood o She’s 
been in high spirits since she passed her test. 
spiritual /'spiritJuol/ adj referring to the 
spirit or the soul O to minister to someone’s 
spiritual needs O The church’s main task is 
to give spiritual advice and comfort to its 
members. Antonym physical 
spiritualism /'spiritJuo.lizCo)!!!/ noun the 
belief in the possibility of communication 
with people who have died 
spirituality /,spirit/u'aeliti/ noun being 
concerned with thought and beliefs, rather 
than with the body and the physical world 
spit /spit/ noun 1. a metal rod pushed 
through meat over a fire, which is turned so 
that the meat is evenly cooked O a 
spit-roasted lamb O They roasted pieces of 
lamb on spits. 2. a thin piece of land which 
goes out into the sea O The nature reserve is 
sited at the end of a spit of land. 3. the liquid 
which forms in your mouth (informal). Syn¬ 
onym saliva □ spit and polish strenuous 
cleaning (informal) □ the (dead) spit of an 
exact copy of ■ verb 1. to push liquid or food 
out of your mouth O He took a mouthful and 
immediately spat it out. 2. to send liquid out 
of the mouth to show contempt O He spat on 
or at the car as it drove away. 3. to rain a lit¬ 
tle O It isn ’t really raining - it’s just spitting. 
(NOTE: spitting - spat /spaet/) 
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spite 

(D spite /spait/ noun 1 . bad feeling o They 
sprayed his car with white paint out of spite. 
2. □ in spite of although something happened 
or was done O In spite of all his meetings, he 
still found time to ring his wife. O We all en¬ 
joyed ourselves, in spite of the awful weather. 
■ verb to annoy someone on purpose o He 
did it purely to spite his sister. 
spiteful /'spaitf(o)l/ adj full of nasty feel¬ 
ings against someone 

spitefully /'spaitf(o)li/ adv in a spiteful 
way 

spitting image /.spitig 'imid 3 / noun 
someone who looks exactly like someone 
else ( informal) o He’s the spitting image of 
his father. 

spittle /'spit(o)l/ noun liquid which forms 
in your mouth (old). Synonym saliva 
splash /splasJV noun 1. a sound when 
something falls into a liquid or when a liquid 
hits something hard O She fell into the pool 
with a loud splash. O Listen to the splash of 
the waves against the rocks. 2. a sudden 
show O The red flowers make a bright splash 
of colour in the front garden. 3. □ to make a 
splash to do something which attracts a lot of 
publicity ( informal) o His new show made a 
splash on Broadway. ■ verb 1 . (of liquid) to 
make a noise when something is dropped into 
it or when it hits something O I missed the 
ball and it splashed into the pool. O The rain 
splashed against the windows. 2. to make 
someone wet by sending liquid on to him O 
The car drove past through a puddle and 
splashed my trousers. 3. to move through 
water, making a noise O He splashed his way 
through the shallow water to the rocks. O The 
little children were splashing about in the 
paddling pool. 

splash out /.splasf 'aut/ verb to spend a 
lot of money at one time 
splatter /'splaeto/ verb to splash drops of 
liquid 

splay /splei/ verb to spread fingers or legs 
apart 

spleen /spliin/ noun 1. an organ in the top 
part of the abdominal cavity behind the stom¬ 
ach O The spleen cleans the blood and helps 
fight infection. 2. □ to vent your spleen on 
someone to get very angry with someone 
(formal) O He vented his spleen on his poor 
assistant. 

splendid /'splendid/ adj which impresses. 
Synonym magnificent 
splendidly /'splendidli/ adv in a splendid 
way. Synonym magnificently 
splendour /'splendo/ noun magnificence 
(NOTE: The US spelling is splendor.) 
splice /splais/ verb to join two pieces of 
rope or film together 


splutter 

splint /splint/ noun a stiff bar tied to a bro¬ 
ken part of the body to prevent the bone from 
moving 

splinter /'splinto/ noun a tiny thin piece of 
wood or metal which gets under the skin and 
irritates, causing infection O I got a splinter 
in my finger from cutting wood. O Can you 
try ; and get this splinter out of my thumb for 
me? ■ verb to split into thin pointed pieces o 
The wooden door splintered as the firemen 
hit it with hammers and axes. 
splinter group /'splints gruip/ noun a 
group of people who have separated from a 
main group O The protesters are from a 
splinter group which broke away from the 
party some years ago. 

(2) split /split/ verb 1. to divide something 
into parts O He split the log into small pieces 
with an axe. □ to split the difference to 
agree on a figure which is half way between 
two figures suggested o You are offering £20 
and he wants £40, so why don’t you split the 
difference and settle on £30? 2. to divide or 
to come apart O My trousers were too tight - 
they split when I bent down. O After they lost 
the election, the party split into various fac¬ 
tions. ■ noun 1 . a division O They are trying 
to hide the split between the two factions of 
the party. 2. □ to do the splits to put yourself 
on the floor, with your legs spread in oppo¬ 
site directions ■ adj which has been broken 
in half □ to have a split personality a mental 
condition where you react from time to time 
in two totally different and opposing ways 
split ends /split 'endz/ plural noun a hair 
problem, when the end of each hair splits into 
different strands 

split infinitive /split in'finitiv/ noun a 
supposed mistake in English, where it is con¬ 
sidered wrong to put another word between 
the ‘to’ and the rest of the verb 
split-level /.split 'lev(o)l/ adj with some 
rooms on different floors to others 
split peas /split 'piiz/ plural noun dried 
peas split in half 

split second /split 'sekond/ noun a very 
short space of time. Synonym instant □ for 
a split second for a very short moment O For 
a split second he didn’t move. □ in a split 
second very rapidly O Everything happened 
in a split second. 

splitting /'split irj/ adj □ a splitting head¬ 
ache a very bad headache 
split up /.split 'ap/ verb 1. to divide o We 
must try to split up the class into groups of 
three or four. 2. to start to live apart O They 
had a row and split up. 
splutter /'spLvto/ verb 1. to speak rapidly, 
using very short phrases, especially when an¬ 
gry O ‘what, what, what ...do you mean by 
that? ’ he spluttered in fury. 2. to make a hiss- 
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spoil 

ing sound O The wet logs were spluttering on 
the fire. 

(D spoil /spoil/ verb 1. to ruin something 
which was good O We had such bad weather 
that our camping holiday was spoilt. O Half 
the contents of the warehouse were spoiled 
by floodwater. □ to spoil your appetite to 
make you not want to eat O Don’t eat so 
many crisps - they ’ll spoil your appetite for 
lunch. 2. to be too kind to someone, espe¬ 
cially a child, so that he or she sometimes be¬ 
comes badly behaved O You’ll spoil that 
child if you always give in to him. O Grand¬ 
parents are allowed to spoil their grandchil¬ 
dren a little. 3. □ to be spoiling for a fight to 
be eager to get into a fight O The socialists 
were spoiling for a fight with the liberals. 4. 
to go bad O If we don’t eat this meat today it 
will spoil. (NOTE: spoiling - spoilt /spoilt/ 
or spoiled) 

spoils /spoilz/ plural noun 1. goods taken 
by soldiers from a defeated enemy O Their 
spoils filled several train wagons. Synonym 
booty 2. things bought o She came back 
from the jumble sale, laden with spoils. 
spoilsport /'spoilsport/ noun a person 
who spoils other people’s enjoyment. Syn¬ 
onym killjoy 

spoilt /spoilt/ adj (of a child) who has been 
treated in a way which is too kind, and so is 
badly behaved 

spoke /spouk/ noun a rod which connects 
the axle of a wheel to the rim o The wheel 
wobbles because one of the spokes is bent. ■ 

verb t speak 

spoken /'spoukon/ 1 > speak 
sponge /spAnd 3 / noun 1. a sea animal 
with a skeleton which is full of holes O 
Diving down into the Red Sea you could see 
sponges on the sea floor. 2. the dried soft 
skeleton of this sea animal, or a block of soft 
material full of small holes, which soaks up 
water and is used for washing O Real 
sponges are very expensive. O I use a large 
sponge to wash the car. □ to throw in the 
sponge to admit you have been beaten (infor¬ 
mal) O Don’t throw in the sponge so soon, 
you’ve got several other chances. 3. a soft 
material full of small holes used to make 
things like cushions O The sofa has sponge 
cushions. ■ verb to wipe clean with a sponge 
O He sponged the kitchen table. 
sponge bag /spAnd 3 bzeg/ noun a bag 
used to hold toiletries 

sponge cake /'spAnd 3 keik/ noun a light 
soft cake 

sponge on /'spAnd 3 Dn/, sponge off 

/'spAnd3 Df/ verb to live by begging for 
money from someone (informal) o He has no 
proper job and lives by sponging off his 
wife’s parents. 


spoon 

sponge pudding /spAnd 3 'pudig/ noun 
a light soft pudding 

sponger /'spAnd 3 o/ noun a person who 
does not work but asks for money from 
friends (informal) 

spongy /'spAnd 3 i/ adj soft and full of holes 
sponsor /'sponso/ noun 1. a person or 
company that pays to financially help a sport, 
an exhibition or a music festival, in return for 
the right to advertise at sporting events, on 
sports clothes or programmes O The com¬ 
pany is the sponsor for premier division foot¬ 
ball. 2. company which pays part of the cost 
of making a TV or radio programme by ad¬ 
vertising on the programme 3. a person who 
pays money to a charity when someone else 
walks, swims, or runs a certain distance O 
He’s taking part in the school cross-country 
and wants sponsors. 4. a person who takes 
responsibility for someone O She acted as his 
sponsor when he applied for membership of 
the club. ■ verb 1. to be a sponsor o The 
company has sponsored the football match. O 
Will you sponsor me if I apply to join the 
club? O I sponsored her to take part in a 
marathon for charity. 2. to be the god-parent 
of a child and promise to help the child to 
lead a Christian life 

sponsored /'sponsod/ adj which has been 
sponsored by people or an organisation 
® sponsorship /'sponsojip/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of sponsoring 

spontaneity /.sponto'neiiti/ noun behav¬ 
ing in a natural way. Antonym constraint 
spontaneous /spmTteinios/ adj which 
happens of its own accord, which is not 
forced or prepared in advance. Synonym 
impulsive 

spontaneously /sponheiniosli/ adv in a 
spontaneous way 

spoof /spuif/ noun an amusing imitation to 
trick someone 

spook /spuik/ noun (informal) 1. a ghost o 
a TV cartoon about spooks who haunted an 
office block 2. a spy O The spooks planted 
bugs in the ambassador’s car. 
spooky /'spuiki/ adj frightening and which 
makes you think there may be ghosts around 
(informal) (NOTE: spookier - spookiest) 
spool /spuil/ noun a cylinder round which 
you wind something 

® spoon /spurn/ noun 1. a utensil with a 
handle at one end and a small bowl at the 
other, used for eating liquids and soft food, or 
for stirring food which is being cooked O Use 
a spoon to eat your pudding. O We need a big 
spoon to serve the soup. 2. an amount held in 
a spoon o Add two spoons of sugar. ■ verb 
to move something with a spoon O She 
spooned jam onto her plate. O They were 
spooning soup out into each bowl. 
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spoon-feed 

spoon-feed /'spurn fi:d/ verb 1. to give 
someone food with a spoon 2. to teach stu¬ 
dents by giving them answers to questions 
and not allowing them to work by themselves 
3. to provide everything for people so that 
they need do nothing to help themselves 
spoonful /'spuinful/ noun an amount 
which a spoon can hold 
sporadic /spo'raedik/ adj which happens at 
irregular intervals 

spore /spo:/ noun a reproductive body of 
some plants and bacteria 
3) sport /spo:t/ noun a game or games in¬ 
volving physical activity and competition O 
Do you like watching sport on TV? O The 
world of sport is mourning the death of the 
racing driver. O The only sport I play is ten¬ 
nis. O She doesn’t play any sport at all. □ 
good sport a person who doesn’t mind being 
teased O He’s a good sport. ■ verb to wear 
something proudly ( informal) o He was 
sporting a red and orange tie. 
sporting /’spoitir)/ adj 1. referring to sport 
O a big sporting weekend on TV, with tennis 
matches, the World Cup and a golf tourna¬ 
ment 2. pleasant and willing to help, espe¬ 
cially when playing a sport O He’s a very 
sporting chap. 

sporting chance /.spoitig 'tjains/ noun 
a quite good chance that something will 
happen 

sportingly /'spoitiqli/ adv in a pleasant 
and helpful way 

sportive /'spoitiv/ adj liking to play. Syn¬ 
onym playful 

sports car /'spoits ka:/ noun a fast open 
car 

sports centre /'spoits ,sento/ noun a 
place where several different sports can be 
played 

sportsman /'spoitsmon/ noun a man who 
plays a sport (NOTE: The plural is sports¬ 
men.) 

sportsmanlike /'spoitsmonlaik/ adj fair 
and polite 

sportsmanship /'spoitsmonjip/ noun 
fair and polite behaviour when playing sport 
sportswear /'spoitsweo/ noun clothes 
worn to play sport (NOTE: no plural) 
sportswoman /'spoits.wumon/ noun a 
woman who plays a sport (NOTE: The plural 
is sportswomen.) 

sporty /'spoiti/ adj interested in sport and 
enjoying sport 

® spot /spot/ noun 1. a particular place o 
This is the exact spot where Anne Boleyn was 
executed. □ on the spot at a particular place 
where something happens O I happened to be 
on the spot when the incident took place. O 
We had twenty policemen on the spot to make 
sure there was no trouble. 2. a coloured 


sprawl 

mark, usually round O Her dress has a pat¬ 
tern of white and red spots. O He wore a blue 
tie with white spots. □ to knock spots off 
someone to be easily better than someone 
(informal) O She sang a little song which 
knocked spots off all the others. 3. a small 
round mark or pimple on the skin O She sud¬ 
denly came out in spots after eating fish. 4. a 
small amount ( informal ) o Would you like a 
spot of lunch? O We had a spot of luck. O 
He’s had a spot of bother with the tax author¬ 
ities. 5. a short period in a TV or radio 
programme O She had a spot on the breakfast 
news programme. 6. same as spotlight ■ 
verb to notice o The teacher didn’t spot the 
mistake. O We spotted him in the crowd. 
(NOTE: spotting - spotted) 
spot check /'spot tjek/ noun a check 
made suddenly and at random. Synonym 
inspection 

spotless /'spDtlos/ adj very clean 
spotlight /'spotlait/ noun 1 . a bright light 
which shines on one small area O She stood 
in the spotlights on the stage. 2. □ to turn 
the spotlight on something to draw attention 
to something O The TV programme turns the 
spotlight on the plight of refugees. ■ verb to 
draw attention to something clearly O We 
want to spotlight the dangers of riding bicy¬ 
cles without lights. Synonym highlight 
spot-on /spot 'Dn/ adj absolutely correct 
( informal ) o His analysis of the situation was 
spot-on. 

spotted /'spotid/ adj covered with spots 
spotty /'spDti/ adj covered with pimples 
(NOTE: spottier - spottiest) 
spouse /spaus/ noun a husband or wife 
spout /spaut/ noun 1 . a tube which projects 
out of a container, shaped specially for pour¬ 
ing liquid O You fill the kettle through the 
spout. O Cut here and pull out to form a 
spout. 2. a tube for sending rainwater away 
from the wall of a building O Water was 
gushing out of the spout. 3. □ up the spout 
lost or ruined ( informal) ■ verb 1. to come 
out like a jet of water O Blood spouted out of 
his neck. 2. spout, spout on to go on speak¬ 
ing about something too much ( informal ) O 
She was spouting on about women's rights. 
sprain /sprein/ noun a condition where the 
ligaments in a joint are tom because of a sud¬ 
den movement O He is walking with a stick 
because of an ankle sprain. ■ verb to tear the 
ligaments in a joint such as an ankle O He 
sprained his ankle jumping over the fence. 
sprang /sprang/ 1 > spring 
sprawl /sproil/ verb 1 . to lie with your arms 
and legs spread out O He sprawled in his 
armchair and turned on the TV. O The boy on 
the bike hit her and sent her sprawling. 2. to 
spread out in an irregular way O The housing 
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spray 

estates sprawl across the farmland to the east 
of the town. 

<S> spray /sprei/ noun 1. a mass of tiny 
drops of liquid O The waves crashed against 
the sea wall sending spray over the road. O 
An aerosol sends out a liquid in a fine spray. 
O She uses a nasal spray to clear her catarrh. 
2. a little branch of a plant with flowers on it 
O The room was decorated with sprays of li¬ 
lac. ■ verb to send out liquid in fine drops o 
He sprayed water all over the patio with the 
hose. O They sprayed the room with 
disinfectant. 

(D spread /spred/ verb 1. to arrange over a 
wide area O Spread the paper flat on the ta¬ 
ble. 2. to move over a wide area O The fire 
started in the top floor and soon spread to the 
roof. O The cholera epidemic has spread to 
the main towns. 3. to cover with a layer of 
something O She spread a white cloth over 
the table. O He was spreading butter on a 
piece of bread. 4. □ to spread payments 
over several months to make payments over 
several months, not all at once ■ noun 1. the 
action of moving over a wide area O Doctors 
are trying to check the spread of the disease. 
2. a range O There is a wide spread of abili¬ 
ties in the class. O She has a wide spread of 
interests. 3. an attractive mass of food O You 
should have seen the spread at her wedding 
reception! 4. a soft paste of meat, fish or 
cheese O As snacks, they offered us water 
biscuits with cheese spread. 
spreadeagled /'sprediig(s)ld/ adj lying 
flat with arms and legs stretched out 
spread out /,spred 'aut/ verb 1 . to arrange 
things over a wide area O She spread out the 
clothes on her bed. O He spread out the plans 
on the MD ’s desk. 2. to move away from oth¬ 
ers over a wide area O The rioters spread out 
across the square. O The policemen spread 
out to search the woods. 
spreadsheet /'spredjiit/ noun 1. a com¬ 
puter program which allows calculations to 
be done in columns of figures O You can use 
a spreadsheet to do your household accounts. 
2. a printout of columns of figures on wide 
computer stationery 

spree /spri:/ noun a short time of doing 
something enjoyable. Synonym jaunt □ to 
go on a spending or shopping spree to have 
a happy time spending money 
sprig /sprig/ noun a little branch 
sprightly /'spraitli/ adj lively and ener¬ 
getic. Antonym lethargic (NOTE: spright- 
lier - sprightliest) 

<D spring /sprig/ noun 1. the season of the 
year between winter and summer O In spring 
all the trees start to grow new leaves. O We 
always go to Greece in the spring. O They 
started work last spring or in the spring of 
last year and they still haven’t finished. 2. a 


sprinter 

wire which is twisted round and round and 
which goes back to its original shape after 
you have pulled it or pushed it O The mat¬ 
tress is so old the springs have burst through 
the cover. O There’s a spring to keep the 
door shut. 3. a strong coil or disc of special 
metal which absorbs energy and allows a ve¬ 
hicle to travel smoothly over uneven surfaces 
O The springs in the car are starting to 
squeak. 4. a place where a stream of water 
rushes out of the ground O The town of Bath 
was built in Roman times around hot springs. 
5. a quick jump into the air O A little spring 
and he had reached the window sill. ■ verb 
to move suddenly O Everyone sprang to life 
when the officer shouted. O The door sprang 
open without anyone touching it. □ to spring 
from to come suddenly from O Where on 
earth did you spring from? 
springboard /'sprigboid/ noun 1. a long 
flexible board used to dive or jump off 2. a 
thing used to help you start something O He 
bought a small company and used it as a 
springboard to enter the US market. 
springbok /'sprigbok/ noun a type of 
small deer found in Africa 
Springboks /'sprigbDks/ plural noun the 
South African international rugby team 
spring-clean /.sprig 'kliin/ verb to clean 
a house thoroughly o It took me a week to 
spring-clean the house. ■ noun the action of 
cleaning a house thoroughly O The house 
needs a complete spring-clean. 
spring onion /sprig Anjon/ noun a very 
small onion with long green leaves, used in 
salads and in cooking (NOTE: The US term is 
scallions.) 

spring roll /sprig 'rsul/ noun a Chinese 
snack, made of vegetables or fish rolled in a 
light pancake and fried 
springtime /'sprigtaim/ noun the time of 
year when it is spring. Synonym spring 
springy /'sprigi/ adj 1. □ springy step 
quick, light and flexible step O She walked 
with a springy step into the room. 2. which is 
very soft to walk on O We walked across the 
springy lawn. (NOTE: springier - 
springiest) 

sprinkle /'sprigksl/ verb to scatter around 
sprinkler /'sprigkb/ noun a device for 
sprinkling water 

sprinkling /'sprigklig/ noun a small or 
thin scattering 

sprint /sprint/ noun a fast run, especially at 
the end of a race O He must save some energy 
for the final sprint. ■ verb to run very fast 
over a short distance O I had to sprint to 
catch the bus. O She sprinted down the track. 
sprinter /'sprints/ noun a runner who runs 
in sprint races 
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sprout 

sprout /spraut/ noun a new shoot of a plant 
O The vine is covered with new sprouts. ■ 
verb to produce new shoots o Throw those 
old potatoes away, they ’re starting to sprout. 
O The bush had begun to sprout fresh green 
leaves. 

spruce /spruis/ noun a softwood tree 
growing in cold forests O a forest of spruce 
(NOTE: The plural is spruce or sometimes 
spruces.) ■ adj smart and clean o She looks 
spruce and elegant in her new uniform. Ant¬ 
onym scruffy ■ verb □ to spruce yourself 
up to make yourself neat and tidy O The sol¬ 
diers spruced themselves up before the gen¬ 
eral arrived. 

sprung /sprAr)/i> spring 
spry /sprai/ adj agile and lively 
spud /spAd/ noun a potato ( informal) 
spun /spAn/i) spin 

spur /sp3:/ noun 1. a sharp metal point at¬ 
tached to the heel of a rider’s boot which jabs 
the horse to make it go faster o The cowboy 
put on his spurs and went to saddle up his 
horse. 2. □ to win your spurs to show your 
qualities for the first time O It’s a chance for 
this young player to win his spurs at interna¬ 
tional level. 3. a thing which stimulates O 
The letter from the university was the spur 
that encouraged him to work harder. 4. □ on 
the spur of the moment without being 
planned in advance O We decided on the spur 
of the moment to go to France. 5. a hill which 
leads from a higher mountain O The hill we 
climbed was a spur of the Rockies. 6. a minor 
road or railway line leading off a main one O 
A spur runs off from the road to the power 
station. ■ verb to urge someone on o The 
runners were spurred on by the shouts of the 
crowd. (NOTE: spurring - spurred) 
spurious /'spjuorios/ adj not based on 
facts. Synonym false 

spurn /sp3in/ verb to reject an offer 
scornfully 

spurt /sp3:t/ noun 1. a strong jet of liquid o 
They tried to block the spurts of water com¬ 
ing out of the pipe. 2. a sudden sudden effort 
O He put on a spurt and won the race. ■ verb 
1 . □ to spurt out to come out in a strong jet 
O Oil spurted out of the burst pipe. 2. to run 
fast suddenly O He spurted past two runners 
and came in first. 

sputter /'spAto/ verb to send out sparks or 
small drops 

spy /spai/ noun a person who is paid to try 
to find out secret information about the en¬ 
emy or a rival group O He was executed as a 
Russian spy. Synonym secret agent (NOTE: 
The plural is spies.) ■ verb to work as a spy 
□ to spy on someone to watch someone in 
secret, to find out what they are planning to 
do O We discovered that our neighbours had 
been spying on us. □ to spy for someone to 


find out secret information and pass it back to 
someone O He was accused of spying for the 
Americans. 

spyhole /'spai.houl/ noun a small hole in a 
door for looking through to see who is there 
spying /'spaur)/ noun the activity of trying 
to find out information secretly 
sq. abbr square 

squabble /'skwDb(o)l/ noun an argument, 
especially about something unimportant O 
He got involved in a squabble between the 
taxi drivers over whose taxi he would take. ■ 
verb to argue O They spent the whole evening 
squabbling over money. 

(D squad /skwDd/ noun 1. a small group of 
soldiers who perform duties together O Cor¬ 
poral, take your squad and guard the prison¬ 
ers. 2. a department in the police service O 
He's the head of the drugs squad. O She’s in¬ 
vestigating on behalf of the fraud squad. 3. a 
group of players from whom a sports team 
will be chosen O The England squad for the 
World Cup has been selected. 
squad car /'skwod ka:/ noun a police car 
on patrol duty 

(D squadron /'skwodron/ noun a group of 
aircraft or of naval ships 
squalid /'skwDlid/ arty unpleasant or dirty 
squall /skwoil/ noun a sudden gust of wind 
O A sudden squall capsized the boat. ■ verb 
to cry loudly O She came with her three 
squalling children. 

squalor /'skwolo/ noun dirty conditions or 
surroundings 

squander /'skwDndo/ verb to waste 
money, energy or opportunity 
(i) square /skweo/ noun 1. a shape with 
four equal sides and four right-angled comers 
O A chessboard is made up of black and 
white squares. O Graph paper is drawn with 
a series of small squares. □ back to square 
one to start again from the point you origi¬ 
nally started from ( informal ) o The test plane 
crashed, so it’s back to square one again. 2. 
an open space in a town, with big buildings 
all round O The hotel is in the main square of 
the town, opposite the town hall. O Red 
Square is in the middle of Moscow. 3. (in 
mathematics) the result when a number is 
multiplied by itself O 9 is the square of 3. ■ 
arty 1. shaped like a square, with four equal 
sides and four right-angled comers O You 
can’t fit six people round a small square ta¬ 
ble. O An A4 piece of paper isn ’t square. □ a 
square peg in a round hole someone whose 
character does not allow them to fit easily 
into a particular situation 2. making a 90° an¬ 
gle O There’s not one corner in the room that 
is square. 3. honest and fair O Are you being 
square with me? □ square deal honest treat¬ 
ment in business O They didn’t get a square 
deal from the tax office. □ we’re all square 


square brackets 

we do not owe each other anything ( informal ) 
4. multiplied by itself □ square metre (in 
mathematics) the area of one metre multi¬ 
plied by one metre ■ verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing square 2. to pay someone what is owed 
or to pay someone a bribe O They had to 
square a couple of local officials before the 
deal went through. 3. □ to square it with 
someone to see that someone gives approval 
(informal ) o Let me deal with it - I’ll square 
it with the inspector. 4. (in mathematics) to 
multiply a number by itself O 3 squared is 9. 
square brackets /skweo 'braskits/ plural 
noun printing symbols [ ] used to enclose 
certain types of text 

square dance /'skweo dains/ noun a 
form of North American country dance, 
where sets of four couples dance forming a 
square 

square dancing /'skwes .dainsir)/ noun 
the activity of doing a square dance 
squarely /'skweoli/ adv in a direct and 
straightforward way O He looked her 
squarely in the face. □ fairly and squarely 
directly, without any mistakes O They put the 
blame fairly and squarely on the bank. 
square meal /skweo 'mill/ noun a large 
meal. Antonym snack 
square root /skweo 'ru:t/ noun a number 
which, multiplied by itself, will produce a 
particular number O 3 is the square root of 9. 
square yard /skweo 1 ja:d/ noun a mea¬ 
surement of area that is one yard long on 
each side 

squash /skwoJV verb to crush, to squeeze 
O Hundreds of commuters were squashed 
into the train. O He sat on my hat and 
squashed it flat. ■ noun 1. a situation where 
a lot of people are crowded in a small space 
O It’s rather a squash with twenty people in 
the room. 2. a drink made of concentrated 
fruit juice to which water is added O a glass 
of orange squash 3. a large vegetable similar 
to a marrow or pumpkin 4. a fast game for 
two players played in an enclosed court, with 
a small, squashy rubber ball and light, 
long-handled rackets O He plays squash to 
unwind after a day at the office. O Let’s play 
a game of squash. (NOTE: no plural) 
squash court /'skwDj' koit/ noun a court 
for playing squash 

squash racket /skwoj 'raekit/ noun a 
racket for playing squash 
squashy /'skwoj’i/ adj soft and easily 
flattened 

® squat /skwDt/ verb 1. to crouch down, 
sitting on your heels O She squatted on the 
floor, trying to get the stains out of the car¬ 
pet. 2. to occupy an empty unused house be¬ 
longing to another person, without 
permission and without paying rent O She 
squatted for a time with other students from 


squeeze 

the college. (NOTE: squatting - squatted) 

■ adj short and thick O A squat lady in her 
sixties sat next to me on the bus. O The table 
looks too squat and doesn’t fit in here. Ant¬ 
onym slender (NOTE: squatter - 
squattest) ■ noun an empty house which 
people occupy illegally O The police raided 
the student squat. 

squatter /'skwoto/ noun a person who 
squats in someone else’s property or illegally 
on waste ground 

squawk /skwoik/ noun a short harsh cry of 
a bird O There was a sudden squawk from the 
bushes, and a very angry pheasant ran out. ■ 
verb to make short harsh cries o The eagle 
brought back some food for her squawking 
chicks. 

squeak /skwiik/ noun a little high-pitched 
noise like that of a mouse or a rusty hinge O 
You can tell when someone comes into the 
garden by the squeak of the gate. □ narrow 
squeak a near miss, a narrow escape (infor¬ 
mal) O We had a narrow squeak when a 
lorry just missed crashing into our car. ■ 
verb to make a squeak O That door squeaks - 
the hinges need oiling. 

squeaky /'skwiiki/ adj which squeaks O 
He spoke in a little squeaky voice. O These 
squeaky hinges need oiling. 
squeaky clean /,skwi:ki 'kliin/ noun 1. 
extremely clean O All the work surfaces have 
to be squeaky clean. 2. morally pure O The 
minister’s squeaky clean image has been tar¬ 
nished by the scandal. 

squeal /skwiil/ noun a loud high-pitched 
noise O Angry squeals came from the pigsty. 
O The children let out squeals of delight 
when they saw the presents under the Christ¬ 
mas tree. O The car turned the corner with a 
squeal of tyres. ■ verb 1. to make a loud 
high-pitched noise O She squealed when she 
heard she had won first prize. O As the car 
turned the corner its tyres squealed. 2. to 
give the police information about someone 
(informal) o He squealed on his partners. 
squeamish /'skwiimiJV adj likely to be 
upset by nasty things 

(D squeeze /skwiiz/ noun 1. the act of 
pressing or crushing O I gave her hand a 
squeeze. 2. a situation where there is very lit¬ 
tle space to get into or through O You can get 
through the hole, but it’s a tight squeeze. 3. 
an amount pushed out O He put a squeeze of 
toothpaste on his brush. □ a squeeze of 
lemon a few drops of lemon juice ■ verb 1. 
to press on something or to press or crush 
something like a fruit or a tube to get some¬ 
thing out of it O She squeezed my arm gently. 
O He squeezed an orange to get the juice. O 
She squeezed some toothpaste out onto her 
brush. 2. to force into a small space O You 
can’t squeeze six people into that little car. O 
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squelch 

More people tried to squeeze on the train 
even though it was full already. O The cat 
managed to squeeze through the window. 
squelch /skweltj/ noun a noise similar to 
that made when walking in a wet sticky sub¬ 
stance ■ verb to make a wet sucking noise O 
He squelched through the mud. 
squid /skwid/ noun a sea animal with eight 
long arms or tentacles, smaller than an octo¬ 
pus (NOTE: The plural is squid.) 
squiggle /'skwig(o)l/ noun a curvy, irreg¬ 
ular line or mark 

squint /skwint/ noun 1. a state where your 
two eyes look in different directions o He 
has a noticeable squint. 2. a look or glance O 
Let’s have a squint at that letter. ■ verb 1. to 
have eyes which look in different directions 
O He squints badly, which makes it difficult 
to know who he is looking at. 2. to half-close 
your eyes to look at a something o He 
squinted through the keyhole but couldn ’t see 
anything. 

squirm /skw3im/ verb 1. to wriggle about 
2. to feel very embarrassed □ it makes me 
squirm it makes me very embarrassed 
squirrel /'skwiral/ noun a small red or grey 
wild animal with a large bushy tail which 
lives in trees and eats nuts O The squirrel sat 
up on a branch nibbling a nut. O Squirrels 
hoard nuts for the winter. ■ verb squirrel, 
squirrel away to keep something safely so 
that you can use it later 
squirt /skw3it/ noun 1. a thin jet of liquid 
O Just put a squirt of washing-up liquid in 
the bowl. 2. an annoying or small unpleasant 
person ( insult ) O That little squirt - you can 
beat him at tennis any day! ■ verb to send 
out a thin jet of liquid O Don’t squirt so much 
washing-up liquid into the bowl. O She 
squeezed the tube hard and masses of tooth¬ 
paste squirted out. Synonym spurt 
squish /skwiJV verb to press, squeeze or 
crush something soft ( informal) 
squishy /'skwiji/ adj soft, squashy and wet 
( informal ) 

SSh /J/ interj another spelling of sh 
(D Stab /staeb/ noun a deep wound made by 
the point of a knife O He died of stab 
wounds. □ stab in the back an attack by 
someone who is thought to be loyal O His 
speech was a stab in the back for the party 
leader. ■ verb to wound by jabbing with a 
sharp knife O He was stabbed in the chest. □ 
to stab someone in the back to do some¬ 
thing nasty to someone who thinks you are 
his friend O She was stabbed in the back by 
people who owed their success to her. 
Stabbing /'staebir)/ adj referring to pain 
which comes in a series of short sharp 
feelings O He had stabbing pains in his chest. 
■ noun an attack where someone is stabbed 


staff 

O The stabbing of the young nurse shocked 
everyone. 

stabilise /'steibslaiz/, stabilize verb 1. to 

make firm O We need more weight on this 
side of the boat to stabilise it. O The United 
Nations is sending in troops to try to stabilise 
the situation. 2. to become steady O prices 
have stabilised 

(D Stability /sta'biliti/ noun being stable or 
steady. Antonym instability 
stabiliser /'steibilaiza/, stabilizer noun 
1. small wheels attached to a child’s bike to 
stop it falling over O She says she can ride 
without stabilisers now. 2. a piece put on the 
hull of a ship to prevent it from rolling O The 
crossing is much smoother in a ship fitted 
with stabilisers. 3. an artificial substance 
added to processed food to stop a mixture 
from changing 

(D Stable /'steib(9)l/ adj 1. steady and 
which does not shake O The ladder is not 
very stable, will you hold it for me? O Put a 
book under one leg of the desk to keep it sta¬ 
ble. Antonym unstable 2. which does not 
change O The hospital said his condition was 
stable. Antonym unstable 3. (in chemistry) 
referring to a compound which does not 
change or decompose easily ■ noun a build¬ 
ing for keeping a horse O My horse is not in 
his stable, who’s riding him? 

Stables /'steib(9)lz/ plural noun a place 
where horses are kept for breeding or racing 
Stack /stcek/ noun a pile or heap of things 
one on top of the other O a stack of books and 
papers □ a stack of, stacks of lots of (infor¬ 
mal) O I’ve got a stack of things to do today. 
O You can charge the tourists what you like - 
they ve got stacks of money. ■ verb 1. to pile 
things on top of each other O The skis are 
stacked outside the chalet. O She stacked up 
the dirty plates. O The warehouse is stacked 
with boxes. 2. (of aircraft) to circle round 
waiting in turn for permission to land at a 
busy airport O We have had aircraft stacking 
for over fifteen minutes on busy days. 

(D Stadium /'steidism/ noun a large build¬ 
ing for sport, with seating arranged around a 
sports field (NOTE: The plural is stadiums 
or stadia.) 

(I) Staff /sta:f/ noun 1. all the people who 
work in a company, school, college, or other 
organisation O She’s on the school staff. O 
Only staff can use this lift. O A quarter of our 
staff are ill. O That firm pays its staff very 
badly. O He joined the staff last Monday. O 
Three members of staff are away sick. (NOTE: 
staff refers to a group of people and so is 
often followed by a verb in the plural.) □ 
clerical staff, office staff people who work 
in offices □ staff appraisal a report on how 
well a member of staff is working □ staff 
turnover the changes in staff in an organisa- 
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staffer 

tion, with some leaving and new people com¬ 
ing 2. a long stick O They attacked the 
beggars and beat them with staffs. 3. a set of 
five lines on which music is written. Also 
called stave ■ verb to provide workers for 
an organisation O They are planning to staff 
the bar with part-timers. O The shop is 
staffed by idiots. 

Staffer /'staifo/ noun US a member of the 
permanent staff ( informal) 

Staffing /'stcufir)/ noun the process of pro¬ 
viding workers for an organisation □ staffing 
levels the number of members of staff re¬ 
quired in a department for it to work 
efficiently 

Staff room /'staif ru:m/ noun a room for 
teachers in a school 

Stag /staeg/ noun 1. an adult male deer o 
Don't approach the stags in the autumn - 
they can be very dangerous. (NOTE: Female 
deer are does.) 2. a person who buys a new 
issue of shares and sells them immediately to 
make a profit ■ verb □ to stag an issue to 
buy a new issue of shares not as an invest¬ 
ment, but to sell immediately at a profit 
<D Stage /steid 3 / noun 1. a raised floor, es¬ 
pecially where the actors perform in a theatre 
O The pop group came onto the stage and 
started to sing. 2. □ the stage the profession 
of actor O She is planning to go on the stage. 
O He has chosen the stage as a career. 3. one 
of several points of development o The first 
stage in the process is to grind the ore to 
powder. O the different stages of a produc¬ 
tion process □ the contract is still in the 
drafting stage the contract is still being 
drafted □ in stages in different steps o The 
company has agreed to repay the loan in 
stages. 4. a section of a long journey O Stage 
one of the tour takes us from Paris to Bor¬ 
deaux. □ in easy stages not doing anything 
very difficult O We did the walk in easy 
stages. O The tour will cross India by easy 
stages. 5. each of the parts of a rocket ■ verb 

1. to put on or arrange a play, a show, a musi¬ 
cal or other performance or event O The exhi¬ 
bition is being staged in the college library. 

2. to do or make something □ to stage a re¬ 
covery to recover O She has staged a re¬ 
markable recovery after her accident. 
stagecoach /'steid 3 koutJV noun (in the 
18th and 19th centuries) a horse-drawn pas¬ 
senger coach which used to run regularly 
along certain routes 

stage direction /'steid 3 dai.rekjon/ 
noun a note in the script of a play showing 
what the actors have to do 
stage fright /'steid 3 frait/ noun nervous¬ 
ness which actors feel before going onto the 
stage 

stage-manage /steid 3 'masnids/ verb 1. 
to arrange something carefully so that it ap¬ 


stained glass 

pears natural or easy 2. (in the theatre) to 
organise a performance 

stage manager /steid 3 'maemd39/ noun 
a person who organises a performance of a 
play, opera or other performance 
stage whisper /steid 3 'wisps/ noun a 
loud whisper which everyone can hear 
Stagger /'stasgo/ verb 1. to walk un¬ 
steadily, almost falling down O She managed 
to stagger across the road and into the police 
station. O Three men staggered out of the 
pub. 2. to surprise someone enormously O I 
was staggered at the amount they charge for 
service. 3. to arrange something such as holi¬ 
days or working hours, so that they do not all 
begin and end at the same time O We have to 
stagger the lunch hour so that there is always 
someone on the switchboard. ■ noun an un¬ 
steady movement when someone walks O He 
walked with a noticeable stagger. 
staggered /'stsegod/ adj 1. shocked or 
very surprised at something 2. not in a con¬ 
secutive sequence or in a straight line 
Staggering /’staegorir)/ adj very surpris¬ 
ing. Synonym astounding 
stagnant /'stsegnont/ adj 1. (of water) 
which does not flow, which is not pure 
enough to drink O The marsh was full of 
stagnant pools of brown water. O Mosquitoes 
breed in stagnant water. 2. (of business) not 
active, not increasing O Turnover was stag¬ 
nant for the first half of the year. O There is a 
danger of the economy becoming stagnant. 
Stagnate /staeg'neit/ verb not to increase, 
not to make progress 

Staid /steid/ adj serious and solemn. Syn¬ 
onym sedate. Antonym exciting 
<D Stain /stein/ noun 1. a mark which is dif¬ 
ficult to remove, such as ink or blood o It is 
difficult to remove coffee stains from the ta¬ 
blecloth. O There was a round stain on the 
table where he had put his wine glass. 2. a 
liquid paint used to give a different colour to 
wood O We bought some dark green stain for 
the furniture in the conservatory. ■ verb 1. to 
make a mark of a different colour on some¬ 
thing O If you eat those blueberries they will 
stain your teeth. O The tablecloth was stained 
with strawberry jam. O His shirt was stained 
with blood. 2. to colour something with a 
stain; to put a stain on a surface O The door 
will be stained light brown. 

Stained /steind/ adj coloured with a liquid 
O He went to change his stained shirt. ■ suf¬ 
fix which has been coloured with a liquid O 
his ink-stained fingers O her blood-stained 
clothes 

stained glass /.steind 'glais/ noun glass 
which has been coloured, used for making 
church windows 
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stainless steel 

stainless steel /.steinlos 'still/ noun a 
type of steel with a high percentage of chro¬ 
mium in it, which makes it less likely to rust 
© Stair /steo/ noun one step in a series of 
steps, going up or down inside a building O 
He was sitting on the bottom stair, i) stairs 
Staircase /'steokeis/ noun a set of stairs 
which go from one floor in a building to 
another 

(D Stairs /steoz/ plural noun steps which go 
up or down inside a building. Synonym 

staircase 

Stairway /'steowei/ noun a set of stairs 
which go from one floor inside or outside a 
building to another. Synonym staircase 
® Stake /steik/ noun 1. a strong pointed 
piece of wood or metal, pushed into the 
ground to mark something, or to hold some¬ 
thing up O They hammered stakes into the 
ground to put up a wire fence. O The apple 
trees are attached to stakes. 2. money which 
has been bet or invested o With a £5 stake he 
won £100. □ the stakes are high a lot of 
money could be won or lost □ he has a stake 
in the company he has invested money in 
the company □ at stake which may be lost if 
what you do fails O You must reply to the al¬ 
legations in the paper, the reputation of the 
family is at stake! ■ verb 1. to put sticks in 
the ground to mark an area O We staked out 
the area where the riding events were to take 
place. □ to stake your claim to something 
to say in public that you have the right to own 
something O As soon as we arrived at the ho¬ 
tel she staked her claim to the only room with 
a view of the sea. 2. to risk something O He 
staked his reputation on the libel action. O 
I’d stake my life on it, he’s not guilty. O They 
had staked everything on the success of this 
product. □ to stake money on something to 
risk or bet money on something O She staked 
£10,000 on a throw of the dice. 
stakeholder /'steikhouldo/ noun a person 
who has a stake in a business, such as a 
shareholder, an employee or a supplier, etc. 
stalactite /'staeloktait/ noun a long 
pointed growth of mineral from the ceiling of 
a cave, formed by the continuous dripping of 
water which is rich in minerals 
stalagmite /'staslogmait/ noun a long 
pointed growth of mineral growing from the 
floor of a cave, formed by the continuous 
dripping of water from the end of a stalactite 
Stale /steil/ adj old and unusable, no longer 
fresh (NOTE: staler - stalest) 
stalemate /'steilmeit/ noun 1. (in chess) 
a situation where neither player can make 
any move permitted by the rules, and so no 
one wins 2. a situation where neither side 
will compromise O The discussions have 
reached a stalemate. O Negotiations are con- 


stamp 

tinning to try to break the stalemate or to find 
a way out of the stalemate. 

Stalk /sto:k/ noun the stem of a plant which 
holds a leaf, a flower or a fruit O Roses with 
vety long stalks are more expensive. O 
Cherries are often sold attached to stalks in 
pairs. ■ verb 1. to walk stiffly, proudly or 
angrily O She stalked into the committee 
room. 2. to stay near and watch someone all 
the time, especially in a way that they find 
threatening O The hunters stalked the deer. O 
The photographers stalked the film star. O 
The TV presenter was being stalked by a lo¬ 
cal fan. 

Stalker /'storks/ noun a person who fol¬ 
lows people or animals 
Stall /stoil/ noun 1. a small moveable stand 
in a market, where a trader displays and sells 
his goods O He has a flower stall at Waterloo 
Station. O We wandered round the market 
looking at the stalls. 2. a compartment for 
one animal in a building such as a stable O 
Each horse had its own stall with its name on 
it. ■ verb 1 . to put off answering a question 
or making a decision O Have they got genu¬ 
ine doubts about the plan or are they simply 
stalling? 2. (of a car engine) to stop uninten¬ 
tionally, often when trying to drive off with¬ 
out accelerating O If he takes his foot off the 
accelerator, the engine stalls. O The car 
stalled at the traffic lights and he couldn't re¬ 
start it. 3. (of an aircraft) to go so slowly that 
the engine cuts out and the plane drops 
Stallion /'staeljon/ noun an adult male 
horse, especially one kept for breeding 
Stalls /stoilz/ plural noun 1. seats on the 
ground floor in a theatre or cinema 2. □ choir 
stalls rows of seats for the choir in a church 
Stalwart /'stoilwot/ adj strong, vigorous or 
brave O a stalwart defence of basic human 
rights ■ noun a person who works hard and 
is loyal O There was no one at the meeting 
except the stalwarts of the parish council. 
Stamen /'steimon/ noun the male part of a 
flower consisting of a stalk carrying pollen 
Stamina /'staemino/ noun the strength to 
do something over a long period 
Stammer /'staemo/ verb to hesitate and re¬ 
peat sounds when speaking O He stammers 
badly when making speeches. O She rushed 
into the police station and stammered out 
‘he ’s -he’s — he’s after me, he’s got - got - a 
knife’. ■ noun a speech problem that in¬ 
volves hesitating and repeating sounds when 
speaking O Because of his stammer he was 
shy and reserved at school. ► Synonym (all 
senses) stutter 

® stamp /staemp/ noun 1. a little piece of 
paper with a price printed on it which you 
stick on a letter to show that you have paid 
for it to be sent by post O You need a 27p 
stamp for that letter. O She forgot to put a 
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stamp on the letter before she posted it. O He 
wants to show me his stamp collection. 2. a 
machine for making a mark on something O 
We have a stamp for marking letters when 
they come into the office. 3. a mark made on 
something O The invoice has the stamp ‘re¬ 
ceived with thanks ’ on it. O The customs offi¬ 
cer looked at the stamps in his passport. ■ 
verb 1. to stick a stamp on a letter or parcel o 
All the envelopes need to be sealed and 
stamped. 2. to mark something with a stamp 
O They stamped my passport when I entered 
the country. 3. to walk heavily, banging your 
feet on the ground O They stamped on the 
ants to kill them. O He was so angry that he 
stamped out of the room. 4. to make a noise 
by banging your feet on the ground O The au¬ 
dience stamped on the floor in time to the 
music. 

Stampede /staem'piid/ noun an uncon¬ 
trolled movement of many animals or people 
O After the film finished there was a stam¬ 
pede for the doors. ■ verb 1. to move in an 
uncontrolled way O The herd of buffalo stam¬ 
peded down the valley. 2. □ to stampede 
someone into (doing) something to try to 
force someone into doing something O They 
tried to stampede us into voting for their 
proposal. 

stamp out /,st£emp 'aut/ verb to stop 
something. Synonym eradicate 
Stance /stasns/ noun 1. the position of 
someone when standing O His stance is so 
awkward I’m surprised he can even hit the 
ball. 2. a point of view or opinion O Her 
stance on environmental issues is surprising. 
O The party has adopted a new progressive 
stance on education. 

(D Stand /staend/ verb 1. to be upright on 
your feet, the opposite of sitting or lying 
down O She stood on a chair to reach the top 
shelf. O They were so tired they could hardly 
keep standing. O If there are no seats left, 
we ’ll have to stand. O Don’t just stand there 
doing nothing - come and help us. 2. to be 
upright O Only a few houses were still stand¬ 
ing after the earthquake. O The jar was 
standing in the middle of the table. 3. to get 
up from a seat O She stood and rushed to the 
door. 4. to put upright O Stand the bookcase 
over in the corner. O He stood the pot on the 
table. 5. to put up with O The office is filthy — 
7 don’t know how you can stand working 
here. O She can’t stand all this noise. O He 
stopped going to French lessons because he 
couldn’t stand the teacher. 6. to offer your¬ 
self as a candidate in an election O He has 
stood for parliament several times but has 
never been elected. □ to stand against some¬ 
one to put yourself against someone in an 
election O She is standing against the leader 
in the election. 7. to pay for O He stood us all 


a round of drinks. (NOTE: standing - stood 
/stud/) ■ noun 1. the seats where you sit to 
watch sports in a stadium O The stands were 
full for the international. O We have tickets 
for the North Stand. 2. something which 
holds something up O The pot of flowers fell 
off its stand. 3. an attitude, especially in op¬ 
position to something O His stand against the 
party leader earned him a term in prison. O 
She was criticised for her stand on immigra¬ 
tion. □ to take a stand on or against to ex¬ 
press strong opinions about O They are 
taking a strong stand against corruption in 
the party. 

<D standard /'stasndod/ noun 1. the level 
of quality something has O The standard of 
service in this restaurant is very high. O This 
piece of work is not up to your usual stan¬ 
dard. 2. an excellent quality which is set as a 
target O This product does not meet our stan¬ 
dards. O She has set a standard which it will 
be difficult to match. 3. a large official flag O 
The royal standard flies over Buckingham 
Palace. 4. a tree or bush grown with a tall 
trunk O Do you prefer an ordinary rosebush 
or a standard? ■ adj 1. usual O She joined on 
a standard contract. O You will need to fol¬ 
low the standard procedure to join the asso¬ 
ciation. 2. generally accepted according to an 
agreed level of quality O a standard unit O a 
standard text book O standard English 
Standard Assessment Tasks 
/,staendod o'sesmont tdisks/ plural noun 
national tests taken at various ages in school 
in the UK. Abbr SATs 
standardisation /.staendodai 'zeij(3)n/, 
standardization noun the process of mak¬ 
ing sure that everything fits a standard or is 
produced in the same way □ standardisation 
of products the practice of reducing a large 
number of different products to a few which 
have the same measurements, design and 
packaging 

standardise /'stasndodaiz/, standardize 

verb to make everything follow the same 
standard 

standard lamp /'stasndod laemp/ noun a 
light on a tall pole standing on the floor of a 
room (NOTE: The US term is floor lamp.) 
standard of living /.staendod ov 'livir)/ 
noun the quality of a person’s personal home 
life measured by such things as the amount of 
food or clothes bought or the size of the fam¬ 
ily car 

standard time /'staendod taim/ noun a 
time which applies within a specific area of 
the world 

stand around /.stsend o'raund/ verb to 

stand and not do anything 

stand aside /,staend o'said/ verb to step 

sideways 


stand back 
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stand back /.staend 'bask/ verb to take a 
step or two backwards 

stand by /.staend 'bai/ verb 1. to refuse to 
change something you have said O I stand by 
what I said in my statement to the police. 2. 
to stand and watch, without getting involved 
O Several people just stood by and made no 
attempt to help. 3. to be ready O We have 
several fire engines standing by. 4. to give 
help O She stood by him while he was in 
prison. 

Standby /'staendbai/ noun a thing which is 
ready to be used if necessary O I always have 
bread in the freezer as a standby. □ good 
standby something which is good to have 
ready in case you need it O An oil lamp is a 
good standby in case there’s a power failure. 
□ on standby waiting and ready to act if 
needed o We have a doctor on standby. O 
Army reservists have been put on standby. 
standby ticket /'staendbai .tikit/ noun a 
cheap ticket which you buy at an airport just 
before a plane takes off, allowing you to have 
a seat if there are any empty seats left at the 
last minute 

stand down /.staend 'daun/ verb to agree 
not to stay in a position or not to stand for 
election. Synonym resign 
Stand for /'staend fo:/ verb 1. to have a 
meaning O What do the letters BBC stand 
for? 2. to be a candidate in an election O 
She’s standing for parliament. 3. to accept O 
They will never stand for that. O I won't 
stand for any nonsense from the children. 
Stand-in /'staend in/ noun a person who 
takes the place of someone else 
stand in for /.staend 'in fo:/ verb to take 
the place of someone 

standing /'staendip/ noun 1. the position 
of being upright on your feet O Standing all 
day at the exhibition is very tiring. 2. reputa¬ 
tion O a hotel of good standing O His stand¬ 
ing in the community has never been higher. 
3. □ long-standing customers, customers of 
long standing people who have been our 
customers for many years ■ adj 1. upright, 
not lying or sitting O After the earthquake, 
the few buildings left standing needed to be 
repaired. 2. permanent O We have a standing 
agreement with our supplier to send back 
items we don't want. 

standing army /.staendir) 'a:mi/ noun a 
professional military force which exists in 
times of peace as well as war 
standing joke /'staendip d 3 ouk/ some¬ 
thing that people often make jokes about O 
His style of dancing is a bit of a standing joke 
with us. 

standing order /.staendir) 'o:do/ noun an 
order written by a customer asking a bank to 
pay money regularly to an account, or to a 
company to send something regularly 


staple 

standing ovation /.staendir) ou- 
'veiJ(o)n/ noun applause at the end of a per¬ 
formance where all the audience stand up and 
clap and cheer 

standing room /'staendir) ru:m/ noun 
enough space for people to stand but not to 
sit 

Stand-off /'staend Df/ noun a situation 
where two sides cannot agree and neither can 
win 

standoffish /staend'DfiJ/ adj who does not 
make friends easily. Synonym distant. Ant¬ 
onym affable 

Stand out /.staend 'aut/ verb 1. to be eas¬ 
ily seen o Their house stands out because it 
is painted pink. O Her red hair makes her 
stand out in a crowd. 2. to be very clear 
against a background O That picture would 
stand out better against a white wall. 3. to be 
much better than others O Two of the young 
musicians stood out for their interpretations 
of Bach. 

stand over /.staend 'ouvo/ verb to be just 
behind someone and supervise what he or she 
is doing 

standpoint /'staendpoint/ noun a position 
from which you look at a problem. Synonym 

point of view 

Standstill /'staendstil/ noun a situation 
where nothing moves. Synonym halt 
stand up /.staend 'Ap/ verb 1. to get up 
from sitting O When the teacher comes into 
the room all the children should stand up. O 
He stood up to offer his seat to the old lady. 
2. to stand upright, to hold yourself upright O 
Stand up straight and face forward. 3. to put 
something in an upright position O Stand the 
books up on the shelf. O She stood her um¬ 
brella up by the door. 4. □ to stand someone 
up not to meet someone even though you had 
arranged to ( informal ) o We were going to 
have dinner together and he stood me up. 
Stand-up /'staend Ap/ adj 1. referring to a 
meal where you serve yourself and eat stand¬ 
ing up O a stand-up buffet 2. referring to an 
argument that is noisy and fierce O a 
stand-up fight 

stand up for /.staend 'Ap fo:/ verb to try 
to defend someone or something in a difficult 
situation 

stand up to /.staend 'Ap tu:/ verb to 

oppose someone bravely o No one would 

stand up to the gang of bullies. 

stank /staerjk/p stink 

Stanza /' staenzo/ noun a section of a poem 

made up of a series of lines 

Staple /'steip(o)l/ noun 1. a piece of wire 

which is pushed through papers and bent 

over to hold them together O He used some 

scissors to take the staples out of the papers. 

2. the main food in a diet O Rice is the staple 


staple diet 

of the Chinese diet. ■ adj main ■ verb to fas¬ 
ten papers together with a staple or with sta¬ 
ples O Don’t staple the cheque to the order 
form. □ to staple papers together to attach 
various papers with a staple or with staples O 
All these papers need to be stapled together 
and filed. 

staple diet /,steip(o)l 'daiot/ noun the 
main part of what you eat 
staple product /,steip(o)l 'prDdAkt/ 
noun the main product of a country or town 
Stapler /'steiplo/ noun a device used to at¬ 
tach papers together with staples 
(D Star /sta:/ noun 1. a bright object which 
can be seen in the sky at night like a very dis¬ 
tant bright light O On a clear night you can 
see thousands of stars. O The pole star shows 
the direction of the North Pole. 2 . □ thank 
your lucky stars consider yourself very 
lucky ( informal ) o Thank your lucky stars 
that you were not on that train. 3. a shape 
that has several points like a star O Draw a 
big star and colour it red. 4. a printing sym¬ 
bol shaped like a star O A star next to a word 
refers you to the footnotes. Also called aster¬ 
isk 5. a classification sign for hotels and res¬ 
taurants O We stayed in a two-star hotel and 
found it perfectly comfortable. 6. a famous 
person who is very well known to the public 
O the Chelsea football star O Who is your fa¬ 
vourite film star? ■ verb 1. to appear as a 
main character in a film or play O She starred 
in ‘Gone with the Wind ’. O He has a starring 
role in the new production of ‘Guys and 
Dolls ’. 2. to include a famous actor or actress 
O The film stars Bette Grable and John 
Wayne. 3. to mark a text with a star O Read 
the starred instructions carefully. (NOTE: 
starring - starred) 

Starboard /'staibod/ noun the right-hand 
side of a ship or aircraft when facing the 
front. Antonym port 

Starch /staitJV noun 1 . the usual form in 
which carbohydrates exist in food, especially 
in bread, rice and potatoes O To get a bal¬ 
anced diet you need to eat both protein and 
starch. 2. a white powder mixed with water 
to make cloth stiff ■ verb to make cloth stiff 
with starch O She starched his shirt collars. 
starchy /'startJi/ adj 1. (of food) which 
contains a lot of starch O Children eat too 
much starchy food. 2. very formal O His 
starchy manner put everyone off. 

Stardom /'sta:dam/ noun the state of be¬ 
ing a film star, a football star etc. Synonym 
fame. Antonym anonymity 
<D Stare /stes/ verb 1 . to look at someone or 
something for a long time O She stared sadly 
out of the window at the rain. 2 . □ to stare 
someone in the face to be very obvious (in¬ 
formal) O He couldn’t find the answer even if 
it was staring him in the face. ■ noun a long 


start 

fixed look O He gave her a stare and walked 
on. 

Starfish /'staifiJV noun a flat sea animal, 
with five arms branching like a star from a 
central body (NOTE: The plural is starfish.) 
Staring /'steorir)/ adj which looks steadily 
for a long time. C> stark 
Stark /sta:k/ adj 1. complete o He stared at 
the figures in stark disbelief. 2. bare and sim¬ 
ple O a stark lunar landscape O the stark out¬ 
line of the rocks (NOTE: starker - starkest) 
■ adv completely o I don’t usually walk 
round the house stark naked. □ stark staring 
mad, stark raving mad completely mad o 
You must be stark staring mad even to think 
of swimming in the North Sea on Christmas 
Day. 

Starlet /'st allot/ noun a young film actress 
who hopes to become famous one day 
Starlight /'stailait/ noun the light from the 
stars 

Starling /'stailir)/ noun a common dark Eu¬ 
ropean bird with a green gloss to its feathers 
Starlit /'starlit/ adj lit by the light of the 
stars 

Starry /'stairi/ adj covered with stars 
starry-eyed /'stairi aid/ adj unrealistically 
optimistic about your future life or career 
Stars and Stripes /,sta:z on 'straips/ 
noun the flag of the United States (NOTE: 
takes a singular or plural verb) 

Star sign /'sta: sain/ noun the sign of the 
zodiac which marks your birth 
star-studded /sta: 'stAdid/ adj including 
many film or stage stars 
® Start /stait/ noun 1. the beginning of 
something O Building the house took only six 
months from start to finish. O Things went 
wrong from the start. O Let’s forget all 
you’ve done up to now, and make a fresh 
start. □ for a start as the first point O For a 
start, tell me the exact time when you made 
the phone call. 2. leaving for a journey O 
We ’re planning on a 6 o ’clock start. □ let’s 
make an early start tomorrow let’s leave 
early 3. a place where a race begins O The 
cars were lined up at the start. 4. being in ad¬ 
vance of other competitors O We’ll never 
catch them, they have three hours ’ start on 
us. O I’ll give you four yards ’ start. 5. a sud¬ 
den jump of surprise O She gave a start when 
he put his hand on her shoulder. ■ verb 1. to 
begin to do something O When you learn 
Russian, you have to start by learning the 
alphabet. O The babies all started to cry or 
all started crying at the same time. O He 
started to eat or he started eating his dinner 
before the rest of the family. O Take an um¬ 
brella - it’s starting to rain. □ to start with 
first of all O We have lots to do but to start 
with we ’ll do the washing up. 2. to leave on a 
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journey O We plan to start at 6 o ’clock. 3. (of 
a machine) to begin to work o The car won’t 
start - the battery must be flat. O The engine 
started beautifully. 4. to make a machine be¬ 
gin to work O I can’t start the computer. O It 
is difficult to start a car in cold weather. 5. to 
make something begin to happen O He fired 
a gun to start the race. O The police think 
that the fire was started deliberately. 6. to 
jump with surprise O She started when she 
heard the bang. 

Starter /'starts/ noun 1. a person who starts 
doing something O There were sixty starters 
in the race, but only twenty finished. 2. a per¬ 
son who organises the start of something O 
The starter fired his pistol and the race 
started. □ under starter’s orders (of racers) 
ready to run just before the start 3. the first 
part of a meal O What do you all want as 
starters? O I don’t want a starter -just the 
main course. □ for starters as the first thing 
to be done O We need to get the room 
cleaned for starters. 

Starting /'startir)/ adj at the beginning 
starting date /'staitig deit/ noun a date 
on which something begins 
starting grid /'staitig grid/ noun lines 
marked on the track at the start of a car race 
starting gun /'startir) gAn/ noun a gun 
fired to start a race 

starting pistol /’startir) .pistol/ noun a 
small handgun which you fire to start a race 
starting point /'startir) point/ noun a 
place where something begins 
starting salary /'startir) .saebri/ noun an 
amount of pay an employee gets when start¬ 
ing work with a company 
Startle /'start(o)l/ verb to make someone 
suddenly surprised 

startling /'start(o)lir)/ adj suddenly 
surprising 

Start off /.start 'of/ verb 1. to begin o 
We’ll start off with soup and then have a 
meat dish. 2. to leave on a journey O You can 
start off now, and I’ll follow when I’m ready. 
Start out /.start 'aut/ verb 1. to leave on a 
journey O She started out for home two hours 
ago, so I am surprised she hasn ’t arrived. 2. 
to begin O I’d like to start out by saying how 
pleased I am to be here. 

Start up /.start 'Ap/ verb 1. to make a busi¬ 
ness begin to work O She started up a restau¬ 
rant, but it failed. 2. to make a machine start 
to work O He started up the tractor. 
starvation /sta:'veiJ*(o)n/ noun illness 
through lack of food 

(D Starve /starv/ verb 1. not to have enough 
food O Many people starved to death in the 
desert. 2 . □ to starve someone of something 
not to give enough supplies to someone o 
The service is being starved of funds. 


Starving /'stamp/ adj who do not have 
enough to eat O Relief workers tried to bring 
supplies to the starving people. □ I’m starv¬ 
ing I am very hungry (informal) O Isn’t din¬ 
ner ready yet, I’m absolutely starving! 
stash /staeJV verb 1. stash, stash away to 
store in a safe place O He has thousands of 
dollars stashed away in overseas bank ac¬ 
counts. 2. to put O Make sure you stash all 
items of hand luggage in the rack above your 
seat. ■ noun a hidden store of things O We 
found a stash of old love letters in a secret 
drawer. 

(1) State /steit/ noun 1. the way something 
or someone is at a specific time O The chil¬ 
dren are in a state of excitement. O The stu¬ 
dents left the flat in a terrible state. O She’s 
not in a fit state to receive visitors. 2. the 
government of a country O We all pay taxes 
to the state. O The state should pay for the 
upkeep of museums. 3. an independent coun¬ 
try O The member states of the European Un¬ 
ion. 4. one of the parts of a federal country O 
the State of Arizona O New South Wales has 
the largest population of all the Australian 
states. ■ adj referring to the state ■ verb to 
give information clearly O Please state your 
name and address. O It states in the instruc¬ 
tions that you must not open the can near a 
flame. O The document states that all revenue 
has to be declared to the tax office. O in a 
state 1. in a depressed, worried or upset con¬ 
dition O She’s in such a state that I don’t 
want to leave her alone. O He was in a terri¬ 
ble state after the phone call. 2. in a dirty or 
bad condition O Look at the state of your 
trousers. O They left our flat in a terrible 
state. 

Stated /'steit id/ adj made clear 
State Department /'steit di.paitmont/ 
noun a section of the US government dealing 
with foreign affairs (NOTE: In the UK, the 
equivalent is the Foreign Office; in most 
other countries it is the Foreign Ministry.) 
state education /,steit edju'keij(3)n/ 
noun the teaching of children in schools 
which belong to the state and in which the 
education is free 

Statehood /'steithud/ noun the situation 
of being an independent state 
stateless /'steitbs/ adj who is not a citi¬ 
zen of any country 

Stately /'steitli/ adj noble or dignified 
stately home /.steitoli 'houm/ noun a 
palace or large house, usually belonging to 
an aristocratic family 

® statement /'steitmont/ noun 1. some¬ 
thing that is spoken or written publicly O She 
refused to issue a statement to the press. O a 
statement about or on the new procedures 2. 
a clearly written or spoken description of 
something that happened O She made a state- 
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merit to the police. 3. a list of invoices and 
credits and debits sent by a supplier to a cus¬ 
tomer at the end of each month O I want to 
query something in last month’s statement. □ 
monthly or quarterly statement a statement 
which is sent every month or every quarter 
state of affairs /.steit ov o'feoz/ noun a 
general situation 

state of emergency /.steit ov i- 
'm3:d3onsi/ noun a time when the police or 
armed forces are in control of a country 
state of mind /,steit ov 'maind/ noun a 
person’s feelings at a particular time 
state-of-the-art /, steit ov 6i 'cut/ adj 
technically as advanced as possible. Ant¬ 
onym antiquated 

state-owned /‘steit ound/ adj owned by 
the country or government and not by private 
individuals 

States /steits/ noun the United States of 
America ( informal ) 

state school /'steit skuil/ noun a school 
which is funded by the state (NOTE: The US 
term is public school.) 
stateside /'steitsaid/ adj, adv US in or to 
the United States of America 
Statesman /'steitsmon/ noun an experi¬ 
enced political leader or representative of a 
country (NOTE: The plural is statesmen.) 
statesmanlike /'steitsmonlaik/ adj wise 
and skilful, because of experience 
statesmanship /'steitsmonfip/ noun 1. 
skill in the government of a country 2. the 
ability to be a wise and skilful 
state trooper /steit 'truipo/ noun US a 
policeman from a state police force 
Statewide /'steitwaid/ adj US referring to 
the United States as whole 
Static /'stset ik/ adj not changing, moving or 
growing O Sales have remained static for the 
last two months. ■ noun 1. electrical interfer¬ 
ence in the air which disturbs a radio signal 
2. same as static electricity o When I 
touched the car door the static gave me a 
shock. 

static electricity /.staetik ilek'trisiti/ 
noun an electric charge that does not flow, as 
opposed to electricity which is flowing in a 
current 

<S) Station /'steiJ(o)n/ noun 1. a place 
where trains stop and passengers get on or off 
O The train leaves the Central Station at 
14.15. O This is a fast train - it doesn ’t stop 
at every station. O We ’ll try to get a sandwich 
at the station buffet. Also called railway sta¬ 
tion, train station 2. a large main building 
for a service O The fire station is just down 
the road from us. O He was arrested and 
taken to the local police station. ■ verb to 
place someone officially in a place O Sol¬ 
diers were stationed in the frontier towns. O 


Police were stationed all along the route of 
the procession. 

stationary / l steiJ'(o)n(3)ri/ adj not mov¬ 
ing, standing still. Synonym motionless 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with stationery.) 
Stationer /'steij(3)n3/ noun a person who 
has a shop which sells stationery □ the sta¬ 
tioner’s a shop which sells stationery O Go 
to the stationer’s and get me some envelopes. 
stationery /'steiJ(o)n(3)ri/ noun materials 
used when writing, such as paper, envelopes, 
pens and ink (NOTE: no plural. Do not con¬ 
fuse with stationary.) 

Statistic /sto'tistik/ noun a fact given in 
the form of numbers 

Statistical /st3'tistik(o)l/ adj referring to 
statistics 

statistician /.staeti'stij^n/ noun a per¬ 
son who studies or analyses statistics 
® statistics /sto'tistiks/ plural noun facts 
given in the form of numbers ■ noun the 
study of facts in the form of numbers 
Statue /'staetju:/ noun a figure of a person 
or animal made from a substance such as 
stone or metal 

Statuette /.staetju'et/ noun a very small 
statue 

Stature /'stastjo/ noun 1. height o her im¬ 
posing stature 2. importance O His stature in 
the party has never been greater. 

(D Status /'steitos/ noun 1. social impor¬ 
tance when compared to other people o He 
has a low-status job on the Underground. O 
His status in the company has been rising 
steadily. □ loss of status becoming less im¬ 
portant in a group 2. a general position 
Status quo /.steitos 'kwou/ noun the state 
of things as they are now 
status symbol /'steitos .simbol/ noun a 
thing which you use which shows that you 
are more important than someone else □ the 
chairman’s car is a just status symbol the 
size of his car shows how important he or his 
company is 

d> Statute /'staetjuit/ noun a written law, 
established in an Act of Parliament 
statute book /'staetjint buk/ noun a list 
of all the laws passed by Parliament which 
are still in force 

Statutory /'staetJut(o)ri/ adj imposed by 
law 

Staunch /stointJV adj firm o She’s my 
staunchest friend. O They are staunch sup¬ 
porters of the Conservative party. Synonym 
loyal (NOTE: stauncher - staunchest) ■ 
verb to stop blood flowing o They tried to 
staunch the blood by putting ice on the 
wound. O They tied a bandage tightly round 
his arm in an attempt to staunch the flow of 
blood. 
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Stave /steiv/ noun 1 . one of several curved 
pieces of wood which fonn the sides of a bar¬ 
rel 2. a set of five lines on which music is 
written. Also called staff 
Stave in /,steiv 'in/ verb to make a hole 
from the outside to the inside of something O 
The little boat hit the rocks and one of its 
sides was staved in. 

® Stay /stei/ verb 1. not to change o The 
temperature stayed below zero all day. O In 
spite of the fire, he stayed calm. O I won ’t be 
able to stay awake until midnight. 2. to stop 
in a place O They came for lunch and stayed 
until after midnight. O I’m rather tired so I’ll 
stay at home tomorrow. O He’s ill and has to 
stay in bed. 3. to stop in a place as a visitor O 
They stayed two nights in Edinburgh on their 
tour of Scotland. O Where will you be staying 
when you ’re in New York? O My parents are 
staying at the Hotel London. ■ noun the time 
during which you live in a place O My sis¬ 
ter ’s here for a short stay. O Did you enjoy 
your stay in London? 

stay away /,stei o'wei/ verb not to come 
or go to something 

Stay in /,stei 'in/ verb to stop at home in¬ 
stead of going out 

staying power /'steur) ,pauo/ noun the 
energy to keep on doing something until the 
job is finished. Synonym stamina 
stay of execution /.stei ov eksi- 
'kju:J(o)n/ noun a delay in putting a legal 
order into effect 

Stay out /,stei 'aut/ verb to remain away 
from home 

Stay put /,stei 'put/ verb to stay where you 
are and not move 

Stay up /,stei 'Ap/ verb not to go to bed 
STD abbr sexually transmitted disease 
Stead /sted/ noun □ it stood him in good 
stead it was very useful to him O Being able 
to speak Japanese stood him in good stead. 
Steadfast /'stedfaist/ adj firm, constant 
Steadily /'stedili/ adv regularly or continu¬ 
ously. Synonym progressively. Antonym 
suddenly 

(D Steady /'stedi/ adj 1 . firm, not moving or 
wobbling O You need a steady hand to draw 
a straight line without a ruler. O He put a 
piece of paper under the table leg to keep it 
steady. 2. continuing in a regular way O 
There is a steady demand for computers. O 
The car was doing a steady seventy miles an 
hour. O She hasn’t got a steady boyfriend. 
(NOTE: steadier - steadiest) ■ interj 1. 
starting a race O Ready! Steady! Go! 2. □ 
steady on! be careful O Steady on! - You al¬ 
most hit that car. ■ verb 1 . to calm someone 
O She took a pill to steady her nerves. 2. to 
keep something firm O He put out his hand to 
steady the ladder. 


Steak /steik/ noun 1. a thick slice of beef o 
He ordered steak and chips. O I’m going to 
grill these steaks. 2. a thick slice cut across 
the body of a big fish O A grilled salmon 
steak for me, please! (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with stake.) 

(D Steal /still/ verb 1. to take and keep 
something which belongs to another person 
without permission O Someone tried to steal 
my handbag. O She owned up to having sto¬ 
len the jewels. O Did the burglar steal all 
your CDs? - I’m afraid so. O He was ar¬ 
rested for stealing, but the judge let him off 
with a fine. 2 . □ to steal a glance or look at 
to look at quickly and secretly at someone or 
something O While the boss wasn’t looking 
she stole a glance at the papers on his desk. 
□ to steal the show or limelight to do better 
than a star actor O It was the little dog that 
stole the show, b thunder 3. to move quietly 
O He stole into the cellar and tried to find the 
safe. □ to steal away to go away very quietly 
O He stole away under cover of darkness. □ 
to steal a march on someone to do some¬ 
thing in a stealthy way before someone else 
can do it 

Stealth /stelG/ noun □ by stealth in a secret 
way, without anyone knowing O They tried 
to get into the government laboratory by 
stealth. 

Stealthily /'stelOili/ adv without anyone 
knowing or seeing. Synonym furtively 
Stealthy /'stelGi/ adj without anyone know¬ 
ing or seeing. Synonym furtive (NOTE: 
stealthier - stealthiest) 

(D Steam /stiim/ noun 1. the vapour which 
comes off hot or boiling water O Clouds of 
steam were coming out of the kitchen. 2 . □ to 
let off steam to get rid of energy or annoy¬ 
ance by doing something strenuous (infor¬ 
mal) O We sent the children out to play foot¬ 
ball in the garden to let off steam. ■ verb 1 . 
to send off steam O The kettle is steaming - 
the water must be boiling. 2. to cook over a 
pan of boiling water by allowing the steam to 
pass through holes in a container with food in 
it O How are you going to cook the fish? — 
I’ll steam it. 3. to move by steam power O 
The ship steamed out of the harbour. 4. to go 
fast in a particular direction O We were 
steaming along at 70 miles an hour when we 
had a flat tyre. 

Steamer /'stiimo/ noun 1 . a pan with holes 
in the bottom which is placed over boiling 
water to cook food by steaming O The best 
way to cook vegetables is in a steamer. 2 . a 
large ship powered by steam O We took the 
steamer from Cape Town to Mombasa. 
steamroller /'stiimroulo/ noun a very 
heavy vehicle with a large cylinder as a front 
wheel, used to flatten new road surfaces ■ 
verb to force everyone to do what you want 


steamship 

O They steamrollered the bill through 
Congress. 

Steamship /'stiimjip/ noun a large ship 
powered by steam 

Steam up /,sti:m '\p/ verb 1. to become 
covered with steam O My glasses got all 
steamed up when I went into the Palm House 
at Kew Gardens. 2. □ to get all steamed up 
about something to get angry about some¬ 
thing (informal ) o Don’t get all steamed up - 
it’s not a major crisis. 

Steamy /'stiimi/ adj 1. hot and humid, as if 
full of steam O She chose a steamy summer 
day to visit London. 2. full of descriptions of 
sex O This is her steamiest novel yet. (NOTE: 
steamier - steamiest) 

© Steel /still/ noun a strong metal made 
from iron and carbon O Steel knives are best 
for the kitchen. O The door is made of solid 
steel. ■ verb □ to steel yourself for some¬ 
thing to get ready to do something which is 
going to be unpleasant O He steeled himself 
for a very awkward interview with the police. 
steel band /sti:l 'bsend/ noun a band 
which plays West Indian music on steel 
drums of different sizes which make different 
notes 

Steel wool /still 'wul/ noun a mass of very 
fine steel wire used to clean metal surfaces 
Steelworks /'sti:l,W3:ks/ noun a factory 
where steel is made 

Steely /'stiili/ adj 1. strongly determined 2. 
grey-blue 

© Steep /sti:p/ adj 1. which rises or falls 
sharply O The car climbed the steep hill with 
some difficulty. O The steps up the church 
tower are steeper than our stairs at home. 2. 
very sharply increasing or falling O a steep 
increase in interest charges O a steep fall in 
share prices 3. excessively high O Their 
prices are a bit steep. (NOTE: steeper - 
steepest) ■ verb 1. to soak in a liquid o 
Leave the clothes to steep in soapy water to 
get the stains out. 2. to soak in a liquid to ab¬ 
sorb its flavour O The venison must steep in 
the marinade for 24 hours. O We had pears 
steeped in red wine. 3. □ to be steeped in 
something to have a lot of something o 
Windsor Castle is steeped in history. 

Steeple /'Sti:p(3)l/ noun a church tower 
with a spire on top 

steeplechase /'sti:p(9)ltjeis/ noun 1. a 
race run across open country, over fences and 
hedges, etc. O Eighty runners have entered 
for the steeplechase. 2. a horse race on a 
grass track over fences and ditches O His 
horse won the Easter Steeplechase. Compare 
flat racing 

Steeply /'stiipli/ adv rising or falling very 
quickly 


step 

Steer /stio/ noun a castrated bull over one 
year old ( informal) ■ verb 1. to make a vehi¬ 
cle go in a particular direction O She steered 
the car into a ditch. O The pilot steered the 
ship into harbour. 2 . □ to steer clear of to 
avoid something O I steer clear of greasy 
food. 

Steering /'strong/ noun the parts of a vehi¬ 
cle which control the direction in which it 
travels 

steering committee /'stiorig ko.miti/ 
noun a small committee which manages the 
early stages of a project and checks on its 
progress, or which does the preparatory work 
for another body 

steering wheel /'stiorig wi:l/ noun a 
wheel which is turned by the driver to make a 
vehicle go in a particular direction 
Stellar /'stela/ adj referring to stars 
Stem /stem/ noun 1. the tall thin part of a 
plant which holds a leaf, a flower or a fruit O 
Trim the stems before you put the flowers in 
the vase. Synonym stalk 2. the main stalk of 
a plant or tree O A shrub with ivy growing up 
the stem. 3. a part of a wine glass like a col¬ 
umn O Wine glasses with coloured stems. 4. 
the basic part of a word to which endings or 
prefixes are added 5. □ from stem to stern 
from the front of a boat to the back O The 
boat was packed from stem to stern with 
tourists. ■ verb to try to prevent something 
flowing or spreading O First, tty to stem the 
flow of blood. O The police are trying to stem 
the rising tide of crime. (NOTE: stemming - 
stemmed) 

Stem from /'stem from/ verb to be caused 
by O His health problems stem from an un¬ 
treated viral infection. 

Stench /stentJ7 noun an unpleasant strong 
smell. Synonym stink. Antonym fragrance 
Stencil /'stensal/ noun 1. a sheet of card¬ 
board or metal with a pattern cut out of it, so 
that if it is placed on a surface and colour is 
passed over it, the pattern will appear on the 
surface O He used a stencil with electrical 
components on it to illustrate his project. 2. a 
design which is painted in this way O The 
bathroom is decorated with stencils of fish 
and shellfish. ■ verb to mark with a stencil o 
His name was stencilled on each piece of lug¬ 
gage. (NOTE: stencilling - stencilled. The 
US spelling is stenciling - stenciled.) 
stenographer /sta'nografa/ noun a per¬ 
son who can write spoken words fast in a 
special writing system 

© Step /step/ noun 1. a movement of your 
foot when walking O I wonder when the baby 
will take his first steps. O Take a step side¬ 
ways and you will be able to see the castle. □ 
to retrace your steps to go back the same 
way as you have just come O To find the Post 
Office, he had to retrace his steps to the traf- 
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fic lights and then turn right. 2. □ to take one 
step forward and two steps back not to ad¬ 
vance very quickly 3. a regular movement of 
feet at the same time as other people □ in 
step moving your feet at the same rate as ev¬ 
erybody else O I tried to keep in step with 
him as we walked along. O The recruits can’t 
even march in step. □ out of step moving 
your feet at a different rate from everyone 
else O One of the squad always gets out of 
step. □ in step with something at the same 
rate or speed as something O House prices 
have risen in step with salaries. □ out of step 
with something moving at a different rate or 
speed from something O Wages have got out 
of step with the rise in the cost of living. 4. a 
footstep, the sound made by a foot touching 
the ground O We heard soft steps outside our 
bedroom door. O I can always recognise 
your father’s step. 5. one stair, which goes up 
or down O There are two steps down into the 
kitchen. O I counted 75 steps to the top of the 
tower. O Be careful, there’s a step up into the 
bathroom. □ a pair of steps a stepladder 6. 
an action which is done or has to be done out 
of several O The first and most important 
step is to find out how much money we can 
spend. □ step by step gradually, a little at a 
time O It’s better to introduce the changes 
step by step. O The book takes you step by 
step through French grammar. □ to take 
steps to to act to encourage or prevent some¬ 
thing happening O We should take steps to 
encourage female applicants. O The museum 
must take steps to make sure that nothing else 
is stolen. ■ verb to move forwards, back¬ 
wards or sideways on foot O He stepped out 
in front of a bicycle and was knocked down. 
O She stepped off the bus into a puddle. O 
Don’t step back, there’s a child behind you. 
□ to step on the brakes to push the brake 
pedal hard ( informal ) □ to step on the gas 
US to drive faster O Step on the gas - we ’ll 
miss the train! □ step on it! hurry up! ( infor¬ 
mal) 

stepbrother /'stepbrAdo/ noun the son of 
a stepfather or stepmother 
step-by-step /,step bai 'step/ adj gradual 
o a step-by-step process 
Stepchild /'step,tJaild/ noun a stepdaugh¬ 
ter or stepson 

stepdaughter /'stepdoito/ noun the 
daughter of a wife or husband from another 
marriage 

Stepfather /'stepfaido/ noun the husband 
of a mother, who is not a person’s father 
Step in /,step 'in/ verb 1. to enter o Please 
step in and see what we have to offer. 2. to do 
something in an area where you were not in¬ 
volved before O Everything was working fine 
until the manager stepped in. O Fortunately a 
teacher stepped in to break up the fight. 


Stepladder /'steplasdo/ noun a small lad¬ 
der in two parts, hinged together, which is 
steady when opened up and does not need to 
lean on anything 

stepmother /'stepmAdo/ noun the wife of 
a father, who is not a person’s mother 
Steppe /step/ noun the huge plains cover¬ 
ing central Asia and Russia 
stepping-stone /'stepir) stoun/ noun 1. 
one of a series of large stones placed to allow 
you to cross a stream O I lost my balance go¬ 
ing over the stepping-stones. 2. a useful stage 
in your career O Working in head office is a 
useful stepping-stone to becoming a 
manager. 

stepsister /'stepsisto/ noun the daughter 
of a stepfather or stepmother 
Stepson /'stepsAn/ noun the son of a wife 
or husband from another marriage 
Step up /,step 'Ap/ verb 1. to walk onto 
something higher O He stepped up onto the 
platform. 2. to increase the quantity of some¬ 
thing O The company wants to step up pro¬ 
duction to 2,000 units a day. 

(D Stereo abbr stereophonic O a stereo disk 
■ noun /'steriou/ a machine which repro¬ 
duces sound through two different loud¬ 
speakers O I bought a new pair of speakers 
for my stereo. □ in stereo using two speakers 
to give an impression of depth of sound 
stereophonic /.sterio'fonik/ adj referring 
to sound which comes through from two dif¬ 
ferent channels and loudspeakers. Synonym 
stereo 

Stereotype /'steriotaip/ noun a pattern for 
a certain type of person 
stereotyped /'steriotaipt/ adj which fits 
certain patterns 

stereotyping /'steriotaipir)/ noun the 
idea that people fit certain patterns 
Sterile /'sterail/ adj 1. free from infectious 
organisms O She put a sterile dressing on the 
wound. 2. infertile, not able to produce off¬ 
spring O The flowers on some plants are ster¬ 
ile. Antonym fertile 3. not producing any 
useful results O They engaged in a sterile de¬ 
bate about human rights. 
sterilisation /,sterilai'zeij(3)n/, steril¬ 
ization noun 1 . the action of making some¬ 
thing free from infectious organisms O 
Sterilisation of all surgical equipment is es¬ 
sential. 2. the action of making a person un¬ 
able to produce children O Sterilisation was 
used to help reduce the expanding 
population. 

sterilise /'sterilaiz/, sterilize verb 1. to 
make something sterile by killing infectious 
organisms O Surgical instruments must be 
sterilised before used. O The soil needs to be 
sterilised before being used for greenhouse 
cultivation. 2. to make a person unable to 


sterility 

have children O A vasectomy is a surgical 
operation to sterilise men. 

Sterility /ste'riliti/ noun 1. being free from 
infectious organisms O It is essential to en¬ 
sure the sterility of all equipment in the oper¬ 
ating theatre. 2. being unable to produce 
offspring O Increased sterility has been 
found in men living near the nuclear site. 
Antonym fertility 

Sterling /'St3:lig/ noun British currency O 
The prices are quoted in sterling. ■ adj of a 
high standard ( formal) O She has many ster¬ 
ling qualities. O This old coat has done ster¬ 
ling service over the years. 
sterling silver/,st3:lip 'silvo/ noun silver 
of a standard high purity 
Stern /st3in/ adj serious and strict o The 
judge addressed some stern words to the 
boys. (NOTE: sterner - sternest) ■ noun the 
back part of a ship O The stern of the ship 
was damaged. i> stem (NOTE: The front part 
is the bow.) 

Sternum /'st3:n3m/ noun a bone in the 
centre of the front of the chest to which most 
of the ribs are attached ( technical ) Also 
called breastbone 

Steroid /'stioroid/ noun 1. one of several 
natural chemical compounds which affect the 
body and its functions 2. a synthetic chemical 
used to treat some disorders and also used by 
some athletes to improve their strength O The 
random sample of urine obtained from the 
athlete proved that he had been taking ste¬ 
roids. O She was banned from competing af¬ 
ter tests showed that she had taken steroids. 
Stethoscope /'steBoskoup/ noun an in¬ 
strument with two earpieces connected to a 
tube and a metal disc, used by doctors to lis¬ 
ten to sounds made inside the body by organs 
such as the heart or lungs 
Stetson /'stetson/ trademark a tall cowboy 
hat with a wide brim 

Stevedore /'stiivodo:/ noun a man who 
works in a harbour, loading and unloading 
ships. Also called docker (NOTE: The US 
term is longshoreman.) 

Stew /st ju:/ noun 1. a dish of meat and veg¬ 
etables cooked together for a long time O 
This lamb stew is a French recipe. 2. □ in a 
stew feeling anxious because of being in an 
awkward situation ( informal ) o Having lost 
my wallet, I’m in a bit of a stew. ■ verb 1. to 
cook for a long time in liquid O Stew the ap¬ 
ples until they are completely soft. 2. □ to 
stew in your own juice to suffer the bad ef¬ 
fects of something you have done ( informal) 
O Don’t lend him any more money, leave him 
to stew in his own juice for a while. 

Steward /'stjuiod/ noun 1. a man who 
looks after passengers, and serves meals or 
drinks on a ship, aircraft, train or in a club O 
The steward served us tea on deck. 2. a per¬ 


stick out 

son who organises public events such as 
races etc. O The stewards will inspect the 
course to see if the race can go ahead. 
stewardess /.stjuio'des/ noun a woman 
who looks after passengers and serves food 
and drinks on a ship or aircraft (dated) 
(NOTE: The plural is stewardesses.) 

(D Stick /stik/ noun 1. a thin piece of wood 
O He jabbed a pointed stick into the hole. O / 
need a strong stick to tie this plant to. 2. a 
thin branch of a tree 3. anything long and thin 
O a stick of celery O a stick of chewing gum 
■ verb 1. to attach with glue o Can you stick 
the pieces of the cup together again? O She 
stuck the stamp on the letter. O They stuck a 
poster on the door. 2. to be fixed or not to be 
able to move O The car was stuck in the mud. 
O The door sticks - you need to push it hard 
to open it. O The cake will stick if you don’t 
grease the tin. O He was stuck in Italy with¬ 
out any money. 3. to push something into 
something O He stuck his hand into the hole. 
O She stuck her finger in the jam to taste it. O 
She stuck the ticket into her bag. O She stuck 
a needle into her finger. 4. to stay in a place 
O Stick close to your mother and you won’t 
get lost. □ to stick together to stay together 
O If we stick together they should let us into 
the club. □ to stick to your guns to keep to 
your point of view even if everyone says you 
are wrong 5. to put up with O I don’t know 
how she can stick working in that office. O 
7 ’m going, I can’t stick it here any longer. 
(NOTE: sticking - stuck /stAk/) 

(D Sticker /'stiko/ noun a small piece of pa¬ 
per or plastic which you can stick on some¬ 
thing to show a price, as a decoration or to 
advertise something 

sticking plaster /'stikirj .plaisto/ noun a 
small strip of cloth with gauze in the middle, 
which can be stuck to the skin to cover a 
wound (NOTE: The US term is a tradename: 

Band-Aid.) 

sticking point /'stikir) point/ noun a 
point where something stops and which pre¬ 
vents the discussion going forward. Synonym 

stumbling block 

stick-in-the-mud /'stik in do ,mAd/ 
noun an old-fashioned person who refuses to 
change his habits ( informal) Synonym 

reactionary 

Stickler /'stiklo/ noun someone who insists 
on the correctness of details 
Stick out /,stik 'aut/ verb 1. to push some¬ 
thing out □ to stick your tongue out at 
someone to make a rude gesture by putting 
your tongue out of your mouth as far as it 
will go O That little girl stuck out her tongue 
at me! 2. to be further forward or extended 
away from something O Your wallet is stick¬ 
ing out of your pocket. O The balcony sticks 
out over the road. 3. □ to stick out a mile or 
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like a sore thumb to be easily seen ( infor¬ 
mal) I O Their house sticks out a mile because 
it is painted pink. 

Sticks /stiks/ noun □ in the sticks in the 
depths of the country O Living in the sticks, 
they know nothing about what is happening 
in London. 

Stick up /,stik 'Ap/ verb 1. to be further up 
above a surface or to extend beyond a surface 
O The aerial sticks up above the roof of the 
car. 2. to attach something to something such 
as a wall or noticeboard for people to see o 
She stuck up a notice about the village fete. 

3. □ stick ’em up! put your hands up! (infor¬ 
mal) 

@ Sticky /'stiki/ adj 1. covered with some¬ 
thing which sticks like glue O My fingers are 
all sticky. O This stuff is terribly sticky - I 
can’t get it off my fingers. 2. with glue on one 
side so that it sticks easily 3. difficult or em¬ 
barrassing O I’m in a rather sticky situation 
here. □ he came to a sticky end something 
bad finally happened to him □ on a sticky 
wicket in a difficult situation O The poor 
man’s on a very sticky wicket. 
sticky label /,stiki 'leib(o)l/ noun a label 
with glue on one side which you can stick 
without wetting (NOTE: Labels with dry glue 
on them and which you have to wet, are 
called gummed labels.) 
sticky tape /'stiki teip/ noun a strip of 
plastic with glue on one side, used to stick 
things together 

© Stiff /stif/ adj 1. which does not move 
easily O The lock is very stiff - I can’t turn 
the key. O I’ve got a stiff neck. O She was 
feeling stiff all over after running in the race. 
2. with hard bristles O You need a stiff brush 
to get the mud off your shoes. 3. difficult O 
He had to take a stiff test before he qualified. 

4. formal, not friendly O His attitude was 
very stiff towards her. 5. strong, not weak O 
They face stiff competition. O A stiff breeze 
was blowing across the bay. O He got a stiff 
reprimand from the boss. (NOTE: stiffer - 
stiffest) 

Stiff drink /stif 'drirjk/ noun an alcoholic 
drink with very little water added 
Stiffen /'stif(o)n/ verb 1. to become or 
make stiff O As you get older, your joints 
stiffen. 2. to become cautious or unfriendly O 
She stiffened when she heard his voice. 3. (of 
wind) to become stronger o The boats raced 
across the bay as the breeze stiffened. 4. to 
make stronger O The TV broadcasts helped 
to stiffen resistance to the government’s new 
measures. 

stiffly /'stifli/ adv in a stiff way 
stiffness /'stifnos/ noun 1. having muscle 
pains after doing exercise, or being unable to 
move easily because of damaged joints O Ar¬ 
thritis accompanied by a certain amount of 


stiffness in the joints. 2. the quality of being 
stiff O The stiffness of the material makes it 
unsuitable for a dress. 

Stifle /'staif(o)l/ verb 1. to make someone 
not able to breathe, not to be able to breathe 
because of heat or smoke O The firemen were 
almost stifled by the toxic gas. 2. to prevent 
something O The plan of the authorities is to 
stifle any protests before they start. □ to sti¬ 
fle a yawn to try to prevent yourself from 
yawning O He had difficulty in stifling a 
yawn. 

Stifling /'staif(o)liiy adj 1. which makes it 
difficult to breathe O Stifling black smoke 
made them cough. 2. extremely hot O He 
stepped off the plane into the stifling heat of 
the Louisiana sunshine. 

Stigma /'stigma/ noun 1. a feeling of 
shame O The stigma attached to alcoholism 
makes people try to hide their drinking hab¬ 
its. Synonym disgrace 2. a part of the fe¬ 
male organ of a flower that forms seeds after 
receiving pollen 

stigmatise /'stigmotaiz/, stigmatize 

verb to give someone or something a bad 
name. Synonym brand 
Stile /stall/ noun steps which allow people, 
but not animals, to get over a wall or fence 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with style.) 

Stiletto /sti'letau/ noun a long thin dagger 
(NOTE: The plural is stilettos.) 
stiletto heels /sti'letau hiilz/ plural noun 
high thin heels on women’s shoes 
® Still /stil/ adj 1. not moving o Stand still 
while I take the photo. O There was no wind, 
and the surface of the lake was completely 
still. 2. (of drinks) not fizzy o Can I have a 
glass of still mineral water, please? ■ adv 1. 
continuing until now; which continued until 
then O I thought he had left, but I see he’s 
still there. O They came for lunch and were 
still sitting at the table at eight o ’clock in the 
evening. O Weeks afterwards, they’re still 
talking about the accident. 2. used with com¬ 
paratives to emphasise O We’ve had a cold 
autumn, but they expect the winter will be 
colder still. □ still more even more O There 
were at least ten thousand people in the foot¬ 
ball stadium and still more queuing to get in. 
3. in spite of everything O It wasn ’t sunny for 
the picnic - still, it didn’t rain. O He still in¬ 
sisted on going on holiday even though he 
had broken his leg. ■ noun one picture from 
a moving film O The biography is illustrated 
with stills from some of her most famous 
films. 

stillborn /'stilboin/ adj 1. (of a baby) 
which is bom dead 2. (of an idea) which is 
never put into practice 

Still life /stil 'laif/ noun a painting of ob¬ 
jects such as fruit, bottles, flowers or food 

(NOTE: The plural is still lifes.) 
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Stilted /'stiltid/ adj forced and unnatural. 
Synonym affected 

Stilton /'stilton/ noun a soft rich white or 
white and blue cheese, with a strong flavour, 
named after the village of Stilton in 
Cambridgeshire 

Stimulant /'stimjulont/ noun 1. a sub¬ 
stance which makes the body function faster 
O Caffeine is a stimulant. 2. something 
which encourages more activity O Tax cuts 
should act as a stimulant to the economy. 
Stimulate /'stimjuleit/ verb to encourage 
someone or an organ to be more active 
Stimulating /'stimjuleitir)/ adj causing in¬ 
terest, excitement or enthusiasm 
stimulation /,stimju'leij(3)n/ noun the 
action of being stimulated 
Stimulus /'stimjulos/ noun an encour¬ 
agement or incentive that leads to greater 
activity (NOTE: The plural is stimuli 
/'stimjulai/.) 

Sting /stir)/ noun 1. a wound made by an in¬ 
sect or plant O Bee stings can be very painful. 
O Have you anything for wasp stings? 2. a 
tiny needle that is part of an insect or plant 
which injects poison into your skin O He 
pulled out the sting which had lodged in her 
arm. ■ verb 1. to wound with an insect’s or 
plant’s sting O I’ve been stung by a wasp. O 
She walked bare-legged through the wood 
and got stung by nettles. 2. to give a burning 
feeling O The antiseptic may sting a little at 
first. 

Sting for /'stir) foi/ verb to make someone 
pay a lot of money for something ( informal ) 
O He was stung for parking on a yellow line. 
O They stung me for £100. 

Stinging /'stirjir)/ adj painfully sharp and 
piercing 

stinging nettle /'stirjir) ,net(»l/ noun a 
common weed which stings when you touch 
it 

Stingy /'stind3i/ adj ( informal) 1. not very 
generous 2. not large 

© Stink /stirjk/ noun 1. a very nasty smell o 
There’s a terrible stink in the kitchen. 2. □ to 
create or make or kick up or raise a stink 
about something to complain vigorously 
about something ( informal ) o The neigh¬ 
bours will kick up a stink if you damage their 
fence. ■ verb 1. to make a nasty smell o The 
office stinks of gas. 2. to seem to be dishonest 
( informal ) o The whole affair stinks. (NOTE: 
stank /stasrjk/ - stunk /stAgk/) 

Stinking /'stirjkirj/ adj, adv very, or very 
bad ( informal) o They ’re stinking rich, o I’ve 
got a stinking cold. 

Stint /stint/ noun 1. a period of working o 
It’s your turn to help now, I’ve done my stint. 
O She had a long stint as a sister in a London 
hospital. 2. □ without stint in large quanti¬ 


ties, with no restriction ( formal) o They gave 
their time to the project without stint. ■ verb 
□ not to stint to give a large amount ( usually 
negative) o They didn’t stint their help, o He 
didn ’t stint on expense when he had his office 
redecorated. □ not to stint yourself to allow 
yourself a large amount O Don’t stint your¬ 
self - there’s plenty offood for everyone. 
Stipend /'staipend/ noun the salary of a 
priest or a magistrate 

stipulate /'stipjuleit/ verb to insist, to 
make it a condition that. Synonym specify 
Stipulation /,stipju'leij(3)n/ noun a con¬ 
dition in a contract 

© Stir /st3i/ verb 1. to move a liquid or pow¬ 
der or something which is cooking, to mix it 
up O He was stirring the sugar into his cof¬ 
fee. O Keep stirring the porridge, or it will 
stick to the bottom of the pan. 2. to move 
about O The baby slept peacefully without 
stirring. O I didn’t stir from my desk all day. 
3. □ to stir someone to do something to 
make someone feel that they ought to do 
something O We must try to stir the commit¬ 
tee into action. ■ noun 1. the action of mix¬ 
ing the ingredients of something, or 
something which is cooking O Add the sugar 
and give the mixture a stir. O You should give 
the porridge an occasional stir. 2. excite¬ 
ment O The exhibition caused a stir in the art 
world. 

Stir-fry /'st3: frai/ verb to cook vegetables 
or meat quickly in hot oil, while continuously 
stirring O Stir-fry the vegetables separately, 
not all together. ■ noun vegetables or meat 
cooked quickly in a little hot oil O We had a 
beef stir-fry. O She made a stir-fry of vegeta¬ 
bles and bamboo shoots. 

Stirring /'st3:rir)/ adj exciting, encourag¬ 
ing. Synonym rousing 
Stirrup /'stirop/ noun a metal loop hanging 
from the saddle into which a rider puts his or 
her foot 

Stir up /,st3ir 'Ap/ verb to encourage strong 
emotions or reactions O The fans came with 
the deliberate intention of stirring up trouble. 
© stitch /stitj/ noun 1. a little loop of 
thread made with a needle in sewing or with 
knitting needles when knitting O She used 
very small stitches in her embroidery. O Very 
fine wool will give you more stitches than in 
the pattern. 2. clothes □ not a stitch to wear 
nothing suitable to wear O How can I go to 
the party -1 haven’t a stitch to wear. □ with 
not a stitch on completely naked o I can’t 
come now, I haven’t a stitch on. 3. a small 
loop of thread used by a surgeon to attach the 
sides of a wound together to help it to heal o 
She had three stitches in her arm. O Come 
back in ten days ’ time to have the stitches re¬ 
moved. 4. a sharp pain caused by cramp in 
the side of the body after you have been run- 
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ning O I can’t go any further - I’ve got a 
stitch. 5. □ in stitches laughing out loud O 
His story about the school play had us all in 
stitches. ■ verb 1 . to attach something with a 
needle and thread O She stitched the badge to 
his jacket. 2. to sew the sides of a wound to¬ 
gether O After the operation, the surgeon 
stitched the wound. O His finger was cut off 
in an accident and the surgeon tried to stitch 
it back on. 

® Stock /stok/ noun 1. a supply of some¬ 
thing kept to use when needed o I keep a 
good stock of printer paper at home. O Our 
stocks offood are running low. O The factory 
has large stocks of coal. 2. quantities of 
goods for sale (NOTE: The US term is inven¬ 
tory.) 3. □ in stock available in the shop or 
warehouse O We hold 2,000 items in stock. □ 
out of stock not available in the shop or 
warehouse O We are out of stock of this item 
or this item is out of stock. □ to take stock to 
count the items in a warehouse O They take 
stock every evening after the store closes. □ 
to take stock of a situation to assess how 
bad a situation is O We need to take stock of 
the situation and decide what to do next. 4. 
investments in a company, represented by 
shares 5. family and ancestors O He comes of 
old farming stock. 6. pedigree farm animals 
O Stock prices fell at the market last week. □ 
fat stock animals reared for meat, t live¬ 
stock 7. the plant on which a graft is made O 
He grafted the apple cutting onto the stock. 
8. a liquid made from boiling bones in water, 
used as a base for soups and sauces O Fry the 
onions and pour in some chicken stock. 9. □ 
on the stocks being worked on o She’s fin¬ 
ished writing one book and now has another 
on the stocks. 10. the handle of a rifle ■ verb 
to keep goods for sale in a warehouse or shop 
O They don’t stock this book. O We try to 
stock the most popular colours. ■ adj 1. stan¬ 
dard □ stock argument an argument which 
is frequently used 2. usually kept in a store O 
stock items 

Stockade /sto'keid/ noun a strong fence 
made of thick upright poles 
stockbroker /'stokbrouko/ noun a person 
who buys or sells shares for clients 
stock control /'stDk kon.troul/ noun 
making sure that enough stock is kept and 
that quantities and movements of stock are 
noted (NOTE: The US term is inventory 
control.) 

Stock Exchange /'stok iks,tjeind 3 / 
noun a place where stocks and shares are 
bought and sold 

Stockholder /'stokhouldo/ noun a person 
who holds shares in a company. Synonym 

investor 

Stocking /'stDkir)/ noun a long light piece 
of women’s clothing which covers all of a 


leg and foot □ in your stocking or 
stockinged feet without your shoes on o She 
is five foot three in her stocking feet. 
stocking filler /'stDkiq ,fite/ noun a little 
gift which can be put into a Christmas 
stocking 

Stockist /'stokist/ noun a person or shop 
which stocks a certain product 
stock market /'stDk ,ma:kit/ noun a 
place where shares are bought and sold. Also 
called stock exchange 
Stockpile /'stokpail/ noun large supplies 
of something kept by a country or company 
for future use O the country’s stockpile of 
weapons ■ verb to collect large supplies of 
something together in case you need them in 
the future O We started to stockpile raw ma¬ 
terials in case there was a rail strike. 
stocks and shares /.stoks on 'Jeoz/ 
plural noun shares in ordinary companies 
stocktaking /'stDkteikirj/ noun counting 
and listing the existing stock in a shop or 
business 

Stock up /,stok 'Ap/ verb to buy supplies 
for use in the future 

Stocky /'stoki/ adj with large shoulders, a 
strong body and short, strong legs. Antonym 

slight (NOTE: stockier - stockiest) 

Stodge /stod3/ noun a heavy filling food, 
such as a pudding 

Stodgy /'stDd3i/ adj (of food) heavy and 
filling (NOTE: stodgier - stodgiest) 

Stoic /'stsuik/ noun a person who accepts 
problems or pain without complaining 
Stoical /'st9Uik(3)l/ adj accepting what 
happens without complaining 
Stoically /'stouikli/ adv in a way which ac¬ 
cepts problems or pain without complaining 
Stoke /stouk/ verb to put wood or coal into 
a fire 

Stole /stoul/ noun a wide light scarf worn 
around the shoulders O She wore a pale blue 
stole with her evening dress. Synonym 

shawl ■ verb £> steal 
stolen /'stouten/ p steal 
Stolid /'stolid/ adj serious, not easily ex¬ 
cited. Synonym impassive. Antonym 
emotional 

@ Stomach /'stAmok/ noun 1. a part of the 
body shaped like a bag, into which food 
passes after being swallowed and where it 
continues to be digested O I don’t want any¬ 
thing to eat - my stomach’s upset or I have a 
stomach upset. O He has had stomach trou¬ 
ble for some time. □ his eyes were bigger 
than his stomach he took too much food and 
couldn’t finish it 2. the area round the abdo¬ 
men O He had been kicked in the stomach. ■ 
verb to put up with o They left the meeting 
because they couldn’t stomach any more ar¬ 
guments. Synonym tolerate 
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stomach ache /'stAmok eik/ noun a pain 
in the abdomen 

stomach upset /'stAmok .Apset/ noun a 
slight infection of the stomach 
Stomp /stomp/ verb to walk with heavy 
steps 

(D Stone /stoun/ noun 1. a very hard mate¬ 
rial, found in the earth, used for building O 
All the houses in the town are built in the lo¬ 
cal grey stone. O The stone carvings in the 
old church date from the 15th century. O 
Stone floors can be very cold. (NOTE: no plu¬ 
ral: some stone, a piece of stone, a block of 
stone) 2. a small piece of stone O The chil¬ 
dren were playing at throwing stones into the 
pond. O The beach isn ’t good for bathing as 
it’s covered with very sharp stones. 3. a Brit¬ 
ish measure of weight equal to 14 pounds or 
6.35 kilograms O She’s trying to lose weight 
and so far has lost a stone and a half. O He 
weighs twelve stone ten (i.e. 12 stone 10 
pounds). (NOTE: no plural in this meaning: 
He weighs ten stone. In the USA, human 
body weight is always given only in 
pounds.) 4. a single hard seed inside a fruit o 
Count the cherry stones on the side of your 
plate. 5. a hard piece of mineral which forms 
inside your body, particularly in the kidneys, 
and causes pain ■ adv completely □ stone 
cold very cold □ stone deaf completely deaf 
■ verb □ to stone someone to death (as a 
punishment) to throw stones at someone and 
kill him or her 

stoned /stound/ adj 1. (of fruit) with the 
stone removed O We only buy stoned olives. 
2. high on drugs (informal) o He was com¬ 
pletely stoned when I met him. 

Stony /'stouni/ adj 1. made of lots of stones 
O They walked carefully across the stony 
beach. 2. showing no emotion O They sat 
with stony faces, listening to the accusation. 
stood /stud/ b stand 

® Stool /stuil/ noun a small seat with no 
back O When the little girl sat on the piano 
stool her feet didn’t touch the floor, b foot¬ 
stool □ to fall between two stools to have 
two possible ways of doing something and 
not to do either successfully O He tried to 
please both his wife and his friends and fell 
between two stools. 

Stoop /stuip/ verb 1. to bend forward O She 
stooped and picked something up off the car¬ 
pet. O I found him standing at the table, 
stooped over a spreadsheet. 2. to have a per¬ 
manently bent back O He’s only in his sixties 
and he already stoops. ■ noun a position 
where you are bent forwards O She has a 
stoop, o He walks with a stoop. 

(D Stop /stop/ verb 1. not to move any more 
O The motorcycle didn’t stop at the red 
lights. O This train stops at all stations to 
London Waterloo. 2. to make something not 


stopgap 

move any more O The policeman stopped the 
traffic to let the lorry back out of the garage. 
O Stop that boy! - he’s stolen my purse. 3. 
not to do something any more O The office 
clock has stopped at 4.15. O At last it stopped 
raining and we could go out. O She spoke for 
two hours without stopping. O We all stopped 
work and went home. O The restaurant stops 
serving meals at midnight. 4. □ to stop 
someone or something (from) doing some¬ 
thing to make someone or something not do 
something any more O The rain stopped us 
from having a picnic. O How can the police 
stop people stealing cars? O Can’t you stop 
the children from making such a noise? O 
The plumber couldn’t stop the tap dripping. 
5. to stay at a place for a short time O Can 
you stop at the newsagent’s on your way 
home and buy the evening paper? 6. □ to 
stop at nothing to do everything, whether 
good or bad, to succeed O He ’ll stop at noth¬ 
ing to get that job. □ to stop short of doing 
something to stop just in time to avoid doing 
something O He stopped short of admitting 
he was guilty. 7. to stay as a visitor in a place 
O They stopped for a few days in Paris. O I 
expect to stop in Rome for the weekend. 8. to 
prevent a business or bank activity taking 
place □ to stop an account to stop supplying 
a customer until he has paid what he owes □ 
to stop a cheque, to stop payment on a 
check to ask a bank not to pay a cheque that 
you have written □ to stop someone’s wages 
to take money out of someone’s wages as a 
punishment O We stopped £25 from his pay 
because he was late. ■ noun 1. the end of 
something, especially of movement O The 
police want to put a stop to car crimes. □ to 
come to a stop or a full stop to stop moving 
or continuing O The car rolled on without the 
driver, and finally came to a stop at the bot¬ 
tom of the hill. O All the building work came 
to a stop when the money ran out. 2. a place 
where you break a journey O We’ll make a 
stop at the next service station. 3. a place 
where a bus or train lets passengers get on or 
off O We have been waiting at the bus stop 
for twenty minutes. O There are six stops be¬ 
tween here and Marble Arch. 4. a knob 
which is pulled on an organ to use different 
pipes, so making different types of sound □ 
to pull out all the stops to make every effort 
(informal) o They pulled out all the stops to 
make sure the work was finished on time. 
Stop by /,stop 'bai/ verb to visit someone 
for a short time 

Stopcock /'stopkDk/ noun a tap which 
turns off the main supply of water 
Stopgap /'stopgasp/ noun something used 
for a short time, while waiting for something 
better to be found 


stoplight 

Stoplight /'stDp.lait/ noun US a traffic 
light 

Stop off /,stop 'Df/ verb to stop for a time 
in a place before going on with your journey. 
Synonym call 

Stop over /,stDp 'ouvo/ verb to spend a 
night in a place on a long journey O We ’ll 
stop over * in Rome on the flight to Hong 
Kong. 

Stopover /'stDpouvo/ noun a short over¬ 
night stop on a long journey by air 
Stoppage /'stDpids/ noun 1. the action of 
stopping something from moving O Deliv¬ 
eries will be late because of stoppages on the 
production line. 2. money taken from an em¬ 
ployee’s wages to pay for insurance and tax 
Stopper /'stops/ noun a piece of glass etc., 
put into the mouth of a bottle or jar to close it 
stop press /stop 'pres/ noun, adj a last 
piece of news added to a newspaper before it 
is printed 

Stop up /,stDp 'Ap/ verb 1. not to go to bed 
O We stopped up late to see the New Year in. 
O I’m going to stop up to watch the golf on 
TV. 2. to block something O He tried to stop 
up the hole in the pipe with some kind of 
cement. 

Stopwatch /'stopwotjy noun a watch 
which can be started and stopped by pressing 
a button, used for timing races 
(D storage /'sto:nd 3 / noun 1. the act of 
keeping something in a store or warehouse o 
We put our furniture into storage. O We don’t 
have enough storage space in this house. □ 
to put a plan into cold storage to postpone 
work on a plan, usually for a very long time 
2. the cost of keeping things in store O Stor¬ 
age costs us 10% of the value of the items 
stored. 3. a facility for storing data in a com¬ 
puter O a hard disk with a storage capacity of 
200Mb 

storage capacity /'sto:rid 3 ko.passiti/ 
noun the space available for storage 
storage facilities /'sto:nd 3 fo.silitiz/ 
noun equipment and buildings suitable for 
storage 

(D Store /sto:/ noun 1. a shop, usually a big 
shop O You can buy shoes in any of the big 
stores in town. O Does the store have a hair¬ 
dressing salon? 2. supplies kept to use later 
O We keep a big store of coal for the winter. 
O They bought stores for their journey. 3. a 
place where goods are kept o The goods will 
be kept in store until they are needed. □ to be 
in store for someone, to have something in 
store for someone to be going to happen to 
someone O She’s got a big surprise in store. 
O We didn’t know what would be in store for 
us when we surrendered to the enemy. ■ verb 

1. to keep food etc. to use later o We store 
(away) all our vegetables in the garden shed. 

2. to put something in a warehouse for safe 
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keeping O We stored our furniture while we 
were looking for a house to buy. 3. to keep 
something in a computer file O We store all 
our personnel records on computer. 

Store card /'sto: kaid/ noun a credit card 
issued by a department store which can only 
be used for purchases within that store 
storefront /'sto:frAnt/ noun US a part of a 
store which faces the street, including the en¬ 
trance and the windows (NOTE: The British 
term is shopfront.) 

storehouse /'stoihaus/ noun 1. a place 
where information is kept O The museum is a 
storehouse of expertise on ancient art. 2. a 
place where things are stored {old) O The Ro¬ 
man grain storehouses were burnt in the fire. 
Storeroom /'stoiruim/ noun a room where 
goods can be stored 

(D Storey /'stoiri/ noun a whole floor in a 
building (NOTE: The US spelling is story.) 
Stork /stoik/ noun a large white bird with 
long legs and a long thin red beak 
(D Storm /sto:m/ noun a high wind and very 
bad weather O Several ships got into difficul¬ 
ties in the storm. O How many trees were 
blown down in last night’s storm? O March 
and October are the worst months for storms. 
□ received a storm of applause was cheered 
very loudly ■ verb 1. to rush about angrily o 
He stormed into the shop and demanded to 
see the manager. □ to storm off or out to go 
away or out in anger O She stormed out of the 
meeting and called her lawyer. 2. to attack 
suddenly and capture O Our troops stormed 
the enemy camp. O by storm 1. in a sudden 
rush or attack O The soldiers took the enemy 
castle by storm. 2. in a whirl of excitement O 
The pop group has taken the town by storm. 
O a storm in a teacup a lot of fuss about 
something which is not important ( informal) 
Stormy /'stoimi/ adj 1. when there are 
storms O They are forecasting stormy 
weather for the weekend. 2. involving a lot of 
argument and anger 

® Story /'stoiri/ noun 1. a description that 
tells what really happened O She told her 
story to the journalist. □ it’s a long story it is 
difficult to describe what happened 2. a de¬ 
scription that tells things that did not really 
happen but are invented by someone O The 
book is the story of two children during the 
war. O She writes children’s stories about 
animals. 3. something which is not true O 
Nobody will believe such stories. Synonym 
lie 4. US same as storey (NOTE: The plural 
is stories.) 

storybook /'stoiribuk/ noun a book of 
children’s stories O The library’s choice of 
storybooks for the under fives is excellent. ■ 
adj as good and perfect as in a children’s 
story O To her he seemed like a storybook 
prince. 
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storyline /'stoirilain/ noun the plot of a 
novel or film etc. 

storyteller /'stoiritelo/ noun a person who 
tells a story 

Stout /staut/ adj 1 .(of a person) quite fat o 
He has become much stouter and has diffi¬ 
culty going up stairs. 2. (of material) strong 
or thick O Take a few sheets of stout paper. O 
Find a stout branch to stand on. 3. brave O A 
few stout men held off the enemy attack. 
(NOTE: stouter - stoutest) ■ noun a strong 
dark-coloured beer O He was sitting quietly 
in the bar, drinking a glass of stout. 

<S> Stove /stouv/ noun a piece of equipment 
for heating or cooking. Also called cooker 
Stow /stou/ verb to put away o He had 
stowed all the luggage in the boot of the car. 
stow away /,stou o'wei/ verb 1. to put 
away O It’s June - time you stowed away 
your skis. 2. to travel secretly on a ship or air¬ 
craft without paying the fare O They found 
two students stowing away in a lifeboat. 
Stowaway /'stouowei/ noun a person who 
travels secretly on a ship or aircraft without 
paying 

Straddle /'straed(o)l/ verb 1 . to stand with 
legs apart, on either side of something O He 
straddled the ditch. 2. be on both sides of 
something O The town straddles the main 
highway to the north. 

straggle /'strceg(o)l/ verb 1. to move in 
various directions, not in an orderly fashion 
O After the flood went down a few people 
straggled back to their villages each day. 2. 
to grow or lie in various directions O Her 
hair was straggling over her face. 

Straggler /'straeglo/ noun a person or ani¬ 
mal who comes after everyone else 
straggly /'strasgli/ adj untidy 
® straight /streit/ adj 1. not curved o 
Edgware Road is a long straight street. O 
The line under the picture isn ’t straight. O 
She has straight black hair. O Stand up 
straight! 2. not sloping O Your tie isn *t 
straight. O Is the picture straight? 3. clear 
and simple O I want you to give me a straight 
answer. 4. tidy O Can you get the room 
straight before the visitors arrive? 5. □ to get 
something straight to understand clearly the 
meaning of something O Before you start, 
let’s get this straight - you are not going to 
be paid for the work. 6. heterosexual, not ho¬ 
mosexual O He met up with two straight guys 
in Sydney. 7. □ to keep a straight face to 
stop yourself smiling O She had difficulty 
keeping a straight face as she watched the 
children’s Christmas show. ■ adv 1 . in a 
straight line, not curving O The road goes 
straight across the plain for two hundred 
kilometres. O She was sitting straight in front 
of you. □ to go straight on, to keep straight 
on to continue along this road without turn¬ 


ing off it O Go straight on past the cross¬ 
roads and then turn left. O Keep straight on 
and you ’ll find the hospital just after the su¬ 
permarket. 2. immediately, at once O Wait 
for me here - I’ll come straight back. O If 
there is a problem, you should go straight to 
the manager. 3. without stopping or chang¬ 
ing O She drank the milk straight out of the 
bottle. O The cat ran straight across the road 
in front of the car. O He looked me straight in 
the face. O The plane flies straight to Wash¬ 
ington. 4. (of a drink) with no water or any 
other liquid added O He drinks his whisky 
straight. Also called neat 5. □ to go straight 
to stop committing crimes (informal) o After 
he left prison he went straight for six or seven 
months. ■ noun (on a racetrack) a part 
which is straight O The runners are coming 
into the final straight. i> home straight 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with straits.) 
straightaway /,streit3'wei/ adv at once. 
Synonym immediately. Antonym later 
straighten / l streit(o)n/ verb to make 
straight 

straighten up /,streit(o)n 'ap/ verb 1. to 
stand straight after bending O He straight¬ 
ened up and looked at me. 2. to make some¬ 
thing tidy O I must straighten up my bedroom 
before I leave. 

Straight fight /streit fait/ noun an elec¬ 
tion contest between two candidates only 
<D straightforward /streit'foiwod/ adj 1. 
honest and frank O She gave a straightfor¬ 
ward answer. 2. easy, not complicated O If 
you follow the instructions carefully, it’s 
quite a straightforward job. 

Straight off /,streit 'of/ adv immediately 
(informal) Antonym later 
straight out /,streit 'aut/ adv directly, 
without hesitating 

Strain /strein/ noun 1. the force of pulling 
something tight O Can that small rope take 
the strain of the boat? 2. □ to put a strain on 
to make something more difficult O The 
strong pound will put a strain on our exports. 
O His drinking put a strain on their mar¬ 
riage. 3. a condition where a muscle has been 
stretched or tom by a sudden movement O 
She dropped out of the race with muscle 
strain. 4. nervous tension and stress O Can 
she stand the strain of working in that office? 
5. music, part of a tune O They all sang to the 
strains of the accordion. 6. a variety, breed O 
They are trying to find a cure for a new strain 
of the flu virus. O He crossed two strains of 
rice to produce a variety which is resistant to 
disease. ■ verb 1 . to injure part of your body 
by pulling too hard O He strained a muscle in 
his back or he strained his back. O The effort 
strained his heart. 2. to make great efforts to 
do something O They strained to lift the pi¬ 
ano into the van. 3. to put pressure on some- 
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thing, to make something more difficult O 
The mortgage repayments will strain our 
budget. O The argument strained our rela¬ 
tions. 4. to pour liquid through a sieve to sep¬ 
arate solids from it O Boil the peas for ten 
minutes and then strain. 

Strained /streind/ adj 1. which has been 
pulled or worked too hard O She had to leave 
the game with a strained calf muscle. 2. tense 
or unfriendly O Relations between them be¬ 
came strained. 3. forced, not natural O He 
gave a strained laugh, and said he felt fine. 
Strainer /'streina/ noun a kitchen utensil 
with metal or nylon mesh, used to separate 
solids from a liquid 

Straitened /'streit(a)nd/ adj □ straitened 
circumstances a difficult situation because 
of not having enough money O They were 
living in straitened circumstances. 
straitjacket /'streitd 3 £ekit/ noun 1. a 
strong coat whose sleeves are tied behind the 
back to prevent a violent person from attack¬ 
ing people 2. something which prevents you 
from acting freely 

Straits /streits/ plural noun 1 . a passage of 
water between two larger areas of sea O The 
Straits of Gibraltar can be very rough. 2. 
money difficulties O After my father died the 
family was in dire straits. 

Strand /straend/ noun one piece of hair or 
thread O Strands of hair kept blowing across 
her forehead. ■ verb to leave someone or 
something alone and helpless O Her handbag 
was stolen and she was stranded without any 
money. O The captain stranded the ship on a 
sandbank. 

Stranded /'strandid/ adj alone and unable 
to move 

(2) strange /streind 3 / adj 1 . not usual o It’s 
strange that no one spotted the mistake. O 
Something is the matter with the engine - it’s 
making a strange noise. O She told some very 
strange stories about the firm she used to 
work for. O It felt strange to be sitting in the 
office on a Saturday afternoon. 2. which you 
have never seen before or where you have 
never been before O I find it difficult getting 
to sleep in a strange room. O We went to Ko¬ 
rea and had lots of strange food to eat. 
(NOTE: stranger - strangest) 

© Strangely /'streind 3 li/ adv in a strange 
way 

(D stranger /'streind 3 a/ noun 1. a person 
whom you have never met O I’ve never met 
him - he’s a complete stranger to me. O 
Children are told not to accept lifts from 
strangers. □ you’re quite a stranger I have¬ 
n’t seen you for a long time 2. a person in a 
place where he has never been before O I 
can’t tell you how to get to the post office - 
I’m a stranger here myself. 


strangle /'strarjgal/ verb 1. to kill by 
squeezing the throat so that someone cannot 
breathe or swallow O The marks on his neck 
showed that he had been strangled. 2. to 
slow the development of something O The 
company’s expansion is being strangled by 
lack of funds. 

stranglehold /'strarjga^hauld/ noun 
control which prevents you doing what you 
want to do 

strangler /'strarjgla/ noun a person who 
kills someone by strangling them 
strangulation /,strar)gju'leij(3)n/ noun 
the act of squeezing someone’s throat so that 
they camiot breathe or swallow 
Strap /strap/ noun a long flat piece of ma¬ 
terial used to attach something O Can you do 
up the strap of my rucksack for me? O I put a 
strap round my suitcase to make it more se¬ 
cure. ■ verb 1. to fasten something with a 
strap O He strapped on his rucksack. O The 
patient was strapped to a stretcher. O Make 
sure the baby is strapped into her seat. 2. to 
wrap a bandage tightly round a limb O She 
strapped up his ankle and told him to lie 
down. (NOTE: strapping - strapped) 
strapped /strapt/ adj ( informal ) □ 

strapped for cash not having any money O 
Can you lend me a few pounds as I’m a bit 
strapped for cash at the moment? 

Strapping /'strapir)/ adj big and strong 
( informal ) 

strata /'straita/ i> stratum 

stratagem /'stratad 3 am/ noun a clever 
plan, often to trick someone 
strategic /stra'tiid 3 ik/ adj 1. done with 
the intention of achieving a specific aim 2. 
attacking an enemy from a long distance O 
strategic weapons 

Strategist /'stratad 3 ist/ noun someone 
who makes business, military or other plans 
(D Strategy /'stratad 3 i/ noun the planning 
of actions in advance O Their strategy is to 
note which of their rival’s models sells best 
and then copy it. O The government has no 
long-term strategy for dealing with crime. 
stratosphere /'stratasfia/ noun a higher 
layer of the earth’s atmosphere 
Stratum /'straitam/ noun a layer, espe¬ 
cially of rock O As they dug down, they ex¬ 
posed several strata of rock. (NOTE: The 
plural is strata /'straits/.) 

Straw /stroi/ noun 1 . dry stalks and leaves 
of crops left after the grain has been har¬ 
vested O You’ve been lying on the ground - 
you’ve got bits of straw in your hair. O The 
tractor picked up bundles of straw and 
loaded them onto a truck. 2. a thin plastic 
tube for sucking up liquids O She was drink¬ 
ing orange juice through a straw. 3. □ that’s 
the last straw I can’t stand any more of this 


strawberry 

strawberry /'stroib(o)ri/ noun a common 
soft red summer fruit growing on low plants 
(NOTE: The plural is strawberries.) 

Straw poll /stroi 'poul/ noun an informal 
test of opinion taken near an election day, to 
see how people intend to vote 
Stray /strei/ noun an animal which is lost 
and far away from home O We have two fe¬ 
male cats at home and they attract all the 
strays in the district. ■ adj 1. not where it 
should be o He was killed by a stray bullet 
from a sniper. 2. which is lost or without a 
home O We found a stray cat and brought it 
home. ■ verb to move away from the place 
where it should be o The sheep strayed onto 
the golf course. O The children had strayed 
too far and couldn’t get back. 

Streak /striik/ noun 1. a line of colour o 
She’s had blonde streaks put in her hair. 2. a 
particularly characteristic type of behaviour 
O She has a ruthless streak in her. O It’s his 
mean streak which makes him not buy any 
Christmas cards. 3. a period when a series of 
things happens O I was on a winning streak, I 
won three times in a row. O I hope our un¬ 
lucky streak is coming to an end. □ streak of 
lightning a flash of lightning □ a streak of 
luck a period when you are lucky ■ verb 1 . 
to go very fast O The rocket streaked across 
the sky. 2. to run about naked at a public 
event ( informal) 

Streaker /'striiko/ noun a person who runs 
naked at a public event ( informal) 

@ Stream /striim/ noun 1. a small river o 
Can you jump across that stream? 2. things 
which pass continuously O Crossing the road 
is difficult because of the stream of traffic. O 
We had a stream of customers on the first day 
of the sale. O Streams of refugees tried to 
cross the border. 3. □ to come on stream to 
start production O Output will be doubled 
when the new factory comes on stream. ■ 
verb to flow continuously O Blood was 
streaming down his face. O Cars streamed 
out of the park. O Children streamed across 
the square. □ he has a streaming cold he has 
a cold where his nose is running all the time 
Streamer /'striimo/ noun a long paper strip 
used for decoration 

streaming /'striimig/ noun the practice of 
placing pupils in groups according to their 
ability 

streamline /'striimlain/ verb 1. to design 
a car, plane or boat so that it can move easily 
through water or air O The body of the car 
was streamlined to make it faster. 2. to make 
something more efficient or more simple O 
We are trying to streamline the accounting 
system. 

streamlined /'striimlaind/ adj 1. de¬ 
signed so as to be able to move faster O The 
car has been redesigned with a more stream¬ 
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lined body. 2. efficient and rapid O They have 
a very streamlined production system. O The 
company introduced a more streamlined sys¬ 
tem of distribution. 

(D Street /striit/ noun 1. a road in a town, 
usually with houses on each side O It is diffi¬ 
cult to park in our street on Saturday morn¬ 
ings. O Her flat is on a noisy street. O The 
school is in the next street. 2. used with 
names O What’s your office address? -16 
Cambridge Street. O Oxford Street, Bond 
Street and Regent Street are the main shop¬ 
ping areas in London. (NOTE: When used in 
names, street is usually written St: Oxford 
St.) 3. □ the man or woman in the street an 
ordinary person, who represents what most 
people think o The government’s message is 
not getting through to the man in the street. 
streetcar /'striitkai/ noun US a form of 
public transport, with carriages running on 
rails laid in the street (NOTE: The British term 
is tram.) 

streetlamp /'striit hemp/, streetlight 

/'striitlait/ noun an electric light on a tall 
pole, to light a street 

street map /'striit maep/, street plan 

/'striit plasn/ noun a diagram showing 
streets with their names 
street vendor /'striit , vends/ noun a per¬ 
son who sells food or small items in the street 
Streetwise /'striitwaiz/ adj able to deal 
with difficult and dangerous situations in a 
modem city 

(D Strength /strerjB/ noun 1. being physi¬ 
cally strong O She hasn’t got the strength to 
lift it. O You should test the strength of the 
rope before you start climbing. 2. being 
strong, being at a high level O The strength of 
the demand for the new car is surprising. O 
The strength of the pound increases the pos¬ 
sibility of higher inflation. 3. □ in strength in 
large numbers O The police were there in 
strength. □ at full strength with everyone 
present o The department had several posts 
vacant, but is back to full strength again. □ in 
a show of strength to show how strong an 
army is O In a show of strength, the govern¬ 
ment sent an aircraft carrier to the area. □ to 
go from strength to strength to get stronger 
and stronger O Under his leadership the 
party went from strength to strength. □ on 
the strength of because of o They employed 
him on the strength of the references from his 
previous employer. 

d> strengthen /'streg0(s)n/ verb 1. to 
make something stronger O The sea wall is 
being strengthened to prevent another flood. 
O This will only strengthen their determina¬ 
tion to oppose the government. O We are 
planning to strengthen airport security. 2. to 
become stronger O The wind is strengthening 
from the south-west. Antonym weaken 
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Strenuous /'strenjuos/ adj requiring 
effort 

(D stress /stres/ noun 1. the force or pres¬ 
sure on something O Stresses inside the earth 
create earthquakes. 2. nervous strain caused 
by an outside influence O She has difficulty 
coping with the stress of the office. O People 
in positions of responsibility often have 
stress-related illnesses. 3. the loudness of 
your voice when you pronounce a word or 
syllable O In the word ‘emphasis ’ the stress 
is on the first syllable. (NOTE: The plural is 
stresses.) ■ verb to put emphasis on some¬ 
thing O I must stress the importance of keep¬ 
ing the plan secret. Synonym emphasise 
stressed /strest/ adj worried and tense. 
Synonym harassed. Antonym relaxed 
stressed out /,strest 'aut/ adj very wor¬ 
ried and tense 

stressful /'stresf(o)l/ adj (of a situation) 
which causes stress. Synonym demanding. 
Antonym relaxing 

stress mark /stres mark/ noun a mark 
showing which syllable of a word should be 
stressed 

(D Stretch /stretJV verb 1. to spread out for 
a great distance O The line of cars stretched 
for three miles from the accident. O The 
queue stretched from the door of the cinema 
right round the corner. O White sandy 
beaches stretch as far as the eye can see. 2. 
to push out your arms or legs as far as they 
can O The cat woke up and stretched. O The 
monkey stretched out through the bars and 
grabbed the little boy’s cap. □ to stretch 
your legs to go for a short walk after sitting 
for a long time ( informal ) O In the coffee 
break I went out into the garden to stretch my 
legs. 3. to pull out so that it becomes loose o 
Don ’t hang your jumper up like that - you 
will just stretch it. O These trousers are not 
supposed to stretch. □ he is not fully 
stretched his work is too easy and does not 
make him work as hard as he could ■ noun 
1. a long piece of land, water or road O For 
long stretches of the Transsiberian Railway, 
all you see are trees. O Stretches of the river 
have been so polluted that bathing is danger¬ 
ous. □ the final stretch, the home stretch 
the last stage of a race or journey O He was 
far ahead of the other runners when they 
came to the final stretch. 2. a long period of 
time O For long stretches we had nothing to 
do. □ at a stretch without a break o He 
played the piano for two hours at a stretch. 3. 
a time in prison O He did a stretch in Worm¬ 
wood Scrubs. 4. the action of putting out 
your arms and legs as far as they will go O / 
love to lie in bed and have a good stretch be¬ 
fore I get up. 5. the action of pulling some¬ 
thing out O Give the sweater a stretch before 
you hang it up to dry. 6. □ by no stretch of 


the imagination no one can possibly believe 
that O By no stretch of the imagination can 
you expect him to win. 

stretch back /,stretj 'baek/ verb to go 
back over a long period 
Stretcher /'stretjs/ noun a folding bed 
with handles, on which an injured person can 
be carried by two people 
Stretch to /'stretj tu:/ verb to be enough 
for □ dinner won’t stretch to seven there 
won’t be enough food for seven people □ to 
stretch something or someone to the limit 
to be almost too much for O The new car is 
going to stretch my finances or stretch me to 
the limit. 

Stretchy /'stretji/ adj which stretches. 
Synonym elastic. Antonym rigid 
Strew /stru:/ verb to scatter over a wide 
area (NOTE: strewing - strewed or strewn 
/strum/) 

Stricken /'strikon/ adj, suffix affected by 
disease, emotion or a disaster O Half the 
class was stricken with flu. O They rushed 
rescuers to the stricken villages. O 
Panic-stricken children ran out of the school. 
O Relief workers are bringing food to 
drought-stricken areas. 

<D Strict /strikt/ adj 1. exact o The files are 
in strict alphabetical order. 2. which must be 
obeyed O I gave strict instructions that no 
one was to be allowed in. O The rules are 
vety strict and any bad behaviour will be se¬ 
verely punished. 3. insisting that rules are 
obeyed o Our parents are very strict with us 
about staying up late. (NOTE: stricter - 
strictest) 

(D Strictly /'striktli/ adv in a strict way o 
All staff must follow strictly the procedures in 
the training manual. □ strictly confidential 
completely secret o What I am going to tell 
you is strictly confidential. 

Stride /straid/ noun a long step O In three 
strides he was across the room and out of the 
door. □ to make great strides to advance 
quickly O Researchers have made great 
strides in the treatment of asthma. □ to take 
something in your stride to deal with some¬ 
thing easily o Other people always seem to 
have problems, but she just takes everything 
in her stride. ■ verb to walk with long steps 
O He strode into the room. O We could see 
him striding across the field to take shelter 
from the rain. (NOTE: striding - strode 
/stroud/) 

Strident /'straid(9)nt/ adj unpleasantly 
loud and harsh 

Strife /straif/ noun trouble between people 
@ Strike /straik/ noun 1. the stopping of 
work by workers because of lack of agree¬ 
ment with management or because of orders 
from a trade union O They all voted in favour 
of a strike. O The danger of a strike was 
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averted at the last minute. □ to take strike 
action to go on strike O The workers voted to 
take strike action. □ to come out on strike, 
to go on strike to stop work O The workers 
went on strike for more money. O The bag¬ 
gage handlers are on strike for higher pay. □ 
to call the workforce out on strike to tell 
the workers to stop work O The union called 
its members out on strike. 2. a military attack 
O They launched an air strike against the en¬ 
emy positions. ■ verb 1. to stop working be¬ 
cause of disagreement with management O 
The workers are striking in protest against 
bad working conditions. 2. to hit something 
hard O He struck her with a bottle. O She 
struck her head on the low door. O He struck 
a match and lit the fire. 3. (of a clock) to ring 
to mark an hour O The clock had just struck 
one when she heard a noise in the corridor. 
4. to come to someone’s mind O A thought 
just struck me. O It suddenly struck me that I 
had seen him somewhere before. □ it strikes 
me that I think that O It strikes me that we 
may be charging too much. 5. to surprise 
someone O He was struck by the poverty he 
saw everywhere. 6. to attack O The police are 
afraid the killer may strike again. O The ill¬ 
ness struck without warning. □ to be struck 
down with flu to have a sudden attack of flu 
7. to come to an agreement O We expect to 
strike a deal next week. O They struck a bar¬ 
gain and decided to share the costs. (NOTE: 
striking - struck /strAk/) 

Strike off /.straik 'of/ verb to remove a 
name from a list because of bad behaviour. 
Synonym delete. Antonym include 
Striker /'straiko/ noun 1. a worker who is 
on strike O Strikers picketed the factory. 2. a 
football player whose main task is to score 
goals O His pass back to the goalkeeper was 
intercepted by the opposition striker who 
promptly scored. 

Strike up /,straik 'Ap/ verb 1. to start play¬ 
ing a piece of music O The band struck up, 
and everyone settled in their seats. 2. □ to 
strike up an acquaintance with someone to 
start getting to know someone 
@ Striking /'straikip/ adj noticeable, un¬ 
usual O She bears a striking resemblance to 
the Queen. O It is a very striking portrait of 
Winston Churchill. O within striking dis¬ 
tance quite close O The capital is within 
striking distance of the enemy guns. 
Strikingly /'straikipli/ adv very noticeably 
<U String /strip/ noun 1. a strong thin fibre 
used for tying up things such as parcels O 
This string isn’t strong enough to tie up that 
big parcel. O She bought a ball of string. O 
We’ve run out of string. (NOTE: no plural in 
this meaning: some string, a piece of string) 
2. one of the long pieces of fibre or wire on a 
musical instrument which makes a note when 
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you hit it O a guitar has six strings O He was 
playing the violin when one of the strings 
broke. 3. one of the strong pieces of fibre 
which form the flat part of a tennis racket O 
One of the strings has snapped. 4. a long se¬ 
ries of things or events O She’s been plagued 
with a string of illnesses. O I had a string of 
phone calls this morning. 
string along /,strip o'lop/ verb 1. to walk 
along in a line behind someone O The teach¬ 
ers walked in front and the children strung 
along behind. 2. to promise someone some¬ 
thing to get him or her to to agree to do what 
you want O He was just stringing her along - 
he never intended to marry her, but just 
wanted to get at her money. 
stringed instrument /'stripd 
.instrumont/ noun a musical instrument 
where the notes are played on strings 
Stringent /'stnnd 3 ont/ adj strict or severe. 
Antonym lax 

Stringer /'strips/ noun a journalist who 
sends stories regularly to a newspaper, cover¬ 
ing events in a particular town or country 
<D Strings /'stripz/ plural noun 1. hidden 
conditions □ are there any strings at¬ 
tached? are there any hidden conditions? O 
The bank loaned us the money with no strings 
attached. □ to pull strings to use your influ¬ 
ence to make something happen ( informal ) o 
Her father pulled strings to get her the job. 2. 
□ the strings the section of an orchestra con¬ 
sisting of instruments such as the violin or 
cello O The work provides a lot of scope for 
the strings, t brass, percussion, wind 3. □ 
the strings the members of an orchestra who 
play instruments such as the violin or cello O 
The strings sit at the front of the orchestra, 
near the conductor. 

string vest /strip 'vest/ noun a piece of 
underwear worn on the top of the body, made 
of material woven like a net 
Stringy /'stripi/ adj full of strong fibres 
<D Strip /strip/ noun 1. a long narrow piece 
of something O He tore the paper into strips. 
O Houses are to be built along the strip of 
land near the church. 2. the coloured clothes 
worn by a particular team of football players 
and their supporters O He was wearing the 
Arsenal strip. ■ verb 1. to take off your 
clothes O Strip to the waist for your chest 
X-ray. O He stripped down to his underpants. 
2. to remove completely O The wind stripped 
the leaves off the trees. O First we have to 
strip the old paint off the cupboards. O He 
was stripped of his title following the scan¬ 
dal. (NOTE: stripping - stripped) 
strip cartoon /strip kai'tuin/ noun a car¬ 
toon story made of a series of small drawings 
inside little boxes side by side. Also called 
comic strip 
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Stripe /straip/ noun 1. a long line of colour 
O He has an umbrella with red, white and 
blue stripes. 2. a piece of coloured cloth 
sewn to a soldier’s jacket to show his rank o 
He has just got his sergeant’s stripes. 
Striped /straipt/ adj with lines of different 
colour 

strip lighting /strip 'laitip/ noun a type 
of lighting in the form of long round tubes 
Stripper /'strips/ noun a person who per¬ 
forms a striptease 

Striptease /'striptiiz/ noun an entertain¬ 
ment where someone takes their clothes off 
piece by piece 

Stripy /'straipi/ adj with lines of different 
colour 

Strive /straiv/ verb to try very hard to 
(NOTE: striving - strove /strsuv/ - has 
striven /'striv(s)n/) 
strode /strsud/ 1 > stride 
(D Stroke /strouk/ noun 1. a gentle touch 
with your hand O She gave the dog a stroke. 
2. a serious medical condition in which 
someone suddenly becomes unconscious, 
caused by a blood clot in the brain O He was 
paralysed after his stroke. O She had a stroke 
and died. 3. a movement made with some¬ 
thing such as a pen or brush which makes a 
line O She can draw a cartoon with just a few 
strokes of the pen. 4. the act of hitting some¬ 
thing such as a ball O It took him three 
strokes to get the ball onto the green. □ to 
put someone off his stroke to take some¬ 
one’s attention away from what they are do¬ 
ing, so that they make a mistake O People 
kept on shouting while the minister was 
speaking and that put him off his stroke. 5. a 
sound made when hitting something such as 
a bell □ on the stroke of midnight when the 
clocks are striking twelve 6. □ stroke of luck 
piece of luck O I had a stroke of luck yester¬ 
day -1 found my wallet which I thought I had 
lost. O It was a stroke of luck that you hap¬ 
pened to come along at that moment. □ 
stroke of work action of working O He has- 
n’t done a stroke of work all day. 7. a style of 
swimming O She won the 200m breast 
stroke. 8. (in a rowing boat) the person who 
sits at the back of the boat and controls how 
fast the others row. ■ verb to run your hands 
gently over O She was stroking the cat as it 
sat in her lap. Synonym caress 
Stroll /stroul/ noun a short relaxing walk o 
We went for a stroll by the river after dinner. 
■ verb to walk slowly as a way of relaxing o 
People were strolling in the park. O On 
Sunday evenings, everyone strolls along the 
boulevard. ► Synonym (all senses) saunter 
Stroller /'stroulo/ noun 1. US a light chair 
with wheels for pushing babies in (NOTE: 
The British term is pushchair.) 2. a person 


who strolls along O Crowds of strollers were 
in the streets, looking at the shop windows. 

® strong /strop/ adj 1. who has a lot of 
strength O I’m not strong enough to carry 
that box. 2. which has a lot of force or 
strength O The string broke — we need some¬ 
thing stronger. O The wind was so strong that 
it blew some tiles off the roof. 3. having a 
powerful smell, taste or effect O I don’t like 
strong cheese. O You need a cup of strong 
black coffee to wake you up. O There was a 
strong smell of gas in the kitchen, t strength 
(NOTE: stronger - strongest) ■ suffix used 
to show a number of people O A 50-strong 
party of marines landed on the beach. O a 
20-strong group of shift workers ■ adv □ go¬ 
ing strong still very active, still working o 
She had a heart bypass ten years ago and is 
still going strong. 

strong box /'strop boks/ noun a small 
heavy safe for keeping valuable objects such 
as documents or jewels 
strong currency /strop 'kAronsi/ noun a 
currency which has a high value against other 
currencies 

strong drink /strop 'dripk/ noun alcohol 
stronghold /'strophould/ noun 1. a place 
such as a castle which is difficult for an en¬ 
emy to defeat O The enemy stronghold finally 
surrendered. 2. a place which is famous for 
something O Rome is renowned as the 
stronghold of Catholicism. O The club is a 
stronghold of male chauvinism. 

Strongly /' stropli/ adv in a strong way 
strong-minded /.strop 'maindid/ adj 
with clear ideas which are not easily changed 
Strong point /'strop point/ noun a partic¬ 
ular good skill or quality that someone has. 
Antonym weakness 

strongroom /'stropruim/ noun a special 
room in a bank where valuable objects such 
as documents, money or gold can be kept 
Stroppy /'stropi/ adj behaving in a rude 
and angry way ( informal) 
strove /strouv/ 0 strive 
struck /strAk/1> strike 
<D Structural /'strAktJ(o)rol/ adj referring 
to a structure 

Structurally /'strAkt/oroli/ adv referring 
to the basic structure of something 
@ Structure /'strAktJo/ noun 1. the way in 
which things are organised O a career struc¬ 
ture within a corporation O The company is 
reorganising its discount structure. 2. the 
way in which something is built O The struc¬ 
ture of the bridge had been weakened by con¬ 
stant traffic. 3. a building ■ verb to arrange 
according to a specific system O We've tried 
to structure the meeting so that there is 
plenty of time for discussion. 


struggle 

<S> struggle /'strAg(o)l/ noun 1. a fight o 
After a short struggle the burglar was ar¬ 
rested. 2. a hard effort to do something be¬ 
cause of difficulties O her constant struggle 
to bring up her children O their struggle 
against ill-health O Setting up a new com¬ 
pany during a recession was always going to 
be a struggle. ■ verb 1 . to fight with some¬ 
one who attacks you O Two men were strug¬ 
gling on the floor. 2. to try hard to do 
something difficult O She’s struggling with 
her maths homework. O She struggled to 
carry all the shopping to the car. □ to strug¬ 
gle to your feet to stand up with great diffi¬ 
culty O After the blast from the bomb she 
struggled to her feet and started running. 
Strum /strAm/ verb to play a stringed in¬ 
strument by running your fingers across the 
strings in an informal way (NOTE: strum¬ 
ming - strummed) 

Strut /strAt/ noun a bar of something such 
as wood or metal which supports something 
O They pulled away the struts and the wall 
collapsed. ■ verb to walk in a proud and im¬ 
portant way O She strutted across the stage 
to collect her prize. O He refused to accept 
their offer and strutted out of the room. Syn¬ 
onym swagger (NOTE: strutting 
strutted) 

Stub /stAb/ noun 1. a small piece left after 
something has been used O He walked along 
the gutter looking for cigarette stubs. 2. a 
piece of paper left after a cheque or a ticket 
has been tom out of a book O Look at your 
cheque stubs to see when you wrote the 
cheque. ■ verb □ to stub your toe on some¬ 
thing to hurt your toe by hitting it against 
something O I stubbed my toe on a rock on 
the beach. 

stubble /'stAb(o)l/ noun 1 . short stems left 
in the ground after a crop such as wheat has 
been cut 2. short hairs which grow on a 
man’s chin if he does not shave for several 
days O She told him to shave, as she didn’t 
like his stubble. 

Stubbly /'stAbli/ adj □ stubbly beard a 
mass of short rough hairs growing on a man’s 
chin □ stubbly chin a man’s chin covered 
with short rough hairs 

Stubborn /'stAbon/ adj 1. determined not 
to change your mind O He’s so stubborn - he 
only does what he wants to do. 2. difficult to 
remove O To get rid of really stubborn stains 
you will need to use bleach. ► Synonym (all 
senses) obstinate 

Stubbornly /'stAbonli/ adv in an obstinate 
way 

Stubby /'stAbi/ adj short and thick or 
thick-set 

stuck /st Ak/1> stick 

Stuck-up /,stAk 'Ap/ adj proud and think¬ 
ing you are better than other people ( infor¬ 


study 

mal). Synonym snobbish. Antonym un¬ 
assuming 

(D Stud /st Ad/ noun 1 . a nail with a head that 
stands out above a surface O He had a pat¬ 
tern of studs on his belt. 2. a hard metal ob¬ 
ject such as a nail fixed to the bottom part of 
a boot O His boots have specially large studs. 
3. a type of button with two heads for passing 
through two holes to fasten a shirt O I can’t 
wear my dinner shirt — I’ve lost my dress 
studs. 4. a small piece of gold jewellery worn 
in the ear O She wears a stud in her nose. 5. a 
horse which is kept for breeding □ to put a 
horse out to stud to use a male horse for 
breeding 6. a young man who is extremely 
sexually attractive ( informal) 

Studded /'stAdid/ adj 1 . which has a sur¬ 
face decorated with many nails or similar ob¬ 
jects O a massive studded door 2. full of, 
covered with O The film has a star-studded 
cast. O The valley was studded with little 
cottages. 

(D Student /'stju:d(o)nt/ noun a person 
who is studying at a college, university or 
school O All the science students came to my 
lecture. O She’s a brilliant student. O Two 
students had to sit the exam again. 
student loan /,stju:d(o)nt 'bun/ noun an 
amount of money borrowed by a student to 
pay for things such as food or rent while they 
are studying at university 
students’ union /,stju:d(>)nts 'juinjon/ 
noun 1 . a building where university students 
meet to drink, eat and take part in social 
events 2. a group representing the students at 
a university 

Studies /'stAdiz/ plural noun the activity of 
going to college or university 
(D Studio /'stjuidiou/ noun 1 . a room 
where an artist paints O She uses this room as 
a studio because of the good light. 2. a place 
where photographers take photographs O A 
studio photograph of the bride and groom. 3. 
a place where things such as films or broad¬ 
casts are made O The TV series was made at 
Teddington Studios. O And now, back to the 
studio for the latest news and weather report. 
O They spent the whole day recording the 
piece in the studio. 4. a very small flat for 
one person, usually one room with a small 
kitchen and bathroom O You can rent a stu¬ 
dio overlooking the sea for £300 a week in 
high season. (NOTE: The plural is studios.) 
studio apartment /'stjuidiou o.paitmont/ 
noun an apartment with one main room, and 
a kitchen and bathroom 
Studious /'stjuidios/ adj enjoying study, 
spending a lot of time studying 
(D Study /'st Adi/ noun 1 . the work of exam¬ 
ining something carefully to learn more 
about it O The company asked the consultant 
to prepare a study into new production tech- 
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niques. O The review has published studies 
on the new drug. □ to carry out a feasibility 
study on a project to examine the costs and 
possible profits to see if the project should be 
started 2. a room used for quiet work such as 
reading or writing O When he says he is go¬ 
ing to his study to read, we suspect it means 
he ’s going to have a nap. ■ verb 1 . to learn 
about a subject at college or university O He 
is studying medicine because he wants to be 
a doctor. O She’s studying French and Span¬ 
ish in the modern languages department. 2. 
to examine something carefully to learn more 
about it O We are studying the possibility of 
setting up an office in New York. O The gov¬ 
ernment studied the committee’s proposals 
for two months. O Doctors are studying the 
results of the screening programme. 3. to 
look at something carefully O She was study¬ 
ing the guidebook. 

(D Stuff /stAf/ noun 1. a substance, espe¬ 
cially something unpleasant O You’ve got 
some black stuff stuck to your shoe. 2. equip¬ 
ment or possessions O Dump all your stuff in 
the living room. O Take all that stuff and put 
it in the dustbin. O All your photographic 
stuff is still in the back of my car. 3. informa¬ 
tion or ideas about something O She talked 
about the dangers of smoking and all that 
stuff about lung cancer. 4. □ to do your stuff 
to do what people want you to do or what you 
are good at ( informal) o Come on, England, 
do your stuff! O Everyone must do their stuff 
quickly if we want the work to be finished to¬ 
night. □ to know your stuff to know your 
subject well, to be good at what you are do¬ 
ing O It was fascinating to listen to him, he 
really knows his stuff. ■ verb 1. to push 
something into something to fill it O He 
stuffed his pockets full of peppermints. O The 
banknotes were stuffed into a small plastic 
wallet. 2. to put small pieces of food such as 
bread, meat or herbs inside meat or vegeta¬ 
bles before cooking them O We had roast 
veal stuffed with mushrooms. 3. □ to stuff 
yourself to eat a lot (informal ) o They were 
stuffing themselves on chocolate pudding. 4. 
to fill the skin of a dead animal so that it 
looks alive O There was a stuffed tiger at the 
top of the staircase in the old castle. 5. □ get 
stuffed go away, stop annoying me (infor¬ 
mal, rude) O You can tell the manager to go 
and get stuffed. 

Stuffed /stAft/ adj 1. filled with stuffing or 
some other filling O They served stuffed vine 
leaves as a starter. 2. feeling completely full, 
especially after eating too much ( informal) 
stuffiness /'st Afinas/ noun the fact of be¬ 
ing stuffy 

Stuffing /'stAfir)/ noun 1. a mixture of 
small pieces of food such as bread, fat, on¬ 
ions and herbs put inside a chicken, fish or 


vegetables before cooking them O Iprepared 
the stuffing for the fish according to my 
mother’s recipe. 2. a soft material used to fill 
things such as children’s toys or chair seats o 
The stuffing’s coming out of this cushion. 3. 
□ to knock the stuffing out of someone to 
make someone lose their confidence (infor¬ 
mal) O When his wife ran away with his best 
friend it seemed to knock all the stuffing out 
of him. 

Stuffy /'stAfi/ adj 1. without any fresh air o 
Can’t you open a window, it’s so stuffy in 
here? O I dislike commuting into town every 
day on stuffy underground trains. 2. dull and 
out of date O We want to change the stuffy 
image of the firm. 3. (of a nose) which is 
blocked with mucus O His stuffy nose is 
caused by an allergy. (NOTE: stuffier - 
stuffiest) 

Stumble /'stAmbol/ verb 1 . to almost fall 
by hitting your foot against something O He 
stumbled as he tried to get down the stairs in 
the dark. 2. to walk in way that is not steady 
O He was stumbling around in the cellar, 
looking for the light switch. 3. □ to stumble 
across something to find something by acci¬ 
dent O I stumbled across this letter which 
someone had hidden. 4. to make mistakes 
when reading O He managed to stumble 
through the reading test. O She read the TV 
news without stumbling over any of the for¬ 
eign words. 

stumbling block /'stAmblir) blok/ noun 
something which prevents you doing what 
you want to do. Synonym obstacle 
Stump /stAmp/ noun 1 . a short piece of 
something left sticking up, such as the main 
stem of a tree that has been cut down O After 
cutting down the trees, we need to get rid of 
the stumps. 2. one of the three sticks placed 
in the ground as a target in cricket O The ball 
hit the stumps and the last man was out. □ 
stumps were drawn the game of cricket 
came to an end ■ verb 1 . to walk along with 
heavy steps O He stumped angrily out of the 
shop. 2. to ask someone a difficult question 
which they cannot answer O The MD was 
stumped when the committee asked him how 
many hours the average packer worked. O 
Today’s crossword has stumped me com¬ 
pletely or has got me stumped. 

Stump up /, stAmp 'ap/ verb to pay money 
(informal) 

Stumpy /'stAmpi/ adj short and fat. Ant¬ 
onym lanky 

Stun /stAn/ verb 1 . to make someone be¬ 
come unconscious with a blow to the head O 
The blow on the head stunned him. Synonym 
knock out 2. to shock someone completely 
O She was stunned when he told her that he 
was already married. (NOTE: stunning - 
stunned) 


stung 

stung /stAr)/1> sting 
stunk /stAgk/1) stink 
Stunning /'stAmg/ adj impressive, ex¬ 
tremely beautiful. Synonym spectacular 
Stunt /stAnt/ noun a trick or dangerous act 
done to attract attention O Climbing up the 
outside of the building was just a publicity 
stunt. O He’s so fit that he insists on doing all 
the stunts in his films himself ■ verb to pre¬ 
vent something from growing O The trees on 
the top of the cliff are stunted by strong 
winds. O The children’s development was 
stunted by malnutrition and disease. Syn¬ 
onym inhibit 

Stunt man /'stAnt masn/ noun a man who 
carries out dangerous acts in films in place of 
a film star 

stupendous /stjui'pendos/ ad] extremely 
unusual, very large or impressive 
® Stupid /'stjuipid/ adj 1. not very intelli¬ 
gent O What a stupid man! 2. behaving in a 
way that is not sensible O It was stupid of her 
not to wear a helmet when riding on her 
scooter. O He made several stupid mistakes. 
Stupidity /stjui'piditi/ noun being stupid 
Stupidly /'stjuipidli/ adv in a stupid way 
Stupor /'stjuipo/ noun the state of being al¬ 
most unconscious 

Sturdy /'st3idi/ adj strong or full of energy 
(NOTE: sturdier - sturdiest) 

Stutter /'stAto/ noun a speech problem 
where you repeat the sound at the beginning 
of a word several times o He is taking ther¬ 
apy to try to cure his stutter. ■ verb to repeat 
the same sounds when speaking O He stut¬ 
tered badly when making his speech ► Syn¬ 
onym (all senses) stammer 
Sty /stai/ noun a little building where a pig 
is kept, t pigsty 

<D Style /stall/ noun 1. a way of doing 
something, especially a way of designing, 
drawing or writing O The room is decorated 
in Chinese style. O The painting is in his 
usual style. O That style was fashionable in 
the 1940s. 2. a fashionable way of doing 
things O She always dresses with style. O 
They live in grand style, t hairstyle 3. a way 
someone behaves, thinks or lives O It’s not 
her style to forget an appointment. O Their 
style of life wouldn ’ t suit me. ■ verb to de¬ 
sign something □ to have your hair styled to 
go to the hairdresser’s to have your hair cut 
and set in a particular way 
Styling /'stailig/ noun the way in which 
something is designed 

Stylised /'stailaizd/, stylized adj drawn or 
designed in a fixed way that does not look 
natural. Synonym conventional 
Stylish /'stailiJV adj attractive and 
fashionable 


subject 

Stylist /'stailist/ noun a person who gives a 
style to something 

Stylistic /stai'listik/ adj referring to style 
in art 

Stylus /'stailos/ noun the needle of a record 
player 

suave /swaiv/ adj extremely polite with 
very good manners, though often with an un¬ 
pleasant character (NOTE: suaver - 
suavest) 

sub IsAbl abbr 1 . submarine 2. subscription 
3. substitute 

sub- /sAb/ prefix below, under 
subcommittee /'sAbkomiti/ noun a small 
committee which is set up by a main commit¬ 
tee and deals with a specific matter 
subconscious /sAb'kDnJos/ adj referring 
to mental processes such as memory which 
people do not realise they have, but which 
can affect their actions O Aggression serves a 
subconscious desire to do better than others. 
■ noun a part of your mind which has ideas 
or feelings which you do not realise are there 
O Somewhere, deep in his subconscious, was 
a feeling of hatred for his family. 
subconsciously /sAb'konJosli/ adv in a 
subconscious way 

subcontinent /sAb'kDntinont/ noun a 
large mass of land which is a separate part of 
a continent 

subcontract noun /sAb'kontraekt/ a con¬ 
tract between the main company managing a 
whole project and another firm who will do 
part of the work ■ verb /.SAbkon'trcekt/ to 
agree with a company that they will do part 
of the work for a project O The electrical 
work has been subcontracted to Smith Ltd. 
subcontractor /'sAbkon.traskto/ noun a 
company which has a contract to do work for 
the main company managing a project 
subculture /'sAb.kAltJo/ noun a separate 
social group within a larger culture 
subdivide /.sAbdi'vaid/ verb to divide up 
something which has already been divided 
subdivision /'sAbdivi3(o)n/ noun the di¬ 
vision of something into smaller parts 
subdue /sob'dju:/ verb to defeat, to bring 
under control 

subdued /sob'djuid/ adj 1 . very quiet, not 
excited o The audience was very subdued. 2. 
not bright O The room has been painted in 
subdued colours. 3. not loud O A subdued 
discussion was going on in a far corner of the 
restaurant. 

subgroup /'sAb,gru:p/ noun a small sepa¬ 
rate group within a larger group 
subheading /'sAbhedig/ noun a heading 
used to divide something such as a long doc¬ 
ument into smaller sections 
(D subject noun /'sAbd3ikt/ 1. the thing 
which you are talking about or writing about 
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subjection 

O He suddenly changed the subject of the 
conversation. O The newspaper has devoted 
a special issue to the subject of pollution. 2. 
the main person or thing which is shown in a 
piece of art such as a painting O The same 
subject is treated quite differently in the three 
paintings. 3. an area of knowledge which you 
are studying O Maths is his weakest subject. 
O You can take up to five subjects at ‘A ’ 
Level. 4. □ to be the subject of to be the per¬ 
son or thing talked about or studied O The 
painter Chagall will be the subject of our lec¬ 
ture today. O Advertising costs are the sub¬ 
ject of close examination by the auditors. 5. a 
noun or pronoun which comes before a verb 
and shows the person or thing that does the 
action expressed by the verb ( grammar) o In 
the sentence ‘the cat sat on the mat ’ the word 
‘cat’ is the subject of the verb ‘sat ’. 6. a per¬ 
son who is from a country that has a king or 
queen o a British subject ■ verb /sAb'd 3 ekt/ 
□ to subject someone to to make someone 
suffer something unpleasant O The guards 
subjected the prisoners to physical violence. 
O We were subjected to a barrage of ques¬ 
tions by reporters. ■ adj /'sAbd 3 ikt/ under 
the control of an authority O subject to 1. 
depending on something O We want you to 
go on a study tour to France, subject to get¬ 
ting your parents ’ permission. □ the con¬ 
tract is subject to government approval the 
contract will be legal only if it is approved by 
the government □ sale subject to contract a 
sale which is not legal until a proper contract 
has been signed □ offer subject to availabil¬ 
ity the offer depends on the goods which are 
available 2. affected by O The timetable is 
subject to change without notice. O These ar¬ 
ticles are subject to import tax. O After re¬ 
turning from the tropics he was subject to 
bouts of malaria. 

subjection /sob'd 3 ekJon/ noun the action 
or process of bringing a person or people un¬ 
der the control of someone else 
subjective /sob'd 3 ektiv/ adj seen from 
your own point of view, and therefore possi¬ 
bly influenced by your feelings or beliefs. 
Synonym biased. Antonym objective 
subjectivity /.sAbd^ek'tiviti/ noun the 
fact of being subjective, of seeing things 
from your own point of view. Synonym bias. 
Antonym objectivity 

subject line /'sAbd 3 ikt lain/ noun the 
part at the top of an e-mail where the subject 
of the message is written 
subject matter /'sAbd 3 ikt .maeto/ noun 
the subject dealt with in something such as a 
book or TV programme 
sub judice /sAb 'd3Uidisi/ adv being con¬ 
sidered in a court of law, and therefore not to 
be mentioned in the press 


subjunctive /sob'd3Ai]ktrv/ noun the 
form of a verb used to express something 
such as a doubt, suggestion or wish 
sublet /sAb'let/ verb to let another person 
pay rent to live in part of a property you are 
paying rent for (NOTE: subletting - sublet) 
sublime /so'blaim/ adj 1. impressive, 
beautiful O the sublime music of Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony O the sublime sight of 
snow-capped mountains towering above the 
lake 2. complete o He showed sublime indif¬ 
ference to the demands of the staff. ■ noun □ 
from the sublime to the ridiculous from a 
very good thing to a very silly thing in com¬ 
parison O To leave your Rolls Royce in the 
garage and go everywhere on a pushbike is 
really going from the sublime to the 
ridiculous. 

submarine /'sAbmoriin/ adj which is un¬ 
der the water o a submarine pipeline ■ noun 
a special type of ship which can travel under 
water O The submarine dived before she was 
spotted by enemy aircraft. 
submerge /sob'm3id3/ verb 1. to cover 
with something, especially with water O At 
high tide the rocks are completely sub¬ 
merged. 2. to go under water O The subma¬ 
rine submerged and disappeared from view. 
3. □ to submerge yourself in something to 
become completely involved in a type of 
work to forget about other problems O After 
the death of her mother she submerged her¬ 
self in her medical work. 
submersion /sob'm3:J(o)n/ noun the fact 
of being submerged 

submission /sob'miJXojn/ noun 1. the 
state of giving in or having to obey someone 
O Their plan was to starve the enemy into 
submission. (NOTE: no plural in this mean¬ 
ing) 2. a piece of evidence, a document or an 
argument used in court O In his submission, 
he stated that the council had always acted 
within the law. 

submissive /sob'misiv/ adj (of a person) 
who obeys all orders, or who gives in easily. 
Antonym assertive 

(D submit /sob'mit/ verb 1. □ to submit to 

to give in to O He definitely won’t submit to 
blackmail. 2. to put something forward for 
someone to examine O You are requested to 
submit your proposal to the planning com¬ 
mittee. O He submitted a claim to the insur¬ 
ers. O Reps are asked to submit their 
expenses claims once a month. 3. to state 
your case in court O The defence submitted 
that there was no case to answer. (NOTE: 
submitting - submitted) 
subordinate adj /so'boidinot/ under the 
control of someone else; less important □ 
subordinate to which is under the control of 
O The new arrangement will make our de¬ 
partment subordinate to yours. ■ noun /so- 
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'boidinot/ a person who is under the 
direction of someone else O His subordinates 
find him difficult to work with. Synonym as¬ 
sistant. Antonym boss ■ verb /so- 
'boidineit/ ( formal ) □ to subordinate some¬ 
thing to something else to put something in 
a less important position than something else 
O We were taught to subordinate our per¬ 
sonal feelings to the needs of the state. 
subordinate clause /so.boidinot 'kb:z/ 
noun a clause in a sentence which depends 
on the main clause 

subordination /so.bDidi'neiJOjn/ noun 
the act of subordinating 
subpoena /so'piino/ noun a court order 
telling someone to appear in court O She has 
been served a subpoena to appear in court 
next month. ■ verb to order someone to ap¬ 
pear in court O The finance director was sub¬ 
poenaed by the prosecution. Synonym 
summon (NOTE: subpoenaed) 
subscribe /sob'skraib/ verb 1. □ to sub¬ 
scribe to a magazine to pay in advance for a 
series of issues of a magazine 2. to give 
money to O He subscribes to several chari¬ 
ties. 3. □ to subscribe to a view to agree 
with a view ( formal ) o I subscribe to the 
view that government expenditure should be 
reduced. 

subscriber /sob'skraibo/ noun 1 . a person 
who subscribes to a magazine O The extra is¬ 
sue is sent free to subscribers. O a subscriber 
to a magazine O a magazine subscriber 2. a 
person who pays regularly to use a service O 
Telephone subscribers who don’t pay their 
bills have their phones cut off. 3. a person 
who has applied for shares in a new company 
O There were very few subscribers to the re¬ 
cent share issue. 

subscription /sob'skripjon/ noun 1 . the 
amount of money which someone pays to a 
magazine for a series of issues O Did you re¬ 
member to pay the subscription to the com¬ 
puter magazine? □ to take out a 
subscription to a magazine to start paying 
for a series of issues of a magazine □ to can¬ 
cel a subscription to a magazine to stop 
paying for a magazine 2. money paid to a 
club for a year’s membership O He forgot to 
renew his club subscription. 3. □ subscrip¬ 
tion to a new share issue the offering of new 
shares in a company for sale 
subsection /'sAb.sekJXojn/ noun a divi¬ 
sion of a section such as in a document 
subsequent /'sAbsikwont/ adj which co¬ 
mes later (formal). Synonym following. Ant¬ 
onym preceding 

subsequently /'sAbsikwontli/ adv hap¬ 
pening later or following something which 
has already happened 

subservient /sob'ssiviont/ adj 1 . always 
giving in to others O Stand up for your rights 


- you shouldn ’t be so subservient. 2. not as 
important as O Each state is subservient to 
the federation. 

subset /'sAb.set/ noun a mathematical set 
whose elements are contained in another set 
subside /sob 1 said/ verb 1. to go down, to 
become less loud or strong O After the rain¬ 
storms passed, the flood waters gradually 
subsided. O His anger subsided and he began 
to try to find out what had happened. O He 
waited for the noise to subside before going 
on with his speech. 2. (of a piece of ground 
or a building) to fall to a lower level o The 
office block is subsiding because it is built on 
clay. Synonym sink 

subsidence /'sAbsid(o)ns/ noun (of a 
piece of ground or a building) an act of sink¬ 
ing or falling to a lower level 
subsidiarity /sob.sidi'seriti/ noun (in the 
European Union) the principle that decisions 
should be taken at the level of each individ¬ 
ual government and not at the level of the Eu¬ 
ropean Commission 

subsidiary /sob'sidiori/ adj which is less 
important O They queried one or two subsid¬ 
iary items in the estimate. ■ noun a company 
which is owned by a parent company O Most 
of the profit comes from subsidiaries in the 
Far East. 

subsidise /'sAbsidaiz/, subsidize verb to 
help by giving money 

subsidy /'sAbsidi/ noun money given to 
help pay for something which does not make 
a profit (NOTE: The plural is subsidies.) 
subsist /sob'sist/ verb 1. to stay alive, to 
manage O Some people can subsist on very 
little food. 2. to continue to exist (formal) o 
Doubts subsist in my mind as to his true iden¬ 
tity. O Some traces of the old dialect still sub¬ 
sist in the islands. 

subsistence /sob'sistons/ noun the 
smallest amount of things such as food and 
money which a person needs to live on □ to 
live at subsistence level to have only just 
enough money to live on O People living be¬ 
low subsistence level are eligible for govern¬ 
ment grants. 

(D substance /'sAbstons/ noun 1. a solid 
or liquid material, especially one used in 
chemistry O A secret substance is added to 
the product to give it its yellow colour. O 
Toxic substances got into the drinking water. 
2. the truth behind an argument O There is no 
substance to the rumour that he was con¬ 
trolled by the mafia. O She brought docu¬ 
ments to add substance to her claim. 3. □ a 
man of substance a rich man (formal) 4. a 
drug O He was found to have certain illegal 
substances in his suitcase. 
substandard /sAb'stasndod/ adj not up to 
the usual standard. Synonym inferior 
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(D substantial /sob'stasnjol/ adj 1. large, 
important O She was awarded substantial 
damages. O He received a substantial sum 
when he left the company. O A substantial 
amount of work remains to be done. 2. large, 
which satisfies O We had a substantial meal 
at the local pub. 3. solid, strong O This wall 
is too flimsy, we need something much more 
substantial. 

substantially /sob'staenjoli/ adv 1. 
mainly, mostly O Their forecast was substan¬ 
tially correct. 2. by a large amount O The 
cost of raw materials has risen substantially 
over the last year. 

substantiate /sob'stasnfieit/ verb to 
prove that something which has been stated 
is true. Antonym disprove 
substantive /sob'stasntrv/ adj 1. real, 
which is serious 2. referring to a permanent 
military rank O He holds the substantive rank 
of colonel. ■ noun (in grammar) a noun o 
Some substantives such as ‘child’ and ‘man ’ 
have irregular plural forms. 
substitute /'sAbstitjuit/ noun a person or 
thing that takes the place of someone or 
something else O This type of plastic can be 
used as a substitute for leather. O The substi¬ 
tute teacher was better than the teacher him¬ 
self. O When the goalkeeper was injured they 
sent on a substitute. ■ verb □ to substitute 
something or someone for something or 
someone else to put something or someone 
in the place of something or someone else O 
He secretly substituted the fake diamond for 
the real one. □ to substitute for someone to 
replace someone O Who will be substituting 
for the sales manager when she’s away on 
holiday? 

substitution /.sAbsti'tjutJXojn/ noun the 
act of substituting someone or something for 
someone or something else 
subsume /sob'sjuim/ verb to include 
something in a larger group or set ( formal ) 
subterfuge /'sAbtofjuidy noun a trick or 
clever way of doing something 
subterranean /.sAbto'reinion/ adj under 
the ground 

subtitle /'sAbtait(o)l/ noun a translation of 
the words spoken in a film which are shown 
at the bottom of the screen 
subtitled /'sAbtait(9)ld/ adj with subtitles 
subtle /'sAt(o)l/ adj 1. not obvious or easily 
seen O There’s a subtle difference between 
the two political parties. 2. complicated or 
delicate O a sauce with a subtle taste of 
lemon O A subtler shade would be better than 
that bright colour. (NOTE: subtler - 
subtlest) 

subtlety /'sAt(o)lti/ noun careful thought 
processes which are difficult to explain 


succeed 

subtotal / , SAb l t9ut(o)l/ noun the total of 
one section of a set of numbers 
subtract /sob'trsekt/ verb to take one num¬ 
ber away from another (NOTE: subtracting is 
usually shown by the minus sign - : 10 - 4 = 
6: say ‘ten subtract four equals six’) 
subtraction /sob'trsekjon/ noun the act of 
subtracting one number from another 
subtropical /sAb'trDpik(o)l/ adj referring 
to the subtropics 

subtropics /sAb'tropiks/ plural noun ar¬ 
eas of the world between the tropics and the 
temperate zones 

suburb /'sAb3ib/ noun an area on the edge 
of a town where there are houses and shops 
but not usually factories or other large 
industries 

suburban /so'bsibon/ adj referring to the 
suburbs. Antonym central 
suburbia /so'bsibio/ noun the middle- 
class suburban districts around a city. Syn¬ 
onym suburbs 

suburbs /'sAb3ibz/ plural noun the areas 
all round the edge of a town where a lot of 
people live 

subversion /s3b'v3ij(3)n/ noun secret 
acts against a government 
subversive /sob'v3:siv/ adj acting se¬ 
cretly against the government or people in 
authority O The police are investigating sub¬ 
versive elements in the student organisations. 
Synonym dissident. Antonym law-abiding 
■ noun a person who acts secretly against the 
government O The police have arrested sev¬ 
eral known subversives. Synonym dissident 
subvert /sob'v3:t/ verb to make something 
such as a system fail, or to damage or destroy 
the existing political system. Synonym 
undermine 

subway /'sAbwei/ noun 1. an underground 
passage along which people can walk, e.g. so 
that they do not have to cross a busy road O 
There’s a subway from the bus station to the 
shopping centre. 2. US an underground rail¬ 
way system O the New York subway O It will 
be quicker to take the subway to Grand Cen¬ 
tral Station. (NOTE: The London equivalent 
is the tube or Underground.) 
sub-zero /sAb 'ziorou / adj below zero de¬ 
grees in temperature 

(D succeed /sok'siid/ verb 1. to do well or 
to make a lot of profit O His business has 
succeeded more than he had expected. 2. □ 
to succeed in doing something to do what 
you have been trying to do O She succeeded 
in passing her driving test. O I succeeded in 
getting them to agree to my plan. 3. to man¬ 
age to do something which is rather stupid 
( informal, humorous) o They succeeded in 
getting lost in the centre of London. 4. to fol¬ 
low after someone in a particular job or posi- 
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succeeding 

tion because they have left the job O Mr 
Smith was succeeded as chairman by Mr 
Jones. □ to succeed to the throne to become 
king or queen O He succeeded to the throne 
when his grandfather died. 
succeeding /sok'siidir)/ adj 1. following 
after someone in their job or position in soci¬ 
ety 2. obtaining something such as a title or 
some property when the person who previ¬ 
ously held it dies 

(D success /sok'ses/ noun 1. achieving 
what you have been trying to do O She’s been 
looking for a job in a library, but without any 
success so far. 2. doing something well O 
Her photo was in the newspapers after her 
Olympic success. O The new car has not had 
much success in the Japanese market. 3. 
somebody or something that succeeds O The 
launch of the new model was a great success. 
O He wasn’t much of a success as a manager. 
O The cataract operation was a complete 
success. (NOTE: The plural is successes.) 

(D successful /sok'sesf(o)l/ adj who or 
which does well O He’s a successful business 
man. O She’s very successful at hiding her 
real age. O Their selling trip to German 
proved successful. 

(J) successfully /sok'sesf(o)li/ adv 
achieving what was intended 
succession /sok'seJ(o)n/ noun 1. a series 
of the same type of thing O I had a succes¬ 
sion of phone calls from my relatives. □ in 
succession one after the other O Three peo¬ 
ple in succession have asked me the same 
question. O He won the title five times in suc¬ 
cession. 2. taking a property or a title from 
someone who has died O The question of the 
succession to the throne is often mentioned in 
the newspapers. 

successive /sok'sesiv/ adj which come 
one after the other. Synonym consecutive 
successively /sok'sesivli/ adv one com¬ 
ing after the other 

successor /sok'seso/ noun a person who 
takes over from someone. Antonym pre¬ 
decessor 

success story /sAk'ses ,sto:ri/ noun a 
person or something such as an invention that 
has been a great success 
succinct /sok'siqkt/ adj exact, not using 
many words. Synonym concise 
succulent /'sAkjulont/ adj with a very 
pleasant taste, e.g. because of being full of 
juice O The succulent dinner was much ap¬ 
preciated. O They served each of us a succu¬ 
lent slice of roast chicken. Synonym juicy ■ 
noun a type of plant with thick fleshy leaves 
and stems O She has a collection of succu¬ 
lents in her conservatory. 
succumb /so'kAm/ verb 1. to accept defeat 
2. to die from an illness or injury 


succumb to /so'kAm tu:/ verb 1. to give 
in to, to be defeated O Whenever I pass a 
sweet shop I succumb to temptation and buy 
some chocolates. O The stronghold finally 
succumbed after it was bombed. O He suc¬ 
cumbed to pressure from his family and took 
a holiday. 2. to die from O Cholera struck the 
refugee camps and thousands succumbed. O 
They rapidly succumbed to the rigours of the 
Siberian winter. 

(D such /sAtJV adj 1. of this sort o The po¬ 
lice are looking for such things as drugs or 
stolen goods. □ no such not existing O There 
is no such day as April 31st. O Someone was 
asking for a Mr Simpson but there is no such 
person working here. 2. very; so much O 
There was such a crowd at the party that 
there weren’t enough chairs to go round. O 
It’s such a shame that she’s ill and has to 
miss her sister’s wedding. ■ pron this type of 
person or thing O She’s very competent, and 
is thought of as such by the management. O 
The noise was such that it stopped me 
sleeping. 

suchlike /'sAtJlaik/ adj, pron similar (peo¬ 
ple or things) 

® suck /sAk/ verb 1. to hold something with 
your mouth and pull at it with your tongue O 
The baby didn’t stop sucking his thumb until 
he was six. 2. to have something in your 
mouth which makes your mouth produce wa¬ 
ter O He bought a bag of sweets to suck in the 
car. 3. to pull liquid into your mouth by us¬ 
ing the muscles in your mouth O She sucked 
the orange juice through a straw. ■ noun the 
action of sucking O He’s had a lick of my ice 
cream and now he wants a suck of my ice 
lolly. 

sucker /'sAko/ noun 1. a part of an animal 
which sticks to a surface by sucking o An oc¬ 
topus has rows of suckers on its arms. 2. a lit¬ 
tle plastic cup which sticks to a surface by 
suction O Some hooks can be glued to the 
wall, others stick with suckers. 3. a person 
who is easily tricked into doing something 4. 
a person who cannot resist something O He’s 
a sucker for chocolate desserts. O He’s a 
sucker for any pretty girl. 5. (of a plant) a 
shoot which comes from the bottom of the 
stem or from a root O You need to cut all 
those suckers off the roses. 
suck up /,SAk 'Ap/ verb 1. to take in o The 
new vacuum cleaner sucks up dust very effi¬ 
ciently. 2. □ to suck up to someone to flatter 
someone so as to get good treatment (infor¬ 
mal) O You should see the way he sucks up to 
the boss. 

suction /' SAk Jon/ noun the action of suck¬ 
ing out air, so that two surfaces stick together 
(D sudden /'sAd(o)n/ adj which happens 
very quickly or unexpectedly O The sudden 
change in the weather caught us unprepared. 
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sudden death playoff 

O The bus came to a sudden stop. O His deci¬ 
sion to go to Canada was very sudden. □ all 
of a sudden suddenly, quickly, giving you a 
shock O All of a sudden the room went dark. 

sudden death playoff /,sAd(3)n deO 
'plemf/ noun the ending of a game in which 
the scores are level, when each player or side 
tries to score and the one who scores first 
wins 

(D suddenly /'sAd(3)nli/ adv quickly and 
giving you a shock O The car in front 
stopped suddenly and I ran into the back of 
it. O Suddenly the room went dark. O She 
suddenly realised it was already five o ’clock. 
Synonym unexpectedly. Antonym 
gradually 

suddenness /'sAd(3)nn3s/ noun the fact 
of being extremely fast or unexpected 
suds /sAdz/ plural noun a mass of soap 
bubbles on the surface of water 
sue /sju:/ verb to take someone to court, to 
start a legal case against someone to get pay¬ 
ment for the harm or damage they have 
caused 

suede /sweid/ noun leather with a soft sur¬ 
face that looks like velvet 
suet /'sunt/ noun the hard fat from around 
an animal’s kidneys, used in cooking 
3) suffer /'sAfs/ verb 1 . to be in a bad situa¬ 
tion, to do badly O The harvest has suffered 
during the rainy weather. O Exports have 
suffered during the last six months. 2. to re¬ 
ceive an injury O He suffered multiple inju¬ 
ries in the accident. 3. to feel pain O He 
didn’t suffer at all, and was conscious until 
he died. 4. □ to suffer from something to 
have an illness or a fault O She suffers from 
arthritis. O The company’s products suffer 
from bad design. O Our car suffers from a 
tendency to overheat. 

sufferer /'sAfara/ noun a person who has a 
particular disease 

suffering /'sAf(3)rir)/ noun pain felt over a 
long period of time □ to put an animal out 
of its suffering to kill an animal which is 
very ill. t long-suffering 
suffice /sa'fais/ verb to be enough ( formal) 
□ suffice it to say it is enough to say o Suf¬ 
fice it to say that we are not at all happy with 
the results. 

sufficiency /sa'fiJXajnsi/ noun enough of 
something, t self-sufficiency 
© sufficient /sa'fiJXsjnt/ adj as much as is 
needed O Does she have sufficient funds to 
pay for her trip? O There isn’t sufficient 
room to put the big sofa in here. O Allow 
yourself sufficient time to get to the airport, t 
self-sufficient. Synonym adequate. Ant¬ 
onym insufficient 

sufficiently /ss'fiJXajntli/ adv well 
enough 


suffix /'sAfiks/ noun a set of letters added 
to the end of a word to make another word. 
Compare prefix (NOTE: The plural is suf¬ 
fixes.) 

suffocate /'sAfakeit/ verb 1. to make 
someone stop breathing by cutting off the 
supply of air, or to die from lack of air to 
breathe O She was accused of suffocating the 
baby. O The family suffocated in the 
smoke-filled room. 2. to be uncomfortable 
because of heat and lack of air ( informal) o 
We ’re suffocating in this little room. 
suffocating /'sAfakeitirj/ adj 1. which 
makes breathing difficult O He stepped out of 
the plane into Delhi’s suffocating heat. 2. ex¬ 
tremely uncomfortable because of being too 
hot, crowded or too closely controlled O She 
found it difficult to work in the suffocating at¬ 
mosphere of the head office. 
suffocation /.SAfa'keiJXsjn/ noun making 
someone become unconscious by cutting off 
their supply of air. Also called asphyxia 
suffrage /'sAfrid3/ noun a right to vote in 
elections 

© sugar /'J’ugo/ noun 1. a substance that 
you use to make food sweet O How much 
sugar do you take in your tea? O A spoonful 
of sugar will be enough. O Can you pass me 
the sugar, please? 2. a spoonful of sugar O 
How do you take your coffee? - milk and one 
sugar, please. 

sugar beet /'J’uga bi:t/ noun a root vege¬ 
table which is used for making sugar 
sugarcane /'Jugskein/ noun a tall plant 
whose thick stems contain a sweet liquid sub¬ 
stance from which sugar is made, grown in 
many tropical areas 

sugary /'Jugsri/ adj 1. very sweet, contain¬ 
ing a lot of sugar O Don’t serve sugary drinks 
to children. 2. very sentimental O The film is 
a sugary story of adolescent love. 

(J) suggest /safest/ verb to mention an 
idea to see what other people think of it o 
The chairman suggested that the next meet¬ 
ing should be held in October. O Might I sug¬ 
gest a visit to the museum this afternoon? O 
What does he suggest we do in this case? 

® suggestion /sa^est/an/ noun an idea 
that you mention for people to think about O 
We have asked for suggestions from passen¬ 
gers. O The company acted upon your sug¬ 
gestion. O Whose suggestion was it that we 
should go out in a boat? O I bought those 
shares at the stockbroker’s suggestion. 
suggestive /s3'd3estiv/ adj 1 . □ sugges¬ 
tive of which suggests O The music is sug¬ 
gestive of a calm evening in the country. 2. 
which suggests sex O He sang some very 
suggestive songs. 

suicidal / l su:i'said(3)l/ adj 1 . wanting to 
kill yourself O He has suicidal tendencies. O 
After her son’s death she became suicidal. 2. 
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very dangerous O He had a suicidal habit of 
driving at high speed along little country 
roads. 

suicide /'sunsaid/ noun 1. the act of kill¬ 
ing yourself O Whether her death was mur¬ 
der or suicide is not yet known. □ to commit 
suicide to kill yourself O He killed his two 
children and then committed suicide. □ at¬ 
tempted suicide, suicide attempt an act of 
trying to kill yourself, but not succeeding O 
She is still in hospital after her suicide at¬ 
tempt. 2. a person who has killed himself 
suicide note /'sunsaid nout/ noun a let¬ 
ter left by someone who has committed 
suicide 

(D suit /suit/ noun 1. a set of pieces of cloth¬ 
ing made of the same cloth and worn to¬ 
gether, such as a jacket and trousers or skirt O 
A dark grey suit will be just right for the in¬ 
terview. O The pale blue suit she was wear¬ 
ing was very chic. 2. one of the four sets of 
cards with the same symbol in a pack of 
cards O Clubs and spades are the two black 
suits and hearts and diamonds are the two 
red suits. 3. □ to follow suit to do what ev¬ 
eryone else does O She jumped into the pool 
and everyone else followed suit. 4. a lawsuit, 
legal action or claim ■ verb 1. to look good 
when worn by someone O Green usually 
suits people with red hair. O That hat doesn’t 
suit her. 2. to be convenient O He’ll only do 
it when it suits him to do it. O Thursday at 11 
o ’clock will suit me fine. □ suit yourself do 
what you want 

suitability /.suits'biliti/ noun the degree 
to which someone or something is suitable 
(D suitable /'suit3b(3)l/ adj which fits or 
which is convenient O I’m looking for a suit¬ 
able present. O We advertised the job again 
because there were no suitable candidates. O 
A blue dress would be more suitable for an 
interview. Synonym appropriate. Antonym 
unsuitable 

suitably /'suitsbli/ adv in a convenient or 
fitting way 

(D suitcase /'suitkeis/ noun a box with a 
handle which you carry your clothes in when 
you are travelling □ to live out of a suitcase 
to travel so frequently that you do not spend 
much time at home ( informal) 
suite /swiit/ noun 1. a set of rooms, espe¬ 
cially expensive rooms O Their offices are in 
a suite of rooms on the eleventh floor. O They 
booked a suite at the Savoy Hotel. □ VIP 
suite a suite at an airport or in a hotel which 
is intended for very rich or famous people 2. 
a set of pieces of furniture 3. several short 
pieces of music played together as one item 
O the ‘Planets Suite ’ by Gustav Holst (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with sweet.) 
suited /'suitid/ adj suitable 


summary 

suitor /'suito/ noun a person who wants to 
marry a girl {old) 

sulk /sAlk/ noun □ a sulk, the sulks a pe¬ 
riod when you behave in a way which shows 
you are annoyed, often by refusing to speak 
to anyone O She had a fit of the sulks and re¬ 
fused to talk to anyone. O I don't mind if she 
goes into a sulk, but she has to learn to do as 
she ’s told. ■ verb to show you are annoyed 
by not saying anything O They ’re sulking be¬ 
cause we didn’t invite them. 
sulky /'sAlki/ adj showing that you are an¬ 
noyed (NOTE: sulkier - sulkiest) 
sullen /'sAlan/ adj silent and sulky 
sulphur /'sAlfs/ noun a non-metallic ele¬ 
ment, which is usually found in the form of 
yellow powder, and smells of rotten eggs 
(NOTE: The US or technical spelling is sul¬ 
fur.) 

sulphur dioxide /.sAlfs dai'oksaid/ 
noun a colourless gas which has a strong un¬ 
pleasant smell and causes serious air pollu¬ 
tion (NOTE: The US or technical spelling is 

sulfur dioxide.) 

sulphurous /'sAlfsras/ adj full of or con¬ 
taining sulphur (NOTE: The US or technical 
spelling is sulfurous.) 
sultan /'s Alt an/ noun a Muslim prince 
sultana /sAl'tains/ noun a type of pale 
seedless raisin 

sultry /'sAltri/ adj 1. {of weather) hot and 
making you feel uncomfortably sticky O A 
massive thunderstorm brought the sultry 
weather to an end. 2. attractive in a dark and 
passionate way O Her sultry good looks at¬ 
tracted the eye of her boss. (NOTE: sultrier - 
sultriest) 

(D sum /sAm/ noun 1 . a quantity of money o 
He only paid a small sum for the car. O A 
large sum of money was stolen from his safe. 
O We are owed the sum of £500. 2. a simple 
problem in arithmetic O She tried to do the 
sum in her head. 3. the total of two or more 
numbers added together O The sum of all 
four sides will give you the perimeter of the 
field. 

summarily /'sAmarili/ adv immediately 
and without discussion or attention to the 
usual way of doing things 
® summarise /'sAmsraiz/, summarize 
verb to make a short account of what has 
happened or what has been said. Synonym 
precis 

(D summary /'sAmari/ noun a short de¬ 
scription of what has been said or written, or 
of what happened, without giving all the de¬ 
tails O She gave a summary of what hap¬ 
pened at the meeting. O Here’s a summary of 
the book in case you don’t have time to read 
it. O It is 7.30 and here is a summary of the 
news. Synonym precis (NOTE: The plural is 
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summaries.) ■ adj which happens immedi¬ 
ately O He was given a summary trial. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with summery.) 

® summer /'sAma/ noun the hottest time of 
the year, the season between spring and au¬ 
tumn O Next summer we are going to Greece. 
O The summer in Australia coincides with 
our winter here in England. O I haven’t any 
summer clothes - it’s never hot enough here. 
summer camp /'sAma kaemp/ noun a 
place where children go for a holiday without 
their parents in the summer, usually in the 
country 

summer holiday /.saitis 'holidei/ noun a 
holiday which you have in the summer 
(NOTE: The US term is summer vacation.) 
summerhouse /'sAmahaus/ noun a small 
building in a garden, where people can sit 
when it is warm 

summer school /'sAma skuil/ noun 
classes held at a school, college or university 
during the summer holiday 
summer solstice /.saitio 'solstis/ noun 
21st June, the longest day in the northern 
hemisphere, when the sun is at its furthest 
point south of the equator 
summertime /'sAmstaim/ noun the time 
of year when it is summer 
Summer Time /'saitis taim / noun a sys¬ 
tem where the clocks are set forward one 
hour in March to take advantage of the longer 
period of daylight 

summery /'sAmsri/ adj like the summer, 
which is suitable for the summer (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with summary.) 
summing-up /.sAmig 'ap/ noun a speech 
by the judge at the end of a trial, where he 
goes over all the evidence and arguments, 
and points out important points of law to the 
jury 

d> summit /'sAmit/ noun 1. the top of a 
mountain O It took us three hour’s hard 
climbing to reach the summit. 2. same as 

summit meeting 

summit meeting /.SAmit 'miitir)/, sum¬ 
mit conference /.SAmit 'kDnf(a)r9ns/ 
noun a meeting where heads of state discuss 
international issues 

summon /'sAman/ verb 1. to tell people to 
come to a meeting ( formal ) o The president 
summoned a meeting of the supreme council. 
O She was summoned to appear before the 
committee. 2. □ to summon up courage to 
force yourself to be brave enough to do 
something O He summoned up enough cour¬ 
age to do his first solo flight. □ to summon 
up strength to manage to have enough 
strength to do something O He summoned up 
all his strength and climbed the last few 
metres to the top. 


summons /'sAmanz/ noun 1. an official 
order to go to see someone O He received a 
summons to see the president. 2. an official 
order or document telling someone to appear 
in court to be tried for a criminal offence or 
to defend a civil action O He threw away the 
summons and went on holiday to Spain. □ to 
serve a summons on someone to give some¬ 
one a summons officially ■ verb to order 
someone to appear in court O He was sum¬ 
monsed as a witness at the magistrates’ 
court. 

sumo /'suimau/ noun a Japanese style of 
wrestling, where two very large wrestlers try 
to throw each other out of a ring 
sumptuous /'sAmptJuas/ adj very expen¬ 
sive or impressive. Synonym costly 
sum total /sAm 'taut(a)l/ noun the total 
amount of something which may not be as 
much as you want. Synonym whole 
sum up /,SAm 'Ap/ verb 1. to make a sum¬ 
mary of what has been said O I’d just like to 
sum up what has been said so far. O Can you 
sum up the most important points in the 
speech for me? 2. (of a judge) to speak at the 
end of a trial and go over all the evidence and 
arguments for the benefit of the jury O I was 
surprised the judge did not mention that 
when he summed up. (NOTE: summing - 
summed) 

(D sun /sAn/ noun 1. a very bright star round 
which the earth travels and which gives light 
and heat O The sun was just rising when I got 
up. O I’ll try taking a photograph now that 
the sun’s come out. O Don’t stare at the 
eclipse of the sun, even with sunglasses. 2. 
the light from the sun O I’d prefer a table out 
of the sun. O We ’re sitting in the shade be¬ 
cause the sun’s too hot. O She spent her 
whole holiday just sitting in the sun. □ every¬ 
thing under the sun everything possible o 
We talked about everything under the sun. ■ 
verb □ to sun yourself to sit in the sun and 
get warm O The cat was sunning herself on 
the window sill. 

sunbathe /'sAnbeid/ verb to lie in the sun 
to get your skin brown 
sunbather /'sAnbeida/ noun a person who 
lies in the sun 

sunbathing /'sAnbeidii)/ noun the prac¬ 
tice of lying in the sun to get your skin brown 
sunbed /'sAn.bed/ noun 1. a piece of 
equipment which you use to make your skin 
look brown by means of ultraviolet light 2. 
same as sunlounger 

sunburn /'sAnb3in/ noun damage to the 
skin caused by being in the sun for too long 
sunburnt /'sAnb3int/ adj (of the skin) 
damaged or made red by the sun 
suncream /'sAnkriim/ noun a cream 
which you put on your skin to prevent it be¬ 
ing sunburnt 
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sundae /'sAndei/ noun a sweet dish of ice 
cream, cream, fruit and nuts and a sweet 
sauce 

<D Sunday /'SAndei/ noun the seventh day 
of the week, the day between Saturday and 
Monday O Last Sunday we went on a picnic. 
O Most shops are now open on Sundays. O 
Can we fix a lunch for next Sunday? O The 
15th is a Saturday, so the 16th must be a 
Sunday. O Today is Sunday, November 19th. 
□ in your Sunday best wearing your best 
clothes O All the children came in their 
Sunday best. 

Sunday school /'sAndei skuil/ noun 
classes held on a Sunday, where children are 
taught about the Christian religion 
sundial /'sAndaial/ noun a type of outdoor 
clock with a central piece whose shadow 
points to the time when the sun shines on it 
sundown /'sAndaun/ noun the time when 
the sun goes down in the evening. Synonym 
sunset. Antonym sunrise 
sun-dried /'sAndraid/ adj which has been 
dried in the sun to preserve it 
sundries /'sAndriz/ plural noun small arti¬ 
cles or small objects not listed in detail 
sundry /'sAndri/ adj various O The tourists 
made sundry purchases in the market. □ sun¬ 
dry items a lot of different small objects. 
Synonym various ■ noun □ all and sundry 
everyone O He told all and sundry about his 
operation. 

sunflower /'sAnflaua/ noun a very large 
yellow flower on a very tall stem 
sung /sAr)/i> sing 

d> sunglasses /'sAnglaisiz/ plural noun 
dark glasses worn to protect your eyes from 
the sun O I always wear sunglasses when I’m 
driving. 

sun hat /'sAnhaet/ noun a hat worn to pro¬ 
tect your head from the sun 

sunk/sArjk/1) sink 

sunken /'sApkan/ adj 1. which is under the 
surface of water O The boat must have hit a 
sunken log. O The channel is blocked by 
sunken wrecks. 2. lower than the area around 
O a sunken garden 

sunlamp /'sAnlaemp/ noun a type of light 
which gives off ultraviolet rays like those of 
the sun, used to make your skin brown 
sunlight /'sAnlait/ noun the light which 
comes from the sun (NOTE: no plural) 
sunlit /'sAnlit/ adj bright with the light of 
the sun 

Sunni /'suni/ noun 1. one of the main 
branches of Islam 2. a member of the Sunni 
branch of Islam 

sunny /'sAni/ adj 1. with the sun shining o 
Another sunny day! O They forecast that it 
will be sunny this afternoon. 2. where the sun 
often shines O We live on the sunny side of 
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the street. O Their sitting room is bright and 
sunny, but the dining room is dark. 3. □ 
sunny side up US (of an egg) cooked in hot 
fat on one side only without being turned 
over, so you can see the yolk ( informal) 
sunrise /'sAnraiz / noun the time when the 
sun comes up in the morning. Synonym 
dawn. Antonym sunset 
sunroof /'sAnruif/ noun a part of the roof 
of a car which opens to let in light and air 
sunscreen /'sAnskrim/ noun a cream 
which you put on your skin to prevent 
sunburn 

sunset /'sAnset/ noun the time when the 
sun goes down in the evening. Synonym 
sundown. Antonym sunrise 
sunshade /'sAnJeid/ noun a light um¬ 
brella to protect you from the sun. Synonym 
parasol 

sunshine /'sAnJain/ noun a pleasant light 
from the sun (NOTE: no plural) 
sunstroke /'sAnstrsuk/ noun a serious 
medical condition caused by spending too 
much time in hot sun 

suntan /'s Ant sen/ noun the brown colour of 
skin caused by sunlight 
suntanned /'sAntsend/ adj brown from 
having been exposed to the sun 
sun visor /'sAn ,vaizo/ noun a little screen 
which folds down in front of a car driver, to 
keep the sun out of his eyes 
sun worshipper /'sAn .wsijipo/ noun a 
person who loves sunbathing 
super /'suipo/ adj very good (dated) 
superb /su'p3ib/ adj extremely good. Syn¬ 
onym excellent. Antonym abysmal 
superbly /su'p3:bli/ adv in a superb way 
supercharger /'su:p9tja:d39/ noun an 
apparatus on a car engine for increasing the 
power 

supercilious /.suips'siliss/ adj looking 
down on other people, considering other peo¬ 
ple as not good enough. Synonym arrogant 
supercomputer /.suipakam'pjuita/ 
noun a high-speed computer 
® superficial ^suips'fiJXajl/ adj 1. which 
affects only the top surface O The damage 
was only superficial. O She suffered a few su¬ 
perficial grazes but nothing serious. 2. deal¬ 
ing only with the most obvious and simple 
matters O I can’t answer your question be¬ 
cause I only have a very superficial knowl¬ 
edge of the subject. 3. not serious O He’s 
very superficial, you can’t have a serious 
conversation with him. 

superficially ^suipa'fiJXsjli/ adv in a su¬ 
perficial way 

superfluous /su:'p3:flu9s/ adj which is 
more than is needed; not necessary, not 
needed. Synonym extra. Antonym basic □ 
superfluous hair hair which is growing in 
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places where it is not thought to be beautiful 
O You can get a cream for removing super¬ 
fluous hair. 

superhuman /.suipo'hjuimon/ adj be¬ 
yond what humans are usually able to do, or 
having unusually great abilities 
superimpose ^suiporim'pouz/ verb 1. to 
place on top of something else O They tried 
to superimpose a new level of management 
on top of the old one. 2. to lay one picture 
over another so that they are both visible; to 
print one thing on top of another O If you su¬ 
perimpose one picture on the other you get 
the impression of a ghost in the room. 
superintend /.suiporin'tend/ verb to be 
in charge of work, to watch carefully, to see 
that work is well done. Synonym supervise 
superintendent /.suiporin'tendont/ 
noun a person who is responsible for work, 
or for a place O Go and see the building su¬ 
perintendent if a pipe is leaking. 
superior /su'piorio/ adj 1. of very high 
quality O He gave her a very superior box of 
chocolates. Antonym inferior □ superior to 
better than O Our products are vastly supe¬ 
rior to theirs. O Their distribution service is 
much superior to ours. 2. in a higher rank O 
Soldiers should always salute superior offi¬ 
cers. □ superior to someone of a higher rank 
than someone O She is superior to him in the 
office hierarchy. 3. thinking you are better 
than other people O He gives himself such su¬ 
perior airs. ■ noun a person in a higher rank 
O Each manager is responsible to his 
superior. 

superiority /su.piori'oriti/ noun being 
more important, more intelligent, better than 
someone else O The superiority of the Brazil¬ 
ians in the World Cup was obvious. O He 
gives the impression of effortless superiority. 
superlative /su'p3:lotiv/ adj extremely 
good O He’s a superlative goalkeeper. Syn¬ 
onym excellent ■ noun the form of an ad¬ 
jective or adverb showing the highest level 
when compared with another O ‘ Biggest ’ is 
the superlative of ‘big. ’ O Put a few superla¬ 
tives in the ad to emphasise the superiority of 
the product. 

COMMENT: Superlatives are usually formed 
by adding the suffix -est to the adjective: 
‘quickest’ from ‘quick’, for example. In the 
case of long adjectives, they are formed by 
putting ‘most’ in front of the adjective: ‘most 
comfortable’, ‘most expensive’, and so on. 
Some superlatives are irregular, such as 
‘worst’ and ‘best’. You can also form super¬ 
latives by adding phrases like ‘as possible’ 
(as big as possible). 

superman /'suipomasn/ noun a man who 
has superhuman strength, power or ability 
(NOTE: The plural is supermen.) 
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supermarket /'suipomaikit/ noun a large 
store selling mainly food and household 
goods, where customers serve themselves 
and pay at a checkout O We’ve got no tea left, 
can you buy some from the supermarket? O 
We do all our shopping in the local 
supermarket. 

supermodel /'su:pomDd(3)l/ noun a 
famous fashion model who earns a lot of 
money 

supernatural /.suipo'naetJXojrol/ adj 
which cannot be explained by the laws of na¬ 
ture O He believes in supernatural occur¬ 
rences like ghosts. ■ noun □ the 
supernatural things which happen which 
cannot be explained by the laws of nature O 
You can’t dismiss the supernatural 
completely. 

superpower /'suipopauo/ noun an ex¬ 
tremely powerful country with great eco¬ 
nomic strength and large armed forces 
supersede /.suipo'siid/ verb to take the 
place of something which has become old 
and no longer useful. Antonym precede 
supersonic /.suipo'somk/ adj going 
faster than the speed of sound 
superstar /'suiposta:/ noun an extremely 
famous film actor or other performer 
superstition /.suipo'stiJXojn/ noun a be¬ 
lief in magic and that some things are lucky 
and others unlucky 

superstitious /.suipo'stijos/ adj believ¬ 
ing in magic and the supernatural. Antonym 

rational 

superstore /'suiposto:/ noun a very large 
self-service store selling a wide range of 
goods or selling a variety of things of the 
same type 

(D supervise /'suipovaiz/ verb to watch 
carefully, to see that work is well done. Syn¬ 
onym oversee 

(D supervision /,su:p3'vi3(o)n/ noun the 
act of supervising 

(D supervisor /'suipovaizo/ noun a person 
who supervises someone’s work or a univer¬ 
sity teacher who supervises a student’s thesis 
supervisory /'suipovaizori/ adj in charge 
of other people’s work or activities □ in a su¬ 
pervisory capacity or role as a supervisor 
supper /'sApo/ noun the meal which you 
eat in the evening □ to have supper to eat an 
evening meal O We ’ll have supper on the ter¬ 
race. O We usually have supper at about 7 
o ’clock. O Come and have some supper with 
us tomorrow evening, t See note at dinner 
supplant /so'plaint/ verb to take the place 
of someone or something. Synonym oust 
supple /'sap(o)1/ adj who or which bends 
easily 

supplement noun /'sAplimont/1. a thing 
which is in addition, especially an additional 


868 


869 


suppress 


supplementary 

amount O The company gives him £200 per 
month as a supplement to his pension. O You 
need to take a vitamin supplement every 
morning. O Look in the supplement at the 
back of the book. 2. a magazine which is part 
of a newspaper O I read his article in the 
Sunday supplement. 3. an additional section 
at the back of a book O Look in the supple¬ 
ment at the back of the book. ■ verb 
/'sApliment/ to add to O We will supplement 
the ordinary staff with six part-timers during 
the Christmas rush. Antonym deduct 
supplementary /.sApli'mentfcJri/ adj in 
addition to what is already there. Synonym 
extra 

supplier /so'plaio/ noun a person, com¬ 
pany or country that supplies something. 
Antonym consumer 

supplies /so'plaiz/ plural noun things such 
as food and equipment which are needed for 
a particular activity O medical supplies 
® supply /so'plai/ noun 1. a store of some¬ 
thing which is needed o We have two weeks ’ 
supply of coal. □ in short supply not avail¬ 
able in large enough quantities to meet peo¬ 
ple’s needs o Fresh vegetables are in short 
supply during the winter. □ the law of sup¬ 
ply and demand general rule that the 
amount of something which is available is 
connected to the amount wanted by people 
who are likely to buy it 2. something which is 
needed, such as goods, products or services O 
The electricity supply has failed again. O 
They signed a contract for the supply of com¬ 
puter equipment. O Rebel forces have cut off 
the town’s water supply. ■ verb to provide 
something which is needed O Details of ad¬ 
dresses and phone numbers can be supplied 
by the store staff. O He was asked to supply a 
blood sample. O She was asked to supply the 
names of two referees. O They have signed a 
contract to supply online information. □ to 
supply someone with something or supply 
something to someone to provide someone 
with what they need O The local farm sup¬ 
plies the college with milk and cheese. O He 
supplies cheese to the hotel. 

® support /ss'poit/ noun 1. an object or 
structure which stops something from falling 
O They had to build wooden supports to hold 
up the wall. 2. something which helps keep 
something else in place O The bandage pro¬ 
vides some support for the knee. 3. an act of 
encouraging and helping someone, or of 
agreeing with their plans O The chairman has 
the support of the committee. O She spoke in 
support of our plan. 4. help in the form of 
money o We have had no financial support 
from the bank. ■ verb 1. to hold something 
up to stop it falling down O The roof is sup¬ 
ported on ten huge pillars. 2. to provide 
money to help someone or something O We 


hope the banks will support us during the ex¬ 
pansion period. 3. to encourage someone or 
something o Which football team do you 
support? O She hopes the other members of 
the committee will support her. 4. to accept 
something O The public will not support an¬ 
other price increase. 5. to keep a computer 
system or program working O The main com¬ 
puter system supports six workstations. 

® supporter /so'poito/ noun a person who 
encourages someone or something O It 
sounds a good idea to me — I’m surprised it 
hasn’t attracted more supporters. Synonym 
follower. Antonym detractor 
support group /so'poit gruip/ noun a 
group of people who meet to discuss their 
problems and help one another 
supporting /so'poitiij/ adj having a small 
part in a film, play, or programme as opposed 
to being the main star 

supportive /ss'poitiv/ adj who supports, 
helps or encourages. Synonym helpful. Ant¬ 
onym unhelpful 

(D suppose /so'pouz/ verb 1. to think 
something is likely to be true or to happen o 
Where is the secretary? -1 suppose she’s go¬ 
ing to be late as usual. O I suppose you’ve 
heard the news? O What do you suppose 
they ’re talking about? O Will you be coming 
to the meeting this evening? - I suppose I’ll 
have to. O I don’t suppose many people will 
come. 2. ( showing doubt) what happens if? 
O Suppose it rains tomorrow, do you still 
want to go for a walk? O He’s very late - 
suppose he’s had an accident? O Suppose I 
win the lottery! □ I suppose so used to give 
a doubtful ‘yes’ o Please can I go to the 
party? - Oh, I suppose so. O supposed to 
be 1. should, ought to O The children were 
supposed to be in bed. O How I am supposed 
to know where he is? 2. believed to be O He’s 
supposed to be a good dentist. O The fdm is 
supposed to be awful. 

supposed /so'pouzt/ adj accepted as true 
but not definitely true 

supposedly /so'pouzidli/ adv as we sup¬ 
pose. Synonym allegedly. Antonym 
actually 

supposing /so'pouzig/ conj what happens 
if? 

supposition /.SApa'ziJXojn/ noun some¬ 
thing which is thought to be true or correct, 
but cannot be proved 

suppress /so'pres/ verb 1. to limit some¬ 
thing such as a person’s freedom O The re¬ 
bellion was ruthlessly suppressed and its 
leaders executed. 2. to stop something being 
made public O All opposition newspapers 
have been suppressed. O They tried to sup¬ 
press the evidence but it had already got into 
the newspapers. 3. to stop yourself showing 
what you really feel O She suppressed her 
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feeling of annoyance and tried to look happy. 
O He couldn’t suppress a smile. 
suppression /s9'prej(9)n/ noun the act of 
suppressing 

supremacy /su'premosi/ noun the posi¬ 
tion of being the strongest power 
supreme /su'priim/ adj greatest, in the 
highest position O Her dog was supreme 
champion. O It meant one last supreme ef¬ 
fort, but they did it. 

Supreme Court /su,pri:m 'ko:t/ noun the 
highest court in a country 
supremely /su'priimli/ adv to the greatest 
degree. Synonym extremely 
supremo /su'priimou/ noun a person in 
charge of a very large organisation ( informal ) 
surcharge /'s3itja:d3/ noun an extra 
charge on goods O There is a 10% surcharge 
on goods that are delivered. ■ verb to charge 
an extra amount O We have been surcharged 
because of a fall in the exchange rate. 

(D sure /Juo/ adj 1. certain, without any 
doubt O Is he sure he can borrow his 
mother’s car? O I’m sure I left my wallet in 
my coat pocket. O It’s sure to be cold in Rus¬ 
sia in December. O Make sure or be sure that 
your computer is switched off before you 
leave. 2. which is definitely true or will defi¬ 
nitely happen O It’s a sure remedy for 
hayfever. 3. □ sure of yourself confident that 
what you do is right O He’s only just starting 
in business, so he’s still not very sure of him¬ 
self. ■ adv 1. mainly US meaning yes O Can 
I borrow your car? - sure, go ahead! O I 
need someone to help with this computer pro¬ 
gram - sure, I can do it. 2. US as emphasis O 
He sure was mad when he saw what they’d 
done to his car. 3. □ for sure certainly O 
They said the book would arrive on Thursday 
for sure. O I don’t know which day it came 
for sure. □ (and) that’s for sure used for 
emphasising a statement O She ’ll never agree 
to come, and that’s for sure. 
sure-footed /Jo: 'futid/ adj 1 . unlikely to 
trip or fall 2. confident and not likely to make 
mistakes 

(D surely /'Juoli/ adv 1. of course, certainly 
(used mostly in questions where a certain 
answer is expected) o Surely they can’t ex¬ 
pect us to work on Sundays? O But surely 
their office is in London, not Oxford? O 
They 'll surely complain about the amount of 
work they have to do. 2. carefully 
surety /'Juoroti/ noun 1 . a person who 
takes the responsibility that someone will do 
something 2. money paid as a guarantee that 
someone will appear in court 
surf /s3if/ noun a mass of white foam com¬ 
ing onto a beach on large waves O The surf is 
too rough for children to bathe. (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with serf.) ■ verb 1. to ride on 
large waves coming onto a beach on a surf¬ 
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board O I’d like to be able to surf. O It’s too 
dangerous to go surfing today. 2. □ to surf 
the Internet to surf the Net to spend time 
looking at a lot of websites, looking at the 
pages in no particular order 
(J) surface /'s3ifis/ noun 1. the top part of 
something O When it rains, water collects on 
the surface of the road. O The surface of the 
water was completely still. O He stayed a 
long time under water before coming back to 
the surface. O Dinosaurs disappeared from 
the surface of the earth millions of years ago. 
Antonym inside 2. the way someone or 
something appears to be O He seemed calm 
but under the surface he was furious. ■ verb 

1. to come up to the surface O The captain 
gave orders for the submarine to surface. 2. 
to cover the surface of something such as a 
road or floor with hard material O We’ve had 
the drive surfaced with asphalt. O The 
kitchen floor is supposed to be surfaced with 
non-slip material. 3. to appear openly O His 
fear of failure has surfaced again. 4. to wake 
up ( informal ) o If you haven’t surfaced by 
8.30, I’ll come and wake you up. 
surface mail /'s3ifis meil/ noun post 
which is sent by road, rail or sea and not by 
air. Compare airmail 

surfboard /'s3:fbo:d/ noun a long board 
made especially for standing on to ride on top 
of large waves coming onto a beach 
surfeit /'S3ifit/ noun too much. Synonym 
excess. Antonym deficit 
surfer /'s3:fo/ noun a person who surfs 
surfing /'s3ifii]/ noun 1. to ride waves on a 
surfboard as a sport or for fun 2. to keep 
switching from channel to channel on a tele¬ 
vision or from site to site on the Internet in no 
particular order 

surge /S3id3/ noun 1. a sudden increase in 
the quantity of something O The fine weather 
has brought a surge of interest in camping. O 
The TV commercials generated a surge of or¬ 
ders. 2. a sudden rising up of water O The 
surge of the sea between the rocks. 3. a sud¬ 
den increase in electrical power O Power 
surges can burn out computer systems. 4. a 
sudden strong feeling of an emotion O He felt 
a sudden surge of anger at the thought of 
having been cheated. ■ verb 1. to rise sud¬ 
denly O The waves surged up onto the rocks. 

2. to move in a mass O The crowd surged 
(forward) onto the football pitch. O The fans 
surged around the pop star’s car. 
surgeon /‘s3:d3on/ noun a doctor who is 
an expert in performing medical operations 
surgery /'s3id39ri/ noun 1. a treatment of 
disease which requires an operation to cut 
into or remove part of the body O She had 
surgery to straighten her nose. O The patient 
will need surgery to remove the scars left by 
the accident. (NOTE: no plural in this mean- 


870 


surgical 

ing) 2. a room where a doctor or dentist sees 
and examines patients O I phoned the doc¬ 
tor’s surgery to make an appointment. 
(NOTE: The US term is doctor’s office.) 3. a 
time when an MP receives visitors who ask 
him or her to solve their problems O Instead 
of writing to your MP why don’t you go to 
one of her surgeries? (NOTE: The plural is 
surgeries.) 

surgical /'s3:d3ik(o)l/ adj referring to 
surgery 

surly /'s3:li/ adj extremely unfriendly. Syn¬ 
onym gruff. Antonym friendly (NOTE: sur¬ 
lier - surliest) 

surmise /so'maiz/ verb to make a guess 
about something 

surmount /so'maunt/ verb 1. to overcome 
an obstacle O It took us some time to sur¬ 
mount the obstacles in our path. 2. to be on 
top of O The summit is surmounted by an 
observatory. 

© surname /'S3:neim/ noun the name of 
someone’s family, shared by all people in the 
family. Compare first name 
surpass /so'pais/ verb to do better than. 
Synonym exceed 

surplus /'s3:plos/ adj more than enough o 
Surplus butter is on sale in the shops. O We 
are holding a sale of surplus stock. Synonym 
extra. Antonym essential □ surplus to re¬ 
quirements more than is needed O These 
copper pipes are surplus to our require¬ 
ments. ■ noun more goods than are needed o 
a surplus of graduates. Synonym excess. 
Antonym shortfall (NOTE: The plural is sur¬ 
pluses.) 

© surprise /so'praiz/ noun 1. the feeling 
when something happens which you did not 
expect to happen O To his great surprise, a 
lot of people bought his book. O He ex¬ 
pressed surprise when I told him I’d lost my 
job. O What a surprise to find that we were at 
school together! □ to take someone by sur¬ 
prise to shock someone by saying or doing 
something which they did not expect O Her 
question took him by surprise and he didn’t 
know how to answer. 2. an unexpected event 
O They baked a cake for her birthday as a 
surprise. O What a surprise to see you again 
after so long! ■ adj which is unexpected O a 
surprise fall in the value of the dollar O They 
gave a surprise party for the retiring college 
principal. ■ verb 1. to make someone sur¬ 
prised O It wouldn’t surprise me if it rained. 
O What surprises me is that she left without 
saying goodbye. 2. to find someone unex¬ 
pectedly O She surprised the two boys smok¬ 
ing in the yard. 

© surprised /so'praizd/ adj feeling or 
showing surprise O She was surprised to see 
her former boyfriend at the party. O We were 
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surprised to hear that he’s got a good job. 
Synonym astonished 

© surprising /so'praizip/ adj which you 
do not expect O There was a surprising end 
to the story. O Wasn’t it surprising to see the 
two sisters together again? O It’s hardly sur¬ 
prising she doesn ’t want to meet you again 
after what you said. Synonym astonishing. 
Antonym expected 

surprisingly /so'praizirjli/ adv in a way 
which surprises 

surreal /so'riol/ adj extremely unusual, as 
if in a dream 

surrealism /S3'ri3liz(3)m/ noun a move¬ 
ment in art in the 1920s where artists tried to 
show real things in an unusual way, as if ex¬ 
isting in dreams 

surrealist /socialist/ adj following the 
principles of surrealism O The surrealist 
movement was important in the 1920s. ■ 
noun an artist following the principles of sur¬ 
realism O Dali and other surrealists 
surrender /so'rendo/ noun 1. giving in to 
an enemy because you have lost O the sur¬ 
render of the enemy generals 2. the giving up 
of an official document such as a ticket or in¬ 
surance policy before the period it covers has 
come to an end or because someone in au¬ 
thority asks for it ■ verb 1. to give in to an 
enemy because you have lost O Our troops 
were surrounded by the enemy and were 
forced to surrender. 2. to give up an official 
document such as a ticket or insurance policy 
to someone in authority before the period it 
covers has come to an end or because some¬ 
one in authority asks for it O He was asked to 
surrender his passport to the police. 
surreptitious /.sArop'tiJos/ adj secret. 
Synonym furtive 

surreptitiously /.sArop'tiJosli/ adv se¬ 
cretly. Synonym furtively 
surrogate /'sArogot/ noun a person who 
acts in place of someone or a thing that takes 
the place of something else. Synonym 
substitute 

surrogate mother /.sArogot 'niAdo/ 
noun a woman who becomes pregnant and 
has a baby for a woman who is not able to do 
this herself, 

© surround /so'raund/ verb to be all round 
someone or something O The Minister has 
surrounded himself with a group of yes-men. 
O Floodwater has surrounded the village. 
surrounded /so'raundid/ adj with some¬ 
thing all around 

surrounding /so'raundii)/ adj which is all 
round a place 

© surroundings /so'raundirjz/ plural 
noun the area around a person or place O The 
surroundings of the hotel are very peaceful. 
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O She found herself in very unpleasant sur¬ 
roundings. Synonym environs 
surveillance /so'veilons/ noun a careful 
watch over someone or something 
surveillance camera /so'veibns 
,kcem(9)r9/ noun a camera, often fixed to the 
side of a building, which automatically takes 
photographs of what happens in the area, es¬ 
pecially used to see if a crime has been 
committed 

(D survey noun 1 . a general report on a sub¬ 
ject; a way of finding out about something by 
asking people questions 2. the careful exami¬ 
nation of a building to see if it is in good 
enough condition 3. the accurate measure¬ 
ment of land, so as to produce a plan or map 
■ verb 1 . to ask people questions to get infor¬ 
mation about something O Roughly half the 
people we surveyed were in favour of the 
scheme. O They’re surveying the site. 2. to 
look at something so that you see all of it O 
He surveyed the crowd in the square. 3. to 
measure land in order to produce a plan or 
map O They ’re surveying the area where the 
new runway will be built. 4. to look at some¬ 
thing so that you see all of it O He stood on 
the balcony surveying the crowd in the 
square. 

surveying /so'veng/ noun the job or prac¬ 
tice of taking accurate measurements of 
things such as land heights, distances, roads 
or buildings in order to produce accurate 
plans or maps 

surveyor /so'veio/ noun 1. a person who 
examines buildings to see if they are in good 
condition 2. a person who surveys land 
(D survival /so'vaiv(3)l/ noun the state of 
continuing to exist O The survival of the crew 
depended on the supplies carried in the life¬ 
boat. O The survival rate of newborn babies 
has started to fall. Antonym death □ the 
survival of the fittest the principle that only 
the strongest or most suitable animals or 
plants are likely to survive long enough to be 
able to produce new young animals or plants 
(D survive /so'vaiv/ verb 1 . to continue to 
be alive after an experience such as accident, 
attack or serious illness O It was such a terri¬ 
ble crash, it was miracle that anyone sur¬ 
vived. O The President has survived two 
assassination attempts this year. O He sur¬ 
vived a massive heart attack. O Not all the lit¬ 
ter of piglets survived more than a few days. 
2. to continue to exist O It is one of the three 
surviving examples of his work. 3. to live lon¬ 
ger than someone else O He survived his wife 
by ten years. O He is survived by his only 
son. 

surviving /so'vaivir)/ ad} remaining alive 
or continuing to exist after others have died 
or no longer exist O She had no surviving 
relatives. 
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survivor /so'vaivo/ noun a person who is 
still alive after an experience such as an acci¬ 
dent, attack or serious illness 
susceptibilities /so.septi'bilitiz/ plural 
noun feelings which may be hurt 
susceptibility /so.septi'biliti/ noun the 
fact of being susceptible to something o Her 
susceptibility to infection means that she can¬ 
not go to any place where there are crowds. 
susceptible /s3'septib(o)l/ adj 1 . likely to 
catch a disease O She is susceptible to colds 
and throat infections. 2. easily influenced O 
He’s very susceptible to pretty women. 3. 
able to be dealt with in a particular way □ 
susceptible of proof which can be proved 
( formal) 

SUShi /'su:J*i/ noun small cakes of rice 
mixed with fish or vegetables and wrapped in 
seaweed 

(D suspect adj /'sAspekt/ 1. which is not 
reliable O The figures for exports look a bit 
suspect to me. Synonym suspicious. Ant¬ 
onym trustworthy 2. which might be dan¬ 
gerous. Synonym suspicious □ suspect 
package a parcel which might contain a 
bomb ■ noun /'sAspekt/ a person who is 
thought to have committed a crime O The po¬ 
lice arrested several suspects for question¬ 
ing. ■ verb /so'spekt/ 1. □ to suspect 
someone of doing something to think that 
someone may have done something wrong O 
I suspect him of being involved in the rob¬ 
bery. O They were wrongly suspected of tak¬ 
ing bribes. 2. to think that something is likely 
O I suspect it’s going to be more difficult 
than we thought at first. O We suspected all 
along that something was wrong. 
suspected /so'spektid/ adj which is 
thought to be 

suspend /so'spend/ verb 1. to hang some¬ 
thing O The ham is suspended over a smoky 
fire for some time, which gives it a particular 
taste. 2. to stop something for a time O Work 
on the construction project has been sus¬ 
pended. O Sailings have been suspended until 
the weather gets better. 3. to stop someone 
from doing something such as working O He 
has been suspended on full pay while investi¬ 
gations are continuing. 
suspender /so'spendo/ noun a narrow 
band of material that can stretch, which you 
use for holding up stockings 
suspender belt /so'spendo belt/ noun a 
piece of underwear in the form of a belt with 
long narrow bands attached to it, used for 
holding holding up a woman’s stockings 
suspenders /so'spendoz/ plural noun US 
long narrow bands of material which go over 
your shoulders to hold up your trousers O He 
wore bright red suspenders with his jeans. 
(NOTE: The British term is braces.) 
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suspense /so'spens/ noun nervous excite¬ 
ment experienced while waiting for some¬ 
thing to happen or for someone to do 
something 

suspension /so'spenfon/ noun 1 . a sys¬ 
tem of springs which supports a car and helps 
it to move smoothly O Hydraulic suspension 
gives you a very smooth ride. 2. the action of 
hanging from something 3. the action of 
stopping something for a time O suspension 
of payments by the bank O There has been a 
temporary suspension of deliveries. 
suspension bridge /so'spenjon brid 3 / 
noun a bridge which hangs from strong 
ropes, chains or wires attached to tall towers 
(D suspicion /s9'spij(9)n/ noun 1. a feel¬ 
ing that something is wrong, or that someone 
has committed a crime O His actions immedi¬ 
ately aroused suspicion on the part of the po¬ 
lice. O The bank regards his business deals 
with considerable suspicion. O They were ar¬ 
rested on suspicion of exporting stolen 
goods. □ under suspicion being suspected of 
a crime O Several government ministers are 
under suspicion after the publication of the 
diaries. 2. a general feeling that something is 
going to happen O I have a suspicion that 
he’s coming to see me because he wants to 
borrow some money. O Her suspicions 
proved to be correct when she saw the wed¬ 
ding announced in the paper. 

<S> suspicious /so'spijos/ adj 1. which 
seems to be wrong, dangerous or connected 
with a crime O The police found a suspicious 
package on the station platform. O We be¬ 
came suspicious when we realised we hadn’t 
seen him for three days. 2. □ suspicious of 
not trusting O I’m suspicious of people who 
tell me they know a way of getting rich 
quickly. 

suspiciously /so'spijosli/ adv 1 . in a sus¬ 
picious way O He was behaving very suspi¬ 
ciously and the bank staff called the police. 

2. as if you suspect something is wrong O 
She glanced suspiciously at the waiter. 

SUSS /sas/ verb to discover or understand 
something such as somebody’s reason for do¬ 
ing something, a situation or the correct way 
to use something ( informal) 

SUSS out /,sas 'aut/ verb to discover 
something ( informal ) 

(D sustain /so'stein/ verb 1. to make some¬ 
thing continue O How long can this level of 
activity be sustained? 2. to receive an injuiy 
(formal ) O He sustained severe head injuries. 

3. to give you strength O You need a good 
breakfast to sustain you through the day. 4. 
to support something O Will the roof sustain 
the weight of the snow? 

sustainable /s9'stein3b(3)l/ adj which 
does not damage natural resources and which 
leaves the environment in good condition 


sustained /so'steind/ adj which continues 
for a long time. Antonym temporary 
sustaining /so'stemir)/ adj 1. which will 
support something O a sustaining wall 2. 
which will feed you well and prevent you 
from feeling hungry O a bowl of sustaining 
soup 

sustenance /'sAstonons/ noun food □ 
means of sustenance a way of keeping 
someone alive or of keeping strong O By the 
time they were found, their only means of 
sustenance was berries they found on bushes. 
SW abbr south-west 

swab /swob/ noun 1. a thick piece of soft 
cloth, often attached to a small stick, used for 
cleaning a cut in your body or for taking sam¬ 
ples of infection for analysis 2. a sample of 
infection taken for analysis O The swabs 
from his mouth were sent away to the labora¬ 
tory. 3. a cloth for wiping floors clear of wa¬ 
ter ■ verb 1. to take a sample with a swab 2. 
to clean or apply something to a part of the 
body with a swab 3. to clean the floor with a 
swab O Sailors swabbed down the decks. 
(NOTE: swabbing - swabbed) 
swagger /'swaego/ noun a proud way of 
walking, where you swing your shoulders as 
you walk O The crowd of youths walked past 
with a swagger. ■ verb to walk in a proud 
way, swinging your shoulders O He swag¬ 
gered into the office, showing off his new 
suntan. Synonym strut 
Swahili /swai'hiili/ noun the Bantu lan¬ 
guage of the Swahili people 
d> swallow /'swdIou/ verb 1. to make food 
or liquid pass down your throat from your 
mouth to the stomach O He swallowed his 
beer and ran back to the office. O She swal¬ 
lowed hard and knocked on the door to the 
interview room. Synonym gulp 2. to accept 
something ( informal) □ hard to swallow 
hard to accept O He finds being made redun¬ 
dant hard to swallow. ■ noun a common 
bird with pointed wings and tail, which flies 
fast O There are several swallows ’ nests un¬ 
der the eaves of the roof. 
swallow up /.swolou 'ap/ verb to make 
something disappear inside 
swam /swasm/ 1 > swim 
swamp /swomp/ noun an area of perma¬ 
nently wet land and the plants that grow in it 
O You can’t build on that land - it’s a 
swamp. Synonym wetland ■ verb 1. to 
cover something with water O The waves 
nearly swamped our little boat. 2. □ 
swamped with having so much, that it is im¬ 
possible to deal with it all o The office is 
swamped with work. O The switchboard has 
been swamped with calls. 
swan /swon/ noun a large white water bird 
with a long curved neck O There are swans 
on the Thames near Windsor. 


swank 


874 


sweep 


swank /swaegk/ ( informal ) noun 1. show¬ 
ing that you think a lot of yourself 2. a person 
who shows off ■ verb to show that you think 
a lot of yourself 

swanky /'swasqki/ adj having an expensive 
and impressive appearance ( informal) 
swan off /,swon 'of/, swan around 

/,swon o'raund/ verb to travel about in a 
lazy way, not doing any work ( informal) o 
Instead of going to university he spent a year 
swanning around the Pacific islands. 
swansong /'swDnsoi]/ noun a last perfor¬ 
mance or appearance 

(D swap /swop/, swop /swop/ noun an ex¬ 
change of one thing for another O I’ll do a 
swap with you - one of my CDs for your 
T-shirt. ■ verb to exchange something for 
something else O Can I swap my tickets for 
next Friday’s show? O Let’s swap places, so 
that I can talk to Susan. O After every game 
the players swapped jerseys with the other 
team. □ they swapped jobs each of them 
took the other’s job 

swarm /swoim/ noun a large group of in¬ 
sects flying around together O A swarm of 
flies buzzed around the meat. ■ verb 1. to 
move about in various directions O Police 
were swarming all over the presidential pal¬ 
ace. O Oxford Street was swarming with 
shoppers. 2. (of bees) to move as a large 
group, looking for a place to nest O It’s the 
time of year when bees swarm. 
swarthy /'swoidi/ adj with a dark skin 
(NOTE: swarthier - swarthiest) 
swat /swot/ noun an object with a long han¬ 
dle and a flat part at the end for killing insects 
such as flies ■ verb to hit and kill a fly 
(NOTE: swatting - swatted) 
swathe /swei6/ noun 1 . a long wide band 
of land, grass or trees O Great swathes of for¬ 
est were destroyed in the fire. 2. □ to cut a 
swathe through something to destroy a lot 
of something O By working hard, they man¬ 
aged to cut a swathe through the outstanding 
work. O Cholera has cut a swathe through 
the refugee population. ■ verb to wrap some¬ 
one up O The baby was swathed in blankets. 
O She went to the rugby match swathed in 
jumpers and scarves. 

sway /swei/ verb 1. to move gracefully 
from side to side O The crowd swayed in time 
to the music. O The palm trees swayed in the 
breeze. 2. to have an influence on O The 
committee was swayed by a letter from the 
president. ■ noun □ to hold sway over 
someone to hold power over someone O He 
held sway in Russia for several years. 
swear /sweo/ verb 1 . to make a serious 
public promise O He swore he wouldn't 
touch alcohol again. O The witnesses swore 
to tell the truth. □ to swear someone to se¬ 
crecy to make someone swear not to tell a se¬ 


cret O He was sworn to secrecy. 2. to take an 
oath □ to swear someone in to make an offi¬ 
cial take an oath O He was sworn in as gover¬ 
nor. 3. □ I could have sworn I was 
completely sure ( informal ) o I could have 
sworn I put my keys in my coat pocket. 4. to 
shout offensive or rude words O They were 
shouting and swearing at the police. O Don’t 
let me catch you swearing again! □ he 
swears like a trooper he swears all the time, 
using extremely bad language 
swear by /'swear bai/ verb to believe 
completely in something ( informal ) o He 
swears by Chinese herbal medicine. 
swearing /'sweorig/ noun the action of 
shouting offensive or rude words 
swear word /'swea W3id/ noun an offen¬ 
sive or rude word, which most people think 
should not be spoken 

sweat /swet/ noun drops of salt liquid 
which come through your skin when you are 
hot or when you are afraid O After working in 
the vineyard he was drenched with sweat. O 
He broke out into a cold sweat when they 
called his name. ■ verb to produce sweat o 
He ran up the hill, sweating and red in the 
face. 

sweatband /'swetbcend/ noun a narrow 
band of soft material worn round your head 
or wrist to stop sweat running down, e.g. 
when you are playing tennis 
sweater /'sweta/ noun a knitted pullover 
with long sleeves 

sweatshirt /'swetj3it/ noun a thick cotton 
shirt with long sleeves 

sweatshop /'swetjop/ noun a small fac¬ 
tory where people work for long hours and 
get paid very little money 
sweaty /'sweti/ adj feeling slightly wet 
with sweat 

swede /swiid/ noun a common vegetable 
with a round root and yellow flesh, used 
mainly in soups and stews (NOTE: The US 

term is rutabaga.) 

Swede /swiid/ noun a person from Sweden 
(D sweep /swiip/ verb 1. to clear up dust 
and dirt from the floor with a brush O Have 
you swept the kitchen floor yet? 2. □ to 
sweep the board to win completely O The 
British team swept the board in the Grand 
Prix. 3. to clean a chimney with a brush O 
We must get the chimney swept before we 
start having fires again. 4. to move rapidly O 
She swept into the room with a glass of 
champagne in her hand. O The party swept to 
power in the general election. O A feeling of 
anger swept through the crowd. □ to sweep 
past to go past quickly O The motorcade 
swept past. O She swept past without saying a 
word. 5. to follow a curve O The motorway 
sweeps round the mountain. O The road 
sweeps down to the harbour. O to make a 
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clean sweep of something 1. to clear some¬ 
thing away completely O He made a clean 
sweep of all the old files. 2. to win everything 
O They made a clean sweep at the local gov¬ 
ernment elections. ■ noun 1. the act of clear¬ 
ing up dirt and dust with a brush O I'll just 
give the hall floor a sweep. 2. a person who 
cleans chimneys o Sweeps are always busy 
in the autumn, cleaning chimneys ready for 
the winter. 3. a wide area O The green sweep 
of the lawn running down to the lake. 4. a 
wide movement of your arm o With a sweep 
of his arm he knocked all the glasses off the 
table. 

sweep away /,swi:p o'wei/ verb to cany 
something away very quickly O The river 
flooded and swept away part of the village. 
sweeper /'swiipo/ noun a person or ma¬ 
chine that sweeps a place 
sweeping /'swiipig/ adj which affects 
many things or people 

sweeping generalisation /.swiipirj 
'steitmont/, sweeping statement noun a 
statement which may be partly true but has 
no facts to support it 

sweepstake /'swiipsteik/ noun a form of 
gambling on a horse race where each person 
bets on a certain horse, and the holder of the 
winning ticket takes all the money which has 
been bet 

<D sweet /swiit/ adj 1. tasting like sugar, 
and neither sour nor bitter O These apples are 
sweeter than those green ones. □ to have a 
sweet tooth to like sweet food o He's very 
fond of puddings — he’s got a real sweet 
tooth! 2. charming, pleasant O He sent me 
such a sweet birthday card. O It was sweet of 
her to send me flowers. O What a sweet little 
girl! O How sweet of you to help me with my 
luggage! (NOTE: sweeter - sweetest) ■ 
noun 1. a small piece of sweet food, made 
with sugar O She bought some sweets to eat 
in the cinema. O He likes to suck sweets when 
he is driving. 2. the last course in a meal, 
sweet food eaten at the end of a meal O 
What’s on the menu for sweet? O I’m afraid I 
haven’t made a sweet. O I won’t have any 
sweet, thank you, just some coffee. 3. used to 
someone you love {old) o Yes, my sweet, I’ll 
be with you in a minute. (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with suite.) 

sweet and sour /.swiit on 'sauo/ adj 
made with a sauce containing sugar and 
vinegar 

sweet chestnut /swiit 'tJesnAt/ noun a 
chestnut from a sweet chestnut tree, which 
produces edible fruit 

sweetcorn /'swiit koin/ noun the large 
yellow seeds of a type of maize, eaten 
cooked 


sweeten /'swiit(o)n/ verb to make some¬ 
thing sweet O Use honey to sweeten your ce¬ 
real instead of sugar. 

sweetener /'swiit(o)no/ noun 1. an artifi¬ 
cial substance such as saccharin added to 
food to make it sweet 2. a bribe o She was 
accused of taking sweeteners from building 
contractors. 

sweeten up /,swiit(o)n 'ap/ verb to give 
someone money or a present to make sure 
they help you ( informal ) o They decided to 
sweeten up the inspector by taking him out 
for a meal. 

sweetheart /'swiithait/ noun 1 . a way of 
addressing someone you love O Look, sweet¬ 
heart, I can’t lend you any more money. 2. a 
boyfriend or girlfriend {old) o They were 
sweethearts when they were at school or 
They were childhood sweethearts. 
sweetie /'swiiti/ noun 1 . a sweet {infor¬ 
mal) O The children were all given bags of 
sweeties. 2. a lovely thing or person O I must 
send her carer a birthday card, she’s such a 
sweetie. 

sweetly /'swiitli/ adv in a sweet way 
sweet pea /swiit 'pii/ noun a climbing 
plant of the pea family, with scented pink, 
white or red flowers 

sweet pepper /swiit 'peps/ noun a red, 
yellow or green vegetable, eaten raw in sal¬ 
ads, fried, or baked in the oven 
sweet potato /swiit po'teitou/ noun a 
vegetable like a long red potato with sweet 
yellow flesh 

sweet-smelling /.swiit 'smelir)/ adj with 
a pleasant smell. Synonym aromatic. Ant¬ 
onym smelly 

sweet trolley /'swiit .tnfli/ noun a trolley 
with different sweet dishes, brought to your 
table in a restaurant for you to choose from 
swell /swel/ verb to get bigger, to make big¬ 
ger O More and more people arrived to swell 
the crowd outside the palace gates. □ to 
swell (up) to become larger or to increase in 
size O She was bitten by an insect and her 
hand swelled (up). ■ noun the movement of 
large waves in the open sea O The boat rose 
and fell with the swell. O There’s a heavy 
swell running. 

swelling /'swelir)/ noun a condition where 
fluid forms in part of the body, making that 
part swell up 

swelter /'swelto/ verb to be very hot 
sweltering /'swelt(o)rir)/ adj very hot 
swept /swept/i> sweep 
swerve /SW3IV/ noun a sudden movement 
to one side O He made a swerve to the right 
to get past the defender. ■ verb to move sud¬ 
denly to one side O They think the car 
swerved to the left and hit a wall. O She had 
to swerve to avoid the bicycle. 
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swift /swift/ adj rapid O Their phone call 
brought a swift response from the police. 
Synonym quick (NOTE: swifter - swiftest) 
■ noun a little bird like a swallow but with 
shorter wings and tail 
swiftly /'swiftli/ adv rapidly 
swig /swig/ ( informal) noun a mouthful of 
liquid O He took a swig from the bottle of wa¬ 
ter. ■ verb to drink something in large 
mouthfuls O They stopped and swigged wa¬ 
ter from a bottle. (NOTE: swigging - 
swigged) 

swill /swil/ noun the action of washing a 
floor with a lot of water ■ verb 1. to wash a 
floor with a lot of water 2. to drink a lot of al¬ 
cohol O swilling pints of beer 
(D swim /swim/ noun the action of moving 
in the water, using your arms and legs to 
push you along O What about a swim before 
breakfast? O It’s too cold for a swim. ■ verb 
1. to move in the water using your arms and 
legs to push you along O She can’t swim, but 
she’s taking swimming lessons. O She swam 
across the English Channel. O Salmon swim 
upstream to get to their spawning grounds. 2. 
□ my head is swimming I feel dizzy o My 
head was swimming after working at the 
computer all day. 

swimmer /'swims/ noun a person who is 
swimming 

(D swimming /'swimiq/ noun the action of 
swimming 

swimming costume /'swimir) .kostjuim/ 
noun a piece of clothing worn by women or 
girls when swimming 

swimming pool /'swimir) purl/ noun a 
large pool for swimming 
swimming trunks /'swimir) tiAgks/ plu¬ 
ral noun short trousers worn by men and 
boys when swimming 

swimsuit /'swimsuit/ noun a one-piece 
swimming costume for women and girls 
swindle /'swind(o)l/ noun an illegal deal in 
which someone is cheated out of money O 
She was caught up in some swindle involving 
imported cars. Synonym fraud ■ verb to get 
money from someone by a trick O She said 
she had been swindled by the bank. O He 
swindled the old lady out of £10,000. Syn¬ 
onym cheat 

swindler /'swindlo/ noun a person who 
swindles someone. Synonym cheat 
swine /swain/ noun 1. pigs {old) (note: no 
plural) 2. an unpleasant man {insult) o He’s a 
swine - he keeps us working all day long and 
pays us peanuts. O You rotten swine! 

(D swing /swig/ noun 1. a movement of 
your arm forwards and backwards □ to take 
a swing at someone to try to hit someone o 
Someone took a swing at him with a stick. 2. 
a change in opinion which can be measured 


O There was a swing of 10% to the socialists 
in the elections. 3. □ to go with a swing to go 
very well, to be very enjoyable O The party 
went with a swing. □ to get into the swing of 
things to enjoy being involved O He’d never 
been to a night club before but soon got into 
the swing of things. □ in full swing going 
very well O When we arrived the party was 
in full swing. 4. a seat held by two ropes or 
chains, to sit on and move backwards and 
forwards, usually outdoors O She sat on the 
swing and ate an apple. ■ verb 1. to move 
from side to side or forwards and backwards, 
while hanging from a central point O She 
picked up the baby and swung him round and 
round. O He swung up and down on the gar¬ 
den swing. O A window swung open and a 
man looked out. 2. to change direction or 
opinion O The car swung off the road into the 
hotel car park. O The voters swung to the 
right in Sunday’s elections. O He swung 
round to face the crowd. 3. to move with a 
swing O They were swinging the bags one af¬ 
ter the other into the rubbish van. O He 
swung his suitcase up onto the rack. (NOTE: 
swinging - swung /swAr)/) 
swing door /swir) 'do:/ noun a door which 
opens in either direction when you push it 
swingeing /'swind 3 ir)/ adj harsh, heavy 
swinging /'swigir)/ adj exciting, fashion¬ 
ably modem {dated) 

swipe /swaip/ verb 1. to steal {informal) o 
Someone’s swiped my umbrella. 2. to pass a 
credit card or charge card through a machine 
that reads its details O The cashier swiped my 
card through the machine. 3. to hit someone 
or or something or try to hit someone or 
something O He took a newspaper and tried 
to swipe the wasp. ■ noun a punch o He took 
a swipe at the man who tried to steal his 
wallet. 

swipe card /'swaip kaid/ noun a credit 
card or charge card which can be read by an 
electronic machine 

swirl /sw3il/ noun a twisting movement o 
Swirls of smoke came out of the chimney. ■ 
verb to move with a twisting motion o 
Clouds of smoke were swirling round the fac¬ 
tory. Synonym whirl 

swish /swij/ adj smart and expensive {in¬ 
formal) O He took me to dinner in a very 
swish restaurant. ■ noun 1. the soft mstling 
sound of a dress or of dead leaves. Synonym 
rustle 2. a quick movement with a quiet 
sound O With a swish of his brush, he swept 
the broken glass into a heap. ■ verb to move 
making a regular quiet sound O We sat by the 
motorway, listening to the cars swishing 
past. 

Swiss /swis/ adj referring to Switzerland o 
We eat a lot of Swiss cheese, o The Swiss 
banking system protects the identity of its 
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customers. ■ noun a person from Switzer¬ 
land □ the Swiss people from Switzerland o 
The Swiss celebrate their national day on Au¬ 
gust 1st. 

® switch /switJV noun 1. a small device 
that you push up or down to stop or start an 
electrical device O The switch to turn off the 
electricity is in the cupboard. O There is a 
light switch by the bed. 2. a sudden change in 
opinion O a switch in government policy 
(NOTE: The plural is switches.) ■ verb 1. to 
do something different suddenly O We de¬ 
cided to switch from gas to electricity. 2. to 
change or exchange something O Let’s 
switch places. O He switched flights in Mon¬ 
treal and went on to Calgary. O The job was 
switched from our British factory to the 
States. 

switchboard /'switjboid/ noun a central 
point in a telephone system, where all inter¬ 
nal and external lines meet 
switchboard operator /'switjboid 
.Dporeito/ noun a person who works the cen¬ 
tral telephone switchboard by connecting in¬ 
coming and outgoing calls to various lines 
switched-on /.switj’t 'on/ adj knowing all 
that is happening ( informal) 
switch off /.switj 'of/ verb 1. to make an 
electrical device stop O Don ' t forget to 
switch off the TV before you go to bed. O She 
forgot to switch her car lights off or switch 
off her car lights. O The kettle switches itself 
off automatically when it boils. 2. to stop lis¬ 
tening to what someone is saying ( informal ) 
O If you talk too slowly, everyone starts to 
switch off. O I just switched off once the dis¬ 
cussion started getting too technical. 
switch on /,switj 'on/ verb to make an 
electrical device start O Can you switch the 
radio on - it’s time for the evening news. O 
When you put the light on in the bathroom, 
the fan switches itself on automatically. 
switch over to /,switj 'ouvo tu:/ verb to 
change to something different 
swivel /'swiv(9)l/ noun a joint between two 
parts which allows each to turn separately O 
The monitor is mounted on a swivel, so that 
you can turn it in any direction. ■ verb to 
turn around a point O Swivel your chair to 
face the monitor. O He swivelled round in his 
chair and looked out of the window. (NOTE: 
swivelling - swivelled. The US spelling is 
swiveling - swiveled.) 
swivel chair /'swiv(9)l tjeo/ noun a chair 
which is designed so that the seat can turn 
while the legs remain stationary 
(§) swollen /'swoulon/ adj much bigger than 
usual, t swell. Synonym distended 
swollen-headed /.swoulon 'hedid/ adj 
thinking you are much better than all the oth¬ 
ers. Synonym conceited 


sympathise 

swoop /swuip/ noun 1. a sudden down¬ 
wards movement 2. a sudden military or po¬ 
lice attack O Several gang leaders were 
arrested in police swoops on bars in the city 
centre. □ at or in one fell swoop in a sudden 
move, all at once O By pressing these keys I 
could make your data disappear in one fell 
swoop. ■ verb 1. to come down rapidly o 
The planes swooped (down) low over the en¬ 
emy camp. 2. to make a sudden attack 
sword /sold/ noun a weapon with a handle 
and a long sharp blade 

swordfish /'soidfij/ noun a fish with a 
long pointed upper jaw like a sword 
swore /swo:/ C> swear 
sworn /sworn/ adj under oath □ they are 
sworn enemies they will always be enemies, 
t swear 

swot /swDt/ verb to study hard ■ noun a 
person who you dislike because they study 
very hard 

swum /swAm/i> swim 
swung /swap/ i> swing 
sycamore /'sikomo:/ noun a large tree of 
the maple family 

-syllabic /silaebik/ suffix referring to 
syllables 

d> syllable /'silob(o)l/ noun a whole word 
or part of a word which has one single sound. 

t monosyllable 

syllabus /'silobos/ noun a list of subjects 
to be studied (NOTE: The plural is sylla¬ 
buses.) 

(D symbol /'simbol/ noun a sign, letter, pic¬ 
ture or shape which means something or 
shows something O They use a bear as their 
advertising symbol. O The crown was the 
symbol of the empire. O The olive branch is a 
symbol of peace. O Pb is the chemical symbol 
for lead. (NOTE: Do not confuse with cym¬ 
bal.) 

symbolise /'simbolaiz/, symbolize verb 
to be a symbol of something 
symbolism /'simboliz^jm/ noun 1. using 
symbols to express things such as feelings o 
The symbolism of chopping down the or¬ 
chard as the old man watched was obvious. 
2. a movement in literature and art in the 19th 
century in which feelings were not expressed 
in a straightforward way 
symmetrical /si'metrik(o)l/ adj with two 
sides exactly the same 

d> symmetry /'simotri/ noun a state where 
two sides of something are exactly the same 
(D sympathetic ^simpo'Oetik/ adj show¬ 
ing that you understand someone’s problems 
sympathetically /.simpo'Getikli/ adv in 
a sympathetic way 

sympathise /'simpoGaiz/, sympathize 

verb 1. to show that you understand some¬ 
one’s problems O I sympathise with you, my 


sympathiser 

husband snores too. O I get back pains, and I 
sympathise with all fellow sufferers. 2. to 
agree with or support someone or something 
sympathiser /'simpoGaizo/ noun a per¬ 
son who agrees in general with the policies of 
a group, without being a member of it 
sympathy /'simpoGi/ noun 1. a feeling of 
understanding for someone else’s problems, 
or after someone’s death O We received 
many messages of sympathy when my wife 
died. O He had no sympathy for his secretary 
who complained of being overworked. 2. 
agreement with or support for someone or 
something O I have a good deal of sympathy 
with the idea. □ to come out on strike in 
sympathy to stop work to show that you 
agree with another group of workers who are 
on strike O The postal workers went on strike 
and the telephone engineers came out in 
sympathy. 

symphony /'simfoni/ noun a long piece of 
music in several parts, called ‘movements’, 
played by a full orchestra (NOTE: The plural 

is symphonies.) 

symphony orchestra /'simfoni .oikistro/ 
noun a large orchestra which has enough mu¬ 
sicians to be able to play symphonies (NOTE: 
usually used in titles: the London Symphony 
Orchestra) 

symposium /sim'pouziom/ noun a meet¬ 
ing organised to discuss a specialised subject. 
Synonym conference (NOTE: The plural is 

symposia.) 

(D symptom /'simptom/ noun 1. a change 
in the body, showing that a disease is present 
O He has all the symptoms of measles. 2. a 
visible sign which shows that something is 
happening O Rubbish everywhere on the 
pavements is a symptom of the economic cri¬ 
sis facing the borough. 
symptomatic /.simpto'mcetik/ adj show¬ 
ing that something exists ( formal) □ symp¬ 
tomatic of which is evidence of O The rash 
is symptomatic of measles. O Her rudeness is 
symptomatic of unease among the staff. 
synagogue /'sinogog/ noun a building 
where people of the Jewish faith pray and 
study their religion 

sync /sir)k/ noun ( informal) □ in sync syn¬ 
chronised □ out of sync not synchronised 
synchronise /'sirjkronaiz/, synchronize 

verb 1. to adjust watches to the same time o 
Synchronise your watches to the town hall 
clock. 2. to arrange things so that they hap¬ 
pen at the same time 

syncopated /'sirjkopeitid/ adj (in music) 
with a beat which is not usually stressed and 
so changes the rhythm 

syndicate noun /'sindikot/ a group of 
people or companies working together to 
make money O a German finance syndicate 
■ verb T sindikeit/ to produce something 


syrupy 

such as an article or a cartoon, which is then 
published in several newspapers or maga¬ 
zines O His cartoon strip is syndicated 
across the US. O She writes a syndicated col¬ 
umn on personal finance. 
syndrome /'sindroum/ noun 1. a group of 
symptoms which, taken together, show that a 
particular disease is present O Their daughter 
has Down's syndrome. 2. a general feeling or 
way of approaching a situation O It’s an ex¬ 
ample of the ‘let’s go home early on Friday 
afternoon ’ syndrome. 

<D synonym /'sinonim/ noun a word which 
means nearly the same as another word. Ant¬ 
onym antonym 

synonymous /si'mmimos/ adj meaning 
the same 

synopsis /si'nopsis/ noun a short text, 
giving the basic details of something (NOTE: 
The plural is synopses.) 
syntactically /sin'taektikli/ adv in rela¬ 
tion to syntax 

(D syntax /'sintaeks/ noun the grammatical 
rules for putting words together into phrases. 
Synonym grammar (NOTE: no plural) 

(D synthesis /'sinGosis/ noun producing 
something by combining a number of smaller 
elements (NOTE: The plural is syntheses.) 
synthesise /'sinGosaiz/, synthesize verb 
1. to produce something by combining a 
number of smaller elements 2. to make a 
chemical compound artificially from its sepa¬ 
rate components O The body cannot synthe¬ 
sise some amino acids and has to absorb 
them from food. 

synthesiser /'sinGosaizo/ noun an elec¬ 
tronic device which can make musical 
sounds similar to different musical instru¬ 
ments O The group use a guitar, drums and a 
synthesiser. 

synthetic /sin'Getik/ adj made from artifi¬ 
cial materials O The coat she was wearing 
was made of synthetic fur. ■ noun an artifi¬ 
cial or man-made material O He used syn¬ 
thetics to create clinging elegant dresses. 
syphilis /'sifolis/ noun a serious sexually 
transmitted disease 

syphon /'saif(o)n/ noun another spelling 

of siphon 

syringe /si'rind 3 / noun a surgical instru¬ 
ment made of a tube with a plunger which 
slides down inside it, forcing the contents out 
through a needle to give an injection o I 
close my eyes when I see the dentist’s syringe 
ready. ■ verb to wash something out using a 
syringe O She had her ears syringed. 
syrup /'sirop/ noun a sweet liquid O To 
make syrup, dissolve sugar in a cup of boil¬ 
ing water. 

syrupy /'siropi/ adj 1 . very sweet, contain¬ 
ing a lot of sugar O Syrupy drinks are bad for 
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your teeth. 2. very sentimental O The film is a 
syrupy story of adolescent love. 

S> system /'sistom/ noun 1. a group of 
things which work together O the system of 
motorways or the motorway system O the 
London underground railway system 2. the 
body as a whole O Amputation of a limb 
gives a serious shock to the system. 3. a way 
in which things are organised O I’ve got my 
own system for dealing with invoices. 


systems analyst 

systematic /.sisto'maetik/ adj well-organ¬ 
ised. Antonym disorganised 
systematically /.sisto'mastikli/ adv in a 
systematic way 

systematise /'sistomotaiz/, systematize 

verb to arrange into a systematic order 
systemic /si'stiimik/ adj which affects a 
whole body or system 

systems analyst /'sistomz .asnolist/ noun 
a person who examines computer systems 


879 


T 


t /tii/, T noun the twentieth letter of the al¬ 
phabet, between S and U □ to dot the i's and 
cross the t’s to settle the final details of an 
agreement 

ta /to:/ interj thank you (informal) 
tab /taeb/ noun 1 . a small piece of paper or 
cloth which sticks out from a surface, used, 
e.g., for pulling open a box O Pull the tab up 
to lift the cover off the box. 2. a piece of 
metal which you pull to open a drinks can O 
The tab of the beer can came off when I tried 
to open it. 3. a little coloured marker attached 
to index cards so that they can be found eas¬ 
ily O Write the first three letters of the ad¬ 
dressee on the tab. 4. □ to pick up the tab to 
pay the bill ( informal ) o I’ll take you all out 
to lunch - the company will pick up the tab. □ 
to keep tabs on someone to keep watch on 
someone o I’m not too happy about the per¬ 
formance of our new representative in the 
Far East - you had better keep tabs on him 
for a while. 5. the tab key on a keyboard 
tabby /‘tsebi/ noun a cat with brown or or¬ 
ange stripes 

tab key /‘taeb ki:/ noun a key on a key¬ 
board which you press to jump forward to a 
set place on the line 

(D table /'teib(o)l/ noun 1 . a piece of furni¬ 
ture with a flat top and legs, used to eat or 
work at O We had breakfast sitting round the 
kitchen table. O He asked for a table by the 
window. O She says she booked a table for 
six people for 12.30. □ to lay the table, to set 
the table to put knives, forks, spoons, plates, 
etc., on a table ready for a meal o Can some¬ 
one set the table please, the food’s almost 
ready. O The table was laid for six. □ to clear 
the table to take away the dirty knives, forks, 
spoons, plates, etc., after a meal O The wait¬ 
ress cleared a table for us and we sat down. 
2. a list of figures, facts, or information set 
out in columns ■ verb to suggest at a meeting 
something you would like to discuss O The 
report of the finance committee was tabled. 
Synonym propose □ to table a motion to 
put forward a proposal for discussion 
tableau /'taebbu/ noun a scene where ac¬ 
tors represent a historic occasion without 
moving. Synonym display (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is tableaux /'taebbu, 'taeblouz/.) 


tablecloth /'teib(o)lklD0/ noun a cloth 
which covers a table during a meal 
table lamp /'teib(o)l hemp/ noun a lamp 
on a table 

table-mat /'teib(o)lmcet/ noun a mat put 
on the surface of a table, so that hot plates 
will not damage it 

tablespoon /'teib(o)lspu:n/ noun 1. a 
large spoon for serving food at table 2. an 
amount held in a tablespoon O Add two table¬ 
spoons of sugar. 

tablespoonful /'teib(9)lspu:nful/ noun 
an amount held in a tablespoon 
tablet /'taebbt/ noun a small round pill 
taken as medicine O Take two tablets before 
meals. 

table tennis /'teib(o)l ,tems/ noun a 
game similar to tennis, but played on a large 
table with a net across the centre, with small 
round bats and a very light white ball. Also 
called ping-pong 

tabloid /'taebbid/ noun a newspaper with a 
small page size, usually containing a lot of 
information about famous people, and not 
much serious news (NOTE: Large format 
newspapers are called broadsheets.) 
taboo /to'bu:/ adj not talked about because 
of being rude or embarrassing O Talking 
about pay rises is taboo in this office. O 
Money used to be a taboo subject at home. ■ 
noun a custom which forbids something o 
There is a taboo against eating pork in the 
Muslim religion. Synonym ban 
tabular /'taebjub/ adj arranged in a table. 
Synonym flat 

tabulate /'taebjuleit/ verb to arrange num¬ 
bers in a table 

tabulation /.tcebju'leiJXojn/ noun the ar¬ 
rangement of numbers in a table 
tabulator /'taebjuleito/ noun the key on a 
keyboard which you press to jump forward to 
a set place on the line (NOTE: usually re¬ 
ferred to as the tab key) 
tacit /'taesit/ adj {of e.g. an agreement) 
which is understood but not actually said. 
Synonym unspoken 

taciturn /'ta2Sit3:n/ adj not saying much 
and seeming to be unfriendly. Antonym 

talkative 


tack 
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tack /task/ noun 1. a small nail with a wide 
head □ to get down to brass tacks to start 
discussing the real problem ( informal) 2. (in 
sewing) a loose stitch used to hold cloth in 
place when making clothes, which can be re¬ 
moved later O She put in a row of tacks to 
show where the pockets were to go. 3. a 
movement of a sailing boat in a certain direc¬ 
tion as it sails against the wind □ to change 
tack to start doing something different O Or¬ 
iginally he offered to pay all the costs of the 
party and then changed tack and asked ev¬ 
eryone to pay for themselves. ■ verb 1. to 
nail something down using tacks O He tacked 
down the edge of the carpet. 2. to make a 
loose stitch which will be taken out later o 
She tacked up the hem of her skirt. 3. (in a 
sailing ship) to change direction so that wind 
blows the sails from the other side O The 
yacht had to keep tacking because the wind 
was blowing away from the harbour. □ they 
were tacking up the river they sailed up the 
river changing direction all the time because 
the wind was against them 
® tackle !'\.?ek(?)\verb 1. to try to deal with 
a problem or job O You can’t tackle a job like 
changing the central heating system on your 
own. O You start cleaning the dining room 
and I'll tackle the washing up. 2. to grab 
someone in order to stop them from doing 
something O He tried to tackle the burglar 
himself. 3. (in football, etc.) to try to get the 
ball from an opposing player O He was tack¬ 
led before he could score. ■ noun 1. equip¬ 
ment O He brought his fishing tackle with 
him. 2. (in football, etc.) trying to take the 
ball from an opposing player 
tack on /,tsek 'on/ verb to add something at 
the end 

tacky /'taeki/ adj 1. sticky o Don’t touch 
that paint, it’s still tacky. 2. looking cheap 
and of bad quality O The decorations were 
expensive, but they just look tacky. (NOTE: 

tackier - tackiest) 

taco /'taskou/ noun a Mexican savoury 
pastry that is filled with meat and vegetables, 
and cooked until it is hard 
tact /taekt/ noun being careful not to offend 
people, being careful to say the right thing. 
Synonym diplomacy 

tactful /'t2ektf(3)l/ adj showing tact. Syn¬ 
onym diplomatic. Antonym tactless 
tactfully /'taektf(o)li/ adv in a tactful way 
tactic /'taektik/ noun 1. a way of doing 
something so as to get an advantage (often 
plural) O His tactic is to wait until near clos¬ 
ing time, when the supermarket reduces the 
price of bread. 2. a way of fighting a war O 
Guerrilla tactics were successful against the 
advancing army. 

tactical /'t 2 ektik(o)l/ adj referring to tactics 
O Cutting all our prices was a clever tactical 


tail away 

move. O The decision was taken for tactical 
reasons. 

tactical error /.teektikC^jl 'era/ noun a 
mistake which will affect your future plans 
tactical weapon /,taektik(3)l 'wepon/ 
noun a weapon which is used at a relatively 
short range 

tactician /tsek'tiJXojn/ noun a person who 
is an expert at tactics. Synonym strategist 
tactile /'taektail/ adj involving the sense of 
touch 

tactless /'taektlos/ adj offensive, not al¬ 
ways intentionally. Synonym insensitive. 
Antonym tactful 

tactlessly /'taektlosli/ adv in a tactless 
way 

tadpole /'tasdpoul/ noun a frog in its first 
stage after hatching, when it has a body and 
tail 

taffeta /'tasfito/ noun a stiff shiny material 
often used to make women’s clothes 
tag /taeg/ noun 1 . a label or a piece of paper 
or plastic attached to something to show e.g. 
a price, contents, or someone’s name and ad¬ 
dress 2. a children’s game where the first 
child has to try to touch another one who then 
chases the others in turn O They were playing 
tag in the school playground. ■ verb 1. to at¬ 
tach a label to something O These coats need 
to be tagged before you put them on the 
racks. O We tag birds so that we can study 
their migration routes. 2. □ to tag along be¬ 
hind someone to follow close behind some¬ 
one (informal) o Whenever we go out for a 
walk my sister insists on tagging along. 
t’ai chi /,tai 'tji:/ noun a Chinese form of 
very slow physical exercise aimed at assist¬ 
ing relaxation and improving balance 
(D tail /teil/ noun 1. a long thin part at the 
end of the body of an animal or bird, which 
can move O All you could see was a slight 
movement of the cat’s tail. O The dog rushed 
up to him, wagging its tail. □ to turn tail to 
turn round and run away O As soon as they 
heard the dog barking, the burglars turned 
tail and ran off. 2. an end or back part of 
something O The tail of the queue stretched 
round the corner and into the next street. O I 
prefer to sit near the tail of the aircraft. 3. □ 
tails the side of a coin without the head of a 
king, etc., on it □ heads or tails throwing a 
coin in the air to see which side comes down 
on top O Let’s toss heads or tails for the bill! 
4. a long back part of a coat or shirt O He 
tucked the tail of his shirt back into his trou¬ 
sers. 5. □ tails men’s evening dress, a black 
coat with a long tail, black trousers and a 
white bow tie O All the men wore tails to the 
ball. ■ verb to follow close behind someone 
(informal) o The police tailed the lorry from 
the harbour to the warehouse. 
tail away /,teil o'wei/ same as tail off 


tailback 
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tailback /'teilbaek/ noun a long line of cars 

that is moving very slowly, or not moving at 

all. Synonym traffic jam 

tailboard /'teilboid/ noun a hinged board 

at the back of a lorry which can be let down 

to load or unload the contents 

tail end /,teil 'end/ noun the last part or the 

back part of something 

tail fin /'teil fin/ noun a vertical fin on the 

tail of a plane which helps the steering 

tailgate /'teilgeit/ noun US a door at the 

back of a car, that opens to give access to the 

storage space O He had difficulty shutting the 

tailgate over the box. 

tailgating /'teilgeitirj/ noun US the act of 
following closely behind another car 
tail light /'teil lait/ noun a back light of a 
vehicle 

tail off /,teil 'Df/ verb to become fainter or 
less. Synonym fade. Antonym build up 
tailor /'teita/ noun a person who makes 
clothes for men O He gets all his clothes 
made by a tailor in Oxford Street. ■ verb 1 . 
to make clothes which fit closely 2. to adapt 
something to fit a particular need O The pay¬ 
ments can be tailored to suit your require¬ 
ments. O This course is tailored to the needs 
of women going back to work. 
tailored /'teilod/ adj 1. made to fit closely 
O a tailored jacket 2. adapted for a particular 
purpose O tailored training courses 
tailor-made /.teilo 'meid/ adj made to fit 
certain needs 

tailpipe /'teilpaip/ noun US the tube at the 
back of a motor vehicle from which gases 
produced by the engine are sent out into the 
air (NOTE: The British term is exhaust 
pipe.) 

tailplane /'teilplein/ noun a horizontal 
wing forming part of the tail of an aircraft 
tailspin /'teilspin/ noun a dive by an air¬ 
craft which turns round and round 
tail wind /'teil wind/ noun a wind blowing 
from behind which makes an aircraft, vehicle 
or runner go faster. Compare headwind 
taint /teint/ noun a trace of something bad 
O We need a new finance director who is to¬ 
tally free of the taint of corruption. ■ verb 1 . 
to damage something O His political reputa¬ 
tion has been permanently tainted by the 
scandal. 2. to make something rotten □ 
tainted food food which has become rotten 
by touching other rotten food 
® take /teik/ verb 1 . to lift and move some¬ 
thing O She took the pot of jam down from 
the shelf. O The waiter took the tablecloth off 
the table. 2. to carry something to another 
place O Can you take this cheque to the bank 
for me, please? 3. to go with someone or 
something to another place O He’s taking the 
children to school. O They took the car to the 
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garage. O We took a taxi to the hotel. 4. to 
steal something O Someone’s taken my 
watch. 5. to go away with something which 
someone else was using O Someone has 
taken the newspaper I was reading. O Who's 
taken my cup of coffee? 6. to use or occupy 
something O Sorry, all these seats are taken. 
□ to take your seats to sit down o Please 
take your seats, the play is about to start. 7. 
to do a test O You must go to bed early be¬ 
cause you ’ll be taking your exams tomorrow 
morning. O She had to take her driving test 
three times before she finally passed. 8. to eat 
or to drink something on a regular basis O Do 
you take sugar in your tea? O How do you 
take your coffee — black or white? O Take the 
medicine three times a day after meals. 9. to 
accept something O If they offer you the job, 
take it immediately. 10. to do certain actions 
O We took our holiday in September this 
year. O She’s taking a shower after going to 
the beach. O She took a photograph or took a 
picture of the Tower of London. O She needs 
to take a rest. □ to take action to do some¬ 
thing O You must take immediate action if 
you want to stop shoplifting. □ to take a call 
to answer the telephone o I was out of the of¬ 
fice so my colleague took the call. □ to take 
the chair to be chairman of a meeting O In 
the absence of the chairperson, her deputy 
took the chair. □ to take dictation to write 
down everything that someone is saying in 
special writing □ to take place to happen o 
The reception will take place on Saturday. □ 
to take stock to count the items in a ware¬ 
house □ to take stock of a situation to ex¬ 
amine the state of things before deciding 
what to do O When we had taken stock of the 
situation, we decided the best thing to do was 
to sell the house. 11. to need a certain amount 
of time or number of people O It took three 
strong men to move the piano. O They took 
two days or it took them two days to get to 
London. O When he wants to watch a TV 
programme it never seems to take him long to 
finish his homework. 12. to accept or to hold 
something O The ticket machine takes lOp 
and 20p coins. O The lift can take up to six 
passengers. 13. to be successful, to have ef¬ 
fect □ the kidney transplant has taken the 
transplant has been successful □ the cuttings 
have taken the cuttings have sprouted roots 
(NOTE: taking - took /tuk ! - has taken) ■ 
noun 1. money received in a shop o Today’s 
take was less than yesterday’s. 2. a scene 
which has been filmed O The actors had a 
break between takes. 

take after /'teik ,aifto/ verb to look like a 
parent or relative. Synonym resemble 
take away /,teik o'wei/ verb 1. to remove 
something or someone O Take those scissors 
away from little Nicky - he could cut himself. 


taker 
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O The ambulance came and took her away. O 
The police took away piles of documents 
from the office. 2. to subtract one number 
from another (NOTE: Take away is usually 
shown by the sign - : 10-4 = 6: say ‘ten 
take away four equals six’.) 
takeaway /'teikowei/ noun, adj 1. a shop 
where you can buy cooked food to eat some¬ 
where else O There’s an Indian takeaway 
round the corner. O We had a Chinese 
takeaway. 2. a hot meal which you buy in a 
shop and eat somewhere else O We had a 
takeaway Chinese meal. (NOTE: The US 
term is takeout.) 

take back /,teik 'bask/ verb 1. to go back 
with something O If the trousers are too 
short you can take them back to the shop. 2. 
to accept something which someone has 
brought back O I took my trousers to the shop 
where I had bought them, but they wouldn’t 
take them back because I didn’t have a re¬ 
ceipt. 3. to withdraw something which has 
been said, and apologise for it O / take it all 
back - they ’re a marvellous team. 
take down /,teik 'daun/ verb 1. to reach 
up and bring something down O I took the jar 
down from the shelf 2. to bring something 
down which had been put up O On January 
6th we take down the Christmas decorations. 
O They have finished the roof and are taking 
down the scaffolding. 3. to write down O The 
policeman took down his name and address. 
take-home pay /'teik houm ,pei/ noun 
an amount of money you actually receive in 
wages after things such as tax and national 
insurance have been deducted 
take in /,teik 'in/ verb 1. to bring inside 
something which was outside O In October 
they took in the lemon trees from the gar¬ 
dens. 2. to understand something O I don’t 
think she took in anything of what you said. 
3. to deceive someone O Thousands of peo¬ 
ple were taken in by the advertisement. 4. to 
make a piece of clothing smaller O Can you 
take these trousers in? — They’re much too 
loose round the waist. Antonym let out 
take into /'teik ,intu/ verb to take inside 
taken /'teikon/ the past participle of take 
taken with /'teikon wid/ adj attracted by 
take off /,teik 'Df/ verb 1. to remove some¬ 
thing, especially your clothes O He took off 
all his clothes or he took all his clothes off. O 
Take your dirty boots off before you come 
into the kitchen, t hat 2. to remove or to de¬ 
duct an amount O He took £25 off the price. 
3. (of a plane) to leave the ground o The 
plane took off at 4.30. 4. to start to rise fast O 
Sales took off after the TV commercials. 5. □ 
she took the day off she decided not to work 
for the day 6. to imitate someone in a funny 
way O He likes to make everyone laugh by 
taking off the head teacher. 


takeoff /'teikof/ noun 1 . (of an aircraft) the 
act of leaving the ground O The takeoff was 
without any problems. O 7 always ask for a 
seat by the window, so that I can watch the 
takeoff. 2. an amusing imitation of someone 
O He did a wonderful takeoff of the head 
teacher. 

take on /,teik 'on/ verb 1 . to agree to do a 
job O She’s taken on a part-time job in addi¬ 
tion to the one she’s already got. 2. to agree 
to have someone as a worker O The shop has 
taken on four trainees. O We need to take on 
more staff to cope with the work. 3. to fight 
someone O It seems he is taking on the whole 
government. 

take out /,teik 'aut/ verb 1 . to pull some¬ 
thing out O He took out a gun and waved it 
around. O The dentist had to take my tooth 
out. 2. to invite someone to go out O I’m tak¬ 
ing all the office staff out for a drink. 3. □ to 
take out a patent for an invention to apply 
for and receive a patent □ to take out insur¬ 
ance against theft to pay a premium to an in¬ 
surance company, so that if a theft takes 
place the company will pay compensation □ 
to take out £50 to remove £50 in cash from a 
bank account 

takeout /'teikaut/ noun US a hot meal 
which you buy to eat back home (NOTE: The 
British term is takeaway.) 
take over /,teik 'ouvo/ verb 1 . to start to 
do something in place of someone else O The 
Socialists took over from the Conservatives. 
O Miss Black took over from Mr Jones on 
May 1st. O Thanks for looking after the 
switchboard for me - I’ll take over from you 
now. O When our history teacher was ill, the 
English teacher had to take over his classes. 
2. to buy a business by offering to buy most 
of its shares O The company was taken over 
by a big group last month. 
takeover /'teikouvo/ noun 1 . the buying of 
a controlling interest in a business by buying 
more than 50% of the shares O The takeover 
may mean that a lot of people will lose their 
jobs. □ to make a takeover bid for a com¬ 
pany to offer to buy most of the shares in a 
company 2. occupying a country and remov¬ 
ing the government O Many people were 
killed during the military takeover. 
takeover bid /'teikouvo bid/ noun an at¬ 
tempt to take over a company by offering to 
buy most of its shares 

taker /'teiko/ noun 1 . a person who wants 
to buy or take something O At that price, I’m 
not surprised there were no takers for the 
painting. O Any takers for this last piece of 
chocolate cake? 2. a person who takes some¬ 
one or something O The hostage-takers asked 
for a huge ransom. O Drug-takers are being 
targeted by the government publicity 
campaign. 


take to 

take to /'teik tu:/ verb 1. to start to do 
something as a habit O He’s taken to looking 
under his bed every night to make sure no 
one is hiding there. O She’s recently taken to 
wearing trousers to work. □ he took to drink 
he started to drink alcohol regularly 2. to start 
to like someone O She took to her boss right 
away. 

take up /,teik 'Ap/ verb 1. to occupy or to 
fill a space O This settee takes up too much 
room. O Being in charge of the staff sports 
club takes up too much of my time. 2. to re¬ 
move something which was down O You will 
need to take up the rugs if you want to polish 
the floor. 3. to start to do a certain activity O 
She was over fifty when she took up 
long-distance running. 4. □ to take someone 
up on something to accept an offer made by 
someone O He asked me if I wanted two tick¬ 
ets to Wimbledon and I took him up on his of¬ 
fer. 5. to make something such as a skirt or 
dress shorter O Can you take up the hem of 
this coat? 

takings /'teikirjz/ plural noun cash re¬ 
ceived in a shop or business O The day’s 
takings were stolen from the cash desk. O 
This week’s takings were less than last 
week’s. Synonym earnings. Antonym 
expenditure 

talcum powder /'taelkom ,paudo/ noun 
soft scented powder, used to soften the skin 
or reduce rubbing 

(D tale /teil/ noun 1. a story (literary ) o A 
tale ofprincesses and wicked fairies. 2. □ to 
tell tales to tell someone such as a parent or 
teacher that someone has done something 
wrong 

(D talent /'taslont/ noun 1. a natural ability 
or skill O She has a talent for getting custom¬ 
ers to spend money. 2. people with natural 
ability O The club is always on the lookout 
for fresh talent. 

talent contest /.taelont kon'test/ noun a 
competition to find new performers 
talented /'taslontid/ adj with a lot of talent. 
Synonym gifted 

talisman /'tcelizmon/ noun an object be¬ 
lieved to give protection to somebody carry¬ 
ing or wearing it 

G) talk /to:k/ noun 1. a conversation, a dis¬ 
cussion O We had a little talk, and she agreed 
with what the committee had decided. OI had 
a long talk with my father about what I 
should study at university. 2. a lecture about 
a subject O He gave a short talk about the 
history of the town. 3. a general rumour O 
There has been talk of a change of govern¬ 
ment. ■ verb 1. to say things, to speak o I 
didn’t understand what he was talking about. 
O We must talk to the neighbours about their 
noisy dog - it kept me awake again last night. 


tame 

2. to give information about something O The 
suspect refuses to talk. 

talkative /'toikotiv/ adj who likes to talk a 
lot or to gossip. Synonym chatty. Antonym 
reticent 

talker /'toiko/ noun a person who talks a lot 
talking shop /'toikip Jbp/ noun a place 
where things are talked about, but where no 
action is ever taken ( informal ) 
talking-to /’toikir) tu:/ noun an occasion 
when you angrily criticise someone’s behav¬ 
iour ( informal ) Synonym dressing-down 
talk into /'to:k ,intu:/ verb □ to talk some¬ 
one into doing something to persuade some¬ 
one to do something O The salesman talked 
us into buying a new car. 
talk of /'toik dv/ verb to mention some¬ 
thing that you may be planning to do 
talk over /,to:k 'novo/ verb to discuss 
talk round /,to:k 'raund/ verb to persuade 
someone to change their mind 
talks /toiks/ plural noun negotiations 
talk show /'toik Jou/ noun a chat show, a 
TV show where famous people talk to the 
host 

@ tall /toil/ adj high, usually higher than 
normal O The hank building is the tallest 
building in London. O Can you see those tall 
trees over there? O He’s the tallest boy in his 
class. O How tall are you? - I’m l metre 68 
centimetres. O His brother is over six feet 
tall. (NOTE: taller - tallest. Tall is used with 
people and thin things like trees or sky¬ 
scrapers; for things which are a long way 
above the ground use high: high clouds, a 
high mountain.) 

tall order /toil 'oido/ noun a difficult thing 
to ask someone to do ( informal ) 
tall Story /toil 'stoiri/ noun an unbeliev¬ 
able story ( informal ) 

tally /'taeli/ noun a note, account or score O 
What’s the tally in the race so far? — We’ve 
had two crashes and four retirements 
through mechanical failure. O The scorer 
keeps a tally of the runs scored. O Did you 
keep a tally of all your expenses? ■ verb to 
agree O The totals in the two columns don’t 
tally. O The figures in my notebook tally with 
the computer figures. 

Talmud /'taslmud/ noun a book containing 
a collection of Jewish writings 
talon /'taelon/ noun the big claw of a bird of 
prey 

tambourine /.taembo'riin/ noun a small 
drum with metal discs attached to the rim, so 
that they jangle when it is hit 
tame /teim/ adj 1. which is not wild, which 
is used to people O Don’t be afraid of that fox 
- he’s perfectly tame. 2. not very exciting O 
The film is a lot tamer than the book. ■ verb 
to make a wild animal tame O They tame wild 
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tamper 

elephants so that they can use them for work 
in the forests. 

tamper /'tasmpo/ verb □ to tamper with to 
meddle with something O Someone has been 
tampering with the weighing machine. O / 
hope no one tampered with the test sample. 
tampon /'tzempon/ noun 1. a tube of ab¬ 
sorbent material placed inside the vagina to 
soak up menstrual blood O I need to buy a 
packet of tampons from the chemist. 2. a pad 
of absorbent material used in operations to 
soak up blood O The surgeon put a tampon 
into the wound to absorb some of the blood. 
tan /tasn/ adj brownish-yellow o He was 
wearing tan shoes. ■ noun 1. a brown¬ 
ish-yellow colour O Have you got the same 
shoes, but in tan? 2. a brownish-yellow col¬ 
our of the skin after being in the sun O She 
got a tan from spending each day on the 
beach, t suntan ■ verb 1 . to get brown from 
being in the sun O She tans easily - just half 
an hour in the sun and she’s quite brown. 2. 
to treat animal skin to make leather (NOTE: 
tanning - tanned) 

tandem /'tasndom/ noun 1 . a bicycle for 
two people O I’m sure that’s the second time 
today we’ve passed that couple on their tan¬ 
dem. 2. □ in tandem together, in pairs O 
They worked in tandem for many years. 
tandoori /taen'duori/ noun 1 . a method of 
Indian cooking where the food is usually 
marinated in yoghurt and spices, then cooked 
in a traditional clay oven 2. food cooked in 
this way 

tang /taer)/ noun a sharp taste or smell 
tangent /'taend 3 ont/ noun 1 . a line which 
touches a curve without cutting through it O 
The line AB forms a tangent to the circle at 
the point P. 2. □ to fly or go off at a tangent, 
to go off on a tangent US to start talking 
about something quite different O He sud¬ 
denly flew off at a tangent and started talking 
about his car. O She went off at a tangent al¬ 
most from the beginning of the discussion. 
tangerine /.taendso'riin/ noun a kind of 
small orange with soft skin which peels 
easily 

tangible /'t£end33b(3)l/ adj which is real 
or noticeable 

tangible assets /,taend3ib(9)l 'assets/ 
plural noun assets which are visible, such as 
property, jewels or machines 
tangle /'taeggol/ noun a mass of something 
such as threads, string or hair, all mixed to¬ 
gether O The tangle of shrubs in the back 
garden needs clearing. □ in a tangle all 
mixed up O All my wool is in a tangle. ■ verb 
1. to get things mixed together in knots O 
Her hair is so tangled that it’s impossible to 
comb. 2. □ to tangle with someone to get 
into an argument with someone O Tourists 


tap 

are advised not to tangle with the local foot¬ 
ball supporters. 

tangled /'taeggold/ adj twisted in an untidy 
way 

tango /'tasggou/ noun a South American 
dance for two people, where you glide side¬ 
ways (NOTE: The plural is tangos.) 
tangy /'taerji/ adj with a sharp taste or smell 
(D tank /tasgk/ noun 1. a large container for 
liquids O How much oil is left in the tank? 2. 
an armoured vehicle with caterpillar tracks 
and powerful guns O Tanks rolled along the 
main streets of the town. 
tankard /'taeqkod/ noun a large mug for 
drinking beer 

tanker /'taerjko/ noun a ship or lorry for 
carrying liquids, especially oil 
tanned /tasnd/ adj brown from having been 
exposed to the sun 

Tannoy /'tasnoi/ trademark a trademark for 
a public loudspeaker system O The tannoy 
gave details of special offers in the fruit de¬ 
partment. O They warned over the tannoy 
that train services would be delayed. 
tantalise /'tasntolaiz/, tantalize verb to 
tease someone by offering them something 
which they can’t have 

tantalising /' taentolaizirj/, tantalizing adj 

which makes you want something 
tantamount /'taentomaunt/ adj □ to be 
tantamount to to be the equivalent of in a 
negative way O It was tantamount to a decla¬ 
ration of war. 

tantrum /'taentrom/ noun a sudden attack 
of uncontrollable bad temper. Synonym 

outburst 

Taoiseach /'tiijok/ noun (in the Republic 
of Ireland) the Prime Minister 
(D tap /taep/ noun 1. a device with a knob 
which, when you twist it, lets liquid or gas 
come out O He washed his hands under the 
tap in the kitchen.a on tap available when 
you need it O We should have all this infor¬ 
mation on tap. □ to turn a tap on to allow 
water to run □ she turned on the hot tap she 
turned on the tap which produces hot water □ 
to turn a tap off to stop water running O She 
forgot to turn the gas tap off. 2. a little knock 
O As a signal, he gave three taps on the door. 
■ verb 1. to hit something gently o She 
tapped him on the knee with her finger. O A 
policeman tapped him on the shoulder and 
arrested him. 2. to attach a secret listening 
device to a telephone line O The police 
tapped his phone because they thought he 
was a spy. 3. to take liquid out of something 
O They tap the rubber trees in the planta¬ 
tions. O He’s going down to the cellar to tap 
a new barrel of beer. 4. to take energy or re¬ 
sources and use them O The resources of 
Northern Siberia have not yet been tapped. 
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tap-dancer 

Compare untapped (NOTE: tapping - 
tapped) 

tap-dancer /'taep .dainso/ noun a person 
who does tap-dancing 

tap-dancing /'taep ,da:nsir)/ noun a style 
of dancing in which the dancer wears special 
shoes with metal heels and toes which make 
a loud tapping sound 

(D tape /teip/ noun 1. a long narrow strip 
e.g. of cloth or plastic o She stitched tape 
along the bottom of the hem to stop it fraying. 
2. same as magnetic tapen on tape re¬ 
corded on magnetic tape O We have the 
whole conversation on tape. ■ verb 1. to re¬ 
cord something on tape or on video O The 
whole conversation was taped by the police. 
O I didn’t see the programme because I was 
at work, but I’ve taped it. 2. to attach some¬ 
thing with sticky tape O She taped up the box 
before taking it to the post office, t 
videotape 

tape deck /'teip dek/ noun a part of a ste¬ 
reo system, which plays tapes 
tape measure /'teip ,me 3 o/ noun a mea¬ 
suring tape, a long strip marked in centi¬ 
metres or inches, used for measuring 
taper /'teipo/ noun a long thin candle, 
made of a wick covered with a thin layer of 
wax O If you have a lot of candles to light, 
use a taper rather than wasting matches. ■ 
verb 1 . to make something thinner at the end 
O You will need to taper the piece of wood to 
make it fit into the hole. 2. to become thinner 
at the end o Her new shoes taper to a point. 
□ to taper off to become less thick, strong, 
large, etc. O The fuss about the minister’s 
wife seems to have tapered off. 
tape-recorder /'teip ri.koido/ noun a ma¬ 
chine which is used to record sounds on mag¬ 
netic tape and which can play back what has 
been recorded 

tapestry /'taepistri/ noun 1. a thick woven 
cloth with a picture or design, usually hung 
on walls or used to cover chairs O The walls 
were hung with tapestries. 2. □ the rich tap¬ 
estry of life life in all its varied forms (hu¬ 
morous) O Being made manager one week 
and being switched back to your old job the 
next is all part of the rich tapestry of life in 
this office. 

tap water /'taep , wo its/ noun water which 
comes through pipes into a building 
tar/t a:/ noun 1 . a thick hard black substance 
which comes from coal and is melted to 
make road surfaces O They were spreading 
tar and sand on the road. O They spread a 
coating of tar on the roof to waterproof it. 2. 
a similar black oily substance which comes 
from burning tobacco O cigarettes with low 
tar content or low tar cigarettes ■ verb to 
cover with melted tar o a special machine for 
tarring roads (NOTE: tarring - tarred) 


tartan 

tarantula /to'rasntjulo/ noun a large 
mildly poisonous tropical spider 
tardy /'taidi/ adj late. Antonym punctual 
(NOTE: tardier - tardiest) 

® target /'taigit/ noun 1. an object which 
you aim at e.g. with a gun O His last shot 
missed the target altogether. O She hit the 
target three times in all. 2. a goal which you 
try to reach □ to set targets to fix quantities 
of work which employees have to produce □ 
to meet a target to produce the quantity of 
goods or sales which is expected o We need 
to set targets for our sales staff to meet. □ to 
miss a target not to produce the amount of 
goods or sales which is expected O The fac¬ 
tory missed its production targets again this 
year. ■ verb to aim at customers or possible 
markets O The advertising campaign is tar¬ 
geting the student market. 
tariff /'taerif/ noun 1. a tax to be paid for 
importing or exporting goods □ to impose a 
tariff on something to make a tax payable 
when you buy something □ to lift tariff bar¬ 
riers to reduce import taxes 2. a list of prices 
for things such as electricity, gas or water O 
The new winter tariff will be introduced next 
week. 

Tarmac trademark a trademark for a hard 
road surface made of tar mixed with small 
stones O The sun was so hot, the Tarmac was 
starting to melt. ■ noun /'taimaek/ the areas 
of an airport covered with Tarmac, especially 
a runway O The snow ploughs were working 
flat out to clear the snow from the Tarmac. 
tarnish /'tainiJV verb 1. (of metal) to be¬ 
come discoloured O Silver tarnishes easily 
on contact with the air. 2. to ruin a reputation 
O The sex scandal has irreparably tarnished 
his reputation as a politician. 
tarot /'taerou/ noun a special set of cards 
with pictures on them, such as the Emperor, 
the Pope, the Hanged Man and the Fool, used 
in telling fortunes 

tarpaulin /tai'poilin/ noun a piece of thick 
waterproof canvas, used to cover things left 
outside 

tart /ta:t/ noun 1. a small pie with a sweet 
filling o an apple tart 2. a prostitute (offen¬ 
sive) ■ adj 1. bitter, sour o These apples are 
very tart. 2. sharp and sarcastic O He gave 
her a tart reply. (NOTE: tarter - tartest) ■ 
verb □ to tart something up to make some¬ 
thing look smarter, but in a tasteless way (in¬ 
formal) O The new management has tarted 
up the restaurant and increased all the 
prices. 

tartan /'ta:t(9)n/ noun 1. a cloth woven 
into a special pattern for one of the Scottish 
clans O She wore a tartan kilt. O a tartan rug 
2. a distinctive pattern in such a cloth, worn 
by members of a Scottish clan O My Scottish 
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grandmother gave me a rug with the Mackay 
tartan on it or a Mackay tartan rug. 

(D task /ta:sk/ noun 1. a job of work which 
has to be done O There are many tasks which 
need to be done in the garden. O He had the 
unpleasant task of telling his mother about it. 
2. □ to take someone to task for to criticise 
someone for something O She took him to 
task for not cleaning the bathroom. 
taskbar /'taisk.ba:/ noun a display on a 
computer screen with symbols showing 
which programs are open and operating 
task force /'taisk fo:s/ noun a special 
group of people chosen to carry out a diffi¬ 
cult task 

tassel /'taes(o)l/ noun a group of threads 
tied together to form a ball, with the ends 
hanging free 

<D taste /teist/ noun 1. one of the five 
senses, by which you can tell differences of 
flavour between things you eat, using your 
tongue O I’ve got a cold, so I’ve lost all sense 
of taste. 2. a flavour of something that you 
eat or drink O The pudding has a funny or 
strange taste. O Do you like the taste of gar¬ 
lic? O This milk shake has no taste at all. 3. 
being able to appreciate things that are beau¬ 
tiful O My taste in music is quite different 
from hers. O I don’t share his taste for bright 
green shirts. O She showed great taste in fur¬ 
nishing her dining room. □ to someone’s 
taste what someone likes O Modern jazz is 
not to everyone’s taste. □ she has very ex¬ 
pensive tastes she likes buying expensive 
things 4. an experience of something that you 
are not used to O This is a taste of what the 
country will be like under the new ruler. □ 
he’s had a taste of prison he has been in 
prison once ■ verb 1. to notice the taste of 
something with your tongue O Can you taste 
the onions in this soup? O She’s got a cold so 
she can’t taste anything. 2. to have a certain 
taste O This cake tastes of soap. O What is 
this green stuff? - It tastes like cabbage. O 
The pudding tastes very good. 3. to try food 
or drink to see if you like it O Would you like 
to taste the wine? O She asked if she could 
taste the cheese before buying it. 
taste buds /'teist bAdz/ plural noun areas 
on your tongue which enable you to tell dif¬ 
ferences in flavour 

tasteful /'teistf(3)l/ adj showing good 
taste. Synonym discerning 
tasteless /'teistlos/ adj 1. with no special 
flavour O Chicken can be quite tasteless un¬ 
less you add herbs to it. 2. showing bad taste 
O a restaurant with tasteless decorations O 
She made a tasteless remark about her 
mother’s dress. 

taster /'teisto/ noun 1 . a person whose job 
is to taste food to test its quality O He likes 
his job as a food taster with a big supermar¬ 


ket. 2. a short experience of something so 

you can decide if you like it O a weekend 

taster course learning yoga 

tasty /'teisti/ adj with a specially pleasant 

taste. Synonym delicious (NOTE: tastier - 

tastiest) 

ta-ta /tae'ta:/ interj goodbye ( informal) 
tattered /'taetod/ adj tom and old 
tatters o in tatters 1. tom o His shirt was 
in tatters. 2. wearing old tom clothes O The 
children were in tatters. 
tattoo /tae'tu:/ noun 1 . a decoration on skin 
made by pricking with a needle and putting 
colour into the wound O She has a little tat¬ 
too of a rose on her left shoulder. 2. a mili¬ 
tary parade O Crowds went to see the tattoo 
last night. ■ verb to make decorations on 
someone’s skin by pricking it and putting 
colour into the wound O She has had a little 
rose tattooed on her left shoulder. 
tatty /'taeti/ adj worn out, in bad condition 
(D taught /to:t/ 1 > teach 
taunt /toint/ noun a sarcastic jeering o She 
disregarded the taunts of the crowd. Syn¬ 
onym insult ■ verb to jeer at someone sar¬ 
castically O He taunted the minister with or 
about his financial problems. Synonym 
mock ► Antonym (all senses) compliment 
Taurus /'toiros/ noun one of the signs of 
the Zodiac, shaped like a bull, covering the 
period 20th April to 20th May 
taut /toit/ a dj stretched tight 
tauten /'to:t(o)n/ verb 1. to stretch tight o 
You must tauten the canvas on the frame be¬ 
fore you start to paint. 2. to become tight O 
The ropes tautened as they became wet. 
tautology /toi'tolodsi/ noun using differ¬ 
ent words which mean the same thing in the 
same sentence 

tavern /'taev(o)n/ noun a public house, a 

place where people can go to drink alcohol 

( archaic ) Synonym inn 

tawdry /'toidri/ adj cheap and in bad taste. 

Antonym tasteful (NOTE: tawdrier - 

tawdriest) 

tawny /'toini/ adj orange brown (NOTE: 

tawnier - tawniest) 

(D tax /taeks/ noun 1. money taken by the 
government from things such as people’s in¬ 
comes and sales, to pay for government ser¬ 
vices O The government is planning to 
introduce a tax on food. O You must pay your 
tax on the correct date. O The newspaper 
headline says ‘TAXES TO GO UP 2. □ ex¬ 
clusive of tax not including tax □ inclusive 
of tax including tax O All prices are shown 
inclusive of value added tax. ■ verb 1 . to put 
a tax on something or someone O Income is 
taxed at 25%. 2. to pay tax on something O 
He had forgotten to tax his car. O The car is 
for sale, taxed till next April. 3. to demand a 
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great deal O Moving all this furniture taxed 
her strength. 4. □ to tax someone with 
something to accuse someone of doing 
something ( formal ) o She taxed him with ne¬ 
glecting her. 

taxable /'ta2ksob(3)l/ adj which you have 
to pay tax on 

<D taxation /task'seiJXojn/ noun the action 
of imposing taxes 

tax evasion /'ta^ks i,vei 3 (o)n/ noun ille¬ 
gally trying not to pay tax 
<D taxi /'tceksi/ noun a car which you can 
hire with a driver O Can you call a taxi to 
take me to the airport? O Why aren’t there 
any taxis at the station today? O There are no 
buses on Sunday afternoons, so we had to 
take a taxi to the party. (NOTE: also often 
called a cab and sometimes taxicab) ■ 
verb (of an aircraft) to go slowly along the 
ground before taking off or after landing O 
The aircraft taxied out onto the runway. 
taxicab /'tasksikaeb/ 1 > taxi 
taxi driver /'taeksi .draivo/ noun a person 
who drives a taxi 

taxing /'taeksir)/ adj making you use a lot 
of energy 

taxi rank /'taeksi raerjk/ noun a place in the 

street where taxis can wait 

taxpayer /'taekspeio/ noun a person who 

pays tax, especially income tax 

tax return /'taeks ri,t3:n/ noun a form to 

be filled in to inform the tax office of your 

earnings and allowances 

TB abbr tuberculosis o Outbreaks of TB 

have started to reappear in Europe. 

3) tea /ti:/ noun 1. a drink made from hot 
water which has been poured onto the dried 
leaves of a tropical plant O Can I have an¬ 
other cup of tea or some more tea? O I don’t 
like tea - can I have coffee instead? 2. a cup 
of tea O Can we have two teas and two cakes, 
please? 3. the dried leaves of a tropical plant 
used to make a warm drink O We’ve run out 
of tea, can you put it on your shopping list? O 
Put a spoonful of tea into the pot and add 
boiling water. 4. dried leaves or flowers of 
other plants, used to make a drink O I'll have 
a cup of peppermint tea. 5. a meal eaten in 
the late afternoon or early evening O The 
children have had their tea. 
teabag /'tiibseg/, tea bag noun a small pa¬ 
per bag with tea leaves in it which you put 
into the pot with hot water 
tea break /'ti: breik/ noun a rest period at 
work, when you can have a drink 
(D teach /tiitJV verb 1. to give lessons, to 
show someone how to do something O She 
taught me how to dance. O He teaches maths 
in the local school. O She taught herself to 
type. O Who taught her to swim? 2. □ to 
teach someone a lesson to punish someone 


for doing something wrong ( informal) o / 
locked up her bike - it will teach her a lesson 
for going out when she should be doing her 
homework. □ that’ll teach you that will be a 
punishment for you O That ’ll teach you not 
to forget to do the washing up. 

(J) teacher /'tiitjo/ noun a person who 
teaches, especially in a school O Mr Jones is 
our maths teacher. O The French teacher is 
ill today. O He trained as a primary school 
teacher, t pet. Synonym instructor 
® teaching /'tirtjirj/ noun the work of be¬ 
ing a teacher or of giving lessons O The re¬ 
port praised the high standard of teaching at 
the college. O He was working in a bank, but 
has decided to go into teaching instead. □ 
the teaching profession all teachers, taken 
as a group O The teaching profession is often 
blamed by parents if their children do badly 
at school. 

teachings /'tiitjirjz/ plural noun political 
or moral ideas which are taught 
teacloth /'tiikloB/ noun a cloth which you 
use for drying things that have been washed, 
such as plates and dishes 
teacup /'tiikAp/ noun a cup for drinking 
tea out of □ a storm in a teacup a lot of fuss 
about something which is not important (in¬ 
formal) 

teak /tiik/ noun 1. the hard wood of a tropi¬ 
cal tree, which is resistant to water, and is 
used for making things such as outdoor furni¬ 
ture O We bought some teak furniture for the 
patio. O The table is solid teak. 2. the large 
tropical tree which produces this wood O the 
teak forests of Indonesia 
® team /ti:m/ noun 1. a group of people 
who play a game together O There are eleven 
people in a football team and fifteen in a 
rugby team. O He’s a fan of the local football 
team. O Our college team played badly last 
Saturday. 2. a group of people who work to¬ 
gether O They make a very effective team. O 
In this job you have to be able to work as a 
member of a team. ■ verb □ to team up with 
someone to join someone in order to work 
together O I teamed up with George to tackle 
the German project. 

team-mate /'tiimmeit/ noun someone in 
the same team as you 

team spirit /ti:m 'spirit/ noun a feeling of 
loyalty to the team on the part of those who 
play or work together 

teamwork /'ti:mw3ik/ noun working to¬ 
gether as a group. Synonym cooperation 
teapot /'tiipot/ noun a pot which is used 
for making tea in 

® tear noun 1. /tio/ a drop of salt water 
which forms in your eye when you cry O 
Tears were running down her cheeks. □ in 
tears crying O All the family were in tears. □ 
she burst into tears she suddenly started 


tear apart 

crying 2. /tea/ a place where something has a 
hole in it from being tom O Can you mend 
the tear in my jeans? t wear and tear ■ 
verbAesl 1. to make a hole in something by 
pulling O He tore his trousers climbing over 
the fence. O My anorak is torn - can it be 
mended? 2. to pull something into pieces O 
He tore the letter in half. O She tore up old 
newspapers to pack the cups and saucers. □ 
that’s torn it that has mined what we were 
planning, that has spoilt everything (infor¬ 
mal) O That’s torn it - there’s a policeman 
coming! 3. to go very fast O He tore across 
the platform, but just missed his train. O She 
grabbed the dress and tore out of the shop. 
(NOTE: tearing - tore /to:/ - torn /torn/) 
tear apart /.tear o'pait/ verb to pull some¬ 
thing to pieces 

tear down /,teo 'daun/ verb 1. to knock 
something down O They tore down the old 
town hall and replaced it with a supermarket. 
2. to remove a piece of paper or cloth which 
is hanging up O The crowd tore down the pic¬ 
tures of the president. O The police tore down 
the opposition party’s election posters. 
tearful /'tiof(o)l/ adj sad, crying 
tear gas /'tio gses/ noun gas which makes 
your eyes bum, used by police to control 
crowds 

tease /thzl verb to say or do something to 
annoy someone on purpose O He teased her 
about her thick glasses. O Stop teasing that 
poor cat. ■ noun a person who teases people 
O He’s such a tease. Synonym joker 
teaspoon /'tiispuin/ noun 1. a small 
spoon for stirring tea or other liquid O Can 
you bring me a teaspoon, please? 2. the 
amount contained in a teaspoon O I take one 
teaspoon of sugar in my coffee. 
teat /ti:t/ noun 1. a rubber cap on a baby’s 
feeding bottle through which the baby sucks 
milk O The baby’s bottle and teat should be 
sterilised before each feed. (NOTE: Another 
US term is nipple.) 2. a nipple on a cow’s 
udder through which the calf drinks milk O A 
cow is milked by squeezing and pulling on 
the teats. 

tea towel /'ti: .tauol/ noun a cloth which 
you use for drying plates and dishes 
tech /tek/ noun a technical college, a fur¬ 
ther education college for older students and 
adults ( informal) 

techie /'teki/ noun a person who under¬ 
stands the more technical aspects of things 
such as computers ( informal) 

(D technical /'teknik(o)l/ adj referring to 
industrial processes or practical work O 
Don’t bother with the technical details of 
how the machine works, just tell me what it 
does. O The instructions are too technical for 
the ordinary person to understand. 


teenage 

technicality /.tekni'kseliti/ noun a little, 
usually unimportant, detail which relates to 
something 

(D technically /'teknikli/ adv 1. in a tech¬ 
nical way O It’s technically possible to make 
a light bulb that would never wear out. 2. □ 
technically (speaking) according to the ex¬ 
act meaning or mles O Technically, he isn ’t a 
member of the club because he hasn’t paid 
this year’s subscription. 
technician /tek'mj(3)n/ noun a person 
who is a specialist in a particular area of in¬ 
dustry or science 

(D technique /tek'nkk/ noun a way of do¬ 
ing something O He developed a new tech¬ 
nique for processing steel. O She has a 
specially effective technique for dealing with 
complaints from customers. Synonym 
method 

techno /'teknou/ noun a type of fast dance 
music using electronic instruments 
d) technological /.tekna'lDdsi^o)!/ adj 
referring to technology. Synonym technical 
(D technology /tek'nDlod 3 i/ noun the use 
or study of industrial or scientific skills o We 
already have the technology to produce such 
a machine. O The government has promised 
increased investment in science and technol¬ 
ogy. □ the introduction of new technology 
putting new electronic equipment into a busi¬ 
ness or industry, t high technology, infor¬ 
mation technology 

teddy bear /'tedi 'beo/ noun 1. a child’s 
toy bear O The little boy was clutching his 
old teddy bear. (NOTE: The plural is ted¬ 
dies.) 

tedious /'tiidios/ adj boring. Antonym 

interesting 

tediously /'tiidiosli/ adv in a tedious way 
tedium /'tiidiom/ noun boredom, being 
boring 

tee /ti:/ noun 1. a raised grass area on a golf 
course where the ball is placed when you be¬ 
gin to play each hole O He is walking to¬ 
wards the sixteenth tee. 2. a little peg which 
is pushed into ground, on which the golf ball 
is placed to start playing a hole O The ground 
is so hard I can hardly stick my tee in. ■ verb 
□ to tee off to hit the ball from a tee O At 
what time do we tee off? 
teem /ti:m/ verb 1 . to be full of something 
O In spring the rivers are teeming with 
salmon. O Oxford Street was teeming with 
shoppers. 2. □ it’s teeming (down) it’s pour¬ 
ing with rain ( informal) 
teen /ti:n/ noun an informal word for a 
teenager 

teenage /'ti:neid 3 / adj referring to young 
people aged between 13 and 19 O the teenage 
years O The teenage market for their records 
is enormous. 


889 


890 


teenaged 

teenaged adj aged between 13 and 19 o 
He has two teenaged daughters. (NOTE: only 
used before a noun) 

(D teenager /'tiineid33/ noun a young per¬ 
son aged between 13 and 19 O Most of the 
people who come to the club are teenagers. 

Synonym adolescent 

teens /tiinz/ plural noun the age between 
13 and 19. Synonym adolescence 
teeny /'tiini/ adj very small ( informal ) Syn¬ 
onym tiny. Antonym enormous 
teeny-bopper /'tiini bopo/ noun a teen¬ 
aged girl pop fan ( informal) 
teeny-weeny /.tiini 'wiini/ adj extremely 
small ( informal ) 

® teeshirt /'ti:j3it/, T-shirt noun a light 
shirt with no buttons or collar, usually with 
short sleeves 

teeter /'tiita/ verb to wobble, to be very un¬ 
stable. Synonym totter 
d> teeth /ti:0/ 1 > tooth 

teethe /tiid/ verb (of a baby) to have the 
first teeth starting to grow O The baby wakes 
up at night because he is teething. 
teething problems /'tiiGirj .problomz/, 
teething troubles /'tiiOig ,trAb(a)lz/ plural 
noun problems which happen when a new 
process or system is being introduced o We 
are experiencing some teething problems 
with the new software system. 
teetotal /.tii'toutl/ adj who never drinks 
alcohol 

teetotaller /tii'toutlo/ noun a person who 
never drinks alcohol (NOTE: The US spelling 

is teetotaler.) 

TEFL abbr teaching of English as a foreign 
language 

Teflon /'teflon/ trademark a trademark for 
a non-stick surface used on cooking pans 
tel abbr telephone 
tele- /teli/ prefix over a distance 
telecommunications /.telikamjuim- 
'keij(3)nz/ plural noun a communication 
system using e.g. telephone, radio, TV, satel¬ 
lites O Thanks to modern telecommunica¬ 
tions, the information can be sent to our 
office in Japan in seconds. (NOTE: also short¬ 
ened to telecoms /'telikomz/) 
telecommuter /'telikamjuita/ noun a 
person who works from home, using email 
and telephone as their main means of com¬ 
municating with the company they work for 
teleconference /'teli.konf^rsns/ noun 
a meeting held by people in different places 
using telephone and television 
telegram /'teligrasm/ noun a message sent 
by telegraph 

telegraph /'teligraif/ noun a system of 
sending messages along wires O The order 
telling him to return home was sent by tele¬ 
graph. ■ verb to send someone a message by 


telescope 

telegraph O They telegraphed him to tell him 
to return immediately. O Can you telegraph 
the money to our office in Australia? 

telegraph pole /'teligraif paul/ noun a 
pole which holds up a telephone line 
telemarketing /'teli.maikitir)/ noun the 
activity of selling goods and services by 
telephone 

telepathic /,teli'pae0ik/ adj 1. referring to 
telepathy O She said she could receive tele¬ 
pathic messages from members of the audi¬ 
ence. 2. appearing to know what other people 
are thinking O How did you know I like yel¬ 
low roses - You must be telepathic! 
telepathy /ta'lepaOi/ noun sending 
thoughts or mental images from one person 
to another without using the senses 
® telephone /'telifsun/ noun a machine 
which you use to speak to someone who is 
some distance away O I was in the garden 
when you called, but by the time I got to the 
house the telephone had stopped ringing. O 
She lifted the telephone and called the ambu¬ 
lance. □ to answer the telephone to lift the 
receiver when the phone rings and listen to 
what the caller is saying O Can ’t someone 
answer the telephone - it’s been ringing and 
ringing. □ by telephone using the telephone 
O He booked his plane ticket by telephone. O 
She reserved a table by telephone. ■ verb to 
call someone using a telephone O Your wife 
telephoned when you were out. O Can you 
telephone me at ten o’clock tomorrow eve¬ 
ning? O I need to telephone our office in New 
York. (NOTE: Telephone is often shortened 
to phone: phone call, phone book, but not 
in the expressions telephone switch¬ 
board, telephone operator, telephone ex¬ 
change.) 

telephone box /'telifsun boks/ noun a 
shelter with windows round it containing a 
public telephone (NOTE: often shortened to 

phone box) 

telephone directory /'telifsun dai- 
,rekt(3)ri/ noun a book which lists names of 
people and businesses in alphabetical order 
with their phone numbers and addresses 
telephone exchange /'telifsun iks- 
.tj’einds/ noun a central telephone 
switchboard 

telephone number /'telifaun .nAmba/ 
noun the number of a particular telephone 
(NOTE: often shortened to phone number) 
telesales /'teli.seilz/ noun same as 

telemarketing 

telescope /'teliskaup/ noun a tube with a 
series of lenses for looking at objects which 
are very far away O With a telescope you can 
see the ships very clearly. O He discovered a 
comet using the telescope in his back garden. 
■ verb to push the ends of something to¬ 
gether, so that one piece slides into another o 


telescopic 

In the crash, several of the carriages of the 
express train were telescoped. 
telescopic /(teli'skDpik/ adj 1. referring 
to a telescope O A sniper's rifle has tele¬ 
scopic sights. 2. with parts which slide to¬ 
gether like a telescope O The radio has a 
telescopic aerial. O A telescopic umbrella 
should be small enough to fit into your bag. 
televise /'telivaiz/ verb to broadcast some¬ 
thing by television □ the show is being tele¬ 
vised live the show is being broadcast as it 
takes place, and not recorded and broadcast 
later 

<D television / l teli l vi 3 (o)n/ noun 1. sound 
and pictures which are sent through the air or 
along cables and appear on a special machine 
O We don’t watch television every night - 
some nights we go to the pub. O Is there any 
football on television tonight? O Saturday 
evening television programmes are never 
very interesting. O He stayed in his room all 
evening, watching television. 2. a piece of 
electrical equipment which shows television 
pictures O We can ’t watch anything - our 
television has broken down. O Switch off the 
television - that programme’s stupid. O 
When my husband comes home in the eve¬ 
ning he just pours himself a beer, turns on 
the television and goes to sleep. (NOTE: Tele¬ 
vision is often written or spoken as TV /,ti: 
'vi:/.) 

teleworker /'teliw3:ko/ noun a person 
who works from home, using telephone and 
email as their principal way of communicat¬ 
ing with the company they work for 
0) tell /tel/ verb 1. to communicate some¬ 
thing to someone, e.g. a story or a joke O She 
told me a long story about how she got lost in 
London. O I don’t think they are telling the 
truth. 2. to give information to someone O 
The policeman told them how to get to the 
post office. O He told the police that he had 
seen the accident take place. O Don't tell my 
mother you saw me at the pub. O Nobody told 
us about the picnic. 3. □ to tell someone 
what to do to give someone instructions o 
The teacher told the children to stand in a 
line. O Give a shout to tell us when to start. 4. 
to notice something o He can't tell the differ¬ 
ence between butter and margarine. O You 
can tell he is embarrassed when his face goes 
red. 5. □ to tell the time to be able to read 
the time from a clock O He's only three, but 
he can already tell the time. (NOTE: telling - 
told) 

teller /'teb/ noun 1. a clerk in a bank who 
takes in money or pays it out to customers O 
The teller told me that I couldn 't cash the 
cheque. 2. a member of parliament who 
counts votes in the House of Commons 
telling /'telirj/ adj which has a certain effect 
tellingly /'telirjli/ adv in a telling way 


tempestuous 

® tell off /.tel 'Df/ verb to speak to someone 
angrily about something wrong he or she has 
done (informal) Synonym reprimand 
telltale /'telteil/ adj which shows some¬ 
thing. Synonym revealing 
telly /'teli/ noun a television ( informal) 
temerity /t o'merit i/ noun audacity; daring 
to do something. Antonym reticence 
temp /temp/ noun o We have two temps 
working in the office this week. ■ verb to 
work as a temp O She has done some temping 
jobs. O I’m temping for the moment until I 
can find something permanent. 
temper /'tempo/ noun 1. the state of be¬ 
coming angry O You have to learn to control 
your temper. O He has a violent temper. O 
She got into a temper. 2. a particular mood or 
state of mind O What sort of temper is the 
boss in this morning? □ he lost his temper 
he became very angry □ she tried to keep 
her temper she tried to stay calm and not get 
angry ■ verb 1. □ to temper something 
(with something) to make something have a 
less harsh effect ( formal ) o We try to temper 
the strict prison regime with sports and other 
recreational activities. 2. to make a metal 
hard by heating and cooling O a tempered 
steel blade 

temperament /'tempromont/ noun the 
nature of a person 

temperamental /.tempro'mentto)!/ adj 
1. likely to have bad moods, likely to be in a 
bad temper for no particular reason O The 
chef has a reputation for being temperamen¬ 
tal. 2. likely to break down ( humorous ) o 
Our washing machine’s a bit temperamental. 
temperate /'temp(3)r9t/ adj 1. which is 
neither very hot nor very cold O The temper¬ 
ate forests of northern Europe have been 
badly affected by acid rain. 2. sober, not 
given to drinking much alcohol O He’s a man 
of temperate habits and would be ideally 
suited to the post of church caretaker. 

(D temperature /'tempritjo/ noun 1. heat 
measured in degrees O The temperature of 
water in the swimming pool is 25°. O Tem¬ 
peratures in the Arctic can be very low. O I 
can’t start the car when the temperature is 
below zero. O Put the thermometer in the pa¬ 
tient ’s mouth — I want to take her tempera¬ 
ture. 2. an illness where your body is hotter 
than normal O She’s off work with a tempera¬ 
ture. O The doctor says he’s got a tempera¬ 
ture and has to stay in bed. 

-tempered /'tempod/ suffix having a cer¬ 
tain temper 

tempest /'tempist/ noun a big storm (liter¬ 
ary) Antonym calm □ a tempest in a teacup 
US a lot of fuss about something which is not 
important ( informal ) 

tempestuous /tem'pestjuos/ adj with 
strong emotions being displayed 
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template /'tem.pleit/ noun something that 
is used as a pattern to make other similar 
things 

temple /'tempol/ noun 1 . a building for 
worship, usually Hindu or Buddhist, or an¬ 
cient Greek or Roman O We visited the Greek 
temples on the islands. 2. the flat part of the 
side of the head between the top of the ear 
and the eye O He had a bruise on his right 
temple. 

tempo /'tempou/ noun 1 . a rhythm or the 
beat of music O The tempo of the band 
speeded up as midnight approached. 2. the 
speed at which something happens O He 
found it difficult to keep up with the tempo of 
life in the City. (NOTE: The plural is tempos, 
or tempi /'tempi:/ for music.) 
temporarily / l temp(9)'reroli/ adv for a 
short time only 

© temporary /'temp(o)rori/ adj which is 
not permanent, only lasting a short time O 
She has a temporary job with a construction 
company. O This arrangement is only tempo¬ 
rary. Antonym permanent □ I’m looking 
for temporary employment I’m looking for 
work which does not last for more than a few 
months 

(D tempt /tempt/ verb 1. to try to persuade 
someone to do something, especially some¬ 
thing pleasant or wrong O Can I tempt you to 
have another cream cake? O They tried to 
tempt him to leave his job and work, for them. 
2. □ to be tempted to do something to feel 
like doing something O He was tempted to 
send the food back to the kitchen. O I am 
tempted to accept their offer. 
temptation /temp'teiJ(o)n/ noun 1. the 
state of being tempted 2. something which at¬ 
tracts people O Putting chocolates near the 
cash desk, is just a temptation for little 
children. 

tempting /’temptir)/ adj which attracts. 
Synonym alluring 

(D ten /ten/ noun the number 10 o In the 
market they’re selling ten oranges for two 
dollars. O She’s ten (years old) next week. O 
The next plane for Paris leaves at 10 
(o ’clock) in the evening. ■ □ ten to one very 
likely ( informal ) o Ten to one he finds out 
about the payment. ■ noun a £10 note o He 
gave me two twenties and a ten. 
tenable /'tenob(o)l/ adj which can be held 
or supported. Antonym untenable 
tenacious /ti'neijos/ adj 1. holding on 
tightly to something, determined to have 
your own way O We have to deal with sev¬ 
eral very tenacious tenants. 2. holding on to 
an idea tightly O her tenacious belief in so¬ 
cialist principles 

tenaciously /ti'neijosli/ adv in a tena¬ 
cious way 


tennis 

tenacity /ti'naesiti/ noun being determined 
to do something 

tenancy /'tenonsi/ noun a period during 
which a tenant has an agreement to rent a 
property. Synonym occupancy 
tenant /'tenant/ noun a person or company 
that rents e.g. a room, a flat, a house, an of¬ 
fice or land, in which to live or work 
(D tend /tend/ verb 1. to look after some¬ 
thing O His job is to tend the flower beds in 
front of the town hall. 2 . □ to tend to do 
something to be likely to do something o 
She tends to lose her temper very easily. 

(D tendency /'tendonsi/ noun the way in 
which someone or something is likely to act 
O The photocopier has a tendency to break 
down if you try to do too many copies at the 
same time. O He has an unfortunate tendency 
to sit in a corner and go to sleep at parties. 
tender /'tenda/ adj 1. (of food) easy to cut 
or chew O a plate of tender young beans O 
The meat was so tender, you hardly needed a 
knife to cut it. 2. delicate, easily damaged O 
The baby has vety tender skin. 3. showing 
love O The plants need a lot of tender loving 
care. 4. which cannot stand frost O Keep ten¬ 
der seedlings in the greenhouse until June. 5. 
painful when touched □ you’ve touched him 
on a tender spot you have mentioned some¬ 
thing which he gets very upset about (infor¬ 
mal) ■ noun 1. an offer to do something at a 
certain price □ to put in or submit a tender 
for a job to offer to do work at a certain price 

2. a boat which brings supplies to a large ship 

3. a coal wagon attached to a steam engine ■ 
verb 1. □ to tender for a job to offer to do 
work at a certain price O The company is ten¬ 
dering for a construction job in Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. □ to tender one’s resignation to inform 
one’s employer of one’s wish to leave one’s 
job, formally, in writing O The employee has 
tendered his resignation. 2. to offer money O 
Please tender the correct fare. 
tenderhearted /.tendo'haitid/ adj kind to 
others 

tenderly /'tendoli/ adv gently; with 
kindness 

tendon /'tendon/ noun a piece of strong 
tissue which attaches a muscle to a bone 
tenement /'tenomont/ noun a large old 
building which is divided into flats 
tenet /'tenit/ noun a basic principle or 
belief 

tenner /'teno/ noun a ten pound note (infor¬ 
mal) 

tennis /'terns/ noun a game for two or four 
players who use rackets to hit a ball over a 
net O He's joined the local tennis club. O 
Would you like a game of tennis? O I won the 
last two tennis matches I played. O Tennis 
players have to be fit. 
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tenor /'tens/ noun 1 . a man who sings with 
the highest male voice O The tenors start the 
song, followed by the sopranos. 2. a general 
mood or attitude O We were upset by the 
threatening tenor of his speech. 3. the gen¬ 
eral way of doing something O the dangerous 
tenor of life in the refugee camps ■ adj with a 
high pitch, similar to that of a tenor O He 
plays the tenor saxophone. O He has a pleas¬ 
ant tenor voice. 

ten-pin bowling /.ten pin 'bsulip/ noun 
a game where you roll a large ball and try to 
knock down ten targets, shaped like bottles 
(D tense /tens/ adj nervous and worried o / 
always get tense before going to an inter¬ 
view. O The atmosphere in the hall was tense 
as everyone waited for the result of the vote. 
(NOTE: tenser - tensest) ■ noun the fonn 
of a verb which shows the time when the ac¬ 
tion takes place ■ verb to become nervous 
and worried O He tensed suddenly, as he 
heard a footstep outside. 

(D tension /'tenjon/ noun 1 . a state of ner¬ 
vous anxiety O Tension built up as we waited 
for the result. 2. a state of hostility between 
countries or races O There is tension in the 
area caused by fighting between tribes. 3. the 
state of being tight O You need to adjust the 
tension in your tennis racket. 4. voltage O 
high-tension cables 

tent /tent/ noun a shelter made of cloth, 
held up by poles and attached to the ground 
with ropes □ to pitch a tent to put up a tent o 
We pitched our tent in a field by a little 
mountain stream. 

tentacle /'tentok(o)l/ noun a long arm 
with suckers, such as that of an octopus 
tentative /'tentotiv/ adj 1 . which has been 
suggested but not accepted 2. done in an un¬ 
certain way because you are not sure what 
will happen □ I made a tentative proposal I 
made a proposal in order to find out what the 
response would be O We put forward a tenta¬ 
tive proposal for the committee to consider. 
tentatively /'tentotivli/ adv in a tentative 
way 

tenterhooks /'tentohuks/ plural noun □ 
on tenterhooks impatiently waiting, anxious 
and uncertain 

(D tenth /ten0/ adj, noun referring to 10 o 
The tenth of April or April the tenth (April 
10th). O That’s the tenth phone call I’ve had 
this morning. O We spend a tenth of our in¬ 
come on food. □ the tenth century the pe¬ 
riod from 900 to 999 

tenuous /'tenjuos/ adj not strong, very 
slight. Antonym convincing 
tenure /'tenjo/ noun 1. a right to hold prop¬ 
erty or a position O Freehold farmers have 
tenure of their land. 2. a period when you 
hold an office o during his tenure as honor¬ 
ary secretary 3. {in a college or university) a 


right to hold a job permanently O He’s on a 
contract but hopes to get tenure next year. 
tepid /'tepid/ adj 1. slightly warm o There 
was no hot water left so my bath was only 
tepid. O There’s only a bit of coffee left in 
your mug and it’s probably tepid. 2. not very 
enthusiastic O His tepid reaction to my great 
plan disappointed me. Synonym lukewarm 
tequila /ti'kiilo/ noun a strong Mexican al¬ 
coholic drink 

(D term /t3im/ noun 1. an official length of 
time O His term as President was marked by 
a lot of disagreement. O She was sent to 
prison for a term of three years. □ in the 
long term for a long period from now □ in 
the short term for a short period from now o 
In the long term, this investment should be 
very profitable. 2. one of the parts of a school 
or university year O A school year has three 
terms: autumn, spring and summer. O 
Cricket is played during the summer term 
only, and football in both the autumn and 
spring terms. O The autumn term ends on De¬ 
cember 15th. O Next term I’ll be starting to 
learn the piano. 3. a word or phrase which 
has a particular meaning O He used several 
technical terms which I didn’t understand. O 
Some people use ‘darling ’ as a term of affec¬ 
tion. 4. > terms ■ verb to refer to something 
by a specific word O You say it is acceptable 
behaviour -1 would term it a disgrace. 
terminal /'t3:min(9)l/ adj 1. in the last pe¬ 
riod of a fatal illness O He has terminal can¬ 
cer. 2. at the end O a terminal leaf ■ noun 1. 
a building at an airport where planes arrive or 
depart O The flight leaves from Terminal 4. 
2. a building where you end a journey 
terminally /'t3:min(o)li/ adv at the end of 
something □ terminally ill in the last stages 
of an illness before death. Synonym fatally 
terminate /'t3:mineit/ verb to finish 
something, to end something. Synonym end 
termination /.tsimi'neiJXojn/ noun bring¬ 
ing something to an end ( formal ) Synonym 
end 

terminological /,t3:min3'lDd3ik(3)l/ adj 
referring to specialist terms 
(D terminology /,t3:mi'nDl9d3i/ noun spe¬ 
cial words or phrases used in a particular 
field. Synonym terms 

terminus /'t3:minos/ noun 1. a station at 
the end of a railway line O Waterloo Station 
is the terminus for Eurostar trains from Paris 
and Brussels. 2. the place at the end of a jour¬ 
ney by bus or coach o We got off two stops 
before the terminus. (NOTE: The plural is ter¬ 
mini /'t3:minai/.) 

termite /'t3:mait/ noun a tropical white in¬ 
sect, like a large ant, which eats wood 
term of abuse /,t3im ov o'bjuis/ noun a 
rude word 


terms 
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® terms /t3imz/ plural noun 1. conditions 
which are agreed before something else is 
done O We bought the shop on very favour¬ 
able terms. O What are the terms of the 
agreement? □ to come to terms to reach an 
agreement O When it became obvious that 
neither side would win, they came to terms. □ 
to come to terms with something to accept 
that something has happened and cannot be 
changed O It took him some time to come to 
terms with the fact that he would never walk 
again. 2. a way of getting on with someone O 
They’re on bad terms with the people next 
door. O The company is on good terms with 
all its suppliers. □ they’re not on speaking 
terms they refuse to talk to each other O in 
terms of 1. expressed as O How much is 5% 
per month in terms of an annual percentage 
rate? □ we are talking in terms of a salary 
plus bonuses the job is offered with a salary 
plus bonuses 2 . as regards 
terms of reference /, t3:mz ov 

'ref(3)r9ns/ plural noun areas which a com¬ 
mittee has to examine or discuss 
(D terrace /'teros/ noun 1. a flat area with a 
stone or tiled floor, which is raised above an¬ 
other area O The guests had drinks on the ter¬ 
race before going in to dinner. 2. a row of 
similar houses connected together O They 
live in an early 19th-century terrace in 
Islington. 3. a flat field cut out of the side of a 
hill O Farmers make terraces for their rice 
paddies. 

terraced /'terost/ adj made into a flat 
raised area O The sides of the valley are ter¬ 
raced to form small rice fields. 
terraces /'terosiz/ plural noun rows of 
wide steps in a sports stadium on which the 
spectators stand 

terracing /'terosip/ noun the act of build¬ 
ing earth terraces on the side of a mountain, 
to create small flat fields 
terracotta /.tero'koto/ noun 1. a red clay 
used to make little statues, pots and tiles o 
Terracotta flowerpots can crack in very cold 
weather. 2. a dull red brown colour o She 
brightened up her fence by painting it in blue 
and terracotta. 3. a statue made of red clay O 
a display of Greek terracottas 
terrain /to'rein/ noun a particular type of 
land surface 

terrestrial /to'restriol/ adj 1. referring to 
the planet Earth □ terrestrial TV (channels) 
TV channels which use cable or radio links, 
but not satellites. Compare lunar, solar, 
stellar 2. (of an animal or plant) which lives 
on land, not in water O Mice and rats are ter¬ 
restrial animals. (NOTE: Animals and plants 
that live in water are aquatic.) 

® terrible /'terib(o)l/ adj 1. very bad o We 
shouldn’t have come to this party - the mu¬ 
sic’s terrible. O There was a terrible storm 


last night. 2. frightening O It must have been 
terrible to be in the car which plunged into 
the river. 

(D terribly /'teribli/ adv 1 . very o I’m terri¬ 
bly sorry to have kept you waiting. O The sit¬ 
uation is terribly serious. Synonym 

extremely. Antonym slightly 2. in a very 
bad way O The peasant farmers suffered ter¬ 
ribly from drought. 

terrier /'terio/ noun a small dog, originally 
one used in hunting 

(D terrific /to'rifik/ adj 1. wonderful o We 
had a terrific time at the party. 2. very big or 
loud O There was a terrific bang and the 
whole building collapsed. 
terrifically /to'rifikli/ adv extremely. Syn¬ 
onym very. Antonym slightly 
terrified /'terifaid/ adj very frightened 
terrify /'terifai/ verb to make someone very 
frightened. Antonym comfort 
terrifying /'terifaur)/ adj very frightening. 
Antonym reassuring 

territorial ^teri'toiriol/ adj referring to 
territory 

territorial waters /.teritoiriol 'woitoz/ 
plural noun sea waters near the coast of a 
country, which are part of that country and 
which are governed by the laws of that 
country 

® territory /'terit(9)ri/ noun 1. a large 
stretch of land O They occupied all the terri¬ 
tory on the east bank of the river. 2. land 
which belongs to a country O A group of sol¬ 
diers had wandered into enemy territory. 3. 
an area visited by a salesperson O His terri¬ 
tory covers all the north of the country. 4. an 
area which an animal or bird thinks belongs 
only to it O Animals often fight to defend 
their territories. (NOTE: The plural is territo¬ 
ries.) 

(D terror /'tero/ noun 1. great fear o They 
live in constant terror of racist attacks. □ a 
reign of terror a period when law and order 
have broken down and people live in a con¬ 
tinuous state of fear 2. a naughty child O 
Their daughter’s a little terror. 3. □ a terror 
for something very insistent on something 
( informal ) O The new manager is a terror for 
hygiene in the shop. 

terrorism /'ter3riz(9)m/ noun a policy of 
using violence in a political cause o Acts of 
terrorism continued during the whole sum¬ 
mer. O The government has said that it will 
not give in to terrorism. Synonym 
intimidation 

terrorist /'teronst/ noun a person who 
practises terrorism O Terrorists hijacked a 
plane and told the pilot to fly to Rome. ■ adj 
referring to terrorism O Terrorist attacks 
have increased over the last few weeks. 
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terse /t3is/ adj concise, short, using few 
words 

tertiary /'t3ij9ri/ adj 1. referring to a third 
stage, especially to the level of education af¬ 
ter the secondary O She’s studying at the lo¬ 
cal tertiary college. 2. □ tertiary sector or 
industry the section of the economy which 
provides services such as banking or 
insurance 

Terylene /'teroliin/ trademark a type of 
man-made thread 

TESOL abbr Teaching of English to 
Speakers of Other Languages 
(D test /test/ noun 1 . an examination to see 
if you know something O We had an English 
test yesterday. O She passed her driving test. 
2. an examination to see if something is 
working well O The doctor will have to do a 
blood test. O It is a good test of the car’s 
ability to brake fast. 3. O England lost the 
third test against Pakistan. ■ verb 1 . to find 
out how well someone can do something, etc. 
O The teacher tested my spoken German. 2. 
to examine someone or something to see if 
everything is working well O We need to test 
your reactions to noise and bright lights. O 
He has to have his eyes tested. O She tested 
her new car in the snow. 
testament /'testomont/ noun □ last will 
and testament a document written by some¬ 
one which says what they want to happen to 
their property after they die O This is the last 
will and testament of the late James Smith. 
test case /'test keis/ noun a court case in 
which the decision will establish a principle 
which other cases can follow 
test-drive /'test draiv/ verb to drive a car 
before buying it to see if it works well. Syn¬ 
onym try out 

tester /'testa/ noun 1. a person who tests 
something 2. a small sample of something 
such as makeup 
testes /'testiiz/ 1 ) testis 
testicle /'testik(o)l/ noun one of the two 
male sex glands which produce sperm. Also 
called testis 

testicular /te'stikjulo/ adj referring to the 
testicles 

testify /'testifai/ verb to give evidence in 
court 

testimonial /.testi'maunial/ noun 1. a 
written report about someone’s character or 
ability O She asked her boss if he would give 
her a testimonial. 2. a written document 
praising someone’s good qualities, often one 
which is presented at a ceremony O At a 
function in the Town Hall, the mayor pre¬ 
sented testimonials to six members of the 
staff. □ to attend a testimonial dinner to go 
to a dinner organised to give a present to 
someone O The mayor was guest of honour 


text message 

at the testimonial dinner for six retiring 
council workers. 

testimony /'testimoni/ noun a statement 
given in court about what happened 
testing /'testig/ adj which is difficult to 
deal with O This has been a testing time for 
the whole family. O In the second interview 
they will ask you more testing questions. 
Synonym challenging. Antonym easy ■ 
noun the act of examining something to see 
if it works well O During the testing of the 
engine several defects were corrected. 
testis /'testis/ noun a testicle (NOTE: The 
plural is testes /'testiiz/.) 
testosterone /te'stDst arson/ noun a 
male sex hormone. Compare progesterone 
test run /'test rAn/ noun a trial made on a 
machine 

test tube /'test tjuib/ noun a small glass 
tube, open at the top and with a rounded bot¬ 
tom, used in laboratories to hold liquids dur¬ 
ing experiments O Position the base of the 
test tube over the flame. 
test tube baby /'test tjuib ,beibi/ noun a 
baby which develops after the mother’s eggs 
have been removed, fertilised with the fa¬ 
ther’s sperm in a laboratory, and replaced in 
the mother’s womb to continue developing 
normally ( informal) 

tetanus /'tet(a)nas/ noun a serious disease 
caused by infection of a wound by bacteria in 
the soil, which affects the spinal cord and 
causes the jaw muscles to stiffen. Also called 

lockjaw 

tete-a-tete /,tet as 'tet/ noun a private con¬ 
versation between two people 
tether /'teda/ noun 1. a rope which attaches 
an animal to a post O The horse had slipped 
its tether and was galloping away down the 
street. 2. □ to be at the end of your tether to 
be unable to stand any more, to have lost all 
patience O He was at the end of his tether 
and resigned after just one month in the job. 
■ verb to attach an animal to a post with a 
rope O He tethered his horse to a post. 

® text /tekst/ noun 1. the main written sec¬ 
tion of a book, not the notes, index or pic¬ 
tures O It’s a book for little children, with 
lots of pictures and very little text. 2. the 
original words of a speech O the text of the 
Gettysburg Address ■ verb to send a text 
message to someone 

textbook /'tekstbuk/ noun a book which 
students use to learn about the subject they 
are studying 

textile /'tekstail/ noun cloth. Synonym 

fabric 

text message /'tekst ,mesid 3 / noun a 
message sent by telephone, using short forms 
of words, which appear on the screen of a 
mobile phone 
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text messaging /'tekst ,mesid3ir)/ noun 
the action of sending text messages 
text processing /'tekst .prousesig/ 
noun the process of using a computer to pro¬ 
duce, check and change things, e.g. docu¬ 
ments, reports and letters 
textual /'tekstjuol/ adj referring to a text. 
Synonym written 

texture /'tekst Jo/ noun 1. the way in which 
the surface of a material can be felt o the soft 
texture of velvet 2. the way a substance is 
formed O This bread has a light texture. O 
the heavy texture of clay soil 
textured /'tekstJod/ adj with a certain 
texture 

Thai /tai/ adj referring to Thailand O If 
you ’re fond of Thai food let’s go to a Thai 
restaurant. ■ noun 1. an inhabitant of Thai¬ 
land O Thais are famous for their hot, spicy 
cooking. O The two economics students are 
Thais. 2. the language spoken in Thailand O 
If you’re posted to Bangkok, you’ll have to 
learn Thai. 

3) than /don, dcen/ conj used to indicate a 
comparison O It’s hotter this week than it 
was last week. ■ prep used to link two parts 
of a comparison O His car is bigger than 
mine. O She was born in London, so she 
knows it better than any other town. O You 
can’t get more than four people into this lift. 
O It’s less than five kilometres to the nearest 
station. 

(i) thank /0asr)k/ verb 1. to say or do some¬ 
thing that shows you are grateful to someone 
for doing something for you O She thanked 
the policeman for helping her to cross the 
street. O Don’t forget to thank Aunt Ann for 
her present. 2. □ thank goodness! or God! 
or heavens! expressions used to show relief 
O Thank goodness it didn’t rain for the 
school sports day! O Thank God the ambu¬ 
lance turned up quickly! 
thankful /'0£er)kf(3)l/ adj glad because a 
worry has gone away, t mercy. Synonym 
grateful 

thankfully /'0ser)kf(9)li/ adv showing that 
you are glad that a worry has gone away 
thankless /'©aspklos/ adj for which no one 
will thank you. Antonym rewarding 
® thanks /02er)ks/ noun a word showing 
that you are grateful O We sent our thanks for 
the gift. O We did our best to help but got no 
thanks for it. O The committee passed a vote 
of thanks to the school for having organised 
the meeting. O Many thanks for your letter of 
the 15th. Synonym gratitude. Antonym in¬ 
gratitude ■ interj showing you are grateful 
O Do you want some more tea? - No thanks. 
I’ve had two cups already. O Anyone want a 
lift to the station? - Thanks, it’s a long walk 
from here. 


thanksgiving /'02er}ks,givir)/ noun a reli¬ 
gious occasion where thanks are given to 
God, often for someone who has recently 
died 

Thanksgiving /'©asgks.givig/ noun an 
American festival, celebrating the first har¬ 
vest of the Pilgrims who settled in the United 
States, on the fourth Thursday in November 
(D thanks to /'0aer)ks tu:/ prep because of, 
as a result of 

G thank you /'0£et)k ju:/ interj showing 
that you are grateful O Thank you very much 
for your letter of the 15th. O Did you remem¬ 
ber to say thank you to your grandmother for 
the present? O Would you like another piece 
of cake? — No thank you, I’ve had enough. ■ 
noun words or an action such as applause, to 
show you are grateful O Let’s say a big thank 
you to the people who organised the show. □ 
a thank-you letter or note letter or note 
written to thank someone for something 
G that /daet/ adj used to show something or 
someone that is further away or in the past O 
Can you see that white house on the corner 
over there? O Do you remember the name of 
that awful hotel in Brighton? Compare this 
(NOTE: The plural is those.) ■ pron some¬ 
thing or someone that is further away O 
That’s the book I was talking about. O Do 
you know who that is sitting at the next table? 
O Is that the one? - Yes, that’s it. Compare 
this (NOTE: The plural is those.) ■ relative 
pron used to give more information about 
someone or something just mentioned O 
Where is the parcel that she sent you yester¬ 
day? O Can you see the man that sold you the 
ticket? O There’s the suitcase that you left on 
the train! (NOTE: When it is the object of a 
relative clause that can sometimes be left 
out: Where’s the letter he sent you? Here’s 
the box you left in the bedroom. When it is 
the subject, that can be replaced by which 
or who: a house that has red windows or a 
house which has red windows-, the man that 
stole the car or the man who stole the car.) 
■ conj used after verbs like ‘say’ or ‘think’ 
and adjectives like ‘glad’ or ‘disappointed’, 
and after ‘so’ or ‘such’ O The restaurant was 
so expensive that we could only afford one 
dish. O It rained so hard that the street was 
like a river. O We had such a lot of work that 
we didn’t have any lunch. O There was such 
a long queue that we didn’t bother waiting. O 
They told me that the manager was out. O I 
don’t think they knew that we were coming. O 
I’m glad that the weather turned out fine. 
(NOTE: That is often left out: He didn’t know 
we were coming-, It’s so hot in here we all 
want a drink of water.) ■ adv so, to such an 
extent O You must remember him, it’s not all 
that long ago that we had a drink with him. O 
His new car is not really that big. 
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thatched /Gastjt/ adj covered with a straw 
roof 

thaw /0o:/ noun a time of warm weather 
which makes snow and ice melt o The 
thaw came early this year. ■ verb 1. to 
melt O The ice is thawing on the village 
pond. 2. to unfreeze something which is 
frozen O Thaw the turkey for 12 hours. O 
Can you thaw those raspberries? 3. to be¬ 
come less formal O After a period of tension, 
relations between the two countries have be¬ 
gun to thaw. 

<D the /do/; before a vowel /di/ article 1 . 
meaning something in particular, as opposed 
to ‘a’ O Where’s the book you brought back 
from the library? O That’s the cat from next 
door. O The town centre has been made into 
a pedestrian zone. 2. used with something of 
which only one exists, in particular in geo¬ 
graphical names O an expedition to the Ant¬ 
arctic O A spacecraft landed on the moon. O 
The sun came up over the hills. 3. meaning a 
group of people or a thing in general, 
such as dates O There’s nothing interesting 
on the television tonight. O She refuses to use 
the telephone. O The streets are crowded at 
lunchtime. O Many people were out of work 
during the 1990s. O Both sisters play the 
flute. O born on the 31st of January 4. /di:/ 
meaning something special such as a date O 
It’s the shop for men’s clothes. O She’s the 
doctor for children’s diseases. O That’s not 
the Charlie Chaplin, is it? 5. used to compare 
O The more he eats the thinner he seems to 
get. O The sooner you do it the better. O This 
is by far the shortest way to London. O She’s 
the tallest person in the office. 6. showing 
quantity or speed O We sell tomatoes by the 
kilo. 

<g> theatre /'Gioto/ noun a building in which 
plays are shown O I’m trying to get tickets for 
the theatre tonight. O What is the play at the 
local theatre this week? O We ’ll have dinner 
early and then go to the theatre. (NOTE: The 
US spelling is theater.) O the theatre 1 . the 
art of presenting plays on the stage O I like 
the theatre better than the cinema. 2. the 
business of presenting plays on the stage O 
She wants to work in the theatre as a 
designer. 

theatrical / 0 i'a 2 trik(o)l/ adj 1. referring to 
the theatre O She had a distinguished theatri¬ 
cal career before going into films. 2. exag¬ 
gerated, dramatic and not natural O Throwing 
the letter on the floor and stamping on it was 
a bit theatrical. 

theft /0eft/ noun 1 . the practice of stealing 
O We have brought in security cameras to 
protect the hotel against theft. O The shops 
are trying to stop theft by members of the 
public. 2. an act of stealing O Thefts in super¬ 
markets have increased enormously. 


(D their /deo/ adj 1. belonging to them o Af¬ 
ter the film, we went to their house for sup¬ 
per. 2. referring to them O The family were 
eating their dinner when the fire broke out. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with there, they’re.) 
(D theirs /deoz/ pron the one that belongs to 
them O Which car is theirs - the Ford? O 
She’s a friend of theirs. O The girls wanted to 
borrow my car - theirs wouldn’t start. 

(D them /dom, dem/ pron 1. referring to 
people or things that have been mentioned 
before O Do you like cream cakes? - No, I 
don’t like them very much. O There’s a group 
of people waiting outside. - Tell them to 
come in. O She saw her friends and asked 
them to help her. 2. referring to a singular, 
used instead of ‘him or her’ O If someone 
phones, ask them to call back later. 
thematic /Gi'mgetik/ adj referring to 
themes 

(D theme /0i:m/ noun 1. the main subject of 
a book or article O The theme of the book is 
how to deal with illness in the family. 2. the 
main idea O The theme of the exhibition is 
‘Europe in the twenty-first century’. 3. the 
main tune in a piece of music O The theme 
comes again at the end of the symphony. 
theme park /'0i:m pa:k/ noun an amuse¬ 
ment park based on a single theme such as a 
medieval castle 

theme tune /0i:m tjuin/, theme song 

/0i:m sor)/ noun a tune or song played sev¬ 
eral times in a film or TV serial by which you 
can recognise it 

(D themselves /dom'selvz/ pron 1. refer¬ 
ring to the same people or things that are the 
subject of the verb O Cats always spend a lot 
of time cleaning themselves. O It’s no use go¬ 
ing to the surgery - the doctors are all ill 
themselves. 2. □ by themselves all alone O 
The girls were all by themselves in the tent. O 
They did it all by themselves. 3. used to 
emphasise O The children themselves said 
the film was rubbish. 

(D then /den/ adv 1 . at that time in the past 
or future O He had been very busy up till 
then. O Ever since then I’ve refused to eat 
oysters. O We ’re having a party next week. — 
What a pity! I’ll be in Scotland then. 2. after 
that, next O We all sat down, and then after a 
few minutes the waiter brought us the menu. 
O It was a busy trip - he went to Greece, then 
to Italy and finally to Spain. 3. and so, there¬ 
fore O If there isn’t any fish on the menu, 
then we ’ll have to have omelettes. O Then he 
was already at home when you phoned? ■ 
adj who or which existed at a certain time in 
the past O The then head teacher was a man 
called Jones. 

thence /dens/ adv 1 . from that place, from 
there 2. so, therefore 


thick 


898 


theology 

theology / 0 i'Dlod 3 i/ noun the study of reli¬ 
gion and the belief in God. Synonym 

divinity 

theorem /'Biorom/ noun a statement which 
can be proved in mathematics. Synonym 

proposition 

theoretical /,0i3 , retik(s)l/ ad/1, referring 
to theories O a theoretical study of the uni¬ 
verse 2. not proved in practice O She has the 
theoretical power to dismiss any of the staff 
theoretically /0io'retikli/ adv in theory, 
but not in practice 

theorise /'0ioraiz/, theorize verb to make 
up a theory about something 
theorist /'diarist/ noun a person who de¬ 
velops theories 

® theory /'0iori/ noun 1. an explanation of 
something which has not been proved but 
which you believe is true O I have a theory 
which explains why the police never found 
the murder weapon. 2. a careful scientific ex¬ 
planation of why something happens O Gali¬ 
leo put forward the theory that the earth 
turns round the sun. □ the theory of evolu¬ 
tion a theory, developed by Charles Darwin, 
that species evolve by a process of natural se¬ 
lection 3. a statement of general principles 
which may not apply in practice O In theory 
the treatment should work, but no one has 
ever triedit. (NOTE: The plural is theories.) 
therapeutic /.Oero'pjuitik/ adj which is 
given in order to cure a disease or disorder 
therapist /'0eropist/ noun a person who is 
specially trained to give therapy. Synonym 
psychoanalyst 

therapy /'0eropi/ noun the treatment of a 
patient to help cure a disease or condition 
® there /deo/ adv 1. in that place o Is that 
black van still there parked outside the 
house? O Where have you put the tea? - 
There, on the kitchen counter. 2. to that place 
O We haven’t been to the British Museum yet. 
- Let’s go there tomorrow. O Have you ever 
been to China? - Yes, I went there last 
month. 3. used when giving something to 
someone O There you are: two fish and chips 
and a pot of tea. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
their, they’re.) ■ interj 1. showing pity o 
There, there, don’t get upset. O There, sit 
down for a little while and you ’ll soon feel 
better. 2. showing a feeling O There, what 
did I say? The plane ’s late. O There, you’ve 
broken it! 3. making a decision O If you don ’t 
want to come with me, I’ll go all by myself, so 
there! ■ pron used usually before the verb ‘to 
be’ when the real subject follows the verb o 
There’s a little door leading onto the patio. O 
There’s someone at the door asking for you. 
O There are some pages missing in my news¬ 
paper. o Were there a lot of people at the 
cinema? O There seems to have been a lot of 
rain during the night. 


thereabouts /,dears'bauts/ adv 1. near 
that place O They live in Glasgow or there¬ 
abouts. 2. about that number O They owe us 
£250 or thereabouts. 

thereafter /deor'aifto/ adv after that. Ant¬ 
onym previously 

thereby /deo'bai/ adv by doing that 
® therefore /'deafoi/ adv for this reason o 
I therefore have decided not to grant his re¬ 
quest. O They have reduced their prices, 
therefore we should reduce ours if we want to 
stay competitive. Synonym consequently 
therein /dear'in/ adv in that 
thermal /'03:m(o)l/ adj referring to heat ■ 
noun a rising current of warm air o 
Hang-gliders rose into the air on thermals. 
thermometer /do'momito/ noun an in¬ 
strument for measuring temperature 
thermostat /'03:m9usta2t/ noun an instal¬ 
ment which controls heating according to a 
set temperature 

thesaurus /di'soiros/ noun a book with 
words collected into groups of similar 
meaning (NOTE: The plural is thesauruses 
or sometimes thesauri /0o'so:rai/.) 

(D these /diiz/p this 

thesis /'0i:sis/ noun 1. a long piece of writ¬ 
ten research prepared by a candidate for a 
higher university degree O She is writing her 
thesis on the place of women in Spanish liter¬ 
ature. 2. a particular point of view O His the¬ 
sis is that, the lower the income tax rate, the 
more people will spend. (NOTE: The plural is 
theses /'0i:si:z/.) 

(J) they /dei/ pron 1. referring to people or 
things O Where do you keep the spoons? — 
They ’re in the right-hand drawer. O Who are 
those people in uniform? - They’re traffic 
wardens. O The children played in the sun 
and they all got sunburnt. 2. referring to peo¬ 
ple in general O They say it’s going to be fine 
this weekend. 3. referring to a singular, used 
instead of ‘he or she’ after a word such as 
‘someone’ O If someone else joins the queue, 
they’ll just have to wait. (NOTE: When it is 
the object, them is used instead of they: 
We gave it to them ; The police beat them 
with sticks ; also when it follows the verb to 
be: Who’s that? - It’s them!) 
they’d /deid/ short form they had, they 
would 

they’ll /deil/ short form they will 
they’re /deo/ short form they are (NOTE: Do 
not confuse with their, there.) 
they’ve /deiv/ short form they have 
® thick /0ik/ adj 1. bigger than usual when 
measured from side to side, not thin O He cut 
a slice of bread which was so thick it 
wouldn’t go into the toaster. O The walls of 
the castle are three metres thick. O Some or¬ 
anges have very thick skins. O He took a 
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piece of thick rope. 2. close together O They 
tried to make their way through thick jungle. 
O The field was covered with thick grass. □ 
through thick and thin together, even when 
things are going badly ( informal) o She stuck 
with him through thick and thin. □ they’re as 
thick as thieves (of two people) they are 
great friends, they share each other’s secrets 
3. (of a liquid) which cannot flow easily O If 
the paint is too thick add some water. O A 
bowl of thick soup is just what we need on a 
cold day like this. 4. which you cannot see 
through easily O Thick fog had closed the 
airport. 5. stupid, not very intelligent (infor¬ 
mal) O He’s a bit thick or as thick as two 
(short) planks. □ it’s a bit thick it’s not very 
fair O It’s a bit thick, having to work on Sat¬ 
urdays when everyone else has the day off. ■ 
adv thickly, in a thick way o Put the plaster 
on thick so that it covers up the cracks. □ to 
lay it on thick to praise someone excessively 
(informal) o It was laying it on a bit thick to 
say that she plays the violin like Menuhin. □ 
thick and fast rapidly and often O The faxes 
came in thick and fast. ■ noun □ in the thick 
of something in the most active part of 
something O in the thick of negotiations 
thicken /'Bikon/ verb 1 . to make something 
thick O Thicken the sauce with cornflour. 2. 
to become thick O The custard will thicken 
when you heat it. 

thicket /'Gikit/ noun a small wood of trees 
and bushes growing close together. Synonym 

copse 

thickly /'0ikli/ adv in a thick layer □ 
thickly wooded with a lot of trees close to¬ 
gether O thickly wooded valleys 
thickness /'Biknos/ noun 1 . the state of 
being thick or the extent to which something 
is thick 2. a layer of something 
thickset /,0ik'set/ adj 1 . short and stocky 
O Her father is a solid thickset man. 2. (of a 
hedge) planted with bushes close together o 
The garden is surrounded by a thickset hedge 
of holly and yew. 

thick-skinned /,0ik 'skind/ adj 1. with a 
thick skin O A rhinoceros is very 
thick-skinned. 2. able to stand a lot of criti¬ 
cism O Luckily he’s a thick-skinned individ¬ 
ual or he would be very upset at what the 
tabloids say about him. 
thief /0i:f/ noun a person who steals, t 
thick. Synonym robber (NOTE: The plural is 
thieves /0i:vz /.) 

thigh /0ai/ noun the part at the top of the leg 
between your knee and your hip 
thimble /'0imb(3)l/ noun a small cup worn 
to protect the end of your finger when sewing 
(D thin /0in/ adj 1. not fat o The table has 
very thin legs. O He’s too thin - he should eat 
more. □ as thin as a rake very thin o She’s a 
supermodel and is as thin as a rake. 2. not 


thick O a plate of thin sandwiches O The 
book is printed on very thin paper. O The 
parcel was sent in a thin cardboard box. 3. 
not placed or growing close together O The 
hill was covered with thin grass. O The audi¬ 
ence is a bit thin tonight. 4. (of a liquid) 
which flows easily, which has too much wa¬ 
ter O All we had for lunch was a bowl of thin 
soup. O Add water to make the paint thinner. 
5. which you can see through O They hung 
thin curtains in the windows. O A thin mist 
covered the valley. 6. (of an argument or ex¬ 
cuse) weak or poor O His argument is a bit 
thin. (NOTE: thinner - thinnest) ■ adv 
thinly O Don’t spread the butter too thin. ■ 
verb 1. to make something more liquid o If 
you want to thin the soup just add some wa¬ 
ter. 2. to become fewer O The crowds began 
to thin by evening. 3. □ to thin out to make 
plants grow less close together o These let¬ 
tuces need to be thinned out. 

(D thing /0ir)/ noun 1. something which is 
not living, which is not a plant or animal O 
Can you see that black thing in the pan of 
soup? O What do you use that big blue thing 
for? 2. a usually kind way of talking to or 
about a person or animal O You silly thing! O 
The lady in the sweet shop is a dear old 
thing. 3. something in general O They all just 
sat there and didn’t say a thing. O The first 
thing to do is to call an ambulance. O That 
was a stupid thing to do! □ a good thing 
something lucky O It’s a good thing there 
was no policeofficer on duty at the door. □ 
first thing in the morning as soon as you get 
up O First thing in the morning, he does his 
exercises. □ last thing at night just before 
you go to bed 4. a problem or worry O It 
never stops, it’s just one thing after another. 
5. □ to have a thing about something to 
have strong feelings about something (infor¬ 
mal) O He has a thing about spiders. O She’s 
got a thing about men with beards. 

(D things /0ir)z/ plural noun 1. clothes or 
equipment O Did you bring your tennis 
things? O She left her painting things in the 
car. 2. a general situation O Things aren't 
going well at the office. O He always takes 
things too seriously. 

thingy /'0ir)i/ noun something whose name 
you don’t know or can’t remember 
(D think /0ir)k/ verb 1. to use your mind o 
We never think about what people might say, 
we always do what we think is right. □ to 
think twice to consider very carefully o 
Think twice before you sign that contract. O 
I’d think twice about spending all the money 
you’ve saved. 2. to have an opinion O I think 
London is a nicer town to live in than Frank¬ 
furt. O Everyone thinks we 're mad to go on 
holiday in December. O The weather fore¬ 
casters think it’s going to rain. O The gang is 
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thought to be based in Spain. 3. to make a 
plan to do something O We’re thinking we 
might open an office in New York. (NOTE: 
thinking - thought /0o:t/) ■ noun (infor¬ 
mal) a period when you think, the act of 
thinking O Let me have a little think and I’ll 
tell you what we should do. O Have a think 
about what I’ve just said. O We really need to 
have another think about the plan. □ to have 
another think coming to have to change 
your plans O If he thinks he’s going to tell me 
how to do my job, he’s got another think 
coming. 

think about /'Oirjk o,baut/ verb 1. to have 
someone or something in your mind O I was 
just thinking about you when you phoned. O 
All she thinks about is food. 2. to consider a 
plan in your mind O Have you ever thought 
about writing children’s books? 3. to have an 
opinion about something O What do you 
think about the government’s plans to in¬ 
crease taxes? 

think back /,0ir)k 'bask/ verb to remember 
something in the past 

thinker /'Oiqko/ noun a person who thinks. 
Synonym philosopher 
thinking /'Oirjkii]/ noun the process of rea¬ 
soning about something □ to my way of 
thinking my opinion is O To my way of 
thinking, it shouldn’t be allowed. 
think of /'Oirjk dv/ verb 1. to consider a 
plan in your mind O We are thinking of going 
to Greece on holiday. 2. to remember some¬ 
thing O Now I think of it, he was at the party 
last week. 3. to have an opinion about some¬ 
thing O What do you think of the govern¬ 
ment’s plans to increase taxes? O I didn’t 
think much of the play. O She asked him what 
he thought of her idea. □ to tell someone 
what you think of something to criticise 
something O He went up to her and told her 
exactly what he thought of her stupid idea. □ 
to think highly of someone to have a high 
opinion of someone □ to think nothing of 
doing something to consider something nor¬ 
mal or easy O She thinks nothing of working 
ten hours a day. □ think nothing of it! (as a 
response to an apology) please don’t bother 
to thank me for it □ to think better of some¬ 
thing to change your mind about something 
O He was going to pay the whole cost him¬ 
self and then thought better of it. 
think out /,0irjk 'aut/ verb to consider 
something carefully in all its details 
think over /.Oiqk 'ouvo/ verb to consider a 
plan or proposal very carefully 
think tank /'Oirjk tserjk/ noun a group of 
advisers who are appointed to discuss impor¬ 
tant problems and suggest how they should 
be solved 

think through /,0igk '0ru:/ verb to con¬ 
sider something carefully in all its details 


thirty 

think up /,0ir)k 'Ap/ verb to invent a plan 
or new idea 

thinly /'0inli/ adv not thickly 

thinning /'Oinir)/ adj which is getting 

thinner 

(?) third /03id/ adj referring to three o She 
came third in the race. O The cake shop is the 
third shop on the right. O It will be her third 
birthday next Friday. O Her birthday is on 
the third of March or March the third (March 
3rd). □ the third century the period from 
200 to 299 A.D. ■ noun one part out of three 
equal parts O A third of the airline’s planes 
are jumbos. O Two-thirds of the staff are 
part-timers. 

thirdly /'03idli/ adv as the third item on a 
list. Compare firstly, secondly 
third party /,03id 'paiti/ noun any person 
other than the two main parties involved in a 
contract or a civil case 

third person /03id 'p3:s(3)n/ noun □ in 
the third person from the point of view of 
someone other than the speaker or the person 
being spoken to, using the pronouns ’he’, 
’she’, ’it’ or ’they’ O This novel is written in 
the third person. 

third-rate /,03id 'reit/ adj quite bad. Com¬ 
pare first-rate, second-rate 

Third World /,03 :d 'w3ild/ noun the coun¬ 
tries of Africa, Asia and South America 
which do not have highly developed indus¬ 
tries and where people are generally poor 
thirst /03ist/ noun 1 . a feeling of wanting to 
drink O Digging the garden has given me 
such a thirst! O They ran to the mountain 
stream to quench their thirst. 2. a feeling of 
wanting something O He studied at night to 
satisfy his thirst for knowledge. ■ verb □ to 
thirst after or for something to want some¬ 
thing strongly (formal) o He thirsts after 
excitement. 

® thirsty /'03isti/ adj feeling that you want 
to drink O It’s so hot here that it makes me 
thirsty. □ are you thirsty? would you like a 
drink? □ to be thirsty work to require hard 
work which makes you thirsty O Moving all 
this furniture is thirsty work. 

(D thirteen /,03I'tiin/ noun the number 13 
O He’s only thirteen (years old), but he can 
drive a car. O She ’ll be thirteen next Mon¬ 
day. □ the thirteen hundreds (1300s) the 
period from 1300 to 1399 
thirteenth /03i'ti:n0/ adj, noun referring to 
13 O The thirteenth of September or Septem¬ 
ber the thirteenth (September 13th). O It’s 
her thirteenth birthday on Monday. □ Friday 
the thirteenth (Friday 13th) day which 
many people think is unlucky □ the thir¬ 
teenth century the period from 1200 to 1299 
(D thirty /'03iti/ noun the number 30 O He’s 
thirty (years old). O She must have more than 
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thirty pairs of shoes. □ they are both in 
their thirties they are both aged between 30 
and 39 years old □ the (nineteen-) thirties 
(1930s) the period from 1930 to 1939 
(D this /dis/ adj, pron used to show some¬ 
thing which is nearer or in the present, in 
contrast to something else O This is the shop 
I was telling you about. O Iprefer these ear¬ 
rings to those ones. O I saw him on the train 
this morning. O My mother is coming for tea 
this afternoon. O I expect to hear from him 
this week. (NOTE: The plural is these.) ■ adv 
so much O I knew you were going to be late, 
but I didn ’t expect you to be this late. 
thistle /'0is(9)l/ noun a large wild plant 
with prickly leaves and purple flowers 
THNQ abbr thank you 
thong /0Dr)/ noun a rubber sandal held on 
by a strap between the toes. Also called flip 
flop 

<S> thorn /0o:n/ noun 1. a sharp spine on a 
prickly plant O Most roses have thorns. 2. □ 
a thorn in someone’s flesh a constant an¬ 
noyance to someone O She’s been a thorn in 
the management’s flesh ever since she joined 
the company. 

thorny /'0o:ni/ adj 1. covered with thorns o 
We planted thorny bushes round the garden 
to deter burglars. 2. (of a problem) difficult 
to solve O Trying to solve the thorny racial 
problems in some East European countries is 
very difficult. (NOTE: thornier - thorniest) 

(D thorough /'0Aro/ adj 1. careful and de¬ 
tailed O The police have carried out a thor¬ 
ough search of the woods. 2. total O They 
made a thorough mess of it. O It was a thor¬ 
ough waste of time. 3. careful and accurate O 
He is very thorough in his work. 
thoroughbred /'0Arobred/ noun a horse 
of high quality whose parents and other rela¬ 
tives are all known 

thoroughfare /'OArofeo/ noun a main 
road through a town, usually where there is a 
lot of traffic □ ’no thoroughfare’ a sign 
showing that the public cannot use a certain 
road O I hadn ’t seen the ‘no thoroughfare ’ 
sign and found myself in the garden of the 
town hall. 

thoroughgoing /.OAro'gouir)/ adj com¬ 
plete and careful 

thoroughly /'0Aroli/ adv 1. in a complete 
and careful way O We searched the garden 
thoroughly but couldn ’t find his red ball. 2. 
totally O I’m thoroughly fed up with the 
whole business. 

® those /douz/ 1 > that 
<D though /dou/ adv, conj 1. in spite of the 
fact (that) O Though tired, she still kept on 
running. O We don’t employ a computer pro¬ 
grammer, though many companies do. □ odd 
though it may seem although it may seem 


odd □ even though in spite of the fact that O 
He didn’t wear a coat, even though it was 
snowing. 2. □ as though as if O His voice 
sounded strange over the telephone, as 
though he was standing in a cave. O That 
shirt doesn't look as though it has been 
ironed. O It looks as though there is no one 
in. 3. but O It is unlikely though possible. 

(D thought /0o:t/ noun 1. an idea which you 
have when thinking O He had an awful 
thought - suppose they had left the bathroom 
taps running? 2. the process of thinking O He 
sat deep in thought by the window. □ after 
much thought after thinking a lot about 
something 3. an opinion O He expressed his 
thoughts on the subject in a letter to the 
newspaper. 4. □ to have second thoughts 
about something to change your mind about 
something O I think she’s beginning to have 
second thoughts about accepting the job. □ 
on second thoughts having thought about it 
again O I asked for coffee, but on second 
thoughts I think I’ll have tea. ■ verb (> think 
thoughtful /'0o:tf(o)l/ adj 1. thinking 
deeply O He looked thoughtful, and I won¬ 
dered if there was something wrong. 2. being 
sensitive to what other people want O It was 
very thoughtful of you to come to see me in 
hospital. 

thoughtfully /'0o:tf(9)li/ adv in a consid¬ 
erate way 

thoughtless /'Ooitlos/ adj without think¬ 
ing about other people 

thoughtlessly /'Ooitlosli/ adv in a 
thoughtless way 

(D thousand /'0auz(o)nd/ noun the number 
1,000 O We paid two hundred thousand 
pounds for the house (£200,000). O Thou¬ 
sands of people had their holidays spoilt by 
the storm. □ thousands of a large number of 
(informal) o Thousands of people lost money 
in the scheme. 

thousandth /'0auz(9)nd0/ adj referring to 
1,000 ■ noun one part out of a thousand 
thrash /OraeJV verb 1. to beat someone se¬ 
verely O His father caught him stealing and 
thrashed him. 2. to beat another team deci¬ 
sively O Our team thrashed the visitors 7-0. 
thrashing /'Oraejir)/ noun 1. a severe beat¬ 
ing 2. an easy defeat in a game 
thrash out /,0raej 'aut/ verb 1. to try to hit 
wildly in all directions O He thrashed out at 
the youths with his stick. 2. to discuss some¬ 
thing until a solution is found O We sat down 
with the management and thrashed out a 
compromise. O They spent all day thrashing 
out a solution to the problem. 
thread /0red/ noun 1. a long strand of cot¬ 
ton, silk, or other fibre O A spider spins a 
thread to make its web. O Wait a moment, 
there’s a white thread showing on your coat. 
2 . □ to lose the thread of the conversation 
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to miss what the conversation is about 3. a 
ridge going round and round a screw or the 
inside of a nut O It’s difficult to tighten the 
nut because the thread is very worn. ■ verb 

1. to put a piece of cotton through the eye of 
a needle O My eyesight is getting so bad, I 
can’t even thread a needle. 2. to make some¬ 
thing go through a hole O Put the reel on the 
projector and then thread the end of the film 
through this aperture. 3. to put beads on a 
thread O to thread a necklace 4. □ to thread 
your way somewhere to go carefully be¬ 
tween things O She threaded her way 
through the piles of boxes. O We threaded 
our way through the crowds of Christmas 
shoppers. 

threadbare /'Qredbeo/ adj very worn 
© threat /0ret/ noun 1. a warning to some¬ 
one that you are going to do something un¬ 
pleasant, especially if he or she does not do 
what you want O Her former husband had 
been making threats against her and the chil¬ 
dren. O The police took the threat to the 
Prime Minister very seriously. O Do you 
think they will carry out their threat to bomb 
the capital if we don’t surrender? 2. a person 
or thing which may cause harm O Defective 
cars are a threat to other road users. 

© threaten /'0ret(o)n/ verb 1. to warn that 
you are going to do something unpleasant, 
especially if someone doesn’t do what you 
want O She threatened to go to the police. O 
The teacher threatened her with punishment. 

2. to be likely to have a bad effect on some¬ 
thing O The collapse of the stock market 
threatened the stability of the currency. 
threatening /'0retmr)/ adj suggesting that 
something unpleasant will happen 

(D three /0ri:/ noun the number 3 o She’s 
only three (years old), so she can’t read yet. 
O Come and see me at three (o’clock). O 
Three men walked into the bank and pulled 
out guns. (NOTE: three (3) but third (3rd)) 
3-D /,0ri: 'di:/ noun vision in three dimen¬ 
sions ■ adj same as three-dimensional 
three-dimensional /,0ri: dai'menJX^nol/, 
three-D /'0ri:'di:/ adj {of a picture) which 
has depth as well as length and breadth 
three-piece /'0ri: pi:s/ adj with three parts 
three-quarter /0ri: 'kwoito/ adj covering 
three quarters of a whole □ a three-quarter 
length coat a coat which comes to above the 
knee 

© three-quarters /0ri: 'kwoitoz/ plural 
noun three fourths, 75% □ three-quarters of 
an hour forty-five minutes O We had to wait 
an hour and three-quarters. ■ adv 75%, 
three fourths O The bottle was three-quarters 
full. 

threshold /'©rejhould/ noun 1 . a bar 
across the floor of a doorway o She stopped 
at the threshold and looked back into the 


room. 2. a point where something begins O 
She’s on the threshold of a great career in 
teaching. 3. a point at which you start to react 

□ to have a very low boredom threshold to 

get bored easily 

(D threw /0ru:/ 0 throw (note: Do not con¬ 
fuse with through.) 

thrifty /'Orifti/ adj careful with money. Syn¬ 
onym frugal (NOTE: thriftier - thriftiest) 

thrill /0ril/ noun a feeling of great excite¬ 
ment O It gave me a thrill to see you all again 
after so many years. O I experienced the 
thrill of sailing near to a waterfall. Synonym 
adventure ■ verb to make someone very ex¬ 
cited O We were thrilled to get your letter. 
thriller /'0rib/ noun an exciting work of art, 
e.g. a crime novel or a film. Synonym 
whodunit 

thrilling /'0rilir)/ adj which makes you very 
excited. Synonym exciting. Antonym 
boring 

© thrive /0raiv/ verb to grow well and be 
strong O a thriving community 
© throat /0rout/ noun 1. the tube which 
goes from the back of your mouth down the 
inside of your neck O I’ve got a sore throat. 
O She got a fish bone stuck in her throat. □ to 
clear your throat to give a little cough o He 
cleared his throat and started to speak. □ to 
have a lump in your throat to feel unable to 
speak because you are so upset or so happy O 
She had a lump in her throat as she saw her 
little girl dance across the stage. 2. your 
neck, especially the front part O He put his 
hands round her throat and pressed hard. 
throb /0rob/ noun the beating of something, 
e.g. the heart, a drum or a machine O The 
steady throb of the engine could be heard 
somewhere deep down in the ship. ■ verb 1 . 
to beat fast O She stopped running, and stood 
still with her heart throbbing. O The engine 
started to throb more regularly and the great 
ship started to move. 2. to have a pain which 
comes regularly like a heartbeat O When I 
woke up I had a sore throat and my head was 
throbbing. (NOTE: throbbing - throbbed) 
throbbing /'©robig/ adj which comes 
again and again like a heartbeat O The next 
morning he had a throbbing headache. O She 
has a throbbing pain behind her left eye. ■ 
noun a pain which comes again and again 
like a heartbeat O There is a continual throb¬ 
bing in my right ear. 

throes /0rouz/ plural noun □ in the throes 
of something in the middle of something O 
He can’t do anything - he’s in the throes of 
getting a divorce. O The country is in the 
throes of a general election. 
thrombosis /©rom'bousis/ noun blood 
clotting which blocks an artery or vein 
throne /0roun/ noun a chair on which a 
king or queen sits during ceremonies □ to 


throng 

succeed to the throne to become king or 
queen O He succeeded to the throne when his 
grandfather died. □ to give up the throne to 
resign from being king or queen O He gave 
up the throne and retired to live in the 
country. 

throng /Grog/ noun a great crowd of people 
( literary ) o The stars had difficulty making 
their way through the throng of fans outside 
the cinema. Antonym few ■ verb to crowd 
together O The children thronged round the 
TV star. O The shopping precinct was 
thronged with shoppers in the days before 
Christmas. 

throttle /'Grotl/ noun a valve on a pipe in 
an engine, which allows variable quantities 
of fuel to pass into an engine O He had to re¬ 
tire from the race when his throttle jammed. 
□ to open up the throttle to make the engine 
go faster O Open the throttle right up and 
let’s see how fast the boat can go. □ at full 
throttle as fast as possible o He had the en¬ 
gine going at full throttle. ■ verb to strangle 
someone by squeezing the neck, and prevent¬ 
ing him or her breathing O I could throttle 
him sometimes when he gives me that sort of 
answer. 

<D through /Gru:/ prep 1. across the inside 
of something; going in at one side and com¬ 
ing out of the other O The bullet went straight 
through the door. O She looked through the 
open door. O Cold air is coming in through 
the hole in the wall. O The street goes 
straight through the centre of the town. O She 
pushed the needle through the ball of wool. 
2. during a period of time O They insisted on 
talking all through the film. O Snow accumu¬ 
lated through the winter. 3. by O We sent the 
parcel through the ordinary mail. O We 
heard of his wedding through the newspaper. 

4. caused by O We marked him as absent 
through illness. O We missed the deadline 
through her forgetting to mark it in her diary. 

5. US up to and including □ Monday 
through Friday from Monday to Friday in¬ 
clusive ■ adv 1. going in at one side and 
coming out of the other side o Someone left 
the gate open and all the sheep got through. 
2. speaking by telephone O I can’t get 
through to New York. O Can you put me 
through to Simon? 3. □ to see something 
through to make sure that something is fin¬ 
ished ■ adj 1. not stopping □ through traffic 
traffic which is going through a town and 
doesn’t stop O Through traffic is being di¬ 
verted to the bypass. 2. □ through with 
something finished using something, not 
wanting something any more O Are you 
through with the newspaper? O She’s 
through with her boyfriend. 

(D throughout /Gru'aut/ prep, adv every¬ 
where, all through O Throughout the country 


throw up 

floods are causing problems on the roads. O 
Heavy snow fell throughout the night. 
throughput /'Gruiput/ noun an amount of 
work done or goods produced during a cer¬ 
tain period 

throughway /'Gruiwei/ noun US b 

thruway 

CD throw /Grou/ verb 1. to send something 
through the air O How far can he throw a 
cricket ball? O They were throwing stones 
through car windows. O She threw the letter 
into the wastepaper basket. O He was thrown 
into the air by the blast from the bomb. 2. □ 
to throw a party to organise a party o They 
threw a reception for the prize winners. 3. to 
shock someone O At first, what the boss said 
threw me. 4. to make a clay pot on a wheel 
(NOTE: throwing - threw /Gru:/ - has 
thrown /Groun/) ■ noun 1 . the act of throw¬ 
ing O Her javelin throw beat the world re¬ 
cord. O He hurt his back after a throw from 
his horse. 2. □ only a stone’s throw from a 
place very near a place O The hotel is only a 
stone’s throw from the beach. 3. a piece of 
material which you put over a chair or use as 
a carpet O She gave me a piece of old Chi¬ 
nese silk as a throw to cover the sofa. 
throw away /.Grou o'wei/ verb to get rid 
of something which you don’t need any more 
throwback /'Grou.bask/ noun a person or 
thing that seems to belong to a time in the 
past 

throw in /.Grou 'in / verb to add something 
extra as a bargain O When we bought our new 
oven, they threw in a set of saucepans as a 
free gift. 

throw-in /'9rsu in/ noun (in football) the 
act of throwing the ball back into play from 
the touchline 

(D thrown /Groun/ b throw (note: Do not 
confuse with throne.) 

throw off /.Grou 'of/ verb 1. to remove 
something quickly O She threw off the bed¬ 
clothes and ran out of the room. 2. to recover 
from an illness O She’s had a cough for sev¬ 
eral days, and can’t throw it off. 
throw out /,0rou 'aut/ verb 1. to push 
someone outside O When they started to 
fight, they were thrown out of the restaurant. 

2. to get rid of something which you don’t 
need O I’m throwing out this old office desk. 

3. to refuse to accept something O The pro¬ 
posal was thrown out by the planning 
committee. 

throw up /,Grou 'Ap/ verb 1. to be sick, to 
bring up partly digested food from the stom¬ 
ach into the mouth ( informal ) o The cat 
threw up all over the sofa. 2. to give up 
something O She’s thrown up her job and 
gone to live in Australia. 3. □ to throw up 
your arms to lift your arms rapidly O She 
threw her arms up in horror. 
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thru /0ru:/ prep, adv, adj US same as 

through 

thrush /01 'aJ/ noun a common brown bird 
with brown spots on its light-coloured breast 
(NOTE: The plural is thrushes.) 
thrust /0rAst/ noun 1. a force which pushes 
someone or something O The thrust of the en¬ 
gines pushed him back in his seat. 2. the act 
of pushing something O He was killed with a 
thrust of his opponent's sword. ■ verb 1 . to 
push something somewhere suddenly and 
hard O He thrust the newspaper into his 
pocket. O She thrust the documents into her 
briefcase. 2. □ to thrust yourself on some¬ 
one to force someone to accept you as a guest 
or companion ( formal) 

thruway /'9ru:wei/ noun US a fast main 
road (NOTE: also spelt throughway) 
thud /0Ad/ noun a dull, heavy noise O His 
head hit the ground with a sickening thud. O 
They could hear the thud of gunfire in the 
distance. ■ verb to make a dull noise o A 
stone thudded into the wall behind him. 
(NOTE: thudding - thudded) 
thug /0Ag/ noun a violent person 
@ thumb /0Am/ noun 1. a short thick digit 
which is slightly apart from the other four 
fingers on each hand O The baby was sucking 
its thumb. O How she cried when she hit her 
thumb with the hammer! 2. □ my fingers are 
all thumbs I am awkward when trying to do 
something with my hands O Can you help me 
untie this knot, my fingers are all thumbs! ■ 
verb □ to thumb a lift to ask a car driver or 
lorry driver to take you as a passenger, usu¬ 
ally by signalling with the thumb while hold¬ 
ing a sign with your destination written on it 
O Her car broke down and she thumbed a lift 
from a passing motorist. 
thumbnail /'0Am,neil/ noun the nail on 
your thumb 

thumbnail sketch /,0Amneil 'sketJV 
noun a little drawing or description of some¬ 
thing or someone, giving just a few details 
thumbs down /,0Ams 'daun/ noun a ges¬ 
ture to show you disapprove 
thumbs up /,0Ams 'Ap/ noun a gesture to 
show that you approve or that things are all 
right 

thumbtack /'0Amtaek/ noun US a pin with 
a large flat head, used for pinning papers to a 
wall or a surface (NOTE: The British term is 

drawing pin.) 

<D thump /0Amp/ noun 1. a dull noise O 
There was a thump from upstairs as if some¬ 
one had fallen out of bed. 2. a punch, a heavy 
blow with the fist O She was so annoyed she 
gave him a good thump on the arm. ■ verb 1 . 
to hit someone hard with your fist O He 
rushed up to the policeman and started 
thumping him on the chest. O She thumped 
him on the back when he choked. 2. to make 


a dull noise o How can we possibly get to 
sleep with the music thumping away next 
door? O I was very frightened and I could 
feel my heart thumping furiously. 
thumping /'0Ampir)/ adj very large (infor¬ 
mal) 

thunder /'0Ando/ noun 1. a loud noise in 
the air following a flash of lightning O a 
tropical storm accompanied by thunder and 
lightning O He was woken by the sound of 
thunder. 2. a loud noise O the thunder of 
horses’ hooves on the paving stones O He 
took his bow to a thunder of applause. □ to 
steal someone’s thunder to spoil what 
someone is planning to do by doing it first, 
and so getting applauded for it ( informal) ■ 
verb 1 . to make a loud noise in the air follow¬ 
ing lightning O It thundered during the night. 
2. to make a loud rumbling noise O Lorries 
thundered past on the motorway all night. 3. 
to speak in a very loud voice O ‘Shut up, ’ he 
thundered to the little boy in the back row. 
thunderbolt /'©Andoboult/ noun 1. a flash 
of lightning and thunder 2. a sudden unpleas¬ 
ant surprise 

thunderclap /'0Andoklasp/ noun a sudden 
loud noise made by thunder 
thundercloud /'0Andoklaud/ noun a large 
black cloud which brings rain and a 
thunderstonn 

thunderous /'0And(9)r9s/ adj making a 
very loud noise, often of applause. Synonym 

deafening 

thunderstorm /'0And9stoim/ noun a 
storm with rain, thunder and lightning 
thunderstruck /'0AndostrAk/ adj very 
surprised. Synonym incredulous 
thundery /'0Andori/ adj (of weather) when 
thunder is likely 
Thurs. abbr Thursday 
(D Thursday /'03:zdei/ noun the day be¬ 
tween Wednesday and Friday, the fourth day 
of the week o Last Thursday was Christmas 
Day. O Shall we arrange to meet next Thurs¬ 
day? O Today is Thursday, April 14th. O The 
club meets on Thursdays or every Thursday. 
O The 15th is a Wednesday, so the 16th must 
be a Thursday. 

<D thus Id as/ adv 1. in this way o The two 
pieces fit together thus. O She is only fifteen, 
and thus cannot vote. 2. as a result O She is 
only fifteen, and thus is not eligible for the 
over-sixteens competition. 
thwart /0woit/ verb to prevent someone do¬ 
ing something O He was thwarted by the po¬ 
lice in his attempt to get into the building. O 
His career move was thwarted by the new 
manager. Synonym frustrate. Antonym aid 
■ noun a seat across a rowing boat, for a 
rower to sit on O They sat side-by-side on the 
thwart and each took an oar. 


thyme 

thyme /taim/ noun a common herb used as 
flavouring 

tiara /ti'cnrs/ noun a small jewelled crown 
tibia /'tibia/ noun one of the two large 
bones between your knee and ankle 
tic /tik/ noun a twitch of the muscles, usu¬ 
ally in the face, which cannot be controlled. 
Synonym twitch 

tick /tik/ noun 1. a sound made every sec¬ 
ond by a clock O The only sound we could 
hear in the room was the tick of the grandfa¬ 
ther clock. 2. a mark written to show that 
something is correct O Put a tick in the box 
marked ‘R ’. (NOTE: The US term is check.) 
3. a short moment ( informal ) o Wait a tick, 
my shoelace has come undone. O Wait there, 
I’ll be with you in a tick. 4. credit ( informal ) 
O All the furniture in the house was bought 
on tick. 5. a small insect which lives on the 
skin and sucks blood O Sheep can be affected 
by ticks. ■ verb 1. to mark something with a 
tick to show that you approve O Tick the box 
marked R ’ if you require a receipt. (NOTE: 
The US term is check.) 2. to make a regular 
little noise like a clock O All you could hear 
was the clock ticking in the corner of the li¬ 
brary. O Watch out! That parcel’s ticking! □ 
what makes someone tick the thing that is 
the reason for what someone does ( informal ) 
O I’ve been trying to find out what makes her 
tick. 

(D ticket /'tikit/ noun 1. a piece of paper or 
card which allows you to travel O They won’t 
let you get onto Eurostar without a ticket. O 
We’ve lost our plane tickets - how can we get 
to Chicago ? 2. a piece of paper which allows 
you to go into a place, e.g. a cinema or an ex¬ 
hibition O Can I have three tickets for the 
8.30 show please? O We tried several thea¬ 
tres but there were no tickets left anywhere. 
3. a label, a piece of paper which shows 
something O Keep the ticket in case you want 
to change the trousers later. 4. US a party’s 
list of candidates for election to political of¬ 
fice O He ran for governor on the Republican 
ticket. 

ticket collector /'tikit ko.lekto/ noun an 
official who takes tickets from passengers on 
a train 

ticket tout /'tikit ,taut/ noun a person 
who sells tickets at high prices to people in 
the street 

tickle /'tik(o)l/ noun an irritated spot which 
makes you cough O I’ve got a nasty tickle in 
my throat. ■ verb to touch someone in a sen¬ 
sitive part of the body in order to make him 
or her laugh O She tickled his toes and made 
him laugh. 

ticklish /'tikliJV adj 1. easily tickled o 
She’s very ticklish, you’ve just got to wave 
your finger at her and she starts to giggle. 2. 


tie 

tricky, not easy to deal with O We’re in 
rather a ticklish situation. 
tick off /,tik 'Df/ verb 1. to mark something 
with a tick O She ticked off the names on the 
list. 2 . □ to tick someone off to say that you 
are annoyed with someone ( informal) o The 
policeman ticked them off for running across 
the road in front of a bus. 
tick over /,tik 'ouvo/ verb □ to be ticking 
over to go on working in the usual way o 
Make sure the office keeps ticking over while 
the boss is on holiday. 

tick-tack-toe /,tik task 'tou/, tic-tac-toe 

noun US a game where each player puts ei¬ 
ther a zero or a cross on a grid, the first to get 
three in a row being the winner (NOTE: The 
British term is noughts and crosses.) 
tidal /'taid(o)l/ adj referring to the tide o 
The river below the lock is tidal. □ a tidal 
stretch of a river a part of a river near its 
mouth where the movement of the tides is 
noticeable O The tidal stretch of the Thames 
reaches over 40 miles from the sea to 
Teddington Lock. 

tidal wave /'taid(o)l weiv/ noun a huge 
wave in the sea, caused by an underwater 
earthquake and not by the tide. Also called 

tsunami 

tidbit /'tidbit/ noun US same as titbit 
tiddly-winks /'tidli wirjks/ noun a game 
where small discs have to be flicked into a 
little cup 

tide /taid/ noun 1. the regular rising and 
falling movement of the sea O The tide came 
in and cut off the children on the rocks. O 
The tide is out - we can walk across the sand. 
□ the tide has turned the tide has started to 
go up or down 2. □ the tide of public opin¬ 
ion the general trend of feeling among the 
public ■ verb □ to tide someone over to help 
someone get through a difficult period by 
lending money O Can you lend me £50 to 
tide me over until pay day? 
tidily /'taidili/ adv in a tidy way 
tidiness /'taidinos/ noun the fact of being 
tidy. Synonym neatness 
©tidy /'taidi/ adj 1. neat, in order O I want 
your room to be completely tidy before you 
go out. O She put her clothes in a tidy pile. 
Antonym untidy 2. quite a large amount or 
sum O When he dies his children will inherit 
a tidy sum. (NOTE: tidier - tidiest) ■ verb □ 
to tidy up to make everything completely 
tidy O Mother asked us to help her tidy up af¬ 
ter the party. 

(D tie /tai/ noun 1. a long piece of coloured 
cloth which men wear round their necks un¬ 
der the collar of their shirts O He’s wearing a 
blue tie with red stripes. O They won’t let you 
into the restaurant if you haven’t got a tie on. 
2. a result in a competition or election where 
both sides have the same score O The result 
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was a tie and the vote had to be taken again. 
□ there was a tie for second place two peo¬ 
ple were equal second 3. a thing which pre¬ 
vents you from doing what you want to do O 
The big house has become something of a tie 
to my parents. ■ verb 1. to attach something 
with string, rope or twine O The parcel was 
tied with a little piece of string. O He tied his 
horse to the post. O The burglars tied his 
hands behind his back. 2. to have the same 
score as another team in a competition O 
They tied for second place. 3. to make a knot 
O He tied a knot in his handkerchief to re¬ 
mind him.( NOTE: tying - tied) 
tiebreaker /'tai.breiko/ noun a way of de¬ 
ciding the winner of a game or a competition, 
e.g. by asking an extra question 
tie down /,tai 'daun/ verb 1. to attach 
something to the floor, to the ground, etc. 2. 
to make someone accept certain conditions 
tie-in /'tai in/ noun something such as a 
book which is brought out in connection with 
a successful film or television programme 
tier /tis/ noun 1. one of a series of steps, 
usually a row of seats in a theatre O They sat 
on the topmost tier of seats. 2. □ a wedding 
cake with two tiers a cake made of two sep¬ 
arate cakes balanced one on top of the other 
O They ordered a four-tiered wedding cake. 
tie up /,tai 'Ap/ verb 1. to put string or rope 
round something O The parcel was tied up 
with thick string. O You should tie that dog 
up or it will bite someone. 2. □ to be tied up 
to be busy O I’m rather tied up at the moment 
- can we try to meet next week some time? 3. 
to buy something, so that the money is not 
available for other purposes O All his fortune 
is tied up in property. 

tiff /tif/ noun a small argument or quarrel 
(informal). Synonym quarrel 
tiger /'taiga/ noun a large wild animal of 
the cat family living mainly in India and 
China; it is yellow in colour, with black 
stripes (NOTE: The female is a tigress.) 

@ tight /tait/ adj 1. fitting too closely O 
These shoes hurt - they’re too tight. 2. 
packed close together □ a tight fit a situation 
where there is not enough space to fit o We 
can get one more person into the taxi but it 
will be a tight fit. □ a tight schedule a sched¬ 
ule where many meetings are very close to¬ 
gether O The doctor has a very tight schedule 
today and cannot fit in any more appoint¬ 
ments. 3. □ money is tight there is not very 
much money available 4. holding firmly O 
Keep a tight hold of the bag, we don’t want it 
stolen. 5. drunk ( informal, dated) o He got 
rather tight at the Christmas party. (NOTE: 
tighter - tightest) ■ adv 1. firmly and se¬ 
curely O Make sure the windows are shut 
tight. O The chair was pushed tight against 
the wall. 2 . □ to hold tight to hold something 


firmly O Hold tight - we ’re about to take off. 
□ to sit tight to stay where you are ( informal) 
O Sit tight, and someone will come to help 
you. 

tighten /'tait(o)n/ verb to make tight or be¬ 
come tight. Antonym loosen □ to tighten 
your belt to be ready to spend less o The 
government warned that we must tighten our 
belts. 

tighten up on /,tait(»n 'Ap on/ verb to 
control something more carefully 
tight-fisted /,tait 'fistid/ adj miserly, not 
wanting to spend money 
tightfitting /.tait'fitirj/ adj which fits the 
body tightly 

tight-knit /tait nit/ adj (of a group of peo¬ 
ple) who are good friends together 
tight-lipped /tait 'lipt/ adj not prepared to 
comment on a subject 
(D tightly /'taitli/ adv in a tight way 
tightrope /'taitraup/ noun a rope stretched 
between two poles on which someone can 
walk or perform tricks O to walk a tight¬ 
rope 1 . to walk on a tightrope 2. to go care¬ 
fully in a difficult situation O The 
government has to walk a tightrope between 
pleasing the unions and pleasing the 
employer. 

tights /taits/ plural noun a piece of clothing 
made of thin material, covering your hips, 
and your legs and feet separately, worn espe¬ 
cially by girls, women and dancers O Look - 
you’ve got a hole in your tights! (NOTE: no 
singular: for one item say ‘a pair of tights’. 
The US term is panty hose.) 
tigress /'taigrss/ noun a female tiger 
(NOTE: The plural is tigresses.) 
tikka /'tiika/ noun a type of Indian cooking 
done in a hot clay oven with red curry sauce 
tile /tail/ noun 1 . a flat piece of baked clay 
used as a covering for floors, walls or roofs O 
The floor is covered with red tiles. O We are 
putting white tiles on the bathroom walls. 2. 
a similar piece of another kind of material 
used to cover floors or walls O They put cork 
tiles on the walls. ■ verb to cover the surface 
of a roof, a floor or a wall with tiles O a 
white-tiled bathroom O They have tiled the 
kitchen with red floor tiles. 

(D till /til/ prep, conj until, up to the time 
when O I don’t expect him to be home till af¬ 
ter nine o ’clock. O They worked from morn¬ 
ing till night to finish the job. O We worked 
till the sun went down. ■ noun a drawer for 
keeping cash in a shop O There was not much 
money in the till at the end of the day. Syn¬ 
onym cash register ■ verb to plough and 
cultivate soil, to make it ready for growing 
crops O In some parts of the world farmers 
are still using oxen to till the land. 
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tiller /'tils/ noun a handle which is attached 
to a rudder and so steers a boat 
tilt /tilt/ noun 1. a sloping or slanting posi¬ 
tion O The table has a noticeable tilt. 2. □ 
(at) full tilt at full speed O He was going full 
tilt when he tripped over. O The car ran full 
tilt into a lamppost. ■ verb 1. to slope o The 
shelf is tilting to the right. O You ’ll have to 
change places - the boat is tilting. 2. to put 
something in a sloping position O He tilted 
the barrel over to get the last drops of beer 
out. 

(D timber /'timbo/ noun wood cut ready for 
building O These trees are being grown to 
provide timber for houses. (NOTE: no plural: 
for one item say a piece of timber. The US 
term is lumber.) 

timbre /'taembs/ noun the quality of the 
sound of something, e.g. a voice or a musical 
instrument 

(D time /taim/ noun 1. a particular point in 
the day shown in hours and minutes O What 
time is it or what’s the time? O Can you tell 
me the time please? O The time is exactly 
four thirty. O Departure times are delayed by 
up to fifteen minutes because of the volume of 
traffic. □ to tell the time to read the time on a 
clock or watch O She’s only three so she 
can’t tell the time yet. 2. the hour at which 
something usually happens O The closing 
time for the office is 5.30. O It’s must be 
nearly time for dinner - I’m hungry. O Is it 
time for the children to go to bed? 3. an 
amount of hours, days, weeks, months or 
years O There’s no need to hurry - we’ve got 
plenty of time. O Do you have time for a cup 
of coffee? O He spent all that time watching 
the TV. O If the fire alarm rings, don’t waste 
time putting clothes on - run out of the hotel 
fast. 4. a certain period O We haven’t been to 
France for a long time. O We had a letter 
from my mother a short time ago. □ in ... 
time after a particular period from now O 
We ’re going on holiday in four weeks ’ time. 

□ to take time to need a certain amount of 
time O It didn’t take you much time to get 
dressed. O Don’t hurry me, I like to take my 
time. □ there’s no time to be lost we must 
hurry □ to make up for lost time to do 
things rapidly because time has been wasted 

□ your time’s up the amount of time allo¬ 
cated to you is over O Bring back your boat, 
your time’s up. □ to do time to serve a prison 
sentence ( informal ) o He’s doing time for 
theft. 5. the system of hours on the clock 6. a 
particular moment when something happens 
O They didn’t hear anything as they were 
asleep at the time. O By the time the ambu¬ 
lance arrived the man had died. O You can’t 
do two things at the same time. □ for the 
time being temporarily O For the time being 
I’m staying at my mother’s while I’m waiting 


for my flat to be redecorated. □ at times on 
some occasions O At times I think he’s quite 
mad. □ at all times always O Passengers 
should keep hold of their baggage at all 
times. □ next time the following moment 
when something happens O Next time, try to 
be nice to your mother, t sometimes 7. a 
period when things are pleasant or bad O Ev¬ 
eryone had a good time at the party. O We 
had an awful time on holiday - the hotel was 
dreadful, and it rained solidly for ten days. 8. 
one of several moments or periods when 
something happens O I’ve seen that James 
Bond film on TVfour times already. O That’s 
the last time I’ll ask them to play cards. O 
Next time you come, bring your swimming 
things. □ time after time, time and again re¬ 
peatedly, again and again O I’ve told her time 
after time not to do it. 9. □ times multiplied 
by O Six times twenty is one hundred and 
twenty. O This book is three times as expen¬ 
sive as that one. O She’s a hundred times 
more efficient than the old secretary. 10. the 
rhythm of a piece of music O It’s difficult 
keeping time in a modern piece like this. O 
He tapped his foot in time to the music. ■ 
verb 1 . to count something in hours, minutes 
and seconds O I timed him as he ran round 
the track. O Don’t forget to time the eggs - 
they have to cook for only three minutes. 2. to 
choose the right moment O She timed her 
holiday right - it was the hottest week of the 
year. 

time bomb /'taim bom/ noun 1. a bomb 
with a clock attached, which can be set to ex¬ 
plode at a certain time O They said that they 
had left a time bomb in the railway station. 2. 
a difficult situation which will happen in the 
future O The rapid increase in the world’s 
population is a time bomb for future 
governments. 

time-consuming /'taim kon.sjuimiq/ 
adj which takes a lot of time to do 
time difference /'taim ,dif(9)r9ns/ noun 
the difference in time between one time zone 
and another 

time frame /'taim freim/ noun the period 
of time during which something should take 
place 

timeless /'taimlas/ adj which is not af¬ 
fected by time. Synonym eternal. Antonym 
ephemeral 

time limit /'taim .limit/ noun a point in 
time by which something should be done 
timely /'taimli/ adj which happens at the 
right moment. Synonym opportune 
time off /taim 'of/ noun time away from 
work or school 

time out /,taim 'aut/ noun □ to take time 
out from something to take a rest from some 
activity O She took time out from her work to 
come and say hello to the visitors. 


timepiece 

timepiece /'taimpiis/ noun a watch or 
clock (old) 

timer /'taimo/ noun 1 . a device which times 
things O The timer buzzed to show that the 
five minutes were up. 2. a time-switch O I set 
the timer so that the oven came on at six 
o ’clock. O Don’t forget to change the central 
heating timer when the clocks are put back. O 
The police found explosives and timers in the 
garage. 

timescale /'taimskeil/ noun the period of 
time during which something should be 
completed 

timeshare /'taimjeo/ noun a property 
which you own together with other people, 
each having the right to use it for a period 
each year 

time-sharing /'taim Jeorirj/ noun 1. 
owning a property together with other peo¬ 
ple, with the right to use it for a period each 
year 2. sharing a computer system with dif¬ 
ferent users using different terminals t 
timeshare 

time-switch /'taim switJV noun a switch 
which can be set to do something, e.g. switch 
electricity on or off, start a machine or switch 
off a light, at a particular time 
timetable /'taimteib(o)l/ noun a printed 
list which shows the times of something, e.g. 
classes in school or trains leaving O We have 
two English lessons on the timetable today. O 
According to the timetable, there should be a 
train to London at 10.22. ■ verb to schedule, 
to arrange the times for something O You are 
timetabled to speak at 4.30. 
time trial /'taim .traiol/ noun the act of 
testing competitors by timing each one over a 
track, especially in car and bicycle races 
time zone /'taim zoun/ noun one of 24 
areas in the world in which the same standard 
time is used 

timid /'timid/ adj afraid to do something. 
Antonym bold 

timidity /ti'miditi/ noun the fact of being 
timid. Antonym boldness 
timidly /'timid(o)li/ adv in a timid way 
timing /'taimir)/ noun the act of arranging 
the time at which something happens 
timpani /'timpani/ noun a set of kettle¬ 
drums in an orchestra 

(D tin /tin/ noun 1 . a silver-coloured soft 
metal O Bronze is a mixture of copper and 
tin. O There have been tin mines in Cornwall 
since Roman times. 2. a metal container in 
which food or another substance is sold and 
can be kept for a long time O I’m lazy - I’ll 
just open a tin of soup. O She bought three 
tins of cat food. O We’ll need three tins of 
white paint for the ceiling. (NOTE: in British 
English also called can, especially for 
drinks. The US term is can.) 3. any metal 


tint 

box O Keep the biscuits in a tin or they ’ll go 
soft. O She puts her spare coins into a tin by 
the telephone. 

tin can /tin 'kaen/ noun a round metal box 
in which food or drink is sold and can be kept 
for a long time 

tinfoil /'tinfoil/ noun a thin sheet of alu¬ 
minium, used to cover food 
tinge /tind3/ noun a slight colour or feeling 
of something O She has blonde hair with 
tinges of red. O The fabric is red with a blue 
tinge. O There was a slight tinge of sadness 
in the air as they left the house for the last 
time. Synonym hint ■ verb to give a slight 
colour or taste to something O The setting 
sun tinged everything orange. O Her 
mother’s ill health tinged her last trip home 
with sadness. Synonym tint 
tinged /tind3d/ adj □ tinged with with a 
little of O She said goodbye in a voice tinged 
with sadness. O A yellow-peach tinged with 
pink. 

tingle /'tirjgol/ noun a sharp prickling feel¬ 
ing O It didn’t hurt, I just felt a tingle in my 
leg. O We felt a tingle of excitement as we 
queued for the roller coaster. ■ verb 1. to 
have a sharp prickling feeling O Are your 
fingers tingling? ’ asked the doctor. O It will 
tingle when I put the antiseptic on your cut. 
2. □ to tingle with excitement to be very ex¬ 
cited O The children are tingling with excite¬ 
ment as Christmas approaches. 
tinker /'tirjko/ verb □ to tinker with some¬ 
thing to try to make something work better, 
but not very successfully O He spent Satur¬ 
day morning tinkering with his car. O The 
government are just tinkering with the econ¬ 
omy when they should be taking strong ac¬ 
tion. ■ noun a mender of saucepans who 
travels from place to place (old) 
tinkle /'tipkol/ noun 1 . a noise like the ring¬ 
ing of a little bell O the gentle tinkle of cow 
bells on alpine pastures 2. a telephone call 
(informal) o I’ll give you a tinkle when we’ve 
sorted out the details. ■ verb to make a little 
ringing noise O The little bell tinkled as she 
went into the shop. 

tinned /tind/ adj preserved and sold in a tin 
tin opener /'tin ,9up(3)n3/ noun a device 
for opening tins of food (NOTE: The US term 

is can opener.) 

tinsel /'tinsol/ noun thin strips of glittering 
metal used as Christmas decorations (NOTE: 
no plural) 

tint /tint/ noun 1. a slight shade of colour o 
A rosy tint in the eastern sky was the first 
sign of dawn. O Do you prefer this blue with 
a tint of grey in it? 2. a dye used to colour 
your hair O Her hair is such a dull colour - 
she should put a tint in it. ■ verb to give 
something a slight shade of colour O tinted 
glass O Windows of aircraft are tinted to re- 
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tiny 

(luce the glare from the sun. O He was wear¬ 
ing tinted spectacles. O How much would it 
cost to have my hair tinted? Synonym dye 
© tiny /'taini/ adj very small o Can I have 
just a tiny bit more pudding? O The spot is so 
tiny you can hardly see it. o She lives in a 
tiny village in the Welsh mountains. Syn¬ 
onym minute. Antonym enormous (NOTE: 
tinier - tiniest) 

©tip /tip/ noun 1. the end of something 
long O She reads Braille by touching the 
page with the tips of her fingers. O He poked 
the pig with the tip of his walking stick. □ it’s 
on the tip of my tongue I’ll remember it in a 
moment, I’m trying hard to remember it (in¬ 
formal) □ it’s the tip of the iceberg it’s only 
a small obvious part of something bigger and 
usually unpleasant O Those errors in the ac¬ 
counts were just the tip of the iceberg - the 
staff had been stealing money and stock for 
years. 2. money given to someone who has 
provided a service O The taxi driver was an¬ 
noyed because I only gave him a 20p tip. O 
The service hasn’t been very good - should 
we leave a tip for the waiter? O The staff are 
not allowed to accept tips. 3. advice on 
something which could be profitable O He 
gave me a tip about a horse which was likely 
to win. O She gave me a tip about a cheap 
restaurant just round the corner from the ho¬ 
tel. 4. a place where household rubbish is 
taken to be thrown away O I must take these 
bags of rubbish to the tip. 5. a dirty or untidy 
place ( informal ) o Just look at your bedroom 
- it’s a tip! ■ verb 1 . to pour something out o 
He picked up the box and tipped the contents 
out onto the floor. O She tipped all the food 
out of the bag. 2. to give money to someone 
who has helped you O I tipped the waiter £1. 
O Should we tip the driver? 3. to predict that 
something may happen, especially who will 
win O He’s tipped to win the election. O 
Which horse are you tipping in the next race? 
(NOTE: tipping - tipped) 
tip off /,tip 'Df/ verb to warn someone 
about something ( informal ) o We think he 
tipped the burglars off that the police were 
outside. 

tip-off /'tip Df/ noun a piece of useful infor¬ 
mation, given secretly ( informal) 
tip over /,tip 'ouvo/ verb 1 . to lean and fall 
over O The lorty tipped over in the wind. O 
My cup tipped over and all the coffee spilled 
on to the tablecloth. 2. to make something 
lean so that it falls over O The wind was so 
strong that it tipped over the caravan. 
Tipp-Ex /'tip eks/ trademark a white sub¬ 
stance used to blot out mistakes in typing or 
writing 

tipple /'tip(o)l/ noun an alcoholic drink ( in¬ 
formal) ■ verb to drink alcohol regularly 
tipsy /'tipsi/ adj rather drunk 


tiptoe /'tiptou/ noun □ on tiptoe on your 
toes, with your heels in the air O By standing 
on tiptoe he could just see into the window. O 
He crept past the sleeping dog on tiptoe. ■ 
verb to walk quietly on tiptoe o She tiptoed 
into the room and looked at the baby. 
tip up /,tip 'Ap/ verb 1. to lean and fall over 
O The cup tipped up and all the tea went into 
the saucer. 2. to turn something over so that 
the contents fall out O He tipped up the bottle 
to see if there was any tomato sauce left 
inside. 

tirade /tai'reid/ noun a long speech attack¬ 
ing something. Synonym outburst 
tire /'taio/ noun US spelling of tyre ■ verb 
1. to become tired O He is getting old and 
tires easily. 2. to make someone become 
tired O We went for a long cycle ride to tire 
the children out. □ to tire of to lose interest 
in something O The children soon tired of 
playing with their toy soldiers. 

® tired /'taiod/ adj 1. feeling sleepy o I’m 
tired - I think I’ll go to bed. O If you feel 
tired, lie down on my bed. 2. feeling that you 
need rest O We ’re all tired after a long day at 
the office. 3. □ to be (sick and) tired of 
something to be bored and annoyed with 
something, to have had enough of something 
O I’m sick and tired of waiting for the doctor. 
□ to get tired of something to become bored 
with something O They ’re getting tired of al¬ 
ways having to do all the washing up. O 
Can’t we do something else — I’m getting 
tired of visiting museums. 
tired out /.taiod 'aut/ adj feeling very 
sleepy or needing a rest. Synonym ex¬ 
hausted. Antonym energetic 
tireless /'taiolos/ adj full of energy, never 
needing to rest. Antonym weary 
tiresome /'taios(9)m/ adj annoying 
tiring /'taioriij/ adj which makes you tired. 
Synonym exhausting 

® tissue /'tiju:/ noun 1. a soft paper hand¬ 
kerchief O There is a box of tissues beside the 
bed. 2. groups of cells which form an animal 
or plant O animal tissue grown in a labora¬ 
tory O They took a sample of tissue from the 
lung. 

tissue paper /'tiju: ,peipo/ noun thin soft 
paper used for wrapping glass and other deli¬ 
cate objects 

tit /tit/ noun 1 . a type of common small bird, 
usually with blue and yellow or black plum¬ 
age O Several varieties of tit come to our bird 
table to feed. O We haven’t had blue tits in 
the garden for a long time. 2. a woman’s 
breast ( vulgar) 

titan /'tait(o)n/ noun a very large or very 
important person. Synonym giant. Antonym 
nobody 


titanic 
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titanic /tai'tasmk/ adj very large or impor¬ 
tant. Synonym colossal. Antonym 
insignificant 

titanium /tai'teinism/ noun a light grey 
metal which does not rust, used in making 
aircraft and satellites 

titbit /'titbit/ noun a special little piece of 
food or of gossip (NOTE: The US spelling is 

tidbit.) 

titchy /'titji/ ad/very small ( informal) Syn¬ 
onym tiny. Antonym massive 
tit for tat /,tit fo 'taet/ noun the practice of 
paying back a blow with another blow. Syn¬ 
onym retaliation 

titillate /'titileit/ verb to excite someone 
® title /'tait(o)l/ noun 1. the name of some¬ 
thing, e.g. a book, play, painting or film O 
He's almost finished the play but hasn't 
found a title for it yet. 2. a word such as Dr, 
Mr, Professor, Lord, Sir or Lady put in front 
of a name to show an honour or a qualifica¬ 
tion 3. (in sport) the official position of 
champion O What are his chances of retain¬ 
ing the Formula One title for a second year 
running? 4. a right to own a property O He 
holds the title to the property. 
titled /'tait(o)ld/ adj with a title, e.g. Lady 
or Sir, put in front of your name 
title deeds /'tait(9)l diidz/ plural noun a 
document showing who is the owner of a 
property 

title page /'tait(9)l peid 3 / noun a page at 
the beginning of a book, which gives the title, 
the name of the author and the name of the 
publisher 

title role /'tait(9)l roul/ noun the part in a 
play or film which gives the name to the play 
or film 

titter /'tita/ noun a little laugh ■ verb to 
give a little laugh 

T-junction /'tii ,d3Ar)kj9n/ noun a junc¬ 
tion where one road joins another at right 
angles 

TNT abbr trinitrotoluene 
3) to prep /t9, tu, tu:/ 1. showing direction 
or place O They went to the police station. O 
Do you know the way to the beach? O The 
river is to the north of the town. O Everyone 
take one step to the right, please. 2. showing 
a period of time O The office is open from 
9.30 to 5.30, Monday to Friday. O She slept 
from 11.30 to 8.30 the following morning. 3. 
showing time in minutes before an hour O 
Get up - it’s five to seven (6.55). O The train 
leaves at a quarter to eight (7.45). (NOTE: To 
is used for times between the half hour and 
o’clock: 3.35 = twenty-five to four; 3.45 = a 
quarter to four; 3.55 = five minutes to four. 
For times after the hour see past.) 4. show¬ 
ing a person or animal that receives some¬ 
thing O Take the book to the librarian. O 


today 

Pass the salt to your grandfather. O You must 
be kind to cats. 5. showing connection O 
They lost by twelve to nine. O There are four 
keys to the office. O In this class there are 28 
children to one teacher. 6. showing that you 
are comparing O Do you prefer butter to 
margarine? O You can't compare tinned 
pineapple to fresh fruit. ■ used before a verb 
to show purpose O Did you remember to 
switch off the light? O The burglar tried to 
run away. O She agreed to go to work in Aus¬ 
tralia. O They all decided to go home early. 
■ adv ltd, tu, tu:/ □ to come to to become 
conscious again O When he came to, he was 
lying on the floor of the church. 
toad /t9ud/ noun an animal like a large 
frog, which lives mainly on land O Toads 
have to cross the road to get to their pond. 
toadstool /'toudstuil/ noun a small fungus 
shaped like an umbrella, but usually not ed¬ 
ible, and sometimes poisonous (NOTE: White 
edible fungi are called mushrooms.) 
to and fro /,tu: on 'frou/ adv backwards 
and forwards 

toast /t9ust/ noun 1. slices of bread which 
have been heated at a high temperature until 
they are brown O Can you make some more 
toast? O She asked for scrambled eggs on 
toast. □ brown or white toast toast made 
from brown bread or white bread O I always 
have a piece of brown toast and marmalade 
for breakfast. t warm 2. □ to drink a toast 
to someone to take a drink and wish some¬ 
one success O Let's drink a toast to the bride 
and groom! O We all drank a toast to the fu¬ 
ture success of the company. ■ verb 1. to 
heat baked food such as bread in a toaster or 
under a grill, until it is brown O We had 
toasted teacakes. 2. to wish someone success 
and drink at the same time O They all toasted 
the happy couple in champagne. 
toaster /'t9USt9/ noun an electric device 
for toasting bread 

tobacco /to'baskau/ noun the dried leaves 
of a plant used to make cigarettes and cigars, 
and for smoking in pipes (NOTE: no plural) 
tobacconist /to'baekomst/ noun a person 
who sells tobacco, cigars and cigarettes 
toboggan /to'boggn/ noun a sledge made 
of a long flat piece of wood curved upwards 
at the front, designed for sliding downhill on 
snow or ice O The children pulled their to¬ 
boggans to the hill. Synonym sleigh ■ verb 
to slide on a toboggan O They tobogganed 
down the hill. 

tobogganing /tg'bogamr)/ noun the sport 
of sliding on toboggans 
® today /to'dei/ noun 1 . this day o Today's 
her sixth birthday. O What's the date today? 
O There's a story in today's newspaper about 
a burglary in our road. 2. this present time O 
The young people of today have far more 


toddle 


911 


token 


money than I had when I was their age. ■ 
adv on this day o He said he wanted to see 
me today, but he hasn’t come yet. □ today 
week, a week today in exactly seven days’ 
time O A week today, we ’ll be sitting on the 
beach. 

toddle /'tDd(3)l/ verb 1. (of a little child) to 
walk unsteadily O The little girl toddled 
across the pavement and into the road. 2. to 
walk O I’ll just toddle down to the post office. 
® toddler /'tDdlo/ noun a child who has 
just leamt to walk 

to-do /to 'du:/ noun excitement, confusion, 
bother ( informal) Synonym fuss 
to-do list /to 'dou list/ noun a list of the 
things you must do, usually in a specific pe¬ 
riod of time 

® toe /tou/ noun 1. one of the five parts like 
fingers at the end of the foot O She trod on 
my toe and didn’t say she was sorry. □ the 
big toe the largest of the five toes □ the little 
toe the smallest of the five toes □ to keep 
someone on their toes to keep someone 
ready or alert O My job is to make sure the 
staff are always on their toes. 2. the end part 
of a shoe or a sock O There’s a hole in the toe 
of my sock. ■ verb □ to toe the line to do 
what you are told to do o He was sacked be¬ 
cause he refused to toe the line. 

TOEFL /'touf(3)l/ trademark Test of Eng¬ 
lish as a Foreign Language 
toehold /'touhould/ noun 1. a place where 
you can put the toe of your boot when climb¬ 
ing O He hung in the air at the end of a rope, 
trying to get a toehold. 2. a small position on 
which you can build O They gained a toehold 
in the Spanish market. 

TOEIC /'touik/ trademark Test of English 
for International Communication 
toenail /'touneil/ noun a nail covering the 
end of a toe 

toff /toil noun a rich, aristocratic person 
(dated informal). Synonym aristocrat 
toffee /'tDfi/ noun a sticky sweet made by 
cooking sugar and butter 
tofu /'toufu:/ noun bean curd, a soft white 
paste made from soya beans 
(D together /to'gedo/ adv 1. doing some¬ 
thing with someone else or in a group O Tell 
the children to stay together or they’ll get 
lost. O If you’re going to the cinema, and 
we ’re planning to go too, why don’t we all go 
together? 2. joined with something else or 
with each other O Tie the sticks together with 
string. O Do you think you can stick the 
pieces of the cup together again? O If you 
add all the figures together, you ’ll get the to¬ 
tal sales. O We’ve had three sandwiches and 
three beers - how much does that come to all 
together? 3. □ together with as well as O 
The ice together with the wind made climbing 


dangerous. 4. at the same time O Don’t wash 
those two shirts together. Compare 

altogether 

togetherness /to'gedonos/ noun a feel¬ 
ing of friendliness and closeness with a per¬ 
son or people you know well 
toggle /'tDg(3)l/ noun a short piece of 
wood attached to a coat with string, used in 
place of a button O A duffel coat has toggles 
not buttons. ■ verb (in computers) to change 
between two states O The symbol can be tog¬ 
gled on and off the display. 
toil /toil/ noun hard work (old or literary) o 
a life of endless toil Antonym relaxation ■ 
verb to work hard O They toiled for months 
to try to improve the conditions of the work¬ 
ers. O She was toiling away at a hot stove. 

(D toilet /'toilot/ noun 1. a bowl with a seat 
on which you sit to get rid of waste matter 
from your body O There is a shower and toi¬ 
let in the bathroom. □ to flush a toilet to 
press a handle to make water flow through 
the toilet bowl to clear it O Don’t forget to 
flush the toilet. 2. a room with a toilet bowl in 
it O The ladies ’ toilet is at the end of the cor¬ 
ridor. O The gents ’ toilets are downstairs and 
to the right. O There’s a public toilet at the 
railway station. O to go to the toilet 1. to 
use a toilet to remove waste matter from the 
body O The children all want to go to the toi¬ 
let at the same time. 2. to remove waste mat¬ 
ter from the body O Mum! The cat’s been to 
the toilet on the sitting room carpet. 
toilet bag /'toilot baeg/ noun same as 
sponge bag 

toilet paper /'toilot ,peipo/ noun soft pa¬ 
per for wiping your bottom after going to the 
toilet 

toiletries /'toilotriz/ plural noun things, 
e.g. soap, cream and perfume,which are used 
in washing the body or making yourself 
smell nice 

toilet roll /'toilot roul/ noun a roll of toilet 
paper 

toilet water /'toilot .woito/ noun a type of 
light perfume. Synonym cologne 
token /'toukon/ noun 1. a thing which is a 
sign or symbol of something O Please accept 
this small gift as a token of our gratitude. □ 
by the same token in the same way o You 
have every right to complain about him, but, 
by the same token, you mustn ’t get upset if he 
complains about you. □ to make a token 
charge to make a small charge which does 
not cover the real costs □ to make a token 
gesture to make a small and insignificant ac¬ 
tion done to show that you are intending to 
deal with a problem O The motion criticising 
the government was simply a token gesture 
by the opposition parties. □ to make a token 
payment to make a small payment to show 
that a payment is being made □ to hold a to- 


told 
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ken strike to hold a short strike to show that 
the workers want to make a complaint about 
something □ a token woman or black a 
woman or black person appointed to a posi¬ 
tion, e.g. on a committee, in an attempt to 
show that there is no sexual or racial discrim¬ 
ination 2. a piece of paper or card, which is 
used in the place of money O You can use 
these tokens to pay for meals. □ book token 
or flower token a card which is bought in a 
shop and given as a present: it can only be 
exchanged for books or flowers 3. a plastic or 
metal disc, which is used instead of money o 
She put a token into the slot machine. 

(D told /tould/O tell 

tolerable /'tDl(3)r9b(o)l/ adj 1. bearable o 
The noise in the ironworks was barely tolera¬ 
ble. Antonym intolerable 2. fairly good o 
We had a tolerable meal in the hotel 
restaurant. 

tolerably /'tDl(9)robli/ adv in a fairly good 
way □ a tolerably good film quite a good 
film 

tolerance /'tolorons/ noun 1. the practice 
of tolerating something, such as unpleasant 
behaviour O The police showed great toler¬ 
ance faced with a crowd of youths throwing 
bottles and stones. 2. the practice of allowing 
something to exist which you do not agree 
with O tolerance of other people’s views. 
Antonym intolerance 3. the ability of the 
body to stand the effect of a drug or a poison 
O He has been taking the drug for so long 
that he has developed a tolerance to it. 4. an 
amount by which something can vary from a 
particular size O The specifications allow for 
a tolerance of0.005mm. 
tolerant /'toloront/ adj who shows toler¬ 
ance. Antonym intolerant 
tolerate /'toloreit/ verb 1. to allow some¬ 
thing which you do not like to happen with¬ 
out complaining about it O She does not 
tolerate singing in the classroom. 2. to allow 
something which you do not agree with to 
exist O Opposition parties are not tolerated 
in that country. O He is not known for toler¬ 
ating people with opposing views to his. 3. to 
accept the effect of a drug or a poison O The 
body can tolerate small amounts of poison. 
toleration /,tDl3'reiJ(3)n/ noun the prac¬ 
tice of allowing something which you do not 
agree with to exist. Antonym prejudice 
toll /toul/ noun 1 . a payment for using a ser¬ 
vice, usually a road, bridge or ferry O You 
have to pay a toll to cross the bridge. O 
There's an office at the bridge where the man 
collects the tolls. 2. the number of people 
hurt, of buildings damaged, etc. □ to take a 
toll of something to destroy or damage 
something O The storm took a heavy toll of 
ships in the harbour. O The wind took its toll 
of trees in the park. 3. the solemn ringing of a 


bell O The toll of the great bell could be 
heard across the marshes. ■ verb to ring a 
bell slowly, as for a funeral O The bell was 
tolling as the coffin arrived at the church. 
toll bridge /'toul brid3/ noun a bridge 
where you have to pay a toll to cross 
toll free /,toul 'fri:/ adj, adv US without 
having to pay the charge for a long-distance 
telephone call 
tom /tom/ noun a male cat 
(D tomato /to'maitou/ noun 1. a small 
round red fruit used in salads and cooking O 
Tomatoes cost 3Op per kilo. O We had a 
salad of raw cabbage and tomatoes. O Some¬ 
one in the crowd threw a tomato at the 
speaker on the platform. □ tomato sauce or 
ketchup sauce made with tomatoes and fla¬ 
vourings O Do you want tomato sauce with 
your fish and chips? 2. a tomato plant, a plant 
which produces tomatoes o He planted six 
tomatoes in his back garden. (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is tomatoes.) 

(D tomb /tu:m/ noun a grave, sometimes 
one with an underground vault 
tomboy /'tomboi/ noun a girl who enjoys 
playing boys’ games 

tombstone /'tuimstoun/ noun a large 
stone placed on a grave with the name of the 
dead person written on it. Synonym 

headstone 

tomcat /'tDmkast/ noun a male cat 
tome /toum/ noun a large book 
(D tomorrow /to'morou/ adv referring to 
the day after today O Are you free for lunch 
tomorrow? O I mustn’t forget I have a den¬ 
tist’s appointment tomorrow morning. O We 
are going to an Italian restaurant tomorrow 
evening. ■ noun the day after today O To¬ 
day’s Monday, so tomorrow must be Tues¬ 
day. O Tomorrow is our tenth wedding 
anniversary. □ the day after tomorrow two 
days after today O We ’re going to Paris the 
day after tomorrow. 

(D ton /tAn/ noun 1. a measure of weight 
equal to 2240 pounds O a ship carrying 1000 
tons of coal 2. □ it weighs a ton it is very 
heavy ( informal ) o Your suitcase weighs a 
ton, what have you got in it? □ tons of some¬ 
thing lots of something ( informal ) o I’ve 
tons of work to do. O She had tons of cards 
on her 21st birthday. 

(D tone /toun/ noun 1. a way of saying 
something, or of writing something, which 
shows a particular feeling O His tone of voice 
showed he was angry. O She said hello in a 
friendly tone of voice. O You could tell from 
the tone of his letter that he was annoyed. 2. 
(on the phone) a special noise which indi¬ 
cates something O Please speak after the 
tone. 3. a slight difference in colour O She 
prefers pastel tones like pale pink or pale 
blue. 4. the general spirit of a place O Having 


tone deaf 

all those rusty old fridges and cookers in 
their front garden lowers the tone of the 
neighbourhood. 5. (in music) the difference 
in pitch between five pairs of notes, which 
together with the semitones go to make an 
octave ■ verb □ to tone in with something 
to fit in well or to harmonise with something 
O The colour of the carpet tones in well with 
the curtains. 

tone deaf /,toun 'def/ adj (in music) not 
able to recognise the differences between 
musical notes 

tone down /,toun 'daun/ verb to make 
something less offensive. Synonym dilute 
toner /'touno/ noun 1 . a black powder, like 
dry ink, used in photocopiers and laser print¬ 
ers O The printer has run out of toner. 2. a 
substance used on your skin to make it look 
nicer or smoother (NOTE: no plural) 
tone up /,toun 'Ap/ verb to make your 
body firmer or fitter 

tongs /tDgz/ plural noun □ (a pair of) 
tongs a device for picking things up, with 
small claws on the end of two arms which 
you can move together O She picked up the 
burning log with the tongs and put it back on 
the fire. 

<D tongue /t aq/ noun 1. the long muscular 
organ in your mouth, which can move and is 
used for tasting, swallowing and speaking O 
The soup was so hot it burnt my tongue. □ to 
say something with your tongue in your 
cheek, to say something tongue in cheek to 
say something which you do not mean seri¬ 
ously 2. a similar part in an animal, used for 
food O We had tongue and salad. 3. a way of 
speaking O She can have a sharp tongue 
when she wants to. 4. a language 5. a long 
loose piece of leather under the laces in a 
shoe 

tongue-and-groove /,tArj on 'gruiv/ 
noun a type of board with a projecting 
tongue along one edge which fits into a cor¬ 
responding groove along the edge of the next 
board, often used to create panelling 
tongue-in-cheek /,tAg in 'tjiik/ adj not 
meant seriously 

tongue-tied /'t aq taid/ adj so shy as to be 
unable to say anything. Synonym speech¬ 
less. Antonym talkative 
tongue-twister /'tAg .twists/ noun a 
phrase like ‘red lorry, yellow lorry,’ which is 
difficult to say quickly 
tonic /'tonik/ noun something which makes 
you stronger O He’s taking a course of iron 
tonic tablets. O Going on holiday will be a 
tonic for you. 

tonic water /'tonik ,wo:to/ noun fizzy 
water made with quinine, used as a cooling 
drink 


toothpaste 

(D tonight /to'nait/ adv, noun the night or 
the evening of today O I can ’t stop - we ’re 
getting ready for tonight’s party. O I’ll be at 
home from eight o ’clock tonight. O I don’t 
suppose there's anything interesting on TV 
tonight. 

tonnage /'tAmd3/ noun a space for cargo 
in a ship, measured in tons 
(D tonne /tAn/ noun a metric ton, a weight 
of 1,000 kilograms 

tonsil /'tons(9)l/ noun one of two soft 
lumps of tissue at the back of the throat 
tonsillitis /,tDnsi'laitis/ noun an inflam¬ 
mation of the tonsils 

(D too /tui/ adv 1. more than necessary o 
There are too many people to fit into the lift. 
O I think we bought too much bread. O It’s 
too hot for us to sit in the sun. 2. (often at the 
end of a clause) also o She had some coffee 
and I had some too. O She comes from Scot¬ 
land too. 

(D took /tuk/ 0 take 

(D tool /tu:l/ noun an instrument which you 
hold in your hand to do specific work, such 
as a hammer or a spade O a set of tools for 
mending the car 

toolbar /'tu:l,ba:/ noun a line of icons on a 
computer screen which you click on to get 
the computer to do certain things 
tool shed /tu:l Jed/ noun a small wooden 
shed in a garden where tools are kept 
toot /tu:t/ noun a short sound made by a 
horn O As he went past us he gave a toot on 
his horn. ■ verb to blow a horn sharply o 
She tooted as she turned the corner. 

® tooth /tu:0/ noun 1 . one of a set of hard 
white objects in the mouth which you use to 
bite or chew food O Children must learn to 
clean their teeth twice a day. O I’ll have to 
see the dentist - one of my back teeth hurts. O 
The dentist took one of her teeth out. 2. □ to 
have a sweet tooth to like sweet food o He’s 
very fond of puddings - he’s got a real sweet 
tooth! O Don’t put the chocolates next to her 
- she’s got a very sweet tooth. □ long in the 
tooth old O She’s getting a bit long in the 
tooth for scuba diving. 3. one of the row of 
pointed pieces on a saw, comb or a zip O 
Throw that comb away, half its teeth are bro¬ 
ken. (NOTE: The plural is teeth /ti:0/.) 
toothache /'tu:0eik/ noun a pain in a 
tooth (NOTE: no plural) 
toothbrush /'tu:0brAj/ noun a small 
brush which you use to clean your teeth 
(NOTE: The plural is toothbrushes.) 
toothpaste /'tu:0peist/ noun a soft sub¬ 
stance which you spread on a toothbrush and 
then use to clean your teeth (NOTE: no plural: 
some toothpaste, a tube of toothpaste) 
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toothpick 

toothpick /'tu:0pik/ noun a little pointed 
piece of wood, used for cleaning between the 
teeth 

(2) top /top/ noun 1. the highest place or 
highest point of something O Manchester 
United are still at the top of the league table. 
O He climbed to the top of the stairs and sat 
down. O The blackbird is sitting on the top of 
the apple tree. O There is a roof garden on 
top of the hotel. O Look at the photograph at 
the top of page four. □ at the top of her 
voice in a very loud voice □ from top to bot¬ 
tom completely 2. the flat upper surface of 
something O Do not put coffee cups on top of 
the computer. O The desk has a black top. O 
a birthday cake with sugar and fruit on top 3. 
a cover for a jar or a bottle O Take the top off 
the jar, and see what’s inside. O She forgot to 
screw the top back on the bottle. 4. being best 
position in a contest or a profession O She 
came top in the competition. 5. a child’s toy 
which turns very rapidly on a point O When a 
spinning top loses momentum, it wobbles and 
finally falls over. 6. a piece of clothing cover¬ 
ing the upper part of the body O She wore 
jeans and a yellow top. ■ adj 1 . in the highest 
place O The restaurant is on the top floor of 
the building. O Jams and marmalades are on 
the top shelf. 2. best O She’s one of the 
world’s top tennis players. ■ verb 1. to put 
something on top O cheesecake topped with 
whipped cream 2. to do better than O I don’t 
think anyone else will top his score. □ to top 
it all on top of everything else ( informal) o 
To top it all, a pipe burst in the bathroom and 
the whole house was flooded. (NOTE: top¬ 
ping - topped) 

topaz /'toupaez/ noun a usually yellow pre¬ 
cious stone 

top brass /,top 'brais/ noun directors or 
high-ranking officers 

top-class /,tDp 'klais/ adj of the highest 
class. Synonym best 

top-down /,tDp 'daun/ adj working from 
general things to more specific ones 
top hat /,top 'hast/ noun a tall cylindrical 
hat with a narrow brim which is worn by a 
man on formal occasions 
top-heavy /,tDp 'hevi/ adj with the top 
part heavier than the bottom, and so likely to 
fall over 

© topic /'tDpik/ noun the subject of a dis¬ 
cussion or conversation O Can we move on to 
another topic? □ to bring up a topic to start 
to discuss something O She brought up the 
topic of where to go on holiday. 

© topical /'tDpik(9)l/ adj interesting at the 
present time 

topless /'toplos/ adj not wearing any 
clothes on the top part of your body 
top-level /'top ,lev(3)iy adj involving the 
most important people 


torpedo 

topmost /'tDpmoust/ adj highest or near¬ 
est the top 

topography /to'pogrofi/ noun the study 
or description of the physical features of a 
place and its rivers, mountains, and valleys 
topping /’topir)/ noun things such as cream 
or melted cheese, put on the top of food such 
as cakes, pizzas, or ice cream 
topple /'tDp(o)l/ verb 1. to fall down o He 
lost his balance and toppled forwards. 2. to 
make a government or dictator lose power O 
The government was toppled after three days 
of street fighting. 

topple over /,tDp(3)l 'ouvo/ verb to fall 
down 

top secret /,tDp 'si:krot/ adj absolutely 
secret 

topsy-turvy /,tt>psi 't3:vi/ adj in disorder 
or all upside down. Synonym confused 
top up /,top 'Ap/ verb to add liquid to fill 
completely something which is half empty 
top-up /'top Ap/ noun the liquid which you 
add to a half-empty cup or glass to make it 
full again 

Torah /'toiro/ noun the first five books of 
the Jewish bible 

© torch /toitJV noun 1. a small portable 
electric lamp O Take a torch if you ’re going 
into the cave. O I always carry a small torch 
in the car. (NOTE: The US term is flash¬ 
light.) 2. a flaming light, carried in the hand 
O The demonstrators marched through the 
streets carrying torches. (NOTE: The plural is 
torches.) ■ verb to set fire to something on 
purpose O The rioters torched the police sta¬ 
tion. Synonym burn down 
torchlight /'toitjlait/ noun the light from a 
torch. Synonym beam 
©tore /to:/ 1 > tear 

torment noun /'torment/ extreme pain o 
the torment of parents who are separated 
from their children □ in torment in great 
pain O After days in torment with his back 
pain, he finally went to see the doctor. ■ verb 
/toi'ment/ to make someone suffer o The old 
couple were tormented by their neighbours ’ 
children and in the end moved to a different 
street. O He was constantly tormented by 
doubt. Synonym annoy. Antonym comfort 
tormentor /toi'mento/ noun a person who 
torments a person or an animal. Synonym 
oppressor 
© torn /torn/ 1 > tear 

tornado /toi'neidou/ noun a violent storm 
with a whirlwind (NOTE: The plural is torna¬ 
does.) 

torpedo /toi'piidou/ noun a missile like a 
shell which travels under the water O The 
submarine fired a torpedo. O The ship was 
hit by three torpedoes and sank immediately. 

(NOTE: The plural is torpedoes.) ■ verb 1. 


914 


totter 


915 


torpor 

to sink a ship using a torpedo O The ship was 
torpedoed by an enemy submarine. 2. to min 
someone’s plans O His grandiose scheme for 
a leisure complex was torpedoed by the 
council planning department. 
torpor /'toipo/ noun being half-asleep and 
slow to react. Synonym inactivity. Antonym 
excitement 

torrent /'tDront/ noun 1. a fast rushing 
stream O To get to the farm we had to cross a 
mountain torrent. 2. a fast flow O The rain 
came down in torrents. 3. □ a torrent of 
abuse a large number of insults which are 
spoken rapidly O She let out a torrent of 
abuse. 

torrential /to'renjol/ adj like a torrent 
torrid /'tend/ adj 1. very hot o the torrid 
tropical afternoon 2. intensely sexual O A 
tale of torrid romance and intrigue. 
torso /'toisou/ noun the main part of the 
body, not including the head, arms and legs 
(NOTE: The plural is torsos.) 
tortilla /toi'tiio/ noun 1. a type of Spanish 
omelette, often made with potato and onion 
2. a round, flat bread made of com or wheat 
flour O Tortillas are part of Mexican food. 
tortoise /'to:t9s/ noun a reptile covered 
with a hard shell, which moves very slowly 
on land and can live to be very old (NOTE: 
British English uses the word turtle for simi¬ 
lar animals which live in water; American 
English uses turtle for both.) 
tortoiseshell /'toitosjel/ adj, noun speck¬ 
led brown material from the shell of a turtle 
used for making objects like combs and 
frames for glasses 

tortoiseshell cat /.toitosjel 'kaet/ noun a 
brown, yellow, white and black cat 
tortuous /'toitjuos/ adj 1 . which twists 
and turns O Because of the roadworks we 
have to take a long and tortuous route back 
home. 2. very complicated OI won’t start ex¬ 
plaining the tortuous procedure we had to go 
through to recover our money. 
torture /'toitjo/ noun 1 . making someone 
suffer pain as a punishment or to make them 
reveal a secret O They accused the police of 
using torture to get information about the 
plot. 2. extreme mental or physical pain. Syn¬ 
onym agony ■ verb to inflict mental or 
physical pain on someone O The soldiers tor¬ 
tured their prisoners. O was tortured with 
doubts. Synonym torment 
Tory /'toiri/ adj referring to the Conserva¬ 
tive party O a Tory government O the last 
Tory Prime Minister ■ noun a member of the 
Conservative party O The Tories have re¬ 
cently elected a new leader. (NOTE: The plu¬ 
ral is Tories.) 

(D tOSS /tDs/ noun 1. the act of throwing 
something into the air □ to win the toss (in 


sport) to guess correctly which side of the 
coin comes down on top and so have first 
choice or play first 2. a sharp movement up 
and down of the head O With a toss of its 
head, the horse galloped off. ■ verb 1. to 
throw something up into the air O He tried to 
toss the pancake and it fell on the kitchen 
floor. O She tossed me her car keys. □ to toss 
a coin to throw a coin to decide something 
according to which side is on top when it co¬ 
mes down O We tossed a coin and I had to do 
the washing up. □ let’s toss for it let’s throw 
a coin in the air and the person who guesses 
right starts to play first or has first choice 2. 
to move something about O The waves tossed 
the little boat up and down. □ the horse 
tossed its head the horse made a sharp 
movement of the head □ to toss a salad to 
mix a salad □ to toss and turn to move about 
in bed, not able to sleep 
tOSS up /,tDS 'Ap/ verb to throw a coin to 
see which side is on top when it comes down 
tOSS-up /'tDS Ap/ noun 1. a situation where 
either of two things is possible □ it’s a 
toss-up who’s going to win either of them 
can win O Chelsea and Arsenal are both on 
top form, so it’s a toss-up which side will 
win. 2. throwing a coin in the air to guess 
which side comes down on top and so decid¬ 
ing which team starts first O The two cap¬ 
tains stood with the referee in the centre 
circle for the toss-up. 

tot /tDt/ noun 1 . a little child o She took the 
tot by the hand and led him back into the 
house. O There are special classes where 
they teach tiny tots to swim. 2. a small glass 
of alcohol O A tot of whisky before dinner 
won’t do you any harm. 

(D total /'tout(o)l/ adj complete or whole o 
The expedition was a total failure. O Their 
total losses come to over £400,000. ■ noun 
the whole amount O The total comes to more 
than £1,000. ■ verb to add up to O The bill 
totalled £600. O He was declared bankrupt, 
with debts totalling more than £lm. (NOTE: 
totalling - totalled. The US spelling is to¬ 
taling - totaled.) 

totalitarian /tgu.taeli'tegrion/ adj having 
total power and not allowing any opposition 
or personal freedom. Synonym authoritar¬ 
ian. Antonym democratic 
totalitarianism /tgu.tasli'teorbnizOjm/ 
noun a political system where the state has 
total power over the citizens 
(D totally /'t9ut(9)li/ adv completely O The 
house was totally destroyed in the fire. O I 
had totally forgotten that I had promised to 
be there. O He disagrees totally with what the 
first speaker said. Antonym partly 
totter /'tDt9/ noun 1. to walk unsteadily or 
to wobble O I cannot bear to look at her tot¬ 
tering along in those platform shoes. O The 
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old lady manages to totter over to the bakery 
to get some fresh bread every day. 2. to be in 
a weak condition and likely to collapse O The 
company is tottering and we wonder how 
long it will survive. O The IMF has proposed 
ways of improving the country’s tottering 
economy. 

tot up /,tot 'Ap/ verb to add up (NOTE: tot¬ 
ting - totted) 

(D touch /tAtjy noun 1. one of the five 
senses, the sense of feeling with the fingers o 
The sense of touch is very acute in blind peo¬ 
ple. 2. contact, the passing of news and infor¬ 
mation □ to get in touch with someone to 
contact someone O I’ll try to get in touch 
with you next week. □ to lose touch with 
someone to lose contact with someone o 
They used to live next door, but we’ve lost 
touch with them now that they’ve moved to 
London. □ to put someone in touch with 
someone to arrange for someone to have 
contact with someone O The bank put us in 
touch with a local lawyer. □ to stay in touch 
with someone to keep contact with someone 
O We met in Hong Kong thirty years ago but 
we have still kept in touch. 3. a gentle physi¬ 
cal contact O I felt a light touch on my hand. 
4. a very small amount O He added a few 
touches of paint to the picture. O There’s a 
touch of frost in the air this morning. □ a 
touch of indigestion a slight attack of indi¬ 
gestion □ finishing touches final work to 
make something perfect O We ’re just putting 
the finishing touches to the exhibition before 
we open tomorrow morning. 5. a special style 
O She added an artistic touch to the meal. 
(NOTE: plural in meanings 3 and 4 is 
touches) ■ verb 1 . to feel with your fingers 
O The policeman touched him on the shoul¬ 
der. O Don’t touch that cake - it’s for your 
mother. 2. to be so close to something that 
you press against it O His feet don’t touch the 
floor when he sits on a big chair. O There is a 
mark on the wall where the sofa touches it. 3. 
to eat or drink O I never touch coffee. O We 
never touch food which has not been washed. 
4. to make someone feel sad or sympathetic 
O His sad song touched all the people in the 
church. 5. □ to touch someone for to try and 
get someone to give you money ( informal ) o 
How much did he touch you for? 
touch-and-go /,tAtJ on 'gou/ adj possible 
that anything can happen 
touch down /.tAtJ 'daun/ verb 1. to land 
O The plane touched down at 13.20. 2. to 
score a try in rugby, by touching the ground 
behind the opponents’ line with the ball O He 
touched down behind the posts. 
touchdown /'tAtJdaun/ noun 1. the land¬ 
ing of a plane or spacecraft O The plane 
veered across the runway as one of its tyres 
burst on touchdown. 2. (in rugby) scoring a 


try by touching the ground behind the oppo¬ 
nents’ line with the ball O He burst through 
for a touchdown between the posts. 3. US 
scoring a goal in American football by taking 
the ball over the opponents’ line O He com¬ 
pleted a pass for the winning touchdown. 
touched /tAtJt/ adj grateful, pleased with 
touching /'t At Jig/ adj which affects the 
emotions 

touchline /'tAtJlain/ noun a white line 
along the side of a football field 
touch on /'aekt on/, touch upon /'tAt J a- 
.pon/ verb to mention briefly 
touch screen /'tAtJ skriin/ noun a com¬ 
puter screen which you operate by touching 
displayed options with your finger 
touchstone /'tAtJ.stoun/ noun something 
which is an excellent example and is a stan¬ 
dard by which to judge other things 
touch up /,t At J 'Ap/ verb to add a small 
amount of paint to a surface 
touchy /'tAtJi/ adj 1. easily offended o 
Don’t mention his red hair - he’s very touchy 
about it. 2. which is likely to cause offence O 
Don’t mention his divorce- it’s a very touchy 
subject at the moment. 

® tough ItAfl adj 1. difficult to chew or to 
cut O My steak’s a bit tough - how’s yours? 
□ this meat is as tough as old boots it is ex¬ 
tremely tough ( informal ) 2. difficult o The 
exam is extremely tough. Antonym easy 3. 
strict O The police are getting tough on drunk 
drivers. 4. able to deal with difficult or vio¬ 
lent situations 5. unfortunate O It’s tough that 
you can’t come to the party. O Having three 
little children to look after is tough on the 
parents. □ tough luck! hard luck! 
tough cookie /,tAf 'kuki/ noun a tough 
person ( informal) 

toughen /'tAf(o)n/ verb 1. to make tough 
or harder O Cooking the meat too much will 
simply toughen it. □ toughened glass spe¬ 
cially strengthened glass O Toughened glass 
is used for shop windows. 2. to make more 
strict or severe O The aim is to toughen uni¬ 
versity entrance requirements. 
toughen up /,tAf(o)n 'Ap/ verb to make 
someone tougher, stronger or harder 
toupee /'tuipei/ noun artificial hair worn 
to cover a bald area on a man’s head 
(D tour /tuo/ noun 1. a holiday journey to 
various places coming back eventually to the 
place you started from O There are so many 
tours to choose from - I can’t decide which 
one to go on. O She gave us a tour round the 
old castle. 2. a journey on business to various 
places coming back eventually to the place 
you started from O He is leading a group of 
businessmen on a tour of Italian factories. 3. 
a journey round various places where you 
perform or speak O The pop group is on an 
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American tour. O The Prime Minister went 
on a tour of the North East. ■ verb 1. to go 
on holiday, visiting various places O They 
toured the south of France. 2. to visit various 
places to perform or speak O The opera com¬ 
pany toured Eastern Europe last year. 
tourism /'tU3riz(9)m/ noun the business of 
providing travel, accommodation, food and 
entertainment for tourists 
(D tourist /'tuorist/ noun a person who goes 
on holiday to visit places away from their 
home O The tourists were talking German. O 
There were parties of tourists visiting all the 
churches. O Trafalgar Square is always full 
of tourists. 

tourist class /'tuorist klais/ noun a type 
of seating in an aircraft which is cheaper than 
first class 

tourist trap /'tuorist traep/ noun a place 
which charges tourists too much 
tourist visa /'tuorist ,vi:zo/ noun a visa 
which allows a person to visit a country for a 
short time on holiday 

tournament /'tuonomont/ noun a sporting 
competition with many games where com¬ 
petitors who lose drop out until only one is 
left. Synonym contest 
tourniquet /'toinikei/ noun a tight ban¬ 
dage put round an arm or leg to stop bleeding 
tour operator /'tuior .Dporeito/ noun a 
travel agency which organises and sells pack¬ 
age holidays or tours 

tousled /'tauz(o)ld/ adj referring to hair or 
fur which is messy or tangled 
tout /taut/ verb 1. to praise something in the 
hope that people will believe you O The book 
was touted as a masterpiece. 2. □ to tout for 
business or custom to try to find new cus¬ 
tomers O As soon as we left the airport build¬ 
ing we were surrounded by taxi drivers 
touting for business. 

tow /tou/ noun the action of pulling some¬ 
thing O We got a tractor to give us a tow to 
the nearest garage. (NOTE: Do not confuse 
with toe.) ■ verb to pull a car or a ship which 
cannot move by itself O The motorways were 
crowded with cars towing caravans. O They 
towed the ship into port. 

(D towards /to'woidz/ prep 1. in the direc¬ 
tion of O The crowd ran towards the police 
station. O The bus was travelling south, to¬ 
wards London. O The ship sailed straight to¬ 
wards the rocks. 2. near in time O Do you 
have any free time towards the end of the 
month? O The exhibition will be held towards 
the middle of October. 3. as part of the 
money to pay for something O He gave me 
£100 towards the cost of the hotel. 4. in rela¬ 
tion to O She always behaved very kindly to¬ 
wards her father. (NOTE: [all senses] The 
US term is toward.) 


townspeople 

towel /'tauol/ noun a large piece of soft 
cloth for drying O There’s only one towel in 
the bathroom. O After washing her hair, she 
wound the towel round her head. O I’ll get 
some fresh towels. □ to throw in the towel to 
give up, not to continue a contest 
towelling /'tauolir)/ noun an absorbent 
type of soft cloth used mainly for making 
towels (NOTE: The US spelling is toweling.) 
towel rail /'tauol reil/ noun a bar of metal 
or wood in a bathroom on which you can 
hang a towel 

(D tower /'tauo/ noun a tall construction o 
The castle has thick walls and four square 
towers. ■ verb □ to tower over to rise very 
high above O He towers over his wife who is 
very small. 

tower block /'tauo blok/ noun a very tall 
block of flats 

towering /'tauorir)/ adj 1. very tall o tow¬ 
ering cliffs 2. □ towering rage very great 
rage O When he read the letter he went into a 
towering rage. 

Tower of London /,tauo ov 'Lvndon/ 
noun a castle in London, built by William the 
Conqueror 

(D town /taun/ noun 1. a place, larger than a 
village, where people live and work, with 
houses, shops, offices, factories and other 
buildings O There’s no shop in our village, so 
we do our shopping in the nearest town. O 
They moved their office to the centre of town. 
□ to go to town on something to spend a lot 
of money or time on something ( informal ) o 
She really went to town on buying furniture 
for the new house. □ to paint the town red 
to go out drinking and going to parties in 
town ( informal ) 2. the people living in a town 
O The whole town refused to pay the tax. 
d> town centre /,taun 'sento/ noun the 
central part of a town, where main shops, 
banks and places of interest are situated 
(NOTE: The US term is downtown.) 
town hall /,taun 'ho:l/ noun the main 
building in a town, where the town council 
meets, and where many of the council depart¬ 
ments are 

town house /'taun haus/ noun 1. a house 
in a town belonging to someone who also has 
a house in the country O He has a castle in 
Northumberland, and a town house in Lon¬ 
don. 2. an expensive modem terraced house 
O They ’re building a row of town houses be¬ 
hind the police station. 

township /'taunjip/ noun 1. (in the USA 
and Canada) a local administrative area 
formed of a small town and the area round it 
2. ( formerly, in South Africa) an urban area 
where black people live 
townspeople /'taunzpi:p(9)l/ plural noun 
people who live in a town 
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toxaemia /tok'skmio/ noun blood poison¬ 
ing, a condition caused by bacteria in the 
blood (NOTE: The US spelling is toxemia.) 
toxic /'tDksik/ adj harmful. Synonym poi¬ 
sonous. Antonym harmless 
toxic waste /.toksik 'weist/ noun waste 
which is poisonous or harmful to the 
environment 

toxin /'tDksin/ noun a poisonous substance 
produced inside the body by germs. Syn¬ 
onym poison 

(D toy /toil noun a thing for children to play 
with O We gave him a box of toy soldiers for 
Christmas. O The children's toys are all over 
the sitting room floor. O She won’t let me 
play with any of her toys. ■ verb <C> to toy 
with something 1. to deal with or consider 
something or someone casually O I’m toying 
with the idea of selling my house. O After sev¬ 
eral broken promises, she realised he was 
just toying with her. 2. to push food about as 
though you were eating but without eating 
much of it O She had no appetite and only 
toyed with her meat. 

toy boy /'toi boi/ noun a younger man who 
is the companion of an older woman 
( offensive ) 

toyshop /'tDiJop/ noun a shop which sells 
toys 

(D trace /treis/ noun 1. something which 
shows that something existed O The police 
found traces of blood in the kitchen. □ with¬ 
out trace leaving nothing behind O The car 
seems to have vanished without trace. 2. a 
very small amount O There was a trace of 
powder on his coat. O She showed no trace of 
anger. ■ verb 1. to follow an animal’s tracks 
O We traced the badger back to its hole. 2. to 
find where someone or something is O They 
couldn't trace the letter. O The police traced 
him to Dover. 3. to copy a drawing or other 
image by placing a sheet of transparent paper 
over it and drawing on it O She traced the 
map and put it into her project on the history 
of the village. 

trace element /'treis .elimont/ noun a 
chemical element which a plant or animal 
needs to grow properly, but only in very 
small amounts 

trachea /tro'kiio/ noun the main air pas¬ 
sage which runs from the larynx to the lungs, 
where it divides ( technical) Also called 

windpipe 

© track /trask/ noun 1. a rough path o We 
followed a track through the forest. □ off the 
beaten track in a place which is not nor¬ 
mally visited by many people □ you’re on 
the right track you’re working the right way 
in order to succeed, you’re doing the right 
thing O We haven’t solved the problem yet, 
but we’re certainly on the right track. □ 
you’re on the wrong track you’re working 


in the wrong way 2. a path for races 3. a line 
of parallel rails for trains O The trains will be 
late because of repairs to the track. □ to 
have a one-track mind to think about only 
one thing or to have only one thing which in¬ 
terests you ( informal ) 4. one of the sections 
on a disk O One of the tracks from their disk 
has been released as a single. ■ verb to fol¬ 
low someone or an animal O The hunters 
tracked the bear through the forest. O The 
police tracked the gang to a flat in south Lon¬ 
don. t tracks 

trackball /'traek.boil/ noun a ball used in¬ 
stead of a computer mouse to control the cur¬ 
sor on a computer screen 
track down /,traek 'daun/ verb □ to track 
someone down to follow and catch someone, 
e.g. a criminal O Did you track down your 
old boss? □ to track something down to 
manage to find something or someone O I fi¬ 
nally tracked down that file which you were 
looking for. 

track record /'track .rekoid/ noun the 
success or failure of someone or a business in 
the past 

tracks /traeks/ plural noun a series of foot¬ 
prints left by an animal or marks left by 
things like wheelsn to make tracks for to go 
towards O They made tracks for the nearest 
hotel. 

<D tracksuit /'tracksuit/ noun a pair of 
matching trousers and top, in warm material, 
worn when practising sports 
tract /traekt/ noun 1 . a large area of land o 
Whole tracts of forest have been contami¬ 
nated by acid rain. 2. a short pamphlet, usu¬ 
ally on a religious subject O Someone pushed 
a tract on the dangers of alcohol through our 
letterbox. 3. a system of organs and tubes in 
the body which are linked together O The re- 
spiratory tract takes air into the lungs. 
traction /'trackjon/ noun 1. pulling a bro¬ 
ken leg or other part of tbe body with weights 
and pulleys so as to straighten it o After we 
have set the bone, the leg will require trac¬ 
tion. □ in traction having a broken limb at¬ 
tached and pulled so that it becomes straight 
O She was in traction for several weeks. 2. 
(of a tyre) the gripping power between a tyre 
and the road surface O These tyres are so old 
they have no traction at all on ice. 3. the 
force of pulling 

tractor /'trackto/ noun a heavy vehicle with 
large back wheels, used for work on farms 
(D trade /treid/ noun 1. the business of buy¬ 
ing and selling O Britain’s trade with the rest 
of Europe is up by 10%. □ to do a good 
trade in a range of products to sell a large 
number of a range of products □ to do a 
roaring trade to sell a lot very fast o The ice 
cream sellers have been doing a roaring 
trade during the hot weather. 2. people or 
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companies that deal in the same type of prod¬ 
uct or service O He is in the secondhand car 
trade. ■ verb 1. to buy and sell, to carry on a 
business O The company has stopped trad¬ 
ing. O They trade in furs. 2. to exchange 
something for something O I’ll trade the car 
for your motorbike. 

trade deficit /'treid .defisit/ noun the dif¬ 
ference between the value of a country’s ex¬ 
ports and the value of its imports 
trade fair /'treid feo/ noun an occasion 
when manufacturers and producers exhibit 
their products and services to try to sell them 
trade in /,treid 'in/ verb to give in an old 
item, such as a car or washing-machine, as 
part of the payment for a new one. Synonym 
exchange 

trade Off /,treid 'of/ verb to balance one 
thing against another to get a final result O 
We needed to trade off the disadvantages of 
staying where we are against the cost of mov¬ 
ing to new premises. 

trade-off /'treid oil noun exchanging one 
thing for another as part of a deal. Synonym 

compromise 

trade on /'treid on/ verb to exploit or to 
use something to your advantage 
trade price /'treid prais/ noun a special 
wholesale price paid by a retailer to a whole¬ 
saler or manufacturer 

trader /'treido/ noun a person who does 
business. Synonym dealer 
tradesman /'treidzmon/ noun a person 
who runs a shop (dated) (NOTE: The plural is 

tradesmen.) 

trade unionist /.treid 'juinjonist/ noun a 
member of a trade union 
trading /'treidir)/ noun the business of 
buying and selling 

trading estate /'treidig i.steit/ noun a 
group of warehouses and factories built 
together 

<D tradition /tro'diJ(9)n/ noun beliefs, cus¬ 
toms and stories which are passed from one 
generation to the next O It’s a family tradi¬ 
tion for the eldest son to take over the busi¬ 
ness. O According to local tradition, two 
murderers were hanged at the crossroads. 
Antonym innovation 

(D traditional /tro'diJ(3)n(o)l/ adj accord¬ 
ing to tradition O On Easter Day it is tradi¬ 
tional to give chocolate eggs to the children. 
O Villagers still wear their traditional cos¬ 
tumes on Sundays. Synonym usual 
traditionalist /tro'diJXojnolist/ noun a 
person who does things in a traditional way. 
Synonym conservative. Antonym 
progressive 

traditionally /tro'diJXojnoli/ adv accord¬ 
ing to tradition. Synonym usually. Antonym 
occasionally 


tragically 

(D traffic /'trasfik/ noun 1. cars, lorries, 
buses and other vehicles which are travelling 
on a street or road O I leave the office early 
on Fridays because there is so much traffic 
leaving London. O The lights turned green 
and the traffic moved forward. O Rush-hour 
traffic is worse on Fridays. 2. an illegal trade 
O the South American drugs traffic (NOTE: 
no plural: some traffic; a lot of traffic) ■ 
verb to deal in drugs, weapons, etc., illegally 
O He made a fortune trafficking in cocaine. 
(NOTE: trafficking - trafficked) 
traffic-calming /.trasfik 'kaimii)/ noun □ 
traffic-calming measures ways used to 
make traffic less or slower, such as imposing 
speed limits, building humps in roads, etc. 
traffic circle /'traefik ,s3:k(o)l/ noun US a 
place where several roads meet, and traffic 
has to move in a circle round a central area 
(NOTE: The British term is roundabout.) 
traffic island /'traefik ,ailond/ noun a 
small piece of pavement in the centre of the 
road where pedestrians can safely stand 
traffic jam /'traefik d 3 aem/ noun a situa¬ 
tion where cars, lorries, buses and other vehi¬ 
cles cannot move forward on a road because 
there is too much traffic, because there has 
been an accident or because of roadworks. 
Synonym tailback 

trafficker /'traefiko/ noun □ drugs traf¬ 
ficker a person who deals illegally in drugs O 
The customs stopped him because they sus¬ 
pected he was a drugs trafficker. 

<D traffic lights /'traefik laits/ plural noun 
red, green and amber lights for making the 
traffic stop and start O To get to the police 
station, you have to turn left at the next traf¬ 
fic lights. O He drove across the junction 
when the traffic lights were red. (NOTE: often 
shortened to lights) 

traffic offence /'traefik o.fens/ noun an 
offence committed by drivers of vehicles 
traffic police /'traefik po.liis/ noun a 
branch of the police force dealing with traffic 
on roads 

traffic warden /'traefik ,wo:don/ noun a 
person whose job it is to see that cars are le¬ 
gally parked, and to give parking tickets to 
those which are parked illegally 
(D tragedy /'traed 3 odi/ noun 1. a serious 
play, film or novel which ends sadly O 
Shakespeare's tragedy ‘King Lear ’ is playing 
at the National Theatre. 2. a very unhappy 
event O Tragedy struck the family when their 
mother was killed in a car crash. (NOTE: The 
plural is tragedies.) 

d> tragic /'traed 3 ik/ adj 1. very sad o a 
tragic accident on the motorway 2. referring 
to a tragedy O one of the greatest tragic 
actors 

tragically /'traed 3 ikli/ adv very sadly 


trail 

@ trail /treil/ noun 1. tracks left by an ani¬ 
mal or by a criminal O We followed the trail 
of the bear through the forest. O The burglars 
left in a red sports car, and a police car was 
soon on their trail. 2. a path or track O Keep 
to the trail otherwise you will get lost. □ 
mountain trail a path through mountains 3. 
something that follows behind O The car left 
a trail of blue smoke. O The dogs followed 
the trail of drops of blood to a warehouse. O 
The storm left a trail of destruction across 
the south of the country. ■ verb 1. to follow 
the tracks left by an animal or a person O The 
police trailed the group across Europe. 2. □ 
to trail behind to follow slowly after some¬ 
one O She came third, trailing a long way be¬ 
hind the first two runners. O The little 
children trailed behind the older ones. 3. to 
let something drag behind O She stormed out, 
trailing her coat on the floor behind her. 
trailer /'treilo/ noun 1. a small goods vehi¬ 
cle pulled behind a car O We carried all our 
camping gear in the trailer. 2. parts of a 
full-length film shown as an advertisement 
for it O We saw the trailer last week, and it 
put me off the film. 

trailer park /'treilo pa:k/ noun a place 
where trailers are kept, usually permanently. 
Also called mobile home (NOTE: The Brit¬ 
ish term is caravan.) 

® train /trein/ noun 1. an engine pulling a 
group of coaches on the railway O To get to 
Glasgow, you have to change trains at 
Crewe. O The train to Paris leaves from plat¬ 
form 1. O Hundreds of people go to work ev¬ 
ery day by train. O The next train to London 
will be in two minutes. □ suburban train a 
train which goes from the centre of a town to 
the suburbs 2. a series of things, one after the 
other O The police are trying to piece to¬ 
gether the train of events which led to the ac¬ 
cident. □ train of thought a series of 
thoughts, one after the other O My wife asked 
me to help with the baby, thus breaking my 
train of thought. 3. a part of a dress which 
hangs down on to the ground at the back O 
The bride’s train was held by four little 
pages. ■ verb 1. to teach someone or an ani¬ 
mal how to do something O She’s being 
trained to be a bus driver. O Guide dogs are 
trained to lead blind people. 2. to make a 
plant grow in a certain way O We’ve trained 
the clematis up the wall. 3. to become fit by 
practising for a sport O He’s training for the 
100 metres. O She’s training for the Olym¬ 
pics. 4. to point a rifle or a telescope at some¬ 
thing O The ship sailed south, with her guns 
trained onto the shore. 

trained /treind/ adj who has been through a 
course of training 

trainee /trei'ni:/ noun a person who is be¬ 
ing trained. Synonym apprentice 


trample 

(D trainer /'treino/ noun 1. a person who 
trains an athlete O His trainer says he’s in 
peak condition for the fight. 2. a small air¬ 
craft in which pilots learn to fly 
trainers /'treinoz/ plural noun light sports 
shoes O She needs a new pair of trainers for 
school. O He comes to work every morning in 
trainers. 

(D training /'treinir)/ noun 1. being taught a 
skill or being trained O The shop is closed on 
Tuesday mornings for staff training. O There 
is a ten-week training period for new staff. 2. 
practising for a sport □ to be in training to 
practise for a sport O She’s in training for the 
Olympics. 

traipse /treips/ verb to walk about in a 
heavy, tired way ( informal ) Synonym trudge 
(D trait /treit/ noun a particular characteris¬ 
tic of someone 

traitor /'treito/ noun a person who betrays 
his or her country, especially by giving secret 
information to the enemy. Antonym loyalist 
traitorous /'treit(o)r3s/ adj like a traitor 
(literary). Synonym disloyal. Antonym loyal 
trajectory /tr3'd3ekt(9)ri/ noun the curv¬ 
ing movement of something which has been 
thrown or shot through the air. Synonym 
route 

tram /traem/ noun an electric public trans¬ 
port vehicle, which runs on rails laid in the 
street (NOTE: The US term is streetcar.) 
tramcar /'tramka:/ noun a single carriage 
in a tram 

tramlines /'tramlainz/ plural noun 1. the 
rails in a street along which a tram runs O 
Don’t stand on the tramlines - a tram may 
come round the corner. 2. the two side lines 
on a tennis court O He sent a passing shot 
down the tramlines. 

tramp /tramp/ noun 1. a noise of heavy 
feet hitting the ground O The streets were 
filled with the tramp of marching soldiers. 2. 
a long walk O We went for a tramp along the 
cliffs last Sunday. 3. a person who has no¬ 
where to live and walks from place to place 
looking for work or begging for food or 
money O The farmer was surprised to find a 
tramp asleep in one of his barns. (NOTE: The 
US term is hobo.) ■ verb 1. to walk with 
heavy feet O They tramped through the snow 
to get to the camp. O You could hear soldiers 
tramping through the streets at night. O All 
day long, we had the workmen tramping 
through the house with their dirty boots. 2. to 
walk for a long distance O They tramped for 
miles before they came to a little inn. 
trample /'tramp(3)l/ verb O to trample 
on something 1. to crush something by 
walking on it O They trampled on the enemy 
flag and then burnt it. 2. to crush something 
violently O Several children were trampled 
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to death in the riot. O The government has 
trampled on the rights of the ordinary citizen. 
trampoline /'traempoliin/ noun a large 
sheet of elastic material stretched across a 
frame, which you can bounce or jump on 
tramway /'trasmwei/ noun the rails on 
which a tram runs 

trance /trains/ noun a state when you are 
not alert but not asleep, and do not notice 
what is going on around you 
tranquil /'trasijkwil/ adj calm or peaceful 
tranquillise /'traepkwilaiz/, tranquillize 
verb to make someone calm by giving them 
drugs. Synonym sedate (NOTE: The US 
spelling is tranquilize.) 
tranquilliser /'traerjkwilaizo/ noun a drug 
which makes a person calm down (NOTE: 
The US spelling is tranquilizer.) 
tranquillity /traeg'kwiliti/ noun being 
calm or peaceful (NOTE: The US spelling is 
tranquility.) 

transact /traen'zcekt/ verb □ to transact 
business to carry out a piece of business o 
He has been banned from transacting busi¬ 
ness on the Stock Exchange. O The council 
will meet next week to transact the following 
business. 

transaction /traen'zcekj’on/ noun a piece 
of business. Synonym deal 
transatlantic /,traenzot'laentik/ adj 1. 
across the Atlantic O Transatlantic flights 
take about six hours depending on the wind. 
O Prices for transatlantic phone calls have 
been reduced. 2 . on the other side of the At¬ 
lantic O our transatlantic trading partners 
transcend /tram'send/ verb to go better or 
further than something or to be much more 
important than something 
transcendent /trasn'sendont/ adj very 
great ( formal) 

transcendental /,traensen'dent(3)l/ adj 
which rises above the level of ordinary 
thought or reasoning 

transcontinental / l trasnzkDnti l nent(o)l/ 
adj across a continent 

transcribe /traen'skraib/ verb 1 . to write 
out the text of something which is heard O 
His speech was transcribed from the radio 
tape. O The sound of each word has been 
transcribed into phonetic characters. 2. to 
rewrite a piece of music for a different instru¬ 
ment than the one for which it was originally 
written O The piece was originally written 
for the violin and then transcribed for piano. 
transcript /'traenskript/ noun a written re¬ 
cord of something which has been noted in 
shorthand, or text of what was said on a radio 
programme, at a meeting, etc. 
transcription /trasn'skripjon/ noun 
words which have been transcribed 


(D transfer noun 1. the action of moving 
something or someone to a new place O I’ve 
applied for a transfer to our London branch. 
□ on the transfer list on the list of football¬ 
ers who can go to work for other teams 2. 
changing to another form of transport 3 . a 
decoration which is taken off a piece of paper 
and is stuck on to a surface O She has little 
transfers of flowers and animals on her arms. 
■ verb 1 . to move something or someone to 
another place O The money will be trans¬ 
ferred directly to your bank account. O She 
transferred her passport from her handbag to 
her jacket pocket. O He’s been transferred to 
our New York office. 2 . to change from one 
type of travel to another O When you get to 
London airport, you have to transfer onto an 
internal flight. (NOTE: transferring - 
transferred) 

transferable /trams'f3:r3b(o)l/ adj which 
can be transferred □ transferable skills skills 
which you can use in several different types 
of job □ this ticket is not transferable this 
ticket cannot be given or lent to anyone else 
to use 

transfix /traens'fiks/ verb to prevent some¬ 
one from moving because of a shock 
transfixed /trasns'fikst/ adj prevented 
from moving because of a shock 
d) transform /traens'foim/ verb to change 
the appearance of someone or something 
completely. Synonym alter 
<D transformation /.traensfo'meiJXojn/ 
noun a complete change of appearance. Syn¬ 
onym alteration 

transformer /trcens'foimo/ noun a device 
for changing the voltage of an alternating 
current 

transgenic /traenz'dgenik/ adj referring 
to an animal or plant with genes from a dif¬ 
ferent species 

transgress /traenz'gres/ verb to go 
against a rule. Synonym misbehave. Ant¬ 
onym behave 

transgression /traenz'grej(3)n/ noun the 
act of transgressing. Synonym wrongdoing 
transient /'traenziont/ adj which will not 
last O Fame for most pop groups is very tran¬ 
sient. Synonym fleeting. Antonym 
permanent 

transistor /traen'zisto/ noun a device 
made of semi-conductors which can control 
the flow of electric current in a circuit 
transit /'transit/ noun the movement of 
passengers or goods on the way to a destina¬ 
tion. Synonym transportation □ in transit 
in the process of being moved from one place 
to another O The police seized the goods 
when they were in transit between London 
and Manchester. 


transition 
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transition /traen'zij(9)n/ noun the process 
of moving from one situation to another 
transitional /trcen'ziJ(3)nol/ adj referring 
to transition □ transitional government 
temporary government between two different 
regimes O The commander-in-chief of the 
army has been appointed head of the transi¬ 
tional government. 

transit lounge /'traensit laund3/ noun a 
waiting room in an airport where passengers 
wait for connecting flights 
transitory /'tr£ensit(o)ri/ adj which does 
not last for long. Synonym fleeting. Ant¬ 
onym permanent 

transit passengers /'traensit 
l paesind33z/ plural noun travellers who are 
changing from one aircraft to another 
transit visa /'traensit ,vi:zo/ noun a visa 
which allows someone to spend a short time 
in one country while travelling to another 
country 

translate /traens'leit/ verb to put written or 
spoken words into another language O Can 
you translate what he said? O He asked his 
secretary to translate the letter from the Ger¬ 
man agent. O She translates mainly from 
Spanish into English, not from English into 
Spanish. 

translation /traens'leiJ(o)n/ noun text 
which has been translated O I read Tolstoy’s 
‘War and Peace ' in translation. O She passed 
the translation of the letter to the accounts 
department. 

translator /traens'leito/ noun a person 
who translates 

translucent /trains'lu:s(o)nt/ adj which 
light can pass through, but which you cannot 
see through clearly 

transmission /trasnz'miJXojn/ noun 1. 
passing of disease from one person to another 
O Patients must be isolated to prevent trans¬ 
mission of the disease to the general public. 

2. a radio or TV broadcast O We interrupt 
this transmission to bring you a news flash. 

3. (in a car) a series of moving parts which 
pass the power from the engine through the 
gearbox and clutch to the axles O There's a 
strange noise coming from the transmission. 
transmit /traenz'mit/ verb 1. to pass a dis¬ 
ease from one person to another o The dis¬ 
ease was transmitted to all the people he 
came into contact with. O The disease is 
transmitted by fleas. 2. to send out a 
programme or a message by radio or TV O 
The message was transmitted to the ship by 
radio. (NOTE: transmitting - transmitted) 
transmitter /traenz'mito/ noun apparatus 
for sending out radio or TV signals 
transparency /traens'pasronsi/ noun 1. 
the quality of being transparent O The trans¬ 
parency of the water allows you to see the 


trap 

coral reefs. 2. being clear when making 
decisions, and being open to the public about 
official actions O The government insists on 
the importance of transparency in all its ac¬ 
tions. 3. a photograph which is printed on 
transparent film so that it can be projected on 
to a screen O Transparency is another name 
for ‘slide'. O Do you want to have prints or 
transparencies? (NOTE: The plural in this 
meaning is transparencies) 
transparent /traens'pasront/ adj 1. which 
you can see through O The meat is wrapped 
in transparent plastic film. 2. which is com¬ 
pletely obvious O His explanation was a 
transparent lie. 3. clear and open about offi¬ 
cial actions O The government insists on the 
importance all its actions being transparent. 
transpire /trasn'spaio/ verb 1 . to become 
obvious O It transpired that she had never 
seen the letter. 2. (of a plant) to lose water 
through the surface of a leaf O In tropical 
rainforests, up to 75% of rainfall will tran¬ 
spire into the atmosphere. 
transplant noun /'trasnsplaint/ 1. the act 
of taking an organ such as the heart, or tissue 
such as a piece of skin, and grafting it onto a 
patient to replace an organ or tissue which is 
diseased or damaged O He had a heart trans¬ 
plant. O The kidney transplant was rejected. 
2. an organ or piece of tissue which is trans¬ 
planted ■ verb /.traens'plaint/1. to move a 
plant from one place to another O You should 
not transplant trees in the summer. 2. to graft 
an organ or piece of tissue onto a patient to 
replace an organ or tissue which diseased or 
damaged O They transplanted a kidney from 
his brother. 

(D transport noun /'traenspoit/ the move¬ 
ment of goods or people in vehicles O Air 
transport is the quickest way to travel from 
one country to another. O Rail transport 
costs are getting lower. O What means of 
transport will you use to get to the hotel? ■ 
verb /traens'poit/ to move goods or people 
from one place to another in a vehicle O The 
company transports millions of tons of goods 
by rail each year. O The visitors will be 
transported to the factory by helicopter. Syn¬ 
onym convey 

(D transportation /.traenspoi'teiJTojn/ 
noun the action or means of moving goods or 
people O The company will provide transpor¬ 
tation to the airport. Synonym transport 
transpose /traens'pouz/ verb to make two 
things change places 

transverse /,tra2nz'v3is/ adj lying across 
something 

transvestite /traenz'vestait/ noun a per¬ 
son who wears the clothes of the opposite 
sex. t drag 

(D trap /traep/ noun 1 . a device to catch an 
animal O We have a mouse in the kitchen so 
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we will put down a trap. 2. a way of catching 
a person by surprise or tricking them 3. an 
impolite word for a mouth □ keep your trap 
shut! don’t say anything 4. a bend in a waste 
pipe which is filled with water, and so stops 
unpleasant smells coming back up the pipe 
from the sewer ■ verb to catch or hold o Sev¬ 
eral people were trapped in the wreckage of 
the plane. O He was trapped on video as he 
tried to burgle the bank. (NOTE: trapping - 
trapped) 

trap door /'trap doi/ noun a door in a 
floor or in a ceiling. Synonym hatch 
trapeze /tro'piiz/ noun a bar which hangs 
like a swing from ropes high up in a circus 
tent, used by acrobats 

trapezium /tro'piiziom/ noun 1. GB a flat 
four-sided geometric shape, where two of the 
sides are parallel and the other two sides are 
not (NOTE: The US term is trapezoid.) 2. 
US a flat four-sided geometric shape, where 
none of the sides are parallel (NOTE: The 
British term is trapezoid.) 
trapezoid /'traepizoid/ C> trapezium 
trapped /traspt/ adj in an awkward situa¬ 
tion and unable to move 
trappings /'traepirjz/ plural noun orna¬ 
ments, clothes and ceremonies which are as¬ 
sociated with a particular position O At the 
end of his time as mayor, he had to give up 
the chain, the chauffeur-driven car and all 
the other trappings of office. O Enjoy all the 
trappings of power while you can - they 
won’t last for ever. 

trash /trasJV noun 1. US useless things O 
Throw out all that trash from her bedroom. 
(NOTE: The British term is rubbish.) 2. 
something of bad quality, e.g. a newspaper ■ 
verb 1. to smash up O someone trashed the 
telephones 2. to min someone’s reputation O 
She wrote an article trashing the pop singer. 
trashcan /'trasjkasn/ noun US a large 
plastic or metal container for household rub¬ 
bish ( informal ) Also called garbage can 
(NOTE: The British term is dustbin.) 
trashy /'traeji/ adj of bad quality 
trauma /'troimo/ noun a mental shock 
caused by a sudden unpleasant experience, 
which was not expected to take place 
traumatic /troi'mastik/ adj which gives a 
sharp and unpleasant shock. Synonym 
shocking 

traumatise /'troimotaiz/, traumatize 

verb to shock someone 
(D travel /'traev(o)l/ noun the action of mov¬ 
ing from one country or place to another O 
Air travel is the only really fast method ofgo¬ 
ing from one country to another. ■ verb to 
move from one country or place to another O 
He travels fifty miles by car to go to work ev¬ 
ery day. O He has travelled across the United 


States several times on his motorbike. O The 
bullet must have travelled several metres be¬ 
fore it hit the wall. Synonym journey (NOTE: 
travelling - travelled. The US spelling is 
traveling - traveled.) 

travel agency /'tr£ev(o)l ,eid 3 onsi/ noun 
an office which arranges tickets and accom¬ 
modation for travellers 
travel agent /'tr£ev(o)l ,eid 3 ont/ noun a 
person or company that arranges tickets and 
accommodation for its customers 
travel insurance /'tr 2 ev(o)l injuorons/ 
noun insurance taken out by a traveller 
against accident, loss of luggage, and illness 
traveller /'tra 2 v(o)lo/ noun 1 . a person who 
travels O travellers on the 9 o ’clock train to 
London O Travellers to France are experi¬ 
encing delays because of the dock strike. 2. a 
person who has no fixed home and who trav¬ 
els around the country O The fields were full 
of hippies and travellers. 3. a salesman, espe¬ 
cially one who travels long distances (dated) 
(NOTE: [all senses] The US spelling is trav¬ 
eler.) 

traveller’s cheque /'tra 2 v(o)loz tjek/ 
noun a cheque which you buy at a bank be¬ 
fore you travel and which you can then use in 
a foreign country (NOTE: The US spelling is 

traveler’s check.) 

travelling /'traev(o)liiy adj who travels 
(NOTE: The US spelling is traveling.) 
travelling companion /'tr£ev(o)lir) 
kom.pasnjon/ noun a person who travels 
with someone 

travelling expenses /'tr£ev(o)lir) ek- 
,spensiz/ noun money spent on travelling 
and hotels for business purposes 
travels /'tra 2 v(o)lz/ plural noun long jour¬ 
neys abroad 

travel sickness /'tr£ev(o)l .siknos/ noun 
sickness caused by the movement of a car, 
aircraft, bus or train (NOTE: no plural in this 
meaning) □ travel sickness pills pills taken 
to prevent travel sickness 
traverse /tro'v3is/ verb to go across. Syn¬ 
onym cross 

travesty /'trasvosti/ noun a ridiculous or 
poor imitation O It’s a travesty of the truth. 
Synonym charade ■ verb to imitate some¬ 
thing in a ridiculous way 
trawl /trail/ noun a long net shaped like a 
bag, pulled behind a trawler to catch fish O A 
trawl is used for fishing in deep waters. ■ 
verb 1 . □ to trawl through something for 
something to search through something for 
something O He spent hours trawling 
through boxes of files until he came to the let¬ 
ter he was looking for. 2. to fish with a trawl 
O They went trawling for herring. 
trawler /'troilo/ noun a fishing boat which 
pulls a net behind it 
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tray /trei/ noun 1. a flat board for carrying 
food, and things like glasses, cups and sau¬ 
cers O He had his lunch on a tray in his bed¬ 
room. O She bumped into a waitress who was 
carrying a tray of glasses. 2. a flat open con¬ 
tainer on a desk for documents which have to 
be dealt with O There was a pile of letters in 
my tray when I returned to work. 
treacherous /'tretjoros/ adv 1. danger¬ 
ous O There are treacherous reefs just off¬ 
shore. O Black ice is making the roads very 
treacherous. 2. not to be trusted O He was 
shot by a treacherous bodyguard. O His 
treacherous behaviour led to the downfall of 
the minister. 

treachery /'tretjori/ noun the act of be¬ 
traying or of being a traitor to your country, 
friends, etc. Synonym deceit. Antonym loy¬ 
alty (NOTE: no plural: for the plural say acts 
of treachery) 

treacle /'tri:k(o)l/ noun a thick dark-brown 
liquid produced when sugar is being refined 
O You can use treacle in Christmas cakes 
and Christmas puddings. (NOTE: The US 

term is molasses.) 

tread /tred/ noun 1. the top part of a stair or 
step which you stand on O The carpet on the 
bottom tread is loose. O Metal treads are 
noisy. 2. a pattern of lines cut into the surface 
of a tyre O You need to change your tyres - 
the tread’s worn. 3. a way of walking O He 
walked up to the door with a firm tread. ■ 
verb to step or to walk o She trod on my toe 
and didn’t say she was sorry. O Watch where 
you ’re treading - there's broken glass on the 
floor. □ to tread on someone’s toes to of¬ 
fend someone □ to tread water to move your 
legs in water as if walking, so as to keep 
upright 

treadmill /'tredmil/ noun 1. a device 
turned by animals as they walk around a cir¬ 
cular path or inside a large wheel O Our pet 
hamster often uses the treadmill in his cage. 

2. dull work which has to be done every day 
O His wife complains that her life is a boring 
treadmill of cooking, cleaning and washing. 

3. an exercise machine with a moving belt on 
which you walk or jog without actually mov¬ 
ing forward O After ten minutes on the tread¬ 
mill I’m ready for the jacuzzi. 

treason /'tri:z(9)n/ noun the crime of be¬ 
traying your country, by giving your coun¬ 
try’s secrets to the enemy or by helping the 
enemy during wartime. Synonym sedition. 
Antonym patriotism 

treasure /'tre^l noun 1. jewels, gold, or 
other valuable things O They are diving in the 
Caribbean looking for pirates ’ treasure. O 
the treasures in the British Museum □ buried 
treasure gold, silver or jewels which some¬ 
one has hidden, t treasures 2. a person who 
is very useful or important to you ■ verb to 


value something O I treasure the calm life of 
the fishing village where I live. O She trea¬ 
sures her three cats and wouldn’t part with 
them for anything. Synonym cherish 
treasure hunt /'tre39 hAnt/ noun a game 
where clues lead you from place to place un¬ 
til you come to a hidden prize 
treasurer /'tre 3 oro/ noun 1. a person who 
looks after the money of a club, society or 
other organisation O Please send your sub¬ 
scriptions to the treasurer by May 1st. 2. (in 
Australia) the minister of finance 
treasures /'tre 3 oz/ plural noun valuable 
things in a museum 

CD treat /tri:t/ noun a special thing which 
gives pleasure O It’s always a treat to sit 
down quietly at home after a hard day in the 
shop. □ a treat in store a special pleasant ex¬ 
perience in the future O If you’ve never seen 
this film before you’ve got a treat in store. □ 
this is our treat we are paying the bill ■ 
verb 1. to deal with someone or something o 
She was badly treated by her uncle. O It you 
treat the staff well they will work well. O He 
didn’t treat my suggestion seriously. 2. □ to 
treat someone to something to give some¬ 
one a special meal or outing as a gift O Come 
along - I'll treat you all to ice creams! 3. to 
give medical help to a sick or injured person 
O After the accident some of the passengers 
had to be treated in hospital for cuts and 
bruises. O She is being treated for rheuma¬ 
tism. 4. to process in some way to make safe 
or to protect O Sewage is treated in the coun¬ 
cil sewage works. O The wood has been 
treated to make it resistant to rot. 
treatise /'triitiz/ noun a long piece of for¬ 
mal writing on a specialised subject. Syn¬ 
onym dissertation 

(D treatment /'triitmont/ noun 1. a way of 
behaving towards something or someone O 
The report criticised the treatment of prison¬ 
ers in the jail. O What sort of treatment did 
you get at school? O We got VIP treatment 
when we visited China. 2. a way of looking 
after a sick or injured person O He is having 
a course of heat treatment. O The treatment 
for skin cancer is very painful. 
treaty /'triiti/ noun 1. a written legal agree¬ 
ment between two or more countries O The 
treaty was signed in 1845. O Countries are 
negotiating a treaty to ban nuclear weapons. 
2. a legal agreement between individual per¬ 
sons □ to sell a house by private treaty to 
sell by an agreement between the seller and 
the purchaser, and not by auction 
treble /'treb(o)l/ noun 1. a boy’s 
high-pitched soprano voice O The treble solo 
rose above the sound of the basses. 2. a boy 
who sings with a soprano voice O The tenors 
start the hymn, followed by the trebles. 3. a 
high-pitched musical instrument O The 
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school has six recorders: two bass, two ten¬ 
ors and two trebles. 4. a thing which gives 
three times as many points O He hit the inner 
ring on the dart board and scored a treble. ■ 
adj 1. referring to a high-pitched voice or 
music O The treble part of the piece is to be 
sung by boy sopranos. | clef 2. three times as 
large O Their garden is treble the size of 
ours. ■ adv three times as much O A dart in 
the inner ring counts treble. ■ verb to in¬ 
crease by three times O The council is plan¬ 
ning to treble the amount it spends on 
education. O The value of our house has tre¬ 
bled in the last fifteen years. 
treble clef /,treb(9)l 'kief/ noun a musical 
sign showing that the notes are in a high 
range 

® tree /tri:/ noun a very large plant, with a 
thick trunk, branches and leaves O The cat 
climbed up an apple tree and couldn't get 
down. O In autumn, the leaves on the trees in 
the park turn brown and red. O He was shel¬ 
tering under a tree and was struck by 
lightning. 

treetops /'triitops/ plural noun the tops of 
trees 

trek /trek/ noun a long hard journey o It’s 
quite a trek to the centre of town from here. ■ 
verb to make a long hard journey o They 
trekked across the desert in search of water. 
Synonym hike (NOTE: trekking - trekked) 
trellis /'trelis/ noun a frame of 
criss-crossed pieces of light wood, used for 
plants to climb up. Synonym lattice 
tremble /'trembol/ noun a shaking move¬ 
ment O There was a tremble in her voice. ■ 
verb to shake because you are cold or afraid, 
or worried by something o She was trem¬ 
bling with cold. O I tremble at the thought of 
how much the meal will cost. Synonym 
shiver 

<D tremendous /tri'mendos/ adj 1. very 
big O There was a tremendous explosion and 
all the lights went out. O There’s tremendous 
excitement here in Trafalgar Square as we 
wait for the election result. 2. wonderful O It 
would be absolutely tremendous if you won. 
O Her birthday party was tremendous fun. 
Synonym enormous 

tremendously /tri'mendosli/ adv greatly 
or extremely. Synonym very. Antonym 
slightly 

tremor /'tremo/ noun a slight shaking o 
They noticed a tremor in her hands. 
trench /trentJ7 noun 1. a long narrow ditch 
O They dug trenches for drainage round the 
camp. O He fought in the trenches during the 
First World War. 2. a deep valley at the bot¬ 
tom of an ocean O At more than 10,000m 
deep, the Mariana Trench in the Pacific is 
the deepest place on the surface of the Earth. 
(NOTE: The plural is trenches.) 


(D trend /trend/ noun a general tendency o 
There is a trend away from old-established 
food stores. O The government studies eco¬ 
nomic trends to decide whether to raise taxes 
or not. 

trendsetter /'trendseto/ noun a person 
who sets the fashion. Synonym innovator 
trendy /'trendi/ ( informal) adj very fash¬ 
ionable O She ’s always wearing the trendiest 
clothes. O It's trendy nowadays to care about 
the environment. (NOTE: trendier - trendi¬ 
est) ■ noun a person who follows the latest 
fashion O It’s the restaurant all the trendies 
go to. (NOTE: The plural is trendies.) 
trepidation /,trepi'deij*(3)n/ noun ner¬ 
vous worry. Synonym fear. Antonym 
equanimity 

trespass /'trespos/ noun going onto some¬ 
one’s land or property without permission O 
The farmer accused him of trespass. ■ verb 
□ to trespass on property to go onto prop¬ 
erty without the owner’s permission O The 
farmer accused him of trespassing on his 
land. 

trespasser /'trespass/ noun a person who 
trespasses on someone else’s land. Synonym 

intruder 

(D trial /'traial/ noun 1. a court case held be¬ 
fore a judge O The trial will be heard next 
week. □ to stand trial, to be on trial to ap¬ 
pear in court O She stood trial, accused of 
murder. O He’s on trial for theft. 2. the act of 
testing something O The new model is under¬ 
going its final trials. □ on trial being tested 
to see if it is acceptable o The system is still 
on trial. □ trial and error testing and reject¬ 
ing various things until you find the one 
which works, so learning from mistakes O 
We found out the best way of working was 
simply by trial and error. 3. a game played to 
select the best players for a team O Trials to 
select the England Rugby team will be held 
this weekend. 

trial period /,traiol 'piariad/ noun time 
when a customer can test a product before 
buying it 

trial run /,traiol 'rAn/ noun a test of some¬ 
thing which is new to see how good it is 
<D triangle /'traiasrjgol/ noun 1. a shape 
with three sides and three angles O The end 
of the roof is shaped like a triangle. 2. a per¬ 
cussion instrument made of a metal rod bent 
into the shape of a triangle which you play by 
hitting it with a little metal bar O Playing the 
triangle is not as easy as it looks. 
triangular /trai'aerjgjulo/ adj shaped like a 
triangle 

triathlon /trai'aeOlon/ noun an Olympic 
endurance sport in which competitors must 
complete a 1,500-metre swim, then cycle 40 
kilometres and finally run 10,000 metres 
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tribal /'traib(o)l/ adj referring to tribes. 
Synonym ethnic 

tribe /traib/ noun 1. a group of people with 
the same race, language and customs O She 
went into the jungle to study the jungle tribes. 
2. a large family group O They came with all 
their tribe of children. 

tribunal /trai'bju:n(9)l/ noun a specialist 
court outside the main judicial system which 
examines special problems and makes 
judgements 

tributary /'tribjut(3)ri/ noun 1. a stream or 
river which flows into a larger river O The 
Mole is one of the tributaries of the Thames. 
2. a person who pays tribute to a ruler O Trib¬ 
utaries came to the emperor with their gifts. 
(NOTE: The plural is tributaries.) ■ adj who 
pays tribute to a ruler ( formal ) O Envoys from 
tributary states came to the emperor with 
their gifts. 

tribute /'tribjuit/ noun 1. words or gifts to 
show respect to someone, especially some¬ 
one who has died O Tributes to the dead 
president have been received from all over 
the world. 2. □ to pay tribute to to praise O 
Speaker after speaker paid tribute to her 
work for charity. 

tribute band /'tribjuit baend/ noun a mu¬ 
sical group that tries to look and sound like 
and performs songs and music made popular 
by a famous predecessor 
(D trick /trik/ noun 1. a clever act to deceive 
or confuse someone O The recorded sound of 
barking is just a trick to make burglars think 
there is a dog in the house. □ to play a trick 
on someone to deceive or confuse someone 
O He played a mean trick on his sister. O My 
memory seems to be playing tricks on me. □ 
that should do the trick that should do what 
we want to be done ( informal ) o ‘There, that 
should do the trick ’ he said as he tightened 
the last nut. 2. a round of a card game O She 
trumped his ace and won the trick. } hat 
trick ■ adj which deceives o Trick photogra¬ 
phy makes a tiny insect look like a giant mon¬ 
ster. Synonym fake ■ verb to deceive 
someone O We’ve been tricked, there’s noth¬ 
ing in the box. □ to trick someone into do¬ 
ing something to make someone do 
something which they did not mean to do by 
means of a trick O He tricked the old lady 
into giving him all her money. □ to trick 
someone out of something to get someone 
to lose something by a trick O She tricked the 
bank out of £100,000. 

trickery /'trikori/ noun deceiving by using 
tricks 

trickle /'trik(o)l/ noun 1. a small flow of 
water, or other liquid such as blood O In the 
summer the stream dries up to a trickle. 2. a 
small amount of something like letters or in¬ 
formation O A trickle of applications came in 


trilogy 

after our advertisement. ■ verb 1. to flow 
gently O Water trickled out of the cave. 2. to 
come in small numbers O Orders still came 
trickling in two months after the ad appeared 
on TV. 

trick or treat /.trik o: 'triit/ noun a chil¬ 
dren’s game at Halloween, where children 
dress up and visit houses asking for fruit, 
sweets or other treats otherwise they will do 
something naughty 

trick question /trik 'kwestjon/ noun a 
question which is intended to deceive people 
trickster /'triksto/ noun someone who 
cheats people 

(D tricky /'triki/ adj 1. difficult to do o 
Getting the wire through the little hole is 
quite tricky. 2. who cannot be trusted O He’s 
a tricky individual. (NOTE: trickier - 
trickiest) 

tricycle /'traisik(o)l/ noun a vehicle like a 
bicycle with three wheels, two at the back 
and one at the front (NOTE: often called a 

trike) 

tried /traid/, tries /traiz/ 1 > try 
trifle /'traif(o)l/ noun 1. a pudding made of 
cake or biscuits with jelly, jam, fruit, sherry 
and cream O Do you want chocolate pudding 
or trifle for dessert? 2. a small thing which is 
not important (literary) o The president does 
not bother himself with trifles. 3. □ a trifle a 
little ( formal ) o She was a trifle bothered by 
the letter. ■ verb □ to trifle with someone 
not to treat someone seriously O I wouldn ’t 
trifle with that gang if I were you. O He's a 
dangerous opponent and certainly not some¬ 
one to be trifled with. 

trifling /'traiflig/ adj unimportant. Syn¬ 
onym trivial. Antonym significant 

trigger /'trigs/ noun a little lever which 
you pull to fire a gun O He pointed the gun at 
her and pulled the trigger. ■ verb □ to trig¬ 
ger something (off) to start something hap¬ 
pening O The police are afraid the 
demonstration may trigger off a full-scale 
riot. O The explosion was triggered by a 
spark. 

trike /traik/ noun same as tricycle (infor¬ 
mal) 

trill /tnl/ noun 1 . a warbling song like a bird 
2. (in music) two notes rapidly repeated ■ 
verb to sing like a bird. Synonym warble 
trillion /'triljon/ noun one million millions 
(informal ) (NOTE: British English now has 
the same meaning as American English; 
formerly in British English it meant one mil¬ 
lion million millions, and it is still sometimes 
used with this meaning.) 
trilogy /'tril3d3i/ noun a novel or play in 
three separate parts which are linked together 
(NOTE: The plural is trilogies.) 
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trim /trim/ noun 1. being fit o He’s in very 
good trim after a week at the health farm. 2. 
the cutting of your hair, a plant, etc. O He 
went to the barber’s for a trim. O Can you 
give my beard a trim, please? 3. a decoration 
on a car, a piece of clothing, etc. O The car is 
white with a dark blue trim. ■ adj 1. tidy, cut 
short O She always keeps her hedges trim. 2. 
slim and fit O He keeps himself trim by going 
for a long walk every day. (NOTE: trimmer - 
trimmest) ■ verb 1. to cut something to 
make it tidy O Ask the hairdresser to trim 
your beard. 2. to cut back; to reduce O to 
trim expenditure 3. to decorate O She wore a 
white blazer trimmed with blue. (NOTE: trim¬ 
ming - trimmed) 

trimmer /'trims/ noun a device which 
trims 

trimmings /'trimigz/ plural noun 1. an or¬ 
nament such as braid or lace, added to deco¬ 
rate something O She wore a white blazer 
with blue trimmings. 2. the usual sauces and 
vegetables which go with a dish O roast tur¬ 
key with all the trimmings 
trinket /'tripkit/ noun a cheap ornament 
trio /'triisu/ noun 1. a group of three peo¬ 
ple, especially a group of three musicians 2. a 
piece of music for three instruments O Mo¬ 
zart’s trio for piano, clarinet and viola 
(NOTE: The plural is trios.) 

<D trip /trip/ noun 1. a short journey o Our 
trip to Paris was cancelled. O We ’re going 
on a trip to the seaside. 2. a sensation experi¬ 
enced after taking drugs (slang) o She had a 
bad trip. ■ verb to catch your foot in some¬ 
thing so that you stagger and fall down O She 
tripped as she was coming out of the kitchen 
with a tray of food. (NOTE: tripping - 
tripped) 

tripartite /trai'paitait/ adj with three parts 
or between three countries 
triple /'trip(o)l/ adj with three parts o He 
had a triple heart bypass. O The three broth¬ 
ers are marrying three sisters in a triple wed¬ 
ding. ■ verb to become three times as large; 
to make something three times as large O 
Output has tripled over the last year. O 
We’ve tripled the number of visitors to the 
museum since we reduced the entrance fee. 
Synonym treble. Antonym reduce 
triplicate /'tnplikot/ noun □ in triplicate 
with an original and two copies O All these 
forms have to be filled in in triplicate. 
tripod /'traipod/ noun a stand with three 
legs 

trip over /.trip 'ouvo/ verb 1. to catch your 
foot in something so that you stagger and fall 
O She was running away from him when she 
tripped over and fell down. 2. □ to trip over 
something to catch your foot in something so 
that you stagger and fall O She tripped over 
the wire and fell down the stairs. 


troop 

trip up /.trip Ap/ verb 1. □ to trip some¬ 
one up to make someone fall down O She put 
her foot out and deliberately tripped the 
waiter up. 2. to make a silly mistake O We 
tripped up badly in not inviting her to the 
party. □ to trip someone up to force some¬ 
one to make a mistake O He tried to trip me 
up by asking a question on a completely dif¬ 
ferent subject. 

trite /trait/ adj very ordinary and unexciting 
or used too often. Synonym commonplace 
(D triumph /'traiAmf/ noun a great victory 
or great achievement O They scored a tri¬ 
umph in their game against the French. O 
The bridge is a triumph of modern engineer¬ 
ing. □ in triumph celebrating a great victory 
O After the battle the army entered the city in 
triumph. ■ verb 1. to win a victory or to 
achieve something O She triumphed in the 
800 metres. 2. □ to triumph over something 
to be successful in spite of difficulties which 
could have stopped you O He triumphed over 
his disabilities to become world champion. □ 
to triumph over someone to win a victory 
over someone O Our local team triumphed 
over their old rivals. 

triumphal /trai'Amf(9)l/ adj referring to 
triumph. Synonym ceremonial 
triumphant /trai'Amfont/ adj victorious 
or happy because you have won 
triumphantly /trai'Amfontli/ adv in a tri¬ 
umphant way 

trivia /'trivia/ noun details which are not 
important 

trivial /'trivial/ adj not important. Synonym 

unimportant. Antonym crucial 
trivialise /'trivialaiz/, trivialize verb to 
make something trivial. Synonym play 
down 

triviality /.trivi'seliti/ noun 1. being unim¬ 
portant O The triviality of her complaint 
meant that it was passed to a junior clerk to 
deal with. 2. an unimportant detail O I don’t 
have time to deal with trivialities. 
trod /trad/, trodden /'trad(a)n/ 0 tread 
(D trolley /'trali/ noun 1. a small cart on 
wheels O They put the piano onto a trolley to 
move it out of the house. 2. US a tram 
trombone /tram'baun/ noun a brass musi¬ 
cal instrument like a large trumpet, where 
different notes are made by sliding a tube in 
or out 

(D troop /truip/ noun a large group of peo¬ 
ple O She took a troop of schoolchildren to 
visit the museum, t troops (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with troupe.) ■ verb to go all to¬ 
gether in a group O After the play the whole 
cast trooped off to the local restaurant. O All 
the students trooped into the hall. ■ adj refer¬ 
ring to soldiers 
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troops 

troops /truips/ plural noun soldiers o En¬ 
emy troops occupied the town. 
trophy /'troufi/ noun 1. a prize given for 
winning a competition O His mantelpiece is 
full of trophies which he won at golf O Our 
team carried off the trophy for the third year 
in a row. 2. a reminder of victory in a battle 
O They kept the enemy flags as trophies. 
(NOTE: The plural is trophies.) 
tropic /'trDpik/ noun □ Tropic of Cancer 
the parallel running round the earth at lati¬ 
tude 23°28N □ Tropic of Capricorn the par¬ 
allel running round the earth at latitude 
23°28S 

(D tropical /'trDpik(3)l/ adj 1 . referring to 
hot countries O In tropical countries it is al¬ 
ways hot. □ tropical storm a violent storm 
occurring in the tropics 2. □ tropical fish 
brightly coloured little fish coming from hot 
countries O I’m going to the library to find 
out how to look after tropical fish. 
d> trot /trot/ noun 1. the action of running 
with short regular steps, like a horse does O 
Let’s start today’s exercises with a short trot 
round the football field. □ at a trot running 
steadily O Every morning he runs round the 
block of flats at a gentle trot. □ to break into 
a trot to start to run O As the children turned 
the corner and saw the ice-cream van, they 
broke into a trot. 2. □ on the trot one after 
the other ( informal ) o If we have to play six 
matches on the trot, we ’re bound to lose the 
last one because we ’ll be too tired. O It is a 
scandal how junior hospital doctors are 
sometimes kept working for over sixteen 
hours on the trot. □ to be on the trot to work 
without stopping ( informal ) o It’s 5pm and 
she’s been on the trot since 6 o’clock this 
morning - she must be dead tired. ■ verb 1. 
to run with short regular steps O We’ve got 
no butter left, so I’ll trot off to the shop to buy 
some. O She trotted down the path to meet us. 
2. □ to trot out to say the same thing again 
( informal ) o I’m tired of hearing the govern¬ 
ment trot out the same old excuse time and 
time again. O She trotted out the stock argu¬ 
ment about higher salaries leading to fewer 
jobs. 

® trouble /'trAb(3)l/ noun 1. problems or 
worries O The trouble with old cars is that 
sometimes they don’t start. O The children 
were no trouble at all. O We are having some 
computer trouble or some trouble with the 
computer. □ it’s asking for trouble it is 
likely to cause problems O If you don’t take 
out insurance, it’s just asking for trouble. □ 
it’s no trouble it is easy to do, it won’t cause 
any problems O Looking after your cat is no 
trouble - I like animals. 2. □ to get into 
trouble to start to have problems with some¬ 
one in authority O He and his friends got into 
trouble with the police. ■ verb 1 . to cause in¬ 


convenience O Can I trouble you for a light? 
O I’m sorry to have to trouble you with this, 
but I don’t know how to switch my computer 
off. 2. to make someone worried O I can see 
that there’s something troubling him but I 
don’t know what it is. 3. to make an extra ef¬ 
fort to do something □ not to trouble to do 
something to make no effort to do something 
O He didn’t even trouble to thank us for our 
gift. O They didn't trouble to tell us they were 
going to cut down the tree. O to get some¬ 
one into trouble 1 . to make someone be ac¬ 
cused of doing something wrong O She got 
her best friend into trouble. 2. to make some¬ 
one pregnant 

troubled /'trAb(3)ld/ adj 1. where there are 
problems O He comes from a troubled family 
background. O We live in troubled times. 2. 
worried O He has a troubled look on his face. 
O They seem troubled but I don’t know why. 
troublemaker /'trAb(3)lmeik3/ noun a 
person who causes problems for other people 
troubleshooter /'trAb(3)lJu:t3/ noun a 
person who you ask to sort out problems for 
you 

troubleshooting /'trAb(3)lJuitig/ noun 
sorting out problems, in business or in 
technology 

troublesome /'trAb(9)ls(3)m/ adj which 
causes trouble or which is annoying 
trouble spot /'trAb(3)l spot/ noun a place 
where trouble, especially political unrest or 
violence, occurs 

trough /trof/ noun 1 . a long narrow open 
container for food or water for farm animals 
O The pigs were so greedy for their food, 
some of them even got into the trough. □ to 
have your snout in the trough to get rich on 
government money (informal) o All these 
European officials have their snouts in the 
trough. 2. a low point between two high 
points on a graph O The graph shows the 
peaks and troughs of pollution over the last 
month. 3. a low point in an economic cycle O 
The government is trying to get the economy 
out of its current trough. 4. an area of low 
pressure with cold air in it O A trough of low 
pressure is approaching from the west. 5. a 
low part of the sea between two waves o The 
waves were so high that the boat seemed to 
disappear in the troughs. 
trounce /trauns/ verb to defeat completely 
troupe /truip/ noun a group of actors or 
other performers who perform together. Syn¬ 
onym company (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
troop.) 

@ trousers /'trauzsz/ plural noun clothes 
which cover your body from the waist down, 
each leg separately O He tore his trousers 
climbing over the fence. O She was wearing a 
red jumper and grey trousers. O He bought 
two pairs of trousers in the sale. □ who 
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wears the trousers in that family? who 

makes the decisions in the family? ( informal ) 
trout /traut/ noun a type of edible freshwa¬ 
ter fish 

trowel /'trauol/ noun a hand tool, like a 
large spoon, used in gardening 
truancy /'truionsi/ noun the action of not 
going to school when you should 
truant /'truiont/ noun □ to play truant not 
to go to school when you should O They did- 
n’t go to school, but played truant and went 
fishing instead. 

truce /truis/ noun agreement between two 
armies or enemies to stop fighting for a time. 
Synonym ceasefire 

©truck /trAk / noun a goods vehicle for car¬ 
rying heavy loads ( informal ) o Trucks thun¬ 
dered past the house all night. O They loaded 
the truck with bricks. (NOTE: Another British 
term is lorry.) ■ verb to transport something 
in a truck O They trucked supplies to the refu¬ 
gees in the mountains. 

© truck driver /'trAk .draivo/, trucker 
/'trAko/ noun a person who drives a truck 
(NOTE: Another British term is lorry driver.) 
truckload /'trAkloud/ noun an amount car¬ 
ried in a truck (NOTE: Another British term is 
lorryload.) 

trudge /tr\d^l noun a long and tiring walk 
O It was a long trudge back to camp through 
the mud. Synonym slog ■ verb to walk 
slowly with heavy footsteps o The defeated 
army trudged back through the snow. O He 
missed the bus and had to trudge to the vil¬ 
lage to get some milk. 

© true /tru:/ adj 1 . correct or right o What 
he says is simply not true. O It’s quite true 
that she comes from Scotland. O Is it true that 
he’s been married twice? | truth 2. faithful 
or firm O an expression of true love O She’s a 
true friend. □ true to life very realistic 3. 
correctly adjusted 4. adjusted so that it is 
level O You must make sure the panels are 
perfectly true before you start fitting them. □ 
out of true not level ■ adv correctly □ to 
come true to happen as was predicted o Her 
forecast of bad storms came true. □ the 
wheel wasn’t running true wasn’t turning 
straight 

true north /,tru: 'no:0/ noun north towards 
the North Pole, and not the magnetic north 
truffle /'trAf(o)l/ noun 1. a type of round 
black edible fungus found under the earth 
near trees O Specially trained pigs are 
trained to sniff out the best truffles. 2. a soft 
sweet made of chocolate, often flavoured 
with rum O We bought our hosts a bottle of 
wine and a box of chocolate truffles. 

© truly /'truili/ adv 1. really o He truly be¬ 
lieves that was what happened. O I’m truly 
grateful for all your help. O Do you love me, 


really and truly? 2. □ Yours truly, Truly 
yours US words written at the end of a 
slightly formal letter 

trump /trAmp/ noun 1. (in card games) a 
suit which is chosen to have a higher value 
than the other suits O Hearts are trumps. O 
She wondered if she should play a trump. 2. 
□ to turn up trumps to be very generous or 
helpful ( informal) o When my car wouldn ’t 
start, my neighbour turned up trumps and 
gave me a lift to the station. ■ verb □ to 
trump a card to play a card of the suit which 
is trumps, and so win O She trumped his ace 
and won the trick. 

trump card /'trAmp ka:d/ noun an advan¬ 
tage which is kept ready for use in an 
emergency 

trumped-up charge /.trAmpt ap 
' tja:d3/ noun a charge which is based on 
false information, or on information which 
has been invented 

trumpet /'trAmpit/ noun 1. a brass musical 
instrument with three pistons which are 
worked by pressing down on keys O He plays 
the trumpet in the school orchestra. O She 
practises the trumpet in the evenings. 2. □ to 
blow your own trumpet to boast about what 
you have done ( informal ) o He’s always 
blowing his own trumpet. 
truncated /trArj'keitid/ adj cut off or 
shortened ( formal) 

truncheon /'tr Ant Jon/ noun a short, thick 
stick used by policemen as a weapon □ to 
draw your truncheon to pull your truncheon 
out of its holder, ready for use O The police 
drew their truncheons as they came close to 
the barricade. 

trundle /'trAnd(o)l/ verb to push or roll 
along something heavy or to move in a heavy 
way 

© trunk /trApk/ noun 1. the thick stem of a 
tree O Ivy was climbing up the trunk of the 
oak tree. 2. an elephant’s long nose 3. the 
main part of a person’s body 4. a large box 
for storing or sending clothes O They sent a 
trunk of clothes in advance to the new house. 
5. US a space at the back of a car, where you 
put luggage O They stowed the boxes in the 
trunk. (NOTE: The British term is boot.) 
trunk road /'trArjk roud/ noun a main road 
trunks /trArjks/ plural noun shorts worn by 
a man when swimming 
truss /trAs/ noun 1. a bundle of straw or 
fruit O a truss of tomatoes 2. a beam holding 
up a bridge or a roof 3. a belt to support a 
hernia (NOTE: The plural is trusses.) ■ verb 
1. to tie up straw into bundles 2. □ to truss 
up to tie up O The prisoners were trussed up. 
© trust /trASt/ noun 1. a belief that some¬ 
thing will work well or that someone will do 
something O Don’t put too much trust in his 
navigating skills. □ to take something on 


trustee 


930 


trust to take something without looking to 
see if it is all right O We took his statement on 
trust. 2. a legal arrangement to pass valuables 
or money to someone to look after O He left 
his property in trust for his grandchildren. 3. 
a company which manages money for its cli¬ 
ents ■ verb 1. to be sure of someone, to be 
confident that someone is reliable O You can 
trust his instructions - he knows a lot about 
computers. O I wouldn’t trust him farther 
than I could kick him. 2. □ trust you to it is 
typical of you to ( informal ) o Trust him to be 
late! O Trust them to forget to bring the food! 
3. to hope or to believe O I trust she will not 
get lost. 4. □ to trust someone with some¬ 
thing to give something to someone to look 
after O Can she be trusted with all that cash? 
trustee /trA'sti:/ noun a person who ad¬ 
ministers a trust or who directs a charity or 
other public institution 
trust fund /'trASt fAnd/ noun an invest¬ 
ment fund which is managed on behalf of an¬ 
other person 

trustworthiness /'trAstw3:dinos/ noun 
being trustworthy. Synonym honesty. Ant¬ 
onym dishonesty 

trustworthy /'trAStW3idi/ adj who can be 
depended upon. Synonym dependable 
trusty /'trASti/ adj dependable 
® truth /tru:0/ noun being true; a true story 
O Do you think he is telling the truth? O The 
police are trying to work out the truth about 
what happened. O I don’t think there is any 
truth in his story. | home truths. Synonym 
fact 

truthful /'tru:0f(3)l/ adj 1. who always tells 
the truth O She's a very truthful child. 2. giv¬ 
ing true facts O To be truthful, I’m not quite 
sure where we are. O The young man gave a 
truthful account of what happened. 
truthfully /'tru:0f(o)li/ adv in a truthful 
way. Synonym honestly. Antonym 
dishonestly 

(D try /trai/ noun 1. an attempt, making an 
effort to do something O She’s going to have 
a try at water skiing. O He had two tries be¬ 
fore he passed his driving test. □ let’s give it 
a try let’s see if it works 2. a goal scored in 
rugby o They scored two tries. (NOTE: The 
plural is tries.) ■ verb 1. to make an effort to 
do something O The burglar tried to climb up 
the tree. O Don’t try to ride a motorbike if 
you’ve never ridden one before. O Why don’t 
you try to get a ticket yourself? 2. to test or to 
see if something is good O You must try one 
of my mother’s cakes. O I tried the new tooth¬ 
paste and I didn’t like the taste. O Have you 
ever tried eating cheese with fruit? 3. to hear 
a civil or criminal case in court O The case 
will be tried by a judge and jury. (NOTE: try¬ 
ing -tried) 


tucker 

trying /'trang/ adj annoying and difficult to 

deal with. Antonym soothing 

try on /,trai 'on/ verb 1. to put on a piece of 

clothing to see if it fits O You must tty the 

trousers on before you buy them. O Did you 

try on the shoes at the shop? 2. □ to try it on 

to try to trick someone (informal) o Don’t 

believe him - he’s just trying it on. 

try out /,trai 'aut/ verb to test something, 

to see if it is good 

tsp. abbr teaspoon 

tub /t\b/ noun 1. a round wooden container 
O There’s a tub of daffodils by their front 
door. 2. a small, round cardboard box for ice 
cream O Girls went round the audience dur¬ 
ing the interval, selling small tubs of ice 
cream. O Our kids prefer ice cream cones to 
tubs. 3. a bath O The children splashed so 
much in the tub that the bathroom floor was 
awash. 4. an old ship O The tramp steamer 
was a rusty old tub which was ready to be 
scrapped. 

tuba /'tj u:bo/ noun a large bass brass 
instrument 

tubby /'tAbi/ adj short and fat ( informal) 
Antonym skinny (NOTE: tubbier - 
tubbiest) 

(D tube /tju:b/ noun 1. a long pipe for carry¬ 
ing liquids or gas O He was lying in a hospi¬ 
tal bed with tubes coming out of his nose and 
mouth. O Air flows down this tube to the face 
mask. 2. a soft container with a screw top, 
which contains substances like handcream or 
toothpaste O I forgot to pack a tube of tooth¬ 
paste. O I need a tube of glue to mend the 
cup. O She bought a tube of mustard. 3. (in 
London ) the underground railway system o 
It’s quicker to take the tube to Oxford Circus 
than to go by bus. O You ’ll have to go by bus 
because there’s a tube strike. (NOTE: The US 
term is subway.) 4. (in Australia) a can of 
beer 

tuber /'tjuibo/ noun a fat part of an under¬ 
ground root or stem which has buds from 
which new shoots grow 
tubing /'tjuibir)/ noun tubes in general 
(NOTE: no plural) 

tubular /'tjuibjulo/ adj 1. shaped like a 
tube O She wore a tubular pink skirt. 2. made 
of tubes O The house is furnished with tubu¬ 
lar steel chairs from the 1930s. 

TUC abbr Trades Union Congress 
tuck /tAk/ noun a little fold in a piece of 
cloth O I put a tuck in the shirt to make it fit 
better round the waist. ■ verb to put into a 
narrow or small place O The shop is tucked 
away down a little lane. O I offered him a 
£10 note, which he tucked away into his shirt 
pocket. 

tucker /'tAko/ noun (in Australia) food (in¬ 
formal) 


tuck in 


931 


tunnel 


tuck in /,tAk 'in/ verb 1. to fold something 
around and push the ends in O She tucked the 
blanket in around the baby or she tucked the 
baby in. O He tucked his trousers into his 
boots. 2. to start eating enthusiastically O 
Come on, the food’s ready, everyone can tuck 
in. O After our long walk we all tucked in to a 
huge lunch. 

tuck shop /'tAk Jbp/ noun a shop attached 
to a school, selling sweets, chocolate and 
drinks (dated) 

tuck up /,tAk 'Ap / verb □ to tuck someone 
up in bed to push the edge of the bedclothes 
around someone to keep them warm O By 
eight o ’clock the children were all tucked up 
in bed. 

Tudor /'tjuido/ adj referring to the time of 
Henry VII, Henry VTII, Edward VI, Mary I 
and Elizabeth I in the later fifteenth century 
and the sixteenth centuries (NOTE: Although, 
strictly speaking, Elizabeth I was a Tudor 
monarch, the adjective used to refer to her 
period is usually Elizabethan.) 

Tues. abbr Tuesday 

<D Tuesday /'tjuizdei/ noun the second 
day of the week, the day between Monday 
and Wednesday OI saw him in the office last 
Tuesday. O The club always meets on Tues¬ 
days. O Shall we meet next Tuesday evening? 
O Today is Tuesday, April 30th. O The 15th is 
a Monday, so the 16th must be a Tuesday. O 
We went to the cinema last Tuesday. 
tuft /tAft/ noun a small bunch of something 
like grass or feathers. Synonym clump 
tug /tAg/ noun 1. a sudden pull o He felt a 
tug on the line - he had caught a fish! 2. a 
powerful boat which pulls other boats O Two 
tugs helped the liner get into the harbour. ■ 
verb to pull hard O He tugged on the rope 
and a bell rang. (NOTE: tugging - tugged) 
tugboat /'tAgbout/ noun a powerful boat 
which pulls other boats 
tug-of-war /,tAg ov 'wo:/ noun 1. a com¬ 
petition in which two teams pull against each 
other on a rope O There will be a tug-of-war 
between teams from the two village pubs. 2. 
bitter struggle between two sides o After the 
divorce the children were caught in a 
tug-of-war between their parents. 

(D tuition /tju'iJ(o)n/ noun the teaching of 
students 

tulip /'tjuilip/ noun a common spring bulb 
with flowers in brilliant colours, shaped like 
cups 

tumble /'tAmbol/ verb to fall o He tumbled 
down the stairs head first. O She arrived 
home late after the party and just tumbled 
into bed. ■ noun a fall o She took a tumble 
on the ski slopes. 


tumbler /'tAmblo/ noun a glass with a flat 
base and straight sides, used for serving 
drinks 

tummy /'tAmi/ noun the stomach ( informal ; 
children’s language) (NOTE: The plural is 

tummies.) 

tummy ache /'tAmi eik/ noun a pain in 
the stomach ( informal ) 

tummy button /'tAmi ,bAt(o)n/ noun the 
round place in the middle of the abdomen, 
just below the waist, where the umbilical 
cord was detached after birth ( informal ) Syn¬ 
onym navel 

tumour /'t juimo/ noun an unusual swelling 
or growth of new cells in the body (NOTE: 
The US spelling is tumor.) 
tumult /'tjuimAlt/ noun the loud, excited 
noise of a crowd of people. Synonym uproar 
tumultuous /tjui'mAltJuos/ adj noisy and 
excited 

tuna /'tjuino/ noun a very large sea fish 
used for food (NOTE: The plural is tuna.) 

(D tune /tjuin/ noun 1. a series of musical 
notes which have a recognisable pattern O He 
wrote some of the tunes for the musical. O 
She walked away whistling a little tune. 2. □ 
to change your tune to change your way of 
thinking O He used to say that managers had 
an easy life, but when he was promoted he 
soon changed his tune. □ to the tune of £100 
at least £100 ( informal ) o We are paying rent 
to the tune of £500 a week. ■ verb 1 . to ad¬ 
just a musical instrument so that it plays at 
the correct pitch O The man has come to tune 
the piano. 2. to adjust a radio to a particular 
station O He keeps the radio tuned to Radio 
4. 3. to adjust an engine so that it works as ef¬ 
ficiently as possible O You’d use less petrol if 
you had the engine properly tuned. 
tuneful /'tju:nf(o)l/ adj full of pleasant 
tunes. Synonym melodic 
tune in /,tju:n 'in/ verb to adjust a radio so 
that it takes broadcasts from a particular 
station 

tunic /'tjuinik/ noun 1. a long loose shirt o 
She was wearing a matching tunic and skirt. 
2. a short uniform jacket worn by soldiers, 
policemen and others O The guardsmen spent 
hours polishing the buttons on their tunics. 
Tunisian /tjui'mzion/ adj referring to Tu¬ 
nisia O Over 99% of the Tunisian population 
is Muslim. ■ noun a person from Tunisia o 
Many Tunisians speak French as well as 
Arabic. 

(D tunnel /'tAn(o)l/ noun a long passage un¬ 
der the ground O The Channel Tunnel links 
Britain to France. O The road round Lake 
Lucerne goes through six tunnels. O They are 
digging a new tunnel for the underground 
railway. O Taking the tunnel through the 
Alps is quicker than driving up the roads 


tunnel vision 
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over the mountains. ■ verb to dig a long pas¬ 
sage underground O They decided to tunnel 
under the hill rather than build the road 
round it. Synonym excavate (NOTE: tunnel¬ 
ling - tunnelled. The US spelling is tun¬ 
neling - tunneled.) 

tunnel vision /,tAn(o)l 'vi3(o)n/ noun 1. 
seeing only the area immediately in front of 
the eye 2. having the tendency to concentrate 
on only one aspect of a problem 
turban /'taibon/ noun a long piece of cloth 
worn wrapped round your head 
turbine /'t3:bam/ noun a machine which 
produces power from the action of water, gas 
or steam turning a wheel with blades which 
runs a generator 

turbocharger /'tsibou.tjaidso/, turbo 
/'t3:bou/ noun a gas turbine which turns at a 
very high speed and is powered by the gases 
from a car’s exhaust, increasing the power of 
the engine 

turbulence /'t3:bjulons/ noun a distur¬ 
bance in air or water currents 
turbulent /'t3:bjulont/ adj 1. which is 
moving violently O Watch out for turbulent 
water near the rocks. 2. likely to have riots or 
civil war O It was a turbulent period in the 
country’s history. 

turd /t3id/ noun a lump of excreta 
turf /t3:f/ noun 1. an area of grass which is 
mown and looked after O After the rain, the 
dry springy turf suddenly turned wet and 
sticky underfoot. 2. a piece of grass and soil 
which can be planted to form a lawn O Make 
sure the ground is flat before laying the strips 
of turf. O It is quicker to lay turfs than to sow 
grass seed. 3. (in Ireland) a block of peat for 
burning (NOTE: plural for 2 and 3 is turfs or 
turves /t3:vz/) 4. □ the turf the world of 
horse-racing O Enthusiasts of the turf are 
flocking to Epsom for the Derby. ■ verb 1 . to 
make a lawn by putting turfs on flat soil O 
Spring is the best time ofyear to turf a lawn. 
2. □ to turf someone out to throw someone 
out ( informal ) o He was turfed out of the res¬ 
taurant for refusing to wear a tie. O We 
turfed out our old office furniture. 
turf accountant /'t3if o.kauntont/ noun 
a person who takes bets on the result of races. 
Synonym bookmaker 
Turk /t3ik/ noun a person from Turkey o 
Many Turks travel to Germany in search of 
work. 

® turkey /'t3iki/ noun a large farm bird, 
similar to a chicken but much bigger, often 
eaten at Christmas O We had roast turkey 
and potatoes. O Who’s going to carve the 
turkey? 

Turkish /'t3:kijv adj referring to Turkey, a 
country in the eastern Mediterranean O The 
Turkish flag is red with a white crescent and 
star. ■ noun the language spoken in Turkey 


O I couldn’t understand what they were say¬ 
ing since they were speaking Turkish. 
Turkish delight /,t3:kij di'lait/ noun a 
sweet substance made of jelly, flavoured with 
scented water and containing chopped nuts 
turmoil /'t3:moil/ noun a state of disorder 
and confusion. Synonym chaos 
® turn /t3in/ noun 1 . a movement in a circle 
O He gave the bottle top a couple of turns. O 
Don’t forget to give the key an extra turn to 
double-lock the door. 2. a change of direc¬ 
tion, especially of a vehicle O The bus made 
a sudden turn to the left, i) U-turn 3. a road 
which leaves another road o Take the next 
turn on the right. 4. the chance to do some¬ 
thing in order, one after the other O You have 
to wait for your turn to see the doctor. O It’s 
my turn on the piano now. O Let me go now. 
— No, it’s my turn next. □ in turn one after 
the other in order O Each of the children will 
sing a song in turn. □ out of turn not in the 
correct order O People don’t like it if you go 
out of turn. 5. □ to take turns, to take it in 
turns to do something one after the other, to 
help each other O They took it in turns to 
push the car or they took turns to push the 
car. 6. a performance in a show O Their jug¬ 
gling act is one of the most popular turns of 
the evening. 7. □ to do a good turn to do 
something to help □ one good turn deserves 
another if you do something to help some¬ 
one they should do something to help you 8. 
a slight illness or an attack of dizziness O She 
had one of her turns. O He had a bad turn at 
the office. □ you gave me a turn you gave 
me a shock ■ verb 1. to go round in a circle 
O The wheels of the train started to turn 
slowly. O Be careful - the blades of the 
lawnmower go on turning for a few seconds 
after the engine has been switched off. 2. to 
make something go round O Turn the handle 
to the right to open the safe. 3. to change di¬ 
rection, to go in another direction O Turn left 
at the next traffic lights. O The car turned the 
corner too fast and hit a lamppost. O The 
path turns to the right after the pub. □ the 
tide has turned the tide has started to go up 
or down 4. to move your head or body so that 
you face in another direction O Can everyone 
turn to look at the camera, please. 5. to 
change into something different O Leaves 
turn red or brown in the autumn. O When he 
was fifty, his hair turned grey. 6. to go past a 
certain time O It’s turned nine o ’clock, and 
they still haven’t come home. □ she’s turned 
sixty she is more than 60 years old 7. to find 
a page in a book O Please turn to page 65. 
turnaround /'t3:noraund/ noun same as 
turnround 

turn aside /,t3in o'said/ verb to move to 
one side 
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turn away /,t3in o'wei/ verb 1. to send 
people away O The restaurant is full, so we 
have had to turn people away. 2. to turn so as 
not to face someone O He turned away be¬ 
cause he didn’t want to be photographed. 
turn back /,t3in 'bask/ verb 1. to turn 
round and go back in the opposite direction 
2. to tell someone to go back o The police 
tried to turn back the people who had no tick¬ 
ets. O to turn the clocks back 1. to change 
the time on clocks to one hour earlier 2. to try 
to go back to a previous period 
turn down /,t3in 'daun/ verb 1. to refuse 
something which is offered o He was offered 
a job in Australia, but turned it down. O She 
has turned down a job or turned a job down 
in the town hall. 2. to make less noisy, less 
strong O Can you turn down the radio - I’m 
trying to work. O Turn down the gas or turn 
the gas down - the soup will burn. 3. to fold 
back a sheet on a bed, so that the pillow is 
uncovered 

turn In /,t3in 'in/ verb 1. to take someone 
or something to someone in authority O Ev¬ 
eryone was asked to turn in their guns. O He 
caught the thief and turned him in to the po¬ 
lice. □ to turn yourself in to give yourself up 
to the police 2. to go to bed O It’s after eleven 
o ’clock - time to turn in! 

(D turning /'t3:mr)/ noun a road which goes 
away from another road 
turning point /'t3:nig point/ noun the 
time when an important or decisive change 
takes place. Synonym crossroads 
turn into /,t3in 'intu/ verb 1. to change to 
become something different O The witch 
turned the prince into a frog. O We are plan¬ 
ning to turn this room into a museum. 2. to 
change direction and go into something O We 
went down the main road for a short way and 
then turned into a little lane on the left. 
turnip /'t3inip/ noun a common vegetable, 
with a round white root 
turn off /,t3in 'of/ verb 1. to switch off o 
Don’t forget to turn the TV off when you go 
to bed. O Turn off the lights or turn the lights 
off - father’s going to show his holiday films. 
2. to leave a road you are travelling on O You 
can turn off the High Street into one of the 
car parks. O When you get to the next cross¬ 
roads turn off the main road and go down a 
little path towards the river. 
turn on /,t3:n 'on/ verb 1. to switch on o 
Can you turn the light on or turn on the light 
- it’s too dark to read. O Turn on the TV or 
turn the TV on - it’s time for the news. 2. to 
attack someone suddenly O The dog suddenly 
turned on the girl. O The newspapers sud¬ 
denly turned on the prime minister. 
turn out /,t3in 'aut/ verb 1. to force some¬ 
one to go out O They were turned out of their 
house when they couldn’t pay the rent. 2. to 


turn up 

produce or make O The factory turns out 
more than 10,000 cars a week. 3. to switch 
off O Please turn out all the lights or turn all 
the lights out before you go up to bed. 4. to 
happen in the end O We got talking, and it 
turned out that she was at school with my 
brother. O The party didn’t start very well, 
but everything turned out all right in the end. 
5. to come out O The whole town turned out 
to watch the cycle race. 
turnout /'t3inaut/ noun a crowd of people 
who come to a show or a meeting O The foot¬ 
ball match attracted only a small turnout. O 
There was a record turnout for the flower 
show. 

turn over /,t3in 'ouvo/ verb 1. to roll over 
O The lorry went round the corner too fast 
and turned over. O Their boat turned over in 
the storm. 2. to show the other side o He 
turned over the burger to see if it was done. 
3. □ turn over the page, turn the page over 
to turn the page of a book O She turned over 
two pages together. 4. to have a certain 
amount of sales O We turn over about three 
million pounds per annum. 

(D turnover /'tsinouvo/ noun 1. the 
amount of sales of goods or services by a 
business O Our turnover is rising each year. 
2. a type of small sweet pie made with pastry 
containing a fruit filling O an apple turnover 
turn round /,t3in 'raund/ verb to move 
your head or body so that you face in another 
direction 

turnround /'t3:nraund/ noun the process 
of receiving orders and sending out goods 
(NOTE: The US term is turnaround.) 
turnstile /'t3instail/ noun a little revolving 
gate which has a counter to record the num¬ 
ber of people going through it 
turntable /'t3:nteib(o)l/ noun 1. a flat part 
of a record player which turns with the record 
on it O I don’t think the turntable is aligned 
correctly - the records seem to turn at the 
wrong speed. 2. a flat turning platform with 
rails on it, which allows a railway engine to 
be turned round to face a different direction 
O There is a turntable at the end of the line so 
that the engines can turn round. 
turn up /,t3in 'ap/ verb 1. to arrive o The 
food was spoiled because half the guests did- 
n't turn up until nine o ’clock. O He turned up 
unexpectedly just as I was leaving the office. 
2. to be found O The police searched every¬ 
where, and the little girl finally turned up in 
Edinburgh. O The keys turned up in my trou¬ 
ser pocket. 3. to make louder, stronger O Can 
you turn up the radio or turn the radio up -1 
can’t hear it. O Turn up the gas or turn the 
gas up, the potatoes aren ’t cooked yet. 4. to 
unfold O To keep warm he turned up his coat 
collar. 


turnup 

turnup /'t3:nAp/ noun a folded part at the 
bottom of each leg of a pair of trousers 
(NOTE: The US term is cuff.) 
turquoise /'t3:kwoiz/ noun a blue-green 
precious stone O Her earrings are made of 
turquoise. O She was wearing a turquoise 
ring. ■ adj blue-green O I bought a pale tur¬ 
quoise silk dress to go to the wedding. O 
From the top of the cliff the sea looked tur¬ 
quoise in the sunshine. 

turret /'tArit/ noun 1 . a small tower o From 
here, you can see the castle’s pointed turrets. 
2. a small armoured structure with a gun in¬ 
side, on a ship or tank O The turret of the 
tank swung round until the barrel of the gun 
was pointing directly at the president’s 
palace. 

turtle /'t3:t(o)l/ noun a sea animal with a 
hard shell, similar to a tortoise O Turtles 
come up onto the beach to lay their eggs. □ 
to turn turtle to turn over o The raft turned 
turtle and threw us all into the water. O A big 
wave caught us sideways and we turned 
turtle. 

turtleneck pullover /.t3:t(3)l,nek 
'pulouvo/ noun a pullover with a high rolled 
neck 

tusk /tAsk/ noun the long tooth of some ani¬ 
mals such as elephants and walruses 
tussle /'t as(o)1/ noun a fight or argument o 
He got into a tussle with his friend over the 
motorbike. O After a short tussle with the 
manager she got a refund. Synonym brawl ■ 
verb to fight or to struggle o They tussled 
with the administration over payment of 
expenses. 

tutor /'tj u:to/ noun a teacher, especially a 
person who teaches only one student or a 
small group of students O His first job was as 
private tutor to some German children. ■ 
verb to teach a small group of students o She 
earns extra money by tutoring foreign stu¬ 
dents in English. 

tutorial /tjui'toiriol/ noun a teaching ses¬ 
sion between a tutor and one or more 
students 

tut-tut /,tAt 'tAt/ noun a sound made with 
your tongue to show you disapprove ■ verb 
to make disapproving sounds (NOTE: 
tut-tutting - tut-tutted) 
tuxedo /tAk'siidou/ noun US a man’s for¬ 
mal black or white jacket, worn with a bow 
tie (NOTE: The British term is dinner 
jacket.) 

TV /,ti: 1 vii/ noun 1. a television o They 
watch TV every night. O The TV news is usu¬ 
ally at nine o’clock. O Some children’s TV 
programmes are very dull. O The daughter of 
a friend of mine was on TV last night. 2. a 
television set o He’s bought a portable TV. O 
Our TV is broken so we had to listen to the 


twice 

radio instead. O We have a TV in our 
bedroom. 

twang /twa 2 r)/ noun a sound made as when 
the string of a musical instrument or a taut 
wire is pulled and released o You could hear 
the twang of his guitar. O There was a loud 
twang as the cable snapped. ■ verb to make 
a twang O He was twanging away at his gui¬ 
tar. Synonym reverberate 
tweak /twiik/ verb 1 . to pinch and pull with 
your finger and thumb O She tweaked his 
nose. 2. to adjust something carefully O With 
a little tweaking we got the graphics right. 
tweed /twiid/ noun a usually rough wool¬ 
len cloth made with strands of different col¬ 
oured wool 

tweet /twiit/ noun a little sound made by a 
small bird ■ verb to make a little sound like a 
bird. Synonym chirp 

tweezers /'twiizoz/ plural noun little metal 
pincers for pulling out a hair or splinter O She 
pulled the hair out with her tweezers. 

(D twelfth /twelfO/ adj, noun referring to 12 
O He came twelfth out of two hundred in the 
competition. O Today is the twelfth of August 
ox August the twelfth (August 12th). O It’s her 
twelfth birthday next week. □ the twelfth 
century the period from 1100 to 1199 
(D twelve /twelv/ noun the number 12 o 
She’s twelve (years old) tomorrow. O Come 
round for a cup of coffee at twelve o ’clock. O 
There are twelve months in a year. □ the 
twelve hundreds the period from 1200 to 
1299 

(D twentieth /'twentioO/ adj, noun refer¬ 
ring to 20 O She was twentieth out of twenty 
in the race. O Today is the twentieth of June 
or June the twentieth (June 20th). O It’s her 
twentieth birthday on Wednesday. □ the 
twentieth century the period from 1900 to 
1999 

(D twenty /'twenti/ noun the number 20 o 
She’s twenty (years old) next week. □ he’s in 
his twenties he is between 20 and 29 years 

old □ the (nineteen) twenties (1920s) the 
years from 1920 to 1929 (NOTE: twenty-one 
(21), twenty-two (22), etc., but 
twenty-first (21st), twenty-second (22nd), 

etc.) 

twenty-first /'twenti f3ist/ adj, noun re¬ 
ferring to 21 □ the twentieth century the pe¬ 
riod from 2000 to 2099 

twenty/twenty vision /.twenti twenti 
'vi 3 (o)n/, 20/20 vision noun perfect 

eyesight 

<D twice /twais/ adv two times O Turn it off 
- I’ve seen that programme twice already. O 
Twice two is four, twice four is eight. O I’m 
fifteen, she’s thirty, so she’s twice as old as I 
am. 


934 


twiddle 


935 


two-time 


twiddle /'twid(3)l/ verb 1. to twist some¬ 
thing aimlessly O She twiddled the knobs, 
hoping to find a German radio station. 2. □ 
to twiddle your thumbs holding your hands 
together, to turn your thumbs round and 
round as a sign of not having anything to do 
O Why should we pay them wages when they 
just sit there twiddling their thumbs? 
twig /twig/ noun a little branch of a tree or 
bush O There is a bud at the end of each twig. 
O The blackbird made its nest of twigs and 
leaves. ■ verb to understand at last (infor¬ 
mal) O It took ages for him to twig what had 
happened. O At last she twigged. 
twilight /'twailait/ noun a time when the 
light is weak, between sunset and night. Syn¬ 
onym dusk 

twill /twil/ noun a thick cloth woven in di¬ 
agonal lines 

(D twin /twin/ adj, noun one of two babies 
bom at the same time to the same mother O 
he and his twin brother O She’s expecting 
twins. ■ verb □ to twin one town with an¬ 
other town to arrange a special relationship 
between a town in one country and a similar 
town in another country, to encourage inter¬ 
national understanding O Richmond is 
twinned with Fontainebleau. 
twin beds /.twin 'bedz/ plural noun two 
single beds placed in a bedroom 
twine /twain/ noun a strong rough string o 
He tied the roses to the wall with thick twine. 
■ verb to wind around O She twined her 
arms round him. Synonym coil 
twinge /twind 3 / noun a short sharp pain. 
Synonym pang □ to experience a twinge of 
anxiety to worry for a moment O She felt a 
twinge of anxiety as she stood at the top of 
the ski slope. 

twinkle /'twirjksl/ noun a little glitter o 
There was a twinkle in his eyes as he gave 
her the present. Synonym sparkle ■ verb (of 
stars or eyes) to shine with a little moving 
light O His eyes twinkled as he showed the 
children the sweets he had bought. O We 
could see the lights of the harbour twinkling 
in the distance. 

twin room /.twin 'ru:m/ noun a room for 
two people with two beds 
twirl /tw3il/ noun 1. the movement of mak¬ 
ing something spin O The model on the cat- 
walk gave a twirl of her skirt. O Start it 
moving by giving the wheel a twirl. 2. a curly 
shape O The pattern was full of twists and 
twirls. ■ verb 1. to spin round O Models 
twirled round on the catwalk. 2. to twist 
something round in your hand O I wish I 
could twirl a baton like the cheerleader. 

® twist /twist/ noun 1. a thing which has 
been twisted O Put a twist of lemon (peel) in 
the drink. O the twists and turns of the road 
through the mountains O It is difficult to fol¬ 


low the twists and turns of government pol¬ 
icy. 2. a different way of telling a story O He 
put a new twist on the story about the prin¬ 
cess. ■ verb 1. to turn in different directions 
O The path twisted between the fields. 2. to 
wind something round something O She 
twisted the string round a piece of stick. □ to 
twist someone round your little finger to 
make someone do what you want (informal) 
3. to bend a joint in the wrong way O She 
twisted her ankle running to catch the bus. □ 
to twist someone’s arm to put pressure on 
someone to persuade them to do what you 
want (informal) o I had to twist his arm to 
get him to lend me his car. 
twisted /'twistid/ adj 1. severely out of 
shape 2. unkind or cruel 
twister /'twists/ noun US a tornado, 
whirlwind 

twitch /twitj/ noun a sudden little move¬ 
ment of a muscle in the face or hands. Syn¬ 
onym tic ■ verb to make small movements 
of the muscles. Synonym jerk 
twitcher /'twitj’o/ noun a fanatical bird¬ 
watcher (informal) 

twitter /'twits/ noun little calls made by 
birds □ she was all of a twitter she was very 
excited ■ verb to make little sounds like 
birds O The little birds were twittering in 
their cage. 

(D two /tu:/ noun the number 2 o There are 
only two peppermints left in the box. O His 
son’s only two (years old), so he can’t read 
yet. O She didn ’t come home until after two 
(o ’clock). □ one or two some, a few O Only 
one or two people came to the exhibition. □ 
to put two and two together to draw a con¬ 
clusion from something O They put two and 
two together and decided she must be 
pregnant. 

2 /tu:/ prep to (informal) 

2.1 /.tui'wAn/ noun an upper second class 
university degree 

2.2 /.tui'tu:/ noun a lower second class uni¬ 
versity degree 

two-bit /'tu: bit/ adj US second-rate (infor¬ 
mal) 

two-dimensional /,tu: dai'menfsn(s)l/ 
adj with two dimensions, flat 
twofold /'tu:fsuld/ adv, adj twice as much 
24/7/ .twentifs: 'sev(s)n/ adv without ever 
stopping, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
two-legged /.tu: 'legid/ adj with two legs 
20/20 vision /.twenti twenti 'vi 3 (o)n/ 
noun perfect eyesight 

two-piece /'tu: pi:s/ adj made of two 
pieces 

two-time /'tu: taim / verb (informal) □ to 
two-time someone to be unfaithful to your 
spouse or lover O You dirty two-timing rat! 


tycoon 

tycoon /tai'kuin/ noun a very rich busi¬ 
nessman. Synonym magnate 
(D type /taip/ noun 1 . a sort or kind o This 
type of bank account pays 10% interest. O 
What type of accommodation are you looking 
for? 2. characters used in printing O The 
chapter headings are in bold type. (NOTE: no 
plural in this meaning) ■ verb to write with a 
computer or typewriter O Please type your 
letters - your writing’s so bad I can’t read it. 
O She only typed two lines and made six mis¬ 
takes. Synonym key 

typecast /'taipkaist/ verb to give an actor 
the same sort of part to play all the time. Syn¬ 
onym stereotype (NOTE: typecasting - 
has typecast) 

© typed /taipt/ ad] written on a computer 
or typewriter 

typeface /'taipfeis/ noun a set of printed 
characters which have been designed with a 
certain style and have a certain name 
typewriter /'taipraita/ noun a machine 
which prints letters or figures on a piece of 
paper when keys are pressed 
typewritten / l taiprit(o)n/ adj which has 
been written with a computer or typewriter 
typhoid fever /.taifoid 'fiivo/ noun a se¬ 
rious and possibly fatal disease caused by in¬ 
fected food or water 

typhoon /tai'fuin/ noun a violent tropical 
storm in the Far East (NOTE: In the Carib¬ 
bean it is called a hurricane.) 
typhus /'taifos/ noun a serious fever, 
where the virus is carried by fleas and lice 
© typical /'tipik(9)l/ adj having the usual 
qualities of a particular group or occasion O 
Describe a typical day at school. O He’s deft¬ 


ly re 

nitely not a typical bank manager. □ that’s 
typical of him that’s what he always does o 
It’s typical of them to be late. 

© typically /'tipikli/ adv in a typical way 
typify /' tipifai/ verb to be a good example 
of something. Synonym characterise 
typing /'taipir)/ noun the action of writing 
letters with a typewriter 
typist /'taipist/ noun a person whose job is 
to type letters on a typewriter 
typographic /.taipa'graefik/, typograph¬ 
ical /,taip 9 'grcefik( 9 )l/ adj referring to 
typography 

typography /tai'pDgrafi/ noun 1. arrang¬ 
ing the text on a printed page in a pleasing 
way or in a way which best conveys the 
meaning O 1 like the typography of this mag¬ 
azine - it makes it very easy to read. 2. the 
study of the design of typefaces O As part of 
his printing course he has to learn about 
typography. 

tyrannical /ti'ra2mk(9)l/ adj cruel and 
unjust 

tyranny /■ tirani/ noun 1. the use of force 
and fear to rule a country O To arrest so 
many protesting students was an act of tyr¬ 
anny. 2. an unfair strict control over someone 
O the tyranny of the hospital manager over 
the nursing staff 

tyrant /'tairsnt/ noun a ruler who rules by 
force and fear. Synonym oppressor 
(D tyre /'tais/ noun a ring made of rubber 
which is put round a wheel O Check the pres¬ 
sure in the tyres before starting a journey. O 
They used an old tyre to make a seat for the 
garden swing. (NOTE: The US spelling is tire.) 
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U /jui/, U noun the twenty-first letter of the 
alphabet, between T and V 
U-bend /'ju: bend/ noun a bend in a pipe 
shaped like a U 

ubiquitous /jui'bikwitos/ adj which is or 
which seems to be everywhere 
udder /'Ado/ noun a gland which produces 
milk, a bag which hangs under the body of a 
cow or female goat 

UFO/j u: ef 'au, 'juifau/ abbr unidentified 
flying object 

ugh /ux/ interj showing a feeling that some¬ 
thing is unpleasant 

ugliness /'Aglinos/ noun the state of being 
ugly 

ugly /'Agli/ adj 1. not beautiful, not pleasant 
to look at O What an ugly pattern ! O The part 
of the town round the railway station is even 
uglier than the rest. □ ugly as sin very ugly 
2. □ in an ugly mood in a dangerous mood 
uh huh /a 'Iia/ interj showing that you 
agree or that you are listening 
uh-oh /a 'ou/ interj used as the written form 
of an exclamation made to express worry or a 
warning 

Ukrainian /ju:'kreinion/ adj referring to 
the Ukraine O Ukrainian exports to Germany 
■ noun 1. a person from the Ukraine o A 
party of Ukrainians visited our stand at the 
exhibition. 2. the language spoken in the 
Ukraine O If you ’re going to the Ukraine, you 
will need an English-Ukrainian phrase book. 
ulcer /'aIso/ noun an open sore on or inside 
the body 

ulcerous /'Alsoros/ adj referring to ulcers 
ulna /'Alno/ noun the inside bone of the two 
bones of the forearm between the elbow and 
the wrist, t radius 

ulterior motive /Al.tisrio 'moutiv/ noun 
a hidden reason for doing something which 
will give you an advantage 
(D ultimate /'Altimot/ adj last, final o This 
is the ultimate game in the series. ■ noun the 
most valuable or desirable thing O Our 
first-class cabins are the ultimate in travel¬ 
ling luxury. 

(D ultimately /'Altimotli/ adv in the end. 
Antonym initially 


ultimatum /, Alt i' me it am/ noun a final de¬ 
mand, proposal sent to someone stating that 
unless he does something within a period of 
time, action will be taken 
ultra- /Altro/ prefix more than normal, 
excessively 

ultrasonic /.Altro'sonik/ adj relating to 
frequencies above the range of human 
hearing 

ultrasound /'Altrosaund/ noun a very 
high frequency sound wave, used to detect 
objects in the body or under water 
um interj /am/ showing that you are not sure 
what to say O Um, perhaps it’s - no I don’t 
know the answer. ■ verb /Am/ □ to um and 
ah to hesitate about what to do ( informal ) o I 
can’t stand all this umming and aahing - why 
can’t they make their minds up? 
umbilical /Am'bilik(9)l/ adj referring to 
the navel 

umbilical cord /Am'bilik(3)l ko:d/ noun 
a cord which links the foetus to the placenta 
inside the womb 

umbrage /'Ambrid3/ noun □ take um¬ 
brage to be offended by someone 
(D umbrella /Am'brelo/ noun a round frame 
covered with cloth which you hold over your 
head to keep off the rain O Can I borrow 
your umbrella? O As it was starting to rain, 
he opened his umbrella. O The wind blew my 
umbrella inside out. 

umbrella organisation /Am'breb 
l o:gonaizeiJ(o)n/ noun a large organisation 
which includes several other smaller ones 
umpire /'Ampaio/ noun a person who acts 
as a judge in a game to see that the game is 
played according to the rules O The umpire 
ruled that the ball was out. O He was dis¬ 
qualified for shouting at the umpire. ■ verb 
to act as umpire O He umpired the match 
very fairly. 

umpteen /,Amp'ti:n/ adj a large number 
( informal ) o I’ve been to France umpteen 
times. O There are umpteen forms to fill in. 

Synonym countless 

umpteenth /.Amp'tiinG/ adj the latest in a 
long series ( informal ) 

UN abbr United Nations o UN peacekeeping 
forces are in the area. O The British Ambas¬ 
sador to the UN spoke in the debate. 
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unabashed /.Ano'baejt/ adj not showing 
any shame or embarrassment 
unabated ^Ano'beitid/ adj just as forceful 
as previously 

(D unable /An'eib(o)l/ adj not able to do 
something O I regret that I am unable to ac¬ 
cept your suggestion. O She was unable to 
come to the meeting. Antonym able (NOTE: 
be unable to is a rather formal way of say¬ 
ing can’t.) 

unabridged /,An3'bnd3d/ adj complete 
and not shortened or summarised 
unacceptable /.Anok'septobCo)!/ adj 
which you cannot allow because it is too bad. 
Synonym intolerable. Antonym acceptable 
unaccompanied /.Ano'kAmponid/ adj, 
adv 1. alone, without anyone else 2. singing 
or playing alone, without other musical in¬ 
struments or voices 

unaccompanied baggage /, Ano- 
.kAmponid 'bcegid3/ noun cases which are 
sent by air, with no passenger travelling with 
them 

unaccountable /.Ano'kauntobCo)!/ adj 
which cannot be explained. Synonym 

inexplicable 

unaccounted for /.Ano'kauntid foil adj 
missing 

unaccustomed /.Ano'kAstomd/ adj not 
accustomed 

unaffected /.Ano'fektid/ adj 1. □ unaf¬ 
fected by not affected by O He seemed to¬ 
tally unaffected by the publicity about his 
marriage. O Some of the plants were killed by 
the frost, but these were quite unaffected. 2. 
sincere or natural O She’s totally unaffected, 
and genuinely interested in our work. 
unaided /An'eidid/ adj without help o His 
accident was three months ago, and yester¬ 
day he managed to walk for the first time 
unaided. 

unalike /.Ano'laik/ adj not at all similar 
unambiguous /.Anaem'bigjuos/ adj 
clear, not ambiguous. Synonym unmistak¬ 
able. Antonym vague 
unanimity /Jumo'nimiti/ noun the state 
of being unanimous 

unanimous /jui'ngemmos/ adj with ev¬ 
eryone agreeing 

unanimously /jui'naemimosli/ adv with 
everyone agreeing 

unannounced /.Ans'naunst/ adj which 
has not been announced O They arrived to¬ 
tally unannounced. Synonym unexpected 
unanswered /An'cunsod/ adj which has 
not had an answer 

unappetising /An'aspitaizir)/, unappe¬ 
tizing adj which does not look very good to 
eat. Synonym unattractive. Antonym 
appetising 


unbearably 

unarmed /An'aimd/ adj with no weapons. 
Antonym armed 

unarmed combat /An,a:md .kom'bast/ 
noun the fighting of an enemy without using 
weapons 

unashamed /.Ano'Jeimd/ a dj no t 
ashamed. Antonym ashamed 
unashamedly /.Ano'Jeimidli/ adv with¬ 
out any sense of shame or embarrassment 
unasked /An'aiskt/ adj 1. without having 
been asked O Our unasked questions would 
always remain so now. 2. providing some¬ 
thing such as help which has not been asked 
for 

unassailable /.Ano'seilotyo)!/ adj 1 . im¬ 
possible to beat or challenge O her unassail¬ 
able lead achieved in the first minute of the 
race 2. impossible to criticise or attack O un¬ 
assailable arguments O unassailable castle 
walls 

unassisted /.Ano'sistid/ adj performed 
without help 

unassuming /.Ano'sjuimir)/ adj quiet or 
modest. Antonym arrogant 
unattached /^no'taetjt/ adj not married, 
or not in a sexual relationship with anyone. 
Synonym free. Antonym attached 
unattainable /.Ano'teinob^)!/ adj impos¬ 
sible to achieve or reach 
unattended /^no'tendid/ adj not looked 
after 

unattractive /.Ano'traektiv/ adj not 
attractive 

unauthorised /An'oiGoraizd/, unautho¬ 
rized adj which has not been permitted. Syn¬ 
onym illegal 

unavailable / l An3 l veibb(3)l/ adj not 
available 

unavoidable / l An3 l void9b(3)l/ adj which 
cannot be avoided. Synonym inevitable. 
Antonym avoidable 

unaware /.Ano'weo/ adj □ unaware of, 
unaware that not knowing O He said he was 
unaware of any rule forbidding animals in 
the restaurant. O She walked out of the shop 
with her boyfriend, unaware that the photog¬ 
raphers were waiting outside. 
unawares /.Ano'weoz/ adv without being 
expected □ to catch someone unawares to 
catch someone by surprise O The TV cameras 
caught her unawares as she slept through the 
reception. O The security cameras caught 
him unawares as he was putting a packet in 
the rubbish bin. 

unbalanced /An'baelonst/ adj □ (men¬ 
tally) unbalanced erratic or slightly mad O I 
think her husband is a bit unbalanced. 
unbearable /An'be9r3b(9)l/ adj which you 
cannot stand. Synonym intolerable 
unbearably /An'beorobli/ adv impossible 
to bear 
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unconcerned 


unbeatable /An'bi:tob(3)l/ adj which can¬ 
not be beaten. Synonym invincible. Ant¬ 
onym vulnerable 

unbeaten /An'bi:t(o)n/ adj which has not 
been defeated 

® unbelievable / l \nbi'li:voh(r>)l/ adj in¬ 
credible, which is difficult to believe 
unbelievably /,,\nbr 1 1i:vob 1 i/ adv incredi¬ 
bly, extremely 

unbeliever /,Anbi 1 1i:vr>/ noun a person 
who does not believe in God. Antonym 

believer 

unbend /An'bend/ verb to stop being stiff 
and start behaving naturally. Synonym relax 
(NOTE: unbent) 

unbending /An'bendir)/ adj not flexible in 
opinions or attitudes 

unbiased /An'baiost/ adj without any bias. 
Synonym impartial 

unblemished /An'blemijt/ adj not spoilt 
by mistakes or faults 

unblinking /An'blirjkir)/ adj without blink¬ 
ing (literary) 

unblock /An'blDk/ verb to remove some¬ 
thing that is stopping something from 
flowing 

unborn /An'boin/ adj not yet bom 
unbreakable /ah' breikob(o)l/ adj which 
cannot be broken. Synonym indestructible 
unbridled /An'braidld/ adj which is not 
controlled. Synonym unrestrained 
unbroken /An'broukon/ adj which has not 
been broken. Synonym continuous. Ant¬ 
onym intermittent 

unbutton /An'bAt(o)n/ verb to undo but¬ 
tons. Antonym fasten 

uncalled-for /An'kmld fo:/ adj not de¬ 
served. Antonym justifiable 
uncanny /An'kaeni/ adj mysterious, which 
seems unnatural. Synonym eerie 
uncaring /An'keonr)/ adj without having 
any sympathy 

unceasing /An'siisirj/ adj which never 
stops. Synonym constant. Antonym 
sporadic 

unceremonious /.Anseri'mounios/ adj 
not dignified; not polite 
unceremoniously /.Anseri'mouniosli/ 
adv in an undignified way 
uncertain /An‘s3it(o)n/ adj 1. not sure o 
She is uncertain as to whether her father wilt 
come to stay. O Their plans are still uncer¬ 
tain. O He's uncertain about what to do next. 
2. □ in no uncertain terms mdely o He told 
him in no uncertain terms what he could do 
with his offer. 3. which will probably change 
for the worse O She faces an uncertain 
future. 

® uncertainty /a n 1 sa: t(o)nti/ noun the 
state of being uncertain or doubtful. Syn¬ 
onym doubt 


unchallenged /An'tjcelind 3 d/ adj without 
a challenge □ to let something go or pass 
unchallenged to let something be said or 
written without questioning it O If we let this 
ruling pass unchallenged we will regret it 
later. 

unchanged /An't/eim^d/ adj not 
changed, without any changes. Synonym un¬ 
affected. Antonym affected 
unchanging /An'tjeind3ir)/ adj always 
remaining the same 

uncharacteristic /An.kcerikto'ristik/ adj 
odd, not in character. Synonym unusual. 
Antonym typical 

uncharitable /An'tjaeritobfo)!/ adj unkind 
uncharted /An'tjaitid/ adj not marked on 
a map 

unchecked /An'tjekt/ adj without having 
been checked. Antonym restricted 
uncivilised /An'sivilaizd/, uncivilized 

adj not civilised; barbarous 
unclaimed /An'kleimd/ adj not collected 
by the owner or winner 
unclassified /An'klaesifaid/ adj not secret 
but available for examination by anyone 
® uncle /'Ai]k(3)l/ noun a brother of your 
father or mother; husband of an aunt O He 
was brought up by his uncle in Scotland. O 
We had a surprise visitor last night - old Un¬ 
cle Charles. 

unclear /An'klio/ adj not clear 
Uncle Sam /,Ar)k(3)l 'saem/ noun a person 
symbolising the United States, usually shown 
with a waistcoat made of the American flag, 
and a top hat 

uncluttered /An'klAtod/ adj not having an 
excessive amount of objects or details and 
therefore appearing tidy and clear 
uncomfortable /An'kAmft3b(o)l/ adj 1. 
not comfortable, not soft and relaxing O 
What a very uncomfortable bed! O Plastic 
seats are very uncomfortable in hot weather. 
2. □ to feel uncomfortable about to feel 
worried about O I still feel uncomfortable 
about asking her to cany all that cash to the 
bank. 

uncomfortably /An'kAmftobli/ adv in an 
uncomfortable way 

uncommon /An'knmon/ adj strange or 
unusual (NOTE: uncommoner - un- 
commonest) 

uncommunicative /.Anko'mjumikotiv/ 
adj not willing to say much 
uncomplicated /An'kDmplikeitid/ adj 
not complicated. Antonym complex 
uncompromising /An'kDmpromaizirj/ 
adj unwilling to give in or to change your 
ideas. Synonym inflexible 
unconcerned /.Ankon'samd/ adj not 
worried, not bothered. Synonym indifferent 
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unconditional /.Ankan'diJXsjnsl/ adj 
with no conditions attached 
unconditionally /.Anksn'diJXajn^li/ 
adv without any conditions 
unconfirmed /.Ankan'faimd/ adj which 
has not been confirmed 
unconnected /.Anks'nektid/ adj not re¬ 
lated or connected to anything else or each 
other 

unconscious /An'konjos/ adj not con¬ 
scious, not aware of what is happening O He 
was found unconscious in the street. O She 
was unconscious for two days after the acci¬ 
dent. □ unconscious of something not realis¬ 
ing something O He was quite unconscious of 
how funny he looked. ■ noun □ the uncon¬ 
scious the part of the mind which stores 
thoughts, memories or feelings which you are 
not conscious of, but which influence what 
you do 

unconsciously /An'konjasli/ adv with¬ 
out realising 

unconstitutional /.AnkDnsti- 

'tju:J(o)n(o)l/ adj which is against a coun¬ 
try’s constitution, which is not allowed by 
the rules of a club or society. Synonym ille¬ 
gal. Antonym lawful 

uncontrollable /.Ankan'trsubb^)!/ adj 
which cannot be controlled 
uncontrolled /.Ankon'trould/ adj which 
has not been controlled. Synonym unre¬ 
strained. Antonym restrained 
unconventional /,Ank3n'venJ(3)n(3)l/ 
adj not usual. Synonym eccentric. Antonym 
conventional 

unconvinced /^nkon'vinst/ adj not con¬ 
vinced. Antonym convinced 
unconvincing /.Ankan'vinsig/ adj which 
does not convince. Antonym persuasive 
uncooked /An'kukt/ adj not cooked. Ant¬ 
onym cooked 

uncooperative /.Anksu'Dpfojrativ/ adj 
not cooperative. Synonym unhelpful. Ant¬ 
onym amenable 

uncoordinated /Ankau'oidineitid/ adj 
(of movements) not well-controlled or 
graceful 

uncork /An'koik/ verb to remove the cork 
from a bottle 

uncountable /An'kaunt3b(9)l/ adj de¬ 
scribing a noun that does not refer to a single 
object 

uncouth /An'ku:0/ adj with bad manners. 
Synonym rude. Antonym polite 
uncover /An'kAva/ verb 1. to take a cover 
off something O Leaving the pots of jam un¬ 
covered will simply attract wasps. 2. to find 
something which was hidden O They uncov¬ 
ered a secret store of gold coins. O The po¬ 
lice have uncovered a series of secret 
financial deals. 


underclothes 

uncritical /An'kritik(3)l/ adj not 
discriminating 

uncultivated /An'kAltiveitid/ adj not 
used for the growing of crops 
uncut /An'kAt/ adj complete and not having 
been abridged 

undamaged /An'daemid3d/ adj not 
harmed physically or psychologically 
undaunted /An'dointid/ adj bold. Syn¬ 
onym fearless. Antonym scared 
undecided /.Andi'saidid/ adj not having 
decided 

undeclared /^ndi'klead/ adj not told to 
customs or tax authorities 
undefeated /.Andi'fiitid/ adj not yet 
beaten by an opponent, especially in a battle 
or contest 

undefended /,Andi'fendid/ adj not pro¬ 
tected against attack 

undemanding /.Andi'maindip/ adj 1. not 
needing much physical or mental effort 2. 
easy to please or satisfy 
undemocratic /.Andema'krastik/ adj not 
democratic. Antonym democratic 
undeniable /.Andi'naiabfs)!/ adj which 
cannot be denied, which is quite clearly true. 
Antonym questionable 
undeniably /.Andi'naisbli/ adv in an un¬ 
deniable way, in a way which is quite clearly 
true 

® under /Ands/ prep 1. in or to a place 
where something else is on top or above O 
We all hid under the table. O My pen rolled 
under the sofa. 2. less than a number O No 
one wanted the old table - it was sold for un¬ 
der £10. o It took under two weeks to sell the 
house. O The train goes to Paris in under 
three hours. O Under half of the members 
turned up for the meeting. 3. younger than O 
She’s a managing director and she’s still un¬ 
der thirty. 4. according to O Under the terms 
of the agreement, the goods should be deliv¬ 
ered in October. 5. controlled by a ruler O 
The country enjoyed a period of peace under 
the rule of the British governors. ■ adv in a 
lower place □ to go under to fail, to go bank¬ 
rupt O The company went under during the 
recession. 

underage /,And3r'eid3/ adj younger than 
the legal age 

underarm /'Andar.aim/ noun the area un¬ 
der the shoulder joint 

undercarriage /'Andakasrids/ noun the 
landing gear of an aircraft, the aircraft’s 
wheels and their supports 
undercharge /,And3'tJa:d3/ verb to 
charge less than the correct price 
underclass /'Andaklais/ noun the lowest 
class in society 

underclothes /'Andakbudz/, under¬ 
clothing /‘Anda.kbudir)/ noun underwear, 
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the clothes which are worn next to the skin, 
under other clothes 

undercover /.Ando'kAvo/ adj acting in 
disguise O Two undercover policemen were 
sent to the night club to monitor the sale of 
drugs. Synonym secret ■ adv in secret o He 
was working undercover for the British gov¬ 
ernment at the time. 

undercurrent /'AndokAront/ noun 1. a 
current of water under the surface O There 
are strong undercurrents in this part of the 
river. 2. hidden feelings O There is an under¬ 
current of antagonism to management in the 
factory. 

undercut /.Ando'kAt/ verb to sell more 
cheaply than someone. Synonym under¬ 
mine (NOTE: undercutting - undercut) 
underdeveloped /.Andodi'velopt/ adj 
not developed; not industrially advanced. 
Synonym immature 

underdog /'AndodDg/ noun the person or 
team that is weaker, that is going to lose. 
Synonym loser 

underdone /.Ando'dAn/ adj not cooked 
enough, or not overcooked 
underestimate noun /.Andor'estimot/ an 
estimate which is less than the actual figure O 
The figure of £50,000 was a considerable un¬ 
derestimate. ■ verb /.Andor'estimeit/ to 
think that something is smaller or not as bad 
as it really is O He underestimated the 
amount of time needed to finish the work. O 
Don’t underestimate the intelligence of the 
average voter. Synonym undervalue. Ant¬ 
onym overestimate 

underfund /.Ando'fAnd/ verb to provide 
too little money to enable something to hap¬ 
pen or operate satisfactorily 
undergarment /'Andogaimont/ noun a 
piece of clothing worn next to the skin, under 
other clothes (old) 

undergo /.Ando'gou/ verb to suffer, to 
have something happen to you. Synonym ex¬ 
perience (NOTE: underwent /Ando'went/- 
undergone /Ando'gon/) 
undergraduate /,And3'graed3U3t/ noun a 
student at university who is studying for his 
or her first degree 

d> underground adv /.Ando'graund/ 1. 
under the ground O The ordinary railway line 
goes underground for a short distance. O 
Worms live all their life underground. O If 
power cables were placed underground they 
would be less of an eyesore. 2. □ to go un¬ 
derground to go into hiding O They had to 
go underground for a time until the police 
called off their search. ■ adj /'Andograund/ 
1. under the ground O There’s an under¬ 
ground passage to the tower. O The hotel has 
an underground car park. 2. secret, hidden O 
He was a member of an underground terror¬ 
ist organisation in the 1970s. ■ noun /- 


underprivileged 

'Andograund/ a railway in a town, which 
runs under the ground O Thousands of people 
use the underground to go to work. O Take 
the underground to go to Oxford Circus. O 
It’s usually quicker to get to Waterloo by un¬ 
derground. (NOTE: The London Under¬ 
ground is often called the Tube. In the 
United States, an underground railway is 
called a subway.) 

undergrowth /'AndogrouG/ noun plants 
which grow thickly under large trees 
underhand /.Ando'hasnd/ adj not honest. 
Synonym deceitful 

underlie /.Ando'lai/ verb to be beneath, to 
be the basic cause of something (NOTE: un¬ 
derlying - underlay /Ando'lei/ - has 
underlain) 

underline /, Ando Tain/ verb 1. to write a 
line under a word or figure O He wrote the ti¬ 
tle and then underlined it in red. 2. to 
emphasise O This just underlines the urgent 
need for more medical supplies. O I want to 
underline the fact that we need an experi¬ 
enced sales force. 

® underlying /.Ando'laur)/ adj which is 
the reason for everything. Synonym 

fundamental 

undermanned /.Ando'maend/ adj with 
not enough staff 

undermine /^ndo'main/ verb to make 
weaker. Synonym weaken. Antonym 
bolster 

(D underneath /.Ando'niiG/ prep under o 
She wore a long green jumper underneath 
her mac. O Can you lie down and see if my 
pen is underneath the sofa? ■ adv under O 
He put the box of books down on the kitchen 
table and my sandwiches were underneath! ■ 
noun the part which is below or covered by 
something O The underneath of the car is 
showing signs of rust. 

undernourished /.Ando'nAri/t/ adj not 
having enough to eat. Antonym well-fed 
underpaid /.Ando'peid/ adj not paid a 
suitable amount of money 
underpants /'Andopasnts/ plural noun 
men’s short underwear for the part of the 
body from the waist to the top of the legs O 
The doctor told him to strip down to his un¬ 
derpants. O His wife gave him a pair of 
bright red white and blue underpants for his 
birthday. 

underpass /'Andopais/ noun a road which 
is built under another. Compare underpass 
underpin /.Ando'pin/ verb to support 
(NOTE: underpinning - underpinned) 
underpinning /'Andopinir)/ noun sup¬ 
porting from underneath. Synonym 
foundation 

underprivileged /.Ando'privil^d/ adj 
not having the same opportunities as other 
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people. Synonym disadvantaged. Antonym 
well-off 

underrate /.Ando'reit/ verb to value some¬ 
thing less than you ought. Synonym 

undervalue 

underrated /.Ando'reitid/ adj deserving to 
be valued more 

® underscore /.Ando'sko:/ verb to 
emphasise. Antonym ignore 
undersea /.Ando'si:/ adj relating to the 
area below the surface of the sea 
® undershirt /'Andoj3:t/ noun US a light 
piece of underclothing for the top half of the 
body (NOTE: The British term is vest.) 
underside /'Andosaid/ noun a side that is 
underneath. Synonym base 
undersigned /.Ando'saind/ noun the per¬ 
son or persons who have signed a letter ( for¬ 
mal) 

understaffed /,Ando'sta:ft/ adj operating 
with too few workers 

® understand /.Ando 1 stsend/ verb 1. to 
know what something means O Don’t try to 
talk English to Mr Yoshida - he doesn *t un¬ 
derstand it. □ to make yourself understood 
to explain what you want, even if you don’t 
speak the language O I hardly speak, any Jap¬ 
anese, but I managed to make myself under¬ 
stood. 2. to have information, to think 
something is true because someone has told 
you so O We understand that they ’re getting 
married next month. O It was understood that 
the group would meet at the pub. 3. to have 
sympathy for someone O She’s a good 
teacher - she really understands children. 4. 
to know why something happens or how 
something works O I can easily understand 
why his wife left him. O I still don’t under¬ 
stand how to operate the new laser printer. 
(NOTE: understanding - understood 
/Ando’stud/) 

understandable / l Ando l st£endob(o)l/ adj 
normal, which is easy to understand. Syn¬ 
onym comprehensible. Antonym in¬ 
comprehensible 

understandably /.Ando'stasndobli/ adv 
in a way which you can understand 
® understanding /.Ando'staendig/ noun 
1. the ability to understand something O My 
understanding of how the Internet works is 
severely limited. 2. sympathy for someone 
else and their problems O The boss showed 
no understanding when she told him about 
her financial difficulties. O The aim is to pro¬ 
mote understanding between the two coun¬ 
tries. 3. a private agreement O We reached 
an understanding with the lawyers. O The un¬ 
derstanding was that we would all go to the 
office after lunch. 4. □ on the understand¬ 
ing that on condition that, provided that O 
We accept the terms of the treaty, on the un¬ 
derstanding that it has to be passed by Par¬ 


under way 

liament. ■ adj sympathetic O His under¬ 
standing attitude was much appreciated. 

Antonym unsympathetic 

understate /,Ando'steit/ verb to make 
something seem less important than it really 
is. Synonym play down. Antonym 
exaggerate 

understated /.Ando'steitid/ adj which 
makes something seem less strong than it re¬ 
ally is. Antonym exaggerated 
understatement /'Ando.steitmont/ noun 
a statement which does not tell the facts 
forcefully enough. Antonym exaggeration 
® understood /.Ando'stud/ i> 
understand 

understudy /'AndostAdi/ noun an actor 
who learns a part in the play so as to be able 
to act it if the usual actor cannot perform O 
The understudy had to take over last night 
when the male lead fell and broke his arm. 
Synonym substitute ■ verb to be the under¬ 
study for an actor O Who is understudying 
Judi Dench? O He is understudying Hamlet. 

® undertake /.Ando'teik/ verb 1. to agree 
to do something O He has undertaken to pay 
her £100 a week for twelve weeks. 2. to do 
something O They undertook a survey of the 
market on our behalf. (NOTE: undertook 
/Ando'tuk/ - has undertaken) 
undertaker /'Andoteiko/ noun a person 
who organises funerals (NOTE: Another US 
term is mortician.) 

® undertaking /'Andoteikii)/ noun 1. a 
business o The Post Office must be consid¬ 
ered as a commercial undertaking, not as a 
public service. 2. a promise O She gave him 
an undertaking that she would continue to 
work for a further six months. O They have 
given us a written undertaking that they will 
not play loud music after ten o ’clock at night. 
3. a large-scale job □ it was quite an under¬ 
taking it was a very difficult job 
undertone /'Andotoun/ noun 1. a quiet 
voice 2. a hidden feeling 
undertook /.Ando'tuk/ 0 undertake 
underused /.Ando'juizd/ adj not used 
enough 

undervalue /.Ando'vaelju:/ verb to value 
at less than the true rate 
undervalued /.Ando'veeljuid/ adj not val¬ 
ued highly enough 

underwater /.Ando'woito/ adj below the 
surface of the water O How long can you stay 
underwater? O He dived and swam underwa¬ 
ter for several seconds. O She goes on holi¬ 
day to the Red Sea to do underwater 
photography. 

under way /,Ando 'wei/ adv in progress o 
The show finally got under way after a lot of 
delays. 
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® underwear /'Andswea/ noun clothes 
worn next to your skin under other clothes 
(NOTE: no plural) 

underweight /,And3'weit/ adj not heavy 
enough, which weighs less than usual. Ant¬ 
onym overweight 

® underwent /.Ands'went/ o undergo 
underworld /'And3W3;ld/ noun 1. (in my¬ 
thology) a place inhabited by the dead O Or¬ 
pheus went down into the Underworld to 
search for his wife. 2. the world of criminals 
O The police superintendent is an expert on 
London's underworld gangs. 
undeserved /,Andi'z3:vd/ adj received, 
but not deserved 

undesirable /, Andi'zai3r3b(3)l/ adj 1. not 
wanted O It’s highly undesirable that they 
should build a factory in the national park. 2. 
not pleasant O Taking the medicine produces 
no undesirable effects. ■ noun a person who 
is not wanted, who is considered a bad influ¬ 
ence O We are tightening the immigration 
law to keep undesirables out of the countty. 
undetected /,Andi'tektid/ adj not noticed 
or discovered 

undeterred /,Andi't3:d/ adj not put off by 
difficulties 

undeveloped /,Andi'vebpt/ adj which 
has not been developed 
® undid /An'did/i) undo 
undies /'Andiz/ plural noun underwear, es¬ 
pecially women’s underwear ( informal ) o 
I've just washed my undies, I hope they’ll be 
dry by the morning. 

undignified /An'dignifaid/ adj appearing 
foolish or making the person involved appear 
foolish 

undisclosed /,Andis'kbuzd/ adj which 
has not been told to anyone. Synonym se¬ 
cret. Antonym known 
undiscovered /.Andi'skAvad/ adj not yet 
found or widely known about 
undisguised /,Andis'gaizd/ adj expressed 
fully, clearly and openly 
undisputed /,Andi'spju:tid/ adj which no 
one disputes. Antonym questionable 
undisturbed /,Andi'st3ibd/ adj without 
being disturbed 

undivided /,Andi'vaidid/ adj concentrat¬ 
ing on one thing 

® undo /An'du:/ verb 1. to unfasten some¬ 
thing which is tied or buttoned O The first 
thing he did on getting home was to undo his 
tie. O Undo your top button if your collar is 
too tight. 2. to upset the good effect of some¬ 
thing O His off-the-cuff remarks undid all the 
good work done to increase racial coopera¬ 
tion. (NOTE: undid /An'did/ - has undone 
/An'dAn/) 

undoing /An'dutir)/ noun a person’s ruin. 
Synonym downfall. Antonym making 


undone /An'dAn/ adj 1. unfastened 2. not 
completed O Some of work was left undone. 

® undoubted /An'dautid/ adj certain, 
true. Antonym doubtful 
undoubtedly /An'dautidli/ adv certainly 
undress /An'dres/ verb to take your 
clothes off 

undressed /An'drest/ adj naked, or not 
wearing much clothing 
undue /An'djul/ adj excessive, too much. 
Synonym unwarranted. Antonym justified 
undulate /'Andjuleit/ verb to rise and fall 
like waves 

unduly /An'djuili/ adv excessively, too 
much. Antonym justifiably 
undying /An'daur)/ adj which lasts for 
ever. Synonym unending 
unearned income /,An3:nd 'inkAm/ adj 
income from investments, rents etc., as op¬ 
posed to wages or salary 
unearth /An'3:0/ verb to dig up; to discover 
unearthly /An'3:01i/ adj 1. wild and strange 
O Unearthly shrieks came from the empty 
church. 2. much too early O I had to get up at 
some unearthly hour to catch the plane to 
Milan. 

unease /An'itz/ noun feeling uncomfort¬ 
able and worried. Antonym calm 
uneasily /An'ilzili/ adv in an uneasy way 
uneasy /An'itzi/ adj nervous and worried. 
Synonym anxious. Antonym calm (NOTE: 
uneasier - uneasiest) 
uneatable /An'i:t3b(a)l/ adj which cannot 
be eaten 

uneconomic /.Aniiks'nDmik/ adj which 
is not economic, which does not make a 
profit 

uneducated /An'edjukeitid/ adj not well 
educated 

unemotional / 1 Am l mooJ(o)n(o)l/ adj 
showing very little or no feeling 
@ unemployed /,Anim'pbid/ adj without 
a job O The government is encouraging un¬ 
employed teenagers to apply for training 
grants. Antonym employed ■ plural noun □ 
the unemployed people with no jobs o The 
government is offering special grants to help 
the unemployed. 

© unemployment /.Amm'pbimsnt/ 
noun a lack of work o The unemployment 
figures or the figures for unemployment are 
rising. Antonym employment 
unemployment benefit /,Amm- 
'pbimsnt ,bemfit/ noun money paid by the 
government to someone who is unemployed 
unending /An'endir)/ adj which is going 
on for ever, with no end. Synonym endless. 
Antonym finite 

unenthusiastic /.AninOjuizi'cestik/ adj 
showing no enthusiasm, interest, or excite¬ 
ment about something 
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unenviable /An'envi3b(3)l/ adj difficult or 
unpleasant 

unequal /An'iikwal/ adj 1. not equal o The 
management was accused of applying un¬ 
equal conditions to male and female employ¬ 
ees. 2. □ unequal to not good enough, not 
strong enough for O Their feeble efforts were 
totally unequal to the task. 
unequalled /An'iikwold/ adj which has no 
equal. Antonym ordinary 
unequivocal /.Ani'kwivokCo)!/ adj which 
cannot be misunderstood. Synonym clear 
unerring /An'3:rir)/ adj always accurate 
unethical /An'e0ik(9)l/ adj not according 
to agreed standards of moral conduct 
uneven /An'i:v(3)n/ adj not smooth, not 
flat 

unevenly /An'i:v(3)nli/ adv not evenly 
uneventful ^Ani'ventf^jl/ adj with no 
particularly exciting events. Antonym 

exciting 

unexceptional /.Amk'sepJ^nal/ adj not 
very different, special or unusual 
unexciting /.Anik'saitir)/ adj ordinary or 
dull and boring 

unexpected /.Amk'spektid/ adj which is 
surprising and not what was expected O We 
had an unexpected visit from the police. O 
His failure was quite unexpected. Synonym 

unforeseen. Antonym expected 
unexpectedly /,Anik'spektidli/ adv in an 
unexpected way 

unexplained /.Amk'spleind/ adj which 
has not been explained. Synonym mysteri¬ 
ous. Antonym apparent 
unexplored /.Amk'sploid/ adj 1. not vis¬ 
ited before 2. not yet investigated, studied or 
discussed 

unfailing /An'feilir)/ adj which never 
changes, which is always there. Synonym re¬ 
liable. Antonym erratic 
(D unfair /An'fes/ adj not right, not fair o 
It’s unfair to expect her to do all the house¬ 
work while her sisters don’t lift a finger to 
help. 

unfair dismissal /.Anfes dis'mis(3)l/ 
noun the process of removing a person from 
his job for reasons which do not appear to be 
reasonable 

unfaithful /An'fei0f(3)l/ adj having sex 
with someone who is not your husband or 
wife. Synonym disloyal 
unfamiliar /.Anfa'milja/ adj not knowing 
at all well 

unfashionable /An'faeJ(3)n9b(3)l/ adj not 
fashionable. Antonym trendy 
unfasten /An'fa:s(3)n/ verb to undo a belt, 
tie or button etc. which is fastened. Antonym 

fasten 

unfathomable /An'faed3m3b(3)l/ adj too 
difficult to understand 


unfavourable /An'feiv(3)r3b(3)l/ adj not 
favourable (NOTE: The US spelling is unfa¬ 
vorable.) 

unfazed /An'feizd/ adj not disturbed or put 
off 

unfeasible /An'fi:zib(3)l/ adj impractical 
as a goal, or not easy to do 
unfeeling /An'fiilig/ adj not caring or 
sympathetic 

unfinished /An'fmijt/ adj which has not 
been finished. Antonym finished 
unfit /An'fit/ adj 1 . not fit, not in good phys¬ 
ical condition O I used to play a lot of tennis 
but I’ve got unfit during the winter. O He’s so 
unfit, he goes red in the face if he simply 
bends down to pick something up off the 
floor. 2. □ unfit for not suitable for O He was 
classed as unfit for service in the police 
force. □ unfit for human consumption not 
good enough to be eaten by people o The 
meat was found to be unfit for human con¬ 
sumption. □ unfit for human habitation not 
of good enough standard for people to live in 
O The house has been condemned as unfit for 
human habitation. O The old houses were de¬ 
clared unfit for human habitation and pulled 
down. 

unflattering /An'fl2et(3)riq/ adj showing 
someone or something in an uncomplimen¬ 
tary or unfavourable way 
unfold /An'fauld/ verb 1. to spread out 
something which is folded, such as a newspa¬ 
per O She unfolded the tablecloth and put it 
on the table. 2. (of a story) to become clear o 
As the full extent of the disaster unfolded, so 
it became clear that the emergency services 
could not cope. 

unforeseeable /.Anfoi'siisbCa)!/ adj 
which could not be foreseen. Synonym un¬ 
expected. Antonym predictable 
unforeseen /.Anfoi'siin/ adj not foreseen, 
not anticipated. Synonym unexpected. Ant¬ 
onym expected 

unforgettable /.Anfa'getabCajl/ adj 
which camiot be forgotten. Synonym 

memorable 

unforgivable /.Anfs'givsbCs)!/ adj impos¬ 
sible to forgive 

unforgiving /.Anfa'givir)/ adj not willing 
to forgive 

unforthcoming /,Anfo:0'kAmir)/ adj not 
willing talk much or to reveal information 
® unfortunate /An'foitJXsjnat/ adj 1. 
which is not lucky O He made some rather 
unfortunate purchases on the stock exchange. 
2. which makes you sad O It was very unfor¬ 
tunate that she couldn’t come to see us. 3. 
embarrassing O He made some very unfortu¬ 
nate friendships when he was in the army. O 
She made some unfortunate remarks about 
the bride’s feet. 


unfortunately 

<D unfortunately /An'fo:tJ(9)n9tli/ adv 
which you wish was not true O Unfortunately 
the train arrived so late that she missed the 
meeting. 

unfounded /An'faundid/ adj without any 
basis in truth. Synonym groundless. Ant¬ 
onym proven 

unfriendly /An'frendli/ adj not acting like 
a friend (NOTE: unfriendlier 

unfriendliest) 

unfulfilled /.Anful'fild/ adj which has not 
been carried out 

unfurl /An'f3il/ verb 1. to unroll like a flag 
2. to develop gradually O We watched fasci¬ 
nated by the events which unfurled on our TV 
screens. 

unfurnished /An'f3:nijt/ adj with no fur¬ 
niture. Antonym furnished 
ungainly /An'geinli/ adj moving without 
grace 

ungodly /An'godli/ adj unpleasant or in¬ 
convenient □ an ungodly hour a very early 
or late time O He rang me at some ungodly 
hour. 

ungracious /An'greijos/ adj not 
well-mannered 

ungrammatical /.Angro'maetdda)!/ adj 
using incorrect grammar 
ungrateful /An'greitf(3)l/ adj not grateful 
unguarded /An'gaidid/ adj careless □ in 
an unguarded moment without thinking 
about the consequences 
unhappily /An'hsepili/ adv in a sad way. 
Synonym unfortunately. Antonym luckily 
unhappiness /An'haepinos/ noun the state 
of being unhappy. Synonym sadness. Ant¬ 
onym happiness 

© unhappy /An'haspi/ adj sad, not happy o 
He’s unhappy in his job because his boss is 
always criticising him. O She looked very un¬ 
happy when she came out of the hospital. O 
The children had an unhappy childhood. 
(NOTE: unhappier - unhappiest) 
unharmed /An'haimd/ adj not harmed, not 
hurt 

unhealthy /An'helOi/ adj 1 . not healthy o / 
thought her face was an unhealthy colour. 2. 
which does not make you healthy O The of¬ 
fice is very unhealthy, and most of the staff 
seem to be ill all the time. O Sitting around 
smoking and not doing any sport is very un¬ 
healthy. O Their children have a very un¬ 
healthy diet. 3. unnatural O She has an 
unhealthy interest in dead bodies. (NOTE: un- 
healthier - unhealthiest) 
unheard /An'h3id/ adj 1 . not heard by any¬ 
one 2. not allowed to be heard 
unheard of /An'h3id dv/ adj strange or 
odd 

unhelpful /An'helpf(o)l/ adj not helpful 


uninhabited 

unhurried /An'hArid/ adj done in a quiet, 
relaxed way 

unhurt /An'h3it/ adj not hurt. Antonym 

hurt 

unicorn /'juinikoin/ noun an imaginary 
animal, a white horse with one long, straight 
horn growing from the centre of its head 
unidentified /,Anai'dentifaid/ adj which 
you do not recognise, which you cannot iden¬ 
tify. Synonym nameless. Antonym known 
unification /Ju:nifi'keiJ(9)n/ noun the 
act of joining two countries together to form 
one. Compare reunification. Synonym 
amalgamation. Antonym split 
© uniform /'juinifoim/ noun special 
clothes worn by all members of an organisa¬ 
tion or group O He went to the fancy dress 
party dressed in a policeman's uniform. O 
Who are those people in French army uni¬ 
form? O What colour is her school uniform? 
O The holiday camp staff all wear yellow uni¬ 
forms. □ in uniform wearing a uniform O 
The policeman was not in uniform at the 
time. ■ adj all the same, never changing O 
The supermarket wants vegetables of uniform 
size and colour. 

uniformed /'juimfoimd/ adj wearing a 
uniform 

uniformed staff /'juim.foimd staif/ 
noun staff such as hotel porters and railway 
workers, who wear uniforms 
uniformity /Juim'foimiti/ noun the qual¬ 
ity of being uniform 

unify /'juinifai/ verb to join separate coun¬ 
tries or groups together to form a single one. 
Synonym unite 

unilateral /Juini'lart^ojrol/ adj done by 
one side only, not taken jointly. Synonym 

one-sided. Antonym joint 
unilaterally /Juini'lart^ojroli/ adv in a 
unilateral way 

unimaginable / l Ani l mced3inob(3)l/ adj 
which cannot be imagined. Synonym incon¬ 
ceivable. Antonym conceivable 
unimaginative /.Ani'maedsinotrv/ adj 
not good at thinking of new or interesting 
ideas, plans, or situations 
unimportant /.Anim'poitOjnt/ adj not 
important. Synonym inconsequential 
unimpressed /.Anim'prest/ adj not im¬ 
pressed. Antonym enthusiastic 
uninformative /.Anin'foimotrv/ adj not 
providing much information 
uninformed /.Anin'foimd/ adj without 
enough knowledge. Synonym ignorant. 
Antonym informed 

uninhabitable /.Anm'hasbitobCo)!/ adj 
not suitable to be lived in 
uninhabited /.Amn'haebitid/ adj with no 
one living there. Synonym unoccupied 
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uninhibited /.Anm'hibitid/ adj able to ex¬ 
press yourself freely, able to do what you 
want to do 

uninitiated /.Am'mjieitid/ adj □ the un¬ 
initiated people who do not have specialist 
knowledge of something O To the uniniti¬ 
ated, computer jargon seems difficult to 
understand. 

uninspired /.Anin'spaiod/ adj lacking a 
sense of originality 

unintelligent /.Anm'tel^ont/ adj show¬ 
ing a lack of intelligence 
unintelligible /.Anm'telidsityo)!/ adj 
which cannot be understood. Synonym in¬ 
comprehensible. Antonym intelligible 
unintended /.Amn'tendid/ adj not 
planned or wanted 

unintentional /.Anin'tenJXojnte)!/ adj 
which is not intended. Synonym accidental. 
Antonym intentional 

uninterested /An'introstid/ adj not hav¬ 
ing any interest in something. Synonym in¬ 
different. Antonym concerned 
uninterrupted /.Aninto'rAptid/ adj con¬ 
tinuous, with no breaks. Synonym continu¬ 
ous. Antonym sporadic 
uninviting /.Anm'vaitir)/ adj not attractive 
or pleasant 

(D union /'juinjon/ noun 1. □ (trade) union 
an organisation which represents workers 
who are its members in discussions with em¬ 
ployers about wages and conditions of em¬ 
ployment O The staff are all members of a 
union or they are (trade) union members. O 
The union called a meeting to discuss the 
company’s takeover by a German company. 
2. the state of being joined together O We 
support the union of these various groups un¬ 
der one umbrella organisation. 3. a group of 
countries or independent states which are 
linked into a federation O The union between 
England and Scotland is over 300 years old. 
4. the United States of America O The Presi¬ 
dent will give his State of the Union message 
in January. 5. marriage O Their union will be 
celebrated on 1st November. 
unionism / l ju:nj9mz(o)m/ noun a belief 
in the principle of trade unions 
unionist /'juiniomst/ noun a member of a 
trade union O All her family were trade 
unionists. 

Unionist /'juinjomst/ noun a member of a 
party which wants to preserve the union be¬ 
tween Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
(D Union Jack /Juinjon 'd3aek/ noun the 
national flag of the United Kingdom O The 
Union Jack was flying over the embassy. O 
The streets were decorated with Union Jacks. 
Also called Union Flag 
(D unique /jui'niik/ adj different to every¬ 
thing else, the only one that exists O The 


stamp is unique, and so is worth a great deal. 
O He’s studying the unique vegetation of the 
island. Synonym sole 

uniqueness /jui'niiknos/ noun the state 
of being unique. Synonym individuality 
unisex /'juimseks/ adj which can be used 
by both men and women 
unison /'ju:ms(3)n/ noun O in unison 1. 
doing something all together O The children 
all shouted ‘yes, please’ in unison. 2. in total 
agreement O Unions and employers must 
learn to work in unison. 

(D unit /'jumit/ noun 1. one part of some¬ 
thing larger O If you pass three units of the 
course you can move to the next level. 2. one 
piece of furniture, such as a cupboard or set 
of shelves which can be matched with others 
O The kitchen is designed as a basic set of 
units with more units which can be added 
later. 3. the amount used to measure some¬ 
thing O Kilos and pounds are units of weight. 
4. a specialised section of a hospital O She is 
in the intensive care unit. O The burns unit 
was full after the plane accident. 5. a single 
number less than ten O 63 has six tens and 
three units. 

unitary /'ju:nit(3)ri/ adj referring to a sin¬ 
gle unit 

(D unite /jui'nait/ verb to join together into 
a single body 

(D united /jui'nait id/ adj joined together as 
a whole O Relief worker's from various coun¬ 
tries worked as a united team. O They were 
united in their desire to improve their work¬ 
ing conditions. Synonym joint. Antonym 
separated 

(i) United Nations /jui'naitid 'neijnz/ 
noun an international organisation including 
almost all sovereign states in the world, 
where member states are represented at meet¬ 
ings. Abbr UN 

unit trust /'jumit trASt/ noun an organisa¬ 
tion which takes money from small investors 
and invests it in stocks and shares under a 
trust deed, the investment being in the form 
of units or shares in the trust (NOTE: The US 
term is mutual fund.) 

(D unity /'juiniti/ noun being one whole. 
Antonym disarray 

(D universal /Juim'v3is(9)l/ adj which is 
understood or experienced by everyone in the 
world O There is a universal hope for peace 
in the region. Synonym worldwide. Ant¬ 
onym local 

universally /,juini'v3is(3)li/ adv every¬ 
where; by everyone 

(D universe /'ju:niv3is/ noun all space and 
everything that exists in it, including the 
earth, the planets and the stars. Synonym 

cosmos 


university 

<D university /Jumi'vsisiti/ noun the 
highest level of educational institution, which 
gives degrees to successful students, and 
where a wide range of specialised subjects 
are taught O You need to do well at school to 
be able to go to university. O My sister is at 
university. (NOTE: The plural is universi¬ 
ties.) 

unjust /An'd3ASt/ adj not fair. Synonym 
unfair. Antonym just 

unjustified /An'd3Astifaid/ adj 1. which is 
not justified O Her criticism of the minister 
was completely unjustified. 2. (in printing) 
not justified, without an even edge to the text 
O We left the right-hand edge unjustified. 
unkempt /An'kempt/ adj not looked after, 
especially referring to things which need 
cutting 

unkind /An'kaind/ adj cruel o It was un¬ 
kind of him to keep talking about her weight. 
Synonym nasty. Antonym kind (NOTE: 
unkinder - unkindest) 
unknowingly /An'nouigli/ adv without 
realising the truth 

<D unknown /An 'noun/ adj not known o 
She was killed by an unknown attacker. O 
The college received money from an un¬ 
known benefactor. 

unknown quantity /.Announ 'kwDntiti/ 
noun a person or thing you know nothing 
about 

unlawful /An'b:f(o)l/ adj which is against 
the law. Synonym illegal. Antonym lawful 
unleash /An'liiJV verb 1. to allow a violent 
force to become free O The government’s de¬ 
cision unleashed a wave of protests through¬ 
out the country. 2. to let a dog go free after it 
was attached by a leash O As soon as the se¬ 
curity guards heard the siren they unleashed 
the dogs. 

<D unless /on'les/ conj if not, except if o 
Unless we hear from you within ten days, we 
will start legal action. O I think they don’t 
want to see us, unless of course they ’re ill. 
unlicensed /An'lais(o)nst/ adj without an 
official licence, especially an official licence 
to sell alcohol 

@ unlike /An'laik/ adj, prep 1. totally dif¬ 
ferent from O He ‘s quite unlike his brother. 
2. not normal, not typical □ it is unlike him 
to be rude he is not usually rude 
<D unlikely /An'laikli/ adj 1. not likely O 
It’s unlikely that many people will come to 
the show. 2. which is probably not true O He 
trotted out some unlikely excuse about how 
his train ticket had been eaten by the dog. 
unlimited /An'limitid/ adj with no limits. 
Synonym limitless. Antonym limited 
unlimited mileage /An.limitid 'mailid3/ 
noun an allowance with a hired car, where 


unnoticed 

the driver is not charged for the number of 
miles driven 

unload /An'loud/ verb to remove a load 
from a vehicle. Synonym unpack 
<D unlock /An'lDk/ verb to open something 
which was locked 

unluckily /An'lAkili/ adv with bad luck 
unlucky /An'bvki/ adj not lucky, which 
brings bad luck (NOTE: unluckier - 
unluckiest) 

unmanageable /An'maenid33b(3)l/ adj 
very difficult or impossible to deal with 
unmanned /An'masnd/ adj not manned, 
with no crew 

unmarked /An'maikt/ adj with no mark on 
it which could identify it. Synonym spot¬ 
less. Antonym marked 
unmarried /An'maerid/ adj not married. 
Antonym married 

unmask /An'maisk/ verb 1. to remove 
someone’s mask 2. to show someone as they 
really are. Synonym expose 
unmentionable /An l menJon9b(3)l/ adj 
which you must not talk about because it is 
so indecent, unpleasant etc. 
unmistakable /.Anmi'steikob^)!/ adj 
which is easily recognised and cannot be 
mistaken. Synonym obvious. Antonym 
ambiguous 

unmitigated /An'mitigeitid/ adj total or 
complete 

unmoved /An'muivd/ adj not touched or 
not affected. Synonym indifferent. Antonym 
touched 

unnamed /An'neimd/ adj who has not 
been named. Synonym unidentified 
unnatural /An'naetJ(9)rol/ adj 1. which is 
not as it is in nature O His face was an unnat¬ 
ural blue colour. 2. which does not follow 
the usual pattern O It seems unnatural that he 
should take his father to court. O Their be¬ 
haviour seemed unnatural to me. 
unnecessarily /An'nes9s(3)nli/ adv use¬ 
lessly; for no good reason 
unnecessary /An'nesosfojri/ adj which is 
not needed, which does not have to be done O 
It is unnecessary for you to wear a suit to the 
party. O She makes a lot of unnecessary 
phone calls. Synonym needless 
unnerve /An'n3iv/ verb to make someone 
lose his nerve or his courage. Synonym 
alarm. Antonym calm 
unnerving /An'n3ivir)/ adj which frightens 
you. Synonym frightening. Antonym 
comforting 

unnoticed /An'noutist/ adj 1. not noticed 
O The bomb lay unnoticed by the door of the 
supermarket. 2 . without anyone noticing O 
The whole affair passed unnoticed by the 
press. 
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unobserved 
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unrelated 


unobserved /.Anab'zsivd/ adj not seen 
by anyone 

unobtainable / l Anob l tein3b(9)l/ adj 
which cannot be obtained. Synonym un¬ 
available. Antonym available 
unobtrusive /.Anab'truisiv/ adj not obvi¬ 
ous; not easily noticed. Synonym inconspic¬ 
uous. Antonym conspicuous 
unoccupied /An'Dkjupaid/ adj empty, not 
occupied 

unofficial /,An3'fiJ(9)l/ adj not approved 
by an administration or by people in power. 
Synonym unauthorised 
unofficially /'Ana'fijali/ adv in an unoffi¬ 
cial way 

unopposed /.Ana'psuzd/ adj, adv having 
no opposition 

unorthodox /An'oiBadoks/ adj not usual. 
Synonym unconventional 
unpack /An 1 pas k/ verb to take things out of 
cases in which they were transported. Syn¬ 
onym unload 

unpaid /An'peid/ adj 1. {of a person) who 
is not paid a salary O He works as unpaid 
secretary for the sports club. 2. {of a bill) 
which has not been settled O Piles of unpaid 
bills littered his desk. 

unpalatable /An'pa2l3t3b(3)l/ adj unpleas¬ 
ant to consider or accept O She had to face 
some unpalatable facts. 
unparalleled /An'paersleld/ adj with no 
parallel or no equal. Antonym mediocre 
unplanned /An'pkend/ adj not intended to 
happen 

unpleasant /An'plez(3)nt/ adj not nice, 
not pleasant O There’s a very unpleasant 
smell in the kitchen. O The boss is a very un¬ 
pleasant man and shouts at his secretary all 
the time. O Try not to be unpleasant to the 
waitress. O The meat has an unpleasant 
taste. 

unplug /An'pLvg/ verb to remove a plug 
from a socket (NOTE: unplugging - 
unplugged) 

unpopular /An'popjula/ adj not liked by 
many people 

unpopularity /A^popju'keriti/ noun not 
being liked (NOTE: no plural) 
unprecedented /An'presidentid/ adj 
which has never happened before, or with 
such force. Synonym unparalleled. Ant¬ 
onym ordinary 

unpredictable /.Anpri'diktatya)!/ adj 
which cannot be predicted or forecast. Syn¬ 
onym random. Antonym predictable 
unprepared /.Anpri'pead/ adj not ready □ 
unprepared to do something not willing to 
do something O The students are unprepared 
to pay the increased tuition fees. 
unpretentious /.Anpri'tenjss/ adj not 
showing off. Antonym pretentious 


unprincipled /An'prinsip(3)ld/ adj with¬ 
out any moral standards. Synonym 

dishonest 

unprintable /An 1 print3b(a)l/ adj so rude 
that you cannot print it. Antonym 

inoffensive 

unproductive /.Anpra'dAktiv/ adj 1. {of a 
discussion) which does not produce any re¬ 
sult O The debate was quite unproductive. 2. 
{of land) which does not produce any crops o 
Their land had become unproductive and 
they ’d stopped farming it. 
unprofessional /,Anpr9'feJ(>)n(3)l/ adj 
not according to professional standards 
unprofitable /An'prDfit3b(3)l/ adj 1. 
which does not make a profit O The interna¬ 
tional show was unprofitable, and had to be 
subsidised by the government. 2. which does 
not bring any advantage O She made an un¬ 
profitable visit to her lawyer. 
unprotected /.Anprs'tektid/ adj which is 
not protected 

unprotected sex /.Anpra'tektid seks/ 
noun sexual intercourse without using a 
condom 

unprovoked /.Anprs'vaukt/ adj not 
caused by words or actions that might pro¬ 
duce anger or resentment 
unpublished /An'pAbliJt/ adj which has 
not been published 

unqualified /An'kwolifaid/ adj 1. who has 
not passed the examinations to qualify for a 
profession O The hospital is said to be em¬ 
ploying unqualified nursing staff. 2 . total or 
complete O The school sports day was an un¬ 
qualified success. 

unquestionable /An'kwest J9n9b(3)l/ adj 
which is certain, not doubtful. Synonym in¬ 
disputable. Antonym arguable 
unravel /An'raev(3)l/ verb 1. to disentangle 
something knotted O We spent hours trying 
to unravel the ball of string. 2. {of knitting or 
woven material) to become undone o Don’t 
cut that bit of wool or the jumper will un¬ 
ravel. 3. to come to pieces O His elaborate 
plan began to unravel. 4. to solve a mystery 
O No one has ever been able to unravel the 
mystery of her disappearance. (NOTE: un¬ 
ravelling - unravelled. The US spelling is 
unraveling - unraveled.) 
unreal /An'risl/ adj not like the real world 
unrealistic /.Anna'listik/ adj not taking 
into account the true facts of a situation. Syn¬ 
onym impractical 

unreasonable /An'riizO^abO)!/ adj not 
reasonable, unfair 

u n recog n isable /, Anrekag 1 naiz3b(9)l/ 
adj impossible to recognise 
unrelated /.Anri'leitid/ adj 1. not related, 
with no connection O Two unrelated inci¬ 
dents occurred during the night. O The 


unrelenting 

sudden increase in temperature is quite unre¬ 
lated to her heart condition. 2. not belonging 
to the same family O They have the same sur¬ 
name, but as far as I know are unrelated. 
unrelenting /.AnriTentig/ adj which never 
stops or weakens. Antonym yielding 
unreliable /.Anri'laiabCa)!/ adj which can¬ 
not be relied on 

unremarkable /.Ann'muikobfo)]/ adj not 
worthy of special notice or attention because 
of being ordinary or common 
unremitting /.Anri'mitirj/ adj never end¬ 
ing. Synonym constant. Antonym inter¬ 
mittent 

unrepentant /, Ann 1 pent ont/ adj with no 
regrets for what you have done. Antonym 

remorseful 

unrepresentative /.Anrepri'zentotiv/ 
adj not typical of a particular kind or class 
unrequited /,Ann'kwaitid/ adj not re¬ 
turned or felt by another person 
unreserved /,Anri'z3:vd/ adj given with¬ 
out conditions 

unresolved /,Ann'zDlvd/ adj which has 
not been solved. Antonym settled 
unresponsive /,Ann'spDnsiv/ adj react¬ 
ing very little or not at all 
unrest /An'rest/ noun a situation where 
people protest to try to get political or indus¬ 
trial change (NOTE: no plural) 
unrestrained /,Ann'strcmd/ adj which is 
not controlled. Synonym uncontrolled. Ant¬ 
onym restrained 

unrestricted /^nri'striktid/ adj without 
any restrictions. Antonym restricted 
unrewarding /.ArnTwoidig/ adj not pro¬ 
viding any satisfaction or pleasure 
unrivalled /An'raiv(3)ld/ adj having no 
equal 

unroll /An'roul/ verb to undo something 
which is rolled up 

unruffled /An'rAf(o)ld/ adj not anxious. 
Synonym calm. Antonym flustered 
unruly /An'ruili/ adj wild, with no disci¬ 
pline. Synonym boisterous (NOTE: unrulier 
- unruliest) 

unsafe /An'seif/ adj dangerous □ to feel 
unsafe to feel you are in danger o She does- 
n’t like to be alone at night, she says she feels 
unsafe. 

unsaid /An'sed/ adj □ it would have been 
better to have left it unsaid it would have 
been better not to say it 
unsatisfactory /,Ansaetis'faekt(3)ri/ adj 
not satisfactory. Synonym inadequate. Ant¬ 
onym acceptable 

unsatisfied /An'saetisfaid/ adj not satis¬ 
fied. Antonym pleased 
unsavoury /An'seivari/ adj not pleasant 
(NOTE: The US spelling is unsavory.) 


unsolved 

unscathed /An'skeidd/ adj not harmed. 
Synonym unharmed 

unscrew /An'skru:/ verb 1. to open by 
twisting a top which screws on O The top of 
this bottle opens by unscrewing so you don’t 
need a bottle opener. 2. to unfasten by taking 
out screws O My screwdriver is much too big 
to unscrew the back of the TV. 
unscrupulous /An'skruipjulas/ adj not 
worrying too much about honesty. Synonym 
dishonest 

® unsealed /'Ansitld/ adj which is not 
closed with a seal 

unseat /An'siit/ verb 1. to make an MP 
lose his seat in an election O She only needs a 
small swing to have a good chance of unseat¬ 
ing him. 2. to make someone fall off a horse 
O He was unseated as he tried to jump the 
fence. 

unseemly /An'siimli/ adj offensive or 
rude. Synonym inappropriate. Antonym 
proper 

unseen /An'siin/ adj not seen, invisible. 
Synonym hidden. Antonym noticeable 

unselfish /An'selfiJ/ adj thinking only of 
other people. Synonym selfless. Antonym 
selfish 

unsettle /An'set(a)l/ verb to cause some¬ 
one anxiety. Synonym worry. Antonym 
soothe 

unsettled /An'set(a)ld/ adj 1. (of weather) 
which changes often O Unsettled weather is 
forecast for the next few days. 2. not calm O 
The present unsettled market shows no sign 
of becoming more stable. 
unsettling /An'set(a)lir)/ adj which makes 
you nervous and worried. Antonym 
soothing 

unshakable /a n'|eikohfo) 1/ adj certain 
whatever happens 

unshaven /An'Jeivan/ adj without having 
shaved 

unsightly /An'saitli/ adj ugly, unpleasant 
to see. Synonym unattractive 
unskilled /An'skild/ adj 1. without any 
particular skill. Antonym trained 2. needing 
no skill O Some of these unskilled jobs pay 
very bad wages. 

unskilled Staff /An'skild staif/ noun em¬ 
ployees who have no particular skills, and do 
general work such as cleaning, taking the 
post to the post offices etc. 
unsociable /An's3uJob(3)l/ adj not 
friendly, not wanting to meet other people. 
Synonym unfriendly. Antonym friendly 
unsold /An'sould/ adj not sold 
unsolicited /Ansa'lisitid/ adj given, sent 
or received without being asked for 
unsolved /An'sDlvd/ adj which has not 
been solved. Synonym unexplained. Ant¬ 
onym resolved 
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untrue 
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unsophisticated 

unsophisticated /.Ansa'fistikeitid/ adj 

simple; not sophisticated 

unsound /An'saund/ adj 1. □ of unsound 

mind mad 2. not based on fact or logic O His 
reasoning is unsound. 

unspeakable /An'spi:k9b(9)l/ adj ex¬ 
tremely unpleasant 

unspecified /An'spesifaid/ adj which has 
not been specified. Antonym specific 
unspoiled /An'spoilt/, unspoilt adj not 
made unattractive by development 
unspoken /An'spauksn/ adj which is not 
said. Synonym tacit 

unstable /An'steib(o)l/ adj 1. not stable o 
They put scaffolding round the chimney be¬ 
cause it had become unstable. O The weather 
can be very unstable in August. O We have to 
take account of the very unstable exchange 
rate. 2. likely to change suddenly O The eco¬ 
nomic situation has become very unstable. O 
Neighbouring states were worried that the 
unstable military regime could be over¬ 
thrown. 3. with a mental state that is likely to 
change quickly O The patient is mentally 
unstable. 

unsteady /An'stedi/ adj not steady; 
wobbly 

unstoppable /An'stDp3b(o)l/ adj which 
cannot be stopped. Synonym irresistible. 
Antonym avoidable 

unsubscribe /.Ansab'skraib/ verb to ask 
not to receive something any longer 
unsubstantiated /.Ansab'stenJ’ieitid/ 
adj not having any supporting evidence 
® unsuccessful /.Anssk'sesfCs)!/ adj 
which does not succeed. Synonym ineffec¬ 
tive. Antonym successful 
unsuitable /An'su:t9b(3)l/ adj not suit¬ 
able. Synonym inappropriate. Antonym 
appropriate 

unsung /AnsAr)/ adj not praised or valued 
unsure /An' Jus/ adj 1. not sure o She was 
unsure whether to go to work or to stay at 
home. O I’m unsure as to which route is the 
quickest. 2 . □ unsure of yourself lacking 
self-confidence O He’s still very unsure of 
himself but he ’ll get more confident as time 
goes by. 

unsurprising /.Anss'praizirj/ adj which is 
not at all surprising. Synonym predictable. 
Antonym surprising 

unsuspecting /.Ansa'spektir)/ adj who 
does not realise something, especially the 
presence of danger. Antonym wary 
unsustainable /.Ansa'steinsb^)!/ adj 
impossible to continue or maintain 
unswerving /An'sw3iviij/ adj which does 
not change 

unsympathetic /.Ansimps'Betik/ adj not 
sympathetic. Antonym caring 


untangle /An'taer)g(3)l/ verb 1. to separate 
and free from tangles 2. to make simpler and 
clearer 

untapped /An'taspt/ adj not yet exploited. 
Synonym unused. Antonym used 
untenable /An'ten9b(3)l/ adj which cannot 
be defended. Synonym indefensible 
unthinkable /An'0ir)k3b(3)l/ adj 1. which 
cannot be considered or thought of O It 
would be unthinkable not to celebrate Christ¬ 
mas with the children. O Going to live in a 
foreign country was unthinkable only a few 
years ago. 2. □ to think the unthinkable to 
consider plans which go totally against what 
is normal practice 

untidy /An'taidi/ adj not tidy (note: un- 

tidier - untidiest) 

untie /An'tai/ verb to unfasten something 
which is tied with a knot 
® until /An'til/ conj up to the time when o 
She was perfectly well until she ate the straw¬ 
berries. O He blew his whistle until the police 
came. ■ prep, conj up to the time when o / 
don’t expect to be back until after ten 
o ’clock. O Until yesterday, I felt very well. 
Synonym till 

untimely /An'taimli/ adj 1. occurring 
sooner than expected 2. occurring at a bad or 
inconvenient time 

untold /An'tsuld/ adj 1 . which has not been 
told O His story was to remain untold for 
years, until we discovered the old diary. 2. 
very large; so large that it cannot be counted 
O The lottery offers people the possibility of 
untold wealth. O The new treatment should 
help untold numbers of asthma sufferers. 
untouchable /An'tAtj9b(9)l/ adj which 
cannot be touched or affected O The Presi¬ 
dent ’s son is quite untouchable by the police. 
Antonym ordinary ■ noun a person from the 
lowest caste in the old Indian social system 
( offensive) 

untouched /An'tAt Jt/ adj 1 . not touched o 
One small area of the forest was untouched 
by the fire. O She left the meat untouched on 
her plate. 2. not influenced by O We discov¬ 
ered a beautiful part of the countryside still 
untouched by the 21st century. 
untoward /.Ants'woid/ adj disturbing and 
unexpected 

untrained /An'treind/ adj without any 
training in a specific skill 
untreated /An'triitid/ adj 1. not treated 
medically O If left untreated, the disease can 
be fatal. 2. which has not been processed O 
The council dumps untreated sewage into the 
sea. O They used untreated wood for the 
fence and it rotted very quickly. 
untried /An'traid/ adj not tested or tried 
before 

untrue /An'tru:/ adj not true, false 


untrustworthy 

untrustworthy /An'trAstw3idi/ adj im¬ 
possible to be trusted or not deserving trust 
untruth /An'tru:0/ noun something that is 
not true 

untutored /An'tjuitad/ adj not having 
been taught. Antonym educated 
unused /An'juizd/ adj 1. which has not 
been used before O We found a packet of un¬ 
used stamps in his desk drawer. 2. □ unused 
to not accustomed to O She’s quite unused to 
committee work. O Getting up early is some¬ 
thing he’s unused to. 

<D unusual /An'ju^ual/ adj strange, not 
normal O It is unusual to have rain at this 
time of year. O She chose a very unusual col¬ 
our scheme for her sitting room. 

® unusually /An'ju^uali/ adv strangely, 
abnormally 

unveil /An'veil/ verb 1. to take a cover off 
something, to open it formally O The statue 
was unveiled by the mayor. 2. to reveal de¬ 
tails of a new plan etc. O The committee will 
unveil its proposals next week. 
unwanted /An 1 wont id/ adj which is not 
wanted 

unwarranted /An'worantid/ adj which is 
not justified. Antonym justified 
unwary /An'weari/ adj failing to be alert 
and careful 

unwavering /An'weivarii]/ adj confident 
and firm in purpose 

unwelcome /An'welkam/ adj which is not 
welcome. Synonym unwanted. Antonym 
welcome 

(D unwell /An'wel/ adj sick, not well. Syn¬ 
onym ill. Antonym well (NOTE: not used be¬ 
fore a noun: the baby was unwell but a sick 
baby) 

unwieldy /An'wiildi/ adj large and awk¬ 
ward. Antonym manageable 
unwilling /An'wilir)/ adj not wanting to do 
something. Antonym willing 
unwind /An'waind/ verb 1. to undo some¬ 
thing which has been wound O Pull to un¬ 
wind the flex - it will rewind automatically 
when you press the red button. 2. to relax O 
Gardening at the weekend helps him to un¬ 
wind. (NOTE: unwinding - unwound /An- 
'waund/) 

unwise /An'waiz/ adj rash or imprudent; 
not wise. Synonym foolish. Antonym 
prudent 

unwisely /An'waizli/ adv rashly, in a fool¬ 
ish way 

unwitting /An'witirj/ adj not knowing or 
intending 

unwittingly /An'witigli/ adv without 
knowing or intending 

unworkable /An'w3ik3b(a)l/ adj which 
will not work 

unworthy /An'w3idi/ adj not deserving 


upbeat 

unwound /An'waund/i) unwind 
unwrap /An'rasp/ verb to take the wrapping 
off something. Antonym wrap (NOTE: un¬ 
wrapping - unwrapped) 
unzip /An'zip/ verb to undo a zip fastener 
(NOTE: unzipping - unzipped) 

CD up /Ap/ adv 1 . in or to a high place o Put 
your hands up above your head. O What’s the 
cat doing up there on the cupboard? (NOTE: 
up is often used after verbs: to keep up, to 
turn up.) 2. to a higher position o His tem¬ 
perature went up suddenly. O The price of 
petrol seems to go up every week. 3. not in 
bed O The children were still up when they 
should have been in bed. O They stayed up all 
night watching films on TV. O He got up at 
six because he had an early train to catch. O 
It’s past eight o ’clock - you should be up by 
now. 4. towards the north O I’ll be going up 
to Scotland next week. 5. in London O Give 
me a call next time you’re up in town. O I’m 
up in London next week for a meeting. 6. 
completely, entirely O The puddles dried up 
quickly in the sun. 7. □ the road is up the 
road is being repaired 8. happening in an un¬ 
pleasant or dangerous way O Something’s up 
- the engine has stopped! □ what’s up? 
what’s the matter? □ what’s up with him? 
what is the matter with him? O What’s up 
with the cat? - It won’t eat anything. ■ prep 
1. in or to a high place O They ran up the 
stairs. O She doesn ’t like going up ladders. 2. 
along O Go up the street to the traffic lights 
and then turn right. O The house is about two 
hundred metres up the road. ■ verb 1. to 
raise prices etc. O They upped their offer to 
£1000. 2. to stand up, to get up O She upped 
and left him when she heard he had been 
seen with her best friend. (NOTE: upping - 
upped) ■ noun □ the ups and downs of life 
in the army the good and bad times in army 
life 

@ up-and-coming /,Ap an 'kAmirj/ adj 
becoming fashionable and likely to succeed 
(D up and down /,Ap an 'daun/ prep, adv 
in one direction, then in the opposite direc¬ 
tion O The policeman was walking up and 
down in front of the bank. O She looked up 
and down the street but couldn ’t see her little 
boy. ■ noun □ ups and downs the times of 
good luck and bad luck o His book describes 
the ups and downs of life in a circus. 
d> up and running /,Ap an 'rAnirj/ adv 
working 

upbeat /'Apbiit/ adj feeling optimistic and 
happy ( informal) o The conference ended on 
a very upbeat note. O We ’re all very upbeat 
about the potential sales of the new model. ■ 
noun the beat of a conductor’s baton at the 
end of a bar ► Antonym (all senses) 
downbeat 
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upbringing 

d> upbringing /'Apbrigig/ noun the way a 
child is brought up 

upcoming /'ApkAmir)/ adj approaching 
soon, forthcoming 

update noun /'Apdeit/ the latest informa¬ 
tion O The manager gave us an update on the 
latest sales figures. ■ verb /Ap'deit/ to add 
the latest information to something so that it 
is quite up-to-date O She was asked to update 
the telephone list. O The figures are updated 
annually. O They have updated their guide¬ 
book to Greece to include current prices. 
upend /Ap'end/ verb to turn something 
over on its end 

(D up for /' Ap foil prep 1. ready for o My 
house insurance is up for renewal. 2. □ up 
for sale on sale, going to be sold o He’s put 
his flat up for sale. 

(D up front /Ap 'frAnt/ adv in advance □ 
money up front payment in advance O They 
are asking for £100,000 up front before they 
will consider the deal. O We had to put 
money up front before we could get them to 
sign the deal. 

upgrade verb /Ap'greid/ 1. to improve the 
quality or performance of something such as 
a computer O She has upgraded her com¬ 
puter. 2. to put someone into a more impor¬ 
tant job O His job has been upgraded to 
senior manager. ■ noun /' Apgreid/ software 
or equipment that will make a computer sys¬ 
tem more powerful or up to date 
upheaval /Ap'hi:v(o)l/ noun a great 
change 

uphill adj /' Aphil/ going upwards; difficult 
O From here the road is uphill all the way to 
the house. O He faces an uphill struggle to 
get elected. ■ adv /Ap'hil/ upwards o At my 
age, I can’t walk uphill very far without stop¬ 
ping to get my breath back. 
uphold /Ap'hould/ verb 1. □ to uphold the 
law to make sure that laws are obeyed 2. to 
reject an appeal and support an earlier judge¬ 
ment O The appeal court upheld the decision 
of the lower court. (NOTE: upholding - up¬ 
held /Ap'held/) 

upholsterer /Ap'houlstoro/ noun a person 
who covers furniture with cloth or leather 
upholstery /Ap'houlst(3)ri/ noun 1. the 
work of covering furniture such as chairs 
with padded seats and covers O He has an 
upholstery shop, repairing old chairs and so¬ 
fas. 2. covers for chairs; padded seats and 
cushions O The upholstery matches the col¬ 
our scheme in the sitting-room. 
upkeep /'Apkiip/ noun 1 . the cost and pro¬ 
cess of keeping property such as a house, 
garden or car in good order O We ’re forced to 
sell the house because its upkeep is so expen¬ 
sive. O I’m responsible for the upkeep of the 
garden. 2. the cost of paying for children’s 
clothes, food, etc. O Their father is supposed 


upright 

to pay for their upkeep. O How much are you 
getting from your ex-husband for the upkeep 
of the children? (NOTE: no plural) 

upland /'Aplond/ noun a mountainous area 
of a country O Heather is common in upland 
areas. Synonym moorland. Antonym 
lowland 

uplift /'Aplift/ noun a sudden optimistic 
feeling 

uplifting /Ap'liftir)/ adj which makes you 
feel in a better mood. Synonym inspiring. 
Antonym depressing 

upload /'Ap.loud/ verb to send information 
or programs from your computer to a larger 
system, e.g. over the Internet. Antonym 

download 

up-market /ap 'maikit/ adj more expen¬ 
sive, appealing to the wealthy section of the 
market. Antonym down-market 
( S ) upon /A'pon/ prep 1. on o The church 
was built upon a grassy hill. 2. imminent, 
likely to happen soon O The summer holidays 
will soon be upon us again. 

(D upper /'Apo/ adj 1. higher or further up o 
The upper slopes of the mountain are cov¬ 
ered in snow. O He had a rash on his right 
upper arm. 2. more important □ the upper 
forms (in a school) classes with older pupils 
■ noun the top part of a shoe O a pair of 
shoes with leather uppers and man-made 
soles 

upper case /'Apo keis/ noun (in printing) 
capital letters. Antonym lower case 
upper-class /,Apo 'klais/ adj referring to 
the highest class in society o He speaks with 
an upper-class accent. O She comes from a 
very upper-class family. Synonym 
aristocratic 

upper hand /'Apo hasnd/ noun a more 
powerful position than someone else. Syn¬ 
onym advantage 

uppermost /'Apomoust/ adj 1. highest o 
The birds are nesting in the uppermost 
branches of the apple tree. 2. most important 
O Which plan has the uppermost significance 
for you? □ what is uppermost in your mind 
the subject you think about most O When I 
see these youngsters taking their exams, I 
wonder what is uppermost in their minds. ■ 
adv in the top position O Carry the box with 
this side uppermost. O Which side of the 
painting should be uppermost? 

(D upright /'Aprait/ adj standing straight up, 
vertical O He got dizzy as soon as he stood 
upright. O Put the backs of your seats into the 
upright position for landing. O She picked up 
the vase and placed it upright on the table. ■ 
noun 1. a vertical post o The goalkeeper was 
leaning against one of the uprights. 2. a pi¬ 
ano with a vertical body. Compare grand 
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uprising 

uprising /'Apraizir)/ noun a rebellion or re¬ 
volt. Synonym rebellion 
upriver /Ap'rivo/ adv, adj (moving) to¬ 
wards the source of a river, against the flow 
of the current 

uproar /'Apro:/ noun 1. a loud noise. Ant¬ 
onym quiet 2. angry criticism by a lot of 
people O There was an uproar over the in¬ 
crease in fares. 

uproarious /Ap'roirios/ adj noisy with 
laughter. Synonym hilarious 
uproariously /Ap'roiriosli/ adv noisily 
uproot /Ap'ruit/ verb 1. to pull a plant out 
of the ground with its roots O Everywhere 
you could see trees uprooted by the storm. 2. 
to make a family move to a totally new area 
O Families were uprooted from their homes 
and taken to camps many miles away. 

(D upset adj /Ap'set/ 1. very worried, un¬ 
happy, anxious O His parents get upset if he 
comes home late. 2 . slightly ill O She is in 
bed with an upset stomach. ■ noun /'Apset/ 
1 . a slight illness 2. an unexpected defeat o 
There was a major upset in the tennis tourna¬ 
ment when the number three seed was beaten 
in the first round. ■ verb /Ap'set/ 1 . to knock 
something over O He upset all the coffee 
cups. 2. to make someone worried or un¬ 
happy O Don’t upset your mother by telling 
her you ’re planning to go to live in Russia. 
upsetting /Ap'setig/ adj which causes you 
to feel worried, unhappy or anxious 
upshot /'ApJDt/ noun a result 
upside /'Apsaid/ noun the positive side of a 
situation. Antonym downside 
® upside down /.Apsaid 'daun/ adv 1. 
with the top underneath O Don’t turn the box 
upside down - all the papers will fall out. O 
The car shot off the road and ended up up¬ 
side down in a ditch. O Bats were hanging 
upside down from the branches. 2 . in disor¬ 
der O While he was out someone had ran¬ 
sacked his room, turning the place upside 
down. 

upstage /Ap'steid3/ adv to or at the back 
of the stage O The hero moves upstage and 
hides behind a tree. Antonym downstage ■ 
verb to take attention away from someone 
who should be more important O In last 
night’s performance, the prima ballerina was 
completely upstaged by the youngest dancer. 
Synonym outdo 

(D upstairs /.Ap'steoz/ adv on or to the up¬ 
per part of something, e.g. a building or bus 
O She ran upstairs with the letter. O I left my 
glasses upstairs. O Let’s go upstairs onto the 
top deck - you can see London much better. 
■ adj on the upper floors of a building o We 
have an upstairs kitchen. O We let the one of 
the upstairs offices to an accountant. ■ noun 
the upper floors of a building O The upstairs 
of the house needs decorating. 


urbane 

upstanding /Ap'stasndig/ adj strong and 
honest. Antonym degenerate 
upstart /'Apstait/ noun an inexperienced 
person who has just started a job and feels he 
knows everything about it. Synonym 
nobody 

upstate /'Apsteit/ adj US in the northern 
part of a state 

upstream /.Ap'strfim/ adv, adj (moving) 
towards the source of a river, against the flow 
of the current O The ship was sailing up¬ 
stream from the Atlantic towards the Great 
Lakes. O The river has been polluted some¬ 
where upstream. 

upsurge /'Aps3id3/ noun a sudden in¬ 
crease. Antonym decrease 
uptake /'Apteik/ noun □ slow or quick on 
the uptake slow or quick to understand 
uptight /Ap'tait/ adj nervous and angry (in¬ 
formal). Synonym tense. Antonym calm 
(D up to /'Ap tu:/ prep 1. as many as o The 
lift will take up to six people. 2. □ what are 
you up to these days? what are you doing 
these days? 3. capable of doing something O 
It’s a very demanding job and I wonder if 
she’s up to it. 

(D up to date /,ap to 'deit/, up-to-date 

adv with the latest information o I keep my¬ 
self up to date on the political situation by 
reading the newspaper every day. ■ adj mod¬ 
em, with very recent information O I don't 
have an up-to-date timetable. 
up-to-the-minute /,ap to do 'minit/ adj 
very recent 

uptown /Aptaun/ adv US in or to the outer 
residential parts of a town 
upturn /'Apt3:n/ noun a movement towards 
higher sales or profits. Synonym 

improvement 

upturned /'Apt3ind/ adj pointing upwards 
O an upturned collar 

(D upward /'Apwod/ adj moving towards a 
higher level O The spacecraft’s engines gen¬ 
erate enormous upward thrust. ■ adv US 
same as upwards 

(D upwards /'Apwodz/ adv 1. towards the 
top O The path went upwards for a mile then 
levelled off. 2. □ upwards of more than O 
Upwards of a thousand people answered the 
advertisement. (NOTE: [all senses] The US 
term is upward.) 

uranium /ju'reiniom/ noun a radioactive 
metal used in producing atomic energy 
(D urban /'3ibon/ adj 1 . referring to towns o 
They enjoy an urban lifestyle. 2. living in 
towns O The urban fox has become a menace 
in parts of London. 

urbane /31'bein/ adj having an easy relaxed 
manner 
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urbanisation /^ibonai'zeiJXs)!!/, urban¬ 
ization noun the act of urbanising an area. 
Synonym development 
urban sprawl /,3:bon 'sproil/ noun an 
area covered by an irregular spread of houses 
built over what formerly was countryside. 
Synonym urbanisation 
d> urge /3:d3/ noun a strong wish to do 
something O She felt an urge to punch him on 
the nose. Synonym need ■ verb 1 . to advise 
someone strongly to do something O He 
urged her to do what her father said. O / 
would urge you to vote for the proposal. O 
Our lawyer urged us to be careful and avoid 
breaking the law. 2. □ to urge someone on 
to encourage someone to do better or to do 
more O The runners were urged on by their 
supporters. 

urgency /'3:d3onsi/ noun the fact of being 
very important or needing to be done quickly 
□ there’s no great urgency there’s no need 
to rush 

(D urgent /'3:d3ont/ adj which is important 
and needs to be done quickly O He had an 
urgent message to go to the police station. O 
She had an urgent operation. O The leader of 
the council called an urgent meeting. O This 
parcel is urgent and needs to get there 
tomorrow. 

urgently /'3:d39ntli/ adv needed 
immediately 

urinal /ju'rain(9)l/ noun 1. a place where 
men can go to pass waste liquid from the 
body O There’s a public urinal at the corner 
of the street. 2. a bowl to catch waste liquid 
passed from the body by men O The men’s 
room is very modern, with stainless steel 
urinals. 

urinate /'juorineit/ verb to pass waste liq¬ 
uid from the body 

urination /juan'neiJXaJn/ noun the act of 
passing urine out of the body 
urine /'juorin/ noun a yellowish liquid 
which is passed out of the body, containing 
water and waste matter 
URL abbr Uniform Resource Locator 
urn /3in/ noun a very large vase 
(D US /os, as/ objectpron 1 . meaning me and 
other people o Mother gave us each 5Op to 
buy ice cream. O Who’s there? - It’s us! O 
The company did well last year - the man¬ 
agement have given us a bonus. 2. □ let us or 
let’s have a go let me have a go ( referring to 
me alone) 

usable /'ju:zob(o)l/ adj which can be used 
d> usage /'ju:sid 3 / noun 1 . a custom; a way 
of doing things O It still is the usage in 
France to shake hands when you meet some¬ 
one. 2 . a way of using a word O It is a techni¬ 
cal term that is now in common usage. O The 
book clearly explains common legal terms 


and their usage. 3. the way something is used 
O The shampoo is for normal usage. O With 
constant usage, you can expect the machine 
to need replacing every two years. 

(D use noun /juis/ 1 . a purpose, usefulness o 
Can you find any use for this piece of cloth? 
2 . the fact of being used O The coffee ma¬ 
chine has been in daily use for years. 3. the 
possibility of using something O Room 51 
has no bathroom, but you have the use of the 
bathroom next door. O The lounge is for the 
use of the hotel guests. O Don’t worry, he ’ll 
soon recover the use of his arm. O I have the 
use of a computer. 4. the fact of being useful 
O He kept the old chair, thinking it might be 
of use some day. O What’s the use of telling 
the children to shut up - they never do what I 
say. O It’s no use just waiting and hoping 
that someone will give you a job. 5. □ to 
make use of something to use something o 
He didn’t make use of his phrase book once. 
O You should make more use of your bicycle. 
■ verb /ju:z/ 1. to take something such as a 
tool and do something with it O Did you use 
a sewing machine to make your curtains? O 
The car’s worth quite a lot of money - it’s 
hardly been used. O Do you know how to use 
a computer? O Can I use this knife for cutting 
meat? 2. to take a service O Guests used the 
fire escape to get out of the building. O She 
used the money she had saved to pay for a 
trip to Greece. O I don’t use the underground 
much because I can walk to the office. O We 
use second-class mail for all our correspon¬ 
dence. 3. to take a substance and do some¬ 
thing with it O Don’t use the tap water for 
drinking. O Does this car use much petrol? O 
Turn down the heating - we’re using too 
much gas. 4. to take advantage of someone O 
He works every evening until late - I think 
they ’re just using him. 

(D used /juizd/ adj which is not new o a 
shop selling used clothes O a used-car 
salesman 

(D used to /'juizt tu:/ showing that some¬ 
thing happened often or regularly in the past 
O Didn’t she us O There used to be lots of 
small shops in the village until the supermar¬ 
ket was built. O When we were children, we 
used to go to France every year for our holi¬ 
days. O The police think he used to live in 
London. O He used not to smoke a pipe. 
(NOTE: The forms used in the negative and 
questions: He used to work in London, He 
didn’t use to work in London or He used not 
to work in London, Didn’t he use to work in 
London?) 

(J) useful /'ju:sf(9)l/ adj who or which can 
help you do something O Ifind these scissors 
very useful for opening letters. O She’s a very 
useful person to have in the office. □ to make 
yourself useful to do something to help 
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usefulness /'ju:sf(o)ln3s/ noun how use¬ 
ful something is 

(D useless /'juislos/ adj which is not useful 
□ she’s useless at numbers she is no good at 
mathematics 

(D user /'juizo/ noun a person who uses a 
tool or a service O We have mailed the users 
of our equipment about the possible design 
fault. □ road users people, e.g. motorists and 
cyclists, who uses the road 
user-friendly /,ju:zo 'frendli/ adj e asy to 
use without special training. Synonym 
accessible 

username /'juizo.neim/ noun a name 
which you use when operating a computer 
program 

user’s guide /'juizoz gaid/, user’s 
handbook /'juizoz .haendbuk/ noun a book 
showing someone how to use something 
G) use up /,ju:z Ap/ verb to use all of 
something. Synonym expend 
usher /'aJo/ noun a man who shows people 
to their seats in a cinema or at a wedding 
usherette /.Ajo'ret/ noun a woman who 
shows people to their seats in a cinema 
(dated) 

usher in /'aJ’o in/ verb 1. to bring someone 
in O They were ushered into the chairman’s 
office. 2. to be the beginning of O The end of 
the war ushered in a period of great 
prosperity. 

<D usual /'ju: 3 Uol/ adj 1. which is done or 
used often O She took her usual bus to the of¬ 
fice. O We’ll meet at the usual time, usual 
place. O His usual practice is to get up at 
6.30 and run round the park. O The usual 
hours of work are from 9.30 to 5.30. 2. □ as 
usual as is normal, in the usual way O The 
post was late today as usual. O As usual, it 
rained for the school sports day. □ business 
as usual everything still working in the usual 
way in spite of difficulties O Although their 
warehouse burnt down within 24 hours it was 
business as usual. ■ noun a drink or food 
which someone has most often in a restau¬ 
rant, pub or cafe O A pint of the usual, please. 
O Will you have your usual, sir? 

CD usually /'ju^uoli/ adv very often. Syn¬ 
onym normally. Antonym exceptionally 
usurp /ju:'z3ip/ verb to take and use a right 
which is not yours, especially to take the 
throne from a king 


uvula 

usurper /ju:'z3:po/ noun a person who 
usurps power 

uterus /'ju:t(3)ros/ noun the hollow organ 
in a woman’s body where a fertilised egg is 
lodged and an unborn baby is earned (techni¬ 
cal). Synonym womb 

utilisation /Juitilai'zeiJXojn/, utilization 

noun the act of making use of something 
utilise /'juitilaiz/, utilize verb to make use 
of something 

utilitarian /jui.tili'teorion/ ac jj use( j f or a 
practical purpose and not for decoration. Ant¬ 
onym useless 

utility /jui'tiliti/ noun how useful some¬ 
thing is 

utility room /jui'tiliti ru:m/ noun a room 
in a house where you put such machines as 
the washing machine and the freezer 
Utmost /'Atmoust/ adj the greatest that can 
be O It is of utmost importance that the police 
be kept informed. O The situation is of the ut¬ 
most urgency. ■ noun the greatest action 
possible O They did their utmost to save the 
children from the fire. 

Utopia /jui'toupio/ noun an imaginary per¬ 
fect world 

Utopian /jui'toupion/ adj very perfect, but 
not at all practical. Synonym ideal 
Utter /'Ato/ adj complete or total o The exhi¬ 
bition was an utter waste of time. O He’s an 
utter fool. Synonym absolute ■ verb to 
speak; to make a sound O She only uttered a 
few words during the whole evening. 

(D utterance /'At(o)rons/ noun something 
which is said 

Utterly /'Atoli/ adv completely 
d> U-turn /'ju: t3in/ noun 1. the act of turn¬ 
ing round to go back in the opposite direction 
O The police car did or made a U-turn and 
went back to the hotel. O U-turns are not al¬ 
lowed on motorways. 2. a complete change in 
policy. Synonym about-turn □ to do a 
U-turn to change policy completely O The 
papers were surprised at the government’s 
U-turn on defence expenditure. O The gov¬ 
ernment has done a complete U-turn on pen¬ 
sioners’ rights. O The council did a U-turn 
and passed the development plan for the 
town centre. 

uvula /'juivjulo/ noun a piece of soft tissue 
which hangs down at the back of the mouth 
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V 1 /vi:/, V noun the twenty-second letter of 
the alphabet, between U and W 
v 2 /'vsisos, vii/ abbr versus 
V noun the Roman numeral for five or fifth o 
King George V ■ abbr volt 
© vacancy /'veikonsi/ noun 1. a job which 
is not filled O We have vacancies in several 
departments. O We advertised a vacancy for 
a receptionist in the local paper. 2. an empty 
place such as a room O All the hotels had 
signs saying ‘No vacancies ’. 3. the fact of not 
showing any emotion 

© vacant /'veikont/ adj 1. empty, available 
for you to use o There are six rooms vacant 
in the new wing of the hotel. O Is the toilet 
vacant yet? □ with vacant possession 
empty, with no one living in it O The house is 
for sale with vacant possession. 2. (of some¬ 
one’s expression) not showing any interest 
or liveliness O He sat with a vacant expres¬ 
sion on his face. 

vacate /vo'keit/ verb to leave something 
empty □ to vacate the premises to leave a 
building so that it is empty O The staff had to 
vacate the premises as soon as the fire alarm 
went off. 

© vacation /vo'keiJXojn/ noun 1. espe¬ 
cially US a holiday O The family went on va¬ 
cation in Canada. 2. a period when the 
universities and law courts are closed O I’m 
spending my vacation working on a vineyard 
in Italy. □ to take a vacation job (of a stu¬ 
dent) to take a job during the vacation to earn 
money to help pay for the costs of a univer¬ 
sity or college course ■ verb US to take a 
holiday O They are vacationing in Mexico. 
vaccinate /'vaeksineit/ verb □ to vacci¬ 
nate someone against a disease to use a vac¬ 
cine to give a person immunisation against a 
specific disease o She was vaccinated 
against smallpox as a child. O Make sure you 
are vaccinated before you travel to Africa. 
vaccination /.vasksi'neiJXojn/ noun the 
action of vaccinating someone 
vaccine /'vaeksiin/ noun a substance which 
contains the germs of a disease and which is 
injected into a patient to prevent him or her 
from catching the disease 
vacuum /'vaekjuom/ noun 1. a space 
which is completely empty of all matter, in¬ 


cluding air O The experiment has to be car¬ 
ried out in a vacuum. 2. □ to create a vac¬ 
uum to empty a space completely 3. US 
same as vacuum cleaner ■ verb to clean a 
carpet or a room using a vacuum cleaner O 
She vacuums the hall every day. O I must 
vacuum the living room before my mother 
arrives. 

© vacuum cleaner /'vaskjuom .kliino/ 
noun a machine which cleans by sucking up 
dust 

vacuum flask /'vaekjuom flaisk/ noun a 
type of bottle which keeps liquids hot or cold 
(NOTE: also commonly called by a trade 
name, thermos) 

vagaries /'veigoriz/ plural noun strange 
unpredictable behaviour ( formal ) o the vaga¬ 
ries of the English summer O Investors are 
nervous about the vagaries of the stock 
market. 

vagina /vo'dsaino/ noun a passage in a fe¬ 
male body connecting the uterus to the vulva 
and through which a baby is bom 
vaginal /vo^ainl/ adj referring to the 
vagina 

vagrant /'veigront/ noun a tramp, a person 
who travels from place to place with no home 
or work. Antonym resident 
© vague /veig/ adj not clear, with no pre¬ 
cise details □ she hadn’t the vaguest idea 
what to do she had no idea at all about what 
to do 

vaguely /'veigli/ adv 1. more or less o 
There’s something vaguely dishonest about 
the affair. 2. in a vague way O They were 
talking vaguely about going to Tunisia on 
holiday. 

vain /vein/ adj 1. which does not succeed o 
She went to the pub in the vain hope of find¬ 
ing him there. 2. □ in vain without any suc¬ 
cess O We waited in vain for a bus and had to 
walk home. □ he did not die in vain his 
death had an immense moral effect on people 
3. very proud of your appearance, clothes, 
achievements, etc. O He’s very vain, and is 
always combing his hair. (NOTE: vainer - 
vainest. Do not confuse with vein.) 
vainly /'veinli/ adv without any success 
valentine /'vaelontain/ noun 1. □ valen¬ 
tine (card) a card sent to someone you love 
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Valentine’s Day 

on Valentine’s Day O He sent her a valen¬ 
tine. 2. the person you say you love particu¬ 
larly (old) O He asked her to be his valentine. 
Valentine’s Day /'vaelsntainz dei/ noun 
14th February, a day when people send cards 
and flowers to loved ones 
valet /'vaelit/ noun 1. a servant who looks 
after a man’s clothes 2. a person who parks 
your car at a restaurant or hotel 
valiant /'vseliont/ adj brave. Synonym 
brave. Antonym cowardly 
valiantly /'vaelisntli/ adv bravely 
<S> valid /'vaslid/ adj 1. which is acceptable 
because it is true o That is not a valid argu¬ 
ment or excuse. O She made several valid 
points in her speech. 2. which can be law¬ 
fully used for a time O Travellers must have 
a valid ticket before boarding the train. O / 
have a season ticket which is valid for one 
year. O He was carrying a valid passport. 
validate /'vaelideit/ verb 1. to check to see 
if something is correct O The document has 
to be validated by the bank. 2. to make some¬ 
thing valid O The ticket has to be stamped to 
validate it. 3. to certify officially that some¬ 
thing is acceptable o The new course has not 
yet been validated by the academic board. 
validation /.vaeli'deij^n/ noun the act of 
certifying that something is acceptable 
validity /vs'liditi/ noun 1. the truth of 
something O The police questioned the valid¬ 
ity of her confession. 2. the fact of being 
valid □ a period of validity the length of 
time for which a ticket or document can be 
used lawfully O My visa for China has a 
thirty-day period of validity. 

(D valley /'vaeli/ noun a long piece of low 
land through which a river runs O Fog forms 
in the valleys at night. O A lot of computer 
companies are based in the Thames Valley. 
Antonym hill 

valour /'vselo/ noun courage, especially in 
wartime (NOTE: The US spelling is valor.) 

(D valuable /'vaelju3b(3)l/ adj 1. worth a 
lot of money o Be careful, that glass is valu¬ 
able! O The burglars stole everything that 
was valuable. 2. useful or helpful O She gave 
me some very valuable advice. 
valuables /'va2lju3b(3)lz/ plural noun 
items which are worth a lot of money O You 
can deposit valuables in the hotel safe. 
d> valuation /,vaelju' 61 /( 3 ) 11 / noun 1. an 
estimate of the worth of something o A £350 
valuation for this ring is much too low. 2. the 
act of estimating the worth of something O At 
the end of a financial year, we have to do a 
stock valuation. O We asked for a valuation 
of the property or for a property valuation. 

<D value /'vaslju:/ noun 1. an amount of 
money which something is worth O the fall in 
the value of the yen O He imported goods to 


the value of £500. O Items of value can be de¬ 
posited in the hotel safe overnight. □ to rise 
in value to become worth more □ to fall in 
value to become worth less o Houses have 
fallen in value in some parts of the country. □ 
good value (for money) a bargain, some¬ 
thing which is worth the price paid for it O 
That restaurant gives value for money. O 
Holidays in Italy are good value because of 
the exchange rate. 2. a quantity shown as a 
number O What is the pressure value at the 
moment? 3. □ of practical value useful o 
The gadget is of no practical value at all. ■ 
verb 1 . to estimate the value of something in 
money O The jewels have been valued at 
£5000. 2. to consider something as being 
valuable O She values her friendship with 
him. 

(D value added tax /.vaslju: aedid 'taeks/ 
noun a tax on goods and services, added as a 
percentage to the invoiced sales price, t road 
tax. Abbr VAT 

valueless /'vaeljulss/ adj which has no 
value. Synonym inconsequential 

valuer /'vasljus/ noun a person who esti¬ 
mates the value of property 
values /'vaeljuiz/ plural noun principles, 
important things in life O He’s a believer in 
traditional family values. 
valve /vaelv/ noun 1 . a device in a tube in a 
machine which allows air or liquid to pass 
through in one direction only 2. a flap in the 
heart or other organ which opens and closes 
to allow liquid to pass in one direction only 
vampire /'vasmpais/ noun an evil person 
who supposedly sucks blood from his or her 
victims 

<D van /vcen/ noun a covered goods vehicle 
O A delivery van ran into the back of my car. 
O Our van will call this afternoon to pick up 
the goods. 

vandal /'vaend(3)l/ noun a person who 
takes pleasure in destroying property, espe¬ 
cially public property. Synonym criminal 
vandalise /'vaendalaiz/, vandalize verb to 
destroy property for no reason at all 
vandalism /'vand3 l liz(3)m/ noun the 
meaningless destruction of property. Syn¬ 
onym damage 

vanguard /'vaengaid/ noun 1 . the front 
part of an army O The vanguard should reach 
the capital within a few days. 2 . □ in the 
vanguard in the front of a movement o We 
are in the vanguard of the operations to con¬ 
trol drug smuggling. 

vanilla /V3'nils/ noun a flavouring made 
from the seed pods of a tropical plant 
vanish /'vaeniJV verb to disappear suddenly 
O The magician made the rabbit vanish. □ to 
vanish into thin air to disappear completely 


vanishing point 

O All the money the depositors had put into 
the bank simply vanished into thin air. 
vanishing point /'vaenijig point/ noun 
1. a point in a picture where lines appear to 
meet at the horizon 2. a point where some¬ 
thing disappears completely O Profits have 
fallen to vanishing point. 
vanity /'vaeniti/ noun 1 . the fact of being 
excessively proud of your appearance, feel¬ 
ing that you are very handsome or beautiful □ 
to tickle your vanity to make you amused 
and proud O Her constant phone calls rather 
tickled his vanity. 2. uselessness O the vanity 
of all h uman possessions 
vanquish /'vaerjkwiJV verb to defeat a per¬ 
son or an army (literary). Synonym defeat 
vantage point /'va:ntid 3 point/ noun a 
place from which you can see well 
vaporisation /.veiporai'zeiJXojn/, va¬ 
porization noun the process of changing 
into vapour 

vaporise /'veiporaiz/, vaporize verb to 
change a solid or liquid into vapour 
vapour /'veipo/ noun a substance in the 
form of a gas, usually caused by heating 
(NOTE: The US spelling is vapor.) 
vapour trail /'veipo treil/ noun a line of 
white vapour left in the sky by an aircraft 
variable /'veoriob(o)l/ adj which may 
change frequently O The weather forecast is 
for variable winds. O The weather can be 
very variable on the coast. ■ noun a thing 
which varies O We have to take a great many 
variables into account. 

variance /'veorions/ noun the amount of 
difference between two things □ to be at 
variance with something not to agree or to 
be slightly different from something O The 
actual sales are at variance with the sales re¬ 
ported by the reps. 

variant /'veoriont/ noun the spelling of a 
word or name which is slightly different. 
Synonym variation 

© variation /,veori'eiJ(o)n/ noun a change 
from one state or level to another O The vari¬ 
ation in colour or the colour variation is be¬ 
cause the cloth has been dyed by hand. O 
There is a noticeable variation in tempera¬ 
ture in the desert regions. O The chart shows 
the variations in price over a period of six 
months. 

varicose veins /,vasrik3us 'veinz/ plural 
noun veins, especially in the leg, which have 
become twisted and swollen 
© varied /'veorid/ adj made up of different 
sorts and kinds. Synonym heterogeneous. 
Antonym homogeneous 
variegated /'veoriogeitid/ adj marked in 
contrasting colours. Synonym spotted. Ant¬ 
onym uniform 


vault 

variegation /,ve9ri'geiJXojn/ noun the 
state of being variegated 
( S) variety /vo'raioti/ noun 1. differences o 
Her new job, unlike the old one, doesn’t lack 
variety. □ a variety of things or people a lot 
of different sorts of things or people O She’s 
had a variety of boyfriends. O We had a vari¬ 
ety of visitors at the office today. O We could- 
n’t go on holiday this year for a variety of 
reasons. □ variety is the spice of life if you 
meet lots of different people, visit lots of dif¬ 
ferent places, etc., then this makes your life 
exciting 2. a different type of plant or animal 
in the same species O Do you have this new 
variety of rose? O Is this a new variety ofpo¬ 
tato? 3. a type of entertainment which in¬ 
cludes several different short performances 
by different types of entertainer such as sing¬ 
ers, conjurers and ventriloquists (NOTE: The 
US term is vaudeville.) 

(J) various /'veorios/ adj different o The 
shop sells goods from various countries. O 
I’ll be out of the office today -1 have to see 
various suppliers. 

variously /'veoriosli/ adv in different ways 
varnish /'vainiJV noun 1. a liquid which 
when painted on something gives it a shiny 
surface O He applied two coats of varnish to 
the door. 2. a shiny surface made by painting 
it with varnish O Be careful with that knife - 
you'll scratch the varnish. ■ verb to paint 
something with a liquid varnish, to give a 
shiny surface to something O Can you var¬ 
nish our front door? 

© vary /'veori/ verb 1. to change what you 
do often O It will help your digestion if you 
vary your diet. 2. to be different O Prices of 
flats vary from a few thousand pounds to 
millions. 

© vase /va:z/ noun a container used for cut 
flowers, or simply for decoration 
vasectomy /vo'sektomi/ noun a surgical 
operation to sterilise a man 
© vast /vaist/ adj enormous, very large o 
The moor was so vast - it stretched as far as 
the eye could see. O A vast tanker suddenly 
appeared out of the fog. Synonym massive 
vastly /'vaistli/ adv very much. Antonym 
slightly 

vat /vast/ noun a large container for liquids 
(D VAT /,vi: ei 'ti:, vast/ abbr value added 
tax O VAT is an indirect tax. O The invoice 
includes VAT at 17.5%. O Hotels and restau¬ 
rants have to charge VAT like any other busi¬ 
ness. O In Britain there is no VAT on books. 
vault /volit/ noun 1. an arched stone ceiling 
O The 11th-century vault of the chapel in the 
Tower of London. 2. □ vault or vaults an un¬ 
derground room for keeping valuables safe O 
The documents are kept in the bank vaults. 3. 
an underground room for burying people O 
She is buried in the family vault. 4. a high 
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jump □ pole vault a leap over a high bar, us¬ 
ing a pole to swing you up O He won the pole 
vault for the first time. ■ verb to jump over 
something by putting one hand on it to steady 
yourself or by using a pole O He vaulted over 
the fence and ran across the garden. 

VCR abbr video cassette recorder 
VD abbr venereal disease (dated) 

VDU abbr visual display unit 
’ve /ov/ short form have 
veal /vill/ noun meat from a calf 
veer /vis/ verb 1 . to turn in a direction sud¬ 
denly O The car suddenly veered to the right 
and crashed through a wall. O She veered 
away off the main road into a little lane. 2. to 
change plans or ideas O The government 
seems to be veering towards the left. 3. (of 
the wind) to change direction o The wind 
suddenly veered to the south. 
veg /ved 3 / noun vegetables (informal) □ 
meat and two veg a traditional lunch with 
roast meat served with two sorts of 
vegetables 

vegan /'viigan/ noun a person who does 
not eat meat, dairy produce, eggs or fish, but 
only eats vegetables and fruit 
® vegetable /'ved3t9b(3)l/ noun a plant 
grown to be eaten, but not usually sweet O 
We grow potatoes, carrots and other sorts of 
vegetables in the garden. O The soup of the 
day is vegetable soup. O Green vegetables 
are a good source of dietary fibre. 
vegetable oil /'ved3t3b(3)l oil/ noun oil 
which is extracted from plants 
vegetarian ^vedsi'tesrian/ noun a person 
who eats only fruit, vegetables, bread, eggs, 
etc., but does not eat meat, and usually not 
fish O Our children are all vegetarians. □ to 
be a strict vegetarian not to eat any animal 
products, including eggs and milk ■ adj not 
eating meat O a vegetarian dish O He is on a 
vegetarian diet. O She asked for the vegetar¬ 
ian menu. 

vegetate /'ved 3 iteit/ verb to live like a 
vegetable, not moving or doing anything 
vegetation /.ved3i'teir(3)n/ noun plants 
(NOTE: no plural) 

veggie /'ved 3 i/ noun (informal) 1 . a vege¬ 
tarian 2. a vegetable 

vehement /'viismsnt/ adj forceful. Ant¬ 
onym apathetic 

vehemently /'viismantli/ adv very 
strongly, forcefully 

(D vehicle /'vi:ik(3)l/ noun a machine 
which carries passengers or goods, e.g. a car, 
lorry or bus O a three-wheeled vehicle O 
Goods vehicles can park at the back of the 
building. 

vehicular /vi'hikjula/ adj referring to 
vehicles 


veil /veil/ noun 1 . a light cloth which can 
cover a woman’s head or face O At the fu¬ 
neral she wore a hat with a black veil. O The 
bride lifted her veil as she came out of the 
church. □ to take the veil to become a nun o 
She took the veil when she was twenty-three. 
2. □ to draw a veil over something not to 
mention something which is wrong or un¬ 
pleasant O I think we had better draw a veil 
over her attempts to pass her driving test. 3. 
something which stops you seeing or under¬ 
standing O A veil of mist lay over the valley. 
O A veil of secrecy has prevented us finding 
out what really happened. ■ verb to cover 
something, as if with a veil O The moon was 
veiled by clouds. O The whole affair is veiled 
in mystery. 

veiled /veild/ adj partly hidden 
vein /vein/ noun 1 . a small tube in the body 
which takes blood from the tissues back to 
the heart O The veins in her legs are swollen. 
2 . a mood shown in speaking or writing O He 
went on in the same vein for twenty minutes. 

□ in poetic vein feeling poetic 3. a thin tube 
forming part of the structure of a leaf O The 
veins are easily seen if you hold the leaf up to 
the light. 4. a thin layer of mineral in rock O 
They struck a vein of gold. (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with vain.) 

Velcro /'velkrau/ trademark a material 
with stiff fibres which cling tight when 
pressed together O Her sandals have Velcro 
straps. O The rucksack fastens with Velcro. 
velocity /vs'lositi/ noun speed 
velvet /'velvit/ noun a cloth made from 
silk, with a soft pile surface on one side 
velvety /'velviti/ adj soft and smooth like 
velvet 

vendetta /ven'dets/ noun a private quarrel 
between families or persons 
vendor /'vends/ noun a person who sells a 
property (formal) O The vendor’s solicitor is 
trying to get the purchaser to hurry up. 
veneer /vs'ma/ noun 1 . a thin layer of ex¬ 
pensive wood glued to the surface of ordi¬ 
nary wood O The table has a mahogany 
veneer. 2. □ a veneer of something a thin 
layer of something which hides your real 
feelings O His veneer of politeness soon dis¬ 
appeared as the old lady asked more and 
more questions. ■ verb to cover wood with a 
veneer O The table is veneered in oak. 
venerable /'ven(3)r3b(9)l/ adj very old 
and likely to be respected. Antonym 
disreputable 

venerate /'venareit/ verb to respect some¬ 
one or something greatly. Synonym revere. 
Antonym disrespect 

veneration ^vena'reiJXajn/ noun great re¬ 
spect. Synonym worship. Antonym disdain 

□ to hold someone or something in venera¬ 
tion to respect someone or something greatly 
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O The people hold their president in 
veneration. 

venereal disease /vi'nioriol di,zi:z/ 
noun a disease transmitted during sexual in¬ 
tercourse (dated). Abbr VD 
Venetian blind /v3,ni:J(3)n 'blaind/ noun 
a blind to shut out light, made of horizontal 
strips, e.g. of plastic or wood, which can be 
opened or shut or raised and lowered by pull¬ 
ing a string 

vengeance /'vend 3 ons/ noun 1. harm 
caused to someone in return for harm he or 
she has caused you O He has vowed to exact 
vengeance for the wrong done to his family. 
O She is seeking vengeance for the killing of 
her child. 2. □ with a vengeance very 
strongly ( informal ) O The rain came down 
again with a vengeance. 
vengeful /'vend3f(9)l/ adj eager to have 
revenge on someone. Synonym vindictive. 
Antonym merciful 

venison / l venis(9)n/ noun meat from a 
deer (NOTE: no plural) 

venom /'venom/ noun 1 . poison, e.g. from 
the bite of a snake O The venom of certain 
snakes may cause paralysis. 2. bitter hatred 
O The venom in her reply was obvious. 
venomous /'venomos/ adj 1 . with poison 
in its bite O This snake is particularly venom¬ 
ous. O She was bitten by a venomous spider. 
2. showing bitter hatred O She gave him a 
venomous look. O His venomous letter was 
printed in the newspaper. 
venous /'viinos/ adj referring to veins in 
the body 

vent /vent/ noun 1 . a hole through which 
air or gas can escape O The gas heater is con¬ 
nected to a vent in the wall. 2. □ to give vent 
to an emotion to let an emotion come out O 
When the crowd heard the news they gave 
vent to their feelings. 3. a slit in the back of a 
coat or jacket allowing you to sit down more 
easily O He always wears jackets with double 
vents, u verb □ to vent your anger on some¬ 
one to make someone the target of your an¬ 
ger O He vented his anger on the poor ticket 
collector. 

ventilate /'ventileit/ verb 1 . to allow fresh 
air to come into a place O The freshly painted 
kitchen needs to be ventilated for several 
hours. O Children tend to fall asleep in 
poorly ventilated classrooms. 2. to discuss a 
question openly O They thoroughly venti¬ 
lated their worries regarding money. 
ventilation /,venti 1 leiJ(o)n/ noun the pro¬ 
cess of bringing fresh air into a place 
ventilator /'ventileito/ noun 1 . a machine 
which pumps in fresh air O You need to in¬ 
stall ventilators in this kitchen. 2. an opening 
which allows fresh air to come into a build¬ 
ing O There is a little ventilator in the wall of 
the bathroom. 3. a machine which pumps air 


verge 

into the lungs of a person who has difficulty 
in breathing O The newborn baby was put on 
a ventilator. 

ventriloquist /ven'tribkwist/ noun a 
person who can make his or her voice appear 
to come from another place 
venture /'ventJo/ noun a business or com¬ 
mercial deal which involves risk O The ven¬ 
ture failed and all the partners lost money. O 
She has started a new venture - a computer 
shop. ■ verb 1 . to say something timidly or 
cautiously O 77/ do it if no-one else will, ’ 
she ventured... O They ventured warily into 
the cave. 2. to say something, even though 
other people may criticise you for saying it O 
At last he ventured to say that the whole thing 
was a failure. 

venture capital /.ventjo 'kaepit(s)l/ 
noun money which you invest in a new busi¬ 
ness when there is a high risk of failure 
venue /'venju:/ noun an agreed place 
where an event such as a meeting will be held 
verandah /vo'raendo/ noun a covered ter¬ 
race along the side of a house 
(D verb /v3ib/ noun (in grammar) a word 
which shows an action, being or feeling, such 
as ‘to hit’ or ‘to thank’ O In the sentence ‘She 
hit him with her fist’ the word ‘hit ’ is a verb. 
verbal /'v3ib(9)l/ adj 1 . spoken; not written 
down O a verbal agreement O The head 
teacher gave the boys a verbal warning. 2. 
referring to a verb O When you say ‘to X-ray ’ 
the noun has taken a verbal form. 
verbal noun /,v3:b(3)l 'naun/ noun a ger¬ 
und, a noun formed from the present partici¬ 
ple of a verb (NOTE: In English, gerunds are 
formed from the ‘-ing’ form of verbs, as in 
Cycling is good exercise ; Choral singing is 
very popular in Wales.) 
verbatim /,V3:beitim/ adj using exactly 
the same words O a verbatim account O That 
was what she said, verbatim. 
verbose /V3i'b9us/ ady using more words 
than necessary. Synonym wordy. Antonym 
taciturn 

verdict /'V3idikt/ noun 1. the decision of a 
magistrate or jury O The jury returned a 
guilty verdict after one hour. □ to come to or 
reach a verdict to decide whether the ac¬ 
cused is guilty or not 2. an opinion, what you 
think about something O She gave her verdict 
on the soup. 

verdigris /'V3:digri:/ noun a green mould 
on something such as copper, caused by 
damp. Synonym patina 
verge /v3id^l noun 1. a border of grass 
along the side of a road O You can park on 
the verge outside the house. O Wild flowers 
were growing all along the motorway verges. 
2 . the edge □ on the verge of something 
near to something O The company is on the 
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verge of bankruptcy. O She was on the verge 
of a nervous breakdown. ■ verb □ to verge 
on something to be close to something o His 
sharp comments about her clothes verged on 
rudeness. 

verifiable /'verifai9b(3)l/ adj which can be 
verified. Antonym moot 
verification /.verifi'keij^n/ noun the 
action of verifying something. Synonym 

confirmation. Antonym contradiction 

verify /'verifai/ verb to check to see if doc¬ 
uments or a statement are correct. Synonym 
confirm. Antonym disprove 
veritable / l vent3b(3)l/ adj true or real. 
Synonym absolute 

Vermillion /va'milian/ adj, noun bright 
orange-red (NOTE: The US spelling is ver¬ 
milion.) 

vermin /'V3:min/ noun animals or insects, 
e.g. mice, fleas or cockroaches, which eat 
crops, bring disease into houses, live on other 
animals, etc. (NOTE: no plural) 
vernacular /vs'naskjula/ adj, noun 1. (re¬ 
ferring to) the local spoken language of a 
country or region 2. (referring to) the usual 
local building style of a country or region 
vernal /'v3:n(9)l/ adj referring to the spring 
( formal) 

versatile /'vsisstail/ adj 1. good at doing 
various things equally well 2. (of a machine, 
material, etc.) which is suitable for various 
uses O The car is extremely versatile: it can 
be used on rough mountain tracks, but is 
equally suitable for town use. 
versatility /,v3:s3'tiliti/ noun the fact of 
being good at doing various things equally 
well 

verse /v3is/ noun 1. a group of lines which 
form a part of a song or poem O We sang all 
the verses of the National Anthem. O She 
read the first verse to the class. 2. poetry, 
writing which has a certain rhythm and 
sometimes rhymes O He published a small 
book of verse. Compare prose (NOTE: no 
plural in this meaning) 3. one short sentence 
from the Bible, each of which has a number 
O The reading in church was some verses 
from St John’s Gospel. □ to give or quote 
chapter and verse for something to say ex¬ 
actly where to find a piece of information 
versed /v3ist/ adj □ to be well versed in 
something to know a lot about something or 
be skilled at doing something O She’s well 
versed in British law. 

(D version /'V3:j‘(3)n/ noun 1. a description 
of what happened as seen by one person o 
The victim told her version of events to the 
jury. 2. a type of something, e.g. a work of art 
or model of car O This is the film version of 
the novel. O He bought the cheapest version 
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available. 3. a translation O Here is the Chi¬ 
nese version of the book. 
versus /'v3is3s/ prep (in a sports match or 
a civil court case) against (NOTE: usually 
written v, sometimes also vs: Manchester 
United v Arsenal; Smith vs the Inland 
Revenue) 

vertebra /'vsitibro/ noun one of the 24 
bones which form the vertebral column or 
backbone (NOTE: The plural is vertebrae 
/'v3itibrei/.) 

vertebrate /'v3:tibr3t/ noun an animal 
which has a backbone O Fish are vertebrates 
but worms are invertebrates. ■ adj with a 
backbone O Can you name any other verte¬ 
brate animals besides birds and fish? ► Ant¬ 
onym (all senses) invertebrate 
vertical /'v3:tik(3)l/ adj standing or rising 
straight up O He drew a few vertical lines to 
represent trees. O We looked at the vertical 
cliff and wondered how to climb it. Antonym 
horizontal ■ noun □ the vertical the posi¬ 
tion of something pointing straight up and 
down O The ship was listing several degrees 
from the vertical. 

vertigo /'V3:tig3u/ noun 1. dizziness or 
loss of balance where everything seems to 
rush round you O Some ear conditions may 
cause vertigo. 2. a feeling of dizziness felt 
when high up, especially inside a tall build¬ 
ing O He refuses to sit near the window - he 
suffers from vertigo. 

verve /v3iv/ noun enthusiasm, a feeling of 
liveliness. Synonym vitality. Antonym 
lethargy 

(D very /'veri/ adv used to make an adjective 
or adverb stronger O It’s very hot in the car - 
why don’t you open a window? O Can you 
see that very tall pine tree over there? O The 
time seemed to go very quickly when we were 
on holiday. ■ □ not very many not a lot of O 
There weren’t very many visitors at the exhi¬ 
bition. □ very much greatly O I don’t like 
chocolate very much. O Thank you very much 
for your cheque. O It’s very much hotter to¬ 
day than it was yesterday. □ very much the 
same almost the same □ very well OK, 
agreed O Very well, then, we ’ll meet you at 
the post office. Synonym extremely ■ adj 1. 
exactly the right one O She’s the very person 
you want to talk to. 2. used to make a noun 
stronger O He did his very best to get tickets. 
O The scene takes place at the very beginning 
of the book. 

vessel /'ves(3)l/ noun 1. a container for 
liquid O Archaeologists think it was a form of 
ancient drinking vessel. 2. a ship O Vessels 
from all countries crowded into the harbour. 
vest /vest/ noun 1. a light piece of under¬ 
clothing for the top half of the body O He 
wears a thick vest in winter. O If you don’t 
have a clean vest, wear a T-shirt instead. 
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(NOTE: The US term is undershirt.) 2. US a 
short coat with buttons and without any 
sleeves, which is worn over a shirt and under 
a jacket O He wore a pale gray vest with a 
black jacket. (NOTE: The British term is 
waistcoat.) 

vested interest /,vestid 'introst/ noun a 
special interest in keeping an existing state of 
affairs 

vestibule /'vestibjuil/ noun an entrance 
hall to a large building 
vestige /'vestid 3 / noun remains 
(D vet /vet/ noun a veterinary surgeon (infor¬ 
mal) O We have to take the cat to the vet. O 
The vet has a surgery in the High Street. ■ 
verb to check someone or something care¬ 
fully to see if they are suitable o All candi¬ 
dates have to be vetted by the managing 
director. (NOTE: vetting - vetted) 
veteran /'vet(0)r9n/ noun 1 . a member of 
the armed forces who has fought in a war O 
The veterans visited war graves on the 50th 
anniversary of the battle. 2 . a person who has 
a lot of experience O He is a veteran of many 
takeover bids. ■ adj who has a lot of experi¬ 
ence O She’s a veteran war correspondent. O 
The veteran American film director died this 
week. 

veterinarian /.vet^jri'neorion/ noun US 
same as veterinary surgeon 
d> veterinary /'vet(9)r3nori/ adj referring 
to the treatment of sick animals 
veterinary surgeon /'vetCojrinori 
,S3:d3on/ noun a doctor who specialises in 
treating animals (NOTE: always shortened to 
vet when speaking) 

veto /'viitou/ noun a ban or order not to al¬ 
low something to become law, even if it has 
been passed by a parliament ■ verb to forbid 
something O The proposal was vetoed by the 
president. O The council has vetoed all plans 
to hold protest marches in the centre of town. 
vex /veks/ verb to make someone annoyed 
(dated] old) 

vexation /vek'seiJ(o)n/ noun the fact of 
being annoyed. Synonym annoyance 
vexatious /vek'seijos/ adj done to annoy 
someone. Synonym annoying 
vexed question /vekst 'kwestjon/ noun 
a question which is often discussed but which 
is difficult to solve 
VHF abbrve ry high frequency 
VHS abbr video home system 
(D Via /'vaio/ prep through o We drove to 
London via Windsor. O We are sending the 
payment via our office in London. O The 
shipment is going via the Suez Canal. 
viable /'vai9b(o)l/ adj 1 . able to work in 
practice O The project is certainly viable. O It 
is no longer viable to extract tin from these 
mines. □ not commercially viable not likely 


to make a profit O If we follow his proposals, 
the project will certainly not be commercially 
viable. 2. (of a foetus) which can survive if 
bom O A foetus is viable after about 28 
weeks of pregnancy. 

viaduct /'vaiodAkt/ noun a long bridge 
carrying a road or railway across a valley 
vibe /vaib/ noun a particular kind of feeling 
which you connect with a certain place or 
person (informal) 

vibrant /'vaibront/ adj 1. (of a person) full 
of energy O a teacher with a vibrant person¬ 
ality 2. bright O My husband likes vibrant 
blues and greens while I prefer much more 
subdued colours. 

vibrate /vai'breit/ verb to move slightly, 
but rapidly and continuously 
(D vibration /vai'breij(3)n/ noun a rapid 
and continuous movement 
vicar /'viko/ noun (in the Church of Eng¬ 
land) a priest in charge of a parish 
vicarage /'vik(9)rid3/ noun a house of a 
vicar 

vicarious /vi'keorios/ adj (of pleasure) 
experienced because of something someone 
else does 

(D vice /vais/ noun 1. a wicked way of liv¬ 
ing, especially involving sex 2. a particular 
type of wickedness O Gluttony is a vice. 3. a 
bad habit O I have all the usual vices - I 
smoke, I drink, I drive too fast. 4. a tool that 
screws tight to hold something, so that a 
workman can work on it (NOTE: The US 
spelling is vise.) 

vice- /vais/ prefix a person who is second in 
rank to someone 

vice-president /vais 'prezid(o)nt/ noun 
1 . the deputy to a president 2. US one of the 
executive directors of a company 
vice squad /'vais skwod/ noun a police 
department dealing with such crimes as 
prostitution 

vice versa /.vaisi 'v3:so/ adv the other 
way from what has just been mentioned 
vicinity /vo'simti/ noun 1. an area around 
something O The police are searching the vi¬ 
cinity of the lake. 2. □ in the vicinity nearby 
O Were there any suspicious characters in 
the vicinity? □ in the vicinity of something 
near something O The body was found in the 
vicinity of the church. O The price paid was 
somewhere in the vicinity of £200,000. 

(D vicious /'vijos/ adj cruel and wicked o a 
vicious attack on an elderly lady 
vicious circle /.vijos 's3ik(9)l/ noun a 
situation in which by trying to solve one 
problem you find yourself in another which 
is worse than the first 

(D victim /'viktim/ noun a person who is at¬ 
tacked, who is in an accident O The victims of 
the train crash were taken to the local 
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hospital. O She was the victim of a brutal at¬ 
tack outside her front door. O Earthquake 
victims were housed in tents. 

victimisation /.viktimai'zeij^n/, vic¬ 
timization noun the action of victimising 
someone. Synonym persecution 
victimise /'viktimaiz/, victimize verb to 
treat someone more unfairly than others. 
Synonym persecute 

victor /'vikto/ noun a person who wins a 
fight, game or battle. Antonym loser 
Victorian /vik'toirion/ adj referring to the 
reign of Queen Victoria (1837-1901) O They 
live in a Victorian house. ■ noun a person 
living at the time of Queen Victoria O He 
wrote the biography of several eminent 
Victorians. 

victorious /vik'toirios/ adj having won a 
game or a battle 

<D victory /'vikt(o)ri/ noun the fact of win¬ 
ning something, e.g. a battle, a fight or a 
game O the American victory in the Olympics 
O They won a clear victory in the general 
election. O The guerrillas won a victory over 
the government troops. Synonym conquest. 
Antonym defeat 

<D video /'vidiou/ noun 1 . an electronic sys¬ 
tem which records, stores and reproduces 
pictures and sound O Using video, it is possi¬ 
ble to show students the mistakes they have 
made and get them to correct them. 2. text, 
film or graphics which can be viewed on a 
television or monitor 3. a machine which re¬ 
cords TV programmes O Don’t forget to set 
the video for 8 p.m. before you go out. 4. a 
magnetic tape on which you can record TV 
programmes or films for playing back on a 
television set O She bought a box of blank 
videos. ■ verb to record pictures, a TV 
programme or a film on magnetic tape O I 
didn ’t see the programme because I was at 
work, but I’ve videoed it. Synonym 
videotape 

videocamera / l vidi9u l kaem(9)ro/ noun a 
special camera for filming onto videotape 
videocassette /.vidiouko'set/ noun a 
small cassette containing a videotape 
videocassette recorder /.vidiouko'set 
ri.koido/ noun a device attached to a TV set, 
which can be programmed to record TV 
programmes on videotape and play them 
back at another time. Abbr VCR 
video game /'vidiou geim/ noun an elec¬ 
tronic game which you play on a television or 
computer screen 

videophone /'vidiou.foun/ noun a tele¬ 
phone with a screen where you can see the 
person you are speaking to 
video pirates /.vidiou 'pairots/ plural 
noun people who organise the illegal copy¬ 
ing of videos to make a profit 


vigilant 

videorecorder /'vidiouri.koido/ noun 
same as videocassette recorder 
videotape /'vidiouteip/ noun a magnetic 
tape on which pictures and sound can be re¬ 
corded for playing back on a television set ■ 
verb same as video 

vie /vai/ verb □ to vie with someone to rival 
or try to beat someone O They vied with the 
German team for the gold medal. O The best 
students are vying for the scholarship. 

® view /vju :/ noun 1. what you can see 
from a certain place O You can get a good 
view of the sea from the church tower. O We 
asked for a room with a sea view and were 
given one looking out over the bus depot. 2. a 
photograph or picture O Here is a view of our 
house taken last year. 3. a way of thinking 
about something O In his view, the govern¬ 
ment ought to act now. □ to take a dim view 
of something not to think very highly of 
something O He takes a dim view of members 
of staff turning up late for work. 4. □ in view 
of something because of something o In 
view of the stormy weather, we decided not to 
go sailing. □ with a view to doing some¬ 
thing with the aim of doing something (for¬ 
mal) O They bought the shop with a view to 
converting it into a restaurant. □ on view ex¬ 
hibited for people to look at O The final-year 
students ’ work is on view in the college art 
gallery. ■ verb 1. to watch something o The 
Queen viewed the procession from a special 
stand. 2. to consider something O He views 
the change of government as a disaster for 
the country. 

<D viewer /'vjuio/ noun 1. a person who 
watches TV O The programme attracted ten 
million viewers. 2. a small device through 
which you can look at colour slides O She 
bought a little viewer to look at her slides. 
viewfinder /'vjuifaindo/ noun a small 
window in a camera through which you look 
when taking a picture, and which shows the 
exact picture you are about to take 
viewing /'vjunp/ noun 1. the act of in¬ 
specting something such as a house which 
you are thinking of buying 2. the act of 
watching television 

viewpoint /'vjuipoint/ noun a point of 
view, a particular way of thinking about 
things 

vigil /'vid 3 il/ noun 1. the act of keeping 
awake or on guard all night O Nurses kept 
vigil by her bedside. 2. the quiet remem¬ 
brance of someone or something, held at 
night O They are holding a candlelit vigil for 
children missing in the war. 
vigilance /'vid 3 ilons/ noun the fact of be¬ 
ing on your guard to look out for crimes 
vigilant /'vid 3 ilont/ adj on guard. Syn¬ 
onym watchful 


vigilante 

vigilante /,Vid 3 i'laenti/ noun a person who 
is a member of group which tries to enforce 
law and order in their area, especially when 
the police seem to find it impossible to do so 
vigorous /'vigoros/ adj very energetic or 
strong. Antonym feeble 
vigorously /'vigorosli/ adv in a vigorous 
way 

vigour /'vigo/ noun energy (NOTE: The US 
spelling is vigor.) 

vile /vail/ adj extremely unpleasant or bad 
vilify /'vili.fai/ verb to criticise someone, 
especially unfairly ( formal ) 
villa /'vilo/ noun 1 . a large country or sea¬ 
side house, usually in a warm country O He is 
staying in a villa on the Mediterranean. O 
They are renting a villa in Greece for August. 
2. a smart suburban house O South London is 
full of streets of Victorian villas. 

(D village /'Vilid 3 / noun a small group of 
houses in the country, like a little town, often 
with a church, and usually some shops O 
They live in a little village in the Swiss Alps. 
O The village shop sells just about everything 
we need. Synonym hamlet 
village green /'vilid 3 griin/ noun a public 
grassy area in the middle of a village 
© villager /'vilid 3 o/ noun a person who 
lives in a village 

© villain /'vilon/ noun 1. a wicked charac¬ 
ter in a work of art, e.g. a film or novel O He 
plays the villain in the pantomime. Antonym 
hero 2. a criminal O The villains must be 
caught. 

villainous /'vitenos/ adj wicked (literary) 
villainy /'viloni/ noun wicked behaviour. 
Synonym wickedness. Antonym 
goodness 

vindicate /'vindikeit/ verb to justify; to 
show that someone was right 
vindication ^vindi'keiJXojn/ noun a justi¬ 
fication, proof that someone was right 
vindictive /vin'diktiv/ adj wanting to take 
revenge; spiteful 

vine /vain/ noun a climbing plant which 
produces grapes, t grapevine. Synonym 
climber 

vinegar /'vinigo/ noun a liquid with a sour 
taste, made from wine or cider, used in cook¬ 
ing and for pickling 

vinegary /'vimg(3)ri/ adj tasting like 
vinegar 

vineyard /'vinjod/ noun an area planted 
with vines for making wine 
© vintage noun /'vintid 3 / 1. a fine wine 
made in a particular year O a vintage wine O 
1995 was a very good vintage. O What vin¬ 
tage is it? -It’s a 1968. 2. a year when some¬ 
thing was made ■ adj of typical high quality 
of a certain person O The film is vintage Lau¬ 
rel and Hardy. 


virgin 

vintage car /'vintid 3 ka:/ noun a car 
made between 1917 and 1930 
vinyl /'vain(9)l/ noun a type of strong plas¬ 
tic sheet which can be made to look like other 
materials such as leather or tiles 
viola /vi'oulo/ noun 1. a small pansy-like 
garden flower 2. a stringed instrument 
slightly larger than a violin O She plays the 
viola in the city orchestra. 
violate /'vaioleit/ verb 1 . to break a rule, to 
go against the law O The council has violated 
the planning regulations. O The rebels vio¬ 
lated the conditions of the peace treaty. 2. to 
treat something or someone without respect 
O to violate the sanctity of a church 
© violation /.vaia'leiJXojn/ noun the ac¬ 
tion of violating something or someone 
© violence /'vaiolons/ noun 1. action 
which is intended to hurt someone o Acts of 
violence must be punished. 2 . great force O 
The violence of her reaction surprised 
everyone. 

© violent /'vaiolont/ adj 1. very strong o 
The discussion led to a violent argument. O A 
violent snowstorm blew all night. 2. very se¬ 
vere O He had a violent headache. 3. who 
commits acts of violence O Her husband was 
a very violent man. 4. □ a violent death a 
death caused by an act of violence O She died 
a violent death. 

© violently /'vaiolontli/ adv 1. roughly, 
with force O This horse threw him violently 
onto the ground. O She hurled the bottle vio¬ 
lently across the table. 2. strongly, with great 
feeling O She violently rejected the accusa¬ 
tions made against her. O He reacted vio¬ 
lently to the injection. O The oysters made 
her violently sick. 

violet /'vaiolot/ noun 1. a small wild plant 
with bluish-purple flowers which have a 
strong scent O We picked a bunch of violets 
in the woods. 2. □ no shrinking violet not a 
shy or timid person ( informal ) o She’s cer¬ 
tainly no shrinking violet! 3. a bluish-purple 
colour O Her lips turned violet as she gasped 
for breath. 

© violin /vaio'lin/ noun a stringed instru¬ 
ment played with a bow, smaller than the 
viola 

© VIP abbr very important person □ the VIP 
lounge a special room at an airport for im¬ 
portant travellers 

viper /'vaipo/ noun a small European poi¬ 
sonous snake. Also called adder 
viral /'vairol/ adj caused by or referring to a 
virus 

virgin /'V3:d3in/ noun 1. a person who has 
never had sex O She was a virgin until she 
was married. 2. □ the Virgin (in Christian 
religion ) the mother of Jesus Christ o An icon 
of the Virgin hung beside the altar. ■ adj 
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virginal 

untouched by humans, in its natural state O 
virgin land O Virgin rainforest is being 
cleared at the rate of 1,000 hectares per 
month. O We walked over fields of virgin 
snow. 

virginal /'v3:d3in(9)l/ adj pure, like a 
virgin 

virginity /V3'd3initi/ noun the fact of be¬ 
ing a virgin □ to lose your virginity to have 
sexual intercourse for the first time 
Virgo /'v3:g3u/ noun one of the signs of the 
Zodiac, shaped like a girl, covering the pe¬ 
riod 23rd August to 22nd September 
virile /'virail/ adj with strong male 
characteristics 

virility /va'riliti/ noun manliness; the fact 
of being virile 

@ virtual /'V3:t Jusl/ adj 1. near o The com¬ 
pany has a virtual monopoly of French wine 
imports. O His grandfather has become a vir¬ 
tual recluse. 2. generated using a computer, 
so that it simulates something real 
(D virtually /'vsitj’usli/ adv almost o These 
shirts have been reduced so much that we ’re 
virtually giving them away. O It’s virtually 
impossible to get tickets for the concert. 
virtual reality /.vsitjual ri'aeliti/ noun the 
simulation of a real-life scene or real events 
on a computer 

<S> virtue /'v3:tju:/ noun 1. a particular 
goodness of character, a good quality O Hon¬ 
esty is his principal virtue. 2. a special thing 
which gives you an advantage O The virtue of 
the train link to France is that you arrive 
right in the centre of Paris. 3. □ by virtue of 
something as a result of something ( formal ) 
O He’s eligible for British citizenship by vir¬ 
tue of his father who was born in Newcastle. 
virtuoso /.vsitju'sussu/ noun a person 
who is skilled in an art, especially one who 
can play a musical instrument extremely well 
(NOTE: The plural is virtuosos or virtuosi 
/v3it Ju'susi/.) 

virtuous /'vsitjuss/ adj 1. very good or 
honest O She was a virtuous old lady who 
never said a bad word against her neigh¬ 
bours. 2. feeling satisfied because you think 
that you have done something good O There 
is nothing virtuous about going to the office 
on Saturday morning — we do it as a matter 
of course. O She said she felt virtuous doing 
her exercises first thing in the morning. O / 
won’t have any pudding -I’ll be virtuous. 
virulent /'virutant/ adj 1. {of a form of a 
disease or an organism) strongly active o 
The new flu virus is said to be particularly 
virulent. O He contracted a virulent form of 
the disease. 2. very harsh O The newspaper 
carried a virulent attack on the Foreign 
Minister. 


virus /'vairas/ noun 1. an organism which 
can only develop in other cells and often de¬ 
stroys them, causing disease O Scientists 
have isolated a new flu virus. O Shingles is 
caused by the same virus as chickenpox. 2. a 
hidden routine placed in a computer program, 
which corrupts or destroys files O You must 
check the program for viruses. (NOTE: The 
plural is viruses.) 

visa /'viiza/ noun a special stamp on a 
passport allowing you to enter a country □ a 
multiple-entry visa a visa allowing someone 
to enter a country many times 
vis-a-vis /,vi:z a 1 vi:/ prep in relation to 
viscous /'viskas/ adj thick and 
slow-moving. Antonym runny 
visibility /,vizi'biliti/ noun an ability to 
see clearly □ good visibility an ability for 
things to be seen at long distances because 
the air is clear O The visibility is so good you 
can see the tower of the castle at least twenty 
kilometres away. □ poor visibility a situation 
in which things cannot be seen clearly, e.g. 
because of fog, rain or smoke O Drivers are 
recommended to drive slowly because of 
poor visibility. 

@ visible /'vizib(3)l/ adj which can be seen 
visibly /'vizibli/ adv in a way which every¬ 
one can see 

d> vision /'vi3(3)n/ noun 1. eyesight, your 
ability to see O After the age of 50, the vision 
of many people begins to fail. □ field of vi¬ 
sion the area which you can see over clearly 
2. what you can see from where you are o 
From the driver’s seat you have excellent 
all-round vision. 3. an ability to look and 
plan ahead O Her vision of a free and pros¬ 
perous society. O We need a man of vision as 
college principal. 4. a thing which you imag¬ 
ine O He had visions of himself stuck in Lon¬ 
don with no passport and no money. O She 
had visions of him being arrested for drug 
smuggling. 5. a ghost; a strange sight O She 
saw a shadow-like vision walking along the 
castle walls. O tunnel vision 1. the condi¬ 
tion of seeing only the area immediately in 
front of the eye 2. the fact of having the ten¬ 
dency to concentrate on only one aspect of a 
problem 

visionary /'vi3(3)n(3)ri/ adj idealistic, 
with original ideas O His visionary designs 
influenced a whole generation. ■ noun a per¬ 
son whose plans are idealistic and original O 
As a biologist he was a pioneer and a vision¬ 
ary. (NOTE: The plural is visionaries.) 

(D visit /'vizit/ noun a short stay with some¬ 
one or in a town or a country O They had a 
visit from the police. O We will be making a 
short visit to London next week. O The man¬ 
ager is on a business visit to China. □ to pay 
a visit to a place or person to go and see a 
place or a person O While we ’re in town, let’s 
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pay a visit to the local museum. O We will 
pay my sister a visit on her birthday, t flying 
visit ■ verb to stay a short time with some¬ 
one or in a town or country O I am on my way 
to visit my sister in hospital. O They are away 
visiting friends in the north of the country. O 
The group of tourists are going to visit the 
glass factory. O He spent a week in Scotland, 
visiting museums in Edinburgh and Glasgow. 
visitation /,vizi'teij(3)n/ noun an instance 
of someone believing that he or she has seen 
a spirit 

(D visitor /'vizito/ noun a person who co¬ 
mes to visit O How many visitors come to the 
museum each year? O We had a surprise vis¬ 
itor yesterday - the bank manager! 
visor /'vaizo/ noun a part of a helmet, 
which is hinged and can drop down to cover 
and protect the eyes O He lifted his visor to 
talk to the policeman. 
vista /'vista/ noun a wide view 
(D visual /'vi 3 ual/ adj referring to seeing 
visual aid /'vi 3 Uol eid/ noun something, 
e.g. a picture or a chart, that you use to ex¬ 
plain something to people 
visual arts /,vi 3 ual 'aits/ plural noun arts, 
e.g. painting and sculpture, which can be 
seen, as opposed to music, which is listened 
to 

visual display unit /,vi 3 ual di'splei 
Juinit/ noun a computer screen. Abbr VDU 
visualise /'visuo.laiz/, visualize verb to 
have a picture of something in your mind. 
Synonym imagine 

visually /'vi 3 Uoli/ adv considered in a way 
which can be seen 

visually-impaired /.v^uoli im'peod/ 
noun whose eyesight is not perfect 
(D vital /'vaitl/ adj 1. very important o It is 
vital that the murderer should be caught. O 
Oxygen is vital to human life. 2. vigorous or 
energetic O His vital energy comes out in his 
paintings. 

vitality /vai'taeliti/ noun great energy. Syn¬ 
onym liveliness. Antonym lethargy 
vitally /'vait(o)li/ adv in a very important 
way. Synonym extremely 
vital organs /,vait(o)l 'oigonz/ plural 
noun the most important organs in the body, 
e.g. the heart, lungs and brain, without which 
a human being cannot live 
vital statistics /,vait(o)l sto'tistiks/ plu¬ 
ral noun 1. official statistics concerning 
births, marriages and deaths in a certain area 
O a government publication with vital statis¬ 
tics about the changing population 2. the 
measurements of a woman’s bust, waist and 
hips ( informal, as a joke) o Her vital statis¬ 
tics are in all the tabloid newspapers. 
vitamin /'vitamin/ noun an essential sub¬ 
stance which is not synthesised by the body 


vociferously 

but is found in food and is needed for growth 
and health 

vitriolic /,vitri'olik/ adj very violent or 
rude. Synonym spiteful. Antonym kind 
vivacious /vi'veijos/ adj full of life or ex¬ 
citement. Antonym languid 
vivid /'vivid/ adj 1. very bright O vivid yel¬ 
low sunflowers O the vivid colours of the 
Mediterranean beach 2. very lively or life¬ 
like O She has a vivid imagination. O The 
play is a vivid portrayal of country life. O I 
had a really vivid dream last night. O She 
gave a vivid account of her experiences at the 
hands of the kidnappers. 
vividly /'vividli/ adv in a vivid way 
vivisection ^vivi'sek/on/ noun the prac¬ 
tice of operating on live animals for the pur¬ 
pose of scientific research 
vixen /'vikson/ noun a female fox 
V-neck /'vi: nek/ noun a piece of clothing, 
e.g. a dress, or a pullover, with a neck shaped 
like a V 

vocab /'vaukasb/ noun vocabulary (infor¬ 
mal) 

vocabulary /vau'kaebjulari/ noun 1. 
words used by a person or group of persons O 
Reading stories to little children helps them 
expand their vocabulary. O She reads a lot of 
French newspapers to improve her vocabu¬ 
lary. O The dictionary will give you some of 
the specialist legal vocabulary you will need 
in your job. 2. a printed list of words O There 
is a German-English vocabulary at the back 
of the book. (NOTE: The plural is vocabular¬ 
ies.) 

vocal /'vauk(a)l/ adj 1. referring to the 
voice O Singers need to do vocal exercises 
daily. 2. protesting loudly O The protesters 
were very vocal at the demonstration. 
vocal cords /'vauk(a)l kaidz/ plural noun 
folds in the larynx which are brought to¬ 
gether to make sounds when air passes be¬ 
tween them 

vocalist /'voukolist/ noun a singer, espe¬ 
cially in a pop group. Antonym instrumen¬ 
talist. Synonym singer 
vocals /'v9uk(o)lz/ plural noun the part of 
a piece of pop music that is sung 
vocation /v9u'keiJ(o)n/ noun work which 
you feel you have been called to do or for 
which you have a special talent □ she missed 
her vocation she should be in another job for 
which she is better suited O I think she 
missed her vocation - she would have been 
an excellent doctor. 

vocational /vou'keiJ(o)n(3)l/ adj referring 
to a vocation. Synonym occupational 
vociferous /vou'siforos/ adj shouting 
loudly 

vociferously /vou'siforosli/ adv loudly 
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vodka /'vodka/ noun 1. a strong, colourless 
alcohol made from grain or potatoes, origi¬ 
nally in Russia and Poland O We talked over 
a glass of vodka. 2. a glass of this alcohol O 
Two vodka and tonics, please. O A couple of 
vodkas, please. 

vogue /vaug/ noun the fashion □ in vogue 
fashionable O This year, black is back in 
vogue again. 

(D voice /vois/ noun 1. a sound made when 
you speak or sing O I didn’t recognise his 
voice over the telephone. O The chairman 
spoke for a few minutes in a low voice. 2. □ 
to lose your voice not to be able to speak o 
She’s got a sore throat and has lost her 
voice. □ to raise your voice to start to shout 

□ at the top of your voice very loudly o He 
suddenly said ‘Look at that funny hat ’ at the 
top of his voice. ■ verb to tell what you think 
O She voiced her objections to the plan. 
voice-activated /vais 'aekti.veitd/ adj 
(of a piece of equipment) operated by the 
sound of your voice 

voice box /'vais boks/ noun the larynx, 
the upper part of the windpipe, where sounds 
are made by the voice 

voice mail /'vaismeil/ noun a type of tele¬ 
phone answering system, where messages 
can be left for a person 
void /void/ adj 1. invalid, which cannot be 
used lawfully O After the revelations of 
cheating, the competition was declared void. 

□ null and void no longer valid O The con¬ 
tract was declared null and void. 2. □ to be 
void of something to lack something com¬ 
pletely O The sentence is void of any mean¬ 
ing. ■ noun emptiness O He tried to fill the 
void in his life caused by the death of his 
wife. O She stood on the bridge for a few 
minutes, looking down into the void. ■ verb 
1 . to mark a document to show that it cannot 
be used lawfully O The airline voided the 
ticket and issued a new one. 2. □ to void a 
contract to make a contract invalid O Their 
action had the effect of voiding the contract. 
volatile /'volotail/ adj 1. which can easily 
change into gas at normal temperatures (of a 
substance) o canisters of highly volatile liq¬ 
uid petroleum gas 2. changing your mind or 
mood frequently O The voters are very vola¬ 
tile. 3. not stable, likely to move up or down 
sharply O a volatile stock market 
vol-au-vent /'vdI ou ,vdi)/ noun a small 
pastry case with a savoury mixture inside 
volcanic /vol'kasnik/ adj referring to 
volcanoes 

volcano /vDl'keinou/ noun a mountain 
which lava, ash and gas may flow out of from 
time to time (NOTE: The plural is volca¬ 
noes.) 

vole /voul/ noun a small animal, like a 
mouse, but with a shorter tail 


volition /v3'lij(9)n/ noun a wish or will. 
Antonym coercion □ of your own volition 

because you want to do it, and not because 
you have been told to 

volley /'voli/ noun 1. a series of shots fired 
at the same time O The police fired a volley 
into the crowd. O Volleys of gunfire could be 
heard in the distance. 2. (in sport) the act of 
hitting the ball before it touches the ground O 
He managed to return a very difficult volley. 
■ verb (in sport) to hit the ball before it 
touches the ground O He volleyed to win the 
match. Synonym lob 

volleyball /'voliboil/ noun an Olympic 
sport played on a rectangular court between 
two teams of six, in which a large inflated 
ball is hit over a high net with the hands, and 
the object is to prevent the ball touching the 
floor of the court 

volt /vault/ noun the standard unit of for 
measuring electric force. Abbr V 
voltage /'vault id^l noun an electric force 
expressed in volts 

COMMENT: The voltage in many countries 
(USA, Canada, Japan, etc.) is 110V. In Eu¬ 
rope, South-East Asia and Africa, voltage is 
usually 220V or 240V. You sometimes need 
a transformer to get electrical appliances to 
work in different countries, 
voluble /'voljub(a)l/ adj who talks a lot or 
very quickly. Synonym talkative. Antonym 
taciturn 

volubly /'voljubli/ adv talking very 
quickly 

(D volume /'vDljuim/ noun 1. one book, es¬ 
pecially one in a series O Have you read the 
third volume of his history of medieval Eu¬ 
rope? 2. the capacity, the amount which is 
contained inside something O What is the 
volume of this barrel? 3. the amount of 
something O The volume of traffic on the 
motorway was far more than usual. 4. the 
amount of sound O She turned down the vol¬ 
ume on the radio. O He drives with the car 
radio on at full volume. 
voluminous /vo'luiminos/ adj large; 
which takes up a lot of space. Synonym big 
voluntarily /'vDlontfojroli/ adv willingly. 
Antonym reluctantly 

® voluntary /'volont^jri/ adj 1. done be¬ 
cause you want to do it, and without being 
paid O Many retired people do voluntary 
work. □ a voluntary organisation an organi¬ 
sation which does not receive funding from 
the government but relies on contributions 
from the public or from business, t VSO 2. 
done willingly, without being forced O He 
made a voluntary contribution to the fund. 
volunteer /.volon'tio/ noun 1. a person 
who offers to do something without being 
paid or being forced to do it O The school re- 


voluptuous 

lies on volunteers to help with the sports day. 
O The information desk is manned by volun¬ 
teers. 2. a soldier who has joined the army 
willingly, without being forced O The volun¬ 
teers had two weeks ’ intensive training and 
then were sent to the front line. ■ verb 1. to 
offer to do something without being paid or 
being forced to do it O He volunteered to col¬ 
lect the entrance tickets. O Will anyone vol¬ 
unteer for the job of washing up? 2. to join 
the armed services because you want to, 
without being forced O He volunteered for 
the Royal Navy. 3. to give information with¬ 
out being forced to do so o She volunteered a 
statement to the police. 
voluptuous /vo'lAptJuos/ adj evoking 
sensual pleasure 

vomit /'vomit/ noun partly digested food 
which has been brought up into the mouth 
from the stomach O There was vomit all over 
the bathroom floor. O He choked on his own 
vomit. Synonym sick ■ verb to bring up 
partly digested food into your mouth O He 
vomited last night and now has a high tem¬ 
perature. O She vomited her breakfast. 
voodoo /'vuidu:/ noun witchcraft prac¬ 
tised in the West Indies 
voracious /vo'reijos/ adj 1 . that eats a lot 
2. very enthusiastic O a voracious reader 
vortex /'voiteks/ noun a flow of a liquid or 
a gas which is turning round and round very 
fast in a whirlpool or whirlwind (NOTE: The 
plural is vortices /'voitisiiz/.) 

® vote /vout/ noun 1. the act of marking a 
paper, holding up your hand, etc., to show 
your opinion or who you want to be elected O 
How many votes did you get? O There were 
only ten votes against the plan. □ to take a 
vote on a proposal, to put a proposal to the 
vote to ask people present at a meeting to say 
if they agree or do not agree with a proposal 
□ to cast a vote to vote O The number of 
votes cast in the election was 125,458. 2. the 
act of voting □ a vote of no confidence a 
vote to show disapproval of a person or an 
organisation such as the government O They 
passed a vote of no confidence in the chair¬ 
man. 3. the right to vote in elections O Only 
in 1928 were women given the vote. 4. the 
number of votes made by a group of voters O 
No one knows where the youth vote will go. ■ 
verb to mark a paper, to hold up your hand, 
etc., to show your opinion or who you want 
to be elected o Fifty per cent of the people 
voted in the election. O We all voted to go on 
strike. □ to vote for or against a proposal to 
say that you agree or do not agree with a pro¬ 
posal O Twenty people actually voted for the 
proposal to demolish the old church. 
vote of censure /,vout ov 'senJo/ noun a 
vote on a motion criticising a person or an or¬ 


vulva 

ganisation such as the government (NOTE: no 
plural) 

@ vote of thanks /,vout ov 'Baerjks/ noun 
a situation where someone has done some¬ 
thing and is thanked officially by the whole 
committee 

voter /'vouto/ noun a person who votes or 
who has the right to vote. Synonym elector 
vote-rigging /'vout rigig/ noun the prac¬ 
tice of arranging a vote to give a dishonest 
result 

(D voucher /'vaut Jo/ noun a paper which is 
given instead of money. Synonym coupon 
vouch for /'vautj foil verb to guarantee 
that something is true or that someone will 
behave well 

VOW /vau/ noun a solemn promise O He 
made a vow to go on a pilgrimage to Jerusa¬ 
lem. O She vowed to have her revenge but she 
died before she could keep her vow. ■ verb 
to make a solemn promise to do something O 
He vowed to pay the money back. 
vowel /'vauol/ noun one of the five letters, 
a, e, i. o and u, which represent sounds made 
without using the teeth, tongue or lips. 
(NOTE: The letters representing sounds 
which are not vowels are consonants. 
Note also that in some languages ‘y’ is a 
vowel.) 

voyage /'vond 3 / noun a long journey, es¬ 
pecially by ship or spacecraft O the voyages 
of Sir Francis Drake ■ verb to make a long 
journey 

<D VS abbr versus 

VSO abbr Voluntary Service Overseas 
vulgar /'vAlgo/ adj 1. rude or indecent o 
Don’t use that sort of vulgar language in 
front of the children. O He made a vulgar 
gesture at the police officer. 2. not in good 
taste O His pink Rolls Royce is particularly 
vulgar. 

vulgarity /vAl'gseriti/ noun the fact of be¬ 
ing vulgar or of not being in good taste 
vulnerability / l vAln(o)ro'biliti/ noun the 
fact of being vulnerable. Synonym 

susceptibility 

<D vulnerable /'vAln(9)r9b(o)l/ adj who or 
which can easily be hurt. Synonym suscep¬ 
tible. Antonym invincible 

vulture /'vAltJo/ noun 1. a large bird that 
mainly eats dead animals O Vultures live by 
scavenging on the bodies of animals which 
have died. O Scavengers like vultures wait in 
the trees near where the lions are hunting. 2. 
a greedy person O When she died, all the rel¬ 
atives descended on her flat like vultures. 
vulva /'vaIvo/ noun the external sexual or¬ 
gans of a woman 
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W /'dAb(3)lju:/, W noun the twenty-third let¬ 
ter of the alphabet, between V and X 
W abbr watt, west 

wacky /'wseki/ adj crazy or silly (informal). 
Synonym silly. Antonym conventional 
(NOTE: wackier - wackiest) 

wad /wod/ noun 1 . a thick piece of soft ma¬ 
terial O The nurse put a sterile wad on the 
sore. 2. a thick pile of banknotes or papers O 
He had a wad of banknotes in his hand. O 
The hole was blocked with a wad of old pa¬ 
pers. 3. a thick sandwich 
wadding /'wodir)/ noun material used to 
cover a wound or to wrap delicate objects 
(NOTE: no plural) 

waddle /'wDd(o)l/ verb to walk swaying 
from side to side like a duck 
wade /weid/ verb 1 . to walk through water 
O The explorers had to wade across a river. 
2. □ to wade into someone to attack some¬ 
one fiercely O In his article he waded into the 
government. □ to wade through a technical 
journal to read through a boring technical 
journal 

wafer /'weifo/ noun a thin sweet biscuit 
eaten with ice cream o A cup of vanilla and 
chocolate ice cream, with a wafer in it. 
wafer-thin /,weifo '0in/ adj very thin 
waffle /'wDf(o)l/ noun 1. a type of crisp 
pancake cooked in an iron mould and eaten 
with syrup O We bought waffles at the stall in 
the fairground. O Waffles are very popular in 
Belgium. 2. unnecessary or muddled speak¬ 
ing or writing ( informal ) o You don’t need to 
read the article, it is just waffle. O Don’t tell 
me you listened to all his waffle! (NOTE: no 
plural in this meaning) ■ verb to talk too 
much without saying anything clearly (infor¬ 
mal) O What are you waffling on about? O If 
someone mentions the word ‘ecology’, our 
lecturer will waffle on for 20 minutes. Syn¬ 
onym go on 

waft /waift/ noun a gentle smell o When I 
opened the box, a waft of spices reminded me 
of the Far East. Synonym puff ■ verb to 
carry something gently through the air O The 
delicious smell of strawberry jam wafted 
through the window to where I was sitting. 
Synonym drift 


wag /w£eg/ verb 1. to move something from 
side to side or up and down O The dog ran up 
to him, wagging its tail. O The grandmother 
wagged her finger at the little boy who was 
picking the flowers. 2. □ tongues are wag¬ 
ging people are talking about something they 
do not approve of (informal) o You can 
imagine that her being seen with him set 
tongues wagging in the village. ■ noun 1. a 
movement from side to side or up and down 
2. a person who likes making jokes or face¬ 
tious remarks (old) O He’s a bit of a wag and 
likes to make silly jokes during lectures. 
wage-earner /'weid3 '3:no/ noun a per¬ 
son who is paid a wage 
wager /'weid 3 o/ noun money which you 
promise to pay if something you expect to 
happen does not take place O She made a 
wager that the government would lose the 
election. Synonym bet ■ verb to bet o I’ll 
wager that they will arrive late. 
waggle /'waeg(9)l/ verb to move from side 
to side quickly. Synonym wiggle 
wagon /'waggon/ noun 1. a railway truck 
used for carrying heavy loads O The con¬ 
tainer wagons are leaving the freight termi¬ 
nal. 2. □ on the wagon not drinking alcohol 
(informal) o He’s been on the wagon for the 
last three months. 3. a heavy cart pulled by 
horses or oxen (old) (NOTE: Another British 
spelling is waggon.) 

waif /weif/ noun 1. a person, especially a 
child, who is thin and does not look healthy 
2 . a child who has no home 
wail /well/ noun a high-pitched sad cry o 
The wails of the mourners at the funeral. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with whale.) ■ verb 
to make a high-pitched mournful cry O At the 
news, she just sat down and wailed. 
d) waist /weist/ noun 1. the narrower part 
of the body between the bottom of the chest 
and the hips O She measures 32 inches round 
the waist or has a 32-inch waist. 2. the part of 
a piece of clothing, e.g. a skirt, trousers or 
dress, that goes round the middle of your 
body O The waist of these trousers is too 
small for me. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
waste.) 

waistband /'weis(t),b£end/ noun a band 
of fabric on a piece of clothing, e.g. a skirt, 


waistcoat 
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trousers or dress, that goes round the middle 
of your body 

<D waistcoat /'weistkout/ noun a short 
coat with buttons and without any sleeves, 
which is worn over a shirt and under a jacket 
(NOTE: The US term is vest.) 
waistline /'weistlain/ noun a measure¬ 
ment around your waist, showing how fat 
you are □ he has to watch his waistline he’s 
trying not to get fat 

3) wait /weit/ verb 1. to stay where you are, 
and not do anything until something happens 
or someone comes o We gave our order half 
an hour ago, but are still waiting. O Wait 
here while I call an ambulance. O They had 
been waiting for half an hour in the rain be¬ 
fore the bus finally arrived. O Wait a minute, 
my shoelace is undone. O Don’t wait for me, 
I’ll be late. □ I can’t wait to do something 
I’m very eager to do something OI can’t wait 
to see what happens. 2. □ to keep someone 
waiting to make someone wait because you 
are late O The boss doesn ’t like being kept 
waiting. O Sorry to have kept you waiting! ■ 
noun the time spent waiting until something 
happens or arrives O You’ve just missed the 
bus - you will have a very long wait for the 
next one. Synonym delay □ to lie in wait for 
someone to hide and wait for someone to 
come so as to attack him or her O The lions 
were lying in wait near the waterhole. 
waiter /'weito/ noun a man who brings 
food and drink to customers in a restaurant 
<D waiting list /'weitip list/ noun a list of 
people waiting for a service or medical 
treatment 

@ waiting room /'weitir) ru:m/ noun a 
room where you wait, e.g. at a doctor’s, den¬ 
tist’s or railway station 
waitress /'weitros/ noun a woman who 
brings food and drink to customers in a res¬ 
taurant. t waiter (NOTE: The plural is wait¬ 
resses.) 

(D wait up /,weit 'Ap/ verb not to go to bed 
because you are waiting for someone 
waive /weiv/ verb to give up a right or a 
claim. Antonym retain (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with wave.) 

waiver /'weivo/ noun a document showing 
that someone is willing to give up a right or 
claim (NOTE: Do not confuse with waver.) 

© wake /weik/ verb 1. to stop someone’s 
sleep O The telephone woke her or she was 
woken by the telephone. O I banged on her 
door, but I can’t wake her. O He asked to be 
woken at 7.00. 2. to stop sleeping O He woke 
suddenly, feeling drops of water falling on 
his head. (NOTE: waking - woke /wouk/ - 
has woken) ■ noun 1. white waves follow¬ 
ing a boat as it goes through the water O The 
ferry’s wake rocked the little boat. 2 . □ in the 
wake of something following or immedi¬ 


walking 

ately after something O The management has 
to decide what to do in the wake of the sales 
director’s resignation. 3. a meeting of people 
after a funeral 

wakeful /'weikf(o)l/ adj not at all sleepy, 
not wanting to sleep 

waken /'weikon/ verb to make someone 
wake up 

@ wake up /,weik 'ap/ verb 1. to stop 
someone’s sleep o He was woken up by the 
sound of the dog barking. 2. to stop sleeping 
O She woke up in the middle of the night, 
thinking she had heard a noise. O Come on, 
wake up! It’s past ten o 'clock. O He woke up 
to find water coming through the roof of the 
tent. 3. □ to wake up to something to realise 
something O When is he going to wake up to 
the fact that he is never going to be 
promoted? 

wake-up call /'weik Ap ,ko:l/ noun a 
phone call from the hotel switchboard to 
wake a guest up 

waking /'weikir)/ adj awake, not asleep 
® walk /wo:k/ verb 1. to go on foot o The 
baby is ten months old, and is just starting to 
walk. O She was walking along the high 
street on her way to the bank. O The march¬ 
ers walked across Westminster Bridge. O The 
visitors walked round the factory. □ to walk 
someone home to go with someone who is 
walking home O It was getting late, so I 
walked her home. 2. to take an animal for a 
walk O He’s gone to walk the dog in the 
fields. O She walks her dog every morning. ■ 
noun 1 . a usually pleasant journey on foot o 
Let’s all go for a walk in the park. 2. the act 
of going on foot O It’s only a short walk to 
the beach. O It’s only five minutes ’ walk from 
the office to the bank or the bank is only a 
five minutes ’ walk from the office. 3. a path 
where you can walk O We hiked along one of 
the long-distance walks in the hills. 4. an or¬ 
ganised route for walking O We went on a 
walk round Dickens’ London. O Are you 
coming on the sponsored walk for refugees? 
5. a way of walking O He has the walk of an 
old man, even though he’s not 50 yet. 

<D walk about /,wo:k o'baut/ verb to walk 
in various directions 

walkabout /'woikobaut/ noun an informal 
walk among a crowd, by an important person 
( informal ) 

<D walker /'woiko/ noun a person who goes 
walking for pleasure and exercise. Synonym 

hiker 

walkie-talkie /,wo:ki 'toiki/ noun a porta¬ 
ble two-way radio 

walk-in /'work in/ adj big enough for you 
to walk into 

<D walking /'woikirj/ noun going on foot as 
a relaxation, e.g. along paths or up mountains 
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walking frame 

walking frame /'woikig freim/ noun a 
metal frame used by someone who has diffi¬ 
culty walking, to help him or her move about 
walking shoes /'woikir) Ju:s/ plural 
noun heavy shoes, suitable for walking long 
distances 

walking stick /'woikirj stik/ noun a 
strong wooden or metal stick with a handle 
used as a support when walking 
walk into /'wo:k intu:/ verb to enter on 
foot 

Walkman /'woikmon/ trademark for a 
small portable cassette player which you can 
carry around with you and which has head¬ 
phones for you to listen to music with O The 
chap next to me in the Underground had his 
Walkman on full blast. O He likes to listen to 
rock music on his Walkman. 

<S> walk off /,wo:k 'of/ verb 1. to go away 
on foot O She walked off and left him holding 
the shopping. O The builders walked off the 
site because they said it was too dangerous. 
2. □ to walk off your dinner to go for a walk 
after your dimier, as a form of exercise 
d> walk off with /,wo:k 'of wi6/ verb 1. to 
win O She walked off with first prize. 2. to 
steal O The burglar walked off with all my 
silver cups. 

walk of life /,wo:k ov 'laif/ noun some¬ 
one’s job or social position 
walk on /,wo:k 'on/ verb to continue 
walking 

<S) walk out /,wo:k 'aut/ verb 1. to go out 
on foot O She walked out of the house and 
down the street. 2. to go out angrily O He 
walked out of the restaurant, saying that the 
service was too slow. 3. (of workers) to go on 
strike, to stop working and leave your office 
or factory O The office staff walked out in 
protest. 4. □ to walk out on someone to 
leave someone suddenly O She walked out on 
her husband and went to live with her 
mother. O Our sales manager walked out on 
us just as we were starting our autumn sales 
campaign. 

walkout /'woikaut/ noun a strike by 
workers 

walkover /'woikouvo/ noun an easy vic¬ 
tory ( informal) 

<D walk up /,wo:k 'Ap/ verb 1. to climb on 
foot O I never take the lift-1 always walk up 
the three flights of stairs to my office. 2. □ to 
walk up to someone to go up to someone on 
foot O She walked up to me and asked if I 
needed any help. 

walkway /'woikwei/ noun an outdoor path 
where you can walk between buildings, usu¬ 
ally raised above ground level 
<D wall Avail/ noun 1. a structure made from 
things such as bricks or stones, built up to 
make one of the sides of a building, of a 


room or to surround a space O The walls of 
the restaurant are decorated with pictures of 
film stars. O There’s a clock on the wall be¬ 
hind my desk. O He got into the house by 
climbing over the garden wall. O The garden 
is surrounded by an old stone wall. 2. □ to 
drive or send someone up the wall to make 
someone very annoyed ( informal) o The 
noise of the pneumatic drills outside the of¬ 
fice is sending me up the wall. 

wallaby /'wolobi/ noun 1. an Australian 
animal like a small kangaroo 2. the Wal¬ 
labies, the Australian international rugby 
team 

walled /woild/ adj surrounded with walls 
wallet /'wDlit/ noun a small flat leather case 
for credit cards and banknotes, carried in 
your pocket (NOTE: Another US term is bill¬ 
fold.) 

wallop /'wolop/ verb to hit someone or 
something very hard 

wallow /'wolou/ verb 1 . (of animals) to roll 
around in mud O When I hear of animals 
wallowing in mud, I immediately think of hip¬ 
pos. 2. (of a person) to take a lot of pleasure 
in doing something O He positively wallows 
in gossip about media people. O It’s time she 
stopped wallowing in self-pity. 
wallpaper /'wailpeipo/ noun paper with 
different patterns on it, covering the walls of 
a room O The wallpaper was light green to 
match the carpet. ■ verb to stick wallpaper 
on walls O She spent the weekend wallpaper¬ 
ing the dining room. 

(D Wall Street /'woil Strilt/ noun 1. a street 
in New York where the Stock Exchange is, 
the American finance centre in New York O 
He walked along Wall Street, looking for the 
company’s offices. 2. an American finance 
centre in New York O Wall Street reacted 
cautiously to the interest rise. (NOTE: Here 
the name of the street is used to mean the 
American financial markets in general.) 
wall-to-wall /,wo:l to 'woil/ adj covering 
the floor of a room completely (informal) 
wall unit /'woil Juimt/ noun one of a set 
of cupboards which are attached to a wall 
wall up /,wo:l 'Ap/ verb to block something 
such as a door or an entrance with a wall 
wally /'wdH/ noun an offensive word that 
deliberately insults somebody’s intelligence 
walnut /'woilnAt/ noun 1. a hard round nut 
with a shell which has a lot of folds on its 
surface O He cracked the walnuts with the 
nutcrackers. O A scoop of maple and walnut 
ice cream. 2. a tree on which walnuts grow O 
The walnuts or walnut trees have produced a 
huge crop this year. 3. wood from a walnut 
tree O The beautifully dark walnut panelling 
in my office. 
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walrus /'woilros/ noun an animal which 
looks like a large seal, with two long tusks 
pointing downwards (NOTE: The plural is 

walruses.) 

waltz /woils/ noun 1. a slow dance in which 
a man and woman turn around together as 
they move forward O The next dance is a 
waltz, so I’ll ask her to dance. 2. music suit¬ 
able for such a dance O Listen, the orchestra 
is playing a waltz. O The ‘Blue Danube’ is 
one of Strauss’ most famous waltzes. (NOTE: 
The plural is waltzes.) ■ verb 1. to dance a 
waltz O Couples were waltzing elegantly 
around the ballroom. 2. to do something 
smoothly or happily O She waltzed into the 
bank and said she wanted to withdraw 
$200,000 in cash. O He waltzed off with first 
prize. 

wan /won/ adj pale, looking ill 
wand /wond/ noun a short thin stick used 
by a fairy or magician to make things happen 
by magic 

(D wander /'wondo/ verb 1. to walk around 
without any particular aim O They wandered 
round the town in the rain. □ to wander 
away, to wander off to walk away from 
where you should be O Two of the party wan¬ 
dered off into the market. 2. to stop thinking 
about the current problem and think about 
something else O Sorry - my mind was wan¬ 
dering, thinking about the garden. □ he is old 
and his mind is wandering he no longer 
thinks clearly 

wanderer /'wonders/ noun a person who 
wanders from place to place, with no perma¬ 
nent home 

wanderings /'wond^rirjz/ plural noun 
long journeys, visiting various places 
( literary) 

wane /wein/ noun □ the moon is on the 
wane the moon appears to be getting smaller 
□ his influence is on the wane his influence 
is becoming less effective ■ verb to appear 
smaller; to become less effective O His influ¬ 
ence over his family is waning. O He takes vi¬ 
tamin tablets to boost his waning energy. 
wangle /'wasggol/ verb to get something by 
a trick ( informal) 

wanna /'wono/ short form want to 
wannabe /'wonobi/ noun a person who 
would like to be something or someone dif¬ 
ferent (informal). Synonym hopeful 
(J) want /wont/ verb 1 . to hope that you will 
do something, that something will happen, 
that you will get something O She wants a 
new car for her birthday. O Where do you 
want to go for your holidays? O He wants to 
be a teacher. O Do you want any more tea? 
2. to ask someone to do something O The 
manager wants me to go and see him. O I 
want those windows painted. 3. to need O 
With five children, what they want is a bigger 


house. O You want to take some rest. □ the 
kitchen ceiling wants painting it ought to be 
painted 4. □ to want for to need, to lack O 
They didn ’t want for medical care. 5. to look 
for someone O The bank manager has disap¬ 
peared and is wanted by the police. ■ noun 
1. a lack of something O A want of funds has 
hindered the development programme. □ in 
want of something needing something o 
The kitchen is in want of a good clean. O He 
looks as though he's in want of a good meal. 
□ for want of something better as some¬ 
thing better is not available O For want of 
something better to do we went to the cin¬ 
ema. 2. a strong wish to have something O 
Their greatest want is for new clothes. □ to 
draw up a wants list to make a list of things 
which you need 

wanted /'wDntid/ adj searched for by the 
police, usually because of a crime 
wanting /’wontir)/ adj lacking a necessary 
feature or quality 

wanton /'wonton/ adj in a way which is 
uncontrolled or without reason 
wants /wonts/ plural noun things needed 
(D war /wo:/ noun 1. fighting between coun¬ 
tries O Millions of soldiers and civilians were 
killed during the war. O In 1914 Britain was 
at war with Germany or Britain and Ger¬ 
many were at war. □ to declare war on to 
state formally that a war has begun 2. a 
strong action against something O The police 
have declared war on the drug dealers. 3. an 
argument between companies 
warble /'wo:b(o)l/ noun the pleasant song 
of a bird, with repeated high and low sounds 
■ verb to sing with a high note 
war crime /wo: kraim/ noun a crime com¬ 
mitted during a war which is against interna¬ 
tional agreements on the rules of war 
(D ward /word/ noun 1. a room or set of 
rooms in a hospital, with beds for patients O 
The children’s ward is at the end of the corri¬ 
dor. O She was taken into the accident and 
emergency ward. 2. one of the areas that a 
town is divided into for purposes of local 
government 3. a young person protected by a 
guardian or a court □ ward of court young 
child who is under the protection of the High 
Court O The High Court declared the girl a 
ward of court. ■ verb (old) □ to ward some¬ 
thing off to keep something away o They 
keep a flock of geese in the warehouse to 
ward off thieves. 

(D warden /'wo:d(o)n/ noun 1. a person in 
charge of a place such as an institution, an 
old people’s home or a students’ hostel o Ask 
the warden if we can visit on Sundays. 2. a 
person who looks after or guards something 
warder /'woido/, wardress /'woidros/ 
noun a prison officer, a person who guards 
prisoners (old) 
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wardrobe /'wo:droub/ noun 1. a fixed or 
moveable tall cupboard in which you hang 
your clothes O He moved the wardrobe from 
the landing into the bedroom. 2. clothes O 
She bought a whole new wardrobe for her 
holiday. 3. all the clothes which an organisa¬ 
tion such as a theatre company owns and uses 
ware /weo/ suffix goods made of a certain 
material or for a special purpose O You ’ll find 
the kitchenware department on the third 
floor. O This is a new product for cleaning 
silverware. 

warehouse /'weohaus/ noun a large 
building where goods are stored O Our goods 
are dispatched from the central warehouse to 
shops all over the country. ■ verb to store 
goods in a warehouse O They have offered to 
warehouse for us on a temporary basis. 
wares /weoz/ plural noun things that have 
been made and are for sale 
warfare /'woifeo/ noun fighting a war, es¬ 
pecially the method of fighting 
war game /wo: geim/ noun a military 
exercise 

warhead /'woihed/ noun the top end of a 
missile which explodes when it hits 
something 

warlike /'woilaik/ adj preparing to fight 
warlord /'woiloid/ noun a military leader 
who rules part of a country 
<D warm /worm/ adj 1. fairly hot o The tem¬ 
perature is below freezing outside but it’s 
nice and warm in the office. O The children 
tried to keep warm by playing football. O Are 
you warm enough, or do you want another 
blanket? O This coat is not very warm. O The 
winter sun can be quite warm in February. □ 
warm as toast nice and warm ( informal) o It 
may be snowy outside, but we ’re as warm as 
toast in our little cottage. 2. pleasant and 
friendly o We had a warm welcome from our 
friends. O She has a really warm personality. 
3. □ you’re getting warm (in a game) 
you’re near to getting the right answer 4. (of 
colour) which looks warm, like red or orange 
(NOTE: warmer - warmest) ■ verb 1. to 
make hotter O Come and warm your hands 
by the fire. O I’ll warm some soup. O The 
greenhouse effect has the result of warming 
the general temperature of the earth’s atmo¬ 
sphere. 2. to become interested in something, 
to start to like someone O She never really 
warmed to the subject of her thesis. O I think 
everyone is warming to the new boss. ■ noun 
a place where it is warm O I’m not going out 
for a walk — I’m staying here in the warm. 
warm-blooded /,wo:m 'bUdid/ adj (of 
an animal) with warm blood. Antonym 
cold-blooded 

war memorial /'wo: mi,mo:riol/ noun a 
structure built to remember soldiers who died 
in a war 


warp 

warm-hearted /,wo:m 'ha:tid/ adj 
friendly and kind. Synonym kindly 
(§> warming /’wo:mir)/ noun making 
warmer 

warmly /'wo:mli/ adv in a warm way 
warmth /wo:m0/ noun 1. the fact of being 
or feeling warm O It was cold and rainy out¬ 
side, and he looked forward to the warmth of 
his home. 2. enthusiasm for something O The 
management’s lack of warmth for the project. 
<D warm up /,wo:m 'Ap/ verb 1. to make 
hotter O A cup of coffee will soon warm you 
up. O I’ll just warm up some soup for supper. 
2. to practise or exercise O The orchestra is 
just warming up before the concert. 

(D warn /wo:n/ verb 1. to inform someone 
of a possible danger O We were warned to 
boil all drinking water. O Children are 
warned not to play on the frozen lake. O The 
group was warned to look out for pickpock¬ 
ets. O The guide warned us that there might 
be snakes in the ruins. 2. to inform someone 
that something is likely to happen o The rail¬ 
way has warned that there will be a strike to¬ 
morrow. O The weather forecast warned of 
storms in the English Channel. (NOTE: You 
warn someone of something, or that some¬ 
thing may happen.) 

(D warning /'womirj/ noun 1. news about a 
possible danger o He shouted a warning to 
the children. O The government issued a 
warning about travelling in some countries 
in the area. O Each packet of cigarettes has a 
government health warning printed on it. 2. a 
written or spoken notice to an employee tell¬ 
ing them that they will be punished or forced 
to leave their job if they do not stop behaving 
in a certain way O When he was late for the 
third time this week, he got a written warn¬ 
ing. 3. □ without warning unexpectedly o 
The car in front braked without warning and 
I couldn’t stop in time. ■ adj which informs 
about a danger O Red warning flags are 
raised if the sea is dangerous. O Warning no¬ 
tices were put up round the building site. 
Synonym cautionary 

warn off /,wo:n 'of/ verb □ to warn some¬ 
one off something to advise someone not to 
do something O Two men came to see him 
and warned him off going to the police. O 
They hope that this tragedy will warn other 
adolescents off drugs. 

war of attrition /,wo: ov o'triJ(o)n/ noun 
a war where you try to wear down the enemy 
warp /wo:p/ noun 1 . twisting out of shape 
of a piece of wood or metal O Put the two 
planks together, and the warp in one of them 
is obvious. 2. the fibres which run along the 
length of a piece of woven material O The 
warp of the fabric consists of a red thread. ■ 
verb 1. to twist out of shape o Cycling across 
potholes can warp your front wheel. O If you 


warpath 

leave the planks out in the rain they will 
warp. 2. to have a bad effect on someone’s 
mind or character O The beatings he had 
from his father seem to have warped his 
mind. 

warpath /'wo:pa:0/ noun □ to be on the 
warpath to be annoyed and want to fight 
someone ( informal ) o Keep out of the way - 
the head teacher’s on the warpath! 
warped /woipt/ adj strange and twisted 
warplane /'woiplem/ noun an armed plane 
used for fighting or dropping bombs 
warrant /'wDront/ noun an official docu¬ 
ment from a court giving someone permis¬ 
sion to do something O The magistrate issued 
a warrant for her arrest. ■ verb 1. to state 
definitely that something is of good quality 
and that it will work properly O All the spare 
parts are warranted for six months. 2. to be a 
good reason for O Our sales in France do not 
warrant six trips a year to Paris by the 
director. 

warranty /'woronti/ noun a legal docu¬ 
ment which promises that goods you buy will 
work properly or that an object is of good 
quality. Synonym guarantee (NOTE: The 
plural is warranties.) 
warren /'woron/ noun i> rabbit warren 
warring /’woirir)/ adj at war. Synonym bel¬ 
ligerent. Antonym friendly 
warrior /'worio/ noun a person who fights 
in battle. Synonym soldier 
warship /'woijip/ noun an armed ship 
which is used for fighting, not for carrying 
passengers or goods 

wart /woit/ noun a small hard lump on the 
skin, which is not harmful □ warts and all 
with all faults shown ( informal) o His book is 
a warts-and-all description of life with the 
former Prime Minister. 
wartime /'woitaim/ noun a time of war 
war-torn /wo: torn/ adj {of a country or 
area) very badly affected by war 
wary /' weori/ adj careful because of possi¬ 
ble problems. Synonym watchful. Antonym 
careless (NOTE: warier - wariest) 

@ was /woz, wdz/ c> be 
(D wash /wdJV noun 1. the action of clean¬ 
ing, using water O The car needs a wash. O 
He's in the bathroom, having a quick wash. 

2. □ to do a wash to wash some clothes in a 
washing machine O I’ll do a wash this morn¬ 
ing. □ to come out in the wash to lose colour 
O All the colour of my pyjamas came out in 
the wash. □ it will all come out in the wash 
everything will work out correctly, although 
various mistakes have been made {informal) 
O Don’t worry too much about the mistakes 
in your report - it 'll all come out in the wash. 

3. the wake of a ship, the waves made by a 
ship moving through water O The little boat 


washing line 

rocked in the wash of the ferry. 4. a mixture 
of paint and water O They started to put a 
pale yellow wash on the front of the house, t 
mouthwash ■ verb 1. to clean using water 
O Cooks should always wash their hands be¬ 
fore touching food! O I must wash the car be¬ 
fore we go to the wedding. O The moment I 
had washed the windows it started to rain. O 
His football shirt needs washing. ) linen 2. □ 
to wash your hands of someone or some¬ 
thing to refuse to be responsible for some¬ 
thing O She’s washed her hands of her son 
since he was put in prison for drugs dealing. 
O He's washed his hands of the whole affair. 

3. to flow against something O The waves 
washed against the steps leading to the quay. 

4. □ to be washed overboard to be pulled 
off a boat by waves O He was washed over¬ 
board during the night. O in the wash 1. in 
the process of being washed o All my 
T-shirts are in the wash. 2. in a pile of things 
waiting to be washed 

washable /'wDj3b(9)l/ adj {of clothing) 
which can be washed in water, as opposed to 
being dry-cleaned 

(D wash away /,wdJ o'wei/ verb to re¬ 
move with water 

<D washbasin / , WDjbeis(9)n/ noun a con¬ 
tainer, with taps, for holding water for wash¬ 
ing the hands and face, usually attached to 
the wall of a bathroom 
washcloth /'wDj‘klD0/ noun US a small 
square of cloth for washing the face or body 
(NOTE: The British term is facecloth or flan¬ 
nel.) 

(D wash down /,wdJ 'daun/ verb 1. to 
wash with a large amount of water o They 
washed down the van with buckets of water. 
O The sailors were washing down the deck. 
2. to have a drink with food O He had a pizza 
washed down by a glass of beer. 
washed out /,wt)Jt 'aut/ adj □ to look 
washed out to look pale and tired out {infor¬ 
mal) O After the interview she looked com¬ 
pletely washed out. 

washed-up /.WDjd 'ap/ adj having failed 
and not likely to be successful again 
washer /'wd/o/ noun 1. a rubber ring in¬ 
side a pipe which prevents liquid escaping 
from a joint O The tap is leaking, and I think 
the washer needs replacing. 2. a metal ring 
under a nut or bolt O Put a washer on the bolt 
to make it screw tight. 

(D washing /'wo/ig/ noun 1. clothes which 
have been washed, or which are ready to be 
washed O Put the washing in the washing 
machine. O She hung out the washing to dry. 
□ to do the washing to wash dirty clothes o 
I’m not doing the washing today. 2. the ac¬ 
tion of washing 

washing line /'wojir) lain/ noun a long 
piece of rope fixed between two poles or 
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hooks and used for hanging washing on to 
dry 

<g> washing machine /'wojir) mojiin/ 
noun a machine for washing clothes (NOTE: 
A machine for washing plates and cutlery is 

a dishwasher.) 

washing powder /'wojir) 'paudo/, soap 
powder /'soup ,paudo/ noun soap in pow¬ 
der form, used in washing machines or dish¬ 
washers (NOTE: no plural) 

<D washing up /.wojir) 'Ap/ noun 1 . the 
activity of washing all the objects which have 
been used in preparing and eating a meal O 
Can someone help with the washing up? O It 
took us hours to do the washing up after the 
party. O Use this little brush for the washing 
up. 2. things such as dirty dishes and glasses 
waiting to be cleaned O There is a pile of 
washing up waiting to be put into the 
dishwasher. 

washing-up liquid /.wojir) ap 'likwid/ 
noun a liquid detergent used for washing 
dirty dishes 

(D wash off /,woJ 'of/ verb to take off by 
washing 

washout /'wojaut/ noun 1 . a failure be¬ 
cause of rain O The village fete was a com¬ 
plete washout. 2. a failure O No one turned 
up for the memorial service - it was a 
washout. 

washroom /'wojruim/ noun US a toilet 
washstand /'wDjstasnd/ noun a table for 
a bowl and jug of water to stand on in a bed¬ 
room (old) 

<D wash up /,wdJ 'Ap/ verb 1. to clean ob¬ 
jects such as dirty cups, plates, knives and 
forks with water O It took us hours to wash 
up after the party. O My brother’s washing 
up, while I’m sitting watching the TV. 2. (of 
the sea) to bring something up onto the 
beach O It’s interesting to walk along the 
shore to see what has been washed up onto 
the beach during the night. 3. US to wash 
your face and hands O He went into the bath¬ 
room to wash up. 

(D wasn’t /'wDznt/ o be 
(D wasp /wDsp/ noun an insect which has 
black and yellow bands of colour round its 
body and which can sting 
wastage /'weistid 3 / noun 1 . the act of 
wasting O There is an enormous wastage of 
natural resources. 2. an amount lost by being 
wasted O Allow 10% extra material for 
wastage. 

(D waste /weist/ noun 1 . an unnecessary 
use of time or money O It is a waste of time 
asking the boss for a rise. O That computer is 
a waste of money - there are plenty of 
cheaper models. 2. rubbish, things which are 
no use and are thrown away O Put all your 
waste in the rubbish bin. O The dustmen col¬ 


lect household waste once a week. ■ verb to 
use more of something than you need O They 
wasted so much food at the reception and 
had to throw it away. O Don’t waste time 
putting your shoes on - jump out of the win¬ 
dow now. O We turned off all the heating so 
as not to waste energy. □ waste not, want 
not if you don’t waste anything, you will 
never lack things when you really need them 
(old saying) ■ adj 1. useless, ready to be 
thrown away O We have heaps of waste pa¬ 
per to take to the dump. O Waste products 
should not be dumped in the sea. 2. (of land) 
not used for growing crops or for building on 
□ to lay waste to destroy the crops and build¬ 
ings in an area during a war, so that the land 
cannot be used again 

waste away f weist o'wei/ verb to be¬ 
come much thinner, to lose weight. Synonym 

wither 

waste bin /weist bin/ noun a container for 
putting rubbish in 

wasted /'weistid/ adj 1. useless 2. (of a 
person’s body) extremely thin and weak 3. 
under the influence of drink or drugs (infor¬ 
mal) 

waste disposal unit /weist di'sp9uz(o)l 
Juinit/ noun a machine attached to a sink 
which crushes up waste and sends it down 
the drain 

wasteful /'weistf(o)l/ adj which wastes a 
lot. Synonym extravagant 
waste ground /'weist graund/ noun an 
area of land which is not used for any 
purpose 

wasteland /'weistkend/ noun land which 

is not used for anything 

<D wastepaper basket /weis(t)'peipo 

,baiskit/ noun a small box or basket where 

useless papers can be put (NOTE: The US 

term is wastebasket.) 

waste pipe /'weist paip/ noun a pipe 

which takes used or dirty water to the drains 

(NOTE: no plural. Do not confuse with 

waist.) 

(D watch /wotJV noun 1. an object like a lit¬ 
tle clock which you wear on your wrist O She 
looked at her watch impatiently. O What time 
is it? - my watch has stopped. (NOTE: The 
plural in this meaning is watches) 2. look¬ 
ing at something carefully O Visitors should 
be on the watch for pickpockets. O Keep a 
watch on the potatoes to make sure they 
don’t burn. (NOTE: no plural) 3. a period 
when a soldier or sailor is on duty O The men 
on the night watch didn’t see anything un¬ 
usual. (NOTE: The plural is watches.) ■ 
verb 1 . to look at and notice something o Did 
you watch the TV news last night? O We went 
to the sports ground to watch the football 
match. O Everyone was watching the chil¬ 
dren dancing. 2. to look at something care- 
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fully to make sure that nothing happens O 
Watch the saucepan -1 don’t want the pota¬ 
toes to burn. O Can you watch the baby while 
I’m at the hairdresser’s? 3. to be careful 
about something □ watch your language 
make sure you are not rude □ watch your 
step be careful not to do anything wrong 
watchdog /'wotJdDg/ noun 1. a dog used 
to guard a house or other buildings O Alsa¬ 
tians are often used as watchdogs. 2. a per¬ 
son or committee that examines things such 
as public spending or public morals O The re¬ 
port of the watchdog committee on water 
pricing. 

watchful /'wDtJf(o)l/ adj very careful. 
Synonym observant 

watchman /'wDtJmon/ noun a person who 
guards a building, usually when it is empty. 
Also called nightwatchman (NOTE: The 
plural is watchmen.) 

G> watch out /.wDtJ 'aut/ verb 1. to be 
careful O Watch out! there’s a car coming! 2. 
□ to watch out for to be careful to avoid o 
You have to watch out for children playing in 
the road. O Watch out for pickpockets! 
watchword /'wDtJ,W3id/ noun a word or 
phrase which shows someone’s attitude to¬ 
wards life in general or towards a particular 
subject or situation 

(D water /'woito/ noun 1. a common liquid 
which falls as rain and forms rivers, lakes 
and seas. It makes up a large part of the bod¬ 
ies of living creatures, and is used for drink¬ 
ing and in cooking; also in industrial 
proceses. O Can we have three glasses of wa¬ 
ter please? O Cook the vegetables in boiling 
water. O Is the tap water safe to drink? O You 
are advised to drink only bottled water. O 
The water temperature is 60°. (NOTE: no plu¬ 
ral: some water, a drop of water) 2. □ to 
spend money like water to spend large 
amounts of money O When they were fur¬ 
nishing the house they just spent money like 
water. □ it’s all water under the bridge a 
long time has passed and the situation has 
changed completely ( informal ) □ like water 
off a duck’s back having no effect at all O 
He was told off several times for being late, 
but it was like water off a duck’s back. 3. a 
mass of water forming something such as a 
lake, river or sea O They live right on the wa¬ 
ter’s edge. O Living surrounded by water, 
they became good sailors. (NOTE: no plural 
for meanings 1, 2 and 3) 4. waters □ in in¬ 
ternational waters, outside territorial wa¬ 
ters in that part of the sea which is not 
considered to belong to any country ■ verb 
1 . to pour water on the soil round a plant to 
make it grow O Because it is hot we need to 
water the garden every day. O She was wa¬ 
tering her pots of flowers. 2. to make your 
eyes fill with tears or to make your mouth fill 


watering can 

with saliva O Peeling onions makes my eyes 
water. □ to make your mouth water to look 
so good that your mouth fills with saliva O 
Those cakes make my mouth water. O His 
new car made her mouth water. O under 
water 1 . swimming under the surface of wa¬ 
ter O She can swim well, even under water. 2. 
covered by floods O Parts of the town are un¬ 
der water after the river flooded. O to keep 
your head above water 1. to swim with 
your head out of the water 2. to be able to 
keep out of trouble O to water something 
down 1. to add water to another liquid O 
Their proposals were watered down a lot. 2. 
to make a statement less strong 
water biscuit /'woito .biskit/ noun a thin 
hard biscuit made of flour and water, eaten 
with cheese 

water buffalo /'waits .bAfolou/ noun a 
large Asian animal of the cow family, with a 
hump, used for farm work in some countries 
water cannon /'waits .kaensn/ noun a 
machine for sending out water with a lot of 
force, especially used by the authorities to 
stop people gathering into crowds (NOTE: 
The plural is water cannon or sometimes 
water cannons) 

water closet /'waits .klozit/ o WC 
watercolour /'waitskAls/ noun 1. paint 
which is mixed with water and used by artists 
O He prefers using watercolours to oils. 2. a 
picture painted using watercolours O There is 
an exhibition of Turner’s watercolours in the 
Tate Gallery. O She bought a watercolour of 
the village church. (NOTE: [all senses] The 
US spelling is watercolor.) 
water cooler f waits 'kuils/ noun a ma¬ 
chine which people can get cold drinking- 
water from, used in places such as offices 
watercress /'waitskres/ noun a low 
spreading plant grown in water streams and 
eaten in salads and soup, t cress (NOTE: no 
plural) 

watered-down /.waitsd 'daun/ adj 
weaker and less powerful than the original 
<D waterfall /'wsitsfsil/ noun a place 
where a stream falls down a steep drop. Syn¬ 
onym cascade 

waterfowl /'wsitsfaul/ noun birds such as 
ducks and geese, which live on or around wa¬ 
ter (NOTE: The plural is waterfowl.) 
waterfront /'woitofrAnt/ noun a bank of a 
river or shore of the sea and the buildings 
along it 

waterhole /'woitohoul/ noun a small pool 
in the desert or other dry area, where animals 
come to drink 

watering can /'waiting kasn/ noun a 
container similar to a bucket, with a long 
spout, used for pouring water on plants 
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waterline /'woitolain/ noun a line marking 
where the water reaches on the hull of a ship 
waterlogged /'woitotogd/ adj 1. full of 
water, or extremely wet O The soil had be¬ 
come waterlogged after the downpour. O My 
shoes were completely waterlogged by the 
time I got home. 2. flooded, full of water O 
After so much rain, the waterlogged golf 
course had to be closed. O Most plants can¬ 
not grow in waterlogged soil. 
water main /'waits mein/ noun a main 
pipe that carries water underground along a 
road, and into buildings 
watermark /'waitsmaik/ noun 1 . a hidden 
mark in paper, usually put there to prove that 
the paper is legal or official O If you hold a 
banknote up to the light you will see the wa¬ 
termark. 2. a line showing the level water has 
reached O On the wall by the river you can 
see various watermarks showing the level of 
floods in different years. 
watermelon /'waitsmelsn/ noun a very 
large type of melon with red flesh, large 
black seeds and dark green skin 
water polo /'waits .psulsu/ noun a ball 
game played in water by two teams, each try¬ 
ing to throw a ball into a goal 
waterproof /'waitspruif/ adj which does 
not let water go through O divers wear water¬ 
proof watches O These boots aren’t water¬ 
proof - my socks are soaking wet. O You will 
need plenty of waterproof clothing if you are 
going sea fishing. Antonym permeable ■ 
verb to cover something with a substance to 
prevent water getting in O They spread a 
coating of tar on the roof to waterproof it. ■ 
noun a piece of clothing made of material 
that does not let water through O The fisher¬ 
men were all dressed in their yellow 
waterproofs. 

waters /'waitsz/ plural noun areas of sea 
watershed /'waitsjed/ noun 1. the high 
ground separating different rivers and the 
streams that run into them O The ridge of 
hills marks the watershed between the Rhine 
and Rhone. 2. a point where an important 
permanent change takes place O Failing the 
exams for the Civil Service was a watershed 
in his career. □ the nine o’clock watershed 
the time, 9.00 p.m, when adult programmes 
can start on TV 

waterside /'waitssaid/ noun a bank of a 
river, lake, sea 

waterski /'waitsski/ noun a special ski for 
waterskiing 

waterskier /'waitsskiis/ noun a person 
who goes waterskiing 

waterskiing /’waitsskinr)/ noun the sport 
of moving over the surface of a lake or river 
on large skis, pulled by a fast boat 


water skis /'waits skiiz/ plural noun flat 
pieces of wood for putting on your feet for 
sliding over water 

water table /'waits ,teib(o)l/ noun a natu¬ 
ral level of water below the ground 
watertight /'waitstait/ adj 1. made so that 
water cannot get in or out O The food has to 
be kept in watertight containers. O Is the seal 
round the radiator watertight? 2. which can¬ 
not be shown to be false O She has a water¬ 
tight alibi for the time when the crime was 
committed. 

waterway /'waitswei/ noun a canal or 
deep river along which boats can easily travel 
waterwheel /'waitswiil/ noun a wheel 
which is turned by water and makes a ma¬ 
chine work 

waterworks /'waitsw3iks/ noun build¬ 
ings with pumps for pumping water to houses 
and factories O This red brick building is the 
waterworks for the whole area. □ to turn on 
the waterworks to start to cry because you 
want sympathy ( informal) o She just has to 
turn on the waterworks and her mother al¬ 
ways gives in. ■ plural noun the urinary sys¬ 
tem, the system for passing urine ( informal) 
O The doctor says there’s nothing wrong 
with his waterworks. 

watery /'wait(s)ri/ adj like water, which 
has a lot of water in it □ to go to a watery 
grave to be drowned at sea O The ship sank 
in the storm, and all the crew went to a wa¬ 
tery grave. 

Watt /wDt/ noun the standard unit of electri¬ 
cal power 

® wave /weiv/ noun 1 . a raised mass of wa¬ 
ter on the surface of the sea, a lake or a river 
O Waves were breaking on the rocks. O 
Watch out for big waves on the beach. O The 
sea was calm, with hardly any waves, t Mex¬ 
ican wave 2. an up and down movement of 
your hand □ she gave me a wave she waved 
her hand to me 3. a regular curve on the sur¬ 
face of hair O His hair has a natural wave. 4. 
a sudden increase in something O A wave of 
anger surged through the crowd. 5. groups of 
people, or of things such as vehicles or ma¬ 
chines rushing forwards O Wave after wave 
of soldiers attacked the fort. O They sent in 
waves of bombers to destroy the harbour. ■ 
verb 1 . to move up and down in the wind o 
The banners were waving outside the town 
hall. 2. to make an up and down movement 
of the hand, usually when saying goodbye O 
They waved until the car was out of sight. O 
They waved goodbye as the boat left the har¬ 
bour. □ to wave to someone to signal to 
someone by moving your hand up and down 
O When I saw him I waved to him to cross the 
road. □ to wave someone on to tell someone 
to go on by a movement of the hand O The 
policeman waved the traffic on. 3. (of hair) to 
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have a wave O I wish my hair would wave 
naturally. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

waive.) 

waveband /'weivbaend/ noun a group of 
radio waves which are close together 
wavelength /'weivlegO/ noun 1 . the dis¬ 
tance between similar points on radio waves 
O They used a short wavelength for transmit¬ 
ting messages. 2. □ they’re not on the same 
wavelength they do not understand each 
other at all ( informal ) o She operates on 
quite a different wavelength from her 
husband. 

waver /'weivo/ verb 1. to shake slightly or 
to move from side to side O The needle on 
the dial wavered around the 200km mark. 2. 
to be unable to decide what to do o He is still 
wavering about which hotel to go to in Paris. 
O She wavered between the two possible col¬ 
our schemes and finally decided to paint the 
kitchen white. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
waiver.) 

wavy /'weivi/ adj which goes up and down. 
Synonym curly (NOTE: wavier - waviest) 

wax /waeks/ noun 1 . a solid substance made 
from fat or oil, used for making things such 
as candles and polish O She brought a tin of 
wax polish and started to polish the furni¬ 
ture. 2. a soft yellow substance made by bees 
to build their honeycomb O He separated the 
honey from the wax and put it into jars. 3. a 
soft yellow substance that forms in your ears 
■ verb 1 . to put wax polish on things such as 
furniture or a car, to clean it and make the 
surface shine O She was waxing the dining 
room table. 2 . □ to wax lyrical about some¬ 
thing to be full of enthusiasm about some¬ 
thing ( informal ) O The reviewer waxed 
lyrical about the young painter. 3. (of the 
moon) to appear larger 
(D way /wei/ noun 1. a path or road which 
goes somewhere O Our neighbours across 
the way. O I’ll walk the first part of the way 
home with you. 2. a correct path or road to go 
somewhere O Do you know the way to the 
post office? O She showed us the way to the 
railway station. O They lost their way and 
had to ask for directions. O I’ll lead the way 
-justfollow me. 3. □ on the way during a 
journey O I’ll stop at the post office on my 
way to the restaurant. O She’s on her way to 
the office. □ well on the way to nearly o The 
repairs to the house are well on the way to 
being finished. □ to go out of your way to 
help someone to make a special effort to 
help someone 4. a particular direction from 
here o a one-way street O Can you tell which 
way the wind is blowing? O This way please, 
everybody! 5. the means of doing something 
O My mother showed me the way to make 
marmalade. O Isn’t there any other way of 
making it? O He thought of a way of making 


money quickly. O The way she said it implied 
it was my fault. □ to get your own way to do 
what you want to do, even if other people 
don’t want you to do it ( informal) o She al¬ 
ways seems to get her own way. 6. □ to have 
it both ways to take advantage from two 
courses of action o He wants to have it both 
ways, but he ’ll soon realise he can’t. O You 
can’t have it both ways - going out to the 
club every evening and saving money. □ in 
many ways almost completely O In many 
ways, I think she is right. □ in some ways not 
completely O In some ways she may be 
wrong. 7. a manner of behaving O He spoke 
in a pleasant way. O You will have to get 
used to the manager’s funny little ways. 8. 
distance O The bank is quite a long way 
away. O He’s got a long way to go before he 
qualifies as a doctor. 9. a space where some¬ 
one wants to be or which someone wants to 
use O Get out of my way — I’m in a hurry. O 
It’s best to keep out of the way of the police 
for a moment. O I wanted to take a short cut, 
but there was a lorry in the way. 10. prog¬ 
ress, forward movement □ under way mov¬ 
ing forwards O The project is under way at 
last. 11. □ in a bad way very ill O She’s in 
hospital and in a really bad way. ■ adv far, a 
long distance away O The bank is way be¬ 
yond the Post Office. O Their financial prob¬ 
lems started way back in 1998. O The price 
was way too high for me. □ way over your 
head difficult to understand O The book was 
way over my head. 

(D way in /,wei 'in/ noun an entrance 
waylay /wei'lei/ verb 1. to stop and attack 
someone O The gang waylaid the cashier as 
she was walking back to the office. 2. to stop 
to talk to someone o I was waylaid by an old 
friend on my way to the Post Office. 

(D way of life /,wei ov 'laif/ noun the man¬ 
ner in which you live. Synonym lifestyle 
® way out /wei 'aut/ noun 1. an exit o 
This is the way out of the car park. O He 
couldn ’t find the way out in the dark. 2. □ a 
way out of a difficulty a solution to a prob¬ 
lem O To leave the country and live abroad 
was probably the easiest way out. 
way-OUt /,wei 'aut/ adj strange, exciting 
(dated informal) o They played some really 
way-out music. Synonym unusual. Ant¬ 
onym conventional 

<D way up /wei 'ap/ noun a way in which 
something stands 

wayward /'weiwod/ adj wild, who does 
what he wants. Antonym well-behaved 
WC /,dAb(o)l ju: 'si:/ noun short for ‘water 
closet’, meaning toilet (NOTE: mainly used 
on signs) 

(D we /will pron used by someone speaking 
or writing to refer to himself or herself and 
others O He said we could go into the 
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exhibition. O We were not allowed into the 
restaurant in jeans. O We had a wonderful 
holiday - we all enjoyed ourselves enor¬ 
mously. (NOTE: When it is the object we be¬ 
comes us: We gave it to him ; He gave it to 
us. When it follows the verb to be, we usu¬ 
ally becomes us: Who is it? - It’s us!) 

<D weak /wi:k/ adj 1 . not strong o After his 
illness he is still very weak. O I don’t like 
weak tea - put another teabag in the pot. 2. 
not good at, not having knowledge or skill O 
She’s weaker at science than at maths. O 
French is his weakest subject. O She gave the 
weakest of excuses for not finishing the work 
on time. (NOTE: weaker - weakest. Do not 
confuse with week.) 

weaken /'wiikon/ verb to make or to be¬ 
come weak. Antonym strengthen 
weakling /'wiiklig/ noun a weak person 
weakly /'wiikli/ adv in a weak way (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with weekly.) 

@ weakness /'wiiknos/ noun 1. the state 
of being weak O The doctor noticed the 
weakness of her pulse. Antonym strength 2. 
□ weakness for liking for ( informal) o She 
has a weakness for tall men with dark hair. O 
I have a weakness for Danish pastries. 

<D wealth /wel0/ noun 1. a large amount of 
money, land, property and goods which 
someone owns O His wealth was inherited 
from his grandfather. 2. a large amount O We 
have a wealth of information about the in¬ 
habitants of the town in the sixteenth century. 
(NOTE: no plural) 

wealthy /'wel0i/ adj {of a person) very rich 
(NOTE: wealthier - wealthiest) 

wean /wi:n/ verb 1. to make a baby start to 
eat solid food after only drinking mother’s 
milk O At what age should you start to wean 
a baby? 2. □ to wean someone off or away 
from something to get someone to drop a 
bad habit ( informal) o We must try to wean 
him off the TV for a period. 

(D weapon /'wepon/ noun an object such as 
a gun or sword, which you fight with O The 
crowd used iron bars as weapons. 
weapon of mass destruction /.wepon 
9V ,maes dis'trAkJon/ noun a weapon such 
as a nuclear of chemical weapon which 
causes a huge amount of damage to large 
numbers of people or buildings 
weaponry /'weponri/ noun weapons. Syn¬ 
onym arms (NOTE: no plural) 

<D wear /weo/ verb 1. to have something 
such as clothes or jewellery on your body o 
What dress are you wearing to the party? O 
When last seen, he was wearing a blue rain¬ 
coat. O She’s wearing her mother’s earrings. 
O She wears her hair very short. 2. to be¬ 
come damaged or thin through being used O 
The tread on the car tyres is worn. O I’ve 
worn a hole in the heel of my sock. 3. to last a 


long time, to stay in the same condition in 
spite of being used O The carpet has not 
worn well. 4. □ not to wear something not 
to allow or put up with something ( informal) 
O You can’t put that picture up in the office - 
the female staff will never wear it. ■ noun 1. 
clothes O The menswear department is on the 
ground floor. 2. the action of wearing clothes 
O This anorak is suitable for summer wear. O 
A little black dress is perfect for evening 
wear. 3. the amount of use which something 
may have O The carpet on the stairs will 
have a lot more wear than the one in the bed¬ 
room. 

wear and tear /.wear on 'teo/ noun the 
action of damaging something through use. 
Synonym deterioration □ fair wear and 
tear damage through normal use which is ac¬ 
cepted by an insurance company O The pol¬ 
icy covers most forms of damage but not 
wear and tear to the machine. 
wear away /,wear o'wei/ verb to disap¬ 
pear gradually, to make something disappear 
by rubbing. Synonym erode 
wear down /,weo 'daun/ verb to make 
something disappear by rubbing or much use 
wearer /'wears/ noun a person who is 
wearing a particular type of clothes or shoes 
wearily /'wiarili/ adv in a tired way 
wearing /'wearir)/ adj tiring 
® wear off / .wear 'Df/ verb to disappear 
gradually. Synonym weaken 
wear on /.wear 'on/ verb to continue, with 
difficulty 

(D wear out /.wear 'aut/ verb 1. to use 
something so much that it is broken and use¬ 
less O Walking across the USA, he wore out 
three pairs of boots. 2. □ to wear yourself 
out to become very tired through doing 
something O She wore herself out looking af¬ 
ter the old lady. | worn out 
weary /'wiari/ adj very tired □ to grow 
weary of doing something to get tired of do¬ 
ing something ( formal) o We grew weary of 
always eating in the same restaurant. 
weasel /'wi:z(a)l/ noun a small thin furry 
wild animal which kills and eats birds and 
other small animals O The weasel chased the 
rabbit into its burrow. 

weasel words /'wi:z(a)l w3:dz/ plural 
noun a dishonest way of speaking where you 
avoid saying what you really think 
(D weather /'weds/ noun 1. conditions out¬ 
side, e.g. if it is raining, hot, cold or sunny O 
What’s the weather going to be like today? O 
The weather in Iceland is usually colder than 
here. O Rain every day - just normal English 
summer weather! O If the weather gets any 
better, then we can go out in the boat. □ in 
all weathers in every type of weather o He 
works outside in all weathers and never gets 
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a cold. 2. □ to make heavy weather of 
something to make something you are doing 
more difficult and complicated than you need 
to O We asked him to sort out the invoices but 
he’s really making heavy weather of it. ■ 
verb 1 . to have a gradual effect on a sub¬ 
stance such as stone or wood through the ac¬ 
tion of weather on it O The rocks have been 
weathered into curious shapes. O The 
wooden fence was dark brown but now it has 
weathered to a light grey colour. 2. to live 
through a difficult or dangerous situation 
without being harmed or defeated O I don’t 
know if we can weather this crisis without 
any extra cash. 

weatherbeaten /'wedobi:t(3)n/ adj 1. {of 
a face) made brown by the wind and sun o 
The weatherbeaten faces of the old mountain 
farmers. 2. worn and marked by rain, sun and 
wind O There are a few weatherbeaten fish¬ 
ermen ’s cottages down by the harbour. 
weather forecast /'wedo ,fo:ka:st/, 
weather report /'wedo ri,po:t/ noun a de¬ 
scription of the type of weather which is go¬ 
ing to come in the next few hours or days 
weatherproof /'wedopruif/ adj able to 
keep out the wind and the rain 
weave /wi:v/ verb 1 . to make cloth by 
twisting fibres over and under each other O 
The cloth is woven from the wool of local 
sheep. O The new weaving machines were in¬ 
stalled last week. 2. to make something by a 
similar method, but using things such as very 
thin pieces of wood or the dried stems of 
plants O She learnt how to weave baskets. 3. 
to go forward, twisting and turning O to 
weave through a crowd of onlookers (NOTE: 
wove /wouv/ - has woven /'wouvon/) □ 
get weaving! get going!, start now! {infor¬ 
mal) O If you don’t get weaving you ’ll never 
finish on time. O Come on, don’t just sit 
around, let’s get weaving. ■ noun a pattern 
made on cloth as it is being woven O The 
coat has a very fine weave. 

(D web /web/ noun 1. a net spun by spiders 
O The garden is full of spiders ’ webs in au¬ 
tumn. 2. pieces of skin between the toes of 
some birds and animals which live on or near 
water, e.g. ducks or frogs 3. □ the Web the 
World Wide Web, the thousands of websites 
and webpages within the Internet, which us¬ 
ers can visit 

webbed feet /,webd 'fi:t/ noun feet with 
skin between the toes 

web browser /'web .brauzo/ noun a pro¬ 
gram for showing and using pages on the 
World Wide Web 

webcam /'web.kaem/ noun a video camera 
recording pictures that are broadcast live on 
the Internet 

webcast /'webkaist/ noun a broadcast on 
the World Wide Web 


Wednesday 

webmaster /'webmaisto/ noun a person 
who designs or manages a website 
(D web page /'web peid 3 / noun a single 
file of text and graphics, forming part of a 
website 

website /'websait/ noun a collection of 
pages on the web which have been produced 
by one company and are linked together 
wed /wed/ verb to marry {formal, used 
mainly in newspapers) (NOTE: wedding - 
wed or wedded) 

we’d /wild/ short form we had, we would 
(D wedding /'wedir)/ noun a marriage cere¬ 
mony, when two people are officially made 
man and wife O They rang the church bells at 
the wedding. O Don’t count on having fine 
weather for your wedding. O The film ends 
with a wedding. O This Saturday I’m going to 
John and Mary’s wedding. □ a registry wed¬ 
ding, a civil wedding wedding held in a reg¬ 
istry office or other place, but not a church, 
which is performed by a registrar O Did you 
get a piece of wedding cake? □ the ‘Wed¬ 
ding March’ a piece of music by Mendels¬ 
sohn played at weddings O The organist 
played the ‘Wedding March ’ as the bride and 
groom walked down the aisle. 
wedding anniversary /'wedir) asm- 
,V3is(9)ri/ noun a date which is the date of a 
wedding in the past 

wedding reception /'wedir) ri.sepjon/ 
noun a party held after a wedding, 
wedding ring /'wedir) rip/ noun a ring 
which is put on the finger during the wedding 
ceremony 

wedge /wed 3 / noun 1. a solid piece of 
something such as wood, metal or rubber in 
the shape of a V O Put a wedge under the 
door to hold it open. 2. a piece of anything 
with a V-shape O a wedge of cheese 3. □ the 
thin end of the wedge something which 
seems small and unimportant but which will 
make things change to a great degree later O 
Allowing the children to stay out till 10.30 is 
just the thin end of the wedge - in a couple of 
years ’ time they ’ll not come home until after 
midnight! ■ verb 1. to put a wedge under 
something to fix it firmly open or shut O She 
wedged the door open with a piece of wood. 
2. to force something into a small space □ to 
become wedged, to get wedged to become 
tightly stuck O He got his head wedged be¬ 
tween the railings. 

® Wednesday /'wenzdei/ noun the day 
between Tuesday and Thursday, the third day 
of the week O She came for tea last Wednes¬ 
day. O Wednesdays are always busy days for 
us. O Can we meet next Wednesday after¬ 
noon? O Wednesday the 24th would be a 
good date for a meeting. O The 15th is a 
Tuesday, so the 16th must be a Wednesday, t 
Ash Wednesday 


Weds 

Weds abbr of Wednesday 
wee /wi:/ adj (in Scotland) very small o 
He’s only a wee bairn. O I’ve had a big meal 
so I’ll just have a wee piece of cake. Ant¬ 
onym big □ a wee bit a little o He was just a 
wee bit annoyed by my letter. □ in the wee 
small hours very early in the morning ■ 
noun urine ( child’s word) o The cat did a 
wee on the lawn. ■ verb to urinate ( child’s 
word) O Do you want to wee, Tommy? 
(NOTE: also wee-wee) 
weed /wild/ noun a wild plant that you do 
not want in a garden O Weeds grew all over 
the flowerbeds while he was on holiday. ■ 
verb 1. to remove weeds from a garden o She 
spent all afternoon weeding the vegetable 
garden. 2. □ to weed out to remove some¬ 
thing which is not wanted O Weed out any 
old newspapers you don’t want and take 
them to the paper bank. 
weedkiller /'wiidkilo/ noun a chemical 
which kills weeds, t selective 
weedy /'wi:di/ adj 1. thin and weak o His 
opponent was a weedy little man who looked 
as though he had never had a fight before. 2. 
covered with weeds O We’ve been away and 
the garden is so weedy. 

( 1 ) week /wi:k/ noun 1. a period of seven 
days, usually from Monday to Sunday O 
There are 52 weeks in the year. O The firm 
gives us two weeks ’ holiday at Easter. O It’s 
my aunt’s 80th birthday next week. O I go to 
the cinema at least once a week. □ a week 
from now, a week today this day next week 
O A week from now or in a week’s time, I’ll 
be on holiday. □ a week tomorrow in eight 
days’ time O A week tomorrow I’ll be in 
Greece. □ yesterday week a week ago yes¬ 
terday O They came back from holiday yes¬ 
terday week. □ what day of the week is it 
today? can you tell me what day it is, e.g. is 
it Monday? 2. a part of a seven day period, 
when people work O He works a 35-hour 
week or he works 35 hours every week. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with weak.) 
weekday /'wiikdei/ noun any of the days 
from Monday to Friday, when most offices 
are open 

(i) weekend /wiik'end/ noun Saturday and 
Sunday, or the period from Friday evening to 
Sunday evening O We ’re going to Brighton 
for the weekend. O Why don’t you come to 
spend next weekend with us in the country? O 
At weekends, we try to spend time in the 
garden. 

© weekly /'wiikli/ adj, adv which happens 
or is published once a week o We have a 
weekly paper which tells us all the local 
news. O The weekly rate for the job is £250. 
O Do you pay the milkman weekly? (NOTE: 
Do not confuse with weakly.) ■ noun a 
magazine published once a week o He gets a 


weight 

gardening weekly every Friday. (NOTE: The 

plural is weeklies.) 

weep /wi:p/ verb to cry, to have tears com¬ 
ing out of your eyes (NOTE: weeping - wept 
/wept/) 

weeping willow /,wi:pir) 'witau/ noun a 
type of large willow tree with long branches 
which hang down 

wee-wee /'wi: wi:/ noun urine ( child’s 
word) 

® weigh /wei/ verb 1. to use scales or a 
weighing machine to measure how heavy 
something is O Can you weigh this parcel for 
me? O They weighed his suitcase at the 
check-in desk. O I weighed myself this morn¬ 
ing. 2. to have a certain weight O This piece 
of meat weighs 100 grams. O The packet 
weighs twenty-five grams. O How much do 
you weigh? O He weighs 120pounds. O She 
only weighs 40 kilos. □ to weigh anchor to 
lift the anchor of a ship in order to sail away 
3. □ to weigh on someone to be a problem to 
someone □ time weighs heavily on his 
hands he has nothing to do 
weigh down /,wei 'daun/ verb □ to be 
weighed down with to be bent because you 
are carrying something heavy O The car was 
weighed down with all our luggage. O The 
branches of the pear trees were weighed 
down with fruit. 

weigh in /,wei 'in/ verb 1. (of boxers and 
jockeys) to have your weight measured be¬ 
fore a fight or horse race O The boxer 
weighed in at 200lbs. 2. □ to weigh in to join 
in an argument (informal) o He weighed in 
with some forceful comments. 
weigh out /,wei 'aut/ verb to measure 
something by weight 

(D weight /weit/ noun 1. how heavy some¬ 
thing is O What’s the maximum weight of 
parcel the post office will accept? □ to sell 
fruit by weight to sell for a certain price per 
pound or kilo 2. how heavy a person is O His 
weight is less than it was a year ago. □ to 
lose weight to get thinner O He’s trying to 
lose weight. □ to put on weight to get fatter 
O She’s put on a lot of weight since her holi¬ 
day. t overweight, underweight 3. □ to 
pull your weight to work as hard as every¬ 
one else O The manager has the reputation 
for being ruthless with employees who don't 
pull their weight. □ to throw your weight 
about to use your authority to tell people in a 
proud way what to do way (informal) o She 
loves to throw her weight about at manage¬ 
ment meetings. □ she’s worth her weight in 
gold she’s a very useful person and we 
couldn’t do without her 4. something which 
is heavy O If you lift heavy weights like pav¬ 
ing stones, you may hurt your back. O Have 
you got a weight to put on the papers to stop 
them blowing away? □ that’s a weight off 
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my mind! that is something I need not worry 
about any longer ■ verb 1. to attach some¬ 
thing heavy to something O They weighted 
down the sack with bricks and threw it into 
the river. 2. to add an amount to a total to 
produce a certain result O The figures are 
weighted to take account of seasonal varia¬ 
tions. (NOTE: Do not confuse with wait.) 
weighted /'weitid/ adj changed by the ad¬ 
dition of an amount to a total 
weighting /'weitir)/ noun an additional 
salary paid to someone because they live in 
an expensive part of the country 
weightless /'weitlos/ adj with no weight 
weightlifter /'weitlifto/ noun a person 
who lifts heavy weights as exercise or sport 
weightlifting /'weitliftig/ noun the sport 
or exercise of lifting heavy weights 
weight training /weit 'treinir)/ noun 
physical training using weights to make your 
muscles strong 

weighty /'weiti/ adj 1. important, serious o 
We now face the weighty problem of trying to 
expand into new markets. 2. heavy O She’s 
tired after lugging her weighty bag round 
London. (NOTE: weightier - weightiest) 
weigh up /,wei 'ap/ verb to form an opin¬ 
ion of someone or something. Synonym as¬ 
sess □ to weigh up the pros and cons to 
look at all the arguments for and against 
something O He weighed up the pros and 
cons of what was being suggested very 
carefully. 

weir /wio/ noun 1. a small structure built 
across a river to control the flow of water O 
From here, you can see the weir and the lock. 
2. a fence put across a lake or river to catch 
fish 

® weird /wiod/ adj strange or different from 
usual. Antonym normal (NOTE: weirder - 
weirdest) 

weirdly /'wiodli/ adv in a strange way 
weirdo /'wiodou/ noun a strange person 
{slang) (NOTE: The plural is weirdos.) 

(D welcome /'welkom/ adj 1. met or ac¬ 
cepted with pleasure O The rain was wel¬ 
come after months of drought. O A bowl of 
warm soup would be welcome. O After a 
game of rugby he had a welcome hot shower 
or a hot shower was very welcome. 2. □ wel¬ 
come to willingly allowed to O You 're wel¬ 
come to use the library whenever you want. 

■ verb 1. to greet someone in a friendly way 
O The staff welcomed the new assistant to the 
office. O When we arrived at the hotel we 
were welcomed by a couple of barking guard 
dogs. 2. to be pleased to hear news O I 
warmly welcome the result of the election. O 
I would welcome any suggestions as to how 
to stop the water seeping into the basement. 

■ noun the action of greeting someone O 


well 

There was not much of a welcome from the 
staff when we arrived at the hotel. Antonym 
farewell □ a warm welcome a friendly wel¬ 
come O They gave me a warm welcome. □ to 
outstay your welcome to stay longer than 
your hosts thought you were going to stay 
welcoming /'welkomir)/ adj making you 
feel happy to have arrived. Synonym 
friendly 

weld /weld/ verb to join two pieces of metal 
together by heating them together O The 
chassis can be repaired by welding the two 
pieces together. Synonym fuse ■ noun a 
joint made by welding two pieces of metal 
together O The weld was badly done and 
came apart. Synonym repair 
@ welfare /'welfeo/ noun 1 . the act or prac¬ 
tice of providing the things which people 
need and which help them to be healthy O 
The club looks after the welfare of the old 
people in the town. O We take the children to 
a child welfare clinic. O The government has 
taken measures to reform the welfare system. 
2. money paid by the government to people 
who need it O He exists on welfare payments. 
O The family is on welfare. 
welfare state /,welfeo 'steit/ noun a state 
which spends a large amount of money to 
make sure that its citizens all have suitable 
houses, education, public transport and 
health services. Compare nanny 
(S) well /wel/ adv 1 . in a way that is satisfac¬ 
tory O He doesn’t speak Russian very well. O 
Our business is small, but it’s doing well. O 
Is the new computer working well? 2. very 
much O He got back from the office late - 
well after eight o ’clock. O You should go to 
the Tower of London - it’s well worth a visit. 
O There were well over sixty people at the 
meeting. O She’s well over eighty. Synonym 
considerably 3. □ as well also o When my 
aunt comes to stay she brings her two cats 
and the dog as well. O You can’t eat fish and 
chips and a meat pie as well! □ as well as not 
only, but also O Some newsagents sell gro¬ 
ceries as well as newspapers. O She ate a 
slice of cheesecake as well as two scoops of 
ice cream. 4. to emphasise O He may well be 
right. O She’s well aware of how serious the 
situation is. ■ adj healthy O She’s looking 
well after her holiday! O The secretary’s not 
very well today — she’s had to stay off work. 
O It took him some weeks to get well after his 
flu. ■ interj which starts a sentence, and often 
has no meaning O Well, I’ll show you round 
the house first. O Well now, we’ve done the 
washing up so we can sit and watch TV. O 
(showing surprise) Well, well! What is Mr 
Smith doing here! ■ noun a very deep hole 
dug in the ground with water or oil at the bot¬ 
tom O Middle Eastern oil wells O We pump 
water from the well in our garden. 
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well- 

well- /wel/ prefix in a satisfactory way O 
well-attended O well-chosen (NOTE: Well- is 
used in front of many adjectives, see the fol¬ 
lowing words. Note also the comparative in 
these compounds: well-advised - better 
advised; well-off - better off .) 
well-advised /,wel od'vaizd/ adj □ to be 
well-advised to do something to be sensible 
to do something O You would he well advised 
to buy now before prices go up in the 
autumn. 

well-balanced /wel 'baelonst/ adj 1. □ 
well-balanced diet the type and range of 
food which you eat regularly and which con¬ 
tains all the things you need to be healthy O It 
is important that children should have a 
well-balanced diet. 2. steady or sensible O 
She’s a well-balanced girl, and won '! make 
any rash decisions. 

well-behaved /,wel bi'heivd/ adj having 
good behaviour. Antonym disobedient 
well-being /wel 'binrj/ noun a feeling of 
being healthy and happy 
well-bred /,wel 'bred/ adj polite and well 
brought up 

well-brought-up /,wel brmt Ap/ adj po¬ 
lite because of having been shown the correct 
way to behave when young 
well-built /,wel 'bilt/ adj strong and solid. 
Synonym sturdy 

well-connected /,wel ko'nektid/ adj 
having friends or family who are important 
or have a high status in society 
well-defined /,wel di'faind/ adj which is 
clearly explained or easy to see. Synonym 
distinct. Antonym vague 
® well done /wel 'dAn/ interj showing that 
you are praising someone for their success O 
Well done, the England team! O Well done to 
all of you who passed the exam! ■ adj (of 
meat) which has been cooked a long time o 
Can I have my steak well-done, please? 
well-dressed /'wel drest/ adj dressed in 
good clothes, in the latest fashion. Antonym 
scruffy 

® well-earned /,wel '3:nd/ adj which has 
been deserved 

well-equipped /,wel 1 'kwipt/ adj with all 
necessary equipment (NOTE: equipping - 
equipped) 

well-established /,wel 1 'staeblijt/ adj 
which has been established for some time 
well-fed /,wel 'fed/ adj fat, looking as if 
you had eaten a lot 

well-heeled /,wel 'hiild/ adj rich (infor¬ 
mal). Synonym wealthy 
wellie /'weli/ noun a Wellington boot 
well-informed /,wel in'fotmd/ adj know¬ 
ing a lot about a subject. Synonym 
knowledgeable 


werewolf 

Wellington /'weligton/ noun a loose 
knee-length rubber boot 
well-intentioned /,wel m'tenJ(o)nd/ adj 
intended or trying to help, but often produc¬ 
ing a negative effect 

well-kept /,wel 'kept/ adj 1. which has 
been looked after well O a well-kept lawn 2. 
□ well-kept secret a secret which has not 
been told to anyone 

© well-known /,wel 'noun/ adj known by 
a lot of people. Antonym unknown 
well-mannered /wel m to nod/ adj polite 
well-meaning /,wel mi:mr)/ adj done 
with good intentions 
® well-off /,wel 'of/ ady'rich 
© well-paid /,wel 'peid/ adj earning a good 
salary. Synonym lucrative 
well-preserved /wel pri'z3:vd/ adj in 
good condition despite advanced age 
well-read /,wel 'red/ adj having read many 
books and therefore knowing a lot. Synonym 
knowledgeable. Antonym uninformed 
well-spoken /,wel 'spookon/ adj who 
speaks politely and correctly. Synonym 
articulate 

well-timed /,wel 'taimd/ adj which hap¬ 
pens at the right time. Synonym timely 
well-to-do /,wel to 'du:/ adj rich. Syn¬ 
onym wealthy 

well turned-out /,wel t3:nd 'aut/ adj well 
dressed 

well-wisher /'wel ,wiJo/ noun a person 
who is friendly towards someone. Antonym 

detractor 

® Welsh /welJV adj referring to Wales o We 
will be going climbing in the Welsh moun¬ 
tains at Easter. M noun 1. □ the Welsh the 
people of Wales O The Welsh are proud of 
their heritage. O The Welsh are magnificent 
singers. 2. the language spoken in Wales O 
Welsh is used in schools in many parts of 
Wales. 

Welsh rarebit /,welj 'reobit/ noun bread 
grilled with cheese sauce on top 
welter /'welto/ noun a confused mass. Syn¬ 
onym flurry 

welterweight /'welt owe it/ noun a weight 
of boxer between lightweight and 
middleweight 

wend /wend/ verb □ to wend your way to 
go O He wended his way through the crowd. 
Wendy house /'wendi haus/ noun a 
model house for children to play in. Also 
called playhouse 
© went /went/ 1 > go 
© wept /wept/ 1 > weep 
were /wo, w3t/ (> be 
we’re /'wi:o/ short form we are 
weren’t /W3tnt/ short form were not 
werewolf /'weowulf/ noun a person who is 
thought to change into the form of a wolf at 
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night and back into human form in the day 
(NOTE: The plural is werewolves.) 

® west /west/ noun the direction of where 
the sun sets O The sun sets in the west and 
rises in the east. O We live in a village to the 
west of the town. O Their house has a garden 
that faces west or a west-facing garden. ■ adj 
in or to the west O She lives on the west coast 
of the United States. O The west part of the 
town is near the river. ■ adv towards the 
west O Go west for about ten kilometres, and 
then you ’ll come to the national park. O The 
river flows west into the ocean. 
westbound /'westbaund/ adj travelling 
towards the west 

westerly /'westoli/ adj 1. (of the wind) 
from the west o There was a light westerly 
breeze. 2. towards the west O They are head¬ 
ing in a westerly direction. ■ noun a wind 
blowing from the west o The westerlies blow 
many ships onto the rocks. (NOTE: The plural 
is westerlies.) 

(D western /'weston/ adj from or in the 
west O Great Britain is part of Western Eu¬ 
rope. O The Western part of Canada has 
wonderful scenery. ■ noun a book or film 
about life in the western USA in the nine¬ 
teenth century, especially about cowboys O 
She likes watching old westerns on TV. 
westerner /'westono/ noun a person who 
comes from the west, i.e. from Europe or 
from America 

westernised /'westonaizd/, westernized 

adj accepting and using things such as the 
ideas, customs, and industrial methods of 
countries in Western Europe and the United 
States 

westernmost /'westonmoust/ adj in a 
place which is the furthest west 
Westminster /'westminsto/ noun 1. in 
the area of London where Westminster Ab¬ 
bey and the Houses of Parliament are O 
Tourists always go to Westminster as part of 
their visit to London. 2. the British Parlia¬ 
ment itself O The news was greeted with sur¬ 
prise at Westminster. O MPs returned to 
Westminster after the summer recess. 
westward /'westwod/ adj, adv towards the 
west 

westwards /'westwodz/ adv towards the 
west 

(D wet /wet/ adj 1 . covered in water or other 
liquid O She forgot her umbrella and got wet 
walking back from the shops. O The chair’s 
all wet where he knocked over his beer. O 
The baby is wet - can you change her nappy? 
□ wet through, soaking wet very wet o 
Change your shirt - it’s wet through. OI was 
soaking wet after falling into the river. 2. 
when it is raining O The summer months are 
the wettest part of the year. O There’s noth¬ 
ing I like better than a wet Sunday in London. 


3. not yet dry O Watch out! - the paint’s still 
wet. 4. (of a person) weak and not good at 
taking decisions O Don’t be so wet - phone 
the manager and tell him what you think! 
(NOTE: wetter - wettest) ■ verb 1. to make 
something wet O The rain didn ’t really wet 
the soil. 2. to shake water over something o 
Wet the shirt before you iron it. 3. □ to wet 
the bed (of child) to urinate in bed and make 
it wet o She’s started to wet her bed. ■ noun 
a weak person, especially a politician who 
whose opinions are not extreme o She got rid 
of all the wets in her cabinet. 
wet blanket /wet 'blaerjkit/ noun an un¬ 
happy person who spoils social events, e.g. 
parties, by making other people feel unhappy 
(informal). Synonym spoilsport 
wetland /'wetland/ noun a marshy area 
which is often covered by water. Synonym 
marsh 

wetsuit /'wetsuit/ noun a rubber suit worn 
by swimmers and divers to keep themselves 
warm in the water 
(D we’ve /wiiv/ short form we have 
whack /wsek/ verb to hit hard, making a 
loud noise O She whacked her head on the 
low doorway. O He whacked the ball hard 
with his bat. ■ noun 1. a hard, noisy blow o 
He gave the ball a whack and it went over the 
wall. 2. □ have a whack (at it)! try to do it 
(informal) 3. an amount of money o We each 
paid the full whack. 

whacked /waekt/ adj feeling extremely 
tired 

whacking /'waekig/ adj extremely large 
(informal). Synonym huge 
whale /well/ noun 1. a very large creature 
that lives in the sea O You can take a boat 
into the mouth of the river to see the whales. 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with wail.) 2. □ to 
have a whale of a time to enjoy yourself 
very much (informal) o The children had a 
whale of a time at the zoo. 
whaling /'weiliij/ noun the practice of 
hunting whales 

wham /waem/ noun the loud noise produced 
by a solid heavy blow 

wharf /woif/ noun a quay where a ship can 
tie up to load or unload. Synonym quay 
(NOTE: The plural is wharfs or wharves 
/woivz/.) 

(D What /wot/ adj asking a question O What 
time is it? O What type of food does he like 
best? ■ pron 1 . the thing which o Did you 
see what was in the box? O What we like to 
do most on holiday is just to visit old 
churches. 2. asking a question O What’s the 
correct time? O What did he give you for 
your birthday? O What’s the name of the 
French restaurant in the High Street? O 
What’s the Spanish for ‘table ’? O What hap¬ 
pened to his car? □ to know what’s what to 
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know everything about the situation (infor¬ 
mal) O The builder knows what’s what, so 
he ’ll tell you the details. □ what about used 
to introduce a suggestion O I’m hungry - 
what about some lunch? □ what for used to 
ask about the reason for or purpose of some¬ 
thing O 7 need to see you tomorrow. ’ — 
‘What for? ’ O What is this gadget for? ■ adv 
1. showing surprise O What a huge meal! O 
What beautiful weather! 2. giving a reason O 
What with the children being ill one after an¬ 
other, and my husband being away, I’ve got 
my hands full at the moment. ■ interj show¬ 
ing surprise O What! did you hear what he 
said? o I won the lottery! - What! (NOTE: Af¬ 
ter what used to ask a question, the verb is 
put before the subject: What’s the time? but 
They don’t know what the time is.) 

<D whatever /wDt'evo/ pron 1. it does not 
matter what (form of ‘what’ which empha¬ 
sises; in questions) o You can have what¬ 
ever you like for Christmas. O She always 
does whatever she feels like doing. O I want 
that car whatever the price. 2. (in questions) 
what, why O Whatever made him do that? O 
Whatever does that red light mean? O I’ve 
sold the car. — Whatever for? 
whatnot /'wDtnot/ noun something of the 
same or a similar kind 

what’s /wDts/ short form what has, what is 
<D whatsoever /.wDtsou'evo/ adj, pron 
form of ‘whatever’ which emphasises O 
There is no truth whatsoever in the report. O 
The police found no suspicious documents 
whatsoever. □ none whatsoever none at all 
O Do you have any idea why the computer 
suddenly stopped working? - None 
whatsoever. 

(D wheat /wilt/ noun a plant of which the 
grain is used to make flour (NOTE: no plural) 
wheedle /'wi:d(9)l/ verb to try to persuade 
someone to do something, especially by 
speaking to them in a soft voice 
<D wheel /will/ noun 1 . a round piece which 
turns round an axle and on which a vehicle 
such as a bicycle, a car or a train runs O The 
front wheel and the back wheel of the motor¬ 
bike were both damaged in the accident. O 
We got a flat tyre so I had to get out to 
change the wheel. □ on wheels with wheels 
attached O Hospital beds are on wheels so 
they are easy to move. | meals 2. any similar 
round piece for turning □ to be at the wheel 
to be driving O She was at the wheel when 
the car went off the road. □ to take the 
wheel to start to drive a car O She took the 
wheel because her husband was falling 
asleep. ■ verb 1. to push something along 
that has wheels O He wheeled his motorbike 
into the garage. O She was wheeling her bike 
along the pavement. O The waiter wheeled m 
a sweet trolley. 2. □ to wheel round to turn 


round suddenly O She wheeled round and 
went straight up to the counter. 3. to fly in 
circles O Gulls were wheeling above the fish¬ 
ing boats. 4. □ to wheel and deal to make 
business deals in a way that is dishonest or is 
not fair 

wheelbarrow /'wiilbaerou/ noun a small 
cart with one wheel in front, and two handles, 
used by builders and gardeners to carry 
heavy loads 

wheelchair /'wiiltjeo/ noun a chair on 
wheels which people who cannot walk use to 
move around O a special entrance for wheel¬ 
chair users 

wheel clamp /'will klaemp/ noun a metal 
frame which is screwed to the wheel of an il¬ 
legally parked car. Synonym clamp 
wheeled /wiild/ adj with wheels 
wheeler-dealer /,wi:lo 'diilo/ noun a per¬ 
son who is skilled and successful, but possi¬ 
bly dishonest, in getting what they want, 
especially in business or politics 
wheely bin /'wiili bin/ noun a large con¬ 
tainer on wheels, for putting rubbish in 
wheeze /wi:z/ noun 1. a whistling noise 
made when breathing O I’m full of coughs 
and wheezes. 2. a clever trick O He thought 
he had discovered a clever wheeze how to 
avoid paying tax until he got caught. ■ verb 
to make a whistling sound when breathing O 
The little boy had an attack of asthma and 
started to wheeze. 

(D when /wen/ adv at what time ( asking a 
question) o When is the last train for Paris? 
O When did you last go to the dentist? O 
When are we going to get paid? O Since 
when has he been wearing glasses? O I asked 
her when her friend was leaving. (NOTE: Af¬ 
ter when used to ask a question, the verb is 
put before the subject: When does the film 
start? but He doesn’t know when the film 
starts ; When is he coming? but They can’t 
tell me when he is coming.) u conj 1 . at the 
time that O When he was young, the family 
was living in London. O When you go on hol¬ 
iday, leave your key with the neighbours so 
they can feed the cat. O Do you remember the 
day when we all went for a picnic in Hyde 
Park? O Let me know when you ’re ready to 
go. 2. after O When the speaker had finished, 
he sat down. O Wash up the plates when 
you’ve finished your breakfast. 3. even if O 
The salesman said the car was worth £5000 
when he really knew it was worth only half 
that. 4. although O I said I knew nothing 
about it when in fact I’d known about it for 
some time. 

whence /wens/ adv from where 
(D whenever /wen'evo/ adv 1 . at any time 
that O Come for tea whenever you like. O We 
try to see my mother-in-law whenever we can 
or whenever possible. 2. form of ‘when’ 
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which emphasises O Whenever did she learn 
to drive? 

(D where /wea/ adv 1. ( asking a question) 
in what place, to what place O Where did I 
put my glasses? O Do you know where the 
restaurant is? O Where are the knives and 
forks? O Where are you going for your holi¬ 
day? 2. in a place in which O Stay where you 
are and don't move. O They still live in the 
same house where they were living twenty 
years ago. O Here’s where the wire has been 
cut. 3. whenever O Use fresh tomatoes where 
possible. (NOTE: After where used to ask a 
question, the verb is put before the subject: 
Where is the bottle? but He doesn’t know 
where the bottle is.) 

where- /weo/ prefix which thing (NOTE: 
Some of the following words formed from 
where- are used in their formal meanings in 
legal documents.) 

whereabouts plural noun /'weorobauts/ 
the place where someone or something is O 
She knew nothing of her son’s whereabouts. 
Synonym location ■ adv /.weoro'bauts/ 
(asking a question) in what place? o They 
live in London - oh! whereabouts in London? 
© whereas /weor'asz/ conj 1. if you com¬ 
pare this with the fact that O He likes tea 
whereas she prefers coffee. 2. considering 
the following fact O Whereas the contract 
between the two parties stipulates that either 
party may withdraw at six months ’ notice. 

© whereby /weo'bai/ adv by which; ac¬ 
cording to which ( formal) 
wherein /wear 1 in/ adv in which ( formal) 
whereupon /.weoro'pDn/ conj at that 
point, after that ( literary) 

© wherever /weor'evo/ adv 1. to or in any 
place O You can sit wherever you want. O 
Wherever we go on holiday, we never make 
hotel reservations. O The police want to ask 
her questions, wherever she may be. 2. form 
of ‘where’ which emphasises O Wherever did 
you get that hat? 

whet /wet/ verb □ to whet your appetite to 
make you more interested in something by 
giving you a little taste of it O The brochures 
whet your appetite for holidays by the sea. 

3) whether /'wedo/ conj 1. ( showing 
doubt, or not having reached a decision) if 
O Do you know whether they ’re coming? O / 
can’t make up my mind whether to go on hol¬ 
iday now or later. 2. ( applying to either of 
two things) both O All employees, whether 
managers or ordinary staff, must take a med¬ 
ical test. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
weather.) 

whew /f ju:/ interj used to express an emo¬ 
tion such as great, surprise or to show that 
you feel too hot, or you are very pleased that 
something unpleasant has not happened 


® which /witJ7 adj, pron 1. ( asking a ques¬ 
tion) what person or thing O Which dress are 
you wearing to the wedding? O Which boy 
threw that stone? 2. □ which is which what 
is the difference between the two O There are 
two switches, one for the light and one for the 
fan, but I don’t know which is which. 3. ( only 
used with things, not people) that o The 
French restaurant which is next door to the 
office. O They’ve eaten all the bread which 
you bought yesterday. 4. □ in which case if 
that is the case O He’s ill, in which case he ’d 
better stay at home. 

© whichever /wit/'evo/ pron 1. any one in 
a group O You can take several routes, but 
whichever you choose, the journey will still 
take three hours. 2. ( emphatic form of 
‘which) no matter which O Take whichever 
one you want. ■ adj no matter which O 
Whichever newspaper you read, you ’ll get 
the same story. 

whiff /wif/ noun a slight smell 
© while /wail/ noun 1. some time o It’s a 
while since I’ve seen him. □ in a while in a 
short time, soon O I’ll be ready in a while. □ 
a little while short period of time O Do you 
mind waiting a little while until a table is 
free? □ quite a while a longer period of time 
O He changed jobs quite a while ago. □ once 
in a while from time to time, but not often O 
It’s nice to go to have an Indian meal once in 
a while. 2. □ to be worth someone’s while 
to be worth doing O It’s worth your while 
keeping copies of your work, in case your 
computer goes wrong, t worthwhile ■ conj 
1. when, at the time that O He tried to cut my 
hair while he was watching TV. O While we 
were on holiday someone broke into our 
house. O Shall I clean the kitchen while 
you’re having a bath? 2. showing difference 
O He likes meat, while his sister is a vegetar¬ 
ian. O She only earns £120 a week while ev¬ 
eryone else in the office earns twice that. O 
Everyone is watching TV, while I’m in the 
kitchen making the dinner. 3. although O 
While there may still be delays, the service is 
much better than it used to be. 
while away /,wail o'wei/ verb □ to while 
away the time to do something to make the 
time pass more quickly O I had two hours to 
wait between planes and had several cups of 
coffee to while away the time. 

© whilst /wailst/ conj while ( formal) 
whim Iwiml noun a sudden wish or desire. 
Synonym impulse □ your every whim all 
the things you want O After she got married, 
she expected her husband to indulge her ev¬ 
ery whim. □ a passing whim the fact of 
wanting to have something and soon wanting 
to have something else O Don’t do what he 
says - it’s only a passing whim. 
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whimper 

whimper /'wimpo/ verb (of a person or 
small animal) to make low weak cries o She 
whimpered that she would be OK. O The dog 
was whimpering because it was tied up. ■ 
noun a sad, weak cry O I could still hear her 
whimpers through the bedroom door. 
whimsical /'wimzik(9)l/ adj unusual or 
strange, not very serious 
whimsy /'wimzi/ noun an unusual or 
strange idea 

whine /wain/ verb 1. to make a loud high 
noise O You can hear the engines of the rac¬ 
ing cars whining in the background. 2. to 
complain in a loud high voice O She’s always 
whining about how little money she has. O 
The dogs whined when we locked them up in 
the kitchen. ■ noun a loud high noise O We 
could hear the whine of the engines long be¬ 
fore we got to the racetrack. (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with wine.) 

whinge /wind 3 / verb to complain in a 
whining voice ( informal) 
whinny /'wini/ noun a quiet high sound 
made by a horse O Did you hear the horse’s 
whinnies in the middle of the night? ■ verb 
(of a horse) to make a quiet high sound O I 
heard the horses whinnying in their stables. 
Synonym neigh 

whip /wip/ noun 1. a long, thin piece of 
leather with a handle, used to hit animals to 
make them do what you want O Jockeys use 
the whip to make their horses run faster. 2. □ 
to crack the whip to make everyone do what 
you want O The boss had to crack the whip to 
get the job finished on time. 3. a MP who 
controls the attendance of other MPs of his 
party at the House of Commons and who 
makes sure that all MPs vote 4. a sweet food 
made with whipped cream or eggs and fruit 
or chocolate O She made a chocolate whip. ■ 
verb 1. to hit someone or an animal with a 
whip O He whipped the horse to make it go 
faster. 2. to mix things such as cream or eggs 
until they become firm O Whip the eggs and 
milk together. O It is easier to whip cream if 
it is cold. 3. to go quickly O He whipped 
round to the newsagent’s to buy some ciga¬ 
rettes. 4. to do something quickly O He 
whipped off his hat when he saw her coming 
towards him. O She whipped out her cheque¬ 
book. 5. to steal O Someone’s whipped my 
newspaper! (NOTE: whipping - whipped) 
whiplash /'wipkeJV noun an injury to the 
bones in your neck, caused when your head 
moves suddenly backwards, as in a car which 
has been hit from behind 
whip-round /'wip raund/ noun (informal) 
□ to have a whip-round to ask everyone to 
give some money 

whip up /,wip 'Ap/ verb 1. to encourage, to 
make something increase O Loudspeaker 
messages whipped up the crowd’s enthusi¬ 


asm before the match. 2. to get food ready O 
I’ll just whip up a salad. 3. to beat things to¬ 
gether O Whip up the eggs and milk in a 
bowl. O The wind whipped up the waves on 
the lake. 

whirl lw3iV noun a fast turning movement 
O a whirl of activity □ let’s give it a whirl 
let’s try it out (informal) u verb to turn round 
quickly, to spin O She put on her new skirt 
and whirled around for every one to see. O 
The children’s paper windmills whirled in 
the wind. 

whirlpool /'w3:lpu:l/ noun a stream of wa¬ 
ter that turns round and round very fast. Syn¬ 
onym eddy 

whirlwind /'W3:lwind/ noun 1. an ex¬ 
tremely strong wind that blows round and 
round very fast in the centre of an area of 
very low pressure O Whirlwinds come in the 
summer months and cause a huge amount of 
damage. (NOTE: Another US term is 
twister.) 2. something which happens more 
quickly than usual O They had a whirlwind 
romance, and got married on holiday. 
whirr /w3i/ noun a low sound like some¬ 
thing turning O I was woken up by the whirr 
of a small plane. ■ verb to make a low sound 
like something turning O The journalists’ 
cameras were whirring and clicking as she 
stepped out of the church. (NOTE: [all verb 
senses] The US spelling is whir.) 
whisk /wisk/ noun a kitchen tool used for 
whipping things such as cream or eggs O She 
was looking for the whisk to beat some eggs. 
■ verb 1 . to move something very fast o She 
whisked the plate of cakes away before I 
could take one. O They came in, said hello to 
us, and whisked our daughter off to the res¬ 
taurant. 2. to beat things such as cream or 
eggs very quickly O Next, whisk the mixture 
until it is creamy. O 7 always whisk egg 
whites by hand. 

whiskey /'wiski/ noun Irish or American 
whisky 

(D whisky /'wiski/ noun 1. an alcoholic 
drink, made in Scotland from barley or other 
grains O The distillery produces thousands of 
bottles of whisky every year. O I don’t like 
whisky -1 prefer gin. 2. a glass of this drink 
O Two whiskies, please. (NOTE: The plural is 
whiskies.) 

(D whisper /'wispo/ noun a quiet voice, or 
words spoken very quietly O She spoke in a 
whisper. ■ verb to speak very quietly, to 
make a very quiet sound; to speak secretly O 
He whispered instructions to the other mem¬ 
bers of the gang. O She whispered to the 
nurse that she wanted something to drink. 
Synonym murmur. Antonym shout 
whistle /'wis(o)l/ noun 1. a high sound 
made by blowing through your lips when 
they are almost closed O She gave a whistle 
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of surprise. O We heard a whistle and saw a 
dog running across the field. 2. a simple in¬ 
strument which makes a high sound, played 
by blowing O He blew on his whistle to stop 
the match. ■ verb 1. to blow through your 
lips to make a high sound O They marched 
along, whistling an Irish song. O The door¬ 
man whistled for a taxi. 2. to make a high 
sound using a small metal instrument O The 
referee whistled to stop the match. 3. (of a 
bullet or the wind) to make a loud high sound 
when moving fast 

whistlestop tour /,wis(9)lstDp 'tuo/ 
noun a journey where you stop for a short 
time in many different places 
3) white /wait/ adj of a colour like snow or 
milk O A white shirt is part of the uniform. O 
A white car will always look dirty. O Her 
hair is now completely white. O Do you take 
your coffee black or white? □ white as a 
sheet completely white, very pale ( informal) 
O Are you all tight? - you look as white as a 
sheet. ■ noun 1 . the colour of snow or milk o 
The white of the snow-capped mountains 
stood out against the deep blue of the sky. 2. 
a person whose skin is pale O Whites are in 
the minority in African countries. 3. the 
light-coloured meat on a chicken O Do you 
want a leg or some white? 4. a white part of 
something O the white of an egg O The 
whites of his eyes were slightly red. 5. a 
white wine O A glass of house white, please. 
whiteboard /'waitboid/ noun a flat white 
board in a classroom, on which you can write 
with a special type of pen 
white bread /wait bred/ noun bread made 
from white flour 

white Christmas /wait 'krismos/ noun 
Christmas when there is snow on the ground 
white coffee /wait 'kofi/ noun coffee 
with milk or cream in it 
white elephant /wait 'elifont/ noun 
something which cost a lot of money and is 
no use 

white flag /wait 'flaeg/ noun a symbol 
showing that someone is accepting defeat 
white goods /'wait gudz/ plural noun 
large pieces of electrical equipment which 
you use in the home, e.g. fridges and washing 
machines 

Whitehall /'waithoil/ noun 1. a street in 
London, leading from Trafalgar Square to the 
Houses of Parliament, where there are the of¬ 
fices of several government departments O 
As you walk down Whitehall you pass 
Downing Street on your right. 2. the British 
government and civil service O Whitehall 
sources suggest that the plan will be adopted. 
O There is a great deal of resistance to the 
idea in Whitehall. □ Whitehall mandarins 
top British civil servants 
white-hot /,wait 'hDt/ adj extremely hot 


white lie /wait lai/ noun a harmless lie 
white meat /wait 'mi:t/ noun 1. meat 
from the breast of chicken or turkey 2. a pale 
coloured meat like veal, as opposed to red 
meat like beef 

whiten /'wait(o)n/ verb to make whiter or 
to become whiter 

whiteness /'waitnos/ noun the fact of be¬ 
ing white 

White Paper /wait 'peipo/ noun a report 
published by the government as a statement 
of government policy on a particular prob¬ 
lem. Compare Green Paper 
white pepper /wait 'peps/ noun pepper 
from seeds which have had the outer layer re¬ 
moved (NOTE: Pepper from whole dried 
pepper seeds is black pepper.) 
white trash /wait 'traej/ noun poor white 
people ( slang offensive) (NOTE: no plural) 
whitewash /'waitwoj/ noun 1. a mixture 
of water and lime used for painting the walls 
of houses O One coat of whitewash should be 
enough for this wall. 2. an attempt to cover 
up mistakes or dishonest behaviour O Every¬ 
one said the report was a whitewash and no¬ 
body was ever arrested. ■ verb 1. to paint 
with a mixture of water and lime O A land¬ 
scape of fields and little whitewashed cot¬ 
tages. 2. to try to cover up mistakes or 
dishonest behaviour O The report was just an 
attempt to whitewash the officials at the chil¬ 
dren ’s home. 

Whitewater /'waitwoito/ noun part of a 
river which flows very fast over rocks 
Whitewater rafting /.waitwoito 'raiftirj/ 
noun the sport of riding in small strong rub¬ 
ber boats down dangerous rivers 
whither /'wido/ adv to which place ( literary 
or archaic) □ whither the EU? what is the 
future of the EU? 

whiting /'waitig/ noun a type of small sea 
fish (NOTE: The plural is whiting.) 
whitish /'waitij/ adj similar to white or 
partly white 

whittle /'wit(o)l/ verb 1. to shape a piece of 
wood by cutting off small pieces with a knife 
O He was whittling a stick with his penknife. 
2. □ to whittle something away or down to 
make something gradually smaller O He 
found his authority as chairman being gradu¬ 
ally whittled away by the secretary. O Their 
aim is to whittle the staff down to half the ac¬ 
tual number. 

(D who /hu:/ pron 1. ( asking a question) 
which person or persons O Who was the per¬ 
son that phoned? O Who phoned? O Who are 
you talking to? O Who was she going home 
with? O Who spoke at the meeting? 2. the 
person or the people that O The men who 
came yesterday morning work for the elec¬ 
tricity company. O Anyone who didn’t get 
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tickets early won’t be able to get in. O 
There’s the taxi driver who took us home last 
night. O Do you remember the girl who used 
to work here as a waitress? (NOTE: With an 
object, who can be left out: there’s the man 
I saw at the pub. When who is used as an 
object, it is sometimes written whom 
/hu:m/: Whom are you talking about? The 
man whom I saw in the office but this is not 
common. After who used to ask a question, 
the verb is put before the subject: Who is 
that man over there? but / don’t know who 
that man is over there.) 

WHO abbr World Health Organization o 
The WHO’s top priority is the eradication of 
tuberculosis. 

who’d /hu:d/ short form who had, who 
would 

whodunit /hui'dAnit/ noun a detective 
story. Synonym mystery 
© whoever /hui'evo/ pron ( emphatic form 
of ‘who) no matter who, anyone who O Who¬ 
ever finds the umbrella can keep it. O Go 
home with whoever you like. 

® whole /haul/ adj all of something o She 
must have been hungry - she ate a whole ap¬ 
ple pie. O We spent the whole winter in the 
south. O A whole lot of people went down 
with flu. ■ noun all, everything O She stayed 
in bed the whole of Sunday morning and read 
the newspapers. O The whole of the north of 
the country was covered with snow. O Did 
you watch the whole of the programme? 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with hole.) ■ adv in 
one piece O The heron swallowed the fish 
whole. 

wholefood /'houlfuid/ noun food that has 
had very little processing and has been grown 
or produced without the use of chemicals 
wholehearted /houl'haitid/ adj complete 
or total 

wholeheartedly /houl'haitidli/ adv 
completely 

wholemeal /'houlmiil/ noun □ wholemeal 
flour flour which contains a large amount of 
the original wheat grain O I have two slices of 
wholemeal toast for breakfast. 
wholemeal bread /'houl.miil bred/, 
wholewheat bread /'houl.wiit bred/ noun 
bread made from flour which contains the 
whole grain 

whole number /haul 'nAmbo/ noun a 
number such as 1, 35 or 630 which is not a 
fraction 

wholesale /'houlseil/ adv buying goods 
from manufacturers and selling them in large 
quantities to traders who then sell them in 
smaller quantities to the general public O He 
buys wholesale. Compare retail ■ adj 1. in 
large quantities O wholesale discount 2. on a 
large scale O The wholesale killing of wild 
birds. 


why 

© wholesaler /'houlseilo/ noun a person 
who buys goods in large quantities from 
manufacturers and sells them to retailers. 
Synonym trader 

wholesome /'h3uls(3)m/ adj 1. healthy, 
good for your health O You should stick to a 
more wholesome diet and stop eating all that 
junk food. □ wholesome food food that is 
good for your health O You should eat fresh 
fruit and vegetables and other wholesome 
food. 2. good for your morals O Those videos 
are not what I would call good wholesome 
entertainment for youngsters. 
who’ll short form who shall, who will 
wholly /'houlli/ adv completely ( formal ) 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with holy.) 

(D whom /hu:m/ 1 > who 
whoop /wu:p, hu:p/ noun a loud cry o The 
boys let out whoops as they ran down the hill. 
Synonym shout (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
hoop.) ■ verb to make loud cries O The 
gang ran along the main street, shouting and 
whooping at passers-by. 
whooping cough /'huipirj kofl noun an 
infectious disease mainly of children which 
affects the bronchial tubes and causes the pa¬ 
tient to make a gasping noise 
whoops /wups/ interj used to show that an 
accident has almost happened O Whoops! 
you nearly hit that tree! O She went charging 
across the kitchen on her trike and whoops! 
just missed Mum carrying a pile of plates. 
whopper /'wDpo/ noun 1. a very large 
thing 2. a very big lie O She told me a real 
whopper. 

whopping /'wopir)/ adj very large (infor¬ 
mal). Synonym enormous. Antonym tiny 
who’s /hu:z/ short form who has, who is 
(D whose /hu:z/ pron 1. ( asking a ques¬ 
tion) which belongs to which person O 
Whose is that car? O Whose book is this? O 
Whose money was stolen? 2. of whom O The 
family whose house was burgled. O The man 
whose hat you borrowed. O The girl whose 
foot you trod on. (NOTE: Do not confuse with 
who’s.) 

who’ve /hu:v/ short form who have 
(D why adv /wai/ 1. ( asking a question) for 
what reason O Why did he have to phone me 
in the middle of the TV film? O I asked the 
ticket collector why the train was late. 2. 
agreeing with a suggestion O Would you like 
some lunch - Why not? 3. giving a reason O 
She told me why she couldn’t go to the party. 
4. showing something else is preferred O 
Why go by plane to Paris when you can take 
the train? O Why don’t we go for a picnic as 
it’s fine? (NOTE: After why used to ask a 
question, the verb is put before the subject: 
Why is the sky blue? but I don’t know 
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why the sky is blue.) ■ interj showing sur¬ 
prise O Why, if it isn ’t old Mr Smith! 
wicked /'wikid/ adj 1. very bad o What a 
wicked thing to say! O It was wicked of them 
to steal the birds ’ eggs. 2. behaving badly in 
a way that is not serious O She gave a wicked 
little laugh. 3. dangerous O He came in car¬ 
rying a wicked axe. 4. very good O They do a 
wicked line in French pastries. 
wickedly /'wikidli/ adv in a wicked way 
wickedness /'wikidnss/ noun the fact of 
being wicked 

wicker /‘wika/ adj made of thin pieces of 
wood or sticks woven together o a wicker 
basket O wicker furniture 
wickerwork /'wikow3:k/ noun things 
made of thin pieces of wood or twigs woven 
together (NOTE: no plural) 
wicket /'wikit/ noun (in cricket) 1. a set of 
three sticks put in the ground with two small 
sticks on top, used as the target o The first 
ball hit his wicket. 2. the main playing area 
between two sets of these sticks □ fast 
wicket a wicket where the ball moves fast off 
the ground □ slow wicket a wicket where the 
ball moves slowly off the ground □ to be on 
a sticky wicket to be in an difficult situation 
(informal) 

wicket-keeper /'wikitkiipa/ noun (in 
cricket) a player who stands behind the 
wicket to stop the balls that the batsman does 
not hit 

(i) wide /waid/ adj 1. which measures from 
side to side O The table is three foot or three 
feet wide. O The river is not very wide at this 
point. 2. to a great degree, including a large 
amount O The shop carries a wide range of 
imported goods. O She has a wide knowledge 
of French painting. ) width (NOTE: wider - 
widest) ■ adv 1 . as far as possible, as much 
as possible O She opened her eyes wide. O 
The door was wide open so we just walked in. 
□ wide apart separated by a large space o 
He stood with his legs wide apart. 2. not on 
the target O The shells fell wide of their tar¬ 
get. □ to be wide of the mark to be very 
wrong O He’s wide of the mark when he says 
that that old car is worth £2000. ■ noun (in 
cricket) a ball which goes too far to the side 
of the batsman 

wide awake /waid o'weik/ adj, adv com¬ 
pletely awake 

wide-eyed /waid aid/ adj with eyes wide 
open 

(D widely /'waidli/ adv 1. by a wide range 
of people O It is widely expected that he will 
resign. 2. over a wide area O Contamination 
spread widely over the area round the fac¬ 
tory. O She has travelled widely in Greece. □ 
he is very widely-travelled he has travelled 
in many places 


widen /'waid(3)n/ verb 1. to make wider o 
We need to widen the road to take larger lor¬ 
ries. 2. to become wider O Further along, the 
road widens into two lanes in each direction. 
wide-ranging /,waid 'reind 3 ir)/ adj 
which covers a wide range of subjects. Syn¬ 
onym extensive. Antonym narrow 
widescreen /'waidskriin/ adj referring to 
a television whose screen is noticeably wider 
than average 

(D widespread /'waidspred/ adj over a 
large area. Synonym extensive. Antonym 
limited 

widget /'wid 3 it/ noun a small useful object 
(humorous) 

widow /'widou/ noun a woman whose hus¬ 
band has died and who has not married again 
widowed /'widoud/ adj who is a widow or 
widower 

widower /'widsus/ noun a man whose 
wife has died and who has not married again 
(D width /wid0/ noun 1. a measurement of 
something from one side to another O I need 
to know the width of the sofa. O The width of 
the garden is at least forty feet or the garden 
is at least forty feet in width. 2. a piece of ma¬ 
terial cut right across a roll O We will need 
two widths of velvet to make the curtains. 3. 
the distance from one side to another of a 
swimming pool O She swam three widths 
easily. 

wield /wi:ld/ verb 1. to hold something, 
usually by its handle, and use it O Her at¬ 
tacker was wielding a knife. 2. to use or have 
power to control people O The state wields 
enormous power over the ordinary citizen. 

(D wife /waif/ noun a woman who is married 
to a man O I know Mr Jones quite well but 
I’ve never met his wife. O They both came 
with their wives, t old wives’ tale. Synonym 
spouse. Antonym husband (NOTE: The 
plural is wives /waivz/.) 
wig /wig/ noun false hair worn on the head 
wiggle /'wig(9)l/ verb to move slightly up 
and down or from side to side. Synonym 
wriggle 

Wiggly /'wigli/ adj which is not straight 
® wild /waild/ adj 1. living naturally, not 
tame O Wild dogs roam over parts of Austra¬ 
lia. □ wild animals animals which are living 
in natural surroundings, as opposed to pets or 
farm animals O We watched a TV 
programme on wild animals in Africa. 2. □ 
wild mountain scenery mountains with fea¬ 
tures such as high cliffs and waterfalls 3. 
very angry; very excited O He will be wild 
when he sees what I have done to the car. O 
The fans went wild at the end of the match. □ 
to be wild about something to be very inter¬ 
ested in something (informal) o She’s wild 
about motorbikes. □ beyond your wildest 
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dreams even better than you could expect o 
The results surpassed our wildest dreams. 4. 
not thinking carefully O She made a few wild 
guesses, but didn’t find the right answer. O 
They had the wild idea of walking across the 
Sahara. ■ noun □ in the wild living in na¬ 
ture O In the wild, elephants can live to a 
great age. ■ adv 1. with a large amount of 
freedom O In this zoo, animals can roam wild 
in the fields. O In the safari park we let the 
animals run wild. 2. without any control O 
The crowds were running wild through the 
centre of the town. 

wild card /'waild ka:d/ noun a computer 
symbol that represents any character 
wilderness /'wildonos/ noun uncultivated 
and uninhabited country or desert □ in the 
political wilderness (of a politician) no lon¬ 
ger in power 

wildfire /'waildfaio/ noun □ like wildfire 

very fast O The news spread like wildfire 
through the crowd. 

d> wild goose chase /waild 'gu:s tjeis/ 
noun a hopeless search 
@ wildlife /'waildlaif/ noun birds, plants 
and animals living free and untouched by 
humans 

wildlife park /'waild.laif pa:k/ noun a 
large park surrounded by high fences, where 
wild animals are kept and are allowed to run 
wild inside (NOTE: no plural) 

(D wildly /'waildli/ adv 1. in a wild way o 
The crowd cheered wildly as the pop group 
started to sing. 2. □ wildly inaccurate com¬ 
pletely wrong O His prediction of a fine sum¬ 
mer was wildly inaccurate. 
wiles /wailz/ plural noun clever tricks 
wilful /'wilf(o)l/ adj 1. determined to do 
what you want O She’s a wilful child and 
very difficult to control. 2. done because 
someone wants to do it O They caused wilful 
damage to several telephone kiosks. □ it was 
wilful murder it was a murder which was 
planned in advance (NOTE: [all senses] The 
US spelling is willful.) 

wilfully /'wilfuli/ adv done because some¬ 
one wants to do it (NOTE: The US spelling is 

willfully.) 

CD will /wil/ modal verb 1. used to form the 
future O The party will start soon. O Will they 
be staying a long time? O We won’t be able 
to come to tea. O If you ask her to play the pi¬ 
ano, she ’ll say ‘no ’. 2. used for emphasising 
O The dog will keep eating the cat’s food. 3. 
used as a polite way of asking someone to do 
something O Will everyone please sit down? 
O Will someone close the curtains? O (for¬ 
mal) Won’t you sit down? 4. used for show¬ 
ing that you are keen to do something O 
Don’t call a taxi - I’ll take you home. O The 
car will never start when we want it to. O 
Don’t worry -1 will do it. (NOTE: the nega¬ 


tive: will not is usually written won’t 
/wount/. The past is: would, negative: 
would not, usually written wouldn’t. Note 
also that will is often shortened to ’ll: he’ll = 
he will) ■ verb □ to will someone to do 
something to want someone to do some¬ 
thing, and suggest it by thinking it O The 
crowd was willing her to win the match. ■ 
noun 1. power of the mind and character o 
She lost the will to live. □ to work with a 
will to work very earnestly and willingly □ 
with the best will in the world however 
much you want to do something O Even with 
the best will in the world, I don’t see how we 
can finish it in time. 2. a wish □ against your 
will without your agreement O He was forced 
to pay the money against his will. □ of your 
own free will willingly, without being forced 
O He signed the document of his own free 
will. □ at will whenever you want to o Visi¬ 
tors can wander around the gardens at will. 
3. a legal document by which a person gives 
instructions to his or her executors as to what 
should happen to the property after he or she 
dies O He wrote his will in 1984. O Accord¬ 
ing to her will, all her property is left to her 
children. O Has she made a will yet? 

(D willing /'wiliij/ adj keen to help o Is 
there anyone who is willing to drive the jeep? 
O I need two willing helpers to wash the car. 
■ noun eagerness to help □ to show willing 
to show you are eager to help 
® willingly /'wiligli/ adv readily, in a eager 
way 

willingness /'wilignos/ noun the quality 
of being ready to do something 
willow /'wilou/ noun a tree with long thin 
branches often found near rivers and streams 
willowy /'wiloui/ adj tall and slender 
willpower /'wilpauo/ noun strength of 
will. Synonym determination. Antonym 
weakness 

wilt /wilt/ noun a disease of plants which 
makes them droop O The lettuces are all suf¬ 
fering from wilt. ■ verb to become weak and 
droop O We've had no rain for days and the 
plants in the garden have started to wilt. O 
We all started off at a fast pace, but after the 
first mile or so some of us began to wilt. 
wily /'waili/ adj full of tricks. Synonym 
crafty. Antonym ingenuous (NOTE: wilier 
- wiliest) 

wimp /wimp/ noun a weak individual (in¬ 
formal insult) 

(D win /win/ noun the act of beating some¬ 
one in a game O The local team has only had 
two wins so far this year. O We’re disap¬ 
pointed, we expected a win. Synonym vic¬ 
tory. Antonym defeat ■ verb 1. to beat 
someone in a game; to be first in a race O 7 
expect our team will win tomorrow. O The lo¬ 
cal team won their match yesterday. O She 
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won the race easily. □ to win hands down to 
win easily 2. to get a prize O She won first 
prize in the art competition. O He won two 
million pounds on the lottery. O She’s hoping 
to win a new car in a competition in the pa¬ 
per. (NOTE: winning - won /wAn/) 
wince /wins/ noun a reaction on your face 
which shows you feel pain or embarrassment 
O He gave a wince as the nurse cleaned his 
wound. ■ verb to show signs of pain or em¬ 
barrassment, especially on your face O He 
winced as the nurse gave him an injection. O 
She still winces at the memory of the awful 
mistake she made. 

winch /wintj/ noun a device which pulls 
things up by winding a rope around a drum O 
The recovery vehicle has a winch at the back. 
Synonym hoist ■ verb to pull up or to lift by 
using a winch O The sailors were winched 
from the yacht by helicopter. 

(i) wind noun /wind/ 1. air moving outdoors 
O The wind blew two trees down in the park. 
O There’s no point trying to use an umbrella 
in this wind. O There's not a breath of wind - 
the sailing boats aren’t moving at all. □ to 
run like the wind to run very fast O He ran 
like the wind and won the race. 2. the ability 
to breathe □ to get your wind back to 
breathe properly again after running fast O 
Just give me a moment to get my wind back 
and I’ll give you the message. □ to get your 
second wind to get enough breath again after 
running, so as to be able to make a new effort 
□ to get or have the wind up to be fright¬ 
ened ( informal) o He got the wind up and ran 
away. □ to put the wind up someone to 
frighten someone ( informal) 3. gas which 
forms in the digestive system O The baby is 
suffering from wind. □ to break wind to let 
gas escape from the intestines 4. □ to get 
wind of something to hear a rumour about 
something O Somehow, our rivals got wind of 
our plan to expand our chain of stores. ■ 
verb /waind/ 1. to turn a key or handle to 
make a machine work O Do you need to wind 
(up) the clock twice a week? 2. to twist round 
and round O He wound the towel round his 
waist. O She wound the string into a ball. 3. 
(of a river or path etc.) not to go straight, but 
with twists and turns O The river winds 
across the plain. (NOTE: winding - wound 
/waund/) 4. to make someone breathless, es¬ 
pecially by hitting him in the chest O She hit 
him with her umbrella and winded him. 
windbag /'windbasg/ noun someone who 
talks a lot (informal insult) 

@ wind down /.waind 'daun/ verb to turn 
a handle to make something go down 
windfall /'windfall/ noun 1. a fruit which 
has fallen to the ground from a fruit tree O 
There are a lot of windfalls this year. 2. 
money which you receive unexpectedly O 


windsurfing 

His premium bond suddenly produced a 
windfall. 

winding /'waindip/ adj which turns and 
twists 

wind instrument /'wind .instrumont/ 
noun a musical instrument which you have to 
blow to make a note 

windmill /‘windmil/ noun 1. a mill driven 
by sails which turn when the wind blows O 
They live in an old windmill in East Anglia. O 
Windmills were used to grind corn into flour. 
2. a little toy made of folded paper, which 
turns in the wind O The children all had little 
paper windmills. 

(D window /'windou/ noun 1 . an opening in 
a surface such as a wall or door, which is 
filled with glass O When I fly, I always ask 
for a seat by the window, so that I can watch 
the landing and takeoff. O I looked out of the 
kitchen window and saw a fox. O It’s danger¬ 
ous to lean out of car windows. O The bur¬ 
glar must have got in through the bathroom 
window. 2. a section of a computer screen 
used to display special information O Open 
the command window to see the range of pos¬ 
sible commands. 

windowframe /'windoufreim/ noun a 
wooden or metal frame around a window 

window of opportunity /.windou ov 
Dpo't juiniti/ noun a short moment when the 
conditions for something are especially 
favourable 

window-pane /'windou pern/ noun a sin¬ 
gle piece of glass, used as part of a whole 
window 

window shopping /'windou Jopir)/ 
noun the practice of looking at shop win¬ 
dows without buying anything 
windpipe /'windpaip/ noun the main air 
passage from the nose and mouth to the 
lungs. Also called trachea 
wind power /'wind ,pauo/ noun the force 
of the wind used to drive a windmill to pro¬ 
duce energy 

windscreen /'windskriin/ noun the glass 
window in the front of a vehicle (NOTE: The 
US term is windshield.) 
windscreen wiper / l win(d),skri:n 
'waipo/, windshield wiper /,win(d)Jiild 
'waipo/ noun a device on a car which re¬ 
moves rainwater away from the windscreen 
windshield /'windjiild/ noun 1. a screen 
on the front of a motorcycle O The wind¬ 
shield protects the rider from the rain. 2. US 
the glass window in the front of a vehicle 
(NOTE: The British term is windscreen.) 
windsurfer /'wins3:fo/ noun a person who 
goes windsurfing 

windsurfing /'winds3:fir)/ noun the sport 
of riding on the sea on a surfboard with a sail 
attached 
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windswept 

windswept /'windswept/ adj blown by 
the wind. Synonym desolate. Antonym 
sheltered 

<S> wind up /,waind 'Ap/ verb 1. to twist 
round and round O She was winding the 
string up into a ball. 2. to turn a key to make 
a machine work O When did you wind up the 
clock or wind the clock up? 3. to turn a key to 
make something go up O Wind up your win¬ 
dow if it starts to rain. 4. to end up O They 
wound up owing the bank thousands of 
pounds. 5. to finish O The meeting wound up 
at five o ’clock. 6. □ to wind up a company 
to put a company into liquidation O The court 
ordered the company to be wound up. 7. to 
make someone annoyed O He only did it to 
wind you up. 

wind-up /'waind Ap/ adj which works by 
clockwork O a wind-up toy O It is not a 
wind-up clock - it works on a battery. ■ 
noun something done to annoy you (infor¬ 
mal) O I didn’t believe him at first, I thought 
it was just a wind-up. Synonym joke 
windward /'windwod/ noun, adj, adv on 
or to the side of a ship from which the wind is 
blowing. Compare leeward 
(D windy /'windi/ adj when a strong wind is 
blowing ( informal) (NOTE: windier - 
windiest) 

(D wine /wain/ noun 1. an alcoholic drink 
made from grapes O We had a glass of 
French red wine. O Two glasses of white 
wine, please. O Should we have some white 
wine with the fish? 2. an alcoholic drink 
made from the juice of fruit or flowers O el¬ 
derberry wine ■ verb □ to wine and dine 
someone to invite someone for an expensive 
meal O He seems to spend most of his time 
wining and dining potential customers. 

(D wing /wig/ noun 1. one of the two parts 
of the body, which a bird or butterfly etc. 
uses to fly O A brown butterfly, with white 
spots on its wings. O The little birds were 
flapping their wings, trying to fly. O Which 
part of the chicken do you prefer, a leg or a 
wing? 2. □ to take someone under your 
wing to help someone by showing them what 
to do, especially someone who is new to the 
work or in training ( informal) 3. one of the 
two flat parts sticking from the side of an air¬ 
craft, which hold an aircraft in the air O He 
had a seat by the wing, so could not see much 
out of the window. 4. a part of a large build¬ 
ing which leads off to the side of the main 
building, often built as an extension O They 
are building a new wing for the hospital. 5. a 
body panel over the wheel of a car, which 
protects against splashing water and mud O 
The front wing was dented in the crash. 
(NOTE: The US term is fender.) 6. the side 
of a football or hockey pitch O He ran along 
the left wing. 7. a winger, player who plays 


on the wing O He passed the ball out to the 
wing. 8. a part of a political party which has a 
certain tendency O She is on the right wing of 
the Conservative party. 9. a group of squad¬ 
rons in the air force 10. □ waiting in the 
wings waiting to do something O The boss 
must not make any more mistakes - Stephen 
is waiting in the wings to take over. 
winged /wigd/ adj with wings 
winger /' wigo/ noun (in football, 
hockey,etc.) a person who plays on the side 
of the field O One of the wingers kicked the 
ball into the net. ■ suffix referring to a person 
on the right or left wing politically O a 
right-winger 

wing mirror /wir) 'miro/ noun one of a 
pair of mirrors attached to the outside of a ve¬ 
hicle and providing a view to the rear 
wingspan /'wigspasn/ noun a measure¬ 
ment from the tip of one wing to the tip of 
another 

wink /wigk/ verb 1. to shut and open one 
eye quickly, as a signal O She winked at him 
to tty to tell him that everything was going 
well. 2. (of lights, stars) to flash on and off o 
The lights of the harbour were winking in the 
distance. ■ noun 1. the act of opening and 
shutting one eye quickly O She gave him a 
wink to show that she had seen him take the 
piece of cake. 2. □ hardly sleep a wink al¬ 
most not to sleep at all O We hardly slept a 
wink last night because the children kept 
waking us up. 

(D winner /'wins/ noun 1. a person who 
wins O The winner of the race gets a silver 
cup. 2. something which is successful O His 
latest book is a winner. 
d) winning /'winig/ adj 1. which has won o 
The winning team go on to the next stage of 
the tournament. O She had the winning lot¬ 
tery ticket. 2. pleasant, attractive O She has a 
very winning smile. 

winning post /'winig poust/ noun a post 
which indicates the end of a horse race 
winnings /'winigz/ plural noun money 
which has been won at betting O He collected 
all his winnings and went to book a holiday 
in Spain. 

winning streak /'winig striik/ noun a pe¬ 
riod of time when a person has continuing 
good luck 

win over /'win 'ouvo/, round /raund/ verb 
to persuade someone who was previously 
reluctant 

(D winter /'winto/ noun the coldest season 
of the year, the season between autumn and 
spring O In some countries winter usually 
means snow. O It’s too cold to do any gar¬ 
dening in the winter. O We ’re taking a winter 
holiday in Mexico. ■ verb to spend the win¬ 
ter in a place O These birds normally winter 
in Southern Portugal. 
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winter solstice /.winto 'solstis/ noun 
21 st December, the shortest day in the north¬ 
ern hemisphere, when the sun is at its furthest 
point north of the equator 
winter sports /.winto 'spoits/ plural 
noun sports which are done in the winter, 
such as skiing and skating etc. 
wintry /'wintri/ adj 1. cold like winter o 
They are forecasting more wintry weather to¬ 
night. 2. unfriendly and cold O He gave them 
a wintry smile which made conversation 
difficult. 

win-win /win 'win/ adj used to describe a 
situation which has a satisfactory outcome 
for all the parties involved 
@ wipe /waip/ verb to clean or dry with a 
cloth O Wipe your shoes with a cloth before 
you polish them. O Here’s a hanky to wipe 
your nose. O Use the blue towel to wipe your 
hands. ■ noun the action of cleaning or dry¬ 
ing with a cloth O She gave the table a quick 
wipe. 

@ wipe out /,waip 'aut/ verb 1. to kill, to 
destroy o The tidal wave wiped out half the 
villages along the coast. 2. to remove com¬ 
pletely O The costs of moving to the new of¬ 
fice have completely wiped out our profits. 

@ wipe up /,waip 'Ap/ verb to clean liquid 
which has been spilt, with a cloth 
d> wire /'waio/ noun 1. a thin piece of metal 
or metal thread O He used bits of wire to at¬ 
tach the apple tree to the wall. O The chip 
basket is made of woven wire. 2. □ (electric) 
wire thin metal thread along which electric¬ 
ity flows, usually covered with coloured plas¬ 
tic O The wires seem to be all right, so there 
must be a problem with the dishwasher itself. 
3. a telegram O He sent me a wire to say that 
he couldn ’t come. ■ verb 1. to put in wires to 
carry electricity round a building O The office 
has been wired for computers. 2. to send a 
telegram O He wired his office to say that the 
deal had been signed. 

wireless /'waiolos/ noun a radio receiver 
(dated] old) 

wiring /’waiorii]/ noun all the wires which 
make up a system to carry electricity round a 
building 

wiry /'waiori/ adj 1. (of a person) thin but 
strong 2. (of hair) stiff and not easily combed 
(NOTE: wirier - wiriest) 
wisdom /'wizdom/ noun a general com¬ 
mon sense. Antonym foolishness 
<D wisdom tooth /'wizdom tu:0/ noun 
one of the four back human teeth which only 
grow after the age of 20, or sometimes not at 
all 

@ wise /waiz/ adj 1. having intelligence and 
being sensible O I don’t think it’s wise to ask 
her to invest all that money in his business. O 
It was a wise decision to cancel the trip. 2. □ 


to be none the wiser to know no more about 
it than you did before O I read his report, and 
I’m still none the wiser. O His lengthy expla¬ 
nation left us none the wiser about how the 
system would work. 

wisecrack /'waizkrEek/ (informal) noun a 

clever remark. Synonym witticism ■ verb to 

make a joke. Synonym joke 

wise guy /'waiz gai/ noun a person who 

seems to know the answer to everything, but 

in reality does not (informal) 

wisely /'waizli/ adv 1. in a wise way 2. 

prudently 

(I) wish /wiJV noun 1. something that you 
want very much O I have no wish to get in¬ 
volved. 2. what you want to happen □ to 
make a wish to think of something you 
would like to have or to see happen o Close 
your eyes and make a wish. O Make a wish 
when you blow out the candles on your birth¬ 
day cake. □ her wish came true what she 
wanted to happen did happen 3. a greeting O 
Best wishes for the New Year! O Please give 
my good wishes to your family. (NOTE: The 
plural is wishes.) ■ verb 1. to desire some¬ 
thing which is almost impossible to have O / 
wish I were blonde. O I wish we didn’t have 
to go to work on Christmas Day. OI wish my 
birthday wasn ’t in June when I’m taking ex¬ 
ams. 2. to want something to happen O She 
sometimes wished she could live in the coun¬ 
try. O I wish some of you would help me with 
housework. □ I wouldn’t wish it on anyone 
it is so awful, I wouldn’t want anyone, even 
someone I don’t like, to have it o This flu is 
awful, it’s not something I would wish on 
anyone. 3. to hope something good will hap¬ 
pen O She wished him good luck in his inter¬ 
view. O He wished me a Happy New Year. O 
Wish me luck - it’s my exam tomorrow. 4. to 
want O The headmaster wishes to see you in 
his study. 

wishful thinking /,wiJf(o)l 'Oirjkirj/ noun 
the practice of thinking that something will 
actually happen because you want it to. Syn¬ 
onym delusion. Antonym reality 
wish list /'wij list/ noun a list of all the 
things you would like to have or do 
wishy-washy /'wiji ,wDji/ adj without 
any bright colours, or firm ideas (informal) 
wisp /wisp/ noun a little piece. Synonym 
strand 

wispy /'wispi/ adj thin 
wistful /'wistf(o)l/ adj longing for some¬ 
thing, but sad because there is no hope of get¬ 
ting it. Synonym pensive. Antonym 
satisfied 

wit /wit/ noun 1 . an ability to say clever and 
funny things O His wit comes out all through 
his book. 2. □ at your wits’ end not knowing 
what to do next O They were at their wits ’ 
end when the builders reported even more 
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structural problems in the house. □ to keep 
your wits about you to keep calm in a diffi¬ 
cult situation and think hard what to do next 
O Don’t panic, keep your wits about you, and 
everything will be all right. 
witch /witj/ noun a woman believed to 
have magic powers. Compare wizard (NOTE: 
The plural is witches.) 
witchcraft /'witjkrcuft/ noun the art of 
magic 

witch hunt /'witj hAnt/ noun persecution 
of people who are supposed to be politically 
unreliable 

(D with /wid, wi0/ prep 1. showing that 
things or people are together O She came 
here with her mother. O My sister is staying 
with us for a few days. (NOTE: with is used 
with many adjectives and verbs: to agree 
with, to be pleased with.) 2. something 
which you have O The girl with blond hair. O 
They live in the house with the pink door. 3. 
showing something which is used O He was 
chopping up wood with an axe. O Since his 
accident he walks with a stick. O The crowd 
attacked the police with stones and bottles. 4. 
because of O Her little hands were blue with 
cold. O Half the people in the office are ill 
with flu. 5. and, together O He always has ice 
cream with apple pie. OI want a sheet of pa¬ 
per with an envelope. 6. showing an emotion 
O Her face was twisted with anger. 7. in the 
same direction as O They decided to sail 
south with the wind. 8. in spite of O With all 
her courage, she didn’t win. 

(D withdraw /wid'dro:/ verb 1. to move 
back O The crowd slowly withdrew as the 
soldiers advanced. O He talked to the guests 
for a few moments, then withdrew into his li¬ 
brary. 2. to take back O The old coins have 
been withdrawn from circulation. 3. to take 
money out of a bank account O You can with¬ 
draw up to £100 from any cash machine. 4. 
to take back something which has been said 
O She withdrew her offer to provide the food 
for the party. (NOTE: withdrew /wiB'dru:/ - 
withdrawn) 

(D withdrawal /wid'droiol/ noun 1. the act 
of removing money from a bank account O 
She made three withdrawals last week. 2. the 
act of going back, doing the opposite of what 
you had said you would do o His withdrawal 
from the election surprised his friends. 
withdrawal symptoms /wid'droiol 
.simptomz/ plural noun an unpleasant phys¬ 
ical condition which occurs when someone 
stops taking an addictive drug 
withdrawn /wid 1 drain/ adj shy, not liking 
to meet other people 

wither /'wido/ verb (of plants) to grow 
weaker and dry up, to shrivel 
withering /'widorir)/ adj disapproving, 
which makes someone feel embarrassed. 


Synonym contemptuous. Antonym 
complimentary 

withhold /wid'hould/ verb to refuse to let 
someone have something. Synonym hold 
back (NOTE: withholding - withheld /wi0- 
'held/j 

(D within /wi'din/ prep 1 . (in space or time) 
in O The house is within easy reach of the 
station. O We are within walking distance of 
the shop. O I must go back for a checkup 
within three months. O They promised to de¬ 
liver the sofa within a week. □ within sight 
able to be seen O We are almost there, the 
house is within sight. O The ship sank within 
sight of land. 2. □ within the law legal O Is 
parking on the pavement within the law? 

(D without /wi'daut/ prep 1. not with o 
They came on a walking holiday without any 
boots. O She managed to live for a few days 
without any food. O He was stuck in Ger¬ 
many without any money. O They were fined 
for travelling without tickets. 2. not doing 
something O She sang for an hour without 
stopping. O They lived in the hut in the forest 
without seeing anybody for weeks. 3. □ with¬ 
out doubt certainly O It is, without any 
doubt, his best film ever. 
withstand /wid'staend/ verb to resist 
something difficult or unpleasant. Synonym 
endure □ to withstand the test of time to 
survive O Shakespeare’s comedies have 
withstood the test of time remarkably well. 

® witness /'witnos/ noun 1. a person who 
sees something happen or who is present 
when something happens O The witness hap¬ 
pened to be outside the house when it was 
burgled. 2. a person who appears before a 
court or committee to give evidence o Her 
sister appeared as a witness in the libel case. 
3. a person who is present when someone 
signs a document O The contract has to be 
signed in front of two witnesses. O His sister 
signed as a witness. 4. □ to bear witness to 
to be evidence that something is true (formal) 
O His reaction bore witness to his interest in 
the matter. ■ verb 1. to be present when 
something happens, and see it happening O 
Did anyone witness the accident? 2. to sign a 
document to show that you guarantee that the 
other signatures on it are genuine O One of 
his colleagues witnessed his signature. 
d> witness box /'witnos boks/ noun a 
place in a courtroom where the witnesses 
give evidence (NOTE: The US term is wit¬ 
ness stand.) 

wits /wits/ plural noun intelligence 
witticism /'witisiz(o)m/ noun a clever and 
funny remark 

witty /'witi/ adj clever and funny. Synonym 
amusing (NOTE: wittier - wittiest) 

<D wives /waivz/ 0 wife 
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wizard /'wizsd/ noun 1 . a man who is be¬ 
lieved to have magic powers O The wizard 
made the frog change into a prince. (NOTE: 
The female equivalent is a witch.) 2. a 
clever person, expert O He’s a wizard at 
chess. 

wizardry /'wizodri/ noun being clever 
wizened /'wiz(o)nd/ adj dried and wrin¬ 
kled. Synonym wrinkled 
WMD abbr weapon of mass destruction 
(D wobble /'wDb(9)l/ verb to move un¬ 
steadily from side to side O The children 
made the jelly wobble in their bowls. O Don’t 
wobble the table when I’m pouring coffee. ■ 
noun an unsteady shaking movement o The 
front wheel has a wobble. 

@ wobbly /'wobli/ adj 1. unsteady shaking 
from side to side O His bike has a wobbly 
back wheel. O She sat on a wobbly armchair. 
2. (of a person) shaky, not very steady o 
She’s a lot better, but still a bit wobbly. 3. (of 
a voice) as if wanting to cry o Her voice 
sounded wobbly over the phone. 
woe /wou/ noun 1 . sadness or trouble o 
Money cannot cure all the woes of the world. 
O She stopped me and told me her tale of 
woe. 2. □ woe betide trouble will come to 
(formal, humorous) O Woe betide anyone 
who tries to contradict my mother! 
woeful /'wouf(9)l/ adj 1 . bad, annoying o 
His woeful lack of interest in environmental 
problems is infuriating. 2. full of sadness O 
They sang woeful songs about their lost land. 
woefully /'wouf(3)li/ adv in a way that is 
sad or annoying 

wok /wDk/ noun a Chinese round-bottomed 
frying pan used in stir-fry cooking 
<D woke /wsuk/, woken /waukn/ b wake 
wolf /wulf/ noun 1. a wild animal like a 
large dog, usually living in groups in the for¬ 
est O At night the wolves came and howled 
outside the hut. □ a pack of wolves a group 
of wolves living together 2. □ to cry wolf to 
call for help when you do not need it, so that 
when you really need help no one believes 
you □ to keep the wolf from the door to 
have enough food to live on O With prices 
rising all the time they have difficulty in 
keeping the wolf from the door. □ wolf in 
sheep’s clothing a person who seems inof¬ 
fensive but really is wicked ■ verb to eat fast 
without chewing your food properly O He 
wolfed his food down and ran out to catch the 
bus. Synonym gobble. Antonym nibble 
wolf whistle /'wulf ,wis(3)l/ noun a whis¬ 
tle made by a man when he sees an attractive 
woman 

® woman /'wuman/ noun 1. an adult fe¬ 
male person O The manageress is an ex¬ 
tremely witty woman. O There were two 
middle-aged women in the seats next to ours. 


O There are very few women in government. 
O There are more and more women bus driv¬ 
ers. 2. a wife, female companion O He still 
has no woman in his life. (NOTE: The plural 
is women /'wimin/.) 

womanhood /'wumanhud/ noun the state 
of being a woman 

womaniser /'wumanaiza/ noun a man 
who tries to seduce women often 
(disapproving) 

womankind /'wumsnkaind/ noun all 
women taken as a group. Antonym mankind 
womanly /'wumanli/ adj feminine, like a 
woman. Synonym female. Antonym manly 
womb /wu:m/ noun the hollow organ in a 
woman’s body where a fertilised egg is 
lodged and an unborn baby is carried. Also 
called uterus 

wombat /'wDmbaet/ noun a small furry 
Australian animal 

womenfolk /'wiminfauk/ plural noun all 
the women in a family, etc. (dated) 

(D won /waii/i) win 

(D wonder /'wAnda/ verb 1. to want to 
know something O I wonder why the room 
has gone quiet. O If you don’t ring home, 
your parents will start wondering what has 
happened. 2. to think about something O / 
wonder how I can earn more money. O He’s 
wondering what to do next. □ to wonder at 
something to be surprised at something O 
The tourists stood in groups, wondering at 
the size of the Pyramids. 3. asking a question 
politely O We were wondering if you would 
like to come for dinner on Saturday. ■ noun 
1 . an amazing thing O One of the wonders of 
the electronic world. □ to do wonders for to 
help make something better O An evening out 
would do wonders to cheer him up. O The 
cream did wonders for her skin problem. □ 
it’s a wonder that it is very surprising o It’s 
a wonder that they managed to escape. □ no 
wonder, little wonder it isn’t surprising o 
It’s no wonder you had difficulty in getting 
tickets for the show with so many tourists in 
London. 2. a feeling of surprise and admira¬ 
tion O The little girl stared at the elephant in 
wonder. O to wonder about 1. to think 
about O We’ve been wondering about moving 
house. 2. to worry about O I’m wondering 
about the children, they don’t look well. 

(T) wonderful /'wAnd3f(9)l/ adj very good, 
splendid O They had a wonderful holiday by 
a lake in Sweden. O The weather was won¬ 
derful for the whole holiday. O You passed 
your driving test first time? - Wonderful! 
wonderfully /'wAnd3f(9)li/ adv in a won¬ 
derful way 

wonderland /'wAndakend/ noun a mar¬ 
vellous imaginary place. Synonym utopia 
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wondrous /'wAndros/ adj wonderful 
(literary) 

wonky /'wonki/ adj, adv 1. unreliable to 
use 2. not straight 

WOO /wu:/ verb 1. to try to get someone to 
support you or to vote for you O The govern¬ 
ment is wooing the younger voter. O The su¬ 
permarket is trying to woo customers with 
special offers. 2. to try to attract a girl to 
marry you (old) O Henry VIII wooed Anne 
Boleyn during the summer of 1533. O Three 
suitors came to woo the princess, each bring¬ 
ing costly gifts. 

® wood /wud/ noun 1. a hard material 
which comes from a tree O The kitchen table 
is made of wood. O She picked up a piece of 
wood and put it on the fire. O A wood floor 
would be just right for this room. (NOTE: no 
plural: some wood, a piece of wood) 2. 
many trees growing together O The path goes 
straight through the wood. O Their house is 
on the edge of a wood. (NOTE: The plural is 
woods.) □ not to see the wood for the trees 
not to see what is important because you are 
concentrating only on details (informal) 3. □ 
we’re not out of the wood(s) yet we still 
have problems O There’s still so much to do 
to the house, we ’re not out of the woods yet. 
4. a large wooden ball, used in bowls (NOTE: 
The plural is woods.) 5. a large-headed 
wooden club, used in golf to drive off from 
the tee and hit the ball as far as possible O 
He’s trying a new wood. (NOTE: Do not con¬ 
fuse with would.) 

wooded /'wudid/ adj covered in trees 
® wooden /'wud(o)n/ adj 1. made out of 
wood O In the market we bought little 
wooden dolls for the children. 2. (of an ac¬ 
tor) showing no emotion when acting O He 
was very wooden on stage, not at all natural. 
woodland /'wudbnd/, woodlands 
/'wudbndz/ noun an area of land covered in 
trees 

woodpecker /'wudpeko/ noun a bird with 
a long sharp beak which makes holes in trees 
to find insects under the bark 
woods /wudz/ plural noun an area of land 
covered in trees 

woodwind /'wudwind/ noun smaller in¬ 
struments in an orchestra such as the flute, 
clarinet, oboe and bassoon, which are played 
by blowing 

woodwork /'wudw3:k/ noun 1. the art of 
working with wood O Woodwork classes 
were the ones I liked best at school. 2. the 
parts of a building which are made of wood O 
All the woodwork will be painted white. 
(NOTE: no plural) 

woodworm /'wudw3:m/ noun a little in¬ 
sect that eats wood 

woody /'wudi/ adj made of wood (NOTE: 

woodier - woodiest) 


woof /wuf/ noun 2. the sound made by a 
dog when it barks O A dog goes ‘woof, woof’, 
a cat goes ‘miaow. ’ O Your father must be 
back, I’ve just heard a wooffrom the garden. 
■ verb (of a dog) to bark o This great black 
dog rushed out and woofed at me. 

® wool IwuV noun 1. long threads of 
twisted animal hair, used to make clothes or 
carpets etc. O The carpet is made of wool. O / 
need an extra ball of wool to finish this pull¬ 
over. 2. the hair growing on a sheep O The 
sheep are sheared and the wool sent to mar¬ 
ket in early summer. □ to pull the wool over 
someone’s eyes to deceive someone by not 
telling them the true facts O The estate agent 
tried to pull the wool over our eyes about the 
house, but luckily the surveyor pointed out 
some structural defects. 3. material which 
looks like sheep’s wool 
woollen /'wubn/ adj made of wool (NOTE: 
The US spelling is woolen.) 
woollens /'wubnz/ plural noun clothes 
made of knitted wool. Synonym clothing 
(NOTE: The US spelling is woolens.) 
woolly /'wuli/ adj 1. made out of wool o 
She wore a woolly hat. 2. looking like wool 
O Little woolly clouds floated past in the sky. 
3. not clear O His explanation was really 
very woolly. (NOTE: woollier - woolliest) ■ 
noun a knitted piece of clothing made of 
wool (informal) o Don’t forget to take a 
woolly - it’s quite cold today. O October - 
it’s time to get your winter woollies out. 
(NOTE: The plural is woollies.) 
woozy /'wuizi/ adj feeling confused and 
dizzy 

® word /w3id/ noun 1. a separate piece of 
language, either written or spoken O This 
sentence has five words. O He always spells 
some words wrongly, such as ‘though’. □ 
word for word exactly as it is said or written 
O Tell me what he said word for word. O A 
word-for-word translation often doesn’t 
make any sense. 2. something spoken O She 
passed me in the street but didn ’t say a word. 
O I’d like to say a few words about Mr Smith 
who is retiring today. □ to have a word with 
to speak to O I must have a word with the 
manager about the service. O The salesgirl 
had made so many mistakes, I had to have a 
word with her. □ without a word without 
saying anything O She went out of the room 
without a word. □ by word of mouth spo¬ 
ken, not written 3. something written O We 
received a word from my sister - she’s now 
in Canada. O We’ve not heard a word from 
the lawyers. 4. a promise which you have 
made □ to give your word to promise o He 
gave his word that the matter would remain 
confidential. □ to keep your word to do 
what you promised to do O He kept his word, 
and the cheque arrived the next day. □ to 
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take someone’s word for it to accept what 
someone says as being true O OK, I’ll take 
your word for it. 5. □ to breathe a word to 
mention something O We want to keep our 
plans secret for the moment, so don ’t breathe 
a word to anyone. □ to have words with 
someone to argue with someone O They were 
good friends until one day they had words 
about the fence. □ in a word briefly □ in 
other words that is to say o It’s seven 
o ’clock - in other words, time for dinner. O 
I’m going on holiday next month, in other 
words I’ll be away from the office for about 
four weeks. □ not in so many words not 
speaking in exactly that way □ you took 
the words out of my mouth you’ve said ex¬ 
actly what I was going to say □ not to mince 
your words to say exactly what you think O I 
didn’t mince my words - I told them exactly 
what I thought of their wretched plan. □ for 
words to be mentioned O It’s too stupid for 
words. ■ verb to put in words, either written 
or spoken O He wrote a very strongly worded 
letter. Synonym express 
wording /’w3:dir)/ noun words and phrases 
used in a piece of writing 
wordplay /'w3:d,plei/ noun the clever use 
of words 

word processing /w3id 'prousesirj/ 
noun using a computer to produce, check and 
change texts, reports and letters etc. Also 
called text processing 
word processor /w3id 'prouseso/ noun 
1. a small computer which is used to produce 
texts, reports and letters etc. O She offered to 
write the letter for me on her word processor. 
O You can use my word processor to type 
your letter if you like. 2. a word-processing 
program which allows you to create texts, 
edit them and print them 
words of wisdom /,w3:dz ov 'wizdom/ 
plural noun good advice 
wordy /'w3idi/ adj using too many words. 
Synonym verbose. Antonym concise 
(NOTE: wordier - wordiest) 

<D wore /wo:/ 1 > wear 

® work /w3ik/ noun 1. something done us¬ 
ing your strength or your brain O There’s a 
great deal of work still to be done. O There’s 
too much work for one person. O She tries to 
avoid doing too much work in the house. O If 
you’ve finished that piece of work, there’s 
plenty more to be done. O Cooking for two 
hundred people every day is hard work. □ to 
have your work cut out to do something to 
find it difficult to do something O They’ll 
have their work cut out to get the job finished 
on time. 2. a job done regularly to earn 
money O He goes to work every day on his 
bicycle. O Work starts at 9 a.m. and finishes 
at 5 p.m. O Her work involves a lot of travel¬ 
ling. O He is still looking for work. □ at work 


working O The builders are still hard at 
work. O She’s at work today, but will have 
the day off tomorrow. □ out of work without 
a job O Hundreds ofpeople were out of work 
when the factory closed. O She has been out 
of work for six months. 3. something which 
has been made, painted or written by some¬ 
one O the complete works of Shakespeare O 
An exhibition of the work of local artists. ■ 
verb 1. to use your strength or brain to do 
something O I can’t work in the garden if it’s 
raining. O He’s working well at school, 
we ’re very pleased with his progress. O Work 
hard and you ’ll soon get a better job. □ to set 
to work to start working O If we all set to 
work early, we should finish the job this eve¬ 
ning. 2. to have a job O She works in an of¬ 
fice in London. O He used to work in his 
father’s shop. O She had to stop working 
when her mother was ill. 3. (of a machine) to 
run O The computers aren’t working. O The 
machine works by electricity. 4. to make a 
machine run O She works the biggest printing 
machine in the factory. O Do you know how 
to work the microwave? 5. to be successful o 
His plan worked well. O Will the plan work? 
O If the cough medicine doesn ’t work, you ’ll 
have to see a doctor. 6. to move a little □ to 
work loose to become loose by constant 
movement O The nut holding the wheel must 
have worked loose. 

workable /'w3:kob(o)l/ adj which can 
work 

work against /,w3ik o'genst/ verb to 
have the opposite effect. Synonym 

counteract 

workaholic /,w3:k9'hDlik/ noun a person 
who cannot stop working ( informal) 

<D work at /'w3ik aet/ verb □ to work at 
something to work hard O If you want to be¬ 
come a concert pianist you will have to work 
at it. 

work bench /'W3ik bentJV noun a table in 
a workshop at which someone works 
workbook /'W3ikbuk/ noun a book in 
which a student can write answers to exer¬ 
cises printed in the book. Synonym exercise 
book 

worked up /,w3ikt 'Ap/ adj ( informal ) □ 
all worked up about something excited or 
annoyed about something O The people in 
the village got all worked up about the plan 
for the new airport. 

(D worker /'w3:ko/ noun 1. a person who 
works O She’s a good worker. O He’s a fast 
worker. 2. a person who works in a particular 
job O The factory closed when the workers 
went on strike. O Office workers usually work 
from 9.30 to 5.30. 3. a female bee which goes 
to find pollen to provide the queen with 
honey O Workers go out of the hive to search 
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for pollen. (NOTE: In a bee colony, the 

males are called drones.) 

work ethic /'w3ik ,e0ik/ noun a belief that 

working hard is the best way to live your life 

workforce /'w3ikfo:s/ noun all the people 

who work in an office or factory (NOTE: no 

plural) 

® working /'w3:kir)/ adj referring to a job 
or to work O The working population of a 
country. O The unions have complained 
about working conditions in the factory. O 
He came to the party in his working clothes. 
■ noun a way or ways in which something 
works O The workings of a car engine are a 
complete mystery to him. O I wish I could un¬ 
derstand the workings of local government! 
working breakfast /,w3:kir) 'brekfost/ 
noun a business meeting during breakfast 
working class /,w3ikir) 'klais/ noun a 
group in society consisting of people who 
work with their hands, usually earning wages 
not salaries. Antonym aristocracy 
working day /'w3:kig dei/ noun 1. a day 
on which someone works 2. the number of 
hours someone spends at work 
working life /,w3ikig 'laif/ noun the years 
a person has worked 

working party /'w3ikir) ,pa:ti/ noun a 
group of experts who study a problem and re¬ 
port on how to deal with it. Synonym task 
force 

<D workings /'w3ikipz/ plural noun a place 
where a mineral has been dug O That hole is 
the entrance to some old iron workings. 
working week /,w3ikig 'wi:k/ noun the 
part of the week when people usually go to 
their jobs 

<D workload /'wsik.loud/ noun an amount 
of work which a person has to do 
(D workman /'wsikmon/ noun a man who 
works with his hands (NOTE: The plural is 

workmen.) 

workmanlike /'w3:kmonlaik/ adj thor¬ 
ough and satisfactory but not imaginative 
workmanship /'wsikmonj’ip/ noun the 
skill of a good workman 
<D work on /'W3ik on/ verb to work hard to 
make something better 
<D work out /,w3ik 'aut/ verb 1. to calcu¬ 
late O I’m trying to work out if we’ve sold 
more this year than last. O The waiter could- 
n’t work out the total bill. □ to work out at 
to amount to an amount O The total works 
out at £10.50 per person. 2. to succeed O Ev¬ 
erything worked out quite well in the end. □ 
to work something out to find a successful 
way of solving a problem 3. to do exercises o 
He works out every morning in the gym. 4. 
(of a mine) to exhaust a seam of coal etc., 
and not be able to continue working there O 


world-class 

The gold seam was worked out some years 
ago. 

workout /'w3ikaut/ noun exercise or 
sports practice 

workplace /'w3ikpleis/ noun a place 
where work is done 

(D works /w3iks/ plural noun 1. a factory o 
The steel works will be closed next week for 
the Christmas holidays. 2. parts of a machine 
O I looked inside the clock and there seems to 
be dust in the works. ■ noun □ the works ev¬ 
erything ( informal) O They built a conserva¬ 
tory with a fountain, automatic lighting, a 
barbecue -the works! 

worksheet /'w3:k,Ji:t/ noun a sheet of 
questions for students to answer 
<D workshop /'w3ikfDp/ noun a very small 
factory where things are made or repaired 
(D workstation /'wsik.steiJXojn/ noun a 
desk with terminal, monitor or keyboard etc., 
where a computer operator works. Synonym 
workplace 

<D work up /,w3ik Ap/ verb 1 . to develop o 
I find it difficult to work up any enthusiasm 
for my job. 2. to do some hard work to make 
something happen O I’m doing some digging 
to work up an appetite. 3. □ to work your¬ 
self up into a state to make yourself annoyed 
and worried by something O He’s worked 
himself up into such a state about his exams. 
i> worked up 

(D world /w3ild/ noun 1 . the earth on which 
we live O Here is a map of the world. O She 
flew round the world twice last year. O He 
has to travel all over the world on business. 
O A round-the-world ticket allows several 
stopovers. 2. □ to come into the world to be 
bom □ to bring a child into the world to 
give birth to a baby □ who in the world is 
John Sparrow? do you have any idea who 
John Sparrow is? □ to be all alone in the 
world to have no family O He isn ’t married, 
an only child, both his parents are dead, so 
he’s all alone in the world. □ to be on top of 
the world to feel very happy ( informal ) o 
She’s got a new boyfriend and is on top of the 
world. □ out of this world magnificent O 
The cooking in the restaurant was out of this 
world. □ to think the world of someone to 
respect or love someone O They think the 
world of their daughter. □ to do someone a 
world of good to make someone feel much 
better O His holiday has done him a world of 
good. 3. people with a particular interest or 
who work in a particular business O He’s 
very interested in the world of music. O She 
wants to get into the world of big business. 4. 
a particular group of animals etc. O the insect 
world O the world of mammals 
world-class /,w3ild 'klais/ adj so good as 
to be among the best in the world. Synonym 
first-rate 
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world-famous /,w3:ld 'feimos/ adj 
known everywhere. Antonym unknown 
World Health Organization /,w3ild 
'helO o:g3nai,zeiJ(o)n/ noun an organisa¬ 
tion, a part of the United Nations, which aims 
to improve health in the world by teaching 
and publishing information about diseases O 
Her father used to work in the World Health 
Organization. O At the present time, the 
WHO’s top priority is the eradication of 
tuberculosis. 

worldliness /'w3ildlinos/ noun the quality 
of being worldly, not idealistic 
worldly /'W3:ldli/ adj 1. referring to the 
material world O All her worldly possessions 
fitted into two small suitcases. 2. not idealis¬ 
tic, with a lot of experience o She’s worldly 
enough to know exactly what she’s doing. 
world music /w3ild 'mjuizik/ noun mu¬ 
sic from cultures outside the western world 
worldwide /w3:ld'waid/; /'w3ildwaid/ 
adj, adv over the whole world o a worldwide 
energy crisis O The company has a world¬ 
wide network of distributors. O The TV news 
programme is available worldwide. 

World Wide Web /,w3ild ,waid 'web/ 
noun websites and webpages within the 
Internet, which users can visit (NOTE: usually 
shortened to the Web) 
worm /w3im/ noun 1. a small thin animal 
which has no limbs and lives in the soil O 
Birds were pecking at the soil for worms. □ 
the early bird catches the worm if you are 
the first to do something you will beat your 
rivals 2. a similar tiny animal living inside an 
animal’s body, usually in the intestines O We 
had to give the dog a tablet to get rid of its 
worms. ■ verb 1. to get worms out of an ani¬ 
mal O The cat needs to be wormed. 2. to get 
through by twisting and turning O They man¬ 
aged to worm their way into the exhibition. 3. 
□ to worm something out of someone to get 
information out of someone by continually 
asking questions O They managed to worm 
the combination of the safe out of her. 

© worn /worn/ 1 > wear 
© worn out /,wo:n 'aut/ adj 1. very tired o 
He was worn out after the game of rugby. O 
She comes home every evening, worn out af¬ 
ter a busy day at the office. 2. old and which 
has been used a lot O The tyres on the back 
wheels are worn out. O She was wearing a 
pair of worn out trainers. 0 wear out 
© worried /'wArid/ adj anxious o He had a 
worried look on his face. O She’s looking 
worried. O I’m worried that we may run out 
of petrol. Synonym concerned. Antonym 
unconcerned □ worried to death ex¬ 
tremely worried O They were worried to 
death about her. 

© worry /'wAri/ noun 1. something which 
makes you anxious O Go on holiday and try 


to forget your worries. 2. the state of being 
anxious O She is a great source of worry for 
her family. ■ verb 1. to be anxious because 
of something O He’s worrying about his 
driving test. O I worry when the children stay 
out late. O Don’t worry, I’ll be back on time. 
O She’s always pale and that worries me. 2. 
(of animals) to shake and tear with the teeth 

□ to worry sheep to chase and attack sheep 

© worrying /'wAriir)/ adj which makes you 
worried. Antonym reassuring 
® worse /w3is/ adj 1. less good than some¬ 
thing else O Both children are ill, and to 
make O It rained for the first week of our hol¬ 
idays, and the second week was even worse. 
O I think this film is worse than the one I saw 
last week. O Both children are naughty - but 
the little girl is worse than her brother. 2. 
more ill O He’s much worse since he started 
taking his medicine. ■ adv not as well O He 
drives badly enough but his sister drives even 
worse. □ he’s coughing worse than ever he 
is coughing more than before ■ noun some¬ 
thing which is worse O They thought their 
problems were over, but worse was to follow. 

□ to take a turn for the worse to suddenly 
become more ill O Everyone thought she was 
getting better and then she took a turn for the 
worse. □ none the worse for not harmed by 
or ill because of something o She was none 
the worse for her ordeal. 

worsen /'w3is(3)n/ verb to become worse, 
to make worse 

© worse off /,w3is 'of/ adj with less 
money than before 

worship /'w3:Jip/ noun 1. praise and re¬ 
spect to God O Prayer is the most important 
part of worship. □ an act of worship a reli¬ 
gious ceremony 2. praise and love for some¬ 
one or something O Her worship of her boss 
isn’t healthy. ■ verb 1. to praise and respect 
God O The ancient peoples worshipped stone 
statues of their gods. 2. to take part in a 
church service O They worship regularly in 
the parish church. 3. to praise and love 
someone o She absolutely worships her boy¬ 
friend. (NOTE: worshipping - worshipped) 
worshipper /'w3:Jipo/ noun a person who 
worships 

(D worst /w3ist/ adj worse than anything 
else O This summer is the worst for fifty 
years. O I think this is the worst film he’s 
ever made. Antonym best ■ adv less well 
than anything or anyone else or than at any 
other time O It’s difficult to say which team 
played worst. O She works worst when she’s 
tired. ■ noun a very bad thing O The worst of 
the bad weather is past now. □ to prepare 
for the worst to get ready to have bad news 
O Your father was very badly injured - you 
must prepare for the worst. 
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<D worth /w3i0/ adj □ to be worth to have a 
certain value or price O This ring’s worth a 
lot of money. O Gold is worth more than sil¬ 
ver. O The house is worth more than 
£250,000. O The car is worth £6,000 on the 
secondhand market. ■ noun a value O Its 
worth will increase each year. O She lost 
jewellery of great worth in the fire. O Can 
you give me twenty pounds ’ worth of petrol? 
worthless /'w3i01os/ adj having no worth, 
no use 

© worthwhile /w3i0'wail/ adj which is 
worth the effort spent on it. Antonym 

worthless 

worthy /'w3idi/ adj deserving (NOTE: wor¬ 
thier - worthiest) 

G) would /wud/ modal verb 1. used as a po¬ 
lite way of asking someone to do something 
O Would you please stop talking? O Would 
someone please tell me where the library is? 
O Would you like some more tea? 2. used as 
the past of ‘will’ O He said he would be here 
for lunch. O She hoped she would be well 
enough to come. O He wouldn ’t go even if I 
paid him. 3. used as the past of ‘will’, show¬ 
ing something which often happens O He 
would bring his dog with him, even though 
we asked him not to. O Naturally the car 
wouldn’t start when we were in a hurry. O 
My husband forgot my birthday again this 
year - he would! 4. used for showing some¬ 
thing which often happened in the past O Ev¬ 
ery morning she would go and feed the 
chickens. O He would always be there wait¬ 
ing outside the station. O They would often 
bring us flowers. 5. used following a condi¬ 
tion O I’m sure that if they could come, they 
would. O I would’ve done it if you had asked 
me to. O If she were alive, she would or she’d 
be a hundred years old today. O If it snowed 
we would or we’d go skiing. (NOTE: the neg¬ 
ative would not is usually written wouldn’t. 
Note also that would is often shortened to 
’d: she’d be a hundred, he’d stay at home. 
Note also that would is only used with other 
verbs and is not followed by to) 
would-be /'wudbii/ adj who hopes to be¬ 
come. Synonym hopeful 
wouldn’t /'wud(9)nt/ short form would not 
would rather /wud 'raids/ verb to prefer 
© wound /waund/ 1 > wind ■ noun /wuind/ 
1. a cut made on someone’s body, usually in 
fighting 2. a hurt to someone’s feelings O 
The wounds caused by the divorce will take 
years to heal. ■ verb /wuind/ 1. to hurt 
someone badly by cutting into their flesh O 
Two of the gang were wounded in the bank 
robbery. O As a young soldier he was badly 
wounded in the battle of the Somme. 2. to 
hurt someone’s feelings O She was deeply 
wounded by what he said. 


wound up /.waund 'ap/ adj tense and anx¬ 
ious (informal). Synonym stressed. Ant¬ 
onym relaxed 

wove, woven /wsuv, 'wsuv(s)n/ 1 > weave 
WOW /wau/ interj showing surprise and plea¬ 
sure O Wow! have you seen his new girl¬ 
friend! O Wow! have you seen his new car! ■ 
noun 1. someone or something that is im¬ 
pressive or successful 2. a variation of sound 
frequency when playing back tapes O Wow is 
usually caused by uneven tape movement. ■ 
verb (of a singer etc.) to excite an audience 
(informal) o The new singing group wowed 
their fans. 

WPC abbr woman police constable (NOTE: 
also used as a title before a name: WPC 
Smith) 

wrangle /'rag gal/ noun an argument or 
dispute O A bitter wrangle developed be¬ 
tween the partners. Synonym dispute ■ 
verb to argue O They’re always wrangling 
over money. O They wrangled for months be¬ 
fore the treaty was finally signed. Synonym 
argue 

©wrap /raep/ noun 1 . a type of shawl that is 
put round the shoulders or the top part of the 
body O She pulled her wrap closer around 
her. 2. a piece of material used to cover 
something O Remove the wrap before putting 
the dish in the microwave. 3. fast food, made 
of a tortilla wrapped round a filling 4. □ to 
keep something under wraps to keep some¬ 
thing secret (informal) o The whole project is 
still under wraps. 

wraparound /'raparaund/ adj which goes 
right round something 

wrapped up /.wrapt 'Ap/ adj so busy do¬ 
ing something, that you do not notice any¬ 
thing else. Synonym engrossed 
wrapper /'rapa/ noun a piece of paper 
used to wrap round something. Synonym 
covering 

© wrapping /'rapig/ noun paper, card¬ 
board or plastic etc., used to wrap something 
up 

wrapping paper /'rapig .peips/ noun 
brightly coloured paper used to wrap presents 
wrap round /,raep 'raund/, wrap around 

/.rap 9'raund/ verb to put right round some¬ 
thing (NOTE: wrapping - wrapped /rapt/) 
wrap up /rap 'Ap/ verb to finish off O That 
just about wraps up the points we have to 
make. 

wrath /ro0/ noun great anger 
wreak /riik/ verb to do something violent. 
Synonym cause (NOTE: wreaking - 
wreaked or wrought /roit/) 
wreath /rii0/ noun 1 . a circle of flowers or 
leaves especially given at a funeral in mem¬ 
ory of the dead person O The wreaths came 
from all his friends. O The Queen laid a 
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wreath at the tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
2. a circle of holly, hung on a door as a 
Christmas decoration O A lot of people hang 
holly wreaths on their front doors at Christ¬ 
mas. 3. a circle of leaves put round some¬ 
one’s head O The emperor rode past in 
triumph, with a wreath of laurel round his 
head. 4. winding clouds of smoke or mist O 
Wreaths of smoke rose from the smouldering 
village. (NOTE: The plural is wreaths 
/wriidz/.) 

wreathe /ri:d/ verb to surround with □ 
wreathed in smiles smiling broadly o The 

faces of the children were wreathed in 
smiles. 

wreck /rek/ noun 1 . a ship which has been 
sunk or badly damaged O Divers have dis¬ 
covered the wreck on the seabed. O The 
wreck of the ‘Mary Rose ’ was found in the 
sea near Southampton. 2. anything which has 
been damaged and cannot be used O The po¬ 
lice towed away the wreck of the car. O Their 
new car is now a total wreck. 3. a nervous, 
tired and worried person O After the inter¬ 
view with the boss he was a nervous wreck. O 
Two hours manning the complaints desk and 
you ’re a gibbering wreck. ■ verb 1 . to dam¬ 
age something very badly O The ship was 
wrecked on the rocks in the storm. O The 
bank was wrecked by the explosion. 2. to ruin 
something O The children catching 
chickenpox has wrecked our plans to go to 
Greece. 

® wreckage /'rekid 3 / noun what is left of 
a building, ship or plane etc. after it has been 
wrecked. Synonym ruins (NOTE: no plural) 
wrecker /'reko/ noun a person who wrecks 
something 

wren /ren/ noun a very small brown bird 
wrench /rent// noun 1. a large spanner 
which can be adjusted to undo various sizes 
of nut. b monkey wrench 2. a feeling of 
sadness at leaving O It will be a wrench to 
leave the old office. ■ verb to twist and pull 
something violently O She wrenched the box 
from his hands and ran off. 
wrest /rest/ verb to twist, to wrench away 
wrestle /'res(o)l/ verb 1 . to fight with 
someone to try to throw him to the ground O 
The President’s guards wrestled with the 
demonstrators. 2. to fight or struggle with a 
problem O He’s wrestling with his tax forms. 
wrestler /'reslo/ noun a person who wres¬ 
tles as a sport 

wrestling /’res(3)lir)/ noun the sport of 
fighting, but without punching 
wretched /'retjid/ adj 1 . miserable and ill 
O I won’t go to the office today, I feel 
wretched. 2. terrible or annoying O It’s this 
wretched contract - we still can’t get the 
terms agreed. O Those wretched squirrels 
have eaten all our tulip bulbs. 


wretchedly /'retjidli/ adv miserably 
wriggle /'rig(o)l/ verb 1. to twist from side 
to side O The baby wriggled in her father’s 
arms. O The worm wriggled back into the 
soil. 2. □ to wriggle free to twist from side to 
side and get free O The burglars had tied his 
hands and legs, but he managed to wriggle 
free. □ to wriggle out of something to get 
out of a difficult situation by making clever 
excuses O Somehow he managed to wriggle 
out of having to do the washing up. 
wring /rir)/ verb 1. to twist something, espe¬ 
cially to get water out of it O Wring the face 
cloth (dry) after you have used it. O He 
wrung out his shirt before putting it to dry. 2. 

□ to wring information from someone to 
manage to get information with difficulty O 
The police managed to wring a confession 
out of him. 

wrinkle /'rigkol/ noun 1. a fold in the skin 
O She had a facelift to remove wrinkles 
round her eyes. 2. a line or crease in cloth 
etc. O She tried to iron out the wrinkles in his 
trousers. ■ verb 1. to make lines or creases 
in the skin O Her face has started to wrinkle. 
O She wrinkled her nose at the smell. 2. to 
make lines or creases in something O Sitting 
in the hot bus all day has wrinkled her shirt. 
wrinkled /'rigkold/ adj full of lines or 
creases 

wrinkly /'rigkli/ adj covered with wrinkles 
O His wrinkly face broke into a smile. 

(D wrist /nst/ noun the joint between the 
arm and the hand 

wristwatch /'ristwotJV noun a small clock 
worn on a strap around the wrist (NOTE: The 
plural is wristwatches.) 
writ /rit/ noun a legal document which starts 
an action in the High Court □ to serve some¬ 
one with a writ to give someone a writ offi¬ 
cially O They served a writ on the owner of 
the shop. 

(J) write /rait/ verb 1. to put words or num¬ 
bers on paper etc., with a pen or word proces¬ 
sor etc. O She wrote the address on the back 
of an envelope. O Someone wrote ‘down with 
the management ’ on the wall of the staff can¬ 
teen. O Write the reference number at the top 
of the letter. 2. to write a letter and send it to 
someone O Have you written to your MP yet? 
O She writes to me twice a week. O Don’t for¬ 
get to write as soon as you get to your hotel. 
O He wrote a letter to the management to 
complain about the service. O Don’t forget to 
write a postcard when you get to New York. 

□ it’s nothing to write home about it’s not 
very special ( informal ) o The food in the ho¬ 
tel is nothing to write home about. 3. to be 
the author of a book or music etc. O He wrote 
a book on keeping tropical fish. O Didn ’t you 
know she used to write for the ‘Sunday 
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Times’? (NOTE: writing - wrote /rout/ - 
has written /'riton/) 

<S> write back /,rait 'bask/ verb to answer 
by letter 

d> write down /,rait 'daun/ verb to write 
something 

<S> write in /,rait 'in/ verb to write a letter to 
an organisation 

<S> write off /,rait 'of/ verb 1. to cancel a 
debt O The bank couldn *t trace him so they 
had to write the debt off. 2. to remove an as¬ 
set from a company’s accounts because it no 
longer has any value □ the car was written 
off the insurance company considered it a to¬ 
tal loss 

write-off /'rait Df/ noun a total loss, remov¬ 
ing an asset from a company’s accounts 
<S> write out /,rait 'aut/ verb to write some¬ 
thing in full □ to write out a cheque to write 
the words and figures on a cheque and then 
sign it 

write-protected /rait pro'tektid/ adj {of 
a computer disk) which cannot be altered or 
erased 

<D writer /'raito/ noun a person who writes 
O Who is the writer of this letter? O She’s the 
writer of books on gardening. Synonym 

author 

(D write up /,rait 'Ap/ verb to write a text 
fully from notes which you have taken O / 
took masses of notes, and now I have to write 
them up for the local newspaper. 
write-up /'rait Ap/ noun an article about 
someone or something in a newspaper 
writhe /raid/ verb to twist and turn when 
pain is very severe. Synonym squirm 
(D writing /'raitig/ noun 1. something 
which is written O Please don’t phone, reply 
in writing. O Put everything in writing, then 
you have a record of what has been done. 2. 
□ the writing is on the wall there are signs 
that a disaster is about to happen ( informal) o 
The writing is on the wall for old-fashioned 
grocer’s shops. 3. writing done by hand O 
His writing’s so bad I can’t read it. Synonym 
handwriting 4. the occupation of being a 
writer O He earns his living from writing. 
writings /'raitigz/ plural noun serious 
things written 

(D written /'rit(o)n/ adj which has been put 
in writing 


(D wrong /mg/ adj 1. not correct o I must 
have pressed the wrong button. O He gave 
three wrong answers and failed the test. O 
That’s not the right time, is it? - No, the 
clock is wrong. O You’ve come to the wrong 
house - there’s no one called Jones living 
here. O There is something wrong with the 
television. 2. □ to start on the wrong foot to 
start to do things the wrong way □ to get out 
of bed on the wrong side to start the day 
badly □ to get the wrong end of the stick to 
misunderstand what someone is saying 3. not 
suitable O You came just at the wrong time, 
when we were bathing the children. O She 
was wearing the wrong sort of dress for a 
wedding. 4. bad O It’s wrong to talk like that 
about her. O Cheating in exams is wrong. 5. 
making someone worried □ what’s wrong? 
what is the matter? O What’s wrong with my 
handwriting? - There’s nothing wrong with 
it, it’s just that I find it difficult to read. □ I 
hope nothing’s wrong, there’s nothing 
wrong, is there? I hope there is no problem 
■ adv badly O Everything went wrong yes¬ 
terday. O She spelt my name wrong. □ don’t 
get me wrong don’t put the wrong meaning 
on what I’m trying to say O Don’t get me 
wrong, I love him dearly but at times he can 
be infuriating. ■ noun 1 . a thing which is not 
right O The group is campaigning against 
wrongs done to children in care. 2. □ to be in 
the wrong to have made a mistake O I apolo¬ 
gise -1 was clearly in the wrong. 
wrongdoer /'mgduio/ noun a person who 
has committed a crime. Synonym criminal 
wrongdoing /'mgdung/ noun a crime or 
unlawful act 

wrongful /'mgf(o)l/ adj unjust. Synonym 
illegal. Antonym rightful 
wrongfully /'mgf(o)li/ adv unfairly and 
illegally 

wrongly /'mgli/ adv not correctly 
wrong number /mg 'nAmbo/ noun a tele¬ 
phone number which is not the one you 
wanted to dial 
(D wrote /rout/ 0 write 
wrought iron /.roit 'aion/ noun iron 
which is bent to make gates and fences etc. 
Compare cast iron 

wry /rai/ adj showing amusement by twist¬ 
ing your mouth (NOTE: Do not confuse with 

rye.) 

wt abbr weight 

WWW abbr World Wide Web 


X 


X /eks/, X noun 1 . the twenty-fourth letter of 
the alphabet, between W and Y 2. used to in¬ 
dicate an unknown person O Let’s take the 
example of Mrs X, who is a widowed lady 40 
years old. 3. a mark like a cross, especially 
on a map O To find the treasure, you have to 
find the spot marked ‘X’ on the map. 4. an 
unknown mathematical value ■ symbol 1 . a 
multiplication sign o 3x3 = 9. (NOTE: say 
‘three times three equals nine’) 2. showing 
size O The table top is 24 x 36cm. (NOTE: say 
‘twenty-four by thirty-six centimetres’) 

X noun the Roman numeral for ten or tenth 
xenophobe /'zenofoub/ noun a person 
who dislikes foreigners 
xenophobia /.zeno'foubio/ noun a dislike 
of foreigners. Synonym chauvinism 
XL abbr extra large 

(D Xmas /'krismos, 'eksmos/ noun same as 
Christmas ( informal) 


XML noun a computer programming lan¬ 
guage designed for web documents 
X-ray /'eks rei/ noun 1. radiation with a 
very short wavelength, which is invisible, but 
can go through soft tissue and register as a 
photograph on a film O The X-ray examina¬ 
tion showed the key was inside the baby’s 
stomach. O The X-ray department is closed 
for lunch. 2. a photograph taken with X-rays 
O The X-ray showed that the bone was bro¬ 
ken in two places. O They will take an X-ray 
of his leg. O She was sent to hospital for an 
X-ray. ■ verb to take an X-ray photograph of 
someone O There are six patients waiting to 
be X-rayed. O They X-rayed my leg to see if it 
was broken. 

XX noun the Roman numeral for twenty or 
twentieth 

xylophone /'zailofoun/ noun a musical in¬ 
strument consisting of wooden or metal bars 
of different lengths which make different 
notes when you tap them with a little hammer 



Y 


y /wai/, Y noun the twenty-fifth letter of the 
alphabet, between X and Z 
yacht /jot/ noun 1. a sailing boat, used for 
pleasure and sport 2. a large luxurious boat 
with a motor O She spent her holiday on a 
yacht in the Mediterranean. 
yachting /'jot IT}/ noun the activity of sail¬ 
ing on a yacht 

yachtsman /'jDtsmon/ noun a person who 
sails a yacht (NOTE: The plural is yachts¬ 
men.) 

yachtswoman /'jotswumon/ noun a 
woman who sails a yacht (NOTE: The plural 

is yachtswomen.) 

yank /jaerjk/ noun a short sharp pull o He 
gave the rope a yank and it came away in his 
hands. ■ verb to pull hard and sharply O 
Yank that string and it should ring a bell in 
the bar. O She tried to yank the pram out of 
the mud. Synonym pull 
Yank /jasrjk/, Yankee /'jserjki/ noun an 
American, especially one from the northern 
states 

yap /jaep/ verb (of a small dog) to bark o 
Her wretched little dog was yapping all the 
time. ■ noun a little bark o When the door 
bell rang the dog gave a yap. 

<§> yard /ja:d/ noun 1. a measurement of 
length, equal to 0.914 metres O The police 
station is only yards away from where the 
fight took place. O Can you move your car a 
couple of yards as it is blocking the entrance 
to our garage? 2. an area of concrete at the 
back or side of a house O We keep our bikes 
in the yard. 3. US a garden round a house O 
Let’s have a barbecue in the yard. 4. a large 
area where stores are kept outside, where lor¬ 
ries can load and unload O He went to the 
builder’s yard to buy some bricks. 5. □ the 
Yard headquarters of the London Metropoli¬ 
tan Police ( informal ) o They called in the 
Yard to investigate. O Scotland Yard officers 
were called in. 

yardstick /'jaidstik/ noun a standard for 
measurement 

yarn /j a:n/ noun 1. a long piece of wool 
used in knitting or weaving O She sells yarn 
from the wool of her sheep. 2. a long story O 
He told me or he spun me some yarn about 
his time in the navy. 


yawn /join/ verb to open your mouth wide 
and breathe in and out deeply when you are 
tired or bored O He went on speaking for so 
long that half the people at the meeting 
started yawning or started to yawn. ■ noun 
1. the act of opening the mouth when you are 
bored or going to sleep O His yawns made 
everyone feel sleepy. □ to stifle a yawn to try 
to prevent yourself from yawning 2. some¬ 
thing which is very boring O The concert was 
just one big yawn. 

yawning /'joiniq/ adj open wide □ a big 
yawning hole a deep wide hole 
yd abbr yard 

ye /ji:/ pron you (old) o Ye gods! ■ article 
the (used in imitation old names) o The pub 
is called ‘Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese ’. 
yeah /jeo/ interj yes 

(D year /jio/ noun 1 . a period of time lasting 
twelve months, from January 1st to Decem¬ 
ber 31st O Columbus discovered America in 
the year 1492. O Great celebrations which 
took place in the year 2000. O Last year we 
did not have any holiday. O Next year she’s 
going on holiday in Australia. O The weather 
was very bad for most of the year. □ year in, 
year out, year after year every year, over a 
long period of time O Year in, year out he 
sends me a plant for my birthday. □ all year 
round working or open for the whole year o 
The museum is open all year round. 2. □ 
since the year dot for a very long time (infor¬ 
mal) O We’ve been going on holiday to 
Wales since the year dot. p New Year, New 
Year’s Day 3. a period of twelve months 
from a particular time O We spent five years 
in Hong Kong. O He died two hundred years 
ago today. O She ’ll be eleven years old to¬ 
morrow. O How many years have you been 
working for the company? 4. □ I haven’t 
seen him for years or donkey’s years I 
haven’t seen him for a very long time 
yearbook /'jiobuk/ noun a reference book 
which is published each year with updated or 
new information. Synonym annual 
year-long /'jio k>r)/ adj which lasts a year 
yearly /'jioli/ adj, adv which happens every 
year or once a year O They make a yearly trip 
to London to do their Christmas shopping. O 


yearn 

My yearly subscription to the museum is only 
£25.00. 

yearn /j3in/ verb □ to yearn for something 
to long for something, to want something 
very much O She’s yearning for some peace 
and quiet. 

yearning /'j3imr)/ noun a feeling of want¬ 
ing something very much. Synonym desire 
year-round /'jio raund/ adj happening all 
the year. Synonym constant 
yeast /jiist/ noun a living fungus used to 
make bread and to ferment alcohol 
yell /jel/ verb to shout very loudly o The po¬ 
liceman yelled to her to get out of the way. ■ 
noun a loud shout o He gave a yell and ev¬ 
eryone came running to see what he had 
found. Synonym shriek 
© yellow /'jelou/ adj of a colour like that of 
the sun or of gold o His new car is bright yel¬ 
low. O She’s wearing yellow sandals. O At 
this time of year the fields are full of yellow 
flowers. (NOTE: yellower - yellowest) ■ 
noun the colour of the sun or gold O Do you 
have any hats of a lighter yellow than this 
one? O The yellow of the lichens on the rocks 
makes a very beautiful photograph. ■ verb to 
become yellow O The pages of the diary have 
yellowed with time but it is still legible. 
yellow card /.jelou 'ka:d/ noun in foot¬ 
ball, a card that a referee shows when giving 
a player a warning 

yellowish /'jetauiJV adj almost yellow in 
colour 

@ yellow line /.jelou 'lain/ noun a line 
painted along the side of a street, showing 
that you are not allowed to park 
<D yellow pages /jelsu 'peid 3 iz/ trade¬ 
mark a section of a telephone directory 
printed on yellow paper, which lists busi¬ 
nesses under various headings, such as com¬ 
puter shops, newsagent’s etc. o He looked up 
‘airlines ’ in the yellow pages. 
yelp /jelp/ verb ( usually of animals) to give 
a short cry of pain or excitement O The dogs 
were yelping in the back of the car. ■ noun a 
short cry of pain O The dog gave a yelp when 
the little boy pulled its tail. Synonym yap 
yep adv, interj yes 

(D yes /jes/ adv a word showing that you 
agree or accept etc., the opposite of ‘no’ O 
They asked her if she wanted to come and she 
said ‘yes’. O Anyone want more coffee? - 
Yes, please. O You don’t like living in Lon¬ 
don? - Yes I do! O Didn ’t you work in Scot¬ 
land at one time? - Yes, I did. O I need a 
clear answer - is it yes ’ or ‘no'? Synonym 
affirmative. Antonym no 
yes-man /'jes maen/ noun a person who al¬ 
ways agrees with someone in authority 
S> yesterday /'jestodei/ adv, noun 1. the 
day before today O Yesterday was March 1st 


yoga 

so today must be the 2nd. O She came to see 
us yesterday evening. □ the day before yes¬ 
terday two days before today O It rained the 
day before yesterday. O The shop only 
opened the day before yesterday. 2. recent 
times O The government is beginning to look 
like a group of yesterday’s men. □ I wasn’t 
born yesterday I know all about it o Of 
course I know people are smuggling ciga¬ 
rettes -1 wasn’t born yesterday you know! 

(J) yet /jet/ adv 1. already, until now o Has 
the manager arrived yet? O I haven’t seen 
her yet this morning. O Don’t throw the 
newspaper away -1 haven’t read it yet. 2. □ 
as yet up till now O They have not managed 
to repair the fault as yet. O As yet, he hasn’t 
given me any explanation for being late. 3. 
still, even o The police charged and yet more 
fans were arrested. O She ate yet another 
piece of cake. 4. in the future o All hope is 
not lost, we may yet win the championship. ■ 
conj but, still O He’s very small and yet he 
can kick a ball a long way. O It was starting 
to snow, and yet he went out without a coat. 
yet again /jet o'gein/ adv once more after 
many times 

yew /ju:/ noun a large evergreen tree with 
flat green needles and poisonous red berries 
(NOTE: Do not confuse with ewe, you.) 
yield /jiild/ noun 1. the interest produced by 
an investment O The yield on these bonds is 
higher than average. 2. the quantity of a crop 
or a product produced from a plant or from 
an area of land O What is the normal yield 
per hectare? ■ verb 1 . to produce money o 
The investment has yielded a good interest 
until now. 2. to produce a crop or a product O 
This variety of rice can yield up to 2 tonnes 
per hectare. O The North Sea oil deposits 
yield 100,000 barrels a month. 3. to produce 
a result O Their researches finally yielded the 
information they were looking for. 4. □ to 
yield to someone to give up, to give way □ 
to yield to another car (of traffic) to allow 
another car to go first □ to yield to pressure 
or temptation to give in to pressure or temp¬ 
tation O The government yielded to pressure 
from the unions and did not proceed with the 
planned legislation. 5. (of material) to bend 
O We need a stiff material, something that 
will not yield. 

yielding /'jiildip/ adj soft and flexible 
yippee /ji'pi:/ interj used to show 
excitement 

yo /jou/ interj used as an informal greeting 
yodel /'joud(9)l/ verb to sing with quick 
changes from low to high notes 
yoga /'jougo/ noun a system of exercises 
and meditation practised by Hindu thinkers, 
now popular in western countries as a way of 
keeping fit and relaxing 
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yoke 

yoke /jouk/ noun 1 . a piece of wood placed 
over the necks of two animals when they 
walk side by side, pulling something such as 
a cart □ a yoke of oxen two oxen attached to¬ 
gether 2. a piece of wood placed over a per¬ 
son’s shoulders, with baskets or buckets at 
each end 3. a part of a dress or shirt around 
the shoulders from which the rest of the dress 
falls O The yoke of her little girl’s dress is 
embroidered with flowers. (NOTE: Do not 
confuse with yolk.) ■ verb to join together, 
as if with a yoke O The water buffaloes were 
yoked together in pairs and taken to plough 
the fields. O Now that they are married she 
feels she's yoked to him for the rest of her 
life. 

yolk /jouk/ noun the yellow part inside an 
egg (NOTE: Do not confuse with yoke.) 

(D you /ju, ju:/ pron 1 . referring to someone 
being spoken to O Are you ready? O You look 
tired, you should rest a bit. O if I give you my 
address will you give me yours? O Hello, 
how are you? O Are you both keeping well? 
2. referring to anyone O You never know 
when you might need a penknife. O You have 
to be very tall to be a policeman. 3. address¬ 
ing someone directly O You with the red 
scarf over there, I need to see your ticket! O 
Hey you! leave my bicycle alone. (NOTE: You 
is both singular and plural.) 
you’d /ju:d/ short form you had, you would 
you’ll /ju:l/ short form you shall, you will 
(D young /jAg/ adj not old o This is where 
your Daddy lived when he was young. O 
She’s very young, she ’s only six. O He be¬ 
came Prime Minister when he was still a 
young man. O My little brother’s much youn¬ 
ger than me or than I am. O In the afternoon 
there are TV programmes for very young 
children. (NOTE: younger - youngest) ■ 
noun 1. young animals or birds o Animals 
fight to protect their young. 2. □ the young 
young people O Today, the young have great 
need of spiritual guidance. 


yummy 

youngster /'jArjsto/ noun a young person. 
Antonym adult 

CD your /jo:/ adj belonging to you o I hope 
you didn ’t forget to bring your toothbrush. O 
This letter is for your brother. 
you’re /juo, jo:/ short form you are 
(D yours /jo:z/ pron 1. belonging to you o 
This is my car - where’s yours? O My car’s 
in the garage, can I borrow yours? □ a 
friend of yours one of your friends o You 
said she was a friend of yours, but she says 
she’s never met you. 2. □ Yours faithfully 
used as an ending for business letters, when 
addressed to no specific person □ Yours sin¬ 
cerely, Sincerely yours used as an ending to 
a letter addressed to a named person □ Yours 
truly. Truly yours words written at the end 
of a slightly formal letter □ yours truly me 
myself ( informal ) o Who had to pay for all 
the damage, why yours truly, of course! 

(D youth /ju:0/ noun 1. a young man o 
Gangs of youths were causing trouble in the 
village. O A youth, aged 16, was arrested for 
possessing drugs. 2. a period when you are 
young, especially the time between being a 
child and being an adult O In his youth he 
was a great traveller. O I haven’t done that 
since the days of my youth! 
youth club /'ju:0 kL\b/ noun a club where 
young people meet 
youthful /'ju:0f(o)l/ adj young 
youth hostel /'ju:0 ,hDst(o)l/ noun a 
building where young travellers or walkers 
can stay the night cheaply 
you’ve /ju:v/ short form you have 
yo-yo /'jou jou/ noun a toy made of two 
round pieces and a string which you make the 
toy run up and down o Yo-yos were very 
popular when I was at school. ■ verb to go 
up and down O Share prices have been 
yo-yoing all week. 
yr abbr year 

yuck /jAk/ interj used to show that some¬ 
thing has a nasty taste 
yucky /'j Aki/ adj not nice, unpleasant 
yummy /'jAmi/ adj delicious ( informal) 
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z /zed/, Z noun the last and twenty-sixth let¬ 
ter of the alphabet 

zany /'zeini/ adj wildly mad. Synonym un¬ 
conventional (NOTE: zanier - zaniest) 
zap /Z2ep/ verb 1. to hit, to kill 2. to shut 
down the television using the remote control 
(NOTE: zapping - zapped) 
zeal /zhV noun keenness or eagerness. Syn¬ 
onym enthusiasm. Antonym apathy 
zealot /'zelot/ noun a fanatic, a person who 
shows excessive zeal, especially for religion. 
Synonym extremist. Antonym moderate 
zealous /'zelos/ adj eager, too efficient. 
Synonym enthusiastic. Antonym apathetic 
zebra /'zebra, 'ziibra/ noun an African an¬ 
imal like a horse, with black and white 
stripes O Zebras ’ stripes help them hide in 
the long grass of the African bush. (NOTE: 
usually no plural: a herd of zebra) 
zebra crossing /.zebra 'krosirj/ noun a 
place marked with black and white lines 
where traffic stops to allow you to walk 
across a road 

zenith /'zeni0/ noun 1. the highest point, 
point of greatest achievement O The soprano 
retired at the zenith of her career. O The Brit¬ 
ish Empire reached its zenith at the begin¬ 
ning of the 20th century>. 2. the highest point 
in the sky reached by the sun or moon O The 
sun is now at its zenith. 

(D zero /'ziarau/ noun 1. the number 0 O To 
make an international call you dial zero zero 
(00), followed by the number of the country. 
2. the freezing point of water on a Celsius 
thermometer O The temperature stayed be¬ 
low zero for days. 3. nothing at all O They 
lost ten-zero. (NOTE: The plural is zeros.) 
zero hour /' ziarau ,aua/ noun the time 
fixed to start something important, such as a 
battle 

zero in /.ziarau 'in/ verb to go straight to 
something 

zest /zest/ noun 1. enthusiasm or enjoy¬ 
ment O Her zest for playing football made 
her apply to join the local club. 2. added 
pleasure or spice O It all adds zest to the oc¬ 
casion. 3. a thin piece of orange or lemon 
peel O Grate the zest of one lemon and add it 
to the cake mix. 


zestful /'zestf(a)l/ adj enthusiastic. Ant¬ 
onym apathetic 

zigzag /'zigzasg/ adj, noun a line which 
turns one way, then the opposite way O There 
are zigzag lines painted at pedestrian cross¬ 
ings to show that cars must not stop there. ■ 
verb to move from left to right, then from 
right to left O The car zigzagged up the 
motorway until the police managed to stop it. 
(NOTE: zigzagging - zigzagged) 
zilch /ziltj/ noun nothing ( informal) 
zillion /'ziljan/ noun a huge number (infor¬ 
mal) O Zillions of people watched the game 
on TV. 

zinc /zirjk/ noun a hard bright 
light-coloured metal 

zip /zip/ noun a device for closing openings 
on clothes and bags, consisting of two rows 
of teeth which lock together ( informal) o The 
zip of my anorak is broken. O Can you do up 
the zip at the back of my dress? (NOTE: The 
US term is zipper.) ■ verb 1. to go fast o 
Cars were zipping past us on the motorway. 
2. □ to zip up to close something using a zip 
O She zipped up her anorak. O He zipped up 
his bag. 

ZIP code /'zip kaud/ noun US a trademark 
for the numbers used to indicate a US postal 
delivery area in an address on an envelope 
(NOTE: The British term is postcode.) 
zip drive /'zip draiv/ trademark a trade¬ 
mark for a piece of computer equipment that 
makes large computer files smaller for easier 
storage or faster transmission 
zip fastener /zip 'fa:s(a)na/ noun a slid¬ 
ing fastener for closing clothes and bags 
zipper /'zip d/noun US same as zip 
zit /zit/ noun a pimple or spot on the skin 
zither /'zido/ noun a flat musical instrument 
played by plucking its strings 
zodiac /'zoudicek/ noun a set of 12 groups 
of stars that are related to 12 parts of the year 
and are believed by some people to influence 
character and suggest what will happen to 
them in the future 

zombie /'zombi/ noun 1. a dead body 
which is revived and controlled by witchcraft 
2. a person who is unable to think O After 
thirteen hours in the plane I felt like a 
zombie. 


zone 
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(D zone /z9un/ noun an area or part which is 
different from others, or which has some¬ 
thing special O Police cars are patrolling the 
inner city zones. ■ verb to divide a town into 
parts for planning purposes O The land is 
zoned for industrial use. 
zonked /zorjkt/ adj 1 . very tired o He looks 
completely zonked. 2. under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs 

ZOO /zu:/ noun a place where wild animals 
are kept, and where people can go to see 
them 

zoo-keeper /'zu: ,ki:po/ noun a person 
whose job is to look after the animals in a zoo 
zoological /zu:9'lDd3ik(9)l, Z9U9- 

'lDd3ik(3)l/ adj referring to the study of 
animals 

zoological gardens /,zu:9lDd3ik(9)l 
'ga:d(o)nz/ plural noun same as zoo 


zoologist /zu:'Dl9d3ist, zou'Dlod 3 ist/ 
noun a person who studies animals 
zoology /zu:'Dl9d3i, z9u'Dl9d3i/ noun the 
study of animals 

zoom /zu:m/ noun same as zoom lens ■ 
verb 1 . to go very fast o Cars were zooming 
past me on the motorway. 2. to rise suddenly 
and steeply O The exchange rate zoomed up 
last month. 3. □ to zoom in on something to 
focus a zoom lens so that it makes a distant 
object appear to come closer O He zoomed in 
on the yacht. 

<D zoom lens /'zu:m lenz/ noun a camera 
lens which allows you to change quickly 
from distant to close-up shots while still 
keeping in focus 

zucchini /zu'kiini/ noun US the fruit of the 
marrow at a very immature stage in its devel¬ 
opment (NOTE: The British term is cour¬ 
gette.) 

zzz noun a representation of the sound made 
by somebody sleeping, often used in cartoons 
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Irregular Verbs 


Verb 

Past tense 

Past participle 

arise 

arose 

arisen 

awake 

awoke 

awoken 

be 

was, were 

been 

bear 

bore 

borne 

beat 

beat 

beaten 

become 

became 

become 

befall 

befell 

befallen 

begin 

began 

begun 

bend 

bent 

bent 

beseech 

besought, beseeched 

besought, beseeched 

beset 

beset 

beset 

bet 

bet 

bet 

bid 

bid 

bid 

bind 

bound 

bound 

bite 

bit 

bitten 

bleed 

bled 

bled 

blow 

blew 

blown 

break 

broke 

broken 

breed 

bred 

bred 

bring 

brought 

brought 

broadcast 

broadcast 

broadcast 

build 

built 

built 

burn 

burnt, burned 

burnt, burned 

burst 

burst 

burst 

buy 

bought 

bought 

cast 

cast 

cast 

catch 

caught 

caught 

choose 

chose 

chosen 

cling 

clung 

clung 

come 

came 

come 

cost 

cost 

cost 

creep 

crept 

crept 

cut 

cut 

cut 

deal 

dealt 

dealt 

dig 

dug 

dug 

dive 

dived, (US) dove 

dived 

do 

did 

done 

draw 

drew 

drawn 

dream 

dreamed, dreamt 

dreamed, dreamt 

drink 

drank 

drunk 

drive 

drove 

driven 

dwell 

dwelt, dwelled 

dwelt, dwelled 

eat 

ate 

eaten 

fall 

fell 

fallen 

feed 

fed 

fed 

feel 

felt 

felt 

fight 

fought 

fought 

find 

found 

found 

flee 

fled 

fled 

fling 

flung 

flung 

fly 

flew 

flown 

forbid 

forbade 

forbidden 

forecast 

forecast 

forecast 

foresee 

foresaw 

foreseen 

forget 

forgot 

forgotten 

forgive 

forgave 

forgiven 

forgo 

forwent 

forgone 

forsake 

forsook 

forsaken 

freeze 

froze 

frozen 

get 

got 

got, (US) gotten 

give 

gave 

given 

go 

went 

gone 

grind 

ground 

ground 

grow 

grew 

grown 

hang 

hung 

hung 

have 

had 

had 

hear 

heard 

heard 

hide 

hid 

hidden 

hit 

hit 

hit 
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Verb 

Past tense 

Past participle 

hold 

held 

held 

hurt 

hurt 

hurt 

input 

inputted, input 

inputted, input 

interweave 

interwove 

interwoven 

keep 

kept 

kept 

kneel 

knelt, kneeled 

knelt, kneeled 

knit 

knit, knitted 

knit, knitted 

know 

knew 

known 

lay 

laid 

laid 

lead 

led 

led 

lean 

leant, leaned 

leant, leaned 

leap 

leapt, leaped 

leapt, leaped 

learn 

learnt, learned 

learnt, learned 

leave 

left 

left 

lend 

lent 

lent 

let 

let 

let 

lie 

lay 

lain 

light 

lit 

lit 

lose 

lost 

lost 

make 

made 

made 

mean 

meant 

meant 

meet 

met 

met 

mislay 

mislaid 

mislaid 

mislead 

misled 

misled 

misspell 

misspelt, misspelled 

misspelt, misspelled 

mistake 

mistook 

mistaken 

misunderstand 

misunderstood 

misunderstood 

mow 

mowed 

mowed, mown 

outdo 

outdid 

outdone 

outgrow 

outgrew 

outgrown 

overcome 

overcame 

overcome 

overdo 

overdid 

overdone 

overdraw 

overdrew 

overdrawn 

overeat 

overate 

overeaten 

overhang 

overhung 

overhung 

overhear 

overheard 

overheard 

overpay 

override 

overpaid 

overrode 

overpaid 

overridden 

overrun 

oveiTun 

overrun 

oversee 

oversaw 

overseen 

overtake 

overtook 

overtaken 

overthrow 

overthrew 

overthrown 

pay 

paid 

paid 

put 

put 

put 

quit 

quit 

quit 

read 

read 

read 

redo 

redid 

redone 

repay 

repaid 

repaid 

rerun 

reran 

rerun 

reset 

reset 

reset 

rethink 

rethought 

rethought 

rewind 

rewound 

rewound 

rewrite 

rewrote 

rewritten 

rid 

rid 

rid 

ride 

rode 

ridden 

ring 

rang 

rung 

rise 

rose 

risen 

run 

ran 

run 

saw 

sawed 

sawn 

say 

said 

said 

see 

saw 

seen 

seek 

sought 

sought 

sell 

sold 

sold 

send 

sent 

sent 

set 

set 

set 

sew 

sewed 

sewed, sewn 

shake 

shook 

shaken 

shear 

sheared 

sheared, shorn 

shed 

shed 

shed 


Irregular Verbs 


Verb 

Past tense 

Past participle 

shine 

shone 

shone 

shoot 

shot 

shot 

show 

showed 

shown 

shrink 

shrank 

shrunk 

shut 

shut 

shut 

sins 

sang 

sung 

sink 

sank 

sunk 

sit 

sat 

sat 

slay 

slew 

slain 

sleep 

slide 

slept 

slid 

slept 

slid 

sling 

slung 

slung 

slink 

slunk 

slunk 

slit 

slit 

slit 

smell 

smelt, smelled 

smelt, smelled 

sow 

sowed 

sown 

speak 

spoke 

spoken 

speed 

sped 

sped 

spell 

spelt, spelled 

spelt, spelled 

spend 

spent 

spent 

spill 

spilt, spilled 

spilt, spilled 

spin 

spun 

spun 

spit 

spat 

spat 

split 

split 

split 

spoil 

spoilt, spoiled 

spoilt, spoiled 

spread 

spread 

spread 

spring 

sprang 

sprung 

stand 

stood 

stood 

steal 

stole 

stolen 

stick 

stuck 

stuck 

sting 

stung 

stung 

stink 

stank 

stunk 

stride 

strode 

strode 

strike 

struck 

struck 

strive 

strove 

striven 

swear 

swore 

sworn 

sweep 

swept 

swept 

swell 

swelled 

swelled, swollen 

swim 

swam 

swum 

swing 

swung 

swung 

take 

took 

taken 

teach 

taught 

taught 

tear 

tore 

torn 

tell 

told 

told 

think 

thought 

thought 

thrive 

thrived, throve 

thrived 

throw 

threw 

thrown 

thrust 

thrust 

thrust 

tread 

trod 

trodden 

understand 

understood 

understood 

undergo 

underwent 

undergone 

undertake 

undertook 

undertaken 

undo 

undid 

undone 

unwind 

unwound 

unwound 

uphold 

upheld 

upheld 

upset 

upset 

upset 

wake 

woke 

woken 

wear 

wore 

worn 

weave 

wove 

woven 

wet 

wet, wetted 

wet, wetted 

weep 

wept 

wept 

win 

won 

won 

wind 

wound 

wound 

withdraw 

withdrew 

withdrawn 

withhold 

withheld 

withheld 

withstand 

withstood 

withstood 

wreak 

wreaked, wrought 

wreaked, wrought 

wring 

wrung 

wrung 

write 

wrote 

written 


How to say the Alphabet 


A 

/ei/ 

N 

/en/ 

B 

/bi:/ 

O 

/su/ 

C 

/si:/ 

P 

/pi:/ 

D 

/di:/ 

Q 

/kju:/ 

E 

/i:/ 

R 

/a:/ 

F 

lefl 

S 

/es/ 

G 

/dgii/ 

T 

/ti:/ 

H 

/eitjy 

U 

/ju:/ 

I 

/ai / 

V 

/vi:/ 

J 

/d3ei/ 

w 

/'dAb(3)lju:/ 

K 

/kei/ 

X 

/eks/ 

L 

/el/ 

Y 

/wai/ 

M 

/em/ 

Z 

/zed/, (TO/ /zi:/ 


//ow> to say Numbers 


Numbers 

You say 

1,2, 3,4 

I,II, III, IV 

one, two, three, four 

1 st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th 

first, second, third, fourth 

5, 6, 7, 8 

V VI, VII, VIII 

five, six, seven, eight 

5th, 6th, 7th, 8th 

fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth 

9, 10, 11, 12 

IX, X, XI, XII 

nine, ten, eleven, twelve 

9th, 10th 11th, 12th 

ninth, tenth, eleventh, twelfth 

13, 14, 15, 16 

XIII, XIV, XV, XVI 

thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen 

13th, 14th,15th, 16th 

thirtheenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, sixteenth 

17, 18, 19, 20 

XVII, XVIII, XIX, XX 

seventeen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty 

17th, 18th, 19th, 20th 

seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth 

21, 22, 23 

XXI, XXII, XXIII 

twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-third 

30,31,32 

XXX, XXXI, XXXII 

thirty, thirty-one, thirty-two 

40, 50, 60, 70, 80, 90 

XL, L, LX, LXX, LXXX, XC 

forty, fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty, ninety 

40th, 50th, 60th, 70th, 80th, 90th 

fortieth, fiftieth, sixtieth, seventieth, eightieth, ninetieth 

100,101 

C, Cl 

one hundred, a hundred; a hundred and one 

200, 300,400, 500 

CC, CCC, CCCC, D 

1,000 

two hundred, three hundred, four hundred, five hundred 

M 

one thousand, a thousand 

10,000 

ten thousand 

1,000,000 

one million, a million 

1,000,000,000 

one billion, a billion 



Decimals 


0.5 

0.25 

2.5 


You say 

zero point five, point five 
zero point two five, point two five 
two point five 


Money 


You say 


£1 

30p 

£1.25 

£27.36 

$1 

100 

250 

$1.25 


one pound, a pound 
thirty pence, thirty pee 

one pound twenty-five (pee), one twenty-five 

twenty-seven pounds thirty-six (pee) 

one dollar, a dollar 

ten cents, or (US) a dime 

twenty-five cents, or (US) a quarter 

one dollar twenty-five, a dollar twenty-five, one twenty-five 


Telephone numbers 
020 7921 3567 
Years 

1905 

1998 

the 1900s, the 1900’s 
2000 
2005 

Dates 

2.1.98 or 2/1/98 


Some words with numbers 


You say 

oh-two-oh, seven-nine-two-one, three-five-six-seven 
You say 

nineteen oh five, nineteen hundred and five 

nineteen ninety-eight 

the nineteen hundreds 

two thousand, the year two thousand 

two thousand and five 

You say 

the second of January, nineteen ninety eight, 
or (US) February first, nineteen ninety eight 
(NOTE: European and British dates are written with the 
day before the month, American dates are written with the 
month before the day.) 

You say 


999, (US) 911, (Australia) 000 

24/7 

9/11 

the big 40, 50, etc. 

A1 

Al, A12, B125, etc. 

4x4 

4WD 


H 2 0 

Ml, M25, etc. 


nine nine nine, (US) nine one one, (Australia) triple oh 
(NOTE: the number to phone in an emergency) 
twenty-four seven (NOTE: means ‘all the time’) 
nine eleven (NOTE: the eleventh of September 2001, when 
many people died in a terrorist attack in New York) 
the big four oh, five oh, etc. (NOTE: used humorously to 
refer to a fortieth or fiftieth, etc. birthday) 

/,ei 'wAn/ (NOTE: means ‘excellent’) 

/,ei *WAn/, /,ei 'twelv/, /,bi: WAn tu: 'faiv/, etc. (NOTE: the 
numbering system for roads in Great Britain) 
four by four (NOTE: a vehicle with four-wheel drive) 
four-wheel drive (NOTE: a system in which engine power 
drives all four wheels of a vehicle, or a vehicle with this 
system) 

/.eitj’tui'su/ (NOTE: The chemical formula is sometimes 
used to say ‘water’.) 

/,em 'wAn/, /,em twenti 'faiv/, etc. (NOTE: the numbering 
system for motorways in Great Britain) 


Numbers are sometimes used as abbreviations in emails, text messages or adverts. 


2day 

today 

CUL8R 

see you later 

L8R 

later 

4U 

for you 

F2F 

face to face 

M8 

mate 

B4 

before 

GR8 

great 

P2P 

person to 
person 


